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JiBDITIOKS AND OORJRECTIOKSo 


TEXT. 

PART I. 

Pages 2, 176. July 27-2S, 1S64, Skirmishes on the Dlackwater River read Skir- 
‘ mishcs on the Blackivater Creek. 

Page *85. Twenty-second line, top, for miners read militia. 

Page 473. Erase foot-note and insert See Plate 66, Map 2, of the Atlas. 

Page 676. Seventeenth line, bottom, for Brown read Beard. 

Page 782. Seventh line, top, for order read other 

Page 1007. For Beckmanns read Beekmaii*s. 

Page 1014. For McGhee's read McGehee's. 

Ninth and tenth lines, bottom, strike out ist Reg iment, Trans-J/ississippi 
Depaiiment. 

Page 1094. Insert a after Missouri Troops (('nion ), and add footnote a The eleven 
regiments of Provisional Enrolled Militia, organized under the 
authority of the Governor of Missouri, dated February 3, JS63, were 
designated the ist, 2d, 3d, etc., to the iiih. All other organizations 
{^except companies), he7'ein indexed as Provisional Enrolled Militia, 
should be Enrolled Missouri Militia, the 7'eference being to companies 
of the several regiments of Enrolled Missouri Militia, organized 
under the provisions of General Orders, No. 107, Department cf the 
Missouri, dated fune 28,1864, and printed in Series I, Tolu me 3/, 
Part IV, p. 381. 

Page 1102. Erase Patterson, Mo., and transfer events in proper order under Patter¬ 
son, Wayne County, Mo. 

PART 2. 

Page 31. Erase foot-note and insert See Series I, Idl. 48, Part 2, p. 1227. 

Page iioi. Strike out after Cater's ( T. A.) Battalion the words (Official designation 
not of record.) See T. A. Cater, and insert Te.vas Troops, Con¬ 
federate. 

Page 1108. For McGhee's read McGehec's. 

Page 1109. Following County Militia, iA\jqx Kansas Troopsxw^iirSuyth Militia. 

Eleventh and twelfth lines, bottom, strike out ist Regiment, Tj'ans- 
Mississippi DepaHment. 

Page 1114. For Via's read Viall's. 

Page 1193. Same correction as noted for p. 1094, Part t. 

PART 3. 

Page 611. For General Oi'ders, No. 273, read Special Orders, No. 273. 

Page 947. Day to Ford, fourth line, for Echazareta read Echarzarreta. 

Page 1015. For Babcocke's read Babcoke's. 

Page 1021. Nineteenth and twentieth lines, bottom, strike out ist Regiment, Trans- 
Mississippi Department. 

Page 1024. Twentieth line, top, for ii6th read i6th. 

Page 1089. Same correction as noted for p. 1094, Part i. 

PART 4. 

Page 163. Seventh line, top, for Harris read Paris. 

Page 514. 'Braseioot-noie and msext See Seines I, Vol. 33, p. 3gg. 

Page 564. Philips to Commanding Officer, address, for Twenty-third Missoim 
Infantry read Thirty-third Missouri Infantry. 
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Page 1091. 
Page 1164. 

Page ii68. 
Page IT73. 

Page 1174. 
Page 1258. 


Fifth line, bottom, for William F. Haws read William S, Harris. 
Fourth and fifth linevS, bottom, strike out rst Regiment^ Trans-Mississippi 
Department. 

For Reeves' read Reeve's. 

Thirteenth line, bottom, for See - Whitaker read See William A. 

Whitaker. 

For Williamson's ( William T.) read Williamson's (Milton 71 ). 

Same correction as noted for p. 1094, Part 1. 


Insert all words and figures in italics and strike out all in [brackets] Ax\ asterisk (*) following a 
correction indicates that ‘ ‘Additions and Corrections ” to the text should be consulted References 


are to parts of volume 

Part. 


Ad. HineSy Steamer, ()Oi . t 

Adams, B.J, V S S [Steanier]. ?,4 

Adams, John/ [I.]. 3 

Allen Co/Z/e/ [Collyer], Steamer . ... 4 

Anderson, Waveily [William] h'. 3 

Andrews, Chri.stopher C. 

Assignment to command, 7/^^ [764] . . 4 

Angell, t-] . 3 

Arkansas Troops (C ) 

Cavalry—Battali on s 

ilSAi l^lVUhenpoon).. ... 4 

Cavaliy"—Regiments: 

[McGhee’s] . . - i,-* 

Momoe'^s [1st Trans-Mississippi Depart¬ 
ment ] . b-ii3.‘1 

Aunijo, Amhiosio -] . . . 1 

B J Adams, r S S, /?/.. .... .> 

B.J. Adams, V S. S, (nni . ) 

Babcoke [Babcockc], Tlnnuas J . 3, ^ 

Baker, / 7' [Captain (Ungineei Depart¬ 
ment)] . 2 

Bancroft, U'llham A, [-].2,3 

Bariy, William '/'.[Vi . . . . i 

Beard, W. D., [Brown, Major, 2p),ajd] • .. 1 

Beckman (Beckman], Kdwnrd. i 

Beneiv 0! Binen, A ,575. 3 

Bigelow, John, Oj [Bigelow,-,62] . 2 

Bigelow, S G., 62 [Bigelow,-, Cj\ . 2 

Blackwater C/eck [River], Mo. i 

Boudicau.x fBoiidreaii.v), Grnar. 3 

Bondieaux [Boudreaux], Valentine, Mis 3 

[Bowsfield], John (' ... i 

Brough, John, 27 [Tod, David, 27]. 2 

Brown, Buck, ?fn [Brown, Major, 240, (176j-* i 

Bnien 01 Jicne^u, A. . . 3 

Bryan, William/?.. . i 

Bryant, GVeiigc [-] ., . ..2 

Burk, Rd. [Kdward] A. ... 2 

Byrne,/<?/fw II. [-]. 3 

Cabell, John Grattan. 2 

Cannon [Cameron], James D. 

Mentioned, <^70 [Cannon, James I^., <^70]... i 

Carrabasset, U. S. S , 7/y; Cunl>oart No. 49, 

[749]. 1 

Canabasset, U. S. S,.;6H; Ounhoal No. 49, 

[468J. 2 

[Cater, T. A., 1089]. 2 

Check, Maik R,, Steamer. 2 

Cheeseman,/ W, Steamer,... 3 


Part. 


Chester, William F , S15 [Chc.ster, William, 

«i5]. I 

Chouteau, Ilemy [Chotean], Steamer.1,2 

Chouteau, Ilemy, Steamer... 3 

Clamann [Ciamiiiaii], George. 3 

(_V>///cr [Collyer]. Alien, Steamer . 4 

Congdeu, Jack. 

Correspondence with IVilhani A. [- ] 

Bancroft. 3 

Conne//y [Conolly], Henry.2,3 

Conj^ers, Polk [-J.r,2 

Cooler, (r'eom>e [-). . i 

Cooper, James [J F J . i 

Cooper, James [F]. .*• 3i4 

('mket, .V S., 95.J/ Gunboat No. 6, [953] . 2 

Pemetest iDemarest], John M . 3 

Denicke, Hmst [Krnest] A. 4 

Dennj', Alevaiider F. 

Mentioned, (16 . jr 

Report ot skirmish, etc., [416]. i 

Dubuque Crossing and Sugar T^oaf Prairie, 

W//?'. [Mo 1. T 

Edmunds [h'diiionds], Newton . 3# 

Pllder, Peter P. [B j. 3 

P)llswi>rth, Ilemy I.. [-] . 2 

Rlhoood [l-Clwood], Steamer . 3 

Fwing, Thomas, jr 

Correspondence with 

Byrne,/ II. [-j . 3 

R i / hatifie, C \ S. S., SS2 ; Gunboat No. 38, [882]. 3 

/'aian, l\ .S. .S., otjS,- Gunboat No. 30, [298]. 1 

h'awn, U. S. vS., 6, 22, goS, Gunboat No. 

30, [6, 22, 889, 908] 2 

I<\iwn, IT. S. S., Gunboat No. 30, [4]. 3 

Faivn, n S .S’., 727 ; Gunboat No. 30, [724] .. 4 

h'i.sk, Clinton B. 

Correspondence with 

Bancroft, IVilliam A. [-] . 2,3 

Fitch,/«//«» LJ<^hu] R. I 

Elesher f Fleshier], Henry. 2 

Floras’, Reyes [- i 

Forrest, IVilUam H. [Bill]. i 

Forrest, William 77". 4 

Fort Kearny, Nehr., Commanding Officer at. 

Correspondence with 

Rw^ell, And)ewJ. { -1. 3 

McKee, Ilurch [-]. 3 

Foster, Emory S. [Major]. i 

Kreudeiireich, Gmge A. [Charles O.]. 3 
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS, 


Part 

Fristoe, Edward r [F ] . A 

Fullbright, Daniel X . . i 

Glide, r, S S, 750, Gunboat No 4-^, [ tso ] . r 

Glide, l\ S S, fbH, Gunboat No 43, [46^]... 2 

Guerriu, C. G [Gabriel C.] . i 

Gunboat No. i. See I" S S Rattlei [1064j 2 

Gunboat No. 6. See L\ S. S Cf ickel [953] 2 

Gunboat No. 14. See V S. S Kemuood [301] 1 

Gunboat No. 30 See l\ S S /-brt'w [29S] 1 

Gunboat No. 30 See C S S I'Lueu [6, 22, 

889,90S]. . .... .2 

Gvinboat No. 30 See T .S' .S Fa^oii [4J . ^ 

Gunboat No. 30 See V S S Fazen [72 jJ ) 

Gunboat No 37. See F. S S. .Wiumkeai* [fi. 

Gunboat No. 37 Seel'' S S Xaunikea^i [5J 
Gunboat No. 38. See F S.S F.\ chuniie [ss2j. 3 

Gunboat No. 41 Xyairui [Nijanza], V 

vS S . - . 1.2 

Gunboat No. 43 See F S S (^Inie [750] 1 

Gunboat No. 43. See I \ S V Glide [46SJ 2 

Gunboat No. 49 See I S S Can aba wet 

[749]. ' 

Gunboat No. 49. See F S S. Caiiabawel 
[46S]. 


Gunboat No. 54. See F. S S. Xymph [301] . r 
[Gwyiin], lyiicy, Steamer .. 4 

Janies, Steamer ... i 

Hamhleion [Hamilton], Rose, Steamer j, 

[Harris,-, 163] >■ ... 4 

Han'is [Haws], William 5 . [F ), Kjyi-i 4 

/ [Hartz] & Wintz . ^ 

Hastings, L. IF [Major]. \ 

Hay.s, Harrj’ T. . . .» 

Helm, George 2V [\V J .. . .. 2 

Helm, Geoige M. [Holme, G W.j.. . 3 

Herrick, Thomas P., j,S’2 [Herrick, John !«', 

382]. . . . 

Hildei hi and, Samuel [Hildelnaud,-] 2 

Hildey brand, Samuel [Hildebrand, J. N J . 1, 

Hildreth, James .V. [H 1 . 4 

Hill, Frederick S 

Mentioned, 7/7 [Hills, Frederick S , 717] 4 

Hines, Ad, [Mine], Steamer. i 

Hoffmann, Gustav [Hoffman, Gustave] . . 3 

Horner, T. D,, vSteamer. 4 

Hunter, William T. 

Correspondence with 

Iceland, Cyrus,/;. 3 

J. D. Swaim [Swain], Steamer. i 

J. H, Lacy, Steamei, t/j, 1/7 . 4 

Jones, John R., gg7, Jones, John J , [997] . . 4 

Kansas Troop.s. 

[Miscellan eons — Rcgimeiitft: Miami 

County Militia, 751J. 2 

Kenwood, U.S. S.,joj; Gunboat No 14, [301] . i 

King, Wilburn [William] H.3,4 

Dane, Walter [Walker] P. 2 

Dee, James M. [F.]. i 

Delaud, Cyrus,/;-. 3 

Deland, Cyrus, [jr.]. 4 

Dewis, Reese J, [William H.]. 2 

Lindsay [Dind.seyJ, D. Herndon. 4 


I 


I 


I 

I 


1 


I 


I 


Part. 


/./yn/iuv [lyindseyj, D Herndon, Mrs. 4 

Dist, Sallie [Sally], Steamer. 2 

Douisiaua Troops (C ) 

Cavalry'—Rcgini ents 

3d {Hai >ison\, ij fj . . ... -4 

2,d {Paigoiid), [1142] 4 

r,ove, Jo.seph [R ] 2 

fyovemskiold, Lhailes [Colonel] . 2 

Ducy G'lOin [Gwynn], Steamer ... *4 

McDonald, . 1 , & Co . 3 

1 McGhee], Jame.s , . . .. 1,2 

. 1 //Auj'[McRa^'l, James . , .. .4 

McKee, HiuiJi [(.ieueral]... .3 

[McClellanj, J. C .3 

McRe\ tiulds, ri/A’;; [-] . 4 

Magee,//a; A;/; [Harter] &. George . 3 

Magoffin, Ueriah [H ] 1 

Melchcr, vSamuel H 
Correspondence with 

Baheoke j Rabcocke],Thomas J. 4 

Miller, George IF . 2 

Mis.souri, Department of the (ir ) 

Orders, General, serie.s 1.S64 

Rosecraiis * [No 275, 611] 3 

Outers, Special, series 1864 

Rosecraus • Xo 27^, 3 

Missouri Troops (U ). 

Infanti y—kegimont.s* 

[23d, . . 4 

33 <l> . .. . .. 4 

See also “Additions and Corrections” to 
Text, Pail 1, p Toc)4; Part 2, p. 1193; 
Part 3, p 1089, Part 4, p 1258. 

Mitchell, ;;c///>*. [llarnevl . i 

Mooney, yme [Major] — .... ... 1,4 

Morgan, Tom, Steamei [IT. .S S. | . . .. 3 

Morgan’s Kerry, La [Ala ]. 1 

Morri.s, I'ldward d/ . .. .. i 

Murphy, /i’Av F, [Patrick V] ... ... 4 

Xaiimkeoy, F S .S', 6, jj, Gunboat No. 37, 

[d, 22] 2 

Saumkea^^, F S S,3; Gunboat No. 37, [5] 3 

-Vrawia [Nijanza], IT S vS . 1,2 

Synip/i, F. S S' ,301; Gunboat No. 54, [301 j. i 

[Mealliej,!!. 11 . [O.] 3 

(yarw [Owens], Perry. 2 

Parker, Charles G . i 

Patterson, IVayne County, Mo, 1102*. i 

Peabody, Albert P [K.]. 2 

Platte County, Mo. 

Scout in, Aug. 25-30, 1864. Rejicrt of Ed¬ 
ward M Morris. 1 

Price, Sterling. 

Con espondence with 

Lindsay [Dindsey], D. Herndon. 4 

Pringle,/. N , .Steamer. 3,4 

Quarle.s, Tlioma.s A . 4 

Rattler, F S S,, 10647 Gunboat No. i, [1064]. 2 

Reeve [Reeves], Arthur T . 4 

Renville, Antoine [Antonie]. 4 

Rogeis [Rodgens], John. 2 

Rose//a;;/A/r/o;; [Hamilton], Steamer .. ,. 3 

Sachet [Sackett], Delos B. -J, 3,4 
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Part 


Saint Charles Court-HoHi>e^ I^a. i 

Salomon, Frederick. 

Mentioned, [Solomon, Frederick, 385] 4 

Sand Creek, Colo. Ter. 

Engagement, etc. 

Conduct of troops, etc. Statements of 

[Cameron], James B . i 

Savory, li'’ B. [Savoy], Steamer. 3 

Shalcr,yamfA [John] R. 3 

Shelton, William A . 4 

Shepherd [Sheppard], B, A . 3 

ShnnMingei [Schimminger], Samuel . 2 

Shoemaker, H [Shumaker, Captain] . . 1 

Shoo^ [Shoat], James H. i 

Siebeti [Seibert], F. 4 

Sigel, Albert. 

Correspondence with 

Babcoke [Babcocke], 'rhomas J . 3 

Ma,{ -] . 3 

Smith, George W. (/j///A'wwj.), [455] . . 1 

Smiih, Geoige IB, { 6 ih yTo, Cav.), 755. i 

Sparks, Thoffiai G [Colonel]. i 

Stewart, Bi// [-] . 2 

Stewart, BiB [-]. 3 

Stewart, Bill, 671 [Stewart,-, 671].1 

Sugar Eoaf Prairie,[Mo.] i 

Summers, Geoyge [-]. 4 

Sivami [Swain], J. D , Sieann r. i 

Taylor, Benjamin F, [E.J . 1,2 


Part. 


Texas Troops (C.). 

Cavalry—Battalions • 

Cato b, io6g . 2 

Ca^^alrj’—Regiments • 

Anderson’.s, Jog2 . 2 

[Anderson’s (State), 1092] 2 

Thaichet [Thacher], M C . 2 

Tom Moigan, Steamer, 822 . .... 3 

Vatiitckle [Vansickler], Abram B. i, 3 

Fiat/ [Via], Nelson. 2 

Btnsoo, Bathe P. L. [Vincent, Bailey] . 2,3 

Vinson, Bailie P. E., 1142 [1144]. 4 

Virginia, Steamer, 724 [722] 4 

Visconti, R G [Captain] . 3 

Waddell,/oAn [Alfred]. i 

War Department, U. S. 

Correspondence with 

Socket [SackettJ, Delos B. 3 

IVath [Platts], John S. 2 

Welden,y/?^ [-J. i 

Whitaker, Wtlliani A. [-J. 4 

ff'/Aox [WillcoxJ, John (A/'/ijrowr/) . 2 

Wilcox, John {7th Jotva Cav.) . 2 

Williamson, Milton [William] T. 4 

Wood, Robeit C, (.dist. Suig, Gen.) [Charles 

S J . 4 

Wood, Robert C {/4th Baihi, Mo. Cav.) ... 4 

Yerby, John H . 2 

Zickemhath [Zitkeiidrath], George. 3 

Zubiran, Juan N, [M.J. i 



































PEEF ACE. 


The work of preparing the records of the war for public use was 
begun under the resolution of Congress of May 10 , 18 G 4 , by Adjt. 
Gen. E. D. Townsend, U. S. Army, who caused copies to be made 
of reports of battles on file in his office and steps to be taken to col¬ 
lect missing records. 

Under the provisions of joint resolution No. 01, of 1 SG(>, Hon.* 
Peter H. Watson was appointed to supervise the preparation and 
formulate a plan for the publication of the records, but he did no 
work and drew no pay under this appointment, which expired July 
27, 1868, by limitation of the resolution. This resolution also re¬ 
pealed the former one and work ceased. 

The first decisive step taken in this work was the act of June 23, 
1874, providing the necessary means “to enable the Secretary of 
War to begin the publication of the Official Records of the War of 
the Rebellion, both of the Union and Confederate Armies,'’ and 
directing him to have copied for the Public Printer all reports, 
letters, telegrams, and general orders, not heretofore copied or 
printed, and properly arranged in chronological order.” Appropria¬ 
tions have been made from time to time for continuing such prepa¬ 
ration. Under this act the preliminary work was resumed by Gen¬ 
eral Townsend, who first outlined the plan on which the records are 
printed, though it appears that originally he contemplated publish¬ 
ing to the world only the more important military reports. 

Subsequently, under meager appropriations, it was prosecuted in a 
somewhat desultory manner by various subordinates of the War 
Department until December 14, 1877, when the Secretary of War, 
perceiving that the undertaking needed the undivided attention of 
a single head, detailed Lieut. Col. Robert N. Scott, U. S. Army, to 
take charge of the bureau and devote himself exclusively to the 
work. 

The act of June 23, 1874, greatly enlarged upon the first crude 
scheme of publication. On this more comprehensive basis it was 
determined that the volumes shoxild include not only the battle 
reports, but also all official documents that can be obtained by tlie 
compiler, and that appear to be of any historicat value.” Colonel 
Scott systematized the work and the plan and presented the records 
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in the following order of arrangement, which has been adhered to 
by his successors: 

The first series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Confederate, of 
the first seizures of United States property in the Southern States, and of all mil¬ 
itary operations in the field, with the correspondence, orders, and returns relating 
specially thereto, and, as proposed, is to be accompanied by an Atlas. 

In this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns and sev¬ 
eral theaters of operations (in the chronological order of the events), and the Union 
reports of any event will, as a rule, be immediately followed by the Confederate 
accounts. The coiTespondence, &c., not embraced in the “reports” proper will 
follow (first Union and next Confederate) in chronological order. 

The second series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and returns, 
Union and Confederate, relating to x>risoners of war, and (so far as the military au¬ 
thorities were concerned) to State or political prisoners. 

The tliird series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and returns of 
the Union authorities (embracing then correspondence with the Confederate offi¬ 
cials) not relating specially to the subjects of the first and second series. It will 
set forth the annual and special reports of the Secretary of War, of the General- 
in-Chief, and of the chiefs of the several staff corps and departments; the calls for 
troops, and the correspondence between the National and the several State author¬ 
ities. 

Tlie fourth series will exliibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and returns of 
the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated for the Union officials, as of 
the third series, but excluding the correspondence between the Union and Confed¬ 
erate authorities given in that series. 

The first volume of tbe records was issued in the early fall o£ 1880. 
The act approved June It), 1880, provided “for the printing and bind¬ 
ing, under direction of the Secretary of War, of 10,000 copies of a com¬ 
pilation of the Official Records (Union and Confederate) of the War 
of the Rebellion, so far as the same may be ready for publication, 
during the fiscal year;'' and that “of said number 7,000 copies shall 
be for the use of the House of Representatives, 2,000 copies for the 
use of the Senate, and 1,000 copies for the use of the Executive De¬ 
partments.” Under this act Colonel Scott proceeded to publish the 
first five volumes of the records.* 

^ All subsequent volumes have been distributed under the act approved August 
7 , 1882 , 'which provides that; 

The volumes of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion shall be distrib¬ 
uted as follows: One tliousand copies to the Executive Departments, as now pro¬ 
vided by law. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of 
among officers of the Army and contributors to the work. Eight thousand throe 
hundred copies shall be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organiza¬ 
tions, and individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and 
Delegates of the Forty-seventh Congress. Each Senator shall designate not exceed¬ 
ing twenty-six, and each Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one, of 
such addresses, and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are 
published, until the imblication is eomxfieted. Senators, Representatives, and Dele¬ 
gates shall inform the Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those 
heretofore xmblished they have forwarded to such addressas. The remaining copies 
of the eleven thousand to be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be 
distributed as provided herein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War "for cost of 
publication with ten per cent, added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be 
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Col. Robert N. Scott died March 5, 1887, before the completion of 
the work, which, during a ten years’ service, he had come to love so 
dearly. At his death some twenty-six books only had been issued, 
but he had compiled a large amount of matter for forthcoming vol¬ 
umes; consequently his name as compiler was retained in all the 
books up to and including Vol. XXXVI, although his successors had 
added largely to his compilations from new material found after his 
demise. 

The Secretary of War, May 7, 1887, assigned Lieut. Col. H. M. 
Lazelle, U. S. Army, to duty as the successor of Colonel Scott. He 
had continued in charge about two years, when, in the act approved 
March 2,1889, it was provided— 

That hereafter the preparation and publication of said records shall be conducted, 
under the Secretary of War, by a board of three persons, one of whom shall be an 
officer of the Army, and two civilian experts, to be appointed by the Secretary of 
War, the compensation of said civilian experts to be fixed by the Secretary of 
War. 

The Secretary of War appointed Maj. George B. Davis, judge advo¬ 
cate, U. S. Army, as the military member, and Leslie J, Perry, of 
Kansas, and Joseph W. Kirkley, of Maryland, as the civilian expert 
members of said board. The board assumed direction of the pub¬ 
lication at the commencement of the fiscal year 1889^ its first work 
beginning with Serial ITo. 36 of Vol. XXIV. 

Each volume includes a copious and accurate index, and for the 
further convenience of investigators there will be, in addition, a 
general index to the entire set when complete in a volume by itself. 

Nothing is printed in these volumes except duly authenticated 
contemporaneous records of the war. The scope of the board’s 
work is to decide upon and aiTaiige the matter to be published; to 
correct and verify the orthography of the papers used, and occasion¬ 
ally to add a foot-note of explanation. 

GEO. B. DAVIS, Major and J. A., U. 8. A., 
LESLIE J. PERRY, Civilian Expert, 

JOSEPH W. KIRKLEY, Civilian Expert, 

Board of Publication. 

Approved: 

REDEIELD PROCTOR, 

Secretary of War. 

War Department, 

Washington, D. (7., Augusts 1, 1891. 

covered into the Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the 
same address, the Secretary of War ?hall inform the Senators, Representatives, or 
Delegates who have designated the same, who thereupon may designate other 
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CHAPTMll mi. 


OPEEATIONS IS LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSIS- 
SIPPI STATES AND TERRITORIES* 


July 1-December 31, 1864. 


PAKT I. 


sxjm:m:-a.ry of 'X'lacEi i>iiiisrcii>AX^ KVEisr'xs.f 

Julj 1, 1864.—Skirmibli near Fayett<‘, Mo. 

1-31, 1864.—Operations in Ai’kansas. 

1-Oct. 1, 1864.—Operations against Indians in the District of Minnebola. 

3, 1864.—Skirmisli in Platte County, Mo. 

3-25, 1864.—Operations in the \ieinity of Baton Rouge, La., with skirmish 
near Benton^s Ferry, on the Amite River (25th). 

4, 1864.—iSkirmish in Clay County, Mo. 

Skirmish at Cross Bayou, La. 

5- 6, 1864.—Scouts from Big Piney, Mo. 

5- 7, 1864.—Expedition from Morganza to Simsport, La. 

5- 10, 1864.—Expedition from New Madrid to Caruthersville, Mo., with skir¬ 

mishes. 

6- 24, 1864.—Scout in Southeastern Arizona. 

6-30, 1864.—Operations in Western Missouri. 

8, 1864.—Skirmish near Richmond, Mo. 

8- 12, 1864.—Scout from Patterson to Buffalo Creek, in Ripley County, Mo. 

9- 13, 1864.—Operations in the vicinity of Wellington, Mo., with skirmishes 

at Warder^s Church (10th), and at Columhus, Johnson County 
(12th). 

■'Including Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Indian Territory, Kansas, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, and Texas, and the Department oT the Northwest, embrac¬ 
ing Dakota, Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. 

tOf some of the minor coullicts noted in this Summary no circumstantial reports 
are on file. 
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LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


[Chap. LIII. 


July lli, 1S()1.—Skirnii.^li ii<*ar Hrow iisvill<». Ark. 

Rfconimissaiu'e from Pine Bluff, Aik. 

ISHI.—Exp<Mlition from Helena, Ark., to Buck Islaml, in tlie Mississippi 
liiver. 

U, 1SB4.—Skirmish near Hloomtield, Mo. 

ir», 1S64.—AHair at Liiidley, Ctruiidy t^oiinfy, Mo. 

J7~1S, 1S64.—Exiieditiou from Baton Roup* to Davison’s Ford, n(‘ar Clintou, 
La. 

17-2S, lSd4.—Scout oil tlit‘ South Platte River, (N)lo. Ter. 
lX-21, 1S64.—S<‘out in Shannon Countv, Mo. 

lS-21). 1S(U.—Operations in Southwest Missouri, with skinnish<*s near Mays- 
\ille, Ark. f20th), and near Cartha<re, Mo. (21st). 
lS-An<;. (), LS61.—Operations in Southeast Mivssouri and Northeastern Arkan¬ 
sas, with skirmishes at Seatterville, Ark. (July 28), at 
Osceola, Ark. (Auj]?iist 2), and at Elk Chute, Mo. (Au- 

JJfUSt 4 r), 

18-Au;<. 7, 18B4.—Expedition to the Pinal Mountains, Ariz. Ter. 

19, 1864.—Skinnish on the Benton road, near Little Rock, Ark. 

Attack on "VVehster, Washington County, Mo. 

19-25, 1864.—Ojierations on the White River, Ark., and attack (2ith) on the 
steamer Clara Bell. 

29-91, l^64.—Operations in La Fayette and Johnson Counties, Mo., with skir¬ 
mishes. 

21, 1864.—Skirmish at Atehafalaya, La. 

22, 1864.—Skirmish near Tidalia, La. 

Skirmish at Concordia, La. 

Skinnish in Wrii»ht County, Mo. 

22- AU4'. 22. 1864.—Attempt to transfer Confederate troops to the east hank 

of the Mississippi Riv^er. 

23-24,1864.—Operations in Randolph County, Mo., wdth skirmishes at Allen 
(23d), and at HimtsTille (24th). 

23- Oet. 10, 1864.—Exiiedition to Southwestern New Mexico. 

25,1861.—Skh’mish at Pleasant Hill, Mo. 

25- 26,1864.—Scout from Fulton, Mo. 

25-Aug. 11,1864.—Scout in Yell County, Ark., v\ itli skirmishes. 

25--Oct. 1864.—Expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory. 

26.1864. —Attack on Shelhiua, Mo. 

26- 28,1864.—Scout to Searcy and West Point, Ark. 

26- 31,1864.—Scout in Johnson County, Mo. 

27- 28,1864.—Skirmishes on the Blackwater River (27th), and on Big Creek, 

Mo. (28th). 

27-30,1864.—Scout in Chariton County, Mo., with skirmishes (30th) on the 
Chariton road, near Keytesville, and at Union Church. 

28.1864. —Skirmish on the Morgan^s Ferry road, near Morgauza, La. 

20.1864. —Affair at Highland Stockade, near Baton Rouge, La. 

Skirmishes near Napoleonville, La. 

29- Aiig. 2,1864.—Expedition from Warreushnrg to Chapel Hill, Mo., with 

skirmish (July 30) near Chapel Hill. 

30.1864. —Skirmish at Bayou Tensas, La. 

Skirmish at Hay Station No. 3, near Brownsville, Ai‘k. 

Skirmish near Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Rcoccupatiou of Brownsville, Tex., by the Confederate Forces, 

30- Aug, 1,1864.—Scout in Pheliis and Maries Counties, Mo. 

31.1864. —^Affair at Orange Grove, near Doualdsouvdlle, La. 
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1^. 1, —Skirmiali a.t Rolla, Mo. 

Skirmishes near Independence, ^io. 

Seont to Baxter Springs, Kaus., with ski^nli^h. 

1 - 3,1S64.—Scout on th(‘ Independence road to (Winter’s Mills, Mo. 

1 - 5,1864.—S(*out on the Smoky Hill Fork, Kans. 

Operations in Eastern Arkansas, with skirmish (1st; at Laiii])\s 
Idantation, near Helena. 

1- 28, 1864.—Operations iu Soiithwe.st Missouri, with skirmisher at Diamond 

Glove Prairie (1st), at Rutledge (4th), near Enterprise and on 
Buffalo Creek (7th). 

2, 1861.—Reconnaissance ironi Berwi<‘k to I^attersonvdlle, La. 

2- 8, 1864.—Ox)erations near Holden, Mo., with skirmish (8th) on Norris (^reek. 

3, 1864.—SkirinislL near Fayette, Mo. 

3- Nov. 1, 1864.—Scouts from Fort Sumner, N. M<‘X., with skirmish (August 

26) at Sacramento Mountains. 

4- 6, 1864.—Ex])editiou from Natchez, Miss., to Gilh'spie’s Plantation, La., and 
skirmish. 

4-15, 1864.—Operations iu the vicinity of Bra/os Santiag<», Tex., withskirniish 
(9th) at Point Isabel. 

4- Sept. 15, 1864.—Scout from Fort Union, N. Mex. 

5, 1864.—Skirmish near Reniomit Camp, Ark. 

Skirmish at Olive Branch, La. 

Affair at DoyaPs Plantation, La. 

Skirmish at Concordia Bayou, La. 

6, 1864.—Skirmish at Plaquemine, La. 

Skirmish at Indian Village, La. 

6- 9, 1864.—Scout in Saline County, Mo., wdth skirmishes (7th) at Arrow 
Rock. 

6- 16, 1864.—Exi)editioii from Little Rock to Little Red River, Ark., with 

skirmishes at Hickory Plains and Bull Bayou (7th), at Hatch's 
Ferry (9th), near Augusta (10th). and near Searcy (13th). 

7, 1864,—Skirmish at Enterprise, Mo. 

Skirmish near Huntsville, Mo. 

Aff'air near Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter. 

7- 8, 1864.—Scout from Independence into La Fayette County, Mo. 

8- 11, 1864.—Scout from Salina to Mulberry Creek, Kans. 

9- 15, 1864.—Operations iu Central Arkansas, with skirmishes. 

10- 12, 1864.—Scouts from Morganza, La., wdth skirmishes. 

11, 1864.—Skiriuish on White Oak Creek, Ark. 

Skirmish in Crawford County, Ark. 

Skirmish near Sand Creek, Colo. Tor. 

Skirmish at Hartville, Mo. 

11- 13,1864.—Expedition from Helena to Kent’s Landing, Ark. 

11- 19,1864.—OperatiouvS in Johnson County, Mo., with skirmish (12th) near 

Holden. 

11-0(*t. 28,1864.—Operations against Indians in Nebraska Territory, witli 
skirmish (September 20) near Fort Cottonwood. 

12,1864.—Skirmish at Van Buren, Ark. 

Affair iu the San Andres Mountains, N. Mex. 

12- 16,1864.—Scout on the Fort Union road, near Fort Garland, Colo. Ter. 

Operations in Ray and CaiToll Counties, Mo., with skirmish (12th) 
at Fredericksburg. 

For report, see Vol. XXXIX, Part I, p. 459. . 
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1864.—Openitiuns in I^a Saline, and HoW'ard Countless, Mo., with 

skiriiiisheh. 

1.“), 1864.—Skirmish at Dripping Spring, Mo. 
l.Vlil, 1861.—Expedition from Painconrtville to Jjak(‘ Xatchez, La., A\it]i skir- 
mish on Grand Eiver. 

15-21,1861.—Operations in Southwest Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas, 
with skirimshes at Carrollton, Ark. (15th), on Eichlaiid Creek, 
Ark, (16th), and at Mnd Town, Ark. (24th). 

16,1861.—Skirmish at Columbia, Mo. 

Skirmish with Indians near Smoky Hill Crossing, Ivans. 

17.1864. —Capture of the steamer Miller, on the Arkansas Eiver, near Pine 

Bluft; Ark, 

18.1864. —Skirmish at Benton, Ark. 

Skirmishes near Pine Blutf, Ark. 

10-24,1864.—Scout on the Republican Eiver, Ivans. 

20.1864. —Skirmish near Eocheport, Mo. • 

21.1864. —Skirmish at Diamond Grove, Mo. 

21- 27,1864.—Expedition in Washington and Benton Counties, Ark., with skir¬ 

mishes. 

22.1864. —Skirmish in Yell County, Ark. 

22- 25,1864-—Scout from Helena to Mount Yeruou, Ark. 

22- 30,18(U.—Operations in La Fayette County, Mo. 

23.1864. —Aifair at Webster, Mo. 

23- 26,1864.—Seoul from Ozark, Mo., to Diihuqtie Crossing and Sugar Loaf 

Prairie. 

23-28,1864.—Expedition from Cassville, Mo., to Fayetteville, Ark., with skirmish 
(24th) at Gerald Mountain, Ark. 

23-29,1864.—Expedition to Clinton, La., with skirmishes (25tb) at Olive 
Branch and the Comite Eiver. 

24.1864. —Skirmish on Gunter’s Prairie, Ind. Ter. 

Action at Ashley’s and Joiies^ Stations, near Devall’s Bluft', Ark, 

2.5.1864. —Skirmishes at Morgan’s Ferry and on the Atchafalaya Eiver, La. 

25-29,1864.—Scouts in. Jackson and Cuss Counties, Mo., with skirmish (26th) 

near Pleasant Hill. 

25- 30,1864.—Seont in Platte County, Mo. 

Scout to Crisp’s Mill, on Big Creek, Mo., with skirmish near Rose 
Hill. 

Operations on the Texas Prairie, in Jacksou County, Mo. 

26- 31,1864.—Skirmish near Bayou Tensas (26th), and expedition from Good¬ 

rich’s Landing to Bayou Macon, La. (28th-31st). 

27.1864. —Skirmish at Fayetteville, Ark. 

27- 28,1864.—Scout ou the Arkansas River, near Pine Bluft', Ark., with skir¬ 

mishes. 

27-Sept. 6,1864.—Expeditions from Little Rock and DevalFs Bluff to Searcy, 
Fairview, and Augusta, Ark. 

28.1864. —Skirmisli at Fayetteville, Ark. 

Skirmish near Eocheport, Mo. 

Skirmish in Polk County, Mo. 

29.1864. —Attack on steamer White Cloud, on the Mississii)pi Eiver, near 

Port Hudson, La. 

29-Sept. 3,1864.—^Expedition up White River from Helena, Ark., with affair 
(September 3) at Kendal’s Grist-Mill, Ark, 
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ug. 29-l)<‘(*. 2, 1864.—^l*rice’s Missouri Expedition. 

30.1864. —Skirniisli near Eardanelle, Ark. 

30“Sei)t. 2,1864.—Expedition to Nateliez Bayon» La., with skirmish (Sep¬ 
tember 1) near Oentilly’s Plantation. 

31.1864. —Adair at Steelville, Mo. 

ept. 1,1864.—Attack on Tipton, Mo. 

Skirmish at Fort Smith, Ark. 

Skirmish near Beatty’s Mill, Ark. 

1- 9,1864.—Operations in Johnson County, Mo., and skirmi.sh (l.st) near 

Lone Jack. 

2.1864. —Skirmish at the Tannery, near Little Rock, Ark. 

>Skirinish near Mount Vernon, Mo. 

Skirmish near Quitman, Ark. 

2- 4,1864.—^Expedition from Sedalia, Mo., to Scott's Ford, on the Blaekwater. 
2-10,1864.—Scouts on the Little Blue River, in Jackson County, Mo. 

3.1864. —Skirmishes near Rocheport, Mo. 

4.1864. —^Aifaii* near Donaldsonville, La. 

Attack on steamers Celeste and Commercial, at Gregory’s Land¬ 
ing, on the White River, Ark. 

Skirmish at Brownsville, Ark. 

6.1864. —Skirmish at Richland, Ark. 

Skii-mish at Searcy’ Ark. 

Affair near Brunswick, Mo. 

Skirmish at the Palmetto Ranch, neair Brazos Santiago, Tex. 

6“ 7,1864.—Scout from Little Rock to Benton, Ark. 

Expedition from Morganza to Bayou Sara, La. 

6- 8,1864.—Operations in the %'icmity of Lewishurg, Ark., with skirmishes 
at Norristown (6th) and near Glass Village (8th). 

6- 12,1864.—Scouts in Boone and Howard Counties, Mo., with Bkinnishes 

(7th and 8th) in Boone County. 

7.1864. —Affair at Centralia, Mo. 

7- 11,1864.—Expeditions to Grand Lake, Grand River, Lake Fausse Pointe, 

Bayou Pigeon, and Lake Natchez, La., with affair (8th) at Laba- 
dieville. 

8.1864. —Skirmishes near Hornersville and Gayosa, Mo. 

9, 1864.—Attack on steamer J. D. Perry, at Clarendon, Ark. 

Affair on the Warrensburg road, near Warrensburg, Mo. 

9-11,1864.—Expedition from Pine Bluff toward Monticello, Ark., with skir¬ 
mishes near Monticello (10th) and at Brewer’s Lane (11th). 
9-12,1864.—Expedition from Port Pike, La., to the Pearl River. 

Scout fi'om Lewisburg to Norristown and Russellville, Ark., with 
skirmishes. 

9-14,1864.—Scout from Helena to Alligator Bayou, Ark. 

10.1864. —Skirmish near Roanoke, Mo. 

Skirmish near Pisgah, Mo. 

Skirmish near Dover, Mo. 

11.1864. —Skirmish at Hodge’s Plantation, La. 

Skiimiish near Fort Smithy Ark. 

11-16,1864.—Operations in Monroe and Ralls Counties, Mo. 

11-18,1864.—Scouts in Moniteau and Morgan Counties, Mo. 

11-25,1864.—Operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter., with actions at 
Hay Station, near Port Gibson (16th), and at Cabin Creek and 
Pryor’s Creek, Ind. Ter. (19th). 
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Sej)t. Jl-30.1864.—Expcrtitiini from Fort IHce, Dak. 'IVi., to relievo Caiitaiii Fisk’s 
emigrant tram. 

12,1S64.—Skirmisli at Caledonia, Mo. 

12~ir>, 1864.—Seont from Fa>etteville to Huntsville, Aik., with skirmish (14th) 
at Rodgers’ Crossing of the White River. 
i:i, 1864.—Skirmish near Searcy, Aik. 

Skirmish at Longwood, Mo. 

lJt-37, 1861.—Exx>edition from Morgaiiza to Fausse River, La., with skirmishes 
near Bayou Maringouin (13th;, near Kosedale (15th), and near 
Bayou Maringouin (16th). 

It, 1864.—Skirmish at Bullitt’s Bayou, La. 

14- 21,1864.—Scout in Texas County, Mo., with skirmish {18th) at Thomasville, 

Mo. 

15- 19,186*1.—Operations in Randolx>h, Howard, and Boone (bounties, Mo., with 

skirmish (16th) at Oolumhia. 

lt>-25,1864.—Operations in the vicinity of Morganza, La., with skirmishes at 
\Villiamspoi*t (16th), at the Atchafalaya River (17th), and at 
Bayou Alabama and Morgan’s Ferry (20th). 

18.1864. —Skirmish near Lexington, Mo. 

18-Oi*t. 5,1861.—S(‘out on the Cimarron River, in Northeastern New Mexico. 
20-25,1864.—Scout in La Fayett<* County, Mo., with skirmish (23d) on the 
Arrow Rock Road. 

21,1861.—Affair near Council Grove, Kans. 

22.1864. —Skirmish at Carthage, Mo. 

Skirmish near Longwood, Mo, 

22-28,1864.—Scout from Helena to Alligator Bajou, Ark. 

23.1864. —Affair near Fort Smith, Ark. 

Maj. Gen. Stejjheu A. ITiirlbut, V. S. Army, assumes command of 
the Department of the Gulf. 

25.1864. —Skirmish at Walnut Creek, Kans. 

25- Oct. 13,1864.—Expedition from Little Rock to Fort Smith, Ark., with 

skirmishes at Clarksville (September 28), at White 
Oak Creek (September 29), and at Clarksville (0(*to- 
ber 9). 

26.1864. —Skirmish at Vache Grass, Ark. 

Skirmish at Osage Mission, Kans. 

26-30,1864.—Expedition from Napoleonville to Grand River and Bayou Pigeon, 
La. 

26- Oct.30,1864.—Expedition from Natchez, Miss., to Waterproof and Sicily 

Island, La.* 

28.1864. —Skirmish in Polk County, Mo. 

29-Nov. 30,1864.—Operations against Indians in Nebraska and Colorado. 

30.1864. —Skirmish at Waynesville, Mo. 

—1864.—Capture of the steamer Ike Davis. 

Oct." 1- 4,1864.—Scout from Helena to Alligator Bayou, Ark, 

1- 31,1864.—Operations in Arkansas. 

1-Nov. 27,1864.—Expedition from Fort Craig, N. Mex., to Fort Goodwin, 
Ariz. Ter, 

2- 8,1864.—Expeditions to the Amite River, New River, and Bayou Manchac, 

La. 


* For report, see Vol. XXXIX, Part I, p. 572. 
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0<*t. (i. 1H64.—Expcditiou from Morgaiiza to I>ajou Saia, Ija., an<l skirmislif^h. 

T), 1861.—Skirmish at Atehafalaya, La. 

Skirmish at Saint Chailos, La. 

5- 9,1864.—Expedition ii-om Baton Rouge, La., to (Minton, OreenNimrg, 
Ob.yka, and Camp Moore, Lm 

6.1864. —Skirmish in Cole County, Mo. 

8.1864. —Skirmish in Barry County, Mo. 

9.1864. —Scout in Saint Francois Count>, Mo., ^sith skirmishes. 

10,1861.—Skimiish near Valley Station, Colo. Ttu‘. 

10-12,1864.—Scout in Pemiscot Countj, Mo. 

11.1864. —Attack on the steamer Resolute, on the White Ri\er, near Claien- 

don, Ark. 

13-20,18(>1.—Operations against Indians man Fort Belknap, Tex., with skir¬ 
mish (13th) on Elm Creek, T(‘x. 

13-21,1864.—Scout in the Sacramento Mountains, X. Mex. 

14.1864. —Skirmish near Fort Smith, Ark. 

Attack on Danville, Mo. 

Skirmish at the Boca Chiea Pass, Tex. 

15.1864. —Skinnisli at Bayou Liddell, La. 

16.1864. —Skirmish near Morganza, La. 

16-17,1861.—Expedition ixom Devall’s Bluff toward CMareudon, Ark. 

18.1864. —Skirmish in Baixy County, Mo. 

19.1864. —Skirmish in Crawford County, Ark. 

Skirmish near Montevallo, Mo. 

20.1864. —Skirmish near Waterloo, La. 

22.1864. —Attack on Union transport, on the \Vhit(^ Rivix, near Saint Charles, 

Ark. 

22-24,1864.—Expedition from Brashear City to Belle River, La. 

25.1864. —Attack on Clinton, Mo. 

26-27,1864.—Scout from Vidalia to the York PlantaTiou, La. 

29.1864. —Skirmish near Warrenton, Mo. 

29-Nov. 8,1864.—Expedition to Quincy, Mo., ^\ith skirmishes (Novemher 1 
and 2) near Quincy. 

Nov. 1,1864.—Skirmish at Rolla, Mo. 

Skirmish on the Big Piney, near Wayuesville, Mo. 

Skirmish near Lebanon, Mo. 

Affair at Greenton, Mo. 

1-30,1864,—Operations in Central Arkansas. 

Transfer of the First and Third Divisions, Sixteenth Army 
Corxis, from Missouri to Tennessee. 

2.1864. —^Affair at llazeids Farm, near Devall’s Bluff', Ark. 

3.1864. —Skirmish at Vera Cruz, Mo. 

5- 6,1864.—Operations in Mississippi County, Mo., with .skirmishes at Charles¬ 
ton (5th) and near Sikeston (6th). 

r>- 9,1804.—Expedition from Rolla to Licking, Texas (kuinty, Mo., with skir¬ 
mish (9th) near Licking. 

5-14,1864.—Operations in Colorado Territory. 

5-16,1864.—Expedition from Springfield, Mo., to Fort Smith, Ark., with skir¬ 
mishes (6th) near Cincinnati, Ark. 

5- 23,1864.—Expedition from Lewisburg to Port Smith, Ark., with skirmishes. 

6- 7,1864.—Scout in Callaway County, Mo. 
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Nov, i>- 1861:,—Expedition from A'k*kf»bur{>, Miss., to Gaines’ Landinej and Bayou 

Macon, La.^ 

6-16,1864.—Affairs at Fort Lyon, C’olo. Ter. 

1864.—Scout from Devall’s Bluff' in Searcy and Clinton, Ark. 

10.1864. —Skirinisli at Neoslio, Mo. 

11-21,1864.—Scout from Springfield, Mo., to Huntsville and Yellville, Ark., 
with skirmishes. 

12.1864. —Skirmish near Gentreville, Mo. 

13.1864. —Skirmish with Indians at Ash Creek, near Fort Lamed, Kans. 
13-16,1864.—Scout in Pemiscot Comity, Mo., with skirmish. 

11.1864. —Skirmish on Cow Creek, Kaus. 

15.1864. —Skirmish at Clinton, La. 

16-18,1864.—S<‘Out fironi DevalPs Bluff* to West Point, Ark., with skirmishes. 
16-23,1864.—Expedition from Brookfield to Brunswick, Keytesville, and Salis¬ 
bury, Mo. 

16- 25,1864.—Expedition from Cape Girardeau to Patterson, Wayne County, 

Mo., with skirmishes at Reeves’ Mill (19th), and at Buckskull, 
Randolph County, Ark. (20th). 

17- 19,1864.—Expedition from Brashear City to Bayou Portage, La., with skir¬ 

mish (18th) at Lake Fausse Pointe, La. 

18.1864. —Skirmish at Fayette, Mo. 

19-27,1864.—Expedition from Terre Bonne to Bayou Grand Caillou, La., with 
affair (23d) at Bayou Grand Caillou. 

20.1864. —Skinnisli with Indians near Fort Zarah, Kans. 

21- 30,1864.—Operations in the vicinity of Fulton, Mo., with skirmish (28th) 

near Fulton. 

22- 24,1864.—Scout from Devall’s Bluff to Augusta, Ark. 

23.1864. —Skirmishes at Morganza, La. 

23-Dec. 10,1864.—Expedition from Fort Wingate against Indians in New 
Mexico, with skirmish (December 1) on tlie Red River. 

24.1864. —Skirmish at Saint Charles, Ark. 

25.1864. —Aft'air at Raccourci, near AVilUamsport, La. 

Engagement with Indians at Adobe Fort, on the C‘anadian River, 
N. Mex. 

26.1864. —Skirmish at Osage, Mo. 

27-30,1864.—Scout from Little Rock to Benton, Ark. 

28.1864. —The Department of Mississippi created, and Maj. Gen. Napoleon 

J. T. Dana, XT. S. Arniy, assigned to its command. 

Skirmish on Cow Creek, Kans. 

29,18(>4.—Skirmish at DoyaPs Plantation, La. 

Attack on the steamer Alamo, on the Arkansas River, near Darda- 
nelle. Ark. 

Engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. Ter. 

29-Dec. 3,1864.—Scout from AVarrensburg to the Greenton A^'aHey, Mo. 

Dec. 1,1864.—Skirmish near Cypress Creek, Perry County, Ark. 

1- 3,1864.—Operations in the vicinity of AA'aynesville, Mo., with skirmisli 
(2d) on the Big Piney. 

1- 5,1864.—Expedition from Helena, Ark., to Friar’s Point, Miss. 


For report, see A’^ol. XXXIX, Part 1, p. 899, 
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Def‘. 1~31,1864.—Operations in Central Arkansas. 

Operations against Indians in Nebraska, with skirmish ( 8 th) 
near Plnm Creek. 

2.1864. —Maj. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, U. B. Army, appointed to the com¬ 

mand of the Department of the Missouri, vice Rosecrans, 
relieved. 

3.1864. —Skirmish in Perry County, Ark. 

Skirmish near New Madrid, Mo. 

4.1864. —Skirmish on the New Texas road, near Morganza, La. 

Skirmish with Indians on Cow Creek, near Foit Zarah, Kan.s. 

5.1864. —Skirmish near Lewisburg, Ark. 

6 .1864. —Skirmish at Lewisburg, Ark. ^ 

7.1864. —Affair at Moselle Bridge, near Franklin, Mo. 

7- 8,1864.—Expedition from Devalls Bluff to Augusta, Ark. 

8.1864. —^Maj. Gen. Napoleon J.T. Dana, U. S. Army, assumes command of 

the Department of Mississippi. 

Affair at Tuscumbia, Mo. 

9.1864. —^Maj. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, IT. S. Army, assumes command ot 

the Department of the Missouri, 

10-23,1864 —Expedition against Indians in Central Arizona, with skirmish 
(15th) on Hassayampa Creek. 

12.1864. —Skirmish on the Amite River, La. 

13.1864. —Affair near DevalPs Bluff, Ark. 

13-14,1864.—^Expedition from Morganza to and beyond Morgan’s Ferry, La. 
13-15,1864.—Expedition up the White River from DevalPs Bluft‘, Ark. 

14.1864. —Skirmish in the Cypress Swamp, near Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

14.1864- Jan. 5, I 860 .—Operations in the vicinity of Hermitage Plantation, 

near Morganza, La. 

16-19,1864.—^Expedition from Morganza to the Atchafalaya River, La. 

18.1864. —Skirmish on Little River, in New Madrid County, Mo. 

19.1864. —Skirmish at Rector’s Farm, Ark. 

20.1864- Jan. 4,1865.—^Expeditions from Cape Girardeau and Dallas, Mo., 

to Cherokee Bay, Ark., and the Saint Francis River, 
with skirmishes. - 

21.1864- Jan.5,1865.—Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to destroy the Mo¬ 

bile and Ohio Railroad, and engagements at Verona, 
Miss. (25th), and at Egypt, Miss. (28th). 

22.1864. —Skirmish on Franklin Creek, Miss. 

Maj. Gen. Joseph J. Reynolds, U. S. Army, supersedes Maj. Gen. 
P'rederick Steele in command of the Department of Arkansas. 

23- 24,1864.—^Expedition from Baton Rouge to Clinton, La. 

24.1864. —Skirmish near Fort Smith, Ark. 

24- 25,1864.—Scout from Pine Bluff to Richland, Ark., with skirmish (24th) 

near Richland. 

26.1864- Jan. 1,1863.—Expedition against Indians in Central Arizona, with 

skiimisli (January 1) al Sycamore Springs, Anz. 
Ter. 

30, 1864.—Skirmish near Canithersville, Mo. 
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JULY 1, 1864—Skirmisli near Fayette, Mo. 

REJPOJRTS. 

No. 1.—Gen. Clint(m B. Fisk. T^. S. Arni>, <‘onnnan<lin^ District of Noi'th 
Missouri. 

No. 2.—Maj. Reeses ijeoiiard, Ninth Missouri State Militia (^avaJi^y. 

ISTo. 1. 

Jtieport of Brig. Oni. Clinton B, Fisk^ IT. S. Army, vommandmg District 

of North Mmom'i. 

Saint Joseph, Mo., July .5, iHdL 
Colonel: A small detaoliment of the Ninth Cavalry, Missouri State 
Militia, under Sergeant Koontze, fought Holtzclaw and his guerrillas 
yesteiday morning six miles from Fayette, in Howard County. Two 
of the guerrillas were killed and one wounded. Our loss one killed and 
one wounded. The guerrillas outnumbered our boys two to one. Holtz 
claw and his party were at breakfast at the residence of one Henry 
Miller, where they had been for several hours, but not one of the (jiti- 
zens of that loyal neighborhood reported the presence of tlie guerrillas 
to Major Leonard, who was in less than an hour’s ride, with force sufti- 
cient to have destroyed the entire band. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 

Brigadier-General. 

Col. O. D. CrREENE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Baint Louis. 


No. 2. 


Report of Maj, Reeves Leonard, Ninth Missouri Btate Militia Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. Detach. Ninth Cav., Missouri State Militia, 

Fayette, Mo., July 1861. 

General: Sergeant Koontze, of this command, with titteen men? 
had a skirmish yesterday, six miles from Fayc^tte, with Holtzclaw and 
twenty-five other guerrillas. Our loss one killed and one wounded. 
Holtzclaw’s loss two killed and one wounded. The guerrillas scat¬ 
tered j they were getting their breakfast at the house of one Henry 
Miller,* had been there all morningj no one reported the presence of 
these guerrillas, although there was ample opportunity. (Jolonel Will¬ 
iams is here; he rei)orts 150 guerrillas in the Pcnvlie'Hills, and 1 suj)- 
pose he will, start for there forthwith. 

li. LEONAKD, 

Major Ninth Cavalry, Missouri Btate Militia. 

Brig. Gen. 0. B. Fisk, 

Baint Joseph, Mo. 
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JULY 1-31, 1864.—Operations in Arkansas.^ 
suivEMA-TiY ow 'ram mvmisT'i’S. 

July 4,1864.—Skirmish in Searcy Comity. 

6.1864. —Skirmish near Benton. 

7.1864. —Skirmish at Van Bureii. 

8.1864. —Skirmish near Huntersville. 

10.1864. —Skirmish near Little Koek. 

Skirmish near Petit Jean. 

14.1864. —Action at Bayou Los Are. 

22.1864. —Skirmish near Pine Bliiti*. 

25.1864. —Affair at Benton. 

26.1864. —Action at Wallace’s Perry, Big Creek. 

27.1864. —Action ai Massard Prairi<‘, iicMir Fort Smilh. 

31.1864. —Action man* Fort Smith. 

IZKmOR'rS. 

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele,IT. S. Army, commanding the Department of Ar¬ 
kansas. 

No. 2.—Col. Ahraham H. Ryan, Third Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 

No. 3.—Maj. Tliaddens S. Clarkson, Third Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 

No. 4.—Col. James Stuart, Tenth Illinois Cavalry. 

No. 5.—Capt. David H. Wilson, Tenth Illinois Cavalry. 

No. 6.—Brig. Gen. Napoleon B. Buford, U. S. Army, commanding Distri(*t of Eastern 
Arkansas. 

No. 7,—Lieut. Col. Moses Reed, Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored Troops. 

No. 8.—Maj. Eagleton Carmicdiael, Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry. 

No. 9.—Lieut. TIarmoii T. Chappel, Battery E, Second U. S. Colored Light Artillery, 
No. 10,—Brig. Gen. John M, Thayer, U. S, Army, commanding District of the Fron¬ 
tier. 

No. 11.—Lieut. Jacob Morehead, Sixth Kansas Cavalry. 

No. 12.—Li(‘ut. Levi F. Stewart, Sixth Kansas Cavalry. 

No. 13.—Brig. (ien. Josejih O. Slndby, C. S. Army. 

No. 11.—Maj. Gen. Samuel B. Maxey, C. S. Army. 

No. 15,—Brig. Gen. Douglas H. Cooi^er, C. 8. Army. 

Ko. 1. 

Report of Maj. Oen. Frederklc ^teele^ XT. S. Army., commanding the 
Department of Arhinmn. 

Headquarters Department of Arkansas, etc,, 

Little Roohj ArTc.^ August 

Eecord of military operations in the Department of Arkansas for the 
month of July, 18C4: 

4thy a iiarty of hfty-five men, of tlie Third Arkansas Cavalry Volun¬ 
teers, from Lewisburg, iindei* command of Captain Hamilton, of that 

’'See also skirmish near Brownsville, July 13, p. 68; reconnaissance from Pine 
Bluff, July 13, p. 68; expedition from Helena to Buck Island, July 13-16, p. 69; 
skirmish on the Benton road, near Little Rock, July 19, p. 87; operations on the 
White River, July 19-25, p. 87; scout in Yell County, July 25-August 11, p. 131; 
scout to Searcy and West Point, July 26-28, p. 174; skirmish at Hay Station No. 3, 
July 30, p. 183; and skirmish near Pino Bluff, July 30, p, 183. 
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reghnerit, made a raid into Searcy, Ark., and killed 7 rebels, wounded 
4, and captured 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, and 53 men, who were organ¬ 
ized for General Shelby’s command. They also captured 12 horses and 
mules, 15 stand of arms, and 1 stand of colors. 

6th, Lieutenant Mason, Third Arkansas Cavalry, returned to Lewis- 
burg from a scout to NTorristown, having captured 3 deserters and de¬ 
stroyed 5 flats and skifls. 

10th, a scouting party, consisting of one lieutenant and twenty men 
of the Tenth Illinois Cavalry Yolunteers, ran into a small party of Con¬ 
federates about twenty miles north of Little Eo(*k, killing and Avonnding 
4 and taking 1 prisoner. 

11th, Lieutenant Tieadway, Third Arkansas Cavalry, returned to 
Lewisburg from scout to near De^dl’s Eork, having killed rebel Captain 
Christopher and 1 man. 

12th, Captain Gill, Third Arkansas Cavah?y Volunteers, returned to 
Lewisburg, having had a fight with Captain Adams’ company on the Ar¬ 
kansas Liver near Petit Jean [lOthJ, in which he killed 2 and wounded 
several of the enemy. 

14th, a battalion of the Fourth Arkansas Cavalry returned from 
scout through Saline, Hot Springs, and Montgomery Counties. Fought 
with small bands of the enemy daily until arriving at Farr’s Mill. Cap¬ 
tain Green, with twenty-five men of this battalion, engaged Cook’s and 
Crawford’s companies, immbering about 100 men, drove them and 
killed 4 and wounded 6 of the enemy, without a single accident ha])- 
pening to his men. The battalion lost, during the expedition, 1 private 
killed. Captain Quin and Lieutenant Spiva and G inivates wounded, 
and 3 men missing. 

17th, Lieutenant Williams, Third Arkansas Cavalry, returned to 
Lewisburg from scout to Norristown, Dover, &c., having killed 3 bush¬ 
whackers and 2 horses on the Arkansas Eiver below Norristown. 

22d, Caiitain Tajdor, Third Arkansas Cavalry, returned to Lewisburg, 
fi'om scout to Eed Eiver, having killed 4 of the enemy. JVIaj. L. K. 
Thacher, Ninth Kansas Cavalry, while on a scout fiiteen miles north¬ 
west of Pine Bluff, sui'prised the camp of Captain Lightlbot, of Cabell’s 
command, wounding 1 man, capturing 2 horses, 3 guns, and a large 
amount of provisions and medical stores, which he destroyed. 

24th, Lieutenant Eeynolds, Third Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers, 
returned to Lewisburg Ifom scout eight miles beyond Camp Myrick, 
having killed 10 of Jackman’s and Shelby’s men and bringing in 3 
prisoners. 

25th, a scouting party from the Thfrd Missouri Cavalry, under <*om- 
mand of Captain Ing, proceeded to Benton, Ark., and charging into the 
town Private George W. Lucas, Company C, Third Missouri Cavalry, 
pursued and killed the rebel Brig. Geii. George M. Uolt, Arkansas 
militia, capturing his arms and horse. 

25th, a reconnoitering party, consisting of 360 men of the Fifty-sixth 
and Sixtieth U. S. Colored Infantry and one section of Lembke’s col¬ 
ored battery, the whole under command of Col. W. S. Brooks, Fifty- 
sixth U. S. Colored Infanti-y, moved fr‘om Helena in the direction of 
Wallace’s Ferry, on Big Creek, with the view of ascertaining the designs 
and force of the enemy. At the same time 150 men of the Fifteenth 
Illinois Cavahy Volunteers, xxnder command of Major Carmichael, 
dropped down the Mississippi Eiver on board a steamer, and landing 
at a point below Old Town, marched in the direction of Simms’ Ferry, on 
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Big Creek, to co-operate with (^oloiiel Biooks. The ijifaiitiy and artil¬ 
lery crossed Big Creek at 5 a. in. on tlie 2()tli, and learned that the 
rebel General Dobbin was near there in tbi‘ee, having three regiments, 
estimated at 1,500 men. Colonel Brooks reerossed his command, Dobbin 
crossing lower down and before him and attacked him in front and on 
the right flank with vigor. The infantry and artillery held their ground 
stubbornly for several hours, when Major Carmichael, hearing the can¬ 
nonading, made a forced inarch and charged through Dobbin’s com¬ 
mand just at the moment when lie had brougiit up his reserve and was 
about to make a final charge. Our forces immediately assumed the 
offensive and inarifiied in the direction of Helena, the enemy giving way 
before them, but following them up within nine miles of tliat place. 
Our loss was about 50 in killed and wounded, including Colonel Brooks,* 
Captain Lembke,t Adjutant Pratt,f and Surgeon Stoddard,* of the 
Fifty-sixth Colored, killed, and Lieutenant Crane^ severely wounded j 
1 caisson and i limber that Avere blown uj), their horses having been 
killed. The enemy’s loss is estimated by officers wlio were in the 
action at about 150 men. 

27th, a force of between 1,500 and 2,000 rebels, under General Gano, 
attacked our outposts seven miles from Fort Smith, consisting of about 
200 men of the Sixth Fiansas, under command of Captain Mefford, mov¬ 
ing up in two (iolumns, the one driving in the pickets and the other 
flanking them. Captain Mefford fought his men bravely, but was soon 
overpowered, and he and 82 of his men were taken ])risouers. The 
enemy retired belbre re-onibreemeuts could be sent. Ten of our nieii 
were lulled and 15 Avoundc^d. The enemy lost 12 killed and 20 wounded, 
left on the field. 

Major Galloway, oi‘ the First Arkansas Cavalry, routed Major Tick¬ 
ler’s and Buck BroAAUi’s forces, killing Major Pickier and a number of 
his men, and (‘apturiug 35 horses and mules. Captain Worthington, 
of the same regiment, subsequently atta<*ked a portion of BroAvn’s force, 
killing 0 and caiituring 15 horses and mules. 

20tli, Captain iTapier, Third Arkansas Cavalry, returned from scout 
to Greenbrier, having kilh^l tlu^ rebel Captain Birr near Eed Eiver. 

I have the lionor to be, very respectfully, yoiu* obedient vservaut, 

F. STEELE, 

jM ajor- Genera 7, Oommanding, 

Brig. Gen. L. Thomas, 

AdjHtant-Qe)ieral (L Armg^ Wa^shingtot^ D, 0. 


No. 2. 

Eej)ortH of Col. Abraham H. Ah/aiq Third Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 

LwiSBXJBa, Ark., July 13,180i—9 p. m. 
Captain: Captain Gill has returned from scout through Perry and 
Yell Counties; had two fights with Oonly’s bushwhacking regiment. 
Euii them, killing 5 and wounding 10, bringing in 2 iirisoners and 8 

M)f nic5(>tli U. H. Coloird Infantry. 

} Of Battory E. 2d U. S. Colored Artillery, 

t Of tlio (jOth U, S. Colored liifuntiy. 
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liorses. The men retreated on island below Dardanellej where Conly 
is trying to raise an old tiat-boat lying there. There is no other 
force of the enemy in that section. I have sent scout this evening be¬ 
yond PerryAulle, then up the Pourclie; also one to Korristown, Dover, 
&e. Is that infantry regiment comingf Eiver rising. 

Resnectiully, 

A. II. 

(U)lonoU (Jommandimj Pont, 

Ca[)t. 11. Dyer, 

ulssistcinf (it tif'ral. 


LEWiSBuna, fJ^hj \14\, I8b4. 

CAPTAIN: Lieiihmant Wilhams in from scout to Norristown. All 
quiet on this side of the river. Great complaints made against Ninth 
Kansas Cavalry; they robbed men and women, haend and foe, indis¬ 
criminately. Captain Gill had a tight on Sunday with Captain Adams’ 
company on river above Petit Jean, killing two and wounding several 
of the enemy. He is now after a force reported eight miles back of Dar- 
danelle. Captain Adams’ wife is now in Little Rock arranging to sell 
and get away cotton. fcShe [has] sold and shii:yi)ed seven bales already* 
Eespecttlilly, 

A. H. RYAN, 

Colonel^ d’c. 

Capt. 0. H. Dyer, 

Assmant AdJutanUGeneral. 


No. 

Be 2 )ort of Maj. Tliaddem N. Clarkson^ Third Arkamas (Jaralrt/ {Union). 

Lbwisbitrg-, July 7, lS6i—10 a. m. 

Captain : I sent out Captain namilton, Avith fifty-five men, on- Sat- 
ui'day, the 2d, to go into Searcy County and break up a company of 
men organizing to join Shelby; lie returned last night, having killed 7 
rebels, wounded 4, and (‘/aptured 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, and 53 men, 
who had organized and were to start on Tuesday last for Shelby. He 
(*aptured also 12 horses and mules, 15 stand of arms, and 1 stand of 
colors. Oajitain Hamilton reports from an organized [.vie] a regiment 
north of Batesville, to join Shelby, who, he still thinks, is down on White 
River. One of the men killed by Captain Hamilton was a deserter from 
this regiment, Avho had joined the rebels. I will send the prisoners 
down by first boat. 

T. S. CLARKSON, 
Majorj Commanding Post, 

Capt. (J. H. Dyer, 

Assistant AdjutanUGeneral. 
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No. 4. 

Eepoyf of Col. Jamen Stuart., Tenth I}U)iois (Uiralry. 

UrNTERwSVlLLE, Juhj [9J, IHhl. 

(Received <S.15 n. in. lOtli) 

Oavtain: Tlie vseout of one lieutenant iind hventy men sent out by 
me returned last ni^lit. Tiny ran into a small ]>arty of rebels; killed 
and wounded 4; took 1 ])risouer. 

JAS. STUART, 
'iU)loncl, Commanding Post. 

Capt. FI. D^ku, 

^ I HHistant A<ljIfian ^ Gen(mL 


Xo. r>. 


Reports of Capt. lUimd II. Witson. Tenth Illinois CamJry. 


Brownsvtrle, Ark,, duly i-i, JHGI—5 p. m. 
(tF 4NERAL: My (‘amp at Bayou I)es Are was attaek<‘d at 4.30 this a. 
m. by a lar^e fore<‘—1 should think 800. I went into the fight with 
214 men and 7 officers, and <*aine out with 75 men and 5 officers. The 
atacking jiarty I believe to be Shelby. 

Respectfully, 


Brig. Oen. E. A. Oarr, 


I). II. WILSON, 
Oaptainj Tenth Illinois Cavalry. 


(I in ni(f n d! ,ig l> is tri et. 


Brownsville, July If IHGJ — 9./j0 p. m. 
(tKNKRAL : Yours by telegraph is just at hand. The attack was made 
oil my command at 4,30 this a. m. The attacic was made on three sides at 
the same time. The enemy was dismounted in the front and rear, and 
mounted on left flank. Tli’ey must have got into ])osition and made the 
attack at onc<‘, as my disjiatch bearer to Brownsville hit camp at 4 o’clock 
and saw nothing of the emnuy. I intended to move to Austin thus 
morning and wa>s all ready to start wiien tlu^ attack was made. On the 
tire of the first gun I ordered my bugler to blow to horse. The Squad¬ 
rons II, K, and 1) were pressed so hard by the enemy that they only 
made out to mount and fall ba(‘k, and lost largely in men and liorses 
before that (umld b(^ done. By this tim<‘ both squadrons were mounted 
and in line. I ord(‘red them to dismount, to tight on foot, intending to 
fall back to tlu^ bayou, whieh was about fifty puds in the rear of the 
two last-named vsquadroiis. As they were dismounting they received 
volleys from three sipiadrons ot‘ the enemy that had advanced to the 
north side of the bayou, dismountiKl and (Tossed the bayou, and lay 
under the south bank. 1 then ordered the two squadrons to mount, 
and seeing the enemy nearly ’round my right to the bayou and about 
three squadrons of niounted cavalry <mming up on my left, I ordered 
the two mounted squadrons to break by fours, the left, and charge out 
between the left of mounted cavalry and the right of the dismounted. 
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They did so, fighting tlieir way out. The enemy did not show but very 
little disijosition to pursue. My loss ii^ killed, wounded, and missing 
is 129 men and 2 officers; also iny team and ambulance. 

1 am, respectfully, 

D. H. WILSON, 

Captain^ Commanding Detachment Tenth Illinois Cavalry, 
General Oarr. 


No. 0. 

Beports of Brig. Gen, Napoleon B. Buford.^ U. Army^ eommanding 
District of Eastern Arkansas. 

Headquarters District of Eastern Arkansas, 

EelenOj ArJc.^ July 26^ 1864, 

Sir : In order to ascertain the force and design of the enemy, yester¬ 
day at 4 p. m. I sent out a reconnoitering party of 280 of the Fifty- 
sixth U. S. Colored Inf y, eighty of the Sixtieth, and one section of 
Lenibke’s colored battt > all under the command of Col. W. 8. Brooks, 
of the Fifty-sixth, with oif ers to cross Big Creek at Wallace’s Feny, 
and co-operate with Major Carmichael, of the Fifteenth Illinois Cavahy, 
who left at the same time with 150 men of his regiment, dropping 
down in a steamer below Old Town, and marching to Simms’ Feny, on 
Big Creek, to pass through Trenton, and co-operate with Colonel Brooks. 
All moved as was designed. The infantry and artillery crossed BigCreek 
at 5 this a. m. and learned that Colonel Dobbin was near there in for(*e 
with three regiments estimated at 1,500 men. Brooks recrossed, Dobbin 
crossing lower down before him and attacking him in front and on his 
right flank with vigor. The assault was bravely resisted for three and a 
hah: hours against this great odds, when Major Carmichael, who heard 
the cannonading, recrossed Big Creek to this side and made a forced 
march, arriving at the critical moment, when Dobbin had marshaled 
his reserve and was about to make a final charge on our exhausted 
forces. Colonel Brooks, Captain Lembke, Adjutant Pratt, and Surgeon 
Stoddard had been killed, and Lieutenant Crane severely wounded. 
Carmichael charged right through Dobbin and at once changed the 
fortune of the day, our forces immediately assuming the offensive and 
marched homeward, the enemy giving way before them, but following 
up within nine miles of this place. The whole force retuimcd in high 
spirits, having successfully combated more than three times their num¬ 
ber, and leaving only about 50 killed and wounded, with a very slight 
loss of baggage, and one caisson and one limber that were blown ux), 
owing to their horses having been killed. The colored troops fought 
like veterans, none flinched. Major Carmichael by his decision and 
energetic eflbrts saved the day. All the troops deserve inaise. Major 
Caimichael captured 4 prisoners, from whom I learn that but for this 
reconnaissance Dobbin would have attacked the i>lantations below this 
place at daybreak to-morrow, and that Shelby is in force on the Spring 
Creek road, and it was expected that Dobbin would draw me out with 
a large part of my command, when Shelby would attack the batteries 
from the hills. 1 will soon make you more detailed reports of the exac^t 
losses. All the officers estimate the enemy’s loss at about 150 killed 
and wounded. The artillery was nobly served by its brave commander, 

■nrTiri lioa n'lxrmi ln*a lifp 1n*«i <»miTltvv loSS of Colouel Bl'OOkS 
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the army and the country will mourn a brave and gallant officer. The 
other offieervS who were killed died at the post of duty, leaving behind 
them spotless reputations, 1 again earnestly call G-eneral Steele’s 
attention to the smallness of my cavalry and artillery force. But for 
this reconnaissance I should have had my hands Ml to-morrow. What 
may it bring forth ? 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

K. B. BUFOKB, 

Br igad lev- Genera Comm a nd ing. 

Lieut. Ool. W. 1). Green, 

A ss ista nt Ad} ii ta n ^ Genera I, 


HEAD(iTTARTERS DlSTKK^T OE EASTERN xVRKANISAS, 

Helena^ Arlx,^ July 

Dear Sir: Soon alter my dispatch of this date left, I learned by my 
returning forces that my troops, instead of ^^tsaster, made a glorious 
fight. The colored infantry, 360, and one s.e?"* ^ *n of colored artillery, 
all under the command of Ool. W. S. Drook^j sixth CJ. S. Colored 
Infantry, crossed Big Creek at 5 a. lu., and Ivarning the enemy were in 
force recrossed, and were atta(*ked by Colonel Dobbin with three 
mounted regiments on the front and right. The assault was bravely 
resisted for tliree hours and a half, when Major Carmichael, command¬ 
ing 150 men of the Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry, who had (Tossed Big 
Creek at a point seven miles below the infantry, hearing the artillery, 
made a forced march, recrossed the (uec^k, and came in to the relief (ft* 
the infantry, just as th(*y wer(* being overi)owered. Dobbin had a full 
regiment of his reserves brought forward to make a final charge on oim 
exhausted foives, Colonel Brooks, Ca])tain Lembke, of the artillery, 
Adjutant Pratt, and Lieutcmant Crane liaving fallen, the first three 
killed and tlie latter severely woundcTl, and having lost about eighty 
killed and wounded, wlum Major Carmicdiael (diarged through his lines 
and turned the fortune oi‘ tlu^' day. Our for(*(*s returned here in good 
order, bringing oft* the killed officers and all the wounded, with very 
light loss of t)aggage. Burgeon Stoddard, of the Fifty-sixth U. S. Col¬ 
ored Infantry, was killed in the act of examining the mortal wound of 
his brave coloiud. The officers import tln^ (uiemy suffered the loss of at 
least 150 killeM and wounded. All the (*oinmand have returned in fine 
spirits, only mourning i-he gallant (hmd. Major (’armichael (‘aptuiTd 
four prisoners, from whom 1 learn that it was the desigii of Dobbin fo 
have overrun the h'ased ■i)lantations to-morrow at dawn and draw me 
out, and that Shelby’s force are marcliing on nn^ by the Spring Oreede 
road- If this is true, except for this reconnaissance I would have had 
my hands full to-morrow morning. All tlu^ (‘ountry are in arms. If 
you send me re-enforcements I shall march out and try to clear the 
country of thekenemy. The (‘olored troops, 280 of the Fifty-sixth, eighty 
of the Sixtieth, and Lembke’s battery, have won great credit. 

1 am, your friend and obedient servant, 

K B. BUFOBD, 

BrUjadier-General^ Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. C. th Washburn, 

Commanding District of West Tennessee. 

2 R R—VOL XLI, PX X 
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AJ>DENUA. 

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Gist, op Eastern Arkansas, 

Ko. 47, ) Helena^ Arfc,, Jtdy 31,1864. 

This commaml is in mourning lor four of its most meritorious and 
gallant officers. On the morning of the 26th instant Ool. W. S. 
Brooks, in command of detachments of the Fifty-sixth and the Sixtieth 
U. S. Colored Infantry, and one section of Leinbke’s battery, number¬ 
ing, aU told, 368 men and officers, were attacked by overwhelming 
forces, at least three to one, at Big Creek. Surrounded and pressed 
on three sides, the whole command unflinchingly held their ground for 
three hours, doing so much damage to the enemy that he was success¬ 
fully kept at bay. Col. W. S. Brooks early in the engagement, 
mounted, marshaling and encouraging his men, at the post of duty 
and honor, fell mortally wounded. His honorable career is thus early 
closed, fie entered the service as a private in the First Iowa Infantry. 
He was promoted to a lieutenant of the Nineteenth Iowa. He distin¬ 
guished himself at the battle of Wilson’s Creek, and again at the bat¬ 
tle of Prairie Grove, where he was wounded. He was appointed lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel of his regiment, now^ the Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored 
Infantry, and promoted to be its colonel, in which office he displayed 
all the qualities of an excellent officer, the regiment exhibiting daily 
improvement in knowledge and discipline under his command. He 
was enterprising and sought active duty and distinction. And how 
shall we mourn the gallant Capt. James F, Lenibke? He was a youth¬ 
ful foreigner, but he became a true American citizen. He enlisted as 
a private at the breaking out of the rebellion in Taylor’s (Chicago) bat¬ 
tery. He fought at Behnont, Donelson, Shiloh, Chickasaw Bayou, 
Arkansas Post, and Vicksburg. He was so brave and intelligent that 
he was made captain of Battery E, Second U. S. Colored Artillery 
(light), and came here with orders to enlist and organize his battery. 
We have witnessed his success and faithfulness. Early in the action 
of the 26th instant, at the post of duty, he fell mortally wounded. 
The Swedes in America have given us no better soldier. They and 
we shall cherish his fame. Adjt. Theodore W. Pratt, of the Sixtieth 
- JJ. S, Colored Infantry, eagerly volunteered to go with his small de¬ 
tachment as aide-de-camp to Colonel Brooks. He was a useful and 
faithful officer. He sought active service and distinction, and proved 
his gallantly and devotion. He fell mortally wounded, on the 26th 
instant, at the post of duty. Sui*g. J. C. Stoddard has been known 
to us as the skillful and faithful surgeon of the Fifty-sixth U. S. Col¬ 
ored Infantry ftom its organization. His attention to his duties was 
unsurpassed by any of the officers of his dei)artment. He was killed 
while in the act of examining the wounds of his brave commander. 

While this action has filled us with moui'iiing for the four gallant 
officers who yielded up their lives, we mourn also for nineteen killed of 
our brave troops, and sympathize with Lieut. A. B. Crane, of Company 
D, of the Fifty-sixth IT. S. Colored Infantry, wffio was severely woundeil. 
But we rejoice in the glory acquired on this well disputed field by our 
colored troops. Will they fight? Ask the enemy. 

This little band was rescued by Major Carmichael, who was sent out 
on a parallel line to co-operate, and who instantly fiew to the relief of the 
detachment, as soon as he heard the sounds of battle, seven miles distant, 
and with his small force of 140.men of the Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry 
broke the enemy’s line and enabled our forces to assume the offensive 
and return safely to Helena, though having to cut their way thi^ough 
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tlie enemy, wlio i epeateclly ob!sti‘U(*ted tlieir patli with superior numbers. 
We have i)ai(l tbe last honors to the dead. Tlieii* memories will never 
X)eriwsh. 

By order of Brig*. Gen. NT. B, Bufor'd: 

T. 0. MEATYABD, 

A.s‘6 istant Adjutant- QeneraL 


Ko. 7. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Moses Reed, Fifty-sixth IT. 8. Colored Troops. 

Headquarters Fifty-sixth U. s. Colored Infantry, 

Helena, Arh.^ July 27^ 1864. 

General: I have tlie honor to communicate to youtlie following 
report of an engagement at Wallace’s Ferry, on Big Creek, twenty-two 
miles south of west of Helena, Ark,, on the 26th day of JiUy, 1864, be¬ 
tween a Federal forcie consisting of 315 infantry, tw(*) pieces of artillery, 
and 130 cavalry, all under the command of Col. W. S. Brooks, Fifty- 
sixth U. S. Colored Infantry, and a Confederate force under the com¬ 
mand of (xeneral Bobbin, numbering at least 1,500 cavalry and mounted 
infantry: 

We arrived within three-quarters of a mile of Big Creek at 3 a. m. 
of the 26th instant. Made a reconnaissance across the creek at day¬ 
light, but failing to find an enemy there, and gathering from citizens 
and negroes the information that the enemy had left the day before in 
the direction of Cotton Plant, we recrossed the creek, threw out pickets, 
and in an hour were unexpectedly attacked by an enemy largely our su¬ 
perior in numbers, who advanced upon us ftom three sides at the same 
time. We formed our lines and held our position for about four hours 
under a severe and continuous fire from the enemy, their lines being in 
some places not more than fifty yards ftom oiu* o\vii. The fight was 
severe until about lOti’clock, when a detachment of the Fifteenth Illi¬ 
nois Cavalry, under MOiior Carmichael, came to our assistance, cutting 
their way directly through the enemy’s lines to reach us. On their 
arrival the enemy gave way on our right, and, after consultation with 
Major Carmichael, who re])resented that Shelby’s command was in our 
rear with ftom 4,000 to 6,000 men, that (tould be concentrated in an 
hour or two, and brought to bear upon us, I determined to retreat, 
which was effected by officers and men of the command in a gallant 
and successful manner. The enemy continually pressed us on all sides, 
we marching in line of battle, keeping up a constant runuing fight to 
within eleven miles of Helena, where we found them in force on our 
ft'ont while they were also pressing us heavily from the rear. We im¬ 
mediately engaged them in front, driving them handsomely for two 
miles, when they withdrew and did not again molest us. The enemy 
here lost 7 killed. 

I regret to state that a few minutes after the fight opened, Capt. J. F. 
Lembke, Second U. S. Colored Artillery (light), was killed, and Col. W. 
S. Brooks, Fifty-sixth TJ. 8. Colored Infantry, and Adjutant Pratt, ot 
the Sixtieth U. S. Colored Infantry, both fell mortally wounded and 
expired on the field. Soon after, Surg. J. 0. Stoddard, Fifty-sixth TJ. S. 
Colored Infantry, while examining the wound of Colonel Brooks, was 
instantly killed, and First Lieut, A. B. Crane, Fifty-sixth TJ. 8. Colored 
Infantry, commanding Company B, fell severely wounded. These 
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officervs all fell nobly and gallantly defending tlieir country’s honor. 
Oapt. O'. W. Holibaugh, Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored Infantry, was also 
slightly wounded. 

Too much praise cannot be given Lieutenant Chappel and Sergeant 
Ward, of the Second U. S. Colored Artillery (light), for the gallant 
manner in which they served their pieces in keeping the enemy at 
bay, as also the brave Carmichael and his command, to whom we 
were indebted for our deliverance. I cannot pass without notice 
Chaplain J. Brooks, of the Fifty-sixth IT. S. Colored Infantry, who, 
with a small squad of men, rescaied ft'om the grasp of the enemy a 
caisson with all its horses; and here, too, I must make mention of 
First Lieut. W. O. Kretzinger, Fifty-sixth IT. S. Colored Infantry, who 
acted as my aide and behaved in a brave and gallant manner. Private 
Henry Jackson, wagon-master, Fifty-sixth TJ. S. Colored Infantry, is 
also entitled to favorable mention for bravery displayed upon the battle¬ 
field. Captains Eamsey and Brown, of the Sixtieth XT. S. Colored 
Infautiy, are entitled to a high meed of praise for their cool bravery 
and heroism under the most trying and difficult circumstances. I 
can only say that both officers and men of the entire command 
conducted themselves with the utmost bravery, coolness, and daring. 

Oiu* losses are comprised in the following: Fifty-sixth U. S. Colored 
Infantry, 2 commissioned officers and 11 men killed; 2 commissioned 
officers and 24 men wounded, and 3 men missing; total, commissioned, 
4; total, enlisted, 34; aggregate, 42. Sixtieth IJ. S. Colored Infantry, 
1 commissioned officer and 3 men killed, 10 men wounded; total, com¬ 
missioned, 1; total, enlisted, 13; aggregate, 14. Battery E, Second 
TJ. S. Colored Artillery (light), 1 commissioned officer and 1 man killed, 
3 men wounded, and 1 man missing; total, commissioned, 1; total, en¬ 
listed, 5; aggregate, 6. Total killed, wounded, and missing: Commis¬ 
sioned officers, 0; enlisted men, 56; aggregate, 62. A large number of 
horses and mules having been killed, we were obliged to leave on the 
field one caisson complete, one caisson body, 4 wagons and 1 medicine 
chest, all of which were desti'oyed. We also lost a quantity of small- 
arms, the number of which I cannot yet ascertain, but no artillery. 
We brought off the dead and wounded commissioned officers, also the 
most of oui* wounded men, leaving the remaining dead unburied. 
Adjt. S. J, Clark, of the Fifty-sixth IJ. S. Colored Infantry, lost 1 horse 
kiUed and equipments. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. EEED, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fifty-slvth U, IS, Colored Infantry^ Gomdg, 

Brig. Gen. NT. B. Buford, 

Gomdg. District of Eastern Arl<ansa8^ Helena^ Ark. 


Ho. 8. 

B&port of Maj. Eagleton Carmichael^ Fifteenth Illinois Camlry. 

Headquarters Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry, 

Helena^ Ark.^ Judy 27^ 186i. 

Sir: I left Helena in command of 140 men,-with the following offi¬ 
cers: Captains Hutchens and Adams, Lieutenants Ewing and Ander¬ 
son. Lieutenant Webster, of the Fifteenth, and Lieutenant David, of 
the Thirty-fifth Missouri, went as volunteers. I embarked at 3 p. m. 
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Oil tlie 25tli instant on tlie steamers Dove and Hamilton Belle; arrived 
at Gillen’s at 8 p. m.; disembarked and tedj ordeiiiig tlie boats to return 
immediately. I started on tlie march at 9 p. ni. and found great diffi¬ 
culty in traveling, it being so dark in the bottoms; arrived at Simms’ 
Ford, on Big Greek, at daylight. I learned there that all the pickets 
along the creek had been Avithdrawn the day before. I (‘rossed and 
2)roceeded on the diiect road to Trenton, and neai* Oailos we captured 
4 rebel prisonei*s, two of whom said they belonged to Foss’ regiment, 
and two to Gordon’s regiment, of Shelby’s command. They informed 
me that the headquarters of the command Avas near there. I went on 
and found where they had been encamped, but they were gone, having 
leffc their wagons, ambulan(*es, and some unarmed men who had scat¬ 
tered in the bushes on hearing of our approach. Just before I arrived 
at the camp I heard tlie artillery firing at Wallace’s Ferry, and thought 
it proper to waste no time in gathering up the rebel stragglers. I went 
on toward Trenton until within one mile and a lialf of that place, 
and hearing the musketry I changed my course so as to recross Big 
Greek, having satisfied myself that there were three regiments besides 
some straggling companies of rebels, and believed it for the best to 
reach Colonel Brooks’ command as soon as possible. I crossed Big 
Greek one mile and a half below Jim Seaif’s plantation, and ])ro 
ceeded up to Scaif’s, thence across Beaver Bayou, thence across Lick 
Creek near its confluence Avith Big Greek, thence up to the bottom, and 
struck the Wallace Ferry i‘oad, three-quarters of a mile in the rear of 
Colonel Brooks’ command, arriving at 19 a. m., and found the rebels in 
his rear on the road. We i)assed through them, driving them into the 
woods. I then halted my command, and, leaving it in charge of Cap¬ 
tain Hutchens, i)roceeded myself to communicate with the infantry 
command and learn its situation. I found that they had been fighting 
nearly five hours a very superior for(*e of rebels, well organized and well 
armed, and that Colonel Brooks and several of his officers were killed. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Feed consulted me on the i)rosi)ect of getting his 
command out, which I told him could be done. Leaving him i)reparing 
for the march, I returned to the cavahy, and found that they had had 
some sharp, fighting Avliile I was absent, Dobbin having made a charge 
upon them, whudi was re])ulsed, and Captain Hutchens charged the 
rebels and drove them from the field. We distributed the cavalry to 
the best advantage for the jmotection of the command, and Colonel 
Eeed coming up, we started for Helena. I left Captain Hutchens to 
conduct the rear, and too mu(*h i>raise cannot be awarded him for the 
skill and bravery displayed during the whole march, handsomely 
repelling every assault the enemy made upon him. 

On arriving near the junction of the Spring Creek road I expected 
to find the enemy there if at all in oui‘ fi‘ont in force, and had 
apprised Colonel IJeed of the probability and suggested that every¬ 
thing be ])repared for action. We found the enemy there, as I ex¬ 
pected, and were fully iirepared for them and drove them from their 
position, causing thein to disperse in not very good order. The rebels 
had annoyed us in front, rear, and both flanks all the way from Big 
Creek till after their last repulse at the junction of the Sju'ing Cr(^ek 
road. From there to Helena we were not troubled by them except in 
the rear. We ca])tured 5 i)risoners of war, 2 of Foss’ regiment and 2 
of Gordon’s regiment, Shelby’s command, 1 of Dobbin’s regiment. We 
captured 3 horses and 2 mules. Four of the animals have been turned 
over to the district quartermaster. Joseph Impey, hosj)ital steward, 
requests that he may keep oue horse which-was captured, that is now 
in his possession, in lieu of oue stolen last winter. 
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Lieut. P. W. Webster, Comiiaiiy D, who volunteered Ids services to 
accompany me, rendered very efficient ^service during tbe wbole expedi¬ 
tion. Lieutenant David, Thirty-flftb Missoui*i, is also entitled to inucli 
praise for valuable service rendered. Both of these officers seemed to 
be always where they were the most needed. Too much praise cannot 
be awarded to the other officers of the Pifteentli for promidness and 
bravery in executing every command. The men, too, are entitled to 
tlieir siiare of praise for their gallantry. One determination seemed to 
predominate, and that was to save the command at any cost. The offi¬ 
cers and men of the Fifteenth all unite in awarding the liighest praise 
to the offi(*ers and men of the colored troops for their stubborn bravery 
in every action of the day. 

The casualties in our regiment are as follows: 1 private. Company 
0, slightly wounded; 1 inivate of Com])any B, who accompanied (Col¬ 
onel Brooks as guide, missing. 

Yerv respectfully, &<*., 

E. CABMIOHAEL. 


MajoTj Comdcj Detachment Fifteenth Illinois^ Cavalry Yoh, 


Capt. T, 0. Meatyard, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Dlst, of Fastoii ArMnsas. 


NTo. O.”* 

B&port of Lieut. Harmon T. Ghappel., Battery E, Second IT. S. Colored 

Light Artillery. 

Hdqrs. Batty. E, Second IT. S. Col. Arty. (Lioht), 

Helena^ Arlc., July ^9, jIHOL 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the evening of July 25, at 
4.30 p. m., in company with Colonel Brooks, of the Fifty-sixth TJ. S. 
Colored Infantry, in command of detachments from the Fifty-sixth and 
Sixtieth U. S. Colored Intantry, with one section of Battery E, Second 
U. S. Colored Ai'tillery (light), commanded by Capt. J. F. Lembke, we 
moved out on the Little Eock road with orders to guard the crossing 
at Big Creek, eighteen miles from this place. 

We proceeded without delay as ordered until 9 p. m., when we halted 
one hour to rest and get supper, and again moved forward until 3 a. m. 
26th instant, within half a mile of Big Creek, where we halted till day¬ 
light. At daylight, leaving the transportation, two caissons and the 
rifled gun, with parts of two com])anies of infantry, we moved ahead 
and took position at the crossing of Big Creek, while Colonel Brooks 
with part of the infantry crossed over to make a reconnaissance. In less 
than an hour he returned, reporting no enemy in that vicinity, and at 
once ordering the force left in the rear forward, and that breakfast be 
got and the teams watered and fed. Before the teams were all un¬ 
hitched it was rumored that the enemy was advancing upon our rear. 
I at once got the rifled gun into position about 200 yards from the creek 
and facing our left, and awaited their approach. The enemy were con¬ 
cealed in the thick timber and were within 150 yards of us before J 
opened on them, when they charged with a yell, but being well sup¬ 
ported by Captain Brown, of the Sixtieth, with sixteen men, and Cap¬ 
tain Patten, of the Fifty-sixth, with twenty-flve men, and using canister 
rapidly and carefully, we repulsed them. They next took position 
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beliiiid the work foianiiig’ the bridge over the low ground, which com¬ 
pelled the infantry on my right to fall back; being thus left without 
support on my right or left 1 fell back and joined the main force, at 
once reporting to Captain Leinbke, who was on the right with the how¬ 
itzer. Before he had given me any instiuetions he wavS shot dead, this 
about half an hour after the first gun was fired. I at once ordered the 
rifled gun to sup])ort the left under Sergeant Graham, and went to 
assist my men on theright. From this time until 11 a. m. we kept up a 
brisk fire, when we were joined by Major Carmichael, of the FiAeenth 
Illinois Cavalry, with about 100 men of his command. After holding a 
consultation the ofiicers concluded to fall back, as the enemy would 
soon be re-enforced by troops from General Shelby^s command. Having 
six horses killed and seven badly wounded it was impossible to bring 
off my caissons, and just at starting two other horses were shot, whicli 
forced me to leave all but my two guns and one limber. 

The casualties were as follows: Killed, Capt. J. F. Lembke; mortally 
wounded, Corpl. William Smizer, and left on the field; mortally wounded, 
Private Eobert Jenkins, since dead; slightly wounded,Privates Thomas 
Thomas and Jacob Early; missing, Private Thomas Jeff. Green. 

During the whole fight the colored men stood up to theii* duty like 
veterans, and it was owing to their wStrong arms and cool heads, backed 
by fearless daring, alone that 1 was able to get away either of my guns. 
They marched eighteen miles at once, fought five hours, against three 
to one, and were as eager at the end as at the beginning for the fight. 
JNever did men, under su(*h circumstances, show greater ])hick or 
daring. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. T. CHAPPEL, 

First Lievt&iiant. 

Capt. T. C. Meatyarb, 

Assistmit AdJ%iiant-General^ THst, of Fasiern ArJcmisas, 


Ko. 10. 

Report of BrU). Oen, John M, Thayer^ U, aS^. Army^ commcmdmf} Dis¬ 
trict of the Frontier, 

Headquarters District of the Frontier, 

Fort Smithy Arl\y July 30y 1864, 

Sir: I have to report that on the moniingof the 27 th instant a force 
of between 1,500 and 2,000 rebels, under command of General Gano, all 
mounted, attacked my outpost, seven miles out, composed of about 200 
men of the Sixth Kansas Cavalry; under command of Captain Mef- 
ford. They moved up in two columns, one driving in the x^ickets, the 
other flanking them. Oaiff ain Mefford formed his men and fought them 
bravely, but was very soon overpowered, and he and 82 men were 
taken prisoners, and the enemy retired before re-enforcements could 
be got ro the relief of our men. I sent a force in pursuit but could 
not overtake them. There were 10 of our men killed and 15 wounded; 
12 of the enemy killed and 20 wounded, left on the field. I have been 
obliged to keex) a force out that distan(*e so thal our stock <*ould graze 
on the prairie. 

Some eight days ago (dght of my citizen scouts sui'i)rised the x)ickets 
of the enemy and took 1 lieutenant and C men prisoners, and brought 
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them ill. Major Galloway, of the First Arkansas Cavalry, routed Major 
Pickier and his command, belonging to Stand Watie and Buck Brown’s 
force, killing Major Pickier and a nnmber of his men, and captured 35 
horses and mules. Captain Worthington, of the same regiment, sub- 
seciuently attacked a portion of Brown’s force, killing 9 rebels and cap¬ 
turing 15 horses and 3 mules. The enemy, under Cooper and Maxey, are 
camped on Buck Creek about twenty-five miles southwest of here. I* 
still think their object is to hold this force here, and also to make raids 
across the river between here and Gibson when the river is fordable, as 
it soon will be. I have no fears as to this place or Gibson. I may have 
to withdraw the troops from Clarksville for the reason that I shall have 
to keep trains running from Foit Gibson to Fort Scott, and shall 
have to strengthen the escorts on that route, and also guard the fords 
between here and Gibson. I also have to furnish a large force to guard 
the parties putting up hay. My cavalry are almost useless as cavalry 
for the want of serviceable horses. 1 am anxious to hear about your 
situation and the movements of the enemy in yoiu" fr‘ont and below you. 
The force in my fr'ont is fr-om 5,000 to 7,000, nearly all mounted. 1 am 
only prevented fr*om moving out and fighting them by the want of cav¬ 
alry and artillery horses. I could not move my batteries twenty miles 
this hot weather before half of the liorses would give out. 

I would call your attention to the fact that the term of service of the 
Second Indiana Battery, now here, expires on the last of next month. 

1 should be glad to get the Third Kansas Battery up here, now' at 
Little Bock. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN M. THAYER, 
Bngadier-Geneml^ CommamJlng. 

* Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele, 

Gommaoiding Department of 

AD Dr.ND A 

Itinerary of the District of the Frontier^ commanded hy Brig, Gen, 

John J\t- Thayer,^ 

July 2 ,—The Ninth Kansas Cavalry w^as ordered to Little Rock. 

July 9 .—The First Arkansas Cavalry transferred to Third Brigade. 

July 11 ,—The Second Indian Home Guards transferred to Indian 
Brigade. 

July 21 ,—The Fourth Arkansas Infantry (organizing) w'as ordered 
to Little Rock. 

July 27 ,—At daybreak the Sixth Kansas Cavalry, on outpost duty, 
six miles ft^om Fort Smith, were attacked by General Gano’s (Texas) 
brigade. Loss: 10 killed, 17wounded; captured, 115 enlisted men and 

2 commissioned officers. Captain Meffbid and Lieutenant Defriese. 

July 81 ,—Pickets driven in by forces under Cooper, Gano, Stand 

Watie, and Folsoni, all mounted. Their advance was met by Colonel 
Judson, Sixth Kansas Cavalry, commanding Third Brigade, one mile 
from the fortifications, who succeeded, after a brisk engagement, in 
driving them back. Could not be pursued for want of a sufficient 
mounted force. Casualties—Colonel Judson wounded, 10 enlisted men 
killed and wounded. Rebel loss not knowui. 


From tuoutlily return. 
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Ko. 11. 

Feport of TJevt. Jaeoh MoreJiearl^ flixth Kansas Cavalry. 

Fort Smith, Ark., July 59, ISCi. 

Sir: r have the honor to rei>oi*t to you that I was in command of 
Company B, Sixth Kansas Cavalry, on the morning' of the 2;th 
instant, when the enemy made the attack on onr camp, on Massard 
Prairie; and as soon as the alarm Avas given that the enemy was in the 
prairie, which was about (> a. m., I sent immediately for the herd, 
which had been out grazing since <1ay1ig'hT, and was about three- 
quarters of a mile southwest of cain]). 1 forpied my men on the right 
of camp to protect my herd as it (‘ame in and until it could be secured, 
but before the horses could be brought up the enemy charged on us, 
which stampeded the herd and left the men on foot to tight as best they 
could. We drove the enemy back, and as 1 had received no onlers from 
the commanding ollicer, 1 ordered my men to fall back until they could 
form on the right of the other comxianies. When I had fallen back to 
the left of my company’s parade ground I came in speaking distance 
of Major Mefibrd, when I received orders to form my company on the 
right to protect the camp. I immediately took the position assigned 
me, with Com])any 1) on my left. We held our ])osition, repulsing 
three distinct charges of the enemy. At this time I saw that Major 
Mefford had, with Companies E and H, been driven from their position 
on the left of the line and had begun to fall bac^k across the prairie. I 
knew that I could not hold my ground much longer with what men I 
had, so, without receiving orders from Major Meftbrd, commenced fall¬ 
ing back toward him. As we fell back I had several men (*aptured by 
the enemy that was advancing through the timber in the center of our 
carai>. We fought and retreated in good order until we came within 
half a mile of the house on the luairie, when the enemy closed in on all 
sides,, taking many more of our men prisoners. Those that were left 
continued fighting and falling back to the house. There the men that 
were left were overpowered and captured. Before we reached the 
house 1 received a slight wound in the right thigh. Some of my men 
who were first (^ai)tured made their escape by hiding in the thick 
brush, the enemy not staying to hunt for stragglers, but left immedi¬ 
ately after the inen at the house were captured, taking with them all 
the men that could travel. All did well under tin* circumstances, it 
being a surprise; after driving in the pickets the enemy was in om* 
camp. 1 lost in the engagement 3 killed, 2 mortally wounded, 5 
severely wounded, and 40 men taken i)risoners. 

JACOB MOEEHEAD, 

First Lieut^ Sixth Ka7isas Car. Vols.^ Goindg. Company B. 

Ooh W. E. JUDSON, 

Commanding First" Brigade. 


Ho. 12. 

Report of Lieut. Levi F. Stewart^ Sixth Kansas Cavalry. 

Camp nrar Fort Smith, Ark., 

August A 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to rexxu't according to imstructions the fol¬ 
lowing: 

Being stationed on outpost duty on the Texas road about four miles 
and a half from Fort Smith, Ark., about 11 p. m. [a. m.] of the morning 
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of July 31,1864, lieariiig iiiy pickets firing, I immediately mounted my 
men, numbering tliirty-five in all, and started to learn the cause of the 
firing. After proceeding about half a mile I met my pickets coming 
toward me on a run and a number of the enemy following them, at 
which I halted and formed in line, and after exchanging shots with the 
enemy I found they were too strong for the number of men under my 
command and I [was] forced to fall back toward Fort Smith, Ark., 
exchanging shots contimially with the enemy. I was forced to fall back 
some two miles and a half. I halted and formed into line and found 
the enemy had halted. During the skirmishing one of my men was 
either killed or taken prisoner and one wounded. 

The enemy captured all of my camp and garrison equipage, as I 
was forced to have some (*am]) and garrison equipage as my (^amp 
was a permanent outpost. 

I have the honor, colonel, to ])e, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

r.. F. STEWAET, 

Hecon^ Jjieiftenant, Vommandmg (lamp, 

OOTVIDG. OFFTOER SIXTH KANSAS VOL. ( AVALRY. 


No. 13. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Joseph 0. Shelby^ C. Army. 

Headquarters Confederate Forces, 

July 16^ 1864. 

Colonel; Lieut. J. S. Green, bearing this communication, is duly 
authorized by me to communicate with you and get definite instructions 
in regard to certain questions he will ask, but which I am unwilling to 
trust to paper for fear of accidents. 

On the 12th instant I organized a column of 1,000 men into tlu*ee 
distinct raiding detachments, and sent them straight at the railroad 
with orders to waste, burn, and destroy. The column on the extreme 
right, commanded by Ool. B. F. Gordon, struck the Tenth Illinois 
Cavalry between Searcy and Bayou Des Arc [on the 14th], fought 
themflercely for half an hour, routed them, killed 20 on the field, wounded 
many, captured 87 prisoners, 1 six-mule wagon loaded with supplies, 1 
ambulance, and 200 stand of cavalry fire-arms. 

This boasted regiment, which has weekly madea pilgrimage to Searcy, 
and thrown to us the gauge of defiance, was whipped, routed, and scat¬ 
tered, and only saved fi'om utter annihilation by the superior quality 
of its horses. The other two columns were progressing finely when last 
heard fi?om, and I hope soon to tell you of good work done for the rail¬ 
road. I have a heavy force below Clarendon, on White Eiver, which , 
levies a stern contribution of lead on every passing transport, and my 
scouts range unmolested from the Mississippi Eiver to Devall’s Bluff, 
which latter place they have fired into no less than four times and (jap- 
tured prisoners on the opposite bank of the river. 

Acting Brigadier-General Adams is in command of the Northern Sub- 
District of Arkansas, whose duty it is to regulate its internal affairs, 
supervise and systematize its civil functions, and perform the necessary 
duties of a military governor. But I have assumed control of all the 
troops in the field and left General Adams a few provost guards, 
because but few were needed. In the event of my leaving here with all 
the troops the district will be without support, and I wish to know 
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definitely wlietlier in sindi an event G-eneval Adams is to be left in oom- 
mand of everything; and if so, what number of troops shall be left with 
him. You are well aware that when the forces under my command 
leave this country all organized resistance to the enemy will cease, 
therefore the fewer number of soldiers left here the less iii<*entive will 
the Federals have to waste and inllage the country. 

You vill remember I informed you that 1 had sent Colonel McCray 
to the Mississippi Eiver for arms and ammunition, and 1 can now 
assure you of the success of that expedition—840 stand of arms have 
been added to the effective force of this district, together with 68,000 
rounds of ammunition. I firmly believe I can bring 6,000 new men to 
the army, and if 1 have good luck 1 intend to arm them all. The material 
for my operations is rather inferior, but by patience, perseverance, and 
tact 1 think I shall make ^^the calling and election sure.’^ In the event 
of my leaving here shall I bring General Adams with me, and shall I 
give him any conmiand over the troops I bring out? These questions 
1 desire to have answered immediately. I send yoxi late papers. The 
news from the East is still, as usual, very emmuraging. Colonel Coffee 
has received authority fr‘om General Smith to raise a regiment, giving 
him until September 1. Shall 1 leave him here if I return before that 
time? But it will not do, in my opinion, to leave any troops here, as it 
will be only a nucleus for deserters to c*ome back to. 

Very respectfully, 

JO. O. SHELBY, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Belton, 

Amstant Adjntant-General^ Camden, Arh 


Hdqrs. Confederate Forces Northern Arkansas, 

July 31, 1864. 

Colonel: Again 1 have to report another severe fight and another 
brilliant victory. You will remember that I informed you in my last 
disi)atch oi* having sent Colonels Dobbin and Gordon with 1,000 men 
to ravage and destroy the Government plantations below Helena. 
They started on the 26th[ ?], and on the 28th [26th] they met, fought, and 
routed completely 1,250 white men and negroes, killing 1 colonel, 1 
lieutenant-colonel, and 153 men, besides 5 captains, and capturing 5 
wagons loaded with commissaries, 2 cais'sons containing ammunition, 
horses, mules, guns, and pistols. The enemy had two pieces of artil¬ 
lery ; was attacked and driven out of a chosen position behind a levee 
and driven ])ell-mell into the corporation limits of Helena. 

On the same day at another hour Colonel Gordon with 200 men 
attacked Major Carini(ih,ael of house-burning memory; charged him 
furiously, scattered his force of 300 veterans, and left 03 of them dead 
on the field. No (piarter was given and none asked. The fight was 
bloody and brief, and their superiority of horses alone saved them from 
annihilation. The Confederate lovss wav=i 8 killed and 40 wounded. 
Dobbin and Gordon immediately proceeded to the plantations, since 
which time 1 have no further reports. 

****##*# 

liespectfully, your obedient servant, 

JO. O. SHELBY, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

Lieut. Col. J. F. Belton, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Arhansas. 
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IIeadk^uaktbes Shelby’s Division, 

December — 

Colonel:*^ 

I rested until July 12, organizing and putting into running order 
various regiments and brigades, and scouting ami patrolling tbe coun¬ 
try from oneend to tbe other after jaybaAvkers and robbers, many of whom 
were caught and exe(*uted directly on the spot. In these quiet and sul¬ 
try days of suinmer a Federal cavalry regiment—^the Tenth Illinois— 
came ^Yeekly to Searcy and sent an indirci^t challenge for an equal force 
to come down and fight them. On the 11th [12th] Colonel Gordon with 
500 men started after them, and on the 12th [14thJ at daylight charged 
directly into cam]), tiring upon some sound aslee]) and others undressed. 
The x)anic and rout was comxdete. Out of the GOO boasting Federals 
not 100 escaped to tell the tale. Gordon gathered up carefully all the 
arms, and sending i)art of his force to the railroad under Major Mc¬ 
Daniel, retuimed to camp with his prisoners. 

McDaniel struck the raikoad the next day, captured 13 x>risoners, 
destroyed about half a mile of track and telegrax^h, and returned. A 
train of cars coming under fiill steam kom Little Kock ran off the 
embankment, killhig 6 soldiers, wounding severely 17, and destroying 
1 locomotive and 2 cars. At the same time I sent Colonel McCray with 
sufficient force to the Mississix^xh Fiver for several hundred stand of 
arms, which had been negotiated for. M(‘Cray was enthely successful, 
and succeeded in bringing over about 900 good guns. I now organized 
a combined attack ux^on river and raikoad, determining to strike a 
double blow in different directions. Colonel McCray went toward the 
raikoad with about 1,000 men, and I went to White Eiver with about 
600. 

Beaching the river on the 31st, vseven miles below Clarendon, 1 com¬ 
menced immediately to get my guns in position. While doing so, and 
before I could possibly use them, two gun-boats x>assed slowly down, 
one of them landing within ten feet of my (‘oncealed scouts. After 
th^ left the X-)rex)arations were coiiqdeted, and the river watdied a day 
and a night, but nothing x>assed ux) or down. Still waiting, my tried 
and trusty spies soon brought me intelligence that a large Federal force 
was advancing up White Biver by boats and was already at Des Arc, 
thus gaining my rear and threatening both the reserve ammunition and 
unarmed recruits at Jacksonx^ort. I?o time was to be lost. Marching 
immediately all that day and night and the next day, I reached Augusta 
shortly after the arrival of the enemy, who filed huiTiedly on my approach. 
This sudden and rapid movement on my x)art alone saved me from krep- 
arable loss. McCray reached the neighborhood of the raikoad salely, 
held a good force back as a reserve, and commenced oi)erations. Cole¬ 
man went first with 500 men, destroyed some of the track, burned some 
trestle-work, and retired fighting. Jackman one day later made a vig¬ 
orous attack again, killed 10 Federals, captured 23, destroyed a mile of 
railroad, stirred up a hornet^s nest, and fell back hard pressed. Then 
a large force of the enemy massed on McCray, forced him back, and he 
sent to me for help. 1 marched my entire force night and day to his 
assistance, checked the Federals, and drove them back, after which my 
command rested for several days.t 

* For portion of repoit hove omitted, see Vol. XXXIV, Part I, p. 926. 
t For continuation oi r(*poit, feee x>. 649. 
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My tbaiiks are earnestly due to all niy officers and men for their 
coinage and devotion and their eagerness at all times to meet the enemy. 
Hoping this report will prove satisfactory, I am, colonel, very respect- 
fiilly, 

JO. O. SHELBY, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding Bocpedition, 

Maj. L. A. Maclean, 

Assista7it Adjutant-Generalj Army of Arkansas. 


NTo. 14. 

Eejpoy'ts of Maj. Gen. Samuel B. Maxey., G. S. Army. 

Headquarters District of Indian Territory, 

Fort TowsoUy C. -Y., July 80j 1864, 

General: 1 have the honor to report that I was officially advised 
last night that on the morning of the 27th instant a detachment about 
()00 strong, under the command of Brig. Gen. K. M. Gano, made up 
from Gauo\s brigade, Col. S. E". Folsom’s (Second Choctaw) regiment, 
and Lieut. Ool. J. W. Wells’ battalion, attacked the Sixth Kansas Cav¬ 
alry within fiiA'e miles of Fort Smith, completely routing it, killing and 
wounding about 50, capturing 127 prisoners, about 200 Sharps rifles, 
and about 400 six-shooters, a number of horses, some sutler’s stores, 
camp equipage, &c. Among the prisoners is Major Mefford, who com¬ 
manded said regiment. A body of Arkansas Federals, who were with 
the Sixth Kansas, stainx)eded. 

Our loss 8 killed and several wounded5 the exact number not kno^. 

An unofficial note from an officer states that the enemy from Port 
Smith tbllowed General Gano out on his return and that an attack on 
the camp was likely. I do not believe the enemy will now throw out 
anything more than a reconnaissance in force. Preparations to the 
extent of our means will be made. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

S. B. MAXBY, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. W. 11. Bogus, 

Chief of Staffs Tra^is-Mississi^pi Bept.^ Shreveport.^ La. 


Headquarters District of Indian Territory, 

Foi't Towson^ G. W, August 6,1864. 

General ; I Inive the honor to report that 1 received official advices 
irom General Cooper last night, under date August 2, that on the 31st 
ultimo he made a demonstration in force on Fort Smith, ran in the 
pickets and all outside the breast-works. Subsequently the enemy on 
recovering from surprise came out and a picket fight ensued, he losing 
2 men killed, and the enemy he thinks considerably more. He cap¬ 
tured 12 prisoners and burnt their camp and commissary stores at 
Green ^rings, three miles from Fort Smith; also captured some horses 
and cattle. 

The next day having taken np camp on Cedar Prairie, about nine 
miles ft*om Fort Smith, he sent a small scout near Fort Smith, west of 
Poteau, which was heavily shelled (without damage) for several hours 
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witli heavy guns. The scout, uuder Captain Gunter, First Cherokee 
Keginient, reported the enemy crossing boxes, barrels, &e., over the 
Arkansas Eiver, and troops mounted and drawn up on tliat side. Gun¬ 
ter concluded from what he saw that enemy was evacuating. General 
Cooper says he is not satisfied they are evacuating.^^ I think not. 
The best way to aid in forcing it is to prevent boats running from 
Little Eock. 

In the meantime if the river should ever tall 1 have given necessary 
instructions to cut lines of communication north. This movement of 
General Cooper Avas made to cover a new disposition of the lines pre¬ 
viously ordered. General C. reports the enemy badly alarmed by his 
moA^ements. Cloud is reported back fr*om ClarksAulle. If this be so 
the river is clear fr'om Fort Smith to Little Eock. General Cooi)er says 
General Watie reports that Major Pickier was killed at Fayetteville a 
few days ago; no imrticulars. He says he hopes to gi\^e something 
more definite by to-morrow of inoA^ements about Fort Smith. 

Very respectfully, general, youi* obedient servant, 

S. B. MAXEY, 

Major- General, 

Brig. Gen. W. E. BoCrCrS, 

Chief of Staff, Trans-Misslssij[) 2 )l Dept, Shreveport 

, UNOFFICIAL. 


General: If you have any mercy on a friend away fr*om newspapers 
and telegraphs send me some news Avhenever you get it. I am very 
uneasy about Hood. The enemy haAnng got south of Chattahoochee 
FmTest is no longer necessary on Mobile and Ohio Eailroad. His true 
move is to Stevenson, Ala., fr’om which point he can destroy the tunnel, 
twenty-three miles distant, on the FTashville and Chattanooga Eailroad, 
and the bridge at Bridgeport, besides numerous bridges on Crow Creek, 
and another between Stevenson and Bridgeport. The tunnel can be 
most efitectually destroyed in twenty-tbiu hom*s. I thoroughly exam¬ 
ined it once with a view to its destruction when necessary. I liave no 
fear of Lee, and am satisfied he can and ought to re-enforce Hood. 

Yoius, truly, 

MAXEY. 


General Boaas. 


ADBJUNDA. 

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. District Indjan Territory, 

Xo. 53, ) Fort Toicnon, 0, JY., J'lily ^9^ 1864, 

I. In announcing the brilliant victory won by the for<‘e composed ot 
detachments from Gano’s and Walker’s brigades and Wells’ battalion 
on the27th instant, while under the command of Brig. Gen. E. M. Gano, 
near Fort Smith, the major-general commanding returns his thanks to 
every ofiicer and man engaged. In brilliancy and dash and comidetc- 
ness of success it has not been surpassed in this year of brilliant vic¬ 
tories. 

II. This order will be published to every regijuent and battalion and 
at every post in this district. 

S. B. MAXEY, 
Major-General, Commanding, 
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NTo. 15. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Douglas H. Cooper^ 0. Army. 

Hdqrs. S. Forces, Dist. ok Indian Territory, 

In the Fields August 10., 1864. 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of recent 
operations by the troops under my command in the vicinity of Fort 
Smith: 

My scouts having reported to me at Jaines^ Creek, near old Choctaw 
Council House, a body of Federal cavalry (supposed to be Arkansans) 
encamped near CaldwelPs, and other detacihinents on Massard Prairie, 
five miles from Fort Smith, on the 20th of July General Gano was directed 
to have a detachment of 500 men from his brigade ready by 3 p. m. for 
a scout. Detachments from Second Indian Brigade, under Col. S. K 
Folsom, and from Wells’ battalion, under Lieutenant-Colonel Wells, 
were also ordered to be in readiness. Lieut. Col. Jack McCurtain was 
dkected to take post with his Choctaw battalion by sunrise next morn¬ 
ing on the Devil’s Backbone. Oapt. J. Henry Minhart was instructed to 
report to the senior officer present vdth the detachments as a guide to 
conduct the expedition; the whole, except McCurtain’s battalion, to 
rendezvous on Poteau, near Page’s Ferry, by dark. 

The plan, as shown by Si)ecial Orders, No. 86 (marked A),* was for 
Col. S. N. Folsom, commanding detachment from Indian division, to 
attack the camp of Federals at Oaldwoll’s, on the Jenny Lind road, 
capture or destroy it if possible, and if pursued by other troops on 
Massard Prairie or fvom Fort Smith to retreat by the Fort Towson 
road over the Devil’s Ba(*kbone, where McCurtain lay in ambush; the 
detachment li’om Gano’s brigade to remain concealed Tiear Page’s, on 
Cedar Prairie, until the Federals should i)ass in pm*suit of Folsom, 
and then attack them in rear, while Folsom and McCurtain should 
turn Tipon tlumi at the Backbone. 

On the arrival of the difierent detachments at the Poteau General 
Gano, finding the force from the Indian division much smaller than I had 
anticipated, and very properly, under the change of circumstances, in 
aocordan(*.o with the latter clause of Special Orders, No. 86, determined 
to go in command of the attacking x)arty, trusting to the assistance of 
Colonel McCxutain at the Backbone should he be followed by a superior 
force. 

The expedition residted on tho morning of the 27th in the complete 
rout of the Sixth Kansas Cavalry and dispersion of the Arkansas 
Federals. 

Enemy’s loss supposed to have been about 50 in killed and wounded 
and 124'pris<)ners, the destruction of their camp and transportation, the 
capture of large numbers of small-arms—^rifles, revolving pistols, and 
clothing, &c., in profusion. 

The enemy came out from Fort Smith and pursued for a short dis¬ 
tance. A few followed to the Backbone, but again retired without mo¬ 
lesting our forces, who encami)ed two miles south of the Backbone at 
James’ Fork for the night. The lack of the jjarty in ambush near Page’s 
enabled them to return in safety to Fort Smith. 


* Not ionnd. 
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The loss oil our side was small, viz: 


■. .*i . ■' ,1 

]» .1 i ■ I I 

roil. 

Detacliment Hist Texas (’avalry, conunaiKled by Major 
Looscan. 

Detachment 5th Texas Partisan Uanaers, commanded by 
Captain Haynes. 

Captain Welch’s company. 

Captain Head’s (‘ompany. 

Detachments 1st and 2d Choctaw Reaiiuentf, commanded 
by ro’<ii.cl Tol-ir' 

Detachn I m oil- battalion Texas cavalry, commanded 

^ , ■ r 

. Chickasaw battalion.. 


Total. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

4 

9 

1 

1 


5 

L 

1 

5 

T 

t 

1 

. 

7 

1__ 1 

2« 


Missing. 


1 


1 


This was a brilliant and dashing affair not unworthy ol'Oeneral (xano’s 
reputation as one of Morgan’s best officers. Considering the jiroximity 
of the enemy in large force, the officers and men engaged merit the 
thanks and applause of the country whicdi has been accorded to them. 
All are reported to me as having behaved well. 

John B. Turner, acting aide-de-camp on my staff*, accomjianied the 
expedition and behaved with his usual gallantry. Col. S. IST. Folsom, 
commanding Choctaw Brigade, and Lieut. Col. J. W. Wells, command¬ 
ing battalion Texas cavalry, to whom Major Meffbrd and a large num¬ 
ber of Federal prisoners surrendered, were (*onspicuoxis on this 0(‘casion 
for their bravery. For further particulars of this affair see General 
Gano’s report, marked B.* 

I desire in closing this part of my report to pay a passing tribute to 
the memory of the Bev. Tiok-homnia (or Bed Pine, a Choctaw, known 
among the whites as William Cass), who fell mortally wounded while 
leading the advance." This brave warrior and Christian had on every 
occasion displayed the liighest order of courage, lie served as chaplain 
in my old regiment, and continued iu the same position through every 
trial, and was also distinguished as a warrior iu every battle in which 
his regiment was engaged until he received his death wound. 

On the 28th Brigadier-General W'atie was directed to send 200 
picked men, under dashing officers, across the Arkansa.s Biver for the 
purpose of breaking up and burning a camp of Federals engaged in 
cutting hay and pasturing stock on Blackburn’s Prairie. It was deter¬ 
mined, also, to make demonstration on Fort Smith, thereby creating a 
diversion in favor of Watie’s scouts; ascertain at the same time, if pos¬ 
sible, the strength of the enemy, and to cover the removal of Southern 
families from Sebastian County along the line. 

On the 29th Lieutenant-Colonel McCurtain was directed to hold his 
battalion in readiness at Double Springs to march with General Gano 
and co-operate with his brigade on the day following. Brigadier-Gen¬ 
eral Watie, with the effective men of his brigade present, was ordered 
to move up to Scullyville Prairie, and the Choctaw Brigade, under Col. 
S. N. Folsom, Wells’ battalion, and a section of Howell’s battery to the 
same place. General Watie having reported the river too full to cross, 
the detachments under Colonel Bell and Colonel Adair were ordered to 
join General Watie at Scullyville. Major Burnet, with his battalion of 
sharpshooters, the most of the artillery, and the train were ordei'ed 


Not found. 
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back toward Kiddle's. The whole, except Major Burnet's command, 
eiicain]>ed on Scullyville Krairie night of 30th, while General Gauo and 
McCurtaiii l)ivoua(‘.ked at James’ Fork, near Wall’s Mill. 

At sunrise on the 31st the line of uuireh was taken uj) by both col- 
uiuns, that under my iininediate conmiaiid preceded by Wells’ battalion. 
The Creeks, under Major Barnett, were detached at Scullyville, accom¬ 
panied by Captain Marston, acting assistant adjutant-general on my 
stall*, and proceeded by the river road toPoteau Bottom, opposite (west) 
Fort Smith. The remainder of the command formed a junction at Wat. 
Folsom’s, on Toavsoii road, near Cedar Prairie. General Gano, in 
ac(*ordance with previous arrangements, was here detached with 
McCurtain’s battalion of Choctaws, and both proceeded to Massard 
Prairie by the road leading li‘oin McCarty’s place, seven miles south of 
Fort Smith. General Watie’s command. Colonel Folsom’s command, 
Wells’ battalion, and Howell’s section advanced under my personal 
direction on the main Fort Smith road. General Watie was sent for¬ 
ward with guides to drive in the enemy’s pickets on the main road 
leading directly to one of the principal works in Iront of Fort Smith, at 
iTegro Hill, and also on the Line road to the garrison, while the section 
of Howell’s battery, commanded by Caidain Howell, and a section of 
Lee’s light liowitzer battery, commanded by Oapt. John T. Humphreys, 
supported by the Choctaw' Brigade, First Creek Eegiment, and Wells’ 
battalion, w^ere posted at the south end of the Jane leading from Har¬ 
man Mickles’ to the old chiucli and grave yard on the hill overlooking 
the open field on the north toward Fort Smith. General Watie executed 
the order given him with his accustomed gallantry and promptness, 
sending Colonel Bell, with First Cherokee Eegiment, on the main road 
and Colonel Adair on the road to the left known as the Line road, both 
detachments charging with the gallant imi)etuosity for which they and 
their men are iiot(‘d. He not only routed the Federal pickets, but ran 
them up to the, lhu‘, of their intreiiehmeiits near Fort Smith, and return¬ 
ing the men sat dowm to the ])lentiful dinner just prepared for the 
Federals at their camp. 

Tlie enemy havingrallied soon began to show themselves on the road, 
and some sharp skirmishing ensued. The First Creek Eegiment w^as 
ordei’ed ibrward to siii)poi t Colonel Bell, wiiicii they obeyed with an 
ahuaity and enthusiasm highly creditable to both officers and men. 

1 w^ould vstate here that the Second Creek and Seminol<‘ Eegiments 
exhibited thcsainespirit, also expressing a willingness to storm the town 
from the w'ost side if it was my desire. Wells’ battalion w'as ordered to 
the Line road, w'hcre it rendered important service, though not under 
fire, in guarding that road after General Watie and Colonel Adair had 
crossed over on the main road to a position near the forkvS of the road at 
Mill Creek, near the Gum Springs. Soon after General Watie rei)oi*ted 
the. enemy advancing iu force, having driven in the Cherokee pickets, 
hut was feeling his way very cautiously. 

Ticaving th<'. reserve (Howell’s section and First and Se(*ond Choctaw) 
at Mi(*kles’, under Colonel Folsom, Captain Humphreys Avas ordered 
forw'ard to Geiun^al Watie’s i)osition and General Gano to cross over 
from Massard Prairie and join me on the main road to Fort Smith. 
Having arrived at the camp lately occui)ied by the enemy I found 
Brigadier-General Watie with Ms command iu position on the hill south ^ 
of tlie spring. General Gano soon arrived, and Captain Humphreys, ' 
with his light battery, was advanced and opened on the enemy, then 
3 R B—VOL XLI, FT I 
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some dOO or 800 jards in liont A povDon ot GauoVs brigade was 
thiwu out as flankers, ordered to move forward, supported by the Cber- 
okees, wlio bad be( n previously dismouiiterl. Tbe enemy were driven 
back and took a position upon'a bigb ridge under cover of tbe guns at 
NTegro Hill. Captain Humphreys, Avitb bis light battery, followed them 
and k(‘])t up a galling lire, which I coidd plainly see told with consid¬ 
erable effect among the cavahy on the road. 

The enemy soon brought up a foim-gun batter\ (Eabb's, I suppose) and 
commenced a finuourt cannonade xq)on our light howitzers, the shot and 
shell passing harmlessly over our heads for some time. Captain 
Humphreys, being so uuecpially matched, was ordered lo withdraw%and 
in the act of doing so a shell (‘xploded directly amid the battery horses, 
killing 3, wounding 1, cutting ofl'the leg of one of the men. Another 
shot swept oft*the head from the shoulders of one of Gano’s men. My 
escort, under Lieutenant Johnson, succeeded, under a very heavy fire, 
in cutting the dead liorses loose from the gun and leading it oft* wdth 
one horse, Uvssisted by the men pushing the carriage along, wdthout 
further loss. 

It wms now nearly dark. The (memy’sinfantry quite near. The under¬ 
grow th being thick, their numbers and strength could not be ascer¬ 
tained. NTumerous roads by wdiich wx‘ could be flanked and the intanlry 
operate to advantag(‘ upon my cavalry gave them great advantag<^ 
Orders w'ere therefore gi^'en to withdraw' to Mickles’, where the reserve 
was still posted in anti(*ipation of the possibility of the enemy following 
in force. General Gano with his brigade constituted the rear guard, 
and were directed to burn the commissary stores and camp of the 
enemy on retiring, w]n(di was done about dark. The amount of stores 
destroyed, after our tr()oi)s had helped theimselves to wdiat they could 
bring ofi*, is estimated in our currency at $130,000. 

A portion of the Cherokee troops (dismounted) had advanced in the 
brush some distance on the left and could not be readily found. TMaJor 
Howland wms directed to find and bring tliem out. It se(‘ins they 
retired in good order and safely on the approach of night without orders 
having reached them. All retired in good order and without the least 
haste quietly to the reseiw'e, and then the whole moved off to Cedar 
Prairie, about tw^o miles south, and encamped for the night. 

The enemy, so far i*rom following, appeared not even to have known, 
as ascertained from deserters, that we had retired, but retreated to their 
intrenchments and remained there under arms all night. Deserters 
also report that the fire from the light battery wms very effective. 

Colonel Judsoii, vSixth Kansas Cavalry, was wounded in one leg by 
the explosion of a shell; also vseveral others, and tw^o ainbulanee-loads 
of their dead were carried from the field, supposed to contain 8 or 10 
bodies. 

Our loss, 1 killed (James Dement, Hardeman’s regiment Texas cav¬ 
alry), 5 w'ounded, one mortally (Wammack, a Cherokee, of the battery). 

I w'ould return thanks in this connection to Assistant Surgeon Fisk, 
of the battery, and his party for the promptness with which they 
brought up the ambulance for the wounded within short range of the 
enemy’s battery. 

While General Gano occupied au elevated position near Massard 
Prairie Lieutenant-Colonel McOurtain and his Choctawbattalion scoured 
the prairie for the purpose of attracting attention, and, if possible, draw 
out the enemy. In this we failed, but McCiirtain captured 3 regular 
Federa»l soldiers and 8 Avkansa-nsT He also brought off some horses 
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and a drove of beef-cattle, with all which he retired to Mrs. Stevens’, 
about two miles south of the forks of the Line and Towson roads. 

On this occasion, as on all former ones requiring judgment and brav¬ 
ery, this officer rendered important service. 

The Creeks, under Major Barnett, and a few Gherokees, under Capt. 
Samuel H. Gunter, accompanied by Captain Marston, had, during the 
day, made their way to the Poteau and fired across into the garrison at 
Fort Smith, creating, evidently, greatexcitement and some consternation. 
Learning that the Poteau was backed up from [the] Arkansas, so that 
nothing could be accomplished in that direction, I ordered the Creeks 
to join me at Mickles’, where Howell and the Choctaws were stationed, 
and they arrived just as we were moving ofi* to Cedar Prairie. Captain 
Gunter was left in Poteau Bottom to watch the enemy. 

N'ext morning we retired, General Watie taking the road to Scully- 
ville after crossing Poteau at Hardaway’s Ford. Gano’s brigade, the 
Choctaws, Wells’ battalion, and Howell’s section returned to Buck 
Creek. 

Soon after leaving Cedar Praiiie heavy cannonading was heard in the 
direction of Fort Smith, which proved to be caused by Captain Gunter 
and a few Cherokees amusing themselves by shooting at the Federals 
across Poteau, whereupon a shelling would come, the little party quietly 
changing position and enjoying the fun, until the enemy were tired of 
blazing away at their supposed hiding-pla(*e. Then they would fire 
from a different point, which would again bring out the big guns, and 
so on for the most of the day, which we could x>lainly hear at Buck 
Creek, twenty-five miles distant. 

Gunter and others here reported the Federals crossing to the north side 
of [the] Arkansas. In fact, Captain Marston had reported the same the 
evening before. 1 supposed the movement to be merely that of Union 
reffigees crossing to take the train to Foi't Scott. General Watie, how 
ever, having advised me that his picket at mouth of Poteau and at Kock 
Ford, near Boyd’s Mill, heard only four drums at tattoo and no reveille, 
I determined to send General Watie back to Poteau Bottom and Gen¬ 
eral Gano to Massard Prairie for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
the enemy were really evacuating, and to hurry them out in case such 
proved to be the case. Parties who had seen the movements on Ai kan- 
sas Eiver were so confident that an evacuation would take place that 
(contrary to my own impression) T concluded to order u]> my trains and 
remain. It was soon ascertained that the exodus of tlie Union families 
and baggage was the solution of api)earances on Arkansas Eiver, and 
we moved back slowly, resting wherever grass and water could be had— 
the troops under General Watie to San Bois (Bill Cooi)er’s place), 
General Gano via Holston’s to Eiddle’s, and the remainder with myself 
to our old camp on Limestone Prairie—General Gano bringing off with 
him a herd of cattle and other stock. 

While resting at Buck Creek Cai>tain Marston and Captain Gunter, 
with four men, swam the Arkansas, made a reconnaissance of the enemy 
on the north side, ascertained certainly that the enemy were not evac¬ 
uating, captured two Federals with arms, horses, rigging, and green¬ 
backs, paroling one of the prisoners who was badly wounded, and then 
recrossed again, swimming the Arkansas in full view of the enemy, and 
arrived tired, but safely, at my camp near (Jhula Church, where the 
train had been directed to meet us. This feat is unsurpassed iti the 
annals of the war. 
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During the Avhole expedition, extending from Ihe lime ^^e started to 
our return to the train throughout six days (on three days’ half rations), 
the officers and men behaved in the best possible manner, not only 
under fire but in patiently bearing up against privations of no ordinary 
character without a murmur. 

Before closing this report 1 cannot refrain from ex])resvsiiig my admi 
lation for the conduct of Brigadier-Generals Watie and Gano, their 
officers and men, and especially that of Oapt. John T. Humphreys and 
his men of the light battery, who behaved in the most gallant manner 
under my immediate personal observation. 

liieutenant Johnson, commaiKling detachment from Captain Colbert’s 
(ompany (K, First Chickasaw Begiment); Sergt. J. H. Johnson, Jona¬ 
than Garrison, John Bricham, and Napoleon IVIitchell Avere conspicuous 
for their bravery in biinging off the disabled piece of Lee’s battery, 
while others of the same company who constituted my <‘scort rendered 
important assistan(*e. 

Colonel Adair, Colonel Bell, Lieutenant-Colonels Brewer, Saladm 
Watie (son of General Watie), and others are mentioned for their 
bravery and good conduct by their iuuuediat<‘ commanders, to which I 
desire to call attention. 

Captain Howell and the Choctaws, under Col. S. N. Folsom, having 
been held in reserve, much to their disappointment, were not engaged. 
Their sele(*tion for the reserve shows my appreciation of their courage 
and steadiness, and that upon them th<‘command mainly de])ended for 
support in case of need, and for a nucleus upon whicli to rally in case 
the enemy had proved more numerous and less timid than he did at 
Fort Smith. 

To the officers of m> staff—< hipt. B. W. Marston, acting assistant 
adjutant-general; Lieut. T. C. Disimikes, ordnance officer; Col. Jack 
Coarser, military instrindor of Indian division, and Mr. Cal. Thompson, 
volunteer aide-de-camp—for their <*ordial and (mergetii* assistance 
throughout the expedition I am under lasting obligations. 

The demonstration in front of Fort Smith resulted in driving the 
whole Union population of Sebastian County within tlu^ town, thus 
increasing the enemy’s embaiTaSwSmenls on account of food, and in sat¬ 
isfying me that the enemy was weaker and more demoralized than 1 
had anti(*ipated. A vigorous attack with the whole for(*e, thougli 
doubtless it would have been attended with heavy loss on our side, 1 
believe would have resulted in the (‘apture oi‘ th<* ])la(‘(\ It was, liow- 
evw, too hazardous after the enemy’s detachments were re(*alhHl to 
undertake any further operations in’ that direction. Our horses being 
worn down, men tired and hungry, and the for(*e under iny command 
much weakened by the expiration of the term of eiiliwstment on the ])art 
oi* the larger portion of the Choctaw Brigade, it was deemed advisable 
to fall hack to the vicinity of our depot for rest, and to give time for 
reorganizmg and riMTuiting the Indian b*: 

Eeferring to accoiu])anying reports from subordinat(\s for further 
particulars, 

I am, captain, respe(‘tfully, your obedient servant, 

DOUGLAS H. COOPER, 

Brigadier- General^ Gommanding, 


Capt. T. M. SooTT, 

A. A, 0.^ J)ist, of Indian Territory^ Fori Towson^ 0, N. 
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JULY 1-OCTOBER 1, 1864.—Operations against Indians in the District of 

Minnesota. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Henry H. iSihley, C. S. Army.iOtnmaniling Oiftirict 
of Hinnesoia., inelndinq operation's from Oetofjer f f to Oetober 1, 
J86i^ 

Hdqrs. Bist. of Minnesota, Dept, of the ]SroETHWEST, 

i^aint Paul^ Minn..^ October 10^ 1S6L 
General : In compliance with directions contained in dispatch of 
5th instant, from department headquarters, I have the honor to make 
the following report of military operations for the year ending 1st 
instant; 

Upon the return fr’om the expedition under my command against the 
hostile Sioux Indians in September, 181)3, I was"instructed to dispatch 
to the South all the force that could be spared from this district. 
Orders were a(*cordingly issued to the Seventh, NTinth, and Tenth Min¬ 
nesota Volunteers to iiroceed without unnecessary delay to Saint Louis, 
and report for duty to the commanding officer of the De])artment of the 
Missouri, and these regiments left this district accordingly on the Tth 
and 8th of October following. 

The Sixth and Eighth Regiments were retained for the protection ot 
the frontier, the former being for the most part posted at Forts Snell- 
ing and Ridgely, and at the out stations north of tln^ Minnesota River, 
to Paynesville, and south to the Iowa line, while the companies of the 
Eighth garrisoned Forts Abercrombie, Ripley, and tlie intervening 
stations, and performed escort duty to the trains of public supplies. 
The Independent Battalion of Miunewsota Volunteers, raised and com¬ 
manded by Maj. E. A. 0. Hatch, having been ordered to report to me 
for assignment to duty, was dispatched on lOthof October to Pembina, 
to hold in check the hostile Sioux who had retreated for safety into Her 
Majesty’s coterminous possessions, where they (‘oiild not be followed 
by our troops, as I had received stringent orders from General Halle(*k, 
through de])artment headquarters, in no case to cross the boundaiy line 
with a military force. About ninety Sioux men, vomen, and children 
came across the boundary and surrendered to Major IIat(‘h, command¬ 
ing at Pembina. The battalion, with one section of inonntaiu howitzers 
of Third Minnesota mixed battery, went into winter quarters at Pem¬ 
bina, and remained until about the 1st of May of tlie present year, 
when I ordered Major Hatch with his command to relieve the detach¬ 
ments of the Eighth Regiment Minnesota Volunteers at Fori Abercrom¬ 
bie, and at the stations of Pomme de Terre and Alexandria, that regi¬ 
ment having been dcvsignated as part of the (expeditionary force to join 
Brigadier-Cireneral Sully on the Misvsouri, The otlnn* three sections of 
the mixed gun and howitzer battery (Third IMinncsola) were stationed 
respectively at Ports Ridgel^^ Snelling, and Ripley. ^ 

During the month of September, 18C3, Sergeant Edwnirds, of the First 
Minnesota Mounted Rangers, was killed by a party of savages on the 
roa(>between Lake George and Paynesville. This was the only out¬ 
rage committed after the close of the campaign of 1803. In that year 
within this district 1 ke])t enq)loyed during the winter an efficient bod^^ 
of Indians and half-breeds, who had proved their fidelity to the Govern¬ 
ment sin<*e the outbreak of 1802, as scouts, and so disposc^d of them as 
to secure constant and reliable information of the movements of the 
hostile bands from time to time, and of their views and intentions. 

^See also Vol. Pait I, pp. 352 and 907, and Vol. XXXIV. Part I. ii 9.S7 
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Knowing tliere were among the Sisvseton Sioux quite a considerable 
number who were anxious to make peace with our Government, I 
employed with your sanction Eev. Father Andr6 and J. E. Brown as 
vspeeial agents on the part of the military authorities to open a commu¬ 
nication with them,* and endeavor to detach them, and also well disposed 
Indians, of other bands, from the hostile combinations. Their efforts 
were only partially successfiiL Some of the chiefs and principal braves 
appeared at Fort Abercrombie and signed the conditions of peace which 
were granted them, but the larger portion of the fl'iendly disposed Sis- 
setons were prevented from thus surrendering themselves by the menaces 
of the bands still determined upon war, and by the rei^resentations of 
the Eed Eiver half-breeds that if they did give themselves up they would 
all be executed by hanging. A vigilant watch was enforced along the 
extensive frontier by the forces stationed for that purpose, but no raids 
were attempted by the savages during the winter. On the 17th of May, 
1864, a white boy was killed by a war party on the Watonwan Eiver, 
and on the following day a soldier of the Sixth Minnesota Volunteers 
was wounded not far fr’oin the same spot. One of the Indians probably 
belonging to the same gang was subsequently killed by two soldiers 
of the Sixth Eegiment near the Cottonwood Eiver, and the others only 
escaped by concealing themselves in the almost impenetrable thickets 
on the banks of that stream. A foray was made on the 11th of August, 
following, on the settlements on the Blue Earth Eiver, and two citizens 
were killed and one badly wounded by the savages, who succeeded in 
effecting their escape, after a hot chase by a detachment of the Second 
Minnesota Cavalry. The pursuit was followed up by a number of my 
scouts, until the latter found themselves confronted by a force of fifty 
warriors, who luckily for the i^ursuers were for the most part without 
horses. From conversation with the Indians at a safe distance the 
scouts learned that they were of the White Lodge’s baud of Sisseton 
Sioux, the actors in the horrible massacres committed at Lake Shetek 
in 1802. A strong detachment of cavalry was sent to destroy this party 
as soon as information had been given of their proximity to the settle¬ 
ments, but some days having intervened no traces could be found of the 
savages, who seem to have retreated precipitately to the westward after 
having been discovered. Three citizen teamsters were murdered by a 
party of twenty-one Sioux warriors on the 24th of August, on the Eed 
Eiver of the Nforth, at a point equal distant between Georgetown and 
Fort Abercrombie. The murderers were pursued by Major Adams with 
a detachment of forty men of his battalion, but they had too long a start 
to be overtaken. Other small parties of Indians have infested the fron¬ 
tier during the summer, but the slender force under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Pfaender was kept in motion, and with the aid of a 
few State minute-men called into service by Governor Miller, has secured 
the settlers from ftirther molestation up to the present time. 

In obedience to your summons, I repaired to the headquarters of the 
department alpMilwaukee in the latter part of February last, to confer 
with yourself and Brigadier-General Sully relative to the military 
operations of the ensuing season. The plan adopted by you was, com¬ 
municated to each of us officially, and in accordance with that part of 
it which required me to furnish a force from this military district to join 
General Sully’s command on the Missouri, I issued orders for the con¬ 
centration near Fort Eidgely on the 28th of May following of the Eighth 
Minnesota Volunteers, under Colonel Thomas, of six companies of the 
Sec^ond Cavahy, under Colonel McLaren, and two sections of the mixed 
gun and howitzer battery of the Third Minnesota, under Captain Jones# 
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This force, ioclxicliug about forty scouts, uuiubered l,o51 men, all 
mounted, and Ool. M. T. Thomas, of the Eightli Minnesota Yohmteers, 
was placed in command, with ordeis to march on the 6th of June to 
Swan Lake, the locality on the Missouri Eiver indicated for the junction 
with Brigadier-General Sully. The route was prescribed by me, and so 
well timed was the movement that the co-operating force ti’om this dis¬ 
trict reached Swan Lake only a few hours after the ari'ival of the other 
brigade, having mai'ched 332 miles horn Fort Eidgely. 

The oixerations of General Sully being confined entirely to the limits 
of his own district, it is no part of my duty to ibllow his movements or 
detail the part taken by the brigade ii'om this disti'iet in the two suc¬ 
cessive engagements whi(*h resulted in tlie defeat of the Teton bands 
of Sioux with a hea\y loss in warriors, and the sacrifice of a very large 
amount of subsistence, butfalo robes, cooking utensils, &ic. In these 
conflicts T have good reason for the belief that the Minnesota trooixs 
gallantly performed their ])art. The Eighth Itcgiment Minnesota Yol- 
unteers is now on the way to this city en route for the South, in accord¬ 
ance with your directions, and the other detachments are being stationed 
for the additional deiense of the h'ontier. The Sixtli Eegiment Minne¬ 
sota Yolunteers was, by directions of the War Department, communi¬ 
cated through you, dispatch(‘d to Helena, Ark., fi‘om this district on 
the 14th of June last. The <‘hasm created by the removal of that 
regiment from the line of posts north and south of the Minnesota Eiver, 
imduding Fort Eidg(‘ly, was but ])artially and insufliciently filled by 
two companies oi' the Second Minnesota Cavalry, which was all the 
disposable force at my command for that purpose, and I felt gi^eat 
anxiety lest a knowledge on the part of the ])owerful bands of Sioux 
on the north of the Missouri that very few trooixs were left for the pro¬ 
tection of so long a line xcould embolden them to make a demonstration 
ill force and renew the atrocities of 1862. Thai this was not done can 
be accounted for in no other way than that they had not yet recovered 
from the demoralizing effects of the deleats encountered by them dur¬ 
ing the campaigns of 1862 and 1S63. Fort Wadsworth, so denominated 
by order of the War Department, is a new post in process of construc¬ 
tion near the head ol* tlie Coteau des Prairies, about 190 miles from 
Fort Eidgely and seventy-five from Fort Abercrombie. Your directions 
required me to build the fort on the James Eiver, if timber sufficient 
could be found, and if not, to select the nearest pra(*ticable site to that 
stream. After a frill examination of the valley of the James Eiver by 
Captain Burton, a competent and judicious officer, Major Clowney, of 
the Thirtieth Wisconsin Yolunteers, who had been cbosen by mV to 
carry out your iiistriuilions, became satisfied, as I had previously been 
fr'om personal observation, lliat no wood for a military post could be 
found on the upper James Eiver. Following my orders he examined the 
country near the head of the t^oteau des Prairies, and fixed ni)on what is 
represented by all who have seen it to be a very commanding and defen¬ 
sible position. The work was energetically commenced and prosecuted 
by Major Clowney, and is proceeding as rapidly as possible under the 
direction of his successor, Major Eose, Sec^ond Minnesota Cavalry, w^ho 
with four companies of that regiment has relieved the four companies of 
the Thirtieth Wisconsin Volunteers at that post. The latter command is 
on its way to this <‘ity, being ordered by you to the South. Fort Wads¬ 
worth is one of the most important military stations of the Northwest. 
Xt is to be hoped that your intention to construct a similar large fort at 
Devil’s Lake can be suc(*essfrilly carried out during tbe coming year, 
thus completing the cordon of posts iu the heart of the Indian country* ^ 
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AViieii couipletod and garrisoiHMl ]>> a vstroii^ force tJu^y will exercise a 
powerful effect on the Avild bands of Sioux, who lor the past l^vo years 
have occasioned so nmcli mourning and alaini among the white border 
settlers by their ruthless deeds of massaei*e a ad desolation. 

In addition to the other duties im]»osed u])on the troops in ihis dis¬ 
trict, they have had to act as escorts to tiains of suiiplies to distant 
]>osts, and on one occasion last fall three (*ompanies of the Sixth 
Minnesota Volunteers were dis]Pitched, as guard to a large provis¬ 
ion train belonging fo the XT. S. Indian Department, to the Indian 
1 eservation on the Missouri. These companies with their charge left 
on loth ol' ITovember, accomplished the march safely, and returned to 
this district about the 1st of January last, having marched nearly 800 
miles, without any loss of men or animals. The extent of the line to be 
])rotected from the hostile Indians may be estimated at upward of 400 
miles, and a force is also required at Fort Eipley to operate as a (*heck 
on the Chipxiewas, Avho are uneasy and discontented. Until these In¬ 
dian dilhculties are at an end there should be, in my judgment, not less 
than one entire regiment of men and one battery, in addition to the 
foiVe required to hold the posts and stations, in order i^roperly to defend 
the fi’ontier and repel attack. There are now in this district the regi¬ 
ment of Second Minnesota C'aA^alry, six companuvs of Independent 
Battalion, one (*oinpany Veteran Eeserve Oor])s, Third Minnesota Bat¬ 
tery, live coini)anies of XJ. S. Volunteers and Connecticut cavalry, with 
detachments of other rebel desewters and refugees which have been dis¬ 
patched to this district for service. Many ot the latter are des])erate 
characters, requiring an (‘qual number of men to k(‘ei) them in subjection 
and ])revent their deseition. A few men liaA^e been on duty in the pro¬ 
vost marshal’s department, and one company of the Independent Bat¬ 
talion is now serving as xuoAmvSt guard under the direction of acting 
assistant provost-marshal-general of the State. 

in concluding this report 1 beg lea veto call through you the earnest 
attention of the honoralJe Secretary of War to a subject Avhich I have 
ie})eatedly presented in niyohicial dispatc'hes to department headquar¬ 
ters. 1 refer to the facd that the British Coa eminent still permits Her 
Majesty’s ten itoiies to be made the refuge of the murdering bands who 
disturb the i>eace of our frinitiei*, from Ihe ])ursuit of the troops under 
my command, and these saA^ages are in constant and oj)en communica¬ 
tion Avith British traders, naIio furnish them wn*th ammunition and other 
articles with Avhich to carry on thcAAai with our Co\"erument Avithout 
let or hindrance by the local authorities. Indeed, the half-breed sub¬ 
jects of Her Britannic Majesty traverse our domain in cA^ery direction 
for purposes of trading and hunting, and are thus directly interested in 
the continuance of hostilities betAA^een us and the upper bauds of Sioux 
Indians, and it is kiiow'^n that they foment discontent wdth the Ghip- 
})ewas with whom they come in contact by representations that they are 
defr’auded by the United Slates G-oA^ernment by payment in paper 
instead of coin, of the money due them under treaty stipulations, lii 
fact, until some arrangement shall be made between the two Govern¬ 
ments whereby these constant Auolations of international comity on the 
part of Her Majesty’s subjects can be arrested, and a sufficient force ot* 
troops to guarantee the neutrality of British soil stationed in the vicin¬ 
ity of the boundary line, it is aiinost hopeless to look for a speedy 
solution of these Indian difiSculties. On the contrary, if it can possibly 
be effected by the influence of the Eed River half-breeds, we may antic¬ 
ipate that the Chippewas will soon be added to the number of our 
active enemies. I trust you AviU agree Avith me in my views of the iin- 
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I)<)rtiiiu‘e to be iittu(*lie<l to early action on the part ot the United vState.s 
(xovernirieiit, and press the subject upon tlie attention of the lionorable 
Secretary of War. 

I am, «'eneral, veiT resi>eetfiillv, your obedient servant, 

TI. n. SIBLEY, 
Brigadier-deneval, Commanding, 

Maj. Gen. John Pope, 

(Jomdy, Depnrtyneni of ihe Northweytt^ ^liUoan'kee,, Wis\ 


JULY 3, 1864.—Skirmish in Platte County, Mo. 

Beport of Brig, den, Clinton B, Fislc^ U, B, Anny^ commanding District 

of North Missouri, 

Saint Joseph, Mo., July i, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Daniel M. Draper, with a detachment of the Ninth 
Cavalry Miswsouri State Militia, attacked a band of guerrillas in Platte 
County yesterday, killing 0 and wounding J oi* the villains. We cap¬ 
tured *15 horses and many revolvers. Two of our men were wounded. 
Among the dead bushwhackers was the leader of the band who com¬ 
mitted the murdiT in Buchanan County in May last. 

CLINTON B. EJSK, 

Brigad ier- OeneraL 

Col. O, D. Greene, 

Assisf(ait Adjutant dencral, ASaint Louis. 


JULY 3-25,1864.—Operations in the vicinity of Baton Bouge, La., with skir¬ 
mish near Benton’s Perry, on the Amite River (25th). 

P71X\ 

No. 1.—Itinerary of thoSoiond Bri^adt*, C avalr\ Jhvirtioii, Nineteenth Amy Corps^ 
LuMit. Col. Thomas Loj^an. One luiudied and eighteenth Illinois Mounted 
Infantry, c onimaudiiig. 

No. 2.— Maj. Franklin Moore, Second Illinois t'avail> 

No. 1. 

Itinerary of the Second Brigade^ Cavalry Division^ Nineteenth Army 
Corps, commanded by Lieut. Col. Thomas Logan, One hundred and 
eighteenth lUinois Mounted Infantry.* 

July S. —The One hundred and eighteenth Illinois Volunteers, in obe¬ 
dience to orders received, hdt Port Hudson and arrived at Baton Eouge 
the same day; distance, twenty live miles. Captoed 2 prisoners on 
the march. The usual picket duty has been done during the month. ^ 
July 17. —With 400 men made an expedition across the Amite River. 
Killed 2 and caiitured 8 prisoners. Returned the following day; dis¬ 
tance, twenty-one miles. 

July 21. —With 400 men went across the Amite, crossing at Benton’s 
Ferry. Captured 1 prisoner. Retiinied to <annp the following day; 
distance, 15 miles. 

July 24. —Sent Maj. Franklin Moore, Second Illinois Cavalry, with 
136 men across the Amite River, (Tossing at Benton’s Ferry. He reports 


" From monthly return. 
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that lie attacked Cuptaiii Doyal (rebel) in his cainp seven miles from 
the river, whipped ]iim, bimied his camp, including 150 stand of arms 
and 7,000 rounds of ammunitioiij captured 2 xirisoners and killed 15 or 
20 . Eeturned to camp the following day; distance, twenty-eight miles. 


No, 2. 

Report of Maj. FranMtn Moor(\ J:^e(‘ 0 })(l ItJivois Vavalry, 

llEAin^i^ARTEms Heconb Illinois Cavalry, 

Baton Rouge, La.j July 2;, 

Sir.: In obedience to orders received fiom division In^adquarters, 
dated July 24, 18G4, with detachment frwi the Second Illinois Yoluii- 
teer Cavalry and One hundred and eighteenth Illinois Mounted Infan¬ 
try, numbering in all 135 men, 1 marched at 7 p. m. out to the Amit(‘ 
Kiver, distance seventeen miles. Found the river swimming, and 
camped for the night. Crossed at daylight. Came upon their pickets 
about a mile and a half from the river; drove them seven miles to place 
of encampment, when I comiiletely routed them, numbering 300 m(‘n, 
capturing 150 stand of arms, which were broken and destroyed i\ v 
want of transportation, 4 hoises, 4 prisoners, and destroyed some 15,000 
rounds of ammunition. 1 then fell back to the Amite Eiver, heavy 
vskirmishing all the way, where I formed line of battle and delivered a 
deadly fire into them, killing some 20. (Casualties in my (*ommand, 4 
horses killed. 

EespeetftiUy submitted. 

FRANK. MOORE, 

Major, Commanding fteeond Illinois Yohinteer Cavalry, 
(Captain Stein, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


JULY 5-6, 1864.—Scouts from Big Piney, Mo. 

Report of Oapt, Henry B. Brown, Fifth Missouri JState Militia Cavalry, 

Camp Big Piney, Mo., July 6', 7(S‘6*i. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following re])oit of a scouting 
party sent in the direction of Houston trom tliisplaci^ Corporal Calvert 
ill command, with orders to capture, if possible, a noted bushwhacker 
by the name of Pruitt, whom we have, tried to (*apture several tinuss 
while at this iilace. Pruitt was also reported by Mr. Wayman as being 
the individual who robbed him (Wayman) a short time ago. The scout 
succeeded in captiming him, and w^hile returning with him by way 
of Mr. Waymaifs, and when within three miles of there, learning that 
he was to be taken before Mr. Wayman, he tried to make his esca])e 
by running, whereupon the guard shot him after chasing him several 
hundred yards, killing him instantly. This scout was made on the 51 h 
of July. Also on the 6th of July I sent out another scout under (*om- 
mand of Lieutenant Muntzel, in the direction of Johnson’s Mill, on the 
Big Piney. The lieutenant succeeded in capturing one TJ. S. horse and 
one IJ. S. mule;^ also got reports of rebels being quite numerous between 
the head of Spring Creek Hollow and Houston. Twelve rebels crossed 
the RoUa and Springfield road hall a mile east of my camp July 6. 
I sent out a scout after them, who (*hased them six miles in the direc- 
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lion of Kiclnvoods, and tliey lieie lost tlieir trail, it beooniing dark, 
and returned to caini>. 1 hear also reports of there being twenty or 
thirty rebels in Matthews’ Prairie, twelve miles northeast of this camp. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. r>. BPOWN, 

Capialn, 

C'ol. A. SiGEL, 

Commmulhifl Flfili Shite MUifia (Uiealnj. 


JULY 5-7, 1864.—Expedition from Morganza to Simsport, La. 

Beport of Col, Edmund J, Darts^ Fint Texan Cavalry, 

Headquarters Cavalry, Ninetei^ntu Army Corps, 

Morgauza, La,, July 7, 1804, 

Captain: I have to report that in obedience to instructions from 
headquarters of the forces at this place, I started on the morning of 
the 5th instant for Simsport, on the Atchafalaya, taking with me 400 
men. The object of the expedition was to ascertain the truth of a 
report coming from the gun-boats at the mouth of Red River, that the 
rebels were crossing artillery at Simsport. I soon ascertained that 
tliere was no truth in this statement. I found that the rebels had sent 
away their troops from the neighborhood of tlie Atchafalaya. Some of 
them have crossed Red River and others gone toward Alexandria and 
Shreveport. We only encountered a small picket of seven men and a 
lieutenant, of whom 3 were captured. These belonged to Gould’s 
(Texas) regiment (Twenty-third Texas). At Siinsporttwo men belong¬ 
ing to same regiment and detailed as ferrymen were captured, with the 
flat-boat and yawl used at the ferry, and the boats destroyed. There 
was a small incket seen on the other bank the Atchafalaya, which 
was driven away by a few shots from our men. I think there is no 
doubt that the most of the enemy’s tbl’ce has gone uj) and across Red 
River. On last Saturday (2d instant) the rebel General Wharton with 
one brigade was at Trinity, on the west bank of Black River about 
thirty or forty miles west of hTatchez. I could hear of no other troops 
or any artillery in his neighborhood, thougli I i)resume there must be 
some, as Wharton x'anks as a major-general. We captured 7 prisoners 
in all, of whom one made his escape. 

Respectftilly, 

BDMD. eT. DAVIS, 

Colonel^ Commanding Cavalry, Nineteenth Army Gotys, 
Capiu F. Speed, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


JULY 6-10,1884.—^Expedition from New Madrid to Carnthersville, Mo., with 

skirmishes. 

Reports of Lieut, Col, John T, Burris, Tenth Kansas Infantry. 

Weaversville, July 9,1864, 

(Via New Madrid.) 

General : Have been scouting four days through the swamps of 
this region with detachments of the First Missouri Volunteer Cavalry, ^ 
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iiiidcv Captains Preiiitt, E(hvards, and Vincent. Have killed 13 busJi- 
whackers and captured some arms, a few horses and mules, cas¬ 
ualties on our part except 1 man wounded. Expect to be at "New 
Madrid in a few days, when 1 will furnish a detailecl report. 

JOHN T, BUREIS, 
TAeutenmit-Colonel^ Gommamding, 

Brigadier-General Ewino. 


Head(^uarters Second Sub-Distmct, 

Giqye Girardeau^ Mo,, July IS, 1864, 
SiE: I have the honor to report that on the 5th instant I moved from 
New Madrid with detachments of the First Cavalry Missouri Volun¬ 
teers, and Second (Javahy Missouri State Militia, commanded, respect¬ 
ively, by Captains Preuitt, Edwards, and Vincent, numbering in all 
about 200 men. At Weaversville, twenty miles west of New Madrid, we 
killed James Fields, a noted guerrilla of that vicinity, and near that 
place wounded a guerrilla captain, who, liowever, escaped in a swam]), 
but has, as I am informed, since died. From Weaversville we moved 
west across Little Eiver, and over what is known as the plank road, a 
distance of twelve miles, to Clarkton, in Dunklin CV)unty. On the morn¬ 
ing of the (ith we moved from Clarkton in a southwesterly direction 
across the swamps and bayous extending out from the Saint Francis 
Eiver. We sur])rised and routed several small parties of guerrillas dur¬ 
ing the day, and killed in all 8 of their number. Crossing the Saint 
Francis we halted for the night on Blue Cane Island. On the morning 
of the 7th we mar(died on S(*atterville, Greene County, Ark., where we 
came upon Bolin’s band and a party of Kit(‘hen’s men; we killed 4, 
the rest scattered. No loss on our part except 1 man wounded. We 
then moved in a northeasterly direction eighteen miles to Brown’s Ferry, 
where we halted for the night. On the foll(>wing morning we swam 
our horses across the Saint Fmncis Eiver and marched by way of 
Clarkton and over the plank road to Weaversville. On the 9th 1 sent 
about one-half of the command back to New Madrid under Lieutenant 
Burnett, and proceeded with the remainder to Gayoso and Caruthersville, 
in Pemiscot County, to co operate with an infantry force under Captain 
Kelling, which I had previously ordered into that region. At Caruth¬ 
ersville we came upon Bush Powell with a very small party of men; 
we killed 1, the otliers escaped. The command of Captain Kelling, 
consisting of forty men of Company E, First Infantry Missouri State 
Militia, and thirty-five men of Company B, Eighteenth IT. S. Infantry, 
African descent, embarked on board the gun-boat Huntress, No. 58, at 
New Madrid on the Gth and at Quigley’s, near the Arkansas line, on 
the morning of the 7th. From there it marched west into Cowskin Set¬ 
tlement; found a (*amp that had Just been eA^acuated, and had a skir¬ 
mish with a small party of bush \a hackers, but (*ould find no consider¬ 
able force. On the 8th they moved northeast, and <*amped that night 
near Caruthersville. During the day and night they had se\wal skir¬ 
mishes Avith the gueiTillas, killing lu all, as Captain Kelling learned 
fr’om the citizens the following day, 8 of their number. Ou the 9tli 
instant, the day on which my ('aAmliy arrived at Caruthersville, (’ap- 
taiii Kelling, with his command, moved from that place i)er steamer 
Graham to New Madrid, and on tlie following day I mar<died with the 
cavalry to the same point. Eesult of the combined movement is 23 
bushwhackers killed, seA^eral muskets, rifles, and I'evolvers captured 
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and brought in, near 50 coininoii rifles and shotguns, wliich '^ere unfit 
for Government use, captui‘ed and destroyed, and 52 horses and mules 
captured and turned over to the quartermaster at IS'ew Madrid. 

I have the honor to be, general, yours to connuand, 

JOHlSr T. BUEKIS, 
IJenUnani Colonel, 

Brig. Gen. Thomas Ewino, Jr., 

Commanding JSaivf Louis Disfxrf, Ha Inf Louis, JIo, 


JULY 6-24, 1864.—Seoul in Southeastern Arizona. 

Report of 2laj, Joseph Smith, Fifth California Infantry, 

Fort Goodwin, Ariz. Ter., July j2o, 1864. 

Lieutenant: I ha\e the honor to rei)ort for the information of the 
colonel commanding that in compliance with Special Orders, ISTo. 78, 
dated headquarters Fort Goodwin, Ariz. Ter., July 5, 18G4,1 left this 
post on the afternoon of July 6 with a coDiniaiid (‘onsisting ot Capt. E. 
E. Frink and his company (A), Fifth Infantry California Yoluuteers; 
Lieut. John Martin and his company (D), First Infantry California 
Volunteers; Lieut. Poifer Hadeii and fifteen men of Company 0, First 
Cavaky California Volunteers, tor an Indian scout in the vicinity of 
the Eio San Francisco or Kutroso and its tributaries. On leaving the 
fort we lU’oceedod in a northerly dire<*tion to the Eio Gila, where we 
camped for the night; distance about three miles. Plenty wood and 
water; grass of an inferior quality. Left this cam]) on the morning 
of July 7 at 5 o’clock. Ch*ossed river and proceeded up a deep sandy 
arroyo for about seven miles; Ihen came into the high rough mountains. 
Crossed this range and turned to the right along north side of them. 
Arrived at some water-holes in a <leei> rocky i*avine at 2 p. m. about 
six miles from summit of* mountain. Men and mules very tired, trail 
being rough and rocky and mountains high. Barely sufficient Avater 
here for my commaml; plenty wood and grass; day’s march about 
eighteen miles. Left cam]) at the Tanks at 6 a. m. July 8; marched 
over a range of rolling hills and deep gulches. Halted at chmega at 
8 o’clock. Found this (deiiega completely dry and no water for ani¬ 
mals anywlnu’e io b(^ found. Sent some men up the canon about COO 
yards and found a hole in the rocks with sufficient water to till th(‘ 
men’s canteens. Distam^e l‘rom the Tanks to this cienega by the route 
I traveled, eight miles, and by the trail traveled by Lieutenant-Oolonel 
Davis some two months ago, twelve miles. Left this cienega at 9 a. m. 
and marched over low, rolling hills mostly <*<)vered with small, loose 
rock, and struck the s])ring at the head of the Eio Bonito at about 4 
p. Tu. Went dowui the stream about one mile and cauiped tor the 
night. The trail to-day leads through a large, wide valley running 
southeast and northwest, the same as described by Lieutenant-(3olonel 
Davis as reaching the San Carlos. The valley has the appearance of 
being rough and broken by short mesas and deep sandy ravines. Saw 
some five pony tracks in this valley two or three days old, leading in 
the direction of the San Carlos. Found tin* tracks of two or three In¬ 
dians on the river this evening when going into camp, which led me to 
think that there might be a rancheria on this creek lower down, so I 
ordered Captain Frink to take twenty men of his company, and Lieu- 
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tenant Martin to take fifteen men of Ms company, and Juan Arrojras 
as our guide, and leave our camp at 12 o’clock at night and surprise 
the rancheria if one could be found. Marched this day about twenty- 
five miles. 

Left this camiJ on the morning of July 9 at 0 o’clock, and followed 
down the bed of the stream about four miles, and came up with Cai)- 
tain Frink’s detachment, which had left our camp in the night. They 
found no sign of Indians whatever. Here I made camp for two days 
to send my detachment of cavalry to the mouth of the river to hunt for 
Indians, and also to meet the express party fi^om the post. This creek 
runs tMough a deep (*enient canon. The whole length of the stream 
there is but one small pie(*e of bottom land where the Indians could 
raise any grain, and this does not contain more than fifty acres. This 
camp I called Oamp McCleave in honor of Captain (now Major) Me- 
Cleave, First Oavahy California Volunteers, who surprised and killed 
a party of Indians at this point some time last year. At this camp 
there are some eight or ten old rock buildings which are in a perfect 
state of preservation,being under a high cement bluff. A rough sketch* 
of these buildings was taken by First Lieut. J. B. Whittemore, First 
Infantry California Volunteers, which I have the honor to submit with 
this report. Water, wood, and grass plenty at this camp. IsTotMng of 
interest transpned during the 10th. 

July 11,1 took Lieutenant Martin and twenty men and stai‘ted to 
explore a gap in the mountains east of camp. We had not gone more 
than one mile and a half fi?om camp when we discovered a j)arty of 
Indians on a dmde, or high mesa, about one mile from us. I saw at 
once that I could not get to them, and that they were completely out 
of range of our guns, so I sent a man of my command down a gulch, 
unobserved by the Indians, with orders to Captain Frink, then in camp, 
to take twenty-five men and go up a deep canon behind the Indians 
and surprise them. During the time my man was going to camp the 
Indians hoisted a fiag and wanted to have a talk, so I sent Lieutenant 
Martin with a fiag to meet one of the Indians and talk with him. The 
remainder of the party then changed to another hill, getting a little 
closer to my command and getting out of range from where I fii'st found 
them, so when Captain Fiink wiSi his men came over the hill where I 
had ordered him the Indians were out of the range of his guns. The 
Indian told Lieutenant Martin to get his captain and he would bring 
his (the Indian chief) and make arrangements and come into my camp. 
I concluded this to be the one chance to get them, as they could get 
away fi?om us in a few minutes where we could not follow them to do 
any good. Lieutenant Martin and myself then went about half a mile 
and met the chief and his interpreter, the balance of the Indians, six¬ 
teen in number, sitting at about thirty yards from us looking on, and my 
men then at about 500 yards with a gulch intervening. I talked to the 
cMef and persuaded him to come with me to the Gila, and see the 
great captain, and then he could bring all his ])eople and make i)eace. 
We parted with the understanding that he would come with me, but 
affcer he had another talk with his warriois they wanted to +ake a dif¬ 
ferent route to my camp, and this did not vsuit n*us so I ordered my men 
to commence firing upon them. We (diased them about two miles, but 
they could outrun us amongst the rocks and high hills. I think we 
must have wounded 5 of the number, as 1 only saw 13 get away. 
There were only 18 in all. These are the only Indians that I came 
across on the whole trip. 


* Ouuttod* 
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My eicpre&s paity came in tins evening, and I deteimmed to make a 
nigM march to tbe Negrito on the next night. I could not leave this 
evening, as my guide was very sick and was not fit to travel. Left 
camp on Eio Bonito on the evening of July 13, with seventy men, and 
made a night march across the Negrito. Left Lieutenant Haden, with 
the balance of the command, to follow me in the morning with the pack 
train. We marched over a very rough country and arrived in sight of 
the Eio Negrito about 10 p. m. Here Juan [Arroyas], my guide, and 
myself went on toxi of a high hill overlooking the course of the river 
tor a great divstance, but could discover no fires or other signs. I 
«,i'iipi ‘«1 h.iMc outlie vside of the mountain, comxoletely hid Horn View, 
iii!i il MiMniiTig. At daybreak we went down to the river, but found no 
vsigns of Indians. Waited in the brush all day for the train to come 
up. Train came in all right. Made camxi here for the night. Ordered 
Lieutenant Mai tin to take Lieutenants Young and Whittemore, and 
fifty men, and go iix) the river for ten or fifteen miles and see if he could 
find any Indians, and to leave camp next morning at 3 o’clo(*k. For 
paiticulars of his scout I would resiiectfully refer to his reiiort,"^ here¬ 
with submitted. Leit eamx) on Eio Negrito on the morning of July 16. 
Followed down the river about five miles by a narrow canon and filled 
Avith brush and timber. Here took the trail over the mountain to the 
Francisco or Nutroso. This is a terrible mountain to cross 5 very 
rough and rocky. Descending the mountain on the northeast side to 
the Eio Francisco, saw some very rich looking copper leads crop- 
Xiing out of the ground. Distance here between the two rivers about 
twenty-two miles. Found water in tanks about half-way between the 
two rivers. Found no Indian sign on Francisco whatever. Has the 
aiipearan(‘e of no Indians being there this season. Found no grass 
at first caini) on river. INIules nearly all barefooted and gave out on 
account of sore feet. Men’s shoes worn out, and they very tired. Left 
earn}') early in morning of 17th and moved downriver about three miles. 
Came to good grass. Camiied to graze annuals and rest men. Ordered 
Oai)tain Frink to take Lieutenant Martin and fifty men, and proceed 
down the Fraiu‘isi*o to its Junction with the Gila, and then down the 
Gila canon and meet me with the balance of the command at the 
Pueblo Yiejo. Broke <*auip at 5.30 morning of the 18th, Captain Frink 
and party going down the river. For all the incidents of his march I 
respe<*tfully refer to his report,^ herewith submitted. With the i>ack 
tram and balaiu^e of the (‘ommand I struck across the country across 
low rolling hills and came out on the Eio Gila about twenty miles above 
the mouth of tlie Francisco, July 10 , and marched up the Eio Gila 
about ten miles and camiicd. Wood and grass plenty all along river. 
July 20, mar(*hed up rivei* about two miles and then sti‘uck across 
the mountains and came out in Gila at the Pueblo Viejo. This is a 
very rocky and hard trail to march over. Found water about twelve 
miles from the pneblo in tanks in the rocks. Day’s inarch thirty miles. 
Men and mul(\s very tired. Was fourteen hours making this march. 
Found Captain Frink at the Pueblo Viejo, he having beat us one day. 
There I was compelled to li(‘. over the 2ist to r<ist my men and mules. 
From this point 1 followed down the Eio Gila to this tort, where I 
arrived on the 24th instant, nothing of interest transpiring on the 
march down the river. 

For the distance marched and the direction traveled, I would respect¬ 
fully refer yon to a journal of the trii) iirepared by First Lient. J. B. 


* Not found. 
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Whittemore, First Infantry Oalitbrnia Yoluiiteers, is lierewith 

transmitted.* My opinion of tbe eonntry traveled over is tliat tlie 
country bordering on the Eio ^Negrito and Francisco is very ri(jb in 
minerals. Copper I know is abundant, and is as fiiie looking gold 
countiy as I ever saw, and I think that th(* mountains contain great 
quantities of silver; but for agricultural piu*i}oses the country is of no 
value, as the streams all run through a deep rocky gorge until they 
empty into the Eio Gila. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH SMITH, 

3Iajo}' Fifth Infantry California Yoh.^ Comely, IScout, 

Lieut. William A. Thompson, 

Adjt, Exjyedition ayaimt Apaohen,^ Fort Coodivin^ Ariz, Ter, 


JULY 6-30, 1864.—Operations in Western Missouri 

STTNlNX^IiY OH- aH-IIil mVEINXS. 

July 6,1864.—Skirmisli near the Little Blue, Jaeksou Oouuty. 

7,1864.—^Attack on ParkviUe. 

10.1864. —Affair at Platte City. 

13.1864. —Action at Camden Point. 

Affair at 'S'erh.ailleis. 

14.1864. —Skirmish near Fredericksburi;. 

15.1864. —Attack on Huntsville. 

16.1864. —Skhraish on the CXear Fork. iu‘ar Warrensburg. 

Skirmish on the Fayette road, near Huntsville. 

17.1864. —Action near Fredericksburg, Ray County. 

19.1864. —Scout to Taos. 

20.1864. —xVttack on Arrow Rock. 

21.1864. —Attack on Plaltsburg. 

22.1864. —Skirmishes near Camden Point and Union Mills. 

23.1864. —Skirmish near Liberty. 

R,I±lI?OJRXS. 

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Samuel K. Curtis. U. 8. Army, eomiuaudingDe])artment of Kansas. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown, IT. S. Army, commanding District of Central 
Missouri. 

No. 3.—Col. James H. Ford, Second (^>lora<lo Cavalry. 

No. 4.—Maj. Douglas Dale, Fourth Missouri State Militia C’avali\\. 

No. 5.—Maj. Henry Suess, Seventh Missouri Slate Militia Cavalry, Chiet <»t Cav¬ 
alry. 

No. 6.—Brig. Gou. Clinton B. Fisk, U. S. Anuy, <*ominaiidiug District of North 
Missouri. 

No. 7.—Capt. George A. Holloway, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

No. 8.—^Maj. JohnM. Clark, Eighty-second Infantry Enrolled Missouri Militia. 

No. 9.—Maj. Samuel P. Cox. 

No. 10.—Capt. Benjamin F. Poe, Eighty-ninth Enrolhnl Missouri Militia. 

No. 11.—Capt. Edward P. Elmer, Second Colorado (’avalry. 

No. 12.—^Lieut. Henry F. Goss, Eighty-seventh Enrolled Missouri Militia. 


^Not found. 
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JNo. 1 . 

Eeporfs of Maj, Gen, JSamueJ B. Curtis^ C, iV. Arnn/, oomnuDKliiuj Devnrf- 

meni of Kan nan, 

WYANDOTTE, ^InUj Ji, ls()l. 

(Via Fort Leaveuwortli.) 

A combined force of cavalry bcloii.i»jng* to Dc^partiueiits of tbo 
Missouri and Kansas, under Colonel Ford, inarched from Weston yes¬ 
terday and made a gallant davsh on rebel cam[> in Oanlden, Platte County, 
compietely routing and scattering rebels. Our loss, 1 killed and 1 
wounded; rebel loss, 15 killed. Ten kegs of ])ow(ler, many guns, accou¬ 
terments and e<piipnient captur<‘d by our ti*oo])s. 

u. cuims, 

Major-Genenih 

Major-Oeneral Halleok, 

^y(^Hllln(Jton, 


Fort Leatenworth, Jidy li, jmL 
Our forces, combined, under Colonel Ford, fell u])on Hie r(‘b(*ls at 
Camden last night. Short fight and corn])lete rout of rebels; pursuit 
turned southward. Enemy’s loss, 15 killed; also large' number of mus¬ 
kets, shotguns, accoiitermoiits, and ten kegs of powder. Our loss, 1 
killed and 1 badly wwmded. 

S. U. (^UETIS. 

General Koseorans. 


:^o. 2 . 

ReporU of Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Broirn, ( . IS. Anny^ eomniandiny 
District of (^nitral 2Jis8(^nri. 

llEABCiUARTEUS DISTRUST OP CENTRAL MISSOURI, 

[July AS67.| 

Major; I have the honor to ve])ort that t'aptain Wagoner, He(*ond 
Colorado Cavalry, with a seouting parly of tw('nly five men, was 
attacked on the Gth hy a baud of* gueiTilhis, immlx'ring almiit 10b, in a 
])ass two miles south of the Little Blue, on the road ])etween lTHlei)eiul- 
ence and Pleasant Hill. Captain Wagoner and 7 men were killed and 
1 man woniided. Tlu'. enemy lost several men, but as they <*an*ied oil* 
their dead and wounded in the coach whi(*h they captured soon after 
and on their horses the numher wnis not as(*ertained. 

I am, very truly, yoiu* ohedieiit servant, 

E. B. BROWN, 

Briyadier-General of Volunteers^ Commanding. 
Maj. O. 1). Greene, 

Assutaut AdjutmitAreneral^ Baint Ijouia. 


Headquarters District of Central Missouri, 

Warrensburg^ il/o., July 12^ 186i. 

Major: I have the honor to report that on the 6th instant Captain 
Wagoner, Oomj)any 0, Second Colorado Cavalry, with twenty-five nnm, 
4 R R—YOL 3CLX, PT I 
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while scouting from Eaytowu, Jackson Ooiinty, down tlie Little Blue, 
was attacked by Todd and about 100 guerrillas in a pass two miles 
south of that stream on the road between Pleasant Hill and Independ¬ 
ence. Captain Wagoner and 7 men killed; 1 wounded. The guer¬ 
rillas had 6 killed at the pass, and 2 others by a foot scout that after¬ 
ward fell in with a squad of them. The enemy seized the stage and 
carried off their wounded, going easterly in direction of the Sni 
Hills. The guerrillas had collected for the purpose of attacking the 
escort of Brig. Gen. James Totten, inspector-general, Department of the 
Missouri, who they expected would go through the pass; but he had 
taken the route by way of Hickman Mills. They missed him. The 
meeting with Captain Wagoner was an accidental one. One of the 
two guerrillas killed by the foot scout was in the unifoi’m of a Confed¬ 
erate officer. As Todd was the only officer known to have been dressed 
in this manner it may be him; but there is no positive information in 
relation to it. 

While bearing testimony to the good conduct of the troops under my 
command in all branches of the service, and particularly to the Second 
Colorado Cavalry, yet no one of the brave soldiers in the Central Dis¬ 
trict will pardon me if I fail to do justice to the gallantry, soldierly 
qualities, and gentlemanly character of Capt. Seymour W. Wagoner. 
He fell at the head of his little band of heroes bravely contending 
against overwhelming odds. 

I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 

JB. B. BBOW¥, 

Brigadier-General of VolmiteerSj Commanding, 
Maj. O. D. Greene, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ JSaint Louis, 


WARRENSBUEa, JlUy 17, 1864, 

I have the Honor to report that on Wednesday night, 13th instant, 
Gregg^s band of thirty men attempted to rob Versailles, Morgan 
County, Were attacked and driven off by the citizen guards of that 
place. 

E. B. BROWN, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers^ Commanding, 
Maj. O. D. Greene, 

Assistant Adjutant-General,^ Saint Louis, 


Warrensbueg, Mo., Julg 17, 186i---12 m, 

I have the honor to report that two guerrillas rode on to the ferry¬ 
boat, opposite Boonville, and comxielled the master to carry them across 
the river. On landing at the upper part of the town they jiassed into 
the country, being joined by one of their comrades. They robbed one 
citizen of a span of horses and killed another for resisting them when 
they robbed him. Colonel Wear, Enrolled Missouri Militia, xmrsued 
them with a narty of citizens, lucaptured 3 horses and killed 1 of the 
guenillas. 

E. B. BROWN, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commmding, 
Maj. O. D. Greene, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint fauis. 
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Warrensburu, Mo., JiiUf 1 ?^ 1861 , 

I liave the honor to report that Captain Turley, Seventh Missouri State 
Militia [Cavalry], with a scout of tweiity-tive men, attacked Hutchins*' 
and Steward’s band of g’uerrillas on C'leai* Fork ycvsterday, killing’ 5 
of them. This makes 81 that the troops under my command have killed 
since the 1st of June. 

E. n. BEOWNT, 

BrUjadirr-Qcneral of Volunteem^ Command in (/, 

Maj. O. D. CrREENE, 

Assistant Adjutant-ChnemJj Saint Louis, 


AV'Akkensburo, Mo., Jiily 18^ 1864, 
Captain Parke, Fourth MLssouri State Militia | Cavalry], at Boonville, 
reports 160 guerrillas in Howard County, killing daily, and that Frank¬ 
lin was robbed yesterday. 

E. B. BROWNT, 
Brigadier- General, 

Maj. O. D. Greene, 

Assistayit Adjttfan f- General, 


Warrensburo, Mo., duly 1864. 

The slierili* of Saline County rej^orts to Captain Parke, at Boonville, 
that Arrow Eoek was burned hnst night. There was a comi)any of 
ninety citizen guards and a squad of soldiers at that ])lac(‘. The 
soldiers are said to have made their (‘scai)e. 

E. B. BEOWE, 

Br i(ja dler-Genera I, 


Maj. O. D, (tJ?eene, 

Assistant AdjutamL General. 


WARRENSBURd, July ^3, 1864, 

Todd’s guerrillas scattered in the Sni Hills in bands numbering from 
fifteen to seventy-five. Thornton was above Tjcxington, within three 
miles of the Missouri, yesterday noon. It is reported that he will cross 
the river between Sibley and Kaxioleon. The Fanny Ogden is on the 
way up the river from Glasgow. T have ordered her up the river to 
prevent a crossing of Thornton’s forces and to ferry Ford’s command if 
he arrives on the banks in pursuit and Thornton would make a cross¬ 
ing. If Thornton should cross the river and unite the different bands 
of Todd, he will be strong enough to make a raid on many of the border 
towns. Colonel McFerran’s cavalry are still in pursuit. 

E, B. BROWK, 
Brigadier ’ Gemral, 


Col. O, D. Greene, 

Assistant Adjutant-OeneraL 
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Bejwrts of Col, James U, Ford^ Second Colorado Cavalry, 


Independence, Ko,^July /, 1801, 

(Eeceived 8.30 a. m, 8tli.) 

Captain; Captain Wagoner, Company C, scouting from Eaytown? 
with twenty-five men, Avaw attacked by Todd with over 100 guerrillas, 
well armed, about two miles south ot‘ the Little Blue, on Independence 
and Pleasant Hill road. Captain W. and 7 men killed, 1 wounded. 
Enemy’s loss we do not know. They took the coach and carried off 
their dead and wounded. Enemy immediately retreated into eastern 
Jackson and western La Payette, dividing up into small squads as 
usual. Our foot scouts killed 2 on their retreat, 1 di‘essed in Confed- 
(Tate uniform. We hope it is Todd. They were (*ollecting for the pui*- 
])ose of attacking General Totten and myself en route fr*om Pleasant 
Hill to Independence. We came via Hickman Mills to inspect troops 
at that place. The skirmish took place Wednesday, the 6th, just at 2 


p. m, 


3. H. FOED, 
Colonel, Commanding^ <kc, 

Capt. Jajmes H. Steoee, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Warrenshnrg, 


Kansas Cit\, July 9,1864. 

(Eeceived 0 a. m.) 

Captain: 1 have positive information that 6 bushwhackers were 
killed by Oaiitain Wagoner’s co m mand in the late skirmish. 

J. H. FOEl), 
Colonel, Commanding, 

Capt. James H. Steoer, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Warrenshurg, 


Headquarters Ford’s I>RiaADE, 
Camden, Mo., July 11,1661 —7 a, m. 

General; I have the honor to report that ve ran on to the enemy 
at this place, killing 15 of them. Our loss, 1 killed aucl I badly 
wounded. The enemy’s foi'ce was from 300 to 300. They were gaining 
largely every day, pressing citizens and horses. uV large number of 
them were out at this time on that business. Oia‘ force actually en¬ 
gaged with the enemy was about 150. Have heard signal giins all 
night at intervals of half an hourj direction south. Shall move in five 
minutes, south probably. More particulars by the first opportunity. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. FOED, 
Colonel, Commanding, 

P. S.—Captured and destroyed a large number of muskets, shot¬ 
guns, cai‘tridges, accouterments, &c.; also ten kegs of powder. 

J. H, FORD. 

General Curtis, 

Commanding Department of Kansas, 
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Kansas City, July 17 ^ lS6l . 

Todd with 150 thiev<‘s tlu-eateiis liidoi)oiid(Mi(*(‘. Three hundred or 
400 of Thornton\s whelps down in Ua> County, opj^osite Lexington, try¬ 
ing to cross. 1 have sent the Fann> Ogden with one section of battery 
and 100 men to stop their (aossing. Todd is playing the devil in my 
sub-district. I have not troops enough to jnoteet all sides. These fe'w 
rebels in and about Weston are tliere only to draw back our forces. 1 
T must have a i)art of my men bac'k, or 1 will lose Independence. 

J. H. FORD. 

Coioneh 

IVlajor-Oeneral CruTTS. 


Kansas ('"tty, J\dy 18 , J86L 

General : Attacked enemy at Camden Point. They ram We killed 
15 of them tlieria Our loss, 1 killed, 1 mortally wounded. Chased 
them clear down in Pay (.bounty. Killed at Ic^ast 25 on the road downi; 
all of them in arms; killed no ciiwns, althougli many of them need 
killing. ITave called a large mass-meeting, to be lield at Libertyon 
Wednesday next, and have jiames of all disloyal men anti sym])athi- 
zers, and liave told the i)eo])le that I will hold the imm responsible for 
ac'tions of their particular friend Thornton. I will give them a chance 
to redeem themselves and tlnm try ami save their (‘ounty from destnu*- 
tion. Todd and his thiev<ss are raising the devil in my sub-distiict. I 
(‘annot go <lowu into Ray without leaving my (counties eom]>letely un¬ 
protected. One hundred and lifty whelps now' tlireaten Independence.. 
We only Jiave thirty men there. I am doing all I can. A large party 
opposite Lexington is trying to cross the r:^ er. Have sent a steam-boat 
with one section of artilleiy and 100 men, under Major SueSvSy down uo 
[irevent their (*rossing, I received General Rosecrans’ order toremadni 
over there, but I cannot Wave my own men unprotected. Gemeral Cur¬ 
tis has withdrawn the Kansas troops. The balau(*e o1‘ my force is at 
Liberty. Colonel Draper is there. If 1 have to bring my troops over 
would recommend tliat (Vdonel Draper be left there for the present. 

J. H. FORD, 

Colonel , tfc. 

General Ftse. 


Kansas City, 1864 . 

On Sunday, the 17th instant, Caidain Moses, with forty-seven men, 
scouting seventeen miles northeast of Liberty, near Fredericksburg, 
Ray County, (*ame onto a large force of the (memy, over 300 wstrong, 
under Colonel Thornton. After a severe light they liad to retreat 
to the brush, wlnuT Captain Moses again rallied his 'men. They tired 
their last shot from their revolvers, when Captain Moses gave the order 
to sejiarate and do the best they could. Onr loss, (> killed, 4 w'ounded, 
2 inissing. En<uny^s loss, 10 killed and21 wounded. The in formation as 
to the enemy’s w^onnded W'e get from the inhabitants. I think it is eor- 
i*e(*t. (3a])tain Movses behaved with coolness and bravery, discharging 
before he left tlie field eighteen shots, all he liad. lie escaped unin¬ 
jured, bnt re(*eived five bullet holes throngh his hat and clothes, one of 
wiiicii grazed his for<diead; his horse re(*eived tour wounds but carried 
him safely off the field. He reports that liis men fought desperately, 
also that our carbines again failed us and w'c had to rely on the pistols. 
Major Pritchard wms immediately sent in pursuit with liSOmem He 
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followed them to Knoxville, where they had commenced breaking up in 
small bands. His men and his horses giving out he gave up the pur¬ 
suit and retui'ned. Small bands of these thieves infest every portion of 
these counties. Thornton can raise a large force, I think, without 
doubt", 1,000 men, throughout the whole district. 

J. H. TOED, 
Colonel^ Commanding. 

]\Iajor-General Eosecrans. 


Kansas City, July ^5, 1864 . 

Express just arrived from Liberty. Major Smith has returned to 
that place! He ran on enemy’s rear guard, killed 3 of them; they 
scattered in every direction. I start in the morning with my x)ack-mule 
outfit: hope to give you a better report hereafter. 

J. H. EOEB, 

Colonel Second Colorado Canalry^ Commanding, 

Maj. O. D. Greene, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Kansas City, July ^5, 1864 . 

Hearing that the guerrillas were concenti‘atmg near Plattsburg 
I left Liberty July 22, 6,30 a. m., with 300 Second Colorado Cavalry, 
Major Smith commanding, and 190 Ninth Missouri State Militia 
fCavalryJ, Lieutenant-Colonel Draper commanding, for that place. 
Learned on road that they had fight with militia of that place, killing 
1 captain and 1 soldier; also learned that they had started wCvSt toward 
Buchanan County. I left the Plattsburg road, struck west toward 
Gosneyville, keeping flanking and scouting parties out in every direc¬ 
tion; passed through Gosneyville, camped at Eoss’ Mill, ted, rested 
men and horses. Started at dark, moved out on the prairie, encamped 
until 2.30. Started again on track, moved northwest to Camden Point; 
met Major Cox, in command of 500 militia and citizens, poorly armed. 
They had a skirmish with the band the day before; lost 1 killed, 5 
wounded; enemy’s loss not known. Enemy here seemed to have scat¬ 
tered ill every direction; finally I found trail of the largest party, about 
140, who were moving ba(*k east; another party moving west hi small 
bands toward Buchanan County. I sent Lieutenant-Colonel Draper to 
Saint Joseph as per General Fisk’s telegraphic orders. Major Cox and 
his militia started on the trail; we had just come to Plattsburg. I took 
the Smithville road after the largest party with 300 Second Colorado 
Cavahy; followed enemy back to within eight miles of Liberty, when 
they again doubled on me and moved toward Buchanan County. 1 
followed about five miles. Our wagons and ambulances were very 
much in our way; concluded to biing them in; left Major Smith with 
211 men on their trail. We labored under a great disadvantage; the 
citizens gave the enemy information of any movement I made, stand 
picket for them, and I can get no information whatever only as I send 
out small parties to play bushwhacker, and they are very careftil. Then 
another disadvantage in this last trip: I took ration train with me. 
If I allow the men to live on the country they are continually straggling 
all over the country; if I carry rations on their horses it wears the 
horses out this hot weather. If I go back on another scout in that 
country I shall fix up pack animals, live in tlie brush with them ibr a 
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few weeks. Had we known tliafc part of tlie country as well as now 
do we could, I think, have closed them out. I have reliable information 
that about eighty crossed the river Saturday night into this sub-district, 
and I think they intend to cross their whole command in small parties 
as fast as they can. Thornton is getting no more recruits and some 
few deserting. I do not believe he has over 800 men, scattered all 
through the country. Three battalions, each 300 to 400 strong, with 
pack-mules would easily make a clean sweep of those counties by living 
in the brush with them about two weeks, keeping out of all towns, and 
fight them in their own way. My regiment is badly needed here at 
present. Can I come back when through with this scout? 

J. H. FORD, 

Colonel JSecond Colorado Cavalry, 

Maj. O. D. OBEENii, 

Assistant Adjnttint-Cene^ah 


■No. 4. 


Report of Maj, Douglas Dale, Fomtli MiHsonri Militia Cavalry, 

On Board Hteamer Post Boy, 

Lexington^ Mo.^ July 17,1864, 

GeivtebAL: I arrived at this place at G p. ni. this day. Cleared the 
river of flat-boats and skiffs fco this ]fiaco, as far as 1 could find, and in 
compliance with orders. I have no doubt but that there are skiffs 
liauled out in the brush at points along the river, which would almost 
be imi)ossible to be found. I heard of no guerrillas on the river except 
three at Rocheport and two at Booiiville the day before we arrived at 
tliose places, I heard of no bands ^vithiu striking distance from the 
river, hence I have not sent the cavalry out. There seems to be quite 
a number of them on the north side of the river in Boone, Howard, and 
Carroll Counties, but have committed no dex)r('dations on the river 
towns within a few days past, except the instance of killing a man at 
Boonville. A band crossed at a point below this (of which place I 
cannot definitely learn) variously estimated at from twenty to thirty, 
and are said to have killed ti'om eight to twelve [Jnion men in Oari*oll 
County, several of the killed being discharged soldiers. It is sux)poRed 
to be the same band that robbed Iluntsville. They are also reported 
as having recruited to the number of sevent^^-five* or eighty, and are 
trying to get south of the river. They are said to be in the Grand 
River country. 1 could hear o4‘ guerrillas in Saline County, variously 
estimated at fi‘om fifteen to forty in numbers, said to be in Saline Bot¬ 
tom or Bend, but could hear nothing definite as to their numbers or 
whereabouts. I will leave here to-morrow morning at 2 o’clock. Will 
disembark the cavalry at this place, and make a dash on Wellington 
at daylight, and, if no enemy in striking distance, will there take 
the cavalry aboard and move on up the river. By advising with Col¬ 
onel McFerran he thought the trip above here would be attended with 
better results by making it in daylight. Both officers and men are 
(conducting themselves with propriety. 

General, I am, with imxch respect, your obedient servant, 

D. DALE, 

Major Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, 

Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown, 

Command in a T)i strict of Central Misso'^tri. 
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No. 

Eeport of ^FaJ. TFcnrif Seventh ^lissonri State Militia Cavalry.^ 

Chief of Cavalry. 

Glasciow, Mo,, July 21^ li%i. 

1 have jiivst ai rived. Lieutenant Woodruff, First Missouri State 
Militia [Cavalry], v'a^ atta(*ked by about iiOO ^'uerrillas at Arrow Eo(*k 
last night. tbnght them three-(]uarters of an hour, losing 3 men 
missing, and all his horses. He and his men are here, I shall take him 
to Frankfort. I have placed the garrison of Miami and Cambridge at 
Frankfort. I brought 120 men, under Captain Wyckoft‘, from Lexing¬ 
ton, who marched Irom Miami, at 7 o’clock this morning, in pursuit of 
the rebels, loO strong, under Todd, who passed at 5 p. m. yesterday 
live miles south of Miami on the gallop east. Captain Queen marched 
with fifty men from a point opposite Chicken Point and six miles below 
Wa verly at 5 o’clock this morning for Alarshall. Ferguson, with eighty 
men, I met at Waverly at 7 p. in. yesterday, and orden^d him to Mai*- 
shall. E leave for Miami soon. Will return early to-morrow morning. 
Thornton’s band, 300 strong, were at Maiideville yesterday at 12 jn., 
inarching east. Citizens of Carroll County are armed and ready to 
defend themselves. 

HENEY BUESS, 

Major and (liief of Vavalrij. 

Biig. Cen. F. P>. BnowN, 

Warremhury. 

(V)i)y s(Mit MaJ. O, T). trn^ene, assistant adjutant-general, with the fol¬ 
lowing additional: 

I iia\e ordered Colonel Hall to look out for a raid on the railroad 
towms east of Bedalia. Major Suess is in command of the Fanny 
Ogden. 

E. li. BROWN, 

Briyadier-Ceneral of Volunteers. 


No. (i. 

Eejmt of Briy. Geii. iUinton B. Fisk., C. S. Army^ eommandiny District 

of Xorth Missouri. 

ITeadquauteus District of North Missoxtri, 

Saint Joseph., Mo.., August 7, IShi. 

Colonel: Imaccordance with instructions received from headquar¬ 
ters Department of the Missouri, I have the honor herewith to liaml 
you a pi*eliminary report of the origin and causes of th<^ troubles in tln^ 
('ounties of Platte and Clay, in the State of Missouri. When the dilli 
culties shall have been to some extent vsettled T shall organize a com t 
that will place in the form of evidence what I here state for tlu^ infor¬ 
mation of the maior-general commanding the Department of th<‘ Mis¬ 
souri. 

That it may be fully understood what constitutes Paw Paw Militia, 
the cause of most of this difficulty, I state that the so-<‘alled Paw 
Paws were disloyal (dtizens and returned soldiers and offi<*ers from 
the rebel army who had been enrolIe<l as disloyal under General 



Ohap Lltl ) 


OPKUATlONh IN WKh'l LRJT MIKsOt HI. 


Orders, No. 21-, vs<‘ries ot 1802, lioiii Iiead<iiuirt<‘is vStai(‘ oT Missouri. 
These men were oigauized into eompanies and reghuents, under the 
direction of the (rovernoi of the State of Missouri, in the summer of 
1803, for some purpose to me unknown. Oi* the policy that dictated 
tills organization, or of the effect u])on the loyal element thus to be 
guarded, protected, and wat<*hed by armed rebels, many of them fresh 
S‘om the Confederate army, 1 say nothing. Eeiiresentations were often 
and freely made to the proper authorities that these troops were doing 
a vast amount of harm to the loyal sentiment of the State of IMissouri, 
and it was shown in many instances that these troops would in no case 
ffght the guerrillas and thieves who infested the neighborhoods wheiv 
they were stationed in the northwestern ])ortion of the State. The offi- 
(‘crs and men of the Eighty-second Eegiment Enrolled IMissouri Militia 
allowed the Confederate Colonel Winston to remain safely harbored 
and protected in the county of ("lay during the winter of 18*G3~’C4, and 
used no exertion to arrest him, although his presence in their very 
midst was a well-established fact. They would not and did not arrest 
him. After the capture of ("olonel Winston by Captain Kenpier’s com- 
]>any, of the Kiutli Oavaby Misvsouri Htate Militia, it was a matter of 
(‘ontinued report by these Paw Paw officers and soldiers that he had 
left a companion in (day County commonly known as Coon Thornton, 
but whose name is John C. Calhoun Thornton, and who is reported to 
be a colonel in the rebel army. This man, it is well known, was 
recruiting for the Confederate service, and laid sevei^al agents at work 
for him to this end in the counties of Platte, (day, and Pay. It has 
even been tlu^ subject of conversation u ith tlies(^ Paw Paw officers and 
myself that com])anies of the Eighty-first and Eighty-seeond Enrolled 
Missouri JMilitia W(U*e iu league with TJiorutoii, and that numbers of 
the men of (*ertaiii eomiiauies had Joined bis oigauization. It was 
idaimed that every effort possible had been made to arrest him, but 
without avail. The whole population of th(‘district in which he was 
operating aided and informed him, and his woik W(mt on briskly and 
smoothly. (Tpon my aec'ession to the eommand of the district I learned 
that all of the Eighty-first Enrolled Missouri Militia had been relieved 
from duty, but had been })ermitted to take their arms home to their 
houses, and it was oftmi reported to me by loyal men that these armed 
rebels were one by one sliii]nng out of sight into the Imisli with their 
arms, and upon diligent inquiry I asetuffained these re])orts to be in the 
main true. I immediately ordered the disarming of these men, their 
arms to be delivered to the armoiy at Saint JoseiiLi, Mo,, and ni>on 
receipt of the order twelve men of Ca])tain Cox’s eompany, of the 
Eighty-first Enrolled Missouri Militia, took their arms and disappeared. 
The company commaiuled by Captain Bywater, at Camd<m Point, eame 
in and delivered up their arms at Camden Point ])r(‘paratory to send¬ 
ing them to Saint Joseidi. They wen* stored in an old warehouse, and 
two men of the same (‘ornpany left on guard over them. The same night 
a small body of unarmed guerrillas rode into the town, sxmprised the 
gixard, and carried off* the guns and aeiwterments. C^aptain Eywater’s 
company has not l)een lieard of since t hen. They belonged to the Eighty- 
first [Eighty-seeondJ Enrolled Mivssoxiri Militia. On the occasion of*a 
skirmish between loyal militia and bixshwbackers, some of these Paw 
Paws were seen by t\ieir old acqxxaintances among the bushwhackers. 
Owing to the extreme difficxxlty of obtaining troops for service in this 
district, some of the best of these Paw Paw companies were retained 
on duty. Euinors of intended risings of the rebels were continually 
reaching my headqxxarters, and at length, on the morixiug of the 7th of 
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July, 1864, during my temporary absence in Howard County, a body 
of guerrilla thieves, beaded by Oooii Tborntou in person, made tbeir 
appearance at Parkville, Platte County, entered the town without the 
least particle of opposition from Captain Wilson’s comi)any (E), Eighty- 
second Eegiment Enrolled Missouri Militia, stationed at that point, 
killed 1 man, wounded 2 men and 1 woman, and plundered the town or 
ever 5 i:hing they chose. After being joined by some members of the 
militia they left in the direction of Platte City. 

On the 9th day of July it was discovered by Maj. John M. Clark, 
Eighty-second Em’olled Missouri Militia, commanding at Platte City, 
that these guerrillas were in force in front of the town, and it was 
known to him that First Lieut. AYilliam Downing, Company G, Eighty- 
second Enrolled Missouri Militia, commanding detachment of said 
company, went out to where these rebels were and held fcee conversa¬ 
tion and intercourse with them. Upon his return he informed Major 
Clark that the guerrillas were coming into town, and that he for one 
did not intend to resist them, but was for them rather than against 
them. 

On the morning of the 10th of July Major Clark abandoned the com¬ 
mand of the post to Capt. E. D. Johnston, Company A, Eighty-second 
Eegiment, and started oil* for a visit to his family, fifteen miles dis¬ 
tant. Captain Johnston being left in command immediatelj?- took coun¬ 
sel with such of his officers as w^ere present, and determined, in view 
of the known disloyalty of most of the command and the continued 
assertions of Lieut. William Downing that he would not fight the 
guerrillas, but help them, that he could do no better than surrender 
the garrison. Upon his announcing this fact, Lieutenant Downing 
immediately went out and came into the town with the guerrillas, who 
iortlnvith took possession of the town and all that was in it. They took 
dowm the flag of the IJidon, and tearing it into shreds fastened them to 
the lieads of their horses. Here again was repeated the scene of 
transformation of Missouri State soldiers into bushwhackers, for in less 
than a quarter of an hour after the occupation of the towm nearly the 
whole of Captain Jolmston’s command ap])eared dressed in Confeder¬ 
ate uniforms. According to a careful estimate of the for(‘e that so 
easily transferred their allegiance, prepared by Major Clark before i‘e- 
ferre<l to, the number of men wms distributed as follows: Capt. E. D, 
Johnston, Com])any A, Eighty-second Em^olled Missouri Militia, twenty 
men; Lieut. J. H. Nash, Company C, Eighty-second Enrolled JMissonri 
Militia, twenty men; Lieut. J. W. Martin, Company D, Eighty-second 
Enrolled Missouri AOlitia, fifty men; Lieut. William Downing, Coin- 
l)any G, Eighty-second Enrolled Missouri Militia, twenty men; Oapt. 
P. Simpson, Company M, Eighty-second Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
twenty men; making in all a force of 130 men who were actually on 
duty as U. S. soldiers and who joined the rebels. Besides these, 
there were numbers of the militia who were not on active duty, 
hut who joined them as they iiassed through the country. It is 
the opinion of those whom I consider best qualified to judge of this 
matter that not less than 250 to 300 of this class of Enrolled 
Missouri Militia joined the guerrillas. Majoi‘ Clark, as soon as his 
way was clear, reported safely at my headquarters. I shall have 
him brought to trial speedily. The total number of troops that joined 
Thornton and Thrailkill, his second in command, was four times the 
force at Thornton’s disposal at the outset of his raid. Since the 15th 
of July about thirty-five of these traitors have been killed. About 100 
ai'e iu the brush sending messages to me to know how they can renew 
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their allegiance, claiming to have been conscripted by Thornton, and a 
few have been taken at Atchison and Leavenworth, Kans., in attempts 
to escape, and are now confined in jail at Atchison. 

In closing this report I can only say that every word of it is capable 
of proof, and an examination of all facts such as I propose to make will 
probably show up a darker shade of villainy and (*orruption than 
appears in this preliminary report. 

I am, (‘olonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

OLmTO¥ B. FISK, 

JBrkfadier-General^ Commandbiy Disfrirt of Korih Misaoifri, 
Col. O. D. Greene, 

Assistant Adjutant General, T)ept, of the Missouti. 


Xo .. 

Report of Gapt, George A. Holloumy, Assistant Adjutant-General 

July 14 18G4 

Our combined forces liad a tight with the rascals last niglit at Cam¬ 
den Point, burned the town and mustered out a fewde\ils, but the rest 
were routed, some of them coming this way. Part of Noland’s com¬ 
pany have joined them, and some of the guns they had are gone 
too. I think 100 or 200 of them are near Sparta, but do not know cer¬ 
tainly. I shall put about 400 men on duty in the city to-night. Major 
Penick and i have a perfecd understanding (*oncerning the defense of 
the city. The assistam-e of the citizen companies is cheert ally rendered. 
Understand they have a S(*are at Weston this p. m. It is sup])osed by 
some very intellig<‘iit men that the re])el organization does not number 
less than 1,500, and that the> ar(‘ not fnll> at work. Nearly all the 
young men of rebel families hnv(‘ taken the bush, ('aptain Davis’ 
(‘ompany came in this morning. They were vSiirrounded all day yester¬ 
day. Colonels Ford and Jeniiison ami Lieutenant Colonel'Draper left 
Wkston yesterday with iibout (>00 good cavalry and a section of artil¬ 
lery; have heard nothing from tlieui to <lay. You are much needed 
heiV but troops are indispensable. We (‘an’t run in this manner nnndi 
longer. 

C. A. HOLLOWAY^ 

A ss ista n t A dj u ta n t- Gen era L 

General Fisk, 

l^aiiit Louis . 


No. 8. 

Report of MaJ. John M. Glarl'^ JUightg-second Infantry Enrolled Mis¬ 
souri Militia. 

Headquarters, 

Platte Gity^ ilfc., July 8, 1864. 

General : Ireached home on yesterday about 10 a. in. Soon atter my 
arrival I received information of the presence of a considerable body of 
gnierrillas in the east and southeast iiortions of our county. I at once 
set about concentrating my forces at this place. About 3 p. m. I 
received a dispat(ih from Lieutenant Navsli, Company C, stating the 
guerrillas made an attack upon Parkville and captured the place. One 
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mail \\as killed iiiid 2 \Noiiiulc(l, and also one woman was woiindiMl. 
Robbed the stores (my own among the rest) of theii contents, taking 
all tla^ money they could get, and left in th(^ direction oi Platte City. 
Bince then I have heard nothing of them. 1 sent a scout out as far as 
New Market to intercept General Fisk, so as to post him as to our con¬ 
dition, but did not hnd him. I learned that lie had passed three miles 
east of New Market, about 9 or 10 a. m., in the direction of Smithville. 
I have heard nothing of him since, but suppose he has passed through 
safely. I have some eighty-five men in the field this morning, and 
think they will be able to give a good account of these gents soon. The 
guerrillas number some sixty or seventy men. 

Yours, in liaste, 

J. M. CLAEK, 

Major, Commandbuj Plaife Covnty^ Mo. 


No. 9. 

Beportfi of Maj. i^umnel P. (fojc. 

Camden Point, JMo., Jah/ 18GL 
Sin: 1 have the honor to report that we (*ame up with the bush- 
wiiackers four miles north of this place at 2 okdocic, and we had a skir¬ 
mish with them, which lasted hut a short time. We made a eharge on 
them and they fled in every direetion. Some two hours after the flght 
w'e took one of them i>risoner, and ft'om him learn that thebnshwha(*k 
ers had 2 killed and several wounded. Onr loss is 1 killed and ^ 
wounded. A pait of the hushwhaekers went back across Platte Eiver 
below the TJnioii Mills. Can’t you send fresh troops to follow them? 
Oiu' horses and men worn out. Something ought to be done forthwith. 

S. P. COX, 
Commanding Forces. 

General Fisk, 

Comynanding District of North Missouri. 


Gallatin, JnJy . 95 , 1864. 

General : I have the honor to report to you that according to orders 
received at Breckinridge from you to xiitch into the rebels, I started 
with my command of home guards. We went south some tw^elve 
miles, wiiere w^e were joined by Lieutenant Desha’s (*ompany from 
(iiillicothe. At dark we halted "and rested till 12 o’cdock, and then w^e 
moved off in puLsnit of guerrillas. Just at that time Colonel Browm 
came up Avith two eompaiiies more, Oapt. N. P>. Brown and Captain 
Brumfield. The company commanders at that time w^ere as f()llow%s, 
to wit: Lieutenant Desha, Captain Woodruff, Captain Browni, Captain 
Noblett, Captain Brnmfteld, Captain Leaho, and Lieut. S. Biwn. We 
started out and reached Kingston just at sun-iij) and found the 
guerrillas had robbed and plundered that towm of at least $10,000 in 
money. The next place was Mirabile, wiiero they got about the same 
amount of money from Doctor Crawford’s safe. They robbed tlie stores 
of all they wanted. We then started for Plattvsburg only a few^ hours 
behind them. They killed one man twelve miles east of Plattsburg, 
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I do not recollect iiis name 5 he wa^ taken li’om the house and shot. 
They went direct to Plattsburg and made an attack on that ])lace and 
demanded a surrender, hut Captain Poe refused, he being in command, 
UvS Captain Tuxmey had just been killed; but just before we came up 
they left, going south in a hurry. We camped at Plattsbing for the 
night. Captain Johns and Captain Jones, of Caldwell, came up; also 
Captain McDonald, from Stewartsville. On the morning of the 22d 
left Plattsburg, Captain I^oe, of that ])lace, taking twelve of his men 
and went as the advance guard. We vent south to Carpenter’s Store; 
therc^ the guerrillas had camped that night. At that place we found 
the grave of oin^ man that was wounded at Plattsburg. They then 
moved in tlu^ direction of Union Mills. When we got there we found 
out that they wer<^ but a short distance ahead. W(‘ then made a 
forced mar(*h ibr about four miles, when we came up with them about 
three miles west of the Union Mills. They left 1 h(^ main road and went 
off on a by road in vSome of the worst brush that they (‘oiild liud. They 
cou('ealed thems<^lves, and when our advaiu'c came up they wer(‘ tired 
on. 1 then dismounte<l three companies and move<l forward to find 
out their situation. We moved ui) in the brusli close to where they 
W(u*e when tliey tired on us; we retiirm^d the tire, they tell back a short 
distance, and we also tell back to load. Th(‘n I liad several other com¬ 
panies brought uj) and i)nt in position. We then movi^d uj) the second 
time, and th(^ enemy met us about the same place and l)oth i)arties 
tired about the same time. We rei)ulsed them again, and boys fell back 
a short distance again and reloaded again. 

During this action our horses stampeded, caused by tlieboys yelling 
and the roar of the guns. It took ns some little time before we could 
get ready again; then we moved up the third time and the enemy jnet 
us about the same plaee, but that time we routed them and they went 
in all directions through the woods and over fon(*cs, through the holds 
as hard as they could. Our loss was —1 killed, James F>. Ayres, of Cap¬ 
tain MeDoiiald’s company, at Stewartvsville; wounded, James Tucker, ol‘ 
Captain BrumtiekTs company, in the head, slight; John Acord, of 
Brown’s company, iiitheside; John Carter, of(’ai>taiuLeabo’s company, 
ill the thigh, and several others slightly. Th<‘ loss of the enemy, as far 
as could be ascertained, was 2 killed and 16 Avoiiuded. We captured S 
horses and some guns and revolvers. I then moved to Camden Point 
and eami^ed all night. The next morning (’(Joiiel Ford came iij) and 
took the trail of the guerrillas at Staner’s IMills, 1 (hi^n left the trail 
and moved ba<*k lo tlie Union Mills, and as Ave passed close to where 
we had the tight the day before we eaiffured, in eom])any Avith H. M. 
Uerman, a noted rebel spy, who was acting as his guide to the camp 
of the bushwha<*kers, and returned Avith my (‘ornmand, wlio Avere Avorn 
out by hard marches through the beat and dust Avhirii has com])cll(‘d 
me to return and r<^st. 

1 (*annot close without returning my sin(‘er(^ thanks to all of the ofti- 
(‘(ws and men that Avere under my (*ommand for the way they stood up 
l)oth in the fight and on the marcb; also to Colonel Smith and Judge 
Dodge and Lieut. 1. "N. Henry and Doctor CraAvlbrd, of Caldw(dl, and 
Col, W. S. BroAvn, Lieuts. H. M. Singleton and L. M. Martin, of Daviess, 
and Mr. Hubbard, of Clinton, for their valuable services rendered me 
both on the march a»nd in the skiiinisb. 

I am, general, v(U‘y respectfully, your most obinlieut servant, 

S. P. COX, 
Commanding Bcout, 

[General Fisk, 

Commandi'ng Pint rid of North Missouri,] 
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No. 10. 


Report of Oapt. Be^ijambi F. Pot\ Fighty-nbith Enrolled MisHOiiri 

Jlilitia. 


Judy 21,1864. 

About 9 a. m. Captain Turney and Firnt Lieut. George W. McCul¬ 
lough, with tv enty-six men, went out to reconuoiter and find the posi¬ 
tion of the enemy. About 10 a. m. the enemy appeared in force about 
600 yards east of the town, variously estimated fi’oin 125 to 400 strong. 
They sent in a flag of truce with a demand to surrender, of which the 
following is a coi)y: 


July 21, 1864. 

Commanding Officer at J'i.attsburg: 

I lierehy demand an immediate surieuder ot* the town. We are not Ibnsliwhackerb, 
l)ut Confederate soldiers. Your men will be treated as i)ri«oners of war. 

JOHN THKAILKILL, 
J/«^or, Commanding Confederate Forces. 


To which 1 replied in the following: 

PLATTbBURO. J til If SI, 186 i. 

Maj. John Thkailkill: 

Sir: We are not here for tlie piirpobe of biirrendeimg, l>iifc to delend the flag of 
our country. 

B. F . POE, 

('upiuin, Commanding Post. 


The messenger starte<l \^ith the reply and was fired upon. At the 
same time a fight occurred between Captain Turney and the enemy. 
A messenger at that instant (*ame in with word that Oai)taiu Tiu*ney 
was cut off, and for eveiy man to take (*are of himself. After examin¬ 
ing our ammunition it was found to be s(*arce, not sufiGicient to fight 
any length of time; whereupon I ordered a retreat, which had com¬ 
menced, wlnni Lieutenant McCullough came in with his force bearing the 
dea d body of Captain Turney. Lieutenant McCullough and myself then 
determined to hold the place with what soldiers we had left and the 
citizens. A second messenger was dispat(*hed to the enemy, but fired 
upon. Lieutenants Pierce and B. F. IVlcOullougb and most of the men 
had left when Turney’s men (*ame in. Our loss. Captain Turney killed 
and James Nixon wounded severely. The enemy had retreated in the 
direction of Haynesville. We do not know that we killed any of the 
enemy. 

B. F. POE, 

Captain, Commanding Post at Plaftshitrg. 

[General Fisk, 

Commanding District of Xorth Missouri.] 


No. IL 

Report of Capt. Edward P. EJmer^ Second Colorado Cavalry. 

Headquarters Station, 
Pleasant Sill, Mo., August 1, 1864. 

Captain: l have the honor herewith to transmit the following sup¬ 
plementary report of scouting and escort done by Comi)aiiy K, Second 
Colorado Cavahy stationed at Pleasant Hill, Mo., since July 10,1864: 

Sergeant Cotton and thirty-four men of Company K, Second Colo¬ 
rado Cavahy, left this station July 11 for Kansas City, with sixuuule. 
team, ten days’ rations, with detachments of C, F, and I of Second 
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Colorado Cavalry, under oonimaiid of Major Smith. Arrived at Kan¬ 
sas City July 12; distance, thirty-five miles. Left Kansas City on the 
13th in the steamer Emily. Arrived at Weston 12 m.; distance, forty- 
two miles. Lieutenant Parsons, of D Company, took command of the 
detachment; left same day. Arrived at Camden Point 4 i>. m.; dis¬ 
tance, twelve miles. Pound the enemy there; had a fight with them; 
killed several, and completely routed them. Lost 1 man killed., 1 
wounded. Pursued them about one mile with the command; then 
leaving it and pursuing the enemy about ten miles, went into cam]) for 
the night. Broke camp at daylight 14th. Arrived at Smithville; 
distance, four miles; fed. Left about 7 a. m,, returning back to Cam¬ 
den Point, scouting through the brush; distance, fifteen miles. From 
there went to Platte City; distance, ten miles. There joined the com¬ 
mand and remained there until the next morning. Broke camp the 
next morning at daylight, taking southerly direction. About 1}). ni. 
stopped and fed. Left the command there; went to Kansas City, 
escort for Colonel Ford; distance, thirty-five miles. Left Kansas City 
on the morning of the 16th. Arrived at Liberty about noon; distance, 
sixteen miles. Camped there until the next day. Left for Kansas City 
on the 17th with Colonel Ford; distance, sixteen miles. Left on the 
18th for Liberty; distance, sixteen miles. Left on the 22d with the 
whole command, taking a northerly direction, arriving at Union IMills; 
distance, thirty-six miles; fed; moved on al)out three miles; went into 
camp. Left 23d, taking a westerly course, meeting a <*omniand of 
Enrolled Missouri Militia. Passed Camden Point, taking a southeast¬ 
erly direction. Went into eami) about 5 p.m.; distance, fifty miles. 
Broke camp about daylight on 24th; ])assed through Smithviile in a 
southerly direction after traveling about thirty-five miles, there leaving 
the transportation and taking the cucmy^s trail. After tbllowing about 
twelve miles stopped and fed. A party of* men were out foraging, and 
they ran onto the enemy’s ])ickctvS. Fired on them and killed 1; the 
('ornmand then ])ursuing and overtaking them, (*()m])letely routed them, 
killing 2 of them; then went into (*amp about sundown; distance, fifteen 
miles. 251 h, broke camp about vsiuirise, taking a southerly du’cclioii, 
arriving at Liberty about 1 p. m. Camped there tor the night; dis¬ 
tance, twenty miles. 26th, broke cam]) at daylight. Arrived at Kansas 
City 6 a. m.; distance, sixteen miles. Left on the 27th for Pleasant 
Hill; distance, thirty-nve miles. 

July 21, Sergeant Wright and wsix men on ai scout to Sni Hills and 
vicinity* plenty of signs of bushwhackers. Returned on the 22d; 
distance traveled, forty miles. On the 27th Sergeant Weir and nine 
men went to Kansas City for commissary stores. Returned on 31st; 
distance, thirty-five miles. Whole distance about 495 miles. 

Tour most obedient servant, 

E. P. ELMER, 
Captain^ Commmding Station, 

Capt. J. H. Steo-eji, 

Assistant Adjutant-OeiieraL 


No. 12. 

Report of Lieut. Henry F. (ross^ Fighty-seventh Fnrolled Missouri Militia, 

Saint Joseph, July I86d. 

I have to report that on yesterday, in charge of a scouting party 
sent out by your orders, I proceeded to the neighborhood of Tuos, and 
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also near De Kalb, in Bucbanaii County. About one mile and a liaK 
from Taos and between tluit place and De Kalb, alon^^ the margin of a 
creek, in Murpliy’s pasture, we <liseovered eamp-lires and obtained in¬ 
formation from different reliable men in the neijifliborhood that there 
were not less than 300 rebels in the brush there. This camp is about fif¬ 
teen miles from Saint Joseph. We ca[)tured one ])risoner going toward 
said camp. He was armed anti had clothes packed in saddle-bags. 
We also captured one stud-horse belonging to a man formerly of Cap¬ 
tain KolandV company of Paw Paws, named Outs, and who wavS recently 
engaged in '^lionj iiig a German near Sparta. We took two U. S. mus¬ 
kets fr'om the houses of two men of Poland’s com])any, now in the 
brush. The bushwlnickers stmn to have possession of the lower part 
of this county and in Taos and along the main roa<ls every day. In 
going and retimning we traveled tliirty miles and reached this ])ost 
about 12 o’clock last night. The men in the <*ountry ai)pear to be nearly 
all gone. We only saw five or six on the whole 3‘oute. 

HENTEY F. GOSS, 

First Lieutenant Comi)any Commanding Scouts. 

Brigadier-General Fisk. 


JULY 8, 1864.—Skirmish near Richmond, Mo. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisl\ C. S. Armu. commanding District 

of Xorth Missouri. 

llEADQUARTERH DISTRICT OP NoRTH MISSOURI, 

Saint Joseph, J/o., July XO, isoL 

(\)L()NEL: 1 have the honor to report that Capt. D. P. Whitmer, 
coiimuinding company of Enrolled Missouri Militia, at Eichmoud, trans¬ 
mits to me an account of an affair between a imrtion of his company 
and the guerrillas, on the 8th instant. Lieutenant Page, of his com¬ 
pany, fell in with a party and immediately charged them Acith his whole 
command. They received a volley, which resulted in the death of* Lieu¬ 
tenant Page and the severe Avouiiding of Orderly Sergeant Good<' and 
two men, together with the death of five horses. Sergeant Goode, in 
s])ite of his Abounds, three in number, took con}maud of the i)lato<m 
after the death of Lieutenant Page, ami routed the enemy comidetely, 
scattering him and captiuing some of his liorses and some (equipments. 
It is not known how many of the enemy Avere killed. From the money 
and papers found in the clothing ca])tured, it is certain that thes(‘ meii 
are ff‘om Price’s army. Lieutenant Page Avas burited Avith military hon¬ 
ors at Eichmond on the Dth. Much credit is due to all ])arties avIIo par¬ 
ticipated in the affair. 

I haA^e the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your olxMlient 
servant, 

I^LTNTOK B. FISK, 

Brigadier-General of Voh., Comdg. Dist. of North Missouri. 

Col. O. D. Greene, 

Adjt. Gen.., Dept, of the Missouri., Saint Louis., Mo. 
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JULY 8-12, 1864.—Scout from Patterson to Buffalo Creek, in Eipley 

County, Mo. 

Report of Lieut. Warren €. IShattuclxj Third Missouri JStafe Militia Cav- 

airy. 

Patterson, Mo., July 1861. 

Sir: Iu obedience to orders I started from this i)ost on the 8th 
instant upon a scout to Buffalo Creek, Eipley County, \yith twenty-live 
men. We marched by way of Moss Ferry, on Black Eiver, and Yaii 
Buren, on Current Eiver, thence in the direction of Po(*ahontas, Ark., 
to the head of Big Baum Greek and down the same to Current Eiver; 
down Current Eiver to the mouth of Buffalo, and up the same ten 
miles to the house of one John Land, a noted guerrilla, who was found 
lurking iu the vicinity and was shot. We started from Land’s and 
came through the country, traveling by paths to IShelton’s Mills, on 
Current Eiver, and from there to Patterson. On Brush Creek, in 
Centre County, we (‘ame u])on two guerrillas, wlu) were shot while 
attempting to make their esca])e. We found no enemy in for(*e nor 
heard of none nearer than Ja(‘ksonport, exc<‘pt small ])arties of guer¬ 
rillas. All men subject to military duty are oi‘dered to report to the 
Southern army, and many ai‘C obeying the order. From the informa¬ 
tion I obtained the conscrij)ts are sent to Jacksonport, whence they 
are to return to Missouri as soon as tluy are armed and organized* 
Forage can be obtained at a few points on tlie route. Corn (‘rop looks 
line. Eesult of scout, 3 Jayhawkers shot, 3 horses and 0 head of beef- 
cattle brought in. 

I remain, major, your most obedient servant, 

W. 0. SllATTUCK, 

iSecond Lieutemnt Company J, Third Missouri IStaie Militia. 
Maj. James Wilson, 

Commanding Third Cavalry Missouri Hfatr Militia. 


JULY 9-13, 1864.—Operations in the vicinity of Wellington, Mo., with 
skirmishes at Warder’s Church (10th), and at Columbus, Johnson County 
(12th). 


RTGlPOTiTtf. • 

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown, (‘oimnanding Biatrici of Central JUiaaouri. 

No. 2.—Col. John F. Pliilipa, Sov<‘nih Miaaouri State Militia Cavalry. 

m. 1 . 

Report of Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown.^ JJ. Army^ commanding District 

of Central Missouri. 

Warrensburg, July 1864. 

I have the honor to report that a deta(‘hment of Major Hunts’ 
scouting party, commanded by Captain Ilenslec, killed 5 guer¬ 
rillas at a church near Wellington on Suiiday last, among them the 
notorious Wilhite, who has been engaged in robbing the mails and 
5 R R—yoL XLI, 1>T I 
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people ill La Fayette County. Wilhite led the party who attacked 
Judge Eyland and his sou and was repulsed a short time since, and is 
the man who wounded Captain Ewing, of the citizen guards. The 
X)arty of guerrillas were attending church and fired upon Captain 
Henslee’s advance guard from the windows, when a general cxcliange 
of shots [took place] in the midst of citizens, women, and children, and 
yet while Wilhite had twenty-eight balls tln-ough him and in him, and 
another guerrilla eighteen, no person but the guerrillas was hit by 
our men. We had 1 man wounded and 2 horses killed. The guer¬ 
rillas, people, and priest seemed to be worshiping together as inno¬ 
cent lambs. 

E. B. BEOWN^, 
Brigadier- General, 

Maj. O. D. Geeenb, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NTo. 2. 

Report of Col, John F. Philips^ Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 

Hdqes. Seventh Cavalry Missoxjki State Militia, 

Gamp Grover^ near Warrenshnrg^ Mo,^ July l-f 1864. 

Captain: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders 
received through sub-district headquarters, on the night of the 9th 
instant I sent Major Houts, of my command, with 150 men, northwest 
of this place, with instructions to scout the country thoroughly. They 
went twenty-five miles, and then turning north struck the Missouri 
Eiver at Wellington. In this march they discovered abundant signs 
of the presence of guerrillas. This country is a safe covert for these 
outlaws. It is a complete jungle and a perfect solitude, the adjacent 
country to the Sni affording forage and rations. Arriving at Welling¬ 
ton about 10 a. m. on Sunday morning, Major HoutS learned Item a 
reliable contraband that two guerrillas had been in this town tliat 
morning, and her opinion was they had gone to a chur(*h—^Warder’s 
Church—distant two miles, where a Hardshell was in the habit of 
ineaching to the “Brushers’^ the unsearchable riches of good whisky 
and guerrilla warfare. The major, with accustomed promptness, at 
once detached about fifty men, under command of the intrepid and 
cool-headed Captain Henslee, Company L, and sent him to this 
church. The force approached this church very stealthily. It is 
situated on a high eminence, a bluff overlooking the Sni River. 
The command had to reach this church by a narrow road, having to 
cross a bridge within twenty paces of the building and ascend a very 
abrupt bank. The captain took the precaution to send forward Ser¬ 
geant Brassfield with six men, with instructions to dash at all hazards 
oyer this bridge up the hill, and passing the church to occupy a powsi- 
tion beyond, with a view of intercepting ftigitives, and at the same time, 
by attracting the attention of the congregation, to make a diversion 
in favor of the main column. The guerrillas were then seven or eight 
in number, besides some outpost pickets on the Lexington road. The 
cry of Feds!” Feds I” thundered from the andience, and the worthy 
pastor, who was in the midst of a fervent supplication, found his flock 
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greatly demoralized, and concluded it wasn’t wortli while to i)ray any 
longer under the circumstances. The guerrillas were on the alert, some 
at their horses, some in the church, and one, who was to be married— 
X)erhaps that very day—to the pastor’s daughter, was standing at the 
window, making love to his inamorata. The guerrillas as quick as 
thought saw their peril, and with drawn revolvers they began earnest 
work, with a nerve and determination worthy of a better cause. The 
captain’s whole force Avas thrown into the work. The women and chil¬ 
dren screamed with terror, and, rushing wildly troin the church, exhib¬ 
ited a method in their madness by throwing themselves in front of the 
rebel outlaws. Captain H., whose presen(*e of mind is equaled only 
by his gallantry, rode out and commanded the women to “ squat,” 
They obeyed the vsummons, and the work of death went bravely on. 
Five bushwhackers were killed outright, the sixth mortally wounded, 
and one or two, despite all vigilance, made their escape amid the fimore 
and confusion. Wilhite and EwStes were numbered among the wslain. 
These were noted and desperate fellows, and their crimes are as bla(*k 
and infamous as they are numerous. Two of the enemy’s horses were 
killed and some wounded. Two horses and equipments were captured 
by us 5 five or six Colt navy revolv(n\s. One man. Corporal Cozad, 
Company L, was wounded in heel and left at Lexington. One horse 
and equipments lost, belonging to Private James J). Barnes, Com¬ 
pany D. 

Justice to merit requires me to mention the names of Privates 
John T. Anderson, Company L, and James O. Barnes, Company D. 
Anderson was one of the advance who passed by the church. He 
received three shots through his clothes, one knocking the skin off his 
nose and one striking the pistol in his hand. He rode right in the 
midst of the scoundrels, and with great coolness and precision shot 
right and loft, emptying twelve barrels and loading four more, all the 
while directing the movements of other soldiers around him. Anderson 
was badly wounded a year ago in a hand to hand fight with Living¬ 
ston, in Southwest Missouri. Barnes, discovering one of the bush¬ 
whackers making his escape, singled him out, charged on him, dis¬ 
charging his rifle flung it aside, and with drawn ])istol spurred forward, 
chasing for half a mile the rebel Avho was firing back at him; Barnes 
holding his fire until he drew up on his game, was just in the act of 
shooting at short range when his horse fell headlongj ])recii)itating the 
rider over his head with a tearful fall. The horse recovered and ran 
away after the guerrilla, carrying equipments, <&(*., all of whi<ih was the 
private proi)erty of the soldier, and is lovst. Barnes is a mere boy and 
quite small, but is as bold and dashing a trooper as ever looked an 
enemy in the face. 

From Wellington, Major Houts scoured the country to Lexington, 
from there to Columbus, Johnson County. Here he ran pnto six or 
seven guerrillas who fled at first fire, and being well mounted, and 
our horses greatly jaded, they outran us and es(‘aped. The command 
returned to camp yesterday, 13th instant. ISTumber of miles traveled, 
175. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JHO. F. PHILIPS, 

Colonel Se'venth Cavalry MlssovH JState Militia, 

Oapt. James H. Steger, 

Asst Adjt Gen,^ District of Central Missouri, 
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JULY 13, 1864.—Skirmish near Brownsville, Ark. 


Reports of Col, Oliver Wood^ Twenty-second Ohio Infantry, 


Brownsville, Jnly 13^ 186i — 9,30 p, m. 
The rebels, supposed to be 150 strong, attacked our pickets just now. 
We have drh'en them oft*. My force is so small that I do not like to 
ventiu‘e beyond oiu* defenses. This may only be the advance of a larger 
force. 

O. WOOD, 

Colonel. 


Oapt. 0. n. Dyer, 

Assistant Adjutant-OeneraL 


Brownsville, July 14 , 1864 — 5.45 p . m . 

I followed the rebel force that attacked me last night to near Snake 
Island, about fifteen miles from here, in a soiitheasterly direction, 
where they*divided in small squads and took different directions. I 
did not deem it advisable to pursue too far with the force under 
my command. I do not know what force the rebels belong to. One 
of my vedettes lost his horse, saddle, and bridle. We caiituved five 
guns fr'om them. The detachment of Tenth Illinois Oavaliy has just 
arrived. Captain Wilson will report his disaster to you. 

O. WOOD, 

Colonel. 

Oapt. C. H. Dyer, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JULY 13, 1864.—Reconnaissance from Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Report of Col. Rowell Clayton^ Fifth Kansas Cavalry. 

Pine Blupp, Ark., July 14,1864—9 a. m. 

I made a reconnaissance down the river yesterday with (>00 cavalry 
and 400 infantry, and five pieces of the Sigel artillery, atta(‘lied to 
the cavalry regiment. Went fifteen miles down the river, at w^hi(*li 
point I found Crawford’s brigade in line of battle in a very strong 
position. As my intention was simply to reconnoiter I did i\ot deem it 
advisable to attack him. I^ot knowing what re-entbreements he might 
have in his rear, and my right flank and rear b(ung very much exposed 
to a flank movement on his pai"t, I endeavored by concealing my main 
force and showing but a small party in his iroiit to draw him out of his 
position, and if i)ossible lead him on to my infantry, which was ])osted 
under cover about seven miles in our rear. Failing in this, I sent for 
my tiuin and had it loaded with forage during the night; returned 
early this morning. Fagan is at Douglass’ iilantatiou, about fifteen 
miles below where Crawford’s brigade was yesterday. It is going to 
be very difficult for us to forage much more down the river. The only 
place that will be left for us will be upon the opposite side. I sent a 
dispatch to General Steele in reference to the expiration of the term of 
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service of tliree companies of the Filth Kansas Cavaliy. I have re¬ 
ceived no answer. Their terms have expired. There is no mnstering 
officer here. What shall be done with them? Please have the general 
direct what field officers shall be mustered out with them. 

POWELL CLAYTOK, 

Colo n el^ Co mm and mg. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Green, 

Assistani Adjnfant-General^ Department of Arlcanma. 

(Same to Oapt. C. H. Dyer, assistant adjutant-general, Distri(‘t of 
Little Eock.) 


JULY 13-16, 1864.—^Expedition from Helena, Ark., to Buck Island, in the 

Mississippi Biver. 

R.KlI>ORTS. 

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Napoleon B. Biifoid, IT. S. Army, ( ommanding District of Eastern 
Arkansas. 

No. 2.—Capt. Rudolph Soltooiieiuann, Sixtli Minnesota Infantiy. 

Ko. 1. 


Report of Brig, Gen, Napoleon B, Buford^ TJ. K Armg^ commanding 
Di,strict of Eastern Arhinsas. 


Headquarters District op Eastern Arkansas, 

Helena^ AWf., July 16,1864, 

Dear Sir: I learned that the enemy had crossed arms into Arkan¬ 
sas at Buck Island. L sent a cavalry force to reconnoiter who have 
returned. They report 1,500 rifles and a large quantity of cartridges 
have been crossed and received by Shelby’s men. 

On the 14th artillery firing was hoard tor three hours on White Eiver. 
I expect the river is, or soon will be, blockaded. 

On the 8th instant I wrote the inclovsed letter, not knowing t<^ whom 
I could sately send it. You know the restrictions on military corre¬ 
spondence. i finally sent one co])y to General Canl)y and one to General 
Hitchcock, who is my warm iiersonal fiiend, and who is in the Secre¬ 
tary ofWar’s office. Please take two minutes to tell me what you think 
of it. 


Yoiu* friend, 


N. B. lUJFOED. 


Major-General Washburn, 

Commanding District of West Tennessee, 


1 IlK losill <*. I 

Headquabtebs Disteiot <)E Ea^teen Aekansas, 

Helena, Ark., July 8,1864. 

Why do we continue to occupy the interior of Arkausasi What good 
has arisen from the occupation? Have the nieeting of the convention 
and the Legislature at Little Eock restored the State to the Union? 
What harm has resulted? Has not the cost of maintaining the anny in 
the interior been vastly beyond what it would have been on the banks 
of the Mississippi Eiver? Have we not lost two gnu-boats and several 
transports on the Arkansas Eiver and one gun-boat on White Eiver? 
Have we not lost three regiments, 700 wagons, 4,000 mules, 2,000 cav- 
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airy horses, C i)ieces of artillery, and 1,000,000 cartridges in tlie inte¬ 
rior ? Have we not established trade stores in the interior by which the 
enemy has been supplied with a vast amount of goods, thiis affording 
opportunities for corrupt traders to supply the enemy with the means 
of carrying on the wav'? Would not the maintenance of four fortified 
positions on the river and a strict blockade, preventing the enemy from 
getting supphes, have accomplished greater results with about one- 
foui‘th the expenditure of men and means? I suggest the following 
disposition of troops in Arkansas: 

First. A post should be fortified opposite Memphis io maintain 
dominion over the country and i)revent the corrupt traders of Memphis 
from introducing a dollar’s worth of merchandise into the interior. 
Second. Make Helena, which is partially fortified, the chief post and 
remove the seat of government to it, and dilve out every secession sym¬ 
pathizer fr‘om thetilangle formed by the Mississippi and White Eivers, 
and a line drawn fr*om Devall’s Bluff* to Memphis,* inaugurate the civil 
government under the new constitution and laws and extend the area 
as fast as possible. Thii*d. A post should be fortified on the large island 
between the mouths of White and Arkansas Eivers. It would require 
but a small garrison if supported by two gun-boats to watch the enemy’s 
attempts to cross either river. Two thousand fi‘eedmen could be 
employed on this island and be made self-supporting in cutting wood 
for steam-boats. Fourth. 1 would recommend that the fourth post be 
established near Columbia or Lakeport or in that vicinity, which would 
communicate as dhectly with Camden and Shreveport as Little Eock 
does with those places. Two of the islands, 63 and 66, in the river, are 
safely garrisoned by single companies of troops and afford prote(*ti()u 
for the wood-choppers, most of whom are freedmen. Other islands 
might be occupied in the same way. 

Would not the navigation of the Mississippi Eiver be much less liable 
to interruption by this distribution of the forces than by placing them 
in the interior? Has the possession of Little Eock prevented in the 
least degree the organization of the army of the rebels in the State? 
Would not the withdi*awal of the troops from the interior to the banks 
of the Mississippi enable the fortified places to communicate with eacdi 
other every twenty-fom* hours, and thus make the dominion of the river 
complete? 

The season is approaching when the Arkansas and White Eivers 
become unnavigable. The maintenance of the overland communication 
from Helena to Little Eock requires the crossing of Big Creek, White, 
and Arkansas, and innumerable small streams and cyi)ress swamps. 


hTo. 2. 

Report of Capt Rudolph Fiehoenemcmn^ Sixth 3finnesota Infanlrij. 

Gamp Buford, Near Helena, Arh., July 16,1861. 

General: Having received verbal orders from you to ])rocui‘e all 
the information practicable concerning certain Confederate forces al¬ 
leged have crossed the Mississipin Eiver at or near Buck Island, 1 
left this town on the evening of the 13th instant, on the steamer Dove, 
accompanying a force composed of Comiianies E and F, of the Sixth 
Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, and-of the Fifteenth Illinois Oav- 
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airy. Of tlie proceedings of the eY])edition whilst under niy command I 
have herewith the honor to make the following report: 

Early in the morning of the 14th the cavahy disembarked at Doctor 
Peterson^s place on this side of the river and I assumed command of the 
remaining force and continued up the river as far as Buck Island. The 
island was examined and also both banks of the river in its neighbor¬ 
hood and immediately below. I was informed by residents on the Ten¬ 
nessee shore that twelve wagon-loads of arms and ammunition were fer¬ 
ried across the river to the opposite shore, from Wednesday morning to 
Saturday night of the preceding week, and that said train was protected 
by about seventy cavahy, under command of Captain Graham. On the 
west bank additional information was received that there was a force 
on that side amounting to 500 to 1,000 men, as variously estimated by 
the inhabitants spoken with by me, under command of Colonel McGill, 
to supply which for(‘e the ammunitioiMvas taken over. They said that 
the stores were ferried over in small boats, subsequently destroyed by a 
gun-boat from Meinphis, and that, in order to keep the crossing as 
secret as possible, the rebels had strict orders not to fire upon any of 
the steam-boats passing up and down the river. I found on the Arkan¬ 
sas side some empty ammunition-boxes (of XT. S. manufacture), which 
from the marks had contained No. .58 elongated and No. .09 round ball 
cartridges. Also, below Buck Island, on the eastern shore, in search¬ 
ing for arms I found an old rifie and ammunition bag with 0. S. belt, 
and a butcher knife, in possession of a man named Bennett, all of which 
articles were delivered to your office. 

I remain, general, very resxiectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. SCHOENBMANN, 

Company jE7, fSixth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, 
Brig. Gen. N. B. Buford, 

Gomdg, District of Eastern Arlxaiisas^ Helena, ArJc, 


JULY 14, 1864.—Skirmish near Bloomfield, Mo. 

Report of Lmit, Col. John T. Burris, Tenth Kansas Infantry. 

Cape Girardeau, J%ily 15 , 186L 

Skirmishing occurred yesterday evening near Bloomfield between 
a detacdiment of Se(*<)nd Cavalry Missouri State Militia and of the En¬ 
rolled Militia on one side and a band of bushwhackers on the other. 
One man of the Enrolled Militia was killed, and 1 of the Second Cav¬ 
ahy Missouri State Militia slightly wounded. Th(y wounded 1 mor¬ 
tally, and slightly wounded 2 others, and captured 3 sxfiendid horses 
and horse equipments. 

JOHN T. BUEEIS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel. 

Brig. Gen. Thomas EwiNa. 


JULY 16, 1864.—Affair at Lindley, Grundy County, Mo, 

Report of Maj. Rezin A. De Bolt. 

Trenton, Mo., July 18,1864. 

Dear Sir : On the morning of the 15th instant a party of bushwhack¬ 
ers, numbering twenty-seven, came into the little town of Lindley, in ' 
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this couutyj and robbed the citizens of money, horses, guns, and pistols. 
They were pui’sued by Oapt. E. L. Winters with what men he could 
hastily collect, and overtaken some eight miles from the pla(‘e robbed. 
A frght ensued, in which 5 of Captain Winters’ men vere wounded. 
The bushwhac^kers again tied. The captain overhauled them again in 
the afternoon and fought them, in which he had 1 man killed and 1 
mortally wounded. The bushwhackers were all well armed, with from 
two to four revolvers and one and two shotguns each. Our men were 
but poorly armed and were scarce of ammunition. How long, oh, how 
long must we sutler witli these fiends in human shape? If the loyal 
Enrolled Missouri Militia were armed they would soon stop this bush¬ 
whacking. Why this is not done I cannot imagine. We need help, 
and we look to those in power to furnish it, and if aid is not frirnished 
soon I fear the loyal men will take the matter in their ov n hands. Then, 
I fear, they would violate the orders of Piovost-Marslial Mcllwrath, 
who, I fear, is not thoroughly loyal to the core^ at least, he acts very- 
favorable to rebels, as I am informed. 

Hoping that aid to loyal men will soon be turnished, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. A. DE BOLT, 

Chairman of County Com, of ISafety for Grundy County,, Mo, 
Brig. Cen. 0. B. Fisk, 

Saint Joseph^ Mo, 


JULY 17-18, 1864,—^Expedition from Baton Rouge to Davison’s Ford, near 

Clinton, La. 

Report of Col, John G. Fonda^ One hundred and eighteenth Illinois 
Infantry,, commanding Second Brigade^ Cavalry Division^ Nineteenth 
Army Corps, 

Headquarters Second Brigade, Cavalry Division, 

Baton Botige, July 10^ 186i, 

Captain: I have the honor to re])oit that on the afternoon of the 
17th instant 1 left camp with 400 men and proceeded -toward the Oomite 
River by the Green well Springs road. I crossed the Comite at Roberts’ 
Ford. At about one mile beyond the ford my advance met a wagon 
loaded with cotton and guarded by a rebel soldier, who was shot in 
attempting to es(*ape. The cotton was sent to cam]). I moved on fr'cm 
this place to Burlington on the x\mite River, where a party that I had 
sent to a ferry captured 4 men who Avere floating cotton down the river. 
From here I continued on in tlie direction of Clinton to near Davison’s 
Ford. In order to deceive the inhabitants with regard to my move¬ 
ments, I turned back fi*om this point and camped at Burlington. At 
daylight I sent a force of about seventy men to Davison’s Ford, and 
two hom\s after I put another party over the river at Burlington to 
co-operate with the first party, Avhich had orders to come doAvn on the 
east side of the river. At 11.30 a. m. both parties returned to Burling¬ 
ton. They had encountered a small rebel force and killed 1 and cap¬ 
tured 5, As soon as this party could be ferried across the river I 
started for camp, where 1 arrived at 5.30 p. m. yesterday. On my way 
in I learned that a quantity of cotton was deposited at the house of 
one Graham, and that it was a part of the same lot which I found the 
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night before guarded by a rebel soldier. I brought five bales of it in, 
which, with eight bales sent in before, has been tui‘ned over to the post 
quartermaster. The parties taken with the cotton at Burlington 
proved to be persons who had taken the oath of allegiance to the 
United States, and by direction of the x>rovost-marshal were set at 
liberty and their cotton restored to them. Two rebels have been killed, 
7 prisoners and 10 horses captured. Two of my men were wounded. 
With much respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHhT G. FONDA, 
Colonel^ Commanding Brigade, 

Oapt. Georoe W. Stein, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 

ADDENDA. 

Hdqrs. U. S. Forces, District of Baton Rouge, 

Baton Rouge^ La.^ Atigust d, 1864, 

Oapt. J. Schuyler Crosby, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

I am in receipt of your communication in relation to the cotton cap¬ 
tured by Colonel Fonda, and in reply would most resi)ectfiilly state that 
Colonel Fonda turned over the cotton referred to in his report to Capt. 
B. F. Porter, post assistant quartermaster, subject to my orders 5 since 
then I have ordered the cotton to be turned over to Mr. Hyde, treasury 
agent. The provost-marshal had never anything to do with it, one 
way or the other. 

I am, sir, very resiiectfiilly, your most obedient servant, 

W. P. BENTON, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


JULY 17-28, 1864.—Scout on the South Platte River, Colo. Ter. 

Report of Capt, George L, Sanhorn^ First Colorado Cavalry, 

Camp Sanborn, Colo. Ter., July ^8,1864, 
Sir: I have the honor herewith to send you a report of the move¬ 
ments of my command during the past twelve days: 

On the 17th of this month some Indians attempted to steal some 
horses from emigrants who were camped near this place. 1 immedi¬ 
ately detailed twenty men to go in pursuit of them. When about ready 
to start a messenger arrived from Bijou Rauch with the intelligence 
that Indians were committing depredations at that place. Ordered 
Lieutenant Chase to take twenty men and go to that place, find their 
trail, and follow them, I took the first detail out myself, and although 
we traveled very fast, could not succeed in overtaking them. Returned 
to Camp Robbins, and next day, taking four days’ rations, I started 
with forty men for headwaters of Bijou and Beaver Creeks, with the 
intention of intercepting the Indians on their way to Republican, but 
failed to find any, so went down Beaver Creek to Platte, and thence to 
Junction Ranch, where I found Lieutenant Chase with his command. 
In the meantime. Lieutenant Chase, with his command of twenty men, 
proceeded to Bijou Ranch, where he found that 2 men had been killed 
and 1 wounded and considerable stock stolen. From there he went to 



74 


LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


[Chap. LHI. 


Junction Station, Avhero Le ibiind tliat all of the stage company’s stock, 
together with G head of emigrants’ stock, had been stolen. From there 
he went to *runction Ranch, where he found that the Indians had stolen 
all of Mr. Reynolds’ stock, amounting to 50 or 60 head. From there to 
Murray’s, where all of the stock, cattle, and horses, had been driven off. 
He reached MuiTay’s at daybreak on the morning of the 18th, From 
there he went into the bluffs, Ibund the trail, followed it, OA^ertook the 
Indians camped on Beaver Creek, about twenty-five miles from Murray’s, 
at 10 a. m. July 18. He recovered the stock—125 head. There were 
but five Indians Avith the stock, and of these he succeeded in wounding 
2 5 but owing to the fact that the horses were nearly tired out with the 
Xirevious sixteen hours’ hard traveling, he was unable to overtake them, 
they being mounted on good horses. He returned to Junction Ranch, 
where I found him. From that x)lace I staited Avith forty men and 
scouted through the country south of Platte and east of Beaver Creek, 
but failed to find Indians, dumber of Indians, as estimated by Lieu¬ 
tenant Chase and Mr. Granville Ashcraft (the guide), 150; number of 
emigrants killed, 5; wounded, 1. Finding that the Indians had left 
the river I returned to this camx). 

I am, sir, Avith much respect, Amur obedient servant, 

GEO. L. SAR-BORN, 
Captain^ First Cavalry of Colorado, 

Col. J. M. OlIIVINUTON. 


JULY 18-21, 1864.—Scout in Shannon County, Mo. 

Report of Capt. Levi F, WJiyharJc^ Fifth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 

Hdqrs. Detach. Fifth Cav. Missouri State Militia, 

Salevi, Mo,^ July 22, J864. 

Sir : I just returned from down in Shannon County. I started Mon¬ 
day night with sixty men to capture some bushwhackers reported to be 
on Rock Creek, about sixty-five miles frmrn Salem, or at Avhat is known 
as the Hay Hollow, in the southeast corner of Shannon County, where 
they were herding their stolen horses. I traveled all night Monday 
night. Tuesday 1 got to the place about 2 o’clock, but they had left a 
few days iire\uous with their stock. They left some eight young horses 
which they could not get off with, which we brought in*. They were 
stolen from Union men in this county, which I gave to them. 1 then 
camped and scouted around there until morning. Found no rebels, but 
plenty of signs. Wednesday morning I divided my men in threesqnads; 
sent one squad up Jack’s Fork and Current and Gladden Valley, under 
Sergeant Neff; one squad uxi Current to the mouth of Big Sinking, then 
ui) it to the head, under Lieutenant Ringer. I and Lieutenant Fisher 
took the other squad, coming ui) Brushy Creek and then Big Cre(‘k to 
the head. I camped Wednesday night on head of Big Creek. Tiiere 
I heard fburteen rebels had passed up the evening before. We camped 
in a meadow. About 1 o’clock some dozen or so came on us. Would 
not make themselves known. We fii*ed a few rounds into them and 
they scattered in every direction, leaving four horses and eciuipments, 
and their arms. The brush was so thick and it dark Ave did not kill any. 
Next morning, Thursday, I followed on the divide in the smitheast 
corner of Dent County, some twenty-five miles fr^om Salem. "There I 
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came across some twenty of tlie Third Missouri State Militia ii‘om Cen- 
treville. They were dressed every way; some with citizen hats and in 
their shirt-sleeves. I took them to he bushwhackers; did not lire on 
them. They discovered ns and halted. We called on them. They soon 
saw we were Federals, as we were all in full uniform. I formed within 
thirty yards of them before they discovered me. I halted and made one 
advance; found they were all right. They were under command of a 
lieutenant^ and had sent ten men on Big Creek and they were the ones 
we fired on. I turned over the horses and equipments to him, as tliey 
were his company. So it all was a mistake, but was in the fault of the 
commander of the squad, as they could know who we were. The best 
and reliable information of Freeman is he was on Ash Flat himself. 
One hundred of his men were on the Warm Fork of Spring Eiver; the 
rest of his command on the Korth Fork of White River. Shelby is 
with Marmaduke. Freeman’s is the only force I could hear of, and Mc¬ 
Cray was some place close to Batesville, and had some men on Seven 
Point conscripting. There is no large force near the line that I could 
hear of, though the women told us Shelby was in that county with 
10,000 men, in order to get us away, but all stufi*. Plenty bushwhack¬ 
ers on Jack’s Fork. Tlie citizens that live there say there are more 
in that county now than has been since the war. Fine crops of corn 
on Current River and Ja<*k’s Fork. Most of the men have been at 
home and made then crops and now all gone oft* with Freeman. I will 
endeavor to keep you posted in regard to any rebel force. 

Respectfully, 

L. E. WHYBARK, 
Captain^ Commanding Detachment, 

Colonel SiGEL. 


JULY 18-23, 1864.—Operations in Southwest Missouri, with skirmishes 
near Maysville, Ark. (20th), and near Carthage, Mo. (21st). 

No. 1.—Brig, Gen. John 15. Saiilborn, U, S. Army, commanding District of Southwest 
Missouri. 

No. 2.—Col. John D. Allen, Seventh Provisional Regiment EnroUed Missouri Militia. 
No. 3.—Capt, James L. I^owell, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 

1 . 

Report of Brig, Gen. John B. Sanborn^ U. S. Army^ commanding Dis¬ 
trict of Southioest Missouri. 

Springfield, Mo., J^lly J 29 , 1864 . 

A portion of Captain Turner’s company, stationed at Ilartsville, 
attacked twenty-five busliwhackers going north last week and killed 
C of them and (*aptured all of their horse equipments. Captain 
Sallee’s company in Douglass attacked a band of about thirty the first 
of the week and killed 14 of them and captured some horses. Captain 
Rohrerkilled4 bushwhackers on Cane Creek the first of the week, and 
the troops at Neosho and Carthage have killed 4 during the week. 
Colonel Pickier and 6 of his men were killed by a detachment of the 
First Arkansas in Benton County last week. Brown’s forces and Pick- 
ler’s then moved north to Baxter Springs, and about sixty of their men 
came into the vicinity ol* Carthage and attacked about nineteen of the 
Enrolled Missomi Militia while herding then horses, and the militia 
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being surprivsed lost G men killed and 11 were taken prisoners, and after¬ 
ward released. Ever^^dibiug is quiet except these incui‘sions on the 
extreme borders of tlie district. Shelby’s headquarters were below 
Jacksonport five days ago. 

JOHl^ B. SAN^BOENT, 

Briga dier-Gen era 7, Comm a nding . 

Maj. O. D. Greene, 

Assist an t Adj utan t- General, 

ADDENDA 

Itinerary of the District of Sontlncest Misso^iri^ commanded hy Brig, 
Gen, John B, t^anhorn^ U, 8, Army,"^ 

Capt. James L. Powell, Second Arkansas Cavahy, commanding 
detachment of twenty-five men same regiment, made a scout in the 
direction of Maysville, Ark. •, came in contact with a small band of 
guerrillas; killed 2 and wounded 1 of them; casualties to the detach¬ 
ment, 1 man missing; returned 23d instant. 

July 21. —One officer and 5 men ofEm*olled Missouri Militia killed in 
a skirmish with guerrillas near Carthage, Mo. Numbers of bush¬ 
whackers have been killed by the Seventh Provisional Enrolled Mis- 
souii Militia during the month. Companies B, C, D, and H, Seventh 
Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, mustered into the United States 
service for twenty months, as per Special Orders, No. IGG, current series. 
Department of the Missouri. These companies muster ffiom 82 to 100 
men each. The distiict has been remarkably quiet during the month, 
except the eastern and western portions, which have been disturbed to 
some extent by bands of gueirillas. The duty of the troops has been 
escorting trains, and scouting and garrisoning the several posts and 
stations. 


No. 2. 

Beport of Col. John D, Allen^ Seventh Provisional Regiment Bnrolled 

Missouri MilitlQ., 

Hdqrs. Tth Prov. Eeot. Enrolled Missouri Militia, 

Mount Yernon^ Aio., July 186L 
Lieutenant : From information received from below, which 1 think 
reliable, there are about 400 rebels at Baxter Springs. There were 
about 125^ under command of Captain Eusk, attacked Lieutenant Henry 
Jof Captain Stevenson’s company of mihtia) with twenty-five men with¬ 
in 300 yards of Carthage while ho was out grazing his stock. They 
killed Lieutenant Heniy with 8 of his men on the ground and several 
others are missing, no doubt killed. The rebels were too strong for the 
company at Carthage, and they did not come out of the fort. I imme¬ 
diately sent thii‘ty men from Cave Spring to re-enforce Carthage, and on 
yesterday morning sent Captain Eoberts with twenty men to Cave 
Spring, and to scout the country; thei‘e is a force of rebels in that 
country, no doubt. I have not men enough to send out against any¬ 
thing of a large force and hold the posts. Captain Sutherland will get 
to Carthage about to-morrow evening; that will relieve the post con¬ 
siderably. If 1 had men enough I would take a scout in the vicinity of 
Baxter Springs. There should be a scout of about 200 or 300 men sent 
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ill there to be of any effect. The rebels have no doubt concentrated at 
Baxter Springs. I would be glad if you would send me about 200 men 
immediately, and, with what men I can get, will clean out that country. 
Very resi)eetfiilly, your obedient servant, 

JOHiT D. ALLEK, 
Colonel^ Gommandwg, 

Lieut. W. 1). Hubbard. 


ISTo. 3. 

Eeport of C(q)f. Jamen L. Eo%veU^ Second Arlxmisan Cavalry {Union), 

Camp Phelps, 

JS^ear GassviUe^ 1/e., Jtily 1864. 
Colonel : In obedience to Special Orders, l^o. 30, dated headquarters 
Post Oassville, July 18, 1864, in charge of a detachment of twenty-five 
men of the Second Arkansas Cavalry as escort to Lieutenant Burns, 
First Arkansas Infantry, I proceeded to Fayetteville, Ark., being re-en¬ 
forced by a detachment of eighteen men of the First Arkansas Cavalry. 

1 left; Fayetteville on the 20th instant and mar(*hed twenty-two miles 
in the direction of Maysville, Ark,, via Brown’s Mills, thence east nine 
miles, where I encountered about nine rebels, whom I dispersed, killing 

2 and wounding 1, who made his escape. I then halted and fed with 
the intention of giving my horses and men some rest. But at about 9 
o’clock I learned that a large for(*e of rebels were advancing upon my 
camp with the intention of surx)rising me. Satisfied that their force 
was largely superior to mine, 1 did not deem it prudent to wait there 
until daylight. I a(*cordingly cautiously withdrew my men and re¬ 
tired, reaching Cassville, Mo., July 22,1864, without loss or injury to 
my command, ex(*ei)t one man missing, whom I suspect wcml to the 
enemy. 

I have the honor to be, (*olonel, respec^tfully, your o])edient servant, 

JAMES L. POWELL, 

Captain Conipany jP, Second Arkansas Cavalry, 
Lieut. Col. nuoH Cameron, 

Commanding Post of CassviUe, 


JULY 18-AUGUST 6, 1864.—Operations in Southeast Missouri and North¬ 
eastern Arkansas, with skirmishes at Scatterville, Ark. (July 28), at Osceola, 
Ark. (August 2), and at Elk Chute, Mo. (August 4). 

priro. 

No. 1.—Itinerary of the District of Saint Louis, oominantlod by Brig. Gen. Thomas 
. Ewing, jr., U. S. Army. 

No. 2.—Lieut, Col. John T. BniTis, Tenth Kansas Infantry. 

No. 1. 

Itinerary of the District of Saint Louis^ commanded by Brig, Oen. Thomas 
B%ving,jr,j U. S. Army.^ 

Lieut. Col. J. T. Burris, Tenth Kansas Volunteers, in command of 
about 600 troops, returned on the 7th instant from an expedition down 
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into ArkaiisavS, having been out seventeen days; had a brisk fight at 
Osceola^ Ark,, with Bowen’s and McYeigh’s companies, of Shelby’s 
command, capturing their camps; killed 7; took 25 prisoners (Confed¬ 
erates), including Captain Bowen. 

August 4. —Fought the Second Missouri Confederate Cavahy under 
Conyers and Gutluie, also Darnelle’s guerrillas, all under the rebel Col¬ 
onel Oowen, routing them completely, killing and mortally wounding 
about 30; slightly wounding between 30 and 40, and took 28 prisoners. 
Our loss, Captain Francis, Third Missouri State Militia Cavaliy, killed, 
and 2 slightly wounded. Besult of the expedition: 50 killed, including 
1 captain, 3 lieutenants; wounded, 40; took 57 prisoners, 2 captains, 
200 stand of small-arms, and 200 horses and mules. 


NTo. 2. 

Reports of Lieut, Col, John T. Burris, Tenth Kansas Infantry, 

Headquarters Second Sub-District, 

In the Field, Madrid, Mo,, July 21,18GL 
Sir : I have the honor to report that the north half of this county 
and south half of Mississippi County have been very thoroughly 
scouted during the last week by parties from this post, commanded 
respectively by Captains Preuitt, Edwards, and Vincent, and Lieuten¬ 
ants Burnett, Ralph, and Hodges. Ho considerable force of guerrillas 
have been found or heard of in this region, but several small parties 
whose iirincipal business seemed to be stealing horses and secreting 
them in the swamps and herding them in the caneries preparatory to 
their transfer to the rebels soutWest have been surprised and routed 
and theii’ horses captured. The scouting party under Captain Edwards, 
which left here on the night of the"18th instant, returned last evcming, 
having killed 2 bushwhackers near James’ Bayou, in Mississippi County, 
and captured and brought in a lot of horses which they were herding 
in the canebrake of that vicinity. The party under Lieutenant Burnett 
were kindly furnished transportation on board the gun-boat Huntress, 
Ho. 58, by its gentlemanly and patriotic commander. Captain Dennis. 
Lieutenant Biumett lauded with his detachment on Island Ho. 8 on the 
18th instant, and moved down the island on foot. He came upon a 
herd of horses, most of which had been stolen or forcibly taken by 
guerrillas on this side, and swam across onto the island, wheie three 
members of the bushwha<*king fraternity were guarding them. The 
bushwhackers escaped, but 18 horses were captm*ed. In the evening 
the detachment with the horses captured re-embarked on board the 
gun-boat near the foot of the island and arrived here the same night. 
The aggregate result of the several movements is 2 bushwhackers 
killed and 42 horses and mules captured and tuimed over to the quarter¬ 
master here. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHH T. BURRIS, 

Lieutenant-Golonel, Commanding Suh-Bistrict. 

Brig. Gen. Thomas Ewinu, Jr., 

Commanding Saint Louis Bistrict, Saint Louis, Mo, 
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]New Madrid, Mo., Augunt 7, 18GL 
Have been out seventeen days with a battalion of the Second Cav¬ 
alry Missouri State Militia, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hiller 5 detach¬ 
ments of the Second and Third, under Major Wilson, and of the 
Fii'St and Sixth Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, under Captain Preuitt. 
Have skirmished with guerrillas and bushwhackers in Mississippi, 
Stoddard, Kew Madrid, Pemiscot, and Dunklin Counties, Mo., and 
Greene and Mississii)pi Counties, Ark., killing considerable numbers of 
them. Had quite a brisk running fight at Osceola, Ark., on the 2d 
instant, with Bowen’s and IMcYeigh’s com])anies, of Shelby’s command. 
We captured their camp, killed 7, and took 25 prisoners, including Cap¬ 
tain Bowen, their commander. On the 4th, at Elk Chute, we fought the 
Second Missouii (rebel) Cavalry and Conyers’, Guthrie’s, and Danielle’s 
bands of guerrillas, all under command ot Colonel Cowen. We routed 
them completely, killed and mortally wounded about 30, slightly 
wounded (who escaped in the swamps as I am informed by prisoners 
subsequently cai)tured) between 30 and 40, and took 28 prisoners. We 
lost Captain Francis, Third Cavalry Missouri State Militia, mortally 
wounded, and 2 others slightly wounded. We have killed in all fall 50 
rebel soldiers and bushwhackers, including 1 captain, 3 lieutenants; 
wounded between 30 and 40 that we know ol‘, and took prisoners 57, 
including 2 captains. We also captured full 200 stand of arms and 
over 200 horses and mules. 

JOHN T. BUBBIS, 

Llevienant-OoJonelj Commanding Expedition, 
Brigadier-General Ewtnck 


Hdqrs. Second Sub-District, Saint Louis District, 

Cape Girardeau,, Mo,, Angmt 8,1864, 
Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 21st of July I moved 
from Kew Madrid, Mo., with a battalion of the Second Chivalry Mis- 
soiu?i State Militia, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hiller, and a detachment 
of the First Cavalry Missouri Yolunfr^ers, commanded by Captain 
Preuitt. From the 21st to the 26th we were engaged in scouting the 
counties of Kew Madrid, Mississi])pi, and Stoddard. We routed sev¬ 
eral parties of bushwha(*kcrs duiing the time, kilh^d 4 of their number, 
burned a distillery and a grocery at which they were accustomed to 
meet, and captured some arms and horses. B(n‘ng joined at Bloomfield 
by Major Wilson, with a battalion oi* the Third Cavalry Missouri 
State Militia, and a squadron of the Sixth ('Cavalry Missouri Yolun- 
teers, we moved on different roads, in a southwesterly dire(*tion; crossed 
the Saint Francis Eiver just below Chalk Bliiff‘, and arrived atScatter- 
ville. Ark., on the evening of the 28th. There we routed a rebel recruit¬ 
ing party, under Colonel Clark, and had a. skirmish with Bolin’s guer¬ 
rillas. We killed 1 rebel lieutenant, took Captain Lineback prisoner, 
captured some arms and horses, and burned the houses, under cover 
of which the guerrillas had fired on my command. No casualties on 
oiu‘ side, except the wounding of B. T* Jenkins, chief scout. On the 
29th we moved to Brown’s Ferry. On the 30th marched south tlirough 
Clarkson and Kennett, On the 31st passed through Hornersville. On 
the 1st of August we marched through the swami)S and along Big 
Lake, in a southerly direction. During the day we surprised a party 
of bushwhackers and thieves; captured some arms; recaptured some 
negroes and horses previously stolon by these marauders, and burned 
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five of tlieir liouses. On the 2 d we marched through an almost contin¬ 
uous swamp for aboat twenty miles 5 struck the settlement near Osce¬ 
ola, Ark., late in the afternoon; soon after came upon a rebel picket, 
who, after firing', retreated. My advance, under command of Captain 
Preuitt, pursued, the whole command following up closely until we 
came upon a main rebel force of that vicinity, under Captains Bowen 
and McVeigh, when a general charge was made. The rebels fied. A 
running fight ensued, which was kept up for several miles until the 
enemy’s forces were scattered in every direction. We killed 7, includ¬ 
ing a lieutenant, and took 25 prisoners, including Captain Bowen. 
We also captured a considerable number of arms and horses, Nfo cas¬ 
ualty on our side. August 3, marched north to the Chicasawba Set¬ 
tlement, crossed Pemiscot Bayou, and encamped in Cowskin Settlement. 
During the afternoon a scouting party, under Captain Edwards, sur¬ 
prised a party of the enemy and killed 2 of them, capturing their arms 
and horses. The same evening a foraging party killed 1 of Conyers’ 
bushwhackers. August 4, marched at daylight. Soon came upon a 
rebel picket commanded by Lieutenant Hedges. The rebels fled, and 
were pursued by Lieutenant Hiller, commanding my advan(*e guard, 
and Sergeant Wright’s party of scouts. After a chase of two miles, 
Hedges was overtaken and killed. His men escaped. We imrsued 
the enemy six miles across Dogskin Swamp, when wo found him in line 
of battle in a dense forest, two miles south of Elk Clmte, in Pemiscot 
County, Mo. I immediately formed my battalions in line and attacked 
him. Our fii'st volley ])artially broke the rebel line, when I ordered a 
charge, which was made with spirit. The whole rebel force fell back 
in confosion. A running fight was kept up for two miles, through the 
swamp, among the trees, and over logs. The enemy several times suc¬ 
ceeded in partially reforming their lines, but each time only to be 
driven back in greater conftisiou. The last effort of Colonel Erwin, the 
rebel commander, to rally his forces was within about 200 yards of the 
Chute; but the impetuosity of the charge of my battalions on their 
lines, the deadly fire poured into their ranks, and the exultant shouts 
of my pursuing forces were more than they could stand. They again 
fled precipitately, many of them rushing, panic-stricken, into tlie stream, 
some attempting to swim theft horses across, others abandoning tlieir 
horses and everytJiing else, and seeking to save themselves by swim¬ 
ming, while the rebel colonel, vdth a portion of his terrified followers, 
suddenly turned to the right, and, scattering, soon hid themselves 
in the dense forest and almost impenetrable swamps of that region. 

Oiu* only loss in this engagement was Captain Francis, of the Third 
Cavalry Missouri State Militia, mortally Avounded, and 2 enlisted men 
slightly wounded. The rebel loss was 30 killed, 0 m(n*tally wounded, 
who fell into oxu* hands, about 40 less severely wounded, who 
escaped, and 28 prisoners. Among the killed was a captain, and 
with the prisoners a lieutenant. On the morning of tlu^ 5th 1 bad scout¬ 
ing i)arties out in every direction. They killed 2 guerrillas and took 2 
of Erwin’s men prisoners. On the same day marched to Gayoso, and 
on the 6 th reached Kew Madrid without anything further of interest 
occurring. We killed in all 47, including 1 captain and 3 lieutenants, 
mortally wounded 6 , not mortally about 40, and took prisoners 57,du- 
cluding^ 2 captains and 1 lieutenant. We captured upward of 200 
stand of arms, including shotguns and common rifles, most of which, 
however, we were compelled to destroy lor want of transjiortation. We 
captured, brought in, and turned over to the quartermaster 230 horses 
and mules. We also emancipated and brought with us near 20 colored 
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l)ersoiis wlio were being lielcl as slaves by rebel masters in Arkansas. 
Having* started out witboiit transx)ortatioii of any kind, and almost 
without subsistence, both men and animals subsisted otf the (memy. 
We have, I think, pretty eiteetiially (deared out tlie guerrillas and])un- 
ished their accomplices in the Second Sub-District, and seriously 
checked the operations oi* the raiders and recruiting })aities from 
Shelby’s command in Southeast Missouri and the adjoining counties of 
Arkansas. 

It afrbrds me pleasure to report, in conclusion, that the officers and 
enlisted men of my command, with scarcely an ev(*e])tion, ])eha ved tlnmi- 
selves throughout in the most gallant and soldierly manner. And in 
this connection justice compels me to mention esi>ecially Sergt. John 
It. Wright, Company G, First Cavalry Missouri Volunteers, whom 1 
earnestly recomimmcl to the i)ro])er autliorities for piomotion. 

I remain, general, with great resi)ect, your obedient s<Tvant, 

JOHN T. HUEEIS, 

Jdevt. Col. Tenth lutnms Vols.^ Commanding Exi)editio}i. 
Brig. Gen. Thomas Ewino, Jr., 

Commanding tiaint Louu Distnet^ ^ainf Lonis^ Mo. 


JULY 18-AUGUST 7, 1864.—Expedition to the Pinal Mountains, Ariz. Ter. 

Report of Maj. Thoman J. Blaheney., First California Cavalry. 

Fort Goodwin, Ariz. Ter., August iSliJ. 

Lieutenant : 1 have the honor to submit tln^ following re]>ort of the 
operations of my command, consisting of Company E, Fifth Infantry 
California Volunteers, Captain Ilarroverj Com])an'y I, Fii*st Infantry 
'New Mexico Volunteers, Captain Simpson, and detachment of Com¬ 
pany E, First Cavalry California Volunt(H‘rs, under Oai)tain W<dlman, 
since leaving this post, punsuaut to Special Orders, No. 100, headquar¬ 
ters Apache Bxi)edition, at 4 p. m. on the 18th of July: 

First day, July 18 .—The direction of march was west of north (the 
various camps, directions of march, courses of rivers, prominent peaks 
and mountains are indicated on the ac(*om])anyiugma]),’'' whi(di is re¬ 
spectfully submitted as a part of tliis report) to the Gila Kivei*, which 
was reached an hour before sunset; distance, three miles; road for the 
first mile sandy and heavy. At this p<ant we halted until sundown, 
when we marched nine miles and made camp at midnight. Eoad lair; 
direction a little north of west. Grass, wood, and water convenient 
and x)lenty. 

Second day, July 19 .—Broke camp at sunset. Marched ten miles. 
Direction slightly north of west. Eoad rough and heavy. Compelled 
to haul the wagons across several arroyos by hand. Made canq) at 
midnight 500 yards ft‘om the river-bank. Wood plenty. Grass of 
su})erior quality, enough for one day. 

Third day, July 20 .—Broke camp at sunset. Marched two miles and 
a half, direction northwest; the night being very dark, halted until 
daybreak. 

Fourth day, July 21 .—I moved to a more sheltered camp one mile 
below. Broke camp again at sunset. Marched three miles in a north¬ 
westerly direction to a well-covered camp. Gravss, wood, and water 
abundant. 


Not found as au inclofeure. 
6 R VOL XLX, PT X 
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Fifth day^ July 22. —Captain Thayer encamped his command half a 
mile below me to-day. Sent ont scoutKS to the north, west, and sonth to 
examine the country for Indian si^ns and prospect for a road across to 
the San Carlos. At 5 ]). in. took np the line of inarch, the troops hav¬ 
ing three days’ rations in tlieir haversacks, acioss the p<niinsula form(‘d 
by the great bend to the southward of the Rio Gila, a lew miles east of 
where the Eio San Carlos empties into that stream, leaving Lieutenant 
Stockvell with g^i^ide and thirty men in cliarge of train, with instruc¬ 
tions to bring’ it through to the point indi(*ated in orders as the site for 
the depot by the most\lire(*t practicable route and with as little delay 
as i)ossible. 

day., July 23. —Eeached Camp Eigg, on the San Carlos, at 2 
a. in., having marched e^ght miles in a direction north of west until we 
reached that stream, then eight miles in a northerly direction. Imme¬ 
diately after making camp sent scouts up the valley to the corn-helds 
to ascertain whether or not Indians were about. Tliese scouts returned, 
reporting finding no indications of Indians having visited the valley 
since the destruction of theii* crops by Captain Thayer. 

t^eventh day^ July 24. —At 1 a. m. vstarted out with detachment of 
fifteen men of Company E, First Cavalry Calitbrnia Volunteers, under 
Captain Wellman, and ehwen men of Company E, Filth Infantry Cali¬ 
fornia Volunteers, under Captain Harrover, all supplied with three 
days’ cooked rations in haversacks, to surprise and attack a camp of 
Indians said to be at a spring ten miles west of the de^iot. Eeached the 
si)ot an hour before daylight, but the Indians had been gone at least 
two weeks. Eeturned to camp by noon to await the arrival of the train 
with suiiplies with which to make scout to Pinal Creek. Sent express 
back to meet the train and ascertain the cause of its delay. Bx])ress 
returned at 10 p. m. and reported the train in camp on the San Carlos 
eight miles below Camp Eigg. 

Figlith day^ July 25. —^Train arrived at 10 a. m. Sent five non¬ 
commissioned ofilcers and twenty-five privates to the corn-fields to 
gather and bundle up the corn fodder preparatory to hauling it into 
camp for the animals when corraled at night; also sent five cavalrymen 
to scout down the stream for corn-fields. This i)arty reported one field 
of corn about one acre in extent. It also had been visited and (*ut by Caj)- 
tain Thayer’s command. Ordered rations for a sixteen days’ scout put 
up, three dayvs’ of which to be cooked and carried by the men in their hav¬ 
ersacks, the remainder to be i>acked on mules. Built (*orral ibr the 
safety of the herd. Had a load of corn fodder hauled into cam[). 

Mntli day^ July 26. —^Detachments from each of the conqianies were 
detailed to remain at Camp Eigg under command of Captain Wellman, 
who being sick was ordered to remain behind. Cai)tain Simpson hav¬ 
ing applied for permission to accompany the scout was allowed to do 
so. At 4 p. in. left camp and marched to Jaycox’s Spring, direction 
west; distance, eight miles. Made camp here at 9 ]>. m. Gave orders 
that no fires should bo made until after we had reached the rancheria, 
on Pinal Creek, which I exiiected to accomplish before daylight on the 
28th. 

Tenth day^ July 27. —Eemained in camp at Jaycox’s Spring, which is 
nothing but a tank of rain water, supply very limited, until 5 j). m., 
when we took u]) the line of march for Pinal Creek, expecting to rea(ih 
that stream in eight hours’ march, so as to make our dis})ositions to 
attack the rancheria at daybreak. Before leaving Jaycox’s Spring I 
placed Lieutenant Mann, with a detachment, in charge of the pa(*k 
ti'ain, with orders to take the train by another trail, not so dire(*t, but 
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where he could find water iu about twelve or hfteen miles, and 
come on into Pinal Creek with it the next day. The night was 
very dark and the trail difficult to follow. The guide, Mr. Jaycox 
having lost it several times, determined to take the direction and follow 
it without refei*en(*e to the trail. At about 12 p. m., it being so dark 
we <*ould scarcely see one another, we came upon a temporary camp of 
Indians situated in a deep ra^dne in the dividing iddge between the 
waters of Pinal and Mineral Creeks. They at oiK'e commenced making 
signals of danger; as the sequel shows, started an ex])ress immediately 
to their people on Pinal Creek. Alter having been discovered by this 
party, 1 determined that nothing would do but to go ^straight through 
to the settlement with the hope of getting there before the Indian mes¬ 
sengers would, so as to inform them of our coming. We marched all 
night, and daybreak the next morning found us coming down into the 
Eastern Pork of Pinal Creek. At about sunrise we found water in 
tanks, which served much to refresh our men and animals, who were 
much worn by a hea\^ march over a rough and rocky country in the 
darkness of night and without a trail to follow. After having found 
this water I should have made camp and deferred my attack until the 
next day, were it not that our suspicions as to an Indian messenger 
having preceded us to the Campoodie to inform thein of our approach, 
were confirmed by the discovery of the fresh tracks of two Apaches 
who were ahead of us not more than half an hour, and the assurance 
of the guide that the rancheria was only about three miles distance. 
Marched until 8.30 a. m. eleventh day, July 28, when, the men being 
literally worn out with fatigue, we halted for two hours, when we 
again proceeded down the <*reek and struck the ni)per spring at 12 m. 
No sooner had we reached this j)oiiit than the Indians discovered 
and began yelling at us from the very tops of the high, rocky ridges 
bordering the creek. I ordered the cavalry, under Lieutenant Stock- 
well, to charge upon a little group of wi(*key-ups for the purpose 
of ascertaining if the Indians had been ai)prised of our coming in 
time to remove all tbeir effects. Lientonant St()(*kwell reported every¬ 
thing removed from these shanties. 1 tben continued my mai'ch 
without paying any apparent attention to the Indians, who were 
entirely out of my readi, until I arrived at the old caini)iiig-grouud 
of Colonel Woolsey^s party, distance irom Jayeox^s Spring thirty 
miles. Here I halted and sent the infantiy forward, under com- 
‘rnand of Captain Harrover, to the lower rancheria, with instruc¬ 
tions to take possession of any property he might ffnd there. Upon 
Captain ^arrover^s reaching the vicinity of this rancheria a white flag 
was hoisted by the Indians, and also one by Captain Harrover, The 
Indians at this point were also on the very tops of the rocky cliffs which 
overhang the valley. Very vsoou three Indians came down with a flag 
and expressed a desire to' have a talk. One of them, a squaw, was 
brought to my quarters. I told her that I could not talk with every 
Indian individually. I wanted to talk to the whole tribe together with 
their chief. She went away pleased, and said she would bring the 
chief into my* camp, and he would have all the tribe come in and they 
would give themselves up, as they did not want to light with the whites. 
Six Indians were in camp, one or two at a time, duiing the day. They 
aU expressed a dCwSire to surrender, and said that they were aware that 
campaigns were being made against them from all sides. 

Twelfth day, July 29 .—Lieutenant Mann arrived with pack train. 
Nine Indians altogether in camp to-day. Two or three the most that 
•were in at any one time, Captain Harrover reported to me that Lieu- 
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tenant Mann liad sliown symptoms of insanity; ima^^ined that he was 
followed hy an Indian thi’ough camp, and that Mi*. Parker, the guide, 
wanted to kiU him. A young Indian came into camp this p. m. 
and said he wanted to live with us; said he wanted to be a white man, 
to have a hat, and boots, and clothes; said he had neither father nor 
mother, and that he wanted to go with us. He was about fourteen 
years of age and had a smart, intelligent look for an Indian. I allowed 
him to remain in camp and gave him all he wanted to eat. He seemed 
much pleased, but was not satisfied until I assured him that he should 
go Avith us when we left and wStay with us Avhile Ave remained there. 
To-night Lieutenant Mann was wandering through camt) pei‘fe(*tly wild, 
and I was <*ompelled to put him under guard for fear he might do some 
injuiy either to himself or someone else. 

Thirteenth day^ July 30 .—^Altogether about twenty Indians in camp 
to-day, siK at one time. Had an inteiview Avith me. I think one oi* the 
number was the Chief Crooked Foot. He said he had just come from 
the east; that soldiers were hunting the Indians there; that they Avere 
being hunted Ironi all sides; that they would be compelled to submit 
sooner or later, and that he was going to advise aU to come in at once 
and give themselves up while they could save something. He said, as 
an evidence that the Indians Imng on Pinal Creek were not thieves, 
they had neither cattle nor mules; that they never had stolen stock. 
He said the fact of there being no bones scattered about their homes 
was evidence. He said he would bring all in with their families the 
next day to give themselves up. They all exi)ressed their satisfaction 
at the assurances which I gave them that they would not be harmed, 
but proAuded for if they gaA^e themselves up. 

Fonrteenth ddy^ July 31 .—^The Indians continue to come into cami) 
in about the same numbers as on the preceding days. This a. m. an 
old squaw came into camp and said the boy who was staying Avith me 
was her boy, and she Avanted him to go Avith her. I asked the lad if 
he wanted to go and he answered no. The sqxiaw then wanted a 
present for him. I asked the boy if I should give her a present for 
him. He said that she was nothing to him; that he did not wish mo 
to give her anything on his account. I then told the squaw that the 
boy was with me of his own choice. If he wanted to leave he could 
do so; that I did not x)ropose making a slave of him, but expec'ted to 
take good care of him and give him clothes and eveiything iioccssary 
for his comfort. I told her, furthermore, that Avheii the Indians all 
came in and gave themselves up she should liaA^e a ])res(mt similar to 
that given the remainder of the tribe. She left me dissatisfied. About 
noon or a little after the boy went down to tlie corn-field for the i)ur- 
pose of bringing up some corn, and three Indians Avho Averc tluTc 
kidnapped him and carried liim off. As soon as I ascertained this I 
seized on six Indians who were in camp at the time, telling them that 
I should hold them as hostages for the safe return of the boy. At tlic 
same time I sent one Indian out to look him up and bring him into 
camp. This Indian retuimed in about an hour with a blanket Avhich 
the boy had with him, but said he could not find the boy. 1 sent him 
out again, giving him to understand that the boy, not th(‘ blanket, 
was what 1 wanted. 1 at the same time assured him that Avhen the 
boy was brought in, if he did not desire to stay he shouhi liave (he 
liberty of leaving. This was the last Indian that came into my (*amp. 
My hostages were as follows: Two bucks, two boys, ami two s(]uaws. 
At about dark I had given dmections that the hostages should be tied, 
and when they were about to tie them one of the squaws attemx)ted to 
run off; and was shot and killed by the guard. One of the boys, about 
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fifteen years of a^>e, also started to run. About twenty shots were 
died at him and he must have been killed, as the Indians were hunting 
the brush for him all of that night and the night after. The brush 
was so thick that it was useless for us to make search tor his body. 

Fifteenth day^ August 1. —Sent Captain Harrover with Company E, 
Fifth Infantry California Volunteers, with instinictions to skirmish 
over the mountain west of Pinal Creek and north of the canon, kiU all 
buck Indians big enough to bear arms and capture all squaws and 
children he might come upon; also to examine carefully for caches of 
wheat. Captain Simx)Son was sent over the mountains south of the 
canon. Lieutenant Stockwell was diieeted to scour the valley for In¬ 
dians; all with similai instructions. I started myself with Sergeant 
Fergusson, of Company E, Fifth Infantry California Volunteers, and 
twenty-five men to skirmish the mountains east of Pinal Creek, which 
I did from Salt Eiver on the north to a i)oiut one mQe and a half south 
of the cam]) over a vStrip three or four miles in width. I succeeded in 
killing 1 Indian, which afterward i)roved to be a squaw, and capturing 
1 squaw. Captains Harrover and Simpson reported meeting no In¬ 
dians. Captain Harrover reported finding several caches which had 
been raised apparently two weeks. Lieutenant Stockwell reported 
meeting no Indians. On starting ui> the mountains on my skirmish I 
met Colonel Woolsey, Arizona miners, who reported the arrival of his 
command. Tliis evening at the solicitation of Colonel “Woolsey, who 
thought by doing so he might g(^t the chief into camp, I set at liberty 
the squaw held as hostage for the return of the boy. She iiromised to 
return in two days with the chief. 1 told her that unless the boy was 
returned I should kill the hostages. 

Sixteenth day^ August A —Sent Lieutenant Stockwell with fifteen 
men of Company E, First Cavalry (Vilifornia Volunteers, to Camp Eigg 
for rations. Ordered the whole eommand on half rations to enable me 
to make a scout to Big Eump Valley. Had details out (jutting and 
drying (*orn for men’s rations. 

Seventeenth day^ August 3. —^Lieutenant (Jualey arrived with detach¬ 
ment, bringing ex]jr<3ss and S])ecial Orders, Ko. 126, headquarters 
Apache Expedition. Hung the two buck Indian hostages at sundown. 

Eighteenth day^ August 4, —Sent Oa])taiii IlaiTOVcr with thirty-five 
men of Company E,'Fifth rnfantry California Volunteers, up Pinal 
Creek to the Pinal Mountains at its head. Ordered Captain Simpson, 
with forty men of his <*ompany, to the same destination by way of Big 
Horse Cafion, and was preparing to start myself with a small detach¬ 
ment by the eastern route when express arrived from Camp Eigg order¬ 
ing in all the troops. Sent disi)atch immediately to Captain Harrover 
with orders to return to camp, and countermancied Oai)tain Simpson’s 
orders. 

Nineteenth day^ August 5.—Sent detachments to the various corn¬ 
fields, with orders to cut down and destroy all corn and crops which 
remained. Broke camp at 2 p. m. and started on my march back to 
Camp Eigg in compliance with orders from Major Smith, commanding. 
Left Seigeant Fergusson in charge of twelve men of* Company E, Fifth 
Infantry California Volunte(*rs; twelve men of Company I, First In¬ 
fantry NTew Mexico Volunteers, and three volunteers from Colonel 
Woolsey’s command, vsecreted about camp, with instructions to kill any 
Indians coming into camp after the command moved out. Sergeant 
Fer^sson was ordered to remain hidden until evening unless the 
Indians should discover him at an earlier hour, in whi(jh case he would 
join the command at once. Marched nine miles up the Eastern Fork 
of Pinal Creek and halted for the night in the midst of a terrific storm. 
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The creek, which was perfectly dry before, run a depth of twenty feet 
of water within the short space of thkly minutes. Several men and 
animals were cut oh* ii‘om the main command and were unable to join 
it until the next morning. 

Tioeyitieth day^ August 6. —Sergeant Fergusson i*eached camp with 
his detachment at daybreak and reported t^hat in about thi'ee hours 
after the command left camp tifteen Indians approached. His men 
tilled upon and killed live of the number. Foi* particulars I resi)ect- 
fully refer you to Sergeant Fergusson’s report, which is herewith trans¬ 
mitted. Broke camp at 8 a. m. Marched to Camp Eigg, where we 
arrived at 8 p. m. Here the troops were tiumed over as a i)art of the 
garrison of that camp in command of Captain Frink, Fifth InJantry 
California Volunteers. 

At 1 p. m. August 7 I started, in company with Colonel Woolsey, 
Doctor Allcott, and the guides, Jaycox and Pai‘ker, for this post, where 
I arrived at 11.30 p. m. 

In conclusion, I would respectfully say that the cause of failure to 
surprise the camp of Indians on Pinal Creek was, the distance being 
greater than we had been informed, we were unable to make the march 
in the time allowed. Another unfortunate circumstance was meeting 
the party of Indians at midnight while on oiu‘ march to make the 
attack. Had this accident not occurred we might have made camp 
and deferred our attack another day. At the time I received my orders 
to come in with my command I was fitting out an expedition to Big 
Rump Mountain, distant from the camp on Pinal Creek in a duect line 
about twenty miles, where a large number of Indians have concentrated 
to resist the whites. I believe I should have had a fight here had I 
not been ordered in. 

The results of the scout may be briefly summed up as follows: 
ISTumber of Indians killed, 10; number of Indians captured, 2; amount 
of corn destroyed, 20 acres, besides a considerable amount of beans, 
pumpkins, &c. The two captured Indians, one of them, however, the 
boy, was one of the hostages, were sent into Camp Eigg in charge of 
Lieutenant Stockwell, to be turned over to the officei in command at 
that camp. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

THOS. J. BLAKENTEY, 

Major First Gamlry California Yols,^ Gomdg. Detachment, 

Lieut. John Lambert, 

Fifth Infty, Gal, Vols.^ and Adjutant Apache Expedition, 

[Inclosure ] 

Camp Etg-g, Rio San Carlos, August 7, 186i. 

Major: I have the honor to report that agreeable to orders t re¬ 
mained in camp three hours, when fifteeu Apaches were seen approach¬ 
ing the camp. When they wei’e within thirty yards of us wo fired upon 
them. ^ They were thrown into confusion and fl.ed in every direction, 
throwing down their arms and everything that could retard their flight. 
We immediately started in pursuit, but the close proximity of dense 
brush prevented our finding but one. We trailed four others into the 
brush by their blood. I am satisfied that 5 were killed or mortally 
wounded. We also took 2 blankets, 1 lance, 1 bow and several arrows, 
and 2 pairs of moccasins. 

Very respectfully, yorm obedient servant, 

B. B. FEEGUSSOE, 

Sergeant of Company E, Fifth Infantry California Vols. 

Maj, T. J. Blakeney. 
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JULY 19, 1864.—Skirmisli on the Benton Road, near Little Rock, Ark. 

Ehport of Lieut, GoL Thomas G. BlacJc^ Third ^lissonri Cavalry, 

Hbqrs. Third Eeoiment Catalry MiSfciOHRT Vols.^ 

Camp near Little EocJc, ArJc,^ July 1864, 
Lieutenant : Early tliis luoruin^ the i)atr()ls on the Benton road, 
some four miles fi‘OLa my camp, were fired upon by rebels from an am¬ 
bush, killing* 1 and wounding 2, I sent out a reconnoitering party, 
but they failed in discovering the enemy. I suppose it to be the same 
parties who have been between here and the Saline Eiver tor some 
time past. 

Very resT)ectfully, &c., 

T. G. BLACK, 

Lieiit. Col.^ Comdg. Third Eegt, Cavalry Missouri Voh, 
Lieut. 0. H. Frost, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,^ Third Brigade, 


JULY 19, 1864.—Attack on Webster, Washington County, Mo. 


Eeport of Gapt. F, Kellermarui. 


PoTOsr, July J90, 186L 


General: Last night twenty-five bushwhackers robbed the town of 
Webster, fifteen miles southwest of Potosi ,• took $1,500 worth of goods; 
killed 1 man, 6 horses, and took 2 men oflt* with them. They traveled 
from there in a western direction and iiassed about three miles west of 
Potosi on tlieir route. They are going toward Jefrerson County. I 
telegraphed to Captain Montgomery. We have five soldiers here, and 
the citizens no arms. Caift you send us by morning train some .am¬ 
munition and guns? We will organize our company to-night, and to¬ 
morrow I will send the rolls by mail or bring them in myself. Firing 
was heard during the night northeast of Cadet. 

Yom\s, very respectfully, 

F. KELLEltMAKK 


Brigadier-General Ewing, 

Saint Louis, 


JULY 19-25, 1864.—Operations on the White River, Ark., and attack (24th) 
on the Steamer Clara Bell. 

Itinerary of the U, S, Forces^ White Eiver,, Arlc,^ commanded by Brig* 
Gen, George H. GordoUj TJ, 8, Army** 

General Steele’s line of communication via the White Eiver being 
threatened, Major-General Oanby on the 11th instant directed Briga¬ 
dier-General Gordon, then at Memiihis, to proceed to the mouth of 
White Eiver, assume command of troops which had been sent there, 
and use them as circumstances might require. Those troops consisted 
of the First Brigade, Thii*d Division, Nineteenth Corps, with a battery, 

* Erom monthly return. 
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and tlie bri,sfade of Brevet Bri^i^adiei-Geiiei til Bailey, at Yieksbur^, was 
also plaeed at liis disposal. This order was received July 18, and 
on the stune da^ General Gordon started Ibr White Eiver. 

July 19 ,—Pie assumed command of the troops at the moutli of the 
river. 

July ^0 .—Ordered up General Bailey from Vicksburg. 

July 21 ,—Proceeded to Saint Charles Bluff, on the White Eiver. 
Arrived there on the 23d instant. Occupied and strengthened the 
works. 

July 25 ,—Brevet Brigadier-General Bailey reported with his brigade 
of two regiments. Four' companies of the Sixth Michigan Heavy Ar¬ 
tillery, of this brigade, on the Clara Bell, liaving lagged behind, owing 
to the disobedience of orders of the lieutenant-colonel commanding, 
were fired upon [July 24] by a rebel battery and the boat destroyed. 


JULY 20-31, 1864.—Operations in La Fayette and Johnson Counties, Mo., 

with skirmishes. 

Report of Ideut Frank Barkley,, First Cavalry Missouri ^^tate Militia. 

Supplementary report of Company E, First Cavalry Missouri State 
Militia, for ten days, ending July 31,1864: 

July 20, Lieut. Frank Barkley and twenty-five men sent on scoutj 
pursued Todd and band to Arrow Eock and back to Mound Prairie; 
returned to camp July 22; distance traveled, 160 miles. July 21, Will¬ 
iam H. Stephens and ten men sent to Warrensburg for rations; returned 
to camp July 22; distance traveled, forty-four miles. July 23, Sergt. 
J. C. Biam and ten jnen sent on scout with Major Keill; had severe 
skirmishes with guerrillas; wounded one of them; returned to cami) 
July 25; distance traveled, 100 miles. July 25, Lieut. Frank Baikley 
and filteen men sent to Lexington as escort for Major ISTeill; returned 
to camp July 26; distance traveled, thfity miles. July 28, Sergeant 
Brain and fifteen men sent to Lexington as escort for supply train; 
returned to camp July 29; distance traveled, thirty miles, July 30, 
Lieut. Frank Barkley and thirty-five men sent on scout to Honey Fork 
of Blackwnter; returned July 31; distance traveled, fifty miles. Total 
distance traveled, 800 miles. Average distance to each man present 
for duty, 120 miles. Average distance per man for the whole coiipiany, 
100| miles. There have been Irom six to ten men out after forage every 
day. They have to go from six to eight miles for it. 

Eesi)ectfully submitted. 

FEANK BAEKLEY, 

• * /Second Lieutenant,, Gommandvng Company. 


JULY 22-AUGUST 22,1864.—Attempt to transfer Confederate troops to the 
east bank of the Mississippi River. 

Headquarters Trans-Mississxppi Department, 

Shreveport, La., August 28, 1864. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant ayxd Inspector General,, Richmond, Ya.: 

General: I nave the honor to transmit the inclosed correspondence 
between Lieutenant-General Taylor and myself with reference to the 
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crossing of troops to the east side of the Mississipj)! Elver, and request 
that they may be brought to the notice of the President.^ Ooiivin(*ed 
myself of its impracticability, I still spared no efforts in accomplishing 
the snccessM transfer of the troops from the department. Lieutenant- 
General Taylor having reported its impra<:*ticability, I have suspended 
the movement and ordered the transfer of the troops to the District of 
Arkansas for operations against Steele and in support of Major-General 
Price’s expedition to Missouri. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 
General^ CommamVmg, 

Tupklo, July 9, 1864. 

General E. Kirby Smith, 

Trans-Mississipp i Department: 

There is but little doubt that Canby is now moving on Mobile with 
20,000 troops. It is of vital importance that a part of your troops are 
crossed over the Mississii)pi, or you co-operate in such a manner as to 
divert their troops. General Bragg dnected me to confer with yon as 
to crossing troops. 

S. D. LEE, 

Lientemmi- General^ Commanding. 


Tupelo, July 16^ 1864. 

General E. Kirby Smith, or 
Major-General Walker, 

Trans-Mlsshsippi Department: 

(Care commanding officer, Clinton, La.) 

The President instru(*ts me to say the enemy is reported to have 
withdrawn his main force from Louisiana to attack Mobile and operate 
east of Mississippi Eiver. That under such circumstances it was ex¬ 
pected of you that you would i)romptly aid by sending troops to defeat 
the plans of the enemy as soon as discovered. There is no doubt the 
enemy are moving against Mobile or some point east of tlu^ Mississippi. 

S. D. LEE, 

Lieutenant-General^ Commanding. 

• 

Meridian, July 19^ 1864. 

Col. J. S. Scott, or 
Col. D. Gober, 

Clinton^ La.: 

General Lee directs that you send to General Kirby Smith, by 
special courier, the following dispatch: 

Boxjvaii County, Miss., 1 : 2 , Ism . 

Largo fleet of transports, convoyed l)y eight gun-hoats, are coming down White and 
Arkansas Rivers. This is supposed to he General Steele’s enl ire iorce. Six boats lay 
at the mouth ol White River yesterday. ()f their movements, in whatever direction, 
yon will he pi omptly informed, 

J. C. S. BLACKBURN, 
Captain Cavalry Company, 

P. ELLIS, jR., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

* To complete the record of this subject other documents have been inserted in 
chronological order among those transmitted by General Smith. The latter are 
marked as inclosnros, Nos. 1 to 24. These additions cover the co^rrespondence, 
from Jnlv 9, 1864, to January 31, 1865. 
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MONTOOMEEYj JllJl} ^8, 186L 

Brigadier-General Liddell: 

Send this dispatch also: 

Generals Shith, Taylou, Walker, or Poli^nac : 

The movement of troops ordered by the President should be executed 
with the least possible delay. If the trains for the troops cannot be 
brought over, the horses, mules, and harness should be brought at all 
events. I will have supplies collected for your troops on this side of 
the Mississippi, but you had better send commissaries ahead. 

S. D. LEE, 

Lieu ten ant- Genera h 


[lutlosure Xo. 1 ] 


Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

/Shreveport, J^ily ^8, 1804. 

Lieut. Gen. K. Taylor, 

Xatchitoelies, La.: 

General: In pui'suaiice of the following dispatch just received— 


Montgomery, July 1864. 

Brigadier-General Liddell: 

Send following dispatcli across the Mississippi by a reliable officer, with instruc- 
tionb to deliver it either to Generals Smith, Taylor, Walker, or Polignac: 

OoLT^MBUs, Ga., July 22, 1864. 

Lieut. Gen. S. D. Lee: 

Infoim General E. K. Smith that the President orders a prompt movement of 
Lieutenant-General Taylor and the infantry of his corps to crnss the Mississippi. 
Su<‘h other infantiy as can be spared by General Smith will follow as soon as pos¬ 
sible. General Taylor on reaching this side of the Mississippi will assume (‘ommaiul 
of the department. 

BRAXTON BRAGG.’^ 

S. D. LEE, 

L\eutenan ^General. 


you will proceed to Alexandria forthwith and take command of the 
two infantry divisions in the District of West Louisiana. Witli these 
divisions you will cross the Mississippi Eiver with as little delay as 
possible. Upon reaching the nearest telegi‘aph station you will report 
to Eichmoud for further iusti'uctions. The inclosed copies of dis- 
Xiatches will govern your movements. 

By command of General E. Kirby Smith: 

W. E. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


[Inclosure No 2.] 


Headquakteek Trans-Mississippi Depaetment, 

Shreveport, July 38, 1864. 

Lieut. Gen. R. Tayloe, 

Natehitoehes : 


General: I am dmeoted by the general commanding to inquire 
what members, if any, of youi- fbnuer staff you desire to accompany 
you. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. BOGGS, 

• Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 
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fliiclosiire No. 3.] 

Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

July 1864. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Walker, 

Commanding District of West Louisiana: 

General : I am directed by tlie general commanding to inclose liere- 
witli copy of instructions to Lieutenant-General Taylor,^ and to say 
tliat lie leaves it optional with yon to be reassigned to your former 
division and accompany it, or to remain on duty in tMs department. 
The success of the movement will de])end upon its secrecy and dispatch. 
He desires, therefore, that you will render every facility to General 
Taylor, and aid him to the full extent of youi‘ power. The general 
commanding also desires to know if General Wharton has returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staf’, 


Meridian, Miss., July ^<9, 1864. 

(Via Clinton, La.) 

General E. Kirby Smith, or 

Any General Officer Comdu. 0. S. Forces West Miss. Eiver: 

The enemy have concentrated a force at Vicksburg from above and 
below, also at Memphis, for movements in this department. By direc¬ 
tion of General Bragg I ask your co-operation without delay in any 
available way, or on any point practicable, to divert their tbr<*e and 
compel its return. Not knowing your locality can make no sugges¬ 
tions as to plans. 

8. D. LEE, 

Lieutenant-Genera /, Commanding. 

[liiclosuro No. 4..] 

HlilADQITARTERS TRANS-MiSSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 

IShrereport, July ^.9, 1864. 

Col. H. T. Douglas, 

Chief Engineerj Tram-Mif^sissippi Department: 

Colonel: You will jn'oceed to the headquarters District of West 
Louisiana and teport to Maj. Gen. J. G. Walker, (‘ommauding, &c., tor 
the pui'pose of advising with him as to the means of crossing troops to 
the east bank of the Mississippi Eiver, and giving such assistance in 
making the necessary preparations and superintending the crossing as 
may be in youi* power. Having coinphded your woi'k you will return 
and report in ])erson at these headquarters. 

By command of Gcmeral E. Kirby Binith: 

W. E. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of 8tajf. 

Llnclofliire No. 5 J 

Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

* Shreveport^ La.^ July 29^ 1864. 

Major-General Walker, 

Commanding^ &g.: 

General: The g<meral (‘ummanding dire(*fs me to say that the 
company of poutoniers at this place with theii‘ boats (twenty*four in 

* Soo p. 90. 
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number) will leave to-morrow for Alexandria, under instructions to 
1‘eport to you. Tbesc boats are provided with oars and oar-locks. Tbe 
boa+s at Alexandria (eigliteen in number) sbould be provided fortbwitli 
with oars and oar-locks, and also the necessary transportation to take 
them to the river. By this means you will have forty-two boats at 
your disposal. After the undertaking is accomi>lished the company of 
pontoniers, with their train from this place, will be sent back, an escort 
b'om the river being furnished them fi‘om the cavahy. Colonel Doug¬ 
las, chief engineer, has been directed to proceed to Alexandria for the 
puri)ose of giving his personal supervision to the service of the pon¬ 
toons. So soon as these duties are completed he will return to this 
place. The river is so low that the train will be sent fi?om here by 
land, 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 

[Inclosure No. 6.] 

Katchitoches, July 29j 1864. 

Brigadier-General BoGtGS, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge dispatches ISfos. 3506 and 
3507,* just received. If troops can be crossed at all it can only be 
effected by a*.diversion in the direction of ISTew Oileans from this side. 

'^’^Much preparation in the collection, and perhaps also the building, of 
boats will be required. Can I expect assistance in these particulars f 
Secrecy will also be an important element in success, and I suggest, 
therefore, that I do not assume command of the infantry division until 
all preijarations are complete. Pending*the completion of arrange¬ 
ments I shall precede the troops to the other side to hasten any assist¬ 
ance possible there, and communicate with Eichmond. I respectfully 
I’equest that Ool. J. L. Brent, Maj. E. Smget, William M. Levy, and A. 
H. Mason; Oapts. 0. LcD. Elgee, Andrew J. Watt, James McCloskey, 
and A. H. May, and Surg. P. B. McKelvey be oidered to ac(‘()7ni)any 
me. I leave at once for Alexandria, where I sliall await an answer to 
this communication. 

Youi‘ obedient servant, 

E. TAYLOE, 

FAeutenant- General, 


Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

Shrevejport, La,^ July 80^ 1864, 

(Via Meridian August 8.) 

His Excellency Jefpbrson Davis, 

Bichmondj Va.: 

Sir : I request the promotion of Major-General Buckner to the rank of 
lieutenant-general, as it will relieve me from embarrassment in assign¬ 
ing him to duty. The telegram ordering General Taylor and infantry 
ff*om this department across the Mississippi Eiver was received July 
28. Every means at my disposal will be used to secure the success of 
this movement. Arrangements were perfected for offensive operations 
in Ai*kansas and Missouri. The withdrawal of this force deprives the 

^ Inclosiues 1 and 2, p. 90. 
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Trans-Mississippi Deparhiient of that portion of tlie troops upon which 
my dexiendence is xdaced for either oheiisive or defensive operations. 
Should the enemy in force renew the camx>aigu west of the Mississijipi 
Eiver, in the reduced condition of my command, 1 will be powerless to 
oppose his advance. Ivshallpnsh a cavalry force into Missouri; but 
sin(‘e the withdrawn! of Lieutenant-General Taylor and the infantry of 
his command, I will be too weak for prosecuting* a campaign in the 
Axkansas Valley. Major-Generals Walker’s and Poli|tiRic’s divisions 
and Brigadier-General Thomas’ brigade (six brigades of infantry) cross 
the Mississippi Eivei* under command of General Taylor. 

1 am, very respectfullv, your most obedient servant, 

E. »vlEBY SMITH, 

OeneraL 


[IlldoiS< 1U( Tlt.J 

Axtc+ust 8, 1864. 

Secretary of War for attention, particularly to the recouimendation 
in regard to Major-General Buckner. 

J. DAVIS. 


[ImlosuroNo 7.] 

Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

l:^hr€vei7ort^ La.^ July 31^ 186J 

Lieutenant-General Taylor, 

Alexandria: 

General: I have the honor to acknowledge there(*ciptof your com¬ 
munication of the 20th instant. The order from Eichniond directing 
the movetnent of an infantry (*olumn under your (*ommand to the east 
bank of the Mississi])])i was evidently made under a great pressure upon 
our armies in that department. I fear the practi(*ability of the move¬ 
ment, yet no (‘ffbrts must be si)ared in securing its execution. You 
must yoxu’self in person su])(n‘intend the arrangements and accomiiauy 
the column. You can, for the ]mr])<)vS(^ of ('onuminicating with Lieu¬ 
tenant-General Lee, in Di^xiartmenl of Mississippi, and with the authori¬ 
ties in Eichmoud, send any numibers of your statf immediately across 
the Mississixjjii, but for tlui better exe<*ution of tln^ movement should 
remain yourself with tlu^ troops. I hav(^ ordered a train of twenty-live 
pontoons to Alexandria. Each boat is preparc^d with oars and oar¬ 
locks and has a capacity for transjiorting twenty-five men. These, 
with the eighteen boats at Alexandria, which GencTal Walker has been 
directed to prepare in tlussame way, will give you vsome forty-five boats 
and will admit the erossing of about 1,000 men at a trip. Other 
skiffs, barges, and boats maybe prejiared and eolh^eted by you without 
delaying the expedition. You will consult w*ith General Walker, now 
commanding the District ol* Louisiana, wiio has been ordered to give 
you every assistan(*e and facility at his command. He has suggested 
the point of crossing, but I will leave its ffnal determination to yoiu‘ 
own judgment. The disposition of the cavalry under his command 
can be determined betwL^en you, so as to best seeuiT the success of the 
crossing. I do not believe that the diversion proposed in the direction 
of IsTew Orleans is Judicious. It would throAV a body of cavalry into a 
distant and sickly country when them services are needed for operations 
in Arkansas and Missouri. I would rather suggest the employment of 
that force, in connection with artillery, to hold jiositions on the river 
above and below the xioint selected ibr erossing. It will be impossib e * 
to keep the movement secret, the dispatches have passed through so 
many different hands and officers. Your calculations must be based 
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Upon the knowledge of the movement coming sooner or later to oui^ own 
people and troops. This may constitute one of the greatest difficulties 
to he encountered, as I fear that youi‘ command may prove reffiactory 
when they find that they are ordered across the Mississippi. An appeal 
to the patriotism of the meiij representing the nec^essity which calls 
them to the assistance of their comrades in tlie Ois-Mississii)i)i depart¬ 
ment, may assure you that willingness on their i)ait which is so iieces- 
sary to the sutTessful execution of this difficult movement. J inclose 
to you a copy of an order sent Greneral Walker, whicli he will publish 
if you adopt my Adews in regard to the expediency of dealing openly 
and ffiankly with the trooi)s. Should you determine otherwise, he can 
suppress the order, and the movement can be made with all the secrecy 
practicable. Let me urge upon you the necessity of expedition. No 
time should ])e lost in making tlie attempt to cross the river. General 
Walker commands the District of Louisiana. I have left it optional 
with him to resume the command of his division or to remain in the 
department. The loA^e of his troops lor him and his influence Avitli 
them is well known to you. Even should he decide ux)ou rcmaiuiug in 
the Distiict of Louisiana, it may he well for him to accompany the 
troops, temporarily commanding the division, until the crossing is 
secured. Should you desire it, I will instinct him accordingly. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 

General. 

[Inclosuio Xo 8 ] 

Alexandria, Jtdy 3 ly 1864 . 

Brigadier-General Bog-gs, 

Chief of Stajf: 

Geixeral: I have the honor to report that I reached this point last 
night and have had an interview with General Walker on the subject 
of crossing troops over the Mississippi. General Walker coincides 
with me in opinion that the command of the trooi)s should remain 
with him until evevjdhing is in readiness to attempt the pavSvSage. 
Much time will nec(N'iarily be required in making preparations, and 
even then success will deiiend on chance to a certain extent. General 
Walker has already commenced the work and Avill doubtleSwS use every 
energy in pusliing it forward. I send an offi(*er to Woodville to ap¬ 
prise the Department at Eichmond of the difficulties to be eii(*onntered 
in carrying out the orders. The division of General Polignac is very 
weak, one of its regiments being absent. I respectfully inquire if Gen¬ 
eral Thomas^ brigade will be included iu the troops to cross. This 
command is without arms here, and I suppose can he armed readily 
east of the Mississippi Eiver. I-shall await additional instructions 
Irom your headquarters at this point. 

Your obedient servant, 

E. TAYLOE, 

, , Lieutenant-General. 

[InolosTue No. 9.] 

Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

Shreveport^ La.^ August f 1864 . 

Major-General Walker, 

Commandingj &c.: 

, General: I inclose you a copy of my reply to a communication 
from Lieutenant-General Taylor of the 29th ultimo, also a copy of an 
order to be published in the event of youi' concurring with me (is to 
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the propriety of making the destination of the expedition kno\rn to 
the troops. Your influence with your old command is deservedly 
great, and can be made a powerful auxiliary in securing its cheerfal 
acquiescence in tlie movement. I believe that even though you finally 
remain in the district you should at least temporarily resume command 
of your old division and assist in putting it a(‘ross the Mississipi)i. 
The larger ]>art of youi* ])resent command will iie(‘essarily be emifloyed 
either directly or indmectly in forwarding the movement. It may be 
found impossible to (*ross thc^ artillery ami transportation. You should 
be prepared to secure its spt^edy removal beyond the reach of the 
enemy. You will perceive that in my letter to General Taylor I have 
directed him to take personal command oi‘ the expedition. The dis¬ 
patch irom Eichmond directs this and he is responsible for its execu¬ 
tion. You should give him every facility and assistance, and if necies- 
sary bring the strength of your whole district to bear upon the 
undertaking. You will observe that General Taylor asks for a num¬ 
ber of officers to accompany him, I doubt whether Major Mason can 
be spared. Are either of the officers ap])lied for necessary for the 
administration of the affairs of the distri(‘t“^ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 

General, 


Headquarters Trans-Misstssu^pi Department, 

tilireveport^ La,^ 1864. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Waliceb, 

Gommandmg^ &c,: 

General: The general commanding dhects that you send an officer 
across the Mississippi Eiver with directions to proceed to the nearest 
telegraph station and x>l<Tee himself in coiiimuni(*ation with Major 
Price, ordnance oflic(a‘ at Selma, Ala., in charge of ordnaiu'e for the 
dei^artment. He will ascertain ffom Major Price the lo(‘ality of the 
arms, and if it is practicable to push forward a sufiuiciit number of 
arms for all the troops which are to cross the river. General Taylor 
and yourself are both aware of the difficulty of obtaining arms in this 
department, and if it is possible to arm the comnjand immediately on 
their crossing, the arms now in their possession should be left in this 
department. If it is not practicable to bring the arms in time for the 
troops they still might be brought in sufficient time to take advantage 
of tins opportunity to cross them. 

I am, general, very respe(*tfully, your olx^lient servant, 

W. E. BOGGS, 

Brigadier^Qeneral and Chief of Staff, 

flncloswe No. 10.] 

Headquarters Trans-Miskissippi Department, 

Shreveport., La., August 3,186d. 

General Braxton Bragg-, 

0. 8. Army, Richmond,, Va.: 

General : I Lave the Lonor to acknoMlodiyc the receipt of yonr com¬ 
munication of the 23cl [22d.] ultimo from (Jolnmlms, Ga. I inclose you 
copies* of my letters to Lieutenant-General Taylor on this subject; also 
a copy* of a letter to Major-General Walker, commanding District of 
West Louisiana, of the 1st instant. T shall go to Alexandria and will 


See PI). 90, 93, 94, 
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spare no efforts to secure the succesi fill crossi^ig of the troops. The 
force which accompanies General Taylor includes all the infantry in 
the District of West Louisiana, except one small regiment. It com- 
lirises the divisi*>Tis of Walker and Polignac and the Louisiana brigade 
of Genen ^ Allen Thomas, a force of six brigades, lumibering between 
9,000 and 10,000 men. There remains in the District of Texas 2,880 
infantry by the last report of June 30, and in the District of Arkan¬ 
sas 5,300 infantry. My information tiom Arkansas does not indicate 
the withdi‘awal of any portion of General Steele’s force. The oper¬ 
ations of our cavalry have kept him constantly emxiloyed, and have 
rather strengthened than weakened him in his i)osition. For the intei*- 
ests of this department I regret the necessity which compels ^ the 
removal of the infantry under General Taylor to the east bank of the 
Mississippi. It leaves me powerless to resist any movement of the 
enemy made in force. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 
General^ Commanding, 

[tnclosuie Ko 11 ] 

Special Ordees, ) Hdqbs. Trans-Mississippi Department, 

Ho. 193. ) Shrevejaort, La., August 3,1864. 

%***** X- 

Y. The following officers are directed to report to Lieut. Gen. E 
Taylor, Provisional Ai*my, C. S., for duty, and accompany him east 
of the Mississippi Eiver: Maj. E. Sui'get, assistant adjutant-general; 
Maj. W. M. Levy, assistant adjutant-general; Cajff. 0. LeD. Elgee, 
assistant adjutant-general; Oapt. A. H. May, assistant adjutant-gen¬ 
eral; Oapt. A. J. Watt, aide-de-cani]); Ool. J. L. Brent, chief of ord¬ 
nance and artillery; Oapt. J. McCloskey, assistant quartermaster; 
Surg. P. B. McKelvey, medical director. 

By command of General E. Eai*by Smith: 

S. S. AKDEESOF, 

Assista nt Adj%itant- General, 


HeADQUAETEKS TrANS-MIvSSISSIPPI Depaetment, 

/Shreveport^ La,^ August 3, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. J, G. Walker, 

Commanding^ &g.: 

General : I am directed by the general commanding to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter dated the 31st ultimo. He desmes that if pos¬ 
sible General Allen Thomas’ brigade should cross the river, but if it is 
not possible it wiU have to remain, and the regiment at this place sent 
down instead. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 

[Inclosurc No. 12 ] 

BtSADQUARTERS ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 

Alexandria, August 4,1864. 

General E. Kirby Smith, 

Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department: 

General: I beg leave to submit for youf consideration the follow¬ 
ing plan for crossing our tooops to the east bank of the Mississippi 
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Eiver. I deem it proper to state that my proposition is iiiade from an 
earnest desire to promote tlie interest of the service, and with no desire 
to intrude my views upon you: First, the main object, to cross tbo 
troops en masse in order that their organization may be retained and 
capable of entering at once upon an active held of usefulness. To 
accomplish tliis it will be necessary to take with the troops subsist¬ 
ence, artillery, and trains. This can only be done by a pontoon bridge, 
which 1 propose to use, as follows: To construct 100 additional pon¬ 
toons with chesses and balks. Tliese to be taken by steamers or rowed 
to the nearest ])oiut whi(ih can be reached contiguous to the proposed 
point for crossing the IVEississippi Eiver, thence by land to the point 
selected. To cross one half the boats with as many men as they will 
transport, to act as a guard and render such assistance as may be neces¬ 
sary, to the east bank of the river with their comi)lement of balks and 
chesses, and to put the bridge timbers on the pontoons, commencing on 
])otli sides at the same time; that when comx^leted they shall be swung 
ill ])osition by row-boats attached (see sketch). That large boats, 
aiu‘hored (JO feet above the line of the bridge at intervals of 150 feet bo 
])repared, over whicli a hawser shall be passed and guy lines holding 
the bridge in position connected with the bridge. That all the siege 
guns that can be (*ollected be placed in a tete-de-pont commanding the 
bridge and at divstances of half a mile above and below the bridge site. 
That in addition torpedoes should be placed across the river above 
and below the bridge as indicated by sketch. That men be placed 
on the anchor boats provided with water buckets and shoed poles to 
prevent fire-rafts ft’om being floated against the bridge. By observing 
the utmost secrecy as to our intentions and iiromulgating the advance 
ot our forces on Missouri or Lower Louisiana, our preparations could 
be made umh^r cover of this mask, and I believe if we could not cross 
secretly we could force our passage. Should these views meet with 
your approval, 1 have the honor to respectfully recommend that Lieu¬ 
tenant Haney, with his com])any of engineer troops from Arkansas, and 
Lieut. K. H. {Smith, with his company of engineer troops from G-alves- 
ton, Tex., be ordered to reiiort to mo immediately at Shreveport to assist 
in constructing the pontoons. In thirty days 1 can preiiare everything 
which belongs to my branch of the servi(‘e, and confidently believe our 
efiorts will be crowned with success. Should my views ])rove correct, 
the important turn of affairs which the troops would give, lending their 
assistance to the army in Georgia, now ])ressed almost to the wall, 
would guarantee any sacrifice here, and no effort should be lost to the 
accomplishment of the great object in view. 1 have the honor to state 
my readiness to enter at once upon the duties which may be assigned 
me in this im])ortant undertaking, feeling confident that we will suc¬ 
ceed, and knowing that our success is of such vital importance. 

I am, general, with gTeat respect, your obedient servant, 

ir. T. DOUGLAS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief JEngineer* 

[In<lors<*mcut.] 

General E. Kirby Smith, 

Oommanding Tram-Mississipfi Depoirtment: 

General : I liave the honor fe) state that I lieartily ai)prove of Col¬ 
onel Douglas’ plan, and believe it the only effectual means of throwing 
organized bodies of trooi)s across the Mississippi. The delay is only 
7 R R—VOL XLI, FT J 
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apparent, for if troops arrive east of the river witliout the iireparatioii, 
time will be required there to place them in the field. I trust the views 
of Colonel IJouglas will meet your approval. 

EespectfuUy, youi* obedient servant, 

R. TAYLOE, 

Lieutenant' OeneraJ, 

[Note on oiuoinal.J —Plan not inclosed, it being too inconvenient 
to handle, &c. 

[luclofaiiie No IJ ] 

Headquakteks Enoineee Department, 

Alexandria^ August i, ISOL 

Gapt. J. Gr, Mebm, Jr., 

Aide-de-Camp: 

Captain : I have the honor to address you relative to torpedoes which 
I desire to use in connection with our movements on hand, and to 
request that you bring it to the notice of the commanding gcineral, 
who can decide whether to use them. I wish 100 torjiedoes of 50 
pounds each, constiaicted on the plan of those in*eviously constructed 
at Shreveport, to place above and below the point at which we may 
propose to cross the river on a checkered line across the stream. Wc 
have 20; 100 more will be sufficient. I would also recommend that the 
three heavy guns on the Missouri be shii)x>ed in fiat-boats, to be taken 
and placed in battery opposite the proposed point of crossing, and that 
eight siege guns on siege caiTiages be dispatched immediately ffiom 
Texas, via NibletPs Bluff, to this point to be used in a similar manner. 
The heavy guns can be ])laced in position during one night at the time 
that the crossing by means of row-boats is going on, and if they serve 
their purpose we can well afford to throw them in the Mississii)pi Eiver. 
The torpedoes will be a valuable auxiliary, and we should spare no 
means to insure the success of our undertakings. Powder should be 
gotten ready also—blasting if possible—^if not, eleven-inch gunpoAvder. 
I desire also to resiiectfiilly recommend that the four siege guns at 
Slneveport be immediately mounted and sent to such a point as may 
be selected. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. T. DOIJGLAB, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief Engineer, 


[Inclo&ure No 14 | 


Hkadqtjartebs Engineer Department, 

Alexandria , August i, 186 L 

General W. E. Boggs, 

Chief of Staff: 


General : Should the views which I had the honor to submit for the 
commdudiug general’s consideration in my communication of to-daymeet 
with his approval, will you iilease to order the quartermaster at Houston 
to procui’e and ship by special train, moving rapidly to Alexandria via 
Burr’s Eerry or Niblett’s Bluff, ten coils of inch rope, fifteen coils of two- 
inch rope, twenty coils of three or three-and-a-half-inch rope; also, 1,000 
tfeet of anchor chain. All of these materials can be purchased in Hous¬ 
ton. 


I am, general, veiy respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. T. DOUGIjAH, 
Lieutenant Colonel. 
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MobilEj Augu^st L8bl. 

Bri^^aclier-Geueral Liddell, 

Clinton^ La.: 

Let General Dick Taylor and General Smith know that a lar^e naval 
force and a large force under Oanby, evstiniated at 10,000, are attacking 
Alobile. 

T). JJ. MAUEY, 

Majo r- (ifenera /, Oom man dbig. 


Clinton, August J, 186L 

Major Hart, 

TranS’Mmissqq)i / >fin( rtmenf: 

Department commander exceedingly anxious to know wlier(‘ General 
Taylor is. Where the troops are. Communicate in (‘iplicr. 

ST. JOim E. LIDDELL. 


[ImloHiiio No P) 1 

JlEADOUAJJTERS TRANS-MiSSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 

Alejcandrici^ August 7, IHGL 

Lieut. Gen. E. Taylor, 

Commanding^ Ac.: 

General: The imijortance of expedition in ci'ossing the intantry 
under yoxu* command to the east bank of the river must haveiiui)ressed 
itself upon you. Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, chief engineer of the 
department,"informs me that he has now tbrty-two pontoons ready for 
use, which can be transixorted to any i)oint on the Mississippi liiver 
which may be selected for the crossing. In a few days he expects the 
arrival of tweh'c addilional x)outoous. These boats will cross twenty 
men each, exclusive of the oarsmen, and without the additional boats 
expected you will be enabled to <*ross bcdwc^en 800 and 900 men at a 
single crossing. If any good is to result from th(^ crossing of this for(*e 
it rests in the sx)eedy execution of the movement and in their rapid 
transportation to the scene oi* aidion. By ci*ossing beef-cattle and 
carrying breadstuff’s and salt in the haversacks of your men you can, 
though with some privation, traverse the country from the east bank of 
the Mississii)pi Eiver to the country where sui)X)lies can be obtained. 
By taking the artillery to pieces and by swimming the horses you may 
be enabled to cross a sufticient amount of artillery for your column. 
General Walker is instru(*t<Hl to designate four batteries of light artil¬ 
lery to acconii)any your column. If no serious interruption is ofl’ered 
you may be enabie<l also to cross your trains with supplies, but first 
crossing your men and artillery. If the Ymy should bc^^ (dosed you can 
X)ush on with beef-cattle and salt. In the (lisi)atches (<*oi)ies of whi(*h 
were furnished you) General S. D. Lee promised to liave supplies col- 
lecjted east of the Mississi])pi Eiver for the ns(^ of your (iolumn. It was, 
moreover, g^uggested that you should send (*onumssaries in advance 
across the river. You will therefore mak(i your arrangements for the 
immediate crossing of the Mississi])X)i with the for(*e which is to operate 
under your command. You (*an consult wit h Lieiitenant-Oolonel Douglas, 
the chief engineer of the de])artment, in regard to the point and mode 
of crossing. He is dirc(*ted toreimrtto you for that purpose, in the 
event you desire his services, as under the instnuitioiis (contained in 
the dispatches the troo})s arc to cross under your ordiws. You will 
conduct the o])eration of crossing in person. Major-General Walker, 
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commanding District of West Louisiana, lias been directed to give you 
every assistance in liis i)ower. You can therefore consult with him in 
carrying out youi* plans. The staff officers designated by yourself can* 
all aec'Oinpany you, ex(*ei)t Colonel Brent and Major Mason. Their 
services are too essentially necessary in the administration of the Dis¬ 
trict of West Louisiana to admit of then being dispensed with. Ma jor- 
General Walker, commanding District of West Louisiana, and Briga¬ 
dier-General Thomas, commanding the brigade of exchanged Vicksburg 
prisoners, reiiort the condition ot that brigade so i educed in numbers 
and so disorganized that it is not effective for service. To attempt its 
crossing would be a serious loss of men and be detrimental to the 
interests of the service. Many of the men have not been exchanged and 
aie not in cami). It is but a tew days vsince notiti(*ation was received 
of the exchange of any ])oition of the brigade. Under these circum¬ 
stances I shall retain the brigade in the department, continue the col¬ 
lection and organization of the men, and when effected (if the necessi¬ 
ties of our armies there require it) w ill order it across the river to your 
copimand. I have ordered the Crescent Eeginient, stationed at Shreve¬ 
port, inunediately down, and believe it will join you before the crossing 
is effected. This regiment is large and will render you as much service 
as the disorganized command of General Thomas could possibly have 
done. 

Very respe<'tfully, your obedient ser^^allt, 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 

General 


Hbadqxtahtees Trans-Mississippi Department, 

Alemndria^ ilugnat 7, 18bi. 

Mffj. Gen. J. G. Walker, 

Commanding (£u: 

General: I inclose a copy of a letter* to Lieut. Gen. E. Taylor 
with regard to the crossing of the trooiis under his command. I desire 
you to select four batteries of light artilleiy to accom])any (Teneral 
Taylor’s column, and suggest that the selection be made from the fol¬ 
lowing batteries: Kettles’ Valverde Batteiy, 11. 0. West’s Arkansas 
battery, Boone’s Louisiana battery, Gibson’s Texas battery, Benton’s 
Louisiana battery, Ooruay’s Louisiana battery. The four batteries 
selected to be coinmandeil l)y a major of artilleiy. You will perceive 
from my letter to General Taylor tiiat I have directed the immediate 
crossing of tlie tioiqis. The (*oIlection of material and the preparations 
necessary for throwing abridge a<*ross the Mississippi Kiver necessi¬ 
tate a delay of at least thirty days, and I believe is of doubtful su(‘(*ess. 
This delay would neutralize any good results wdii(*h might come from 
the crossing of this column. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. KIEBY SMITH, 

General 

[IncloHuie No 16. J 

Alexandria, August <9, 186L 

General E. Kirby Smith, 

Commanding Trnns-Mmissiiypi Department: 

General: Your communic^ation of Ttli instant was received last 
night. The importance of the expedituyii in crossing the infantry has 


*■ See next, ante. 
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iully Itsoir iipoii mo, but the iiieaim oJ* eifec^liiig it aiul the 

iKWSsaiy co-operation ol* other forces ^\itllill tliis clistri(*t are beyond 
my control. 

On the 10th of June I was relieved from the command of the District 
of West Louisiana and ordered by you to Natchitoches to await the 
pleasure of the President of the (confederate States.” 

On the 18th of July, six weeks after I wms relieved by you, the order for 
me to cross the river and assume command of the Department of MissiwS- 
sippi and East Louisiana was issued from the War Department, evi¬ 
dently under the belief that I was in command of the District of West 
Louisiana or (‘ommanding a corps. Your order dii'ecting me to take 
command of the two infantry divisions reached me at Natchitoches on 
the 28th of July. Prom the date of my being relieved until the rei^eij)! 
of those orders I had no means of ascertaining the disposition of all our 
or the enemy’s forces on or near the Mississippi Diver, the points at 
which the enemy’s gun-boats were lying, and such other necessary facts 
as would enable me at once to fix upon suitable places for crossing. 
Although the ord(U‘s from the War Department (‘outemplated that I was 
in commaiuL I can perceive nothing tliereiu \\hi(*h instructs that the 
troops should ^*^ 01*088 under my orders,’’and that ^^1 should conduct the 
oi)eration of crossing in ])erson.” So long as the command is within this 
department it is subject to your orders, and without disi)ositions made 
by you as commanding general I am powerless to effi^ct anything. 
SimiJy to cross the men is but a ]>ortion of the movement,' to subsist 
and transport them to localities where their presence and services are 
needed involve the most important features. There is but one railroad 
in the State of Miasissi])pi in use by our authorities, and that lies east 
of Pearl Eiver, its western terminus being cpiito a hundred miles dista nt 
from the Mississippi. While Lieutenaut-deneral Lee states that he will 
establish de])ots of su])plies, such de])()ts can only be available if they 
are convenient to the points of crossing, and it might happen that those 
points would be an hundred miles from the sui)i)lies, as the movements 
of the enemy’s forces along the river and of th(‘ gun-boats would influence 
the crossing, and places previously seloct(‘d would be liable to inter¬ 
ference by the enemy at the very moment when the movement at a par¬ 
ticular point was about to be undertaken, and thns render an immediate 
change necessary. Oo-operation between the two vsides of the i‘iv(‘r is 
therefore of the highest importance, and a full umh^rstanding with Gen¬ 
eral Lee can alone insure the establishment of sui^plies at convenient 
and accessible localities. 1 had the honor to sul)mit to you several 
days ago, with an iiidoivsement of my entire ap])roval th(*r(‘or, tlie plan 
of Lieutenant-Goloiiel Douglas, which 1 consider the movSt i)racticable 
one which can be adopted. 1 have not heard fi‘om you on that su])ject. 

In accordance with your instructions I furnished you on the 28th of 
July with tlie names of the staif* officers whom I desired to repoi-t to me. 
Only last night 1 received your answer asserting that a portion of tliose 
named and needed by me should ])e assigned, I have been without 
staff officers ne<*(sssaiy to enable me to make eveti the requisite i)relimi- 
nary arrangements, and but tor the kindness of Major-General Walker, 
who has allowed me to use a portion of his staffs, 1 should have beeu 
entirely without any such asvsistance. Major Mason, my termer chief 
commissary, whose services are almost indisi)eiisablc and u])on which 
1 relied, you i*efuse to allow me. No other (♦ommissaiy is assigned to 
me, and none (*onld b(‘ so useful to me as tliis officer. Golonel Brent 
also, who has be<m on my staff* for two yc^ars, and for wliom X mad(^ 
a]>])lication, is withheld. Both these officers share my earnest desire 
to have them ordered to report to me. If the troops are to be used in 
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tliecTLsiKst()^v]ii(*h you allude in your letteroi'yesteiday, and if Atlanta, 
is tlie ^‘s(*eiie of actionto wliicli you refer, tlie distance to be accoin- 
plislied, even after they cross tlie river, would render it necessary 
for ade(iuate arrangements to be made on tlie otlier side of the Missis¬ 
sippi as well as on this to insure rapidity of movement and preserve 
the efficiency of the men, so that they could arrive in time and 
in (‘ondition for the performan(*e of the services required of them. With 
this view, therefore, I applied in a former communication for permission 
to cross at once to the other side, where 1 could assume command of 
the department as directed by the War Department and hasten all the 
necessary arrangements. This ])ermissioii having been refused by you 
I am without knowledge of the location and number of our forces on 
the other side, and as to the assistance which they (‘an give to a column 
of infantry marching over so extensive a country. For the reason 
stated the troops whose co-operation is necessary to insure the success 
of the movement being beyond my control, the plan of crossing being 
devised by yourself, the necessary iirdvision for subsistence and trans- 
Xiortation, when the troo])s do cross, not being made, and being myself 
X)oweiiess under your instructions to remedy these vital deiieiencies, I 
deem it proper to state to you that while I shall, to the best of my 
ability, carry out the instructions contained in your communi(‘ation of 
yesterday, I do not deem myself responsible either for the failure or 
success of the undertaking which you direct. 

Very respectfully, j'oiir obeciient servant, 

ft. TAYLOft, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Eiciimond, Ya., August 8,1864. 

(Via Olinton, Miss., August 9.) 

Lieut. S. F. Ohipley: 

(For (reiieral B. Kirby Smith.) 

Your dispatch of 30th July, 18G4, received, and after inquiries can find 
no record of a telegram ordering you to send General Taylor and in¬ 
fantry from the Trans-Mississix)})! Department across the Mississip])i 
Eivei*. Ko su(‘h order Avas ever given by me, though propositions to 
follow enemy^s moA^ements from your de])artment were referred to your 
discretion in terms which ini]>lied the exx)eetation you would do all 
which Avas consistent with the duties of your i)osition. You had not com¬ 
municated the purpose to commen(*e oftensm* operations in Arkansas 
and ]\rissouri, and no indications of it had reached me. 1 do not now 
perceiA^e how the success of a moA’^ement, the arrang(mient for which 
you say had been perfectixl, could dei)end on infantry Avhich was b(dow 
the LoAver fted Ewer. Be that as it may, you must expect frequent 
diversity of views unless fuller iniormation is giA’'en. I directed G-en- 
eral 8. D. Lee to keep you informed, so as having cointelligxmce there 
might be the more eftective eo-ox)eration. If our forces su<*ceed on the 
east side they will make easy the plans tor the Avest side of the Misvsis- 
sii)i>i. If our forces on the Avest side of the river should alloAA’^ the 
enemy to leave that section, and by concentrating defeat those on the 
east side, yoiu‘ projected campaign could not tail to end in disaster. 
This Avas so obAuous that T expected you to a(*t Avithotit waiting for 
orders, so as to counteract the movement he Avas reported to be making 
with the troops you had lately defeated. Your recommendation in 
referen(*e to General Buckiuu* has been reierred to War Department. 

JBFF’N DAVIS. 
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(Jlikton, Ait<jui>t JO, isoi. 

G-eneral U. Bkagg, 

Richmond, Ya.: 

Two divisions of infantry, Taylor’s corps witliin striking distance of 
river. Boats preparing. Time and plac<‘ of crossing not fully decided 
upon. Forty pontoons on this side ready to move to point indu'ated. 
Mncli difficulty in tlie movement anticipated. General Taylor wislies 
Ids staff to come witk Idni. Asks tkat Wharton Avitli four cavalry hri- 
gades be brought across. Suggests that another division inffintry now 
in Arkansas (he says) also come. 

THOMAS BITTLEB. 


Clinton, La., Aiij/xst 11, ISOL (Via Mobile.) 

General Beagg: 

I have just received dispatch, dated 3d instant, from General Taylor, 
directing me to learn Avhether it is conteunffated that he shall cross the 
rHer should it be found impracticable to cross the troops; also whether 
you desire that he should precede the troops to this side. 

W. STEVENS, 

Captain, tfc. 

[luUosnrc No 17 ] 

Headquaute-rs Trans-Mishissippi Department, 

l^hreveport^ La., jUignst Jlj 0^64, 

Lieut. Gen. E. Taylor, 

Commanding^ dtc*.; 

(xENEiiAL: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your (*oin- 
miiuieatiou of tlie 8th instant. My letter written to you in Alexandria 
expresses clearly iny views and the ne(*cssity l*or crossing immediately 
tlie Mississippi witli the troops iinder yonr command. The inclosed 
copies’^ of dispatches from Generals Maury and Liddell are additional 
evidences of this necessity. The plan submitted and approved by you 
ill your letter of August 8 for bridging the Mississippi is simply im¬ 
practicable and vision ary. It necessitates the concentration of engineer 
troops from Arkansas and Texas—^virtually the establishment of a navy- 
yard at Shreveiiort and building of boats. It makes rccpiisition for 
mateiial on the city of Houston, Tex., which in all probability will have 
to be imported. IJnder the most favorable circumstances it requmes 
preparations, the collection of materials, and construction tluit would 
necessitate the delay of at least two months, and might fairly convey 
the impression that Ave Avere endeavoring to evade the order directing 
the crossing of the troojis. You certainly could not have carettilly ex¬ 
amined tlie plan projposed or you Avould not have approved and recom¬ 
mended a course v'^hich detains indefinitely the troops^ here, Avhile the 
campaign east of the Mississippi, in which they were to participate, has 
already reached a crisis. In my letter of July 31 the whole disposa¬ 
ble force of the district Avas placed under your control through General 
Walker, its commander. The i)oint and mode of crossing Aveve left to 
your oAvu judgment. It Avas only suggested instead of sending the 
cavalry on a distant expedition toward New Orleans tliey, with artillery, 
should be used to coA’^er the crossing by holding points above and be¬ 
low the point selected. In my letter of the 31st I authorized you to 
send members of your staff east of the Mississippi for the purpose of 

^ Seo Maury to Liddell and Liddell to ITart, Augunt 5, i). 99. 
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obtaining' iulbrination and making provision for yonv ti*o()i)s. Your 
experience on tlie Mississippi, yoiii'knowledge of tbe eonntiy, and your 
personal interest in tlie success ot* tlie movement, make you the proper 
officer to command, even had tlie dispatches from the War Department 
iiot so directed. The list of staff officers famished by you, wliom you 
desired mi^ht accompany you east of the river, was carefrilly considered 
by me in the intention of being liberal and with the desire of comply¬ 
ing with your wishes; but two on the list were objected to—Major 
Mason and Colonel Brent. Their services are too indispensably neces¬ 
sary, without inflicting serious injury ux)on the interests of the District 
of West Louisiana. an evidence of my liberality J made no objec¬ 
tion to either of the fiive adjutant-generals whose names were on that 
list, viz. Colonel Levy, Major Surget, Captain Elgee, Captain May, 
and Captain Watt. General B. D. Lee has, I believe, gone to Atlanta. 
The inclosed copies of dispatches would indicate that General Maury 
commands the department and is besieged at Mobile. General Liddell, 
immediately commanding the district opposite to you, is at Clinton. 
You can communicate with him and obtain his co-operation. I again 
urge upon you the necessity of promptly crossing the force under yoxu' 
command; at least, the attempt should be made. If there is any un¬ 
necessary delay the authorities at Richmond can judge where the iiiult 
lies and upon whom the resiDonsibility rests. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 

E. KIRBY SMITH, 

General, 


Headquarters Trans-Misstssippi Department, 

Shr€ve 2 )ort, La,^ Avgust 11^ IHOi, 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Walker, 

Commanding^ &c,: 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let¬ 
ter of the 9th instant. The change in the movement of the two bri¬ 
gades ordered to Arkansas may endanger us in that distri(*t, but as 
Hie successful crossing of the Mississix)i)i by General Taylor’s column 
is of the highest importance, 1 will adopt the change in the dis])osition 
of the troops made by yourself. I desire nothing to be done that will 
hazai’d the success of General Taylor’s movement across the Missis¬ 
sippi. You will have the two brigades of Major’s division prepared, 
so that they can march to iVrkansas as soon as the movement of Gen¬ 
eral Taylor has been accomplished. General Bagby should command. 
That will probably be the most important theater of oi)erations, and a 
good officer should march in command of the trooiis. 1 inclose you a 
copy of a letter* to-day written to General Taylor. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. KIRBY SMITH, 

Gmeral, 


Clinton, La., Avgust 12^ :1SGL 

General Braxton BRAoa, 

Rielmond^ Ya,: 

General : I was unable to communicate fuUy with you by telegram, 
as £ could not do so in cipher, and I was advised, for prudent reasons. 


Seo next, ante. 
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Clinton, La.. Avyiist 13, 1864. (Via Mobile.) 

General Braxton Braug, 

Biclmond, Va.: 

Are the troops from the Trans-Mississippi to bring their arms with 
them? General Smith has decided not, if arms can be procured from 
Selma. 

THOMAS BUTLER, 

Captain and Aid-de-Oanip. 


[Fiisl iiKloistmont J 

Jiespecttully submitted for tlie information of the Pi’osident. 


[hocoHfl imloisnueiit j 

General Bbagg: 

Some arms will be necessary for police and possibly for contingencies, 
but it would be well, as far as practicable, to avoid the transfer of arms 
^om the Trans-Mississippi Department. ^ 

[InflosmcXo 10] 

Headquauteus District of West Louisiana, 

Alexandria^ A'ligust 13^ 1863. 

General E. Kirby Smith, 

Commanding Trans-Mississip^i Department: 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com¬ 
munication of the 11 th instant (Ko. 3637). In my note to you of the 9th 
instant, to which yours is an answer, I mentioned that I had already 
put Parsons’ cavahy brigade en route for Arkansas. Harrison’s Louis¬ 
iana brigade, as you know, had already marched. I was, therefore, sur¬ 
prised at this passage in your communication: 

You will liave the two brigades of Major’s division prepared, bO that they can 
march to Arkansas as soon as the movement of General Taylor is ac*comi>lished. 

It would appear from this that it is your desire that four cavalry 
brigades shall be seut to Arkansas fi^oin this district. In our conver¬ 
sation on the subject wliile you were here, and in the correspondence 
whi(*h has taken place between us on the subject, you did not intimate 
that you desired me to send more than three brigades—tlie two in addi¬ 
tion to Harrison’s command. Please give me instructions on this point. 
The preparations for tlie crossing of the command of General Tayloi* 
have been pushed forward by Colonel Douglas and his assistants with 
smdi energy that the iiontooiis will be able to move from here to-morrow 5 
those I mean that have not already been sent around by water. It is 
of the greatest importance to the success of the movement that General 
Taylor should be with the troops in superintendence of the whole in 
person, but I learn fr’om one of liis staff that he intends leaving here 
to-morrow to assume command of the Department of Mississippi and 
aivait the arrival of the troops on tlfo other side. This is in (conse¬ 
quence, as Major Levy informs me, of an order to that effect sent him 
directly by General Bragg and received last night. I have not seem 
the order, and think Major Levy is mistaken in regard to the order being 
ft*om General Bragg. It was probably the advice to that effect of Ma¬ 
jor-General Maury. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. WALKER, 

Major-General, Commanding. 
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ALIOXANDIUA, Auffutit 1J^ 18Gi, 

(lenoral E. K. Bmth, 

GomcUj, Tnms-MlhslHHljypl Department^ JShnveport : 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your eoin- 
munieation of the 11th instant at this place to-day. In reply to your 
remarks in reference to crossing troo]>s over the Mississippi Eiver, I 
have to say that I have been unfortunate in my manner of expression 
if I have not in my previous correspondence satislied you as to my a])- 
Xireciation of the importan<*e of such a movement and of the im)m])t- 
ness with Avhi(*h it should be executed. [ b(^g to add, hoATever, that 
the plan suggested in my letter of the 8th instant for efteeting such an 
end, to which you refer as submitted and approved by me,” emanated 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, an officer of your stall* and chief en¬ 
gineer of the department. J have never been in a position to become 
acquainted with tlie resour(*es of the entire dei)artment, and if those 
resources are iaadequati^ to the execution of the plan of the chief engi¬ 
neer, who certainly had the best means of knowing them, the fault that 
the plan is ‘impracticable and visionary” should not be attributed to 
me. I trust that my professional career since 1 have held a command 
in this department will show that my military plans have generally 
proved neither “impracticable nor visionary.” You state that in your 
letter of July 31 the whole disposable force of the district was placed 
under my control through General Walker, its commander. By that 
letter I understood myseli'to beplacedincommandof the infantry only 
of my former command, and T learned from Major-General Walkerthat 
he had received orders to assist and confer with me. Major-General 
Walker has extended me his cordial co-oi)eration, btit the whole dis- 
l)osable force of the divstri<*t was certainly not placed under my control. 
In reference to your suggestion for covering the i)ointseleeted for cross¬ 
ing by cavalry and artillery, I beg to say that my exi)erience in engag¬ 
ing the enemy’s gun-boats has shown me the futility of attempting to 
l)revent their ])assing any batteries wt might be al)ie to ]>laccupon the 
bank. The proposition that gun-boats can imss batteries in navigable 
streams has been, I think, incontestably proven by experience, and 
especially on the Mississii)i)i River, which is almost an inland sea. In 
general, a diversion should be made to cover the crossing of an ordi¬ 
nary stream in the face of the enemy. It w<mld be more necessary, 
therefore, in crossing iheMississi])pi,*anda])lan basedui)on thisrecog- 
nixied proposition would eminently justify S(mding the cavalry on a 
“distant expedition,” Your letter of July 31 authorized me to vsend 
officers of my staff east of the Mississii)pi, but it was not until the even¬ 
ing of the 7th instant that I received an answer indicating which offi¬ 
cers of my former staff* you would i)ei‘mit to remain with me. There 
was not a moment’s delay in sending them, as almost the whole of my 
former command Avas ordered east of the Mississip])i. I fail to appre¬ 
ciate the liberality whhdi ])erinitted a portion of the staff* long con¬ 
nected with that command to accompany it, and in this conne(*Son 1 
would observe that the orders of General Bragg to me Avere issued on 
the supposition that I was still commanding the troops of tlie District 
of West Louisiana, whereas 1 had been tor some weeks removed, even 
from the theater of their ojierations. My eoiTesxxmdence with your 
headquarters since you have commanded this depaiffment will show 
that it has been my constant endeavor to delo<*alize the operations of 
the troops under my (^onmiand, and so to conduct their movements as 
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to conduce most i>owerliilly to tlie success ofoui* comrades-iu arms t‘nsl 
ot' tlic Mississipx)!, Witli tlic loii^*-settled <*oiivictiou wliicli lias dic¬ 
tated sueli a course, 3 oaniiot be deemed insensible to the imi>ortan(‘e 
ottlie movement now in contemplation. 

I beg to observe, in conclusion, that I do not anticipate accomplish¬ 
ing impossibilities, butthat not a moment^s delay has occurred through 
me with the means at my disi)osal to attempt to carry out the diffi(*ult 
duty assigned me. The trooxis are already in i^osition to (*ross and the 
means ot* crossing en route to their respeedive destinations. I myself 
leaA^e here to-morrow to join the troops. 

I have the honor to be, very resi^ectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

E. TAYLOE, 

L i e uten ant- Gen era L 


Clinton, La., August 14,18Gi, (Via IVtobile.) 
General Buaxton Brago: 

Your disioatch of the 12th received. General Taylor was previously 
informed of your wishes. Pour thousand infantry will cross the Mis¬ 
sissippi Eiver on Thursday, the 18th, at Dolgiu Wall. This comprises 
the whole force expected. 

THOMAS BUTLEE. 

* [Fir-st iiulorsemi nt.] 

Eesi)ectfully submitted for the information of the President. 


[Sec 011(1 indorsement.] 

General Bragg: 

How can the number of men rep()rte<l be transferred as two divisions, 
or has a change been made? 

,1. D. 


[Third indorsement J 


Headquarters Armies of the Confederate States, 

Avgtdit 22^ 18(>4. 

Eespectfully returned to His Excellency the President. I have indi¬ 
cated to General Taylor that he should cross and assume his new com¬ 
mand, but 1 think it better be renewed. 

The number of men (4,000) reported in the dispatch within seems to 
be the whole force intended to be sent. See copy of eipber telegram of 
22 d, herewith sent. 

BEAXTOK BEAGG, 

General, 


Alexandria, Angust id^ l8Gi, 

General E. Kirby Smith: 

General: Your communication of 12th instant (Xo. 3659) has just 
been received, in which you inform me that Major-General Forney is 
on his way to this place to report to me to take command of Walker’s 
old division. * 

After stating that you have received letters which lead you to believe 
tliat ‘\serioiis difficulty will arise” among the troops on General Formy 
laking command of that division, you say: 

If these apprehensions are well fonndeeb and as this is the only command to which 
ho can he assii>n(‘d in the department u]>on (my) arrival on the east side ot* the Missis- 
sii^pi River (I) will relieve GeneiMl Foiuey and order him to report to Richmond, 
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Wliile ill your letters you profess an anxiety and desire to facilitate 
the movement of the troops, you now persist in the assignment of this 
officer, in s])ite of ^^serious difficulty” which you believe will arise 
thereby, and thus add einbarrassnuait in the matter, and dire(*t me when 
I shall reach the new dejiartment, which is inde])endent of your control 
and jurisdiction, to relieve him and order him to Kiclimond. Obviously, 
the only effect of your instructions will be to place (1 (moral Form^y in 
command of the troo])S at the moment when the difficulty of which you 
speak would embarrass the important movemeni, whose success and dis¬ 
patch you ])rofess to be desirous oJ* advancing’, and thus you would get 
rid of an officcT whose servi(‘es you do not need or desircJ in your own 
dejiartimmt. While you have the right to assign (*ommand(‘rs to troo])s 
serving within your military Jurisdiction, you (*(Ttainly have none to 
direct dis])osition of officers in a <*ommand sejiarate from and inde¬ 
pendent of your own. As soon as the troops rea(‘h the bank of tlie 
Mississippi River 1 shall order General Forney to rejiort to your head¬ 
quarters, as X do not require him to cioss with the division. 

In one ol* your former letters to me you s})eak of the inflmmee of 
Major-General Walker with his old division, having been in com¬ 
mand of it for nearly two years. In view of this fa(*t, and of his being 
in command of the District of West Louisiana, controlling its military 
res(mr(*es and familiar with the dispositions and operations which may- 
have taken place recently within the district, the disi)atch, secrecy, anil 
efficieiuiy of the movement of (irossing the troops would suredy have 
been imomoted by (diarging him therewith and permitting me to proceed 
in the first instance to the Ois-Mississippi, where in command of my 
de])artment 1 could have niatured all tlie arrangcmients necessary to be 
made on that sidc^., and with Major-General Walker in command of* his 
old division the embarrassments and ditliculties refem^d to in your letter 
of the 12th instant would not have arisen. 

Iiudosed I forward you <‘ 0 })y of dis])atch in (*ipher fi*om Oapt. T. 
Butler, of General Bragg’s stall*, dated Olinton, Ija., August 9. 1 shall 
stai’t at once foi* my command, and aftei* visiting the ti'oops on tin's 
side and inspecting the arrangements for crossing them proceed to the 
department to which i have boon assigned and make the needful dis- 
l)Ostions there. 

JL am, general, very I’cspect fully, your obedient servant, 

R. TAYLOR, 
Ijieiitonant- (}encr(d. 

fIiu*U»Hin<*.l 

('LINTON, La., AuiJHHt .9, m7. 

General Bragg directs that you come ac.roSs and assume your new 
command as soon as pra(*ficable. 

THOMAS DUTLER, 

Oaptdi}^^ ibo. 

1 Inclosiiio Ni». iil.J 

nEAD(iUAllTEKS TrANS-MISSISSIXUU DEPAKTMICNT, 

Shreveport, Avgmt 15,1861. 

Lieut. Gen. R. Taylor: 

General: By a letter of the 13th instant from GemeraX Walker, com¬ 
manding the District of West Louisiana, I h^arn that you contemplate 
leaving the troops here under your command and crossing the Missis¬ 
sippi. This I positively forbid. Your ])r(ssence with those troops now 
on the eve of crossing is ot the greatest iin])ortan<*e to the success of the 
movement. Should you hav(* received instructions from higher author- 
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ity than the coniiiumclin^’ officer of this department you Avill furnish me 
with a copy of them, and you will still remain in command of the troops 
until further oiders, as I shall object to a compliance of those instruc¬ 
tions until the crossing* of the troops shall have been effected. 

Eespectfiillv, your obedient servant, 

E. KIEBY SJMITII, 

General, 


Head<^uarteiis Trans-Mississippi Department, 

^hreveportj August 15, lh61, 
Maj. Gen. S. B. Buckner, District of West Louisiana: 

General: I am directed by General Smith to inclose to you the 
accompanying letter to General Taylor.^ If the circumstances are true, 
as represented by General Walker, as to the movements of General 
Taylor, you will hand or cause to be handed to General Taylor the 
accompanying letter to him. If not true, you will retain the letter. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 

GUY M. BEYAIjr, 

• Major and Assistant Adjutant General, 

Headquarters Trans-IMississippi Department, 

Harrisonburg, August 16,1861, 

Major-General Walker, 

Commanding the District of Western Louisiana: 

General: I will remain with the troops at this point for the pres¬ 
ent, and will cross the Mississippi with them unless I receive additional 
news or further orders to cross at once. The pontoon boats have 
arrived, and the troops will be moved to a convenient point for crossing 
at once. To insure success we require cavalry to picket the iinmense 
extent of country, and I hope none of the cavalry now here will be 
moved off until after the movement is over, or at least has been 
attempted. It will also be important for us to hav(i an iufantiy force 
left at hand or in the vicinity of Harrisonburg. I therefore recpiest 
that sucli portion of Thomas' brigade as is armed will be sent to this 
point to hold the country. If Thomas’ brigade is not in condition to be 
moved, cannot Debray’s biigade be sent here for this puriiosef 

I respectfully request that you will forward^ the substance of this 
communication to the department headquarters."" I have seen all of the 
officers of your old division; they seem to be in fine spirits and well 
inclined to undertake the movement. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E, TAYLOE, 

L ie u tenant-(} enera I, 

[Inclosuiciso 22 ] 

Xear IIarrisonburu, August IS, 1S61—lo p. m. 
General E. Kirby Smith: 

General: I have the honor to state tliat information juvst receivc^l 
from the Mississippi Eiver satisfies me of the impracticability and im¬ 
possibility of crossing any body of troops. The notoriety which the ])ro- 
jected movement has obtained lias caused the enemy to make such dis¬ 
positions of his gun-boats as eft'ectually to defeat the attempt to cross at 
or near the iioint for which arrangements w(Te in i)rogTess. I have dis- 

Inclosim* No. 21, nest, anU\ 
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patclied to tlie War Department, at Eiclmioiicl, a mesnage (*ontaini]ig 
my views of tlie impracticability of moving troops from this to tiie oast 
bank of tbe Mississ]l)pi, and I shall aAvait at this point further orders 
from the War Department on that subject in answer to niy dispatch. I 
have advised Major-General Wharton to send Parsons’ cavalry brigade 
at once to Arkansas. I beg leave respectfully to submit my opinion, 
that if any movement of troops in this department is in contemplation 
it should not be delayed on account of the proposed crossing of the in¬ 
fantry from this district, which I belicA’^e to be at present impossible. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. TAYLOE, 

hleutGMmt-General, 

Major-General Euokner: 

The letter on the other half of this sheet is inclosed in an enveloj)e to 
you for your information. After reading be pleased to inclose in another 
envelope and forward to General Smith. 

Eespectftilly, your obedient servant, 

R. TAYLOE, 

Lien ten a n t- Genera h 

[TiKltmuc No j 

llARRisoNiuriKo}-, Augunf AS*, 180 L 

General E. K. Smith, 

Gommandbig Trans-Miss'mijgpi Department: 

1 have the honor to inform you that I have dispatched tlie War De¬ 
partment to the effect that I consider the crossing of any considerable 
body of troops impossible. Accurate observations have been made of 
the enemy’s gun-boats between Eed Eiver and Yicksburg, and fi‘om the 
strictness of the guard maintained no vsuccess can be anticipated. Later 
in the season, when the Mississipin has attained its lowest stage, troops 
may be crossed above VicksbiHg near Paw Paw Island, where many 
difficulties to navigation occur. I consider that the bare attempt to 
cross, almost cei'tain to result in failure, will be very prejudicial to the 
troops, as many desertions will occur. Meantime not only the troops 
to be crossed arc kept idle, but all the cavalry and artillery assisting 
the movement. These might certainly be of some service elsewhere in 
this department. I shall push forward the trooiis to the vi(*inity of the 
river and use every exertion and precaution to insure su(‘ces8, but I 
hope the receipt of my dispatch will induce the’War Department to 
countermand the order. 

Eespectfiilly, your obedient vservant, 

R. TAYLOR, 

Lieutenant- General, 


NEAIi llARRISONBTJRGI-, LA., Au<jmt L86L—0 a, m. 

General E. Kirby Smith, 

Commanding Trans-J>eparime7it: 

General: Your letter of the 15th ijustant (No. 3097) i‘eached me at 
a late hour last night by the hands of Captain Foote, of Major-General 
Buckner’s staff. 

On the 14th instant 1 wrote you li'om Alexandria informing you that 
1 had been directed by General Bragg, commanding the armies of the 
Confederate States, tinder the direction of tlie President, to cross the 
river and assume command of the de])artment to which I had been 
assigned. I inclosed a copy of the dispatch and informed you that I 
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should leave xllexaiidria, and after inspecting the troops and arrange¬ 
ments cross the river. 

On niy arrival at this ])la<*e on the night of tlie iGth instant I found 
that the difSculties of efiecting the movement of (crossing the Mississippi 
\ver(‘ greater ev(ni than 1 liad antici])ated, and being unwilling to cast 
unpleasant responsibilities upon other offi<‘ers, i at otk'C wrote to Major- 
(xcneral Walker that I should remain on this side and give my personal 
attention to crossing the troops. I re(iuested General Walker to forward 
to you immediately a (*opy of my letter to him. After E reached this 
place, the pontoon train having bc^en started across tlu^ Ouachita, I re- 
c(Mved information that the enemy Avere, and had been for several days, 
aAvare of the <*onteinplated movement, and liad moved their irou-clads 
from beloAV, stationing them between Vicksburg and the mouth of Eed 
Eiver at intervals of about twelve miles, with their other gun-boats con¬ 
stantly viatrnUing Vu'^tween those stations, and not more than four hours 
ever < hi p-t G v ii a gam-boat passing up or down between Vicksburg 
and Eed Eiver. Deeming the attempt imi)racticable, and satisfied fi'om 
personal observation and unmistakable information that it would result 
only in injury to the whol(‘ command, I assumed the responsibility of 
ordering a suspension of the movement until I could hear further from the 
Wm* Department, at Eichmond, dispatching to that effect on yesterday, 
and informing you by letter last night of the action which I had taken, 
and that I should await at this point an answer to my dispatch. Al¬ 
ready several hundred desertions from the infantry corps liave taken 
place, a majority of which occiuTcd after the suspension of the move¬ 
ment, hut just prior to its announcement to the trooi)S. Convinced of 
the impossibility of crossing, to have marched the troops nearer the 
river would have resulted in the loss by desertion of at leavst one-half 
the entire command, and while the object in view would have failed, the 
effi<*iency of the corps, if not destroyed, would in all probability have 
been i)ermanently injured. Among the causes which haA’^e induced and 
aggravated this desertion are the folloAving: The non-payment of the 
troops for a period of tweh^e months, the absence of a very large pro¬ 
portion of the fiejd officers of the diAUsions, recent changes which have 
been made among regimental and brigade commanders, and the inac- 
tiAuty of the command for tlic last two months. As an illustration of 
the large number of officers Avho are absent frojii theii* (*ommands, I 
would cite one brigade (Maclay’s) AAdiich is commanded l)y a major and 
only one other field officer (a major) present. 

I (*annot recognize the i)ro])riety of expression used in your letter 
(No. 3097), in AAdiich you state that you ‘^positiATly forbid^’ my crossing 
the river, <&c., nor tlie right Avhich you assume of controlling’my obedi¬ 
ence to orders emanating directly from the President of 1 he Confederate 
States through the officer commanding the armies under him. I Avas 
relieA^ed by you from the command of the district to Avhi(*h 1 had 
been assigned by the President and ordered to ^^aAvait his pleasure.” 
That ])leavsure has been indicated by assignment of ine to another com¬ 
mand and department. When orders reach nie ffiom the President I 
shall obey them, or if in my judgment on the ground delay or susxieii- 
sion are necessary I shall be governed by my discretion, advising the 
pro])er anthoi’ity of my reasons theretbr. 

The mode and channel in which the Conimauder-in-01)ief (*onveys his 
orders and instructions to mo, if objectionable to you, are matters which 
you must yourself arrange Avith the higher autliority. 

Veiy respectfully, your obedient scTvaiit, 

E. TAYLOli, 

Lietctoiant" General. 
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HEAD<irARTERS DISTRICT OP WEST LOUISIANA, 

Alexandria^ August 20^ 186L 

Brigadier-General Boaos, 

Chief of I8taft\ J)e])ariment Jleadquarters: 

General: L am in receipt of information from Major-General Whar¬ 
ton, dated 19tli instant, to the ehect that large numbers of men from 
Walker’s and Poliguac’s divisions have deserted (200 from the latter 
with arms). At tlie suggestion of General Wharton I have directed 
(*avalry to be distributed at the various ferries from (Jotile to Grand 
Ecore to intercept the deserters. Tf you liave any troops disposable 
for similar service between Grand Ecore and Shrevei)ort 1 would re¬ 
spectfully re(piest that they be so employed. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

B. BUCKNER, 

Major-General^ Commanding. 


Shreveport, La., August 21,186L 

PjiESlDENT OP THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 

Bichmondj Va.: 

Sir: I have the honor to report that the general commanding the 
department has been sick for the last ten days with an attack of acute 
dysentery. Being very weak, he directs me to write you as follows: 

I was very much surprised at r(‘<‘<‘iving your trOrmr.'r v‘i'.';t uo order 

was on file directing the infantry of iny commc"*! n* ui'( 'pr" River. 

Your telegram implies that I bUould have followed the enemy's troops lately operat- 
ingj in this department, and that I was expected to so em})l()y my forces as to prevent 
him at least from i - ,' ' ■ t’ c armies of Grant and Shciinau. 

I heg leave to si- ' ■ iiig r(?Mun<5 of events which have transpired since 

■hiy arrival in this deiiartment, as also mj’’ plans for the last campaign, and the reasons 
wiiy I was unable to detain hmger the armies opposed to mo: 

After I reached the department, and before I could become fully acquainted with 
the character and position tif tin-1"...-!.-. thi o])oratious against Vichshurg and I'ort 
Hudson absorbed all my ,■! n P.-sr.' lirst raid, in which he overpowoied 

General Taylor at Camp Bialand, sweiit through tlie most productive portions of 
Louisiana and caused the loss of our worhs controlling the navigation of the Rod 
River and Atchafalaya. This was subordinate to th(‘ inv(‘stment of Port Hudson, 

I made the host dis])ositiou I could of my troops to ahl in th<‘ relief of Vicksburg 
and Port Hudson. 

General Taylor, with Walker’s division <lrawn from Arkansas, moved secretly up 
the Tensas in transports, an-l I.ird’v.j . few miles from where Grant crossed the Mis¬ 
sissippi River, a^teinx^tcd a <6 , ux>ou his communications. The cnterprisi^ 
succeeded, hut did md luo^bin- the important results snitioiputed, (rraut ha^iugpro- 
viously acquired a base (»f •-iippli(‘s upon tbo Yazoo River. 

General Taylor now moved into the La Foureho eonutry, where he operated suc¬ 
cessfully in iut<‘rrupting the navigation of the Mississip))i Jiiver betweim Port Hud¬ 
son and Now Orleans. His 3 )ositiou became perilous after the fall of J^ort Hudson, 
and he recrossed Berwick Bay. 

(tenoral Holmes rexiortod that it was praeticahlo for him to take Helena, ami x)er- 
mission was given him to attem]>t it. Tho position was uiiHU(‘cessfully assailed on 
the 4th of July. Tlie enemy subse(picntly advanced, Gimeral Price abandoned Lit¬ 
tle Rock, and our forces fell back to Camden. 

In the fall of 18G8 the enemy made two attempts upon Texas. In the first he 
lauded at the mouth of the 8abiue, whore, by the gallantry of a single company 
occupv'ug a small fort, he was beaten, two of ins aL- . .■-1. and his design 

in.?:iMno. Ho then concentrated .a column at B . I!.,. :: season of low 

water, intending to xiroeeod along the coast, drawing his sux>i)lies from its numerous 
inlets. I met this by placing Magrud<‘r’8 small f()r<*e at tlu‘ Sabine, holding Taylor 
on his flank. The latter, by avoiding a general engairotmait. while he harassed 
and menaced his coinmunications, catisod him to latiie, when by a brilliant rear¬ 
guard action General Green punished him severely. Banks then commenced his 

8 K E—voi, XLl, PT 1 ‘ 
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series of grand maneuvers upon tlie whole length of the coast of Texas. Groin^xal 
Green’s ^vision was transferred to Galveston and the mouth of the Brazos to meet 
a powerful force landed on Matagorda Peninsula. Throughout the winter General 
Magruder was occupied in foiliug il'(‘ designs of the enemy, who, numerically, was 
greatly his superior. 

This brings me to the point of time when the spring canipaign opened, and 1 beg 
you to remark the position of the opposing forces. My lines extended from the Indian 
Territory, through Arkansas, to the Mississippi and down to the month of the Red 
River, thence by the Atchnfjilaya to Berwick Bay, and fcom thence by the coast to 
the Colorado. A small body of trooi>s was engaged in observing the enemy at 
Brownsville. My forces wc^re massed in three principal bodies, to wit, under Ma¬ 
gruder, opposite Banks, on Matagorda Peninsula; under Price, confronting Steele; 
under Taylor, holding the lower Red River. 

The immense transportation of the enemy admitted of his taking the initiative 
with his entire force at any moment against any portion of my extended linos, 
while my limited trans])ortatiou and the wide distances which sox)arated my com¬ 
mands made it impossible to eftect rapid concentration or assume the oifensivo. My 
only alternative was to wait the development of the enemy’s plans, to retire before 
him until I oifected my concentrations, and to endeavor to maneuver to throw the 
principal mass, if not iny whole force, '. . of his columns. 

As I wrote you in the fall of 1863,1' ^ ‘ i that the line of Red River would 

he the line of his priucii)al attack, hecause, as I thou said, when the water rose so as 
to admit "* l.n could employ his powerful naval armament in coiijuuctiou 

■with the .: ■ I \.■ ■ :.■ ■.T • ifantry column. In accordance with this view, I had estab¬ 
lished last fall subsistence and forage depots along the'roads i barren 

country between Texas and Red River and between Camden and Ns.i (I. i"• 

I omitted to state that I had been obliged to keep a force in the Indian Territory 
to hold in check several thousand men under Thayer at Fort Smith, and to cover 
Northern Texas, filled with disloyal people. The water in the bf'cxu"u’’'£: of Febru- 
f!v\ l.n'uL'in a stage to admit gun-boats into Red River, Gemr.ii suddenly 

Tr.'.ji-rc his force to New Orleans and Bervick Bay, leaving hut 6,000 or 8,000 
men in Mnt.icroril.’ Pen insula, who subsequently joined him at Alexandiia after the 
retreat «!•' Between the 21st and 26th of February I directed General 

Magruder to hold Green’s division in constant marching order. On the Cth of March 
the division was ordered to move with dispatch to join General Taylor, who was 
em])arrassed for want of cavalry. On the 12th of March a body of 8,000 or 10,000 
men, composed of portions of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps, under « 
General A. J. Smith, moved down from Vicksburg to Simsport, and ‘^ii.bQnqnently 
advanced with such celaity on Fort De Russy, taking it in reverse, I'miI (n-m.r.'l 
Taylor was not allowed time to concentrate and cover this most important work, onr 
only means of arresting the progress of the gun-hoats. The fall of the work and 
the immediate movement of the enemy by means of his transports to Alexandria 
Xdaeed General Taylor in a very situation. He extricated himself, 

with his characteristic tact, by a iri.u < i' ci . • uty miles through the ])ino woods. 

Banks now pressed forward from Berwick Bay by the lino of the Tcche, and by 
the aid of steamers both on the Mississippi and Rod Rivers concentrated at Alex¬ 
andria a force of 30,000 men, su]>ported by the most powerful naval armament 
ever employed on a river. 

As soon as I had received intelligence of the debarkation of tbe enemy at Sims¬ 
port, I ordered General Price to dispatch his entire infantry to Shreveport, and 
General Maxey to move toward Price, and when Steele advanced, to join Price witli 
his whole command, Indians included. The cavalry east of the Ouachita was directed 
to fall back toward Natchitoches and suhso(j[ueutly to oppose, as far as possible, 
the advance of the enemy’s licet. It was under command of General Liddell. All 
disposable infantry detachments in Texas were directed on Marshall; and although 
the enemy still had a force of several thousand on the coast, I reduced the numl)oi’ 
of men holding the defenses to an absolute minimum. General Ma jrrn'l. r’'- 
report shows that but 2,300 men were left in the entire District of 'I exa*' I! • p. 
these, every effective soldier in the department was put in front of StO(ilo or in suj)- 
j)ort of Taylor. When this was accomj>lished the disparity in numbers was Iright- 
ful, Taylor had at Mansfield, after the junction of Green, 11,000 effectives, witli 
5,000 infantry from Price’s army in one day’s march from him at Keachie. Price, 
with 6,000 or 8,000 cavalry, was engaged in impeding the advance of Steele, whose 
column did not number less than 15,000 of all arms. 

Bankg pushed on to Natchitoches. It was expected he would bo detained there 
several days in accumulating supplies. Steele, on the Litfele Missouri, and Banks, 
at Natchitoches, were either hut about 100 miles from Shreveport or Marshall. 
The character of the country did not admit of their forming a junction above Nat¬ 
chitoches, and if they advanced equally I hoped by refusing one to fight the other 
with my whole force. It seemed probable at this time that Steele would come up 
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first. Wlicn ho readied Prairie D’Aiio two routes wer(‘ open to liiui—tlui one to IVtar- 
shali crossing the river at Fulton, the other direct to Slireveiiort. 1 < oo-mukohIi 
iield i^rice’s infantry a few days at Shreveport, when Steele’s hesitation and the 
reports of tiio advance of Banks^ cavalry caused mo to move it to Keadiie, a point 
twenty miles in rear of iMansfield, on the road where it divides to go to Marshall and 
Shreveport. It was directed to report to General Taylor. I now visited and con- 
f(‘rred with General Taylor. Neither helievt'd that Banks could get advanced his 
infantry across the liarreii country stretching between Natchitoches and Mans¬ 
field. X returned to Shnweport and wrote to General Taylor, iii-iriu iiug him to 
choose a position in which lo fight, and move a reconiiaissanoo in torco aufl compel 
the enemy to display his infantry; io notify mo as soon as lie had done so, and I 
would join him in *1he front. 1 hoped to derive an ohumuii of morale from the 
arrival of Churchiirs command and my own presence at th(‘ moment of action. The 
r<‘eonnaissance vas convert<‘d into a decisive eng-ageiiKmt with the advance corps 
of the enemy (a porlion of the Thirteenth and his ca\alry), Jind hy the rare intre- 
]>idity of Mouton’s division resulted in a coiujdete victory over the for(*(‘s engaged. 
General Taylor pushed forward his trooi>s in ]uirsnit, imd, engaged, and npnlscd 
the Nineteenth Corps, which was hastening- to the sup]»ort of tli(‘ Thirteenth 
Corps. Price’s infantry came nil from Keachie that night. 'The next n orninir onr 
whole army advanced and found the enemy in position at JMeasant Hill. < >iir rn»i>ps 
attacked with vigor and at first with success, Init hy a superiority of miinhers were 
tinally repulsed and thrown into confusion. The Missouri «and Arkansas troops, 
with a lirigacle of AValker’s division, were hroken and scatter(‘d. The enemy reoov- 
(‘i-ed cannon which wo had captured, and two of our ])i('C(‘s wm-o J(‘ft in his hands. 
To my great relief I found in the morning that the en(‘my had fallen hack during 
the night, lie continued liis ridreatto (rraiid Ecorc, wlior(‘ h(‘ intrenched himself 
and remained until the return of his fleet and its passage over th(* bars, made espe¬ 
cially difficult this season by the nnnsiial fall of th(‘ river. The question may bo 
asked why the enemy was not ])ursued at once. 1 answer, because our troo]>s wore 
completely paralyzed by the repulse at Pleasant Hill, ami Hie cavalry, worn by the 
long march from Texas, had been constantly engaged for throe days, almost without 
food or forage. 

Before we could reorganize at Mansfield and got into condiHon to advance over the 
fifty-five miles of the wihhu’uesb which separated the armies, th(^. enemy wiis re-en¬ 
forced and intrenched at Grand Ecorc. If wc could not whip him at Pleasant Hill 
ill a fair fight, it would have heeu madness to ha% o atta(*ked him at Grand Ecorc in 
his iutreuclimonts, supported by a formidable fleet of gun-boats. No sustained oper¬ 
ations for '' • liim could lie undertaken, because it v as imjiossible to trans¬ 
port suppl ■ ■ entire a rmy from Shreveport, distant 100 mil(‘S. The enemy held 

possession of the riv(‘r until he evaeuated Grand Ecorc. A largo stoani-boat which 
had been sunk in tbe iiarrowisst part of tlie ebannel for the ]mrpos(‘ of obstructing 
the v.,"> ■■ . of this tieid had to be removed before the, river could again be 

usee. !■: ■■ ■■ tlic most ])er]>loxiug movement of th(‘camimign tome. JShonld 

I with the hulk of my forces pursue Banks until li<^ bfit the R<‘<1 River Valley, or 
should I march against Steele, who threat omul my ilepols and workshops, the'loss 
of which would well nigh have eloscid operations in this department? I determined 
upon the latter, and for the following reasons: 

I have stated that my original plan W'as, if ]iossible, to mass my wdiole foree 
against a single cohnmiof the cuimiy. This lia<l lieeii done succe'ssfulI,y against 
Banks. Steele was still slowly a-'■ i-.a fp-m the Little Missouri to tlie Prairie 
D’Aiie. I deemed it imprudent t-- i*-. Ii below Grand Eeore and leave fiteelo 
so near ^Shreveport. Were I alile to throw Banks across the Atchaialaya. the liiirh 
water of that stream w^onld arrest my further iirogress. If Red River 'coni imnul to 
fall it seemed x>robable that Banks would )>e eompellod to withdraw to Alexandria. 
It was hoped that the falls would detain him there until Ave could finish Steele, when 
the entire force of the department would he free to ()])erate against him. 

I c(»nfidently hoped that if 1 could reach KSteeh^ with iny infantry to boat him at a 
distance from his de])ot, in a poor country, and -with my'large caivalry force destroy 
his army. The prize would have been the Arkansas Valh^y and the ibrtifications of 
Little Rook, now too strong to be taken by either sicgi^ or assault with any force at 
my command. By the time my infantry rcaclnul SUr<‘V(‘port Steole had moved by 
his left flank to Camden. Ho hold the fortifications we had constructed there. 
They wore strong, 

I could not think of allowing Steele time to osiablisb himself finally in Camden. 
I moved upon the x>lace. Tbe enemy abandoned it. I pursued, overtook, and beat 
him at the Saline. I failed to Uiceomplish what 1 bad reasonably hoped for. but suc¬ 
ceeded in driving St(‘elc from tlie valley of the Onaobita, with signal loss of men and 
material, and loft myself ir<‘e to move, my entire force to tbe support of Taylor. 

After tlio enemy left (iraud Ecore, G<moral Taylor attacked his roar at Cloiitier- 
ville, while a pai*t of his force held his front in chock at MonetPs i^orry. 
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General Taylor's force was too weak to warrant the hope that he conhl suceoss- 
fnlly impede the march of Banks’ colnnm. After the latter roa<‘hed Alexandria 
Taylor transferred part of his command to the river holoAV Ah‘xandj’ia, and with 
nnx)araIloled audacity and great ability so operated on tlie enemy’s giui-hoats and 
transports as to com])el him, with a force quadruple his own, to abandon that im- 
l)ortant iiosition. 

A temporary rise in Red River enabled Admiral Porter to get his deet’ over th<‘ 
Falls. ITad he delayed but one week longer our whoh' infantry would have l)ecn 
with Taylor. ■*“ 

Some idea may be formed orth<‘ (diarachu- of our operations when it is stated that 
Walker's division, from the 0 })<‘ri'’g of the campaign at ISiuisport to the time of its 
arrival at Alexandria, a peric': lU aiami t^vo months, marched 700 miles and fought 
throe pitched battles. 

■:; r * « been received that A. J. Smith’s command was proceeding up 

the . . !,•■., >■. I threw Marmaduke across from C-amden to dispute its xwog- 

ress. He attacked the fle(‘t, disabled or destroyed three of its boats, compelled it 
to bait and land its infantry, which he engaged for several hours. 

Here ends a <*ampaign in Avliich, with a force of 25,000 men, all told, in the eutir<‘ 
department, I drove back whence they came armies 60,000 strong, snpi)orted l)y an 
enormous fleet. ' !• _ iinmenso loss in hoth men and material. It is not difflcult 
to understand i' • . r ■ close my forces required rest and reorganization. 

Banks’, or rather Caiiby’s, army remained for some time at Morganza, a sirongly 
fortified position, and occux)ied at this time by a large force. The Atchafalaya still 
a horded snfliciont water for the use of gun-boats, no operations could ke undertakoii 
across that stream. 

Yon say that I should have followed the movements of the enemy. This w'as 
simx>ly impossible. The Nineteenth Army Ooips was sent to Now York or Washing¬ 
ton. The portions of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Corps, under A. J. Smith, w^oro 
withdrawn to ]\rcm])his, delayed, as I have said, ibr a few days hy Marmaduke, 
while the Thirteenth Corps w^as dissolved by order of Mr. Lineoli . F . ^ h-., ■■ . 
Louisiana, so far as wc could ascertain, the re-enlisted men of the 'i . ( n:j.. 

and the Corps D’Afriqne. 

I should have mentioned that l)y a ca]>ture(l dispute*h it w’as asccM'iaincd that th<* 
command of A. J. Smith r(‘ceived on the 5th of April orders to immediately Join Slun*- 
man at Vicksburg. The operatioi • ■ " T. ■■■ * 1 1?ed River and Mannaclukc* on the 

Mississippi prevented Smith from ■ » • ■ • ' '» movemonb until the middle of June*, 
or for a period of more than sixi^^v days. 

1 had not suflicioiit reason to believe that there reinaiued a largo forc<‘. disposable 
for an attack on Mobile. How could I employ my command so as to attract a larg(^ 
force from either Sherman or Grant, or prevent a movement on Mobile if First, no 
demonstration could be made on New Orleans l)ecausc of the Mi8sissii>]>i River. Any 
operations in the La Fourche country would necessarily be hazjirdous wdtb tbc enemy 
at Morgauza; would have been barren of military results; W'ouhl have ravaged a 
country from Avhich we should have been obliged to withdraw whenever the water 
rose. 

In the second place, if I had seized a|)omt on the Mississippi River with n vi<‘w of 

■ F ■ enemy to send a large force to dislodge mo the attcmiit would have 

■ ■ 1 * ! I had had guns snllicieiitly heavy to contend wdth iron-dads. Had I 

had these my entire army 'would have been committed to tluur deiens<^, and the 
ultiimate result would ]>rol)ably have been a repetition of th<‘ Vicksburg and Fort 
Hudson aifairs. 

Th<'ro remained a third plan, viz, to x>ush a large cavalry forc(‘ into Missouri and 
supx>orfe the movement by occupying my infantry in operations against Steele. 
Should he weaken himself to defend Saint'Louis I might jiossihly take his works at 
Little Rock, Fine Bluff, and DevalFs Bluff, and recover the Slate of Arkansas, If 
he xmoved too strong for mo I would beat hand to help Frice extricat<‘ himself in 
case of failure or disaster. This plan I was i)utting in exo(*uti<)n, and had it nob 
been for the telegrams of Generals Bragg and Lee, herewirb indosed, my infantry 
would have been now in the Arkansas Valley and Frice would have beeu (‘uieriug 
Missouri. 

1 have written thus at length in advance of my reporl, delayed hy being unable 
to get the reports of my suhordinate commanders, because I h‘am that my policy 
and ])lans have been much discussed at Richmond, and that it has beeu (diargod tlia't 
but for my errors much more imiiortaut results would hnv<5 been acihieved. In this 
coimection I have only to lemark that 1 have hiin'-'<tly done what app(*ared to m<^ fo 
bo right and ])r(»per. I claim that my < 'mu'- lave resulted in great sii<*c<'SseH, 

and beg to doubt wheth(‘r more could have been accomplished uiuhu* a dillerent 
systoni of’ optu'a lions. 

Certain it is that my h(‘arf overflowed with thankfulness wli(‘n 1 ronUz<‘d the 
fact that the valor and good (‘onduct of the oflicers and men of my command had 
enabled me to oi)X)ose and overcome the vast armies moving against im*. 
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I care not lor th(‘ censure of those Avlio allogo that 1 ba\6 exhibited a Avant of 
(‘apacity. You, Air. President, have Iionorcd me Avith your eoniideiico, of Avhioh 1 
am proud. I be.i>' if at any time X lose this that you Avill relieA'e me of the weighty 
responsibilities Avith which I am uoav intrusted. I Avili always gladly serve in any 
other liold or position to Avhieli you may see lit to assign me. 

I am, very respectfully, your obeclieiit servant, 

8. A. SMITH, 

Medical Director General Rospifalu^ Trans-Mississippi Department 


Clinton, La., Angust ^2, ISGi. 

(\"ia Mobile.) 

General Braxton Bragg-: 

Dispatch just received from General Taylor, dated Harrisonburg, 
August 18. * He desires me to inform you that he considers the move¬ 
ment of troops across the river impracticable. Miglit be done five [m*] 
when the river is at its lowest stage and above Vicksburg. At present 
the movement simply keeps the troops attempting it idle, ^Wishes 
yonr further instructions on the subject as soon as possible and asks if 
he himself must now cross without troops. 

TIIOMA8 BUTLEB. 


fluclosuro No. 24.) 

Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

f^Iirevepo}% La,, August 22,1804, 

Lieutenant-General Taylor, 

Harrisonburg, La,: 

General : You will immediately susx)end the movement of the troops 
across the Mississi])pi River. The two infantry divisions under your 
command will be marched without <lelay and take position near Mon¬ 
roe, La., oil the Ouachita. You are yourself relieved from the command, 
and will proceed a(*ross the Mississippi River in (‘omidiauce with the 
telegram of General Coo])er, dated Richmond, July 18,18G4, a copy of 
which is herewith inclosed. 

By command of General E. Kirby 8mith: 

W. R. BOGG8, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Htaff. 

(Sub inclusurc.] 

MONTOOMKIiY, r/«?i/ Iftd-L 

Colonel Gobeb, or 
CoMMANDiN(} Officer: 

►Send following (liHi)atcli at one*' lo (Tt'iu'ral E. Kirby Binitli: 

Riciimonj), Jnhj IS, 1864, 

Goneral E. K. SiAirnr: 

The President directs that you will order Lieut. Geu. Dick Tuylor (if his services 
can he dispensed with in the Trans-Mississiiipi Department) io this side of the Mis¬ 
sissippi River, Avith instru(*tions to re])ort to this oUiee by telegraph from the nearest 
telegraph station in conmmuicatioii Avith Richmond. 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector^Genei'ah 


8. D. LEE* 
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riEAP(,)FAPTEPH TjlANS-MlSHU^SlPPI DEPARTMENT, 

IShrevej)orf^ La,, Aiignat IHhl, 
Maj. Geii, H, B. Buokneh, OommamUng^ tlr. : 

General: In reply to your letter (Eo, 10G7) dated August 20 I 
am direeted by the geueral eoiamaiidiiig to say that you bad best send 
word at oiiee to the eoiinnaiid that tbey are not to cross tbe river; also, 
to Lave tbe lueu intercepted informed to tbe same ef[e(*t, and that if 
tbey will return at once to duty no notice will betaken of tbeir absence. 

I remain, general, very resi)eetfully, your obedient servant, 

W. 11. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-Oeneral and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

Shreveport^ La., Avgnst ^2, 1804. 
Major-General Buckner, Commanding, Ase.: 

General: Tbe general commanding directs me to inclose berewitb 
tbe copy vd* a letter to Lieutenant-General Taylor,^ and to direct that 
you make disposition for tbe maintenance of tbe troops near Monroe; 
that you will find a large amount of sup])lies can be drawn fi*om tbe 
Ouacbila and Bartbolomew. Parsons’ brigade lias already be(ai ordered 
to tbe District of Arkansas, and tliat two brigad(\s of Major’s division 
directed to bold themselves in readiness to march in tbe same direction 
as soon as tbe movement across tbe Mississippi bad been edec'ted. 11 
is not advisable to take General Bagby from bis division. Tbe senior 
officer can command M<ijor‘’s <livision, which should move immediately 
in tbe neighborhood ot Monticello, and there report to the commanding 
officer of tbe Distri(*t of Arkansas, General Wharton should a(‘(*oin- 
pany tbe division and take command of all tbe cavalry in tbe District 
of Arkansas, 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

.W. B. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


riARRiSONBURa, Angust 25, 180 i. 

Maj. Gen. S. B. Buckner, 

Commanding District of West Louisiana: 

General: I rec'eivcHl last night dispatch tVoni General Bragg, dated 
Rb'bniond, August 22, as follows: 

rio( cod to Molidiaii, Ihe h(‘ad(]LUJO*tors of yonr dopartmoni, where afcah* and ordens 
a wad you. Ahairs at Moinle re(pure ])rompt «‘wid immediate utteutiou; a <>icat need 
of votoraii tioops here. No enemy, liiil ji few negroes, lemaiii in New Oilcans. 

The following dispatch bus also been received by me: 


RicnM< )Ni), .f u{/ust i A 1%{. 

(Japt. Thomas Butler, 

Aide-de-Camp: 

He should cross imm(‘diately and enter at once on his new command. Hi' (*an aid 
the tioops as well from this side as the other. Give prompt not ifnaition. llis aides, 
adjutant-j^eneral, and inspector-general may aeeonij)any him. 

BRAXTON BRAGCb 


Col. I. P. Harrison, commanding ISub-District of North Louisiana, 
was with me last night. He submitted to me bis plan, tb(‘ <*orresi)ond- 
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(Mice, &e., 1 dative to getting possession of tlie Federal gun-boats. A 
Xiossibility exists that it may be siiecessfiiL As tlie matter will be 
developed in a few days at tbe farthest, I shall await the result and 
cross such troops as it may be possible. In the meantime the forces 
have been removed to points where they will be in povsition to avail 
themselves of any opportunity which may present itself. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

K. TAYLOR, 

Lienteyiant- General. 


P. S.—I send you latest dispatches from other side of the river, just 
received. 


R, T. 


Kiuk’s Fekry, August ^7, ISGi . 

Maj. Gen. S. B. Buckner, 

Commanding the District of Western Louisiana: 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com¬ 
munication of the U4th instant, inclosing copies of orders fi^om the head¬ 
quarters of the Trans-Mississippi Department. 

I forwarded to you from Harrisonburg, on the 25th instant, copies of 
dispatches from the War Department, setting forth the urgent need of 
veteran troops at Mobile, and at the same time I wrote you as to the 
possibility of effecting the movement of crossing, depending upon the 
success of the gun-boat scheme of Col. I. F. Harrison. 

If the scheme is successful and the plan can be carried out, it will 
be attempted on Wednesday night, 31st instant. To-day I shall be 
enabled to decide as to making the attempt. Should it be abandoned 
to-day, the troops will move to-morrow on tlie road between the Oua¬ 
chita and Tensas (an abandoned country) to Monroe, and if the attempt 
fail on Wednesday night, the troops will be in such position that they 
can at once move under the command of Major-General Wharton to 
Monroe by the route above indicated. I trust I shall see you in this 
vicinity before Wednesday. If the troops cannot be crossed at the 
time mentioned I shall at once proceed to the other side of the Missis¬ 
sippi River. 

I am, general, ^'ery res])ectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. TAYLOR, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Armies of the Confederate States, 

Elchmond^ 8ej)teml)er 3j 1861. (Received October 18.) 
General B. Kirby Smith, * 

Commanding^ (&e.: 

General : I am directed by General Bragg to inclose a copy of a 
telegram fruni Lieutenant-General Taylor, dated Harrisonbui'g, La., 
August 25,1801. You will please report any and every action you 
may have taken in regard to General Taylor’s movements since the 
orders sent him from these headquarters in July last, and send copies 
of your orders. 

I am, general, very respectfiiUy, 

JKO. B. SALE, 
Colonel and Military Secretary* 
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llARBisoNBUita, La., Auyust ^5^ 18bL 

(Yia Clinton and Mobile 31st.) 

General B. BBAao: 

I would have been over four weeks ago but was positively Ibrbiddt^i 
by the department coniniauder, General E. Kirby Smith, 

11. TAYLOE, 

Lmitenant- General. 


SEADQtTARTERt^ DISTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 

Alexandria. Hentember /A 7<S6/. 

Brig'. Gen. W. E. Boaos, 

Chief of Staff, Shreveport, La.: 

General: I received your comniuni(‘ation with reterence io the 
deserters from Walker’s and Polignae’s divisions suggesting* that it 
might be well to offer at once a pardon to the offenders. After visiting 
the troops and conferring with the commanders, I am satisfied that 
such a coui'se at present would destroy the discipline of tlie cojumand. 
The cases were more flagrant than I thought or than you have been 
led to supiiose, amounting in at least one instanc<^ to an'o]>eu mutinous 
outbreak under arms, encouraged, as it is believed, by a few offl(*ers. 
The ringleaders are being tried. In the punishment awarded it will be 
]>roper to make a distinction between the captured and those who vol¬ 
untarily surrendered, and I will make that distiiuffion in acting upon 
the sentences. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

S, B. BUOKNEE, 

Major- Genera /, ( Commandhuj. 


Eioumonu, Ya., Sexktember 13,18b L 
Hon. J. P. BENJAlVtlN: ^ 

After an examination of the correspondence between General E, 
Kirby Smith and Lieut. Gen. E. Taylor, on the subject of crossing 
troops from the District of Western Louisiana, as I'equested by you, at 
the instance of the President, 1 have the honor to submit the follow 
ing statement relative to the command of those troops, and especially 
of Walker’s division: 

On the 31st of July General Smith wrote to Lieutenant-General Tay¬ 
lor on the subject, and used the following language: ^'■1 have left it 
optional with General Walker to resume the (*ommand of his old divis¬ 
ion or remain in this department.” 

On the 1st of August General Smith wrote to General Walker sug¬ 
gesting the propriety of his taking temporary command of the troops 
to aid in the crossing of tlumi under General Taylor, but leaving this 
optional with him. Of this last letter (August 1) General Taylor 
received no copy—it was a Icffter from the department to the district 
commander. 

On the 3d of August General Walker was ordered from department 
headquarters to assume command of the District of Texas, Kew MOaX- 
ico, &c. On the 8th or 9th of August Major-Genei’al Porney was 
ordered by General B. Kirby yinith to the command of Walker’s 
division. 
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()jL the LIJtIi of .VngiRst (iciienil Smith wiote to (Teiieml Taylor 
inforininp: him that Gcmeial Forney left Shreveimrt this morning 
lor rlic [nirpose of taking command of Walker’s old division; and 
further, I (Geneial Smith) have just received information which has 
led me to believe that if General Forney assiunes command of that 
division serious dilhculty will arise. If my apprehensions are Avell 
grounded, as soon as the troops reach the east bank of the Mississippi 
iiiver you will relieve him irom command of the division and order liim 
to report to lKi(*hmond.” 

On the lAth of August Lieutenant-General Taylor wrote to General 
Smith, in answer to the letter of the 12th, setting forth the impropriety 
of placing General Forney in the command, under the circumstances, 
and the embarrassment which would resuli Irom carrying out Generai 
Smith’s instructions in r(^gard to that ohicer; also urging the policy 
and propriety of placing General AValker in command of the division. 

Copies of these letters are in the hands of (leneral Bragg, 
r am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WJLL.M. LEVY, 

Asfit, A/ljt. and Tnsp. Gen.^ Htaff of Lieutenant-General Taylor. 


[Iiidoistmeut | 

Septemueb 15, 1804. 

Eespectfully referred to the President. 

It seems that General Smith, after writing to General Taylor on the 
31st of July, left it o])tional with General Walker, by bis letter of the 
1st of August, whether he should take command of his old division, 
and then on the 3d of August countermanded all he had done and 
sent General Walker to Texas. 

J. P. BENJAMIK 


General 1>. Bragci : 


Selma, Oetoher /, IHhi. 


I have just as(*ertaiued that General E. Ivirby Smith issued an order 
pardoning all the men who deserted from hisai’iny wlnui ordered across 
the river. This after J had (*aptured most of tin* deseiters. Under 
these circumstam'es it seems to me to h<^ mseless to send fixrther orders 
to (TOSS the troops. 

P. TAYLOP, 

Lie ufena n f-Genera U 

fPiTMt iiHloiNPment 1 


Headquarters Armies of the (’onpedekate States, 

Richmond, October 5, iHOt, 
Uesi)ectfiilly submilted to the ScMTctary of War. 

This unfortunate order renders any further attempt to itoss the 
trooi)s useless. 


PPAXTON LRAGG, 

GeneraL 


ISmmd [ 


October r>, 18C4. 

14eHj)0(*tfnlIy siihiuitted lo the PivKident (or his <‘oiisirlei'atioji and tbi' 
instructions. 


J. A. SEDDOlir, 
Secretary of ti-Vn’. 
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I'Lhinl HKloiseiiH nt ) 

Beoretary of War: 


Oc^TOBEll T, 18()4. 


l-ieqiiire General Smith to explain his concIiK't. As set forth it is a 
Xn*eiiiium to desertion, for the pnqiose of evading* an order to cross the 
river in pursuit of the enemy, and sustains the idea of detending a sec¬ 
tion of the Confederacy at the expense of the cause for which the States 
are associated. 

JEFFX DAYIS. 


[Fninlli iiidor^eiiM 111 I 


Adjutant-General : 


October 10, 1804. 


Address to General Smith the inquiries suggested by the President’s 
indorsement. 

J. A. SEDDOK, 
hieeretemj of War, 

[Filth intloi«iemoiit ] 


Adjutant and iNtsPEOi’OR General’s Officis, 

October 13^ 166 L 

Eespeetfully referred to General E. K. Smith for repoid under the 
indorwseineut of the President. 

By order of Adjutant and Inspe(*tor Ckmeral: 

JOHN W. EIELY, 

^ I ss hi a at Acljat ant-Genera L 


[Si\th iiidoiscuiLnt ] 

Head(^uarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

Wtreveportj December 6, 1661. 

Eevspeetfully returned. The within is a misrepresentation. There 
was no order published either by myself or any subordinate commander 
l)ardomng all or any of the men who deserted when the troops wore 
oi‘dered across the river. Prompt measures were taken to arrest and 
punish the deserters. The ringleaders were tried, eonvi(*ted, and shot. 
In acting on any communication i)ersonal to myself from General Tay¬ 
lor I beg the President to lemeinber that General Taylor’s systematic* 
misrepresentation of my motives and ac^ts exhibit a violence and i)reju- 
dice restrained neither by resi)ect tor himself nor his superiors. 

E. ICIEBY SMITH, 

General. 


SnREVEPORT, October 8^ 1661. 

His Excellency tlie President op the Confederate States: 

The crossing of the troox)s having failed after every ettbrt, they were 
moved into Arkansas in sui)i)ort of Price’s exi)edition into Missouri. 
Dispatches foiwarded August 28 and September 18 explain fully. 
This has caused the enemy to wsend fi*om Mobile and Tennessee over 
20,000 men, who now occupy a menacing attitude, requiiing all my ibrc'C 
to oppose them. Canby has assumed the offensive on the Atchaialaya 
with a force of near 8,000, and Steele, re-enforced, is making demonst}*a- 
tions with over 20,000 in Arkansas. If the necessities east oi* the* Mis¬ 
sissippi are so ui*gent as to require sacrifices 1 would recomincTid that 
all the troops in this department be ordered across, and that no hali‘ 
measures be adopted endangering the loss of this department without 
giving substantial aid to the army east of the river. 

E. K. SMITH, 

Gen era 1, Co m m a n d huj. 
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War Department, (J. IS. A., 
Biclimonil^ 17f., December 7, 1664. 

General Hardee, Savannah: 

Transmit by the most rapid means tbe following dispatcli to General 
E. Kirby Smith: 

Geueial E. Kirby Smith, Shreniwrt: 

If cable cioss tioops to aid General Hood or divert forces from operating 
against him in Tennessee. If crossing he imprarticable, can >on not make some di- 
veision to withdraw tioojis of the enemy to the Trans-Mississippi? VVe hiive intelli¬ 
gence that Steele, with 15,000 men, had reached Mennihis .ind was xnoceeding to aid 
Thomas, commanding the enemy ^s opei at ions against Hood. The camiiaign in the 
Trans-Mississipx>i has ceased or been abandoned. While the enemy f oncentiates east 
of the river the co-operation of yoiu forces should msome foim avail us, 

J. A. SEDDOK, 
J^ecretary of War. 


Eichmond, Va., December 1864. 

General E. Kirby Smith, 

(JommanAing TranH-Mlssissip^gi Department: 

General: Your letter of August 21 haw been received, and also 
copies of your coiTCwpondence with General E. Taylor relative to cross¬ 
ing the Mississippi Eiver with troops, and copies of telegrams reeidved 
from officers on this side the Mississii)])i in regard to it. I stated to you 
in a telegram of August 8 that no record was to be found in my office 
or that of the Bureau of Orders and Oorrespondenee of a dispateb 
ordering the <‘rossing ol* General Taylor’s infantry, though you had 
been called on to follow the enemy’s movements as far as practicable. 
General Bragg being at Oolumbus, Ga., and aware of my views of the 
im])ortan<*e of re-enforcements from the Trans-Mississipx)i Department, 
and authorized by me to make such arrangeineiits as tbe exigency of 
the (‘ase might require, sent a telegram to cross the infantry designated, 
and if practicable some others. Had your telegram of July 30 ad¬ 
verted to the channel of its (‘ommunicatioii it would have apprised me 
of the order having been ivssued by virtue of a general authority with, 
which 1 had invested General Bragg; but neither the telegram nor 
your letter of August 21, replying to my telegram of August 8, aiforded 
a clu(^ to that fact. It was, therefore, only on subsequ<mt investiga¬ 
tion that the manner in which you received the order was discovered. 
It is to be regretted that the withdrawal of so large a ])ortiou of the 
army of the enemy, heretofore employed in the Trans-Mississippi l)e- 
])artiuent, and their concentration against our forces on this sideof th<^ 
Mississippi Eiver with vsuch unfortunate results to us, was not either 
promptly met by the forwarding of re-enfoveements from you, or that in 
the Trans-Mississipi)i Dei)artment such vigorous measures did not rap¬ 
idly follow your victories in Ax)ril as would, have prevented the enemy 
from sending troops to re-enforce his armies elsewhere, and ])crhaps 
would have created an efrectual diversion. 

The events of last summer and fall aie known to you. The inad¬ 
equacy of the i)art of oui* forces ou the east side of the Mississippi to 
contend with those of the enemy as now again concentrated you cannot 
fail to have realized, and it is ho])ed that you will spare no efforts to 
afford assistance where it is so much needed for the maintenance of the 
common defense. Your various jn'ornotions and assignments to high 
and responsible duties furnish the best evidemn^ of my (*onliden(*e in 



124 : i.OUIfSlAISA AND THD TRAN8-MLSSLS81PPI. f<’H 4 P. LIU 

>oiiL' zeal and ability. J have not tailed to a])i)reeiate the tendeney (>t 
a eominander whose mind is properly concentrated upon the necessities 
of his own x)osition to overlook tlie wants whi(*h may exist elsewhere, 
and the i>ossibility of Jus supiilying them. We liave one cause, one 
country, and the States have been confederated to unite their power 
for the defense of each. I no more doubt now than heretofore your 
earnest desire to promote the common welfare and to sacrifice every jicr- 
sonal consideration to tliat end, and, as lieretofore, liave only sought to 
inform you of the public necessity, lelying on youi‘ patriotism as far as 
was practicable to meet it. The suijcrior numbers of the enemy render 
vigilance and rapid concentration peculiarly essential to our condition. 

Witb the hope that Divine power may endow you witli wisdom to 
see what is right, and that we may hereafter rejoice together in the final 
su(*cess of our country’s cause, and Avith my best Avishes for your per¬ 
sonal Avellare and happiness, 

I am, A^’ery respecdfully and truly, yours, 

JEFFK DAVIS. 


Eichmond, Va., Januarif SI, IShj. 
General E. Kirby Smith, Shreveport, La. : 

Since my last letter to you reiterating the proposition for you to send 
such force as you could spare to the east side of the Mississippi Ei\^er, 
the enemy has continued to Avithdraw troops from the Avest to the east 
and is now moving a large force from Tennessee to Virginia. 

Under these circumstances I think it advisable that you should be 
charged Avith military operations on both banks of the Mississippi, and 
that you should endeavor, as promptly as possible, to cross that river 
Avith as large a force as may be prudently withdrawn from youi‘ present 
department. 

Please answer immediately, that I may know what to expect. 

JEFFEESOK DAVIS. 


JULY 23-24,1864.—Operations in Eandolph County, Mo., with skirmishes at 
Allen (23d), and at Huntsville (24th). 

No. Edwm (\ Callierwood, Sixtli Missouii Stido MilUi.i Cnvnli.\. 

No. 2.—Lieut. El>ene/ei Knapp, Sev(‘uteen11i JJlinois 

J^O. 1. 

Report of Vol Edwin (\ Cafherwood, SUih Mim>nri Stale Militia 

(^avalry, 

Maoon, July hs(>L 

They are fighting at Allen. J haA^'c sent 100 men to re-enforce the 
militia. Operator says rebel re-enforcements just coming, but will 
hold out. 

E. {\ OATHEEWOOD, 

( U) lonef ( h mm a n d i n if. 

Col. O. p. Greene, 

i St ant A dj n fa ni-0 en era /. 
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Report of Lieut. Ebeuezer Knapp, /Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Glasgow, Mo., ISeptember 1, IHOi. 

General: 1 havo tho liouor to report that on Saturday, July 23, 
18()4, while vit Allen, Randolph County, Mo., in command of a detach¬ 
ment of forty men li'om this post, I was attacked by guerrillas, com¬ 
manded by Bill Anderson, with nearly donlde iny foiee. The attac'k 
was re])elled without tlie loss of any men, but with the loss of 9 Gov¬ 
ernment horses (killed) and 7 horses belonging to citizens, which had 
been i)ressed for the expedition. On the Ibllowiiig day, at Huntsville, 
Randolph County, Mo., a second attack was made on my command, in 
which 3 Governinent horses were killed or lost and 12 horses of private 
citizens lost or kill(‘d. We also lost 2 men killed—John Mcholls, 
private, Company A, Forty-sixth Jvegiment Missouri State IVEilitia, 
and John Daniels, private (b]a<*ksinith), of Coiui)any IT, Seventeenth 
Illinois Cavalry. 

T have the honor to be, vonr obedient servant, 

E. KNAPP, 

Second Lieut. Ctmipaini 6/, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry. 

Adjutant-General Thomas, 

War Department, Washington, D. (\ 


JULY 23-OCTOBER iO, 1864.—Expedition to Southwestern New Mexico. 

Report of Lieut, (^ol. Nelson Jl. Davis, Assistant Tnspeetor-GeneraL U, S* 

Army. 

1nbl»e(^tor-General’s Dept., Dept, oe New Mexioo, 

Santa Fe, N. Mex., October 17,JSbI, 
Captain: I have the honor to submit herewith for the information 
of the department commander a report of the expedition recently under 
my command, organized pursuant to instructions from department 
headquarters, dated July 21, 18G4, as auxiliary to, but indei)endent of, 
the Apache Expedition under Col. E. A. Rigg, to s(*out the southwest¬ 
ern part of New Mexi<*o, southeast border of Arizona, and along the 
boundry line between the United States and Mexico, for Indians, in 
whi(*h section of country it was currently believed many Apaches lived, 
and to wliich it was ►sup])osed others had ded in <*onse(pience of the 
(‘ampaigns against them north of the Gila River, and to examine this 
country with regard to its mineral, agricultural, and pastiiral resources, 
as well as for inilitaiy ])ur]M>M‘s. 

Leaving Santa Fe July 23, I proceeded directly to Las Cruces, 
N. Mex., and Franklin, Tex., and made upon Col. G. W. Bowie, 
commanding Distiiet of Arizona, and Maj. William McCJeave, dis¬ 
trict quaitiermaster, re(iuisitions for troops, employes, supplies, trans¬ 
portation, <&(*., necessary to organize and fit ont the expedition, 
which were i)i*omptly and satisfactorily met. The entire form was 
comprised of detaelinients which came from Sun Elizario and Frank- 
hn, Tex., from Las Cruces and Cam]) Mimhres, N. Mex., consisting 
of the following detail, viz: Cai)t, J, II. Whitlock and thirty-two 
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enlibtecl men of liis coiiii)aTiy (F), Fifth Onlifornia Voluiitcers; Secmul 
Lieut. E. Hudsoiij Fiftli California Volunteers, and thh*ty-five enlisted 
men of Company" B, same regiment; Second Lieut. J. F. Ilutcliinson, 
First California Cavalry (acting assistant (Quartermaster and assistant 
commissary of vsiihsistciice), and sixteen enlisted men oi* (Vmipanies A, 
F, G, and iM, same rc^giment; Asst. Surg. J. Q. Adams, XJ. S. Volun¬ 
teers; citizen employtjs as leamstius, herders, guides, aK:c,, vdiic^h assem 
bled at Foit Cummings, Cook’s Springs, August T), and on llie follow¬ 
ing day took up its line of mai(*h en route as follows: S<uitli to the 
Florida Mountains; thence south-southeast to the OJos los Adjuntos 
(Palomas Springs); thence west-nortliwest to Cai'rizalillo Si)ring; 
theime nearly south to Mosquito Springs; tlieiur south-southwest to 
Alamo nue(*o Mountains, and to the spiings of the same name on the 
west side of this range. Here the wagons vith a guard, under Lieu¬ 
tenant Hutchinson, lemained in camp, and two detachments with ])ack 
animals wereorganized. Witli one under Lieutenant Hudson 1 jn-oceeded 
north to and along tlie west slope of Hatchet Mountain to the uoi'th 
end, and ascended this mountain, while Ca])tain AYhitlo(*k and Doctor 
Adams with the otlier detachment ])roceedcd vest-northwest to, crossed 
the Sierra de las Animas Mountains to the Avest side of this range and 
to its north end, and on tlie vsixth day these detachments assembled at 
the Avagon camp, moA^ed fifteen miles southwest from Alamo Htieeo 
Spring as jircAu'ously ord<H’ed. From here Avith Captain Whitlock and 
a detachment I proct^cch'd to the La Sierra de los Es])uelos (Spur Moun¬ 
tains), fourteen miles distant, nearly southwest. After returning to 
<*amp the entire command moved south-southAvest to La Sierra d(‘ la 
Media (Middle Mountain); tlience nearly southeast to Palotada EiATi*. 
From here Avith Lieutenant ITutchinson and a small detachment, leav¬ 
ing the remainder of the foi(»e jn camp, E pro<‘eeded, accompanied by 
Don Juan M. Zubiran, nearly wsouth nine miles to Janos, and thenee to 
Oorralitos to obtain supplies, a competent guide, and i)rocure informa¬ 
tion respecting Indians and the country in this \dcinity. 

Don Jos4 Maria Zuloago, the proprietor of tli(‘ fiiui liacieiida of Cov- 
ralitos (many leagues of land in addition, thr(‘e silver mines being 
actively Avorked), is a gentleman of education, int(dligen(*(‘, and refine¬ 
ment, and gave us a Mendly reoeiition. He eluMndully turnislied llui 
sui)i)lies requmnl, together with much interesting information r(‘la- 
tive to the Apache Indians and that section oi‘ (*ountiy. It is Avith 
pleasure, as Avell as ti‘om a sense of duty and justice to INEr. Zuloago, 
that I state the comQAlaints made against him of selling po\vd<w ami 
lead to Indians are, to the best of my belief, AAithout foundation in 
fa<*t, and were made upon incorrect representations. Having almost 
absolute authority and jurisdiction over this part of tlui State of 
Chihuahua, he not only does not sell these articles to Indians, but 
vstiictly prohibits, so far as he is able so to do, others fimn selling ih<‘m. 
It is tor his interest, and he is anxious to have the liostile Apa(*hes 
subdued or exterminated, since his losses from their in'edatory raids 
and the expense incurred fit’orn comstaiitly keepiug anned a large num¬ 
ber of ]nen incident to their hostility, to protect his mines, trains, and 
stock, amount, as I was informed, to several thousand dollars annually. 
He expresses himself desirous of co-operating, so far as he isa])le, Avith 
the department commander of NTcav Mexi(*o in su<*h measunss as will 
subdue this savage and hostile nation of A])aches. 

Don Juan M. Zuhiran, Avho had a(*c()inpanied me on th<M\\p(Mli1ion 
to this point, and besides being a most genial (*om]r<uuon, r(‘n<lere(l 
material aid as interpreter, and in obtaining information of interest ami 
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value. His ^ervieoh are appreciated. Business deinaiids obliged him 
to separate from me at this place and return to El Paso, much to my 
regTct. 

Tlie convictions I had entertained of tlie deceptions and treach¬ 
ery oi*my guide, Julio Garcia, were confirmed by infoi'ination g'leaned 
here and at Janos. On returning to camp on Janos Eiver, to whi(*h 
point it had been moved as ordered, I found tliat this euli)rit guide had 
deserted. Another guide was employed (the best to be had), but wlio 
was imperfectly acquainted with lo(‘alities I wished to examine. From 
this camp the entire command moved via Janos down this river, which 
it followed until near the Boca Grande Mountains, where a wagon cam]) 
was established. Lieutenant Hudson, witli a detachment, directed to 
examine these mountains; Lumtenant Hutchinson and two men vsent 
to Fort Oummiiigs and Gamj) Mimbres for infantry shoes, sole leather 
for repairing’ the same, horse and mule shoe nails, &<*., while witli Cap 
tain Whitlock, Doctor Adams, and a detac^hment I proceeded via this 
river to Lake Guzman and the El Ojo Galiente, tour miles west of it, 
and thence nearly northwest and west-northwest through the range of 
mountains west of said lake to fJanos Eiver; thence nearly west, via the 
Alamo Hueco Eange, and west-northwest to Sulphur Springs, four 
miles west of Hatchet Mountain, to which point Lieutenant Hudson 
liad moved, via Mosquito S[)rings, with the wagons, and Lieutenant 
Hutchinson returned as directed, Doctor Adams, with a detachment, 
having proceeded from the river northwest and joined Lieutenant Hud¬ 
son at the last-named springs. 

From Sulphur Springs, with Captain Whitlock and a detachment, 1 
proceeded north eight miles to Agua Hueco Mountains; thence iioHli- 
noithwest along their west sloi)e; (Tossed through the range to east side, 
and thence arouiid north end and west to the wagon camp ther<^. estab¬ 
lished as ordered. In the meantime the other iiortion of the command 
moved northwest and north-northwest to the Los OJos H(^rinosos (Beau¬ 
tiful Sjirings), av hence Lieutenant Hudson witli a detachment procTiTled 
to a niouutaiii range north of La Sierra de las Animas; alter whieli he 
moved as staled to last-named camp. SevcTal days of wet weatlier, in¬ 
cluding one very heavy rain-storm, had rendeivd tlie ground soft and 
miry, and the rations on hand being only sufifi(dent to take my com¬ 
mand to the nearest military post, 1 proceeded tlieiuT east via Oarri- 
zalillo Spring, and north-nortlieavst via the Florida Mountains to Fort 
Cummings, NT. Mex,, whence the different detachmentvS were ordered 
to their pro])er stations, and I repaired to Santa ¥6 as dhected, arriv¬ 
ing on the 10th instant. 

The distance mar(*hed hy the troops comprising tliis expedition, 
from the time of leaving their resiiective stations until retiu’iiing to 
the same, Avas, by daily consultation, 1,200 miles. The scout was 
long, hot, and in many respe(*ts a hard and tedious one. All of 
the mountains mentioned, with their canons, the intermediate plains 
or valleys, and Avatcr localities, ivitli Lake Guzman and its adjacent 
countiy, were examined and searched for Indians. The ascent of 
Hatchet Mountain to its crowning pinnacle, the most lofty in this 
region of country, proved a hot, arduous, and dangerous imclertaking. 
The ascent of other mountains, and nightly examinations of rocky 
canons, were but little less arduous and difficult. Many night marches 
were made and eveiy effort taken to surjirise Indians at these various 
phuTs, should any be living or encamped thei'e, but contrary to the 
general belief and report, this vast section of country, with one cxcep- 
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tion, deserted by the \rily Apaelie; that formerly they had occu¬ 
pied it ill large numbers, the many hard and well-beaten trails that 
chequered the ])laiijs, threaded the canons, and crossed the mountains 
in all directions, with the numerous abandoned and dilapidated 
rancherias, containing relics of booty and plunder, gave ample proof. 
The exception was a band of Indians in Agua Range, and an 

occupied rancheiia in the mountains last examined by Lieutenant Hud¬ 
son, which parties 1 have reason to believe, from tlie disjiositions of my 
forces previously ordered, would have been sur])rised and severely 
chastised but for want of information withheld by my guide, Garcia, his 
willful falsehoods, unpardonable and base treachery. In this (*onneetion 
I respecthilly but urgently request that requisitions be made upon the 
Governors of Chihuahua and Sonora for the apprehension and surrender 
to the military authorities of the United States of this culprit and 
traitor, that he may be tried and punished. 

The cause of tlie abandonment of this section of country by the 
Ajiache may bo its general dryness, the absence of stock on which to 
depredate, but is principally due to the moral terror with which the 
American soldier with tlieir ^Gong arms” hav(" inspired him, and the 
tear of being killed or captured, owing to the vigorous and siu'cessful 
war which has been xuosecuted against the Apaches and Kavajos in 
this military department for the last two years. The bands lireak into 
small parties, remaining with their families a short time only in one 
place, and then generally upon high mountain or hill ranges distant 
from the water, which is required and (tarried thither by th<^ squaws. 
At the rancherias occupied as stated the Indians barely es(*aped us, 
fleeing thi'ough tlie mountains in various directions, which we exam¬ 
ined as they were pursued. One only was killed so lar as known. 

Every assistance, with the fatigues and privations of the caanpaign, 
was cheerfully rendered and borne by officers and men in the desire to 
accomplish the objects of tbe expedition. 

An almost unlimited extent of fine grazing country was ])assed over, 
sufficiently well watered to supidy the wants of sto(*;k, and large areas 
of good arable land, being of an argillaceous, argillo-areuaceous, but 
more generally of an alluvial character, and, from tlie absence of run¬ 
ning, water for the purposes of irrigation, is indifierently ada])ted to 
<*ultivation. There is a good su^iply of wood and timber on Ilatchet, 
Las Animas, Los Espuelos, La Media, and Boca Grande Mountains, 
and some on the Floridas and Alamo Hueco. The mesqiiitis sag<% 
greese wood, and ])alm exist in sufficient ([uantity upon tlu^ rolling 
plains and in tlie valleys to nu^et the ordinary wants for firewood. Tin*, 
valleys are separated by the mountain ranges, which bear generally 
north and south, but, some of them have a lateral variation more oV 
less to the east and west. A knowledge of the water localities is of 
the first importance to one traveling through this section of country, as 
they necessarily influence the routes taken and the drives or mar(ffi(is 
made daily. The permanent water consists of living springs, tiuajos 
(rainwater collected in rocky canons or arroyos), and estanqnes (water 
of some character collected in basins in similar localities or in the 
valley, hut in larger volumes). Occasionally running water is found 
in canon arroyos. 

The following is a brief description of the principal watering plac<\s 
visited on my expedition, to wit: Tinajas east side north end Florida 
Mountains, in rocky aiToyo, easily accessible, and twenty miles (rom 
Fort Cummings; water good, wood searce, grazing fair.* Blackberry 
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Spring, ten miles south last water, and east side same i*ange, in mouth 
of canon, easily accessible 5 water good, wood suiheieut, grazing fah\ 
Tinaja south end same range, tliree miles up a rough caiion, bad of 
access, and ten miles from last water; water good, ol‘limited quantity, 
wood and grazing good. Palamos Springs, in valley, being collection 
of several very large springs or i)onds, twenty-four miles from Black¬ 
berry Spring; water in some good, in others alkaline; wood scarce, 
grazingfair. Carrizahllo Spring, in rolling ground near mountain range, 
twenty-six miles from last springs; water good and abundant, little 
wood, grazing good. Mosquito Springs, in valley, twenty-four miles 
from last spring; water excellent, and abundant, wood abundant, graz¬ 
ing ordinary. Estanques in canons in Alamo Hiie(*o Mountains, six¬ 
teen miles from last springs, canons rough, and high and steep ridges 
to cross; water, wood, and grazing good. Alamo Hiiec^o Spring, west 
side, north end of this range, same distance horn Mosquito Spring; 
water good and abundant, wood abundant, and grazing good. Estan¬ 
ques; in gi‘assy arroyo, on plain east of Spur Mountains, fifteen miles 
from last spring; water abundant and good, wood several miles distant, 
grazing good, water in holes three miles east. Arroyo Creek, east 
slope Spur Mountain, fourteen miles from last water, running stream of 
excellent water; wood abundant, grazing indifferent. Tinaja west side 
Sierra de la Media, one mile up rough canon, very difficult of access; 
water good, wood abundant, grazing good; fourteen miles from last 
estanques. Paletada Eiver, in valley of rolling plain, seventeen miles 
from last tinaja; water abundant, in large detached pools, and good, 
wood abundant, grazing good; this river in liigh water runs into the 
Janos Eiver. Hence to the town of Janos, on river of same name, is 
nine miles. This river sinks in places and after its confluence with the 
Corralicos Eiver, some four miles east of the town of flanos, preserves 
the same name; thence to Lake Guzman it generally is a sluggish 
stream, winding through a very rich bottom of dark, rich soil, but 
ceases to be a running stream ere reaching the lak(\ In liigh water 
much of the bottom is overflowed. Lake Guzman, when at it, consisted 
merely of detached pools or lagunas, small in extent, marshy ground, 
and sloughs, being mouths of Janos Eiver. Ojo Oaliente, four miles 
west, is a large spring, temperature about 120°, impregnated ^slightly 
with sulphur and alkaline in taste. Oorralitos Valley is rich and 
productive. Sulphur Springs, consists of four, twenty-five miles from 
Mosquito Springs, and four miles west of Hatchet Mountain; water 
excellent, two of the springs being sulphur water^ wood abundant, 
grazing lair. Sycamore Spring, west side north end De las Ani¬ 
mas Eange, is a large spring jiroducing a creek, and some twenty-four 
miles from last springs; wood and timber abundant, grazing good,"and 
water excellent; Cook’s emigrant road from Cow Spring iiasses by it. 
Los Ojos Hermosos, consists of several springs, in the valley between 
the last named and Agua Hueco range of mountains, and arc north 
twenty-one miles from Sulphur Springs; water excellent, wood suffi¬ 
cient, grazing fair. La Playa, east of these springs, and extending 
several miles north and south, contained in places some water. Agua 
Hueco Springs, in range of same name, are twenty-six miles from Oar- 
rizahllo Spring; water abundant and excellent, wood abundant, grazing 
good. Carrizalillo Spring, water abundant and excellent, wood abun¬ 
dant, grazing good; Carrizalillo Spring by the most direct route is 
thirty miles fi:*om Blackberry Spring. 

9 B R—YOL XLI, PT I 
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Beisides the water localities above emimerated there are several 
others of a less permanent character. A portion of the country passed 
over was of an auriferous and argentiferous character, and fi?om report, 
as well as the indications exhibited from examination, I have reason to 
believe that at a ftiture day good gold placers and silver mines will be 
discovered in this part of N’ew Mexico and profitably worked. Speci¬ 
mens of ore from several localities were secured and brought in. Of 
what value they will prove tests expected soon to be made of them will 
discover. Our constant movements in search for Indians with the 
means at hand afforded little time and indifferent facilities for pros¬ 
pecting the mineral localities to much extent. The color was found in 
one or two instances when a superficial prospect for gold was made. 

Should circumstances make it advisable to establish a military x)ost 
in the southwest portion of l^ew Mexico, I think at or in the vicinity of 
Sycamore Spring is the point wliich, from its strategical position rela¬ 
tive tp Indian movements, and the facilities for obtaining supplies 
requisite for a post, possesses the best recommendations. Bears, deer, 
antelope, &e., were seen, and some killed by the men when they were 
allowed to shoot them. Eattlesiiakes innumerable infest the land, vis¬ 
ited our camps, stru(*k at us en route in the day, and by their defiant 
rattles warned us of their presence at night in oui* silent marches. 
Tarantulas, centipedes, and scorpions were not uufrequent. 

In conclusion 1 simply add that my command returned in good 
health and the animals in as good condition as when I received them. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

NT. n. DAVIS, 

' Assistant Inspector^General^ U, S. Armt/, 

Capt. B. C. OUTLEE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Department of New 31ednco, 


JULY 25-26, 1864.—Scout from Fulton, Mo. 


Report of Charles 1>. Ludwig^ Assistant TrovostAlarshal, 


'Hdqrs. Eiguith JSuB-DiSTRirT OP North Missouri, 

Oppuce Assistant Provost-Marshal, 

Fultonj 3Io,, July 1S6L 

Colonel: I have the honor to rc])ort to you that on the 2oth instant 
I learned that a gang of bushwhackers visited the house of Dr. J. M. 
Martin at 12.30 p. m. and demanded the surrender of the United States 
flag which was floating from the top of the house. I immediately sent 
out a scout under A. Kempinsky, who caught up with them on the 
26th, in the morning, and kiUed the notorious bushwhacker Cai)t. 
WiUiam Hancock and wounded Frank Eamsey, another leader of 
bushwhackers, capturing a horse, saddle and bridle, and a revolver. I 
had the honor to report this already to General Fisk. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectftilly, your obedient 
servant, 

CHAS. D. LUDWIG, 

Assistant FrovosP3[arshaL 


Col. J. P. Sanderson, 

Frov, Mar. Gen.^ JDept. of the Missouri^ Saint Louis^ Mo. 
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JULY 25-AUGUST 11, 1864.—Scout in Yell County, Ark., with skirmishes. 

Report of Goh Abraham R, Ryan^ Third ArMyisas Cavalry {Union), 

Lewisburg-, Aiujust 11^ 1861—8 a, m. 
Captain Herring has returned ft*oin an eighteen days’ scout in Yell 
County; killed the two NTewsoiia brothers. Eeports that the rebels are 
running conscripts, negroes, and captured and stolen property south 
bv way of Centre Point and Caddo Gap. 

A. H. EYANT, 

Colonel, 

Capt. C. H. Dyer, 

Assistant Adjwtant-General. 


JULY 25-OCTOBER 8, 1864,—Expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota 

Territory, 

SUMMARY Oin THJE T>RI3SrCID»JXXi JKVIiJISr'rS. 

July 28, 1864.—^Actiou at tlio Talikaliokuty Mouutaiii. 

Aug. 8-9, 1864.—Action on the Little Missouri Ri\ er. 

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John Pope, U. S. Army, commanding Dep.trtmeut of the North¬ 
west. 

2.—Brig. Gen. Alfred Sully, U. S. Army, (ommandiiig Northwestern Indian Ex¬ 
pedition. 

No. 3.—Lieut. Col. Samuel M. Pollock, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, First Brigade. 

No. 4.—Lieut. Col. John Pattoe, Seventh Iowa Cavalry. 

No. 5.—Maj. Alfred B. Brackett, Bra<‘ketPs Minnesota Battalion Cavalry. 

No. 6.—Capt. Nelson Miner, First Battalion Dakota Cavalry. 

No. 7.—Capt. Christian Stufft, Independent Company of Indian S< outs. 

No. 8.—Capt. Nathaniel Pope, Prairie Battery. 

No. 9.—Col. Minor T. Thomas, Eighth Minnesota Infantiy, commanding Second 
Brigade. ♦ 

No. 10.—Lieut. Col. Heniy C. Rogers, Eighth Minnesota Infantry. 

No. 11.—^Maj. George A. Camp, Eighth Minnesota Infantry. 

No. 12.—Col. Robert N. McLaren, Second Minnesota Cavahy, 

No. 13.—^Maj. C. Powell Adams, Independent Battalion Minnesota Cavalry. 

Ho. 1. 

Reports of Maj. Oen. John Pope^ U. J8. Army^ commanding Department 

of the JSForthwest' 

Headquarters Department of the Northwest, 

Milwaiihee^ Wis.^ October 6*, 1861. 

General : I have the honor to transmit by this mail detailed reports 
of General Sully, recounting the operations of his expedition from July 
28 (the date of his first battle on Knife Eiver with combined tribes of 
Sioux) to September IJ. 

You will perceive that at the (crossing of tlie Little MiKSsouri, on his 
route to the Yellowstone, Sully had another severe battle, at which the 

'' Sec also expedition fromJB’ort Rice, Dak., Septomlier 11-30,1864, p. 795. 
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Indians wei‘e beaten mth heavy loss and totally dispersed, thel)ands 
■from the north and east side of the Missonii (principally Yanktoiiais) 
having deserted their allies and taken temporary refrige in very desti¬ 
tute condition within the British i)OSsessions. Sully followed them after 
crossing the Missouri at mouth of the Yellowstone to near the British 
line. At last dates fi‘om Fort Rice messengers from the Yanktoiiais 
had reached there to see General Sully and ask for peace. ^ Reports via 
Pembina confirm the destitute condition of the Sioux who fought Sully, 
some of whom had afready reached the English settlements on Red 
River, and held conferences with the Britisli officials. The Indians are 
in a desperate condition. I liave little doubt that Sully will arrange a 
satisfactory peace \vith them. It is not likely that they will again give 
trouble on any considerable scale to the frontier settlements. Small 
raids mayfr'om time to time be attemx^ted by small parties of desperate 
Indians for robbery or theft, but there are forces enough along the 
frontier to give all necessary protection, even in the absence of the two 
regiments I am sending South. 

I will, in a few weeks, make a careful resume of operations in this 
department diming the i)ast season and present in detail the iireeise 
condition of our Indian relations in their xiresent and future asx)ect. 
Meantime there are several x'xhuts in the inclosed communications,’^ 
especially in those of the 9th and 11th of September, to which I desire 
to invite your x)articular attention. 

First.* As to the expedition of Oax)tain Fisk, assistant quartermaster, 
under a special ax3X)i‘opriation of Congress. The complaints against 
this officer by General Sully ai‘e simxdy a repetition of the same state¬ 
ments made by General Sibley as to liis conduct last year while con¬ 
ducting an expedition of the same character. General Sibley then 
predicted that Captain Fisk would eventually be cutoff by the Indians, 
as he was both too recklesvS and too ignorant to be trusted. He mani¬ 
fested the same disrespect and used the same disresxiectful language 
in regard to General Sibley that General Sully now reports in regard 
to himself. As Captain Fisk is beyond my (*ontrol, I trast that the 
War Dexiartuient will take such action in his (‘ase as the gross military 
offenses charged against him by Generals Sully and Sibley warrant. 
General Sully states that his])resentexx)edition (*onsists simply of men 
running away from the draft. I recpiest your attejition to General 
Sully’s letters of the 9th and 11th of Sex)tember for an account of this 
whole matter, and of the serious resxdts to the Government which may 
arise from the condu(*t of Caiitain Fisk. 

Second. Attention is invited to the condud of the half-breeds and 
other English subjects, who are continually coming into United States 
territories, encouraging the Indians to continue the war against United 
States citizens and frumishing them (the Indians) with ammunition and 
supplies for that piupose. I have several times asked the attention of 
the Government to this subject. It is sufficiently dear that uidess such 
practices are stox)ped, the Lidian, having constant encouragement to 
commit hostilities, a safe ]>lace of refrige and suxiplies of ammunition 
and provisions, is not likely to make peace, and can only be prevented 
fr'oin committing hostilities Avithin our borders by the employment of 
large forces at great expense along our whole northern frontier. The 
English authorities are directly a(*countabl(* tor these results, by giving 
refuge to Indians atwarivith the United States and by refusing to 
control them or to permit the United states torches to follow them into 
British territory. 


* See Snlly^s report, p.4il41. 
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Third. General Siilly’s statements concerning* the present system of 
annuities to Indians and the manner of paying them in use by tlu^ 
Indian Department are worthy of careful attention, as confirming the 
views I have hitherto laid before the Department on this subject. Gen¬ 
eral Sully found the country between Eort*Iiice and the Yellowstone 
too difficult ever to be traversed by trains, in fact nearly impracticable. 
He accordingly established a post at the mouth of the Yellowstone and 
one at the old trading post of Fort Berthokl. These posts, in connec¬ 
tion with Fort Eice, will render secure the navigation of the Missouri 
Eiver and the overland line of travel by the valley of that river. 

Further details will be given in my annual report, as also my pur¬ 
poses for the ]>rotection of the region between the Platte and the tipper 
Missouri and Yellowstone. It will ])robably be necessary to establish 
a considerable post in the Black Hills, and one on Powder Eiver, Of 
these matters I will communicate more fiilly hereafter. 

I am, general, res])ectfLilly, vour obedient servant, 

JNO. POPE, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. H allege, 

Chief of Staff of the Armg, Washingion, />. (\ 


Headquarters Department of the Northwest, 

Mihcatilcee, Novemher S, 1864, 

General: I have the honor to submit the tbllowing report of oper¬ 
ations in this department during the past year: 

The two great Indian nations which occu])y this military department 
are the Chippewas, who inhabit the region between Lake Superior and 
Eainy Lake Eiver on the east and the Eed Eiver of the North on the 
west, and the powerful Sioux or Dakota Nation, whi(‘h, divided into 
several strong and warlike tribes, claims and i*oams over the vast 
region from the western frontier of Minnesota on the east to the Eocky 
Mountains on the west, and fr*om the frontier of Iowa and the line of 
the Platte Eiver on the south to the British ])ossessions on the north. 
There are some small fr*agments of tribes on the lJi)per Missouri 
who belong to neither nation, but they are few in number, insignificant 
in strength or influence, and have always been at peace with the 
whites. With the Chii)pewas there have been no difficulties which 
have led to hostilities, although there have been and continue to be 
the constant misunderstanding, dissatisfaction, and controversy which 
natui*ally arise under oui* defective Indian system between the Indians 
on the one side and Indian agents and traders on the other. So far 
these difficulties have not culminated in actual hostilities, but unless 
the Indian system be remodeled they are likely to do so at any mo¬ 
ment. The war up to this time has been entirely confined to the Sioux 
Nation. It will be remembered that the campaign of last year termi¬ 
nated, so far as field o])erations were concerned, with the defeat of the 
Sioux by General Sully near the James Eiver on the 3d of September, 
1803. The high latitude of the theater of war in this departmentj the 
immense region of uninhabited country covered by military operations, 
and the vast distances fr*om the ft'outier to be traversed before the 
enemy can be reached, of necessity very much shorten the season dur¬ 
ing which it is possible to carry on actual field operations. 

After reaching the Indian country not more than three months are 
left in which it is practicable to keep troops in the field. The oper- 
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atioiis of last year ended with sncli defeats of the Indians o(‘ciipyiiig 
tlie vast regions east of tlie Alissouri Eiver as ibveed them for a time 
to take refuge in tlie Britisli possessions, and relieved the entire frontier 
settlements of Minnesota, Iowa, and Dakota irom any danger of In¬ 
dian hostilities. During test winter, however, the whole Dakota Nation, 
fr‘om the Rocky Mountaiijs to the Minnesota frontier, and from the 
Platte River and the Iowa line to the Britisli jiossessions on the north, 
succeeded in combining* tlieir various and s(*attered tribes for a final 
effort against the whites, and liy the o]rening of spring had slowly con- 
(*entrated their whole force on and near the U])i)er Missouri, to resist 
the navigation of the Missouri River, ])revent the passage of emigrants 
across the great plains, and to deliver, with their combined forces, a 
final battle against the United States troops under General Sully. This 
Indian force was then estimated by competent autliorities, and so 
reported by me to the War Department early in the spring, at about 
0,000 warriors, and this estimate was subseipiently confirmed by Gen¬ 
eral Sully, after his battles with them near the Little Missouri. It was 
also reported at the time, and has been confirmed since by undoubted 
testimony, that ammunition and other necessary suiiplies were brought 
to the Indian camps during the winter by half-breeds and traders from 
the British settlements on the Red River of the North. It is hardly 
necessary for me to repeat what I have so often reported, that Indian 
hostilities in this department have been fomented and encouraged, and 
the Indians supplied with the means to continue the war, by the half- 
breeds and other British subjects of the Selkirk settlements. As I was 
satisfied that this combination of the whole of the numerous and widely 
dispersed tribes of the Sioux (or Dakota) Nation, who occupy the vast 
region north of the Platte, and the northern boundaries of Iowa from 
the Rocky Mountains to the vicinity of the Great Lakes, would be the 
final effort of the great Indian nation to continue hostilities against the 
whites, and as I felt sure that if once their entire force of warriors 
could be met and defeated, this Indian war in the northwest on any 
considerable scale would be closed, preparations for an active campaign 
during the summer of 1864 were made during the close of last winter. 
The plan of operations consisted in putting into the field, under the 
command of Brig. Gen. A. Sully, an active column of about 2,500 men, 
entirely cavalry, to advance against the Indians whei ever they could be 
found, and deliver battle with them, and at the same time to follow up 
tlie movement of this force with detachments of infantiy large enougli 
to establish strong posts in the Indian country. These posts were so 
located as to cover the fr'ontier of Iowa and Minnesota and the iron tier 
settlements of Dakota Territory, at a long distance,* to interpose b(^- 
tween the different tribes, so as to jirevent concerted action^ to com¬ 
mand the hunting grounds of the Indians so that they would be (*on- 
stantly under the supeivision and in the power of the military for(*es, 
which by concertc^d action could easily and promptly march a lu^avy 
force of cavalry upon any portion of the region in which the Indians 
are obliged to hunt for subsistence 5 to command the Indian trails to¬ 
ward the fr*ontier settlements, so as to detect the j)assage even of the 
smallest parties attempting to make raids upon the settlers, and to fol¬ 
low them up, and so far as military necessities would allow, to ])rote(*t' 
an emigrant route fr‘om the U^iper Mississippi River to the T(n‘ritories 
of Idaho and Montana.' 

The details of this plan of oi)erations were submitted to you and 
approved in February last, and immediate preparations made to carry 
them into execution. General Sully collected the forces under his com- 
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maurl, from the various posts and stations in Ris distriet, early in the 
spring, and eoniinen(*ed to move up the Missouri River, leaving only 
such detachments as were necessary to cover the irontier from small 
Indian raids during his absence. He was re-enfor(*ed by about 1,500 
mounted men from Minnesota, leaving G-eneral Sibley with about 700 
effective men to protect the frontier settlements of Minnesota during the 
summer. 

The mouth of Burdache Creek, on the Upper Missouri, was selected 
as the point where the Minnesota troops should join the forces of Gen¬ 
eral Sully moving up the Missouri, and the junction of these forces 
was made on the 30th of June. The spring rise in the Missouri Eiver 
did not come down until very late in the season, and Sully only reached 
the mouth of Cannon Ball Eiver, at which point he was to establish a 
strong post, which Avas to be his depot of supplies, on the 7th of July. 
He established Fort Ei(*e at that point, distant from Sioux City 450 
miles, and garrisoned it with ffve com])anies of the Thiifieth Wisconsin 
Yolunteers. The Indians, who had been concentrated on and near the 
Missouri Eiver about lifty miles above this post, had ineantiiue crossed 
to the southwest side of the rivei* and occupied a. strong position in a 
very dMcult country near the Tattle Missouri Eiver, due west, and 
about 200 miles from Fort Ei(*e. 

On the 26th of July General Sully marched u]>on these Indians with 
the following for(*es: Eighth Minnesota Yolunteers (mounted) and six 
companies of Second Minnesota Cavalry, with four light guns, under 
command of Col. M. T. Thomas, Eighth Minnesota Yolunteers; eleven 
companies Sixth low^a Cavalry, three com])anies Seventh Iowa Cav¬ 
alry, two companies Dakota cavalry, four* (*ompanies Brackett’s bat¬ 
talion cavalry, one small company of scouts, and four mountain liow- 

itzers, all under command of-, numbeiang in all 2,200 men. A 

small emigrant train for Idaho, which bad a(‘companied the Minnesota 
troops from that State, followe(l the mov(^ment of Sully^s force. At the 
head of Heart Eiver he corraled his trains, and, leaving a sufficient 
guard with them, he marolied rapidly to the northwest, to the x)oint 
where the combined forces of the Indians were assembled. On the 
morning of July 28 he came upon them, between 5,000 and 6,000 war¬ 
riors, strongly posted in a wooded country, very mui*h cut up with high, 
rugged hills, and deep, impassable ravines. He had an home’s talk with 
some of the Indian chiefs, who were very defiant and impudent, after 
which he moved rapidly forward againsh their strong position. The 
action for a time was sharp and severe, but the artillery and long-range 
small-arms of the troops were very destructive, and the Indians began 
to give way on all sides. They w(n‘e so closely pressed by Sully’s forces 
that they abandoned their extensive camps, leaving all their robes, 
lodges, colts, and utensils of every description, and all the winter sui)- 
ply of i)rovisions which they had been so long collecting. The action 
resulted in a running fight of nine mihvs, the Indians finally scattering 
completely, and escaping with nothing but their wounded, which, ac¬ 
cording to the Indian custom, they carried oft‘, as also as many of their 
killed as they could. One hundred and twenty-five dead warriors were 
left on the field. 

I have transmitted heretofore the reports of General Sully and of the 
various commanders of his force, as also a statement of the immense 
quantity of Indian goods and supplies destroyed by General Sully in 
the captured camp of the Indians. Finding the country nearly im¬ 
practicable, having only a small supply of x^rovisions or means to carry 
them, and ascertaining that the retreat of the mass of the Indians was - 
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toward tLe vscutliwest, Sully returned to liis train at tlie head of Heart 
River, and resiuiied his march westward through an unknown and 
unexplored region toward the Yellowstone, which lie expected to reach 
near Fort Alexander, at which point it had been proposed to establish 
a military post. On the 5th of August he came in sight of the Bad 
Lands, which border the Little Missouri on both sides. The country 
was exceedingly rugged and difficult, and so cut uj) with deep perpen¬ 
dicular ravines that it was with the utmost labor and loss of time that 
a narrow, winding way between the ravines in idaces bandy ten feet 
wide was found for his wagons. I cannot convey a better idea of the 
country than is (*ontained in tlie following extract from Sully’s report, 
which will be full of interest to the scientific world: 

1 have not sufficient power of language to <leRcri])e the country in front of us. It 
was grand, dismal, and majestic. You cpu iirr n basin, 600 feet dee]) and twtmty- 
five miles in width, filled Avitli a number m ^ oven-shaped knolls of all sizes, 
from twenty-five to several hundred feet high, sometimes by themselves, somelimes 
piled up into large heaps on top of each other, in all <‘oneeivable sliap(‘s and eonfu- 
sion. Most of these hills \v(‘re of a gray clay, but many of a light brick color, of 
burnt clay; little or no vegcdatioii. Some of the sides of the hills, however, were 
covered with a few scrub cedars. Viewed in the distance at sunset it looked exactly 
like the ruins of an ancient city. 1 regret very much that some gentleman well 
acquainted with geology and mineralogy did not accompany the expedition, for we 
marched through a most wonderful and interesting country. It was covered with 
pieces of petrified wood, and on the tops of some of the hills we found petrified 
stumps of trees, the remains of a great forest. In some (‘ases these trees were six¬ 
teen to eighteen feet in diameter. Large quantities of iron ore, lava, and impres¬ 
sions of leaves in the rocks of a size‘and shape not known to any of us. 

In this difficult and almost impassable region a portion of the Indians 
wbom Sully bad defeated ou tbe 28tb of July attempted to offer resist¬ 
ance, but were badly defeated, braving over 100 dead on the field. 
After tbis hopeless effort, in which General Sully reports that they exhib¬ 
ited none of the spirit and audacity which characterized the fight on the 
28th of July, the Indians scattered and broke up theii* combination 
entirely. The Tetons separated into small ftagments, fled toward the 
southwest; the Yanktonais, with other confederated tribes from the 
north and east sides of the Missouri, crossed the Missouri Eiver, aud 
retreated rapidly into the British possessions by way of Mouse Biver. 
General Sully followed them nearly to the British line. Finding the 
country west of Fort Rice in the direction of the Yellowstone inpiracti- 
cable for wagon roads, Sully decided not to establish a post so high 
up on that river, but placed a garrison at mouth of YellowwStoiie and an¬ 
other at the trading ])ost of Fort Berthold, lower down on tlie Missouri 
Eiver. These posts, in (connection with Fort Rice, will ke(^p open the 
Missouri River, render travel along the valley secure, and separate the 
Indian tribes, so that another concentiatiou will be impracticable, even 
should the Indians seek it. Sully returned slowly by way of tbe Mis¬ 
souri River valley to Fort Rice. After leaving tliat post w(dl garri¬ 
soned and in good condition, and sending the Thirtietli Wisconsin 
Volunteers to the Mississippi to go south to Sherman’s army. Sully 
came slowly down to Sioux City, where his last dispatches are dated. 
To Fort Randall aud also to Fort Pierre chiefs of the <*ombiiied Sioux 
tribes which he had defeated came in and asked for peace, acknowledg¬ 
ing that they could not fight against the whites, that they had lost 
everjrfhing, robes, lodges, provisions, &c., and would be in a starving 
coiniition. They were informed by the commanding officers of those 
posts that the only conditions of peace I'equired from them were that 
they would behave themselves and not molest the whites. The Indians 
were both suiprised and gratified that peace on such easy terms waste 
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be liad, and immediately retnriHHl to their tribes to bring in tlie ])vm- 
cipal chiefs to meet General Sully at Fort Eandall. It is expected that 
peace with all the tribes west of the Missouri River, on terms entirely 
satisfactory to the Government, will be made this winter 5 a })eace which 
involves neither presents nor annuities of any description, but a peace 
simply based upon good beha^dor. With the Yanktonais and otlier 
Sioux tril^es north and east of the Missouri there will be somewhat 
longer delay in coming to satisfactory terms. About half these Indians 
desire to make peace at once, but there are many who wish to keep up 
the war. These last are encouraged in their pimpose by half-breeds 
and other British subjects, and as they have a safe refuge in the British 
possessions, and are there supplied with means to carry on hostilities, it 
will probably require the hardships and privations of a winter in those 
arctic regions to bring them to their senses. They took refuge there 
after the battles in a perfectly destitute condition, and are akeady 
beginning to rob and idunder, and in plac^es to commit murder in the 
English settlements. They will soon become as odious and dangerous 
to the British settlements as tliey have been to our own. By spring 
most likely everything will be satisfactorily settled. As matters stand, 
and are likely to stand this winter, however, with these Indians, there 
is no manner of danger to the frontier vsettlements of Minnesota or 
Dakota. The Indians are driven far away, and a cold, barren, and 
bleak prairie region, many hundred miles in extent, and impassable in 
winter, interposes between them and the li*ontier settlements. In Min¬ 
nesota there have been no active operations, there being no hostile 
Indians, except a few straggling thieves east of the Missomi Eiver. 
With the small force under his command Judiciously posted General 
Sibley has kept everything quiet on the Minnesota border, nor is there 
ever again the likelihood of any Indian hostilities fi.*om Sioux on the 
Minnesota frontier, beyond such small thieving raids as are incidentto 
the situation, and must always occur so long as there are Indians on 
our western borders. With these, should they occur, a small force will 
be able to deal concdusively. 

For details, of which the tbregoing rei)ort is a brief summary, I have 
the honor to refer you to the rex)orts of Generals Sully and Bibley here¬ 
with and heretofore transmitted. 

In some inamier the British Government should either prevent hos¬ 
tile Indians who reside within the boundari(\s oi* the United States 
fr'om seeking refuge in British territory, or should secure the United 
States against the raids of such Indians, or slioidd permit the United 
States forces to imrsue into British territory all Indians who belong 
south of the line and who are at war with citizens of the United States. 
One of these three demands is certainly reasonable, and will effect the 
desired xmrpose. In the same connection it will be necessary to pro¬ 
hibit half-breeds and other British subjects fr'om coming into the ter¬ 
ritory of the United States to trade with Indians, whether hostile to 
us or not, who live south of the British line. The hostile Sioux have 
for the past two years been supplied witli ammunition, ])rovisions, &c., 
to carry on hostilities against the United States by British vsubjects, 
both in their own territory and in ours. A state of hostility between 
the Sioux and citizens of the United States of course throws all the 
trade with such Indians into th'e hands of British traders, hence the 
anxiety of those traders to i^revent x>cace with the Sioux Indians. 

I have the honor again to ask attention to my letter of February 6 , 
1864,* to the Secretary of W^ar, on the subject of our Indian system, 

^ See Vol. XXXIV, Pa3‘t II, p. 259, 
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and to beg*, in view of tlio iutereste of the Governmeui, as well as of 
bumanity, that legislative or exeeutive action be recommended as 
will as far as x)racticable correct the evils therein set tbi‘th. I trans¬ 
mit inclosed a copy of that letter and a copy of trade regulations with 
Indians, which I have heretofore forwarded, and which I deem neces¬ 
sary to protect white men and Indians alike against Indian traders. 
It is my purpose, by forcing all traders with Indians to locate their 
trading posts in the immediate vicinity of the military posts, and no¬ 
where else, to make these military posts the nuclei of extensive Indian 
camps, and as far as possible to induce the Indians to make their per¬ 
manent homes so near to the posts that they will constantly be under 
the supervision and control of the garrisons. If there be no other j)laees 
to trade except the military i>osts the Indian will necessarily resort 
to them, and will there remain, except when he is engaged in liunting 
during the summer season. If fair dealing with tlie Indians can be 
enforced there never will be danger of any Indian wars. The object of 
these ti'ade regulations is to secure these two results; but unless they 
are adopted and enforced by military authority we cannot hope for any 
permanent peace with the Indian tribes. The regulations themselves 
are so fall, and their object so manifest, that it is unnecessary to go 
ftmther into details concerning them. The only other white men I 
would permit to have intercourse with the Indians are the missiona¬ 
ries. I ti’ust that some arrangements will be made with the authori¬ 
ties of oui home missionary societies to furnish to each military post 
good practical men, with their families, whose business shall be to teach 
the Indians the useful arts of life—the Indian men to cultivate the soil, 
the Indian women to sew and to do such other work as they are litte<l 
for, and all to keep themselves clean and decent. These are the first 
lessons to be taught to Indians. Eeligious instruction will come after¬ 
ward in its natural order. The failure of our missionaries among 
Indians is due, I think, mainly to the fact that they have reversed the 
proper order or instruction, and have attempted to make the Indian a 
member of the church while he was vStill a wild savage. Of course, if 
anything is to be gained by it, the Indian will profess his belief in any¬ 
thing whatever, without the slightest knowledge or concern as to wliat it 
all means. What is needed to civilize or chrivstianize Indians are ])ra(‘- 
tical common-sense men, who will first teach them to be human and to 
acquire the arts of civilized life; who will educate, as far as can be done, 
the children of the Indians, and who will be content to look to the future, 
and not to the immediate present, for results, t^iich missionaries (*ould 
be of incalculable benefit to the Indian, and to the Government; and I 
would recommend that whenever such men are sent to the military 
posts on the fi'ontier the Government furnish them with quarters and 
with rations, at the rate of two small families for each one of the larger 
posts, and for one small family for each smaller i)ost. 1 have no doubt 
that these small missions at each post, if conducted by practi(*al and 
earnest men, would greatly add to the hox)e of permanent peace with 
the Indians, and contiibute to a healthy and increasing improvement 
in the moral and physical condition of the Indian tribes. The military 
commanders will be instructed to give every assistance and encourage¬ 
ment to such missionaries, and to enjoin upon the ofiicers and soldiers 
under their command, that they exhibit toward the missionaries ever> 
respect and kindness. The peace which will be made with Indians, 
under the instructions 1 h^ve given to Generals Sully and Sibley, is 
based simply upon the understanding that the Indians on the one 
hand behave themselves and do not molest the whites, and on the 
other hand that the whites shall be made to deal fairly with the 
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Indians and not molest tliem in any way. The military authorities 
undertake to enforce good conduct on both sides, and Avill have the 
X»ower, if not interfered with, to do so thoroughl}". As sucli a peace 
involves neither annuities nor presents, and holds out no prospect in 
violating it, except hostilities, it will probably be lasting. Hitherto it 
has been the practice to accompany every treaty of peace made by 
Indian agents with expeuwSive presents of goods and vsupplies of 
various kinds, and the Indians naturally understand that these are 
given them as bribes to keep the peace and because the whites are 
afL*aid of them; and, of course, they observe such treaties only as long 
as they find it convenient, or until they need a further supply of 
Xn'esents (ammunition, goods, &c.). In fact, it has been for years a 
saying with the (Sioux along the great mail route to California, that 
whenever they became poor and needed blankets andi)()wder and lead, 
they had only to go down to this great mail and emigrant route, and 
kill a few white x>eople and there would be another treaty of peace, 
which would supply all their wants. 

It is beyond question that such a system of treaty-making is, of all 
others, the most impolitic, whether negotiated with savage or civilized 
peo])le, and leads in either case to constant and increasing hostilities. 
I intend, in settling a pea(*e with Indians in this department, to do 
away entirely with this system, which, avside from its effect in sthnulat- 
ing and encouraging breaches of treaties of i)eace, is always attended 
with ti‘aud upon the Government and upon the Indians. 

1 shall send up in the spring some companies of cavalry to make a 
cantonment for the summer at some point on tlie lake, and to remain 
*there until the last possible moment in the autumn, with the view of 
drawing the various tribes of Indians to that point, and furnishing 
them with facilities of trade during the summer and autumn. Such a 
cantonment kept up for two or three seasons will liave a most beneficial 
effect upon the Indians, as all whites, except authorized traders acting 
under the supervision of the military authorities, will be prohibited 
ff"om going into that region. It is pi-oper to remark that extensive 
strata of excellent coal have been found at Fort Ric(^, oiui vein six feet 
thick. This coal field extends towai’d the southwest, aiid it is sup¬ 
posed outcrops on the slopes of the Black Hills. How far north it 
extends is not yet known. The existence of this great coal field, half¬ 
way between the Great Lakes and the Eocky Mountains, is a fact, the 
value of which cannot well be overestimated. Aside from fimiishing 
fiu^l for the navigation of the upper Missouri Eiver, it is a controlling 
element in the location of a railroad acToss the great plains to the 
Pacific. Its extent and character will soon be develoiied by the troops 
from Fort Eice and other points on the Missouri Eiver. 

I may state finally that the Government may safely dismiss all 
apprehensions of Indian wars in the Northwest. ’ (Small Indian raids 
there doubtless will be, as there always have been, for stealing horses, 
hut no hovstilities on any considerable scale are likely again to occur. 
A small force, such as is designated in this re])ort, will be quite suffi¬ 
cient to protect the ffontier and the emigration. I only ask now that 
the military authorities be left to themselves to deal with these Indians, 
and to regulate the trading with the Indian tribes without the interposi¬ 
tion of Indian agents, and I will cheerfully guarantee peace with the 
Indian tribes in this department. The department has been adminis¬ 
tered, so far as its relations with the State and other civil authorities 
pe concerned, in aceordam^e with the views and principles laid down 
in the accompanying letter from me to Governor Salomon, of Wisconsin. 
1 am srratified to sav that there have been entire harmonv and success. 



140 


LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


[Chap, LHL 


The draft and all other laws of tlie CJiiited States have been promptly 
and tally executed in the department, without difficailty or trouble ot 
any kind whatever. 

I desire to bear testimony to tbe hearty co-operation and zeal of the 
district commanders in the department in the discharge of the various 
and perplexing duties which have devolved upon them. General Sully, 
commanding Distiict of Iowa and the Indian expedition^ General 
Sibley, commanding District of Minnesota, and General T. G. H. Smith, 
commanding District of Wisconsin, are entitled to my warmest thanks 
for their valuable services and the cordial good feeling which they have 
manifested doling their entire term of ser\ice in this dei)art;ment. 
To General Sully I particularly desire to invite the favorable consid¬ 
eration of the War D(‘partment. His arduous and distinguished 
services in organizing and conducting the Indian expedition and treat¬ 
ing and dispersing the combined tribes of Indians in two considerable 
battles at such remote points and in so difficult a country, and in thus 
bringing the Indians to the necessity of asking peace ftom the Gov¬ 
ernment, entitle him to peculiar consideration, and make it proper for 
me to renew the application heretofore transmitted for his i)romotion. 
He has earned it fairly, and I trust and believe that the Government 
will not hesitate to confer it upon him. 

To the reports of Generals Sully and Sibley, and to those of their 
subordinate commanders, 1 refer for details of the various military 
operations herein sketched, and for a proper representation of the dis¬ 
tinguished conduct of the several officers and of the troops under their 
command. I cheerfully indorse their recommendations in behalf of the 
officers and soldiers in question. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. POPE, 

Major-General^ Commanding, 

Maj. Gen. H. W. H allege. 

Chief of Staff of the Army^ Wanliington^ D, C\ 

[luUosuie I 

Headquarters Department op the Horthwest, 

Milwaukee, June ^5, 1S6S, 

Governor: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 23d instant, in relation to the execution of the conscrip¬ 
tion law in this State, and the question of the use of military force for 
that purpose. I fiilly agree with you that military force should not be 
employed in the loyal States in the execution of this or any other law 
until all the means for its enforcement usual in times past have been (ex¬ 
hausted. Conflicts of authority between the military and civil depart¬ 
ments, or between the military forces and the people, are entirely to be 
deprecated. I am sure you will bear willing testimony to the respect 
which has been exhibited toward the constituted authorities of this 
State, and to the care with which, in the discharge of duty in this mili¬ 
tary department, complications or misunderstandings which might 
arise from such a cause have been avoided. I have been satisfied from 
the beginning that in nearly every case the conscription law can be 
executed by the civil authorities alone, through the people acting under 
their direction in the legal and usual forms. In the discretion intrusted 
to me by the Government as to the emi)loyment of military force for 
the execution of this law within this military department, I have 
steadily declined to penmt the use of any of the troops under my com¬ 
mand unless I could be convinced that all other legitimate means had 
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been tried without success. Already, iu one or two cases, 1 have found 
that applications for military aid had been made without necessity, the 
enrollment under the law having been completed thorouglily by the 
wiUing aid of the civil authorities. The habit of resorting to military 
for(-e in every trilling case of opposition or resistance to the laws, is 
becoming so common as to excite iu the minds of judicious men very 
serious alarm. Such a practi<*e entirely supplants tlie civil authorities, 
sets aside time-honored meansJ;br the enforcement of the laws in this 
country, destroys in the citizen that feeling of personal interest in their 
execution through which alone we have maintained popular govern¬ 
ment, and prepares the pubhc mind for complete abdication of civil 
rule. It is impossible to believe that citizens of this country, except 
under the immediate influence of excitement, (*an be vdlling to trust 
the enforcement of (*ivil law to military force, and thus to sui‘render 
the very highest privilege and duty of American citizens. Such a course 
would inevitably lead, if persisted in, to the complete dominion of the 
military and the final overthrow of free institutions. This practice 
tends also, naturally, to weaken in the soldier that reverence for the 
civil law and that respecd for the civil authorities with which he en¬ 
tered the military service, which he still earnestly cherishes, and upon 
which alone we must rely for the quiet disbanding of our gi‘eat armies 
and the return of the soldier to his home, an orderly, la w-abiding citizen. 
Every dictate of wisdom and of patriotism should teach US'to discour¬ 
age, both by act and word, an> thing that might possibly tend to impair 
in the mind of the soldier Ids feeling as a citizen. 

I therefore confidently hope that all well-disposed citizens of this 
State wiU, after short reflection, understand the imperative necessity 
of exercising their rights through the civil tribunals to enforce every 
law of the United States, liowever much they may have been opposed 
to its enactment. 

Whilst, therefore, my duty to the Government reiluires me to furnish 
whatever military aid is ne<*essary to enforce the conscription law 
throughout this department, in strict accordance with its terms, I shall 
only employ military for(*e for that imrpose alter every resource of the 
civil authorities has been used without suc(*ess. 


It is my earnest hoi)e that the people of the several States comprised 
y^ithin this ndlitary department have akeady adoi)ted some such views 
as are here presented, and will so act upon them as to relieve me from 
the necessity of using measures in the performance of my duty which 
are as unpleasant to me as they can possibly be to any loyal citizen. 

I am, governor, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. POPE, 

Major-Generalj Gommmidimj. 

Hon. E. Salomon, 


Governor of Wiaconsin^ Madinon^ Win. 


Ko. 2. 

Reports of Bruj, Gen. Alfred tiully.^ U. commanding Northwest¬ 

ern Indian E,rpeditio'n. 

TTeabqttakteus Korthwestbrn Indian Expedition, 

Gamp on Heart Hirer^ J)ak. Ter.^ Inly 81^ 8SGL 
SiR: I have the honor to make the Ibllowing r<q)ort of my operations 
since July 25: 

On the 23d of this month I reached this point, having made raiiid 
marches, considering I had a very large emigrant train under my 
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cliarge. I liad started in a direction west, but on the road, receiving 
information that the Indians were on or near the Knife Eiver, I changed 
niy course in a northerly direction. On my arrival at this point I cor¬ 
ralled all my wagons and the emigrant train, leaving it under charge 
of Oax)tain Tripp, Dakota cavalry, with a sufficient force to guard 
against danger, intending to start with ])ack-mules, but on opening 
the boxes I found no saddle-blankets. This I re])laced Avith gunny 
sacks. I then found the bands that go the packs and under the 
belly (called cintuas, I believe) instead of being made of webbing or 
several thicknesses of duck sewed together, and about six or eight 
inches wide, were made of hard leather about three inches wide. The 
torture to the mules, when these pieces of what ought to be called 
sheet-iron were brought tight into theii‘ bellies, was such that they 
were kicking and jumping in all dii*ections and succeeded in either 
getting their jjacks offi or breaking the saddle. I therefore had to 
give up the x)ack-iniile system, for two days’ marcli with such instru¬ 
ments of torture would completely use up all my animals. I then 
pressed into the service all the light private wagons with me, placing 
in each foim of my best mules and hauling 1,000 i)ounds each. By 
tin-owing away all tents, everything but provisions and ammunition, I 
could move rapidly with a very few wagons. About 3 p. m. of the 
26th I succeeded in getting offi, and about 10 a. m. of the 28th suc¬ 
ceeded in reaching the enemy’s camp, about eighty miles’ march. All 
their camx> was standing when I reached there, and they x^repared for 
a light, no doubt with full conlidence oi* whix)ping me, for they had 
twenty-four hours’ notice of my advance, by a x>arty of my scouts falling- 
in with a war x^aify of theirs not sixteen miles li-om here. We followed 
their trail, which led me to the camx). I found the Indians strongly 
posted on the side of a mountain called Tahkahokuty Mountain, 
which is a small chain of very high hills, filled with ravines, thickly 
timbered and well watered, situated on a branch of the Little Missoui-i, 
Gros Yentres, latitude 47^ 15', as laid down on the Government max). 
The prairie in front of the camx^ is very rolling, and on the left as we 
approached high hills. On the tox) and sides of these hills and on my 
right, at the base of the mountains, also on the hillocks in front on 
the prairie, the Indians were i)osted; there were over 1,600 lodges, at 
least 5,000 or 6,000 Avarriors, composed ol* the Unkpa])as, Sans Arcs,. 
Blackfeet, Minneconjous, Yanktonais, and Santee Sioux. My for(*e 
consisted as follows: Eleven comx)anies of the Sixth loAva Cavalry, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Pollo(*k commanding* three comx)anies of the 
Seventh Iowa Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel Pattee commanding j two 
companies of Dakota cavah-y, Cax)tain Miner commanding 5 four 
companies of Brackett’s Minnesota Battalion, Major Brackett com¬ 
manding; about seventy scouts, and a x>rairie battery of two sections, 
commanded by Cax)t. N. Pope. This formed the First Brigade. Ten 
companies of the Eighth Minnesota Infantry, under (-ommand of Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Eogers; six companies of the Second Minnesota Cav¬ 
ah-y, under Colonel McLai’en, and tAvo sections of the Third Minnesota 
Battery, under Captain Jones, formed the Second Brigade, under com¬ 
mand of Colonel Thomas. The whole of my force numbering on the 
field about 2,200 men. 

Finding it was impossible to charge, owing to the country being inter¬ 
sected by deep 3-avines tilled Avith timber, I dismounted and dei)loyed 
six companies of the Sixth loAva ojl the right and three comx>anies of 
the Seventh loAva, and on the left six companies of the Eighth Miime- 
sota Infantry; Pox)e’s battery in the center, supported by two 
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companies of cavalry; the Second Cavalry^ on the left, (li‘awn up Iw 
squadrons, Brackett’s Minnesota Battalion on the right in the 8011 ?^ 
order, Jones’ battery and four companies of cavahy as a reserve. The 
few wagons I had closed up, and the rear guard, composed of thi'ec 
companies, followed. In this order we advanced, driving in the Indians 
till we reached the plain between the hills and mountains. Here large 
bodies of Indians flanked me. The Second Oavahy drove them from 
the left. A very large body of Indians collected on my right for a 
charge. I directed Brackett to charge them. ''This he did gaUantly, 
driving them in a circle of about three miles to the base of the moun¬ 
tains and beyond my line of skirmishers, killing many of them. The 
Indians, seeing Ids position, collected in large numbers on him, but he 
repelled them, assisted by some well-directed shots from Jones’battery. 
About this time a large body of Indians, who we ascertained afterward 
had been out hunting for me, came up on my rear. I brought a piece 
of Jones’ battery to the rear, and with the rear guard dispersed them. 
The Indians, seeing that the day would not be favorable for them, had 
commenced taking down their lodges and sending back tlieii‘ families. E 
swung the left of my line round to the light and closed on them, send¬ 
ing Pope with his gnins and the Dakota cavahy (two companies) for¬ 
ward. The artillery hre soon drove them out of their strong positions 
in the ravines, and Jones’ battery, with Brackett’s battalion, moving 
up on the right, soon put them to flight, the whole of my line advancing 
at the same time. By sunset no Indians were on the ground. A body, 
however, appeared on top of the mountain over which they had retreated. 
I sent Major Camp, Eiglith Minnesota, with four companies of the 
Eighth Minnesota, forward. They ascended to the top of the hill, put¬ 
ting the Indians to fliglit and killing several. The total number of 
killed, judging from what wo saw, was from 100 to 150. I saw them 
during the fight carry off a great many dead or wounded. The very 
strong position they held and the advantages they had to retreat over a 
broken country jirevented me from killing more. We slept on the battle¬ 
ground that night. 

The next morning before daylight we started to go round the moun¬ 
tain, as I could not get up it with wagons and artillery in front. After 
six miles march, I came in sight of the trail on the otlier side the moun¬ 
tain, but could not get to it. Oiui sight of the country convinced me 
there was no use trying to follow up the Indians through such a coun¬ 
try and find them, I went on top the hill, and as tar as E could sec 
with my glass (some thirty miles) the country was cut up in all dnec- 
tions by deep ravines, sometimes near 100 feet deep, filled with timber, 
the banks almost perpendicular. I therefore thought the next best 
thing to do was to destroy their camp. This I did, ordering Colonel 
McLaren, Second Cavalry, on that duty. I inclose you a report’**’ of 
property destroyed by him. That afternoon I marched six miles from 
the battle-ground and camped. About dark a large body of Indians 
came on to my pickets and killed two. A command was immediately 
sent after them, but they fled in all directions. They made no further 
demonstrations on my march to this point, which I reached yesterday, 
my animals well tired out, having made a march of over 105 miles in 
six days, one day being occupied in the fight. 

The officers and men of my command behaved well, and all ai)peared 
desirous to carry out my instructions as well as they could. 

My thanks are due to the offi(;ers oEmy staff* for coimnonicating my 
orders imomptly, sometimes ben\g obliged to expose themselves very 


See p. 172, 
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inucli in so doing—Captain Pell, assistant adjutant-general 5 Major 
Wood, Fifteenth Ne^r York Cavalry, cMef of cavaliy 5 Captain Marsh, 
Sixth Iowa Cavalry, acting assistant inspector-general; Captain Von 
Minden, Brackett^s battalion, acting topographical engineer; Lieuten¬ 
ant Ellison, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, acting ordnance officer; Lieutenant 
Bacon, Dakota cavalry, acting assistant quartermaster; and I was also 
obliged to accept the services of Surgeon Freeman, medical director, to 
carry orders. I shall march toward the Yellowstone in two days, bear¬ 
ing a little south, and I expi^ct to overtake the enemy again on my Avay. 
I would beg leave also to add that the day after the light, when I re- 
tui'ned to the enemy’s camp, some Indians came forward and i)lanted a 
white flag on the Mil-side; some men, however fired on them and they 
retreated. I saw the flag too late. 

I inclose you the list”^ of killed and wounded, and re])orts of difter- 
ent commanders. 

With much resr)ect, your obedient servant, 

ALF. SULLY, 

Brigadier- General, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept, of the ^^Tortiiwest. 


Headquarters Northwestern Indian Expedition, 

Gamp on the Yellowstone River^ Bah, Ter,, August IS, 18(JL 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of my operations 
since I made my last report, on the 31st of July, on my return to Heart 
Eiver, after my fight: 

I assembled together all the Indians and half-breed guides I had to 
consult about my course. I had not quite six days’ full rations on hand, 
and I must strike the Yellowstone by the most direct route at the 
Braseau house, where I had ordered two small steamers to meet me 
the first part of August. They all told me it was impossible for wagons 
to get through the country near the Little Missouri, without they Avent 
south, the route I stai*tedon before I Avas tuiTied to the north by the report 
that the Indians A\^ere on Knife Eiver. I would thus strike the YcIIoav- 
stone, near the Powder EiA^er, and it Avould take me tAv^o or three Av^eeks, 
and then, besides, I could not meet my boats there. One Indian, how¬ 
ever, a Yanktouian, told mo he had frequently been across that coun¬ 
try on war parties, and he thought he could take the wagons through 
by digging some through the hills. I placed myself under his gnidan(*e, 
and he took me in a west direction for three days along the Heart 
Eiver; plenty of good grass and water, but timber scarce; the country 
filled with extensive beds of coal, in some jdaces veins ten feet thick. 
From what I have seen, coal, I feel sure, can be found in all this 
country, from the Missouri west to the Yellowstone. On the 5th day of 
August we came in sight of the Bad Lands, which extend along the 
Little Missouri, the valley being about twenty miles across; through 
the middle of tliis valley runs the river. When I came in sight of this 
country ftom the top of the table-land we Avere marching on, I beciaim^A 
alarmed, and almost dCvSpairedof ever being able to cross it, and should 
have been very much tempted, had I rations enough, to turn back, but, 
on a close examination of my rations, I found I only had rations for six 

* Nominal list (here omitted) shows 2 killed mid 8 wounded in BrackettMinne¬ 
sota Battalion; 1 killed and 1 wounded in Sixth Iowa Cavalry; Skilled in Second 
Minnesota Cavalry; and 1 wounded in the First Battalion Datota Cavalry. 
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days loiiger, by bome mistake of my commissary, 1 suppose, for lie is 
not with me to explain, as I left liim back at Fort Eiee. I therefore had 
to reduce the bread ration one-third, all other stores, except meat, one- 
half, so as to make it last me to the river. We camped that night with 
little or no grass, and but a few holes of muddy rain water. 1 have 
not sufficient power of language to describe the country in front of us. 
It was gTand, dismal, and majestic. You can imagine a deep basin, 
600 feet deep and twenty-live miles in diameter, filled with a number of 
cones and oven-shaped knolls of all sizes, fi‘om twenty feet to several 
hundred feet high, sometim(\s by themselves, sometimes ])iled ii]) into 
large heaps on top of one another, in all conceivable vsha])es and con¬ 
fusion. Most of these hills Avere of a gray clay, but many ot‘ a liglit 
brick color, of burnt (*lay; little or no vegetation. Some of the sides of 
the hills, however, were covered with a tew s(n-ub cedars. Viewed in 
the distance at sunset it looked exacitly likt‘ the ruins of an ancient city. 
My Indian guide appeared to be confident of success, and tnisting to 
him, I started next morning, and by dint oi* hard digging, succeeded by 
night in reaching the banks of the Little Missouri, about twelve miles. 
I regret very much some gentleman well acquainted Avith geology and 
mineralogy did not accompany the expedition, for we marched through 
a most Aconderful and interesting country. It was covered with 
liieces of petrified wood, and on the tops of some of the hills avc found 
petrified stumps of trees, the remains of a gi‘eat forest. In some cases 
these trees Avere sixteen to eighteen feet in diameter. Large quantities 
of iron ore, lava, and impressions in the rocks of leaves of a size and 
shape not known to any of us. The banks of the Little Missouii are 
thickly timbered Avith (*ottonwood, and the river resembles very much 
the Missouil, on a small scah^ We had noAv reached the river and the 
middle of the Lad Lunds. llaAong dug our way down to this point 
it Avas noAV necessary to dig our wayont. I therefore ordered out a 
strong Avorking party, Avith four companies of (‘avalry, under i^liarge of 
Lieutenaut-Oolonel Pattee, Sevmith loAva Cavalry. 1 i*emained in (jamp 
to alloAV the animals to reist and pick xi]) what grass could be found 
iU’oiind, there being very little to be found. &)me IVav of the men, 
however, without orders, took their horses into the timber beyond the 
pickets, leaving their saddhss and arms in camj). A small pai*tyof 
Indians craAvled u]) to them, fired on them, (*reating a vstampede. Most 
of the men ran aAvay, leaving theii* horses, arid the Indians succeeded 
in getting a feAv uAvay, but thr(v or four men having some courage 
mounted their horses l)arel)ack an<l gave <*hase, causing the Indians to 
drop all the horses, Avhi<di were r<‘taken, save one or two. A company 
was soon in pursuit, hut the Lidians escaped through some of the 
numerous ravines and forests. As we liad saddled and hitched up 
everything at the fiiAst alarm, I broki^ (*anip and moved xi]) the river 
thi‘ee miles in the direction of oxxr roxite, wh(u‘c thi^ grass was said to 
be better. By cATmiiig the working party under Colonel Pattee re- 
txirned, having exit tliree mih^.s of the road. A part of a comjjany, how- 
xwer, by accident had been left behind. They were surrounded by 
Indians and Avere near being (*ut off, but by a iiasty retreat they suc¬ 
ceeded in getting through the dee]) gorge, wh(u*e the road was cut, 
the Indians firing at thmn from the tops of the hills. They pursued 
them to the liver and shoAved themselves on the top of the high bluffs 
opposite my camp, firing into my canq), but a few shells from Jones’ 
battery soon scattered them, and Avith the exception of a little picket- 
‘firing there was no more timiblo that night. I now knew I had come 
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Upon the Indians I fought about a wek ago, and in the worst ])0ssible 
section of eountiy I could possibly wish to encounter an enemy. 

My road lay through a succession of mountain gorgCvS, down deep 
ravines, with x)erpendicuhir bluifs, so narrow only one wagon could pass 
at a time, intersected with valleys, doAvn which the Indians could dash 
onto any point of my traiii. Stretched out in a single line we would 
extend hum thi*ee to four miles. The large emigrant train I had were 
ox-teams heavily loaded, and it was impossible to move them except at 
a snails pace^ I felt more apprehension for their safety than for that of 
my command, for they had with them a large number of women and 
children. Tlierefore 1 took every precaution for protection as well as 
for attacking. I distributed my command along the flanks of the train 
and a strong guard in rear, with Captain Pope’s tour howitzers, with 
orders for companies to dismount and take the heights at dangerous 
points, remaining there till the next company in their rear relieved 
them. I sent three companies of the Second Brigade, who had the 
advance, ahead with a pioneer party, followcul by Jones’ battery. Col¬ 
onel Thomas, mth the rest of the Second Brigade, followed on the 
flanks of the wagons, while the First Brigade followed guarding the 
rest of the tiuins. I accompanied the advance brigade. I had given 
orders that at every point, when the nature of the groimd would allow 
it, for the teams to double up and park as close as they <iould, so as to 
close up the rear. After marching about tlnee miles we came onto the 
Indians strongly posted in front and on the flanks of a deep mountain 
pass. They were dislodged aftm* some little trouble, the shells from 
Jones’ battery doing good execution, and the advance with other troops 
pushed tn, while the pioneer party made the road. The Indians attacked 
me on the flanks and rear at the same time, but on all occasions they 
were repulsed with hea\y loss by troops near by, and thus we advanced 
fighting, hunting a road and digging it out, till we reached a small lake 
and spring about ten miles from our starting-point, repulsing the Indians 
at every point with great slaughter. I speak partly ftom what I saw, 
foi* in their hasty retreat they had to leave in many instances their dead 
on the ground; they carried them oft* whenever they could. At th<‘ 
vspring there was for a short time quite a brisk little skirmish, 
Indians trying to kee]) us ftom the only water we had tliat day, and 
the day was so hot that the aminals were suflering very miudi, having 
had not much to eat for two days. Part of Oohmel McLaren’s Second 
Minnesota had ]iiost of the work hei'e. One of his companies in advance 
got se])arated from the rest and siuTounded; they however got into a 
hollow and defended themselves until relieved by other companies sent 
out ft*om Colonel Tliomas’ command. Thcii* loss, however, was slightin 
comi)arison to their danger, ITjitbrtunately this dayl lost the S(‘rvi(*.es 
of my guide; he was shot, having ventoed too far in the advan(*e. He 
was the only one who knew the country ov<t which w(‘ were inarching. 

The next morning Ave moved forward. The Indians were in front of » 
us appearing as if they intended to give us battle. Ih'obably about 
1,000 showed themselves. I pushed forward Major House, Sixth 
loAva, with two companies of the Sixth Iowa, and Captain Tripp’s 
Dakota cavalry, and sent forward Major Brackett wdth one company 
of his battalion, and Pope’s four howitzers, dismounting the re^st of the 
Sixth Iowa, under Lientenaiit-Oolonel PoUock, on the right, and three 
companies of the Seventh Iowa, under Lieutenanl-CVdonel Pattee, on 
the left, to push out and clear our flanks, and moved foiward with 
Jones’ battery and the ti’ain, Colonel Thomas, witli his Minnesota bri- 
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gade, taking care of tlie i*eai*. We advanced Avitliont nm<*]i troubles 
vdtli a little skirmishing in fronj:, and also an atta(‘k in rear. The 
enemy were repulsed on all sides. It was evident in spite of all their 
boasting all fighting was out of tliem. A few miles brought us to an 
open coinitry, and the last we saw of the Indians a cloud of dust 
some six or eight miles off, running as fast as they could. They were 
better mounted than we were. The men behaved well. There were 
many acts of individual bravery disiilayed. A gri^at deal of ingenuity 
in many instances was slioAvn by the men in tra]>i)ing the Indians who, 
affnid of our long-ranged rifies and artillery, kept themselves at a re¬ 
spectful distance. Parties would crawl out behind lulls while a small 
party mounted would dash onto the Indians, fire and retreat, drawing 
the Indians into tlie ambus<‘ade, when they would succeed in emptying 
a few saddles and capturing a tew ponies. It is impossible for me to give 
anything like a report of the number of Indians killed, the fighting 
extended over vSo great a distan(*e, and A\as a siicc'essiou ot skiriiiishes; 
there was certainly ov(4-100 kUhnl. * Other offi(*ers feed wsure that there 
were double or even treble that Jiumber, It is certain, however, them 
loss was very heavy. Th(‘ samc^ Indians I fought before were engaged, 
besides Cheyennes, Brules, Miuneconjous, and others from the south. 
This I got from my own Indians, who, during the light, conversed with 
them from behind the hills. They met me under every disadvantage 
on the strongest of positions and were entir<dy (*rnshed and routed. If 
I had had anything to eat and w^as not encumbered with an emigrant 
train, and if my animals had not been without ibod so many days, 1 
might have overtaken some of them, for they ffed in all <lirectioiis. 

I would here state that on crossing the Little Missouri 1 found the 
country covered with myriads of grassho])])ers, who had eaten every¬ 
thing. My animals were almovst starved. 1 ibund this vstate of things 
all the way to the Yellowstone, aiul I wasobliged to abandon audshoot 
a number of animals on the road. Afbw marching six miles this day, 
we came to the idace where the Indians left about thirty hours before 
my arrival. From the size of their cam]), or rathm* bivouac, tor they 
had pitched no lodges, I should Judge all th(‘ Indians in the country 
had assembled there. The space they <K*(‘U])ied was over one mile long 
and half a mile Avide, besides which we discovered (*am])s all over the 
country, dose by this sjaff. 1 tbund the lodge trails turned to the felt 
in a southwest dire(dion. We still continued our (*ourse west by north, 
and next day crossed a heav}" trail going northeast toward the same 
point where I first fought them. It Avas cAudeutly not all the lodges 
that Avent that Avay. We continued our way a(*ross the countiy to 
the Yellowstone, whidi av(* i*eached on the l^th of August, over a sec¬ 
tion of country I never Avish to travel again; our animals half dead 
with hunger; the grass entirely (iaten off*. I should judge it was never 
very good gvass in the best of seasons. The water we had to drink 
the worst sort of alkali water; this told on the animals. Fortunately, 
Ave here met tlu^ two boats I ordered to get up the Yellowstone if pos¬ 
sible, and the first steamer that ever attempted to ascend this river. 
These boats were the Chippewa Falls and Alone, small stern-wheel 
steamers, the former drawing only twelve inches light; they each had 
about fifty tons of freight; very little of it <*orn. The steamer Island 
City, having aboard nearly all my (*orii, vStruck a snag near Foif Union 
and sunk. The steamers attom])ted to go above this ])<)iiit, but a rapid 
shoal rendered it impossible. It was also fortunate for the boats that 
we arrived wh(ui we did, for the water is tailing fast, and it Avill be 
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iinpoi:isible lor tliein to go down the stream over rapids below without 
the help of oiu' wagons. Having no gi*ain to recuperate my animals I 
had to again change my plans. 

I intended to again strike across the ('ountry northeast, in hopes 
of reaching tlie Indians again, but without any gi‘ass for s(weral 
days this could not be done. I therelbre crossed the command over 
the river, tbrding it with my wagons without much dificidty. The 
building of the post on the Yellowstone this year I consider not prac¬ 
ticable. The loss of one of my boats, the impossibility of getting boats 
this late ii]} the river, and the want oi' grass ])reventing me from haul- 
uig stores severalhundred miles u])the river will show you the reasons. 
I shall follow down the Yellowstone to its mouth, cross the Missouri 
and down it to Berthbld. I will by this means have grass and a good 
road, though I increase my distance over 100 miles. I have the honor 
to iiudose you the reports of commanders in regard to the part they 
took in the different skirmishes. 

With much resiiect, your obedient servant, 

ALF. SULLY, 

Brigadier- Gen era 1, 

Assistant Adjutant-G-enbeal, Dept, op the Noethwest. 


HeADQITAETEES l^OETHWESTEEN INDIAN EXPEDITION, 

Fort UnioUy Dale. Ter.^ Angmt IH [.^J, ISOI. 

Bte: My last report, dated August 13, was written after we had 
crossed the Yellowstone. 1 started on the 14th of August down the 
river. Grass was quite scarce and very much scattered. In conse¬ 
quence I had to scatter my command. This, T am informed by those 
who ought to know, is not the case generally, but that this season there 
were no snows and rain fell too late to be of much service. The coun¬ 
try appeared to be completely burned over by the sun, as if there had 
been a fire over the prairie. It was reported to me the boats could not 
get dovni the river over the different rapids. Therefore I Imd to unload 
'Sic wagons and send them to unload the boats, and with the assistance 
of the men I placed aboard the boats 1 succeeded in getting them to this 
point on the 17th instant. I had some difficulty in getting across the 
Missouri, owing to the quicksands, 1 could not ford it with wagons. 
They were all unloaded, takeii to ])ie<*cs, and i)laced on the boats, and 
the animals swam across. On the 2()th of August 1 su(*cc(‘d(Ml in get¬ 
ting everything across, Avith the loss of 1 man and 3 animals drowned 
and 2 wagons broken. It is now a month since avc started from Fort 
Eiice, and during that time we have marched about 400 miles over a 
most difficult country. Tln^ first night after I got a(*i*oss a ])arty of 
Crows came in, reporting they had been chased by a very large party 
of Sioux. I sent out Major Brackett and his battalion, and twoi)ieces 
under Captain Pope, with these Indians after the Sioux, but aft<u‘ 
hunting all over the country they returned, reporting no signs of Indi¬ 
ans, but a fresh track of a large body of buffalo. The chief of the 
Crows expressed themostfriendlyfeeliiig toward the whites, and wished 
me to remain here till he could bring the nation in to see me. This I 
could not i)romise. The traders here report that they exi)ressed quite 
a different feeling toward the whites betbi’C they heard I was in the 
country. Tlie Assinniboines Avere here a lew days l)efore 1 arrived to 
receive them goods. They got part of them, issued by the command- 
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in^>’ officer, for tlie a^^eiit of all tlieso upper bands left sonic \ve(‘ks a^>’(). 
Tliis system of issuing* ammity ^-oods is one grand liuinbng. The annui¬ 
ties^ sent are so very sSinall that it isS imposSsSible for every one of the 
nation to get a sShare, Avithout they are issued at the rate of spoousfull 
of sugar, and strips of cloth ‘one inch Av^ide ]>er man. The strongest and 
boldest of the bands, and often the worst Indians, get the largest slnm^ 
This breeds dissatisfaction. The agent <‘oines up the river with the 
goods on some boat, and if he don’t find the Lidians present to reeei\'e 
their annuities he returns in the boat, leaving the stores in charge of 
the fort, to be issued or not, as jiiay seem best, and liable to be stolen. 
It cannot be expected of the Indians that they Avill lea\"e their hunt¬ 
ing grounds and bring their families to some fort, where theri^ is no 
gam.e, to starve while waiting to receive a spoonfiil of sugar, or a few 
beads, and part of a blanket per head, and maybe have tOAYait'for 
weeks and weeks at one of the forts the arrival of their agent vAutli the 
goods, who must return in the boat that brought him up, or be obliged 
to remain up in the country until next year. It would be better to do 
away Avith this annuity business altogether, as the Indians call it pay¬ 
ing them to be good, or if it is considered necessary to make a tribe a 
liresent let it be on their good conduct, and when ordered by the Presi¬ 
dent, or let the goods remain for several years to accumulate to a re- 
siiectable amount, and send them tinder charge of some honest man, 
AAiio would remain and see that the Indians got them. I here parted 
Avith my emigrant train, but not until they had succeeded in giving 
me further cause uot to forget them. Quite a number of horses, mules, 
and oxen turned up missing. At first it was suiiiiosed they had strayed 
away in the thick timber; a large number of pistols and other arms 
and property were also reported to me missing, and seA^eral deserters. 

I therefore sent a foi’ce after the Idaho gentlemen; they OA^ertook part 
of it, for it AA^as scattered all over the countiy. Twenty Indians could 
have captured tliem in detail. The part of the train my troops OA^er- 
took was composed of the better ehivss of citizens; they only had nine 
oxen, six horses, and a fcAv rifies. They ac^knowledged that a party 
ahead had a very large amoAint of arms that thty had purchased from 
soldiers for whiskey, but as they had good animals, stolen ours, they 
Avere some twenty miles ahead; Avith them were the deserters. These 
gentlemen expressed great regret that they should he associated with 
such scoundrels, y(^t they did not give me information by which I might 
hav^e caught thes(^ men. T suppose they did not think it of importance. 
The fort is an old, dilapidated afiair, almost falling to i)ieces. I haA^e here 
deposited the stores I intended for the post up the Yellowstone, under 
charge of (Company I, Thirtieth Wisconsin. This command will remain 
here this winter to guard the stores. I look upon the position at the 
mouth of the Yellowstone as a ATry important one as a depot of sup¬ 
plies. 

Fort Union is too far aboA^e the mouth of the Yellowstone, and fre¬ 
quently inaccessible. I therefore made a military reservation about four ^ 
miles square at and below the mouth of the Yellowstone River, taking 
in all the heaviest bodies of timber. 

The two boats start below in a day or so with the vsick and wounded. 
AvS soon as I load np my ti’ain I will start for Fort B(n*thold. 

With much respe(*t, your otiedieirt servant, 

ALF. SULLY, 
Brigadier- General, 

Assistant AD,nTTANT-GENEBAL, Dept, of the Korthavest. 
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B[EAD(iUABTERS NOKTIIWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION, 

Fort Berfhold^ Angiiat 20^ Jl86i, 

Sir: I vstarted from Fort Union on tlie 2lHt and readied this ])oim 
yesterday. Our march at hrst had to he slow on aecoimt of om* ani 
inals, hut after marching about seventy miles the ^rass im]>roved greatly, 
and ill couse<pience our animals. It was my intention to come to this 
])oint, as 1 would here, no douht, he ahle to learn something about the 
{Sioux from the Eee Indians. After mardiing dovn the river six days, 
about eighty miles by land below Union, we (*ame to a place near the 
head of the Big Bend, where a very large body of Indians had (*rossed 
the Missouri, about ten days before, and camped there one night. 
There were very few trails of lodges, but a very large number of pony 
tracks, some thousand at least. Their track, after going north, appeared 
to turn to the east and cross the Little Knife Biver, in the dii^ection of 
Devil’s Lake. These were undoubtedly the same Indians whose trail I 
mentioned we crossed after our fighting in the hills east of the Yellow¬ 
stone, and I had no doubt they were the Yanktonais; this I afterward 
found out was the case. They may have gone into the British posses¬ 
sions, for all the Indians well know we are not authorized to (*ross the 
line. The half breeds of the North keei) them well posted in these mat¬ 
ters; it is to their interest to dratv all the trade to their country. On 
my arrival at Berthold I met all the Indians of the Eee, Gros Ventres, 
and Mandan Nations. They were busy collecting their (*orn, of Avhi(ih 
they have a very large amount. They Avere all glad to see me, as they 
exi)ressed themselves. They now feit as if they were relieved from 
slaAxuy. They offered their sciwices to go out Avith me. A large party 
of them had staifed in July to meet me, but found by my trail I had 
passed so long ago they went to Fort Kice. These tndi'ans have tor 
years been fiiends to the whites; they are industrious and look well 
off*. The Sioux tried hard to get them to join them. This they would 
not do, but had to make x>eace Avith them, as they are too weak to con¬ 
tend against this powerful tribe. They ought to be protected, as they 
afford, in a measai*e, a barrier against the Sioux holding all the country 
near the river. On this account, and as T deemed it necessary to keep 
up the communication up the riA^er, I ordered (^aptain Moreland, AAith 
Ids company (G, Sixth loAva OaA'alry), to garrison the fort. This ])Ost 
is the best ])oint from which to sui)ply a ])(>st at Devil’s Lake. 

In coiiATrsing Avith the Bees in regard to the trail 1 crossed, they all 
agreed that undoubtedly the Sioux had gone to tlu^ Maison du (Mden 
Butte, and not to the line. The day after 1 arrived a Yanktonais In¬ 
dian arrived, who had married a Bee squaw; he caim^ to see me; 1 knew 
him as the brother of Big Head. He reported that he had Just come 
from the camp of the Yanktonais, at a lake, the head of the Litthi 
Knife Eiver; that there they had met a party of hali'-brecMls of th(^ North, 
who had furnished them scAxm kegs of poAvder and balls, and that by 
their inAutation they were then on their Avay to the British line. I le also 
stated that the Chief^^ Black Catfish and Medicine Bull and some of the 
head men had told him that they Avished to make peace, and Avanted 
to come in, but were afraid; that they would not have got into this 
scrape had it not been for the Unkpapas, and other tribes south; that 
at the first battle I had they were satisfied the Unkpa])as were better 
at talking than fighting; that at the next fight they moATd out of the 
way and then left the rest, going north, Avhile the rest had gone into 
the Black Hills; also that Two Bears left to go to Fort Bice. The In¬ 
dians had lost most of their lodges and baggage, and were in a very 
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disti'ebsed condition. I ^iv(‘ you lus siojy for winit it ib Arortlij it may 
be ti*ue, blit is just as likely false, nowever^ I gave this Yauktonais 
a paper, and sent him back to bring in the Y^anktonais to Fort Eice 
and I would talk with them. I told him I intended to go north after 
these Indians, but that I would not go there now after what he said 5 
ill fact, it was not in my power to go as I had not rations enough. 

On the 30th I start down the river. I shall march down some dis¬ 
tance, and then turn otf tovard Devil’s Lake, when I vShall know if this 
Indian has told me tlie truth. 

‘VYith much i*evspect, your obedient servant, 

ALF. SULLY, 

Brifjn d i er-Genera L 

Assistant Anjx^TANT-dENERAL, Dkvt. of titk Jnoktiiwest. 


EQeadqitarteus Southwestern Indian Expedition, 

Cam}) Fort lllee^ September ,9, tR6d, 

General: On my arrival here 1 received the first communication I 
have received for two months. I rea(*hed herewith mystalf yesterday, 
the command to-day. I liave not time to addi'ess you officially and 
therefore wiite in private a short note what 1 shall say in the i)roper 
mode. Capts^in Fisk, T very much iear, has destroyed all the plans 1 
had made to make a i)eace with these Indians, and so close this trouble¬ 
some and expensive business, for if it is continued it can be made a 
second Florida war. Why will our Government continue to act so fool¬ 
ishly, sending out emigrant trains at a great expensef Do they know 
that most of the men that go arepensous running away from the draft? 
They curse and ridicule the exiDeditionand otlicers in command. Fisk, 
as I am reliably informed, was the loudest talker in this resi)ect; he 
ridiculed the expedition and particularly ma in the loudest terms, and 
now he sends back word he is corralled about 200 miles west and wants 
help, as he says, to go forward, for it would be ruinous to him to lium 
back. But he wishes troops now (he boasted he could go anywhere 
through the country with fifty men to help him) no matter if it costs 
the Govermnent any amount and exi)osed the lives of the men and an¬ 
imals of my command. The Government would have saved money had 
they bought out the emigrant train 1 took, and Fisk’s, paying them 
three times the value. They can’t go forward on their trail; there is no 
grass and very little water. Fisk was told of this before he started 
fr*om here, but he, though he had never been over the country, knew bet¬ 
ter. It was a damned trick of the traders; they Avanted him to go 
ninety miles out of his way, by Berthold, to get money out of his men.” 
I have given orders to the <*ommander of the troops I send to his relief, 
mostly infantry (for most of the horses are too weak to travel), to bring 
back the troops and advise the emigrants to turn back, for in less than 
a month we must exiiect winter here, then if Fisk and his emigrants 
choose to go ahead let them go. 

Lieutenant Smith, Dakota cavalry, commanded the escort which 
Colonel Dill, contrary to my orders, furnished. This is the same lieu¬ 
tenant that the President dismissed for low, outrageous conduct. Cap¬ 
tain Fisk reports him as the bravest of men. He may be. This lieu¬ 
tenant was sent with a few soldiers back to Fort Eice with the 
application for relief. This lieutenant reports that there are over 1,000 
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Indians; that Eisk is Ibrtitied and is <liggin^ for water. The soldiers 
report differently, as tliey vSay the hrst attack was made on two wagons 
tar in the rear, with aniinnnition and some arms and seven men, by 
about sixty Indians. These wagons were captured and six of the men 
killed, and at no time over 300 Indians were there. This I believe to be 
the true story, but if they remain there, before long they will have force 
of Indians enougli to clean them out. Should this take pla(*e it will 
put a stop to all hopes of my coming to any settlement this year with 
the Indians. 

About 300 or 400 lodges of Indians of all bands, those who gave them¬ 
selves up this year and I allowed to go and hunt, are here. Seven of 
the Yanktonais are with them who report that all the Yanktonais and 
some Santees are on their way here to see me and make peace. If the 
Eisk raid don’t put a stop to this it will be a great matter. I hope it is 
true, but have my doubts. You state that the six companies of the 
Ehst U. S. Volunteers are on their way by steamer. No boat can get 
up here now. Shall I relieve the Wisconsin troops if they don’t come? 
1 can do so. In case these troops do come I will have Brackett’s bat- 
tah’on and four small companies of the Seventh Iowa of no use to me 
this winter. Will you please send orders to me by telegraph. 

Yours, with respect, 

ALF. SULLY, 

Bri gad ier- Genera 1. 

Major-General Pope, 

Milwanlcee, 


HEAJDQtrAETEUS NORTHWESTERN INDIAN EXPEDITION, 

Fort EleCj Balk. Ter.^ September il, 186d. 

Sir: I left Fort Berthold the 1st of September, marched down the 
Missouri to mouth of Snake Creek. Was glad to get my command 
away, for I found that whisky there was in abundance. I am told by 
reliable persons that the Indians had it in their tents for sale. It is 
»said they get it from tlie English half-breeds, who appear to have (*oii- 
trol of this country. From the mouth of Snake Creek I struck north 
toward the Mouse Eiver, and after going in sight of it turned to the 
southeast to the Maison du Chien Butte, and there encamped. 1 sejit 
out iparties to examine the country, but no recent signs of Indians could 
be discovered. We found thousands of buffalo, good grass, plenty of 
water, and some timber—the very country I would go into to hunt for 
Indians. On top of the butte yoii have a fine view of the country for 
over forty miles. I am now satisfied of the truth of so much of the 
Yanktonais’ story that I mentioned in my last letter, as to these In¬ 
dians seeking safety with their friends in the British possessions. 
Although I found no recent signs of Indians, I found the country all 
around cut up by heavy ti*ains of Pembina carts, about a month’old, 
in all directions. One trail looked quite recent, and I was in hopes of 
captuiing some of these scoundrels, but did not succeed. We can never 
expect to have quiet on this frontier till this unlawful traflic on the part 
of people finrn the English possessions is put down. An exi)editiou 
into theii* country would have a very beneficial effect. It would show 
the Indians that they had not a safe refuge, and could no longer be 
supplied with ammunition by people living under the English flag. 
They come into our country constantly in parties several hundred 
strong, well armed and ready to attack or defend themselves, invite 
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our ludiaiiv^ to rcssist tlic (Jov<^rnuioiit, fuiiiihli tlioni with arms and am¬ 
munition, and when tlu\y are i>ushed by tlie troops take care of them 
over the British line till the troops ^>et out ot the way. If we had the 
troops to remain in tliis country this could be, in a great ineasime, 
stopped in a short time. 'Not being permitted to follow the Indians 
north of the line, and having nothing to fight in my owii country, I took 
lip my line of march south toward Port Bice. We found the buffalo so 
thick at some of oui* camps 1 had to send out men dismounted as skir¬ 
mishers to drive them off. A great many were killed in this way, 
which was lucky, lor oui‘ ffesh meat was about out. 

I reached Eoit Rice on the evening of the 8th instant; the command 
arrived next day, I found the post in a fine state of i)rogress. The 
foul* companies of Colonel Bill’s command have done an immense 
amount of labor in the last two months and have done it well. The 
l)ost when finished will be one of the best posts in the West. The men 
complain greatly that working as they do they wear out more clothing 
than their pay amounts to. If I had it in my own i)ower, I would issue 
them extra clothing; they deserve it. I here met the lodges of Indians 
of different bands who took no 3 )art in the war, and by my permission 
went on a hunt, under (‘harge of fifty of theii* soldieis that I appoint 
from the different tribes of Indians to ke(‘p order in their camp. Giv¬ 
ing them a uniform, they appeared to be ])roud of their i)osition. They 
also tell me they think all the Yanktonais will come in before long and 
make peace; I liope it may be true. I here learned that Captain Fisk 
and his emigrant train of 80 or 100 wagons left here about two 
weeks ago on my trail to go to the Yellowstone; that he reached here 
under an-escort of a company of cavaky. He required an escort li*om 
the commanding officer here—Colonel Bill, Thirtieth Wisconsin. The 
colonel furnished him with an escort of a lieutenant and fifty men, com¬ 
posed of cavah‘ymen that I had left here, not in good healtli and poorly 
mounted. The lieutenant with foiuteen men returned the day betbre I 
arrived with a letter ftom Captain Fisk, stating that he was about 200 
miles west of here (he had left my trail); he was corralled and fortified, 
and was surrounded by Indians, and that he must be re-enforced to 
enable him to go forward, ^‘■for to turn back Avould be ruinous to him.” 
While here he was cautioned against going west on my frail, both on 
account of the danger to so small a force, and of the veiy great difficul¬ 
ties of their getting through on account of the (‘ountry. Tie laughed 
and replied that with fifty men he could go anywhere; all he wanted with 
fifty men, soldiers, was to quiet the fears oi* the women and (hilcken 
he had with him. 

In quevStioning separately the soldiers who returned I found that not 
over 300 Indians were there; that they were attacked three days before 
they made their corral by about sixty Indians, while the train was 
stretched out on the road, and two wagons, one of which had upset, 
were about two miles in the rear, with a guard of six soldiers. One of 
these wagons unfortunately contained arms and ammunition. Six 
soldiers and two citizens wei*e killed and wagons cai)tured, and one 
citizen escaped. They had skirmishes after that, and then they cor¬ 
ralled. They were burning parts of theii* wagons and feeding the cat¬ 
tle on bread and flour when the party left; they left in the middle of a 
stormy night. Fearing, if this emigrant party remained where they 
were long, the Indians would send out runners and collect a party that 
would clean them out, and learning that all the party except the cap¬ 
tain were anxious to turn back, 1 thought it my duty to do all in my 
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power to save thenij iu spite of the orders I had 3 *eeeived a])oiit the 
movement of troops, on account of the women and childi*eii and my 
soldiers, if no one else, who were innocent of the folly of so small a 
party going into an enemy’s country, who had lately been badly 
whipped, and would do all they could to take revenge if possible. 
When my troops arrived next day I issued an oi‘der directing Colonel 
Dill, with 300 of the Thirtieth Wisconsin, 200 Eighth Minnesota, 100 
Seventh Iowa Cavahy, all dismounted, and from the Second Minnesota 
Cavalry, Brackett’s battalion, and Sixth Iowa Cavalry 100 men each, 
mounted on the best of the horses, with two howitzers, to go after Cap¬ 
tain Eisk and bring back his party. I would have sent only a cavalry 
force, but this I could not 5 my animals were too weak to stand a rapid 
march, having marched 1,500 miles in the last three months, sometimes 
with little or no grass, and the worst of alkali water. All day yester¬ 
day was consumed in crossing the troops and wagons, drawing rations, 
&c.; this morning early they started. I hope they will be in time to 
relieve Captain Eisk, if he is in trouble, for a disaster to him and his 
pai'ty at this present moment would greatly retard my prospects of 
making peace with the Indians. They would, of course, take this 
emigrant train for part of my command, and if they capture it the evil 
disposed in the nation would boast of it and urge the rest to continue 
the war. I shall send off from herjs all the troops except a sufficient 
number to protect the place, and v^l remain here some days. I would 
like to keep the command up here a few weeks longer, but this is 
imx)ossible. I have not rations enough; a very large quantity of what I 
have is not fit for use. The sinking of two boats and the breaking 
down of another, together with the low stage of water, prevented all 
my supphes reaching here. The campaign for this summer must there¬ 
fore close. Winter will very soon set in and with it death to all my 
stock, reduced and weak as it is; two or three cold freezing rains or 
snows on the praiiie would kill them off*. 

In conclusion I would beg leave to make the following remarks in 
regard to Indian affairs in this section of country: The Indian expedi¬ 
tion which the general commanding the department ordered has been 
a success in every respect as far as it was in the power of any one or 
any body of troops to make it so. Chcumstances over which no hmnan 
being had any control prevented it irom being a perfect success iu 
every respect. Had the Missouri Eiver commenced to rise in April, as 
it generally does, instead of June, the boats from Saint Louis would have 
got up to Sioux City and other points of starting sooner; the command 
would have been in the field sooner, boats would not have stuck on 
sand-bars, freight would not have been unloaded and loaded, whereby 
much of the stores was damaged badly. Had not two of the boats 
sunk and one become disabled, more supplies would be on hand, and 
if the usual amount of snow had fallen last winter the river would 
have been higher, the Yellowstone would have been navigable, there 
would have been grass and water, not alkali, which has helped to kill 
off many of my animals, the post on the Yellowstone could have been 
established. But in spite of all this, the expedition has met the com¬ 
bined forces of the Sioux NTatjon at points they chose to give us battle, 
and in these engagements completely routed them, destroyed a large > 
portion of their camps and baggage, and scattered them in all direc¬ 
tions, completely breaking up their combination, and proved to them 
that in spite of their boasts and threats they were no match for the 
whites. I think they never wiU again organize for resistance against 
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a large body of troops, and I do not therefore think it will be necessary 
to have another expedition. Yet, owing to the vast extent of country 
over which these Sioux can rove, the peculiar nature of a large portion 
of the country, such as the Black Hills, the mountains near the Big 
Horn, the Bad Lands, extending ten miles and over, on both sides of 
the Little Missouri, Gros Ventres, so brcken up in places with narrow 
ravines, hundreds of feet deep, the sides of which are perfectly perpen- 
dicTilar, it is not only easy then to lose Indians you may be in pursuit 
of, but even lose yourself*; and then, again, the safe refuge the Indians 
have in the British ])OSsessions under tlu^ protection of the half-breeds 
of the l^orth, w'ho urge tlie Indians to keep up th(^ war, so that they 
may be benefited by their trade, it will be exceedingly difficult to 
bring all the bands of the Sioux to a <*omi)lete subjection. A peace 
could no doubt be made with these Indians, as was made in 1857, by 
Congress making a heavy appropriation, promising to feed and (dothe 
these Indians and begging them not to be bad any more, and there is 
no doubt such a pea(‘e would be just as well kept as the peace already 
made—that is, ever;y^ v'hite man who entered their country would be 
robbed or killed, without they went in sufficient numbers to protect 
themselves. The Indians regard the annuities given by the Govern¬ 
ment because they feai* them. It will be ne(*essary, however, to gar¬ 
rison posts in the (*ountry, keeping’up a vsufficient foi'(*e for a few years 
not only to guard the posts but to send out parties to hunt u]) the 
Indians. 

The matter of the greatest consequence in regard to these iiosts is the 
sele(*tion of a proper (M)mmauder, so few officers in the army, at least 
in the volunteei* service, that have had the oi)portunity to become well 
acquainted with the Indian character. It would be better to have no 
garrison at all than to have it commanded by an incomi)etent offl(‘er. 
Idle ])ost on the Y(dlowstone should be built, but the (question is where 
to place it. In a military i)oint of view, near the mouth of the Powder 
Eivcr would be a good ])oint, but from what I saw on the Yellowstone 
Valley, and from what I am told by those who ought to know, there will 
be great difficulty in procuring hay. 

All the Indians north of tlu^ Missouri, above the Big Bend, could 
easily be banded together to assist a body of troops to war against the 
Sioux. In my opinion it would be policy and economy for the Govern¬ 
ment to expend a few thousand dollars and get these Indians into a 
war with the hostile portion of the Sioux, and to assist them also with 
ti‘oops, till all the posts are iiernianently established. 

With much respect, your obedient servant, 

ALF. SULLY, 
Brigadier-Genera L 

Assistant Adjittant-Genebal, Dept, of the NTorthwest. 


‘ Headquarters Ij^^orthwestern Indian Expedition, 

Crow Creeh Agency^ Dak. Ter.^ October 10^ 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report I arrived here to-day; leffc the camp 
near Farm Island the 8th. The same day the First tj. S. Volunteers 
reached there marching. They had to leave their boat some thirty 
miles below here, owing to the unusual low stage of water. The bat¬ 
talion was in a poor condition to march in this season of the year, with- 
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out tents, and little or no ti*ansportation. I, liowever, liad on ]iand 
slielter-tents, that were for my use, but did not reacli me in time, and 
I hired a fewAvagoiis. They will reach Dice about the 17th. 1 was 
much pleased with the appearance of the offieers and men. I found 
that the thi*ee head chiefs of the hostile bands, who had been m bolli 
the battles this year, had been in at the fort. They acknowledged they 
had been badly beaten, and felt they were no inatcb for the Avhites, and 
wislied to know on what terms they (‘ould have peace. The command¬ 
ing officer told them on condition they behaved themselves, and would 
no longer molest the whites. They went off saying they would go to 
1)1 ing in their principal people. I have fox gotten the names of two of 
these chiefs, but Bear Eibs, an IJnkpapa, is one. As I had to go 
below I left my adjutant-general. Captain Pell, at Fort Sully, to meet 
them, and to send m<^ word if 1 was wanted. 1 shall go to Sioux City, 
and I think it would be well for me to remain there a few weeks till I 
can hear fiom them. My friendly Indians also met me there with the 
same news tliat they had no doubt these Indians would all come in 
for i)eace.” I think the prospect looks bright for hnishing all troubles 
west of the river, but on this side of the river, the British possessions 
affording a safe refuge for all evil disposed, may delay matters fora 
time, if these Indians doiPt come in before winter sets in, it is not 
likely they will before early spring*; as they will ])robably make their 
winter camp far from the troops. I would be glad to hear if the gen¬ 
eral commanding thinks it best for me to remain at Sioux City until I 
hear definitely in regard to this matter. 

With much respect, your obedient servant, 

ALE. SULLY, 
Brigadier' GeneraL 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept, op the INorthwest. 


[Iiidorsoment ] 

Headqtjaetees Depaetment of the Noethwest, 

Milwaukee, October 22,1S64. 
EespectfiUty referred to Major-General Ifalleck. 

This report of General Sully is valuable and intei’esting as showing 
the immediate prospect of settling all Indian difficulties in this depart¬ 
ment. 

JNO. POPE, 

Major-0eneraI, Com mamJing. 


No. 

Reports of laeut. Col. Samuel M. Pollock, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, First 

Brigade. 

Headqtjaetees Sixth Iowa Voltjnteee Cayaeet, 

Camp No. 34, July 29,1364. 

SiE: I have the honor to report the operations of eleven companies 
of the Sixth Iowa Volunteer Cavalry on the 28th and 29th of July, 1864 
(Company K having been left in garrison at Fort Randall. Dak. Ter.), in 
connection with the battle with the Indians at Tahkahokuty. On the • 
morning of the 28th instant the two brigades took up the line of march 
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from their camp (Ko, 32) and Big Knife Eiver^ in a direction west of north. 
Tbe First Brigade, consisting of the Sixth Iowa Yoluiiteer Cavalry, three 
companies of the Seventh Iowa Volunteer Cavaliy, Brackett’s Battalion 
of Minnesota Cavalry, two companies of Dakota cavalry, the Prairie 
battery, and one company of Indian scouts, being in advance. About 
11 a. in. tlie guides announced that they had discovered Indians in 
large numbers at a place called Tahkahokuty, directly in our front, 
and at a distance of but a f(^w miles, as reported by them, but which 
eventually proved to be at least ten miles away. 

The position occupied by the Indians consisted of a ridge of buttes, 
varying from 400 to 800 feet in height, the sides of which were covei^ed 
with timber and large ro(4iS. Deep, wooded ravines almost inaccessi¬ 
ble to cavalry protected nearly the whole fr'ont of these buttes. South 
of this position were lower ranges of buttes, ov(U‘ which it was necessary 
to pass to reach the almost impregnable iiosition occupied by the enemy. 
These lower ranges were broken, uneven, and stony. 

Upon the announcement of the presence of Indians in our front the 
line of battle was immediafrdy formed by th(^ general commanding, the 
Seventh Iowa Volunteer Cavalry being in the center, the Sixth Iowa 
Cavalry on the right, and the Eighth Minnesota Infantry on the left, 
the Prairie battery, supported by Company M, Sixth Iowa Cavahy, 
and the Indian scouts advamdng in the interval between the Sixth 
.and Seventh Iowa Cavahy. One battahon, composed of Companies A, 

G, L, and D, of the Sixth Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, was commanded by 
Capt. John Galligan, Company A; one battalion (Companies B, E, and 
F) by Capt, D. 0. Cram, Company B; and one battalion (Companies C, 

H, and I) by Major House. Company G was thrown in advance of the 
line of skiimishers. Strong parties of Indians came out well mounted 
(some of them on Ammican horses) and attack(^d us from eight to ten 
mih\s from their position in the bluffs. Six companies, viz, A, C, D, 
H, I, and L, were dismounted and deployed as skirmishers on the right, 
Company G dismounted and skirmishing in the advance, three com¬ 
panies (B, E, and F) nmiaining mounted, and used as a reserve, under 
command of Capt. D. (\ Cram. After advancing and skirmishing 
about three miles the Indians gathered in large numbers on and near 
a high butte in front of our left. The Prairie battery took position, and 
after iiiing a few rounds dislodged and scattered them. We continued 
to advance for about two miles farther, constantly skirmishing and 
driving the enemy before us, when they again massed in*large numbers 
on our right front. A part of the Minnesota battery, sup])<)rted by 
Company E, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, was ■i)la(*ediu position on oiu* right, 
and after a few rounds scattered them, they moving still farther to our 
right near the high bluffs which extended some distance in that direc¬ 
tion. A charge was here made upon them by Brackett’s Battalion of 
Minnesota Cavalry, and they were again driven more to our front, 
gradually falling back to them strongest position in the range of bluffs 
before indicated. Our line continued to advance, but by (Infection of 
the general commanding was not to move in advance of the Seventh 
Iowa Cavahy on our left, but was to present a connected and continu¬ 
ous line. We were delayed for an hour or more awaiting the advance 
ot the Seventh Iowa Cavalry. 

The artillery and cavalry were thrown forward, on the right and left, 
driving the enemy up in the bluffs. Our line again advanced and 
reached and took i)ossession of the bluff's about sunset, the artillery 
having shelled the enemy fi‘om their shelter in the yoods and behind 
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tlie rocks on the sides of the bluffs in our front. But one casualty 
occurred in the regiment: one man in Company Sixth Iowa Cavalry 
was severely but not dangerously wounded. The day was excessiv*ely 
hot. The men were dismounted and carrying their arms and aminimi 
tion (weighing about twenty-five pounds), and the Indians being well 
mounted, were able generally to move out of the range of oin‘ rifies. It is 
impossible to give vith any degree of certainty the number of Indians 
killed; many, hovever, were seen to fall from their horses, and sev¬ 
eral were known to have been killed. We encamped about two miles 
north of the battle-field, and the next morning started in pursuit of 
the Indians toward the Little Missouri Eiver, but after marching about 
two hours were obliged to turn back, having found it impossible to 
move any farther Avith wagons in that direction. Upon returning to 
the battle-field four companies were detailed to destroy i^roperty taken 
from the Indians. A vast amount of property consisting of lodges, 
poles, and dried meat was destroyed. Both officers and men behaved 
well throughout. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, A^ery respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

S. M. POLLOCK, 

Lieut, Cot, N/cT/A Iowa Camlrif Commanding Regiment, 
Oapt. John TI. Pell, 

Asst, Adjt, Gen,,, Northwestern Indian Expedition, 


IlEADQUARTEUS 8IXTII lOWA VOLUNTEEK CAVALRY, 

Camp No, —, August 1 ( 96 /. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 8th 
instant the Sixth Iowa Volunteer Cavahy moved from the camp on 
the Little Missomi Eiver into the position assigned it as the right 
column of the First Brigade of the Northwestern Indian Expedition. 
Immediately after moving into iiosition, and before crossing the river, 
Indians in large numbers were seen in ffiont and on the right and lel't 
of the column; heavy fihing was also heard in front. My (‘ommand was 
immediately moved forward, closing up to the rear of the Se(*ond Brigade^, 
which was that day in advance. I dismounted Coin])anies 1) and L, 
deploying them as skirmishers on the right of the column. On tlu^ 
range of high buttes running along the right of the deep ravine through 
which the column and train were obliged to advance, parties of Indians 
appeared continually on the flanks, but finding no part of the train 
unguarded kept mostly out of range of our guns. In this manner we 
continued to advance for about four miles until Ave a])proach<‘d two 
high buttes between which oui* route was, and from which the eiunny 
had been dislodged by the troops in the advatu'C. The train Avilh the 
brigade in advance was corralled here and troops stationed on the 
heights. While the advance had moved forwax‘d to secure a position in 
front, the tinops stationed on the heights on the right flank wer(^ 
relieved by Companies C and I, of my command. A part of Coini)any 
M was also left as a support to a piece placed in position on the right 
flank of the column by Captain Pope from his battery. The column 
again moved forAvard, large numbers of Indians appearing on the flanks 
and passing aromnd the rear, only coming within range of oiu* carbines 
occasionally, generally secreting themselves Avheu Avithin range in 
ravines and behind buttes, The rear was iTe(iiumtly threatened, bixt 
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notliing more tlian skirmisliing took place tliere. The coinmaiid con¬ 
tinued to march in this manner until about 5 p. nu, when we arrived at 
a small lake where we were ordered to bivouac. 

We were allowed but a short rest, however, the Indians appearing 
in large numbers suddenly, covering the buttes in every direction and 
entirely suiTounding the command. Companies A, C, E, G, I, and L 
were immediately moved out on toot to support the pickets^ except 
(*oming near enough to exchange a few shots no direct attack was made. 
Private Alfred J. Nicholson, Compamy H (which company formed a 
part of the rear guard), while in rear of his company a few yards, was 
wounded in the hip by an arrow, Inflicting a flesh wound, not danger¬ 
ous. No other casualties occurred during the day. Six or eight In¬ 
dians are believed to have been killed during the day, but being on the 
flank and in rear of the column, no definite statement can be made. 
Companies A and II were on guard during the night. Companies C, 
D, F, and L were placed directly in rear of the pickets and near them 
as a support in case of an attack. The remainder of the regiment slept 
on their arms. At daybreak on the morning of the 9th Indians in 
large numbers were discovered occupying the buttes around camp, and 
particularly in front. Large numbers of them were gathered on every 
butre or hiU near our camp. A hurried meal was soon dispatched and 
the First Brigade moved in position as the advance brigade. The In¬ 
dians were gTadually moving nearer camp and had already exchanged 
several shots with the pickets, becoming very insolent and taking pos¬ 
session of every position in our front that would afford them any pro¬ 
tection from the artillery. Company C was dismounted, and Company 
I mounted, were moved forward as a part of the advance guard. One 
battalion. Companies A, D, G, and L (Capt. John Galligan, Company 
A, acting major) were now dismounted and moved in fr‘ont of the right 
of the brigade as skirmishers. I was then ordennl to move forward and 
drive the Indians from the iront and take possession of two liigh buttes 
about one mile in advance and which were covered with Indians. The 
command was given and the six companies lavst named moved forward 
at double-quick time, driving the Indians fi*om the buttes and ravines, 
scattering them wherever they attempted to make a stand, and continu¬ 
ing at this pace made a charge of over two miles in a very few minutes 
without halting. I was here halted by orders of the general command¬ 
ing until the column and train came up. The Indians evidently not 
expe(*ting so rapid an advance, were dismayed and disheartened, and 
fleeing in every direction disappeared almost entirely fi’om our front, 
the few remaining keeping at a respectful distance and giving us no 
farther opportunity of engaging them. No cavsualties occuiTed during 
th(' day, although several bodies of Indians were closely engaged, but 
were mostly siu'prised in ravines, and were too much alarmed to fire 
with any certain aim, and the only damage received from theii* fire was 
the loss of two horses in Company I. Thirteen Indians were known to 
have been killed, and a number of others were seen to fall, many (vf 
them being placed on ponies and carried away by their comrades. Both 
officers and men behaved well during the entire engagement. 

I have the honoi* to remain, sir, very respectfriUy, your obedient 
servant, 

S. M. POLLOCK, 

LieutevmnPColonel^ Commanding Regiment, 

Capt. John H. Pell, 

Adjt. Qen,^ Northwestern Indian JExjgedition, 
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Eeport of Lieut, Col, John Fattee, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, 

Hdqrs. Third Battalion, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, 

Northwestern Indian Expedition, 

Camp Ifo. 86y August 186L 

Captain : I have the honor to report that on the 28th of July, 1804, 
the command broke camp on a branch of Knife Eiver at an early hour 
and inarched in a northwestern direction. My battalion was marching 
in rear of the left colnmn of the First Brigade. At about 10 a. m. 
information was brought in by the guides that a large body of Indians 
had been discovered a few miles directly in om‘ fi‘ont. I was ordered 
to move my men to the head of the left column. After marching a 
short distance the Indians appeared in large numbeivs in front, and I 
was ordered to dismount my men and deploy them in front as skh-- 
mishers. My formation was in the center, the Sixth Iowa Cavalry 
being on my right and the Eighth Minnesota on the left. As soon as 
the formation was completed the whole line commenced advancing, and 
after marching fr‘om one and a half to two miles a still larger number 
of Indians could be seen maiieuveriug on the base of a large and abrupt 
range of wooded hills a few miles in front. They soon advanced to 
meet our line, which continiuTl steadily to advance, and a scattering 
fire was commenced, the first volley being fired at an Indian who ai)- 
l)eared in fr*ont brandishing a war* club and a])parently direc*ting the 
movements of the others, this being the opening fire oi'the fight. The 
fire then became general and continued with intervals along our whole 
line. Although my men had never before been under fire, they con¬ 
tinued to advance steadily and deliberately and met and repelled tlu^ 
chai’ges made by the Indians fr’om time to time with great fii*mness and 
comi)osure. 

The advance continued in this way about one hour when the Eighth 
Minnesota, being severely jiressed, fell back, leaving my left entirely 
unsupported and a large break in the line. This I atteni])ted to obviate 
for some time by extending my intervals and allowing my left to bend 
slightly to the rear, until a batteiy and its supports taking up their 
position on our left, I reformed my line and continued to advance. At 
this time a battery Avith its support took up its position on our lefr and 
a force of cavalry on the right, and advancing in fr'ontof our line drove 
the Indians out of our reach, when we ceased firing and followed in rear 
of the cavalry to the foot of the bluifs. 

'The whole fight lasted about six hours, duiing which time the Indians 
were diiven a distance of about ten miles. 

It is to be regretted that because of the nature of the ground and the 
Indian way of fighting much of oih fii*e w<as wasted. The ground over 
which we advanced was very uneven, and the Indians would gather 
behind knolls and in ravines on oui‘ Ixont and fire upon us and scatter 
away on then? swift-footed ponies. 

Too much praise cannot be given to officers and men of my command 

fpi: tUs Md gppd jiidgmeRt evinced upon hB occasions and 

under aU circumstances. 

My troops took no part in any action on the 29th. As to casualties 
1 am happy to state that I lost no men either in killed or wounded. 

JOHN PATTEE, 

Lieutenant-Coloyiel Seventh lotm Volunteer Cavalry» 

Oapt. John H. Pell, 

Assistant Adjxitant-QeneraL 
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No. r>. 


UeportH of Alfred />. f>raekeif^ Braeketfs Mnineaoia Battalion 

(kimlry, 

I>RA<MvETT’S AliNNEHOTA 13ATTAECON, 

Northwestern Indian Expedition, 

(^amp No, 36^ August i, LH6L 

C^APTAiN: 1 liixve tlui lumor tOwSiibinit tlic follo\viii^’ro])ort of tliopart 
I took with my oommaiicl in the action ^vit]l liostile Indians on July 1^8, 
18 ( 34 : 

I was fu*st ordered to move in eolnuin on the rig*ht, whicli I did. 
Subsequently I received orders to support tlie line of skirmishers in 
advance, winch I did by bringing* l'oni])anies B and V in line with Oom- 
])anies A and I) as sui)port. I moved in that order some three miles 
when, finding the <meniy massing in considerable force and attacking 
my right, I engaged them with Company B dismounted, at the same 
time asking and receiving permission of you to charge them witli saber. 
I immediately gave the order to C'a])t. E. Y. Shelley, of Company C, to 
charge them with his company, which order he executed and followed 
up in a manner highly creditable to himself and those under him. The 
charge resulted in the killing of 13 Indians found on the field and 
entirely routing the balance. Finding the enemy forming in large num¬ 
bers on my left and front I rallied my whole command and found it 

»\/v/4rvL.icin'*»xT+i\ I ttro u rn* rt 1 »-ni/vtrrk/l •A»/mv» irii»< vt. 

--—-T-i- -- ^ .. 1- , *. ^ .. , .X -f*-i- 

and thickets impracticable for horse. After severe skkmishing, drove 
the enemy to the base of a high hill, where I met with a strong opposi¬ 
tion, they being in strong force on its summit. I finally succeeded in 
taking ])ossession of the hill, whi(*h I held,’ driving the enemy far beyond. 
The nature of the ground in front rendering it impracticable to pxu’sue 
farther at that time, I rejoined your coiinnand with my battalion. 

In the charge Sergt. George W. Northru]), of Company 0, fell, after 
re(*eiving eight or ten Avounds, one of which ])ierced him tlu'ougli the 
heart. Horatio N. Austin, of Cfompany I), was also killed while skirmish¬ 
ing. My loss during tlu^ day was 2 killed and 8 wounded. 1 also lost 
22 horses, punishing the enemy by killing 27 found dead on the field 
afterward, besides ipiitc^ a number that were seen to hav(‘ been carried 
off by them. 

1 take ])leasur<‘, general, in saying that jny oificers and men disjdayed 
an amount ol‘<*oiirag<‘, coolness, an<l skill worthy of veterans that they 
are. 

1 am, geiieral, with ])rofound res]mct, yours to command, 

A. B. BEACKETT, 

Major, Coynmanding Battalion, 

Capi. John H. I^ell, 

Ass i sta n t AdJ at a n t- Gen era I, 


Hdqrs. Brackett’s AIinnesota Battalion,' 

Northwestern Indian Expedition, 

Cayyip No, 46, August 13,1864, 

Captain; I have the honor to submit tlie following r.eport of the 
operations of my command on the 8th and 9th of August instant: 

On the 8th instant my battalion, in tluMisual order of inarch, had the 
left division of the First Brigade. Having received orders early in the 
11 R R—VOL XLI, PT I 
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(lay lo mahitaiu this position and cover tlu^ train, I moved thron^^liout 
the day with ^reat caution, sending out small i)arties on. foot as flankers 
whenever the nature of the ground required su(*h pr(‘cantioii. At one 

llJUt* llieUlierilV SeCiiii-'iL m 1*01 <111 xii-j- jvtvi v\/xn- 

pany, but a few volleys from the dismounted hankers caused them to 
retreat, i^o casualties o<‘<‘urred during the day. On the hth instant I 
received orders to pro(‘('ed to the front with Company O of mylmttalion 
and one se(*tion of the Prairie battery, undei' (*ommand of (hi])tain Pope, 
which order I carri(‘d into execution at once. Dismounting two platoons 
and deploying them as skirmishers, und(*r command of Lieutenant Neely, 
I ordered Captain Shelley with the remainder oi* the company to sup¬ 
port the battery. The enemy could be seen in great numbers on every 
side, and seemed determined to resist our progress, but the excellent 
practice of Oajdain Pope’s howitzers dis])ersed them with loss and frus¬ 
trated every attem])t to rally for an atta(‘k. A running fight was ke])t 
up until about 2 p. m., when the Indians disa])p(^ared. Prom the nature 
of the ground and the distance which the savages maintained, T am 
unable to estimate their loss, Avhich must ha ve been heavy. The remain¬ 
ing three comijaniesof my battalion marched in the usual order on the 
left of the First Brigade, under command of Caiitain Barton, of Com¬ 
pany D. Early in the day they were much annoyed by the Indians, and 
some severe skirmishing ensued. One man of Company D becoming 
separated from his command had his horse a\ ounded by a bullet, but 
escaped, after killing or severely wounding 2 Indians. No other loss 
was sustained. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. B. BEAOKETT, 

Major^ Commanding BradkeWs Minnesota Battalion, 

Capt. John H. Pell, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


No. C. 

Beport of Cajpf. Nelson Minerj First Battalion Dakota Caralrij, 

Northwestern Indian Expedition, 

Camp No. . j 6 ‘, August 2^ ISOi, 

Sir: I have the honor to report that in the battle of tli<^ 28ili of 
July, 1804, my^ eonnnaiid was held in reserve for a time in rear of tlu^ 
battery of tli<5 First Brigade until a sx^ace oecairred in th<^ skirmisluTS 
on the left between the Eighth Miinies(7ta Intautry ami Seventh Iowa 
Cavalry, when I was sent with Company A, of my command, to occupy 
said spa(‘e. When, after driving the Indians for some two miles, a 
large quantity of Indians appeared on the hill in front of us, when we 
changed up the hill and fired several volleys at short rang*(^, wit-li 
good effe(*t, when Captain Pope with his battery. Company B, of my 
command, Company M, Sixth Iowa Cavalry, and the Nebraska s(*oiits, 
came promptly to my sux^port, which caused the Indians to retreat. 
I then, with Company A, Dakota cavalry, passed to the left of a hill, 
whi(*h was in our front, when the battery, with Compaiuy B, of my 

___ .1_^_ I _t_u___ ^ a_ til _^ , a « . J a_a^ _ a ^ _ya. -r ^ 
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diaus went iiy the mountains, whi(*h were in front of the <*omman(l. 
We then, halted and soon after returned and camped with the rest of 
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to the left, where we remaiued luutil ordered into cam]). My officers 
and men "behaved bravely; on 29th marched with headquarters First 
Brigade, having no action. 

C. STUFFT, 

C((pt.^ Comdg. Independent Company of Indian I^eotds. 
Adjutant-General, INorthavestern Indian Expedition. 


Xo. s. 

Reports of Oapt. Nathaniel PopCy Prairie Battery. 

ffiLADQUARTERS PrATRIE BATTERY, 

Camp on Heart River^ August 7, 1861. 

Captain; Thave the honor to report that, in the late hglit with 
Indians at Tahkahokuty, on Thursday, July 28,1 was ordered to take 
position with my batteiy in advance and tifty yards in rear of the line 
of skirmishers in ffiont, witli orders to fire when I got within range. 1 
advanced slowly to within about 900 yards of the Indians, when I ran 
one piece forward in iront of the skirmish line and tired three rounds 
of spherical case-sliot, killing live or six and wounding several Indians. 
I was then ordered to move to the left:, Avith instructions to head them off 
and drive them toAvard the right. I advanced at a full run, supportedby 
four companies of cavalry, sending one section of the battery and two 
companies of cavalry on each side of the high butte to the left of our 
line of battle, wheeling and firing as often as I got Avithin range. The 
line of skirmishers was a mile in rear of the battery. We succeeded 
in clearing the knoUs on the left and driving the Indians into the 
ravines under the mountains. I shelled them out of there and forced 
them into the hills where it was impossible to follow with either artil¬ 
lery or cavalry. We moved again to the left, hoping to find an open¬ 
ing to get the battery on top of the hills, but unfortunately did 'not 
succeed in finding a road. 

It is impossible to say how many Indians Avere killed in this movt'- 
ment as the dead were carried off* as vsoon as they fell; but ft*oni what 
I saw and ftom information since received, I think the number Avill not 
fall below 30 killed and wounded; my loss Avas nothing. 

Great praise is due the detailed men on duty with the Prairie bat 
tery for their coolness and i)rompt obedience of orders; and it may not 
be improper here to mention Captains Miner’s and Tri])i)’s comi)anies 

ftf 

Cavahy, and the Nebraska scouts, who gaA^e me all the assistance in 
their power and were A^ery efficient. 

I am, captain, vdth great respect, your obedient servant, 

XATH. POI?E, 

Captain^ Commanding Prairie Battery. 

Oapt. John H. Pell, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Prairie Battery, 

* Gamp No. 40j Yellowstone River^ A7(gust 18^ 1861. 

Captain : I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 8th 
instant, after crossing the Little Missouri Eiver, when the advance 



Chap. Lin.] 


EXPEDITION IN DAKOTA TEEBITORY. 


165 


became enga^'ecl with the Indians, I was ordered to post two pieces of 
aitillcry in the rear, one on each flank, to protect the wagon train, and 
hold one section in reserve. I took possession of the knolls on each 
flank as the column advanced, holding them until the rear came up. 
The Indians appeared in force in the rear, but did not come within range 
of my guns. Toward evening they showed themselves about 200 strong 
on the right flank. I masked two ])ieces behind a knoll and waited 
until the rear guard closed up. The Indians discovered the trick, how¬ 
ever, and I did not get but two shots at long range, doing no damage. 
When camp was made I was posted on a ridge to the left of headquar¬ 
ters with one piece on a high knoll commanding the ravines on the left. 

' tr\ CI11I 

riS I Iq-iS+oiii 


.iU nth 

iiinesota Batte 
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ery, with one section, and to send one 
, of Captain Jones^ bat- 
The Indians made their appearance in force on all sides, and 


Oi' th<^ iimvnliio* n' 

I 111 rhrfi wOT*nill o* a 

Jones, of the Thii Cl 

sectionjto the rear to report to Lieutenant 
tery. 

about 10 a. in. I was ordered to reiioit to Major Brackett, of Brackett^s 
battalion, who was in advance on the left. We discovered the Indians 
massing behind some large buttes on the left, e\ddently prepaiing to 
make a charge. We moved fbrwaid at a double-quick, shelling them 
out of the ravines and driving them from their position, when they 
swung rapidly around to the front. We advanced slowly, firing as often 
as we (*aine within range, keeping ahead of the line of skirmishers until 
about 4 p. m. The Indians having disappeared we were ordered to 
take position in the column. I fii‘ed nothing but shraimel shot at very 
long range, and as the Indians always carried off their killed and 
wounded as soon as they fell, I cannot say how many were killed in this 
movement. 

I am, captain, very lespecdfrilly, your obedient servant, 

KATH. POPE, 

Ca 2 )tain, Commanding Prairie Battery, 

Capt. John H. Pell, 

Assiatant Adjntant(ieneraL 


No. a 

Eeporfs of CoL Minor T. Thomas^ Eighth Minnesota Infantry^ com¬ 
manding i^eeond Brigade. 

Hd(^rs. 2d Brkl, Northwestern Indian Expedition, 

Camp N't), August 1, 18G4, 

Oaptain: I have tin* honor to make the following report in relation 
to the operations of my command during the 28th and 29th of July last: 

At 11 a, m. I re(*eived notice that the Indian camp was found, and 
my brigade was ordered from the rear to the left of the Eirst Brigade, 
and also to direct Oaptain Jones, Third Minnesota Battery, to report 
to the brigadier-general commanding, which was ])romi)tly done, and 
advance the command in (‘olumn, Oompany K, Eighth Minnesota Vol¬ 
unteers, having ihe advance as skirmishers. After advancing about 
two miles, six comi)anies of the Eighth Minnesota Volunteers, Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Rogers commanding, were dismounted and deployed 
to the ft'ont, on the left of the First Brigade, at three paces intervals. 
The Second Minnesota Cavalry were held in reserve, marching in column 
of squadrons, at half distance, 100 paces in the rear of the line on the 
left. After advancing about one mile a light fire was commenced on 
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tlie enemy, wlio bewail to ai)i)ear in lar^*e numbers in front, and lapidly 
])assed to the left frank and rear. The left of the Eighth Minnescjta 
was thrown slightly to the rear, and two eoinpanies of the Second Min 
iiesota Oavahy dismounted and deployed still farther to the left in that 
direction. At this time large numbers of Indians u ere passing in that di¬ 
rection, andattackedthe rear guard of the maintrain,wlii(*h w aspi onqdly 
repulsed by the guard, which consisted of Companies B and 1), Eighth 
Minnesota Volunteers, and GompanyB, Second Minnesota Cavalry, and 
a shell from Lieutenant Whipple’s G-pounder. At this time (\)lonel Me 
Laren, with two more companies of his regiment, vere sent to the front 
immediately on tlie left of the Eighth Eegiment, when tiny were dis¬ 
mounted and took possession of a range of sharp hills, which Avas rapidly 
done by a sharp skirmish. At this point the left of the Avhoh* line was 
halted and the right thrown forward. After a few minutes the A\hole 
line advanced in the same direction, the Avhole brigade moving as rapidly 
as possible, much of the time on the run oA^er broken ground, the tiring- 
being kept up briskly and with good efrect. After advamaiig about 
tAvo miles the miserable enemy raifrdly retired. The Si^cond Chivalry 
was mounted and xmshed rapidly forward, and* the Eighth Eegiment 
closed to the right by companies, and the whole line closed on the 
enemy’s abandoned camp, which Avas a splendid position for defense. 
After arriAdng in the camp four compauies of the Eighth Eegiinent Avere 
sent foi'Avard to escort Captain Jones’ battery to the front for the i)ur- 
pose of vShelling a ruAune containing water. These companies, under 
Major Camp, being deployed, advanced through the ravine and as¬ 
cended the steep hills rapidly, and, in a lively skirmish, drove the i-ear 
guard of the enemy fr'om the sight of camp. At duwsk the command 
w as withdi*aAvu a short distance to the left and bivouacked for the 
night. At an early hour in the morning of the 29th the brigade took 
the advance to the left, searching for a passage after the Indians over 
the immense hill. After advancing or six miles the attempt was 
abandoned, as the ground Avas so broken that it was impossible to pro¬ 
ceed. The command then countermarched and retiumed to the Indian 
camp, where Colonel McLareu, vnth four companies of Ids regiment, 
three companies of the Eighth Minnesota Volunteers, and a large por¬ 
tion of the First Brigade, worked Avith a Avill lor six hours, destroying 
the abandoned property of the Indians, Achich Avas a ATiy large x)ro])or- 
tion of all the pro]}erty belonging to the camp of 1,G00 lodges. Late in 
the afternoon the return march was resumed, and we again encainp(‘(l 
on the battle-ground. At dusk two of the pickets, members of Com¬ 
pany D, Second Minnesota Cavalry, were simprised and killed by a 
small party of Indians, which is the only casualty of consequeuce Avbi(*h 
0(»(aiiTed in the command during the engagement. 

The comifrete success of ourtbreeAvas owing to the 
and bravery of both officers and men, the superiority <»■ iln-^i 
their skill in haudhug them, and the ready and cheerful obedience to 
all orders. 

It is useless to mention individuals when the whole command did 
their duty so well. I take pleasure in recommending them to the brig¬ 
adier-general commanding the expedition as good and faithfttl soldiers* 
Very respectfully, youi* obedient servant, 

M. T. THOMAS, 

Colonel Uighth Minnesota Vols.^ Gomdg. Second Brigade, 

Capt. J. H. Pell, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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llDQiifcJ. 2 d Dkig., NJodtiiwestekn Indian Expedition, 

Cam]) Ko. ID^ A'ligust 18^ 1604. 

Captain: 1 have the honor to make the following report of the part 
taken by the Second Brigade in the battles of the 8th and 9th instant 
with the Sioux: 

The brigade being in advance, the guard, consisting of Coni])any D, 
Eighth Minnesota Iniantiy, and Coini)any H, Second Minnesota Cav¬ 
alry, and Company C, Sec'ond Minnevsota Cavalry, as Hankers, were 
placed under command of Major Itose, Second Minnesota Cavalry, who 
was oidered to advance cautiously u]) through the diy bed of a creek 
from the Little Missouii Itiver, where the road had been constructed 
the day previous. The Eighth Minnesota Volunteers were directed to 
follOAYthe advance guard, idacing four com])anies on each Hank moviiig 
by the Hank to the front, the remaining lour com])anies of the Second 
]\Iinnesota Cavalry to follow the Eighth Itegiment. One half of the 
guard and other troops were dismounted and thrown forward and out 
on the Hanks. The ITiird Minnesota Battery, leading the train, ad- 
vant*ed up the ravine about 800 yards in the rear of the advance guard. 
After advancing about three miles the scouts were suddenly driven 
back ui)on the guard, and the front and Hanks were attacked by large 
bodies of Indians charging upon the line. The steadiness of the troops 
drove them back, and the section of 0-pounders of the Third Minnesota 
Battery being brought to the front soon cleared the ground for another 
advance. The section ot howitzers were jdac-ed on the flanks to iirotect 
the train while it was being parked. The train having all closed up, 
the advance was again commenced and the Indians driven rapidly back. 
After advancing about three miles the train was again ])arked, and the 
command waited for the First Brigade and Idaho train to close up. 
Our next advan(*e was unmolested for three or four miles, when the 
train was halted and watered at a small pond, which afterward was 
used for the whole command to <‘ucamp for the night. About 2 j). m. 
(the Hght having commenced at 7 a. m.) the savages again appeared 
in front, and the trooi)S were thrown rapidly forward to meet them, a 
portion oi* the Eighth Eegimeiit on the right, the (J-iiounders in the 
(*(mter to support the advance guard, and portions of the Second Cav¬ 
alry and Eighth Eegimeiit on the left, the howitzer section and two or 
three comi)auies protecting the train. 

The troops continued to advance for three or four miles, having many 
lively skirmishes, and Avere withdrawn at dusk, having inflicted a loss 
to the enemy of at least 150 Avarriors and many horses, and of our own 
troops but 8 soldiers and 1 guide Avere injiu'ed. The courage and steadi¬ 
ness of our men and the range of thefr arms were too much for the 
s])lendid horsemanship and wily dashes of their cowardly opposers. 
The troops were bivouacked on their arms a hundred iiaces outside the 
camp after a thirteen hours’ Hght. 

The action on tlu^ 0th <*onsisted in repelling an attack on the rear, 
which lasted for about three hours, and Avas done in a handsome and 
spirited manner, the rear guard being siqiported by the section of 
hoAvitzers, with no damage to our side, but a considerable loss to the 
enemy. 

During the engagements the officers and men of the whole command 
behaved splendidly, their only anxiety being to get nearer the savages, 
who outnumbered them at least three to one. {Soldiers who have acted 
so well need no si)ecial praise. 
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tlie general coniinaiiding is satislied witli tlie operations of 
tlie coiiiinaud, I liave the liouor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

M. T. THOMAS, 

Colonel JEUfhth Mhmemta Vols., Conidg, J^evond Brigade, 

Oapt. J. H. Pell, 

Amsiani Adjutant General, 


Headquarters Minnesota Brioade, 
Northwestern Indian Expedition, 

Gam]) Ab. Fort Bldgeli/, Minn,, October .9, ISGL 

Captain : I have the honor to make the following report of the oper¬ 
ations of the Minnesota or Second Brigade of the Northwestern Indian 
Expedition, ordered h’oni this distri(*t to join Brigadier-General Sully 
on the Missouri Biver: 

The force, consisting of the Eighth Eegiment Minnesota Volunteer 
Infantry, mounted, six companies of the Second Minnesota Cavalry 
Volunteers, one section of 6-pouiider smoothbore guns, and one sec¬ 
tion of 12-pounder mountain howitzers, all brass x>ieces, a corps of 
forty-five scouts, with a train of ninety-three six mule teams and tw^elve 
ambulances, was rendezvoused at this cam]) on the 1st day of June, 
1864, and took up the line of march on the Gth of June, with thirty 
days’rations, via the Minnesota and Intpali Biversand (hiptain Sully’s 
ti'ail, to Goose Nest Lake on tlie Minnesota ('oteau ,• from thence to the 
James Biver below the mouth of Elm Biver; from thence to the head- 
wuiters of said river, at the foot of the Missouri (loteaii; a(‘ross it to the 
Bois Cache (i^eek and down to Swan Lake ('reek, which Ave vStruck at 
a point seven miles from the Missouri Biver, and joined (reneral 
Sully’s command on the 3()th day of June, having marched miles. 

July 4, marched for Long Lake Biver; arrived on the 8th; ninety 
nine miles. 0})posite this point General Sully located Port Iii(‘e. The 
Avhole command crossed the liver on steam-boats and ])rei)ared for a 
campaign against the Indians, which consumed eleven days. Leaving 
Fort Bice on the 10th oi* July, marcliing up the Cannon Ball Biver for 
five days, nearly a west course, thence one day’s march north to the 
Heart Biver, 110 miles. At tliis ])oint the main train, with 12J Idaho 
emigrant wagons that had followed us from Minnesota, w^re corralled, 
and, taking six days’ rations in light wagons, started north in sear<ii 
of the Indian camp, reported to be on Knife Biver. On the third day 
after crossing Knife Biver we ariived in sight of the enemy’s cam]), 
located on a plateau, or succession of rough land, with great rugged 
buttes overhanging it. ‘The position for defense and salety could not 
have been better, being protected in front by almost im])assable wooded 
ravines, and in rear, as soon as the hills were ascended through narrow 
chasms, they were safe from pursuit, except from dismounted men or 
the equally active Indian ponies belonging to the enemy. For parti(*u- 
lars of the engagement please refer to my official re])()rt to Brigadier- 
General Sully, of the date of July 28 and 29. Beturned to Heart Jtiver 
July 30, having marched in six days 172 miles, and fought the battle 
of Tahkahokuty. 

Staaiing from this point August 3, we reached the Little Missouri 
Biver August 7, eighty-three miles and a half. At this point the 
Indians again made theii* appearance, and made some slight offensive 



gbas . Lm.] 


EXPEDITION IN DAKOTA TERRITORY. 


169 


df^moiistrations, Trhicli were easily quieted. Tlie country for sixteen 
miles before reacliing tlie river bad been of tbe most terrible and 
indescribable character, and continued so foi* twenty miles beyond. 

On the morning of the 8th of August, in making an egress from the 
river bottom, the battle of the Little Missouri, or The hills that look 
at each other/’ commenced and was fought during that and the sue 
ceeding day. (A rei^ort of the operations of the brigade diu'ing the 
battles of that date inclosed. 

From the best information it has been avScertaiiUHl that the Indians 
that were first encountered at Tahkahokuty had been largely re-enforced 
by other bands and i‘eturned war parties, and (certainly felt confident, 
with tlie advantages of position {which could not liave been better 
chosen by an enemy), of an easy victory. It certainly Avas the largest 
body of Indians ever assembled on the American continent to fight a 
battle. The Minnesota lirigade having the advance in the battle of the 
8th instant, had the honor of encountering this immense horde, and 
fighting nearly all of them through the day, Avhipping and driving them 
about twelve miles. Commencing at 7 a. m., the fight was continued 
until dark of a long summer day, without water, and the thermometer 
at 110 degrees in the shade. Over buttes, through ravines, rocks, and 
stones, the wild yells and rapid dashes of the saA^ages, the troop pressed 
forward with a courage and untiring energy that rapidly overcame all 
obstacles, and night closed the uild wake, and the men laid down on 
their arms in line of battle, eager for moiming’s light, to again 
commence the work of (feath. 

Hundreds of the savages lay along the hill-side and raAunes. Our loss 
was but 7 wounded, and a lew horses. The Indian shotguns and bows 
and arrows wei*e no match for th(‘ acnnirate aim and long range of oui* 
rifies and carbines, and when th(‘ artillery sent shell into their Uvssem- 
bhes on the hills and into their retreats in ravines, the <‘Owardly rascals 
soon learned that they were no niat<*li for soldiers that had com(^ 1,00b 
miles to fight them. 

During the 9th instant they entirely disappeared, and our mar(*h was 
continued to the Y(dlowstone Itiver, over a country almost devoid of 
water or grass, and two-thirds rations Ibr the men, a distan(*e of 104 
miles. 

Two small steam-boats met us at this ])oint with rations for the men, 
ami one ration of* corn for the animals, and transported our baggage 
across the river, the trains and horses fording through water running 
very rapid and so deep that many of them had to swim. 

From the 14th to 18th of August was consumed in marcihing to the 
Missouri, thirty-tAVO miles, Avhich Avas crossed by swimmuig the animals, 
and on the 21st marcihed for Fort Berthold, where we arrived on the 
28th, 140 miles. A large portion of the distance the grasshoppers had 
eaten up all vegetation except willows and the very coarsest bottom 
grass. Marched from Fort Berthold, August 30, to Maison dii Chien, 
hoping to find the Yanktonais that had crossed from the west side of the 
Missouri, after their last defeat, and also the Minnesota bands. Being 
unable to find them, turned southAvai*d and reached Fort Eice, Septem¬ 
ber 9, having marched 103 miles. 

On the return of the command to Fort Eice, we learned that Captain 
Fisk’s Idaho expedition was surrounued auu recjuiiod assistance to save 
it from destru(dion. By order of Brigadier-General Sully I detailed 200 
men of the Eighth Minnesota Volunteers, dismounted, and 100 of the 
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Second Minnesota Cavalry, uiountc^d, with a full coinidement of <)ili<*crs, 
as i^art of the relieving force, and having been relieved from duty witli 
the Northwestern Indian Expedition started for Fort Wadsworth, Sep¬ 
tember 15; marched by way of Long Lake, crossing the James Eiver a 
few miles below the Boiie Hills, and reaching the fort September 20; 
distance, 200 aniles. 

Having been directed to relieve the battalion ol* the Thirtieth Wis- ' 
consin Volunteer Infantry at this post. Major Eose, witli Companies B, 
C, D, and H, Second Minnesota Cavalry, was detached foj‘ that pur¬ 
pose. 

Major Clowney’s battalion, on being relieved, joined the eommaiid, 
marching on the 29th September and reaching this post October 8, four 
months and three days after our departure. In that time avc have 
marched 1,625 miles. 

The behavior of both officers and men has been all that could be de¬ 
sired; their cheerful obedience to all orders, prompt and energetic ex¬ 
ecution of dutj", their patient endurance on long and trying marches, 
and their bravery and irresistible fighting qualities, have not only en¬ 
deared them to tiie hearts of their suiierior officers but stamped them 
as true and disciidiiied soldiers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. T. THOMAS, 

Colonel JEigMli 2Ii)mesota Volnnieem^ Commanding Brigade, 

Oapt. E. C. Oltn, 

Ab^sistant Adjutatit-General^ District of Min7iesota. 


No. 10. 

Bejport of Lieut, Col. Henry C. Rogers, Eighth Minnesota Infantry, 

Hdqrs. EiGHTn Eegiment Minnesota Volunteers, 

Ca^np No, 30, August 1, 186i. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 28th of July last my regi¬ 
ment took up the line of march at 4 a.m., and after marching about seven¬ 
teen miles arrived in sight of the enemy^s camp, some ten miles distant, 
where the disposition of battle was made, my regiment o(*euji>ying the 
following position: Company B, Captain Pettit, forming a part of the 
rear guard; Company D, Captain McLarty, with his company deployed 
as flankers on the right flank of the command, which position was oc<‘u- 

bled and remained m the rear of the tram as a support to the rear guard. 
Company C occupied a position as support to Captain Jones, of the 
Third Minnesota Battery. Company K was advanced to the Iront and 
deployed as skirmishers, covering the front of the Second Brigac e. 
The remaining companies of my regiment, consisting oi* Companies A, 
E, F, G, H, and I, were placed in position on the right flank of the 
Second Brigade and parallel to the First Brigade. In this position we 
commenced to advance toward the enemy^s camp. At about 11a. m., 
and in obedience to orders from Colonel Thomas, commanding Seconcl 
Brigade, I dismounted the six companies above mentioned, leaving the 
horses in charge of every fourth man, and the whole of the troops in 
charge of the led horses, under the command of Major Camp. With 
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tlie remainder of tlic six eomi)anieR, eonsibting of about 325 men, I ad 
vanced to tlie front and formed a line of battle on the right of the Sec¬ 
ond Brigade. I was then ordered to deploy my regiment to the left as 
skirmishers, three paces apart, and advance upon the enemy, which 
order was i)roinptly obeyed. After advancing steadily for about three 
miles with but little opposition, the enemy falling back as we advanced, 
he made a threatening movement by turning my left flank near by 
among the bluffs, and ])assed in large numbers to iny rear. J then 
ordered Lieutenant Tibbetts, (Jonipany A, with twenty-live men, to 
take a position on the bluffs covering our left, which order was promptly 
obeyed, but he was soon after relieved by order of Colonel Thomas, and 
again resumed his place in the order of battle. From this i)oint my 
command continued to advance steadily, driving the enemy before 
them, until within a short distance of the enemy’s camp, wliicii he had 
abandoned, when I was ordered to close by (‘omiiaiiy on the right of 
skirmishers, and remoiuit my command, after which I advanced to the 
abandoned camp of the enemy, where we arrived about 0 p. m. of that 
day. I was then ordered to dismount tour companies and take iiosses- 
sion of the hill in front, to cover the advance of the Third Minnesota 

B fl.ttArv. Tti ohedienoe to said ordftv f disinonntofl ConnmTiieR F. F* PT. 
and I, and placed them under command of Major Camp, Avith orders to 
advance and take possession of the bluffs in front, which order was 
promptly obeyed. The report of Major Camp is herewith submitted. 
1 remained with the remaining companies of my command in posses¬ 
sion of the camp abandoned by the enemy until the return of Major 
Camp at dusk, when 1 marched with my regiment to the place desig¬ 
nated for camp. On the next day my regiment moved with the com¬ 
mand, and, uiDon the return to cami), I was ordered to detail three 
companies to assist in desti'oying the provisions, stores, and camp 
equipage abandoned by the enemy in their hasty flight. In obedience 
to said order, I directed Companies B, E, and F, under the command 
of Captain Pettit, to proceed to the camp abandoned by the enemy 
and assist in destroying said stores. After this had been accomplished 
the command again took up the line of mai*ch and went in camp about 
C p. m., my regiment occupying the left of the Second Brigade. At 
about dusk our iiickets were fired upon by the enemy, and I was ordered 
by Colonel Thomas to throw my regiment in line of battle around the 
camp, joining with the Second Cavalry on the right and left, which was 
done promptly. We remained in this position for nearly two hours, 
when we were I'elieved and ordered to return to camp, [and] the men 
instructed to sleej) on their arms. 

During the battle of the 28th of July some 25 of the enemy were seen 
to fall in Iront of my regiment, but they Avere carried away by their 
friends. The number killed, including those reported by Major Camp, 
could not have been less than 25 or 30, and a much larger number 
wounded. With the exception of 1 horse in Company K wounded, 
there were no casualties in my regiment. 1 take pleasure in bearing 
testimony to the promptness with which every order Avas obeyed by the 
officers and soldiers of my command. Where all did their duty it is 
unnecessary to particularize. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, youi' obedient servant, 

IT. C. BOGEES, 

Lieutenant-Golonel Eighth Minnesota^ (Jomdg. Begimmt, 
Lieut. GEonaE W. Btjttereield, 

Acting Assistant AdjntanPGeneral. 
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No. 11. 

Eeporf of Maj, Geonje A. JEiglitli Minnesota Infantry. 

IIeabquartees EianTH Minnesota Yolunteers, 

Camy No. 36j A%igi(St 7, :1861. 

Sir: 1 have the honoi to report that on the 28th of July last, iu obe¬ 
dience to tlie order of Lieutenant-Colonel Eogers, I took command ol* 
Companies E, 1, F, and TI, of my regiment, at G p. m., at the camp aban¬ 
doned by the enemy, and advanced to theitont, covering Captain Jonc^s’ 
Third Minnesota Battery, and deployed them to the right as skirmisli- 
ers, and then advanced up the side of the bluff without opposition until 
we arrived near its top, Adiere the enemy attempted to check our advan(‘e 
with a force of from 250 to 300 warriors. But the steady advan(*e and 
prompt fire of my men soon drove them from their strong position, with 
a loss upon their part of some 12 killed and a large number wounded. 
I then occuped the bluff with my command until 1 received orders 
from Brigadier-General Sully to return to camp, which order I obeyed, 
reporting to Lieutenant-Colonel Eogers at my place of advance about 
dusk. 

1 am, sfr, very respectfully, your obedient servant,, 

G. A. CAMP, 

Major Eighth Minnesota YoUmteers. 


No. 12. 

Report of Col. Robert N. Mcljaren^ j^eeond Mbinesoia Cavalry. 

Headc^uarters Se<’ond Minnesota Cavalry, 

July 29,18Gd. 

I have the,honor most respectfully to report that, in accordance 
with Special Orders, No. 62, headquarters Northwestern Indian Expe¬ 
dition, Camp No. 34, July 29, 1864, I i)roeeeded to the Indian (*amp 
with ibiu‘ comj)anies of Second Minnesota (\avalry, Major Ei(*(‘ com¬ 
manding, and two companies of Dakota cavalry, Captain Miner com¬ 
manding,- four comi)anies of the Sixth Iowa and three coni])anies Eighth 
Minnesota Infantry, under Major Cainx). On ariiving at the cam]) a 
few sfraggling Indians were seen lurking al)()ut tin* bliifis. 1 hnnie- 
diately (lismounted and deployed Company G, Second Minnesota Cav¬ 
alry, who skii'inished tln'ough the timber and remained in a imsition t^o 
protect the working parties. I commenced by disposing of the various 
forces so as to destroy with the least delay the vast quantities of goods 
left in the timber and ravines adjacent to the camp. The men gathered 
into heaps and bui*ned tons o^* dried buffalo meat ])acked in buffalo 
skin cases, great quantities of diied berries, buffalo robes, tanhed 
buffalo, elk, and antelope skins, household utensils, sxuih as brass and 
copper kettles, mess pans, &c., riding saddles, dray poles lor ponies and 
dogs. 

Finding that one day was too short a time to make the destruction 
complete, I ordered the men to gather only the lodge poles in heai)s 
and burn them, and then deployed the men and fired the woods in 
every direction,' the destruction was thus complete, and everywhere 
was manifest the rapid flight of the Indians, leaving everything, even 
thefr dogs and <*olts tied to the i>ickets. In skirmishing the timber 



Chap. LHI.] 


EXPEDITION IN DAKOTA TERPaTORY. 


173 


dead Indians were found killed l)y exploding shells. Afti^r a thorough 
examination of the cainping-groiuid, and hy Judging from the amount 
of lodge poles burnt, I should Judge the camp to have numbered 1,400 
lodges. L would report that after the work of destruction commenced 
the Indians carried a white flag on the blutf* close to the camp. As I 
(»ould not inteipret the meaning at this particular time, I did not feel 
called upon to rei)ort the fact to you until I had accomplished the object 
and carried out Order Ko. 62. 

I have the honor to be, most res])ectf[illy, your obedient servant, 

K. N, MoLAEEl^, 
Colonel J^econd Minnesota Cavalry. 

Oapt. eloiiN H. Pell, 

Asslstant Adjutant-General. 


VA 

Report of Ma}. (\ J^otcell Adams, Independent Battalion Minnesota Cav¬ 
alry. 

llEADQUARTEES EoUX ABEROROMBIE, 

Aug^ist 26^ 1861. 

Srii: About 4 o’clock on the afternoon of the 23d instant four men on 
their way up from (ieorgetowii with two teams were attacked by a 
party of ambushed Sioux Indians at Lewiston, twenty-eight miles below 
here, and 3 of them killed, 2 instantly and the other mortally wounded, 
so that he died early next morning. Information reached me about 7.30 
o’clock the same evening of these murders, I immediately ordered out 
twenty men each from A and B <*ompanies, with one day’s rations, 
under Captain Mix and Lieutenant Miner, and taking command of the 
detachment in person I was under way for the scene of the outrage 
within thirty minutes from the arrival of the messenger. I proceeded 
to a ])oint within three or four miles of Lewiston and halted to await 
the coming of daylight. As soon as it was sulhcieutly light I pushed 
rapidly forward, and in a few minutes’ride reached the half-breed train 
one mile this side of the point where the attack was made, and found 
one of the murdered men lying in his wagon Just as he had fallen, by 
the name of M. Lusta, and also the man Dean, who was then in the 
agonies of death, and intact, died before wo had finished ])urying Lusta. 
Sending the teams to the fort with Dean’s body under an escort, I 
moved rapidly down the road and soon found the body of the other 
murdered man, named Brisse, lying immediately by the road side, hor¬ 
ribly mutilat(Hl. The S(ial]), whiskers, and ears, and a part of the under 
lip gone, the head cut half oh* and the left hand severed at the wrist. 
The body was perfectly nude. While burying this body I made a 
thorough reconnaissance of the immediate vicinity, and my ^cout Quinn 
soon discovered the point where the red devils recrossed the river. 
Preparations wei*e immediately made to cross the river in pursuit. The 
crossing was accomplished after much hard labor. The trail was fresh 
and distinct, and I pressed the pursuit with the greatest possible energy. 
The trail led a little south of west across the plain to the nearest timber 
on the Cheyenne, some twelve miles distant, and then followed the 
river ux) a number of miles, when it crossed at a point where it was im¬ 
possible for cavalry to cross without a bridge, nearer than the old cross¬ 
ing, some eight miles above. By this time the sun was almost down, 
the horses very much Jaded, and the men out of provisions, and I was 
compelled by the very force of circumstances—circumstances against 
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wliicli no i>repa.rationwS liad been made, for at the time of leaving: the 
fort I placed little credence in the reputed murders—to abandon further 
pursuit, and to return to the fort, where the detachment arrived at 12 
m. of this day, having in forty hours marched a distance of eiglity 
miles, and with horses that have had not a mouthful of grain for a 
month, and nothing but grass on the march which they ]ducked at va¬ 
rious points where we were compelled to halt. Witli good horses and 
two more days’ provisions I feel satisfied that I could liave overtaken 
the savages and destroyed the whole of them, twenty-one in number. 
These Indians were all naked excepting a breech clout, as Mr. Dean 
informed me before his death. The murdered men all resided in Saint 
Cloud and leave families to mourn their untimely death. 1 will give 
you further details of this bloody outrage by the next inail. This will 
reach you by a special messenger who leaves here on furlough to-morrow 
morning. I have put the various detachments of this command in the 
very best possible condition of efdciency, and if attacked by the Indians 
or can get within striking distance of them will give a good account of 
themselves. Nothing shall be left undone that energy and vigilance 
can accomplish. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. POWELL ADAMS, 

Majorj Gomd(j, Independent Battalion Minnesota VoL Gav, 
Capt. R. 0. Olin, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ District of Minnesota, 


JULY 26, 1864.-—Attack on Shelbina, Mo. 

Ueport of Brig, Gen, Glint on B, Fislc^ Amy, commanding District 

of North Missouri, 

Saint Joseph, JuJij 2(i^ I%I, 

Colonel: I have Just received intelligence that the rebels, nearly 
500 strong, entered Shelbina to-day; tore up the railroad track, burned 
two trains of cars, and caused much other dcvstruction. I moV(^ the 
First Iowa euvstward to-morrow morning from Cameron and ascertain 
extent of damage. The storm is upon us in its fury, and (^very loyal 
man in this district must S])ring to arms and put this thing down 
quickly. As nearly as I can Judge we have near there 3,000 well 
armed and moimted veteran rebels this side tlu^ river. Is there an 
abundance of arms at Saint Louis'? 

CLINTON D. FISK, 

Brigadier-General, 

Col. O. D. Greene, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Saint Louis, 


JULY 26-28,1864.—Scout to Searcy and West Point, Ark. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Ghristopher G, Andreics^ [T, S, Army, 

Devall’s Blih^P, July 28^ 1(967—1.30 ]). m. 
Captain ; Captain Williams, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, re tunned this 
noon from scout to Searcy and West Point. Thexe was no force near 
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Searcy. After (Mitering West Point and destroying the nniohinery of 
mill there a detachment of his scouts, consisting of two commissioned 
ofticers and eight<‘en men, \vhile w^aiting at a house for the main (*om- 
mand was suri>rised by a pai‘ty of rebels numbering about sixty, umhu' 
coinmandof Eayborne, who w(Te dressed in Federal uniform princi])ally. 
Our men were ordered by their captain [not] to tire. Shots w^ere, how¬ 
ever, exchanged. One of our men was killed,* 2 of the enemy Avere 
killed. Two commissioned ofHcers and 10 men are still misvsing; three 
arrived at Ilrownsville this morning. Captain Williams also destroyed 
the machinery of a mill at Searcy. From a citizen brouglit from Searcy 
by Captain Williams I learn that Shelby wms at Pickett’s, half Avay 
between Augusta and Jacksonport, last Sunday; his main force was on 
that (east) side of the river then. It was reported there W'as to be a 
move on Monday, but the citizen is sure his force has not yet crossed to 
the west side of White River. It would seem that the only force now 
directly north of here is a company or two ol* men doing* scouting and 
])icket duty from Ih)int down to Des Are. Captain Williams 

brought in twelve^ colored recruits. lie thinks the most of the missing 
men will yet come in, 

C. C. ANDJiEWS, 

Brigadier-General, 

Capt. C. II. Dyer, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


JULY 26-31, 1864.—Scout in Johnson County, Mo. 

Report of Gapt. William B, Balleic^ Seventh Missouri Btate Militia 

Cavalry, 

Camp Grover, 

Hear Warrensburg^ il/o., Jaly 1861. 

Major : In pursuance to Special Orders, No. —, issued by command¬ 
ing officer of the camp, ])lacing me in conunand of scouting party con- 
vsisting of twenty-nine enlisted men of Seventh Oavaliy Missouri State 
Militia, on the 2Cth instant, I have the honor- to report the result as 
follows: 

I left camp near Warrensburg on the evening of the 2Gth instant in 
a southwest direction, which led me on to what is known as the west 
prong of Post Oak Creek. I proceeded iij) that creek to the head of 
the same. I then turned and came back sevcn^al miles, and then went 
up what is known as the little prong of Post Oak to Chilhowee. I 
found one camp of the guerrillas just evacuated on the west prong of 
Post Oak. I suppose they left, hearing our approach; they scattered 
in every direction, one and two together. I followed diffierent trails of 
them as long as I could through the brush. Two of the same squad, I 
supiiose, crossed a prairie^ east of Chilhowee and entered the brush on 
Clear Fork. We Ibllowed these two last-mentioned bushwhackers into 
Clear Fork brush and lost their trail. I then proceeded down Clear 
Fork, which ran in a northerly dii'cction, to where it empties into 
Blackwater. Near its mouth I found a trail of from eight to fifteen, 
I supjiose. This squad seemed to stay together and was going in an 
eastward direction. My guide said th<5y were in the direction for Wal¬ 
nut Creek. From thence I proceeded up Blackwater to this station. 
I found some fresh sign on Blackwater; all seemed to be going down 
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the creek. 1 thoroughly sc'ouretl the regiou of country through which 
I passed, not having traveled more than tweiity-hve miles of my trip 
in a road; distance traveled^ loO miles in all. 1 learned, however, 
from a lady that there had been seen three strange men in her field on 
the 29th instant, the day before we passed down the (*reek. Tli(‘ lady 
lives about six miles south of Knobnoster on Clear Fork, but wc (‘ould 
not find them or their trail. 

I have the honor, major, to remain, your obedient s(u*\ant, 

WM. B. BALLFW, 

Capi. Go. 7f, Herenth MisHOuri aS'/u/c Militia Cav., Gomdij. I^cout. 
]\[aj. T. W. Houts, 

{Seventh Gamlnj Mi^sHouri l^tate Militia., Gommandinfj (Utmp. 


JULY 27-28, 1864.—Skirmishes on the Blackwater Eiver (27th), and on Big 

Creek, Mo. (28th). 

R,EI?OR'rS. 

No. 1.—Ma). Gcii. Allred rieasoiiton, V. S. Arm>, oomniaudin^ Disiiiet ol* (Vaitral 
Missouri. 

No. 2.—Capt. Melville U. Foster, hesentb Missouii State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 1. 

Report of Maj. Gen. Alfred Pleasonfort., U. IS. Army., eommandiny /)?V 
triet of Central Minsouri. 

Wabbensburg, July SO, :180L 

Major: A corporal and four men of Company G, Seventh Cavalry 
Missouri State Militia, while hunting a stray horse on Blackwater on 
the 28th were attacked by Dick Yeager, with about twenty men; a run¬ 
ning tight ensued in which 2 gueiTillas were killed, and Yeager severely 
wounded. No casualties on our side. 

A. PLEASONTON, 

Major-General^ Gommandinej. 

Maj. O. D. Greene, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 2. 

Reports of Gapt, Uifelmlle U. Foster.^ {Seventh Missouri State Militia 

Cavalry. 

Holden, tfuly LH6f . 

Captain: Corporal Hisey, Company G, with four men, while huid- 
ing stray horse, were attacked day before yesterday evening, on Black- 
water, by Dick Yeager and twenty men; drove the guerrillas into th<i 
brush, after severely wounding Yeager, and made good their escapes 
Have just returned fr'oin Big Creek, after running light all day yester¬ 
day with a squad of Yeager’s men; killed 2. Yeager’s band is scat¬ 
tered into small squads over this country. 

M. U. FOSTBK, 

GaptaiUy Gommanding. 

Cai)t. J. 11. Ste(^kr, 

Assistant Adjutant General, * 
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Holden, Mo,, July IhhL 

yiR; I hav'^e tli<‘ honor to re})ort nun-ehos, soouts, &c., of* troops uiidor 
iny ooiunuind for ten days ending* July Jl, 1S()4: 

July 22, having learned that binshwiiackers were in tli(‘ habit of vis¬ 
iting the ehur(*b at Oolimibus during servi(*e, pro(*eeded with Lieuten¬ 
ants PliarivS and Christian vith twenty men of both (*oiupanies; found 
no rebels, .however; returned; traveled t^\e]lty miles. July 27, Cor¬ 
poral Hivsey, with four men, (.^nni)any (1, while hunting stray hors(^ on 
F>la(*kwater, (‘ight miles from camp, were attacked by Yeager and tw^enty 
men. The eor])oral afid his little scpiad stood their ground bravely, 
and drove the rebels to brush, severely wounding Yeag(T hinuself, and 
ea])turing 1 horse; returned to <*am]); no one hurt; traveled tw'enty 
miles. July 28, sent Sergeant Allen and twenty men. Company 0, to 
mouth of Panther (heek on Big Creek, wdth instructions to drive down; 
proceeded myself wdth Lieutenant Marr and tw(mty men to Lincoln 
Ford on Big Creek, to Avait till the sergeant drove the bushmen down. 
The sergeant started about twenty, said to be Yeager’s men, early in the 
morning; di'ove them easily. They missed m(‘ a vshort distaii(*e. I 
learned of the affair and tbund their trail, ovcTtook Gomi)any C, who 
were still after the rebels,. ])ushed them hard and overtook them near 
Mis. Pemberton’s, and after a smart skirmish killed 2 and wounded 4; 
lost no one. Captured 3 horscss, 2 saddles and bridles, and 1 revolver; 
one of the horses captured was so badly wounded as to be unable to 
travel, and w^as therefor<deft in the neighborhood; lost 1 horse shot, and 
I horse and equipments; the men having been dismounted the horses 
escaped in the charge. 1 would respectfully ask permission to replace 
horses lost by those captured; traveh^d fftty miles. 

Very respectfully, yoiu* obedient servant, 

M. U. F08TBE, 

Cajptain^ Commanding. 

Lieut. J. N. Pennoor, 

Adjf. Heventk Begt, Gav. Mo. IStaio Mil.^ Warrensburg^ Mo. 


JULY 27-30,1864.—Scout in Chariton County, Mo., with skirmishes (30th) on 
the Chariton Eoad, near Keytesville, and at Union Church. 

No. 1.—Brig. (ten. Clinton B. Fisk, U. S. Army, commanding District of North 
Missouri. 

No. 2.—Oapt. Joseph Stanley, Thirty-iifth Infantry, Enrolled Missouri Militia. 

m. 1 . 

Jtteport of BrUj. Gen, Clinton B. Fink, U. H. Army, coninmyiding District 

of North Missouri. 

Saint Joseph, Mo., A ugust 3,1861. 
Colonel : Lieutenant Beuecke and forty-four men, of Captain Stan¬ 
ley’s militia company, stationed at Keytesville, Cliariton -County, at¬ 
tacked Holtzelaw’s marauders in the forks of tlui Chariton, on Satur¬ 
day moruiuf? last, killing four of them. The iight was a spirited one. 
Six of the Thornton guerrillas were killed yesterday. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 

Brigadier-General. 

Col. O. D. Ceeenb, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Baint Louis. 

12 R Br—VOL XLI, PT I 
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Reports of (^apf. Joseph t^fanley^ Thirty-fifth Infantry, Enrolled Missouri 

Militia. 

Hdqks. Vo. Thikt\-pifth RnifT. Enrolled Mo. Militja, 

Kei)tesrilh\ Mo.^July It^Ot. 

Dear JSir: Thoiv is ioid hns boon for days a band of (Join 

federate troops in this <*onnty east of (^bariton Hi\(‘i*, neai" 300 stron^,^ 
under Ool. 0. J), lloltzc]aA\. He has reeruited many in forks of Chari 
ton. I have been scouting several days endeavoring* to locate them. 
While I was laboring to get re-entbreements on 28tli instant, Ool. Will 
lain E. Moberly wsent to my support seventy men under Oaj)tain Braw 
ner. (^ai>tain Brawnier said his men would tight bushvehackers, but he 
did not know that they would tight Confederate soldiei-s, and as the 
bushwhackers had (bnfederate ilag I did not (dioose to lead such men 
into battle. D. Owen, first lieutenant of Captain Brawner^s company, 
said some of his men w^ould aid bushwhackers by giving them all infor¬ 
mation they could. Yesterday L received a dispatch from Holtzclaw 
explaining his course as one iiot of choice, but carrying out instructions 
fi'om Confederate Government. He directed me to constrain my troops 
or he would be compelled to put to death Union men and radicals. 

2 p. m., just received a dispatch from my first lieutenant, who left 
here this morning with forty-five men. He engaged seventy-five rebels 
whilst at dinner, killing 4, captiu*ing 4 pistols, and driving the whole 
mess from grub to the brush. One of our boys wounded. 

2.30 o^clock, Captain Brackmau arriv^ed with seventy men. He will 
be in chase soon. It is now we need uniforms. Please forward uni¬ 
forms as soon as possible and oblige, 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH {STANLEY, 

Captain^ Commanding Rost. 

P. S.— General: Price, of Captain Bucksath^s command, had an 
interview with Holtzclaw yesterday. Holtzclaw agreed to leave the 
county in three days if not disturbed. Hope I have s]miled the trade. 

J. STANLEY, 

Captain. 

Brig. Gen. C. B. PiSK. 


Hdqbs. Co. B, Thirty-fifth Ebht. Enrolled Mo. Militia, 

Keytesnllle^ Mo.^ August IHOJ. 

Dear Sir: On the 30th of July I directed EirvSt Li<mt. Louis Ben- 
ecke, with forty-three men, to proceed to Union Church, near Moses 
Hurt’s, in the forks of Chariton, to search for guerrillas, which I knew 
were somewhere in that vicinity. Lieutenant Benecke t‘eports when 
at the church he discovered trail, which he followed at a brisk gait, and, 
when nearing Nathaniel Butler’s residen<*e, twelve miles east of tliis, 
pickets were discovered running in toward Butler’s house, wher(‘ there 
was a baird of seventy-five bushwhackers under command of Holtz¬ 
claw and Jackson just in the act of taking breakfast. They were 
charged upon at once and supplied with Eederal pepper. They flew 
to horse in great haste and confusion. They were <*omi)letely routed, 
but soon formed and charged, but were repulsed with loss. They rallied 
again and again, but were repulsed at every point. The enemy’s loss 
renorted 4 killed and not less than 12 wounded, amongst whom was 
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Captain Jackson, severely. One of their horses left dead on the battle¬ 
ground. Om* loss 1 horse mortally wounded, 1 man slightly. After 
the battle was over we picked up A revolvers and several shotguns and 
blankets and (*oats and 1 horse. We then proceeded to Glasgow for 
re-enforceinents. AVe then pro(*eeded to search for (»amp, but in vain. 
Arrived in quarters at Keytevsville Sunday eve, July 31, since which 
time I have not heard of Holtzclaw’s or Ja(*kson’s men, excepting six 
or seven who retui^ned to Captain Bucksatlfs company, which they had 
left only a few days before tight. They report Holtzclaw conscripted 
them. 


1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH STAISTLEY, 

Captain^ Commanding Post. 

Brig. Gen. C. B. Fisk, 

Commanding District of North Missouri^ Saint Joseph^ Mo. 


JULY 28, 1864.—Skirmish on the Morgan’s Ferry Road, near Morganza, La. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Michael K. Lawler.^ U. 8. Army. 

Morganza, July 1864. 

(Eeceived 10 a. m.) 

General: From sources whiidi I think are reliable E have learned 
that a movement on this place by the rebels had (‘ommenced on the 14th 
instant, but has sin(‘e been abandoned, and that the enemy are now 
mo\ing toward Black River to obtain vSubsistence. A portion of them 
have also gone to aVrkansas. This information T deem entitled to 
credit. 1 sent out an expedition yesterday, under General Ullmann, on 
the Morgan’s F<‘iTy road. M(di the enemy about 200 strong, had a skir¬ 
mish and scattered them, killing 0, capturing 2, and wounding others. 
Lost 2 men killed, a lew wounded, among the latter. Colonel Chrysler, 
rather severely in the neck. Our force pushed on to the Atehafalaya. 
The enemy had three guns in position on the opjmsite side, and a camp 
a])parently ofl5() (*avalry. Could do nothing with our artillery on account 
of the high ground and sharpsliooting. In a day or two 1 shall organ¬ 
ize a force to break up their camp effectually, if possible. 

M. K. LAWLER. 

Major-General Reynolds. 


JULY 29, 1864,—Affair at Highland Stockade, near Baton Rouge, La. 

Report of Brig. Gen. William P. Benton^ If. 8. Army. 

Baton Rouge, July ^9^ I86i—S.15 p. m. 

Captain: Two men of the Fourteenth ISTew York Cavalry, at High¬ 
land fcStockade,while on i)icket this a. in., wereshotand severely wounded 
by the rebels. There were three men and a corporal at the post that 
was attacked, two of the men making their escape unhurt with the loss 
of their horses, arms, and accouterments, the corporal and remaining 
man being shot. 

W. P. BENTOIT, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding^ 

Capt, Oliver JVIatthews, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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.July .‘50, 

Respectfully forwarded lo the general eoiiniuiiKlmg for information. 
The Highland Stockade is garrisoned by six; eonii)auies Fourteenth 
Hew York Cavalry, per last repoit ti-om that district. Inspectors are 
now making a thorough overhauling of the affairs at Baton Rouge. 

T. W. SHERMAH, 
Hri{f(tdief-General, Commanding. 


JULY 29, 1864.—Skirmishes near Hapoleonville, La. 

No. 1.—Brig. Gcii. IJobeit A. t'.imeioii, tl. S. Aimj, <ommumlnig Dislncl of Ij,i 
F ourtlie. 

No. 2.—Col. Hasbioiick l)a\is, Twelfth Illinois Cavali.v, ( omiuauding Post of Napo- 
Iconville, La. 


Ho. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, (I. A'. Army, eommanding Dil^^ 

trict of La Fonrclie. 

TniBODEAlTi., July ,V«, 1801 . 

(Eeceive(I ni.) 

Captain: Our pickets between Paincoiu-tville and Lake Hatch(‘S 5 
were attacked last night by two parties of rebels, one of thirty and one 
of twenty-six men; they were repulsi'd, the enemy losing 1 killed and 
3 w'ounded, 1 horse killed and 2 captured, and 15 muskets and shot¬ 
guns. They are rumored to have in reserve at Ciand Bayou a con¬ 
siderable force with tour pieces of artillery. 1 have* ordered Colonel 
Davis, at Hapoleonville, to push them with his whole available force', 
and to drive them across Grand River. I am holding the Sixteenth In 
diaua Mounted Infantiy and a section of artillery ready here if he 
needs re-eiifor(‘ements. As soon as 1 hear anything of importance 
ixom Colonel Davis I will telegi-aph. 

_ It. A. CAM FROM, 

Br igad ier- Gen era I, (^om munding. 

Capt. O. Matthews. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Defenses of Nete Grieans. 

{Copy to Maj. Geo. B. Drake, assistant adjutant-general.) 


[Indorsomoiit ) 

Defenses of Hew Orleans, 

July 30 , 1801 . 

Respectfully referred to the general commanding Department of the 
Gulf for information. General Cameron has been telegraphed in reply 
that his measures for overtaking the enemy are approved. Whatever 
force of the enemy he may have in his front there are two objects always 
to be fulfilled: Eirst, to capture or destroy the enemy; second, to hold 
on to the Bayoxi La Foui'che. The second (“ondition will not prevent a 
cavalry dash to the Grand River if he Judiciously disposes his ibrees. 
Indeed the two objects to be fulfilled admit of a beautjful combination' 
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wLicli 1 kiio'^ fi'oiii tko character of (xcjieral Cameron he will not fail 
to make if the occasion requires it. Kot intending to trammel the gen- 
ei*al with minute instructions as he is on the spot, I desire that he 
should always keep these two points in view whilst in comma^nd on the 
La Fourche, and if he ever finds it necessary to relinquish either, it is 
unnecessary to say it must he the first. 

T. W. SHEEMAN, 

Brigad ter- OeneraL 


nEADQlTARTERS LA FOURCHE DISTRICT, 

Thibodeaux^ La,^ July 30^ 186i, 

Captain: Inclosed I have the honor to hand you Colonel Davis^ re¬ 
port of the attack on his pi(*kets last night."^ 1 hiid on examining the 
letters captured that they are letters wiitten hy the soldiers to their 
friends Avhile at Camp Di*ent, on Bayou Boeuf, on the 20th, and not 
mailed. The most impoi-tant language I see in them is this: 

Our army is uow maidiing towaid PoiJito CcnqxSo. Walker’s division is 

goiuj* to Moi^an’s Perry. 


L am, tiuly, yours, 

E. A. CAMEEOIjr, 

Brigadier-Oenend of Volunieera^ Commmidlng JJistrict. 
Captain Matthews, 

Asnistant Adjntant-Qmeral^ Defeitnes of New Orleans, 


No. 2. 

Eeports of Col, Uashrouclc DariSj Ticelfth lUmois Cavalry, command¬ 
ing Post of Kapoleonville, La, 

Headquarters Napoleonville, 

July 30,1864, 

Sir: 1 have the lionor to report an attack [on] my pickets last night. 
Three days ago i sent CJaptain Tlowk and Com])aiiy L, seventy men 
and two commissioned oificers, to pi<iket and x)ati‘ol the roads from 
Paineourtville toward Lake Natche^s. 1 yesterday sent thirty men of 

1 Company, under Lieutenant Graves, to increase the force. The 
inclosed chartf will give you an idea of the ])osition of the force last 
night. The cam]) of reserves was at No. 1 on the Spanish road; a 
picket of six men vas at No. 2 on the Spanish road; a picket of four 
men was at No. 2 on the military road; a liicket of four men was at 
No. 4 on tJie military road; a jiicket of five men was at No. 5 on the 
military road* No. 5 is about three miles out from the bayou. At 9 
]). m. a j)ati‘ol of* one sergeant and eight men was sent across the plan¬ 
tations tiDvard Marcelin Ije Blanc7s house, marked No. C on the chart. 
At that house they struck a considerable rebel picket and drove them 
away after a brisk skirmish, in which the rebels lost 1 man killed and 

2 wounded, 1 horse killed aaid 2 caxitured. The patrol also took 15 
guns, mostly fowling-iiieces. The rebel iiarty was probably Boone’s 
battery, which had come into this county to steal horses. The patrol 
fell back to the iiickets on the military road and were not pursued. 
Simulta ueously with the above the i)ickets at Nos. 4 and 5 were attacked 
by a painty coming across the plantation from a northerly direction. A 

See next, post, 

* i Oaoitted as ol no present importance. 
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shots were exchanged, and the rebels retired. We suffered no loss 
in either affair. Captain Howk inimediately moved up with his reserve 
foi'ce, and I dispatched Lieutenant Gray, with twenty-five men of Com¬ 
pany M, ffom jSTapoleonville, making in all a force of 125 men. They 
moved up briskly beyond Le Blanc’s plantation, but could find no fur¬ 
ther trace of the enemy. From the letter which I send you herewith, 
taken from captured saddle-bags, and horn other information, 1 con¬ 
clude that the fli*st rebel ]>arty was thirty men of Boone’s battery, 
aimed with stolen shotguns, and the second party was twenty-six men 
of some cavalry regiment, pmbably the Fourth Louisiana. Whether 
other forces are in reserve is a matter of iineertainty, but I do not 
believe that there is any considerable force there. You will see from 
these letters that the battery left Bayou Boeiif after the 20th July, 
under the impression that the Union forces had left the distri(*t. 1 
have just received youi* order by telegram to move my wJiole forc^e in 
that direction and shall move at once. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. DAYIS, 

(JoloneL Comma tiding Post, 

Capt. B. B. Campbell, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-GenLa Pourclie J)istnct. 


July 31,18G4. 

The expedition has returned safely. Both of the parties who attacked 
my pickets on Friday belonged to Boone’s battery and Avere (‘oinmanded 
by Lieutenant Picon, formerly of Donahlsonville, and wer(* only after 
horses [and] plunder. They came to and crossed Bayou Grand on 
Friday night and after the affair of the iiickets went back kiting a(*ross 
the bayou. The same night, about four or five miles from tlie bayou, 
they broke into squads, and leaving the road struck across the swatni)s 
to Grand Eiver, which they crossed. They were in more hurry to get 
away than they were to come. J followed their tracks to the ])oint 
where they broke up. The road this side the bayou is a nuu‘e wood 
track, ahnost impassable, the mud being often to the horses’ bellies, 
and the swamp is perfectly impassable to any body of men. As I for¬ 
merly reported to you, there are a few of* donrnal’s cavaliy at lN)int 
Marsigner, behind Plaquemine, but none betwecm tlie La Fourche and 
that place. At the same time there are tliieves and Jayliawdvers about 
in this parish. The party that went to Centilly’s i)]a illation on Natchez 
Bay [returned] safely without | seeing | an enemy. 

H. DAYIS, 

Colonel^ Commanding Post 

Capt. B. B. Campbell, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant General, 


JULY 29-ATTGIIST 2, 1864.—Expedition from Warrensburg to Chapel Hill, 
Mo., with skirmish (July 80) near Chapel Hill. 

Eeport of Lieut, Elisha Horn^ Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

Camp Grover, 

Near Warrensburg, Mo,, August 1864, 
Colonel : Pursuant to Special Orders, No. 40, headquarters Camp 
Grover, July 27, 1864, in command of ninety-three men, I marched on 
the evening of the 29th of July, 1864, for the northwest part of Johnson 
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County, iiearOilet’s Ktiol), at vvhiclipoint 1 arrived at daybreak on the 
niorniiig of July 30. -.\.fter feeding and resting iiiy men and liorses a 
short time I moved in tlie direction of the headwaters of Honey Creek, 
it being to the northeast, and near Wagon Knob. The (‘ountry between 
1 lie points last mentioned is heavily skirted with brush. While xiass- 
ing through this eountiy I dismounted a portion of my (*ommand and 
deployed right and left, and made a thorough search, and tbuiid a 
va(‘ated rebel camp two miles east of the Widow ltemii(*k\s, the oidy 
dis(M)very of imixn tance in said brush. From Wagon Knob 1 moved to 
the northwest in the dii*ection of Chapel Hill. On arriving near the 
Hill 1 discovered a band of tifteen or twenty bushwhackers, one mile 
and a half south of that ])la(*e, in a grove. 1 deployed my (*oinniand 
so as to (*ov(T the grove, and then made a charge on tiiem; killed 1 man 
and wounded another; <*aptured 2 horses, 3 double-barrel shotguns, 
1 single-barrel shotgun, and 1 common rifle. 1 ordered the arms to be 
broken. I scouted the country over for tive or six miles south and 
west of Chapel Hill; found a few scattering rebels; fired a few shots, 
but to no effect, after wliich I returned to cam]), by way of Holden, Mo., 
August 2, 1<S(>4, withont tln^ loss of either mau or horse, traveling a 
distance of 100 miles. 

ELISHA HOEK, 

Firfif Lieui. Conijyany ii, t^evenih Mlnsoiirl estate MH. Cavalry, 
Col. John F. Philipps, 

Co yyi m a n dmg Ca m p . 


JULY 30, 1864.—Skirmish at Hay Station Ho. 3, near Brownsville, Ark. 

Eeport of Lieut, CoL John IK Htephenn^ JEJlerenth Missouri Cavalry, 

Brownsville, July 30^ 1864, 

Hay Station No. 3, ^’ai'risoned by my men, was attacked this morn¬ 
ing about 9 o’clock, by iihoiit 200 rebeks. They were, however, re])ulsed, 
vitli a loss of 1 killed aiul a number wounded. No casualties on our 
side, exce})t some of the (dtizens taken prisoners, and about IS or 20 
horses stampeded during the fight. They went toward the Bluff. Look 
out for youi* stock grazing* on the ])rairie. 

JOHN W. {STEPHENS, 
Liei/t, Co/. Eleventh Cavalry Missouri Volunteers, 
General Andrews, 

DevalCs JMuff. 


JULY 30, 1864.—Skirmish near Pine Bluff, Ark, 

No. 1.—Lieat. James E. Teale, Tlurteontli Illinois Cavalry. 

No. 2.—Lieut. Adam W. Hill, Tliiitetmtli Illinois Cavalry. 

. No. 1. 

Meporf of Lieut, James E, Teale^ Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, 

Pine Blttff, Ark,, October 17^ 1864, 
Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 29th day of July, 1864, 
I was detailed to take charge of an escort of forty men from my regi- 
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inent to out and repaii th<‘ t(^i(‘^ra])h wire b<dwe(‘n this phu'e and 
Little E(K‘k. i found the wire eut about sixteen miles from this place 
and so much of it (*aiTied away that we did not liave suftieient wire to 
repair the break. I pro(*eeded on to tlie (a*oss-roads, about lour miles 
beyond and twenty miles from this ])laee, where we eam])ed for the 
nii>ht. Started on* the next morning ji.st before daybreak and went 
three miles farther to what is called the Half-Way House. J then 
returned to the place where the wire was down, ve having ])ieked U]) 
wire to repair the break, after which (‘ontimuMl on the return, sto])i)ing 
once or twice to tak(‘ up the wire where it was too hm. When al)out 
ten miles from this place the advance guard, under Sergeant (libson, 
Company M, who beingunaccpiainted with liis duties, and disregarding 
the instructions 1 had given him not to lose sight of the (*olumn, got so 
far ahead as to be out of hearing, (Tossed a bayou and wcmt on to a hous<^ 
some three-quarters of a mile beyond, where he halted, ])la(*ed out two 
sentinels, and allowed the rest" of his men to dismount, hit<*h their 
horses, and go for water. Sergeant Gibson was informed by a woman 
living at the house Avhere he stopped, that the enemy had betm seem 
near there in large numbers about two hours Ixdbre, and bcdievcnl 
that they were vStill near. The advance guard had been halted about 
iiffceen or twenty minutes when tliey were tired upon by the enemy 
from each end of the lane in which tlmy were haltecl. J was at 
that time about 500 or COO yards from the bayou. 1 immediately 
ordered the men to get their carbines ready and to gallop. When 
about fifty yards from the bridge where the road (*rosses the bayou [wej 
w(Te suddcmly tired ui)on by a large force of the enemy concealed in 
the brush aiul tinni across the bayou. J ordered the men to fire and 
come on. Oidy two imm crossed the bridge Avitb mej the others brok(‘ 
into the brush and scattered. I attempted to return to the other side 
of the bayou, was cut off and pursued into tlie woods for a long (list a nee, 
tinally making my way back to this place, and reporting the cir(*um- 
stances at the head(iuarters of the regiment and post. Major Behlen- 
d()rfl‘, Thhteenth Illinois Cavalry, was sent out with 100men finm his regi¬ 
ment; alsoCa])tainsNoiTis and Brown, Lieutenants Hill, Bailey, T(mii)l(\ 
and myself, with others that I do not remember. Major Behlendortf w(mir 
to the bayou where the attack was made. The bodies of {r^ergeant Martin, 
Company M, and a private of Comi)any I, were found. Th(‘ bo<ly ol' 
Sergeant Martin was stri])x)ed. There w(Te also 2 wounded and S miss¬ 
ing, 3 of whom liave since returned. The (hdachment remained in that 
vicinity something like two hours, keeping out guards in evuny direct ion. 
An uuoc(iupied house was burned near the bayou. 1 cannot say who s(d 
the hoxTse on hre, as I did not obvserve it till the flames were bursting out 
of the roof. I heard no orders given to burn bouses, nor any thu^als 
made tliat tluTe would be any burned, neither did 1 hear aiiy offlc(T‘ 
encourage the men in any acts of destruction or violence, exc*e])t agaimst 
the armed enemy. As far as I could observe, Major B(diIendorh* used 
ev(Ty exertion to preserve order and discipline in his (Muninand, and 
was very watchtiil to guard against being siuprised. The imm were ke]>t 
almost constantly in line; mounted or standing to horse. I did not see 
or hear of any other houses being bxtrned that day. The detaclnmmt 
arrived back at this place about 10 xj. m. of i he saine day. 

I am, most res])ectfully, your ob(idient servant, 

J. E. TEALE, 

Second Lievtenaut^ Thirteenth IlVmoiH Cavalry. 
Lieut. S. Monte Oambeun, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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No, 2. 

Heport of Lieut, Adam W. Mill, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry. 

Hbqrs. Company ]\r, Thirteenth Illinois Cav. A^ols,, 

Most of Fine Fluffs ArTc,^ October ^0^ IShi. 
Sir : 111 compliance witli your rcqiie.st to give you a wiitteii state¬ 
ment of my observations in regard to tlic telegrapli escort that started 
from this place July 29, 1864, I beg leave to state the following*: 

That in the afternoon of July 29 an escort consisting of forty men, 
commanded by Lieutenant Teale, of tlie Thirteenth Illinois Oavahy 
Volunteers, started fi*om this iilace; that about o o’clock next day 
(July 30) word was brought to this regiment (T think by Lieutenant 
Teaie) that the party was atta(*ked by a large force of the enemy at 
the bridge nine or ten miles from Jiere on the telegraph line. A iior- 
tion of this regiment, under (‘ommand of Major Behlendorff, imme¬ 
diately started out to re-enfbrce our men. We arrived at the bridge 
about one lioim before sunset. The enemy had left the vicinity. We 
found two men dead on the battle-ground, whom we jilaced in an am¬ 
bulance and started back. About half an hour before starting Oaiitain 
Norris, with some ten or fifteen men, was ordered bac'k by Major 
Behlendorff, with directions to stop at the house about half a mile 
this side the bridge (where on. our advance was found one of our 
wounded men of the telegraph escort) and give the inmates of the 
house five minutes to get out vdth their most valuable effects and then 
to set fire to the house. Our column moved forward and when within 
about 400 yards of the house Major Behlendorff observed, Why is not 
that house bimiing, as I ordered?” He then moved rapidly forward. 
I accompanied him, as 1 was acting as his aide-de-camp on that occa¬ 
sion. Captain Norris apologized for disobeying orders, stating that the 
wounded man was well cared for and that the family ])rofessed to be 
friends of’the Union and its advocates. The major rode into the yard 
and conversed with the family a few minutes. I did not hear the con¬ 
versation, but heard the major observe to the family when leaving that 
they had better move as soon as possible and go to their southern 
brethren. A few minutes afterward I, and 1 think the entire force, 
observed the house in our rear a few hundred yards on lire. It created 
considerable light. I was with the major at the time. He made no 
observations about the fire, and I supposed the house was set on fire 
by the i*ear guard, in obedience to Major Behlendorff’s oi^der. I saw 
no other house burned on that road. 

I have the honor to be, adjutant, your obedient servant, 

A. W. HILL, 

Lieutenant Gomj^any if, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry Yds, 
Lieut. S. Monte Oambern, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


JULY 30, 1864.—Heoccupation of Brownsville, Tex., by the Confederate 

Forces. 

Report of Capt, James iZ. .Fry, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, C. 8. 

Army, 

Headquarters Expeditionary Forces, 

♦ Fort Brown, Aug%ist 4, 1804. 

By direction of the colonel commanding I have the honor to report 
that upon his arrival at this place on the 30th ultimo he found Mgjor 
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Oave in command of a party of citizens in (luiet possession o(‘ tlie town* 
of Brownsville. 

The scouting party mentioned in Colonel Ford’s last communication 
as having been sent below has returned. Captain Eobinson, of Gid- 
dings’ battalion, who was in (*harge of party, (^anie up with the enemy’s 
rear about fifteen miles below Brownsville, and afha* a vigorous atta(‘k 
succeeded in dri^dng it back upon the main ])ody, killing 2 of the enemy 
and capturing 2 prisoners. 

You will find inclosed docninients, marked A, which are copies of 
original orders picked up in the office lately o<'(*upied by (rcncral 
Herron.* 

Pickets and scouting parties are kept well to the front, and every 
means is used to watch and harass the retiring enemy. 

Colonel Ford has been sick for several days, and he is noi sufficiently 
recovered for active duty. He desires me to say that h(^ will ]nake you 
a fall report of operations so soon as his strength will admit ol* it. 

I remain, very I’cspectfidly, your obedient servant, 

JAIMES II. FEY, 

Captain and Acting As8istani Adjutant'Oeneral, 

Capt. W. G. Tobin, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General^ Gohimhns, 


JULY 80~AUGUST 1, 1864.—Scout in Phelps and Maries Counties, Mo. 

Report of Lieut. Charleu uidamnon., Hecond ^YiHconsin Cavalry. 

IJin^BS. Company A, Seoond Wisconsin Cavalby, 

Rolla, ilfo., Augunf J, ISGI, 

In accordance with orders received from Col. A. Sigel, commanding 
Post of Eolla, 1 started July 30 with a scout of thirty men from the 
Second Wisconsin Cavalry. I divided my command into three parts, 
one taking the Vienna road, another the Lane’s Prairie road, myself 
the Dillon road; scouted the by-roads and country llinnniglilx for 
several miles. Heard no reports of disturbance by guerrillas. Com¬ 
mand rejoined and camped for the night at Dillon. July 31, diAu’ded 
my men as before; started at daylight, one party taking (‘oiintry 
between Vienna and Lane’s Prairie roads; another Hie country immedi¬ 
ately east; myself taking the Borbeus Bottoms, still tarther east. W(^ 
traveled mostly on by-roads and in tin* brush. Heard of guerrillas Ixn’ng 
on the Vienna road and on Siiring Creek three days before, (’amped 
for the night on the outskirts of the ]>rairie. Ari*ested ojie man on 
suspicion. Augnist 1, started at daylight; divided my (‘ommand as 
betbre, one party taking the Vienna road, another tin* S])ring Creek, and 
myself the country near the Gasconade Ei ver. IIeai*d th(‘ same reports 
as betbre stated. Command rejoined at Dyer’s farm, live miles from 
Eolla, and reiiorted in to my <‘ommand at 3 p. m,, and delivei'ed my 
prisoner to provost-marshal. 

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(3HAELES ADAMSON, 
Lieutenant Company A, Commanding Scout 
COMMANDINa OpPIOEB, 

Pout of Roll^, 


" Omitted ab unimportant. 
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SKIRMISHES NEAR INHEPENHENCE, MO. 

JULY 31, 1864.—Affair at Orange Grove, near Honaldsonville, La. 

Bejyort of Maj. 8. Pierre Bemington^ Eleventh New TorJc Cavalry, 

Opposite Donaldsonville, J2ily 31,1864, 

(Received 7 a. m.) 

TRe guerrillas attacked tlie picket station at Orange Grove again last 
niglit between 1 and 2 a. in, and were re^iulsed without loss on either 
side. 

8. P. EEMIKGTOK, 

Major, Commanding Eleventh New YorTc Cavalry, 

Maj. George B. Drake, 

Assistant Adjxitant- General. 


AUGUST 1, 1864.—Skirmishes near Independence, Mo. 

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Alfred Ploasouton, U. S. Aimy, counnandin^ District of Central 
Misbonii. 

No. 2.—Col. James IT. Ford, Second Colorado Cavalry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Maj, Oen. Alfred Pleasanton^ TI. 8. Army, eommanclhig THs- 
triat of Central Missouri. 


Warrensbitrg, Aiigtisf 8, 1864, 

Colonel Ford reports that Sergeant Coy, of liis (*onnnand, in charge 
of a scout from iiide])endeiice, ran u])on two camps of guerrillas in 
swamps, one of twenty-live, one of forty; killed 1 and wounded 2. 
Our loss none. 


Major-General Eoseorans. 


A. PLEA80NT0N, 

Major- General. 


No. 2. 


Report of Col. James H. Ford, 8econd Colorado Cavalry. 

Independence, Mo., August 1,1864. 

I sent two scouts out to-day, one wevst under Lieutenant Parsons, 
and Sergeant C^oy, with his pet lambs, south. Coy ran on two camps, 
one of tw^enty-li\^e and one of forty; killed 1, wounded 2; our loss, 1. 
Enemy scattered every way; we hear of them in all dir(H‘tious from here. 
Scout leaves Pleasant Hill to night; leave here lo-inorrovf morning be¬ 
fore daylight. 

J. H. FOED, 

Colonel Second Colorado Cavalry. 


Captain Steger, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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AUGUST 1,1864.—Scout to Baxter Springs, Kans., with skirmish. 

Report of Col John D. Allen^ Seiwith Provlshtud Regiment Enrolled 

Missonri MUtfia, 

JlDQRS. Seventh Prov. Eeot. Enrolled Mo. Militia, 

Mount Venion^ Jl/o., Augiint 7, iS6i, 

Adjutant: In pursuance of orders li‘oin these headquarters Captain 
Sutherland, together Avith Captains Eoberts and Eitchey, with eighty 
men, made a scout in the direction of Baxter Springs. In about ten 
miles of the springs they came upon Captains Taylor and Marehbanks, 
with about thirty men. After a tew shots they completely rout(‘d th(‘ 
enemy, killing some 5 or 6 and wounding several others. After i)ursu- 
iug them some ten or tAvelve miles south, making no farther dis(‘overy, 
they returned without any loss on our i)art. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. ALLEN, 

Co/., Comdg. iSeTe7ith Pror. Regt Enrolled Missouri Militia, 

P. S.—Old One-Eyed Bavis, of G-reene County, was among i la* kill<Hi. 

Lieut. W. B. Allen, 

Acting Assistant AdjtitemtJieneral^ iSprhtgJield^ Mo, 


AUGUST 1-3, 1864.—Scout on the Independence Road to Gunter^s Mills, Mo. 

Report of (Japt, Ezra W, Kingslmry,, Ht^eond Colorado Cavalry, 

Headquarters Company I, 

Pleasant Mill, Mo.^ August 4, jl8()f. 

Sir: In pursuance of orders dated August 1,18C4, headquarters bat¬ 
talion, Pleasant Hill, Mo,, I have the honor to re])ort that 1 left this 
station at 2 a. m. with a detachment of seventy men, from Companies 
E, G, I, K, and L, arriving at GuntePs at 12.3() p. m.,- found the gmej’- 
rillas in small squads east of the Independence road; ascertained that 
Todd and seven men had ordered breakfast at Hackett’s, but did not 
remain to eat it; scouted the brush thoroughly in tliat vi(M*nity; fiminl 
fresh trails in every direction; they s<*attered as soon as pursued. 
Scouted the country east of the Independence road ibr scA^im liours; 
could not find the enemy. At 4 p. in. struck west; ci*ossed the Blue at 
the Eaytown crossing; found no trail; recross<Ml the Blue; went south 
west up the Blue; scouted the timber south and west of Gunter’s Mills, 
south of Gunter’s. At C.30 p. m. sent twenty men on toot into the brush 
in front of Gunter’s. They remained in that vicinity until 9 jl m.; could 
find no signs of the enemy; returned to this station at 1 o’clock on the 
3d instant. 

E, W. KINGSBURY, 

Captain Comj)any J, Second Colorado Cavalry, 
Maj. J. Nelson Smith. 
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AUGUST 1-5,1864.—Scout on the Smoky Hill Fork, Kans. 

Ncjporf of (Japi, Henry Booths Blevenfh Korhuh (UtvaJry. 

HuQKS. Company L, Eleventh Kansas Vol. </Avalb\, 

Balmciy Kans,^ Angnnt 5^ 1601, 

8ni: In accordance with Special Field Orders, FTo. 6, dated head¬ 
quarters Department of Kansas, at Fort Lamed, July 31,1864, extract 
in, 1 ])roceeded with my battalion, consisting* of a detachment of cav¬ 
alry from Conix)aiiy H, Seventh Iowa, Second Lieutenant Ellsworth in 
(‘oniniandj a detachment li‘om Company L, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, 
Second Lieut. WiUiam Booth in command; a detachment ti*oia the 
Foni*teenth Kansas State Militia, and a detachment ii*om the Fifteenth 
Kansas State Militia, numbering in all ninety-two men, bi a northerly 
direction. We camped at night on Ash Creek, about nine miles from 
Fort Lamed. August 1, we broke camp early and proceeded in a 
northerly direction toward the Smoky Hill. After marching about ten 
miles we reached Walnut Creek, upon which we camped. It being 
twenty-five miles from here to the Smoky Hill, I deemed it not prudent 
to proceed any farther this day, especially as our guides said there was 
no water on the entire route. While encam])ed upon Walnut scouts 
were sent up and down the creek a distance of ten or fifteen miles. Ko 
Indians were seen, but indications that a large body had beeuherewere 
apparent, but nothing rec'cnt. August 2, started this morning about 
6 o’clock, throwing out fiankcws on each side todis(‘overif possible any 
Indians that might be xjrowling around,but none Avere discovered on the 
entfre march. W(‘ (*rossed the Smoky Hill about nine miles above the 
mouth of Big (hvek. W o stop])ed on Smoky Hill to graze and examine 
the 3 'ive]*. Ko signs were discovered that indicated the presence of 
Indians. Learning from our guide that Big Creek Avas a great resort 
for Indians, f determined to proceed there, a distan(*e of nine miles, to 
camp for the night. On ai)])roachiiig the creek scouts w^ere sent forward 
to discoAUu* if Indians were present. Here again we found the remains 
of a cam] > of a 1 arge 1 )ody < )f Indian s; we judged ii*om 400 to COO. They 
had apparently left in a hurry, as some of their pack-saddles, the 
remains of old t<mts, some hatchets, &c., Avere left scattered around the 
camp. They had evidently had a lot of stock, as the grass in the vicinity 
Avas cro])X)ed very short. I thnik from appearances that this camp had 
been left but a/ i<^w days betbre our arrival. Possibly it might have 
been deserted wdiih^ we A?ere at Smoky Hill Cj'ossing, from Avhiehitis a 
distance^ about sixty miles. This body of Indians had gone in a northerly 
direction. Having rations for only three days I deemed it notxnudent 
to follow this trail. We ('amx)ed on Big Creek, three miles above its 
mouth. August 3, broke <*amp about 6 o’clock and pro(*eeded doAVu the 
north bank of Smoky Hill toward the crossing. After leaAung this 
creek we came into large herds of buffalo, which had trami)ed the 
country so much that it was impossible to tell a buffalo trail from an 
Indian trail. We camped to-night on the Smoky Hill, about sixteen 
miles from the crossing. Ko sign of Indians here. The buffalo had 
fed the grass so close that nothing was left lor our horses. August 4, 
started this morning at daylight, as our horses were fasting (the last 
of our corn was fed last night). After marching five or six miles we 
found good gTass and stopped to graze our animals. We reached 
Smoky HiU Crossing about 12 m. Here I re<ieived Special Field 
Orders, Ko. 7, dated headquarters Department of Kansas, Cow Creek 
Station, August 3,1864, extract III. In accordance with said order 
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I left Lieutenant Ellsworth at this station with liis detachment and pro¬ 
ceeded with the balance toward Salma, which place we reached August 
5,1864, at 6 p. m. , 

I think from i)resent indications the Indians are upon the Salim^, 
Solomon, and Republican Rivers, as the buffalo are plenty u])on thes(^ 
streams, and they depend entirely upon them for a living. TJndoubtedly 
they are encamped upon some one of these streams. 

All of which is resne(‘tfully submitted. 

HEJS^RY BOOTH, 

Captain ComxMny A, Uleneifth Kansas Volunteer Gamdrij. 

Maj. Gen. S. R. Curtis. 


AUGUST 1-5, 1864.—Operations in Eastern Arkansas, with skirmish (1st) 
at Lamb’s Plantation, near Helena. 

JRIl2I>ORXS. 

No. L—Brig. Geu. Napoleon B. Buford, U. S. Army, tommaudiug DisUict of Eastern 
Arkansas. 

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Josepli O. Shelby, i\ S. Army 

No. 1. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Kapoleon B, Bn/ord^ [T, IS, Armj/^ commanding 
District of Eastern Arl'ansas, 

Headquarters Distrust op Eastern Arkansas, 

Helena^ Arlc,^ August IHdJ, 

Maj. Gen. E. R. S. Oanby, 

Commanding Division of West Mississippi: 

Sir: Inclosed I send you a copy of my report ot* this date to Gemnal 
Steele. I have evidence that the enemy murdered in <*o]d blocxl thre<» 
wounded colored soldiers who were left on the battle-lield on Ihe 26(h 
ultimo, and that yesterday they murdered two whi(di they found at the 
plantations unarmed. What steps shall be taken ? 1 still hav<^ Lieu¬ 
tenant Casteel and live other bushwhackers in prison wh(KS(' (‘as(^s I 
reported to you in person when you were here. I hav(^ in all forty- 
seven prisoners of war. If permitted a cavalry ibree L shall retaliate 
the barbarities and cause restitution to the lessees asfar as ])]*acti<*abh^ 
I have been unwell for sometime and have been granted a leave of 
absence by General Steele, but will not leave while there is a»u enemy 
near us unless entirely prostrated by sickness. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

N. B. BUFORD, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters District op Eastern Arkansas, 

Helena^ Ark,^ August i, lH6i, 

Sir: This morning at 5 a. m. the enemy under Colonel Dobbin were 
at Allen J. Polk’s place 5 about 800 mounted men. At 8 they attacked 
the lessees at the Lamb place, capturing aU the stock and negroes, old 
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and young', and the \^hife employes. From there they went to J. B. 
Pillow’s pla<‘e, doing the same; crossing at Sandy Ford and following 
down all the leased ])lantations a distance of ten miles, capturing, burn¬ 
ing, destroying, and robbing of money and eiiects. They passed out 
at Mrs. Higgins’ place, going west. 1 had a cavalry for(*e of 100 men, 
who left here at 8 a. m. in pursuit of a party of the plunderers as far as 
Allen fl. Polk’s, where they met a larger reserve of the enemy than my 
force, which closed in behind the plundering party and moved west. 
My force returncHl to watcdi th(^ movements of the other i)arties going 
into the plantations. I moved out with my two infantry regiments, 
the Sixth Minnesota and the Thivty-hfth Missouri, which on account 
of sickness only mustered 400 men tit for marching, and with my colored 
(light) battery of four ])ieces and witli the balance of the cavalry. The 
marauders, all mounted, were four times as numerous as my cavalry 
force and (*ould not be overtaken. I have reason to think the whole 
force of the enemy mounted was three T‘egiments, Dobbin’s and two of 

Shelby’s, commanded by Colonel G-ordon and Colonel -. They 

did not attack either of luy two torts on the plantations, but have taken 
oit* the people and movables from two-thirds oi* the x>laces. Colonel 
Bacon reports an aggri^gate for duty to-day of only 255 cavalry. I have 
distinctly seen that we should have a raid, and that I could not prevent 
it with so small a mounted for(*e. I have received my leave of abseiu'c, 
but shall not avail myself of it while the enemy are in for<*e near me. 
Between the White and Mississippi Eivers there is at this time a for(*e 
of 6,000 men. My monthly report will exhibit to you my force, but two 
regiments are 100-days’ men, many of them boys from sixteen to eighteen, 
and incapable of standing a march in this climate. The cavalry will 
lose 147 men by expiration of enlistment in a few days. I have been 
hoping that the force at Devall’s Bluff would co-operate with me and 
clean out the enemy between Clarendon and this place. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

K B. BtJFOED, 
Brigadier-General, Gomynanding. 

Lieut. Col. W. D. Green, 

Assistayit Adjutant-General, Department of Arkansas, 


No. 2. 


Eeport of Brig. Gen. Joseph 0. t^helby^ C. t}. Army. 

Heabc^uarters, &o., 

August .9, 1864. 

In my last dispatch to you I was blockading White Eiver and had 
expeditions o])erating in the direction of Helena, Memphis, and the 
railroad. Of these various movements I wish to inform you, so that 
you will understand everything in regard to affairs here. Colonels 
Dobbin and Gordon, immediately ‘ifter their light of July 28, made a . 
forced march upon the Federal plantations near Helena and harried 
them with a fury greater than a hurricane. They captured 200 mules, 
300 negToes, quantities of goods and clothing, and killed 75 mongrel 
soldiers, negroes, and Yankee schoolmasters, imported to teach the 
young ideas how to shoot. 

Colonel McCray moved upon the railroad and damaged it consider¬ 
ably, but stirred up a complete hornet’s nest. From Devall’s Bluff* to 



192 


LOUISIANA AND THE TRAN8-MIShI«SIPPl. 


[Chap. LITT. 


Little Rock the nml was swarming- with large bodiovs oi‘ inlaiiitry aiul 
(‘Hvalry, and McCray was forced back as rapidly as he <*ame. Two 
days later Colonel Coleman, with 500 men, struck the railroad, again 
toiV lip the track, biu*nt some ties, killed 25 Federals and ca])tured 75 
more, and fell ba(*k, lighting heavily. The next day Colonel Jackman, 
with 500 more men, made another dash at the coveted ])rize and again 
tore lip a portion of the track; but he, too, had to fall bac'k on M(*( )ray, 
Avho had taken i)ost at a convenient distance to succor his detachments, 
Jackman killeil 23, wounded (>, and captured 17. 

Colonel Erwin, who was sent to the plantation abovt‘ Mmnpliis, has 
been very successful, and ‘‘ Widow and Yankee maid long shall lament 
his raid.’’ 


I had not been on White River one hour before two gun-boats passed 
down. My battery was not in position and 1 (*ould not open fire on 
them. For a day and night I lay upon the river, but whether* they 
knew of my approach or not I cannot tell; but so it was—nothing passed 
up or down. I intended to wait on them a week or more, but my trusty 
scouts, whom nothing escapes, brought word that 3,000 Federals had 
gone by boats to Bes Ai*c, and were coming higher to gain my rear. 1 
marched that night for Augusta, and found betbre reaching there that 
they had gone up to Cregory’s Landing—or at least a i)ortion of them— 
and were likely to get between me and my reserve ordnance. I pushed 
on rapidly two days and nights, got above the Federals, and marched 
down without stopping to give tliem battle. They retreated hastily, 
but this expedition rais(‘d tlie blockade of White River, for I couiil 
not wait there with a h(‘avy forc<". in my rear and my newly-recruited 
and unarmed men unprotected wholly. Three thousand Federals are 
menacing me troni tlie direction of Searcy, but I can whip that number 
if they will come to mi^ My stay here now will be short, not only on 
account of the In^avy forces coucentrating against me, but on account 
of the destitution of the country and the large number ol‘ ineffective 
men now concentrated. To save the recruits I have gained, to arm 
them, di'ill them, clothe them, and feed them, it is necessary that they 
be brought immediately to the army; sol shall take steps very soon 
to bring them through, unless I i*eceive such orders from district head¬ 
quarters as shall change my determination before leaving. 

News from Missouri still continues glorious. If General Price, at the 
head of 5,000 cavalry, could penetrate the State he could light such a 
fire of opposition and enthusiasm that 50,000 loyal Missoiu ians would 
spring to arms. There never was such an opportunity to make a suc¬ 
cessful raid. News ffoin all x)oints is bright with the tidings of victory 
and success. Hood whii)ped Bherman badly at Atlanta, and (Jolonel 
Mulligan, General Price’s old opponent at Lexington, was killed in th(^ 
Yalley of Yirginia, where General Early whi])ped Hunter, Orook, and 
Averell. There is not a day but some oV my scouting i)arties mei't and 
hght the Federals, aud I can safely put down theii* loss sin(*(‘ my o(*<*ti- 
pation of this country at 10 ]>er day. General Steele lias been consid¬ 
erably re-entbreed by General Oanby, one portion of Banks’ army going 
to him and the other to Grant. The lieutenant who brings this com¬ 
munication will explain to you my true intentions. 

Yery respectfully, 

JO. O. SHELBY, 
Brigadier-Qenerah Commanding, 

Lieut. Col. J. F. Belton, 

Amstant AdjtitanP General, 
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AUGUST 1-28, 1864.—Operations in Southwest Missouri, with skirmishes 
at Diamond Grove Prairie (1st), at Eutledge (4th), near Enterprise and 
on Buffalo Creek (7th). 

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. John B. Sanboin, U. S. Amiy, commanding Uifetrict of Southwest 
Missouri. 

No. 2.—Maj. Milton Burch, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavaliy. 

No. 3.—Col. Josei)h J. Gravely, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

NTo. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen. John B. j^anhorn^ U. 8. Army^ commanding District 
of 8outhwest Missouri. 

Headquarters District of Southwest Missouri, 

8pringfield^ il/o., August 18,1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit horewitl) for the information of the 
general coiuinaiiding official c()])y of report of Maj. Milton Burch, Eighth 
Eegiment Cavalry Missouri State Militia, commanding Ij^Teosho, Mo., oi* 
a scout made by him with 175 men of the Eighth Cavalry Missouri 
State Militia and Seventh Provisional Eegiment Enrolled Missouri 
Militia into McDonald County, Mo., on the 7th instant. Also copy of 
his report of a scout made by Lieutenant Hunter, Eighth Missouri 
State Militia Cavalry into the same section on the 5th instant with a 
detachment of the Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. Six of the 
enlisted men missing from Lieutenant Hunter’s command have come 
into camp at ITeosho. 

Very respectfully, yoim obedient servant, 

JOHN B. SANBOEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Maj. O. D. Greene, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept, of the Missouri. 

ADDENDA. 

Itinerary of the District Southwest Missouri, commanded hy Brig. Gen. 

John B. Sanhorn.* 

August 2. —Caiitain Euark, Eighth Missoim State MiUtia Cavalxy, 
killed Lieutenant Goode, of the rebel army, in the vicinity of Diamond 
Grove Prairie, near Carthage, Mo. 

August 4 .—Lieutenant Hunter, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cav¬ 
alry, in command of sixty men, same regiment, on a scout in the direc¬ 
tion of McDonald County, Mo., encountered the enemy 300 strong near 
Eutledge 5 had a sharp skfrmish, in which he lost 3 men killed and 1 
man wounded; the enemy’s loss, 3 killed and several wounded. 

August 7. —Major Burch, Eighth Missoim State Militia. Cavahy, in 
command of 175 men, marched from Neosho; came in contact with the 
enemy near Enterprise; killed 1 of their pickets; were unable to bring 
the enemy into action. The rebel force, commanded by Major Piercey 
composed of portions of Pickler’s and Stand Watie’s commands. 

August 1^).—-Colonel Gravely, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 
with 100 men, left Springfield, Mo., to operate against the enemy on 
the western border of the district, but the enemy had retreated south¬ 
ward. 


Prom monthly^ return, 
13 R R-^VOL XLI, PT I 
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August ^<9.—Lieut. S. A. M. George, Eiglitli Missouri State MiUtia 
Cavalry, was killed by guerrillas at Osage Springs, Ark. 

During the month the district has been very little disturbed by rov¬ 
ing bauds, but the enemy has been operating on the southern and 
western borders of the district, keeping our forces on the alert. The 
Forty-sixth Missouri Infantry is being organized. 


No. 2. 

Be^orts of Maj. 3[iltorh Burcli^ Eighth Missouri State Militia Gamlry. 

Neosho, Mo., August 5, 18G4. 

Sir: For the information of the general commanding I have the 
honor of reporting to you the operations of a scout sent out from this 
post on the evening of the 4th instant. 

From information I received from sources in which 1 placed but lit¬ 
tle reliance I learned there was a rebel force, numbers not known, en¬ 
camped on Oowskin Fiver, in the neighborhood of Eutledge. I made 
application to Captain Lindsay, commanding at Granby, for all the 
effective force he could spare. I also made application to Captain 
Eitchey for all the available force he could spare. I received a com¬ 
munication from Lieutenant Wear, of Captain Eitchey’s company, that 
the captain was absent, and they wore exx)ecting the mustering officer, 
and consequently could not furnish any men. I received thirty men 
from Granby from Companies L and M, Eighth Cavalry Missouri State 
Militia. I had thirty men detailed from Companies H and L, Eighth 
Cavalry Missouri State Militia, and ordered Lieutenant Hunter, of Oom- 
l)any H, Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, with instriKjtions to 
proceed in the direction of Eutledge, McDonald County, Mo., to as¬ 
certain the facts of the enemy being in that portion of the country. I 
ordered him to proceed to Eutledge and proceed cautiously to ascertain 
the whereabouts of the force reported, and if he found a rebel force as 
large as reported to proceed with caution and recoimoiter their x)osi- 
tion, and as near as possible their number. He i*eached a point near 
Eutledge, nearer than the place reported. He found the enemy’s 
l)ickets and drove them toward their camj), which he found evacuated; 
he then started slowly on their trail with William Haycock as guide. 
They had not proceeded but a short distance, and the enemy attacked 
his rear, when the action commenced with the rear, and the enemy then 
opened on both of his flanks, and he then commenced falling back, and 
a running flght commenced, which was kept ui) for four miles, when 
the enemy fell back, and he then procjeeded to fall back to this post, 
with the loss of 3 killed and 9 missing, 1 man wounded severely; but 
I think the missing will most of them come in. The loss of the enemy 
as far as known was 3 killed; the number of wounded not known. 
Their number, as far as my information reaches, is 250 or 300, Pickier, 
with i)robably Buck Brown’s men, and their leader, Eector Johnson, 
formerly a citizen of this place. Since writing this I have received 
your communication to Col. John D. Allen ordering me to make a scout 
in the direction the scout herein reported has made, and (‘omplied 
with the instruction in yoin: communication to Ool. John D. Allen, 
dated August 4,1864. I will call out all the available force belonging 
to the three stations and start back to see them again on the 7th in¬ 
stant, as according to instructions just received from your head¬ 
quarters. A comphance of Special Orders, No. 206, for inspection of 
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horse equipiuents in iiossesvsioii of the troops at tliis plaeo, will delay 
me one day and the horses need one day’s rest. I have also the honor 
of informing yon regarding the death oi* the notorious guerrilla chief. 
Lieutenant Goode. He was killed on the 2d instant by Oapt. Ozias 
liuark, Company L, Eiglith Cavalry Missouri State Militia. 1 started 
my forage train out on the 1st instant with twenty mounted men, under 
(‘ommand of Lieutenant Hunter, Company H, Eighth Cavalry Missouri 
State Militia, and twenty men on foot, under eoniinand of Capt. Ozias 
Eiiark, Company L, Eighth C^avalry Missouri State Militia, on the Dia¬ 
mond Grove Prairie after forage in Goode’s favorite range. When the 
train was loaded it proceeded with the twenty mounted men. Lieutenant 
Hunter in command, for this post, leaving the infantry concealed in 
the brush unknown to any p(u*son. They then maneuvered around in 
the vicinity of a spring known as a favorite resort of Goode and his 
band and concealed Giemselves. They had not remained long in am¬ 
bush before Goode with two others came along; but they mistrusted 
danger at hand and one remarked, “There is somebody in "the thicket;” 
but the Avord was hardly spoken till the sharp rei)ort of a revolver was 
heard and Goode rolled from his horse dead. The ball pcmetrated the left 
side of the upper lii^ and ranging upward. You will find herein inclosed 
the papers found on the person of Lieutenant Good(% with the list of 
the desperadoes under his command, and all otlun* xDapers found on his 
lierson. The individuals whose names you Avill find on the list are citi¬ 
zens of this country and whose families are yet luu'e. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

MILTON BHECH, 

Major^ Gomdg. Battalion Birjhth Cav. Missouri State Militia. 
Adjutant-General, Dist. of Southwest Missouri, 

Springfield^ Mo. 

llndoBuici iso Ij 

J. E. Goode, Ei(*hard Hall, Cahiway eFohnson, J. W. Scaggs, L. H. 
Scaggs, T. n. HaAvkins, T. Y. Parnell, E. j\l. Martin, James Eamsey, 
W. F. Eay, John Harmon, Taylor Buskirk, Hiram Mayeld,' Monroe 
Hewit. 


findoisomuit J 

This paper Avas taken fi*om Lieut. J. E. Goode, and (*ontaius a list of 
his company, most of whom live in the southern i)art of Jasper ami 
northern part of NcAvton Counties. 

OZIAS EUAEK, 

Captain Company 7/, JEighth Missouri State Militia Cctvalry. 

[IndosiuoNo 2J 

Special Orders, > Headquarters Price’s Division, 

No. 23. ) Camp Bragg^ January 28^ 18g4. 

1. Leaves of absence are granted to the following-named cjjBticers for 
the length of time set opposite their names, at the expiration of which 
they will return to duty Avith their command and iH^port them arrival 
to this office: Lieut. J. E, Goode, Company H, Eleventh Missoiuf 
Eegiment, thirty days. 

By command of Brigadier-General Drayton: 

L. A. MACLEAN, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Lieut. J. E. Goode. 

(Through Colonel Burns, commanding brigade.) 
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[ludoispiniuts ] 


Eelieved from duty daunary 28, 1804. 

JAMES PHILLIPS, 

Major^ Commanding, 


Pass the bearer. 

By order of Brigadier-Geueral OabelL 

JOHl^ KIISTG, 
AnHistant Adjutant-General, 


jllulosUK Ko » I 

IlEABQUAKTEliS ELEVENTH MlSSOUKl, 

Cam}} Bragg^ January 

Pass Lieut. J. E. (roodc 1o Oamdeii and back against the evening of 
January 22, 1804. 

JAS. PHILLIPS, 

Major, Commanding. 


Approved, 


[IndoiscTiieut ] 


W. M. MOORE, 
Major, Commanding Brigade. 


Neosho, Mo., August 9, JSOJ. 

Sir : I have the honor of r(‘])oi*ting, for the information of the general 
commanding, of a s(M)ut taken down in McDonald County, Mo., in seardi 
of the force tliat (uigaged Lieutenant Hunter, Company H, Eighth Cav¬ 
alry Missouri State JMilitia, on the 5th instant. 

1 started on the Ttli instant with all the available force in my reach— 
a portion of Captain Ritcliey’s eom])any from Newtonia, a ])ortion of 
Captain Ray’s company from Newtonia, a jxution of tlie command from 
Granby, and about thirty men from fhirthag(‘, Jasper County, Mo., and 
all the available force Kstationed at this jiost, making in ali about 175 
men. We left this ])ost about 7 o’clock morning of the 7th instant 
and proceeded in the dire(*tion of Enterprise, ]\l(*Donal(l County, 
Mo. After marching eight miles in that (lire(*ti()u I re(*eived intima¬ 
tion of the enemy having moved his cam]) eight mihss from tlie pla(‘e 
where Lieutenant Hunter tbund him, having moved in a northern direc¬ 
tion and'nearer thivS i)ost. We arrived at Ent(u*x)rise about 1 ]>. m., and 
our advance drove in the enemy’s X)ickets, killing 2 and pursuing the 
remainder of pickets and stragglers, about tw(mty in numlxn*, into their 
camp, and then tell back, reporting what they had discovered. I then 
moved up my men, concealed from the enemy, and then ])roceeded with a 
few men to reconnoiter his position, which J found to be strong and 
immediately at the mouth of Patterson’s Creek, I tlum ordeixxl Cajd. 
John E. Kelso, with a few men, to xmoceed in tlu^. direction oi* the (uumiy’s 
camj) and try and draw him out, wliich he did not sue(*eed in doing, 
although he skirmished with the euemy for n(‘arly two hours, but eouhl 
not induce him to leave liis i)ositioii iii the woods. 

While I with Captain Kelso was recounoiteriug my horse was shot 
from under me by one of the enemy’s sharpshooters. 1 then <ialled off 
Captain Kelso, after ascertaining that the enemy would not leave his 
position. I then sent Cai)taiu Kelso, 'svith Companies XI and L, Eighth 



Chap LTIT.] 


OPERATIONS IN SOUTHWEST MISSOURI. 


197 


Cavalry JMi.ssouri State Militia, to penetrate to the enemy’s left, while 
a portion of the cavalry moved on his right unobserved, the remainder 
being held as reserve and holding horses. The infantry moved cau¬ 
tiously down the bed of a diy stream and reached the enemy’s camp, and 
found they had evacuated their camp and fell back farther in the brush, 
which Avas almost impassable. Then throwing out ten men from Com¬ 
pany L, Eighth Oavahy Missoim State Militia, as advance guaid, with 
instiuctions to move slowly and cautiously, we then started on the 
enemy’s trail, whi(‘h led through a heavy timbered bottom in the direc¬ 
tion of Buffalo Creek. We had not pro(*eeded more tlian one mile before 
the advance discoA^ered an ambuscade of the enemy, but the thicket in 
which the enemy lay concealed was so dense that the advance did not 
discover them till they opened on them. I immediately dismounted my 
men and de])loyed my force as skirmishers and moved cautiously for¬ 
ward in hox)es of finding the whole force of the enemy in that vicinity, 
but after reconnoitering I ascertained that he had moved on slowly and 
cautiously on the trail till the advance reached Buffalo Creek. They 
moved cautiously and slowly and saw no enemy till they had rode into 
the stream to water their horses, when the enemy opened a veiy heavy 
fire on the advance guard, wounding tour men severely, one of whom 
died immediately, and disabling toiu* horses. Having no ambulance 
with me, we constructed litters and slowly retraced our steps after 
reconnoitering the position the enemy had occupied, and found him 
gone again. It was then near sundown, and our horses being greatly 
fatigued, and so was the men, as the scarcity of water rendered ft 
almost insupportable, I could not ascertain the actual force of the 
enemy. From the best information I could gather from the number of 
fires, from the number of beeves killed, 4&c., 1 will say that there can¬ 
not be less than 225 or 300, but there may be more. As the country is 
an CA^erlasting jungle of brush and weeds, I Avas not able to ascertain 
his numbers, as he did not seem Avilling to venture an engagement. 

The ofiicers and men under my command behaATd nobly, obe^ung 
eveiy order issued Avith a i>romptness AA^hich deserves the highest 
respect. I reached Keosho early in the morning of the Sth instant AAith 
my AA'ounded men, and they soon recei\Td that attention iroin the 
hands of Doctor Wills Avhich every wounded s()ldi(n‘ recpiires. They are 
doing well and I hope for their recovery, that they may mete out pun¬ 
ishment to all rebels and traitors in arms. 

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

MILTON BUKCH, 

Major^ Gomdg. Battalion Eighth Caw MiHHOurl t^tate Militia, 

P. S.—I have to inform you that the enemy is commanded by a Major 
Piercey, of late date. It is Pickler’s command, Avith a portion of Stand 
Watie’s, and a portion of notorious bushwhackers with liusk’s company. 
I think they will stay there, as I do not think I have force sufficient to 
drive them, OAving to the duty required for foraging and a guard to guard 
the haymakers, as in the country they occupy it will, in my judgment, 
require a larger force to drive them than I have at my command. If I 
hud 300 more men I could drive or annihilal^ him, as it will require 
that additional number to effect his oveithrow in his forest fastness, 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

MILTON BURCH, 

Majorj Gomilg, Battalion Eighth Gan, MiHSo%irl State Militia, 

Lieut. W. D. Hubbard, 

Aetg,Asst,AdJt, Gen,, DIst, of Southwest Missonrij Springfield^Mo* 
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Report of GoL Joseph J, Oravelp, 'Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 

Speinofield, Mo., August :18, :186L 
Geneeal : I have the honor to inform you that having complied with 
Special Orders, No. 213, headquarters District of Southwest Missomi, 1 
have returned to this post and make the following report: 

1 assumed command of the different detachments of troops ordered 
by you to Neosho on the morning of the IStli instant and marched to 
Oowskin Creek. The advance guard saw six men in tlie evening and 
killed 1 of them. On the morning of the 14th Captain Kelso killed Lieu¬ 
tenant Baxter, a noted bushwhacker, whom we learned trom the ladi(‘s at 
the house at which he was killed had brought dispatches from fGeneral 
Stand Watie to the companies in that vicinity to join Stand VVatie near 
Fort Smith. On the 14th 1 marched near Maysville, Ark., but did not 
discover any enemy, but learned irom reliable sour(‘es that tlie forces 
which had been in the vicinity of Cowskin Prairie had gone south, and 
that there was no rebel force left in that section except a few Inish- 
whackers, who hide in the bluff and caves when any Federal soldiers are 
near. Having become satisfied from the trails of the rebtfis and rc^bel 
horses that the information received to the effect that Chiptains husk, 
Jtoberts, and Eobiusoii, rebel olficers, who attacked Major l>ur(‘h 
about the Gth [7th] instant, had left tor Stand Watie near Fort Smith, 
and that there was no probability of overtaking them, I ]*eturned to 
Neosho and ordered the different detachmcmts of trooi>s to return to 
then respective posts. On our rcduru to Neosho the advance guard 
severely wounded 2 biishwha(*kers. They retiu*ned the fire and slightly 
wounded 1 man of the Sixth Provisional Itegimeut Enrolled Missouri 
Militia. 

I have the honor, general, to be, very res])cctfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JOSEPH J. GEAVELY, 
Colonel Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, 
[Brig. Gen. John B. Sanboen.] 

AUG-XJST 2, 1864.—Eeconnaissance from Berwick to Pattersonville, La, 

No. 1.—Brig. Gcu. Eohcit A. Cameron, IT. S. Army, commanding District of La 
Fourclie. 

No. 2.—Acting Master Levi S. Fickoit, U. S. Na\ y. 

No. 1. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Robert A. Cameron^ U, S, Army^ eommaniling Dis¬ 
trict of La Four die, 

TniBOBEAUX, August ISOi. 

Colonel Jones, Ninety-third XT. S. Colored Infantry, Avith his i^egiinent 
and some cavalry, made a reconnaissance Irom Berwick to-day U]) tlu^ 
Teche as far as Pattersonville. They took 1 prisoner, 3 horses,* 30 head 
of cattle, some molasses, and ammunition. They learned that the enemy 
had crossed the lake toward the La Fourche, but do not state wlum or 
where. 

E. A. CAMBEON, 

Brigadier-General of VolunteerH,^ (Jommanding, 
Maj. Geoege B. Deake, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Fo. 2. 

Report of Acting Master Levi FicTcetty 17. S. Wavy* 

TJ. S. STEA3VIER Glide, 

Benvielc Bay, August 3, 1864* 
Sir: I liave the honor to make the following report, viz: 

At 10 a. in. on the 2d instant I heard, firing in the direction of Patter- 
sonville, and, in obedience to your orders of same date, got under way 
and proceeded to that place. "Wlien about half way up saw a small squad 
of the Mnety-third TJ. S. Colored Regiment. The oJB&cers commanding 
them told me that our troops had met the enemy in Pattersoiiville, routed 
theni, and captured two prisoners. At 11.45 a. m. exchanged signals 
with the TJ. S. steamer Oarrabasset, which was lying at the bank in the 
lower part of the town. I stopped my boat and went on board of her j 
saw two ladies there, whom Captain Leonard informed me were sent on 
board by Colonel Jones, of the Mnety-third. I asked him if he had 
seen Major-General Canby’s order, prohibiting certain persons from 
visiting inside of oui* lines. He said he had not, but Colonel Jones told 
him that he (Jones) would be responsible for them if he (Captain 
Leonard) would bring them down. I saw about two-thirds of the 
Mnety-third Regiment (and a part of the cavalry regiment who were 
with them) near the Carrabasset, on the bank. A few of the NTinety- 
third and a few of the cavalry had proceeded toward Brashear with a 
drove of about fifty or sixty head of cattle, which they had taken fr‘om 
citizens in Pattersonville; and the remainder of both regiments were 
ransacking houses and back yards for sucli plunder as they could carry. 
By Captain Leonard’s orders (after taking on board a colored family 
whom I brought to Brashear) I went up as far as the mouth of the 
Teche,' saw about twenty rebel cavalry, which I shelled out of a small 
piece of woods, and they reti‘eated up the banks of the river. I then 
steered toward Bi^ashear. On my return I passed several small squads 
of Colonel Jones’ regiment at various distances fr’om the main body. 
There was no officer with them, and they were pillaging in nearly every 
house on their way. I considered the troops very badly managed, and 
the officers did not appear to exercise any command over them. I saw 
several men of the Mnety-third with articles of clothing in their pos- 
session. At 1.30 p. m. I passed the TJ. S. steamer Carrabasset lying 
at the bank, putting bedding, furnitui-e, &c., on shore again, which 
had been taken on board by the soldiers without Captain Leonard’s 
knowledge. The soldiers burned three or four buildings on their 
retui‘n, one large dwelling-house and one mill. I could not say whether 
the others were mills or houses. When about three or four miles fr^om 
the bay, I saw six or seven men of the Mnety-third Regiment on the 
opposite side of the bayou. I went in to the bank, told them to come 
on board, and I would take them to Brashear. They did not come, but 
crossed over below me. They were fr'om one to two miles in the rear. 
I afterward took them on board, nearly beat out from the heavy load of 
plunder which they had about them, and a hot sun overhead. I then 
kept on down the river, and at 3 p. m. came to anchor off Brashear 
City. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. S. FICKETT, 

Acting Masterj Commcmding* 
Acting Vol. Lieut. S. B. Washburne, 

Commanding Waval Forces at Berio tele Bay, 
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AUGUST 2~8, 1864.—Operations near Holden, Mo., with skirmish (8th) on 

Norris Creek. 

Report of Copt, MelvUle JJ, Foster^ t^eventli Missouri Htate MiHHu 

Gavalry. 

Holden, Mo., August If 1864. 

1 hare the honor to report the marches, s(*oiits, &c., of troops at 
this station to this date: 

.Vu^‘ust 4, Corporal McCoy and twenty men of both companies were 
sent to repair telegraph wire; learned that break was immediately (*ast 
of Pleasant Hill, and that troops from that station were repairing it; 
returned; traveled twenty miles. August 5, Captain Baker, with thirty 
men, Company (\ went on scout on Big Creek and Crawford’s Pork; 
tbuud small squad of rebels; chased them, killed 1, captured 1 horse 
and equipments; traveled thirty miles. Same day with fifteen men 
went myself foraging around on Blackwater; learned upon what I 
deemed good authority that Dick Yeager was then lying wounded north- 
wcvst of Chapel Hill. Went and informed Major Kelly, commanding that 
station, and iiroeeeded into the Sni Hills to look for Yeager. Could not 
find him; returned next day; traveled forty miles, August G, Cor¬ 
poral Skidmore, with twenty men, Comiiany G, went to Lost Creek; 
returned; traveled twenty miles. August *8, Lieutenant Combs, with 
forage train, run into a squad of bushwhackers in Norris Creek; had 
skirmish; had 1 horse slightly wounded. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. U. POSTEE, 

Capta iCom manding. 

Lieut. J. N. Pennock, 

Adjt. Seventh Regt. Car, Mo. State Militia^ Warrenshurg^ Mo. 


AUGUST 3, 1864.—Skirmish near Fayette, Mo. 

Report of Maj. Reeves Leonard^ Finth Missouri State Militia Caralry, 

Hdqrs. Detach. Ninth f Av. Missouri State Militia, 

Fayette^ Mo.^ August 4, 1864. 

Captain : Yesterday morning after a slight skirmish I routed a band 
of guerrillas near Payette, and puLsued them until dusk, a distance of 
fifteen miles, capturing horses, arms, clothing, <&c.^ Our forces consisted 
of detachment of the First Iowa Cavalry and Ninth Cavalry Missouri 
State Militia. 

ViTV resi>e(*tfully, your obedient servant, 

E. LEONAED, 

Major Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia. 

Capt. George A. Holloway, 

Asst, Adjt, Gen.j JDlst. of North Missouri^ Saint Joseph^ Mo. 
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No. 3. 

Beport of Capt, ^Samuel ^l. Gorham^ First California Cavalry, 

Foet Sumneb, N. Mex., August 4^ 1864. 

Ill accordance with an order received ti^om Captain Bristol, Fifth U. S. 
Infaiitiy, commanding Fort Smniier, N. Mex., and having agreeably to 
said order reported to Col. Christopher Carson, First New Mexico Cav¬ 
alry, for instructions, I proceeded about midnight of the 3d instant 
h^om this post in the direction of Fort Union, N. Mex., to look after cer¬ 
tain Apache Indians who had a few days previous been committing 
depredations and miming off stock ffom the ranches in the vicinity 

of-. My command consisted of one commissioned officer (Lieut. 

B.F. Fox, First California Cavahy) and thhty enlisted men of Company 
G, First Oalitbrnia Cavalry (my own company). I was furnished with 
one Mexican guide and one Indian gmide. After traveling about twelve 
miles on the main road which leads to Fort Union T bore off to the 
right, and a little after daylight crossed the Alamo Gordo, a small 
sti*eam, at a distance of about twenty-four miles from Fort Sumner. 
Just betbre crossing the stream the Mexican guide left us with the 
understanding that he would return. After crossing the stream I pro¬ 
ceeded with my command and the Indian guide in a northerly direction 
aboiii !*• ■ 's.-’es, and within foui* miles of Whitmore’s Eanch; 

then • ': i ■ I ■ and traveled west about twelve miles and crossed 
the Bio Pecos, followed the river up, and camped at Giddings’ Eanch, 
where we remained two hours for the purpose of resting and feeding 
our animals and getting something to eat ourselves. We arrived at 
Giddings’ Eanch a little after 11 o’clock, having traveled over sixty 
miles. A little after 1 p. m. left Giddings’ Eanch and recrossed the 
river on the road back to Port Sumner. I proceeded on my return as 
far as the lower main croSvSing of the Alamo Gordo and about twenty- 
five miles fr"om the ranch. We camped about 9 p. m. Distance traveled 
this day about eighty-five miles. The Mexican guide failed to return 
duiang the day in accordance with the understanding. 

Aug-ust 5, 18C4. 

Broke camp about 4 a. m. and proceeded up the stream in an easterly 
dfrection about ten miles and crossed the Indian trail. Having been 
informed on yesterday that the stock captimed by the Apaches had all 
been retaken fr'om them, and that the Indians had twenty-four hours 
the start of me, and no other stock with them except their own animals, 
which they were riding, I concluded it would not be expedient to pur¬ 
sue them, as pui‘suit would be useless. I therefore returned to the ibrt, 
where I arrived about 12 m., not having seen an Indian during the 
scout. 

S. A. GOEIIAM, 

Captain^ First Cavalry California Yols.^ Comdg. Company Q. 

[Lieut. M. Mullins, 

Fifth U. S. Infantry^ Post Adpitant.] 


No. 4, 

Reports of Capt. Francis McCahe^ First New Mexico Cavalry. 

Caivip Near Dog- CaNon, August 27^ 1864. 
Captain: I have the honor to report that in obedience to verbal 
orders received from Capt. H. B. Bristol, commanUing officer at Port 
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Stanton, N. Mex., I left Sumner on the Gth instant, Avith foity-three 
enlisted men of my company (L), First New JMexico Cavalry, and six 
NaA'ajo Indians, as spies and guides, to pursue and chastise a war 
partj" of Apaches who had lately committed various murders and rob¬ 
beries in the neighborhood of Ohaperito. On reporting to Colonel Car- 
son, acting Indian superintendent at Fort Sumner, T was instructed by 
him to mareb to Fort Stanton, and after obtaining provisions and other 
sii] 3 plies at that post to proceed to find the Indian trail, and follow it 
to the village. The colonel likewise advised me to go to Tularosa, and 
if possible to em])loy competent guides and a small company of citizens 
at that place, and li‘om there proceed to Hog Canon, Avhere he su])])osed 
the Indians would be found with their ])lund<‘r. 1 started a(‘(‘ordingly, 
and on the 11th instant I I'eached Fort Stanton, wliere I was advised 
that the same body of Indians had attacked ]\li. Parker’s train near 
Gallinas Spring and run ofi* all his mules. I could find no guide here, 
but on the morning of the 12th, as I Avas ready to start, Lieut. II. \Y. 
Gilbert, First Ca\mlry New Mexico Yolunteers, and eight men, Avho had 
been sent to pursue the Indians, returned with the information that he 
had folloAved their trail until he oA^eriook them at a point on tlu^ Sierra 
Oscura, and tliat he judged their village Avas but a short distance from 
that ijoint. Lieutenant Gilbert stated that he returned for re-enfor<*e- 
nients to attack the rancheria. 1 a<‘cordingly started that afternoon 
with Lieutenant Gilbert and his j>aity of eight men, atta(*hed to mine. 
After marching all night I halted at a iioint tliirty-six miles north of 
the Sierra Blanca Mountains. At 12 o'clock on tlie 13tli I left ('amp 
and marched until sundoAvn, Avhen 1 halted at a rain-Avater hole about 
eight miles east of the Mai Pais. Here I was informed by one of my 
NaAmjo guides rhat he kneAA^ Avhen^ the Ajiache village lay, and that by 
marching all next day he could ivac'h it. L accordingly marched at 
daylight and (‘rossed the IVIal Pais, Avhich being a bedt of broken and 
disrupted rocks Avith no knoAvn trail, the i)assage Avas exceedingly diffi¬ 
cult and many of my horses and mules Avere badly cut by the .sharp 
projecting rocks. I reacdied the Ojo del Llano, a spring in the desert 
between the Sierra Blanca and Sierra Oscura ranges, at 2 p. m., and 
haAung Avatered and unsaddh^d my animals I sent forward the Indian 
to recoiinoiter the Ai^ache village. He returned at dark, stating that 
it was five or six leagues ofi‘. I then marched next day to the point 
where Lieutenant Gilbert reported haAung seed the A])a(*hes, and after 
l)assing through many difficult canons I reached it at 3 ]>. m. The In¬ 
dian gaiide ])ronounced the trail lo be eight or t(m days old. I started 
vsame evening and folloAved it until dark, AAdien I Avas obliged to halt for 
the night. At daylight the in^xt morning my Navajo guide informed 
me that the trail x)ass(Hl OAnn* a s]mr of the Os(*ura Mountains to tlu^ 
village. niarclied to this ])lace and rea(*h(Hl it at noon, but found 
that it had not bc^en oc(*n])ied by Indians recently. I r(‘turnc(l same 
day and encamped at a hole of Avater in the ro(dvS,*and at daylight next 
nmrning resumed the searc'h tor tlu^ trail, Avhieh was found running in 
a Avest(T]y direction along the base of the Sierra Oscura. I maivhed 
all that day and all night, ])assing a deep (‘anon in th(‘ mountain 
twenty miles long which opens on the Jornada del Muerte. Tlu^ night 
mai‘ch was conducted in a severe thunder-storm Avliich lasted several 
hours. 

Having halted at daylight, I rested until 12 m. aud marched again 
oil the trail, which took a direction south, entering the mountain again. 
At C) p. m. I halted in a line valley where grass was abundant but no 
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water tor the aiiiiiiiils, and next day resumed the mar<*h at daylight, 
and at 12 m. found a little water in ‘holes tor the men, hut not enough 
for the animals. At 5 p. m. found water and good grass at the Ojo 
Alamo, in a deep canon in the mountains. Here I was joined by 
Saiu'hez, the x)Ost guide of Foit Stanton, who informed me that he 
had mistaken my trail for Major Uhaeoifs, who was one day’s march 
in rear. I vstarted next nioridng, taking the guides with me, whom I 
sent about 500 yards ahead with iiv(" men to trail By this time jny 
Navajo guides stated that the mountains were unknown to them, but 
that they believed the Indians were (3oyoter(j Apaches. I found water 
this day twice on the trail before 12 o’clock, and after a severe mar(*h 
of forty-five miles I encamped without water witliin ten miles of a 
l)oint where the trail entered the desert in the San Andres Mountains. 
My guide was totally ignorant of the country, and a few of my men 
proved better trailers than the guide. On the morning of the 22d I 
started for the point where the canon oi)ened on the desert, sending the 
guide and trailers in advance in searcli of water. No water was found 
until wo rea(*hed the salt lake, called Salina, toward which my guide led 
me, assuring me the water was potable. On arriving there I found to 
my mortification that it was salt, and had to saddle up and march 
toward San Nicolas Mountain. 1 found a hole of water near that point, 
and tbuiid the mule and slieep trail running across the desert toward 
Dog Oanon. After a short rest I unuuhed across the deseit and next 
morning arrived at the AVater-Taidcs, having marched sixty miles in 
twenty-four hours. Half my command and horses were still on the 
desert when I reached the tanks, and I immediately sent back water to 
their relief, and at noon marched to a stream called Itio Alamo. I 
found here that most of my horses were broken down (three were aban¬ 
doned by my order) and several of my men sick. I rested that day 
and sent the guide to the Dog Canon to look for the trail. He returned 
next morning and informed me that the tiuil led into the (‘anon, 
and that the Indians were there. I immediately formed my men, 
mounted and dismounted, and marched to the canon, determined to 
enter it and attack the Indians. I tbund on entering the mouth that 
the Indians had entered it to water them animals, and that they lelt it 
and started for Sacramento Eiver four days before. I detailed Lieu¬ 
tenant G-ilbert with tAventy men to follow the ti'ail, instru(‘ting him to 
Aise caution and diligence in the pursuit, and marched my broken- 
down men and horses to a camp near Tularosa to recruit. Oii reaching 
Tiilarosa I called for guides and a party to take a lUiAv direction to the 
lagunavS, where I supposed the Indian village to be located. Mr. Par¬ 
ker reached me yesterday, informing me that Major (Jhaeoa had arrived, 
and I started again with sixteen of my men and fourteen citizens behiiul 
to follow the Indians. On my way to this x)laee 1 mc^t a messenger, in¬ 
forming me that Lieutenant Gilbert had a figlit with the Apa(*hes yeshn*- 
day near Eio Milagi*o, and that the lieutenant was killed al tile iirst 
dis(*liarge. All the liorses were killed ami wounded by tli(‘ ApaclH\s, 
and the guide and 1 man mortally and 3 privates of my company 
sevcu'ely wounded. (Corporal Gallegos, of Oomimny L, behaved very 
well and brought off the wouuded. The fourteen Apaches whom we 
were pursuing had been joined by a large number of others, who I am 
informed by the Navajo guide are Coyoteros. 1 have vseiit out wabT 
and wagcms to relieve and bring in my wounded, and I will march in 
half an hour with the roinainder of my men and about twenty citizens 
to attack the Apaches. Major Ohaeon and Lieutenant Cook will march 
to-night also. 
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Altliougii repulsed, tlie men of Lieutenant (Gilbert’s party behav<^d 
nobly, and he tell gallantly himself at the head of his men. J deeply 
3 *egret his fall and will avenge it if ])ossible. The Indians are said to 
be about seventy in number. It is cdosing dark, atid I cannot be more 
explicit for want of time. 

Eesi)ectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. IMcOALE, 

Gaj>t(iuu First New Mexico Caralrij^-Gomdg, Detachment, 

Capt. r>. 0. Cutler, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ tfcc*. 


Fort {Sumner, N. IVIex., November i, 1861, 

Captain: I have the honor to siibndt, for the information of the gen¬ 
eral cominandiiig, a report of my operations in the field since August (>, 
1864, at whi<*h date 1 was detailed to pursue a band of xVi)ache Indians 
that had murdered several Mexicans in the vicinity of Ohaperito, and 
dilven off several thousand sheep and a few horses and burros, and had 
a day or two afterward defeated a small ])arty of Navajoes near Alamo 
Gordo, who, under their brave (diief, Delgadito, made a gallant but unsm*- 
cessftd attempt to recover the plundered sto(*k. My instructions from 
Col. 0. Carson, First Cavalry Hew Mexico Volunteers, acting superin¬ 
tendent of Indians at the Havajo Eeservation, were to proceed to Fort 
Stanton, H. Mex., and obtain all ne(*essary supplies, and th(‘nce to Tula- 
rosa to hire a competent guide and a few (*itizensas spies, &(*., and from 
thence to Dog Canon, at which jdace I would most likely find the Apa¬ 
ches. I left this post on the (itli of Aiigmst, and reacluMl Fort fc^tantoii 
on the 11th, about noon. The remainder of tln^ day was s])ent in shoe¬ 
ing the horses and mules of my command. At Fort Stanton I learned 
that the band of Apa(*hes 1 was in pursuit of had encountered a train 
belonging to Charles Fark(‘r, near Galliuas Mountain, and after a briet 
fight, in which the wagon-master and one of his hands were wounded, 
they succeeded in driving off* more than fifty of his mules, and that 
Lieut. H. W. Gilbert, First Cavalry Hew Mexi(*o Volunteers, had been 
sent with a small party in ])iirsuit of them. 

On the morning of the 12th, as I was ready to start to Tularosa, 
Lieutenant Gilbert arrived with information that he had suddenly over¬ 
taken the Indians at a i)oint in the Os(*ura Mountains, and that the 
Apache rancheria was near that point, but that his party was not 
large enough to attac*k them; he had returned for rc^-enforcenumts. As 
I had the fullest confidence in Colonel Carson’s judgment and knowl¬ 
edge of Indian habits I was anxious to carry out his instriudionsj but 
as the lieutenant’s information was positive 1 felt that myinoper course 
under the circumstan(*es was to x>i‘oceed with him at on(*e to where he 
had seen the Ai)aches. Before leaving the post I hired a guide named 
Flores to ac(‘omx}any me, but by the time I was ready to start he was 
drunk and refused to go. I (*ontined him in the guard-house and started 
without a guide. Had this man remained sober and faithful to his 
engagement I have no doubt, from his knowledge of the Apache habits 
and of the mountains, but 1 woxild have overtaken the band before they 
could reach their hiding places in the Sacramento Mountains^ but 
although he acted in a manner grossly culx>able and deserved severe 
punishment he was released by the commanding officer in a few days 
afterw^ard and employed by him to follow my trail too late to be of any, 
service. 
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On leaving Fort Stanton my entire command, including Lieutenant 
Gilbert’s party, numbered lifty-four men mounted. 1 liad also six 
Xavajo v’arriors on foot to be used as siiies, trailers, A:c. I set out 
that’afternoon and marched all night, and encamped at sunrise 
next morning at a small stream north of the Sierra Blanca. Having 
rested at this camp until 1 p. m. T resumed the march, and fol¬ 
lowing an old Indian path, 1 arrived at a small water-hole at sunset 
within a few mih\s of that belt of A'olcanic rocks, known as the Mai 
Pais. As the passage of these rocks is impracticable at night I rested 
until daylight, and next morning marchi^l toward and across it, my 
animals being much injured by the sharp and rugged rocks while 
passing, and I reached the Ojo del Llano (spring of the hill), a fine 
spring in the center of a dry and barren desert. From this point I 
marched at daylight next day in a northerly direction to thc^ point 
where Lieutenant Gilbert saw the Apaches. X reached the canon at 
12 ni., and found on examination that a large number of sheep and 
several mules had l)een grazing there some six or eight days before, 
although a hea\y rain had partially obliterated the tracks. I marched 
same evtming to'a canon still farther north, and crossing the mountain 
ridge nt\xt day I \dsited an old Apache rancheria, which had not been 
inhabited for several months. I returned same day to the east side of 
the mountain and found the trail made by the Apaches running in a 
southwest direction along the base of the Sierra Oscura. I pursued 
said trail until sunset, and found that it entered a large canon about 
twenty miles in extent, which opened on the Jornada del IMuerte. I 
marched through this canon same night without a halt in a very severe 
storm of rain, which injured men and animals, and I encamped at day¬ 
light in an opening of the canon near the jornada, where grass and 
rainwater were abundant. Here I sent a party of good trailers ahead 
to as(*ertain the direction of the trad, who returned at 11 a. m. and 
informed me that after entering the plain it soon diverged to the left 
and entered another opening in the mountain. I packed up at 12 m. 
and followed it over hill and valley until sunset, when I encamped at 
a point where grass was abundant, but no water. A very severe rain¬ 
storm set in, which lasted until midnight, and rendered trailing still 
more difiicult, but I marched, notwitlistanding, forty-five miles before 
sunset, passing three places where the Apaches had rested and built 
fires. At the last resting-place a ramrod and three butcher knives 
were found. I encamped at sundown at the Alamo iSpring, about fifty 
miles fi*om Fort McEae, as I was informed by Sanchez, a Mexi(‘an 
guide from Fort Stanton, who had overtaken the command at this 
camp. Sanchez had be(Ui sent forward hy Major Ohaeon (who Avas 
following up my trail) as a spy, and mistaking my trail for that of the 
major’s command, he had traveled on without rest until lie overtook 
me. I attached him to my command, and next moiming set out on the 
trail, which took a direction west,, crossing a very rough and rocky 
country in the center of the Sierra Andres. 

Dimng this day’s inarch no water could be found, aud at sunset I 
reached a canon about teu miles ‘from the sandy desert lying between 
the Sierra Anckes aud Sacramento Mountains. Owing to the im- 
lierfect knowledge of my gmide I liad much trouble in following the 
trail this day, and I was obliged to eiicaiiip without water at dark, al¬ 
though men and animals gi'eatly needed it. The next morning I started 
at daylight, sending fiankers right and left to find water, and I followed 
.the canon to its mouth, but no water could be found. The guide Sanchez 
conducted me to the Salinas under the impression that the water was 
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good, but oil uiy arrival 1 found it a« salty as the water of tlic Atlantic. 
He then informed me that water could be found at a spring in San 
Kieolas Mountain, eighteen miles west, and I started to march to that 
spring, but in an hour afterward one of my men (Jesus Chavez) who 
had been following the trail, hailed me and informed me that he had 
discovered a hole of rainwater, to which I mai’ched at once and halted, 
timiing the animals loose to Avater and graze. Owing to the long march 
without water, my men and animals needed at least twenty-four hoims 
rest, but I determined to ])ush on to San Nicolas Spring, hoping to hnd 
the Apaches near that neighborhood. I left cam]) at 5 x). m., and travel¬ 
ing west a few miles I came to where the Indians had driven the mules, 
sheep, &c., across the Las Cruces road and into the desert toward Sac¬ 
ramento Mountains. I pushed on Avithout a molnent^s delay into the 
desert until darkness concealed the trail, and still traA^eling all night 
and crossing the long belt of white sand AA^hich runs longitudinally 
through the desert I arrived at daylight next morning at White Water 
Tanks, near the Franklin road, with a little more than half of my com¬ 
mand. I found on my arrival that the water in the tanks was not suf¬ 
ficient for my entire command, animals included, but I had a small 
party detailed at once to inarch back with w^ater to the relief of their 
comrades whose horses had given out on the desert. In this manner I 
collected all my command before 10 a. in., exce])t a corporal and three 
men who had deserted during the night. The crime of these men is, if 
possible, aggravated by the fact that theii' comrades Av'ore endeaAwing 
to overtake and engage the Axiaches at the time of their desertion. On 
ascertaining that they had deserted I sent my acting first sergeant 
alone to Las Cruces with a note to the commanding officer, who had 
three of them arrested on the third day after Avard. I left this water at 
12 in., same day, and reached Alamo Eiver at 0 p. m., where I encamped 
and rested until noon next day, at AA^hich time I moved forward to Dog 
Caiion, leaving a corporal and some sick men and horses behind Avith 
instructions to go to a grazing cami) near Tularosa, N. Mex., and await 
my return. The unusual seA^erity of the march for the last forty-eight 
hours, added to the toil the men hud experienced for several days be¬ 
fore, had its effect on several, and many were absolutely barefooted, 
having Avorn out their shoes while climbing the rocky iiasses of the 
Sierra Oscura. I reached Dog Canon at 10 o’clo(*k next day and deter¬ 
mined to enter it, but on reaching the mouth 1 found that the Apaches 
had merely watered their stolen liocks and mule herd in the stream 
and had again taken a direction toward Sacramento Eiver. On exam¬ 
ining a temporary camp, Avhcre the Mexican guide thought they liad 
slei)t four nights before, 1 found thirteen beds, and judged that the 
liarty numbered fourteen, as one must have been watching the stock. 
This number corresponded exactly AAuth that of the party Avhich had 
driven off the sheep from the neighborhood of Chaperito and had sub- 
s^uently taken ParkeFs mules. Most of my animals being in no con¬ 
dition to x)ursue the trail farther, and as the Mexican guide judged 
that the Apaches Avere retreating toward Guadalui^e Mountains, I had 
little hopes of overtaking them, but I determined to do all that I could 
under the circumstances before giving u]) the pursuit. 1 accordingly 
selected twenty of the best horses, including that of the guide and 
Lieutenant Gilbert, whom I sent forward with instructions to follow 
the trail for four days farther and rejoin me either in the mountains or 
at Tularosa. With the reuiainder oi' my command I marched to Tula¬ 
rosa, and having obtained a supi)ly of horseshoes and nails I had my 
horses shod on the day of my arrival, and procured several pairs of 
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shoos for iny luep, who were barefooted. Mr. Parker arrived at Tiila- 
1 ‘osa same day and informed me that Major Chacon and Lieutenant 
Cook had reached Eio Alamo. 

Lieutenant Cook did not accompany Mr. Parker to Tularosa, as I 
have since seen stated in Major Chacon’s journal, published in a Santa 
Fe paper. 1 left Tularosa with Mr. C. Parker and Mr. Gregory and a 
number of citizens, intending to take a trail leading to the Sacramento 
Fiver through the Alamo Canon, hoping to surimisethe Apaches in that 
direction, but on the road within a few miles of Major Chacon’s camp I 
was met by a messenger, who brought me a note fi‘om Lieutenant Cook 
informing me that Lieutenant Gilbert’s party had been surprised by 
Apa(‘hes on Sacramento Mountains, and that the lieutenant was killed 
and his party repulsed and driven back. On receiving this informa¬ 
tion I galloped to IMajor Cha(*on’s camp, and proposed to make a night 
march up the Alamo Canon toward the scene of the tight, in hopes to 
overtake tlie Apaches before they would retreat farther into the moun¬ 
tains. This proposition was not favorably received by the major, who 
directed that tlie commands should move together next morning in the 
same dmection. We started on the next morning at 0 o’clock and 
entered Cation Alamo, up which we proceeded for about eight miles, 
and thence ascended a very steep mountain for several miles, halting 
about 3 p. m. at a small stream on the southern side of it. We left this 
camp at sunset same day, and marching until 12 o’clock at night 
en(‘ami>ed amongst a forest of pines and oak, witnout tires. At day¬ 
break we moved forward and baited for breakfast after a march of ten 
or twelve miles, and after two hours’ delay again set forward, reaching 
Almagre Siming, at the foot of Sacramento Mountains (the scene of the 
recent action), at 5 p. in. Here we halted and encamped. I advised 
Lieutenant Cook to furnish a detail for a funeral escort, the remainder 
<*omiug from my command, and we marched to the toj) of the-moiintain, 
where Lieutenant Gilbert’s remains were found, neither scalped nor 
mutilated. A grave was dug and his body was interred with appro¬ 
priate military honors. I erected a small slab of soft stone, on which 
his initials were cut, at the head of his grave. It faces the trail subse¬ 
quently made by my party in the advance to Eio Sacramento. From 
all I can learn respecting the action in which Lieutenant Gilbert fell, 
his death was instantaneous. He had dismounted his cavalry to lead 
their horses up the long and steep slope of the mountain, and when 
nearly arrived at the top he fell, pierced by the bullet of an Indian in 
ambush. His men received a volley of arrows and musketry simul¬ 
taneously, and were obliged to fall back 100 yards to tbe shelter of a 
small grove of cedars. In doing so they had to abandon all their horses 
but two, and could not recover them afterward. 1 am glad to be able 
to report that the wounded (5 in number) were brought off the ground. 
Corporal Ortega (then private. Company L) killed the leader of the 
Apaches, and Private Sandoval, same company, although mortally 
wounded, fired several times, and kept his horse in his grasp, the 
mountain side being too steep to operate mounted. This action took 
place on the 2Gth of August, and the party reached the camp on Eio 
Alamo August 27,1864, very much fatigued and exhausted. The guide 
Sanchez and Private Sandoval died before the party reached the Alamo. 
The Navajo warrior who accompanied the party fought gallantly, and 
his bold and dauntless bearing in the fight was a theme of conversation 
for some time afterward. His shkt was perforated with two bullets. 

Having returned to camp, after the burial of Lieutenant Gilbert, 
Major Chacon coucluclec] that it was impracticable to pursue the 
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Ai)aclies any farther, and gave orders to inaroh Lack to Fort Stanton. 
He left camp next day before I did, and as some citizens on the hills 
above commenced a discharge of fire-arms I S(mt a messenger to recall 
liim. He returned and joined me at the camp, and vre proceeded to 
Kio Sacramento, ^vhere we found a quantity of dried mutton and a 
young colt that had been abandoned by the Apaches. ^Ye also found 
four sheep alive and saw several (that had died fi*om fatigue) in the 
stream dead. At this place Major Chacon lialted, and I sent forward 
Captain Gregory (of the citizen party) with six men to push forward 
and look for fi'esh signs. Before Mr. Gregory^s return the major had 
moved on a few miles, and ha\ung been told by his guide (Flores) that the 
Apaches were at least four days’march ahead, he ordered the (‘oinmand 
to march back to Tularosa. At this time the men, and parti<*ularly the 
animals, of the command were much fatigued, and luid A\e lu'oceeded 
three days more over a (*ountry like that in the neighboihood of Alamo 
Canon not an animal could liave been brought back alive. We reached 
Tularosa on the 31st of August, and on the 1st of October Major Oha- 
<*on and Lieutenant CV)()k set out for Fort {Stanton. I remained behind, 
hoping to recruit my animals and enter the 3tiou]itains again, lioping to 
suri>riso the Indians, whom I supxx>sed to be less watcliful since they 
saw the command leave the mountains. 1 left camp on the 3d of Octie 
her and made a three days’ scout uj) the Bio Seuora de la Liiz, but as 
my horses and mules were mostly barefoot(Ml 1 had to return to camp. 
I left Tularosa on the 8th of October and arrived at Fort Stanton on 
the 11th, where 1 remained until the 19th, r(MTuiting my command, rest¬ 
ing my animals, and aAvaiting orders. On the same day at noon Lieut. 
F. Cook reported to me with thirty ])icked men for duty in the Sacra¬ 
mento Mountains. Assl. Surg. L. W. Hayes, Fifth Infantry California 
Volunteers, was also assigned for duty with my command, and written 
instructio.ns wer(^ i*(M*eived ftoni department headquarters dir(*(‘ting 
that every diligeic'c should be used to find the A])aches, &(*. I left 
Fort Stanton on the 20th with Lieutenant Cook and my own company 
and arrived at Tidarosa on the 23d. Here I (‘stablished a temporary 
depot, and leaving AssivStant Surgeon Hayes and a few si<*k behind 1 
marched ui) the Seiiora de la Luz to ent(u the Sac'rainento in that 
direction. I reached the head of the Luz on the second day, and i)ro- 
(*eeding southeast encamped at a valley opening on lUo Uenasco on the 
Ibm'th day. At this ])lace the grass was excc^llent. I started next day 
and mm*ched down the stream, x>assing where the water disa]>])ear(^d 
in its bed, and encamped at a spring near Bio Felix at 11 p. m. NTo 
fresh Indian sign was discovered during this days’ march. From this 
X)lace the command marched to Las Tiises, an old Ax)ache encam])- 
ment, but on arriving thei’e it was discovered that the waters of the 
sx)riug had dried u]). ISTo sign of Indians could be found in that neigh¬ 
borhood. I x>ushe(l forward in a southwest direction until sundown, 
when I entered the xdain east of Haeramento Mountains, following the 
direction of Sacramento It-iver. At sunset I reached a ])oint where th<i 
(‘ountry was broken by deei) fisvsures and ravines. Here I encamped, 
and as no water cotild b(^ found I ordered a sergeant and ten men tor- 
ward in search of it and as si)ies. The i)arty returned next morning 
and reported that a trail some four or five weks old had been seen 
running in the direction of Guadalux)e Mountains. My command was 
now twenty-four hours without water, and I marched to a ])oint on Bio 
Penasco, which I reached at 2 p. m. same day; men and animals much 
fatigued. I started next morning, and moving ui) the stream until 4 
14 R R—VOL XLI, FT I 
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p. m. I readied a point near its source, ^liere 1 eucaini^ed. I may liere 
remark that on halting at the end of each day’s march 1 invariably 
sent out a party of dismounted cavalry vith instructions to examine 
the neighborhood in every direction. In this way I could have been 
informed of the iiresence of lui*kiug Indians, had any such been in the 
vicinity of camp. I marched next morning (dii*ection west), and at 2 
1 ). m. reached a point overlooking the Franklin and Fort Stanton road, 
and descended about ten miles to a cienega near Canon Alamo. 

The country traversed dining the last ten days was well watered and 
timbered, except that east of Sacramento Mountains and the region 
between Canon Luz and Eio Penasco is a succession of hill and dale, 
the former covered with magnihcent timber, such as pine, oak, ash, &c. 
A beautiful variety of aspen grew in every valley. The country is well 
adapted to agriculture and grazing purposes, and produces timber more 
than sufficient to supply the territory. Wild ffiuits, such as cherries, 
plums, and raspberries, were abundant. A species of the red rose 
bloomed on every hill, and wild flowers blossomed in every direction. 
Elk and black-tailed deer are numerous in the mountains, and herds of 
antelope were seen east of Sacramento. Wild turkeys were seen by 
hundreds at every camp, and many were killed by the men when they 
were permitted to shoot. In some instances panthers were seen, and 
one specimen of the American lion was seen, but could not be kiUed. 
On this scout I came to the conclusion that the Ai)aches had left this 
region and moved to Guadalupe Mountains; but although I desired 
veiy much to follow them, I was unable to do so (if I had not been 
ordered back) from the fact that I received only ten days’ i)rovisions 
ftom Fort Stanton instead of a month’s supply, which I re<iuired. I 
reached Tularosa on the 3d of October and sent Lieutenant Cook to 
Stanton for provisions. He returned on the 11th with only ten days’ 
Ijrovisions. I marched again into the Sacramento Mountains on the 
12th of October, penetrating all the valleys between the head of Eio 
Luz and Sacramento Eiver, following old trails. The face of the 
country is similar to that described on my last scoiit and game found 
still more nimierous. Water is abundant in every'valley, the numer¬ 
ous springs forming in places considerable streams. A very severe 
snow-storm, commencing on the 18th, and drifting furiously on the 
19th of October, covered all the trails and compelled me to descend to 
a plateau several hundi'ed feet lower, about fourteen miles below, 
where the weather was clear and warm. I started next day, and con¬ 
tinuing to descend 1 reached camj} at Tularosa October 21,1864. On 
reaching camp I received for the first [time] the orders of the depart¬ 
ment commander directing me to return to niy proper x)ost. 

The Apaches whom I pursued so long were the same party that had 
driven off the sheep from Chaperito and Mr. Parker’s mules from Gal- 
linas Spring. They would have been overtaken and punished before 
reaching the mountains had I been fortunate enough to have a good 
guide. The Kavajoes who were with me made excellent trailers, but 
were unacquainted with the country west of Sierra Oscura. The 
Apaches are now hidden in Guadalupe Mountains, or in Las Limpias, 
. wdiere they will doubtless remain until necessity compels them to make 
another raid. A mounted company stationed at Tularosa could be of 
service in cutting off these savages in that event, as they must pass 
through one of the gaps or canons of the Sacramento Eange opening 
on the desert, and could be overtaken and punished by cavalry mounted 
on fresh horses; whereas cavalry weary with a pursuit of many days, 
would not be able to hope for much success. 
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The enlisted men of my command cannot he too highly praised for 
the patient endurance with which they sustained the privations, toil, 
and hardships of a campaign of eighty-eight days, in which time they 
liave marched 1,300 miles across barren deserts and over steep and 
rocky mountains, many of them on foot and nearly l)arcf(>oted and 
bleeding irom contact with the flinty rocks and the cactus and thorns. 

I am under obligations to First Lieut. Franklin Cook, Fifth U. S. 
Infantry, and Asst. Surg. L. W. Hayes, tor their zealous co-oi)eration 
during lx portion of the campaign. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FFAI^OIS MOGABE, 

Firnt Vamlry Few Mexico Volunteers, 

Gapt. Egbert Lusby, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


AUGUST 4-15, 1864,—Operations in the vicinity of Brazos Santiago, Tex., 
with skirmish (9th) at Point Isabel. 

Fejyort of Col. Henry M. I)ay^ Ninety-first Illinois Infantry. 

ITeabquartees U. S. Forces, 

Brazos ^antiago^ Tex.., August 15^ liSGi. 

Major: 1 have the honor to submit the following report of aftahs 
at this i)ost from August 4, the date of my last report, up to the pres¬ 
ent time: 

Nothing worthy of note occxirred until the 0th of August vsave occa¬ 
sional skirmishing between our cavalry pi(*kets and those of the enemy. 
On the 9th a fatigue party, consisting of seveiity-flve men of the 
Eighty-first Corps d’Ahique Engineers, was sent ov<u‘ to Point Isabel, 
distant about five miles, tor the pxu-pose of procuring lumber. At. 
about V2 p. m. they were attacked by a force of al)oxxt 150 cavalry. 
The fatigxxe ixarty had been sent armed as a piTcaution in case of an 
attack, and some sliarp skirmishing ensxied, in wliich 2 of the enemy 
were killed and several wounded, withoxit any loss to our side. Gap- 
^tain Joxxlan, Kinety-fiLst Illinois, who was in command, seeing that he 
Vas outnumbered and fearing for the safety of the steamer Hale, which 
had transported the fatigue* party to the Point and was lying at the 
wharf, withdrew his men to the boat and retixrned to Brazos. The 
above facts having been reported, also that there were several small 
boats at the point which, though in poor condition, could be fitted up 
and woxxld fall into the hands of the enemy, a detachment of the 
Mnety-tirst Illinois and Nineteenth Iowa was s(*nt over for the pxxrpovsc 
of routing the rebels and destroying the l)oats. The detachment was 
xxnder <*ommand of Gapt. William W. Shepherd, Ninety-first Illinois, 
and landed witlioxxt diffi<mlty, the enemy firing a numb(*r of sliots at 
so long a distance as to be of no effect. Uimn the advance of (Uiptain 
Shepherd the (memy fled, and as then* were no means of pursxiit the 
boats were destroyed and detachment returne<l. 

I have received information from Mr. Pierce, consul at Matamoras, 
to the following effect: The entire force of the enemy, consisting or 
about 900 cavalry, have left BrownvSville, with the excei^tion of about 
eighty men who are guarding the place. They are under the imme¬ 
diate command of Ford and are scattered in small camps over the 
country between this place and Brownsville. They have no artillery 
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and tlieir lioisses arc in j^oor condition. TLey are busy laying a plot 
by w]ii(‘b to captiu'e some of the colored troops at this post in order to 
be revenged lor the loss indicted upon tliem at Point Isabel. I cannot 
see how any such plot can be succesvsful, as the colored troops are no 
more or hardly as much eximsed as the white. There is a force of the 
enemy which has not yet been in BrownSAulle; it consists of about 400 
cavalry and is stationed above Laredo on the river. This, together 
with tiic force under Ford, mentioned above, comprises the entire force 
of the enemy, as near as I can learn, in this part of the countiy. Mr. 
Pierce is of the opinion that Ford rather fears than designs an attack, 
as his men have a wholesome fear of artillery. I take pleasure in 
reporting to you that there is a marked improvement in the disci];)Iine 
and general conduct of the First Texas Cavaliy, concerning which I 
advised you in my last report, more desertions have occurred 
since then, and I am in hopes that all the disorderly and unreliable 
men of the command were those who have left. 

The health of the troops under my conmiand is fair, although the 
want of fi’csh ^'egetables is felt in 310 small degree. Two-thii'ds of the 
men in hospital are affluded with the scurvy. 

I am, very respectfully, vour obedient ‘servant, 

n, M. DAY, 

Colonel^ Gommanding V. aV. Forces^ Brazos Santiago^ Tex, 
Maj. Georue r>. Drake, 

Assistani Adjutant-QeneraU JDejjartment of the Gulf, 


AUGUST 4-SEPTEMBER 15, 1864.—Scout from Port Union, N. Mex. 

Report of Gapt, KicJiolm S, Bavis^ First California Infantry, 

Santa F^;, Mex., Octoder 30^ ISOi, 
General ; I have the honor to report that in obedi(Mice to orders 1 
left Fort Union August 4,1864. On the 7th of that month at the breaks 
of Bed Eiver I met three Mexicans, who re])orted tliat on the 1 st of 
August, while in camj) at Lower Cimarron Springs, a party of Indians 
(Kiowas and Oomanches), about seventy in number, came to the camp 
apparently Mendly. Tliey, after being in camp a short time, made a su<l- 
den attack, killing all the Americans with the train, five in number. 
They gave the Mexicans one yoke of oxen and wagon, telling them to 
go back to Hew Mexico, as they did not wish to kill them 5 but tlmt 
they would kill every white man that came on tlie road. On the 10th of 
the same month near Lone Mountain met the trains of Messrs. Zuiui and 
Armizo, who reported that on the 6 th, while camped at the Arroyo de 
los Plnmas (or hole in the rock), six miles west of upper <‘rossing of 
OimaiTon, a party of about thirty Indians run off 135 mules from their 
trains, none of which were recovered. At the same time a larg(^ l)arty 
were seen on a ridge to the north who had a large amount of stock, wliicli 
they were driving to the south. On arriving at the Lower S[iriiig- on the 
18th found the remains of the live murdered men, scattered over the 
priiirie. Had them gathered up and buried. On tlie 23d arrived at west 
end of Dry Eoute, and found in camp some seven trains, eighty-four 
wagons in all; also a company of the First Colorado Cavalry, Captain 
Hardy in command, who had arrived from Fort Lamed about two hours 
before me. The wagon-masters reported that they arrived in camp at 
that place at 1 o’clock August 21. About one hour after sixty or seventy 
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Indians (Kio^ 7 as and Comanches) attacked tlic trains, driving oii* 240 
head of oxen and killing a wagon-master by name of Blanchard. Their 
cattle were driven to the south toward the Canadian and its tributaries, 
deceived information here that about ten days before the Indians had 
attacked a train belonging to George Bryant while camped near u])per 
(*rossing, driving off nearly all the mules; also that nearly aU the 
})ubli(* animals ii*om Fort Lamed had been driven off*. Saw at Walnut 
Creek the point where a train had been attacked in July, 10 men killed, 
2 boys scalped alive, and they still survive. This occurred in full view 
of and about one mile distant from a military post, where a company of 
troops were stationed. I saw at Cow Creek where a train was attacked 
and 2 mtm killed. All iiese depredations were reported to me by men 
who were present as being committed by Kiowas and Comanches com¬ 
bined. On the night of September 15, while in camp on Arkansas Eiver, 
an Indian boy about ffftcen years of age came in and reported that he 
was a Cte, who had been taken luisoner by the Comanches and fft'orn 
wliom he liad escaped. Three nights before all the toe nails on his left 
foot had been torn off* and a hole burned through his foot. This was 
evidently done for the imrpose of preventing his escape. This boy was 
luought to Fort Cnion and returned to his tribe through Colonel ('arson. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

OTCTIOLAS S. DAVrS, 

Capiainy First Infantry California Volunteers. 
Brig. Gen. James n. Oaeleton, 

Commanding Department of N'ew Mexico. 


AUGUST 6, 1864.—Skirmish near Eemount Camp, Ark. 

Report of Maj. Lyman (r. Willcox^ Third Michigan Cavalry. 

Eemount Camp, Ark., August 5, LH6i. 

Captain: I have to rei)ort that at about 5 o’clock this evening Cap¬ 
tain Adapison, of my command, who was in charge of the herd guard 
of eighty men on duty on the prairie, was attacked by a band of five 
guerrillas dressed in Federal uniform. The captain, a corporal, and 
one private had ridden to the house of a Mr. Spinks and asked for a 
glass of water, when they were attacked by the guerrillas, who seemed 
to have been following them. Captain Adamson was severely wounded, 
the corporal was wounded in the arm, and tlie iirivate soldier taken 
prisoner. The guerrillas immediately left in great haste, taking with 
them the horses and arms of Captain Adamson’s party. 

Your obedient servant, 

L. G. WILLCOX, 

Major, Commanding Detachment Third Michigan (Utvalry. 

[Capt. C. H. Dyee.J 


AUGUST 6, 1864.—Affair at Doyal’s Plantation, La. 

RIGIPOJRXS. 

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. TliomuH W. Slierraan, U, S. Amy, commanding Defenses of Now 
Orleans. 

No. 2.—^Brig. Gen.Robert A. Cameron, U. S. Amy, commanding District of LaFom*obe, 
No. 3.—Col. Cyrus Hamlin, Eighiietli XT. S. Colore<l Troops. 
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X6. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas W. tSherman, U. M. Army, eommancling 
Defenses of JSTeiv Orleans. 

ITeadouaetetis Defenses of ]S’ew Orleans, 

Xeiv Orleans^ Angust 15.^ 18G4. 

Sir: I ordered some time ago tlirongli Oolouel Hamlin, commanding 
District of Bonnet Oarre, a detailed report of the affair at DoyaPs plan¬ 
tation, wherein four companies of the Eleventh Kew York Cavalry were 
Rurroimded Tby a detachment of the enemy and summoned to surrender. 
All the information I have of the affair is a short telegram stating that 
IMajor Eemington in cutting his way through the rebels lost some eighty 
men and his camp equipage, &c. I have been unofficially informed 
that the Eleventh ISTew York Cavalry has been recently transferred to 
another command. I therefore inform you as above, hoping that this 
detailed rexiort will be demanded for the interest of the servic^e. 

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant, 

T. W. SHEEMAY, 
Brigadier-Genera}^ Conmanding. 

Major Drake, 

Assistant Adjutant-Gencralj Department of the (hdf. 


Ho. 2. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U. 8. Army, commanding Dis¬ 
trict of La Fourche. 

Thibodeaux, Angust 5,186i. 

I have just received the following from Donaldsonville. I do not 
like to send troops over the Mississippi Eiver without your directions: 

Major Remington, of Eleventh New York Cavalry, with three squads of his com¬ 
mand, were suiTounded hy the enemy at DoyaPs plantation, six miles above here on 
the opposite side of the river, this morning*. Colonel Scott, commanding the rel)el 
forces, under flag of truce, demanded an unconditional surrender, ghdng live minutes 
to decide. Major Remington refused and cut his way through the enemy. He is 
now with his force directly^opposite this point. I have the First Louisiana Infantry 
in readiness to send across if required. Have six guns in the fort I bring to bear 
across the river. Major Remington has a force of from 600 to 700 men. I know 
nothing of the enemy's force. The officer who came in with flag of truce stated that 
they had two brigades of cavalry and a battery. They have artillery, as they used 
it when our forces cut their way through. Major Remington is now making a 
thorough reconnaissance. W'ill telegraph as soon as they return. 

W.. O. FISKE, 

* Colonel, Commanding. 

E. A. OAMEEOH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Capt. O. Matthews, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

[rndorsement,] 

Captain Matthews: 

The general says yon can authorize General Cameron to send the 
First Louisiana across there if he thiults the case requires it. 

NEWUALL 
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AFFAIR AT DOYAL’S PLANTATION, LA. 


Thibodeaux, August 6,1864—6 jp. m. 

(Eeceived Orleans 7 p. rn.; 

I have just received the following from Oolonel Fiske, at Donaldson- 
ville: 


Major Sliaw, at Plaqiiemine, reports that his pickets were attacked this morning 
al)out 5 o^clock by a force of mounted infantry, supposed to be about 100 strong. 
The enemy’s loss was 5 killed and wounded. Our loss 2 killed and 3 prisoners. The 
enemy retreated toward Indian Village. All quiet on the other side of the river. 
Colonel Scott immediately retired across the Amite after his attack yesterday mom- 
in o-. His object was to capture our force at DoyaTs plantation; he had a brigade of 
cavalry and a battery; the pieces he used were 12-pounders. Major Remington’s 
lossw^as 80 captured, with horses and equipments. They were mostly sick who were 
captured. All quiet at this post. 


I am, truly, youi‘s, 


E. A. CAMEEONT, 

BHgadier-General, Commanding District, 


Capt. O. Matthews, 

Assistant iVdjiitant-Generah 


Ko. 3. 

Reports of Col. Gyncs Hamlin, Eightieth U. 8, Colored Troops. 

Bonnet Carrie, August 6,1864 — 9.30 p. m. 

Sir:*I have to report that 1 received a dispatch from Major Eemiiig- 
ton. Eleventh NTew York Cavalry, that he was attacked this morning 
by Colonel Scott, with his brigade of cavalry and one battery, and un¬ 
conditional surrender demanded. He cut his way thi‘Ough Oolonel 
Scott’s cavalry, which was thrown out in a corn-field, completely en¬ 
circling him. Loss small, except camp and garrison equipage, and 
sick men prisoners. Major Eemington had his horse shot under him, 
and Captain Iforris was shot through the shoulder. I am awaiting for 
a more complete report from Major Eemington. 

Eespectfrilly, 

CYEUS HAMLEN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Maj. G-. B. Drake, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Bonnet Carr^;, August 6,1864. 

I have the honor to report all quiet in my front. After attacking 
us yesterday Scott fell back on the road leading to Bayou Manchac. 
The Eleventh NTew York pursued them to Hamptoif s Ferry, where 
they crossed the Amite. The loss is about 80 men taken prisoners, who 
were not able to mount, being sick. Captain jN'orris and several men 
wounded. Scott’s force was not over 600 men, with four i)ieces of artil¬ 
lery. I gave orders yesterday morning to Major Eemington to send 
out a scout and to be vigilant, and patrols in roads in rear of the plan¬ 
tations. Communication with Baton Eouge was established soon after 
I reported to you yesterday. 

CYEUS HAML13N, 
Colonel, Commanding. . 

Major Drake, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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]sro. 4. 


Report of 'Maj, S, Pierre Remington^ Eleventh New Yorlc Cavalry, 


Ele\"entii Xew Yoek Cavalry (Scott’s 900), 

DoyaVs Plantation^ La., August —, 1804. 

Lieitienant : I have for the flrbt time since the affair of the Htli in¬ 
stant the leisui’e to enable me to forward you a full report: 

Col. John S. Scott, commanding* rebel forces at Clinton, appeared in 
the back road of the plantation on which I am located about daylight 
on the morning of the 5th. l^ot supposing that he had to exceed 500 
or 600 men, 1 immediately ordered my men to mount and prepared to 
attack him. I had 206 men for duty. While organizing the two squad¬ 
rons, Colonel Scott marched his men through the corn-held and woods 
and completely surrounded my camp, and opened with two pieces of 
artillery not before discovered, and at once sent in a flag of truce with 
a note of which the following is a copy : 


Commanding OFncER Forces on Doyai/s Plantation: 

To avoid a useless effusion of blood, I hereby demand an unconditional surrender 
of the stockade and the forces under your command. I have a brigade of cavalry 
and a battery of artillery at my immediate disposal. Your refusal or compliance 
with this demand must be made"within live minutes after reception. 

Respectfully, 

J. S. SCOTT, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


I of course replied that the command would not be surrendered 5 but 
in order to save the efifective part of it, immediate action was neces¬ 
sary, for they had four pieces of artillery (three 12 -pounders and one 20 - 
])ounder) in position. I informed the men that we must cut through their 
line and charged down the levee road toward the telegraph station. 
They opened fi’om three guns with shot and shell, but as they had no 
time to get range their shot were not effective. They had evidently 
sux)posed we would attempt to defend the stockade, and their cava by, 
which might have charged our flank, stood like posts, and the force in 
our immediate fl'ont fell back in confusion, keeping up an ineft*ective 
but heavy fire li*om (»arbines and shotguns. Our charge was inqietuous 
and spirited, and while we had but 1 officer (Captain ISTorris) and 2 
privates wounded the enemy took off‘ two loads of wounded and buried 
tbiu* men between this and the Amite. They carried off all our sick 
men but one, and a larger number than I had at first supposed of well 
men. The horses and equipments of these men were also lost and three 
of the teams. I got together as soon as possible about 100 more men, 
and with gun-boat No. 27 came back so soon that they had no time to 
remove any considerable quantity of stores or camp equipage, nor noth¬ 
in gyet discovered of consequence amongst regimental papers. Lieu¬ 
tenant Burgess, in charge of the advance of my men in pursuit, came 
up with them and wounded 4 of theii* rear guard, but they crossed suc¬ 
cessfully the Amite as they came. liTothing was taken from any plan¬ 
tation except this and Mr. Minor’s, adjoining. Brom this about thirty 
mules were taken, and from Mr. Minor’s eight horses. Colonel Scott 
in this affair crossed the Amite and marched directly for this camp, 
expecting to capture the detachment under my command, and evi¬ 
dently for no other object, and failing, went directly back. He had 
not less than 1,500 men with him and reserves posted at the Dutch 
Store and Civic’s Ferry. Two-thirds of the well men taken were either 
slow fellows and always in the \vrong place, or men who shirked the 



CiLVP.Lm] XFFAIR AT DOYAL’s PLANTATION, LA. 217 

(‘harge, which it was vsupposed would be quite des])ei*ate. I aunex 
list of prisoners and wounded and sketch* of the situation (made by 
Lieutenant Nieholetts) at the time we cut our way out. 

In justice to him 1 take pleasure in vstating that the (‘onduct oi* ('apt. 
John ISTorris was deserving of all commendation, as was also that of 
the officers and men who went through with me. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

8 . P. IIEMINGTON, 

Major^ Commanding, 

Lieut. 0. 0. IloDSDON, 

Acting Amstani Adjutant-General^ Bonnet Carre, 

List of 2 ))isoners and missing, 

Capt. W. F. Eayinoiid, Company A; First Lieut. J. E. Wood, Com¬ 
pany L; Sergt. Maj. F. C. Davis; Hos])ital Steward Freeman; non-com¬ 
missioned offi(‘ers and privates—sick, 53; not sick, 37. Total enlisted, 
92. Total of horses taken, 130. 

About fifty of the horses taken were excellent animals. Twenty-five 
or tliii’ty of them weie si(‘k and glandeied horses, and the ])aiance 
ponies, many of which had xn*eviously b(*en taken from Doyal’s men. 

[tudoiwincut ] 

Hdqrs. Military Division op West Mississippi, 

Neiv Orleans^ Se 2 >temher 8,1801, 

Eespectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Arjny. 

So much of the report as relates to a suri)rise is not commende<l, but 
the regiment has siil)se(iueiitly a<*quitted its<di‘ with credit. 

ED. E. S. CAKBY, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Healquarteus Eleventh New York Cavalry, 

DoyaVs Plantation,, August ^^6, 18C4, 
Captain: In reference to the order requiring me to report the facts 
concerning my action at Doyal’s ]fiantatioii and the reasons of my being 
siuTounded by the enemy without my knowledge, I have the honor to 
state: 

The affair alluded to occurred on the morning of the 5th instant. On 
the 8th I forwardiTl fiill i'ei)orts to the offi(*e of tlu^ chief of cavalry, 
Department of the Gulf, and a cox)y to Colonel Hamlin, then command¬ 
ing the district, which re])orts were, lam informed, satisfactory to those 
officers. My caini) has always been kept thoroughly x>icketed, and the 
approach of a body of cavalry was announced to me by my i)icket on 
the new river road in time to allow my men to saddle ux) and mount. 
This was done with the excex)tion of the men unfit for duty by reason 
of sickness. The country ba(*k of my camx) is thickly wooded, and the 
immediate surroundings are immense corn-fields. I could not discover 
that the enemy had artillery nor their exa(*t strength, and intended to 
attack them in such a manner as to cover and x)roteet my camx>. By 
moving his men through the woods and corn-fields, (Jolonel Scott 
got his men into pof^ition, having a regiment on (»ach of the three 
sides of my (*ami) and his battery in position, about t]i(‘ same time 
that I got my men in line. His men were formed at a distance of from 
one-half to three-quarters of a mile Irom me, when I dis(*<)vered that he 

^ Omitted as luiimporhwit. 
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had. artillery and that his force so greatly outnumbered mine. 1 imme¬ 
diately charged on the line commanded by Colonel Gober and went 
through. This was done without any hesitation on my part and was 
evidently not anticipated by the enemy, who opened a heavy but 
ineffective fire, theii* artillery alone thi*owing about thirty vshells. They 
at once threw a column down a plantation i‘oad running xjarallel 
with and about eighty rods ii‘om the one on which I moved, which 
made it imx>ossible for me to turn back after the charge, and left 
me no other resource except to get the regiment together as soon 
as possible and attack them. However, having failed substantially 
in his object, Colonel Scott started at once for the Amite, crossing 
Bayou Mancliac, near Uami)ton’s Ferry, and the Amite at Galves¬ 
ton Ferry. I had on the morning of the 5th 206 men for duty. 
Aside ftom my sick men those lost as prisoners were principally com¬ 
missary and quartermaster sergeants, buglers, saddlers, daily duty men, 
headquarters clerks, blacksmiths, &c., men who are not accustomed to 
at once saddle up and mount when anything is reported by the pickets 
requiring the command to turn out. Sly camp is located about sixteen 
to eighteen miles from Galv^eston Ferry and has good open roads lead¬ 
ing it and to other points on the Amite. My force does not admit 
of my keeping pati*ols constantly on these roads, and the fact of Colonel 
Scott crossing and getting near my camp without my knowledge does 
not seem to me a very remarkable circumstance. He has attempted it 
twice before, but on ea(*h Oi*casion I have had information ft‘om my 
l)atrols and scouting parties and taken means to prevent it. This time 
he crossed during the night and succeeded in getting here. 
Bespeetfully, 

S, P. EEMINGTOhT, 

Major^ Commanding Regiment 

Capt. William H. Clapp, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Baton Rouge, 


AUGUST 6, 1864.—Skirmish at Plaquemine, La. 

Reports of Brig, Gen, William P, Benton^ U, IS, Army^ commanding 
District of Baton Rotige,^ 

Baton ItouaE, August (1,1861, 

There is a lady at the picket-lines, the wife of a rebel captain, 
with whom she is not on very good terms. She reports that Scott 
is moving on this place with ftom 3,000 to 4,000 menj that he 
crossed the Comite Eiver day before yesterday in two columns. I 
know her personally; her intelligence and means of information are 
undoubted. The only question in my mind is as to her loyalty and 
tnithfnlness. Shall I send her down to you? I will detain her at the 
pickets till your answer arrives. They have shown themselves on two 
roads in that direction this morning and fired on the cavalry vedettes 
on the Clay Cut road. The officer of the day, Maj. Penn Gaskell, with 
six men of the guards, drove them back, and a squadron of cavalry fol¬ 
lowed them seven miles, capturing one horse. I have no suggestions to 
make. I give the facts as I got them, for what they are worth. I 
however believe that Scott had intended to attack Highland stockade, 
and when he learned that I had withdrawn the garrison that he then 
moved on the stockade at DoyaTs plantation. This latter place he 


^ See also Cameron to Matthews, fi n. m.. n. 9in. 
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attacked yesterday morning, the particulars of wliicli I suppose you 
are aware of. I sent the garrison and two pieces of artillery back this 
morning to reoccupy the stockade. 

W. P. EENTTON, 
BrUjadler-General^ Commanding. 

Oa])t. Olives Mattheavs, 

istant Adjiitant- Genvrah 


Baton Eouge, August 6,1864. 

The commanding officer at Plaquemine reports that his iiickets were 
attacked this morning by about 100 mounted infantry. They drove in 
the pickets at lirst, and about fifty ot them got into town; the pick¬ 
ets were re-enforced and dro^v them li‘om vstreet to street out of town. 
They then retreated toward the village, carrying their wounded in a 
wagon. Our loss is 3 killed and wounded, 4 taken prisoners; their loss 
is supposed to be the same. For the want of cavalry he was unable to 
inusue them. 1 would most respectfully request that a battalion of the 
Foiu'th Wisconsin, Major Craigue commanding, now stationed at 
Morganza, be ordered to rei)ort to me so as to enable me to re-enforce 
this post with sufficient cavalry. I desire this command more particu¬ 
larly, for the reason that Major (U*aigue is acquainted with every road 
and by-path in the district. 

W. P. BENTON, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


F^apt. O. Matthews, 

Aasisiant A djutant-General. 


[riuloiscmcnl.J 

Defenses of New Obleans, 

August 7, 186t. 

Kespectfully referred to department headquarters. 

Tlie small detachment of cavalry noAV at Plaquemine is under orders 
to join the regiment at Morganza (about twenty-five or thirty men). 
Sufficient cavalry for picket and scouting purposes is needed there, but 
nothing more, unless it is required to engage a large force of the 
enemy outside the works, which would require a much larger force 
of other arms in proportion. Should the enemy attack Plaquemine in 
force its garrison can hold out long enough for large re-enfbrcements to 
arrive from Morganza, but until the enemy develoj^s his real plans, I 
think the shifting of troops anymore than absolutely necessary for cur¬ 
rent and routine service would be injudicious. T recommend that a 
company of cavahy be sent there to relieve the small detachment 
ordered to Morganza. 

T. W. (SHERMAN, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


AUGUST 6-9, 1864.—Scout in Saline County, Mo., with skirmishes (7th) at 

Arrow Eock. 

Rejgort of Lieut. Col. Bazel F. Lazear^ First Missouri State Militia -Cav¬ 
alry. 

Hdqbs. Detaoh. Fibst Cav. Missoubi State Militia, 

Marshall^ Mo.^ August 10^ 1864. 

Captain : Since my report of the 5th instant I have the honor to 
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scouted tlu" county in tlie direction ol* Aliaini, but learning that a force 
of 400 guerrillas were in Marshall the county was not thoroughly 
scouted. U])on the receipt of the above we inarched to Marshall, arriv¬ 
ing there the 0th; found tliat ten guerrillas had ^usited the place the 5th, 
burning the court-house and one other building, plundering some of the 
inhabitants, and shooting live negroes in town and four a short dis¬ 
tance h*om town. If the citizens had remained at home this raid on 
Marshall would never have been made. 7th, marched to Arrow Rock, 
scouting the county as well as could be done without dividing the com¬ 
mand too much, not knowing what force we would find. Had two skir¬ 
mishes, one with a ])arty of fifteen, the other twenty, killing 3 and 
%v()Uiiding several, who made their escape in the brush. Killed 2 horses 
and (‘aplured 4, one of them wounded. Our (*asualties, none. One of 
the parties fired several rounds before scattering, but the other only 
fired two shots. 8th, s(‘Outed the county in the vicinity of Arrow Rock 
thoroughly, but tound no guerrillas as they had scattered that morning; 
a party of twenty camped within eight miles of camp the night of the 
7th on the premises of one Marshall Pi])er, Avho gave us no noti(‘e of 
the fa(‘t, and being a notorious rebel and under bond was shot. The 
guerrillas shot a negro man the 7th, just before we came upon them, 
9th, retiuned to Marshall. 

This is (*ertainly the most rebellious county I have been in. 1 have 
arrested several women that i will send in iii due time, and have ar¬ 
rested several of the worst rebels that I am holding as hostages for 
the lives of Union men. AVe have searched but very few houses, but 
what we have, nearly all have goods that are undoubtedly stolen. 
You (»an’t pi(‘k up a letter about any of their houses hut you will find 
treason in them. This county needs rough handling, and as the guer¬ 
rillas have threatened wiiat they will do I have warned and notified , 
their friends that I would hold them responsible for the acts of the 
guerrillas, and will retaliate for any violence done the Union men 
either in jierson or property. The Union people are very much dis¬ 
couraged, but if I am allowed to carry out tbe policy I have startcHl out 
on rebels will not be allowed to stay here if Union men can’t. It isvery 
hard to prove that men willingly feed guerrillas as they all deny it, l)ut 
they all do so, and when they allow them to feed and camp upon their 
premises day after day and give no information, but deny that they 
know anything of them, it is as good eviden<*c of their guilt as 1 want, 
and I shall act accordingly. I liave endeavored iu tliis report to givo 
a ])ictui‘e of the situation of affairs in tliis county, but it has to be seen 
to be understood. From the best information I can get I do not believe 
there are 100 guerrillas iu this county, and the removal of 100 families 
to the South would do more good to quiet this county than to hunt 
guerrillas one year and leave the families here. I have not learne<lthe 
particulars of the burning of Frankfort, but will soon. 

1 am, ca])tain, very resxiectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. LAZBAR, 

Liefft. Col. First Gar.^ Mo. State Mil, Gomdg. in the FieUL 

Captain Steger, 

Assistant Adjutant’General^ Warrenshurg^ Mo. 
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AUGUST 6-16, 1864.—Expedition from Little Eock to Little Eed Eiver, 
Ark., with skirmishes at Hickory Plains and Bull Bayou (Ttli), at Hatch's 
Ferry f9th), near Augusta (10th), and near Searcy (13th). 

KPIIPORTS. 

1 —Geu. Frederick Steele, U. S. Army, commanding Depaiismeut of Arkan¬ 
sas. 

2, —Brig, Con. Joseph R. West, U. B. Army, commanding expedition. 

3 , —;Maj, James F. Dwight, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, Volunteer Aide-de-Camp. 

4 , —Itinerary of the Thii'd Brigade, Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, com¬ 

manded by Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry. 

5 , —Brig. Geu. Joseph O. Shelby, C. S. Arm>. 

No. 1. 


Reiyort of Maj, Oen, Frederkl' Steele^ JS, Army, commanding Depart¬ 
ment of Arlmnsan, 

Little Hock, Angmt Jd, d86d. 

General : The command under Brigadier-General West encountered 
McCray near Searcy_, Leat them and pursued toward Jacksonpdrt, where 
it is supi^osed Slrelliy was about crossing White Eiver in order to go 
south. Scouts and deserters report that the rebels in my front are fall¬ 
ing liaek across Saline Eiver. The party sent to burn the depot at 
Princeton stampeded the guard, but the leader being wounded failed 
to luirii the rebel supplies. This may be the (‘ause of their withdraw¬ 
ing part of their tbree. Dobbin is reported still hovering about Helena. 
Shelby has supplied his couscriiits with arms through smugglers in 
Memphis. From all accounts it is his intention now to rejoin Price 
as soon as possible. West Avill make every effort to cat(*h liim whicli- 
ev(‘r way he goes. This is the third expedition I have fitted out 
against Shelby within a few weeks. Tlie excuses given for not catch¬ 
ing him are that they could not get sn])plies and were oliliged to return. 
Brigadier-Geueral Carr had Shelby in his grasp at one time, iu the 
o])iiiioii of his officers. 

Tlie following-uamed troops liave bemi ordered home during thivS 
inontli, some on a(icount of expiration of time of scrvi(*(* and otliers 


Time of service of First Indiana Cavalry will expire next week. 

Yery respectfiillVj 

FEEDK. STEELE, 

2Jajor-Gc7ier((l, 

Maj. Gen. E. E. S. Oanby. 


No. 2. 

Reports of Brig. (ten. Joseph R. Westj (L H. Army^ commanding expe¬ 
dition. 

Headquarters Cavalry Expedition, 

Camp Three and a half miles west of White Rimr^ 

Opposite Augusta^ August P, 1864, 

General : I have the honor to report that a small affair occurred 
between the advance of Colonel Geiger^s command and Jackman^s 
forces, at Hickory Plains, on the 7th instant. The enemy fell back, and 
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but little injury done him, a being killed, and as many made 
privsoners. Picket-firing commenced with Colonel Stuart^s command 
at Stony Point the same day, but all of McCray^s forces have been fall¬ 
ing back constantly and keei>ing out of our reach. McCray himself 
left Searcy on the afternoon of the 7th instant. His force is reported 
at 2,000. Eebel authority reported that Shelby was at Augnsta and 
proposed crossing at that point to unite with McCray on the Grand 
Glaize road and give ns battle. To prevent this I moved to-day to 
this point, hoiiing to meet Shelby in the act of (aossing the river, 
but was disappointed. Shelby, with a reported force of 2,000 men, 
left Augmsta on Sunday, the 7th instant, taking the road to 
Jacksonport, McCray is making the best of his wety to join him. I 
may not succeed in preventing their junction, but know that I am 
strong enough to whip them united. With the enemy (as Dobbin 
is reported gone up Orowley^s Kidge), who have been annoying 
your communications, all on the other side of my force, I deem it 
my duty to pursue until they are “captured or dispersed.” I shall 
accordingly continue my movements and march to-morrow for Grand 
Glaize. The command is doing well. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

J. 11. WEST, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. E. A. Carr, 

Commanding District of Little Boole. 

P. S.—7.30 p. m.; In securing a ferry-boat this afternoon at a ferry 
about three miles above Augusta, a body of some 300 of the enemy dis¬ 
covered themselves. Captain Latimei*, Third Michigan Cavalry, very 
adroitly secured the boat, and learned il*om a woman on the east side 
of White Eiver that Shelby was encamped four miles above Augusta. 
I believe this to be so, and request that you will send immediately one 
or two good steam-boats to Augusta to enable me to cross the river. I 
shall keep operating around here until you do this, and propose to 
develop the enemy to-morrow. Please send me 45,000 pounds of oats. 
I inclose also a memorandum of ammunition, which is much wanted,* 


Headquarters Cavalry Expedition, 

Searcy Landing.^ August 13^ ItiOl. 

General: On the 9th instant I closed the dispatch which I for¬ 
warded to you by means of the canoe, with this iiostscript.t 
On the following day, Wednesday, the 10th, I pushed over a rccon- 
noitering party at Augusta, which drove the enemy’s ]uckets from the 
town northward. In the afternoon I crossed the Third Michigan Cav¬ 
alry on the ferry-boat previously referred to, and a reconnaissance 
twelve miles north irom Augusta discovered no enemy. The next day, 
the 11th, I crossed the Eighth Missouri by the ferry boat, at Hatch’s 
Ferry, four miles above Augusta, but learning of the concentration of 
the enemy under Shelby at Tillage Creek, on the »Tacksonport road, I 
deemed it unwise to have my force thus divided while in the immediate 
vicinity of the enemy, and the boats not arriving from below I could 
not transport the^main body across the river in safety. I therefore 
recrossed to the west side of the river the Third Michigan and Eighth 
Missouri on the 12th, and returned to this point yesterday, the 12th. 


^ Omitted as unimportant, 
t See next, ante. 
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Having in view the object it would be to Shelby to get out of this 
country with the force he has conscripted.I am prepared to intercept 
him should he attempt to get southward from Batesville. 1 move this 
morning to a point fifteen miles up the Little Bed in Searcy Valley, 
where I shall have better advantages in foraging animals and can await 
the information to be obtained by a scout I have sent in the direction 
of Jacksonport. If Shelby is quietly remaining in Jacksojiport I can 
do him no damage, as the JBig Black is an obstacle that I cannot over¬ 
come. In the event of his being there I shall employ the detachment 
in beating up the country for small parties of the enemy and then 
return to your lines. In order to move with greater facility I send the 
sick, the prisoners, and the supply ti*ain to Devall’s Bluff this morning. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. K. WEST, 

Brigadier’General, Commanding, 

Brig. Gen. E. A. Carr, 

Commanding District of Little Bock, 


Hdqrs. Cavalry Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

Little Rock^ ArA\, October li^ 1864. 

Captain : I have the honor to report that in compliance witli orders 
from headquarters District of Little Eock, to proceed with all the 
available cavalry of the district in pursuit of the enemy, reported to be 
on Little Bed Eiver, and pursue them until they are captured or dis¬ 
persed,” I left this post on the 6th of August last for the section of 
country indicated in your orders. The command was divided for con¬ 
venience into two provisional brigades. These were commanded, 
respectively, by Col. Washington E. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, 
and Col. James Stuart, Tenth Illinois Cavalry. The aggregate strength 
of my command was 3,094. Two sections of th(‘ Fifth Ohio Battery 
and two mountain howitzers com])rised the artillery. Verbal instruc¬ 
tions from the district commander left me at liberty to employ my force 
according to my best judgment in case the enemy fell back beyond the 
Little Bed. The First Brigade, in moving from Devall’s Bluff*, to unite 
with the remainder of the command, drove a rebel force of some 300 
men, reported to be Jackman’s, our of Hickory Plains on the 7th of 
Augiist, killing 4 and taking 7 inisoners, without loss on our side. 
Colonel Geiger joined me at Bull Bayou the same evening. The advance 
of the Second Brigade, the Third Wiscomsin Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Calkins commanding, exchanged shots with a picket of the enemy at 
Bull Bayou. The rebels were evidently falling back and merely watch¬ 
ing our movements. Moved to Searcy the 8th of August. Beported by 
all the inha]bitants that the enemy passed over the road traveled that 
day in great haste. At Searcy learned that McCray,who commanded the 
rebel force, was moving night and day to Jacksonport, to eff*ect a junc¬ 
tion with Shelby, who was reported to have returned from the direction 
of Helena. August 9,1 marched to White Biver opposite to Au¬ 
gusta, with the intention of crossing at that ])oint and moving upon 
Shelby at Jacksonport. Sent communication to distri(*t commander 
that evening requesting steam-boats should be sent up from Devall’s 
Bluff to eff*ect the crossing. August 10, sent 1,000 men of Second Bri¬ 
gade to Denmark, as a feint, that the main body would march to Jack¬ 
sonport by the west side of White Biver. Destroyed a salt-work near 
Grand Glaize Creek, and took 8 prisoners. Crossed the Third Michi- 
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g‘aii Cavalry at Augusta and occupied the town. August 11, moved 
the*onIy flat-boat to be found—a miserable aifair for crossing a force— 
to Halclfs Ferry, four miles above Augusta. Wishing to gain time, 
crossed the Eighth Missouri Cavalry by that means and swimming 
the horses. Hea^y rains, the slow i)rogress of crossing by the flat, and 
the certainty that "a]‘tillery and wagons could not be crossed with the 
means at hand, induced me to guard y attempted oflensive 

movement by the enemy, Shelby’s ai ■! i., \ forces united could 

bring 4,000 men against me, and I had to guard against their coming 
down either bank of White Kiver and attacking my force, while en¬ 
gaged in crossing. Humors to that eliect reaching me the two regi¬ 
ments on the east bank were recrossed to the main command during the 
night. August 12, no steamers arriving from DevalFs Blulf, abandoned 
the idea of co-o])eration from that quarter and returned to Searcy. Au¬ 
gust 1»3, sent all the sick (the rains were very heavy, and camps last 
few days in canebrakes) and train to Devall’s Blutf, Sent a small 
reconnaissance toward Denmark. This i)arty encountered the (memy 
ten miles from Searcy; re-enfor(*ed it with Third IT. S. Cavalry, under 
Captain Howland, with orders to ])roc<‘ed to Fairview. This was done, 
tlie rebels losing 1 man and falling ba(*k. One man of Eighth Missouri 
('avalrywas wounded. Moved with main force eleven miles up the 
west bank of the Little lied, and encam])ed. Sent a detachment to 
Hilcher’s Ferry and communicated with Captain Howland at Fairview. 
August 14, learned that there was no enemy, but a few stragglers, on 
the west side of White lUver. The command had now been in the field 
eight days; the only forage obtainable was unripe <*orn. The horses 
had been very scantily fed for months previously, and their condition, 
l)articularly that of the artillery animals, was not equal to a march 
exceeding twenty miles per day. It became apparent that it was use¬ 
less to attempt to cross White lliver at Jacksonport. Shelby (*ould 
successftilly contest my crossing at that point or fall back faster than 
he could be followed. August 15, returned to Bull Bayou eii route for 
Dcvall’s Bluff and Little Eock. Scattered the command by various 
roads to clear the country of bushwhackers. August IG, reached Little 
Eock. 

The results of the expedition have already b(‘cu detailed. No enemy 
remained west of White Eiver. The commands as pushed into the 
field without pro])er preparation; the animals were in wretched condi¬ 
tion. Oflicers and men acquitted themselVes creditably, but there were 
irregularities, showing the necessity of much stri(‘ter discipline than 
was practiced. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient sei'vant, 

4. E. WEST, 

BrUjtidicr-General, Commanding. 


(Jai)t. C. H. Dyer, 

Assistant Adjutant'General, Distriet of Little Bock. 


No. 3. 

Report of Maj. James F. Diciglit, Eleventh Missotiri Cavalry, Yolunteer 

Aide-de-Camp. 

Journal of cavalry expedition (regiments and detachments set forth 
on previous page) setting out from Little Eock, Ark., northward, 
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August 0, 1804, under coimuand of Brig. Giui. J. H. West, IJ. kS. Vol¬ 
unteers, ])ursuant to tlie follawing order: 

Special Ordeks, } Headquarters District of Little Roc^v, 

No. 58. i Little JtoclCj ArJc.^ Augubt 4^ lSb4. 

Brig. Gren. J. R. West, U. S. Vohmteers, -will })rocee(l witli all tlie avallahlo <*nv- 
airy of this district in pursxiit of the enemy^s, rei>orted to l>e on Little Red Riyor, and 
y^iil pursue tliem until they are captured or dispersed. 

By order of Brig, Gen. E. A. Carr: 

C. H. DYER, 

Ab^ibtanf J djiUan t- (rent ra I . 


REMARKS. 

/Saturday, August d, ISOI. —Left Huntersville, opposite Little Eock, at 
7.30, Second Brigade, Colonel Stuart, having moved with train at 6. 
Boad runs down river three or four miles, then turns to the left and 
north, and crosses railroad to Bevall’s Bind* in a few rods. Pickets at 
turning. Passed broken-down wagon at railroad—cause, tongue \ )roken; 
load transferred. Overtook train two miles and a half south of Bayou 
Metoe, train stalling badly, owing to the weakness of mules, one Avagon 
unloaded. Pushed on to Bayou Metoe, twelve miles, Avhere found bridge 
useless, flooring removed. Some buildings of heavy timbers near by 
with which it might be repaired. Artillery was (U'ossing at rude string 
piece bridge, three-quarters mile above. Horses were taken out of the 
artillery, and guns run across by hand. Train same way when it came 
up. Bank easy slope, ten feet high. Ford, saddle skirt deep, a few 
rods above. When the train came uj), pushed on with the command, 
leaving Third Missouri Cavalry as train guard. Road good to Bayou 
Two Prairies, five miles. Crossed it by ford; deep on left bank. Bridge 
just below might be repaired. Went on to Austin (or Oakland Post- 
Oiflce), eight miles. Good road most of way. 'Some swampy tracts; 
carts passed by daylight. Went into <*amp at Austin. Trains could 
not get up, but went into cam]) flve miles below. Steam grist-mill at 
Austin makes thh'ty barrels a day. Forty men of Twenty-second 
Ohio Mounted Infantry joined us hy Brownsville road near Austin. 

/Sunday^ August 7, —Lieutenant-Colonel Calkins, with 250 Third Wis¬ 
consin and 50 U. S. Eogulai's, pushed on at early dawn to Stony 
Point, eight miles north, with instructions to drive the enemy, if found 
and not too strong, beyond Stony Point. 

17. B.—Found Oapt. W. C. Robinson, Comi)any C, Glenn^s regiment, 
Third Brigade (rebel), Arkansas, wounded ami ]>afoled here, from Helena 
light, in July, 1803; is badly wounded in Inp and will die. 

Traill and gmard getting up at 11.30 okdock, after delay by reason of 
tongue breaking, and teams weak; iuoalhI on at 12.J2. Made Cypress 
Bottom Bayou at 1.45 o’clock; bridge in decent order; declivity to the 
bottom somewhat stec]) from the south, gradual slojx^ uj) froni'tln^ bot¬ 
tom uortlnvard. Road muddy but not bad. Went on to Jackson’s 
farm, seveumilcs from Austin, and waited half an hour till trainclosed up, 
then to Stony Point, three-quarters ofamile more, Avliere found Lieubm- 
ant-(\flonol Calkins’ command. He had vse(m no rebels. Pushed on to 
Bull Bayou, one mile farther, and went into earn]). Some])ieket-firiug. 
Just as advance neared Bull Bayou the rebels ran and tried to tear u]> 
flooring of the bridge, but had not time to do imi<*h damage. Colonel 
Geiger, with First Brigade, re])orted at (> o’clock, having come np from 
Bevall’s Bluff*, and Avent into <*am}) on north side bayou. Rciiorts a 
15 1% R—-vur^ XLI, l^T i 
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tight with Jackman and oOO or 400 man at Hickory Plains to-day. A 
few n^belvSldlled and taken i)risoners. Major Siielling, with !io0 Tenth 
Illinois, joined from Lewishtirg as we came to camp. A re(*onnaissance 
of Third Wist-onsiii developt^d a few rebels, fiig-aeious, and firing on 
north side bayou. lj(^arned tliat Ja(*kman ])assed north from Hickory 
Plains, about two miles beyond bridge, this jnorning, having come out 
from neighborhood road near Frankliifs Mill, used by r(^bels for grind¬ 
ing, on creek four mih\s south of east from Jackson’s road down the 
bottom. 

2Iond((i/, Ai((/u,st s.—Second Brigade jiioved at early daAvn; First 
Brigade with train at 8 o'cdock. f’aney Oreek, tiv<^ miles north of 
Bull Bayou, dry. (Quarles’ Bridge, over Bayou I)(‘s Arc, three miles 
fru'ther, in dec-ent order. Third Mi(*higan held liridge and pushed on 
direct road toward Searcy; Foloncl Stuart with rest of brigade crossed 
two miles and a half above, and (mine down on Searcy from west. hTo 
rebels in Sear(*y. Ucjiorted by all the inhaliitants that th(‘ emmiy 
passed through the road travers<Ml to-day in great liasti^ last night, 
traveling northward. Sear<*y pivtty imudi deserted; no buildings de- 
stroy(‘d. Prom S(‘ar<*y went up to Little Bed Biver Landing, two miles 
and a half. Bond descends all way, timbered and fi(dds, easily defended 
from an attack from north. WVnt into cam}) on Little Bed, on south 
side. Stuart (*ani(‘ u]) soon after and crossed the ford, going into 
(‘amp in open fields beyond. Watcu- v(u*y low in the Bed; rough rocky 
bed to stream; banks tliirty te(d high; even. From S(‘ptember to Juim 
this stnmm is navigabl(‘ to Whit(‘ Uiv(‘r boats, v(‘ry low during fhme, 
July, and August. Boad from Seairy, four miles (*ast, hmds (o lh‘os- 
pect Bluffs; good lord. Th<‘ rebels iimhu* JMcOray and Ja(*kman all 
cross<Ml the ford before light this moruing, hastening north. From 
information received from inhabitants they were about 800 strong. 
They went twelve inil(‘S nortlumst, on the Grand Glaize road, and 
sto])pe(l at Sfr^pheiis’ Oreek. Shelby is reported to be crossing, or to 
have crossed, the White at Augusta with intent to join them. 

Tnmlay^ Aiujunt fK —Moved, with Geiger’s (First) brigade lending, 
with two 12-p()uud(u' howitzers. A detacfrment Eleventh Missouri 
Cavalry, under Captain Kauffinaii, of 120 men, left at daylight to reeon- 
noiter ahead all day, if not uttack(M. After crossing the Little Bed 
the road runs n<)rthwai*d Ibr one mile and a (piarter, then turns east, 
and passing over a high and good but stony road d(‘s<*ends a stem]) 
declhity 100 feet high to the Overflow—name given to a creek which 
bounds on the west tli(‘ swamps of the Mingo. About siv miles from the 
landing a road to the left leads toward Grand Glaize, and to the right 
to Prospect Bluffs, three miles. After leaving th(‘ Ovevtlow the road 
runs through the heavy bottom lauds of the Mingo Swamps (dglit miles, 
to Glaize Creek, all timbered, with little underbrush; must be bad in 
wet weather. The Mingo is not luueli of a ereek, though bad crossing 
on account of the deep mud; narrow. Stuart’s brigade remains at 
bridge. First encam])s at headciuarters, two miles and a half l)elow, 
on I’oad to Augusta. After crossing bridge at Glaiz(^ road leads down 
directly east on a tongue of laud to a point of land 0 ])posite Augusta, 
seven miles from bridge; also turns to left and leads three miles north¬ 
east to the White Biver, then turns down the bank two miles to a ferry 
called Hatch’s, wheii(*e it is two miles to Augusta. Likewise on this 
last road another to the left, about two miles from the bridge, h^ads to 
(4ran(l Glaize and Denmark. The whole land below the bridge is cane- 
brake, with heavy bottom growth. The road toward the point narrow, 
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witli several sloughvS vSteep banks—eordiu'oy erossingvs—in ])a(l 

ord(‘r. After leaving the Overflow there are very few habitations and 
(dearings. Aftin* (‘rossing the Glaize Greek only two habitations, one 
three inil(\s below the bridge on right-hand side and one five miles and 
a half below on left hand, and on the run bank (Chambers’). The banks 
of this tongue of land are low on the south side and bluff on the north 
side; sand spit oi)i)osite Augusta; runabout twelve yards wide. De¬ 
tachment of Third Michigan, C'aptain Latimer, seized ferry-boat at 
Hatch’s in the p. m.; got it across under cover of their rifles, with a 
fight across the stream with a body of rebels, and after night-fall took 
it down below xVugusta, together with a skiff*. Went down and re(*on- 
noitered point, but had no means of crossing. {Saw rebel pickets rush¬ 
ing alxmt on our arrival. Ih'om a lagoon, about three-quarters of a mile 
long, on th(^ road to tln^ point, transferred a dug-out down and a(*ross 
the ])oint three inil(‘S, and laumdied it below Augusta. ISent three men 
therein to Devall’s Bluff* with dispatches al'tcu' dark. 

Wednenday^ Auyufit 10. —Seven o’clock moved Third IMicliigan down to 
point opposite Augusta. Crossed sergeant and seven men on the ferry- 
l>oat half a mile below, who came up and (hove out few rebel x)iekets, 
then in evening brought up boat and crossed whole regiment, with two 
mountain howitzers of Tenth Illinois Cavalry, and sent ferry-boat u]) to 
ferry, two miles aboAT. Third Michigan picketed strongly on road 
going out. Strong dctacbments from Second Brigade went northward 
toward Grand Glaize and Denmark to develop the enemy in that direc¬ 
tion, Avith instructions to return not later than 10 o’clock to-morrow. 
Colonel Stuart re])orts destruction of salt-Avorks, three miles and a half 
southwest from Claizo bridge, last night; 11 kettles, 00 evaporating 
vats, and <S prisoners. Cai)acity about tAVo bushels a day. Only 
Avorks about hercs In Augusta IShclby r(q)orted to luiA'e gone north 
with his command, Avhich Avas cncauq)e(l four miles off‘ on Sunday. Call¬ 
ing in his commands and intending to drhu McCray at Ja(‘ksonport, 
Avliere he has a ])onto()n bridge across the Big Black, moAud back 
headcpiarters and Birst Brigade to the Glaize bridge. 

Thursday^ Angant 11. —Ferry-boat haAung been taken up to Hatch’s 
the Eighth Missouri crossed there; Mnth Iowa moved down on Ferry 
road and camped on bank of riAur one mile above ferry; Eleventh 
Missouri and First Nebraska camped at place wliere the road strikes 
river. Horses eat corn; no forage to be had. Shelby reported coti- 
centrating, to atta<.‘k on east side of White, and no sign of the boats 
from Dovall’s Blufl* yet. The Eighth is reciussed and boat sent down 
to Augusta for the Third Mi<*higaii fo recross on. Very heavy rain 
storm commenced at 12 and lasted all day. The s(*oiit from north 
returned, having been to Denmark and gaining no tidings of the 
enemy save that McCray had rushed across the iWer to Jacksonport 
and joined Shelby there. 

Friday^ August 12 .—Moved back from rhur wil h First Brigade. The 
Third Michigan crossed nnoi)posed at Augusta. Joined at Glaize bridge 
and command took up march for Searcy; reached it at o and went into 
camp on south side, with pickets at fords above and beloAv. Sent guides 
and three men Eighth Missouri through to General Steele, Avith meS’ 
sages at evening. 

Saturday^ Avgusi IS .—Detachment of fifty men Eighth Missouri 
Cavahy, Captain McAdoo, sent nortliAAurd l)y Denmark road at early 
day. Fell in with rebels eight miles out; had a skirmish, and sent 
back for re-enforcements. The Thhd U. S. .Cavalry, 250 men, Avere 
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sent to Lis asbistaiico with iiLstmctious to develop the enemy. Tne 
sui)ply train and worn-out horses sent back toward DevalPsBliifl*, with 
125 sick and thirty escort. Moved out of camp toward Searcy. The 
First Brigade went into line of battle, and Avith skirmishers out between 
<*ainp and Searcy. JMoved at 11 o’clock through Searcy, on the Sugar 
Loaf Springs road, eleven and a half miles to Goad’s, at intersection of 
this vith the old military road from Little Bock to Batesville. Eoad 
leaA-es Sear<*y Valley on left, AAunds up and crosses a stony, rough 
divide with open oak woods. Several x)lantations on the road. The 
road lies on the rough hill for about five miles. Crossed Panther Greek 
six miles from Searcy. Camped at Goad’s Ford; found live wagon 
loads of old corn near <mmp. Sent pickets to Hilcher’s Ferry, ten 
miles on the Little Bed. Lieutenant Guirado, aide-de-camp, and twelve 
men sent after the Third United States from the landing at 10 o’clock, 
with instructions to have them return via Hilcher’s Ferry. Messengers 
arrived at C p. m. from Third United States; had joined the Eighth 
Missouri and advanced, but found no enemy. Sent party to Hilcher’s 
Ferry, and theiice to Fairview, to communicate with Third United 
States. 

Hunclay^ -d ugxist li, —Lay in camp all day. Some picket-firing on the 
Searcy road, and a body of fifty reported. Sent out a scout who 
scattered them in direction of Little Bed. Surgeon Foote, with escort 
of l^inth Iowa, reported haAung come up the White Eiver in steamer 
Celeste, sent from Devalfs Blufi* in response to dispatch sent from 
Augusta. The boat landed him above the Bed Idver, and he came 
through the country till he stru(*k our trail, Bepoits tumbling into a 
party lavst night of fiA^e or eight rebels, who fled, firing. Boat arrived up 
at Friday eve, twenty-five miles below Augusta % the river, which 
there makes a gTeat bend. A messenger from Captain McAdoo was 
fired on between here aud Searcy to-day by two men. Lieutenant 
Guirado, with escort, came iu at close of day from McAdoo, via Hil¬ 
cher’s Ferry. Eeimrts no rebels discovered by that command as far as 
Fairview. 

Monday^ August 15^ 6 clock. —^Broke camp at early hour and moved 
back to Searcy, leaAung Eleventh Missouri at Goad’s, to await coming 
up of the Third United States fi‘om Searcy to Bayou Des Ai‘c, wdiere 
First Brigade diverged toward Hickory Plains, and Second and head¬ 
quarters went on and into camp at Bxill Bayou. First Brigade was 
ordered to Devall’s Bluft* by best road. 

Tuesday^ August 10. —^The general commanding and staff, Avith 
TAA^enty-second Ohio Mounted Infantry (forty men), left Bull Bayou at 
5 o’clock and pushed on to Brownsville, Avhei‘e took (*ars for Little 
Bock. Colonel Stuart, Avith Second Brigade, went on to Bayou Metoe, 
and camped; repaired the bridge, and on the 17th marched on to the 
Bock. The train sent irom Searcy wdth the sick jmt into BrownsAdllo 
iu disti'ess, owing to the weakness of the mules, aud the men were 
trausferi'ed to Devall’s Bluff by cars. Colonel Geiger’s <*ommand 
arrived safe. 

From Little Bock to Austin, tA\"enty-fiA"e miles; Austin to Seai’cy 
Landing, twenty-six miles and a half; Searcy Lauding to Augusta, 
tweuty-five miles; Augusta to Searcy, twenty-five miles; Searcy Land¬ 
ing to Goad’s, eleven miles and a half; Goad’s to Searcy, nine miles; 
Searcy to Little Bock, fifty miles; total 172 miles. 

JAMES F. DWIGHT, 

Major Eleventh Missouri Cavalry^ Volunteer Aide-de-Ganiy. 
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Ko. 4. 

Itinerary of the Third Brigade^ /Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

commanded hy Coh Washington F, (rciger, Fighth Missonri Cavalry,^ 

Tlie brigade marched out of camp at 12 m. [August G] to join in a 
cavalry expedition under Brigadier-General West against the rebel 
forces in the vicinity of Jacksonport and Batesville, Ark. MarcluMl 
twenty miles and encamped near Des Are, Ark. 

Angnst 7. —At 4.30 p. in. resumed march, and encamped at Bull 
Creek, a distance of thirty miles, where the brigade .joined General 
West’s command. 

August S» —Marched twenty miles, to Bearcy Landing, on LUtle Bed 
Eiver. 

August 10. —Marched back four miles and encamped. 

August 11. —^Marched to White Eiver and crossed, and immediately 
recrossed and encamped. 

August 12. —Proceeded to Bearcy Landing, twenty-live miles, and 
encamped. 

Atigust 13. —Marched twelve miles into Searcy Talley and en(\ami>ed. 

Aug^ist 11. —Took up line of march for Devall’s Blnlf, where the bri¬ 
gade arrived on the 17th. 


¥(). 5 . 

Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph 0. Shelhy. C. S. Army. " 

Headquarters Confederate Forces, 

August 13, 1864. 

Colonel: The days of delusive calm and quietude were rudely 
broken in upon twenty-tour hours after I last dispatched you. Five 
thousand Federals, with ten pieces of artillery ^all cavalry), came u]) 
from DevalPs Bluff like a thunderbolt, and (frove in my outlying pickets 
and scouts right sturdily. They hoped to surprise me and disperse my 
recruits, besides capturing my pontoon bridge and ordnance. One long 
day before they struck iiiy immediate vedettes J had sent all my ineffect¬ 
ive men fifteen miles to the rear, and watched aiul waited on the east 
side of Black Eiver for the denouement. I intended to fight them if 
they came 10,000 strong, but before they reached my position they 
changed their minds. They divided at Searcy, one portion going by 
Grand Glaize to Augusta, where they crossed White Eiver and burned 
the mill there, and the other ])ortioirhalting near Grand Glaize. They 
remained in Augusta only a short time, but recrossed the river, losing 
6 men and 30 horses, and have all gone back to Bearcy. They had 
eighty wagons and many ambulances. Their reason for the heavy move 
I conjecture to be this: The pressure on the raihoad was getting tighter 
and tighter, and it became necessary to relieve it. 

My future movements depend entirely on the orders brought by Ma¬ 
jor Lawi’ence. FTothing new has transi)ired since my last letter. The 
Federals beyond the Mississippi are getting whipped in every fight. 
The news frDin Missouri is glorious. This is God’s chosen time for a 
raid there that will shake her fi*om center to circumference. I send you a 
late paper. I rei)orted that Erwin’s operations on the Mississippi Eiver 


From Hiontlily roturn. 
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liaci been sueeessbil. fc5() they were up to my last commuiiicatiou, Imt 
at a subseciueiit period, with a tbrce of eighty men, he was attacked by 
400 Federals and handled pretty severely, losing 10 killed and 20 
wounded. 

Hoi)ing to receive favoralde vieAvs from my Missouri application, I 
am, very truly, yours, 

JO. O. SHELBY, 

Brigcul I er- Gen era Co m m a n d i ng, 

Lieut. (V)L J. E. Belton. 

Aanisiant Adjutant-General^ Camden^ Ark, 


AUGUST 7, 1864.—Skirmish near Huntsville, Mo. 

Rej^ort of Lienf, CoL Alexander F, Denny^ Forty-Hixtli Infantry En¬ 
rolled Missouri Militia, 

Hdqus. Forty-sixth Beot. Enrolled Missouri Mil., 

Huntsville, 2Io,, August H, ISOi, 

General: I have the pleasure to report that I moved Irom this place 
on the morning of the 7th with a small detachment of the Mnth Cav¬ 
alry Missouri State IMilitia, commanded by Sergeant Fisher, and 
detachments of (^ai)taiu Mayo’s and Lieutenant Mcdvinsey’s Volunte(n* 
Militia, commanded by Lieutenant Dunn, We came upon the trail of 
Jim Anderson, the notorious robber and guerrilla, some live miles 
south of this pla(*e, about lb o’clock, and after pursuing it aboiit two 
hours lost it. I scoured the brush for miles, and at 2 i). m. (*ame out 
upon the road from Huntsville to Fayette, at the residence of Owen 
Bagby. Foiu* of our men rode up to the house, when Anderson and 
his men conuneuced liriug uiion them from the house. I ordered the 
column to dismount and charge them on foot. The boys came u]> 
ill line style, with a deafening yell, when Anderson mounted his men 
and retreated hastily through tlie i*ear of the farm, having ]>re\dously 
left the gates down. I ordered the men to remount, and with some five 
or six of the men who had their horses in advance, (diarged the enemy 
as he retreated through the Helds. We were obstructed by gates and 
fen<*es, and the enemy got under coA^er of the voods some 300 yards in 
advance of us. With the little handful of men in the advance I ordennl 
a charge through the thick brush, which was made in gallant style, 
random shots being lired at us and returned by our men until'we 
reached a long lane. Hero the chase be<‘ame iierca^ and raiml. We 
ran upon the rear, <*oming on tAvo men mounted on one horse. Th<" 
horse was shot from under them, and the men scaled the fence and took 
to the pastures. George Baynolds, of Captain Mayo’s (*omi)any, Avho 
was with me in the advance, having tired his last shot fell back to 
reload. A short hand-to-hand conflict with pistols ensued between th(‘. 
robber and myself, Avhen, after the exchange of some foui* or fiA^e shots, 
George Peak, (’ompany D, I7intli CaA^alry Missouri State Militia, (*ame 
to my relief and ended his existence with a rifle-shot. He had be(m 
previously wounded in the neck and back. John Kale, of Comjiany D, 
Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, pursued the other dismounte<l 
man on foot through the fields until he had (Axhausted his last shot, 
haAing xireviously Avounded him in the neck. So soon as the men came 
up I ordered them forv ard, but Anderson being so well mounted c<aild 
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not be overtaken. Tlie men all conducted tbeniselves v^ell. At tlie 
time oi* the atta(*k we Av<M'e not fully aware of Axidersoifs .strength. 
Tliere were only ten men at Bagby’s, yet tlieir number was reported to 
us subsequently at tbiity men. liestdt ol‘ tlie skirinisli, 1 man killed 
and 1 mortally wounded; also eThn Anderson reported shot through the 
nose; 1 horse killed, 1 wounded, and 1 caiitiu'ed; also 1 gun and 4 or 
5 ])istols. Money taken fi-om the person of the dead man: $90 in gold, 
$280 in greenbacks, $4.00 in silver, $10 W. M. !>.; total, $o90.50. Our 
loss, 1 horse. Anderson turned into the brush after a run of three miles 
and scattered his men. We followed the trail as long as we (‘ould, 
when we turned in the dii*e<*tion of Huntsville. \Ye (*ame upon him 
again at 6 o’clo(*k in the brush within three miles of Huntsville. A few 
shots were fired by our men and an exciting chase of ten minutes fol¬ 
lowed, vhen the enemy Avas lost in the thick brush. 

I am, verv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. F. DENKY, 

]j\€ui. To/. Forty-sixth Reyf. FJnrollcd JUfisHoiiri 

1 have sent out nnm on fresh Iiorses to go in pursuit this morning. 

General: 1 have made i-ather a long reiK)rt oi* a short fight, know¬ 
ing that outside a military point of \iew you would feel a personal 
interest in my operations. Let me state here, general, that Bill Ander¬ 
son has stated that he intended concentrating 200 men in Itamlolph, 
and tins continuous hanging around indi(*ates to my mind that such are 
his intentions. 

A. F. I). 

Gen. J. r>. DouaLAS, 

CommanduH/ KUjlith 'MUHary Dlstrlei, J/c.r/co, Mo, 


AUaUST 7, 1864.—Affair near Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter. 

Rpporf of M((j, Edward IF. Wynl'Oop, Firnt (Colorado Faralry, 

Headquarters, 

Fori Lyoiij Colo, Ter,, Any usd 9, i8f>i. 
Sir: 1 have the honor to report for iiiformatiou of the colonel com¬ 
manding that on tJie iiigiit of the 7th instant at about 10 oVlock I 
receWed intelligence that a train had been attacked aIxmt seven miles 
ifom this post by. a band of Indians wSU])posed to be KioAvas and Oo- 
manches, who immediately crossed to the soulh side of the riA^er, and 
there joining a large party proceeded ii]) the i‘iv(u*. I imnnxliately sent 
Avord to Ca])tiiin Gray, at Camp Wynkoo]), to throAv his command on 
the oi)])osite side of the Arkansas Ri\"er to (*ut ofi* the retreat of the 
Indians, should they ju'oceed in that dilution. In the im^anwliile, Avith 
eighty men and one IioAvito*, I (Tossed the river at this point for the 
purpose of proceeding up the otlier side rapidly in ])ursuit. My com¬ 
mand consisted of detachments of (N)mi)any D, (‘ommanded by Captain 
Soule, and Company K, (‘ommamhul by Liditiuiant Quinby, and Com¬ 
pany G, with howitzer, commanded by Lieutenant Baldwin. While 
crossing theriveu* I j*e(*ei\XMl a dispahdi from Bcud’s Eaiich to the (effect 
that a party of Indians Lad been thei*e that evening, including Satanta, 
war chief o>f tbo Kiowas, ami tAvomore of their principal (4i1efs, tliat 
they had hut a .small i)arty Avith them in sight, Imt the supposition AAms, 



232 


LOUIMAXA AND THE TRAN^S-MISSISSIPPI. 


[rH4p Liii. 


JucV^iiig from tlio importance of the chiefs present, that a very large war 
party A\as in tlie iimnecliate ii<*i^hl)oihoo(l. The dispatch also stated 
that the Indians had proceeded down the river, and a few miles below 
Bent's Bunch They attack(^d a house occu])ied by a family named Eo<^d 
and miudered all the inmates. By a tbiced inarch I ])roceeded u]) m 
the diiection of Bent’s Eanch, seeing no signs of Indians until I reached 
the house said to have been attacked by the Indians, which was unoc- 
cu])ied, but which bore eviden(*e of there having been a <*onf[ict, an 
attempt having been made to tire the house from the outwside, whi(*h had 
proved unsuc(*essful. I afterward learned that the house had been gal¬ 
lantly defended by four men who had been atta(*ked by fomdeen of the 
red devils, and had finally driven them off, killing one of them. I then 
proceeded as far as Bento's Banch, scouting the country, but finding no 
evidence of there having been more than fourteen Indians, and those 
having apparently rapkfly decamped in direction of the Cimarron, after 
fruitless search I'returned to-day to this post, my men having been in 
the saddle for two nights, being entirely exhausted. I am well con¬ 
vinced Satanta with 1,000 or more warriors of theKiowasandComanches 
is located over on the Cimarron or in that vicinit;^^ I have also receit^ed 
information that four white men have been mui*dered by these same In¬ 
dians near the Cimarron Crossing. The available troops that I have in 
tills gairison will not warrant me in atta(‘kiug Satanta at present, not 
being able to take more than fifty men into the field, after leaving what 
would barely sufiice for the absolute prob^ction of the post, If it is 
liossible I would respectfully recommend that I receive some re-enforce- 
ments, so that I may take a sufficient command in the field to imnish 
this fiend Satanta and his murdering crew. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

I have the honor to remain, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

E. W. WYKKOOP, 

Major Firnt Colorado Cavalri/^ Commandhicj Fort Iajoh, 

Lieut. J. S. Mavnard, 

Act<j. Asst. Adjt, (Jen.., Fist, of Colo.., Denver., Colo. Ter. 


AIJQ-TJST 7-8, 1864.—Scout from Independence into La Fayette County, Mo. 

Report of (^apt. Thomas Moses^jr.., Recond (Colorado Cavalry. 

Independence, VLo.,,Aagnst 8,1801. 

Major : I have the honor to repoi’t that pursuant to order I marifiied 
from this station at 4 a. in. on the 7th instant, with the following com¬ 
mand, viz: Lieutenant Parsons, Lieutenant Dneey, and 128 men. I 
proceeded south on the Pleasant Hill road as far as 6^enter^s farm, but 
could not discover any fresh signs of the enemy; thence marched east 
for Bound Prairie, and when near Snibar Station met Captain Blair, of 
the Foimth Missouri State Militia Oavahy, with his command, and as I 
found that he had just scouted through the Eound Prairie country, I 
marched in the direction of Greeiiton, in La Fayette County. When 
near Lick Skillet, we discovered five bushwhackers, at a distance of 
about one mile from us, when I ordered Lieutenant Bucey to take the 
advance guard and pui\sue them, which he did for about four miles, but 
could not overtake them, and returned to the command. Thence I 
marched to the place of Mr. Harp, living on the line of Jackson and La 
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Fiiyette( ^ouiities^, andeiu-ampedfortlie Learned fi • •• uLi,! I In 

ity in the neigliborhood that Tliornton, Quantrill, Todd, ieager, Taylor, 
Tiirailkill, and Anderson were eneainped four miles from that i)la(*e on 
the 4th instant ith from o(H) to 500 men, but was unable to. ascertain 
whether they had left or not. They were reported cami)ed on the John 
Campbell farm. At daylight I marehed for that place, but found tbat 
They had broken camp and loft on The e\ening of tlie 5th instant j but, 
Judging ])y the appearance of their camp, should not think they Inul 
over 200 or 300 men. Mrs. Campbell informed me that Todd had 150 
men 5 he came there with his <*ommand on Thursday morning, the 4th 
instant, and she thinks h^ft the same evening. They divided up into 
small parties, and came in the direction of Blue River and Raytown. I 
also ascertained that vsmall parties of from six to ten came -from the 
north, northeast, and northwest on the same day, and returned the 
next morning, and judging* from all the information that I could gather 
think that they met to hold a eouiieil of war, with what ulterior ol)j<M*t 
1 could not say. Thence I returned to this station, arriving at about 
5 o’cdoek this p. m. 

1 am, major, very respeelfully, v^our olxMieut servant, 

TH. MOSES, Jr., 

Oapfahu i^eeoiid (Colorado (Uiralrij, Commanding Post. 

Maj. J. Kelson Smith, 

Commanding Htation^ Indcpend(mcf\ J/o. 


AUGUST 8-11, 1864.—Scout from Salina to Mulberry Creek, Kans. 

Beporfs of Henry Hooih^ Elerenfh Kansas Cavalry, 

IlEAD(,)tTARTERS, 

J>falina^ Angusf —i p, m. 

Sir : I have the honor to foi’ward a dispatch just received from 
Smoky Hill Crossing ('oneeimhig the stampeding of the horses of Oom- 
paiiy H, Seventh Iowa Oavalry, stationed at that point. 1 learn J&?om 
the dispatch bearer, who was one of the herders, that the Indians num¬ 
bered from fifteen to seventeen. They came from toward the Arkansas 
River, but might have come from nj) the Smoky Hill and vsim])ly secreted 
themselves below the ranch to enable tliem to stampede the stock up the 
river. The Indians lii'ed ni)on the herders with arrows mostly j one only 
fired with a fire-arm. The nninber of horsivs taken is from forty to forty- 
five, with five mules belonging to the Kansas Stage Company. After 
the Indians had diiveii the stock about a half a mile they ai)peared to 
be in no hurry. The soldiers fi‘om the ran(*li pursu(‘d them on foot as 
far as was any use, firing upon them with their carbines, but had accom¬ 
plished nothing when the messenger left. I shall send a s(*out up the 
Saline River to-morrow morning, as I think there is more possibility of 
finding them oii that stream than on the Smoky Hill. 1 shall go with 
the scout myself and acquaint myself with the (‘ountry and gain such 
knowledge of the whereabouts of the Indians as possible, 1 would like 
to have enough men to make a thorough search of this country, but you 
are aware, general, that my company is but partially mounted and 
poorly armed to hunt Indians, having only carbines. * 1 would like to 
have revolvers or sabers, or botli. I have no transportation. It is my 
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opiuioii tliat the Indians art* (ietermined to rake all tlie sto<*k in this 
l)art of tlie country and mount themselves well before lighting' iniu'h. 
The x>eo]de here ai‘e alarmed about their stoek. They are tr;\dng to raise 
a squad to })ursue the Indians u]) the JSiiioky while I go u]) Saline 
Kiver. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Y^yy respetdfullv, vour obedient vSevA^ant, 

HENEY BOOTH, 

C((pi, Co. Ty, Elerenili KuhiHUH VoL fVrr., Comdg. Posi at Htilhia. 

MaJ. Cxeii. S. J^. OuRTis. 

{ImloMiie I 

SwoTCY Hill Cuossotf, Aiicjust 7, ISGi—9 a. m. 

Sir: have had all our liorses stampeded this morning (*xcept 

two, vhi(‘li the herders rode. They were taken at 7 a. m. wliili^ out 
herding. There vere about tifteen Indians in number, as near as 1 
could iudge, Tlie horses were run directly ii]) the Smoky. 

W. H. STEUTHEllS, 

)Ser(je(i)d, (^ooijjany H, Stmilh Iowa Caoalry^ Cohidy, JMavhmcni. 


Headquarter s, 

Ealina^ AnguHi 11, lS(>i, 

Sir: I have the honor to report the result of a scout made by myself 
and twenty enlisted men of my eomnuind up the Saline Elver, a dis¬ 
tance of thii‘ty-tive or forty miles. 

Sunday evening, August 7,1804,1 received a dispatch from Smoky 
Hill Oroswsing stating that the horses of II CVmqiany, Seventh Iowa 
Cavalry, had been stanqieded and run oif by a ])arty of Indians. The 
dispatch stated that the stock had been run north. I immediately 
cletermined to proceed u]) the Saline Kiver and intercept, if possible, 
the thieving redskins. We ^started Alonday morning with four days’ 
rations; having no transportation we could (*aiTy no more. We pro- 
Lieeded up the south hank of Salim* Riv(*r, throwing out Hankers on 
?aeh side to discover, if possible, traces of ]>rowliiig bands of Indians. 
We marched this day about twenty-three mil(*s and (*amped about a 
mile ft‘om the river to keep away from the timber, to guard against 
[ndiaiis stampeding our stock. Tuesday morning we (*outimied up tin* 
aver to the mouth of Elkliorn Cre(*k, which we crossed and proceeded 
ip the west bank. This creek headsin toward the Smoky IJill and affords 
i good place for Indians to resort to, as it is surroiinded ]>y high hills, is 
veil watered, and lias good grass for that country. We followed this 
week to its head, scouting on hoth sides, but disi'overed no traces ol* 
ndians. YY camped on the head of this stream Tuesday night. Wed- 
lesday morniiig we started south and struck the liead of Clear (h‘eek, 
b branch of Smoky Hill, which w<* examined thoroughly hut discov- 
red nothing. We then turned east and <*ame upon the headwaters of 
dnlberry Creek, which stream we followed to Salina, where we arrived 
hiursday evening, AugiivSt 11,18G4. The heads of the vstreams that run 
Qto the Saline and Smoky Hill Rivers afford a good ])la<*>e for Indians 
o rendezvous jirevious to making a des(*ent upon any point east ol* 
hem. I don’t think there is or has been any Indians on the south side 
f Saline River within thirty-live miles of this place, I find upon my 
eturn that a messenger came into this post on Monday evening (as per 
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report) from the iiortli sidc^ of Saline Itiver, with a report that four men 
had been killed hy rndians. The facts you will find in my re]H)rt ns 
stated by Sergeant Reynolds, Seventh Town Cavalry, who aeeompanied 
the scouting party. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

• ‘ HENllY BOOTH, 

Capt. Companij Jj, Elemith Kansas YoL ('ue., Comdy, Post, 

Arajor-Geiieral Blunt. 

(Copy to I\Iajor-(xeneral (hirtis.) 


AUGUST 9-16,1864.—Operations in Central Arkansas, with skirmishes. 

R.ElI?OI^TR. 

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Engeno A. C’air, IT. S. Aim,\, t oninifiii<lino i)istTi(‘t of Little 
Rook. 

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Cliristoplier C. Anth(‘\Ns, IT. S. Army, <*onnnjuuling Second i)i\ih- 
ion, Sexentli Aiiiiy Corps. 

No. .‘T.—Col. Abraham H. JRyaii, Tliiid Arkansas C^avaliy (^llaion). 

No. 1. 

lieport of ]>rtg, den. Eugene A. Carr., U. N. .1™?/, eommanding Dtsirlef 

of Little Eoek. 

llEADCiUAUTEUS DlSTUK^T GF LiTTLE llO(UC, 

Little Rocli, uirk., -, JSdf. 

Beeordof combats, skirmishes, cSrc., in District of Little Bo(*k, during 
the lifteen days ending Augiust 15, 1864: 

August 9. —Dis])atch received from Colonel dayton, (‘ommanding 
Pine lllutt*, states that his scouts captured 2 (^onlederates to-day. 

August JL —Disi)atches received Ironi ('olonel Ryan, commanding 
Lewisburg, states Ca])tain Herring, while on an eighteen days’ scout. 
Yell County, killed the two Newsom l)rothers. 

August lA —Dispatcdies received from Colonel Ityan, commanding 
Lewisburg, stales Lieutenant-('olonel Fuller, while on a scout to (Min¬ 
ton, Kinderhook, Biclnvoods, and AViley’s (^ove, killed 1 and captured 
12 of the enemy. l>isi)atch received from General Andrews, command¬ 
ing Devall’s Bluh*, states that a lieutenant and 12 men of the Fifty- 
fourth Illinois Infantry, belonging to Hay Station, while going after 
water with Avagon, were ca})tured by a superior for(*e and the lieuten¬ 
ant wounded. A party of Eleventh Missouri (Rivalry was started out 
after them, reca])tiired the lieuienanl and men, killing 2 of the enemy 
and ca])tured 2 horses. 

August 13 .—Hispateh received from (^ol. A. II. Ryan, commanding 
Lewisburg, says Captain Hinkle has just sent in 10 prisoners ca])tured 
near Galman [Quit]nan?|. 

On the 11th instant Cai)tain Dodd’s com])any of independent scouts 
ran in a camp Confederates near Salin(‘ River and routed them, killing 
0, wounding several, taking 2 iirisoners, an.d captuiliig 10 hoi\ses, with¬ 
out sustaining any loss. 

August n. —l)isi)at(*h re(‘ejved from Colonel Eyan, commanding Lew¬ 
isburg, states that Captain Boles returned from scout to Dardaiielle, 
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Dauville, <&(*,; Lad two skirmislieR with the enemy. Two of his men 
wounded^ killed 3, wounded 4 rebels, and brought in 3 i)risoners. Cap¬ 
tain Blanael, of Scott’s company of bushwhackers, killed. 

Eespectfiilly submitted. 

E. A. OAEE, 

BrUjadier-CieyieraJ^ ('ommandhuj, 

Lieut. Col. W. B. Green, 

A.VtVt. Adjt. Gen,^ Hdqrn, !>ept, of Little IiOcl\ Arl\ 


No. 2. 

Report of Briff. Gen, Christopher C. Andrews^ V, A’. Army^ commanding 
Second Division,, Seventh Army Cops, 

Bevall’s Bleff, August 1^, :iRC)i—8 p, m. 
Yesterday a lieutenant and twelve men of Fifty-fourth Illinois, 
belonging to Hay Station nearest here, vhile returning to camp with 
water, having a mule team, were surprivsed and captured, in the timber 
about a mile from camp, by a sup(rior number of bushwhackers. The 
lieutenant was wounded. The teamster es(*aped. A party of the Elev¬ 
enth Missouri C^avalry was sent out, and recaptured the lieutenant and 
the men, killed 2 of tlie enemy and ca])tured 2 horses. 

C. C. ANDREWS, 

Brigadier-Oenerah 

Oapt. C. H. Dyer. 


No. 3. 

Report of Col, Ahraham if. Ryan,, Third AiTansas Ckmdry {Vnion). 

LEWUSBURa, August li^ 1864—9 a, m. 
Captain Boles returned last night from scout to Bardanelle, Dan¬ 
ville, and Blulfton; had two skirmishes, 2 of his men wounded. 
KiUed 3, wounded 4, and brought in 3 prisoners. Captain Blansel, 
bushwhacker, of Scott’s company, killed. No enemy in Perry and Yell 
Counties exceiit bushwhackers. 

A. H. RYAN, 

Colonel, 

Capt. C. H. Dyer, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


AUGUST 10-12, 1864.—Scouts from Morganza, La., with skirmishes. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Michael K, Lauder^ U, S, Army, 

Headquarters IT. S. Forces, 
Morgansa^ La,^ August 14^ 1864, 

Captain: On the 10th instant, at 9 p. m., I sent out detachments of 
cavalry through all the parts of this iiarish. Lieutenant-Colonel Crebs, 
Eighty-seventh Illinois Mounted Infantry, with 350 men, marched 
through the up])er part of the parish, and a small regiment of 
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infantry was sent to the La Tenaehe road, about tlu*ee miles below 
Williamsport, as a support to the cavalry. Colonel Orebs, in eou- 
sequence of the celerity of his movements and his ])revious knowl¬ 
edge of the country, succeeded in capturing a rebel lieutenant, 
named Collins, and IG men. They were (*aptured in different detach¬ 
ments. He also (*aptured 20 horses, about 18 iiistols, and the vsame 
number of Enfield rifles, saddles, &c. Lieutenant-Colonel Crehs and 
his party rode eighty miles in twenty-six hours. Our loss was 
3 men wounded and 2 horses kilh^d. Lieutenant-Colonel Gurney, 
Second Kcav York Yolunteer Veteran Cavalry, advanced through the 
lower part of the jiarish ynth about 300 (^avalry and a small regiment 
of infantry as a sup])ort. The infantiy halted at tlie ]Morgau\s Ferry 
road about eight miles from this ])lace. Lieutenant-Colonel Gurney 
captui*ed 6 men, 12 horses, and 15 small-arms. Major Magoffin, C. S. 
Aimy, a nephew of Ex-Governor Magoffin, of Kentu(‘ky, in attemj)ting 
to escape from our men, was mortally injured by a fall from his horse. 
Lieutenant Slack, C» S. ^^*iny, was mortally wounded and has since 
been reported dead. Our loss was 1 man wounded and 3 caiffured; 
also 2 horses killed. Lieutenant-Colonel Gurney’s expedition returned 
to camp on the 12th instant. 

Very resiiectfrilly, your obedient servant, 

M. K. LAWLEK, 

Brigadkr- Genera ?, Commayidimg, 

Capt. S. C. Farrington, 

Acting A^mtant Adjutant-Oemeral, 


AUGUST 11, 1864.—Skirmish near Sand Creek, Colo. Ter. 

No. 1.—Maj. Edward W. Wynkoop, First Colorado Ca\alry. 

No. 2.—^Lieiit. Joseph A. Cramer, h'iist Colorado Cavalr>. 

No. 3.—Lient. Horace W. Bald wLu, Independent Battor^\ (S)ior€ido Li^^lit Artillery, 
(‘ominandiuf? detachment First Colorado Cavalr,>, 

No. 4.—Lieut. Ira Quinhy, First Colorado Cavalry. 

Ko. I. 

Report of Maj. Edward W, Wgnl'oop^ First Colorado Canilri/. 

Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., Arngnsf LS^ 186L 
Sir: 1 have the honor to report, for the information of the colonel 
commanding, that on the 11th iimtant Avhile my ordnance sergeant, 
Kenyon, was a few miles north of this post in seiirch of a stray horse, 
he was pursued by fifteen Indians, they following him to within sight 
of tlie commissary building. In ten minutes I had thirty men in the 
saddle, and dividing them into two stpiads started them immediately 
in pursuit. The detachments were respectively commanded by Lieu¬ 
tenants Cramer and Baldwin, copies of Avhose reports I inclose. 
Toward night, after hearing that Lieutenant Cramer was fighting the 
Indians, and receiving a message from him to the effect that he belieVed 
there to be a very large body in his neighborhood on Sand Creek, I 
hurriedly dispatched Lieutenant (iuinby with thirty men to re-enforce 
Lieutenant Crumer. Xn the me£|,nwhile Oomiiany E, Captain Gray, 
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having arrived from Caiiip Wynkooi), I left them to garrison the post 
and followed in person with a section of the battery, Lieutenant Hardin, 
and a small detachment of (‘avalry. Captain Soule. 1 was accompanied 
by Captain Eobbins, chief of cavalry. It was very dark when I left 
tlu post, and I had gone but a few miles when a thunder-shower arose, 
making it impossible to know with aiiy certainty what direction I was 
proceeding. 1 still kept on, and after a march of over six hours suc¬ 
ceeded in tinding Sand Creek; there halting the command I sent out 
scouts and remained until daybreak. On account of having been 
thrown considerably out of my course by the storm, 1 was unable to 
find either Lieutenant Cramer or the whereabouts of the Indians. The 
Indians are supposed to be Kiowas. There is a probability that they 
are Araiiahoes. At all events, it is my inbmtion to kill all Indians I 
may come across until I re(*eive orders to the (*ontrary from headquar¬ 
ters. Just, as I was about leading* tlie post with the above-mentioned 
command two men wer(‘ driv^en in by the Indians who Avere proceeding 
up the river. I have received ofiidal intelligence to the effect that 
thirty men of Company A, First CaA^alry of ('olorado, liaA^e had a light 
with a large body of Indians, near the crossing of the Arkansas, and 
lost all their horses. A few days before that two men of (Vmipany A 
were murdered wlnle out alone; two men of ('ompany E whileat Camp 
Wynkoop are supposed also to liave been murdered. I desire also to 
report the fact that the carbines with which our regiment is armed are 
absolutely Avorthless, it being im])ossible to discharge over two-thirds 
of them. I am obliged to depend almost altogether on the pistol and 
saber, and you arc UAvare that a large number of the men are without 
pistols. 1 liave Jio doubt that the ])ost was surrounded by Indians for 
the purpose of (*ndeaA"oi*iug to run off* my herds, but so far I have 
entirely baffled them, not having lost a single head. 1 will continue 
to remain as vigilant as possible. 

All of Avhich is respe(*tfiilly submitted. 

I am, sii*, A"ery respectfully, your o])edient servant, 

E. W. WYInHvOOP, 

Major First Car. of Colo,, Vomdij, Fort Lyon, Colo, Tn\ 

J. S. uMAVNARB, 

Acty. Asht, Adjt. Gcn„ Dint, of Colo,, Denver, Colo, Ter, 


Xo. 2. 

Report of Lieat, Joseph A. (\'amer. First Colorado (Utvalry, 

Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., Anyiist 12^ 186L 
Sir: In pursuance to Special Orders, E’o. 109, dated at these head¬ 
quarters, Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., Atigmst 11, 1804, I started ffom this 
post at 12 m., ])roceeding down the river a distance of Tour or five miles 
and took a due nortli course for three miles, and there came in sight of 
a band of Indians Avho were Iroin live to six miles in advance of us, they 
going in a northeast direction. I immediately gave chase, and after a 
race of fifteen or twenty miles I came up with them, foui‘teen in num¬ 
ber, who immediately turned and charged my command, and at the 
same time end(^avoring to get to our rear. At the time that the fight 
commenced I had but six men; th(3 rest, Avhose horses had failed, were 
to oiu‘ rear, coming up as fast as possible. As soon as the rest of our 
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men had joined us we ad\auced, driving them and following them four 
miles, in \\hieh it Avas a running light, resulting in wounding four 
Indians and (‘upturing one pony, witli no loss on our sid(‘. T here sent 
baek a messcmger to report the fa(*ts to you, and ask for instructions. 

wer(‘ then twenty-live^ miles from the post: all of our horses given 
out. After a rest of a few moimmts A\e Avent over on ISand Creek for 
Avater, wliieh Ave found in abundance; then followed on for twenty miles 
fartlier, but Avere unable to get nearer than three quarters of a mile 
of them. Our horses all gave out but three. Went into camp on Sand 
Creek at an Indian crossing, Avhere from 100 to loO had crossed but an 
lioiir or two before Ave arriv<Ml, their trail leading southeast. At 10 at 
night there came u]) a A'cry lu^avy raiu-vstorm si)oilmg all our ammuni¬ 
tion, thereby obliging ns to start for tlie post, Avhere we arrh^ed a little 
after sunrise on the 12th, traveling a distance of ninety miles. 

Allow me here to speak of the iiieii who ace<)m])anied me, all of whom, 
V ith one evc'Cjdion, behaA^ed with coolness and bravery. I Avoiild more 
])articularly speak of Sergeant Forbes, Company T); (Vnporal Yakee, 
Company J); and Serg(^ant Jieed, of Company L, and recommend them 
to your noti<*e. Had we had good arms I am sativshed Ave could have 
(*a])tui*ed the Avhole band, but our carbines (Starr) Avere useless, only 
tAVo out of eleven that could he tired. 

Kespeetfully submitted to Major Wyuk(K>]) foi* approAUil. 

Verv respectfullA", vour obedient servant, 

JOS. A. OKAMElJ, 

^Second Lieutenant (^omj/any Firnt Cavalry of Colorado. 
Maj. E. W. Wynkoop. 


Ko. J. 

Eejwrt of Lieut, Jloraee TC. JJaldadn,^ Independent Battery Colorado Light 
Artillery, eommandlng detachment First Colorado (Uivalry, 

Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., Augufit isgj. 
Lieutenant: i Iiuat the honor to report that in compliance with 
Special Orders, No. IdO, dated Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., August 
11, 1804, I crossed the river at this ]>ost Avitli a command of one non¬ 
commissioned oftieer and tifteeii ])rivates of K Squadron, First Cavalry 
of Colorado. 1 proceeded doAvn the river on the south side until i liad 
satisfied myself that the Indians liad not crossed, and believing that J 
could rend<T‘ more efiective vseiwice by crossing I <*rosscd the river 
about twelAT miles beloAv this post ami immediately took tlie trail of 
the enemy. I followed this trail until about 4 p. in,, Avheii L met a 
messenger from Lieutenant Cramer’s command, Avho Aold mo that by 
riding five miles <lirectly north I Avould find Li(uitenant Cramer 
engaged Avith the Indians. 1 made all haste in the direction named, 
but failed to find Lieutenant Cramer. 1 continued to travel in this 
direction until it became so dark that 1 could not see an obje(*t at 100 
feet distant. I was at this time near the lime blulls on Sand Creek, 
but belioATug that it Avould not be safe tor me to camp Avith horses in 
such condition 1 marched back to the lakes, ten miles from Sand 
Creek, where 1 rested my stock about two hours. My men being very 
poorly supplied with clothing, and having no rations, the night being 
cold and rainy, I thought it advisable for me to retium to this post and 
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rei>ort agiiiii tor ordei'vs. My lueii Avere in the saddle about ei^^hteen 
lioiu\s and rode within that time wsixty-hye miles. I arrived at this 
post about one hour before daylight August 12, 18G1. 

Eesi)ectfully submitted. 

HOEAt'E W. BALI)Wl:^^ 

Heeond Lkni.^ Ind. Bntiy, Volo, VoL Ariy,^ Comdy, Detachment, 
Lieut. W. W. Dexlson, 

First Colorado Cavalry,, Post Adjutant, 


:No. 4. 

Beiyort of Litni, Ira Qninby,, Fiisf Colorado (UivaJry, 

P'^OPT Lyon, Lolo. Tee., August 12^ ISOI , 
SiK: Agreeable to Hpeeial Orders, IsTo. 1G9, dated Fort Lyon, Colo. 
Ter., August 11, ordering me uith twenty men of (Vjmpaiiy K, PTrst 
Cavalry of Colorado, to re-eiifor(‘e Lieutenant Cramer, I left this post 
at 7.30 p. 111 . the 11th and proceeded as 1 suiiposed in the direction he 
had taken, but owing to the darkness of the night I lost my waj^, and 
after wandering about until nearly midnight I camped until morning, 
then started in the direction I supposed he had gone. After traveling 
about fifteen miles I struck his tiail returning to this post, upon which 
I immediately letium^d. 1 did not see any Indians on the trip. 

1 am, sir, very resiiectfullv, your obedient servant, 

TEA QUmHY, 

First Lieut,,, First (kivah'y of Colorado^ Gomdg, Comjmny K, 
Maj, E. W. Wynkoop, 

Commanding Fort Lyon,^ Colo, Ter, 


AUGUST 11, 1864.—Skirmish at Hartville, Mo. 

Bei)orts of Brig, Gen, John B, Sanborn,, U, H, Army,, commanding Dis¬ 
trict of Southwest Missouri, 

Spuingfield, Mo., August FJ, tShf, 
There was some fighting at Hartville on Thursday night between 
the troox)s stationed at tliat post and rebel force supposed to be Tra(*y’s 
command, about 200 numj result is yet unknown. The rebel force 
came troin Texas County. A reconnaissance iiom Eolla to that county 
would probably be attended with favorable results. Colonel FreemaiPs 
command is at Hi(*knian IMills, on Strawbeii’y, said to consist of 1,500 
men, well armed and mounted. Shelby’wS headipiarters on Monday last 
were two miles north of Batesville. HivS command there said to amount 
to 3,500 men. Colonel Dobbin called on him for re-enforcements this 
day, representing that he uas hard presvsed by our tiuops between De- 
vail’s Bluff and ITeleua. From the most reliable information I can gel, 
the for(*e of the enemy that ean reach my outposts without opposition 
is as follows: GenerarShelby’s, 3,500; ('oloiiel Freeman’s, 1,500; Majors 
Nichols, Brown, Pi(‘kler, and Tracy, 700; aggregate, 7,200 \ ?]. The iie 
ibrmatioii 1 have concerning IMaruuuluke’s command is (‘ouflicting as 
to its position, some reports being that it is in the rear oi* General 
Steele’s lines, and some that it is in front. All these forces, 1 think, 
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except Bobbin’s and Marinaduke’s, are likely to advan(*e tliis fall if 
they can subsist, and this they can do in roasting-ear time. I think 
that ordinary prudence requires that one more battery should be sta¬ 
tioned at Springfield for sixty days, until the last of October. Every¬ 
thing is quiet in the district, with the exception of the Hartville afiair. 

JOHIN B. 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 

Maj. O. D. OnEENE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


ISiuaNGFiELD, Mo., Augnat 20^ 1S6J, 
The force on CViwskin Prairie jiroved to b(^ three squadrons of 
Adair’s regiment, of Stand Watie’s command, added to the busli- 
whackers. It has been driven trom that section with a loss of 1 ofiieer 
and 4 men killed and gone to some jioint in the ^n'cinity of Fort Shiith. 
The force that came near Hartville was Tracy’s (‘oimnand and was 
immediately driven back south, with a loss of 1 killed and 3 wounded. 
Bands of fi^om fifteen to thirty-five men (rebels) are nightly passing 
south in unti-equented paths. Citizens and soldiei*s pursuing have 
captured some horses, but as yet none of the inmi. They commit no 
depredations more than to steal a horvse now and then. Nearly all the 
recruits and poorly armed men of General Bhelby’s (‘ommand w<n*e at 
or within one day’s mar<*h of Batesville (north) last Sunday. Shelby 
failed to re-enforce Bobbin in season to enable him to hold liis position 
and Bobbin retreated, losing 17 men killed and some prisoners and 
horses. Bobbin received some 3,000 stand of arms across the Mississippi 
Eiver below Helena some two or three weeks since, with which the 
recruits in Northern Arkansas are being armed. He also received 
ammunition. Some of his line officers say tliat Little Eoek is to be 
taken before any effort is made to advance into Missouri; others that he 
is to advance anyway and before long. I think his plans aiid designs 
will develop within the next two or three weeks. The enemy’s move¬ 
ments known here now would seem to indiciate an attack upon Little 
Eock or our lines of communications to it. Everytliing is quiet in the 
district. 

JOUK B. ISAKBOEK, 

Commanding District, 

Maj. O. B. Gkeene, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


AUGfUST 11-13, 1864.—Expedition from Helena to Kent’s Landing, Ark. 

Report of Gajgt. MU Ramsey,^ JSlxfietJi C, H, Colored Troops. 

Helena, Ark., August 14^ AS‘6‘i, 

Sir : 1 have the honor to report the progress and result of a scout 
under my command, composed of four commissioned officers and sev¬ 
enty-five men of the Sixtieth U. S. Colored Infantry and six men from 
Battery 0, Second TJ. S. Colored Light Artillery. Embarked on board 
steamer H. A. Homeyer at 5.30 p. m. 11th instant; arrived at Kent’s 
Landing at 10.30 p. m. Leaving ten men under cliarge of a lieutenant 
to guard the boat, J proceeded with my command to tlie plantation 

J.6 R R—yoi^ x;.!, PT T 
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occupied by a Mr, Miller, at which place I expected to liiidtwo desert¬ 
ers from Battery C, Second U. S. Colored Light Artillery, but they, 
having heard ns while ejecting a landing, made their escape. 
Thence we marched to the place of Mr. Nash for the purpose of cap- 
tui‘ing a rebel soldier by the name of Bell. He having made his 
escape, and the night being exceedingly dark and rainy, 1 allowed the 
men to rest till daylight, when we marched to Mr. Short’s, but finding 
nothing we returned to the boat, having ac(*ompiished nothing, save 
taking four horses. At i p. m. 12tli instant u“ot under way and went 
up the river to Hamlins. Sent the guides and one lieutenant, 
mounted, to obtain what information they could. They ascertained 
that there was a force of rebels within seven miles, variously estimated 
from 200 to 800, and that theii* object in that neighborhood was to 
co-operate with a force in Mississippi in crossing over arms and ammu¬ 
nition into Arkansas, at the head of Buck Island. On learning this 1 
run up to the island and anchored out in the stream until daylight, 
Avhen I got under Avay for Helena, stopping at Mr. Diamond’s and 
Miller’s, where 1 suc(‘eeded in capturing the two deserters aforemen¬ 
tioned. Arrived at Helena U p. m. 13th instant, having taken during 
the expedition 0 horses, 3 mules, and 7 head of cattle. The roads 
were in very bad condition, and it raiiuM almost continually, and it 
was impossible, under the circumstances, to accomplish more. 

ELI RAIMSEY, 

Cajiinitt, ( . A'. (Uylorvd hi/antrif^ (Commanding Hcoat, 


AUGUST 11-19, 1864.—Operations in Johnson County, Mo., with skirmish 

(12th) near Holden. 

Evporf of Mririllr (7. Foster^ /Seventh Mifinonri State Jlllitia 

GavaJrg. 

Holden, ]\Io., Angnsf so, W04. 

I have the honor to make f ri-monthly report of marches, scouts, &c., 
of tro()i)s under my command, as follows: 

xUigust 11, took Licuiteiiant Marr and twenty men; went on scout to 
Walnut Creek; found nothing. Iletiiriied on the 13th; traveled fifty 
miles. Same day Lieutenant 'Pharis, with fifteen men of Ooinpaiiy 0, 
went on toot scout north on Blackwater. lieturned on the 13th, having 
discovered nothing; traveled thirty miles. 

August 12, Oori)oral Adams, with ten men ('om])any (i, in (duu'gc of 
forage train, eucountered Hutchinson’s gang, eight in number, at 
Lotspeich’s; had lively skirmish; cai)tiired guns. 

August 10, took Lieutenant Marr and thirty men; went to Norris 
Creek; found nobody; went to Hon(\v (’reek; saw three bushwhackers; 
ran them out of their huts. Eetiumed on the 19th; traveled vseventy 
miles. Same day (’ai)tain Baker and lieutenant (Jombs, with thirty 
men, drove l^anther and Wabiiit (’reeks^ traveled thirty miles. 

August 17, Lieutenant J^haris, with twenty-five men, was sent in 
pursuit of tlie gang that burned the stage. Could not find them. 
Returned on the 18th; fraveled forty miles. 

Yovy res])ectftilly, youi* obedient servant, 

MELL. H. FOSTEB, 
Captain, Commanding, 

Lieut. J. N. Uennooiv, 

Adjt 7th Megt. Gai\ Mmonri /State MIL, Warremburg, Mo, 
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AUGUST 11-OCTOBER 28, 1864.—Operations against Indians in Nebraska 
Territory, with skirmish (September 20) near Fort Cottonwood, 

Gen. Robert B, Mitchell,'ll. S. Aviii^, couimautUii^ Distiut ot Ne> 
])i nbka. 

Ko. 2.—Lieut. Thomas Flauagau, Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, commanding detach- 
immt of artillery. 

No. 1. 


Beport of Urlif. (hu, Robert B. MifehelU U. R, Army, eommandiny BiS' 

triet of Xebrasht, 

Headqx^arters Distrk't of Nebraska, 

Omaha, Xehr. Ter.^ October 14, IHOl, 
Major: I liax^e tlie honor to transmit herewith a joiirnaP of the 
0 ]>erations of the troops under my coniinand after leaving camp at 
Chalk Bluffs, on Solomon liiver, September 8,1804, until Seiitember 24, 
1804, at which time active oi)erations ceased. Subsecfuent to the time 
of the operations as detailed in the Journal inclosed my movements 
were conducted over a country so well known to the military that I 
did not deem a journal necessary, and therefore submit the following 
synopsis of my movements: I remained at (hfftonwood two days to 
recruit the horses and secure the necessary supplies, marching at vsun- 
down, September 17, 1804, up the Platte Itiver, intending if possible to 
strike a band of Binile Sioux in the neighborhood of Avsh Hollow, pro¬ 
ceeding without anything of interest occurring until arriving at the old 
California (bussing, wher<^ I met a small band of Ogalalla Sioux under 
the guidance of Two Fac'e, who has been our friend from the first. J 
gave thCvse Indians ])rotection, sending them to Cottonwood. I crossed 
the river at this ])oint, moving as ra])idly as poSvsible to Ash Hollow, 
and through that across the North Platte on the. Little Bhu^ We were 
too late, however, as the Indians had fled northwest through the Sand 
Hills to the headwaters of the Lou]) Pork or Niobrara Eivers. Their 
trails were all ])()inting that way. I ordered (^a])tain O’Briem with his 
company and one howitzer, xi]) the P)hie, and moved down the North 
Platte with the remainder of my command, proceeding with as much 
rai)idity as practicable with th(^ worn-out condition of my horses to 
(\Tlar Bluffs, finding no Indians. Prom there I moved toward Cotton¬ 
wood, arriving at that post Se])tember 24, having marched in the aggre¬ 
gate since leaving that post 212 miles, seeing no hostile Indians save 
an occasional scout. I was satisfied that farther ])ursuit for the ])resent 
was useless. I immediately placed my troo])s at suitable points along 
the lines of (ioinmunication between Julesburg and the Kansas line, 
xvith orders to patrol in su<*h a manner as to thorouglily i)rote(*t the 
route and yet enable them to put their horses in condition for a ra])id 
march after hostile Indians should o])portunity offer. The Pawnees 
were ordered home and the rolls containing their accounts sent to^our 
headquarters for action. I returned to these headquarters as soon as 
1 felt satisfied my orders were being carefully carried out. 

I am, major, your obedient servant, 

EOBEBT B. MITCHEI^, 

BrUjadier- General, (hmmauding, 

Maj. 0. S. Oharlot, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Kansas. 


^ Omitted. 
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Ec])ort of Lmif, lliomas Flamijan^ t<lrteeiitli Kmmos Cavalry, com- 
maadhiy detachment of artillery, 

Fokt Leavenworth, 1van«., No vernier —, 1801, 

Sir: In coiiii>lian(*e vitli your (‘onunnuication of October 31 ^ 1864, I 
liereuitli trajrsinit my report of expedition after hostile Indians: 

I left Fort Leav(nivorth, Kans., on the 11th of Aiigust^ 1864, with 
two pieces of artillery and thirty-five men foi‘ Omaha, Hebr. Ter. At 
I^lattsinouth 1 was ordered to disembark on account of the low stage 
of water and proceed by land to Fort Kearny, Kebr. Ter. 1 left Platts- 
mouth August 17, trav<ding on what is called the ridge road, but water 
is so scarce the animals had to be watered with buckets; wood is also 
scarce, ]>ut grass is good. About forty miles west of Plattsmouth I 
saw the first indications of alarm amongst the settlers on account of 
the Indian troubles. I met about 200 men, women, and (*hildren leav¬ 
ing their houses and their all behind them for fear of their hostilities. 
I advised them to return, but their teri*or was too great to allow them 
to do so. 1 found the houses on the road all deserted and the fences 
carried away by passing trains. Those people were, in my opinion, 
very foolish for leaving, as there was Jiot an Indian to be seen in that 
section of the country. If they had stopped, collected together, and 
built a fort on some stream and *pla(*ed their families there, there would 
have been no occasion for their leaving and having their property 
destroyed. I arrived at Junction Bran(*h, on the Platte River, August 
22,18^. Here the three roads from Plattsmouth join—^the river road, 
the ridge road, and the lower road. Here I would note and recommend 
the lower road as mu(di preferable for traveling to either of the other 
two. At this point, forty miles east of Kearny, there is an abundance 
of wood and a plentiful supply of good water and grass. August 24, 
arrived at Fort Kearny, having traveled the distance of 212 miles in 
seven days. Here I found Major-General Curtis and Brigadier-General 
Mitchell organizing and making arrangements for an expedition against 
hostile Indians. 

I left Fort Kearny September I with the command for Plum Creek, 
thirty-five miles west of Kearny; arrived there at sundown that even¬ 
ing. The road is level along the Platte Bottom, with good grass and 
water. About half a mile east of Plum Creek are the graves of eleven 
men, murdered by the Indians on the 8th of August, and the remains 
of a train they had burned. The number of guns having been increased 
to five pieces, by one ftom Saint Joseph, and two at Kearny, two 
pieces were ordered to report to Captain Gove, commanding General 
Curtis’ escort. One piece was ordered to report to Colonel Livingston, 
commanding First Nebraska Veteran Volunteer Cavaliy, and I was 
ordered to report to Colonel Summers, commanding Seventh Iowa Cav¬ 
alry, with two pieces and a detachment of sixteen men. September 3, 
left Plum Creek and marched in a southwest direction about forty miles, 
and camped on the Republican River. Ko wood on the line of this 
day’s march, but good grass and water when we reached the Repub¬ 
lican. Crossed the river next morning; crossing bad in conse(iuence of 
quicksands. Saw where a party of Sioux Indians had camped about 
ten days previous. Scouts were immediately sent out, but failed to 
discover in what direction they had gone. We then marched up a 
canon for about two miles in length, in some places so narrow that a 
wagon had scarcely room to go throiigh. The hills around here are 
barren of everything but buffalo grass, which is of a whitish color, 
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Tlus grass is good for liorses, but so sliort tliat (‘ousiderabb^ time is 
required to collect a sufficient sup})ly for auy considerable number of 
animals. September 4, we encamped on a creek called Crooked ^Nose 
by tlie Indians; good grass, wood, and water here. Pawnee Indians 
who a(*companied the command as guides and scouts killed some 
buffalo. As yet we had not discovered any of the hostile Indians. 
September 5, marched at 7 a. m., having sent out a pioneer party to make 
crossings for the wagons and artillery. Camped on the Beaver Creek 
that night, which is a nice stream with plenty of wood, water, and grass. 
While here IVIaii*. R. H. Hunt was sent out with a detachment of 
alry and one piece of artillery to look out for Indians. September b, 
moved to Prairie Dog Creek; here Maj. E. H. Hunt and his command 
joined us, having during the previous evening and to-day traveled 
over 100 miles of the country, but saw no Indians, lie found an 
Indian pony, and saw other signs of them, without discovering them. 
September 7, reached Solomon’s Pork. It is a S])lendid stream, good 
wood, grass, and water; ffiom here Captain Wilcox, Seventh Iowa Cav¬ 
alry, was sent out with ids company on scout, and here the command 
was divided, General Curtis taking the Pirst I^ebraska Veteran Volun¬ 
teer Cavalry, one comi)any lil’ebraska militia, and a detachment of the 
Eleventh Ohio Cavahy and one company Eleventh Kansas Cavalry; 
General Mitchell taking the Seventh Iowa Cavalry and two pieces of 
artillery and Indian scouts. Seiffember 8, General (hirtis marched 
east, and General Mitchell west, to whose command 1 was attached. 
We marched up Solomon’s Pork about twenty miles; here we encamiKid 
waiting the return of Captain Wilcox’s command, which joined us 
that evening; he saw no Indians, but saw signs; found the idace where 
a large body of them had encamped but a short time irrevious. Caj)- 
tain Wilcox reports to have seen wagon tracks and white men’s foot¬ 
prints in the sand. September 9, marched in the direction of Medicine 
Lake, which is about forty miles south of Cottonwood Springs. One 
of the scouts reported this a favorite place for Indians. September 10, 
started out at 4 a. m., marched in a uorthAvesterly direc'tiou about forty 
miles, and cami)ed on Prairie Dog Creek, about tldrty-six miles above, 
where the command had previously crossed; good grass, wood, and 
water. September 11, marched to Beaver Cretdf, traveling in a north¬ 
west direction. September 13, encamped on Crooked Kose Creek; saw 
a few buffalo, did iu)t kill any. The horses wei^e now getting into a 
poor condition li*om the necessarily^ long marches and the want of corn. 
The want of picket-roi)es Avas greatly against the cavalry, Avho had none, 
and was soon apparent on their animals. They took their horses out to 
graze for two or three hours in the evening after they came into (‘amp 
ftom a hard day’s march, then tied them up to a rope stretched ftom one 
wagon wheel to another for the night; this was all they got until next 
evening. I had lariats for all my horses, and they were all the time in 
a serviceable condition. September 13, marched to Eepublicau Eiver 
and camped just below the mouth of Medicine Lake Creek. Captain 
Murphy, of Seventh Iowa Cavalry, was ordered out from this point 
with his command on scout. September 14, moA^ed camj[) to Medicine 
Lake Creek. It is a stream about ten yards Avide, with about four feet 
depth; th^e banks high, rocky, and precipitous; good fish in this river. 
Laid over here until the 14th, until Oai)tain Murphy’s command joined 
us, and to give the horses rest. Captain Murphy joined us 14th with 
his command; saw no Indians on his scout. S(q)tember 15, started on 
march very early this morning; had marched about ten miles when the 
scouts came charging back, and report<Tl Indians in our front. The 
general ordered a charge, but as soon as we came in sight oi' the sup- 
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posed Indians tiny turned out to l>e an independent company of Colo¬ 
rado rangers, hunting* Indians like ourselves. September IG, camped on 
Medicine Lake. This is a favorite pla(*e for Indians to winter their sto(*k. 
We saw a great many ('ottonwood trees that had been cut down by the 
Indians, the bark of the small limlis being eaten by their ])onies when 
the grass is covered with snow. The lake is small, with high hills 
around it. The stream that runs from the lake runs in a southeast di¬ 
rection, until it empties itself into the Eepiiblican. There is good wood, 
grass, and water at the lake, and all along the stream. Se])tember 17, 
marched to Fort Cottonwood, Hebr. Ter.,- arrived at that ])ost about 
10 p. m. The country to the back of ('ottonwood is barren.' Eemained 
here until September 19, Marched at sundown up the river. J was 
taken sick and did not accompany the command. September 20, 
remained at Cottonwood sick. A i)arty of eight soldiers was sent out 
to-day to look for plums for sick in hospital; while on this duty they were 
surprised by a i)arty of Indians sixty to se^xmty in number 5 four of 
them were killed, and their bodies found next day mangled in a horiible 
manner; the remainder made their way back to cami). This occurred 
about three miles Aoni (*anip, and the men belonged to the Seventh Iowa. 
The commanding officer sent out a company in wagons to follow their 
trail until the next day, but the country became so broken they had 
to return, unable to proceed; they were unsuccessful. If they had been 
mounted they would certainly have overtaken them. This conii)aiiy 
found three ponies dead where the soldiers encountered the Indians 
the day previous, and it is almost certain some of the Indians were 
killed. General Mitchell returned with his command to Cottonwood 
September 26, The artillery was left at Cottonwood; I took charge, 
and remained with the same; and had the horses all reshod. A gi'eat 
many reports reach us of depredations committed by the Indians. 
Troops are stationed all along the line from Plum Creek to Julesbnrg, 
at distances of fifteen miles apart, chiefly to escort the mail. October 
12 , received orders Ixom Colonel Livingston, commanding Sub-Distri(*t 
of IS'ebraska, to turn over the guns and equipments in my possession 
to the conunanding officer at Fort (Cottonwood, and to report Avith 
my detachment to my company headquarters, Fort Leavenworth, and 
started at 4 o’clock that evening, and reached Gillmau’s Eanch, fif¬ 
teen miles east of Cottonwood, where Ave encamped for the night. Oc¬ 
tober 13, met the coach about 10 a. in. Were told by tlie passengers 
that the Indians attacked them the CA^eniug preAuous about sundown, 
wounding one soldier and one cmKaii passenger; that afternoon saw 
an Indian standing on a hill, aud in about ten minutes after we first 
observed him about fifty or sixty Indians (*ame charging out of tlie hill 
toward us. I immediately ordered the wagons to halt, brought the men 
into line, nineteen in number, when the Indians, seeing our for(‘e, 
halted for about five minutes, and then charged back to the hiUs. There 
were but seven reA'olvers amongst the whole party, and without other 
arms we retired to an old stable on the road and quite near to us. Here 
remained all night ready to defend ourselves if attacked. About 10 
o’clock that night four soldiers of the First lil'ebraska Yeteran Volun¬ 
teer Cavalry came galloping doAm the road, and reported that the 
Indians had attacked a detachment of their company Avho were in the 
hills on scout after Indians, and adAdsed us to keep a strict watch aud 
be ready, as there was great danger. The soldiers were on theii* way to 
Plum Creek for re-euforcements. We passed the night Avithout any 
attack, and on October 14 reached Plum Creek, and found all the troops 
out after the Indians, with one piece of artillery. October 15, reached 
Fort Kearny and remained there until the 20th. Here we drew mus- 
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kets and aininuiiition wuM(M<nit for our protection and <lefense, and 
.started for Fort Leayenwortb on tlie 20th. Found all tlie ranehe« on 
the Ijittle Bine burned, and to the best of niy opinion the owners of 
these raiudies are with the Indians. There was plenty of wood and 
water on my route between Kearny and Fort IjeaA^enworth. Made the 
trip in eight days and a half, arriving at flie fort on tlie ev<ming of the 
2StU of (Tetober, 1804. 

In my Judgment the best time and manner to hunt Indians is to start 
about the middle of May, leave all wagons behind, take mules and pa(*k 
th(‘m; a mule will carry from 250 to 500 pounds; then they can go over 
the same ground that tlie Indians do, get on their trail and i<)llo\v it u]> 
until they are (*aught. in the summer of 1800 four coinpaiiies of the 
Fourth [First) U. S. C\avalry, commanded by Major Sedgwick, starte<L 
from Fort liiley, Kans., after Kiowas, but (*ould not overtake the Indi¬ 
ans on account of their being encumbered with w^agons; so they left 
their w'ugons at Fort Lamed and starte<l with pack-mules. The result 
was that the Indians were overtaken in twenty-live days on the hea<l- 
w'aters oi* the Smoky Hill Eiver, and gave ihtnn a sev(n*(^ thrashing. 

As to the utility of artillery my oxmiion is not favorabh^ The In¬ 
dians fight so s<‘attered and are so seldom found in solid bodies, that 
artillery (*aimot be effective. Th<‘ least ])()ssible incumbram^e is neces¬ 
sary to rapid movements; and the arrangemenls whicli facilihiL* such 
movements will most nearly ap])roacli success. 

The couutiy through whidi wt ]>asse(l this summer has a great same¬ 
ness. This country has a greater altitude than berc^^ aud in the high¬ 
lands is coiuparati vely barren. No grass, wood, or wa ter is to be found 
of any (*onse(pien(*(s except on the (reek bottoms, and back from there 
nothing growxs Imt buffalo grass. Tli(‘ land is also very broken, with 
deep ravin(\s leading into tln^ streams; and in lrav(ding through the 
C(uiiitry it is n<^(*essary to take one of the ridges to g("t to tlie streams. 
The exxxrlition, although not eimountcrin^ Indians in numbers, nor 
a(*complishiug any great defeat or startling surxu'ises. is not without its 
effect. The exiDedition itscifwuil show'the determination of the (iov- 
eruinent to x^unish them for thieving aud miird(‘r. And our movements, 
although I'apid, failing to dis(*ov(r them, show' lanv mneh they w^ere in 
fear of us, as tlu^ country through which w^e ])assed w'as almost (‘leared 
of them; they receded as wo advanced, and, on the wiiole, the exxiedi- 
tion will have a moral and I trust a lasting influence. 

I lniv(‘ the honoi* to b(‘, captain, your obedient servant, 

TUGS. FLANAGAN, 

1s‘t TAeut, Vo, A/, 16th Kans, Vol, ()ai\,, Vomdg, Detach, of Post Arty, 
rapt. T). J. (^RAl(:JTE, 

Assistant Adjatanf-Generalj J)ist, of North Kansas, 


AUGUST 12, 1864.—Affair in the San Andres Mountains, HT. Mex. 

Report of Capt, Jienrif d. Vreeiie, First Valifornia fnfantrp, 

Hkaix^uarters Fort MoEae, 
District of Fort Craig,, NF, Mex,,, Avgust 1864, 
Sir: L have the honor to intbrm you that to information 

received from you by sx)ecial exx)ress, dated 11th instant, I mounted 
one officer and fifteen men aud x>i*oceeded in seardi of the Indians who 
liad been committing (lex)redations. Other x>iirtievS sent from this ])ost 
at the same time S(*onre(l the Jornada to Sau I>ieg(» Crossing. Pro- 
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witli iny]wnty I took \\\\ easterly direction to\vard tlie San 
Aiidi’es Moiiiitaiiis. About tliirty-five miles ii*oui the post E tbmul tbe 
trail of the Indians a])]>aientlv two days’ old. Proceeding on this trail 
1 oveitook the Indians and stock shortly alter sundown on the 12th 
instant. Taking advantage of the darkness the Indians made their 
esca])e. They had probably seen us coining fioin a distance. They 
left in our hands some 5,000 head of sheep, 5 burros, and 1 horse. I 
saw signs of a number of mules having passed one or two days in*e- 
viously. I retmned to this i)ost on the 13th instant. 1 am informed 
b,y the owner of the captured stock that it was captured b?oni him some 
thirteen days pre\iously. Had timely notice been given I have no 
doubt but what the mules would have been recovered and the Indians 
chastised. 1 am patrolling the road to San Diego Crossing and assui’e 
you that Indians with stock cannot pass me unmolested. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. A. GEEEi^E, 

Captain, Fir,si Iufty. (California Voh\, Oonmianding Pofit 

Lieut. Col. C. M. Bennett, 

Fin,t Car. Cal. Vols., Conuhj. Pist. of Port Craig, X. Me.i\ 

[ludoistiiient J 

Headquahteus District op Fort C^raio, 

Augiist 15, 1861. 

On the night of the 11th at L^araje 1 learned of this Indian attack. 
I immediately sent an order to Major Greene to take his departui*e 
with his command in pursuit of the depredators. The express left 
Paraje at 10 p. m. Before daylight the next morning Major Greene 
and command were in pursuit of these Indians. As usual with Major 
Greene he was suc(*essful. His jiroinjitness and energy entitle him and 
his command to great pi^aise. 

EespectfuUy, 

C. E. BEKNETT, 

Lietit Cot First Cavalry California Yoh., Commanding, 


AUGUST 12-16, 1864.—Scout on the Fort Union road, near Port Garland, 

Colo. Ter. 

Beyort of Capt. Charles Kerher, First Colorado Cavalry, 

Fort Garland, Colo. Ter., August 22, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I started from this i)ost on the 
12th instant with four men of my squadron, under the guidance of 
Thomas Thagan, to intercept a party of guerrillas hunted by Lieutenant 
Sharp and Marshall Hunt. 1 struck from here for the head of the 
Cucharas, and followed that river down to the Fort Union road, looking- 
for tra(*es, but without result. The first day I traveled sixty-five miles. 
On the 13th 1 followed along the Fort Union road to the Apishapa, then 
wStruck northeast to Cai)tain Craig^s ranch, on the Huerfano; traveled, 
forty-two miles. On the 14th I marched up the Huerfano to the Fort 
Union route and found that two guerrillas had been at the ranch of a 
Frenchman lining on the crossing about two hours before I arrived 
there. Both guerrillas, one of them a tall man and the other a middle- 
sized man, had no hats, but bought two hats, pants, boots, &c., also a 
half of a hog there. They said that they had nothing to eat for the last 
two days. It was alxnit 8 p. m. when 1 arrived at the ranch. I had trav- 
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eled already thirty miles. 1 took up the trace of those meu, hut it took 
Thomas Thagan a long time to trace these fellows out in the bushes, 
but at an hour before sunset we got on the prairie; tlieii we galloped 
for about fifteen miles on their trace across the prairie, but they reached 
the Oedai'S before we arrived there, as it was niglit. 1 camped fifteen 
miles above the Union road-crossing of the Cuchai‘as without fire and 
without unsaddling. On the 15th I started live miles liack on my trail 
to take up the trace of the Texans again, and found that we camped 
that night about a mile apart. The guerrillas cam])ed under a rock 
upon a high hill, and then they followed along the rocky reach up the 
Cucharas. We had to lead our horses most of the time, and the tracing 
was very difficult amongst those rocks. Once, tliougli, we have been 
so close to them that we heard them call each other, and we had all 
oui‘ arms ready to shoot when they disappeared again amongst those 
j)ihons and rocks. Here Thagan lost their trace altogether. I had to 
give up the chase for that day because we had had nothing to eat from the 
time we left Craig’s ranch. 1 struck Colonel Francisco’s ranch, where 
we got cofifee and bread. On that evening J tbund out that two Amer¬ 
icans were seen half way between Cucharas and Huerfano, sailing for 
the mountains in a great hurry. On the ICth I gave Thomas Thagan 
three meu and I took one with me and took up the chase again. We 
found the trace, but those scoundi‘els took the highest and most rocky 
mountains I ever ti*aveled over, and I had to give ui) tlie chaise again. 
On that evening I returned to this post. The following day I started 
out a fresh party, but with still less success. 

In those few days I traveled over 220 miles, with two days’ rations 
in our saddle-bags, and very bad forage for our horses. If I was not 
so happy as to catch those- scoundrels, so have I, though, the consola¬ 
tion that I made them ran for their lives. 

Finally, I must request to be supplied so soon as possible with car¬ 
bine ammunition and some few thousand of percussion caps. My 
requisitions are sent in long ago, but up to this date not tilled. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your most obedient, 

CHARLES KBRBER, 
Gajptam, First Cavalry of Colorado. 

Capt. J. C. Anderson, 

Aotbiy Assistant Adjutayit-Oeneral, Denver. 


AUGUST 12-16, 1864.—Operations in Ray and Carroll Counties, Mo,, with 
skirmish (12th) at Fredericksburg. 

K.IGDPORTS. 

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, U. S. Army, commanding District of Nortli 
Missoiu'i. 

No. 2.—Col. Edwin C.'Catherwood, Sixth. Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 3.—^Maj. John Grimes, Fifty-first Infantry Eiu’olled Missouri Militia. 

No. 4.—Lieut. Isaac N, Henry, Foity-fourth Missouri Infantry. 

hlo. 1. 

Reports of Brig, Gen. Clintoji B. FisJc, U. 8. Army, commanding District 

of North Missouri. 

Saint Joseph, Mo., August 13,1864. 
Bill Anderson’s guerrillas, numbering about 100, attacked Captain 
Colley’s company of Ray Oounty Milifia at Fredericksbrng, Ray 
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County, last nigM, A desperate conflict ensued, in whieli several of 
the guerrillas and Captain Colley and 4 of his men were killed. The 
Sixth [Missouri] Cavalry Veterans are pursuing Anderson, who is 
reported between Knoxville and Kingston this p. in. I am concentrat¬ 
ing force at Hamilton to join in the hunt. 

OLIKTOK B. FISK, 

Br}(}({(1 i er- Oen era L 

Col. 0.1). Ceeene, 

^ 1 ssiatant djatan f- (lenerah 


Saint Joseph, A'ligiisi 23^ I86i, 

T have the honor to report sueeessftil expeditions against the guer¬ 
rillas of this district. Detachments of the Seventeenth Illinois^Cavalry 
Volunteers, Kinth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Third Cavalry Mis¬ 
souri State Militia, First Iowa ('avalry Volunteers, and Sixth (Rivalry 
Missouri State AEilitia Veterans, aided by militia on duty in the river 
counties, have during the past week vigorously pursued and bought the 
guerrillas under Perkins, Roltzelaw, Cy. Gordon, Taylor, and .other 
guerrilla chieftains. Thirty-five bushwhackers have been killed. We 
have lost 2 men killed and 8 wounded. Oui‘ parties have taken no 
l)risoners, and are still in the chase. 

(^LIKTOK B. FISK, 

Brigadier’ (kneraL 

Major-General Hosecrans, 

Ida ini Lon is. 


Ko. 2. ^ 

Reports of CoL Edwin 0, Catherwood,, Hijctli Missouri Efate Militia 

Caralrg. 

Liberty, August 13,180L 

Captain Colley with about twenty Kay County Militia was attacked 
last night at Fredericksburg by BiU Anderson with seventy men. 
Captain Colley and 4 of his men were killed. 1 have several squads 
after them. They will not fight my men if they can possibly get ofi*. 
My horses are terribly run down. L do not want to press horses with¬ 
out positive orders. 

E. (\ CATHEEWOOD, 

Colonel,, Commanding, 

General Fisk. 


Headquarters Troops in the Field, 

TAherty, Mo.J"August 17,1801. 

General : Since my telegram of the 13th instant nothing of note 
has transpired. T returned yesterday ftom a chase after Bill Anderson 
and his gang. We followed nearly to the Carroll line, and as there 
were some 200 Kay County militia in close pui'suit and far ahead of me, 
and getting farther eveiy houi*, 1 sent dispatch to the commanding offi¬ 
cer to pursue them and returned. My stock is entirely worn down, 
liaving been on the go ever since we came, and were in very poor (con¬ 
dition when we received them at Saint Louis. 

This section of the country is entirely ftee from bushwhackers. I 
have not heard of the presence of one for four days. 
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1 ('ailed in all the (dtizens of the county and Kworc^ them into the S(a‘v- 
ice undei‘ General Orders, Xo. 107, and have sent them to their homes 
to act as scouts and iiiibrimnds. If you desire it I can send 100 men 
into Carroll County to clean it out. They killed quite a number of the 
Enrolled Missouri Alilitia in Hay County, but invariably on the ap- 
X>roach of any of my men would run. Being- so very inmdi better 
mounted tlian I am, they generally escaped. 

J am informed that (^iptain Taylor is positively dead. T have his 
horse and equipments. AVe have also (*a])tm‘ed some of the hors(^s, 
arms, an<i equipments lost by the Colorado men while here. 

I lia^v positive information that Thrailkill is very dangerously 
wounded—shot in the neck. A Union lady dressed his wound on Eri- 
(lay night last. There are several of them wounded and hidden through 
the county. Some have been taken to Platt<\ I think Thrailkill is in 
Platte. He was taken north and west of here tlie night mentioned. 

1 am, sir, very respe(*tfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. CATHKHWOOD, 

Colonel^ Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. C. B. Fisk, 

Commanding Dinirm of North Miasouri, 


Xo. ;h 

Eexiorts of MaJ. John Crimes, Fifty-first Infantry Unrolled Missouri 

Militia. 

Hkabquarteus, 
Eiehnond^ J/o., August li, lt<64. 

General: Immediately upon assuming command I sent Oapt. M. T. 
Eeal with part of Oomi)any B, Fifty-first Regiment Enrolled Missouii 
Militia, to take u]) a i)Osition at Pleasant View, Ray County, Mo., and 
Oapt. Patten Colley, with Company E, Fifty-first Regiment Enrolled 
Missouri Militia, to take U]) a i)osition at Fredericksburg, in Ray 
County, instm(*ting them to co-operate with each other ancl to keej) 
the country bordering upon the line between Ray and (day thoroughly 
scoured. On the 12th instant Oai)taiii Colley was informed by hiwS 
pickets that a body of bushwhackers were in the vicinity of his cam]>. 
He immediately started out in i)ursuit with a s(*out oi‘ twenty men. 
About four miles south of Frederi<*ksburg he was drawn into ambush, 
and after a desperate engagement, lasting thirty minutes, his (^ommaiul 
was overjiowered and disiiersed. Captain Colley an(i 4 of his men 
Avere killed; the rest of his men arrived in camp the next day. Be¬ 
lieving that the enemy would make an eftbrt to pass through the 
county, 1 immediately sent a messenger to Lient(uiant Baker, at Knox¬ 
ville, who had under his (*ominand a part of Company B, Fifty-first 
Regiment, and a part of Company C, Fourth Provisional Regimimt 
Enrolled Mssouri Militia, under comniaiid of Licuitenant McKown, and 
ordered him to move down the Knoxville road toward Richmond and 
attack the enemy wherever found, or fbrm a jiinctiou with Cax)t. C. 
Tiftiu, whom I sent immediately on the morning of the 13th instant 
wdth parts of Company C, Fourth Provisional Regiment Enrolled Mis¬ 
souri Militia, and Com])any F, PTfty-first Regiment Enrolled Missouri 
Militia, under command of Lieutenant Rolston, to a point six miles 
northwest of Richmond, to follow upon the trail of the enemy, and, if 
possible, drive them in the direction of Lieutenant BakePs command. 
The skirmish near Fredericksburg took place at 5 x). m. on the 12th in¬ 
stant. At 10 a. m. the next day the enemy passed six miles northwest 
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of Eicliiuoiid. At tiiirty minutes i)ast 10 a* im they crossed the Knox¬ 
ville road iiiue uiiles north of Richmond^ going east, halting but a few 
minutes at 12 m. northeast of Richmond, and theni)roceedingin a south¬ 
eastern (lirei'tion^ arrived at Aloberly’s Landing, in Carroll C^ountyj at 
10 j). m., traveling forty miles during the day. ('aptain Tiflin pro¬ 
ceeded in pursuit with all possible dispat(*h and formed a,junction with 
Lieutenant Baker at John Cameras, on the Knoxville road, nine miles 
north of Richmond. 1 have received no othdal dispatch from Captain 
Tilhn, but am informed through other soim^es that he was in five 
miles of the enemy on the morning of the llth instant, and in hot pur¬ 
suit. The enemy in passing through the county murdered three sol¬ 
diers—one returning from his home to Richmond, and two bearing a 
dispatch to Lieutenant Baker—and one citizen, burnt one house, stole 
a number of horses, and committed a number of other depredations. 
The enemy were under the command of Captain Anderson, and num¬ 
bered between 90 and 100 men. They are reported to have lovst 4 men 
in the skirmish near Fredericksburg. 

The loss of CaiRain Colley is much to be deplored; he was a brave 
and energetic officer and has contributed greatly both as a citizen and 
a soldier to the furtherance of the Union cause in our (*ounty. 

When the s(*out retimis I will report the result. 

Yours, respectfully, 

JOHN CRIMES, 

M((joi\ Eefft. Enrolled Missouri Militia, 

Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk. 


Headquabters, 
Elclmoud, Mo.^ Aug'iist 18^ 1864, 


On the evening of the 10th instant the scout in pui‘suit of the band 
of bushwhackers under the command of the notorious Anderson, and 
referred to in my first re]3ort, returned to cami) at Richmond. Captain 
Tiffin, after leaving Moberly’s Landing on the morning of the 14th 
instant, continued the i)ursuit as rapidly as his jaded horses and 
exhausted men would admit of. The Carroll County militia united 
their forces with his, swelhng his command to about 250 men. On 
Sunday, the 14th instant, about 12 okdock, he came up with the enemy 
on the east side of Wakenda Prairie, where they had taken u]) a posi¬ 
tion ill a dense body of timber and undergrowth. After a des])erate 
engagement, lasting about thirty minutes, the enemy Avere driven from 
the ground and continued their reti*eat to Grand River, whidi they 
crossed at Rocky Ford. Oin* loss Avas 4 killed and 0 A\^ounded. The 
loss of the enemy Avas much greater. There is every reason to believe 
that theii‘ leader, Anderson, is either dead or mortally wounded. 

YourvS, fiillv, 


General C. B. Fisk, 

Commanding,, &e. 


JOHN GRIMES, 

Major,, Commanding, &e. 


No. 4. 

Report of JAeut, Isaae N, Henry, Forty-fotirth Missouri Infantry, 

Hamilton, Mo., August li, 1864. 

Bear Sir: T haA-e just returned from a scout after a band of guer¬ 
rillas in Ray County. You have no doubt had fabulous dispatches 
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from various pertsons in regard to said guerrillas^ and by pervsons, too, 
who have i-emained at soin(^ distant post irom them. Now, sir, I was 
after them, saw their tracks, and the victims of th(dr butcheries, and 
therefore I will give you nothing but facts; hence T proceed: On last 
Friday Capt. P. Colley, of the Ray (^ounty Enrolled Missouri IVIilitia, 
and about twenty of his men was attacked by 130 guerrillas under 
Anderson, Chestnut, and Taylor, at Fredericksburg, in Ray County, 
which resulted in the killing of Capt. P. Colley and 4 of his men, and 
the wounding of several more. Colley was one of tlie best captains in 
the Enrolled Missouri Militia of Ray Cbunty. The guerrillas lost 0 
killed and several wounded, Avhen trolley’s men were overijowered and 
had to retreat to Richmond for safety, &(*. The ginuTillas then lett 
Fredericksburg in a northeasterly direction, (Tossing tlie State road 
leading from Hamilton to Iticlimond, about four miles south of Knox¬ 
ville, where they captured two militiamen, viz, Samuel Forseen and 
Daniel Yansant, who were bearing dispatches to Riclimond to Copper¬ 
head Major (rriines, (*ommanding Ray County Militia. They killed both 
of these men, cutting Forseeif s throat from ear to ear and then scalped 
him. They also killed James Maupin, a citizen militiaman; they shot 
him in his wagon. They robbed several citizens, stole a good many 
horses in their course, and then struck ofr in a southeasterly course, 
crossing Bast [Fork of] Crooked River at KeaPs Mills, about two miles 
and a half south of Millville, Ray County, Mo.; thence to Shaw’s Shop 
and on in the direction of the Missouri River, at the mouth of the Wa- 
kenda or Shanghai, town in Carroll County. They passed Shaw’s 
Shop on Saturday (yesterday) about 2 p. m., where Cax^taiii Tiffin and 
Lieutenant Baker, with a little over 100 men, were about two hours 
behind them; since when I have not heard anything reliable from 
them. On Saturday (yesterday) there Avas a public meeting in Kings¬ 
ton to encourage recruiting foi* the tweh’e months’ service. When the 
report of the above guerrillas Avas reported (^aptain Fortune had the 
greater portion of his company in-town and with the citizens present 
we were able to raise about eighty men. Well, Ave all got on the march 
after said guerrillas. I Avas put in the command of the advance. 1 
started in pursuit of said gueiTillas and marched about eight miles, 
when, lo 11 found I had only three men besides myself on said scout, 
Fortune huAung marched about four miles, Avhen he returned to town 
(Kingston) and has there remained ever since. I went ahead with my 
three men until I ascertained all of the foregoing facds, &c. 

General, would it not be a good idea to issue an order enjoining all 
officers commanding troox)s Avhen in the xmrsuit of guerrillas to follow 
them to the death, and in case an offi(*er stoi)ped pursuing them before 
catching them dismiss liim from the service, and t assure you the guer¬ 
rillas would soon be driven out oi* our country. Give me command of 
250 good men and 1 will kill more guerrillas than all the militia in four 
counties now do. 

Yours, &c., 

1. N. HENRY, 

Lindniant, 

Brig. Gen. C. B. Fisk, 

Commanding North iMissouri^ Joneidi^ Mo, 

P. S.—One hundi-ed and thirty guerrillas are all that is north of the 
Missouri River in Ray and Carroll Counties. 

General: What does it mean, dismiswsing good Union officers and 
l)utting in Coj)perb^ads? For instance, remoAung as good a man as 
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Col. .V. fF. I>an% and in his xjlace a damned Copperhead, »Fohii 

(Tiimes. This change disj)leases every truly loyal man in the country. 
(Triines was foreman on the grand jury that indicted me for hilling a 
guerrilla at Eichmond. Do you remember? 


AUGrUST 13-22, 1864.—Operations in la Fayette, Saline, and Howard 
Counties, Mo., with skirmishes. 

K-mrORTS. 

No. 1.—Ma,). (a*n. Allrocl J‘i(‘as()nton, IT. 8. Arim, < (muiiauduij; District of Central 
Missouri. 

No. 2.—Lieut. Col. B.izcd F. Lazear, First Missoiui State Militia Ca\alry. 

No. 3.—Maj. (Tcor^e AV. Ke]l.\, Fonith Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 1.—Capt. Ezra W. Kingsbury fSeeond (Colorado (‘avalry 

No. 1. 


EejJortH of MaJ, (tvh, Alfred PleaHonton^ l\ H, Armif^ eommandhiij Din- 
triet of Ventral MksoiirL 

Heaix^i autkks Distrk^t of Central Missouri, 

Warrenshurg^ Mo., Augnat J9, 1861. 

Major: I have th(‘ honor to reimrt, lor the information of th(‘ major- 
general eominanding, that on the 13th instant (^a])tain Mercalith, eom- 
iiianding Company H, First Cavalry Missouri State Militia, su(*eeeded 
in overtaking a gang of bushwhaelau's in the eastern part of Saline 
(.Vmnty, killed 1 guerrilla and captured 7 horses. No (‘asualties on 
our side. Lieutenant-Colonel Lazear, First Cavalry Missouri State 
Militia, commanding in the held in Saline, reju'esents that the iieoplc 
of that county fully realize tlndr situation and are determined to rid the 
<*ounty of guerrillas. On the 15th instant a detachment of Coiniiany 
Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, under the command of Sergt. 
I. B. Wood, l)y moving through the brush dismounted, surjnised and 
(diarged a gang of six Fiushwhackers, wounded 2 of the gang and (‘ap- 
tiired 6 horses. Maj. G. W. Kelly, Fourth (hxvalry Missoim State 
jMilitia, commanding at C'hapel Hill, re])orts several bands, numbering 
ironi six to twelve, liaving recently made their ap])earaneo south and 
<^ast of that station, and that Qnaiitrill, Todd, and Poole, with their 
respe(*tive bands, are reported to be some twxdve or fifteen miles east of 
that place. Smdi measures have been taken as will, I have no doubt, 
sueee(^d in breaking up and scattering this force, if the report should 
prove true. 

I am, vei*v r<»spectfidly, your obedient servant, 

A. PLEASONTON, 

Major-General^ Commanding. 

Maj. O. I). (tKEENE, 

Adjf. (ten., Dc])t. of the Missouri^ ISaint Louis, Mo. 


JIeauc^uarters District of Central Missouri, 

Warrenshurg^ i/o., August 1861. 
Major: 1 have the honor to rei^ort, for the information of the major- 
general commanding, that on the 20th ipstant Lieutenant-Oolonel La’ 
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zoar, First Cavalry AJissouri State Alilitia, coiimumcliii^ in the field, 
surprised a luimberiiig from forty to sixty guerrillas, in the 

vicinity of Dover, La Fayette County, killed 3 guerrillas and capturi^d 
4 horses, also a smaD rebel flag. AlaJ. Henry Suess, chief of cavalry, 
commanding steamer Fanny Ogden, repoits that Thornton, Thrailldll, 
Yeager, Todd, Campbell, and Taylor held a consultation in Greenton 
Valley, La Fayette County, a week since, and on his return from this 
meeting Taylor was killed by the militia near Independen(*e. Ala jor 
Suess also reports that on the 19th instant a detac^hment of his coin- 
maiid had a skirmish with a band of gnuTrillas southwest of AVellington, 
in which they inortally wounded 2 guerrillas, killed 1 horse, and cap¬ 
tured one set of horse ecpiipnients. 1 would further respectfully state 
that the block-house now Ijeing built at La Aline bridge is being pushed 
to completion as rapidly as possible. 

I am, major, very resx)ectfulh, vour obedient servant, 

A. PLEASOYTOAT, 

Major-(xeneral^ Commanding, 


Maj. O. I). (rUEENE, 

Asst. Adjt, Gen,., Dept, of the Jim-o/o’/, i^^tiint Loids^ 2Io. 


HEAIK^I AETEUS DlSTEKT OF CENTKAL AIiSSOURI, 

Warrenshurg, Jfo., Angust JS6L 
AIajoe: I havc^ the honor to report, for the information of the major- 
general commanding, tliat on the 16th instant (hipt. Joseph Parke, com¬ 
manding at Booindlle, (*rossed to the north side of the river with his 
command. Company E, Eourth ('avalry Missouri State Alilitia, and 
scouted the country in that vic'iiiity for two days, during whi(*h time 
he encountered s<‘veral small bands of guerrillas; wounded 1 guer¬ 
rilla, and captur(‘d 3 horses, 3 double-barreled shotguns, and 3 re- 
volv(Ts. On th(‘ 22d instant a deta<*limont of the First Cavalry Alis- 
sonri State Alilitia, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Lazear, 
eiu'ountcTed a small party of guerrillas on Davis^ Creek, La Fayette 
('ounty; shot 3 ti’oni their horses, supposed to be mortally wounded, 
and captured 3 horses. AIo casualties on our side in either of the 
above skirmislies. 

I am, major, very nsspectfullv, your olK‘dieut s<*i’\'aiit, 

A. PLKASONTON, 


Alaj 


Major-General, Commanding. 

, O. I). GliEENE, 

Asst. Adjt, Gen,^ Dept, of the Missonri, iSaint Louis., Mo. 


HEABCijUAliTEES J>ISTliJ(^T OF CENTEAL AIiSSOUEI, 

Warrensharg^ Angiist XStJl. 

AIajor: J have the honor to report, for the information of the major- 
general commanding, that on the 22d instant a detachment of the First 
Cavalry Alissouri State Alilitia, surprised a small band of guerrillas on 
the Tabo, La Fayette (county, severely wounded 1 guerrilla and cap¬ 
tured 0 horses. Lieuteiiaiit-Oolonel Lazoiii' reports there are but very 
few guerrillas at present in La Fayette or Saline Counties, and that he 
has reason to believe that the majority of them have gone south. The 
notorious guerrilla Poole, having boasted that he would neither allow 
the stage nor telegraph to remain in operation on the Lexington and 
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Warrensburg route, Colonel Lazear liUvS ordered the arrest of a number 
of Poole’s friends, intending to hold them as hostages for the security 
of the stage and telegraph line. 

I am, major, very respeetfiilly, your obedient servant, 

A. PLEASOOTOK, 

Major-General^ Oommanding, 

Maj. O. D. (lUEENE, 

Asst, Adjt, Gen,^ Dcpf. of the Missouri, iaSaint Lottis^ Mo, 


No. 2. 

Reports of Lieut, Col, Bazel F. Lazear,, First Missouri /State Militia 

Cavalry, 

Hdqrs. Second Sitb-I3ist., Dist. of Central Missouri, 

In the Fields August 16, 1804, 

Captain : I have the honor to I'eport, for the information of the major- 
general commanding, that since my report of the 10th instant I have 
kept my command continually on the move, scouting the eastern iiortion 
of Saline County. There have been several parties of giierrillas reported, 
but upon investigation they turned out to be false, or but very small 
squads of b'cm two to five men. ('^aptain Meredith, in command of 
Company H, Fii*st Cavalry Missouri State Militia, on the 13th, struck 
a trail and followed them to their camp. There were seven in camp. 
He killed 1 and captiu'ed 7 horses, and also on the same scout found 
five liorses that Todd had left at the time of his raid on Arrow Bock. 
The county is at this time very quiet. Occasionally hear of a horse 
being stolen. No depredations are being committed upon Union men. 
The people seem to fully realize their situation, and say they are deter¬ 
mined to rid the county of gnerrillas. I will commence a general move 
in the morning, and unless some force prevents it I will make a rapid 
move as fai' as the western i>art of La Fayette County, moving as rapidly 
as I can to thoroughly scout the northern portion of Saline and La 
Fayette Counties. It would be well to notify Colonel Ford and Major 
Kelly of this move. My semi-weekly reports will hereafter be made 
on Tuesdays and Satui’days, and as much oftener as I have anything of 
importance to report. 

Yerv respectfiillv, your obedieiit servant, 

B. F. LAZBAB, 

Lieut, Col. First Gav, Missouri /State Mil,, Gomdg, ii\ the Field, 
Capt. J. H. Steg-ee, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Warrenshurg, Mo. 


Hdqrs. Second Sub-Dist., Hist, of Central Missouri, 

In the Field, August 21,1864. 

Captain : I have the honor to report, for the information of the ma¬ 
jor-general commanding, that since my report of the 16th instant I have 
thoroughly scouted Saline County and can report that there are no 
guerrillas in that county. We only heard of five, and the citizens re¬ 
port to us that they have left the county, which I think is true; whether 
permanently or not T can’t te]l, I have left Captain Mqore, Company 
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Pj there to reeoimoiter and keep loe advised of any appearance of them 
there. Making a night march from near Miami night before last, I 
di*opped in iii)on them (the guerrillas) in the vicinity of Dover yester¬ 
day morning; found quite a number of tliem in this vicinity, say from 
forty to sixty. We had two skirmishes, killing and captuiing 4 
horses. Lieutenant Miller, Company A, returning fi‘om Lexington on 
the 19th, had a skirmish with a party of nine, capturing 4 horses, and 
we since learn wounded 2, one said to be mortally. We saw a party of 
twenty-two fr‘om Dover just at night, who from wluit I can learn went 
west up Tabo. I am having the county fr*om Dover to Waverly thor¬ 
oughly scouted again to-day, and unless they fall back east I mil to¬ 
morrow morning scout up Tabo, Davis’Greek, and along the river, moving 
west, making Greenton Valley by Wednesday next at farthest. Owing 
to scarcity of feed and water it is a very hard time to scout, having often 
to go out of our line for feed and w^ater, making delays in our mo^^e- 
nients. There are no persons here that we can rely upon for informa¬ 
tion but negroes. I forwai'd a small rebel tiag which was ca])lured, or 
dropped rather, by a guerrilla in one of the skirmishes yesterday. Our 
loss so far none, and health of the command generally good, but a great 
many horses in bad iix. 

Very resi)ectfu.lly, your obedient servant, 

B. P. LxVZEAll, 

Lieut, Col, First Cavalry Missouri Ji^ate ^liUtkty Gonimanduig, 
Oapt. J. U. Stegee, 

Assistant Adjictant-Generalj Warrenshurg^ Mo. 


No. 3. 

Report of Maj. George W. Kelly^ Fourth Missouri i^tate Militia Cavalry. 

EtDQRS. Detach. Pourth Cav. MissotiRi State Mil., 

Chapel Hill^La Fayette Countyj ilfo,, August 17^1861. 

Colonel: I would respectfully report to you that on the morning of 
the 15th instant I sent Sergt. J. E. Wood, of Comi)any C, Fourth 
Cavalry Missouri State Militia, with fifteen privates of same comi)any, 
on a scout southeast of this station. After scouting the conntiy some 
ten miles in that direction, struck a trail of six guerrillas, followed them 
some two miles, and found that they had left the road and taken the 
brush; dismounted six of his men and sent them in the brush on the 
trail. After following it some half mile or more the six men surprised 
the six bushwhackers, charged on them, and succeeded in captimiug G 
horses; two of the horses were shot in the skirmish and could not be 
brought in. The four horses I send in charge of sergeant. The brush 
being so thick the guerrillas made their* escape, two of them wounded, 
one in the back and the other in tlie leg, leaving their hats behind. 
The guerrillas are making their appearance east and south of here in 
small bands, -from six to twelve in a gang; from Avhat I can learn, 
Quantrill, Todd, Poole, &c., with their bands, are in oast of here some 
twelve or fifteen miles. T have two scouts out now, east and southeast 
of here. 

Colonel, I would bo glad if you would get the general (‘ommanding 
to send me Capt. Joe Parke, with Comi)any E, Fourth Cavalry Missoiul 
State Militia. 1 have but one commissioned ofiicer here who is suit- 
17 It E—VOL XLI, PT I 
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able to seoiit. There are several families in this country, bush'wbackers’ 
wives and daughters, ^ho should be attended to. They give them all 
the intbnnatioii they want. 

Very respectfully, 

G. W. KELLY, 

Major Fourth Camlry Missouri IState Militia. 
Col. Geoeg-e H. Hall, 

Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia^ Warrenshurg^ Mo. 


Ko. 4. 

Fejgort of Capf. Ezra W. Kingshnry., Second Colorado Cavalry 

Independence, Mo., August IS, 1st I. 

Majob: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with instruc¬ 
tions, I left here on the 13th of August at 9.30 a. m. with seventy-five men 
from Companies C, D, F, I, L, and M, Second Colorado Oavaliy, and 
proceeded northeast on the Lexington road, and struck the Missouri 
Biver foul miles south of Bichfield; i^atrolled the river-bank and 
vicinity for a distance of about five miles above Eichfield until near 
the mouth of Blue Biver, wlnen. being near night, I proceeded to Young’s 
farm, about four miles from Blue Mills, where encamped for the night, 
having traveled aboT’^ five miles. While at this place learned 

that Fletch. Taylor, I '-m , and other bushwhackers, had been in 

that vicinity. On starting next morning at about 3 o’clock, scouting 
the country tlioroughly in the vicinity of Six-Mile, learned that Taylor 
had procui*ed a buggy and started for La Fayette County, being severely 
wounded. Struck the trail and followed it about fifteen miles, until 
near Bone HiU, when lost it, and after searching some time turned back 
on Lexington road for La Fayette County. Pound numerous signs of 
small parties of bushwhackers, and finally reached the farm of one Ish, 
in La Fayette County, where, by means of passing as bushwhackers, 
learned from a boy, whom I took and compelled to go with me, that 
there was a body of about 100 men encamped in Big Bottom, about six 
miles from that place. I started for that point, but ascertained that 
Doctors Murphy and Began, of Wellington, had amputated Taylor’s arm 
the morning before, and wishing to secure Murphy started twenty-five 
men to Wellington to bring him, and proceeded south with the com¬ 
mand two miles to Ewing’s farm, where X found Muiphy, wlio hapx)ened 
to be there,- arrested him, and forage being plenty ted the horses. On 
examining Murphy found that he had reported the facts concerning 
Taylor to Lexington immediately after the amputation took place, but 
could learn iiothing definite concerning his whereabouts. Before the 
detail sent to Wellington returned it was nearly night, and thence I 
moved south to the house of one Fishback, and camxied for the night, 
having released Doctor Murphy. Traveled this day about fifty miles. 
Bext morning started about sunrise and went in a southerly course to 
the Sni, striking it at the old miU-dam; thence proceeded in a west course 
to Gardiner’s farm; struck ftom thence in the direction of Bone Hill 
and Judge Gray’s farm, scouting thoroughly the brush in that vicinity; 
arrived at the house of one Bord, near the line of Jackson and La 
Fayette Counties. On examining him at first could get no information 
from him; said he had never seen but six bushwhackers; saw them the 



Chap. LIII ] 


SKIRMISH AT DRIPPIKG SPRING, MO. 


259 


evening before. Knew potliing of the whereabouts of any of them. I 
then made liim go vuth us, and told him to guide us to their camp. At 
:fir.^t he denied as before, but f nally took us to the camj) where Metch. 
Taylor had his arm amputated, and had left) there very recently, as the 
signs were ti'esli and new. Found bandages stained witli blood, pillow, 
but no man. Finding that Bord was only leading us through the 
brush in order to give the buahv hackers time to escape I gave him a 
little hanging, which immediately impro^ ed his knowledge of the coun¬ 
try. He told me two bushwhackers had been at his house the evening 
before to see his daughter, and on our starting again he led us through 
the thickest kind of brush to four other (*amps, one of which had only 
been vacated that morning, judging by the forage scattered around 
and other fresh signs; the other three were older, but had been used 
during the course of the summer. Searched th(‘ brush thoroughly, but 
could find no one. Learned further from Bord that there were plenty 
of them in the country in small parties ranging from Big Bottom to 
Bone Hill. Having obtained what information tiom Bord I could, re¬ 
leased him and struck west for Bobinson’s, in Jackson County; trailed 
fifteen to that place and followed the trail to eastern edge of Fire Prai¬ 
rie, wherc^ 1 started fifteen in a party and pursued them through the 
thick brush ten mih\s in a southerly (uiirse, when they vscattered and I 
lost the trail; tlnmce returned northwest, until I struck the eastern 
edge of Ffre Prairie; tlieiiee west, and started another x^arty of eight, 
but at too great a distaiU'C to <lo anything with them. Struck the trail 
of a large i^arty and followed them four miles to an old bridge across 
a ravine, where I heard a gnn, fired evidently as a signal for them to 
disperse, as the tracks s(*attered immediately, and I lost them. This 
^icinity is evidently full of small i>arties of them continually passing 
ba<*k and forth. After sear(*hmg the brush I crossed Fire Prairie to 
tli(^ timber on the Blue, and S(*outed up the river till I reached Sjiring 
Branch Crossing; thence returned to this jdace, arriving here about 6 
p. in., traveling that day about vsixty-five mih^s. 

E. W. KIKGSBUEY, 

Captain^ t^eGond Colorado Cavalry^ Commanding Scout 
Maj. J. Kelson Smith, 

Commanding Station^ Independenvi\ Mo, 


AUGUST 15, 1864.—Skirmish at Dripping Spring, Mo. 

Report of Capt, William Bebard^ Seventeenth TlUnois Cavalry. 

• Headquarters, 

Glasgow^ 7I/b., September 1S64» 

General : I have the honor to report that on Monday night, August 
15, while in command of a small detachment from the x)ost of this iilace, 
when encamped for the night near Dripxiing Spring, Boone County, 
Mo*, my sentinels were attacked at 11 o’clo(*k, 1 mortally wounded, 
a private named William Keutling, Comx>any F, Seventeenth Illinois 
Cavalry, and Private J. H. Hall, Comi)any F, severely. The attack 
was renewed next morning and continued several hours, with an over¬ 
whelming^ force but without any casualties. On Saturday, the 20th, 
near Eocheport, I met and attacked a force under the notoiious bush¬ 
whacker William Anderson, defeating him gallantly and driving him 
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clear out of sight, aud having the good fortune of rei)orting but I man 
wounded, and he is severely; his name is AVilliain Marvin, Company E. 
I haA^e the honor to be, your most obedient sein^ant, 

WILLIAM HEBAIiD, 

Capi,^ Comdfj, the Deiacli. t/th IIIn, and Mo, t:^iate Militia, 
AdJutant-C-eneral Tno3iAS, 

ir«>’ Department,, Washington, I>, C, 


AUGUST 15-21, 1864.—Expedition from Paincourtville to Lake Natchez, 
La., with skirmish on Grand Eiver. 

Report of Col, Hashroueh Daris, llieel/tli Illinois Cavalry, 

Napodeonville, August 1S6J, 
Sir: 1 haAX" the honor to 3*(^])oi*t that hearing reports from difierent 
quarters that the rebels Avere engaged in opening a road from tlie 
Grossetete in this direction, I sent out Oai)t. E. A. lloAvk, Company L, 
TAvelfth Illinois CaA^ahy, Avith twelve picked men fi*om Companies L 
and I of that regiment, to ascertain if the reports had any foundation. 
The pai*ty left Painc-ourtAille on Monday last at 4 p. ni., crossed Grand 
Bayou; wentthence to Bayou Goula; thence to PlaquemiiK^; thencedoAvn 
the Plaquemine to Indian Villag(‘; thence to Grand Eiver and down 
Grand Ewer to near the head of Lake Xatchez; but* not being able to 
cross the swam])S and get to Grand Bayou in that direction, Captain 
Howk Avas obliged to retrace liis ste])S and return the way he Avent. On 
Grand Ewer, near tlu^ Sorrel, he fell in with tAventy-six men of Cajftaiii 
Eatelift’s comi)any, under command of the captain, Avhom he reported 
chasing part of them o\'er Grand Ewer, with loss to the enemy of 1 
killed and 1 Avounded. I^eojde in the Aicinity state that the company 
]iumbers about se\'enty men, located in that vicinity for bushAvhacking. 
Captain Howk reports the roads in a A^er}^ bad condition; that there is 
a tolerably good road direct from Indian Village to the head of Lake 
Natchez, but no practicable road from the Grand Bayou Avesterly to tlui 
lake, nor any Avay by which the lake can be i*eached from Grand Bayou 
nearer than by the Bayou Goula route. There is no truth in the rumors 
that new roads are being o])ened. Tlu^ (iaptain returned safely Avith all 
his command yesterday after an absence of live days. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your ob(*dieiit servant, 

n. DAVIS, 

Colonel Twelfth Illinois Cavalry^ Commanding Post, 
Capt. B. B. Campbell, 

Acting Assistant Adjxitant-General. 

[Indorfaomont.] 

Headquarters Defenses of Neav Orleans, 

• Neiv Orleans^ La,<j August 27,, 1861, 

Ees])ectfully forwarded. 

This seems to be an intricate country, and I am endeavoring to get a 
good topography of it. It has been thus far A^ery little understood. 
None of the maps I have seen give anything of correct indication of the 
practicable roads. I AA^ould like to obtain the serAuces of a Mr. Ilien, 
who, I am told, is a good topographical engineer and on duty in the 
engineer de])artment. 

T. W. SHEEMAN, . 

Brigadkr- General^ Commanding. 
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AUGUST 15-24, 1864.—Operations in Southwest Missouri and Northwest¬ 
ern Arkansas, with skirmishes at Carrollton, Ark. (15th), on Eichland 
Creek, Ark. (16th), and at Mud Town, Ark. (24th). 

No. 1.—Gon. .Tolin B. SanBoni, ft. Arm>, ooiiiinandini? District of ftoiitli- 
west Missouri. 

No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Alberl W. Bishop, First Arknnsas CaTalry (TTnion). 

No. 1. 

Bcpori of Brig, (ren. John B, Sanhorn^ If, Army,, commanding 
Bisirict of Sontlnccat Missouri, 

Rpringfield, ]Mo., Angnsf ISGl, 
Lieutenant Halsey and eighteen men of Capt. G-. W. Edy’s company 
of Arkansas ndlitia attacked Captain Wilson’s company of guerrillas, 
fifty strong, at CarrolltoUj Ark., on the loth instant^ and killed Captain 
Wilson and 3 of his men. Cur loss, 1 man mortally wounded. The 
suhvsistence and ordnance traiUvS for Fayetteville wei‘e attacked at Mud 
Town on the li4th instant hy a force of ninety-five guerrillas. OiirloSvS, 
2 men mortally wounded, Second ArkansaKS (’avalry; enemy’s loss un¬ 
known. Cai)tain Hughes, Sixth IVIissouri State Militia Cavalry, with 
a portion of Fii‘^t Arkansas Cavalry, attacked Lieutenant Smith, in 
command of guerrillas, 12o strong, on Eichland Creek, in Arkansas, on 
the 10th instant. The eiH‘my’s loss was 4 killed and 9 wounded and 
about 50 horses and horse equipments left at Fayetteville. Our loss, 
1 man wounded. I hear of no armed rebels now in the district. 

JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier- Genera /, Commanding, 

Maj. O. D. Greene, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


No. 2. 

Iteport of Lieut, Col. Albert TF. Bishop,, First Arkansas Cavalry 

( Union). 

Fayetteville, Ark., August 17j 1864. 

Colonel: In accordance with your order of the 15th instant I pro¬ 
ceeded at 1 a. m. of the Kith in search of a band of* bushwhackers, 
kiiovui as Tuck. Smith’s company. My command moved out promptly, 
intending to enter the haunts of this gang eastward of Fayetteville as 
soon as it would be fiossible to track them. At daybreak we were on 
the disputed ground,'thirteen miles from this plac-e, and very soon there¬ 
after discovering their signs our march was (luickened. l4ie advance 
guard in particular, under Lieutenant Clark, First Arkansas Cavalry, 
was on the alert, and at 7 a.Gn. dashed up to the house of Royal Will¬ 
iams, on Eichland Creek, in front of which from ten to fifteen saddled 
horses were tied. Their riders were eating brciakfast at the time and 
were so complebdy surprised that they abandoned their horses and 
took immediately to the woods in rear of the house, passing through an 
adjacent corn-held that partially coii(*ealed their movements. But pur-. 
suit was active by both the advance guard and the main body of our 
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forces, and ])efore an csca]>c could be eitectcd two wxtc killed aiid the 
party was scattered in every direction. All their honses and equip¬ 
ments w^ere taken, and oiir men i*eturniiig to the liouse finished the 
bi‘eakfast intended for the stanipeders. From Williams^ the command 
moved up Eiehland Creek and a mile distant encountered another 
squad, supposed to be commanded by Smith in person. Here a short 
fight took place with a portion of our main force, gallantly led by Major 
Galloway and Captain Worthington, First Arkansas Cavalry. For 
some minutes the bushwhackers stood firmly, partly concealed on a 
thickly wooded bluff, but a charge being ordered by the major they 
broke and fled over the hill. A mile farther on, near Phillips’ Mill, 
another portion of the column, led by Lieutenant Iviggs, Sixth Cavaliy 
Missouri State Mihtia, met a party of seven, which w^'ere <|uickly 
dispersed with a loss of one killed. We now proceeded up the creek 
in the direction of Uuntsville in search of a convenient place for 
foraging, looking w'cll meantime to our flanks and rear. !Near Green 
Gibson’s, four miles from Phillips’ Mill, our rear was fired upon by 
what was afterw^ard ascertained to be the advance guard of a force 
followmig us, when I ordered a pursmt, which w^as promptly under¬ 
taken by the rear guard, commanded by C^aptain Hughes, Sixth 
Cavalry Missouri State JMilitia, and so vigorously prosecuted that 
after an exciting chase of a mile or more nothing could be developed 
but flying bushwhackers. Farther pursuit was useless in the condi¬ 
tion of our horses and 1 ordered a recall. It w as now^ 11 a. m. and 
neither men nor animals liad eaten but little since the night before. I 
halted at Gibson’s, rested, ted, and foraged imtil y. m., when the col¬ 
umn moved eastwaixl, the main body of the bushwhackers being knowm 
to be in that direction. Iletw^een 2 and 3 p. m., when near Phillips’ Mill, 
we met the train of the First Arkansas Cavalry and learned that it had 
been fired on near one Andy Smith’s, and a horse killed. As this oc¬ 
curred on our route, I pushed forward rapidly, when about 4 p. m. our 
advance was again fired upon by a party reported to be advantageously 
posted on a bluff* that commanded the highway. It now seemed that 
more serious fighting was to be done than any that had yet occurred, 
and I made dispositions accordingly, detaching a strong party under 
Major Galloway to attack in rear. But these pests of the hills would 
not stand, and when* the brow of the hill was reached they were no¬ 
where to be seen. In this affair Lieutenant Piggs was cut off, and for 
an hour our aiipreheusions for his safety were serious. We had no 
more fighting. The bushwhackers had evidently been surprised, and 
our movements were such as to prevent a conc'entration of their forces. 
At times the bullets I’attled like hail through the woods, and if no 
hai*m w’^as done our men shot less accurately than usual. Several of 
the bushwhackers are in fact reported killed, and at one place a w’agon 
is known to have been used to carry off* the wounded. We captured 
25 horses and mules. From the best information that I could gather, 
I do not think Smith can rally exceeding 125 men, and generally I be¬ 
lieve his command to be much smaller than this. He changes his camp¬ 
ing-ground frequently. His men are fed in small squads at different 
houses, and his horses forage off the country. • As a leader he is active 
and dangerous, and must be proceeded against with great caution, and 
though his command has been dispersed, and he has acknowledged 
himself whipped, his final defeat I am convinced is yet to come. 1 
camped at McGuire’s Store and retiuned this morning. Our loss is 2 
wounded—1 accidentally, and neither seriously. 
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I am niueli indebted for the success of the scout to Major Galloway 
Captain AYorthin^ton, and Lieutenant Clark, Firvst Arkansas Cavah*^, 
and Captain Ehins, Inde])endent Ean^»;ers. I desire also to make es})(‘- 
cial mention of Captain Hughes and Lieutenant Eiggs, Sixth Cavahy 
Missouri State ]\rilitia, both of them officers admirably qualified for the 
dangerous and difficult warfare of the woods. The men throughout 
behaved bravely and well. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, yours, 

A. W. BISHOP, 

Lieutenant-Colonel First Ar’kannaa Cavalry^ Commanding, 

Col. IM. La Etje Harrison, 

First Arl:ansas Cavalry Volunteers, 


AUGUST 16, 1864.—Skrrnush at Columbia, Mo. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph B, Douglass^ Missouri State 2Iilitia. 

Columbia, Mo., August 17^ 1861. 

Our troops met Holtzclaw yesterday, ten miles northwest of this 
place, where a severe skirmish took place. We killed 4 of his com¬ 
mand 5 wounded many more. Our men then feU back about five miles. 
Holtzclaw receiving stronger re-entbreements came up and attacked 
them, but was easily driven offi The rebels are concentrating a large 
foi‘ce in this county, and [I| will need all the men you can spare. I 
have failed to get help Irom Maior Leonard or the Seventeenth Illinois. 

J. D. DOUOLASS, 

Brlgad ler- General. 

General Fisk. 


AUGUST 16, 1864.—Skirmish with Indians near Smoky Hill Crossing, Kans, 

3aE:E>OElTS. 

No. 1.—^Maj. Gen. James G. Blunt, U. S. Aimy. 

No. 2.—Lieut. Jacob Van Antwei*]), Eleventh Kansas C^avalry. 

No. 1. 

Report of Maj. Gen. James G, Bluntj U, S, Army. 

Headquarters District of Upper Arkansas, 

Fort Rileyj Kans.^ Augiist 18^ 1864. 

Major : I am just in receipt of intelligence from Salina, thatoiithelCtli 
instant seven men of Company H, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, eu route to 
Smoky Hill Crossing, were attacked by a party of Indians estimated 
ffiom 100 to 300. Four of the party were killed, the other three made 
their escape and came into Salina. Messenger with dispatches for Port 
Larned was turned back. These dispatches were to direct the com¬ 
manding officer at Fort Larned to,concentrate his force as much as 
possible, and intercept a party of ludians moving south from the Fort 
Kearny and Denver road; probably it was some of the same party 
that attacked and killed the men of Company H, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, 
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on the ICtli instant. I have written several eomninnieations to the 
geneial sinee the lOtli instant, tiri>ing- him it* possible to send me more 
troo}>s, and horses to mount the tew I have. I have as yet ]*eeeived no 
lesiDonse, and have just learned that the general is absent in Nebraska. 
Please inform me what 1 may rely iix)on in regai‘d to troops and liorses. 
I am entirely powerless to do tuiythingmore than to try and hold a few 
points on the mail route i*or want of force, and lam informed by Major 
Fillmore that the teim of service of live companies of the First Colo¬ 
rado Cavalry, now on duty in this district, will expire by the 7th of 
September. 

Ivespectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

JAS. G. BLUNT, 

Major-General, 

Maj. C. S. CnAELOT, 

Asst, Adjt, Gen,^ Dept, of Kansas., Fort Leavenworth. 


No. 2. 


Report of Lietit. Jaeoh Van Antwerp., Fleventli Kansas Cavalry. 


IIeabquahtbrs, 
Sallna., Anyxist 77, 186i, 

Sin: Six men left this place yesterday morning belonging to Com¬ 
pany n, Seventh Iowa, for‘Fort Ellsworth. They got to Elm Creek 
alxmt 4 j). m., when they were attacked by from 100 to 300 Indians, 4 
of whom w'ere killed, the other two got away. The messenger sent from 
here arrived at Woodward’s ranch and returned with two men, coming 
in from the battle-field. I have just sen! a detachment of ten men, 
under Lieutenant Booth, up the Eeimbli(*an, which took all the horses 
fit for duty, but 1 will send the disi)atches tlirough as soon as possible. 
Lieutenant Helliwell has not arrived here yet. As soon as he gets 
here 1 shall go out witli all the available ibrees, as there is undoubt¬ 
edly a large body of Indians betw^een the Smoky Hill and Saline 
Eivers. 


Yours, truly, 


Capt. Henry Booth. 


JACOB VAN ANTWEEP, 
First Lieutenant, Commanding Post, 


AUGUST 17,1864.—Capture of the steamer Miller on the Arkansas Kiver, 

near Pine BlnflF, Ark. 

Report of Capt, Stephen R, Harrington, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, 

North Bank Arkansas Eiver, 

Thirty Miles prom Pine Bluff, 

August 18,1864—5 a, m. 

Colonel : The steamer Annie Jacobs is on a bar at this place. The 
captain thinks he will get off thi^ morning. The steamer Miller was 
captured and burned by the rebels about ten miles below here yester¬ 
day. I have 100 men and a howitzer and can defend the Jacobs if she 
needs it. Colonel Cla 5 d:on learned night before last that there were five 
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rebel biigades oiider eomiaaiid of General Cabell camped on Big Creek 
at the crossing of the Warren and Pine Bluff road, about seventeen 
miles from Pine Bluff The i*ebels that burned the Miller were upon 
the south side of the river. 

Eespectfully, vour oljedient servant, 

S. B. HAPJimGTOlSr, 

Captain^ Fifth Kansas Cavalry^ and Acting Aide-de-Oamp^ Ac. 

Lieiitenant-Colonel Green, 

Assistant Adjiitant-Generah 


AUGUST 18, 1864.—Skirmish at Benton, Ark. 

JReport of Capi, Miles Kelioe^ First 2[issonrl Cai^alry. 

Hdqrs. Detachment Third Brigade, First Division, 

Benton, Arh,^ A^ignst IS, 18Gi. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on my arrival at Benton at 4.30 
this p. m. 1 was fired on by a detachment of rebels, numbering about 
100, which immediately retreated across the Saline. I succeeded in 
capturing 1 wounded man, ^rho reported to me that a brigade of cav¬ 
alry who occupied Benton had left two houi‘S previous to my arrival, 
owing to information they had gained from a woman who had ridden 
to this place from Little Rock ahead of me, and also he rei)orted to me 
that the rebel army was all about to move toward Little Rock. I have 
heard from reliable source that there is a large force to move in the 
direction of Monticello and Pine Bluff*. The prisoner reports to me 
that thei'e are two brigades of cavalry on the other vside of the Saline 
from here, under command of Colonel Crawford, which were expected 
to cross the Saline to-morrow. My intention is to cross the Saline on 
his left flank in the direction of Hot Springs in the morning. I have 
fallen back two miles from Benton to a good position for the purpose of 
feeding my horses. Your order will reach me on the road in the direc¬ 
tion of Princeton. I shall cross the Saline to-morrow, and if imssible 
ascertain the position of the main force of the enemy. 

I have the honor to remain, very respe<*ti*ully, your obedient servant 

M. KEHOE, 

Gapt,^ Gomdg. Detach. Third Brig.., First Div.^ Till Army Corps. 


AUGUST 19-24, 1864.—Scout on the Republican River, Kans. 

Report of Licnt. William Booth, FJeventh Kansas Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 

Clay Centre, Kans., August 1864. 

General: In accordance with instructions from headquarters Dis¬ 
trict of Upper Arkansas, I have the honor to make the following report: 

In compliance to orders from Captain Booth I marched my detach¬ 
ment to this place. Arriving here I foxind that Captain Schooley had 
proceeded with the militia up the Eepubli(*an River. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gordon, of the Fifteenth Kansas Militia, with a detachment of 



266 


LOinSIAKA AND THE TEANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


[Chap LIH. 


twelve lueu from tlie Fonrteentli Kansas Militia, liaving arrived, 1 pro¬ 
ceeded u]> tlie rivei* and encamped on Peacli Creek, ten miles from this 
point, tliis being August 10. August 20, broke camx> at daylight, and 
after marching tbii*ty-iive miles camped for the night at Lake Sibley. 
August 21, moved out again at,daylight, marcliing up the north side 
of the Eepubliean twenty-five miles until I struck a large trail, which I 
supposed to be the trail made by the command under Brigadier-G-eneral 
Sherry, of the State milita. Following this about five miles I crossed 
the river and continued up on the north side of White Eock Creek 
about six miles, when the trail bearing to the north I crossed the creek 
and moved up the south side about three miles and camped, marching 
about forty miles this day. Aiigmst 22, being in the Indian country, 
and knowing their habit of making a dash at or near daylight, I liad 
the camp aroused at 3 a. ni. Left camp at daylight; marched up the 
creek about fifteen miles, examining the opposite side (it being very 
hard to cross) with a spy-glass. I explored the creek up to the Big 
Bend, where it was said a large body of Indians were encamped with 
their stock, but found nothing. Striking a southeast coui'se for the 
Eepubliean, scouting Salt Marsh and its creeks, I arrived at Lake 
Sibley and camped for the night. August 23, divided the command 
and sent six men, under Lieutenant Pierce (militia), down the south 
side, and with iny command came to Peach Creek on its north side; 
encamped for the night. August 21, arrived at these headquarters 
about 10 a. m. with stock very much reduced from want of forage and 
in bad shape for want of shoeing. f 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM BOOTH, 

Second Lleui. Company L, Eleventh Kcinms Gaxmlry Yols. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Blunt. 

(Through Lieut. J. E. Tappan, aide-de-camp.) 


AlTGXrST 21-27, 1864.—Expedition in Washington and Benton Counties, 

Ark., with skirmishes. 

RE]PORXS. 

No. 1.—Col. M. La Rue Hairison, First Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 

No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Albert W. Bishop, First Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 

Ko. 1. 

Reports of Coh M. La Rlie Harrison^ First Arkansas Cavalry ( Union), 

Headquarters First Arkansas Cavalry, 

Fayettville^ ArJe.^ August 24^ 1864, 

General : Captain Hughes, with his detachment, left here as part 
of a command of 300 men, Lieutenant-Colonel^ Bishop commanding, on 
Sunday night, 21st instant, to attack 400 rebel Indians and bush¬ 
whackers, under Adair, at Cane Bbll, and expecting to return this way 
before going to Keosho. I learn by letter from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bishop, in the field, that the rebels fled at his approach, and that no 
engagement could be iirovoked. Lieutenant-Colonel B. therefore 
marched directly north toward Cowsl^n Prairie, and I presume will leave 
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('aptaiii n. at or near Neosho. On my return to this place I found the 
rebels in such numbers and so insolent in this vicinity that I did not 
(leejii it 1)1 udent to send Captain H. forward at once. 1 theretbi e detained 
him a few days, dealt a deadly blow to Tuck. Smith and company on 
the east, and then staited the command directly vestwaid. As Cap¬ 
tain II.’s orders were not limited as regards time, I felt justitied in tins 
course, whi(*h I hope will meet your approval. I desire to exjiress my 
thanks to you and through you to Captain H. for the service he has 
rendered. He, as Avell as Lieutenant Eigg's, behaved with great gal¬ 
lantry in the action on Eichland, and in their intercourse with my com¬ 
mand ha^e won the well deserved reputation of brave soldiers and true 
gentlemen. I learn from Woodring, operator at Fort Smith, that Gen¬ 
eral Thayer at present will not attempt to keep up the telegraph line 
north. I desire especially that it be kept up between this place and 
Springfield, and shall use every exertion to accomplish it, though for 
the past ten days 1 have done nothing, owing to the great demand on 
me for men to S(*out the c( Kin try east and west. I earnestly reciuest 
that yon will order about 200 cavalry to operate between Sugar Creek 
and Cross Hollows, both east and west of the telegraiih road, and I will 
render them all the aSvSistanee needed in subsistence and ammunition, 
as well as additional force of troops. If 1 did not have so much work 
to do east, west, and south I would not ask this. I believe one month’s 
cami)aign -will make them tired of Bentonville, Cross Hollows, and War 
Eagle. 

T remain, general, your most obedient servant, 

M. LA EIJE HAEEISON, 

Colonel^ Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Sanborn, 

Commanding District of t^oKtliwest Mlssoi^rL 


Headquarters, 

Fayetteville^ Ar/i., Aagiist Sf ISCd. 

General : Inclosed please find copy of Lieutenant-Colonel Bishop’s 
report of expedition to Neosho. A blundering clerk pasted the sheets 
in form of a roll, and as it is too late to rewrite it, 1 have to cut them 
apart and do the best I can. Lieutenant George, Eighth Missouri State 
Militia, was killed by the bushwhackers at Osage, near Bentonville, on 
Monday moruing. He was buried here by my command yesterday. 
Captain Akard has gone on to Fort Smith, having been re-enforced by 
seventy-five men of my coiumand and the Kansas mail party, thirty 
strong. The rebels are getting'more scarce west of tis, but matters are 
stiU in statu quo on the east. I intend to commence a new dispen¬ 
sation for Cross Hollows and Mud Town in about a week. We are 
building a fine set of stables and using every i)recantiou to })res€rve our 
stock. It is holding its own weU, I desire very much to have you 
visit us as soon as yon can make it convenient. Let me know as soon 
as you get any intelhgence from Washington in regard to a change of 
boundaries or any other matters of importance. I inclose a letter’*' 
received to-day from the brush,” which shows the serpent is wounded 
by his much hissing. Such letters are received hy me almost daily, 
although no notice is ever taken of them. It might interest the public 
if iiublished verhatlm et Uteratxim, The disabliug of mills causes 
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more irritliing among ImsliA^baekers tliau any otlier mode of attaek; 
blit they threaten to stay and iight me on])oi]ed acorns. If yoiu* scouts 
report any movements of importance on the eavst of this please inform 
me. 

1 remain, general, your most obedient servant, 

M. LA EUE IIAEEISO]^, 

Go Ion el^ Comm an di7ig, 

Brigadier-General Sanborn, 

Commanding District of Hoidhwest Missonri, 


m. 2 . 


Reports of Li exit, Coh Albert Bishop^ First Arkansas Caralry (Union), 


NiEOsno, August ^7, D ^ G 4 , 

General : A detachment of the Eirst Arkansas Cavalry and Captain 
Hughes’ command arrived here this noon, the Avhole under my general 
command. 1 left Fayetteville on the night of the 21st with 300 men 
mounted and dismounted, and one liovutizer, fully expectiiig to have a 
light somewhere in the vicinity of (^ane Hill or Ehea’s ]\lills, Imt the birds 
had mainly iiovn. At Cane Hill we ran on a squad of twenty-live or 
thirty, whom we very quickly dispersed. 1 soon afterward ascertained 
that Adair had gcme south with his command, and Brovm was reported 
to be temporarily out of the country. The next day I sent my dis¬ 
mounted men back to Fayetteville and commenced scouting the country 
thoroughly to this place. Captain Hughes vdll give you the particulars. 
Though we discovered no force of any consequence, there is still much 
work to be done in NTorthwestern Arkansas, and i respe(‘tfully request, 
in behalf of the command at Fayetteville, that Captain Hughes be sent 
south again as soon as possible with as much of a command as you can 
spare for him. He has done us very essential service. J move again 
to-morrow in the direction of Piueville and Bentonville. 

Hoping that we shall soon be attached to your district, I remain, in 
haste. 

Yours, very sincercdv, 

A. W. BISHOP. 


Brig. Gen. *lonN B. Sanborn, 

Hprlngjield ^ 3 Io , 


Fayetteville, ARK.^Angxist Sf ISGj . 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that in accordance with your 
order of the 19th instant 1 pro(*eeded with a detachment of 300 men of 
the First Arkansas Cavalry and Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, 
and one mountain howitzer to the vicinity of Cane Hill, Ark., to attti(*k 
and pursue any rebel bands that I might be able to hiid in the western 
portion of Wasliiugton or Benton Counties. Leaving Fayetteville at 10 
]). in. on the 21st, the next morning the command arrived at Cane Hill, 
where our extreme advance, led by Sergeant Miles, Company H, First 
Arkansas Cavalry, gallantly charged a party of twenty-five or thirty 
men seen hovering on the outskirts of the town. A stand* was attempted, 
but oui‘ men pressed them so closely that they fled in confusion to the 
bushes. They proved from reliable subsequent inquiry to be a portion 
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of Watie’s (‘oimnaiicL Learning tliat Adair and his company, whom I 
had expected to meet, had certainly gone vsouth, and that Brown, if in 
the countiy at all, Avas north of me, I moved to Ilhea's Mills and 
camped. On the moining of the 23d, deeming his assistance no longer 
necessary, I ordered Captain Pearson, commanding 100 dismounted 
men, to return to PayettcAille, Assistant Surgeon Teiffc accom])anying 
him. The orders from head(|uarters District of Southwest Missouri 
to ('aptain Hughes, commanding detachment Sixth Cavalry Missoiui 
State Militia, requiring him to proceed to Neosho, Mo., with such assist- 
• ance as he could obtain from your command, and he being particularly 
desirous of arriving there in time to enable him to be at Springfield, Mo., 
to-day, to mustei his (‘ominand for pay, and transacit business connected 
with the enlistment of a number of his men as vetcu^ans which could 
not elsewhere, or at any other time, be disposed of, I determined to 
thoroughly scout the country, proc(^eding ultimately to Neosho before 
returning to Fayetteville. With this vicAc I moved AvestAmrdly to Cin¬ 
cinnati, distant ten miles, hearing meantime that Brovm also had gone 
south; thence northeast by north, crossing Norwood Prairie to John 
Carter's farm, on Illinois Creek, in Benton County, A\dien our advance 
ran on a party of three bushA\diackers, dispei‘sing them, wounding 1 and 
capturing 2 horses, a mule and AA^agon. The same day a fianking party, 
commanded by Captain King, First Arkansas Ca\"alry, discovered the 
retreat, near David LoA’eall\s, six miles from Carb^r’s, on the road to 
FayettcAdlle to Noiwood Prairie, of a gang of bnshAvhaekers apparently 
numbering from fifteen to tAA'cnty. A fcAv feeding at tlie time escaped. 
Loveall himself, a notoriously bad man, Avas killed. Eight head of horses 
and 3 guns Averehcre captured. That night I camped at Carter’s, trav¬ 
eling fro’M tweiity-tAvo to twenty-fiA'c miles dimug the day. 

On the 21th I inoA^ed generally in a iiorthw^esterly dh‘ection, crossing 
Lindsey’s Pramie, thence five miles northeasterly, going into camp on 
the headAvaters of Flint Creek. During this day I kept out as usual a 
force oil either flank, but developed no enemy save an occasional bush¬ 
whacker whose S])eed seemed to be the only good (quality he possessed. 
Distance traA^eled, tAventy miles during the day. On the 2r)th I moved 
northAvardly across BjiavinaAv Creek, thence in, a Avesterly direction 
doAATi Honey Creek, camiiing on the latter immediately north of the 
Missouri hne and six miles from the Seneca Nation. I had inteuded to 
destroy an important mill on SpavinaAV, but a blunder on the ])art of 
my guide, who led the column several miles from its iiroiier course, 
rendered it iiiijiracticable for me to do so at that time. This mill, known 
as Williams’, afibrds sustenance to none but disloyal ])eople, and should 
be divsahled or destroyed at the earliest feasible moment. Our march 
on the 25th Avas fifom twenty to twenty-fiA^e miles. No enemy of moment 
was discovered. On the 2dth we crossed Cowskin Prairie and river 
and proceeded thence northeasterly, moAung up Buffalo (^reek on the 
Neosho road and going into camp ten miles south of that place. Dis¬ 
tance tiweled, same substantially as on the 25th; no enemy discovered. 
On the 27th Ave moved to Neosho, aiTiving at noon. The same day Cap¬ 
tain Hughes left Avith his command for Springfield. 28th, I moved with 
detachment First Arkansas Cavalry and the howitzer toward Fayette¬ 
ville, passing through Pineville, Mo., and ciimi)ing a mile and a half 
below that ])lace. Here Ave ran some bushwhackers into tlie woods, and 
captured 2 horses with their equipments. A flouring mill in this local¬ 
ity I burned; none but rebels living in its vicinity. Distance traveled 
during the day, twenty-three miles. 29th, 1 moved in the direction of 
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Bentonville, Ark., arriviu^ at tliat place at 1 p. in., disabling on the 
route Williams’ and Walters’ Mills, on Sugai* Creek, the latter a large 
one, and apparently worked to its full capacity. Quite a number of 
rebel women were afc this mill as we came up. Passing Bentonville I 
moved down Lick Creek, a direction, I believe, not often taken, and 
during the afternoon the command surprised and killed 2 bushwhacjiers, 
and a rebel spy and scout. The scout resisted to the last, fighting most 
bravely. Passes were found on his person Irom Brigadier-General 
Maxey, commanding District of Indian Territory, Irom headquarters 
Second Brigade, Pirst Dmsion, Army of Texas, and also from other 
minor commanders. That evening we camped seven miles from Ben- 
tonville on the waters of Osage Creek. ;>0th, line of march was taken 
uij for Brown’s Mills, on the Brush C'reek fork of Illinois Creek. Dis¬ 
abling this mill, I then moved westwardly to Thomasbimg’s Mill on 
Barren Fork of Illinois Creek, disabling it also. I now moved directly 
to Fayetteville, arriving there about 4 p. m. 

It was my constant object while out to pass through localities where 
bushwhackers were reported to range and be harbored, especially 
Brown’s command. He, I am satisfied, is not at present in this section 
of the country, though his retui*n, and i)erhaps speedy, is not at all 
improbable. JS’orth of the Boston Mountains, and west of this place, 
there are not in my judgment one-tburth of the rebel eiiemies of the 
Government, of whatever name or kind, that infested this portion of 
the district a month since. Forage, corn particularly, as far west as 
Spavinaw Creek, is much more abundant than 1 had supposed. There 
is scarcely a Union man to be found farming in the western portions 
of Benton and Washington Counties, and I would suggest that this 
forage be secui’ed for our ])urposes, without any unnecessary delay. 
The rebels have been roused Horn their fancied security, and we must 
work quickly to secure the result of their labor. I captured in all 30 
serviceable horses and mules, Captain Hughes being permitted to ap¬ 
propriate what was necessary to maintain the efficiency of his command. 
The mills destroyed or disabled were of very little or no service to 
Union people. 

I am much indebted to the officers' of the command for any success 
that may have attended the expedition. 

A. W. BISHOP, 

Lieutenant-Colonel First Arlcamcts Cavalry^ Commanding. 
Col. M. La Exje Harkison. 


AUGUST 22-25, 1864.—Scout from Helena to Mount Vernon, Ark. 

Eeport of Maj, Fagleton Carmichael^ Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry. 

Headquarters Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry, 

Eclenaj ArJc., August 25^ i86L 

Sir: I resi)ectMly submit the following i*ei)ort of a scout under my 
command: 

We left Helena on the 22d instant on board the steamers Dove and 
Homeyer; went up Saint Frangis Biver; landed four* miles above the 
mouth of the Anguille Eiver and disembarked. Proceeded from land¬ 
ing to Hughes’ farm; from there to Doctor Ward’s, by way of Gill’s; 
thence to Weatherly’s, Dayle’s, and Mrs. Eoberts’; crossed lower moutlji 
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of Cow Bayou, oii to ATiekey’s; from tliere to Linden; from Linden to 
Madison, passing' several places I do not remember the names of; fi*om 
Madison to Mount Vernon, througli large settlements, where I heard 
there was a deta(*hment of rebel cavalry, but found none; from Mount 
Vernon to McBaniel’s, where Iiemained a part of the nightof the23d; 
from M(‘l)aniers we returned by a different route to tlie upper mouth 
of Cow Bayou. T divided my command in ])assing through most of 
the settlements wheu*e I could, so there was but very little of the 
country but what we scouted thimigh. The intbrmation I received in 
the country was that Biuscoe’s and Coates’ com])anies were ordered 
away on the 20th, but a few had been left behind to get the stragglers 
together and follow the companies. As to their having been])astui*ing 
any number of horses, I do not believe it, for L particulary inquired of 
both whites and negroes through the country and could learn nothing 
of them. Wliile they were there they were scattered through the 
settlements in small squads, conscripting and getting what horses 
they could. We captured Lieut. J. M. Grigg, Company A, Dobbin’s 
regiment; Private Thomas M. Short, same company, and Luther Drum, 
a cousciipt. We arrested W. F. Pruitt, N. Y. Gill, U. J. Howard, and 
P. B. Mickey. We also (*a])tured and seized 8 horses and 5 mules. 
The prisoners I turned over to the provost-marshal and the stock I 
turned over to the district quartermaster. We destroyed a large num¬ 
ber of "hdi u and rifles and burned McDaniel’s Mill. I should have 
gone to Dick Anderson’s, but could hear of no rebel soldiers in that 
direction, and it would have detained us nearly a day longer, and could 
not have reached the boats until the morning of the 25th without over¬ 
working our horses. 

E. CAEIVEICHAEL, 

MaJo>'j Commanding JExpedltion. 

Lieut. F. E. Snow, 

Actg. Asst, Adjt. Gen., District of Bastern ArTamsas, 


fludoisemciit ] 

Headquarters District of Eastern Arkansas, 

Heleyia^ August 25, 1864, 

EespectfoUy forwarded. 

Major Carmichael is entitled to much credit for this scout. 

WM. OEOOKS, 

Colonel Sixth Minnesota Infantry^ Commanding District, 


AUGUST 22-30, 1864.—Operations in La Fayette County, Mo. 

Eeport of Cajpt, Melville U, Foster, Seventh Missouri State Militia Cav^ 

airy, 

Holden, Mo., August Sf 1864, 

I have the honor to report marches, scouts, &c., of my command: 
August 22, took Lieutenant Pharis and thirty men of both companies 
and arrested the families of Durrett, Stoner, Cowarden, and Scott, for 
feeding bushwhackers; returned same day; traveled thirty miles. Ad- 
gust 24, Lieutenants Pharis and Marr, with forty men of both compa¬ 
nies, escorted prisoners to Warrensburg; retuimed next day; traveled 
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thirty iniles. Same day Lieiitenaiit Combs, with thirty-live men, es¬ 
corted PajTnaster Hears to Chapel Hill; traveled thirty miles. August 
2C, took thirty-live men of both coiiipanieSj In obedieiu'e to telegram 
fi‘oin district head(iuarters; proceeded to Big Creek to co-operate with 
Captain Queen, from Warrensbuig; drove Walnut Creek; jumped three 
bushwhackers; drew blood, but got no one. August 27, met Captain 
Queen; proc ceded u}) Big Creek; drove the brush on PantherCreek. Was 
told that a body of Confederates had passed to the westward re(*ently; 
took the direction. On arriving at the residence of ]\lr. Tackett was 
told by him that Palmer, with 140 recruits for the Confederate army, 
had passed between Harrisonville and Pleasant Hill, and left his house 
early the morning of the 20th. Palmer thus being thiity-six hours 
ahead, and night at hand, rendering it utterly impossible to follow him 
till morning, thereby ratually giving him forty-eight houi‘S the start 
of us, it was thought useless to folloAv. We therefore ])roceeded up 
Big Creek. August 28, pro('eeded to the mouth of Crawfoid’s Fork of 
Big Creek, and divided the force, Captain (,}ueen, with one-half, taking 
one side, while I, with the balance, took the other side. Near evening, 
with my s<(uad, ran afoul of a gang of about tifteeii bushwhackers 
within six miles of ("hapel Hill; had a nice little chase of about three 
miles, completely scatteiing the gang, dismounting one man, capturing 
oiic hoise, saddle, and bridle. August 29, again separated as before. 
Captain (Jueen saw and fired upon two bushwhackers. I flushed a 
gang of about ten or twelve in a thicket; wounded 2, but escaped in 
the brush. Captiu'cd 4 horses and eqnii)ments and 3 guns. Two of 
the horses were so badly wounded as to be unable to travel, and were 
left; the saddles of such interior (quality that I destroyed them on the 
ground. August 30, returned to camp, having traveled 115 miles. 
Besides this there was a daily patrol of twenty men to and from 
Pleasant Hill. 

Yery i*espectfrilly, 

, M. U. FOtSTEE, 

Cax)iain^ Commanding. 

Lieut. J. N. Pennock, 

Adjt. 7ih JRegt. Cai\ Mo. ^tatv Mnifia^ Warnnsbiirg, Mo. 


AUGUST 23, 1864.—^Affair at Webster, Mo. 

Rejxort of Maj. James Wilson^ Third Missouri JState Militia Cavalry. 

Pilot Knob, Mo., August 25^ 1864. 

I sent a sq^uad to Cadet Station yesterday morning. Scouts are out 
continually scouring Saint Francois and Washington Counties. A band 
of fifty guerrillas entered Webster and ifiundered the i)lacc ou the morn¬ 
ing of the 23d, and returned in a southwesterly direction. Scouts have 
gone in that direction. I have men engaged in completing Fort David¬ 
son. The work on the fort on Kock Mountain had been suspended 
when I came here. If you desire the work continued please inform me. 
An engineer, sent here by General Kosecrans to report, &c., reports 
that fort a nuisance. 

JAMES WILSON, 

Major^ Commanding, 

Brigadier-General Ewing. 
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ATOirST 23-26, 1864.—Scout from Ozark, Mo., to Dubuque Crossing and 

Sugar Loaf Prairie. 

Report of Capt, John O. Bailey^ Second Arkansas Cavalry {Union). 

Hdqrs. Detachment Second Arkansas Cavalry, 

Near Oza}% August 26^ 1864. 

General : I liave the honor to report that a Mcoiit of one commis¬ 
sioned officer and twenty men which left here on the morning of the 
23d instant returned to-day. They scouted the country as far south¬ 
east as Dubuque, crossing the river and going ten miles farther down 
on Sugar Loaf Prairie. They report no force of the enemy moving 
this direction, and, from the best information could gain, Shelby was 
at Batesville with about 2,500 men, and the general imi>ression is that 
he has been ordered south across the Arkansas Eiver. His conscriiits 
are deserting him faster than he can gather them up. One comiiany of 
sixty-live which was gotten up south of here now number but twelve 
men, which is no doubt correct, since bushwhackers are quite numerous 
through a portion of the country which my scouts ]>ass through. I am 
keeping a small scout at Forsyth and vicinity and between here and 
that point all the time. I sent a lieutenant and twenty men to Du¬ 
buque and vicinity to-day to be absent hve days. I understand Cap¬ 
tain Ball IS going down into that county; if so, wiU not that relieve me 
from scouting there to some extent ? If there are not some heavy rains 
soon will be obliged to move the detachment to where there is water, 
since it is so scarce here now that have to water most of my stock out 
of buckets. Am haulhig forage ten miles, and getting scarce at that. 
Some sixteen head of our best horses are unserviceable, lame with the 
foot evil (a singular disease), and cannot account as to the cause. In 
some cases the hoof comes nearly ofr‘, and there appears to be no 
remedy. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant. 

JOHN 0. BAILEY, 

Captain, Gomdg. Detachment Second Arkansas Cavalry. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Sanborn, 

Commanding District of Southwest Missouri, Springfield, Mo. 


AUGUST 23-28,1864.—Expedition firom Cassville, Mo,, to Fayetteville, Ark., 
and skirmish (24th) at Gerald Mountain, Ark. 

Report of Gapt. James L, Powell, Second Arhansas Cavalry. 

Camp Phelps, Mo., August 29,1864. 

Colonel : I herewith transmit my report of the command which 1 
was placed in charge of by Special Orders, No. 51, headquarters Post 
of Cassville, Cassville, Mo. 

I obedience to instructions I proceeded with the train, leaving the 
Big Spring, near CassviUe, on the morning of the 23d of August. I 
proceeded with caution to Little Sugar Creek, where I encamped with¬ 
out molestation. On the morning of the 24th I continued our move on 
the wire road. I moved forward until in about ten miles of Fayette¬ 
ville, at what is called the Gerald Mountain. The rear guard was sud¬ 
denly attacked by about twenty-five or thirty rebels, who were concealed 
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on our left. At the moment of the attack the rear guard gave way, 
and the rebels seeing this dashed upon the wagons, firing at teamsters 
and mules. Being at the head of the column myself, as soon as I 
heard the firing started to the rear, ordering all the infantry to form 
and protect the advance of the train, while I ordered the cavalry to 
follow me. I immediately made my way to the place of firing with 
what men I could hastily call upon. On arriving at the place of action 
I opened fii*e on some rebels who were shooting one of my wounded 
men. As soon as I commenced firing at the enemy they began to fall 
back. I followed them as far as I thought prudent on account of the 
train. The enemy drew off up a mountain to the east, whereupon I 
thought best to proceed to move on with the train. I proceeded to 
Fayetteville on the 24th. My loss was 1 man killed; 1 other man shot 
in four different parts of the body,* one or two others slightly grazed 
with bullets. Alter remaining at Fayetteville two days I started to 
Cassville on the 27th instant, throwing out flankers on each side of the 
way. I had no further difficulty, and arrived at Cassville the 28th 
instant. I also lost in the fight 1 Government mule and 3 horses. 

JAMES L. POWELL, 

Captain CF, Second ArJcansas Cavalry. 


AUGUST 23-29,1864.—Expedition to Clinton, La., with skirmishes (25th) 
at Olive Branch and the Comite Eiver. 

1.—Maj. Gen. Franris J. HeiTon, U. S. Army, commanding District of Baton Rouge 
and Port Hudson. 

No. 2.—'Brig. Gen. Elias S. Dennis, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division, Nine¬ 
teenth Army Corps. 

No. 3,—Col. Benjamin Domblaser, Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry, commanding First 
Brigade. 

No. 4.—Itinerary of the Cavalry Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, commanded by 
Brig. Gen. Albert L. Lee, U. S. Army. 

No. 5.—Maj. Bacon Montgomery, Sixth Missouri Cavalry. 

No. 6.—Capt. William J. Evans, One hundred and eighteenth Illinois Infantry 
(mounted). 


No. 1. 

Report of Maj, Oen. Francis J, Herron, TJ. S. Army, commanding Dis¬ 
trict of Baton Rouge and Port Hudson, 

Baton Eouge, Aitgxist 28,1864, 

(Eeceived 9.30 a. m.) 

Major: I returned last evening from Clinton, after driving Scott 
twenty miles fi?om that place in the direction of Liberty. He made 
obstinate resistance to both columns for twelve miles from Clinton. 
Our loss is 6 killed and 23 wounded j among the latter are two of Gen¬ 
eral Lee’s staff offieers, Captain McComas and Captain Pierce. The 
enemy’s loss is 30 killed, including 1 field ofiicer, and over 100 wounded, 
including several officers, one of whom, Captain Thompson, is on the 
road mortally wounded and probably dead ere this. We have also over 
20 prisoners, including 1 officer, Captain Bradford, of Colonel Scott’s 
staff*. General Lee met the enemy at Eedwood, seventeen miles fr’om 
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tMs place, and liad a sliarp witli tlaaii at midiiiglit, driving them 
to the Comite Eiver, Avhere they used artillery freely, he didodoino- 
them after several hours’ Avork, laishing close to Clinton. 1 left Hud¬ 
son with the intantry at 5 o’clock on the evening- of the 25th. 'When 
live miles out a bridge hfty feet long gav(^ way with the advance guard 
of cavalry on it, pre(*ipitating* thirty men and horses into a bayou, and 
badly injuring sixmen and a number of liorses. It required tliree hours 
hard labor to rebidid the bridge, and but for the unfortunate delay I 
could have reacdied Clinttm at daylight without resistance, and thus 
have been com])]etely in i-ear of the force watching Lee. A battery of 
four guns that had been at Tunica passed from Jackson to Clinton half 
an hour before I struck the Chnton road. A movement had been ex¬ 
pected from Baton Itouge, but not Ixom Port Hudson, and they were 
comi)letely oft' guard in that direction. "^Vc destroyed their corn stored 
at Clinton and at several points oast and north. (General Lee followed. 
Scott toward Liberty, but at latest advices Scott liad h^ft there and 
was moving in the direction of Osyka. I also had the Goverimjent 
workshop near Clinton destroyed. W'c brought ten or tweh e bales of 
cotton and a number of head of (*attle, also quite a number of negroes. 
I am much indebted to (xenerals Lee and Dennis for the energy dis¬ 
played in pushing forward their commands. Will rej^ort in detail 
to-morrow. 


Eespectfully, 


Maj. Gboroe E. Drake, 

Assistant Adjutant- Qenerah 


F. J. HEEEON, 
A/a/or- General^ Gonmanding, 


NTo. 2 . 

Rejwrt of Brig, Gen, Blias aS'. Dennis, IT, S. Army^ commanding Second, 
Division^ Winetecnfh Army Corps, 

Hdqrs. Second Division, NTinbteenth Army Corps, 

Morganza,^ La,,^ September 1864, 

Captain: I have the honor to transmit herewith the following report 
for the information of the general commanding: 

Pursuant to his instructions of the 23d of August, 1864, 1 embarked 
on steamers with about 3,000 men of my command, and proceeded down 
the river to Port Hudson, La. 5 reached that i)oint at 5 a. m, August24, 
and at 4 p.m.,in compliance with orders from Major-General Herron, I 
took u}) my line of march for Clinton, La., and after inarching all night 
arrived there at 2 p. m. AugUvSt 25, meeting with hut slight opposition 
from the enemy on the way. Eeraained in camp at Clinton until 4 p. 
m. August 26, then started on my return to Port Hudson. I met no 
enemy, hut owing to the excessive heat did not reach that point until 8 
a. m. August 28. Having to await the arrival of boats, we were de¬ 
tained here until 4 p. m., when I proceeded up the river to Morganza, 
La., reaching there without accident on the morning of August 29, 
1864. Below please find list of casualties. 

I have the honor tobe, ca})tain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FLIAS S. DENNTIS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding^ 

Capt. B. Wilson, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ U, S, Forces^ MorganzUy La, 
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First Brigade: Eleveutli Illinois Infantry, 3 men missing; Forty-sixth 
Illinois Infantry, 2 men missing; Seventy-sixth Illinois Infantry, 1 man 
missing; Thirtieth Missouri Infantry, 2 men missing. 

Second Brigade: Forty-seventh Indiana Infantiy, 1 man missing; 
Twenty-ninth Wisconsin Infantiy, 2 men missing; One liundi*ed and 
twentieth Ohio Infantry, 2 men missing. 

Cavalry: Second Kew York Cavalry, 2 men wounded; Fourth U. S. 
Cavalry, 1 man wounded. 

Ai'tillery: Twenty-sixth New York Light Artillery, 1 man wounded. 


No. 3. 

Ee 2 )orf of CoJ, Benjamin Doy)ihla,ser, Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry^ 
commanding First Brigade. 

Hdqes. Fiest Beid., Second Div., IOth Aemy Coeps, 

Morganza^ La., August 29,1864. 

Captain: I have the honor to report that in compliance with orders, 
this brigade embarked on steamers on the night of the 23d instant and 
proceeded to Port Hudson, La., where it disembarked. On the even¬ 
ing of the 24th instant, at 5 p. m., the column moved out in the direc¬ 
tion of Clinton, La., the First Brigade in advance, sup])]ied with hve 
days’ rations and one ammunition w^agoii to each regiment. The com¬ 
mand marched all night, only resting at inteiw'als to enable the column 
to close up, and arrived at Clinton at noon of tlie2r)th. Small scouting 
parties of the enemy only were encountered, who tied at our approach. 
The troops rested until 4 p. in. of the 2()th, when the return march was 
commenced, aniving at Port Hudson on the morning of the 28th, and 
Morgaiiza on the morning of the 20th. Port Hudson is distant tw^enty- 
flve miles from here, and from Port Hudson to Clinton the same. The 
march w^as a very hard one, and the losses sustained by the brigade 
were caused principally by men becoming exhausted by the way and 
being captured by the enemy, who followed in our rear. The following 
are the losses of the brigade: Eleventh Illinois, 3missing; Forty-sixth 
Illinois, 2 missing; Seventy-sixth Illinois, 1 missing; Thirtieth Mis¬ 
souri, 2 missing. 

Bespectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. DOENBLAISEE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade, 

Capt. W, E Kuhn, 

Actg. Asst, Adjt, Gen., i^eeond Division, 19th Army Cori)s. 


No. 4. 

Itinerary of the Cavalry Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, commanded 
hy Brig. Gen. Albert L. Lee.^ 

August 11. —^The division was formed and General Lee announced as 
its commander in General Orders, No. 1, headquarters Department of 


From monthly retxim. 
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tlie Gulf, Office Chief of Cavalry. The Be(‘on(l Louisiana Cavalry was 
aimouiiced as belonging to First Brigade, but by order of M?gor-General 
Canby, commanding Military Dhision of West Mississipx^i, that regi¬ 
ment was consolidated with First Louisiana Cavalry and the men sent 
to the latter regiment, at Morganza, La. The Eleventh NTew York Cav¬ 
alry during the month was stationed at points along the Mississippi 
Ib^Tr above and below a point opposite^ Donaldsonville, La., guarding 
the (‘ountry. 

The division, excepting the Eleventh l^ew York Cavalry, moved out 
of Baton Bouge upon Clinton, La., on the 24th, to co-operate with an 
infantry force from Port Hudson, to strike the rebel forces under Colonel 
Scott. An accident delaying the intantry column, the rebels were not 
surrounded, as w^as designed. The cavalry met the enemy, about 1,800 
strong, and drove him, after severe skirmishing, seven miles beyond 
Clinton, captuilng 2 officers and men. 

A%igiist 27. —Eeturned to camp. The cavalry at other times during 
the month were engaged in picket and scouting duty. 


Ho. 5. 

Report of Maj. Bacon Montgomery ^ SixtJi Missouri Gar airy, 

Headqxjauters Sixth Cavalry Missouri Volunteers, 

Baton Rouge^ La.^ August 28^ 1864. 

Captain: I have the honor to report the following as the part taken 
by my command during the late expedition to Clinton, La.: 

At 2 p. m. August 24 my regiment was in line on the Clinton road 
in rear of'the Second Louisiana Cavalry 5 passing the picket with fifty 
men of my regiment I took the advance and soon came upon a squad 
of the enemy who gradually fell back before [us]; they never returned 
our fire but raised the white flag. I halted the column, not wishing them 
to see our force, and advanced with Captain Jenkins and two men and 
met Captain Brown with three men. I asked for his communication; he 
said it would be forthcoming in a few minutes. In the meantime 1 had 
sent the two men back as messengers to Colonel Fonda. In a few 
minutes I received fche order from you to send the men whom I had 
captured to the rear. The enemy instantly sprang into their saddles 
and started ofl* rapidly, saying they would not be taken, but said they 
would await me a few hundred yards in advance. 1 rode back till I met 
Colonel Fonda, who told me to meet him and if he had any communi¬ 
cation to receive it, if not to give him fifteen minutes to get [out of] 
our way. He said he wanted no longer tiuie than that and dashed ofl*. 
When the time was up we started at a gallop and pursued them two 
miles beyond Eedwood bridge, where, finding it impossible to capture 
them, the heat being so excessive and the main column so far in our 
rear, I ordered a halt and rested until the remainder of the command 
closed up. Soon after dark we were again ordered forward. The enemy 
taking advantage of the darkness of the night and the favorable posi¬ 
tion in front, annoyed us frequently by firing on my advance; at one 
fire they wounded the sergeant who had chai'ge of the advance and his 
horse also. At another time concealing themselves in the thick under¬ 
brush they permitted us to advance mthin ten or twenty feet of them, 
when they opened a rapid fixe on us, killing 3 horses and severely wound- 
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ing 1 mail, but tlieii* lire was returned with such vigor that tliey were 
compelled to abandon their horses, wliich were tied near the road. hTear 
Oomite bridge they tired on us, killing 1 man instantly. Here two com¬ 
panies of my regiment were sent to guard the roads in our rear. Soon 
after we crossed the river, having to swim a few feet. Two miles from 
the bridge we rested a few minutes, and under oiders from the general 
commanding I assumed command of the advance, consisting of a 
detachment of the Fourth Wisconsin in addition to my regiment. We 
immediately charged them, keeping up a running tight until witliiii one 
mile of the tovm, killing and rapt using several, the men using their 
sabers after their carbines and revolvers had been discharged. Here 
the Fourth Wisconsin having been (*onsiderably scattered and very 
much fatigued, I moved the Sixth in their front, and in conjunction 
with about 100 of the One hundred and eighteenth Illinois Mounted 
Infantry on foot, I drove them within and beyond the limits of the 
town, their rear fleeing in confusion and disorder upon onr entrance. 
On 28th we returned to tliis place as rear guard of the division, having 
lost 1 killed and 4 wotmded. 

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

BACON MONTGOMERY, 

Major^ Commanding Sixth Cavalry Missouri -Volunteers, 

Capt. T. 'W. HunsT, 

Acting Assistant Adjntant-GeneraL 


No. G. 

Bejyort of Capt William J, JEJvans^ One hundred and eighteenth Illinois 
, Infantry [mounted), 

Hdqks. 118th REaT. Illinois Mounted Inpantey, 

Baton Rouge, La,, August 28,186d, 
Captain: In compliance with orders received from headquarters 
First Brigade this day, I have the honor to submit the followingstate- 
ment with regard to the part taken by the One hundred and eighteenth 
Illinois Mounted Infantry in the expedition to Clinton, La.: 

When the regiment was formed on the Cliuton i‘oad on the 24th 
instant the One hundred and eighteenth Illinois was third from the 
right under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Logan, who remained 
in command until the column arrived near Cypress Bayou, when he 
returned to camp sick, turning the command over to the undersigned, 
senior captain. After marching to Brushy Bayou, in compliance with 
orders, I sent Captain Shaw, Company G, forward with 100 men to the 
support of the advance, who continued with the advance three miles 
beyond Redwood, when he was ordered to dismount forty men and 
send in advance of the caAmlry deployed under command of Lieut. E. 
B. Hamilton, and to report the remainder of his 100 men to the regi¬ 
ment. These forty men continued in the advance until arriving near 
Olive Branch, where they met the enemy and routed them after a short 
skirmish, in which Private Thomas E. Mix, Company B, was killed. 
They also captm^ed 2 prisoners at this place. This occuiTcd about 2 
a. m. on the 25th instant. After crossing Olive Branch I sent forward 
fifty men, under command of Captains Rosenbrook and Robinson, to 
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relieve Lieutenant Itainilton. They continued on fool skirmishing 
with the enemy to within half a mile of the Comite Eiver. Dining this 
skirmishing Corpl. William P. Eice, Company K, was slightly wounded 
in the foot, and in accordance with orders I dismounted the remainder 
of the regiment and went forward to their support. I arrived at the 
river at daybreak, where I found the enemy in force, who had partially 
destroyed the bridge to obstruct our x)assage. After sharj) skirmish¬ 
ing until neai‘ 9 a. m. the enemy was dislodged. I then ordered the 
command to mount and effected a crossing by swimming the horses 
at the bridge. After the command crossed I was ordered by General 
Lee to report to Major Montgomery, with the regiment, who had com¬ 
mand of the advance, keeping up a running light until the enemy 
made a stand one mile this side of Clinton, when I was ordered to dis¬ 
mount 100 men and advance with them deployed, skirmishing with the 
enemy, dislodging him, and driving him through the city. While in 
Clinton the regiment was on provost duty, where we remained until 9 
a. in. the 27th instant, when we took our line of march, arriving at 
camp near Baton Eouge at 10.30 p. m. 27th instant. 

The total casualties are 1 man killed, 1 man slightly wounded, and 3 
horses from the extreme heat. 

1 take pleasure in saying both officers and men did thcii* duty well. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

WM. J. EVAl^S, 

Captain Company JP, Commanding Begiment. 

Capt. T. W.* Hurst, 

Acting Assistant Adjuff.ff C>iural, First Brigade. 


AUGUST 24,1864.—Skirmish on Gunter’s Prairie, Ind. Ter. 


Report of Maj. Qen. Samuel B. Maxey^ G. S. Aryny. 


Headquarters District oe Indian Territory, 

Fort Towson^ C. A, Septeyyiher 3^ 1864. 

Colonel : I have the honor to state that I am in receipt of General 
Watie’s official report, by which it appears that at daylight on August 
24th ultimo he attacked a Federal camp on north side of Arkansas Eiver, 
on Gunter^s Prairie, about 350 infantry and about 70 cavalry, with a 
detachment of Iris command of about 500. He says; 

The result of this affair was 14 prisoners, al)Out 20 killed, 150 mules and horses, 
and thehuming of a large quantity of hay. I had several men vroimded, 1 kiUed, 
and some horses killed—shot. The principal object was to burn the hay and cap¬ 
ture the stock. 


He says he did not intend to engage enemy with equal numbers, and 
that enemy was stronger than he anticipated. 

Very respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant, 

S. B. MAXET, 

Major-General. 


Col. S. S. Anderson, 

Assistant Adjutayit-General, cCc., Shreveport, La. 



280 


LOnSIA-JTA AND THE TRANS-MISSIRSIPPI. 


[Chap. Ii1JT« 


AUGUST 24, 1864.—^Action at AsMey’s and Jones’ Stations, near Devall’s 

Bluff, Ark. 

No. 1.—^Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of Ark¬ 
ansas. 

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Clmstopher C. Andi'ews, IT. S. Army, commanding Second Di’^ds- 
ion. 

No. 3.—Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavaliy, commanding Third 
Brigade, Cavaliy Division. 

No. 4.—Lieut. Col. Gilbeit Moyeis, Third Michigan Cavalry. 

No. 5.—Brig. Gen. Joseph 0. Shelhy, C. S. Army. 

1. 

BepoiH of Maj, Gen. Frederick Steele^ U. 8. Army, commanding the 
Department of Arkansas. 

Headquarters Department of Arkansas, 

Little Rock, Aiigiist 26, 186i. 

General: On ilie 24tli instant a large rebel force under Sbelby 
made a raid upon tbe railroad between DevalPs Bluff and Brownsville, 
capturing tbe guard, destroying tbe telegraph wire, and tearing up tbe 
teack. They also burned a large quantity of bay and destroyed tbe 
maebines for cutting and pressing. Sbelby’s force is rei:)orted 3,p00 
cavalry and sis pieces of artillery. Before sufficient ibree could be as¬ 
sembled to capture them they were off*. Our troops arc still iu pursuit. 
Our cavalry made tbem take to tbe woods. I have not learned par¬ 
ticulars li‘o*m Devall’s Blulf. It is currently reported that tbe rebels 
have crossed a large force near Arkansas Post, for tbe puriiose of join¬ 
ing Sbelby and attacking DevalPs Bluff* and tbe railroad. Little 
Rock was to be attacked at tbe same time. Colonel Clayton, relying 
upon tbe reports of bis reconnoitering x)arties, does not believe that 
any coiivsiderable force bas crosvsed tbe Arkansas; be thinks that a large 
cavalry force under Price is now moving ui)Oii tbe south side of the 
Saline for tbe puri)ose of crossing tbe Arkansas above here and making 
a raid into Missouri. Price is reported to have 15,000 cavalry, includ¬ 
ing Marmaduke’s division. 1 have been informed by everybody recently 
fi'om tbe south—desertcTS, refugees, &c.—^tbat Price bas been put in 
command of tbe ca\^alry and John Magruder of tbe infantry that are 
to move against me. It is tlie general opinion that Price expects to go 
to Missouri, and bis troops are said to be Jubilant over tbe prospect. I 
have ordered tlie troops at Saint Charles to DevalPs Bluff, and hope 
you wiU send me force enough to enable me to take tbe field and leave 
tbe depots secime. My trooiis are constantly being discharged by expi¬ 
ration of term of service. My instructions are to bold tbe line of tbe 
Arkansas. If my veterans are to be sent to some other department, 
and my force continues to diminish, I should prefer massing tbe whole 
command, taking tbe field with it, and leaving tbe safety of tbe posts 
to future consideration. 

Very respectfully, 

F. STEELE, 
Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. E. R. S. Oanbt, 

Commanding Military Division of West Mississippi. 

Jilst) Jackmaji'h ronort -n 
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m. 2, 

Beports of Brig. Gen. Christopher G. Andreivs, XT. 8. Army^ command¬ 
ing Second Division. 

Hdqrs. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

De-'HiIVs Bluffs ArL, August 25, 1864 — 1.30 p. m. 

General : Yesterday morning I received information from a reliable 
source that tlie rebels bad finished tbeir pontoons* over the Arkansas 
Eiver above the post and that they were to cross day before yesterday 5 
that tbeir plan was to attack Little Eock, DevalPs Bluff, and the rail¬ 
road simultaneously. I wi‘ote a dispatch containing this information 
for General Steele, but the telegraph line was down and has been so ever 
since. At 12.30 o’clock yesterday a messenger from Ashley’s Station 
arrived stating that Shelby, with a force of 2,000, with artillery and a 
train, had attacked and captured that post, and that he had come in 
from the north. Ashley’s Station is twelve miles, perhaps fifteen, from 
here on the railroad. There were about 150 troops there guarding the 
railroad and haymakers. 

Tliere was one station beyond and three this side, at each of which 
were two companies of the Fifty-fourth Illinois Yeteran Volunteer 
Infantry. Subsequent information showed that Col. G. M. IMitchell, com¬ 
manding the Fifty-fourth Illinois, had concentrated six comiianies at a 
station two miles this side of Ashley’s and was resisting the enemy. 
I sent out from here the available force of three regiments of cavalry, 
under Colonel Geiger, numbering about 750, for observation at least, and 
to interpose assistance to Colonel Mitchell if possible. Geiger arrived 
promptly, but Mitchell had been taken. The cavalry commenced to 
engage Shelby only a few minutes after Mitchell surrendered and 
fought him two hours. The enemy, it iwS reported, had 2,000 or 3,000 
men, and I have reasons to believe that he had forces stiU back that were 
not engaged. Our loss was G killed and 42 wounded, I think we lost 
no prisoners. The fight ended by the enemy falling back into the tim¬ 
ber toward the north and a little in this direction. Geiger then fell 
back to prevent the enemy getting between this place and him. Our 
men did more than hold their own. I have had no communication at all 
with Little Eock, and do not know what has been going on there yester¬ 
day and to-day. Of course I know nothing about operations at Pine 
Bluff‘. I am apx)rehensive that the enemy will niove up here from the 
Arkansas Eiver. My forces have lately been taken away to the extent 
of two regiments to strengthen Pine Bluff', and the Fifty-fourth Illi¬ 
nois, a veteran regiment, had lately been taken from here to serve as 
guard for hay contractors, I, therefore, have only about 600 infantry 
and 1,000 effective cavalry, together with one battery. I started some 
scouts through to Little Eock an hour ago. I yevSterday sent to Saint 
Charles for a gun-boat, which 1 soon expect to arrive. 

In haste, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. C. ANTDEEWS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. C. C. Washburn, 

Memphis. 

P. S.—^Three demands were made upon Colonel Mitchell before he 
surrendered. Our loss in infantry must amount to 450 prisoners. 
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Hdqus. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

DevalVs Bluffs Avgust 25^ 1864—2 p. m. 

Major: I desire to communicate in a few brief Hues tbe militarj^ 
condition of affairs in this locality as fer as tliey are known to me. I 
do this because there are at present no means open for communication 
between Little Lock and this place. 1 learned yesterday morning ffoiu 
a reliable source that the rebels had completed pontoons over the Ar¬ 
kansas above the post, and were to cross day before yesterday; that 
their plan was to attack Little Eock, Devall’s Bluff, and the railroad 
simultaneously. I was unable to communicate this intelligence to 
General Steele on account of the telegraph lines being down. At 12.30 
yesterday news by messenger reached me that Shelby had come down 
from the north with 2,000 men, artillery and a train, and attacked the 
hay stations, fifteen miles out. Guarding these stations fr‘om eight to 
fifteen miles out were posts of two companies of infantry at each post. 
The Bifty-fburth Illinois Veteran Volunteer Infantry was on this duty. 
Colonel MitcheU, commanding, concentrated six companies at one post 
and made some resistance. He was finally taken with his force. Oui* 
loss in prisoners thus taken must be about 400 or 500. My force here 
had lately been weakened to re-enforce Pine Bluff, and I have only 600 
infantry, one battery of six pieces, and from SOO to 1,000 cavalry. On 
learning of this attack, however, I sent out all the available cavahy at 
hand under Colonel Geiger, commanding Third Brigade. He took with 
him 750 men, moved out i)romptly, and began to engage the enemy’s 
skirmishers only a few minutes alter Colonel Mitdiell had been taken. 
Geiger had'the Eighth Missouri, Kinth Iowa, and about 150 men of the 
Eleventh Missouri. He engaged the enemy about two houi‘s. The 
enemy then began to lull back toward the north, and inclining this 
way, upon which Geiger fell back to prevent his getting between this 
place and him. Our loss in that fight was 6 killed and 42 wounded. 
The fight took place upon the open prairie and was a gallant affair. 
I yesterday sent down to Saint Charles and requested that a gun-boat 
be sent up. I expect it to arrive soon. Therii are about 1,500 trooi)s 
at Saint Charles which I %vish were here. I am certainly weak, even 
to hold this place against a serious attack of superior numbers. I 
ought to be able to move out and whip completely any such force as 
Shelby has. We are working constantly. I have armed the quarter¬ 
masters employes. A loyal person took pains to travel in some dis¬ 
tance to inform me that Price’s movement toward Pine Bluff‘ was a 
feint; that he would probably attack Little Eock. 

I have the honor to be, very resT)ectfrilly, your obedient servant, 

C. 0. AlilDEEWS, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 

Maj. C. T. Christensen, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ ISfew Orleans, 

Have had no communication with Little Eock since day before 
yesterday. 


Hdqrs. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

JOevaWs Bluffs August 25^ 1864, 

Captain; I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
facts and information I am able to furnish in regard to the attack by 
General Shelby’s forces yesterday on the railroad and haymakers’ sta¬ 
tions, near Ashley’s Station. 
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ACTTON NEAB BEVALL’s BLUFF, ARK. 

1 will iirst remark tliat tlie telegraph line was down all day yester¬ 
day, and to show the int'ormation which I received early yesterday 
morning, will copy the dispatch which 1 sent to the telegraph oJSice: 

IIeadquarteks Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

* DecalVs Jiluff, Atif/vst 24,1SC4—8 a. m, 

Capt. C. H. Dyer, Little liodk: 

A Mrs. Jones (loyal), wLo lives just Lelow conlliicnce of Bayou Metoo and-Bayou 
Tv o Prairies, overheard conversation day before yesterday, at her borne, between two 
Confederate scouts, to the eJtect that rebels bad pontoons over the Arkansas above 
the post and would cross by yesterday; that tlio plan was to attack Little Rock, the 
railroad, and Devall’s Bluft* at tbe same time, 

C. C. ANDREWS, 
BrUjadier-Creniral, Cominandhig, 

hfoTE.—This was not sent on 24th, wires being down; action at hay 
station. 

At abont 12.30 p. m. a man from the First Nebraska came riding in 
haste Tip to my headquarters and reported that Shelby had captured 
Ashley^s Station, where w^ere tw^o companies of Fifty-fourth Illinois 
A'olunteer Infantry and a detachment of the First Nebraska; that 
Shelby came upon the railroad from the north; that he had about 
2,000 men, artillery, and a wagon train; also that he was moving upon 
the other hay stations in this direction (Ashley’s Station is full twelve 
miles distant from liere). Immediately on receipt of this intelligence I 
directed Ool. W. F. Geiger, commanding Third Brigade (cavalry), to pro¬ 
ceed with his available force at hand toward Shelby to interpose assist¬ 
ance to the infantry if he could, or at any rate to observe the enemy. 

Headquarters Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

DevalV§ Bluff, August 24,1804. 

Col. W. F. Geiger, (^onmandmg Third Brigade: 

Colonel: You will send a scout of 200 men, with four clays’ rations, in direction 
of Arkansas Post, to start immediately. The oJiicer in command will report at these 
beadquarters for instructions. 

By order of Brig, Gen. 0. C. Andrews: 

W. A. MARTIN, 

Fh'bt Lieut., Third Michigan Cavalry, Actg. Jsst. Adjt. Gen. 

Before noon Colonel Geiger w'as excaised from sending this scout till 
morning, on account of expectation of the regiments being paid. 

Colonel Geiger was very prompt in moving otf, taking with him the 
Eighth and Eleventh Missouri and the Ninth Iowa Cavalry. About 
fifteen minutes after the hrst messenger arrived another of the First 
Nebraska arrived with intelligence similar to the first, and subsequently 
for an hour or two enlisted men and citizen employes came in every 
halt‘hour or so, confirming the intelligence. Each one reported the 
enemy’s force from 2,000 to 2,500, and altogether superior to the detach¬ 
ments guarding the hay contractors. They represented that they had 
been only a little more than an hour coming in. At about 2 o’clock a 
messenger bimiglir me a communication from Col. G. M. Mitchell, com¬ 
manding Fifiy-foiirth Illinois Infantry Veteran Volunteers, and the 
other troops guarding haymakers, of which the following is a copy: 

Jones and Lane’s Hay Station, August 24,1864. 

General Andrews: 

I am surrounded by a large number of cavalry from tbe nortli of the railroad. 
Ashley’s Station surrendered, and hay burned. I have concentrated six companies 
at this station and will light to tlie last; send help if possible. The enemy have two 
pieces of artillery. 

G. M. MITCHELL, 
Colonel, Commanding, 

P* S.—^I have heard nothing of the two companies at the stockade. I rode up to 
Myei:s’ Pass and the light took place in mv absence. 
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Soon after the receipt of this I sent an engine witli four platlorni-cars 
■witli instructions to take up tlie two companies of Twelftli Michigan Vol¬ 
unteer Infantry guarding railroad bridge from eight to ten miles dis¬ 
tant from here, and proceed on with them as a re-enforcement, or in 
case that appeared impracticable to bring them in. Lieut. E. 0. Lither- 
land, acting aide-de-camp, volunteered to carry out these instructions. 
Upon getting out beyond the farthest of these small posts, it appeared 
that the hay stations were on lire. There was constant firing, and it 
was not thought prudent by the lieutenant to proceed any farther. 
Both companies of the Twelfth Michigan wei‘e soon afterward brought 
in. At this time Colonel Geiger’s command had not reached the 
enemy. Colonel Geiger’s skirmishers began to engage the enemy 
about a mile this side of Jones’ liay station, and he reports that 
it was only a very few minutes after the firing had ceased at that sta¬ 
tion that they commenced. He moved on beyond Jones’ Station and 
there learned li*om a wounded man, as well as Aom appearances of 
things there, that Colonel Mitchell and the six companies with him 
had been captiued. Although the enemy largely outnumbered Colonel 
Geiger’s command, he engaged him for about two hours in a brisk fight. 
The enemy then began to fall back toward the timber and to the north, 
moving at the same time in this direction. At this, Geiger began also 
to fall back this way. Our men are reported to have fought very gal¬ 
lantly. Copies of reports of casualties in each regiment are inclosed. 
The number of killed, wounded, and missing is as follows: Eighth Mis¬ 
souri Cavahy, killed, 3; wounded, 3G; Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, 
killed, 3: wounded, 7. Total, killed, C: wounded, 43. 

C. C. AISDEEWS, 
Brigadier^ Oeneralj Gommayiding, 

Capt. C. H. 1)YER, Tjittle Rock. 

Hdqrs. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

DevaWs Bluff, August ^7, 1864. 

Since my report of the 25th was wi*itten I learned that the two 
companies of the Fifty-fourth Illinois at the stockade were not taken. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Chapman, of the Fifty-fourth Illinois, was on the 
train that was bringing the iDaymaster along that day. As soon as 
it was known that the enemy was in the vicinity he had the pay¬ 
master’s box of money put on the engine with instructions to have it 
burned if the train was captured. The sutler of the First Nebraska 
escaped from the enemy, and I learned that he reports that the pris¬ 
oners were taken in a southwest direction, and that any prisoner who 
feU out or was unable to keep up (and they were marched fast) was 
shot. I will have the sutler’s deposition taken as soon as T can have 
his personal attendance. Two companies of the Twelfth Michigan were 
sent out yesterday to occupy the posts about eight miles/listant from 
here. I went out there myself on a x)latform-car. I sent out Lieutenant- 
Colonel Chapman with a party yesterday to repair the telegrajih. I 
exiiect it wifi soon be working. One boat, the Hate Hart, has started 
to Saint Charles. 

In haste, very respectfully, &c., 

0. C. AHDEEWS, 
Brigadier- General. 

Capt. C. H. Dyer, Little Rock. 

P. S.—I received dispatch this morning to send out Colonel Geiger 
with his available force. He is ready to move. 


0. 0. A. 
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Report of GoL Washington F. Geiger^ Eighth Misso^lri Cavalry^ com¬ 
manding Third Brigade, Cavalry Division, 

HuQRt^. Third Brio., Cay. Diy., Seyenth Army Corps, 

Brownsville, Arl\, October 14, 1804, 

In compliance to telegram just received from the major-general com¬ 
manding, I have the honor to report that on the 24th day of August, 
at 1.30 p. in., I received the following communication from Brigadier- 
General Andrews, commanding forces at Devall’s Bluff: 

lICADQUAliTEllS SLCOKO DIVISION, SEVENTH AlOlY OOIiPb, 

All {just Ji, 18 Gi, 

Col. \V. F. GeiCtEE, 

Comniandino Brigade: 

Colonel: A ■ -m ■ r wlio left AsWey^s Station an lioiir and a half ago reports 
that a column oi ■. • .1 ^ , apparently 2,000, were nio\ ing upon and had attacked Ash¬ 
ley S Station. It had a 'wagon tram and was c oming iroin th(‘ north. Move out with 
what force you can take for ohsei\ atiou at least. Interpose assistance to our forces 
if you can. 

C. C. ANDREWS, 

BrUjaditr~OeneraJ, Commanding. 


In twenty minutes I was on the march with detachments Eighth 
Missouri Cavalry, 360, Ninth Iowa, 210, and Eleventh Missouri, 120, 
and moved as rapidly as the condition of my horses would permit in 
the direction of Ashley’s Station. When within one mile and a half of 
Jones’ hay station I heard cannonading which appeared to be at the 
station, and I saw heavy columns of smoke aiising which I supposed 
was burning hay. I resumed my march to a rapid trot, thi’ew out my 
skirmishers, and deployed the Eighth Missouri Cavalry as I marched. 
When within aquarter of aiuile of Jones’ Station the cannonading ceased, 
and seeing a line of about 2,000 of tlie enemy’s (*avali'y drawn up on the 
north side of the railroad, I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Stephens to 
cross the railroad with the Eleventh Missouri and move on the enemy’s 
left flank, while the Eighth Missouri attacked him in ffont, keeping the 
Ninth Iowa as a reserve. Tlie enemy immediately opened a heavy fire 
of musketry, which was replied to by our carbines. The fighting con¬ 
tinued about two hours, during which time my line advanced steadily 
while that of the enemy retired slowly, but in good order. The enemy 
made two or tliree attempts to charge my left lank, but were repulsed 
each time. I had now driven the enemy back into the timber, where I 
discovered two lines of dismounted men, who appeared to be endeavor¬ 
ing to outflank me on the left, and get between my force and Devall’s 
Bluff*. Night coming on, I withdrew my forces, and retiuned to DevaU’s 
Bluff*, arriving at 9 p. m., having marched thirty miles and fought two 
hours after 2 p. m. with horses that had just returned from a hard scout 
without having feed for two days. My loss in killed and wounded were: 
Eighth Missouri Cavalry, killed, 6; wounded, 38; missing, 1. Eleventh 
]\Iissouri Cavalry, killed, 3; wounded, 5. Both officers and men behaved 
as soldiers should. Had my horses been in such a condition tha^t I 
could have charged the enemy I might have punished him more severely. 
Of Colonel Mitchell I know nothing. The officer in charge of my skir¬ 
mishers said he saw the enemy hurrying fhe prisoners toward the 
timber as he advanced. 


W. F. GEIGEB, 

Commanding Brigade^ 

Lieut. Col. W. 1), Green, 

Assista/nt Adjutant-General, Department of Arkansas. 
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Itinerary of the Third Brigade^ Second Diiiision, Seventh Army Corjys^ 
GoL Washington F. Geiger^ Bighth Missouri Cavalry, commanding,^ 

^ # * * # # * 

Aiig^ist j:2I ,—^At 1 !>. ni. tlie brigade marched io-waid Ashley's Station, 
seventeen miles from Devall’s Bluff, on tlie Alempliis and Little Eoek 
Kailroad, where it was reported the enemy had made liis appearance 
in force. On arriving near the station oui* pickets engaged those of 
the enemy, where he showed himself in force on the open prairie, com¬ 
manded by the rebel General Shelby. Line of battle was formed and 
the action commenced, which lasted for two hours and ten minutes, 
when oiu? supply of ammunition was exhausted. We then withdiew in 
good order to DevalFs Bluff*. The enemy weie as anxious to leave as 
we were. Ai)parently they vithdiew at the same time, leaving their 
dead uiiburied. Our loss was not heavy, the enemy losing heavily 
both in killed and vouiided, notwithstanding they oiitnumliered us 
thi’ee to one. The brigade returned to camp at 10 p. m. of the same 
date. 

* * * # * * -ife 


No. 4. 

Reports of Lieut, Col, Gilbert Moyers, Third Michigan Cavalry, 

Brownsville, August 21, 1S64, 

Train has returned from Ashley’s with Lieutenant Colonel Chapman, 
Fifty-fourth Illinois, and force. He lost 75 men. A surgeon irom that 
regiment was cax>tured, and since returned. He saw Shelby, who is in 
command of a force to number 1,500. Two of our wounded are here. 
Enemy in possession of road at last accounts. 

MOYEES, 

Lieutenant- Colonel, Command mg, 

Capt. C. H. Dyer, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Brownsville, August 24, iSGi, 

The enemy have cajitured Ashley’s Station and burned it. Force not 
known. They have artillery. 

G. MOYEES. 

Capt. C. H. Dyer. 


No. 5. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Joseph 0. Shelby, C, 8. Army, 

Hdqrs. Confederate Forces of Northern Arkansas, 

August so, ISGi, 

Colonel: I report to you with pleasure another severe fight and 
another substantial wetory on the 24th of August. 1 moved with 2,500 

''From monthly return. 
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men squarely against tlie railroad leading from Devall’s Bluff to Little 
Book, knowing that if General Price reac]i(‘d there, as he sujjposed he 
would be able to do, I could render liim vital and iin])ortant assistance. 
I started from the neighborhood of Jacksonport and had to mai’ch 
within twenty-four miles of Little Eock to Austin to cross Big Cy]^ress 
at the bridge there, which stream was running out bank full and ine- 
sistible. After a rapid and hard march I gained the prairie, about six 
miles from DevalPs Bluff*, and found the Fifty-foui‘th Illinois Infantry 
strongly posted at Ashley’s Station I^To. 1, in a mixed fortification of 
logs, dirt, and hay. The surprise was complete. As I debouched from 
the timber on the green and emerald prairie little squads of Pederals 
were scattered here and there, and away to the east a dozen or more 
machines were busily engaged baling hay. My column was well closed 
up and marching in column of fours, and the white covered wagons 
vith the artilhuy looked very much like a retuining Federal expedition. 
Very soon, however, their coniidence was destroyc^d, and the rusti<*at- 
ing bands dozing away the hot summer hours were fleeing the wrath to 
come. 

My forlorn hope of an advance under the brave and intrepid Williams 
immediately chaiged the retreating enemy, and a wave of steel over¬ 
leaped and swallowed up the fleeing blue coats. The fort was sm- 
rounded, the artillery opened at point-blank range, and high over the 
white bursts of the powder-cloud that drifted and floated away before 
the battle breeze a white flag waved out as a token of surrender. 

The results of the capture were 150 prisoners, 200 small-arms, besides 
large quantities of supplies. 

Station 2 was next attacked, captured, and destroj^ed, and 100 
more prisoners added to the first. Station Iso. 3 shared the same fate, 
while 50 more ])risoners swelled the number. Stations Kos. 4 and 5 
were stubborn and defiant, and held on for awhile under a pitiless and 
vsplendid artillery fire. Yeterau Illinois and Indiana infantry were in 
tliese redoubts, and they had a hatred of surrendering, although I had 
never asked them to do so. Time pressed. Five hours had been spent 
ip this operation and I could not wait. Colonel Shanks, commanding 
my old brigade, than whom a braver nor a better man set a squadron 
in the field, was ordered to dismount his men. Colonel Jackman also 
dismounted a portion of his brigade, and these fornring with Colonel 
Shanks dashed forward under their intrepid leader at the pas de charge^ 
while a strong body of cavalry were held well in hand for any emergency. 
The garrison greAv uneasy, but over the sea of dark green prairie, over 
the white puffs of the bursting bombs, and the rippling shots of the skir¬ 
mishers, a long blue line of Federal cavalry and infantry came looming 
up, and as they grew nearer and nearer out from the doomed forts the 
garrison rushed with frantic speed for help and hope too late. As the 
dismounted men reached the ditches and palisades the reserve cavalry, 
whose steeds had all the long forenoon been chanqung iinx)atient bits, 
dashed away after them in a long, fierce gallop. Sharp and brief the 
chase. When within 500 yards of their Mends the Federals were over¬ 
taken, surroimded, ridden over, and Colonel Mitchell and 450 of his 
officers and men surrendered unconditionally. They were immediately 
countermarched and double-quicked to the rear, the bullets of their 
Mends aU the while ringing fierce, discordant meter. 

The situation was now getting dark and troublesome. A heavy force 
was coming up rapidly from Devall’s Bluff, and the regiment I had dis¬ 
posed under Colonel Hunter, of Jackman’s brigade, and a battalion of 
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iny old brigade, under Major McDaniel, were falling back, paiiifally but 
manfully fighting like heroes. From Little Rock another column had 
Just arrived, and these two bodies were uniting with an ugly look, 
presaging the coming hinricane. I had sent my artillery and or^iance 
train under escort of McCray’s brigade to the rear as soon as the Fed¬ 
eral re-enforcements appeared, for I knew my skeleton animals could 
never take them from the moist and muddy prairie if a swift retreat 
was necessary, and now I faced them at an odds of one to five. They 
formed a line of battle rapidly and came on in splendid style, and I fell 
back gradually before them, giving shot for shot and bringing off every¬ 
thing. Twice they feebly charged with the blare of bugles and the 
rattle of impatient arms, and twice the old veterans of my command 
drove them back in confusion and dismay. All day and night they 
followed me to Austin, which was reached by daylight, where I had 
left Colonel Dobbin, and where 1 halted for the day after marching 
forty miles from sun to sun and fighting six hours. 

At Austin I placed two regiments under command of Col. B. F. Gor¬ 
don, a brave and skillful ofScer, and ordered him to bring* up the rear. 
He held the bridge and banks of the stream, which the Federals after 
dismounting charged furiously three successive times, and were charged 
in turn three times by Col. B. F. Gordon with brilliant dash. This sat¬ 
isfied them, and I returned to White River without further molesta¬ 
tion. 

The immediate and tangible fruits of my expedition arc 577 prisoners, 
including 1 field officer and 11 line officers; over 200 Fedeials killed 
and wounded; ten miles of railroad track destroyed completely—the 
ties torn up and burned, the iron heated and bent, telegraph destroyed, 
bridges and tiestle-works ruined; 3,000 bales of hay destroyed by tire; 
20 hay machines chopped to pieces; 5 foits lazed to thegimind; 500 
stand of small-aims distributed to my unarmed men; many fine horses 
captured; 12 barrels of salt brought off* the field and given to a com¬ 
mand suffering for it, besides supplying many needy soldiers with 
blankets, shoes, boots, hats, and clothing. All this wus done ^vithiii 
six miles of Devall’s Bluff*, and my detail was tearing up the track 
while the enemy’s bullets, fired at the covering regiments, were throw¬ 
ing the splinters from the ties in their very faces. 

My thanks are due to Colonels Shanks, Gordon, Hunter, Jackman, 
and Erwin; Major McDaniel, Captains Williams, Langhorne, Adams, 
McCoy, and Lieutenant-Colonel Blackwell for their eminent and de¬ 
voted services. In fact, every officer under my command, and the men 
as a body, deserve great praise for the heroic manner in which they 
stormed fortifications and met and defeated largely superior numbers 
of the enemy. 

My loss in the entire engagement is 173 killed and wounded. Among 
this number there fell mortally wounded Lieutenant Stone, of Shanks’ 
regiment, and Lieutenant Dickey, of Smith’s regiment, two as gallant 
spirits as ever laid down their lives a wilhng sacrifice for their coun¬ 
try teneath the banner of the bars. 

Col. A. S. Dobbin, left at Austin to cover my rear on account of Big 
Cypress being swimming, performed his 'duty ably and perfectly. 

JO. O. SHELBY. 


Lieut. Col. J. F. Belton, 

Assistant Adjutant-(jeneraly Gamdeuy Arh. 
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AUGUST 25, 1864.—Skirmishes at Morgan’s lerry and on the Atchafalaya 

Eiver, La. 

Rei)ori of Brig. Geyu Michael K. Lawler^ TJ, S- Army. 

Headquarters XJ. S. Porces, 
Morganzaj La.^ August ^8^ 1861. 

I \rould respectliilly reijort for the information of the major-general 
commanding that Lieutenant-!'olonel Gurney, Second New York Cav- 
ahy, with a party of fifty cavalry made a reconnaissance to Morgan\s 
Ferry on the 25th instant. He found tlie enemy encamped on the oi)- 
posite side in some force with four pieces of artillery in position; two 
miles this side the river lie encountered a rebel picket consisting of 
one lieutenant and six men; these were pursued to the river, where they 
took refuge under the bank, under cover of their guns, (’olonel Gur¬ 
ney, however, with half his force, very gallantly charged up to the 
river, and, although exposed to a heavy fire from the enemy’s artillery, 
succeeded in capturing and bringing ofi* the picket without loss. On 
the same day Capt. E. P. Yeaton, First Louisiana Cavalry, with 100 
men, visited the Atchafalaya by way of the New Texas road, Bayou 
Latenache, and Eobinson’s plantation. On the road they met a party 
of four rebels and captured their horses and equipments. The men 
escaped to the woods. They struck the xltchafalaya at the mouth of 
Alamie Bayou; captured a Oontederate soldier in the act of crossing 
the river in a small boat used as terry. Onecom])any of the enemy are 
encamped on the opposite side. Captain Yeaton dismounted his men 
and fired a volley into their camp and drove them from it in confusion, 
killing a number of horses. Under cover of the dismounted men Lieu¬ 
tenant Emmons and four men of the First Louisiana Cavalry took the 
boat, crossed over to the camp, destroyed 10 Enfield rifies, 12 or 
15 saddles and equipments, and threw all movable camp and gar¬ 
rison equipage into the river, and recrossed in safety. The captain re¬ 
turned to camp without further adventure of interest. The prisoners, 
Lieutenant Gilley and six men of the Thirty-fourth and one of the First 
Texas Eegiment, were sent down yesterday. 

M. K. LAWLEE, 
Brigadier ~ General. 

Capt. S. C. Farrington, Staff of Major-General Reynolds. 


AUGUST 25-29, 1864.—Scouts in Jackson and Cass Counties, Mo., with skir¬ 
mish (26th) near Pleasant Hill. 

No. 1.—Col. Jainea TT. Ford, Sooond Colorado Cavalry. 

No. 2.—Sergt. Henry J. Tibbits, Company D, Second Colorado Ca\alry. 

No. 1. 

B>cj)orf of Gol. flames JHf. Fordj Second Colorado Oar airy. 

Kansas City, Md., August 1864. 
Fourteen foot-scouts, under Corporal Shaw, had a fight with not less 
than sixty bushwhackers yesterday morning, eight miles east of Pleas¬ 
ant Hill, killing 2 and also wounding 2, disabling some horses. No one 
hurt on our side. 

J. H. FOED, 
Colonel^ Commanding. 

Capt. James H. Steger, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

19 B B—von XLI, pt I 
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yo. 2. 

Report of Scrgt Henry J, TihhitH^ Company Second Colorado Gav^ 

airy. 

Independence, Mo., Auymt ^9^ 1864. 

Sir: I have the hoDor to report my foot scoirt: 

I started ftom here about 10 o’clock on the 25th day of August, 1864, 
with twenty-three men, and imoceeded to Captain West’s camp, on Fire 
Prairie, distance twelve miles. There I took ten more men, making 
my force in all thirty-three men, and about 7 o’clock that same evening 
I proceeded north from said camp about twelve miles and then camped 
for the night. The next morning I proceeded north about six miles to 
Six-Mile Ci'eek; thence northeast to the telegraph road, a distance of 
about six miles, and there I found that the bushw^hackers had pulled 
the wire down in the road and piled rails on it in such a manner that a 
person riding fast in the night might hurt himself by running against 
it. I then struck off in an easterly direction to Fire Prairie Creek, a 
distance of about seven miles, and there camped for the night. The 
next morning I proceeded southeast to Judge G-ray’s. There my pick¬ 
ets saw three bushwhackers and fired upon them; and I also learned 
there that Thornton had crossed the liver on Wednesday night with 
about 150 men and had gone south. About seventy-five of them fed in 
that vicinity the next morning after crossing the river. And 1 also 
learned that there were about 400 of the militia in pursuit of them. 
Then I proceeded about one mile on Bone Bill and saw eight bush¬ 
whackers, but they w ere some distance off‘ and 1 did not get a shot at 
them. I then camped for the night. 1 saw plenty of signs about ther<\ 
The next morning I went back to-Judge Gray’s and I learned there that 
Todd was in the country with about 150 men. I then started south and 
went across Bone Hill to llobinson’s. I saw plenty of signs on my route, 
and at Robinson’s I saw plenty of fresh camps and where there had 
a large command crossed Bone Hill. I staid there until about 6 p. m., 
and learned that fifty men had stopped there the night before and fif¬ 
teen that morning, and fed. They were said to belong to Thornton’s 
command. I then struck west, and after marching about one mile and 
a half, and about half a mile ftom the Widow Robinson’s, I met eight 
bushwhackers in the brush and fired upon them, and saw six go off 
mounted and tvD loose horses following without riders. I then went 
to the Widow Robinson’s house and learned there that eight bush¬ 
whackers had been there that evening and taken supper, and that Todd 
had been there the day before with twenty-four men and drawn up in 
line before the house, and after waiting there about one hour two men 
came from the brush and talked with him some time. Then they dis¬ 
banded and went into the brush in squads of about four or five men in a 
squad. I also learned that they had been passing there for the last 
week in small squads and I saw plenty of tracks, and I think that there 
is a command near there of about 100 or 150 men. I staid there until 
dark and then struck a southwest course for about four miles and camped 
for the night. Then this morning I started about 4.30 o’clock for 
Captain West’s camp, and arrived there about 8 o’clock, distance seven 
nules. I remained there about an hour and then left the ten men there 
that I got there and came to Independence with the balance of my com¬ 
mand, arriving here at 12.30 p. m. I saw no signs after leaving the 
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hills on the other side of Fire Prairie. I believe that they are collect¬ 
ing together in that vicinity either for the purpose of making a raid or 
to go south. 

Yery respectMly, your obedient servant, 

HENEY J. TIBBITS, 

iSergt, Go. i>, Second Colorado Cavalry^ Comdg. Detachment. 
Maj. J. Nelson Smith, 

Commanding Station. 


AUGUST 25-30, 1864.—Scout in Platte County, Mo. 

Rejgort of Capt. JEdward Morris^ Sixth Missouri Cavalry, 

Saint Joseph, Mo., August 31 , 1864 . 

SiK: I have the honor to make the following report of my actions and 
observations while commanding a scout through Platte County. The 
party, consisting of one commissioned officer beside myself and forty 
enlisted men of the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, left Saint Joseph on 
the 25th instant at 7.30 a. m.; marched a zigzag direction (the general 
course being south of southeast) to a point on Platte City and Liberty 
stone road, ten miles ftom Liberty; thence marched south six miles to 
Barry and Hampton stone road; thence west to Platte City and Park- 
ville s.tone road; marched down to Pai'kville, arriving at 11 p. m. on 
the 27th. On the 28th marched toward Hampton and Farley through 
the woods, scouting all out-of-the-way places and guerrilla harbors. 
Passed between Weston and Platte City, marching on unfrequented 
roads to New Market. I'rom New Market passed ArnoldsviUe and Mat- 
ney^s Mill. Passed through The Hackle, over Platte Eiver stone bridge, 
and arrived at Saint Joseph last evening at 5 p. m., having marched, 
principally by by-roads and paths, 130 miles, and touched the followings 
named places: Agency Ford, ArnoldsviUe, IMatney’s Mill, Union Mills, 
Eidgeley, Einggold, Jordan’s Ford, on Smith’s Fork of Platte Eiver, 
Me(Eing’s Old Mill, Sinithville, Second Creek, Union Church, Todd’s 
Creek, Hampton, Parkville, point opposite Atchison, Kans., Farley, Bee 
Creek bridge, New Market, Taos, Clauser’s Old Mill, Sparta, Wright’s 
Ford, The Hackle, Easton, and the Platte Eiver bridge, near* Saint 
Joseph. I threw out scouts each day four or five miles on either flank of 
the marching column, and had them to report to me twice every twenty- 
four hours. I was fired on near Jordan’s Ford; also near Walker’s, or 
Hampton. Followed the bushwhackers thi ee times, and had one horse 
slightly wounded accidentally. Destroyed some thirty or forty guns that 
were in the houses of rebels, and disarmed all parties not honestly loyal on 
our way. Scouts and advanced guards report running after and shoot¬ 
ing three rebels. I heard of Oy. Cordon near Platte City, and believe he 
is still in the country. Chiles has been in the vicinity of ArnoldsviUe 
since the 25th, stealing horses. In my opinion nothing can be accom¬ 
plished against guerriUas in small parties, unless their harborers and 
feeders be kiUed or driven out of the country and a similar system of 
warfare be practiced against themselves. I would respectfully suggest 
the idea of organizing fifty partisan rangers for such service in each 
county wh ere guerriUas harbor and commit depredations. The loyal men 
of Platte and Buchanan Counties would gladly fill up such organizations, 
which could be handled independently and to more advantage than 
any regiment of volunteers now in service. Lieutenant Hutchinson, of 
Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, did good service and was prompt in caary- 
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iiig out my orders. Tlie meu of tlie squadron acted nobly, and I dare 
say created a good impression upon the minds of all loyal citizens. 
Captain Snyder, of Saint Joseph, and Lieutenant liToland, of Parkville, 
gave me all the assistance asked for, cheerfully sending their best men 
as gniides to my command. 

Hoping the maneuvers and marches executed may meet the approval 
of the general commanding, 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. MOEEIS, 

Captain^ Sixth Missouri Cavalry, 

Oapt. G. A. Holloway, 

Assistant Adjutant-Generals Dist of XortJi Missouri, 


AUGUST 25-30. 1864,—Scout to Crisp’s Mill, on Big Creek, Mo., with skir¬ 
mish near Eose Hill. 

Report of Capt, Oscar B, Qneerij Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 

Hbqes. Co. M, Seventh Cav. Missouri State Militia, 

Camp Grover^ August 31^ 1864, 

Sir: In pursuance to Special Orders, ISTo. 82, dated headquarters 
Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Camp Grover, August 25,1864, 
I proceeded with Lieut. Samuel W. McGuire and fifty men to the vicinity 
of Big Creek, under the guidance of W. E. Chester, for the purpose of 
scouting the countiy thoroughly. I have the honor to report the result 
of that scout: Proceeding through Post Oak Timber and visiting every 
place likely to afford refuge for rebels without success I came on to 
Bear Creek, which I efiectually scoured, seeing occasionally a single 
trail. Through this country there is a citizen guard patrolling, and fre¬ 
quently we would strike their trail, several times running on to small 
squ^s of them. I will mention here that serious consequences might 
have resulted i^om my not having had the challenge signal communi¬ 
cated to me, although I applied for it before leaving. Having given 
this country a thorough scouring, I proceeded to Panther Creek, where 
I met the scout from Holden, under Captain Foster, consisting of thirty 
men. Having joined our commands, we soon fell on the trail of a rebel 
force, ^aid to number 140 men, under command of a Major or Captain 
Farmer or Palmer. Coming to where they had breakfasted we found 
from the people there that they were aiming to get south, leaving word 
with the old man for all bushwhackers he might see to come out south 
and give up bushwhacking.^^ A part of this command is represented 
as being unarmed and weU provided with provisions and good horses. 
They had passed two days previous, consequently we considered it 
useless to foUow. The command is from Independence. We proceeded 
to Camp Branch. I here gave Captain Foster a sufficient number of 
men to equalize our commands, and taking each a side of the creek, 
made a drive down it to Big Creek, which we thoroughly searched. 
Passing on to Crawford^s Fork of Big Cr*eek, we scouted it as we had 
done Camp Branch back to Big Creek, which we treated in like manner 
on as far as Crisp^s Mill. Within six miles northwest Eose HiU, and in 
neighborhood of this miU, Foster ran into two small squads from seven 
to ten men each. He captured 1 very fine gray horse and full rig 
with TJ. S. mail sack under saddle, belonging to a notorious bush¬ 
whacker named John Eeeves. He got two or three old citizen saddles 
also and left two or three worthless wounded horses belonging to the 
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robeK, Ele tliiuks lie may liave wounded ouc or two. Here too I ran 
on to two but effected notliing beyond expending about forty rounds of 
ammunition. They would not stop to return tire, and out of sigM in a 
few seconds. The (country extremely rough and covered with hazel 
and scrub-oak. T^"e understood here that a Lieutenant Lowry and 
twelve men from rebel army in rebel unitbrm are in that country or on 
Blackwater. What their piu-pose is no one could or would tell. 
Lowry’s wife lives near Mrs. Fulkerson, near Crisp’s Mill. T think the 
order to ‘‘thoroughly scout” the Big Creek country has been fully car¬ 
ried out, and too much credit cannot be given to my guide tor his 
industry and ingenuity on the route. He would frequently at night 
start out dressed in rebel uniform and iilay off on the sympathizers of 
that country, getting thereby much information. It was by this we 
obtained the information about Lieutenant Lowry. My opinion is that 
thirty-five will cover the number of bushwhackers scattered in the Big 
Creek country. The people there have been fi'ightened by the scout to 
that degree (I mean the rebels) that they are under the impression 
that the whole country around them is filled with Federals. We went 
within four miles of Chapel Hill and six of Eose Hill, thoroughly scout¬ 
ing the Basin Knob country. The parties we came on were taken 
totally by surprise, not dreaming of Federals being in the country. 
My men were without rations two days before coming in, having had 
their haversacks torn from them by the brush in the chase after the 
squads mentioned above. I left on August 26, and returned to camp 
August 30. 

I am, revS])ectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. B. QIJEEK, 

Gapt, Company ill, Seventh Cavalry Missottri State MUitia, 
Col. T. T. Crittenden, 

Commanding Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia. 


AUGITST 25-30, 1864.—Operations on the Texas Prairie, in Jackson County, 

Mo. 

Report of Lieut. Got Bazel F. Lazear^ First Missouri State Militia 

Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. Second Sxtb-Dtst., Dist. of Central Missouri, 

In the Fields August BO^ 1864. 

Captain : I have the honor to report that since my report of the 27th 
the troops under my command have scouted the counfry between the 
Missouri Eiver and the Snibar and the Texas Prairie country, and 
report no guerrillas found in that section. There are some six in be¬ 
tween the two Davis’ Creeks and some eight between Lexington and 
Wellington. On the 25th Lieutenant Groomer, whom I had left with a 
foot-scout in the Pool Settlement, found one of the horses that was 
captured from Company F at Arrow Eock tied in the brush. He left a 
party to watch the horse. Late in the evening a man by the name of 
Eutherford came to the horse with water and feed, and was shot and 
killed and the horse wounded. Captain Wyckoff has also returned 
from the Tabo country and reports no guerrillas there. I learn there 
is a small party near Dover, Had no news from Saline County, but 
suppose all quiet there, or I would have been advised by Captain Moore. 
The command, except Company F, will concentrate on the 31st on the 
Waddle farm, five miles from Lexington, on the Lexington and Greenton 
road, for muster, for pay, and to receive rations, when the command 
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will be divided, sending Major Mnllins and one battalion to Saline 
County for the purpose of making a thorough scout thi’oiigh the two 
counties at the same time. As I think there will be no more interrup¬ 
tions of mail communication between Lexington and Warrensburg, I 
forward by mail and will receive my communications from district head¬ 
quarters at Lexington. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. LAZEAR, 

Lieut. Col. First Cavalry ^lissonri State Militia, Commanding. 

Capt. Jambs H. STEasR, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., List, of Central Mo., Warrensburg, Mo. 


AUGUST 26-31, 1864.—Skirmish near Bayou Tensas (26th) and expedition 
from Goodrich’s Landing to Bayou Macon, La. (28th-31st). 

No. 1.—Report of Col. A. Watson Webber, Fifty-first IT. S. Colored Troops. 

No. 2.—Report of Maj. Charles H. Cbapiu, Third U. S. Colored Cavalry. 

Xo. 1. 

Report of Col. A. Watson Webber, Fifty-first U. 8. Colored Troops. 

Headquarters Post and Defenses, 
GoodricFs Landing, La.,,September 1,1864. 

Colonel: On the morning of August 20 a party of 200 guerrillas 
made a raid upon the plantations about this place which are leased by 
Tibbetts & Co. They killed two scouts after they had surrendered; 
carried away one white overseer, and a young man by the name of 
Webster, clerk for the same firm; both the overseer and Mr. Webster 
were murdered by them as soon as they reached Bayou Tensas. Cavalry 
was immediately sent in pursuit, but did not overtake them. These 
highwaymen are commanded by a man named Lee, and although they 
are guerrillas, and commit the most abominable atrocities, they are per¬ 
mitted to remain near, and co-operate with the regular rebel forces under 
General Harrison. He is really responsible for all their acts. As the 
people on Bayou Macon have many times petitioned Harrison to allow 
this Lee to remain near them, as their protector, I sent 230 mounted 
men under Maj. C. H. Chapin, Third XT. S. Colored Cavalry, to pay them 
a retaliatory visit. He accomplished all that I desired, and retuined to 
this post yesterday. I forward herewith a copy of his report to me. I 
hold a certain Doctor Richardson as a hostage for young Webster in 
accordance with General Orders, Ho. 4, dated headquarters Military 
Division of the Mississippi, Hovember 5,1863. In accordance with 
General Orders, Ho. 6, headquarters District of Vicksburg, May 12, 
1864, I intend to seize all the movable and valuable property of 
secessionists living on Old River thirty miles above this post. 

Trusting that my action in this matter meets the approval of the 
major-general commanding, 

I have the honor to be, colonel, your very obedient servant, 

A. WATSOH WEBBER, 

Colonel Fifty first Regiment U. 8. Colored Infantry, Comdg. 

Lieut. Col. H. C. Rodgers, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Hdgrs. District of TicMburg. 
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ADDi YDS, 

Itinerary of the Fast and Defemes of Goodrich\H Landing^ La.^ com¬ 
manded by CoL A, Watson Webber, Fifty-Jirst [\ S, Colored In- 
fantryJ^ 

During the past month various expeditions have been sent from this 
post into Mississippi and Louisiana; 30 jirisoners have been taken. 

August 26, —Two hundred guerrillas made a raid upon the planta¬ 
tions above this post leased by H. B. Tibbetts &: Oo. They cruelly 
murdered four white men and several colored people. As the rebel citi¬ 
zens living immediately beyond Bayou Macon had petitioned the regu¬ 
lar rebel military authorities to allow this gang of highwaymen to 
remain on the Macon as their protectors and raid Yankee lessees, a 
retaliatory expedition was sent to that vicinity. The villages of Floyd 
and Pinhook, guerrilla rendezvous, were destroyed by fire, some prop¬ 
erty taken by the guerrillas w^as recaptured, and 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 
and 10 soldiers Avere killed. 


Ko. 2. 

Report of Maj, Charles H, Chapin, Third TI. 1^, Colored Cavalry, 

Hdqrs. First Battln., Third U. S. Colored Cavalry, 

GoodricJds Landing^ La,^ Augiist 1864, 
Sir: Pursuant to orders from Colonel Webber I left camp August 28 
at dusk; was overtaken by a storm four miles fi‘om camp, and encamped 
at night at the Transylvania plantation. On the morning of the ^Oth 
I marched as far as the Blackburn plantation, at the head of Lake 
Providence. I there found eight pairs of boots, which were distiibuted 
among the soldiers that were without boots. At 1 o^clock moved on as far 
as Goff’s plantation, on Old Biver, where 1 captured the horses of two 
soldiers, who made their escape on foot. Camped again for the night 
at Mr. Owen’s, one mile fi'om Goff’s. On the morning of the 30th 
started at daylight for Ashton, from there turned west, crossed Bayou 
Macon, found a good bridge crossing the Macon six m lies west of Ashton. 
At the first x>lautation after crossing was a squad of soldiers, seven in 
number. Six were mounted; the one on foot Avas killed. Papers found 
on his person showed that he was a Caiitain Collins, of a Louisiana 
regiment. I turned down the bayou from that point toward Pinhook, 
eighteen miles distant. About six miles from Pinhook lived a Mr. 
Washburn. I found in his house a saddle belonging to one of the 
plantation scouts, also two of the negroes taken from the Tibbetts planta¬ 
tion; one trunk that was in the house was filled with goods taken from 
the Wilton place. I gave Mr. Washburn five minutes to remove his 
goods. I then set fire to the house and every building on the planta¬ 
tion. I then started for Mr. Shaw’s, one and a quarter miles north of 
Pinhook. Mr. Shaw has been furnished with what goods he wanted by 
Mr. Charles Goff, a man by the name of Canihan acting as mediator 
between them. This Mr. Shaw told me in the presence of Lieutenants 
Calais and Sherman. 1 did not burn Shaw’s place, but at Pinhook I 
left but one house standing. I4eft Pinhook at 2 o’clock for Floyd, met 
several soldiers on the way in small squads; most of them were shot 
before they could get away. Arriving at Floyd about sundown, I gave 
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tliejm five miuutes^ nofu*e to remove goods, then burned about tbui*- 
fifths of the torn. Grossed Bayou Macon again an hour after dark, 
marched to Joe’s Bayou and stopped for the night, marching a dis¬ 
tance of fifty miles on the oOth with but one feed for the stock. 
There were ten men killed in all, 1 ca})tam, 8 soldiers, and one man by 
the name of Bonner, who was engaged in carr5dng the mail. On the 
morning of tlie 31st I moved into camp at Goodrich’s Landing, La., 
after carrpng out all orders as nearly as I possibly could. 

Trusting this may meet with all that was expected of my raid, I 
remain, yours to command, 

OHAELES H. OHAPINT, 

Major Third U, N. Colored Cavalry, 

Lieutenant Karberg, 

Acting AHHiHtant AdjutanCdeyieral, 


AUGUST 27-.28, 1864.—Scout on the Arkansas River, near Pine BlufF, 

Ark., with skirmishes. 


Report of Col. Powell Clayton^ Fifth Kansas Cavalry. 


Pine Bluff, Ark., Angvst 28,1864. 

The scout sent down the river went about thkty miles. They skir¬ 
mished with the enemy for several miles and found that it would be 
unsafe to proceed tkrther. The officer in command. Captain Wight- 
man, is confident that the enemy have no means of crossing the Ar¬ 
kansas, except by flats. 1 will send out another scout upon a different 
road. I will have them go out toward Brownsville, and then take down 
tlie i)rairie, with instructions to go to Arkansas Post, if possible. I 
am» satisfied that the enemy have not (Tossed below us in any consid¬ 
erable number. 


Major-General Steele. 


POWELL GLAYTONT, 

Colon el, ( V> m m a n ding. 


AUGUST 27~SEPTEMBER 6, 1864.—^Expeditions from Little Rock and 
Devall’s Bluff to Searcy, Fairview, and Augusta, Ark. 

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Joseph R. West, IT. S. Army, comraandLng expedition to Searcy, &c. 
No. 2.—Col. WiUiani II. Graves, Twelfth Michigan Infantry, commanding First 
Brigade, Second Division, Seventh Army CorpvS. 

Ko. 1. 

^Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph R. West, U. JS. Army^ commanding expedi¬ 
tion to Searcy, &c. 

Hdqrs. Cavalry Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

IMtle iJoc/r, ArTc., October 15^ 1864. 

^ Captain : T have the honor to report that pursuant to verbal instruc- 
tiotis from the department and district commanders, I left this point 
on the 27th of August with COO cavalry, to re-enforce a command of 
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800 men under Lieut. <jo1. V, B. Olark, Kintii Kaiibati Cavalry, reported 
as enga^>ed on the day previous with the enemy at Cypress Bayou, 
four miles north of Austin. Same day at noon found Colonel Clark 
encamped two miles this side of Austin. He had pursued Shelby’s 
rear guard to Bull Bayou, engaging them there, killing 10 and losing 
2 men. Colonel Clark reported to me that not hearing of any support 
coming to him and being out of rations he had fallen back to the point 
where I found him. Marched to Austin, Colonel Clark’s command 
uniting with mine. Was then joined by two sections of the Fifth Ohio 
Battery and the Fortieth Iowa Infantry, Colonel Garrett, escorting 
subsistence train. Issued lutions that afternoon; left the train, infan 
try, and one section of the battery at Austin; marched with the remain¬ 
der same evening to Bull Bayou. Enemy had left there the preceding 
day. August 28, received communication at 5 a. m. Irom the district 
commander that Colonel Geiger, with his cavahy, was en route from 
Devair^ Bluff, and that I would be co-operated wffh by a force to be 
wsent up White Elver. Marched to Searcy same day. August 29, 
remained at Searcy; was joined by Colonel Geiger at 3 i>. m. with 800 
cavalry. August 30, train with sux)plies, escorted by 100 infantry, 
reached Searcy this afternoon, and advice ii*om district commander that 
600 infantry had been sent on the 28th of August up White Eiver to 
Grand Glaise. Issued rations same day. August 31, sent back train 
and escort; marched with command to Grand Glaise; a most fatiguing 
march, thirty-live miles, and roads very bad. Found no steamers; cap¬ 
tured 6 prisoners, a rebel quartermaster, and appropriated his blaclc- 
smith-shop, tools, and shoes. Had sent a party to Augusta Landing to 
communicate with the boats and tell them where I was. 

September l,at 10 a. m. ])arty sent to Augusta Landing returned and 
reported no boats; satistied myself that the river was too low for boats 
to reach Grand Glaise, and from appearances, as four days had elapsed 
since they were reported to me by the district commander as having 
left Devall’s Bluff, I concluded that the undertaking to co-operate with 
me by the river had been abandoned on account of the low stage of 
water. Moved same day to Fairview; captured two scouts and learned 
that all Shelby’s force had ci-ossed White Eiver. The miserable condi¬ 
tion of the cavalry and artillery horses satisfied me that the enemy 
could and had marched three miles to my two. Abandoned the idea of 
a successful pursuit, and concluded to return to Little Eock. Septem¬ 
ber 2, marched by the old military road to Hilcher’s Ferry, crossed the 
Little Eed, au d continued toward Austin. September 3, resumed march. 
At 7 a. m., within three miles of crossing of Bull Bayou, received a 
communication from the district commander, to the effect that the force 
sent up White Eiver on the 28th ultimo had returned, but that another 
force of 1,200 men was to be sent to Grand Glaise. The low stage of 
the river and the exhausted (iondition of my animals convinced me 
that nothing could result from this movement continued to Austin. 
September A left detachments of Eighth Missouri, Tenth Illinois, and 
Mnth Iowa Cavalry at Austin, to remain there and observe any return 
of the enemy. Ordered remainder of the force to march to Little Eock. 
Moved in person to Brownsville, and received orders from the district 
commander to return with my whole force, as the rebels were threaten¬ 
ing to cross the Arkansas. Notified him of the disposition of my force, 
which he approved. Eeturned vsame day to Little Eock. 

Upon this expedition, as u])on a previous one made earlier in the 
month, the miserable plight of animals that had at any time for months 
back only been partially foraged, and sometimes left entirely without 
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any rendered any rapid luovenieiit an impossibility. The eueniy was 
better mounted and had forty-eight hours’ start. The longer such 
pursuit was continued the more hopeless it became. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. 11. WEST, 


Brigadkr-Generalj Commanding. 


Capt. C. H. Dyee, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Dist. of Little Bocl\ 


Ko. 2. 

Report of Col. William IS. Graves, Ticelftli Michigan Infantry, com¬ 
manding First Brigade, Second Division, Seventh Army Corps. 

Hdqes. First Brio., Second Div., Seventh Aemy Corps, 

DevalVs Bluff, Arl\, Septemler 8,1864. 

Lieutenant: Pursuant to orders received from Brig. Gen. C. 0. 
Andrews, commanding dmsion, I embarked at daylight on the 30th 
day of August, 1864, wiih the Twelfth Michigan Infantry and detach¬ 
ments of the itey-fourth and Sixty-first Illinois Infantry, 22 officers 
and 515 men aU told, on board the steamer Kate Hart, and convoyed 
by gun-boat No. 30, Captain Grace commanding, proceeded up White 
Eiver to‘effect a junction with Brigadier-General West, commanding 
a cavalry expedition then in pursuit of the rebel General Shelby, 
supposed to be in the neighborhood of Jacksonport. Also had rations 
and ammunition for General West’s command. The river proved to 
be very low, the boats frequently striking on the bottom and finding 
great difficulty in getting along at all. During the second day out 
^ugust 31) saw several detachments of rebel pickets along the river, 
tean on to within nineteen miles by river, six miles by land, of Augusta, 
when finding the navigation growing more and more difficult, I decided, 
after consultation with Captain Grace, of the gun-boat, that it would be 
imprudent to go higher up with the boats. We had passed rebel pick¬ 
ets for the last twenty miles of river, and from information they were 
of Dobbin’s command, who was reported to be in Augusta with a force 
variously estimated by our informants at from 800 to 1,500 men. Noth¬ 
ing could be obtained in reference toj^e whereabouts of General West. 
Accordingly I directed our return to iJevail’s Bluff, where the expedition 
arrived in the afternoon of the 2d instant. The only casualty was one 
man of the Twelfth Michigan Infantry, shot dead accidentally. Shortly 
after debarking, instructions were received fr'om General Andrews 
to re-embark at daylight next morning. Lighter draught boats and 
re-enforcements were furnished for this second expedition, which con¬ 
sisted of detachments of my own and Ward’s brigade. Smith’s division. 
Seventeenth Corps, in all, numbering 1,000 officers and men, on board 
three steafiiers. Left Devall’s Blufi: shortly after daylight Saturday, 
September 3, destination and object same as before. During the fore¬ 
noon of the next day at and above Peach Orchard Bluffs saw rebel 
l)ickets, who kept along the bank ahead of us, watching our move¬ 
ments. About 4 p. m. the advanced boat, the Commercial, was fired 
into by a party of rebels concealed in the bushes on the left bank of 
the river. The first volley killed 1 man, wounded myself severely in 
the knee, and 7 men, 3 of them seriously. Directly after the first fire 
we were greeted by a volley from the opposite bank of the river from a 
small party of perhaps forty or fifty. The pai‘ty firing the first volley 
numbered from 300 to 400 men, as was afterward ascertained from a 
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citizen living near. For a moment there was considerable confasion 
among my men. They very soon became cool and returned the fire 
briskly. In the meantime the other boats came up and began firing, 
and the gun-boat opened a brisk fire into the thickets which concealed 
the enemy, who soon withdrew in haste. 

The steamer Dove, having on board a detachment of the Mnety-fiffch 
Illinois, about 200 strong, and which had been sent up to join my com¬ 
mand, came up at this point. Thinking there must be greater num¬ 
bers of the enemy near by, who would probably attack ns, L ordered 
the boats to land and the troops ashore, but nothing more was seen of 
the enemy that night. It was afterward ascertained that this force 
was a part of Dobbin’s command, under a Captain Anderson, and that 
a much larger force was but a short distance back, which would no 
doubt have attacked us had the first attempt succeeded in throwing us 
into confusion, as was anticipated. The loss of the enemy could not be 
ascertained, but I have no doubt equaled or exceeded our own. My 
loss was that stated above: 1 man on steamer Celeste, mortally wounded 
and since dead, and 1 man wounded on steamer Nevada. 

The expedition went no higher up the river that night. Owing to 
my wound the active command devolved upon Col. L. M. Ward, Four¬ 
teenth Wisconsin Infantry, under whose command the troops landed 
next morning at a iDoint one mile and a half across a bend of the river 
from Augusta, and advanced on that place. He found about 400 of the 
enemy in the town, and they fled on the approach of our troops’ force. 
Dobbin, with his command, had departed to join Shelby, near Jackson- 
port, higher up the river. It was found impossible to get the boats 
farther up the river, owing to the low stage of water. A few miles 
below I was met by a boat bearing dispatches from General Andrews, 
ordering my immediate return. The messenger also bore dispatches 
for General West, and about two miles above Peach Orchard Bluffs I 
lauded him and tonished him a cavalry escort to attempt to find his 
way across the country to General West. 

The expedition returned, arriving at Devall’s Bluff without further 
circumstance in the afternoon of Tuesday, September 6 instant. 

Eespectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. GEAYBS, 

Gol, Twelfth Michigan Infty.^ Oomdg. Brig, and the Expedition. 

Lieut. W. A. Martin, * 

Actg. As&t. Adjt. Gen.^ Second Biv,, Seventh Army Corps. 


AUGUST 28, 1864.—Skirmish near Rocheport, Mo. 

No. 1.—Report of Maj. Gen. Alfred Pleasonton, U. S. Army, commanding District 
of Central Missouri. 

No. 2.—Report of Capt. Joseph Parke, Fourth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 3.—^Report of Lieut. William Argo, Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 1. 

Report of Mag. Gen. Alfred Pleasonton^ U. S- Army^ commanding Dis¬ 
trict of Central Missouri. 

Warrensbtjrg, Mo., August 80j 1864. 
Captain Parke, at Boonville, reports having crossed the river on 
the 28th with forty-four men after Holtzclawj near Eocheport came 
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iij) with two of Iloltzclaw^s ])eoi)le; 1 and captured both 

horses. Advanced a mile and wavS attacked in rear by a band number¬ 
ing 100 men, commanded by Holtzclaw and Aiideison. Captain Parke 
staled he fought for fifteen minutes and had 7 men killed, 2 wounded, 
and 3 missing. The men killed are said to have been massacred, four 
being scalped, one hung and scalped; three had their throats cut; their 
bodies were afterward re(^overed and buried at Boouville. From this 
report Captain Parke’s forces were evidently surprised on the march 
and did not attempt to do any fighting. 1 recommend that Captain 
Pifrke be dismissed the service for this affair. 

A. PLEASONTOJSr, 

Major- Gen era /, Com manding, 

Major-General Eoseorans, 

Commanding, Saint Louis. 


Ko. 2. 

Reoorf of Capt. Joseph Parlce^ Fourth Missouri State Militia Cavalri/. 

BoonvilLE, August SO, 186J. 

On the morning of the 28th I crossed the river with forty-four 
men in search of Holtzclaw and his men. When within four miles 
of Eocheport we came up with two of them, wounding 1 and cap¬ 
turing both horses. After advancing about a mile farther we were 
attacked in the rear by a band of guerrillas numbering about 100, 
commanded by Holtzclaw and Anderson. We gave them fight, and 
fought them for fifteen minutes. During the engagement I had 7 men 
killed dead on the field, 2 wounded, and 3 missing. Two of the latter, 
1 understand, are making their way back to this i)lace. We also have 
had 6 horses killed and about the same number wounded. We do not 
know for certain of more than 6 of them being killed and 2 wounded. 
My men who fell into their hands were most barbarously massacred, 
four being scalped, one hung and scalped; three had their throats cut. 
Major Leonard being near I went to him and got assistance and 
returned to the battle-field, where we had another small engagement; 
we drove them back. My men were then brought to this place and 
buried here to-day in a respectable manner, 

JOSEPH PAEKE, 
Captain, Commanding. 

Major-General Pleasonton, 

Warrenshnrg. 


2!To. 3. 

Report of Lieut. William Argo., Ser^enth Missouri State Militia davalry. 

Sbdalta, August SO, 1804. 

Captain Parke was attacked near Eocheport, Boone County, on 
Sunday last. Lost Lieutenant Dale, 6 men, and 3 missing. The band 
supposed to contain 200, The dead were brought to Boonville. 

W. AEGO, 
Lieutenant. 


Major-General Pleasonton 
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AUGUST 28, 1864.—Skirmisli in Polk Coxinty, Mo. 

Bepoyt of BrUj, Gen. John B. Hanhorn., C. Army^ commanding Bis- 
trlct of Southwest Missotiri. 

Speinofield, Mo., August 80,1S64. 

Major: Mr. Worbridge and five boys arrived bere last nigbt from 
Bates\ille. Last Sunday week lie states tbat Generals Adams, Sbelby, 
and McCray, and Colonels Freeman, Dobbin, Campbell, Sewals, and 
one other, were there and on Bound Bottom between there and Jack- 
sonport, and that the arrangement was for the whole force, which he 
estimates at 3,500 armed men and four pieces of artillery, to meet at * 
Powhatan and Smithville to-morrow with the idea of advancing into 
Missouri up Black Eiver, and that they stated that JVIarmaduke was to 
cross the Arkansas Eiver, west of Little Eock, and advance into this 
portion of the Wtate with 5,000 men. These men came out to avoid the 
conscription. The enemy’s horses are represented to be very poor, and 
his supplies of all kinds very short. I think the enemy ai*e making 
movements mentioned, but whether with the view of crossing into this 
State or as feints to enable him to get safely across the Arkansas I can¬ 
not tell. Many of his conscripts have deserted. Some have come in 
and many are in the White Eiver hills, which, I think, indicates the 
enemy is "about to move south, ,and I have rumors from Arkansas that 
he has received such orders. Captain Pace, of the Tenth Missouri 
(rebel) Cavalry, formerly of Saint Joseph, was attacked on last Sunday, 
in Polk County, while proceeding north with seven men, by Captain 
Headlee and fifteen men of the Sixth Provisional Eegiment, and 
Captain Pace and 1 man were killed, 1 wounded in arm and hands, and 
1 taken prisoner. All in r(^gular Confederate uniforms. Said they were 
going north to take part in the election this fall. 

JOHN B. SANBOEK, 

Brigadier- Oeiiera I, Gom m anding. 

Maj. A). D. Greene, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


AUGUST 29, 1864.—Attack on Steamer White Cloud, on the Mississippi 
Eiver, near Fort Hudson, La. 

BepoH of Brig. Gen. George L. Andrews, U. S. Army, commanding Port 

Hudson, La. 

Port Hudson, La., August 29,1864. 
General ; The steamer White Cloud was fired upon this a. m. by a 
battery and some riflemen on this side the river near an island below 
Bayou Sara. Her steami)ipe is reported cut by a shot which disabled 
her. She received five shots out of thirteen fired. No one hui‘t on 
board. The Choteau was fired upon higher up the river by a battery 
of eight pieces, two of which were 12 -pounders 5 also by some riflemen. 
She received five shots 5 no one hiu't; don’t think either boat greatly 
damaged. The gun-boats 14 and 54 hastened to the scene of action. 

GEO. L. ANDEEWS, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. M. K. Lawler, 

Morganm. 
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AUGUST 29-SEPTEMBER 3, 1864.—^Expedition up White River from 
Helena, Ark., with affair (September 3) at Kendal’s Grist-Mill, Ark. 

Report of Col, John 6r. Hudson^ Sixtieth V. S. Colored Troops, 

Headquarters Sixtieth H. S. Colored Infantry, 

Selena^ ArTc., September 4,1864. 

Lieutenant : 1 have the honor to report, agreeably to instructions 
fi^om headquarters District of Eastern Arkansas, dated Helena, Ark., 
August 29, 1864, which placed me in command, upon expedition up 
White Eiver, and known as the expedition jfrom Helena. This com¬ 
mand was composed as follows: Major Carmichael, Fifteenth Illinois 
Cavalry Volunteers, 125 men; Major Wells, Fifty-sixth XT. S. Colored 
Infantry, 180 men; Captain Bancroft, Second U. S. Colored Light 
Artillery, Company E, one section, 45 men; Capt. Eli Eamsey, Sixtieth 
TJ. S. Colored Infantry, 150 men; total, 500 men. We embarked on 
steamers Dove and Hamilton Belle August 29 at 8 p. m. Arrived at 
mouth White Eiver August 30,6 a. m. Left mouth White Eiver 8 a. m. 
and arrived at Maddox Bayou, where this command debarked at 6 p. m. 
August 31. Went in camp for the night one mile back jfrom the river. 
Thursday, September 1, struck camp at 5 a. m.; marched thirty 
miles and camped at Mr. Brown’s, on Clarendon and Helena road, at 
7 p. m. Friday, September 2, stiTick camp at 6 a. m. Arrived at Big 
Creek, ten miles, at 3 p. m^ Ferried half the cavalry, all the artillery 
and infantry, across in two hours. Left Wallace’s Ferry, Big Creek, at 
5 p. m., lea\dnghalf the cavalry to cross over after we had started with 
the balance of the command. Went into camp at Lick Creek 6 p. m. 
Saturday, September 3, struck camp at 6 a. m.; reached Helena 5 p. m., 
a march of seventeen miles, making in total from Maddox Bayou to 
Helena by land fifty-eight miles, making the march in three days. This 
command was two days on transports J&om Helena via White Eiver to 
Maddox Bayou; total number of days out from Helena, five. We did 
not find any enemy until we reached Big Creek. Lieutenant Collins, in 
command of a company of the Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry, was sent to 
burn Kendal’s grist-mill on the 3d of September, when his command saw 
a rebel major who had a rebel escort of a lieutenant and sixteen of the 
Nineteenth Texas Cavaky, and captured one soldier of the party with 
two revolvers. The rest crossed on the east side of Big Creek and took 
to the canebrakes, where they escaped. The 2d of September one com¬ 
pany of Dobbin’s command left Trenton to join Dobbin, who was 
reported to be near Casa. Captain Swan was reported to be at Big 
Creek with a company of conscripts. He is doing i>icket duty there 
and gathering up conscripts for the rebel service. We captured 19 
horses and 16 mules, and 17 head of beef-cattle. See Lieut. William A. 
E. Tisdale’s (acting assistant quartermaster for the e^edition), report 
marked A.* Sixty-five buildings were burnt down, including houses, 
cotton-gins, presses, and Kendal’s grist-mill. I burnt nothing only 
known to be rebel buildings and where rebel soldiers were in the habit 
of quartering. 

The following is the list of prisoners captured by the command: 
Charles E. Williams, citizen; William Guble, citizen; James F. 
Humphreys, citizen; T. W. Yates, discharged soldier: S. 0. McComas, 
private Nineteenth Texas Cavalry. 


Omitted, 
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By your direction I have turned all the mules and horses over to 
Capt. Hemy T. Koble, assistant quartermaster. Theheef-cattle I have 
turned over to Capt. I). P. Allen, acting commissary of subsistence, and 
two revolvers captured to ordnance officer. The prisoners I turned over 
to Maj. J. L. Mui'phy, provost-marshal. 

Every command moved off without any trouble; ])erfect harmony 
during the whole expedition. 

JOHN G. HUDSON, 

Colonel Sixtieth U, 8. Colored Infantry^ Comdg, Expedition. 

Lieut. F. E. Snow, 

Act(j. Asst, Adjt. Gen.j District of Eastern Arkansas. Helena. 


AUGUST 29-DECEMBER 2,1864.—Price’s Missouri Expedition. 

opn thk 3?DaiisrciP»^i-. JEVEisra^s. 

Aug. 29, 1864.—Maj. (len. Sterling Price, C. S. Army, asaumes command of the 

expeditionary forces at Princeton, Ark. 

Sept. 19, 1864.—Price’s column enters Missouri. 

Affair at Donix>han, Mo. 

20, 1864.—Skirmish at Ponder’s Mill, Little Black Eiver, Mo, 

Surrender of Keytesville, Mo. 

22, 1864.—Skirmish near Sikeston, Mo. 

Affair at Patterson, Mo, 

23, 1864.—Skirmishes near Eocheport, Mo. 

24, 1864.—Attack on Fayette, Mo. 

Skirmish at Jackson, Mo, 

Skirmish at Farmington, Mo. 

25, 1864.—Skirmish at F<irmingtou, Mo. 

Affair at Huntsville, Mo. 

26,1864.—Skirmishes in Arcadia Valley, Shut-in Gap, and Ironton, Mo. 

27, 1864.—Affair at Centralia, Mo. 

Skirmishes at Arcadia and Ironton, Mo. 

Attack on Foi*t Davidson, Pilot Knob, Mo. 

Skirmish at Mineral Point, Mo.’ 

28, 1864.—Skirmish at Caledonia, Mo. 

Skirmish near Centralia, Mo. 

29, 1864.—Affair at Cuba, Mo. 

29~Oct. 1, 1864.—Skirmiwshes at Leasburg or Harrison, Mo. 

Oct. 1.1864.—Skirmish at Union, Mo. 

Skirmish at Franklin, Mo. 

Skirmish near Lake Springs, Mo. 

2, 1864.—Occupation of Washington, Mo. 

3, 1864,—Affair at Miller’s Station, Mo. 

Skirmish at Hermann, Mo. 

4.1864. —Skirmish near Eiehwoods. Mo. 

^ 5-6, 1864.—Skirmishes on the Osage Eiver, Mo. 

7.1864. —Skirmish at Moreau Creek, Mo. 

Skirmish at Jefferson City, Mo. 

Skirmish at Tyler’s Mills, Big River, Mo. 

8.1864. —Skirmish near Jefferson City, Mo. 

i 9,1864.—Skirmish at Russellville, Mo. 

Skirmish at Boonville, Mo. 

Skirmish at California, Mo. 

11,1864.—Skirmish at Brunswick, Mo, 
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Oct. 11-12,1864.—Skirmishes uear Boonville, Mo. 

14.1864. —Skirmish near Glasgow, Mo. 

15.1864. —Action at Glasgow, Mo. 

Affair at Sedalia, Mo. 

Surrender of Paris, Mo. 

16.1864. —Caiitnre of Ridgely, Mo. 

17.1864. —Skirmish near Lexington, Mo. 

Surrender of Carrollton, Mo. 

Burning of Sniithville, Mo. 

19.1864. —^Action at Lexington, Mo. 

20.1864. —Skirmish in Benton Coiint.>, Ark. 

Skirmish at Dover, Mo. 

21.1864. —Action at the Little Blue, Mo. 

22.1864. —Action atlndejiendence, Mo. 

Action at the Big Blue (Byrain's Ford, etc.), Mo. 

Action at State Line, ;Mo. 

23, 1864.—Eugagenimit at the Big Blue, Mo. 

Engagement at Westport, Mo. 

25, 1864.—Engagement at the Marais des Cygin^s, Kaus. 

Engag(*nient on Litth* Osage River, or jNIine Cl*<‘ek, Kaus. 
Engagement at the Marmitoii, or hattlo of Chariot, Mo. 
Skirmishes at Aiound City and Fort Liiujoln, Kans. 

2.5-NoV. 4,1864.—Operations about Fayetteville, Ark. 

26.1864. —Skirmish uear Glasgow, Mo, 

Skirmish at Alltany, Mo. 

28.1864. —Engagement at Newtonia. Mo. 

29.1864. —Skinuish at Upshaw's Farm, Btirry County, Mo. 

Nov. 6,1864.—Skirmish at Cane Hill, Ark. 

Dec. 2,1864.—^Price’s command reaches Laynesport. Ark. 

No. 1.^—Map Gen. William S. Rosecrans, U. S. Army, commanding Department of 
the Missouri. 

No. 2.—Itinerary of detachment of First and Third Divisions, Sixteenth Army 
Corps, Maj. Gen. Andrew J. Smith, U. S. Army, commanding. 

No. 3.—Col. Phineas Pease, Forty-ninth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 4.—Lieut. Col. Andrew W. Rogers, Eighty-first Illinois Infautiy. 

No. 5.—Lieut. Col. Jonathan Merriam, One hundred and seventeenth Illinois 
Infantry. 

No. 6.—Capt. Eli Mattocks, Fifty-second Indiana lufanti'y. 

No. 7.—Capt. William J. Campbell, Fourteenth Iowa Infantry. 

No, 8.—Capt. John B. Gandolfo, One hundred and seventy-eighth New York 
Infantry. 

No. 9.—Col. Edward F. AVinslow, Fourth Iowa C^avalry, commanding Cavalry, 
Sixteenth Army Corps. 

No. 10.—Lieut. Col. Frederick W. Benteen, Tenth Missouri Cavalry, commanding 
Fourth Brigade, Cavalry Division. 

No. 11.—Maj. Benjamin S. Jones, Third Iowa Cavalry. 

No. 12.—Maj. Abial R. Pierce, Fourth Iowa Cavalry, 

No. 13.—^Maj. Gen. Alfred Pleasonton, U. S. Army, commanding 1 ho visional Cavalry 
Division. 

No. 14.—Surg. Ferdinand *V. Dayton, Second New Jersey Cavalry, Surgeon in Chief. 
No. 15.—Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown, U.‘S. Army, commanding District of Central 
Missouri and First Brigade, Cavalry Division. 

No. 16.—Col. John F. Phi]ii)s, Seventh MissQuri State Militia Cavalry, commanding 
First Brigade, Cavalry Division. 

*For General GranPs reference to these operations, see Vol. XXNIV, Part I, p. 33. 
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No. 17.—Col. James McFerrau, First Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

18.—Lieut. Col. Bazel F. Lazear, First Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 19.—^Maj. Alexander W. Mullins, First Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 20.—Maj. George W. Kelly, Fourth. Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 21.—Capt. Oscar B. Queen, Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 22.—Col. Rudolph Poser, Thirty-fourth Infantry Enrolled Missouri Militia. 

No. 23.—Capt. Francis Onken, Thirty-fourth Infantry Enrolled Missouri Militia. 

No. 24.—Capt. Charles D. Eitzen, Thirty-fourth Infantry Enrolled Missouri Militia. 
No. 25.—Capt. John Sullins, Thirty-fourth Infantry Enrolled Missouri Militi«a. 

No. 26.—Maj. Lewis H. Boutell, Forty-fifth Missouri Infantry. 

27.—Brig. Gen. John McNeil, U. S. Army, commanding District of Rolla and 
Second Brigade, Cavalry Division. 

No. 28.—Surg. William H. H. Cundiff, Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry, Acting Medical 
Director. 

No. 29.—Col. John L. Beveridge, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry. 

No. 30.—Detachment Second Missouri Cavalry. 

No. 31.—Lieut. Col. Joseph A. Eppstein, Fifth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 32.—Col. Edwin C. Catherwood, Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry. 

No. 33.—Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. S. Army, commanding District of Southwest 
Missouri and Third Brigade, Cavalrj’- Division. 

No. 34.—Capt. William T. Kittredge, U. S. Army, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

No. 35.—Col. M. La Rue Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 

No. 36.—Col. John E. Phelps, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 

No. 37.—Lieut. Col. Hugh Cameron, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 

No. 38.—Lieut. Col. John F. McMahan, Sixth Cavalry Provisional Enrolled Missouri 
Militia. 

No. 39.—^Maj. William Plumb, Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 40.—Maj. William B. Mitchell, Seventh Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia. 
No. 41.—Col. Joseph J. Gravely, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 42.—Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, U. S. Army, commanding District of North 
Missouri. 

No. 43.—Lieut. Col. Dennis J. Hynes, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, Chief of Cavalry, 
District of North Missouri, 

No. 44.—Capt. George A. Holloway, U. S. Array, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

No. 45.—Lieut. Amos J. Harding, Sixth Missouri Cavalry, Aide-de-Camp. 

No. 46.—Brig. Gen. Joseph B. Douglass. Missouri State Militia. 

No. 47.—Brig. Gen. James Craig, Missouri State Militia. 

No. 48.—Col. Chester Harding, jr., Forty-third Missouri Infantry. 

No. 49.—Lieut. Col. Daniel M. Draper, Ninth Missouri State Militia Chivalry. 

No. 50.—Maj. Hiram Hilliard, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry. 

No. 51.—Lieut, Col. Thaddeus J, Stauher, Forty-second Missouri Infantry. 

No. 52.—Lieut. Col. Samuel P. Cox, Thirty-third Infantry Enrolled Missouri Militia. 
No. 53.—Lieut. Col. Edward A. Kutzner, Thirty-ninth Missouri Infantry. 

No. 54.—Maj. George Dea-gle, Sixty-fifth Infantry Enrolled Missouri Militia. 

No. 55.—Brig. Gen. Thomas Ewing, jr., U. S. Army, com m anding District of Saint 
Louis. 

No. 56.—Actg. Asst. Surg. Thomas W. Johnson, U. S, Army. 

No. 57.—Lieut, Col. Hiram M. Hiller, Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 58.—Capt. Adolph Taoke, Enrolled Missouri Militia. 

No. 59.—Maj. James Wilson, Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 60.—Maj. Samuel Montgomery, Sixth Missouri Cavalry. 

No. 61.—Lieut. Samuel R. Kelley, Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 62.—Capt. William C, F. Montgomery, Battery H, Second Missouri Light Artil¬ 
lery. 
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63.—Brig. Gen. Edward C.Pike, Enrolled Missouri Militia, commanding Eirst 
Military District. 

No. 64.—Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis. U. S. Army, commanding Department of Kansas. 
No. 65.—Maj. Chapman S. Chariot, U. S. Army, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Xo. 66.—Maj. Samuel S. Curtis, Second Colorado Cavalry, Aide-de-Camp. 

]t^o. 67.—Maj. Thomas I. McKenny, U. S. Army, Inspector-General. 

jSro. 68.—Maj. Robeit H. Hunt, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, Chief of Artillery. 

]s;o. 69.—Lieut. George T. Robinson, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, Chief Engineer. 

No. 70.—Maj. Samuel B. Davis, U. S. Army, Medical Director. 

No. 71.—Maj. Theodore J. Weed, U. S. Army, Aide-de-Camp and'Chief Commissary of 
Musters. 

No. 72.—Col. William F. Cloud, Second Kansas Ca\alry, Acting Aido-do-Ctimp. 

No. 78.—Maj. Henry Hopkins, Second Kansas Cavalry. 

No. 74.—Capt. Merritt H. Insley, U. S. Army, Assistant Quartermaster. 

No. 75.—Capt. Edvin 1. Meeker, F. S. Army, Chief Signal Officer. 

No. 76.—Lieut. Josiah .M. Hubbard, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, Acting Signal 
Officer. 

No. 77.—Lieut. Cyrus M. Roberts, Seventy-eighth Ohio Infantry, Acting Aide-dc- 
Camp. 

No. 78.—Hon. James H. Lane, Volunteer Aide-de-Camp. 

No. 79.—Hon. Samuel C. Pomeroy, Volunteer Aide-de-Camp. 

No. 80,—Maj. Gen. James G. Blunt, If. S. Army, commanding FirsI I)i\ isioii, Army of 
the Border. 

No. 81.—Col. Charles R. Jennison, Fifte<*nth Kansas Cavalry, commanding First 
Brigade. 

No. 82.—Col. Thomas Moonlight, Eleveidh Kansas Cavalry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 

No. 83.—Col. Charles W. Blair, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, commanding Third Bri¬ 
gade. 

No. 84.—Col, James II. Ford, Second Colorado Cavalry, commanding Fourth Brigade. 
No. 85.—Maj. J. Nelson Smith, Second Colorado Cav'-alry. 

No. 86.—^Maj. Gen. George W. Deitzler, Kansas State Militia. 

No. 87.—Brig. Gen. W. H. M. Fishback, commanding Fifth Brigade District, Kansas 
State Militia. 

No. 88,—^Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, C. S. Army. 

No. 89.—Organization of Pricers army. 

No. 90.—Itinerary of Price’s army, kept by Lieut. Col. Lauchlan A. Maclean, Assist¬ 
ant Adjutant-General. 

No. 91.—Lieut. Col. John P. Bull, C. S. Army, Provost-Marshal. 

No. 92.—Brig. Gen. Joseph O. Shelby, C. S. Army, commauding division. 

No. 93.—Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Tliompson, C. S. Ai’my commanding Shelby’s brigade. 

No. 94.—Col. Sidney D. Jackman, Jackman’s Missouri Cavalry, commanding brigade. 
No. 95.—Brig. Gen. John B. Clark, jr,, C. S. Army, commanding Marmaduke’s divis¬ 
ion. 

No. 96.—Col. Colton Greene, Third Missouil Cavalry, commanding jVtarmaduke’s 
brigade. 

No. 97.—Capt. Benjamin S. Johnson, Third Missouri Cavalry, 

No. 98.—Col. John Q. Burbridge, Fourth Missouri Cavalry. 

No. 99.—Lieut. Col. J. F, Davies, Davies’ Missouri Battalion, commanding Seventh 
Missouri Cavalry and Davies’ Battalion. 

No. 300.—Col. Robert R. Lawther, Tenth Missouri Cavalry. 

No. 101.—Casualties in Freeman’s brigade. 

No. 102.—Col. Charles H. Tyler, C. S. Army, commauding unarmed brigade. 

No. 103,—Record of the Price Court of Inq[uiry, 
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No. 1. 

Report of Maf Gen. William N. EosecranSj U, Army, commanding 
Department of the Missouri. 

Headqtjaetees Depaetment of the Missodei, 

Baint Louis, Dee&tnher 7, 1864. 

Colonel : Tlie commaiidiiig general of tlie military division is already 
informed by my current official dispatches of the principal incidents of 
the late campaign against Price in this department^ but it is proper 
that I should submit a more detailed and connected report of the oper¬ 
ations for a correct understanding of their extent and the importance 
of the results. 

From early in the spring it was known through the lodges of the O. 
A. K.^s and other rebel sources that Price intended a great invasion of 
this State, in which he expe(*ted the co-operation of that order and of 
rebels generally, and by which he hoped to obtain important military 
and political results. In pursuance of these plans the lodges with rebel 
recruiting officers and agents sent into Missouri clandestinely, or under 
cover of the amnesty*oath for that purpose, began an insurrection in 
Platte County on the 7th of July last. From that time guerrilla war¬ 
fare raged in the river counties west from Callaway on the north and 
from Cooper on the south side of the Missouri. This department hav¬ 
ing been depleted of troops i)6rmission was obtained to raise volunteers 
to meet the exigencies of oui* situation, and under it about five complete 
and as many incomplete regiments of twelve-months volunteer infan¬ 
try had been organized previously to the raid. On the 3d of September 
General Washburn sounded the tocsin by information that the force 
under Shelby at BatesviHe, Ark., was about to be joined by Price for 
the invasion of our State. The ripening of the corn lent to this addi¬ 
tional color of probability, so that on the Oth, Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith pass¬ 
ing Cairo with a division of infantry on the way to General Sherman, 
I telegraphed General Halleck the state of aftaiivs, requesting orders 
for this division to halt at that point and wait until we (*ould ascertain 
the designs of the enemy. The division was halted, and on the 9th 
General Smith received orders from General Halleck to operate 
against Price & Co.,” but deeming it impracticable to penetrate between 
100 and 200 miles into Arkansas vrith a small column of infantry in 
13ursuit of a large mounted force, the exact whei*eabouts as well as 
intentions of which were still unknown, he decided to move his com¬ 
mand to a point near Saint Louis, whence he could readily move by rail 
or river and await Price’s movements. From that time information 
accumulated showing the imminence of the raid. On the 23d we 
received certain information that Price had crossed the Arkansas with 
two divisions of mounted men, three batteries of artillery, a largo 
wagon train carrying several thousand stand of small-arms, and was 
at or near Batesville on White Eiver. From this point midway between 
the Mississippi and the western boundary of the State there are three 
practicable routes of invasion. One by Pocahontas into southeast 
Missouri, another by West Plains and Eolla or vicinity north toward 
Jefferson City, a third by Oassville north either through Springfield 
and Sedalia or by the Kansas border to the Missouri Eiver. Strong 
military reasons favored the movements of their main force by the cen¬ 
tral route 5 while a detachment should go by Pocahontas and strip 
Southeastern Missouri. Under these circumstances my first object 
was to secure our great depots at Springfield and Eolla, the hay cat 
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during tlie summer^ and our train of Government v'agons requued to 
maintain the troops in the Springfield district. To do this and as far 
as possible save the scanty agriculture of the country from devastation 
it "was necessary to hold both Springfield and Holla. Indeed, to have 
abandoned these points would have been not only to abandon the loyal 
people of those districts and their property to destruction, but to invite 
the enemy to destroy our trains while moving them, capture our stores, 
and beat our troops in detail. Generals Sanborn and Mcl^eil were 
therefore informed and ordered to place the trains and public property 
of their districts under the protection of the fortifications at Spring- 
field and EoUa, to put their forts in the best possible state of defense, 
using every foot and dismounted cavalry soldier, including citizens 
and local militia, to the best advantage, and with all their efficient 
mounted force to watch the enemy’s motions and report the earliest in¬ 
dications of the direction of the coming stoim. General Brown was 
ordered to concentrate all troops from the west of the Central District 
at Sedaha, to notify the citizen guards, and se^ that neither they nor 
their arms were exposed to capture. On the 24th Shelby wa& reported 
south of Pilot^ Knob, moving toward Farmington, with 5,000 men and 
four pieces of artillery. General Ewing was ordered to concentrate the 
troops in the southern part of his district at Pilot Elnob and Cape 
Girardeau, and to verify the accuracy of this report, which proved true. 
On the 26th General A. J. Smith, with two of his brigades, was ordered 
to a point on the Iron Mountain Eailroad ^“^as far toward Pilot Knob as 
he deemed compatible with certainty that his position would not be 
turned,” and the enemy get between him and Saint Louis. On the day 
before Sanborn had orders to move with all his mounted force to Eolla, 
it having become evident that the enemy would not probably strike 
west of that point. The safety of Saint Louis was vital to us. I 
therefore telegraphed Brig. Gen. H. E. Paine, commanding in Illinois, 
who promised me assistance from some regiments of returning 100- 
days’ volunteers, who, though they had already served beyond their 
time, generously consented to come for the defense of the city. 
The enrolled militia of Saint Louis, though but skeleton regiments, 
were called out and the citizens also requested to organize and arm. 
General Ewing was sent to Pilot Elnob, with directions to use his 
utmost exertions to find out whether any more than Shelby’s division 
was in Southeast Missouri, and to that end to hold Pilot Knob until he 
was certain. With a soldierly comprehension of the importance of his 
duties, while reporting the current rumors of the advance of Price with 
his whole force, he expressed his doubts, and held his position until 
the 27th, when he sustained a terrific assault in Fort Davidson, a small 
field-work in the valley, surrounded by Mils within cannon-range, wMch 
he held with about 1,000 men, one-half raw troops, establishing beyond 
question the presence of all Price’s command in that quarter. He glo¬ 
riously repulsed, killing and wounding some 1,500 of the enemy, and 
lost only 28 killed and 56 wounded^ as appears from his report here¬ 
with. While Ewing’s fight was going on Shelby advanced on Potosi, 
and thence to Big Eiver bridge, threatening General Smith’s advance, 
wMch withdrew from that point to within safer supporting distance of 
his main position at De Soto. Previous to and pending these events 
the guerrilla warfare in NTorth Missouri had been raging with redou¬ 
bled fury. Eebel agents, amnesty oath-takers, recruits, sympathizers, 
O. A. K.’s, and traitors of every hue and stripe, had warmed into life 
at the approach of the great invasion. Women’s fingers were busy 
making clothes for rebel soldiers out of goods plundered by the guer- 
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riJla.s; women’s tongues were busy telling Union neighbors ^^^theii* time 
was now coming.’' General Fisk, with all his force, had been scouring 
the brush for weeks in the river counties in pui’suit of hostile bands, 
composed largely of recruits from among that class of inhabitants who 
claim protection, yet decline to perform the full duty of citizens on the 
ground that they never tuck no sides.” A few facts will convey some 
idea of this warfare carried on by Confederate agents here, while the 
agents abroad of their bloody and hypocritical despotism—^Mason, Sli¬ 
dell, and Mann in Europe—^have the effrontery to tell the nations of 
Christendom our Government ‘^carries on the war with increasing 
ferocity regardless of the laws of civilized warfare.” These gangs of 
rebels, whose families had been living in pea(*e among their loySl neigh¬ 
bors, committed the most cold-blooded and diabolical murders, such as 
riding up to a farm-house, asking for water, and, while receiving it, 
shooting down the giver, an aged, inoffensive farmer, because he was 
a radical Union man.” In the single Sub-District of Mexico its com¬ 
manding officer furnished a list of near 100 Union men, who, in the 
course of six weeks, had been killed, maimed, or ^'^ran off'” because 
they were ‘^radical Union men or damned abolitionists.” 

About the 1st of Seiitember Anderson’s gang attacked a railroad train 
on the !North Missouri road, took from it twenty-two unarmed soldiers, 
many on sick leave, and after robbing placed them in a row and shot them 
in cold blood. Some of these bodies they scalped, and put others across 
the track and ran the engine over them. On the 27th this gang, with num¬ 
bers swollen to 300 or 400, attacked Ma.jor Johnston with about 120 men 
of the Thirty-ninth Missoiui Volunteer Infantry, raw recruits, and, after 
stampeding their horses, shot every man, most of them in cold blood. 
Anderson a few days later was recognized by General Price at Boonville 
as Confederate captain, and with a verbal admonition to behave him¬ 
self, ordered by Colonel Maclean, chief of Price’s staff, to proceed to 
Xorth Missoui-i and destroy the railroads, which orders were found on 
the miscreant when killed by Lieutenant-Colonel Cox about the 27th of 
October ultimo. 

On the 28th, when information of Ewing’s fight and Price’s presence 
at Pilot Knob came to hand. General Smith, discovering the enemy on 
his front moving to west and north, in pursuance of his orders to hold 

the most advanced position compatible with the certainty of keeping be¬ 
tween the enemy and Saint Louis,” determined to leave De Soto and retire 
behind the Meramec, a stream which, at from ten to fifteen miles south 
of Saint Louis, offers considerable obstacle to the passage of a hostile 
force with wagons and artillery. General Ewing, finding Marmaduke’s 
and Fagan’s rebel divisions before him, and his position commanded by 
a numerically superior artillery, acting on suggestions made when dis¬ 
cussing with him the possibilities of the position, on the night of the 
27th spiked his heavy guns, blew up his magazine, ammunition, and 
supplies, and with the field battery and remains of his command re¬ 
treated through the hills toward the Meramec Valley, hoping to reach 
a point on the railroad from whence he could move to Saint Louis. But, 
as will be seen from his reports, the enemy pursued him, harassed his 
rear on the march, which he directed along a ridge where the enemy 
could not flank him, and overtook him near Harrison’s Station, where, 
seizing and extending the temporary defenses constructed by the mili¬ 
tia, he displayed such vigor that after harassing him for thirty-six 
hours and makmg several attacks, on the approach of a detachment of 
Sanborn’s cavalry the rebels left him and he escaped with all his com¬ 
mand to Rolla. The enemy’s strength and position thus developed, my 
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lirst business was to secure the points he could best strike—Saint 
Louis, Jefferson City, and Eolla. General Smith’s 4,500 infantry and 
the mounted force we could raise, the Seventh Kansas, just in from Mem¬ 
phis, part of the Thirteenth Missouii Volunteer Cavalry, under Colonel 
Catherwood, and the recruits of Merrill’s Horse, hastily mounted and 
organized, a total of 1,500 men, were all the force we could place between 
Saint Louis and an invading army of at least 15,000 mounted men, 
whose advance was within a day’s march of the city. Meanwhile Brig¬ 
adier-General Pike, ably seconded by Generals Wolff and Miller, of the 
Enrolled Missoiui Militia, had assembled and armed skeletons of the 
First, Second, Third, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Tenth, Eleventh, Thirteenth, 
and Fifty-secondKegiments of Enrolled Militia. The mayor and others, 
under the direction of the Hon.B. Gratz Brown and Maiior Ledergerber, 
organized the citizens exemiit ffom militia duty, who volunteered for the 
defense of the city, into companies and regiments, numbering by the 30th 
some 4,000 or 5,000 men. The One hundred and thirty-second. One hun¬ 
dred and thirty-fourth, One hundred and thirty-eighth, One hundred and 
fortieth, and One hundred and forty-second Illinois (100-days’ volunteers) 
also began to arrive on the 30th, and were all in by October 1 and 
foriped into a brigade, under Colonel Wangelin,for the immediate de¬ 
fense of the city, beyond which they did not wish to serve, as all of them 
were out over time, and many having desirable offers as substitutes. 

The enemy moving up by Potosi seemed to halt at Eichwoods, about 
forty miles southwest of Saint Lords, in the hills between Big Eiver and 
the Meramec, as if concentrating for an attack on the city. This ap¬ 
peared the more possible from the magnitude of his interest in it, and 
the fact that he did not show much force in the Meramec Valley, even 
on the 30th. On that day Major-General Smith was ordered to occupy 
Kirkwood, which commands the Eichwoods road and crossing of the 
Meramec to Saii^t Louis, his cavalry to reconuoiter south and west, 
Colonel Merrill going as far as Franklin. General Fisk, previously 
ordered to join General Brown with all his available force, reached and 
reported from Jefferson City to-day. At the close of it news came that a 
brigade of rebel cavahy had burned the Moselle Bridge and were moving 
north toward Franklin. General Smith was ordered to send a brigade 
of infantiy to support the cavahy at that point, and on the 1st of Octo¬ 
ber Colonel Wolff', ^^ithllis brigade, reached Franklin, and after a sharp 
skirmish drove the enemy from the place, but not until he had burned 
the depot. 

The rebels were now a])parently at bay with 1,500 cavahy and 4,500 
infantry. General Smith was not in condition to attempt offensive 
movements against a force of 15,000 veteran mounted rebels who could 
reach Saint Louis from any point in the Meramec Valley where he might 
confront them in half the time it would take his infantry to reach it. 
Our obvidus policy under these chcumstances was to keep as close as 
possible to the enemy without risking Saint Louis until General Mow¬ 
er’s command should arrive from Arkansas, or at least we be able to 
join to Smith’s our mounted forces at Eolla. Every hour’s delay of the 
enemy in the Meramec Valley brought Mower nearer and increased our 
chances of striking him as it did the security of Jefferson City. On the 
2d the enemy was reported massing in the vicinity of Union, on the 
road either to Jefferson City or Eolla, and General Smith was ordered 
to Franklin. But as the enemy’s movements appeared to tend west¬ 
ward, on the 3d General Smith was advanced to Gray’s Summit and 
General Pike moved to Franklin. On the 4th General Smith pushed 
his cayalry toward the Gasconade, advanced his infantry to Union, fol- 
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lowed up by General Tike’s militia. On the 5th Price’s command took 
Hermann, burned the Gasconade Inidge, and was crossing that stream at 
the old State Eoad Ford. General Smith followed him. General Mower 
reported his arrival at Girardeau out of supidies, his teams worn down, 
l^art of his cavalry dismounted, and many horses unshod. Transports 
and supply-boats were at once dispat(*hed, and on the 8th and 9th his 
command reached Saint Louis, troin whence the infantry was pushed 
forwai'd by water as rapidly as the low stage of the river would permit 
to join General Smith. The cavalry under Winslow reshod and started 
by land from Saint Louis on the 10th toward Jeftersou City, which point 
it reached on the IGth instant, one day in advance of the infantry. On the 
Gth the enemy began crossing the Osage at Castle liock and one or two 
other fords, under cover of his artillery, o])posed by Colonel Philips 
with the available cavalry at Jefferson City. AVhile thus engaged 
Generals MclSTeil and Sanborn reached Jefferson City by a forced inar(*h 
with all the mounted force from Folia, and uniting with Fisk and Brown 
gave us a garrison there of 4,100 cavalry and 2,000 infantry, mostly the 
new and partially organized twelve-months’ men, with a few citizens and 
militia. As this force, though capable of giving a vstrongbattle behind 
intrenchments, was not very formidable to act offensively agaiimt a 
veteran force like that of the enemy, it was decided by General Fisk, 
the other three generals concuiTing, to oppose a moderate resistance to 
the enemy’s advance across the lloreau, a small stream with muddy 
banks and bad bottom, four or live miles east of the city, and then to 
retire and receive his attack at the defensive line, which with industry 
and good judgment had been prepared by the entire laboring force, 
civil and 'military, at Jefferson City. The enemy burned the Osage 
bridge and crossed the river on the Gth. On the 7th he advanced on 
the city, crossed the Moreau after sharp fighting, and developed a line 
of battle three or four miles long, east, south, and west of the place. 
But after reconnoitering its apparently formidable intrenchments, 
warned by his Pilot Knob experience in storming earth-works, he declined 
attacking, and passing his train in rear moved around, massing on the 
west, and finally retiring. 

On the 8th General Pleasonton, on his arrival at Jefferson, under 
orders to assume command, dispatched General Sanborn with all the 
available cavalry, 4,100 men, to follow and harass the enemy until 
General Smith’s command could come up. G eneral Smith was informed 
of the rebel failure at Jefferson and directed to move by the most exiie- 
ditious route to that place, where Mower’s infantry were to join and 
the cavalry overtake him. He was to send all his cavalry, under Colonel 
Catherwood, in advance to report to Tleasonton, who, on its arrival, was 
to join Sanborn’s and assume direction of the Provisional Cavalry 
Division thus formed. General Bike, with his militia, was charged 
with the control of the country and the defenses of our line of commn- 
nicationfrom Saint Louis to Jefferson City. Sanborn followedtbe rebels, 
attacked their rear guard at Versailles, where it was uncertain what 
course they would take, found they were going north toward Boon-' 
ville, followed and drove them into line of battle near that i>lace, and 
when he found himself nearly enveloiied by their entii^e army, fell back 
out of their reach to meet Catherwood’s command and his provisions, 
which both arrived at Calitbrnia on the 14th. The enemy taking 
advantage of this crossed the La Mine at Scott’s and Dug Fords and 
moved north toward Arrow Eock. Sanborn immediately followed this 
movement by Georgetown bridge, keeping between the l^acific Eailroad 
and the line of the enemy’s march, and holding the line of the Black- 
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Avater, a wefsterii tributary of the La MiTie, while Priee, (‘rosbiiig a part 
of Shelby’s coinmaud at Arrow liock on the Booiiville ferry-boat to 
the north side of the river, advau(*ed on Glasgow, which he captured 
after a seven-hours’ fight with a part of Colonel Harding’s regiment, 
Foity-third Missouii Volunteer Infantry, and small detachineDrs of the 
Ninth Missouri State Militia and Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry. On the 
17th oiH cavalry, following his westward movement, keeping south of 
without pressing him, until Generals Smith’s and Mower’s trooi)S could 
be brought up, kept the line of the Blaekwater, and on the 17th reported 
themselves out of supplies and the enemy between MarvShall and 
Waverly. On the 17tli Alower’s infantry, except two small regiments, 
arrived at Jefferson City and went at once by rail to La Mine bridge to 
join General Smith, who, passing Jefferson by land on the 14th, had 
followed the cavalry movement to that point, taking charge of the sup¬ 
plies which, in consequence of tke destruction of the bridge by the 
rebels, could go by rail no farther. Winslow’scavalry, marching, reached 
Jeffhrson, the advance twenty miles beyond at California, on the IGth, 
and was ordered to join General Pleasonton without delay. On the 
18th General Smith'was ordered to move to Dunksburg near the cav¬ 
alry headquarters, taking five days’ rations and leaving minimum gar¬ 
risons to guard and handle stores at Sedalia and La IMine bridge. The 
10th found this movement ae(M)mplished, the cavalry with its center 
near Cook’s Store, its right behind the Blaekwater toward Marshall, 
and its left near Kirkpatrick’s Mills toward Warrensburg. The enemy 
apparently hesitated in the vidnity of Marshall as if uncertain whether 
to go west or double on his tra<dvs between Sedalia and Jefferson, but 
our cavalry advanced, receding a few miles to meet supplies and con¬ 
centrate on the 17th and 18th, seemed to decide his movements toward 
Lexington, where General Ourtis telegraphed me^on the 10th the head 
of his column had arrived, General Blunt, after a sharp skiiinish, re¬ 
tiring toward Independeu<‘e and destroying the bridges in his rear. I 
informed General Ourtis of our position; that our troops reported Piice 
near Waverly; advised that Blunt check his advance at Wellington, 
and as soon as we were sure Ids main forc^e was moving on Lexington 
we would endeavor by a forced mardi to strike him in the ffank. To 
ascertain Price’s real intentions General Pleasonton was directed to 
make a strong reconnaissan(*e toward Waverly. The results of this 
reached me on the morning of the 20th, and Pleasonton was directed at 
once to push the center of his cavalry to Lexington, and General Smith, 
with his infantry, to supiiort the movement. At 7 p. m. Pleasonton 
reported the enemy had left Lexington, going west, and McNeil and 
Sanborn entering the town. October 21 our cavalry advance followed 
the enemy to Fire Creek Prairie, Brown’s and Winslow’s brigades 
reaching Lexington at 2 p. m. and the infantry at 9 p. m. of the same 
day. General Curtis also reported a fight with the enemy’s entire 
force at the Little Blue from 10 a. m. to 2 p. m., and that to pre¬ 
vent being flanked he should retire to the Big Blue, where his militia 
and artillery were in strong position. Supposing the enemy could not 
cross the Big Blue in the face of Ourtis, 1 dispatched General Pleason¬ 
ton my belief that he would move south, and that while McNed’s bri¬ 
gade should harass his rear, he, with the other three brigades, should 
move toward Lone Jack, near which would be General Smith’s infantry, 
now marching ffom Lexington to Chapel Hill. At 10 p. m. a dispatch 
from Pleasonton informed me of the receipt of these (‘onditional orders, 
and that the enemy in fnU force was moving far to the west, followed by 
his cavalry* October 22 Pleasonton’s cavaby reached the Little Blue at 
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10 i). 111 .; (build the bridge^ destroyed; a teiiiporury one was constructed, 
the enemy’s skirmishers driven, the <*omniand (Tossed, ^vhen the enemy 
opened with artillery, and was steadily driven toward Independence, 
which place was taken by a brilliant cavalry charge, in which Oather- 
wood’s regiment captured two guns complete. Near a hundred prisoners 
fell into our hands, and our troops pushed the enemy’s rear guard all 
night. At 8 p. m. Pleasonton reports ^^all my brigades have been en¬ 
gaged,* the enemy have left 40 killed and many sick and wounded in 
my hands. Heard nothing from Curtis. If Smith can come up in case 
we get a fight it will be well. Have sent McNeil’s brigade to Little 
Santa Fe. Price is reported intrenched this side of the Big Blue. 
Fighting still going on with an obstinate rear guard. Let Smith come 
to this place.’’ Eeluctantly (leneral Smith was dispatched to move to 
Independence, as reciuested, the messenger reaching him at Chapel Hill 
as he was putting his column in motion to march there in response to a 
direct message from General Pleasonton advising him of the posture 
of afiTairs. 

On the morning of the 23d Pleasonton began to move on the enemy. 
At the crossing of the Big Blue, where the fight opened at 7 a. m. and 
continued until 1 p. m., when Shelby, who had been fighting General 
Curtis’ command, finding Marmaduke and Fagan were giving away, 
turned on Pleasonton and ^‘for a moment shook Sanborn’s brigade,” but 
by the skillful use of Thurber’s battery, throwing double-shotted grape 
and canister, and the gallant charging of our troojis, they were routed 
and fied southwai‘d, x)ushed by Generals Pleasonton and Curtis that 
night beyond Little Santa Fe. General Smith’s command arriving at 
Independen(*e at 5 p. m. was ordered to move that night by a forced 
march to Hickman Mills, hoping it would strike the enemy in flank 
while passing that iioint. Had he been ordered and marched for that 
point instead of Independence the day before General Smith would 
have arrived in time to strike the enemy’s compact column and ti*ain 
with 9,000 infantry and five batteries. But it was too late. He did 
not reach 'the Mills until long after not only the enemy’s but our own 
column had passed there. News from the cavalry trouts during the 
night showed that nothing remained but to push the enemy with our 
cavalry, allowing the infantiy to follow as best it could to act as sup¬ 
port in case of possible reverse to us or re-enforcements wdiich were con¬ 
stantly reported on then* way to meet the enemy. On the 24th, with the 
Kansas troops in advance, we pursued the enemy until within fifteen 
miles of the Trading Post, when, at General Curtis’ requCvSt, General 
Pleasonton’s command took the lead and at the end of a sixty-miles’ 
march overtook the rebels about midnight, at the Marais des Cygnes; 
began skirmishing, and on the 25th, at 4 a. m., opened upon their bivouac 
with artillery, creating the greatest consternation, following it up by an 
attack which drove them promptly from the field, leaving in our hands 
horses, mules, wagons, arms, and some prisoners. Our tioops followed 
them in a running fight until 2 p. m., when they came up with them at 
the Little Osage Crossing in position, with eight pieces of artillery on 
their line of battle. With the instinct of a true cavalry general, Pleas¬ 
onton immediately ordered an attack by Benteen’s and Philips’ brigades, 
which by a magnificent charge completely routed them, capturing 8 
guns, 2 stand of colors, Major-General Marnxaduke, Brigadier-Generh.1 
Cabell, 5 colonels, many other officers, and near 1,000 prisoners, besides 
wagons, small-arms, ^c. Safiborn’s brigade, which was one paile and 
a half behind, and the Kansas troops still farther in the rear, did not 
arrive in time to take part in this battle, but Sanborn’s brigade led 
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in the pursuit of the i‘outed enemy, overtook them at a small stieaiii a 
few miles beyond the battle-giound, charged them in the timber, diove 
them across it into the open prairie, where they formed in order of 
battle three lines deep. But such was the enthusiasm of the men of 
this brigade when they reached the edge of the vood and saw this 
triple line they charged it without orders, knocked it in pieces, and 
chased the fugitives until night closed the pursuit, and the enemy fled 
under cover of the darkness toward the Arkansas border. Besides 
the wagons captured during this day at the Marais des Cygnes, on the 
way to and at the Little Osage, the enemy had destroyed many, includ¬ 
ing ammunition-wagons, and for twenty-dve or thirty miles beyond the 
Osage battle-held their route was strewn with debris of burning wagons 
and other property. 

Pleasonton’s cavalry had now been in motion almost day and night 
for six days, during which it had marched at least 204 miles and fought 
four battles. It was pretty well exhausted and broken down and went 
into Fort Scott that night for food and a little rest. He reported to 
me the results of his day’s work, that the enemy was going at his ut- 
♦most and his own tinops were so broken down it would be impossible 
without fresh horses to strike the enemy another great blow this 
side of the Arkansas, and recommended that Generals Sanborn and 
McNeil follow, to support Curtis’ troops in pursuit so long as there 
was any prospect of damaging the enemy, and then return to Spring- 
field and Eolla. On the receipt of the news of the enemy’s rout Gen¬ 
eral Smith, whose command was out of provisions, was dii'ected to move 
to Harrisomille and thence get supplies from Warrensburg, where 100 
wagons were waiting with jmovisions for our command, sending o0,000 
rations to the cavalry. Further reports of the enemy’s condition sat¬ 
isfied me there would be no use of breaking down any more of our 
horses since General Curtis, whose cavalry horses were fresher than 
ours, suiiported by Sanborn and McNeil on their way down the State 
line, would be more than ample to deal with any resistance Price’s com¬ 
mand would ofier this side of the Arkansas. Orders weie accordingly 
given and General Pleasonton returned with Philips’ brigade, the can¬ 
non, and part of the prisoners to Warrensbtirg. The Kansas troops 
and Ben teen’s brigade pursued the enemy’s flying columns, a part of 
whom made their last stand at Newtonia, Mo., wdiere General Blunt 
overtook and attacked them on the 28th, but was being worsted when 
Sanborn, having marched 102 miles in thirty-six hours, arrived in time 
to save tlie day. The enemy fled and made no further stand this side 
of the Agi'kansas, In a country destitute of food for man and beast, 
five times defeated, pxu'sued 400 or 500 miles, with the loss of nearly all 
their artillery, ammunition, and baggage train, demoralization and 
destitution, and want of supplies would drive the rebels across the 
Arkansas for supplies at the risk of falling into the hands of Thayer’s 
forces or Steele’s cavalry, and if allowed would almost disintegrate and 
disband them on the way thither. General Curtis thought pushing 
them Tvas best, and accordingly followed, although he did not again over¬ 
take them. At his urgent instance, against my own judgment as well 
as that of Generals Sanborn and McNeil, I pushed their two brigades 
down to the Arkansas border, whence Sanborn sent an advance to Port 
Smith, reaching there on the morning of the 8th [November], to notify 
General Thayer of the enemy’s desperate condition and the direction 
he had taken from Cane Hill towaid the Indian Nation, between Fort 
Smith and Fort Gibson. Meanwhile at Sherman’s request, followed by 
orders from the General-in-Chief, I directed Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith to 
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move his command by the moat expeditious route to the Mississippi, in 
the vicinity of Saint Louis, there to embark and proceed to [N'aahville 
and report to Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas. On the od of November I 
returned to Saint Louis to be there during the election, and on the 
receipt of the news of the enemy having crossed the Arkansas directed 
the cavalry to repair to their respective districts and Winslow’s ca\ airy 
to move by the best route and join General Thomas at Nashville. 

In entering into details I have aimed to give the general commanding 
a sort of military photogTaph of our daily condition and movements as 
well for his critical judgment as for history, omitting events of what¬ 
ever magnitude not having a bearing on our movements and most of 
the minor ones which did enter into their deteimination. I trust that 
the precautions taken in advance of Price’s movements, the preparations 
before we knew where he was coming, the measiues taken to secure 
our most important points and occupy him until we could concentrate 
the forces to strike him with a certainty of success outweighing any 
damage he could meanwhile do us, the energy and activity in con¬ 
centration, vigor in pursuit, and fiery gallantry of our troops in battle, 
will receive the approbation of the general commanding the military 
division. 

It will appear from these details and accompanying reports that our 
dismounted oavahy, infantry, and militia nobly performed their duty, 
watching, marching, and fighting whenever and wherever opportunity 
offered, that by their aid in holding our depots and supporting our 
mounted force we have saved all our important posts and most of the 
country fi?om pillage, except a belt of some twenty miles wide along 
the route of the invasioii, and with less than 7,000 effective cavalry have 
imrsued, overtaken, beaten in several engagements, and finally routed 
an invading cavalry, variously estimated at from 15,000 to 26,000 men, 
re-enforced by 6,000 armed I'ecruits from Missouri, taken from them 
10 pieces of artillery, 2 stand of colors, 1,958 prisoners of war, a large 
number of horses, mules, wagons, and small-arms, compelled them to 
destroy most of their remaining wagons, train, and plunder, blasted 
all the political schemes of the rebels and traitors who concerted 
with Price to revolutionize Missouri, destroy Kansas, and turn the 
State and presidential election, against the Union cause, and by our 
triumph in the late elections have given to gallant and suffering IMis- 
souri the fairest prospect she has ever yet seen of future freedom, 
peace, and prosperity, all the fruits of a campaign of forty-eight days, 
in which most of our victorious troops had ne\ er before seen a gTeat 
cavalry battle. Earely during this or any other war has cavalry dis¬ 
played more persevering energy in imrsuit, more impetuous courage 
and gallantry in attacking, regardless of superior nuu)b(irs, or had its 
efforts crowned with greater fruits of success. Wliile paying a just 
tribute of thanks to all the officers and soldiers of the cavalry, artillery, 
infantry, militia, and citizen guards who served during the raid, fbr 
their prompt and cheerful obedience to all orders, whether to labor, 
march, or fight, I mustrefer to the accompanying reports of their com¬ 
manders for special mention of individual gallantry. Major-General 
Pleasonton deserves the thanks of the country for the able manner in 
which he handled and fought the cat-airy, and for the brilliant and fouit- 
ful victories he w^on over triple his own force. I hope he may receive 
promotion in the regular army. Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith deserves thanks 
for promptitude, energy, and perseverance in all his movements, and 
for the good judgment displayed in his campaign. Nor must I omit a 
tribute cjf admiration to those brave and true soldiers who, under 
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JNIower, followed Price from Arkaiisafci, marcliing 300 miles in eighteen 
days, and after going ])y boat li*om Cape Girardeau to Jefferson (^ity, 
again resumed the inarcli after him, making another inarch of 462 miles 
before they embarked for N'ashville to take part in the not doubtful con¬ 
test before that city for the mastery of Middle Tennessee. The district 
commanders all deserve my thanks for prompt and cordial co-operation 
in the measures precautionary and preparatory for the raid. General 
Ewing deserves special mention for military judgment, courage, and 
gallantry, in holding Pilot Knob till he had certainty of the enemy’s 
tbrce, as well as for the manner in which he withdrew his troops to Eolla. 
General Mclfeilfor promptitude and energy in putting Eolla in a state of 
defense, and for moving with all force to Jefferson City in time to succor 
it. General Eisk for the prompt and cheerful discharge of very trying 
administrative duties, and for the energy and good sense in preparing 
the defenses of Jefferson City, as in the subsequent repair of La Mine 
bridge. General Brown displayed energy and good sense in preiiaring 
the city for a good defense, and General Sanborn for vigilance, energy, 
and soldierly judgment while (‘ommanding the cavalry advance between 
Jefferson City and Dunksbui'g, as well as throughout the campaign. 
Ool. J. Y. Du Bois, aide-de-camp, chief of staff; Captain Henry, assist¬ 
ant quartermaster of General Steele’s staff*, volunteer staff* quartermas¬ 
ter in the field; Capt. G. Scull, chief commissary; Surg. P. V. Schenek, 
medical director in the field; (^aptain Hoelcke, acting aide-de-camp, en¬ 
gineer; Major Fischer, Fifth Missoini State Militia, on engineer duty; 
Capt. J. F. Bennett, assistant adjutant-general, and my personal aides, 
Maj. F. S. Bond, aide-de-camp, and Capt. E. S. Thoms, aide-de-camp, 
Captain Hills, Tenth Kansas, acting provost-marshal, accompanied me 
during the campaign, and were zealous and indefatigable in the dis¬ 
charge of their respective duties. Major McDermott, First Iowa Cav¬ 
alry, who, with Ids battalion of First Iowa Cavalry, did such good 
service in Korth Missouri and behaved very gallantly in the pursuit of 
the rebels from Jefferson City to Boonville, commanded the escort 
from Sedalia, and deserves honorable mention. Brig. Gen. J. B. Gray, 
adjutant-general of Missouri, and Brigadier-General Pike, of the En¬ 
rolled, are entitled to public thanks for their valuable and indefatigable 
services in connection with the Enrolled Militia. Col. T. J. Haines, 
commissary of subsistence, to whom all the armies West, as well as the 
country, owe a debt of gratitude for invaluable services not likely to be 
overpaid, displayed his usual promptitude and foresight in providing 
for the wants of our troops and depots. Col. William Myers, chief 
quartermaster, in supplying animals, fitting up ti'ains, and providing 
for the wants of our tro<q)s, exhibited his characteristic care and skill. 

I must also mention the voluntary services of those tried veterans. 
Colonel Wangelin, late of the Twelfth Missouri Volunteer Infantry, 
and Colonel Laiboldt, who did all in their power to aid in the defense 
of Saint Louis. Senator B. Gratz Brown and Mayor Thomas, seconded 
by the efforts of many patriotic citizens of all classes, did much to pre¬ 
pare fi)r the defense of the city, and deserve my thanks. I should be 
glad to call the general’s attention to many militia officers, such as Gen¬ 
eral Craig, whose able management in the northwest, in the absence 
of General Fisk, Colonel Gale, who so promptly organized his militia 
regiment (Fifty-fourth Enrolled Missouri Militia) at Franklin, and many 
others scattered over the State, who rendered great service to the coun¬ 
try. But as the chief motive of these officers and the men of their com¬ 
mands was their country’s good the consciousness of duty manfully per¬ 
formed must be their chief reward, until the day comes when our clffl- 



Chap. LUI.l 


price’s MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 


317 


dren, pointing to them as to others who have borne arms in this great 
national struggle, shall say, There go some of the men who helped to 
save our nation.” 

The accompanying reports show our total losses in this campaign 
were 164 killed, of whom 116 were murdered at Gentralia, 336 wounded, 
171 prisoners, of whom many, if not all, are illegally pai‘olled, 681 hors 
de combat, besides which there were several small squads of prisoners 
illegally captured and paroUed in Southeast Missouri, and the troops at 
Glasgow whose surrender was, I think, justifiable and possibly lawful. 

W. S. EOSBGEAlSrS, 

Major-GeneraL 

Lieutenant-Golonel Christensen, 

A. A. ff., Mil* Div. of West Mississi2)pi^ Wew Orleans, La. 

A i) DJE 2 iDA . 

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Missouri, 
hTo. 216. ) ' Samt Louis^ Mo.^ Deoemher 2^ 1864. 

I. The conduct of the militia under Actg. Lieut. Col. S. P. Cox and 
Major Grimes in pursuing Bill Anderson’s band of bushwhackers, Mll- 
iug Anderson and dispersing his band, as repoited by Brig. Gen. James 
Craig, Enrolled Missouri Militia, displays so much spirit, energy, and 
bravery on the part of citizens, giving their services and risking their 
lives for the public good -without fee or rew'ard, as to call for the special 
thanks of the major-general commanding the dci)artment. 

II. In consideration of their gratuitous services, and as a reward for 
their gallantry, it is therefore ordered that the property taken by these 
citizens from the robbers be distributed under the direction of Brigadier- 
General Craig, as follows: 

The horse ridden by Bill Anderson and the watches and arms taken 
will be given to the several officers of the command, to be retained as 
honorable trophies. The money captured will be given in just propor¬ 
tions to the wounded of the command and to the families ol' such as 
were killed in the affair. 

III. Brigadier-General Craig will famish these headquarters with a 
certified list of all property disposed of under this order, reporting the 
manner of its distribution and the names and rank of the officers and 
soldiers who have received it. 

By command of Major-General Eosecrans: 

FEANK ENO, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the Missouri, 

Ko. 220. ) Saint Louies, TfeTo., Deoemher 1864. 

I. The reports of the commanders of troops in the late cam])aign 
against Price, delayed till now by the necessities of the case, fimnish ‘a 
record so brilliant of arduous service and gallant fighting, that the 
commanding general deems it a duty to express to the officers and men 
of his command his admiration of their behavior, and to congratulate 
them and their fellow-citizens on the rovsult. 

II. Vague rumors and threats of an invasion of Missouri by Price 
had been in circulation for montlis among rebels, bushwhackers, and 

A.K’s.” 

About the 21st of September these rumors ripened into certainty by 
the information that Price, crossing the Arkansas with two divisions 
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of cavalry and tliree batteries of artillery, bad joined Sbelby near Bates- 
vilie^^sixty miles south of the line of our State, and would invade us 
with from 15,000 to 20,000 veteran mounted men. 

We had then about 0,500 mounted men for field duty in the deppt- 
ment, scattered over a country 400 miles long and 300 broad, which, 
with the paitially-organized newinfantry regiments and our dismounted 
men, constituted the entfre force to cover our great depots at Saint Louis, 
Jefferson City, Saint Joseph, Macon, Springfield, Eolla, and Pilot Knob, 
guard our railroad bridges against this invasion and protect, as far as 
possible, the lives and property of our citizens from the guerrillas 
who swarmed over the whole country bordering on the Missouri Eiver. 
Fortunately, Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith’s troops, passing Cairo toward Kash- 
ville, at the urgent solicitation of the general commanding, were ordered 
to halt and oppose Price, thus giving us 4,500 veteran infantry. 

ITT. Unable to concentrate until the point was determined where the 
enemy would {strike, without surrendering all the remaining portion of 
the State, you could only make preliminary ])rex)arations and await the 
coming storm, while the Enrolled Missouri Militia, which had never yet 
failed to respond to the call of x)atriotism, prepared to defend their 
homes against the invader and his traitor friends in our midst. 

lY- When Springfield appeared safe from the blow, General Sanborn 
moved with all his available cavaliy to I'e-enforce Eolla, where General 
McKeil was preparing to secure our depots and great supi)ly trains^ 
while Ewing and his band of heroes, the young Forty-seventh Missouri 
Infantry, detachments of the Fu'st, Second, and Third Missouri State 
Militia, the Foui'teenth Iowa Infantry, and Battery H, Second Missouri 
Light ^'tillery, by their grand defense of Pilot Knob, September 27, 
proved the presence of the enemy’s entire force in Southeast Missouri, 
gave him the first staggering blow, and allowed time for the Enrolled 
Missouri Militia and citizens of Saint Louis to prepare for its defense, 
then covered only by General Smith’s infantry and three regiments 
of cavalry, thrown as far as i)racticable toward the enemy. 

V. The zeal and energy of the citizens, aided by the timely arrival 
of the One hundred and thirty-second. One hundred and thirty-fourth. 
One hundred and thirty-sixth, One hundred and thirty-ninth, One 
hundred and fortieth, and One hundred and forty-second Illinois Eegi- 
ments (100 days’ volunteers), who generously and promptly came 
to our assistance, soon x)ut us at ease about the safety of Saint 
Louis, and struck the second blow to the invasion. The gallant First, 
Second, Third, Fourth, Tenth, Eleventh, Thfrteenth, Eightieth, and 
Eighty-fifth Eegimeiits of Enrolled Missouri Militia, and the National 
Guard of Saint Louis, under Generals Pike, Wolff, and Miller, organized 
to support General Smith’s infantry, and roll the rebel tide westward. 

General Brown concentrated at Jefferson City the troops of the 
Central District, and re-enforced by General Fisk, with all available 
troops north of the Missouri, prepared, for the defense of the capital of 
the State, the citizens of which vied with the militaty in their enthu¬ 
siastic exertions to bring the great invasion to naught. 

The enemy, after waiting at Eichwoods for a day or two and tlireat- 
ening Saint Louis, started for the State capital, accompanied by Tom 
Eeynolds, Trusten Polk, and other Missouri traitors, to inaugurate 
another bogus election. McKeil and Sanborn, moving with all their 
available cavalry, by forced marches reached the point of danger a few 
miles in advance of him, and uniting with Fisk and Brown saved Jef¬ 
ferson City, and struck the third blow to the hopes of the invaders and 
traitors, who had boasted they would plant themselVes there and hold 
the State. 
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YI. On the 8th of October, wlien General Pleasonton assumed com¬ 
mand at Jefferson City, he sent Sanborn with all his mounted force, 
4,100 strong, to follow the rebel track and harass them until all our 
remaining cavalry could join you, and the infantry supports come up. 
You drove the enemy’s rear guard upon their main force in line of bat¬ 
tle near Boonville, and bearded them in position with a force of only 
5,500 men. Pursuing their retreat westward, and keeping them between 
you and the IVIissouri Eiver, without an opportunity to double on their 
track, you waited tlte arrival of Winslow’s command, 1,500 strong, which 
followed the enemy ti‘om Arkansas, and when, on the 19th, it joined, 
forming tlie Provisional Cavalry Division of 0,500 men, exclusive of 
escort guards, under General Pleasonton, you moved on the foe for bat¬ 
tle and victory, overtook and g^ave them the hrst sweet taste of your 
sabers on the 22d, at Independence, where you routed Pagan and 
captured two of his guns. On the 23d you forced the passage of the 
Big Blue, fought them fi’om 7 in the morning until 1 p. m. Their 
advance quitting Curtis then fell upon you, when by the combined use 
of Thiuber’s double-shotted canister and the saber you routed their 
main force, and by dark had thrown them beyond Little Santa Pe, 

On the 24tli, at midnight, after marching some sixty miles, with lit¬ 
tle water, except the rain on your backs, and less food for men or 
horses, you again overtook them at the Marais des Oygnes, began skir¬ 
mishing", and at 4 a. ni. on the 25th, opening with artillery, routed them 
with loss; capturing mides, horses, &c. Thence, in a running fight, you 
pursued them to the Little Osage Crossing, where two advanced bri¬ 
gades, under Benteen and Philips, charged two rebel divisions, routed 
them, captured eight pieces of artillery, and near 1,000 prisoners, includ¬ 
ing Generals Marmaduke and Cabell. Sanborn’s brigade again led in 
pursuit, overtook tliem and made two more brillant charges, driving 
everything before it, across the Marmiton, whence the enemy fled, under 
cover of night, toward the Arkansas. After thus marching 204 miles 
in six days and beating the enemy, his flying columns were pursued 
toward the Arkansas by the Kansas troops andBenteen’s brigade, while 
Sanborn, following, inarched 104 miles in thirty-six hours, and on the 
28th reached Nfewtonia, where the enemy made his last stand, in time to 
turn the tide of battle which was going against General Blunt, again 
routing the enemy, and giving the final blow to the greatest cavalry 
raid of the war. 

YII. The substantial results of this brilliant series of operations are, 
that while our infantry and dismounted men nobly performed their 
share of the work by fighting at Pilot Knob and Glasgow, holding the 
depots and important points, and backing yoiu' hazards, the enemy, 
entering the State with a mounted force of veteran troops, variously 
estimated at from 15,000 to 26,000, and eighteen pieces of artillery, with 
vast exiiectations of revolutionizing the State, destroying Kansas, and 
operating%n the Presidential election, after having added to his force 
6,000 Missourians, whic.h General Marmaduke told General Pleasonton 
were armed and organized into a division, has been defeated in all his 
schemes, his mischief confined to the narrow belt of country over which 
he passed, and routed by you in foui* engagements, he has lost ten 
pieces of artillery, a large number of small-arms, nearly all his trains 
and plunder, and, besides his killed, wounded, and deserters, 1,958 
prisoners, which we have now in possession, and the latest reports con- 
^ firm the statement that when the enemy’s tbrces recrossed the Arkan¬ 
sas, demoralization, desertion, and losses had reduced their strength to 
less than 5,000, but partially armed and mounted, with three pieces of 
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artillery, and their horses in the most 'vrretehed condition. All this 
has been accomplished by less than 7,000 (*avalry, most of whom never 
before saw a gi*eat battle, and your entire loss in killed, wounded, and 
missing is only 346 officers and men. The records of this war fiirnish 
no more brilliant and decisive results. 

YIII, To Major-General Pleasonton and the officers and soldiers of 
the Provisional Cavaby Division, by whom this work was wrought, the 
general commanding tenders his thanks for their gallantry and effi¬ 
ciency in the campaign, and congratulates them on having acquired the 
true spirit of cavalry service. 

He also retiu-ns his thanks to the district commanders, to the officers 
and soldiers of our infantry and artillery, and the Enrolled Militia, and 
to Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith and his command for the zeal and energy with 
which they x>erforiued all the duties devolving upon them in the cam¬ 
paign which brought to naught Price’s formidable raid and defeated 
the schemes of the rebels and traitors in Missouri and elsewhere against 
the State and the ISTation. 

IX. A department order wiU announce the regiments entitled, and 
the names of the engagements they are to inscribe on their banners. 

By command of Major-General Eosecrans: 

FEAXK EXO, 
As8ista7it AdjictanPGeneral. 


Xo. 2. 

liinerary of Setaclmeiit of First and Third Divmons., Sixteenth Army 
Gorpsj Maj, Gen. Andrew J. Smith, U. S, Army, commanding.^ 

FIRST DITISION, COMMANDED BY COL. JOSEPH J. WOODS, TWELFTH 

IOWA TOLIJNTEERS. 

During the past month this division has been actively engaged as a 
portion of the army pursuing the rebel General Pri(*e through Missouri. 
Marching has been almost continuous and very hai‘d, making as high 
as thirty-three miles per day. 

SECOND BRIOADE, FIRST DIVISION, COMMANDED BY COL. LUCIUS F. 
HUBBARD, FIFTH MINNESOTA INFANTRY. 

October 1. —The command left its bivouac on Black Eiver, near Pop¬ 
lar Bluff, Mo., marching via Greenville, Jackson, and Dallas, 

October 5. —Arrived at Cape Girardeau. 

October 8. —^Embarked on transports and moved to Jeffersoji (Uty, 
Mo. 

October 15. —^Arrived at Jefferson City and moved the sa<ae day by 
railroad to La Mine Bridge. 

October 19. —Left the La Mine, marching via Sedalia to Lexington; 
thence via Independence and Little Santa Ee to Harrisonville, reaching 
that point on the 2Cth. 

October 30 and 31. —^IVIarched toward Warrensburg, bivouacking on 
the night of the 31st near the Pacific Eailroad, two miles west of Hol¬ 
den Station. 

Distance marched, 283 miles; distaiu^e traveled by transports and 
railroad, 36C miles; total, (>43 miles. 


' From October returns. 
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THIRD BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION, COMMANDED BY COL. SYLVESTER 
a. HILL, THIRTY-FIFTH IOWA INFANTRA^ 

October 1. —^Marclied at 7 a. m. from near Poplar Bluff, Mo., toward 
Greenville, Mo., thirteen miles; command on three-quarter rations. 

October 2. —^Marched at 6 a. m.; forded the Saint Francis Eiver; en¬ 
camped at Greenville; fourteen miles. 

October 3. —Marclied on Cape Girardeau road; seventeen miles. 

October i.—^Marched at 2 a. m.j a forced march; raining and roads 
bad; encamped at 8 p. ni. on White Water Creek; thirty miles. 

October 5. —^Marched to Cape Girardeau; eighteen miles; encamped 
one mile below town. This concludes a march of 317 miles in nineteen 
days from Brownsville, Ark. 

October 7, —Embarked on boats for Saint Louis. 

October 9. —^Ee-embarked at Saint Louis for Missouri Eiver. 

October 18. —Lauded at Jefferson City, Mo., and moved by cars to 
La Mine Bridge. 

October 19. —^Marched via Sedalia to Eoletta; went into cam]) at 
11.30 p. m.; nearly the whole command left by the roadside exhausted; 
thirty*three miles. 

October 20. —^Marched sixteen miles. 

October 21. —Marched into Lexington; twenty-five miles. 

October 22. —^Marched soutliwest twenty-four miles. 

October 21. —Marched at 1 a. m. via Independem^e to Big Blue Eiver; 
eighteen miles. 

October 25. —^Marched via Little Santa Fe, Kaiis.; fifteen miles. 

October 26. —^Marched.to Harrisonville, Mo.; twenty-tliree miles. 

October 27 to 29. —^Eemaiiied in camp waiting supplies. 

October 30. —Marched to Pleasant Hill, TVIo.; twelve miles. 

October 31. —Marched to Chaiiel Hill, Mo.; sixteen miles; went into 
camp at 9 p. m. 

THIRD DIVISION, COMMANDED BY COL. DAVID MOORE, TWENTY-FIRST 

MISSOURI INFANTRY. 

October 2. —This division left Jefferson Barracks, forming part of the 
command under Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith; moved through the State of 
Mssouri to Harrisonville, and If om there took up line of march for Saint 
Louis. 

Mustered for pay at Pleasant Hill, Mo., on the 31st instant. 

Distance marched during the month, 375 miles. 

FIRST BRIOADE, THIRD DIVISION, COMMANDED BY COL. THOMAS J. 

KINNEY,. ONE HUNDRED AND NINETEENTH ILLINOIS INFANTRY. 

October 2. —The brigade moved from Jefferson Barracks to Gray^s 
Summit, a distance of some thirty miles. 

October 4. —Eeached that pla(*e. Here we halted until the 7th, when 
the command moved on in pursuit of Price’s rebel forces, marching at 
the rate of fifteen to twenty miles from Kansas City, Mo., then moving 
to Harrisonville, where we halted until the 30th (three days). 

October 30. —Moved to Pleasant Hill, where the brigade now is, under 
orders to march by Lexington, Waveiiy, Glasgow, Fayette, Columbia, 
Danville, and Warrenton to Saint Charles, Mo. 

21 R R—VOL XLl, PT I 
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SECOND BEIOADE, THIRD DIVISION, COIMMANDED BY COL. JAMES I. 
aiLBEET, TWENTY-SEVENTH IOWA INFANTRY. 

October 1 ,—^Fonnd this command at Jefferson Barracks, Mo. 

October 2 .—^IMarclied in tlie morning, forming a part of tlie command 
tinder Maj. Gen. A. J. Smitk, to Kirkwood; thirteen miles. 

October S. —arched to Dutch Holland; eighteen miles. 

October -i.—arched to Summit Station; ten miles. 

October 5 and 6 ,—^Lay in camj). 

October 7, —^IVlarched to Cedar Creek; ten miles. 

October 8. —^]Mar(*hcd on Jefferson City road; eighteen miles. 

October .9.—Lay in camp. 

October 10, —^IMarched on Jefferson City road, lording Gasconade 
Eiver; eighteen milevS. 

October 11, —Marched to Big Mary Creek; twenty-two miles. 

October 12. —^Marched to Moreau Creek; nineteen miles. 

October 13. —Passing through Jefferson City, nine miles, west; thir¬ 
teen miles. 

October 14. —^IVIarched to California, passing Lookout Station; seven¬ 
teen miles. 

October^lo. —^Lay in camp. 

October 16 .—^Marched to La Mine Bridge; twenty-four miles. 

October 17. —Lay in camp. 

October 18 .—^Marched, passing Sedalia two miles toward Georgetown; 
eighteen miles. 

October 19 .—Marched on Lexington road, x)assing Georgetown; fif- 
teeii miles. 

October 20 .—Marched on Lexington road to Deer Creek; seventeen 
miles. 

October 21 .—^Marched into Lexington; twenty-three miles. 

October 22 .—^Marched on Harrisonville road fourteen miles and took 
the Independence road; seventeen miles. 

October 23 .—Marched on Independence road eighteen miles, 

October 24.--A.t midnight passing Independence to Big Blue River; 
fifteen miles. 

October 25 .—^Marched south, passing Santa and encamped on Big 
Blue; fifteen miles. 

October 26 .—^]VIarched at 3.30 o’clock in the morning and passed on<* 
mile beyond Harrisonville; twenty-six miles. 

October 27 to 29. —^Lay in camp. 

October 30 ,—^Marched on the Warrensburg road to within one mile of 
Pleasant Hill; eleven miles. 

October 81 .—^JVIustered for pay and marched toward Wellington to 
Big Snibar Elver; twelve miles. 

The command has thus marched during the month 369 miles, and is 
now in camp for the night, en route for Lexington. 

THIRD BRIGADE, THIRD DIVISION, COMMANDED BY COL. EDWARD H. 

WOLFE, FIFTY-SECOND INDIANA INFANTRY. 

October Engaged in a skirmish at Erankliu, Mo., lasting a half 
hour, resulting in driving the rebels. 

October 5. —Marched to Gray’s Summit. 

October 7 .—^Took up line of march tor Jefferson City. 
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October 8, —^Passed throngli Union City. 

October 10, —Crossed Gasconade Eiver. 

October 11, —^Passed througli Linn. 

October IS, —Eeaclied Jefferson City; same ni^ht proceeded by rail 
to California 5 * encami)ed there three days. 

October 16, —Proceeded through Tijdon and fc:^yracnse to OtterviJle. 

October 18. —^Marched through Fanner and Smith City to Sedalia. 

October 19, —Marched through Georgetown. 

October 21, —Peached Lexing*ton. 

October 23, —IVlade a forced march of forty-five miles, passing through 
ludepeudeuc(‘ about midniglit. 

October 25, —Crossed the Kansas line at Little Santa Fe. 

October 26, —Eeached Harrisonville. 

October 80, —Started on return marcdi. 

October 81, — Eeached Pleasant Hill. Coininaiid dividtHl into two 
('oluinns, one regiment moving toward lndep(mden(‘e and the rest of 
the luigade toward Cogswell’s Landing, Missouri Eiv(U‘. 

Entire distance marched duiing the month, 400 miles. 


Ko. 3. 


Report of OoL Phineas Peane,, Forty-ninth JUlnoln Infantry, 

llDQiis. Forty-ninth Eeot. Illinois Inpty. Vet. Yols., 

Franl'lhiy il/o., October 2^ 1861, 

Lieutenant; i hav(^ the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by my command in the action at Franklin, Mo., October 1 , 
1864: 

Jjeft the train of (*ars about two miles east of town, and forming in 
rear of Filty-second Indiana Infantry Veteran Volunteers, advanced 
steadily and for the purpose of supporting said regiment should they 
become heavily engaged. Company A, lUiptain Oogan (‘ommanding, was 
deployed on right of and Joining skirmish line of Fifty-second Indiana 5 
Company B, Lieutenant Stanley commanding, was deployed in same 
manner on the left. The regiment moved in the above order until near 
the town, Avhen it was advanced and joined on the right of the Fifty- 
second Indiana, and in that order entered the town and halted on the 
right of the railroad wcvst of and near the depot, where it went into 
camp for the night. 

The following is a list of* <*asualties in Forty-ninth Ixegimcnt Illinois 
Infantry Veteran Volunteers; David W. Thurman, ])rivate, Company I, 
wounded slightly in left elbow. * 

Eespectfafiy submitted. 

P. PEASE, 

Colonel^ Comdg, Forty-muth Illinois Infantry Veteran Vols, 

Lieut James D. Cobine, 

Actg, Asst, Adjt, Qen,^ 8(1 Brig,, 8(1 iJln,^ Kith Army Corps, 
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Xo. 4. 

Iiej)ort of Lieut, Col, Andrew W. Bogey's,, Eighty-first Illinois Infantry, 

Hdqjrs. Eiohty-fibst Illinois Volunteeb Inpantby, 

Way'renshnrg,, Mo,,, Octoh&y'' 80^ 1864, 
Sib: In accordance with instructions just rci^eived I have the honor 
to make the following report of my movements while on the recent 
reconnaissance by instructions from Colonel Moore, commanding post: 

Maj. S. A. (rarth, battalion Mnth Missouri Cavalry, two companies, 
reported to me for duty at 5 a. in. the IJOth. I marched from town, 
taking the Columbus road, distant twelve miles. Arriving there^ I 
secreted my command in the woods, sending out scouting parties on 
various roads, to the distance of four and five miles, but finding no 
indications of an enemy, I then moved niy command seven miles up 
the Lexington road, watching all the roads closely until at this point, 
being the road crossing at the uppermost bridge that an enemy would 
cross at going southward. Then turning an east and southeastward 
direction we traveled along and crossed all roads that an enemy would 
travel on if going in the dii*e(*tion anticipated. Taking the Lexington 
and Warrensburg road at Hazle Hill at dark, ten miles northeast of 
Warrensburg, camped for the night. At 8 a. m. the morning of the 
30th we ^'ain took up the line of inarch, arriving at this place at about 
10 a. m. to-day, having had a right fatiguing marcli of seventy five 
miles without seeing or hearing anything of an enemy. There are no 
indications of an enemy in that section of country save a tew bush¬ 
whacking and irresponsible bands of men that disband on the approach 
of an armed force 

A. W. EOGEBS, 

Lieutenant-Ooloyiel Eighty first Illinois Volunteers. 
Capt. J. H. Wetmobe, 

Assistayit Adjutant-General, 


Ho. 5. 

Beiyort of Lieut, Col, Jonathan MerrUnn,, One hundred and scventeeyitli 

Illinois Infayitry, 

HEAI)Qt"ABTEES HTtH EegIjMENT ILLINOIS INFANTBY, 

Franldinj Mo,^ October P, 1861, 

Lieutenant: 1 have the honor to submit the following report of 
the part taken by my command in the action of October 1 at this 
place: 

At 10 a. m. I received an order from the colonel commanding to take 
my command off the cars and move forward in the rear of the Forty- 
ninth Illinois. After <‘oming within range of the enemy^s artillery I 
deployed the regiment into line of battle and moved forward as before. 
From the nature of the gTound my command was obliged to move in 
the rear of the other troops and did not become directly engaged. The 
Y^asualtiesin the regiment during the day were Andrew J. Hash, private, 
Company B, contusion in breast by musket-ball, and Samuel I. Grant, 
private. Company D, slightly wounded in head by musket-ball. 

I have the honor to be, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

J. MEEEIAM, 

Lieuteyiant- Colonel^ Commanding, 

Lieut. James T>, Cobine, 

Actg Asst, Adjt, Gen,^ 3d 3d 16th Ay'niy Goriys, 
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Rei)ort of Capt, JEJli Mafioel'Sj Flfiy-Heoond Indiana Infantry. 

Heapquartei^s Fifty-second Indiana Yolitnteers, 

Franklin^ Mo.^ October lS6i. 

Lieutenant: lliavetlio honor to luake tlie following’report of the 
pait taken in the skirmish near Franklin, Mo., on the 1st instant: 

1 disembarked my regiment about one mile and a halt from the vil¬ 
lage, formed o]i the Franklin road, deploying Company A, under eoiu- 
mand of Captain Bodkin, as skirmishers, who had scarcely deployed 
before skirmishing commenced. My regiment was now formed at right 
angles with and across the road. Oimipany B was ordered forward to 
support the skirmish line, which was steadily driving the enemy‘’s 
skirmishers. When near the railroad Companies F and D were sent 
forward to strengthen the skirmish line, the regiment crossing and 
moving up along the railroad by the right flank until alter passing the 
water-tank, when I deployed my regiment in line again, advancing 
steadily, the skirmishers driving the rebel line under a brisk Are. 
When near the town the enemy’s line of battle could be seen drawn 
up in town. They opened with three pieces of artillery, liring but a 
few shots and with no effect. The men ha<l been ordered to he down. 
The skirmish line had been halted and was now ordered forward and 
continued steadily driving the enemy through and some distance out 
of town, when a halt was ordered. The regiment remained in line 
where first halted until late in the evening, when it was ordered back 
a short distance and wnmt into camp. 

The following is a list of casualties, viz: Private Thomas Harrall, 
Oomi)any A, gunshot wound in right thigh; severe; Private B. S. Blue, 
(k)m])any F, gunshot wound in right shoulder, severe; Private Harri¬ 
son Crawford, Company G, gunshot wound in head, severe; Private 
Samuel Shepherd, (\)m])any G, wounded by piece of shell, slight, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ELL MATTOCKS, 

Captain.^ Oomdg. Fifty-second Indiana Yeteran VoJuntecrs. 

Lieut. James I). Corine, 

Aetg. Asst. Adjt. (Jen., Jd Brig., Hd J>ii\, Rith Army (Uirps. 


No. 7. 

Report of (kipt. WiUlam J. (JamphelJ, Fonrteenth Iowa Infantry. 

llD<iRS. FoirUTEENTII lOWA INFANTRY YoiATNTEERS, 

Rolloy Jio., October .jf, 

On the 25th [Septembei’] I moved with my command by rail on the 
Iron Mountain road. By order I detached and left at various stations, 
from Jefferson Barracks to Mineral Point, Mo,, five companies of my 
command, namely, Comxianies A, G, H, I, and K. Encamped at Mineral 
Point on the night of the 25th. Proceeded from thence on the morn¬ 
ing of the 2Gth, with Companies B, C, D, and E, to Pilot Knob, Mo., 
wh^ence we marched to Ironton, distant one mile, where we enc'amped 
during the night of the 26th of Sei)tember. 

On the morning of the 27th, at early daylight, the enemy appeared in 
force, when they were engaged by two pieces of the Second Missouri 
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Battery. Tho onetny boiii^ loo strong in numbers we were ('onipollcMI 
to tall baek, Mas done in good order to the soutlieast point of 

fc^hepherd’s Mountain, w here our Ibrees again formed line of battle under 
command of Major Wilson. Here I was joined l)y a detacliinent of eight¬ 
een men of Company II, Fourteenth loMa Infantry. I mus ordered, 
with my command, to occupy the summit of ^Shepherd's Mountain, 
which 1 did. At this point I had a brisk skirmish with the enemy, M^ho 
attempted to flank my position, and I fell baek to the rifle-pits of Fort 
Da\idson, where I remained till 1 w^as oidered, at 1 p. m., to oc(*upy 
the face of Shepherd’s Mountain south of the fort. I held that position 
till the enemy attacked me in heavy force, and I M"as compelled to fall 
back within the fort, when a general engagement commenced. 

On the morning of the 28th, at 2 a. m., by order of Brigadier-General 
Ewing, I moved my command in advance, and took up line of march on 
the Caledonia road, arriving at Webster, distant thirty miles, wheie 
we encamped. On the 20th of September, at 1 a. m., took up line of 
march, covering the retreat Avith my command to Leasburg, distant 
thirty-six miles. About 10 a. m. the enemy attacked our rear guard of 
cavalry, and drove them in. I immediately formed line of battle, and 
checked the advance of the enemy. The column moved forward, and 1 
covered the i^treat, with continual skirmishing the entire way. . Aiiiv- 
ing at Leasburg at sunset my command was formed in line of battle on 
the left, facing the enemy, where we remained encami)ed during the 
night. On the 30th of September commenced building tem]>()rary for¬ 
tifications, which were occupied till the morning of October 2, at 2 
o’clock, when we took up our line of march for Eolla, Mo., distant thirty- 
one miles, where we arrived at 0 p. m., and are encamped at the pres¬ 
ent time. 

The officers and men of my command behaved with the utmost cool¬ 
ness and bravery during the several engagements in vdih^h we took 
part. First Lieut. Hugo Hoffbauei‘, acting adjutant, has my warnu^st 
thanks for the manner in which he conducted himselt*, and the valuable 
service rendered by his untiring energy during the several engagements, 
and while on the march. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. J. CAMPBELL, 

Captain Company TT, (U)ynd(j. Fourteenth Iowa Infty. VoJs. 

Lieut. G. 13. O. Kellman, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant Generah 


NTo. 8. 


Report of Capt, John B, Gandolfo^ One hundred and seventy-eighth Xew 

Yorh Infantry. 

Hdqbs. 178th Kew Youk Volunteer Ineantuy, 

Franklin^ Mo., October ISGi, 

Sir: In compliance with instructions received,! have the honor to 
report the following part taken by my command in the a<flion of the 
1st instant near this place: 

Upon the arrival of the command near this town I was assigned to 
the duty of guarding the trains. My command was distributed among 
the trains for the better protection thereof, and one company (G) sent 
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as ])ickcts upon a road to tlio uortb, to prevent any surprise ll*oni that 
quarter. Later in tli(‘ day 1 received orders to follow the rest of tlie 
brigade to the town, where my command was em^amped. I have to 
report no casualties. 

I have tlie honor to be, sii", very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. HANBOLFO, 
Capably Commanding l/Stli New YorJc YoUinieers, 

Lieut. James 1). Cobine, 

Aetg. Adjt. Gen.^ Brlg.^ Jd J)h\^ IhtJt Anng (Wps, 


No. 9. 

Reports of Col, Edward E, Winslow,, Eonrfh Iowa Cavalry,, commanding 
Cavalry,, Sixteenth Army Corps, 

Hbqrs. Second Biv., Cav. Corps, Bist. op West Tenn., 

Octoher 23, 1804, 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of detachments of about 2,000 men of my command: 

Under instructions from Maj. Gen. 0. C. Washburn, commanding 
Bistrict of West Tennessee, I crossed the Mississippi liiver at Mem¬ 
phis, Tenn,, with about 1,900 officers and men of my division, the 
detachments from First Brigade in charge of Col. Joseph Karge, and 
those from the Second under command of Lieut. (^oL George Burneld, 
Third Iowa Cavalry. Marched at noon of the 2d of September, moving 
on the military road to Clarendon, 100 miles, arriving at 11 a. m. Gth 
instant, having bridged four bayous and ferried one—Black Fish— 
where seven men of the Fourth Missouri Cavalry, one negro, and four 
horses were drowned by the sinking of the boat. The Saint Francis 
and L’Anguille Fivers were forded without trouble. It would be quite 
impracticable to move a column by this route during the wet season. On 
the 7th instant [ultimo] I was directedby Major-General Steele, command¬ 
ing Bepartment of Arkansas, to move to Brownsville, and being ferried 
over the White Eiver, marched to that point, thirty-nine miles, arriving 
on theOthinstant [ultimo] at noon. 1 had sent about lOOmen and animals 
from Clarendon by river to Memphis, and on my departure therefrom 
left 150 men sick and dismounted, with about 100 horses, at Browns¬ 
ville. Buring our stay at this point many of my men became ill, the 
weather being very warm and the water very bad. The animals were in¬ 
sufficiently supplied with forage. Notwithstanding every possible elfori 
was made I could not get my animals shod, and because of this many 
were abandoned during the march to Cape Ghardeau. Colonel Karg<^ 
was left at Brownsville sick, and the command of his brigade <levo]ve<] 
on Major Simonson, Seventh Indiana Cavalry. The Second New Jer 
sey Cavalry, about 250 men, wliich I had directed to report to Major 
General Mower at Memphis, was here returned to the command. Oi 
the 18th instant [ultimo], under orders from Major-General Mower, com 
man ding expedition, I moved from Brownsville and arrived at Oap< 
Girardeau, Mo., on the 5th of October at noon. Distance 31G niileJ 
direct march. 

October 7, the command embarked on steamers for Saint Louis 
arriving on the 8th, 9th, and 10th, and going at once to Bentoi 
Barracks. Here I caused to be turned in all unserviceable animals 
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and the comiuand was supplied with .lOO fresh liovvsos, live ambu¬ 
lances, and jSlve vsix-nuile tenants and wagons. {(Jur transportation to 
this time had included no wagons.) Tlie men were also supplied with 
clothing*, which w^as much needed. At 5 p. m. 10th instant the First 
Brigade moved toward the Missouri Eiver, arri^dng at noon next day, 
thirty-five miles, and embarked on steamers for Jefferson City, ^yhile 1 
marched with the Second Brigade at 0 a. m. on the 11th instant, reach¬ 
ing Independence, tya Washington, Bussellville, (California, Tipton, 
Sedalia, and Lexington, on the evening of the 22d instant, distance 
about 305 miles direct. A portion only of the First Brigade joined me 
on the march, the Second New- Jersey and Mneteenth Pennsylvania 
Eegiments having fallen to the rear by orders from Major-General 
Pleasonton. At Independence we first came up with an enemy, and 
my command was dire(*ted to support that of Brigadier-General Brown 
(Missouri State Militia) in pusliing the enemy over Big Blue Eiver. 
General Brown, saying his men were out of ammunition, directed me to 
take the advance at dark, Avhich I did, and with the Third Iowa (dis¬ 
mounted) pushed the enemy from Independence to within two miles of 
the river, where I was ordered to halt, at 10.30 p. m. On the morning 
of the 23d, General Brown’s brigade bein-g ordered to the front and 
himself to the rear, I was requested by the major-general command¬ 
ing to take charge of the front and conduct the fighting. Imme¬ 
diately assuming direction, I formed on the edge of the stream one 
regiment of Missouri State Militia, together with the Fourth Missouri, 
Captain Knispel, and one battalion of the Fourth Iowa, Captain Bee, 
which I had previously ])laced there, and ordered a charge upon the 
enemy on the other hank. The enemy were at once driven back upoJi 
Ids main line, half a mile farther back. Almost three companies, 
being partially surrounded, wordd have been captured from the enemy 
but for awkwardness or negligence on the part of some militia officers. 
Dismounting tw’o other regiments of Missouri State Militia, and direct¬ 
ing Captains Kjiispel and Dee to hold their commands in reserve, and 
at the same time ordering forward my whole command, I advanced 
upon the main position of the enemy. Their line was formed in the 
edge of a long piece of timber, just on the hi*ow of the rising ground, 
wMle in front was a fine open stretch of clearing descending grad¬ 
ually to the river. When within 400 yards of the enemy I directed 
the line to advance rapidly and drive them fi*om the timber. This was 
well commenced only, when the whole line gave way under the fire of 
the enemy and reti‘eated in disorder to the reserve, where I succeeded 
in reforming the broken detachment. I again ordered an advan(*e mth 
the Third and Fourth Iowa Eegiments closely supporting. This time 
we reached the woods, and after a short, spirited resistanc^e from the 
enemy drove them out of position with some loss. The i*etiring foe 
was followed by our troops tlu-ough the skirt of timber al)out two 
miles, when, having been struck, just as we gained the edge of the 
timber, in the leg with a rifle-ball, and disabled thereby, I turned over 
the command to Lieut. Col. F. W. Benteen, Tentli Missouri Cavalry, 
who had commanded the Second Brigade since leaving Washington, 
Mo. 

Having been left on the field I could not learn our loss or that of 
the enemy. I know of Captain Brown and Lieutenant Watts, Third 
Iowa, and Lieutenant Bowman, Fourth Iowa Cavalry, being wounded 
while gallantly leading their men. I presume our loss to this time did 
not exceed in my division 25 all told. The command is still pursuing 
the retreating enemy. During the march to Clarendon and until leav-* 
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ing Brownsville, Ark., tlie (‘oiuniand was but ])artially su])plie(l with 
gi’aiii, and liad very little liay. From Brownsville, Ark., to (Jape Crir- 
ardeau, Mo., grain was readily found and some hay Avas obtained. 
From Saint Louis to time of arrival at lnde[)endenee a sufticieiit amount 
of grain and considerable hay Avas secured. That tlie march was 
severe in many respects is cAident, and yet at the time of the light, 
23d of October, there were no dismounted men. Of course dui'ing the 
march from Saint Louis no horses AA^ere taken from citizens. Previous 
to the arrival of the command at Cape (xirardeau about 250 animals 
were taken and captured, all of which were branded, and most of them 
turned into the quartermaster’s department at Benton Barracks. The 
men Avere dismounted and led their animals from one-eighth to one- 
fourth of each day’s march, and eA^ery eftbrt was made by steady inoA^- 
ing, frequent rests, and regular and abundant feeding, Achen pra(*tica- 
ble, to keep the command in an eifective (*ondition. The officers gen¬ 
erally did all they could to s(^cond my endeaA7)rs, although, as is tlie 
case in all our movements, many company commai|ders neglected to 
enforce obedience to orders receded from higher authority. I am 
esx)ecially indebted to the several brigade commanders, and to Lieut. 
A. Hodge, acting assistant adjutant-general; Oajitain Fitch, aide-de- 
camp; Lieutenant Madigan, acting commissary of subsistence; Capt. 
J. F. Toung, Tenth Missouri Cavalry, acting assistant (prartermaster, 
and Lieutenant Thiel, aide-de-camp, for much A'alnable aid. 

Immediately after the return from the imrsuit of Price the command 
should be reunited, and I revspectfully represent the necessity of this 
being done. The detachment in Missouri is composed of details from 
about eA^ery company in eight regiments, the (*ompany and regimental 
records being y(‘t at Memphis AVith the portion there encamped. 

1 submit hofewith a statement of the daily marches with remarks. 
Only the direct marches are shoAvn, to Avhieh aggregate should be 
added 25 i^er cent, for scouting, lianking, and foraging. IVliles marched, 
772; traveled by boats, 150; total distance, 022 miles. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

Your obedient servant, 

F. F. WINSLOW, 
Colonel^ Commandmg Dlvlvon. 

Capt. S. L. Woodward, 

Asst, Adjt. Oen,, Cavalry (^orpSj JHsi, of West Tennessee, 


Heajdquarters Fourth Brigade, Cavalry Division, 

Near Kansas Oity^ October ,29, 

Lieutenant: 1 have the honor to submit the following brief report 
of operations of my (command from the 16th instant to date: 

By direction of the major-general commanding the department, I 
reported to the major-general commanding division from Prince’s Ford 
on Osage Eiver, where my command Avas then in biADuac. From this 
point the command moved thirty miles per diem, to W^ellingtoii, camp¬ 
ing at dark on the 21st instant; moved at 12 o’clock same night in rear 
of Sanborn’s brigade to Independence, Avhen I was directed to support 
Brigadier-General Brown and aid in driAung the enemy to Weston. 
Moved at 5 j). m., and by direction of General Brown my brigade took 
the advance, pushing the enemy (Clark’s rebel brigade in the rear) to 
within three miles of Big Blue, when, at 10.30 p. m., I received orders 
to wait for the moon to rise. Moved about 4 a. in. 23d, driving the 
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enemy over Blue, at viiicli stream (rcneral Bro^vii’s brigade was 
ordered to take tlie ad\aiice and General B. ordered to tlie rear. At 
tlie request of the major-general eoinmanding dmsion 1 assumed di- 
reetiou of the fighting in iroiit, the enemy being posted on the oppo¬ 
site bank of the river with their main line formed about half a mile from 
the skeam. With one battalion Fourth Iowa Cavalry, 100 Fourth Mis¬ 
souri Oavah'y, and one regiment of Brown’s brigade, Missouri State 
Militia, formed on the bank of the stream, the enemy were at onee 
driven to their main line by a ^igorous charge. Dismounting two 
other regiments of IMissouri State Militia and forming line about 400 
yards from that of the enemy, under the cover of the crest of a small 
hill, I directed a charge on the enemy, having previously pla(*ed a reg¬ 
iment in reserve. When within about 100 yards of the enemy the 
entire line broke and ran to the rear. Succeeded in rallying upon the 
reserve most of the broken troops, and bringing forward my brigade in 
support I again ordered a charge on the enemy’s line. This movement 
was perfectly su^essful, though the enemy held their position, a good 
one, until our men engaged them hand-to-hand. Just as the enemy 
turned to run I was struck in the left leg with a rifle-ball, and, though 
able to keep the saddle until the enemy had been driven a mile, w^as 
obliged then to turn over my command to Lieuteuant-(!5olonel Benteen, 
Tenth jMissouri Cavahy. 

I cannot give a list of casualties, not having received any reports, 
but think the losses in my own command will not exceed 25 killed and 
wounded, principally in the Third Iowa Cavalry, which did tlie work 
on the night of the 22d. 

I respectfully call the attention of the major-general to the condition 
of my command, which, though having marched over (SOO miles direct 
line, had then no dismounted men. 

Very truly, yours, 

E. F. WIKSLOW, 

Colonel Fourth Iowa Cavalry^ Commanding. 

Lieut. Clifford Thomson, 

Avtlng Asmstant Adjutant-Gen era L 


Ko. 10. 

Eeport of Lieut, Col. Frederick TT. Benteen,^ Tenth, Missouri (Uivalry^ 
commanding Fottrfh Brigade., Car airy Division, 

Headquarters Fourth Brioade, Cavalry Division, 

Cross Timbers., Mo,., Koveniber 3,1864, 
General : I beg respectfully to submit the following report of the 
operations of this brigade since I have had the honor of commanding it: 

On the morning of the 23d of October, Colonel Winslow command¬ 
ing, was unfortunately wounded in the leg and had to retire from the 
field, and the command devolved upon me as the next ranking officer. 
At that time I found the enemy well posted on the opposite side of the 
Big Blue with a very strong position and in considerable numbers. 
Captain Dee, of the Fourth Iowa Cavalry, had succeeded, with a detach¬ 
ment of that regiment, in gaining a position on the same side with tlie 
rebels and the brigade of General Brown had been ordered to the front. 
As soon as the command devolved upon me I dismounted the Third 
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Jowa (Rivalry, MaJ. J>. S. Jones <*oininan(lin;j,‘, and iulvau(*<Hl them as 
skiriuivsln^rs toward tlie enemy, tlirougii the woods that lined the imme¬ 
diate banks of ihe er<‘ek, until L arrived at an opcni spaee, some 200 
yards in width, on the near side of wlih'h I found 200 or 300 men of the 
Missouri State INfilitia posted ludund some houses at wiiicii the enemy 
w'as pouring a very hot fire, i>y dint of great urging and exertion of 
authority, t wsueceeded in getting them trom behind their places of 
shelter, and then, with tluun and my dismounted men, advanced across 
tlie field at a double-quick to the wmods be^^ond; the enemy at the same 
time resisting us stoutly. The woods attained, w^e pushed the enemy 
through them rapidly to the prairie beyond, wlieve he had stationed a 
battery, from w^hieh he played among us vshell after shell. My com¬ 
mand, neverthelchS, moved on and with such i*apidity that the rebel 
commander, fearing, I sii]>pose, for the safety of his cannon, withdrew 
them w ith his command rapidly a.nd hil bac'k (pdte a distance a(Toss 
the prairie beyond even the range of artillery, in the meantime I had 
'sent for the Fourth Towa Oavalry and dismounted them and advanced 
them in line of skiruiishers as a supi)ort to my advanced line. 
The enemy thus for the moment having l)een i)iished beyond our 
reach, my wiiole command was brought forward on the prahie, *and after 
a few minutes being alhnved for rest the wiiole w’as mounted, and, at 
your direction, 1 moved out on w^hat was called the Itidge road toward 
the position the euemy had taken. It had now got to be past noon, and 
after some divstance bad been gained, 1 sent Caiitain Young to find you 
and obtain permission to feed our hungry animals. The captain shortly 
after reporting that he could not ascertain your w^hereabouts, I took the 
responsibility ujion myself to halt my command iu a large corn-field 
and take a few' minub^s to fe<‘d. T had not taken much time when I 
perceived there was w^ork to be done, as 1 could plainly see a battle 
raging in onr front, and immediately ordiaed my men into the saddle 
and moved out on a trot tow'ard the State line. A few minutes sufficed 
to bring us to the scene of the conlIi<‘t. Here 1 found the enemy mak¬ 
ing a cliargc and some of our ti‘oops ingloriously falling back, i tried, 
with the assistance of Gaiitain Young, to rally tliem, but without avail. 
I then ordered my leading i*egiment, the Tenth Missouii Oavahy, to 
forma line to the left and ordered them to make a counter-charge, wiii(*h 
they did in gallant style, turning the r(^bels and driving them. I then 
tbrmed the rest of my brigade and ordered a charge, in which thewdiole 
command partieii)ated, driving the <memy far beyond the battle-ground, 
beyond Missouri into Kansas and beyond the towai of Santa F6. In 
this (*harge Second Lieut. M. (). Atild, Company I, Tenth Missouri 
Cavalry, was seveinJy w'ounded. Our horses having become jaded and 
w^'orn down, I formed my <*()lnmn and jmxMKMed to a point jnst beyond 
the Kansas line and about two miles and a half from Santa Fe, and 
halted to rest l)oth annuals and men. Here 1 re(*eived orders from yon 
to go into camp for the night and in the morning move out and meet 
you at or near the last-named town. 

On the morning of the 24-th, just after daylight, we moved out to Santa 
Fe, and taking our position just iu the rear of General Sanborn^s com¬ 
mand marched until late that night, reaching the Osage Eiver, where, 
on the order of General Sanborn, we bivouacked around the house of 
Elder Williams, that officer deeming it too dark and the enemy too 
well posted for an attack that night. That clay we marched over a deso¬ 
lated country, where even water w^as scarce, at a speed that necessarily 
kept the rear at a trot, and bivouacked, w'ithout forage for our jaded 
horses, a distance of at least forty-two miles. The morning of the 25th 
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broke and gave promise ot a dull and dreary day, wlien I was ordered 
with, my Imigade to mar(*li to the river and cross, receiving from you 
the order to charge the enemy whenever the opportunity offered. I 
(Tossed, an(l reaeliing the prairie formed my column in the following 
order: “First, the Tenth Missouri Cavahy, Maj. W. TT. Lusk; second, 
the Fourth Towa Cavalry, Maj. A. E. Pierce; third, the Third Iowa 
('avalry, Maj. P. S. Jones, and fourth, the Seventh Indiana Cavalry 
and Fourth Missouri Cavalry, consolidated, under the command of Maj. 
S. E. W. Simonson, of the former regiment, and moved as rapidly as 
possible after the retreating enemy. The skies now cleared, and the 
sun smiled out upon the scene as if foretelling the glorious day that 
awaited us. After forming, a few advanced skirmishers wei'c throAvu 
out to prevent a too sudden approach upon the enemy, who might be 
behind any of the numerous hills of the undulating prairie. Three 
short miles were scarcely accomplished when one of the advan(*ed skir¬ 
mishers galloped back and reported that the enemy was only a few hun¬ 
dred yards ahead in line of battle, in large force, and with eight pie(‘es 
of artillery. About the same time Major Uimt, of General Curtis’ staffs, 
came up and told me the enemy’s exact position, stating that tliere was 
a brigade aheady in position in his front, but too weak to begin the 
attack. I at on(‘e determined to form on the left of this brigade, espe¬ 
cially as a few more paces brought us in view of the line of rebels; see¬ 
ing the position in whi(di he had his artillery, I immediately surmised 
that the rebel commander had committed a fatal blunder, and resolved 
to captiue it. I sent an ofQcer to the commanding officer of the bri¬ 
gade on my right Avith the information that I was going to charge, and 
a rc(iuest for him to charge with me, tbr God's sake, and at the same 
time formed my command in eolnnin of regiments in the same manner 
I had ioi*med them for marching, and immediat<dy sounded the charge. 
The line of the brigade on my right was soon passed, but it did not 
(diarge with ns; this brigade I have since learned was the one com¬ 
manded by (V)l. J. F. Philips, of the Missouri State Militia. The fire of 
the enemy was now so hot that for a moment it staggered even my own 
gallant regiment, but it soon recovered and went on with an exulting 
yell. At the time the charge was sounded, I gaA-e the orders for the dif¬ 
ferent regiments to exeemte a right half-wheel, and dispatched my staff 
to see it executed, then to completely cut off*the enemy’s chance to escape 
with his artillery. Tliis maneuver was successfully executed, and wo 
captiued the guns in a shorter space of time than is necessary to record 
it. Then began a fierce hand-to-hand fight, one that surpassed anything 
for the time it lasted I have ever witnessed. 

'My loss in this part of the day’s transaction was large, but iii com¬ 
parison with the gains it was small. Lieutenant Curtiss, of the Fourth 
loAva Cavalry, was instantly killed while gallantly encouraging on his 
men, and Lieut. B. Armbnist, (company A, Foiu*th Cavalry Mis¬ 
souri Yolunteers, was wounded in the bridle-arm while bravely charging 
at the head ot his company. The enemy was comi)letely routed and 
driven in the wildest confusion from the field; several of his wagons 
were abandoned in the narrow road that crosses the creek just in the 
rear of his position. Many of his force were left dead and wounded upon 
the field aiul in our hands. It is a matter of' impossibility for me to 
state the number, as I had no opportunity of passing over the scene of 
the conflict af'terward. After the action of the morning my brigade 
took no part in any fighting, until the final one of the.day, when the 
enemy drew up hi s whole force in the afternoon upon what I am informed 
is called the Little Marmiton Creek. In this action I formed my com¬ 
mand as you ordered for a charge as follows: The Tenth Missouri in 
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line of battle, the Third and Fourth Iowa and Major Simonsoifs com¬ 
mand in column of squadrons in their rear, with the intention to charge 
as soon as a striking distance could be reached. I ordered the charge 
at one time, but the enemy iell back too rapidly upon his strong lines 
and I felt that it would be more than useless to continue, so I halted 
and formed a line of battle, my ammunition by this time being reduced 
to a very few rounds per man and my horses completely tired out. Major 
Simonson’s command was not included in the line of battle, as y<Hi 
had stationed him to support the section of artillery you had stationed, 
to the left and rear of the command. 

In this last action we lost several men wounded, and amongst them 
Maj. A. E. Pierce, of the Fourth Iowa Oavahy, who was severely 
wounded in the foot while leading his men toward the rebels. He did 
not leave the held until the night had set in and the command biv¬ 
ouacked on the field, the enemy in the meantime having retired. This 
ended the fighting up to the present time in which we have had any 
participation. The next morning I moved my command to Fort Scott, 
halting to feed on the road. The next day 1 received orders from you 
to report to Major-General Courtis, and am at present still under"his 
orders. 

This report does not pretend to give any history of our o])erations 
previous to my assumption of <*ommand. 1 suppose Colonel Winslow, 
my predecessor, will make his report as soon as possible of the move¬ 
ments up to the time of his departure. 

You will find annexed Exliibifc A,-^ which gives a list of the casualties 
of the command for the whole period of time the command has been in 
pursuit of Price. Hundreds of prisoners have faUeii into our hands, 
but owing to the nature of our movements, Ehave not been able to keep 
a record of them. 

My thanks are du(‘ to the officers and men for their gallant and cheei'- 
ful performance of duty at aU times. Maj. W. il. Lusk, of the Tenth 
Missouri; Maj. A. E. Pierc'C, of the Fourth Iowa; Maj. B. S. Jones, of 
the Third Iowa; Maj. S. E. W. Simonson, of the Se^^enth Indiana, and 
Captain Knispel, of the Fourth Missouri, are entitled to especial men¬ 
tion for the brave examples they sot their men and the gallant style in 
which they led them into danger. To Private James 3 )unlavy,t Com¬ 
pany H, Third Iowa Cavalry, belongs the honor of capturing Major- 
General Marmaduke, and to Sergt. Calvary Isl, Young,t of the same 
(‘ompany [Company L, 1 and regiment, that of taking General Cabell. 
We also captured besides the guns and prisoners two stand of colors. 
Of my vstafi:*, I beg particularly to mention Capt. J. F. Young, Tenth 
Missouri CaValry, acting assistant adjutant-general, and Lieut. Augmst 
Thiel, of the Fourth Mis.souri Cavalry, acting aide-de-camp, for their 
gallantry in the field and their unceasing attention to duty at all times. 
I do not desire to make any invidious distinctions, however, for all did 
well and nobly and deserve the thanks of their country. 

In conclusion, allow me, general, to return you my sincere thanks for 
the uniform kindness you have displayed toward me during our ofilcial 
connection, and I shall always cherish it with the kindest of feelings 
and regard. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. W. BENTBBIJI, 

Lieut. €oJ. Tenth Vamlry Jlissonri VoLs,, Comdg. Fourth Brig. 

Maj. Gen. A. Pleasonton. 

*Not found. t Awarded a Medal of Honor, 
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Reiwrt of Maj. lUotjamut H, Jone.s^ Third Joiva ('aralnj, 

HEAD(iITAKTEUfci TlllliU IO^yA ('AVALlll, 

Benton Banaclis^ Mo., yortinber ISOf, 

Sth: r have the honor to subiuil the tollowin^i; iei)ort of the aelioiis 
of the Third Iowa Cavalry in the recent eaiu])aign in JMissouri against 
the rebel forces commanded by (General Price: 

In pursuance of orders 1 assumed command of 4S3 men with 15 line 
officers, all the available mounted for(*es of tin* lu'giment, and marched 
from camp near Memxohis, Tenn., at o’clo(*k on the morning of the 
iid day of September, 1S()4, and formed a ]>art of Winslow’s brigade, 
with which 1 crossed tlie ]\lisaiswsi])xh, and marclied to llrownsvilh*, 
Ark., where T arrivi^d on the hth day of Sc^ptember, and remained 
with the brigade almost without forage* for my horses, awaiting the 
arrival and htting ui> of an infantry force, commanded by JMajor- 
General Mower, until the morning of the 18th of September, during 
which time I left sick in hospital iifty men and one offi(‘(u', wlum 
we marched with said for<*e \ia Austin and Searcy, and (*rossed 
White Eiver fifteen miles below Batesville, and Black Iliver at Elgin, 
ten miles aboA'e its junction with White Eiver. Bridged and crossed 
the latter stream, mar(*hed up its left bank, (vossing into the Stat(‘ 
of ]Missouri, at or near Poplar Bluff, turning to the east, and march¬ 
ing to Cape Girardeau, Mo., ^vhere we arrived on the 5th day of October, 
1864. Embarked on transports and moved to Saint Louis, Mo., 
where I arrived and refitted my (‘ommand on the lOtli and marched 
out on the 11th up the valley of the ]Vlissouri Eiver on the direct 
road to Independence, marching rapidly and constantly until the 
22d day of October, wdien we joined the forces of the Department of 
the Missouri, commanded by Major-General Pleasonton, and which 
were fighting the enemy near Independence, Mo. Winslow’s brigad(‘ 
being ordered to the front that evening, juy regiment not having 
the advance was, however, dismounted, sent to the front, and im¬ 
mediately engaged the enemy on the Kansas City road, fighting and 
driving Clark’s (rebel) brigade, from 5 o’clock until 9.30 p. m., a distance 
of five miles, when my eoimuand was relieved. The command rested 
on the field for the night in the face of tlie enemy, having mar<*he<l 
from 12 o’clock on the night of the 21st, and without forage or Aeat<‘i‘ 
for our animals. Our brigade was in motion again at 4 a. m. of the 
23d, the Fourth Iowa Cavahy and Tenth Missouri iii the advance, and 
drove the enemy after light skirmisliing to and across the Big Blue 
(a distance of two miles) to a strong position. A brigmh* of JVlissouri 
State Militia was thrown in to dislodge them, but failed to accom])lish 
it. My command was dismounted and formed line on the right and in 
fr’ont of the enemy, who were posted across an open field behind piles 
of rails in the woods. We charged them, killing and wounding many 
of theii* men (Company A captured one sfrnid of thdr colors) and (* 0 ]n- 
pletely routed them fr‘om their strong position, but suffered a consider¬ 
able loss in wounded, fc^oon after I mounted my command and xuocecded 
with my brigade to the fi?ontoii the open prairie, and joined iu a gallant 
mounted charge against the enemy in column of regiments, Ibllowiag 
the Tenth Missouri and Fourth Iowa Cavalry, whi(*b Avas continued 
through farms and over the prairie for five or six miles, breaking his 
lines, and completely scattering his men iu eA’^ery direction, and inflict- 
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mg a severe loss upon 'Mm in killed, womided, and prisoners. Here 
again t lost in botk killed and Avouiided, and oiir brigade camped for 
tbe night on the State line between Missouri and Kansas, fed our 
hungry and jaded animals on corn and foddcT from a fine held on the 
rich and free soil of Kansas, and rested fearless of an enemy. We 
marched early, constantly, and rapidly on the U4th, in a southerly- 
direction, after a retreating enemy, down the line dividing Missouri 
and Kansas, over extensive prairies dotted with devasted farms and 
lonely chimneys, which mark the ravages of war before the rebellion, 
and in the days of which it would have been worse than fanatieihin to 
have prophesied that on the 24th day of October, 18(14, the governments 
of ^Missouri and Kansas would unite as they did on that day and drive 
out the defenders of African slavery and the destroyers of the Oovium- 
ment, as it was our delight to do, uniting with the Army of the Ilorder, 
commanded by General Curtis, with which we marched without halting 
until 3 a. m. of 2oth, at Trading Post, on the Osage Eiv'cr, where we 
found the enemy and eagerly waited for daylight. 

The enemy having been routed from theii* position on the river, was 
followed by Winslow^s brigade at a gallop in the order of Tenth Mis¬ 
souri, Fourth Iowa, Third Iowa, Fourth JMissouri, and Seventh Indiana 
Cavalry for sevei’al miles, and when he attempted to make a stand, 
formed in two lines of battle, suiDported by eight pieces of artillery, 
my command was formed in line of battle, with the brigade in column 
of regiments in their order of march, and, constituting the left center of 
our whole line, charged the enemy, breaking his right and center, kill¬ 
ing, wounding, and capturing many of his men. Among the captured 
was Major-General Marmaduke and Brigadier-General Cabell, the first 
by Private James I)unla\y, of Company H, and the latter by Sergeant 
C. M. Young, of Company L, both of the Third Iowa Cavaliy. Com¬ 
panies C, D, and E captured three pie<‘es of theenemy^s artillery. The 
whole of my command did nobly on that field, as also on others, and 
the highest commendations are due to every man and officer. The 
remainder of this day was one continual charge upon the enemy and 
his complete rout. We rested on the open prairie over night near Fort 
Scott, Kans. On the 26th day of October we rested mth our brigade 
at Fort Scott, and early on the 27th again joined in the pursuit of the 
enemy and continued through Arkansas and Indian Territory to a point 
on Arkansas Eiver forty miles above Fort S(‘Ott, without again seeing 
the enemy, and from which we returned to this place, having marched 
since September 2,1,650 miles, and participated in tMee general en¬ 
gagements, and mar(*hed through a country destitute of forage, or 
having been devastated by the enemy, and many times without hav¬ 
ing food for my men, having had only three-fifths rations from the 28th 
ultimo to 7th instant and not any bread from the 7th to 12th instant in 
consequence of the destitution of the country (Indian Territory) through 
which we marched, and great distance irom the base of supplies.* 

Hoping you will make proper allowances for the length of this report, 
I am, general, very respectfully, youi* obedient servant, 

B. S. JONES, 

MajoTj Commanding Third Iowa Cavalry Veteran Volunteers, 

N. B. Baker, 

Adjutant-General of Iowa, 

^ Nominal list of casualties (here omitted) shows 2 commissioned officers wounded 
and 6 enlisted men killed and 39 wounded. 
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Report of Major AMal B. Fierce^ Fourth Iowa Cavalry. 

Headquarters Fourth Iowa Cavalry, 
Diamond Grove Frairie, October ^7, 186^ — 7.30 p, m. 

General : Fearing that justice will not be done my regiment in the 
reports made of the battle of Osage, I take the liberty to call your 
attention to the charge made by them on the enemy’s right, at a time 
when our line on the right had halted and were receiving a destructive 
fire from the enemy. At that time a perfect rout of our line, appeared 
to be almost certain. My regiment had just formed on the extreme 
left of our line when I commenced the charge. The three companies on 
the right of my regiment charged through the line of the Tenth Mis¬ 
souri Volunteer Cavalry Eegiment, which was formed in their front. In 
that charge we crushed the enemy’s right completely. We pressed 
them so close that I cut eight rebels from their horses with my own 
saber. My regiment captured over 200 prisoners with two stand of 
colors. We advanced so far into the enemy’s ranks that Major-General 
Pleasonton ordered our own battery to shell us, thinking we were the 
retreating enemy, and my men were obliged to scatter to avoid being 
cut to pieces by our own shells. I should have called to see you, gen¬ 
eral, had not I received a severe wound in my foot, whi(*h prevents my 
riding my horse. 

A. E. PIEECE, 

Majors Commanding Fourth Iowa Veteran Gamlry. 

Major-General Curtis. 


Xo. 13. . 

Reports of MaJ. Gen. Alfred Fleasonton, XI. 8. Army^ commanding Fro^ 
visional Cavalry Division, 

Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

Warrenshurg^ Kovemher 1, 186J. 

Colonel: I desire to submit a preliminary report of the operations 
of thivs division from the time of its first contact with General Price’s 
army, after my assuming command, until its arrival at Fort Scott. As 
soon as subordinate reports are received, I will then submit a more 
detailed statement. 

On the 22d of October my advance came up with the enemy’s rear 
guard at the Little Blue. The bridge was destroyed over that stream, 
but by means of a temporary bridge, hastily constructed, and a ford about 
half a mile below, the command was soon crossed. McHeil’s brigade 
iiad the advance, and soon engaged the enemy, followed by Sanborn’s 
brigade, nnd this force soon pressed them back upon Independence, and 
beyond that town, where by a vigorous charge of Catherwood’s regi¬ 
ment (Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry) two guns were captured from the 
enemy. The pursuit was continued, and Brown’s and Winslow’s bri¬ 
gades coming up they were thrown to the front. The enemy seemed 
to be in haste, so I determined to push them aU night, and for this pur¬ 
pose Winslow’s brigade was dismounted and thrown forward in a num¬ 
ber of successful charges, which resulted in driving the enemy some six 
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miles to the Big Blue Eiver during the night; and I take thifc» occasion 
to say that Colonel Winslow not only handled his brigade in splendid 
style, but his troops showed themselves equal to any service they Avere 
called on to perform. This brigade being A^ery mucli worn down by 
this night’s fighting, Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown Avas oidered to move his 
brigade forward and attack the enemy at daylight and keep pushing 
him vigorously, as he would be well supported. Eot finding any attack 
being made I went to the front. I found Brown’s brigade on the load 
so disordered as to be in no condition for fighting, and General BroAvti 
himself had made no preparations to carry out my prder. I immedi¬ 
ately arrested him, and also Colonel McFerran, of the First Missouii 
State'Mintia, whose regiment Avas straggling all over the country, and 
he was neglecting to prevent it, and placed Colonel Philips, of the ^Sev- 
enth Missouri State Militia, in command of Brown’s brigade. The night 
preAdous, at Independence, I had ordered General McNeil to proceed 
AAuth his brigade fi'oin that point to Little Santa Fe, and to rca(*h that 
latter point by daylight. General McNeil failed to obey tliis order, but 
came up to the Big Blue, some five or six miles above the point at which 
the rest of the division was fighting, about 12 m. on the 23d, and instead 
of vigorously attacking the enemy’s wagon train, Avhieh was directly in 
front of him vrith but little escort, he contented himself Avith some skir¬ 
mishing and cannonading, and the train escaped. The rebel General 
Marmaduke stated after he was captured that had McNeil attacked at 
this time they would have lost their whole train. I tnist that this con¬ 
duct on the part of General McNeil will meet the marked disapproba¬ 
tion of the major-general commanding, as it has mine. Finding that 
General BroAvn had not attacked the enemy on the morning of the 23d 
of October at tbe Big Blue, I immediately ordered WiiisloAv’s and 
Philips’ brigades into action, Avith Sanborn supiiorting, and after 
a very obstinate battle the enemy were driven from their position to 
the prairie on the Harrisonville road beyond tbe Big Blue. It was 
then about 1 o’clock iu the day, and the enemy, in very heaAw 
force, were fighting the Kansas forces at Westport, under Gene.ral 
Curtis. My appearance on the prairie caused them to retreat from 
before Cimtis on the Fort Scott road, and in passing they formed to 
attack my position. A brigade of their cavalry charged 'the right of 
Sanborn’s brigade and shook it considerably, but I ordered up six pieces 
of artillery, and by means of double-shotted canister soon caused them 
to halt and finally beat a hasty retreat. Soon after this Generals Blunt 
and Curtis overtook me in pui*suit, and it was agreed that my forces 
should take the right of the Fort Scott road, while theirs took the left. 
This was done, and headquarters were made at Little Santa Fe that 
night. The next morning, by agreement. General Curtis’ command took 
the advance, and mine followed, until we had marched to West Point, 
where, finding the enemy were at the Trading Post, on the Osage Eiver, 
General Curtis requested me to move to front Avith my troops. I did so, 
and attacked the enemy at daybreak on the morning of the 25th of 
October, shelling his camp. He left in great haste, droi)ping trees in 
the road to bar our lArogress, and fighting a runniug contest to the 
Osage Eiver, where his main force was posted, awaiting us. The 
rapidity of the march was such that but two brigades, Winslow’s (then 
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen) and Philips’ brigades, Avith 
a small part of Sanborn’s, had reached the front, but knoAving tbe im¬ 
portance of time to the enemy I did not hesitate to attack at onc^ and 
after a brilliant charge by both brigades the enemy was routed. Eight 
22 R R—VOL XLI, PX I 
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giuivS were captured. Major-GeneralMarmadiike and Brigadier-General 
(Jabell surrendered with about 1,000 iirisoners, and the enemy began to 
burn a large number of wagons in his train. The road for the next 
fifteen miles w-as strewn Avith muskets and arms of all kinds. Late in 
the evening I a,i;ain came up with the enemy, just opposite Port Scott, 
on an extensive prairie, but my horses were too much exhausted to go 
into action, and I was compelled to go to the tort for forage. That 
night Generals Curtis and Blunt also passed at Fort Scott, and the 
next morning, the 26th of October, I received a communication from 
General Curtis, of which the inclosed is a copy. My command was too 
much exhausted to moA^e immediately after the enemy, but I ordered it 
forward, and only countermanded their instructions after recemng the 
major-generaPs dispatch li'om Warrensburg, directing the different 
brigades to retuim to their respective districts. I also inclose a dis¬ 
patch from General Curtis shoAving he had given directions for the 
prisoners taken by my command at the Osage to ])roceed to Fort Leaven¬ 
worth. This, also, I did not regard after recemng the generaPs instruc¬ 
tions. I left Fort Scott with the prisoners, captured artillery, and 
several hundred head of captured stock, sheep, and cattle, on the 28th 
of October, and lurived at Warrensburg on the 31st. 

The losses of the command in killed and wounded will not exceed 
450, while that of the enemy AA'as much greater. All their dead and 
wounded fell into our hands. 

I desire to commend to the favorable consideration of the major- 
general commanding the following brigade commanders: Brigadier- 
General Sanborn, Colonel Philips, SeA^enth Missouri State Militia; 
Colonel WinsloA\", and Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen. ('olonel Cole, chief 
of artillery of the Department ot the Missouri, and my chief of staff, ren¬ 
dered most important and efficient service, which is also submitted to 
favorable notice. The following-named officers serving on my staff 
were conspicuous for gallantry and fidelity throughout the campaign: 
Col. ]Sr, Cole, Second Missoim Artillery, chief of staff; Lieut. Col. S. 
H. Melcher, Sixth CaA^alry Missouri State Militia, acting aide-de-camp; 
Maj. Henry Suess, Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, acting 
aide-de-camp; Capt. E. L. Ferguson, Seventh Cavalry Missouri State 
Militia, proA'O^t-marshal; Caiff. Alfred Walters, Fourtli Cavalry Mis¬ 
souri State Militia, acting aide-de camp; Capt. George W. Yates, 
Thirteenth Missouri Cavalr}^ aide-de-camp; Lieut. George H. Thomp¬ 
son, First ISTew Hampshire Cavalry, aide-de-camp; Lieut. E. G. Learn¬ 
ing, Seventh CaA^alry Missouri State Militia, acting aide-de-camp; 
Lieut. Clifford Thomson, First [NTew York Cavalry, aide-de-cami) and 
acting assistant adjutant-general; Surg. F. V. Dayton, surgeon in 
chief. 

A gTeat many horses were abandoned by the enemy. Some of them 
were taken by the troops in exchange for their exhausted animals 
to continue the pursuit, but the greater number were taken by the 
people of the country and from Kansas. At least 2,000 stand of arms 
were captured by my command, but before they were secured by me 
they were taken from the field, many by persons from Kansas who 
visited the field of battle for plunder. 

I would state that ftom the demoralized state of the enemy as well as 
the exhausted condition of the horses of my command, I recoanmended 
to Major-General Eosecrans the i)ropriety of directing SanboriPs and 
McKeil’s brigades to follow up the enemy beyond tlie limits of tlie 
State of Missouri and then return to their respective districts at Bella 
and Springfield, while Philips’ and Winslow’s brigades could be with- 
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drawn from the pursuit; and upon the approval of this suf>\i>estion it 
was carried out. I would also further state that all of the conflicts that 
took place with Pricers army were in the limits of the State of Missouri. 
1 am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. PLEASOKTON, 

Major-General^ (Jommanding, 

Col. J. V. Du Bois, 

Chief of Staff, Department of the Minnonri, 


1 Imlosuic* Iso 1 1 

Fort Scott, Kans., October 20, 1864. 
Major-General Pleasonton : 

Although our Joint commaudvS are much broken and weary, after a 
few hours’ sleep and a careful rejection I feel still more the duty and 
obligation I ex])ressed to you last night of continuing the })ursuit and 
assaults upon Price and his forces until we destroy him or get him 
beyond the Arkansas Eiver and our commands stationed at Fort Gib¬ 
son and Fort Smith, which are liable to be overwhelmed by his numbers, 
are relieved and secure from his forces. I therefore desire that you will 
fui'uish the ordnance officer a memorandum or requisition for ammuni¬ 
tion and resume your position in pmvsuit of the enemy. I will procure 
provisions and transportation and have the ammunition and supplies 
overtake you. This 1 am (*oiifident can be done by half loading teams 
and requiring them to travel night and day. While I regret your flank 
movement last night, I must thank you for the energy and gallantry 
you dis]>layed in tlie several conflicts we had yesterday with the enemy, 
and I hope you will add luster by your further efforts and receive the 
grateful acknowledgments of your countiy. 

Until the arrival of General Ilosecrans 1 feel the rc^sponsibility and 
must assert the duties of the chief command of all troops in this 
vicinity. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, > our obedient 
servant, 

B. Jk OUETIS, 

Major- General. 

f In( Uisin t Is 0 ii ] 

In the Field, 

Camp at /Shanghai, October 26, 1864—6 p. m. 
[Major-General Pleawnton:] 

General: We are again on the rebel trail, about twenty-four miles 
from Fort Scott. I must wait for troops and rations to close up, and 
hope Genera] Eosecrans will arrive to-night. The rebels are consider¬ 
ably ahead, and we must travel a night or two in order to overtake him. 
I am told fuss and feeling was got up about the charge and escort for 
prisoners. This is very unreasonable. Captain Ilall is a proper man 
to have charge, and I detailed a regiment of General Sanborn’s com¬ 
mand for provost duty. It is entirely immaterial to me who escorts the 
prisoners, unless it is intended to impute to my Kansas troops some 
special unfitness tor that duty. If that were attempted I would have 
to take some pains to vindicate their honor. Kone of my troops, either 
from Kansas or elsewhere, will do any unkindness or cruelty to prison¬ 
ers. I prefer that some of General Eosecrans’ command vsliall escort 
the troops and that C.aptain Hall shall have charge. They must be 
taken to Leavenworth, where they must remain till I make further 
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arrangement either for their exchange or transportation to Alton, or 
elsewhere, as I may be instructed from headquarters. Colonel Eitchie, 
of my staff, as I am informed, was arrested by yourself or some of your 
officers. While I directed him to obey the arrest, it is proper for me to 
express some doubts of the propriety of an official act of this sort 
toward an offi(*er acting, as he was, under my orders, and I desire that 
the matter may be reported at your earliest convenience. 

I have the honor to be, general, yoiu‘ obedient servant, 

S. E. CUETIS, 

Major-OeiieraL 


Saint Loitis, Mo., yocemher .Vd, J 80 J. 

Colonel : I have the honoi to submit a report of the operations of 
the troops under my command in the late campaign against the rebel 
army under General Sterling Price; also reports of subordinate com¬ 
manders and list of casulties. 

On the 6th of October I was ordered to proceed to Jefferson City and 
assume command of all the forces in that vicinity. I arrived at that 
point on the morning of the 8th, and finding that Price’s army was 
moving west, I immediately oidered all the available cavalry force, with 
a battery of 3-iuch guns, the whole under the command of Brig. Gen. 
John B. Sanborn, to proceed as a corps of observation after the enemy, 
to harass and delay him as much as possible until other troops could 
be brought forward. Por the particulars of this service, which was 
well and ably performed by General Sanborn, 1 refer you to his report. 
On the 19th of October I proceeded to Dunksbui‘g and assumed com¬ 
mand of the Provisional Cavalry Division which had been formed in 
orders from department headquarters, consisting of the cavalry of San¬ 
born, formed mto three brigades, under Brigadier-Generals Brown, 
McNeil, and Sanborn, respectively, and of Colonel Winslow’s cavalry 
brigade, from Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith’s command, making a fourth 
brigade. To each brigade a section of artillery was attached. On the 
night of the 20th my advance, consisting of McNeil’s and Sanborn’s 
brigades, occupied Lexington after some skirmishing with the enemy’s 
reax‘ guard, and the enemy having taken the road to Independence, 
the command was occupied on the 21st in closing up and ai)proaching* 
the Little Blue. On the 22d of October my advance came uj) with 
the enemy’s rear guard at the Little Blue. The bridge was destroyed 
over that stream, but by means of a tem]>()rary one hastily constriuded 
and a ford about half a mile below the command was soon <'rossed. 
McNeil’s brigade had the advance, and soon enguged the enemy, fol¬ 
lowed by Sanborn’s brigade, and this force pressed them back through 
Independence and beyond that town, where' by a vigorous charge of 
Catherwood’s regiment (Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry), two guns and a 
number of prisoners were captui*ed. Brown and Winslow’s brigades 
then coming up they were thrown to the front, and engaged the enemy. 
Major-General Curtis, in command of the forces from Kansas, having 
been compelled to fall back from Lexington to Independence, and from 
thence to retreat to the Big Blue, and afterward to Westport, I deter¬ 
mined to push the enemy as far as possible during the night, to relieve 
Curtis. For this purposeWinslow’s brigade was dismounted and thinwn 
forward in a number of successful charges, which resulted in driving the 
enemy several miles to the Big Blue Eiver, during the night. 

I take this occasion to say that Colonel Winslow not only handled his 
brigade in splendid style, but his troops showed themselves equal to ai y 
service they were called upop. to j)6rform. To relieve this brigade a^r 
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their night fighting, Brig. Oen. E. D. Brown was ordered to move his 
brigade forward and attack the enemy at daybreak and keep pressing 
him vigorously, as he would be supported. J^ot finding any attack 
being made I went to the front and found Brownes brigade on the road 
in no proper condition for attacking, nor were any preparations being 
made to do so, as far as I could perceive. Colonel Philips, of the 
Seventh Missouri State Militia, was therefore placed in command of the 
brigade, and this brigade, with Winslow’s, were ordered immediately 
into action, with Sanborn’s brigade supporting. I had ordered McJNeiPs 
brigade to proceed from Independence to Little Santa Fc the night be¬ 
fore, and reach the latter point by daylight. General McKeil failed to 
obey this order, but came up to the Big Blue, some five or six miles 
above the point at which the rest of the division were fighting, about 
V2 m. on the 23d, and instead of vigorously attacking the enemy’s 
wagon train, which was dn*ectly in front of him with a small escort, he 
contented himself with some skirmishing and cannonading, and the 
train escaped. The battle of the Big Blue, at Byram’s Ford, was very 
obstinately contested by the enemy for several hours, but they were 
finally driven from their position to the prairie on the Harrisonville 
road beyond the Big Blue. It was then about 1 o’clock in the day, and 
the enemy were contending with the Kansas forces near Westport. 
My appeai*ance on the prairie caused them to retreat on the Fort Scott 
road, and in passing they formed to attack my position. A body of 
their cavalry charged the right of Sanborn’s brigade, and shook it (‘on- 
siderably, but a few discharges from a battery, double-shotted with 
canister, soon caused them to halt, and finally beat a hasty retreat. 
Shortly after this Generals Curtis and Blunt overtook me in the pursuit 
and headquarters were made at Little Santa F6 that night. The Jiext 
morning General Curtis’ command started in advance and marched 
to West Point, where, finding that the enemy had halted at the Trad¬ 
ing Post, on the Osage Eiver, some twelve miles in advance, I was 
requested by General Curtis to move to the front with my troops. I 
did so, and attacked the enemy at daylight on the morning of the 
25th of October, shelling his camp. He left in great haste, di'oppiiig 
trees in the road to bar my progress, and fightmg a running con¬ 
test to the Ovsage Eiver, where his main force was posted awaiting us. 
The rapidity of the march was such that but two brigades, Winslow’s 
(then commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen) and Philips’ bri¬ 
gades, had reached the front,* but knowing the importance of time 
^ the enemy I did not hesitate to attack at once, and after a brilliant 
charge the enemy was routed by these troops, and eight guns were ca])- 
tured. Major-General Marmaduke and Brigadier-Cxeneral Cabell sur¬ 
rendered, and near 1,000 men were taken prisoners, and the enemy began 
to bium a large number of wagons in his train. The road for the next 
fifteen miles was strewn with muskets and aims of all kinds, which 
were secured by General Curtis’ command in the rear; also numerous 
wagons still burning were passed. Late in the evening I again came 
up with the enemy and attacked him with artillery and cavalry, and that 
night he blew up his ammunition train. The exhausted condition of 
my men and horses, having marched near 100 miles in two days and a 
night, and fighting the last thirty miles, required that I should proceed 
to the vicinity of ^ Port Scott for forage and subsistence. All the con¬ 
flicts and battles that took place between Price’s army and my com¬ 
mand were in the limits of the State of Missouii, and they were so 
demoralizing to that army as to render its disorganization complete by 
the time it crossed the Arkansas Eiver; and had it been possible for 
General Curtis’ command to have co-oiierated with mine, after crossing 
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tlie Marais des (^ygues, tlie d<^structioii of Piice’s army at that time 
would kavebeen inevitable. On tbe 2Gtb of October, wiiih^ at Fort Scott, 
Major-General Curtis sent me a communication, assuming command of 
my division; he also directed that the prisoners which were captured 
by my command on the pieceding day should be marched through 
Kansas to Fort Leavenworth. Copies of these communications were 
forwarded to your office with my x^reliminaiy ieport.'‘ On the 27th of 
October telegraphic communication vas opened with Majjor-General 
EosecrauvS at Warrensburg, and at my suggestion, to meet the best 
interests of the service, instructions were given for McNeil’s and San¬ 
born’s brigades to follow up and drive the enemy out of the department, 
and then return to their respe(*tive stations at Eolla and Springfield, 
Benteen’s and PhUips" brigades to return to their commands; and on 
the 28th of October the prisoners, captured artillery, and several hun¬ 
dred head of captured stocky left Fort Scott under a proper guard and 
arrived at Warrensburg on the 31st. 

I desire to commend to favorable consideration the following brigade 
commanders, viz: Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, Colonel Philips, Seventh 
Missouri State Militia; Colonel Winslow and Lieutenant-Colonel Ben- 
teen. I would also mention as i‘egimental commanders whose gallantry 
and efficiency came under my especial notice. Colonel Beveridge, of 
the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, and Colonel Catherwood, of the liiir- 
teenth Missouri Veteran Volunteers. 

The following-named officers serving on my staff were cons])icuous 
for gallantry and fidelity throughout the campaign: Col. N. Cole, 
Second Mihsouri Artillery, chief of staff; Lieut. Col. S. H. Melcher, 
Sixth C^avalry IMissouri State Militia, acting aide-de-camp; Maj. Henry 
Suess, Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, acting aide-de-camp; 
Capt. E. L. Ferguson, Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, provost- 
marshal; Caih. Alfred Walters*, Fourth Cavahy Missouri State Militia, 
acting aide-decamp; Capt. George W. Yates, Thirteenth Missouri 
Cavalry, aide-de-camp; Lieut. Georgy 11. Thompson, First New Hamp¬ 
shire Cavalry, aide-de-camp; Lieut. E. G. Learning, Seventh Cavalry 
Missouri State Militia, acting aide-de-camp; Lient. Clifford Thomson, 
First New York Cavalry, aide-de-camp and acting assistant adjutant- 
general; Surg. F. V. Dayton, surgeon in cliief. 

Injustice to the troops ffom Missouri and those of Winslow’s brigade 
I desire to make the most honorable mention of their gallantry, diwotion, 
and self-wsacrihce throughout the campaign; attacking and driving on 
every oc(*asion at least four times their numbers ffiom selected positions, 
and under disadvantages more than common, they have won for them¬ 
selves the proud title of being able to tight side by side with the best 
soldiers of the Eepnblic. 

I am, colonel, respectfiillv, your obedient servant, 

A. PLEASONTON, 

Major-General. 

Colonel Du Bois, 

Chief of Department of the Missouri, 

ADDENDA. 

Saint Louis, Mo., December :10^ 1804, 

* Capt. Frank Eno, 

Asst, Adjt, Qen,^ Department of the 3Iisso%tri: 

Captain: Your communication of the 8th instant, asking what be¬ 
came of the tenth gun captured by my command in the late campaign 


" See p. 339. 
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against Grcneral Price, lias been received. J liave tlie honor to state 
that ten guns were (*aptured by me and taken co Fori Scott, Kans., on 
the night of the 25tli of October, and that one of the guns was stolen 
during the night by some of the troops of General Curtivs’ command, 
serving in Kansas. I sent to recover it, but did not succeed in doing 
so. 

1 am, very resi)e('tfully, Aour obedient servant, 

A. l^LEASONTOK, 

2l((jor-Generals 


Ko. 14. 

Report of Ferdinand Y. Dayton^ ISecond Xetv Jersey CaroJrip 

t^uryeon In ChUf^ 

Hniius. Medicmi. Depaktment, Cavalry DIvibiow^ 

iSaint Loids^ Mo,^ Nodemher —, lt-^64, 

LiEtiTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following report of 
medical department, together with a list of killed and wounded, Chiv¬ 
alry Division, Major-General Pleasonton’s command, during the late 
campaign through Missouri : 

On account of the length and raxhdity of the inarch and the extent 
of country that the engagements extended over it was with great dihi- 
culty that the wounded could be collected or the dead buried; in fact, 
at no time, to my knowledge, was a proper burying party detailed, so 
that 1 was obliged to use hosiutal atten<lants and stragglers for that 
purpose, and with the aid of citizens I hope that most, if not all, of our 
killed were interred. Six held hospitals were formed at houses as near 
as xiossible to the helds of action, and surgeons left in charge, with 
proper attendants and ambulances to collect all not attended to imme¬ 
diately after each engagement. From the field hosintals the wounded, 
with attendants, were sent to the general hospitals at Indei>endence, 
Kansas City, Mound City, and Fort Scott, the medical director of Gen¬ 
eral Curtis’ command taking charge of them. From Little Santa F4 I 
sent back from the sui)ply train three days’ provisions to the hospitals 
between that place and the Big Blue, and Surgeon Yan Duyn, U. S. 
Volunteers, in charge of hospitals at Fort Scott, with the ambulances 
of his command and provisions that he could ti‘ansport, started back 
the morning after we arrived at place over the line of oiu march to aid 
in attending the wounded, also collect those that we may not have 
been able to find. 

In closing my report I wish to exten<l my thanks to the surgeons of 
the command for the prpmpt and zealous manner in which they per¬ 
formed all the duties of their position in the most disadvantageous and 
trying situations a surgeon could be placed in. Surgeon Trader, First 
Cavalry Missouri State Militia; Surg. J. Chitwood, Seventh Indiana 
Cavalry; Surgeon Maynard, Second Arkansas Cavalry, and Surgeon 
Cundiff, Thii'teenth Missouri Cavalry, brigade surgeons, merit special 
commendation for the manner in which they controlled their sep¬ 
arate departments. I herewith inclose consolidated list of killed and 
wounded. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. V. DAYTOK, 
Surgeon m Chief. 

[Lieut. Clifeobd Thomson, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant’Qenerah] 
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in Ihv Ctfvahnf Corps^ Deparimenl of the Mmouri. 


Killed. 


Cotniaand. 


First Briji^ade; 

1st Cavalry Missonri State Mi¬ 
litia. 

4th Cavalry Missouri *State Mi¬ 
litia. 

Tth Cavalry Missouri State Mi¬ 
litia. 


Total . 


Second Brigade: 

Merrill’s Horse.^ 

jth Cavalry Missouri State Mi¬ 
litia ‘ 

13tli Missouri Cavalry.*.l 

7th. Kansas Cavalry. 

17th Illinois Cavalry. 


Wounded. 


Missing. 


37 I 

1 

21 


Total. 


Thii’d BT’gadf 

a r.i\ ..Iry Missonri State Mi¬ 
litia. 

8th Cavalry Missouri State Mi¬ 
litia. 

GtU Provisional Enrolled Mis¬ 
souri Militia 

2d Arkansas Cavnlrj’. 


Total- 


j ■. V . Cavalry. 
10th Missouri Cavalry. 

3d Iowa Cavalry. 

4th. Iowa Cavalry. 

7th Indiana Cavaliy.. 


Total.. 

Grand total. 


X| 8 


29 


32 


19 


95 


282 


100 


IS 

20 ' 
24 i 

28 I 
11 ' 


23 


Si) 

bo 


40 

.50 

24 


97 


304 , 


26 


24 

15 

4 

1 

2 


40 

22 

20 

33 

12 


93 


1C 

20 

45 

22 

6 


109 


362 


:xo. 15. 

Eeporis of Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown^ U. S. Army^ commanding Bis- 
triet of Central Misso^iri and First Brigade^ Caralry Division. 

OOTOHEK 11,1801. 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that in obedience to a tele" 
graphic order received by me at Warrensburg on tbe 23d ultimo from, 
the major-general commanding, to concentrate my command from the 
west, I broke up the depots of stores at that point and moved them by 
railroad and wagon^s to Sedalia, followed by the troops in Johnson, 
Henry, La Fayette.and Saline Counties, who on arriving went into 
camp at that place. The wagon trains moved toward Jefferson City 
on the 28th, and the day following the troops took up the line of march 
for the same place, arriving there with aU- the stores and transporta¬ 
tion on the 1st instant. On the 28th I liad ordered Col. Frank 
Hickox to call into use all the means in lus power to fortify the 
capital, and as my forces when concentrated would be less than 2,500 
fighting men he was ordered to occupy a line inside of the works begun 
under the dire(*tion of Major-Generiil Fremont in 18G1, I then intending 
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to destroy that portion of tlie town within the valley between High 
Street and the hills beyojid it, it being a cover for the enemy to 
approach our lines of defense. As fast as intrenching tools and labor 
(*ould be obtained they were put upon the works. There was some 
necessary <levStruction of property, but it consisted almost entirely of 
fences and a few old out-houses of but little value. On the 24th I'was 
authorised by His Excellency the Governor to call into active service 
as many of the Enrolled Missouri Militia as I deemed necessary, and 
on the 25tli I directed Brig. Gen. E. C. Vaughan to order out all the 
militia in the Eifth Military District, Colonel Crawford’s regiment in 
Pettis County, and Colonel Hickox’s two regiments in the Fourth Mili¬ 
tary District.' By the alacuuty with which the citizens obeyed this call I 
was enabled to add about 1,500 effectives to the force concentrating for 
the defense] of Jefferson City. The fortunate arrival of 1,500 stand of 
arms, which had been sent to Brigadier-General Douglass, gave the 
armament necessary and they are now the only infantry troops guard¬ 
ing the city. As soon as the troops arrived a force of 800 men mounted 
and two pieces of artillery, commanded by Colonel Philips, were moved 
forward across the Osage, with orders to strike the enemy^s advancing 
column hard, and at the same time all the cavalry in the command was 
sent to watch* the fords by which the enemy could aiiproach this post. 
On the 4th I sent Captain Steger, with a locomotive, down the railroad 
to obtain information of the movements of the enemy. On arriving at 
the Gasconade bridge he learned that there had been cannonading a 
few miles below at Hermann the evening previous, and that there were 
movements of the enemy toward that river from the east. After the 
work of intrenching had been begun it had been pushed forward with all 
the means in my power. Tools suitable for th e work were collected finm 
the stores, railroad company, and surrounding country. Citizens of 
all classes volunteered or were forced into the trenches. With less than 
1,000 men at first and never to exceed 3,000, including citizens, that 
could be spared from the held to carry on the work, and not tools 
enough to employ over 800 men could be found, yet in six days they 
repaired the two i)artially (‘onstructod forts, built three substantial 
new ones, which, with nearly three miles of intrenchments, palisades, 
rifle-pits, chevaux-de-frise, put the lines in a (*ou(lition so strong that 
the enemy^s topographical engineer, after a careful reconnaissance, in¬ 
formed General Price, when he had massed his troops for an assault 
upon them, that the place was invulnerable against any attack that he 
could make. On the night of the 4th Ihig. Gen. John McNeil arrived 
at the Osage with the mounted troops and eight pieces of artillery 
of his and Brigadier-General Sanborn’s brigadcws. The enemy having 
appeared in force near the mouth of the Osage bridge, the possession 
of which they had obtained by capturing the guard and block-house 
at the east end and by the desertion of the guard at the west end, all 
of which, with the depots and mill, were buimed, and reported to have 
crossed to this side, I moved the command of Colonel Philips down 
the river, with orders to di*ive the enemy across the Osage, orderiiig at 
the same time Brigadier-General McNeii to hold the upper fords. Both 
were instructed to contest the crossing of the Osage as long as possi¬ 
ble, and if compelled to do so fall back and form on the west and north 
sides of the Moreau, contesting every inch of the ground fiercely against 
the advance of the enemy. At this time Brigadier-General Fisk as¬ 
sumed the command of all the forces by right of rank, and I was or¬ 
dered to the command of the First Brigade and the supervision of the 
construction of the defenses at this post. 
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The rapid movements I have briefly enumerated saved every pound 
of portable stores of the Government, itvS animals and transportation, 
leaving this portion of the army in the best possible condition to tak(‘ 
part in a vigorous campaign against the army of the enemy. The 
troops and citizens vied with each other in their eflbrts to put the City 
in a state of defense, and all deserve the thanks of the major-general 
commanding, but the energy displayed by the Forty-ninth 
Missouri Volunteers, Col. B. P. Dyer commanding; the Forty >i. i- - 
souri Volunteers, Col. T. A. Switzler commanding; Colonel Frank 
Hickox, Forty-third Enrolled Missouri Militia, all the members of my 
staff, but especially Capt. Edward L. Berthoud, topographical engineer, 
assisted by Lieut. Thomas H. Macklind, Third Missouri State Militia, 
who volunteered his services as topographical engineer, I am under great 
obligations. I desire to express my special thanks to citizen F. H. 
Mtchey, who volunteered his services as a topographical engineer, and 
to whom was assigned the duty of superintending the defenses at the east 
end of the town, for the effective maimer that the work was performed. 
In conclusion, I desire to report that to the energy displayed by the 
citizens and soldiers, who with a few rude tools in a few days (part of 
the time in the midst of a heavy storm) so surrounded the capital with 
a line of impregnable works against the army of the enemy, is the State 
indebted for its safety and tlie Government for the protection of its 
stores, garrison, and munitions of war. 

I am, Yev^ truly, a our obedient servant, 

E. B. BEOW]^, 
BrigadIer- Genera 7, CommandIng. 

Col. John V. Du Bois. 


Headquahtebs Fiest BRiaABE, 

In the Fieldj Octoher ISOd. 

Colonel : I have the honor to report, for the information of the 
major-general commanding, that on the receipt of his order of the 22d 
instant to move this brigade to the front, 1 ])ushed rapidly forward, 
passed the commands in my advance through the town of Indepen¬ 
dence, on the Westport road, and when about a mile out I met the enemy. 
The First Missomi State Mihtia was dismounted and moved forward 
in the center, and orders were sent to the Fourth Missouri State Mili¬ 
tia to form on the left, and the Seventh Missouri IState Militia on the 
right, both dismounted. It was soon reported to me that the two lat¬ 
ter regiments had not come up. This left the First Missouri State 
Militia alone to engage the enemy, but the ground was held against 
a largely superior force for three-quarters of an hour. In the mean¬ 
time I sent repeated orders to the rear to find the missing regiments, 
and after nearly an hoards delay they were brought forward, having 
been stopped in Independence through Colonel Cole, chief of artillery, 
he having halted the artillery attached to the brigade, and with it, 
necessarily, the two regiments that were in rear and supporting it! 
While this part of my command was halted, two companies of the 
Fourth Missouri State Militia had been detached to remain in Inde^ 
pendence on temporary service. I was not informed that these two 
companies had been detailed or that the two regiments and ai'tillery 
had been halted at the rear. As soon as they were brought forward, 
and two mounted squadions of Colonel Winslow^s brigade which had 
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moved up lo support me vere sent to the flanks, 1 pushed forward, 
attacked the enemy, and dro\ e him hack about two miles on the West- 
l^ort road. After about two hours’ fighting the First and Fourth Eegi- 
ments reported their ammunition exi)ended, and the train having been 
detained in crossing tlie Little Blue lliver Colonel Winslow’s (Fourth) 
brigade relieved me and took the advance. I sent immediately to the 
rear and ordered the ammunition train up; reformed my command and 
moved forward, closing up mth Colonel Winslow. 

In this skirmish with the enemj’- my loss was Lieutenant Mullins, 
First Missouri State Militia, mortally wounded, 8 enlisted men severely 
and a number slightly wounded. The enemy’s loss is unknown. Colonel 
Bennian [f] was killed. Col. Merritt L. Young and Captain Davidson 
fell into our hands, the former dangerously wounded, and the ambu¬ 
lances of the enemy were busy carrying their disabled men to the rear. 

At 1 o’clock in the morning 1 received a report that the ammunition 
train which had come up b*om the Blue had been halted two miles in the 
rear, near the hegfdquarters of the major-general commanding, and by 
his orders 1 sent immediately to urge forward the train, and if held by 
the general’s orders the officer was instructed to see liim personally, and 
explain the necessity for allowing it to move up and supply the troops 
with ammunition. After daylight the train reached the brigade and 
the ammunition was distributed as soon as possible. At 5.30 a. m. I 
had received an order to keep well closed up on Colonel Winslow’s 
brigade and to pass him at daylight, on receipt of which I sent forward 
to learn if the command was well up, and did so again before daylight, 
and the report in both cases was that he was in my immediate front. 
As soon as the ammunition was distributed 1 moved up to pass him 
and found about one regiment on the road separated from the advance, 
which was still moving forward, l^^o preparation had been made by 
Colonel Winslow for me to pass, nor could he have well done so, as the 
road led over a broken country, hedged in by dense brush and timber, 
and he continued to move forward in search of favorable ground, and 
also, as he said, with the hope of finding forage ibr his jaded horses. 
I pushed on, woke his sleeping men, crowded them forward or to 
one side, and on arriving at the head of the column showed him the 
order directing me to take the advance, and he moved out in tlie 
brush for my command to pass. The advance regiment. Seventh 
Missouri State Militia, wuvs ordered to dismount to fight. The First 
Missouri State Militia was ordered to move in to the right and the 
Fourth Missouri State Militia on the left. The detention of the ammu¬ 
nition train, the moving forward of Colonel Winslow’s brigade, with 
the delay required to close it up and move to one side, while they 
did not hinder the forward movement of the troops, made the time 
of relieving Colonel Winslow later in the morning than that designated 
in the order of the major-general commanding. At the time when the 
disposition last referred to was being made I was relieved from the 
command of the brigade. 

I hope the commanding general will pardon the length and minute¬ 
ness of this report, as it is intended that it shall be an explanation of 
the seeming want of inomptness in obeying his orders. 

I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 

E. B. BEOWN, 
Brigadier-Generul of Volunteers. 

Lieut. Col. C. W. Marsh, 

Assistant AdJutanPGeneral^ Oamlry Division. 

j 
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WAEEENt^BTJEG, XovemhiT lS6d. 

Geneeal: Permit me nnofficiallyto place in your hands a co])y of 
the report of the movements of the Pirst Brigade from the time the 
army wukS engaged at Indei)endence until I -wms relieved and placed 
under arrest. The report will be officiially forwarded thi’ough the 
proi)er channels in due time. I have re([uested of Major-Cieneral 
Pleasonton permission to forward to him as an (explanation, but he 
declined granting it. 

In addition to the facts stated in the report, in order to show how 
the brigade had been depleted, I will say that the efficient field officers 
of my staff, many of the best comijany officers, and four companies, had 
been detailed on detached service; iOO men had been sent to Pulton, 
Callaway County, and 100, under your order, to Wellington, and the 
detachments of tlie Third and Xinth Missouri State Militia, and one 
battalion of the Seventeenth Illinois (part of Brigadier-General Pisk^s 
command) Volunteer Cavalry, had never joined the brigade, though 
constituting a part of it under the order brigading the division; that 
the brigade, haraig been in Saline County, near Marshall, when the 
movement was begun, had a longer distance to march than either of 
the others in the division; that the men had been in the saddle con¬ 
stantly for four days and nights, and at the time I was placed under 
arrest had been on the road thirty hours without forage or food (except 
a day’s rations of hard bread), and, as shown in my report, ])art of the 
time fighting on foot. I desire to state further that in the sldrmisliing 
at Independence the evidence of my officers is that it fought harder 
and more persistently than any other had done up to that time, or sub^ 
sequently up to the time of the final rout of Price’s army, excei>t at the 
battle of Big Blue. Under the circunivstances I cannot believe that 
GeneralPleasonton would intentionally do me such great injustice unless 
he has been incited by false reiiorts. Your uniform kindness and con¬ 
fidence induces me to come plainly to you and ijlace in your handvS such 
a relation of the facts as will show that I have done nothing to forfeit 
either. 

I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 

E. B. BBOWN, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 

Maj, Gen. W. R. P()SE(^iians, 

Haint Loll is. 


Waebensbubg-, Koremler 5, 1864. 

Lietttenant: I respectfully call tln^ attention of the major-general 
commanding to the following extract from an order dated October 23, 
18G4, 4 a. m., and received by me the same day at 5.30 a. m., while on 
the Indepen(ience and Port Scott road, signed by IST. Cole,, chief of artil- 
leiy. After directing the movements of the Pirst Brigade the order 
continnes: 

As yonr brigade has yet done no hghting, the general expects yon to push them 
(the enemy) vigorously to-day the otliei* brigades have done so well. 

An examination wiU show the major-general commanding that this 
statement is not sustained by the facts, and that whoever made it to 
him was ignorant of the action of the brigade or willffilly made a false 
report. He will also learn that from the time the pursuit of the enemy 
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began at Jefferson City, on the 7tli ultimo, until the division arrived at 
Fort Scott, no liarder lighting was done at any place except at Big 
Blue; that the* brigade had done more lighting, had more casualties 
(fortunately but few), and Idlled and wounded more rebels than any 
other brigade, and as much as the whole division at Independence; 
that it drove a superior force from three successive strong positions, 
and were not relieved by Colonel Winslow’s (Fourth) brigade until two 
of the three regiments (‘omposing what was left of the brigade were 
reported entirely out of ammunition (and no possibility of replenish¬ 
ing the cartridge-boxes as the train was detained at the Little Blue) 
and the enemy in full retreat. The (*ommanding general will pardon 
me, I hope, if I speak earnestly in defense of the soldiers who have 
served faithfully under my command for a long time, some of them 
nearly three years, and for asking lliat the value of their ser\ices at 
Independence shall receive pro])er consideration, and that the merit 
justly belongingto them shall be awarded as a m(^ed <bie to brave men, 
who have served their Government faithfully, and that the tongue of 
slander shall not rob them of the laurels so nobly earned. The com¬ 
manding general will please understand that I ask for nothing ex(*e])t 
justice for the soldiers who have served their country so faithftilly 
\inder me, and Avhose long-tried courage has added so much to the 
glory of our arms and to his recent successes. 

I am, very truly, your obedient, servant, 

E. B. BEOWNT, 
Brigadler-Qeneml of Voliuiteera, 

Lieut. (huFPORB Thomson, 

Acting Assiatant Adjiotant-dencmly Warrensburgy Mo. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

I)b the Meldy October 1861—1 a. ni. 

Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown, 

Commanding Firnt Brigade, Carolrg Division: 

The major-general commanding directs that you close your (*o]nma.nd 
at once on Colonel Winslow, and keej) closed up, and at daybreak 
reheve his brigade and push yours to the front. You will push your 
command rapidly and give the enemy no chance to halt for rest or for¬ 
age for men or horses. General MdNeil’s brigade is expected to strike 
them at daybreak at Little Santa Fe, and as your (*ommand has as yet 
done no fighting, the general expects you to push them vigorously to¬ 
day. I have ordered four pieces of artillery to the rear of your brigade 
under Captain Thurber tp report to you. General Sanborn will sup¬ 
port you with his brigade. Tbe majioi'-general commanding desires me 
to say he will accept of no excuse for the non-fulfillment of this duty 
to-day, but hold you responsible, as every other brigade has done so 
well. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

K COLE, 

Colonel and Chief of Artillery. 

P. S.-^Subsistence train is at Little Blue, and will be up to-day. 

N. COLE, 
Colonel, Ac. 
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Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

Warrmsiurg^ J/o., November' <?, 1864, 
EespeetfoUy returned to Brigadier-General BroTvn. He being in 
arrest cannot address these headquarters without permission. 

By command of Major-General Pleasonton: 

0. THOMSON, 

First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


[Second indorsement ] 

Warrensburo, November 1864, 
EespectfuUy referred to Col. John Y. Du Bois, chief of staff, Depart¬ 
ment of Missouri. 

I suppose I have the right if in arrest to address my commanding or 
superior officer in writing. I find such right in the military authorities, 
but my arrest has expired by limitation, no charges having been pre- 
feiTed against me, and having been in arrest since October 23 at 7 a. m. 

E. B. BEOWN, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers^ Conmanding, 


No. 16. 

Reports of Col, John F, Philips^ tderenth Missouri State 2liUtia Gat^- 
alry,, commanding First Brigade^ Garalry Division, 

Headquarters Eirst Brigade, Cavalry Division, 

Warrensbnrgj Jfo., 'November 7, 1861, 
Lieutenant : I have the honor to report that in obedience to Gen- ^ 
eral Orders, No. 5, from headquarters Cavalry Division, dated 0(*tober ‘ 
23, 1864,1 assumed command of the Eirst Brigade on the morning of 
that day near the Big Blue, Jackson County, Mo. We were then in 
front of the enemy, who was strongly posted in force on west bank of 
Big Blue. I was ordered by the major-general commanding to ]^resvs 
vigorously forward, take the advance, relieving Colonel Wiiivslow’s bri¬ 
gade, then skirmishing with the enemy. The Seventh Ca^^alry Mis¬ 
souri State Militia, Lieut. Col. T. T. Crittenden commanding, was im¬ 
mediately thrown into action, dismounted on the loft ot the road, while 
the Eourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Maj. G. W. Kelly command¬ 
ing, closely followed by the Eirst Cavalry Missouri State Militia, 
Lieut. Col. B. E. Lazear commanding, were carried rapidly toward the 
ford with orders to cross and charge the enemy. This order was exe¬ 
cuted with great difficulty and attended with some delay, in <*ouse- 
quence of the egress from the creek having been obstructed by Gen¬ 
eral Blunt’s command, by felling heavy timber, forming a kind of abatis. 
The enemy had so planted a heavy gun as to sweep this ford, and 
shelled us furiously, killing a number of horses and men in the stream. 
Nothing daunted the cavafry resolutely forced its way through. Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Crittenden had, in the meantime, effected a crossing, 
bore to the right, engaging the enemy fiercely. Kelly’s cavalry gained 
the western bank and formed in Crittenden’s rear, when the latter 
swung quickly to the left of the road, i>ressing hard upon the enemy 
in his front, Major Kelly making a similar move on the right. The 
enemy was driven back about 200 yai*ds, where he occupied a range of 
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liills, extending through an open field on our left and along a craggy 
bluff, covered with den^se woods, on our right. The enemy^s position 
was strengthened by a string of fencing and two or three log houses, 
behind which he took shelter. The Fourth Cavalry then dismounted 
and advanced on the right of the Seventh, and I was ordered to charge 
with the First Cavalry. 

Tlie situation of tbe ground was such as to confine the movements fo 
the cavalry to the road, which rendered the immediate execution of this 
order, in any other formation than that of column of fours, an impossi¬ 
bility. The effort, in column, was twice made but failed, because the 
storm of bullets and shell sweeping tfom that hiU down the road in¬ 
sured utter destruction to every horse and its rider that ascended its 
crest. The dislodgment of the enemy from this formidable position 
necessitated the hurling against him the entire brigade dismounted, 
which was at once resolved on and done. Here the fighting was terrific. 
The enemy soon began to fall back, contesting every inch of ground, 
across rhe open field, about 150 yards, to the woods, where their main 
for(*e was in position. My command, then o(*ciipying the position from 
which the enemy had just been driven, began to advance across this 
field, where ensued one of the fiercest and most sanguinary conflicts of 
the engagement. The enemy occupied not only the ground but the 
very tree tops, their sharpshooters having climbed into these, singling 
out and shooting our officers and men with fearful success, no less than 
one field officer and seven line officers falling on this ground. The per¬ 
sistent bravery of officers and men was here most admirable. Notwith¬ 
standing the ammunition of my command began to fail the position 
gained was held and the advance prosecuted. Ite-enforcements were 
sent from Colonel Winslow’s brigade, when the charge was pressed 
with increased vigor. The timber was gained and the enemy driven in 
confusion, leaving his dead and wounded and a large number of prison¬ 
ers in our hands, the large number of these showing the stubbornness 
with which the enemy i*esisted and the desperation with which our men 
fought. My animunition train was ordered up, and as soon as the 
boxes were replenished I moved rapidly forward. 

One mile brought us in view ot the enemy formed on the iDrairie. 
After some maneuvering we advanced on a line at right angles with 
the old military road, leading from Westport to Fort Scott. It was 
discovered that that portion of the enemy’s force which had been 
engaged with General Curtis at Westport, in the forenoon, were falling 
back, making a connection with the force in our front; Sanborn’s bri¬ 
gade coming upon our left a charge was ordered by the major-general 
commanding, and our entire force was hurled upon the enemy in open 
prairie, routing and scattering him in indescribable disorder, killing and 
wounding many and taking many prisomu's. The brigade encamped 
for the night near Little Santa Pe. At daylight on the morning of the 
24th we decamped and marched almost incessantly until 3 a. m. on the 
25th, when we bivouacked on the open prairie, in a drenching rain, until 
5.30 a. m., near Trading Post. Sanborn’s and Benteen’s brigades were 
in advance of mine, the former already skiimishing with the enemy, 
driving him through Trading Post to the Marais des Oygnes, where he 
resisted stubbornly. At this point I was ordered to take the. advance 
and charge the enemy then formed in open prairie. Passing the two bri¬ 
gades in advance of me 1 soon came in view of the enemy. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Lazear, holding the advance of the brigade, was ordered forward 
with instructionvS to attack fiei’cely. The remainder of my command 
was advanced in squadi'on columns, supporting Lazear. The eneffiy 
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witLclrew on our approacli. We pursued them at the gallop for three 
miles, pressing him so closely as to compel him to form. He took ])osi- 
tion on the open i)rairie with Mine Creek, a tributary of the Osage, in 
his immediate rear. Lazear’s command was well up and in position. 
The remainder of the brigade, advancing in parallel columns, was easily 
and quickly fi?onted into line. The enemy was formed at 600 yards 
distance in treble lines and in overwhelming force. My ground was 
high and commanding. Here the whole rebel army and train were in 
full view. General Price on his famed white horse was plainly visible 
directing and urging the rapid flight of his train. The scene was grand; 
the work before us of fearfhl import. An aide was sent to inform the 
major-general commanding that Pricers army was in my immediate 
fi'ont and that I confronted him with my little command in line of bat¬ 
tle. The enemy’s vastly supeiior numbers enabled him to outflank me, 
which he evidently intended to do, by his movements. To meet this i 
was compelled to extend my line to the right by opening files and swing¬ 
ing off one squadron some sixty yards. T had no reserve force; the 
enemy had eight gims in position, which he now began to use. As yet 
no aitillery had come to my assistance, it having been delayed at the 
Marais des Cygnes by obstructions placed there by the enemy. 

It was mamfest that the enemy was preiiaring to charge by advanc¬ 
ing in double column from his right and left center. At this juncture 
Benteen’s brigade came ui) on my left, and as soon as Ids advance 
regiment got into x^osition 1 began the attack. Everything de])ended 
on striking the enemy before his dispositions for a charge were com¬ 
pleted. Benteen’s brigade came down on the enemy’s right hand¬ 
somely and fiercely. Two pieces of our artilhuy (‘ame up and ox>ened 
fire. My brigade was i)recix)itated on the enemy’s center and left with 
tremendous energy, when the fighting became general and terrific. 
The impetuosity of the onset suiprised and confounded the enemy. 
He trembled and wavered and the wild shouts of our soldiers rising 
above the din of battle told that he gave way. With pistol we dashed 
into his disorganized ranks and the scene of death Avas as terriblti as 
the victory was speedy and glorious. Major-General Marmaduke, 
Brigadier-General Cabell, some colonels, several line officers, four guns, 
one stand of colors, and a large number of x^risoners were cax)tured by 
this brigade. The ground in our front was strewn with the enemy’s 
dead, d 3 diig, and Avonudcd. Every gun the enemy i)ointed at us fell 
into our hands. Our advantage was followed ux) as energetically as 
possible, making’ the rout complete. This successful- cliarge imoduced 
great consternation and demoralization among the enemy, as evidenced 
by his rapid flight, the destruction of much of his train, the disgorging 
and scattering of his ill-gotten xflunder. A number of imisoners taken 
in this fight were dressed in our uniform, aud in obedience to existing 
orders from department headquarters, and the usages of war, they 
Tvere executed instanter, while those taken in Confederate uniform 
were recognized and treated as prisonex^s of war. The nnmber of pris¬ 
oners exceeded 400. As soon as my brigade could be reorganized 1 
moved forward, forming on the right of Benteen’s, aud advanced toward 
the next skirt of timber, where the enemy Avas reported to have 
reformed for a renewal of the fight. After a feeble resistance he with¬ 
drew. The pursuit was kept up until night. Here we diverged and 
marched about four miles to Fort Scott and camped for the night. 
Men and horses Avere worn out and exhausted; a short resxutewasa 
necessity. However, on the morning of the 27th, in obedience to an 
order of the major-general commanding, I followed on the enemy’s trail 
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in the direction of Lamar, with instructions to report to Major-General 
Cui*tis. One regiment, TTrst Cavalry ]\Iissouri State Militia, of my bri¬ 
gade, having been detached at Fort Scott to guard prisoners and artil¬ 
lery to Warrensbui'g, I sent forward couriers, with a dis])atch to Gen¬ 
eral Curtis informing him of iny approach, and that I would close up as 
speedily as the jaded condition of my stock would allow. 

On tiie afternoon of the 28th I received an order from Major-General 
Pleasonton to return by Fort Scott to Warreusburg. Accordingly I 
countermarched, reaching Warrensburg on the evening of the 2d of 
JNovember, my command having marched since it entered upon this 
campaign 1,000 miles. 

I submit herewith the report of Brigade Surgeon Trader, showing the 
list of casualties of the two days’ engagements.^ 

I cannot clovse this report without expressing my recognition ot th(i 
\ery valuable services of my regimental commanders in securing the 
siK'cesses of the brigade. They were brave, prompt, and full of energy 
and moved their commands with skill, and fought with them at the very 
front. At the battle of the Big Blue Lieutenant-Colonel Crittenden 
was struck with a spent ball and temporarily disabled, notwithstanding 
he cheered and pressed his men forward and held them in line under a 
galling tire after their ammunition was exhausted. At the battle of 
tlic Osage he dashed into the midst of a party of twelve rebels, killed 1 
and took the other 8 prisoners. Lieutenant-Colonel Lazear was the di 
1 ecting spirit of his regiment and was ever under heavy tire. His horse 
vas seveiely vouiided under him and himself shot through the boot, 
but never faltered. J\Eajor Kelly’s horse was shot under him, ami 
tliough for a time he almost inhaled lead his lion heart never thiled him. 
Majors Mullins and Neill, of the First, e^or fought with distinguished 
lieroism and made for themselves a name not soon to be forgotten, 
(^aptaiii IMissemer, of the Fourth (Rivalry Missouri State Militia, who 
(‘ommauded his r<‘giment al the battle of the Osage, is commended for 
his bravery and judginoiit. Captain Blair, of the Fourth, who fell 
moi tally wounded at the Big Blue, was as noble a soul and as true a 
soldier as evei* lived. Yaiisickler, Hamilton, Dale, Bryson, Barkley, 
dij'istian, Combs, andMullhis sealed with their blood their devotion to 
our banner and attest the unyielding courage exhibited by my com¬ 
mand. I respectfully recommend Sergeant Sai)p, C'ompany 0, Fourth 
(Rivalry Missouii State Militia, Sergeant Truman, Company C, Seventh 
Cavalry IMissouri State Militia, for promotion for gallant and meritori- 
<»us conduct in action. To Ca])t. J. B. Little, a<*tiug assistant adju¬ 
tant-general, I am under many obligations. was ever ready, proini)t 
and alive to bis duty. To Lieutenants Argo, Doyh‘, and Bowman, aides- 
de-carax), I tender my acknowledgments for their courtesy, promxiL 
ness, and admirable courage. Quartermaster Kenm^y and Commissary 
Bryan were faithful to their duty; and in behalf of the brigade I 
thank them tor their ])rovideut care and activity. Especial praise is 
due Siugeons Trader and Shoot, Assistant Surgeons Edwards, (Chas¬ 
tain, and Hart for their activity on the field and tlieir kind and untiling 
effort in behalf of the wounded. 

Since the 23d day of September the soldiers of this brigade have 
been in the saddle almost day and night, without a change of clothing 
and much of the time on half rations, yet they were never heard to 
murmur. The stubborn courage, dash, and discipline exhibited by 

'‘Not found, Imt heo tahh, p,814, 
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them are worthy of the highest commendation^ and have written the 
names of the Missouri State Militia on the page of history side by 
side with the best feoldiers in the Union army. 

Acknowledging the high military abilities and persevering en^igy of 
Major General Pleasonton in securing to the country the S|)lendid and 
gratifying results of this arduous campaign, 

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J]S"0. F. PHILIPS, 
ColoneU Commanding Brigade, 

Lieut. Clifford Thomson, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 1)1 vision. 


Saint Louis, Mo*, Xovemher 30^ 1864, 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
movements and actions of the First Brigade while operating under 
Brigadier-General Sanborn, comuianding in the late campaign after the 
rebel forces under Price. This report has been thus far deferred on 
account of my serious affliction of sore eyes and prostrate health: 

' On the 8th day of October I had been engaged all the afternoon 
skirmishing and lighting with the enemy from Jefferson Oily west to 
the Moreau. At night 4 had selected position and gone into camp 
when I received the order assigning me to the command of the First 
Brigade of your cavalry division. The brigade was composed of the 
First Iowa Gavahy, Major McDermott commanding; First Missouri 
State Militia, Col. James McFerran commanding; Fourth Missouri 
State Militia, Maj. 6. W. Kelly commanding; Seventh Missouri State 
Militia, Livuk Col. T. Tl Crittenden commanding. On the morning of 
the 9th I moved at 5 a. m. and x)ressed rapidly forward to the junction 
of the two roads leading from Jefferson City to Eussellville, where I 
found that the general commanding had passed with the remainder of 
the division, and had stnu'k the enemy’s rear and was prcwssing him 
with gTeat vigor through Eussellville. 1 closed up immediately and so 
marched until we arrived at this town. Here it was determined, in 
view of the enemy’s supposed purpose to carry his main column to Ver¬ 
sailles, to move on his right dank and gain California at an early hour. 
I was ordered to bring up my brigade and take the advance on account 
of my knowledge of the route. I had not gone far before I discovered 
that the enemy had sent no inconsiderable force directly in my advance 
toward California, and on reaching an eminence within one mile of the 
town we discovered the enemy had formed a junction there of his entire 
army and had left Marmaduke’s command to dispute our entrance into 
towm. He was already in position just south and southeast of town, 
and on the appearance of the head of my column he opened on us with 
two guns, compelling us to halt, as our apx^roach was through a narrow 
lane and the enemy had perfect range. The advance regiment. Fourth 
Missouri State Militia, was immediately dismounted and deployed, and 
the remaining regiments of the Missouri State Militia were promptly 
up and the Seventh thrown forward dismounted, with instructions to 
extend the line well to the left and move boldly on the enemy’s right, 
while the First Missouri State Militia was dismounted and advanced 
to the center of our line, forming the connection between the Fourth 
and Seventh. The First Iowa Cavalry was quickly up and was held 
in reserve. 

In the meantime a section of artilleiy, under command of Lieutenant 
Waohsman, had come up and was by the general commanding (who 
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was ever present to see and direct) assigned a i)ositioji and began to 
reply vigorously to tbe enemy’s guns, now shelling us with fearful pre¬ 
cision. Our whole line advanced. The Seventh IMissouii State Militia 
had moved at the double-quick, driving in the enemy’s skirmishers, and 
came so suddenly upon his right as to cause it to give way as if alarmed. 
The enemy’s position was much exposed to our artillery, and his center, 
to which this artillery practice was directed, soon fell in sympathy 
with his right, and the whole began to retire hurriedly to the north 
side of the railroad track, leaving their guns only partially protected, 
which fact was quickly discovered by the officer in charge, who ^Him- 
bered up ” and left in hot haste. The Seventh Missouri State Militia 
had now reached the town, and soon swept it of the last straggling 
rebel. 

My casualties in this engagement were, 1 officer (Lieutenant Cham¬ 
bers), 1 sergeant, and 1 private Foui-th Cavalry Missouri State Militia, 
woimded with a shell. The loss of the enemy was much greater. Citi¬ 
zens of California informed me that they carried off large numbers of 
wounded. 

I cannot in this connection fail to make special mention of the cool 
bravery and gallant conduct'of Eobert Weeden, commissary sergeant. 
Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia. When his regiment dis¬ 
mounted to tight he had tied his horse, and supposing the men left in 
charge of the horses would bring his forward, as they brought up the 
others, he went on into town with the command. At dai*k he discovered 
that his horse had been left behind. Accompanied by Colonel Critten¬ 
den's orderly (Joshua Lorring, a faithful Mend and true soldier) he 
started in quest of his horse. While hunting him these boys were 
approached from the brush by a party of straggling rebels, some twelve 
in number, who inquired of Weeden, Is our boys in town"?” Yes.” 

Who are you; what commandswas Weeden’s inquisitive answer. 
^^1 belong to Colonel Siemens’ brigade,” was the answer. As quick as 
thought, Weeden shot him. The orderly’s pistol failed to fire. Weedcm 
followed up his work and succeeded in killing some three or foui* of the 
party and mortally wounding one. He got his horse, returned to camp, 
and in his coolness and modesty, scarcely considered his adventure 
worthy of mention. 

We encamped with the divivsion for the night at California. At day¬ 
light on the morning of the 10th we marched west, on the line of the 
Pacific Eailroad, via Clark’s Station and Tipton, when we turned north 
and moved direct for Boonville. After arriving within ten miles of 
Boonville night was on us, and we bivouacked for the night near the 
‘^coal mines.” On the morning of the 11th our line of march was 
resumed. When a short distance out, in obedience to orders from the 
general commanding, 1 sent one regiment, the First Missouri State 
Militia, under command of Colonel McFerran, toward the Bell Air and 
Boonville road, on our left, with instinctions to pass over, if possible, 
to the Boon\ulle and Georgetown road, and ascertain whether or not 
• the enemy was passing oii these roads, and to gather all the informa¬ 
tion possible of his movements and designs. About 4 p. m. I was 
ordered to move with my entire brigade over to Georgetown and Boon¬ 
ville road, and if the enemy was found moving his train westward, to 
attack it fiercely, and if unable to capture it to punish him severely, 
or if the enemy was found not to have moved west to attack his pick- 
.ets, drive them in, and feci the enemy well, to ascertain his position 
and strength. It was dark when I tapped the road. I soon learned 
the enemy was not passing west. Eight miles ixom Boonville I found 
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his outer luekets, drove them iii, capturing their good hot supper, just 
prepared at a hospitable farm house. We steadily drov(‘ tlie pic'kets, 
eouvstaiitly increasing in strengtli, for two miles, wliere I found the 
enemy had several regiments in camp and seemed disposed to resist 
stubbornly iny farther advance. Disposing the <*ommand so as to 
se(‘ure it against any movement the enemy might attempt on me under 
cover of the darkness, E pressed forward two battalions of tlie Fourth 
AJissoiiri State Militia to annoy and punish the enemy. The night was 
so dark and the enemy’s position so well tak(m, it was found diHicult 
and hazardous to ai)proach him, without incurring more danger to my 
own men than I could reasonably hope to justify in any success to bo 
had in a general onset. I therefore contented myself with keeping up 
a brisk and alarming tii*e on the enemy’s camp ii'om 11 p. m. to 2 a. m. 
with the two battahons, while the remainder of the command sl(‘pt 
([uietly beyojid range. The enemy, how(‘V(‘r, w'as kept up in force and 
in line much of the night. L<^aving these ])attalions to demonstrate on 
the enemy, 1 (piietly withdrew' the brigad(‘ and rejoined the division at 
4 a.m. on the Tipton road.. Colonel McFerran had, prior to my arrival 
with the remainder of the brigade, come upon several bauds, a hundred 
strong in some cases, chasing and tiring on and w'ounding cpiite a num¬ 
ber and captming some horses and arms. My entire casualties tlirough 
tlu^ night w'ere, 1 man, William Wiley, x)rivate, C’ompany Cx, Seventh 
Cavalry Missouri State Militia, killed, and 2 men Fourth Cavalry Mis¬ 
souri State Militia captured. I have sin(*e learned that w'e wounded 
(jfuite a number of the enemy, some of w'hoin died. 

I cannot in this coiincction refi*ain from expressing my admiration of 
and wonder at the temerity ol‘ that generalship wdiich euabh^d onr divis¬ 
ion commander, with a force of Jess than"o,000 cavalry, to hang for two 
nights and one day on the enemy’s rear, front, and hank, threatening, 
attacking, and seemingly investing an army of 15,000 or 20,000 men. 
The military strategy thus displayed was avS sx)lendid as the boldness 
of design was magnilicent in execution. 

On the 12th we were <*()m])elled to fall back to < Jalifornia for rations. 
Eeturning on the 13th to the theater of oi)erations it was found the 
enemy had left Boonville and moved w'est. We followed briskly, 
X)assing through Palestine and Bell Air, and eiieainped for the night 
at iN'ebo Church. On the 14th w'e marclied at 4 a. m., via Pleasant 
Oreen, Cole NTeck, and (leorgetowui, and encamped for the night on the 
Basin Fork of Blackwater, having inarched forty-three miles that day. 
On the 15th I sent heavy scouting parties noi*th through Brownsville 
and moved the brigad^f fourteen milcvS to vicinity of Cook’s Store, La 
Fayette Comity. If ere w'c remained until the 17th. Eu this time 1 sent 
heavy recioimoitering parties toward Waverly and Oraud Pass, driving 
in and skirmishing Avith the enemy’s hanking jiarties and gathering 
much valuable information. On the 17th I droiiped down the road 
toward Georgetown about tw'elve miles, and wxuit into camp on the 
Bee Branch, a tributary of the J>lackwater, throwing out iriarties of 
observation to the north, it being understood the enemy wxre in tha*t 
dire(*tion in camp, and sending Lieutenant-Colonel Crittendeu to 
Georgetown after a (‘oinmissary train made up for the use of the divis- 
iou. It W'as here I learned that Cajit. O. B, Queen, Comxiany M, Sev¬ 
enth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, sent to Sedalia on the night of 
the 15th after ammunition, was found at that town with his squadron 
by the rebel forces under Jeff. Thompson when they captured the place 
on the 15th. Captain Queen, supposing it w'as [the duty] of the militia 
forces to defend it, very pi'opeiiy placed his command behind the im- 
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provided d<d‘eiises and was lighting gallantly, wiien he discovered that 
tlie garrison liad precipitately [iiedj and left him unsupported. Re was 
instantly surrounded and liimself and 27 of Ids coinifany w^ere taken 
prisoners and irregularly paroled by the mock general Jett*. Thomp¬ 
son. On the 19th I moved my brigade, in obediem^e to the order of 
the general commanding, about seven miles to Brownsville, with in¬ 
structions to observe the movements of the enemy and collect impor¬ 
tant information. At Brownsville Brig. Gen. B. B. Browm came up, 
and in pursuance of orders of Major-General Pleasontoii assumed com¬ 
mand of the brigade, whereupon 1 returned to the command of my 
regiment. 

Thanking the staff officers of General Sanborn for the uniform courtesy 
shown me, and acknowledging my grateful appreciation of the marked 
kindness of the general himself, 

I am, cax>tain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN- F. PHILIPS, 

Coh Seventh (Uiralry Mhsoun St((tr (^otudg. Brigade, 

Oapt. William T. KiTTiiEocfE, 

A}(t d djuf((uf-(icaeraL 

A D /> K V J) A . 

Tfuierari/ of the of (Jenival Missouri (commanded hy Briy, (hn. 

Eyhort B. BrofrnJ 

♦ 

October (L —The enemy, variously estimate<l at from 12,000 to 20,000 
strong, under command of Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, (mter(*d the eastern 
l)ortion of the district al)oiit tVenty-iive miles south and east of Jeffer¬ 
son City, the headqutirters of the district having been temporarily 
transferred to that j)oint in oi'dci* to o])erate, inort^ effectually against 
the enemy (who was kuo\vii to have cntered t he southeast portion of the" 
State some days previous), ami on the evening of tlie Otli instant the 
Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry engaged the (-neniy’s advance 
at the crossing of the Osage Piver a< Prince’s Shoals. In this engage¬ 
ment Second Lieut. George W. Houts, Sevtmtli Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry, was s(*verely wouuded in the fa(*e. 

October 7, —Tlieepemy advaiiccMl on Jefferson City, driving our forces 
before them, and approacliing within full view of the line of the ritie- 
])its and earth works that had bium hastily throw u up for its defense. 
After a skirmish of an hour and three (|iiai‘ters, evidently for the pur¬ 
pose of avScertaiuing our strength and position, and during whi(di we 
su(*ceeded in dismounting one of the enemy’s guns, tiit‘ enemy moved 
wTst and abandoned the atta<'k. 

October 8. —^IVIajor-Geueral Pleasonton ainlved at J(dferson City, and 
on assuming command at omu‘ started the entire mount(ul force (about 
0,500 men) in pursuit; of the enemy, w ho w’as now' moving leisurely 
tow'ard Boon\dlle, o<*cu]>ying that i)la(*e from the 9th to the 11th instant. 
The enemy moved tow^ard Lexingtoji; thence toward lnde])endeiice, at 
whi(*h place they Avere overtaken by Major-General Pleasonton ou the 
22d and driven from the town. On the followdiig day they were hotly 
engaged and routed on the J>ig Blue (seven miles south and east of Kan¬ 
sas City), and at once moved south along thebord(‘]*of the district until 
overtaken on the 25th instant at Mine Creek, neai* h’ort Beott, where 
they again made a stand, and alter a spirited engagement w'ere routed 
with a loss of OA^er 100 in killed and Avoundcd, 10 i)icces of artillery, and 
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about 1,500 prifioners- Among* tlie latter were IMajor*General Mai^ma- 
duke and Brigadier General Cabell, and a number of colonels and other 
officers of a lesser rank. 

The following comprises the officers of this command killed and 
wounded: Lieuts. John!). Mullins, Allen W. Christian, JamesL.Combs, 
Columbus Dale, Walter B. Hamilton, James H. Bryson, and Frank 
Barkley, and Capts. ^Mlliam D. Blair and Abram B. Yansickler. 


No. 17. 

Report of Col, James ^FeRerraa^ First Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 

WAREENSBuna, Mo., Novemher 7, iSG4, 
General: I have the honor to report that pursuant to your orders 
I mar(*hed with my command of five companies, on the 25th day of Sep¬ 
tember last, from (*amx) on the Sni, eight miles southwest of Lexington, 
leaving Company M at that place, and arrived at Sedalia on the 26th, 
where 1 was joiiied by Major Mullins’ battalion and Company K, and 
remained until the 29th and marched for Jefterson City, arriving there 
on the 1 st day of October, when I was joined by Company B and re¬ 
mained until "the 2 d, and then mar(‘hed to Mike Clark’s Ford, on the 
Osage, with 200 men to guard that and other fords against the advance 
of Place’s army. No enemy appearing I was ordered back to Jeffer¬ 
son City on the 5th, and at 5 a. m. on the 7th took position vith my 
regiment in the rifle-pits on the extreme left of the defenses of the city 
and remained there during the fight and until Price’s army had ])assed. 
On the 8 th I joined other troops in the rear of Price’s army, and on tlie 
evening of the 9th was present at the fight with his rear guard at 
California. On the 10 th inarched by way of Tixiton and (tamped ten 
miles south of Boouville. On the 11 th, by order of General Sanborn, 
I was sent with my regiment to reconnoiter the Boon%dlle and George¬ 
town road to ascertain whether the enemy had moved west from 
Boonville or not. Found the road strongly picketed by the enemy 
and drove the pickets in 5 shortly afterward two squadrons, under the 
command of Ma^jor Mullins, charged a party of the enemy numbering 
about 100 who were marching on the road toward Boonville, and dis- 
liersed them. No casualties on our side 5 loss of the enemy not ascer¬ 
tained. After an examination of the road, and exhausting all sources 
of information, I became fully satisfied that ]io portion of the rebel 
army had moved west, and immediately sent a dispatch to General 
Sanborn to that effect and returned the same night to General San¬ 
born’s camp, having traveled about twenty miles and completed the 
reconnaissance as directed. On the 12 th marched to California after 
subsistence, and on the 13th returned to the Georgetown road and en¬ 
camped about fifteen miles southwest of Boonville, Price’s army in 
the meantime having moved to Saline County. On the 14th the com¬ 
mand marched by way of Georgetown and encamped about eighteen 
miles west of Sedalia on the Lexington road. On the 15th marcflied to 
the vicinity of Cook’s Store, in La Fayette County, and-camped. On the 
16th I was ordered by General Sanborn, with my regiment, to recon¬ 
noiter in the direction of Waverly, and if necessary visit that place to 
ascertain the position and movements of the enemy. I marcheci my 
regiment to the vicinity of Waverly and obtained the desired informa¬ 
tion. The sun was setting when we turned toward camp, twenty miles 
distant. Price’s army, 20,000 strong, lay in and below Waverly. What 
seemed to be a large cloud of dust to the east and passing to our rear 
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adiBonislieci us tliat llie enemy was making an ei^ort to cut ofl‘ our 
return. Tlie darkness of tlie night favored us, and by taking a more 
westerly route than we had traveled in the day we escaped this force 
and also that commanded by Jeff. Thompson, who, retmming from 
Sedalia laden with spoil, placed his men, 2,000 strong, in ambush on 
the road we had passed over in the morning to intercept our return. 

On the 17th marched to Fisher’s Greek, in Pettis County, and camped 
and remained there until the 19th, when we marched to Boonvihe, in 
Saline County. Here you assumed command of the First Brigade, of 
which my regiment formed a part, whi<*h from the time of leaving Jef¬ 
ferson City had, by order of General Sanborn, been under the command 
of Col. John F. Philips, Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia. On 
the 20 th we marched to Lewis’ plantation, in La Fayette County. On 
the 21st marched to the Sni, eight miles southwest of Lexington. On 
the 22 d mai‘ched to lnde]>endence, arriving there in the afternoon 5 I 
was immediately ordered to the front with my regiment at a gallop and 
to advance upon tlie enemy on the Kansas City road. After moving 
about half a mile from the town my advance was fired upon; my regi¬ 
ment was then dismounted, and all, (vcept one company held in reserve, 
advanced against the enemy. It soon became apparent that the enemy 
in largo force wavS posted in the timber that skirts the southwest portion 
of the town and held the fences and hedge in front of Ids position, and 
were attempting to Hank my regiment on the right and left. This made 
it necessary to extend my lines to near three quarters of a mile in length, 
I now discoA^ered that the enemy was increasing his forces and that my 
regiment was in imminent danger of being overpowered and cut to 
Xiieces. I immediately sent messengers to you with the information, 
and about this time I seat iiuward the company held in reserve to sup- 
X)ort the left in i)eri]. After considerable delay, for which you were not 
responsible,! sent other messengers to you, and still others, in relation 
to our condition. After near one hour the Fourth Missouri State Militia 
appeared upon the ground, and shortly alterwai d a battalion of the 
Seventh Missouri State Militia, under the eommand of Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel Crittenden, who, assisted bylSfeilFs battalion, gallantly charged the 
enemy and drove him from his positions. As these respe(*tive com¬ 
mands arrived I vsent them to the left, just in time to prevent disaster, 
and where up to this moment my gallant men, under the command of 
the heroic Neill, had maintained the protracted and unequal contest, 
while Mullins and Burris with their brave battalions held the over¬ 
powering force at bay on the right and in the center. In the mean¬ 
time the enemy i)laced several pieces of artillery in position and were 
shelling my men furiously over the entire field. Shortly afterward you 
arrived with two pie<*es of artillery and opened upon the enemy, and 
about the same time the remainder of the Seventh Missouri State Militia, 
under the command of Colonel Philips, also arrived and supported the 
artillery. During all this time the town of Independence was occupied 
in force by Federal soldiers, well supplied with ariillery, and yet for 
near one hour my regiment with forlorn hoxie battled against fearful 
odds, perhaps ten times their numbers. 

The fight continued until sunset, when the enemy retreated toward 
the Blue, pursued by my regiment, assisting the advance of Colonel 
Winslow’s brigade, and oontinuedjto press his rear in the darkness of the 
night, encountering at short intervals heavy volleys of musketry from 
the almost concealed enemy, who slowly and stubbornly retreated. My 
men having traveled forty miles, and been engaged with the enemy 
since about 3 p. m., withdrew from the contest, and pursuant to orders 
aremounted and moved forw^ard with the brigade. The column contxn- 
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lied to advance, Colonel Winslow’s hri^^ade being in the front; a few 
volleys more and th(^ colunm halted at about 10 }>. m., the conflict 
ending for the night* My men lay upon the road during the remainder 
of the night, holding their horses, both having been without food sin(*e 
tlie night previous, and suffering for water. About sunrise in the morn¬ 
ing, and before any orders were received to move, I was relieved of the 
command of my regiment hj orders of Major-General Pleasonton, with¬ 
out any cause being given. It is but justice in this connection to say 
that the regiment dui*ing the campaign, while under my command, 
nobly did its duty, and at the battle of Independence behaved with 
distinguished gallantly. 

The casualties in the campaign, while under my command, are as 
follows: In action October 0,18(>4, on the Osage, below Jefferson City, 
Private Wright J. Hill, Company D, killed; Private tSamuel Howard, 
Company D, mortally wounded; Sergt. James C. Triplett, Company D, 
slightly wounded; Private Warren Mitchell, Company D, severely 
wounded; Private George Tyler, Company H, killed; Private John 
Harvey, Company H, mortally wounded; Private Jacob Evans, Com¬ 
pany H, mortally wounded; Private William Collier, Company H, mor¬ 
tally wounded. In action on the move west of Jefferson City, October 
8 , 1804, Sergt. William L. Powell, Company A, slightly wounded. At 
Sedalia, Mo., October lo, 1804, George Sparks, private, Company I), 
killed. At Georgetown, Mo., October 14, 1864, Lieutenant Tilphdt, 
Company D, was severely Avonnded by pistol-shot, accidentally. In 
action at Independence, October 23, 1804, First Lieut. rJohn 1)’. Mul¬ 
lins, Company F, mortally wounded; Private William 11. Hoyston, 
Company A, severely wounded; Private Pichard Owings, Company 
G, severely wounded; ('orpl. James ('.Wood, Company K, sliglitly 
wounded. 

In relation to the action on the Osage, below Jefferson City, October 
6,1804, you are respectfully refexTed to Major Mullins’ official re])or1, a 
copy of which is forwarded herewith, marked A. ^ 

The loss sustained by the enemy in the siweral engagements is not 
known, but must have been severe. 

At Independence Colonel Young was mortally wounded and <'n])tain 
Davidson severely wounded, both of the ('. S. Army, fell into our 
hands as prisoners of war. 

All of which is respectfullv submitted. 

JAAIES MoFEltEAX, 
Colonel First (Rivalry Missouri ISiate MiUtiu. 

General E. B. Brown, 

Jefferson City, Mo. 


No. 18. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Bazel F. Lazear^ First Missouri Ftate MiJiticfr 

Cavalry. 

Hdqes. First Missorm State Militia Cavalry, 

Warrenshurg, Mo., Xoreniher 5^ ISOt. 
Captain: I have the honor to report for the information of the eol 
onel commanding First Brigade, Cavalry Division, that by verbal orders 
of Major-General Pleasonton, commanding, on the morning of the 
23d of October, 1804, I assumed command of the First Cavalry Mis¬ 
souri State Militia, near Big Bine. I moved forward across Big Blue 
and. with the balance of the brigade Wc.s engaged with the enemy 
during the whole of the action of that day. 
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Our casualties were as followsTotal—killed, .‘>5 wounded, 9. 

After a rapid march li*om Big Blue to the Marais des Cygnes, and 
immediately after crossing said stream, my regiment, being in the 
advance of the brigade, was ordered to move forward rapidly to engage 
the enemy; after moving from three to four miles across the imairie at 
a trot and gallop, my skirmishers reported the enemy formed in line of 
battle in my front and extending far to my left and some distance to 
my right. I moved up my line to supporting fbstance of my skirmishers’ 
line and halted to await the balance of the brigade, which was moving 
up in columns on my right. Seeing that I was outflanked on my left, 
I sent a messenger to General Pleasonton to acquaint [him] of the facrs. 
He sent an order in return that he would send assistance immediately. 
About this time I saw the promised assistance coming up on my left. 
At this moment my skirmish line was ordered to open tire, which 
drove in the enemy’s skirmish line, and the enemy ox)ened on my com¬ 
mand with two ineces of artillery i:)Osted opx)osite my left. In a very few 
minutes the force on my left came up at a charge, and as soon as their 
lines, or as 1 think two columns of squadrims, was in line with me, I 
ordered the charge and advanced uiid(u* a htiwy fire of artillery and 
small-arms to within 200 to 300 yards, when 1 saw the force on my left 
begin to falter and fall back. 1 ordered my ('ommand to halt and 
commence firing. After a sharp action of some minutes the enemy 
began to give way on their extreme left; at the same time a move from 
Their 1 ighi, Avhich 1 suiqmsed was io vSup])ort their left, but in a moment 
1 noticed due of their hjitt^e llng^. which was immediately in my front, 
begin to move to the rear, i ordered my command to get ready to 
move forward, the most of them being dismounted on a(*comit of being 
armed with long guns. In the meantime the Fourth and Seventh Begi- 
ments Cavalry Missouri {State Militia, on my right, were pressing down 
on the enemy, and in advance of luy line; thefor(*e on my left had ral¬ 
lied and were bearing down on the left. A general charge was made, 
resulting in the capture of a number of guns, a largo lot of horses and 
imisouers. 1 could not designate any x)arti(mliir capture made by my 
command, as I ordered them to let all inisoners, horses, &c., pass to 
the rear, and we moved forward rapidly until portions of my command, 
the Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, and wsoine Iowa troops, were 
far in the advance, when we were or<lered to halt by, 1 think, an aide of 
General Curtis. Thus ended the battle of Little Osage or IMineChwk. 

Our casualties were asfollows:* Total—wounded,27; missing,!. Loss 
in horses in engagement in 23d and 25th, 21 killed and 55 wounded, 
and equipments lost. 

Marched to Fort Scott, remained there until 28th, when I was ordered 
to Warrensbui'g, Mo,, as guard to captured artillery and prisoners of 
war, where we arrived in the vicinity the 1 st of IsTovember; 2 d turned 
over prisoners and moved into Warrensburg and reported to the com- 
}nanding officer of the post by order of Major-General Rosecrans* 

Where all have done so well as the officers and men of my command 
have done it would be unjust to mentiou any x>articulav officer or man; 
all have done their duty and done it well and satisfa(*tory to their com¬ 
manding officer. 

I am, captain, very res})ectliilly, your obedient servant, 

B. F. LAZEAB, 

Ijieuienaiif’ihlonel^ Oommanding Jtegiment. 

Gapt. J. H. Little, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-frowral. 


Nominal Iml omitted. 
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No. 19. 

Bej^ori of Mnf Akjcander TT. MidlmSj First Missouri State Militia 

Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. Detach. First Missouri State Militia Oav., 

Jefferson^ Mo.^ October 6', 1804. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 1 st instant, in obedience 
to orders from Col. James McFerran, I reported to Ool. John F. Philips, 
Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, v^ith Companies D, F, II, I, 
and L, First Cavalry Missouri State Militia, for orders. This battalion, 
with other forces, all under command of Colonel Philips, moved to the 
Osage Eivei' on the evening of the Ist instant and encamped near 
BoltoiPs Ford. Prom that time until Oth instant the command was 
constantly engaged in leconnoiteiing and scouting the country along 
and south of the Osage to ascertain the whereabouts of the rebel 
foi'ces under Price and to resist as far as possible his advance. On the 
Cth instant while marching down the Osage on the north side it became 
apparent from the heaving firing of artillery that the rebel forces had 
attacked the guard posted at a ford below Castle Eock and that they 
were attempting to effect a crossiag at th<it point; information was 
very soon received that some of their forces had ali*eady crossed the 
river. was ordered by Colonel Philips to move forward with my 
command and vigorously attack the enemy and if possible regain pos¬ 
session of the ford. 1 had advanced about half a mile in the dire(dion 
of the ford at which the rebel for(*es wmre crossing v hen my advance 
encountered a force of the enemy. My whole force, except Company 
H, which was held in reserve, was ordered forward, dismounted for 
action. Company I had been previously deta(*hed. Just before this 
I had been re-enforced by Lieutenant Houts, Seventh Cavalry Mis¬ 
souri State Militia, in command of a detachment of some ten or twelve 
of said regiment which had been thrown out on the road as picket. I 
pressed on and drove the enemy for some distance after driving his 
advance out of a vstrong position in a deep ravine and occupied the 
same with my command. I sent word to Colonel Philips advising him 
of the situation; that the enemy seemed to be bringing up a large 
force and was also swinging around to flank us, and consequently asked 
for immediate support. I maintained this position from fifteen to 
twenty-five minutes, a brisk skirmish being kept up all the while, 
when the enemy moved up in overwhelming numbers, attacking in 
fcont and on both flanks. No support having anived and being unable 
to resist the attack my command was compelled to fall back. 

My casualties in this engagement are as follows: Private Wright J. 
Hill, Company D, killed; Private Samuel Howard, Company D, mor¬ 
tally wounded; Sergt. James C. Triplett, Company D, slightly wounded; 
Private Warren Mitchell, Company D, severely wounded in head; 
Private George Tyler, Company H, killed; Private John Harvey, Com¬ 
pany H, wounded in hip, mortally; Private Jacob Evans, Company H, 
wounded in face, mortally; Private William Collier, Company H, 
wounded in bowels, mortally. Lieutenant Houts, Seventh Cavalry 
Missouri State Militia, was severely wounded in face while bravely 
resisting the enemy’s advance. Captain Meredith did all that a brave 
man and true soldier could do to save the command when retreat 
became inevitable. Captain Moore is entitled to equal commendation 
for his conduct throughout the engagement. I do not know what pun- 
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isliment Tras inflicted upon the enemy, hnt some of their wounded that 
subsequently fell into the hands of our forces admitted it to have been 
severe, gi‘eater than ours. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALEX. W. IMULLIXS, 

Jfajor Fh\st (htralry ]\ris.soi{rl iState Militia. 

7 = T, Boyle, 

Ailjutaut. 


Xo. tii). 

Feport of (reonje IL. Kelly., Fourth Mlmumrl State Uniltlu (ktvalry. 

Hixius. EoTTRTir JVIissouin State Militia Cavalry, 

SedalUi, .l/o., Xovember o\ IhOL 

(Jolonel: in coinpliaiu‘(* with circular dated headquarters First 
llrignde, Cavalry J)ivision, Warreusburg, Mo., November 2,1864,1 have 
the honor to report that on the morning of the 2;)d of October, 1864, 
the Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, under my command, fonu- 
ing part of First Brigade, (.\avalry Division, then near the ford of Big 
Blue, moved forward in accordance with your orders, under a heavy tire 
from the enemy, and crossed Big Blue about 8 a. m. After passing the 
ford, which was ac^complished with difficulty, owing to the many ob¬ 
structions thrown in the way, 1 was ordered to charge the ridge beyond 
held by the enemy. Finding this would be impracticable, I received 
instructions from Colonel Winslow, [Fourth] Brigade, to dismount my 
command and move forward on the extreme left, wliich 1 immediately 
did under a steady dre from the enemy. 1 moved forward in line of 
skirmishers and endeavored to drive the enemy from the crest of the 
hill immediately in my front, which i succeeded in doing after a contest 
of two hours. In tliis engagement (hq)!. W. D, Blair was killed while 
gallantly leading his battalion, and Captains Yansickler and Hamilton, 
Lieutenants Dale and Bryson, wounded while leading their respecti\'^e 
commands. Among the enlisted men 1 lost 7 killed and 44 wounded, a 
list of which I transmit herewith.* From this point I moved forward 
in connection with the brigade in the pursuit of the enemy and encamped 
for the night near Little Santa Fe. ’ Moved at daybreak on the 24th; 
marched all day on Fort Scott road; passed Finneysville in the even¬ 
ing; halted a short time about midnight near Trading Post, Kans. 
Moved forward early on October 25, passed Trading Post and crossed 
the Marais des Oygues, pressing the enemy before us. After iiassing 
the Marais des Cygnes, the brigade being in the advance, forced the 
enemy to a stand at IVIine Greek, and in compliance with orders from 
you I formed the right wing of the brigade and took part in the gi‘and 
(iharge then made, which resulted in the rout of the enemy. In this 
(fliarge I captured 2 pieces of artillery and 1 battle-flag, besides many 
prisoners, the number of which I am not able to give. My loss in this 
engagement slight. I moved forward and encamped on the morning of 
the 26th at Fort Scott. On the morning of the 27th marched east 
twenty miles and encamped on Little Dry Wood. October 28, moved 
forward to Lamar, thence back to Muddy Greek. October 29, moved 
to Fort Scott, mai’ched thence via Papinvilleand Germantown, to War- 
rensburg, Mo., where I arrived with my command on the 2d instant. 
Total distance marched from October 25 to November 2, 260 miles. 

Omitted. 
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1 cannot dose this report without recurring’ to the noble conduct of 
the officervS and men of my command in the engagements of the 23d and 
25th of October. Captains Missemer and Vansickler, Lieutenants Kerr 
and Tiuley, deserve especial mention. Among the non-commissioned to 
whom praise is due are Sergeants Sapp and Grice, commanding com- 
X)anies, and Sergt. James E. Harman, who captured the battle-flag. 

I am, colonel, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G.W. KELLY, 

Majo 7 ' Fourth Cavalry Mhsonri t^tate Militia, 

Col. John F. Philips, 

Commanding District of Central Missouri, 


Ko. 21. 

Report of (kt])f, Oscar Ji, Queen, tenth Missouri l^tnte Militia Cavalry, * 

Jefferson City’-, October IS^ 1864, 

Captain : I have the honor to report the facts connected with the 
capture of a ])ortioix of Company JVf, Seventh ('avalry Missouri State 
MOitia, under my command, at Sedalia, Mo., on October 15, 1864, by 
the Confederates under General fFefl*. Thompson: 

By order of Lieut. Col. T. T. Crittenden, commanding Seventh Vax 
airy Missouri State Militia, I left General Sanborn’s command sixt(^en 
miles from Georgetown on Lexington road October 15, and proceeded 
witli thirty-three men to meet and guard an ammunition train from 
Georgetown back to the command. On reaching there 1 could hear 
nothing of it, but after remaining two hours or more information was 
brought me that Shelby was two miles below Georgetown, advancing 
with the inteiltion of attacking Sedalia. I proceeded to Sedalia and 
found everything under excitement, the information having reached 
there in advance of me. I found the city well intrenched with a force 
of between 600 and 800 men, citizens and home guards, under com¬ 
mand of Colonel Crawford, Enrolled Missouri Militia. Colonel Craw¬ 
ford requested me to place my men in the intren(‘hmeuts and help to 
defend the town. 1 accordingly dismounf ed my men and had scarcely 
placed them at a suitable point before the rebels made their apj)earance 
and commenced bombarding the town. On the first explosion of shell 
my citizen support deserted me, and one general stampede of citizens 
and home guards took place, notwithstanding the efforts of C^aptains 
Wilson and Darst to keep them to the work. I was occupied during 
this time with the column advancing on the i>oint where I was, and held 
it at a respectable distance until the enemy’s remaining force had 
advanced over the deserted fortifications in my rear and taken posses¬ 
sion of the town. Charging up on my rear they demanded my sur¬ 
render. I saw immediately that I was deserted, and in order to save 
my little squad I must yield, which 1 did. 1 understand that Colonel 
Crawford ordered the evacuation of the towji immediately after the 
rebels came in sight; if so, ho was very culpable in not notifying me of 
the fact. I received no word or order from him from the moment 
he requested me to help defend the town up to my surrender. I 
went in Avith thirty-tliree men, ten of whom escaped, having been left 
to guard my horses. We were treated well and my men ])rotected. 
Late in the evening General Thompson ordered my men in ff'ont of 
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tlie depot, where lie administered an oath to them that they would 
‘‘not again take up arms until exchanged/^ telling them if he again 
(*ai)tured them before an exchange he would kill them. I protested 
against such parole and told him it would not be resxiected by the 
Federal Government. He took my address, Lieut. E. T. Berry’s, my 
tirst lieutenant, and Lieutenant Knapxfs, Seventeenth Illinois Volun- 
tec‘rs, charging mo at the time that he would hold me resxionsible for 
forty-five men. The in(*rease on the number of my men arose from the 
iaet that there were small squads of soldiers from other commands 
tliere at the time sick—Seventeenth Illinois Volunteers, Merrill’s Horse, 
Sixth Cavalry IMissouii State Militia, and Fourth were represented. 
On the morning of the IGth I left Sedalia on the cais and rea(‘hed 
Jefierson City 0(*tober 17,18G4, where 1 no^^ lespectfully await orders, 
deeming the parole worthless. 

T have the honor to be, res]>e(*tfully, vour olxMlient servant, 

OSC'Alt B. ()UEEN, 
Sny^nih ('aralrt/ Mfusonri ^tnte Militia, 

C'apl. A. E. ('ONKDIN, 

Art</. Asfit, Adji, Diatricf of (U^ntraJ Mismuri, 

(Fusl iiuloisonHut 1 


llEADCpTARTEPS DlSTRJOT OP CENTRAL MiSSOUnr, 

Citify Mo,^ October Jft, 18b 1, 

Ees])e(‘tfnUy referred to Major-General Ifosecrans, (*ommanding De- 
paitment of tlie Missouri. 

E. B. BEOWiNT, 
Brifjad icr-OencraL 


iiidotseiiu lit ) 


His parole is not binding. 


W. S. BOSECEANS, 

Commanding, 


NTo. 'SJi, 

Beports of Co/. Jttudolidi Thirty fourth Infantry Enrolled Missouri 

Militia, 


Camp Oollecie Hill, 
Jeff^ersoii City^ October 6^ 1864* 

General : 1 have the honor to report to you that I found no enemy’s 
forces on this side of the Osage Eiver, viz, between the raib’oad and 
the Missouri Eiver, and^ also about one mile and a half south of Iho 
Pacific Eailroad. As soon as 1 arrived at the Moreau bridge I sent 
out skirmishers on the above-mentioned Iract of land, and arrived 
safely at the Osage Eiver. The bridge and the buildings on both 
sides of the river had b(‘en burned, as already stated in my dispatch. 
After the train left with the dispatches to you, two companies from 
my regiment and one company from the Twenty-eighth Eegiment 
Enrolled Missouri Militia arrived at the other side of the bridge. 
Inclosed you will find the reports of the commanders, Captains Onken, 
Eitzen, and SJullins. One company from this command, was taken pris¬ 
oners, commanded by Lieutenant Berger. 
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From the best information 1 could get the enemy’s force is about 500 
to 800 strong Tvith some two or three pieces of artillery. The different 
commanders on the Pacific Eailroad retreated under great excitement— 
Enrolled Militia. 

General, I hope you will give me a chance to blot out the stain from 
the regiment. 

I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, yours, 

E. POSEE, 

tV>L, (^omdg. Thirty-fourth Begt, Enrolled Missouri Militui. 

General Brown. 


OOLLEaE rilLL, 

Jefferson City, Mo,, October 10, 1S64, 
General: I have the honor to report to you that the second lieu¬ 
tenant, Slinkman, of Company D, Thirty-fourth Eegiment Enrolled 
Missouri Militia, arrived here with twenty of his command; also one 
private of Company B, Captain Eitzen, and two privates of Company 
H, of Captain Koenig\s command. Lieutenant Slinkman reports to me 
that the w^hole command, under Lieutenant Berger, were taken prisoners 
on the east side of Osage bridge on ^Vednesday, the 6 th of October; 
that he was marched to California, and there paroled with his men, with 
one private of Company B, and twm privates of Company 11. The com¬ 
manding officer, Lieutenant Berger, with tw^enty-nine men, had already 
been paroled at Westphaha. We were attacked at the bridge by a 
force of about 200 men at about 7 a. m.^ We fired on them from tlie 
block-house and drove them back. After that they sent in* a flag of 
truce, uppn which we vsurrendered, with their promise that they should 
parole us as soon as they could reach headquarters. Before we sur 
rendered we found we were surrounded by about 2,500 men, with two 
pieces of artillery. After the surrender they t;ook all our arms and 
ammunition, and stripped us of the necessary clothing. We were also 
treated very roughly by the men. Our rations were only one pint of 
flour and about one-fourth of a pound of bacon, and were marched 
most of the time at double-quick. At Wcvstphalia w^e were informed 
that we had killed nine of the rebels and wounded two of them. 

The number of arms and accouterments lost w^ere as folloAvs: 49 
Austrian rifles and accouterments, and 100 rounds of ammunition for 
each man. The command at the biidge was strong: two commissioned 
officers and forty-nine enlisted men. 

One commissioned otOcer and twenty-nine enlisted men were ])aroled 
at Westphalia. One second lieutenant and twenty enlisted men ar¬ 
rived here. 

E. POSE Li, 

CoL, Comdy, Thirty-fourth Iteyt, Eurolled 3[issauri Militia, 
General E. B. Brovin. 


No. 23. 

Report of (kipt, Francis OnJcen, Thirty-fourth Infantry Enrolled Mis¬ 
souri Militia, 

Camp Collede Huj:., October 6*, 1804, 
Companies A and B arrived at Gasconade bridge on the 3d of 
October about 2 o’clock. Both companies took possession of the 
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block-house west of the river; Captain Eitzen took command of the 
post. There were rumors about that the rebels were in or about Her¬ 
mann, About C o’clock we heard cannons fired in the direction of Her¬ 
mann. Two men of Captain Eitzen’s threw away theii* arms and swore 
they would not stay to defend the bridge while their property in Her¬ 
mann was destroyed. They started over the bridge toward Hermann. 
At about 10 o’clock they returned and reported the rebels in Hermann 
firing the town; that they had cannons on a train ready to go to Gas¬ 
conade and destroy the bridge. Captain Eitzen went out of the block¬ 
house with his company, saying, We have to fall back to Jefferson 
City; ” most all of my men followed him out the house. I weni. out and 
called my men to come back, as I intended to stay there. Captain Eit¬ 
zen said, ‘‘Captain Onken, I will stay by you,” but 1 did not hear him 
order his men back. He started up the railroad and was soon out of 
sight. 1 called my men together, and found that 1 had but twenty-six 
men left; the others had gone with Captain Eitzen. I then sent a squad 
of men to the east side of the river to destroy the railroad. They took out 
some rails and threw them in the river. I sent two scouts across the 
Gasconade Eiver on a crossing of roads toward Hermann to see whether 
they would send any force in our flank, as there is a ford in the river 
about two miles above the bridge. T also sent out two men to bring in 
horses and men to use as scouts. The first two scouts never returned, 
and vNm'e probably taken prisoners or killed. 

Everything kept quiet till morning. We did not receive any reliable 
information about the rebels. In the afternoon 1 noticed four men on 
horseback on the bluff on the east side of the river; 1 sent a squad of 
four men over, who reported that they saw from twelve to fifteen men 
riding on the hills. They also were informed by a farmer’s ^\dfe, who 
lives in sight of the bridge, that two rebel officers took dinner at his 
house the same day. Captain Eitzen came to me and asked me, within 
hearing of our men, what T was going to do, whether I was going to 
stay; that we wei*e surrounded, and it was impossible for us to &ep 
the post. I told him that I was going to stay. After awhile Captain 
Eitzen called the men together in camp, and after telling them that we 
were surrounded, asked them what they were going to do; whether 
they wanted to stay or leave in the morning at 4 o’clock. All men that 
wanted to leave should hold up liu-ir lighr hand; most all the men 
were in for leaving. A scout now came in and reported that he had 
been taken prisoner about four miles from camp, on the east side of 
the river. He reported that there was about a regiment of rebels lying 
around the hills near tlie river, and 0,000 more coming on boats. An¬ 
other scout came in then, 's\ho reported he met with rebels, who fired 
at him. He came back through the woods, and saw several squads of 
rebels, who went around stealinghorsesfrom the farmers. Captain Eitzen 
rei)orted that he had but sixteen of his men left. The picket reported 
he heard trees falling on the bluff* in sight of the bridge* The men then 
all got up, and said they were going to leave right off. I took a hand- 
car and had the spare muskets and the cartridges put on; there went 
six men of my company wuth it. The hand-car I found burned about one 
mile this side of the Osage bridge. The men probably were taken 
prisoners. T staid in camp till all were gone. There were about ten 
men with me there when I started for Medora. Here I found Captain 
Eitzen. We heard the Osage bridge was burnt. We concluded to 
march to the bridge, and got there about 4 o’clock, afternoon. I never 
^vould left the Gasconade bridge if my men had staid with me, I 
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must state yet that Captain Eitzeii, after lie left the hrbt night, came 
back after midnight with four men; they kept coming in, and at roll- 
call Captain Eitzeii reported thirty-four men for duty. 

^ FEANCTS OKKEi^, 

Vompany A, Tluriy fourth Jtcgt. Enrolled Missoim MlUiui. 
<'olonel POtr^ER. 

Thiriyfourth Beyiment Enrolled Mlnnourl Militiu, 


jS^o. 2 k 

Report of Capf. (Imrlefi IK EHuoi, Thirty fourth Infantry Enrolled 

Missouri Militia, 

Camp Colleuj] Hill, 
Jejferson Clty^ October 6, ISHL 

I have the honor to report that J liave returned with iny command 
to Jefferson City, after many trials and difflciilti(\s, and give you below 
a condensed statement of my affairs. Cnder orders from you 1 startled 
on the 3d day of this month with my comxiany to the Gasconade 
bridge. .Before starting 1 w^as v'ery anxious to have my company 
properly clothed, but there being no time for it it could not be done. 
Most of my men were placed on open Hat cars in a heavy rain, which 
rain kept up all day. My imui were jierfectly drenched, and com¬ 
plained bitterly that the Government had not furnished them with 
proper clothing. Several of tlu^ men got sick; one was in a dying 
<*ondition vhen arrived at the bridge. As soon as I (Muild get the 
men to quarters I sent my hrst lieutenant (the second lieutenant had 
been cut oft* at Franklin, to w hich pla(*e I had sent him to get provis¬ 
ions for the men then stationed at the Gasconade bridge, which orders 
were received from headquarters at Baint Louis, that 1 should draw 
my provisions there) in charge of the sick men to Hermann, there being 
no hospital at the Gasconade bridge. In doing this he was also cut 
off* and has not retimied to duty up to this time, which left mti without 
a commissioned officer. About an hour after I had sent oft‘the sick 
men to Hermann we heard cannonading in the direction of Hermann. 
We then moved all into the fort and 1 ordered everybody to carry 
water into the fort so that we (*ottld stand a siege, iinloss we w^ero at¬ 
tacked by artillery, which the i*ort was irnahle to withstand, being only 
a log-house. After makiug all preparations for a regular siege, I lay 
down to rest a little, not having slept any the night before. I barely 
had lain down and gone to slee]) when thero’was a great commotion in 
the fort, w^hich was on account of some scouts coming in from Her¬ 
mann, stating that Hermann had gone up and the whole town burnt, 
and that a train with two eaimons was then coming tip to attack us. 
This made a i)ert*ect uproar among the men, some of tliem throwing 
down their arms and said that they did not intend to stay at 
bridge and save it, as Hermann was destroyed and their families would 
be brutally treated by the rebels, and as the fort could not stand artil¬ 
lery we would all be cut to pieces unless we evacuated it. It was im¬ 
possible for nie to stop the panic which seized the men; they ran out 
of the fort with Captain Onken’s men. Of course I could not leave my 
men, and had to follow them. We formed in front of the fort on the 
railroad and were consulting what to do. One of Captain Oiikeifs 
men, Mr. Eicketts, told me that we could tear up the culvert (‘lose by. 
We marched a short distance and intended to destroy the culvert, but 
could not get any tools for this purpose. The rain pouring down in tor- 



Chap. Lni.l 


price’s MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 


369 


rents all tlie time, my men took possession ot the tirst lionse in the woods. 
After my men became a little more composed I commanded them in 
the name of the State of Missouri and begged them for my sake to 
return with me to the fort. After mu(*h trouble part of the men started 
♦ back with me to the fort, and I reported to Captain Onken at 12 
o’clock that night. Some of the men had started for home and refused 
to go back to the fort, and 1 had no power to enforce it, sa;^dng that 
they would rather be shot on the spot than to stay and leave all their 
families at the mercy of the rebels. This was not only the case with 
my company, but also with Captain Onken’s company, he having lost 
about as many men out of his company as mine. We held the fort until 
the next evening, wlien we were bound to evacuate it. Before doing so, 
however, I asked the opinion of all the men in the fort, \vhether there 
was the least (‘han(*e of holding it, and it was the unanimous opinion 
that we had not the least chance to hold it, as we w<u*e suiTounded on 
all sides by about G,000 men, and that all our scouts had been cap¬ 
tured except two, one of them having been bred at three times. By a 
very fortunate circumstance we had a good guide, and by circumvent¬ 
ing their pickets Ave ])assed safely through and made that night a forced 
march to Medora. On tlie way I lost about ten of my men by not being 
able to stand the fatigue of the march. As soon as we got to Medora 
we heard that the Osage bridge was burning and that no dispatches 
could be sent to Jeherson City. A scout also came in stating that the 
country back of Medora was full of bushwhackers. We therefore made 
up our minds to march to the Osage bridge, intending to fight our way 
through or di(^ in the attempt. When we arrived at the Osage bridge 
we found that the rebels had been there a few hours before and had 
left, but were still in the neighborhood. We fortunately got a flat-boat 
and got safely over, and reported to Colonel Poser. Colonel J^Kser 
informed me that I should ('onsidcr myself under arrest, and I am so 
now in camp. As 1 can prove the above facts by my men and others 
who acted as scouts aud <*ame up with us, I ask the favor of you to 
have the general to institute a court of inquiry into my acts, and if 
found innocent of the charge made against me that 1 can be released 
again and tak(‘ again cluu'ge of my company. My men are entirely 
l)roke down and are Avithout the necessary (dothing. 

In the above statement I forgot to mention that before we eAmcnated 
the fort the pi(*kets had reported that the rebels had (uit down tAvo trees 
in range of the fort and were then planting cannon, and that in case 
Ave did not evacuate the fort Ave would all be butchered. Even Captain 
Onken Avas unable anymore to burn the bridge, as Avere his orders, 
in case he should have to evacuate,the tort. 

I am, colonel, respectfully, yours, 

CHARLES D. EITZEN, 

Company Thh^y-fonrih Regt, Enrolled Missouri Militia, 

Colonel Poser. 


J^o. 25. 

Report of Gapt, John SulUnSj Thirty-four Infantry Enrolled Missouri 

Militia, 

Camp Oolleg-b Hibl, October 6,1864. 
Colonel : I have the honor to inform you that I took possession of 
the west end of Osage bridge October 3, p, m., Avith my command. 
34 R R—VOL XLI, PT I 



370 LOUISUNA AND THE TRANS-MISSI«SIPPI, [Chap. LIII. 

Lieutenant Berger took possession of the east end ot' the same bridge. 

I heard no report of the enemy before October 6. In the morning about 
daylight information came to me by Mr. Williams, a citizen from Loose 
Creek, that the buildings at that place had been destroyed. About sun- ^ 
rise Lieutenant Berger was attacked on three sides by a large force. I 
could seethe enemy for at least a mile up the Osage Eiver in force; 
they also i'ed across the river at our block-house; avc returned the 
fire. After some ten or fifteen minutes Lieutenant Dergcii* ceased fir¬ 
ing. I saw a flag of truce come to Lieutenant Berger, a 7 ul in a few 
minutes I saw that the enemy had full possession of the east end of the 
bridge, and thatthey had taken Lieutenant Berger’s command ])risoners, 
and had them marched ui), Aom the best 1 could see, in range of our 
lire. In a few minutes I saw a flag of truce coming across the bridge to 
me. When it came it was a written demand for an unconditional sur¬ 
render of me and my forces. I refused. The flag of truce returned— 

I being determined to hold the block-house and defend the bridge as 
far as J could. My men being raw militia, inexperienced in the servi(*e, 
and from what I could see the enemy was preiiaring to fire into our 
block-house with artillery, and there being a great panic among a por¬ 
tion of my men, and believing that if I fired across the river at the 
enemy that Lieutenant Berger^s command would be ex])osed, and that 
it was impossible to hold the bridge against the artillery, we evacuated 
the place. 

I am, colonel, respectfully, yours, 

JOHN SULLINB, 

Company C\ Thirty-fourth Rcyt, EnroUed Missouri Militia. 
Colonel Poser. 


No. 26. 

Bejfort of Maj. Lewis H. Boutell^ Forty-fifth Missouri lufantry. 

Hdqus. Porty-pifth Missouri Volunteer Infantry, 

Jeffersou Gity^ October 8,186L 

Captain : I have the honor to report that Oompauies F and I, under 
command of Adjutant Hill, were, by order of Geiun^al Brown, sent for¬ 
ward on the road leading from the fair-ground to siip])ort a section of 
artillery which was to be sent there. On reaching the road beyond 
the fair-ground Adjutant Hill was ordered by a general ofti(*er, name 
unknown (but think General Sanborn), to deploy one of the companies 
as skirmishers and to relieve his Kne, which he did. The road was 
filled by cavalry of the Sixth Missouri State Militia. After deploying- 
one company as skirmishers he was ordered, by a colonel of cavalry to 
send the company retained as reserve on the flank to.prevent a flank 
movement. This was done, but it was too late, as the enemy were 
already on the flank. The cavalry left in disorder, and finding the 
infantry alone and unsupported, the order was given to fall back. The 
men, considering they had to be formed under fire and were new vsol- 
diers, behaved well. Loss as far as known was 3 killed, 9 wounded, 
and 4 missing in action. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. H. BOUTBLL, 

Major, Commanding, 

Capt. James H. SxEaER, 

Amstant Adjutant-General, District of Central Missouri, 
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IiCports of ]>rt(j, (rUf, Joint J/f.Vt//, T. A'. vtntnttHttdhttf Ulshdct of 

!tolI(( and Stroud UrUjudr. i'avtdrii J>iritsion. 

\a)VL< Xon mht r ishl, 

SiJi: I \io\r Ihr li lo f.iiMiii't Hk* i 11^14 i'<‘i><)rt oi‘ tln^ iM'tioii 

rakoii IIi(* ra\al»> wliilo iukIct Mi<‘('om 

iiuuiii o{‘ ul ill tii\‘ LiU* i>ihsuit <>i' the V(‘]>el 

ar]ii,\ ^*4itiiin,i* Pn(*e: 

in I0 <y<‘ii<‘raf No. 1, 0<-jol)n- I<k Mil, I 

JoiiKMi 1 In ivaili nii<l jas-antiad (snniiiaiHl al ii Ivpiilrii'Us Alill (Ii(‘ 
ot'Oalv^hiM* U). was (Mnnpo^cMl ol* ih(‘ in:;’ 

rioops: TIh‘ S<‘\<‘ 1 i<( (mill IIIIikhs ('a\alr> , S, iiinlta* Pul 

uiu‘]i>(‘\ <‘i Tlni t(‘unl ii IMissuma < \i\ ali,\ Vuluniaai s. uis<l< r 

(^alIi<‘i*\\uo(l ; Filih MiNsouri 8ial(‘ ]\Iiiit>a ('axaliy, uiMha* 
Linnlaiiaui l^n‘psj«‘in ^ and <k*ia<'hin<*iiiKS ui' ^inlli Missuiiri 

^tat(‘jMiiitla(’asa!i>,malar LaaiPnianld N>l(aad iMajaa ; I'hird Mlssumi 
ytai(" Mililia (^a\tsiiy, iiiidar Jji<‘«it(‘iiaii( Ouloiad AlatlhaMs; S4‘\antli 
Kansas (’a\ali>, P. S. Volunn‘(‘i>, maha’ Major i\Ialuia‘; Sa<*oiHl Mis 
sonri ('a\ali>. P. S. \ olnnUHnvs (^McrrilTs Jlors(‘), inidin (^ajitain Flons- 
ton. At 2.u0 a. ai. I moved, pm ^naiir (o oi’ders, fo l)a\ is’ljridi;^, ivatdi- 
iiig* it aboid noon, and waited (lie arrixal of lla‘ ollan* l)rii;ud<\s. At 2 
p. ill, i(‘e(‘i\ed ordia'S (o inovc^ <ni in tla‘ direc'tion of la^Kingion. 
Camped at daiPAviiliio ien i‘dl<‘s oi‘(Lai plma*, w lam 1 ie(*eiv<Ml ord(n-s 
to o<‘ei!i>,^ tlie (dly (Lai nialil. Inimediatid^N brokiMip eampand entei'ed 
Lexington a[ 12 o'elork timl rigid. Tliel^'idli iMissonri Stale Militia, 
Lieiiteuant-C^)lota‘l Pp]».--t<‘iu, in <al\an((*, was final on by two s<^p 
arute pavtiiss in tla* »^ubnrbs ol‘(la‘ lown, but ^'^toadily pinching lorward 
<lis}a*rs<‘d (lami and eajdnv«‘d se\<m prisonors. L^inding llie city eva(*- 
naleil 1);\ llieeiiem,\, J Invouai'Keil m> men in Ihe streets, andaw’aited 
morning, liaving marelied day aial niglit wilboni an o|>portnnily ibr 
(eedhig la>rses. "No ror<ig(‘ in Li*\ingtom and b) ovd<‘i* ol gemnal (-om- 
mauding, 1 iiaAed in (la‘ nanming (21sl otOidober) \ia \\ averly, and 
Avas eonix)<‘ll(‘d to eamp at nigld on Pire (beek Prairie, again wilhoid 
forage. 1 marela‘d at o a. m. (Oetober 22) to tla‘ (-rossbig of (lie Little 
JJliie, W"lier<* we tbnnd tla* bridge d(‘stroy(‘d and lla* (bid impiaidiiadde 
fo]‘ wagons and artillery. A (empoiary bridge was rapidly eonsti*u(*Ml 
under tile supimvisiou oi‘the <'ommandiiig g<‘iaTal, ami artillmy and 
train crossed, \yhile, with a pari ot* my brigade, L wuml foiwvard and 
attacked tla^ emmiy’s r(*ar guard, eoinpos<‘d of two brigades, CeiKTal 
Fagan’s ilivisiom 1 d(*ploy(Ml <‘verything, and sleaclily drovm the 
enemy from iiosilhui after ]MKsition (althougk h(‘ was sup]K)rted by 
w^ell-sciwed artillery) until he wms tbr<*ed se^eral inih^s to the edge of 
Indepeiidemm. The skirmishing Avas at times li(m\y, ami the artillery 
of the enemy admirably seiwmd, but my oltieers and men held their 
ground at all points and ])unLslied Tin* enemy severely. Being ordei-ed 
tf) (‘harge, T mounted my reginnmts us they (*ame up, ordering the 
Thirteenth IMissouri Yeterau Ydunteers to ehaige through the toAvn, 
and fall on the emmy’s r(‘ar, sabtT in hand. Tins order was gallantly 
executed, Oolouel OatherAvood leading tlu‘ charge. This charge Avas 
brilliantly sn])])ortcd by the HeAumth Kansas and HeA^enteentli Illinois 
charging ill close order, and rissulhul in the capture of two gnus, and the 
killing and Avonnding and cax>tnring a large number of the emmiy. 
For the easnaltiiss ol this day 1 i*espectlul]y rtder you to reports of the 
regimental officers and ot* Hiirgeon Cnndilf, acting brigade surgeon, I 
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am confident that this day’s work of the Second Brigade did much to 
convince the enemy of the fighting qualities of our men and to inspire 
a wholesome respect for their prowess, thereby aiding us much in sub¬ 
sequent attacks. 

I moved at 12 o’clock that night under orders to march to the junc¬ 
tion of the Independence with the Little Santa Fe road, after leav¬ 
ing the Third Missouri State Militia, Lieutenant-Colonel Matthews, as 
a provost guard at Independence, by order commanding general. At 
1a.m. October 23 I flanked a large camp on the opposite side of the 
Blue, and near the Byram’s Ford. T ascertained it to be the enemy. 
I sent a detachment of the Second IMissouri Cavalry (Merrill’s Horse) 
to the ford. Halted to feed horses, ha^lng inarched two days and 
neaily two nights included without forage. At daybreak a heavy fir¬ 
ing commenced on my right and in the dmection of Westport. I moved 
on toward Hickman IMills, expecting to be able to strike Price’s flank, 
moving cautiously about four miles, firing having ceased for sometime, 
when suddenly I found myself in contact vitli the entire force of the 
enemy. I at once formed my brigade in line, advancjed my skirmishers, 
and opened on their column with a section of Captain Montgomery’s 
battery (3-in ch Eodman rifles). The enemy had formed their line of three 
lines cleep and actually surrounded me on three sides. My skirmishervs 
(Seventh Kansas and Merrill’s Horse) most gallantly pressed up to 
the main line of the enem 5 ’’s center. In the meantime he had placed 
•batteries in three diffeient locations and opened a w^ell-directed cross¬ 
fire upon Montgomery; I w^as consequently coinj)elled to move him 
some 400 yards to the left", recall my skirmish line, and occupy the new 
position. I determined to hold this iiosition at all hazards, in hopes 
that the remaining brigades would come up. Toward night the enemy 
retired, leaving about 40 of their dead on the ground. In the morning 
(()(*tober 24) pushed on their trail, passing between Hickman Mills and 
Little Santa Fe, where I then learned that the other brigades wwe; 
])ushed on and met them about twelve miles from Santa Fe, where our 
lines of march intersected. I finally fell into column in rear of First 
Brigade, and having received orders to move forward ami attack the 
enemy wherever I should find hun, day or niglit, I continued marching 
until 12 p.ni., when I ri^ceived an order through a staff offi(‘er of General 
Sanborn (Lieutenant Murifliy), given in tlu^ name of the eojnmanding 
general, to halt and go into camp, carefully keeping down all fires, as 
we were in shelling distance of the enemy. About daylight 1 learned 
from Major McKeuny, of Major-General Curtis’ staff*, that an mov must 
have been committed, as no such order could have been given by th(^ 
general commanding. I immediately movc^d forward at a trot. 

Daylight October 25, at Trading Post, an orderly rode up, directing 
me to hold the river and act as a n^serve. In a' few minutes later, 
however, I received through Major (^harlot, of General Curtis’ staff*, an 
order to hasten up at speed, and to leave my artillery with Lieutenaiil- 
(\donel Benteen, commanding Fourth Brigade, after which it did not 
1 eport to me during the expedition. I immediately started on a gallop 
and continued it for ten miles, w^hen I got engaged with the enemy, 
directly after crossing the Marmiton, who Avere sfrongly posted in a 
large corn-field and in the edge of the timber skirting the prairie. The 
Fifth Missouri State Militia dismounted and most gallantly charged, 
throwing down the fence in the face of a severe fire, while the balance 
of the brigade charged on horseback. The enemy were completely 
routed, scattering in disorder, throwing away their arms and leaving 
many of their killed and wounded. I continued the pursuit through 
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the prairie for several miles, and finally about 3.30 brought their entire 
force to bay near Shiloh Creek. Here I was joined by the Fourth 
Brigade, under Lieutenant-Colouel Benteen, and by order of command¬ 
ing general I formed both brigades into a double line of battle. P!ice\s 
entire army formed and resolved themselves into a quadruple line, 
about 800 yards in fi’ont, and notwithstanding their line was made four 
deep, they outflanked me both to the right and to the left. I en¬ 
deavored to charge and was gallantly supported in the effort by Col¬ 
onel Benteen, but the utmost exei‘tions of oMcers and men could not 
move the horses to a trot or a gallop. I steadily advanced in line at a 
walk toward the enemy, who continued to retire, gradually massing 
his flanks u])on his (‘enter, ^\ hen thcdr flight be(‘ame more rapid, and in 
pursuance of orders from commanding general I bivouacked my com¬ 
mand on the battle field, i)assing another night without either forage 
or rations. In the morning uiovchI to a corn field and fed, receiving- 
orders to mai'<*h via Lamar. About 10 a. ju. 1 renewed the pursuit of 
Price, and found his ti*ail well defined with the debris of burning 
wagons—artillery ammunition s<*attered along the road for miles, cami 3 
equipage, mess kits, plunder, and arms thrown away, all evinced the 
demoralization <‘onse(pient ui)on the vigorous attacks of the preced¬ 
ing day. 1 secured a large Hock of sheep, which I dispatched under 
guard to the ([uarterinaster at Fort Scott. At his (*ainp over 200 
wagons were destroyed l>v him. At least forty wagons were uninjured, 
among them several wagons loaded with small-arm ammunition, most 
emphatically telling the condition the flying rebels were reduced to. 
I was delayed here s(^veral hours, Price ha^'ing destroyed the ford and 
obstructed the roads, hdling heavy timber across them. Finally cleared 
the track and pushed on to Shanghai, arriving at 11 p. m., where, in 
accordance with the orders of the comniamling^ general (^avalry Divis¬ 
ion, I reported to Major-deueral (hirtis. 

The offieers and men of the brigade are entitled to the highest praise 
for their gallantry in attacking the enemy and for the cheerfulness with 
which they endured the privations and fatigues of this most exhaust¬ 
ing campaign. The regimental commanders, each and every one, did 
their whole duty, and were well supported by their line officers. To my 
stafl*—Oapt. II. K. (look, Mnth Missouri {State Militia, ordnance officer 
and inspector; Pai)t. (1. (x. Lanrant, assistant adjutant-general; Lieu¬ 
tenant Acker, Seventeenth Illinois, aide-de-camp—1 am under obliga¬ 
tions for their gallant support, and I would pai'ticularly mention Lieut* 
E. (t. Manning, Eighty-flrst U. S. Colored Troops, for his assiduous 
attention to duty, andhis conduct in the face of the enemy. To Lieut. 
eJ. S. Taylor, Se(*ond Missouri Cavalry Volunteers (IMerrilPs Horse), 
acting assistant <piartermaster, and Lieut. L. Whitney, acting commis¬ 
sary of subsistence, 1 .would here i»mke grateful acknowledgments for 
the patient and thorough manner ui which they each discharged their 
duties. 

T have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

JOHK McHEIL, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 

Lieut. Oliffoub Thomson, 

Acting Asnistant Adjutant-General, 


Saint Louis, November 25,1864, 

Sir: 1 have the honor to report.to you that in accordance with 
or(Jers received October 26, from Major-General Pleasonton, commander 
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of ('avalry J)ivisi<)u. ! \\iI1l (ho h\<) l)t‘i^i»a<I(‘^ ol* that di\isiaii 

U) Alajor-deueral Curtis, ai Shanohai, Itarloii Count.v, JMo., ul 11 
p. in. O('tol)or IS<)1. Tli<Mio\'t da.v ountiiiuod ilie |Mir^ui( of !^ri('e’s 
mroatiii^ aini>, a«*iivhig ai KeAttonia 9 p. in. Ort<)]KTl^s, (Unu 

oral Blunt had suoceoded in forcing' (lie <*in*niy h) ai'lion, a\ liicli tlio 
Second Brigade airivod tuo late to parli(*i])a5'" in. KocenX‘d ()id(‘rs fo 
attack tile ( noni\ at (ia> light. At ia.ni.Octobi L-i'in> n»en c’v in i-a((^ 
die to move on lovaid the em*m;>, wlom 1 r<a*<‘iAcd oid(‘rs from general 
connnaiiding department to nio\e with tlu‘ Inigade to the Distiict of 
liolla. .Marched for Bolla, via Spiingheld, and ()(dob<a* o<) camixal 
nineteen miles IVoni Sjningtield, A^hen I received orders from J\laJor- 
Ceneral Curtis tocoutinue anew'tlie pursuit of Pri(‘e and to r(*port to 
him at (hassville. My horses requiring shoeing*. I went via Sp- ingfn-Id 
and found 1,000 horses in the brigade to be shod; s]H‘nt two da> s’ and 
nights’ constant w'ork, ami on 2d of Xo\ ember l<*ft {SpringHeld for(hiss- 
vill(S leaving a i)aft of brigade to <*onliniie shoeing, and Join me at/ 
Cassville. 1 arri\ed at Ca^svllle 0th of No\ emb(*r, Joined by lialanci^ 
of command on tln‘ 7tli, wdien, leai'iiing* that th<‘ country before ns 
wms entirely destiture of forage, andbelieA ing that fioin the thoroughly 
Jaded condition of my horses rhat an advaiu'e would insni'<* th<‘ir d<‘- 
stiucTioii, ANithoutthe remotest pros]lect of ever eatchiiignp again with 
Pri(*e,Irequest(Hlofthe cominandhiggeneral I)(q)avtment oftheJMissouri 
instructions, and rei'eivod autlu)i*ity to rctui n to Itolla. Ia‘a\ ing Cass 
Aille 1 iiroceixled through the soutlna’ii tun* of counthss via llartville 
h} easy marches, linding forage, and arriAed ai holla Nosemlxu' 15, 
1801. 

The olheers and men are entitled 1o the liighest piuise, not only for 
the gallantry Avith A\hi(^h they wiuu^ always n'mdy to atta(*k tin* supe¬ 
rior force of th(‘ enemy, but for the invariable idleerfuliiess Avith w'hi<*h 
they endured the priMitions and fatigues of this most exhausting 
campaign. Where all IniAX behaved eipially wxdl it Avere invidious to 
make any distinctions. My regimental iminmanders, <‘aeh and every one, 
did their AAdiole duty, and a\ ere AAxdl supported liy their line ofh<*ers. To 
my stati*—Oapt. H. K Cook, Kiiitli Missouri State Militia (’avahy, 
ordnance ohicer and iusinxtor; Ca]>t. C. (h Laujunt, assistant adjii 
taut-general; Lientenant Acker, SeA'entecnih Illinois Cavalry, aid<*(h*- 
<*amp—-1 am under <»bligations for their gullant sn])poil, and I would 
particulaily mention Lieut. K. (LaManning, Eighty lirsl (I. 8. Colored 
infantry, for his assiduous attention to dnf\,and his condmd in the 
face of the cmmiy. To Lieut. J, S. Ta.\Ior,\Sc(M)iid Missouri <hvaliy, 
V. S. Volunteers (^l(*rrill’s Horse), aeting assistant quartm’inastt*!*, and 
Lient. L. Whitiuy, aeting eoiuinissai.'v of snbsislcmee, 1 would hero 
make gTat(*ful acknoAvledgmeuts for the patient and thorough maiimn* 
in which they each disehiirged their <luti(‘s. Eor tin* nniubiw of hors(‘S 
absolutely destroyed by the extraordinary marcliing I was ('onnH‘lled 
to do, and the abvS(*uee ol' forage, 1 w'ould res])t‘(*tfull,> r<dei ^\ou to the 
report of Captain Cook, my iusi)ector, already submittiMl to tin* idiiid' 
of cavah‘;y\ 

I liave the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

JOU^ MdSTElL, 
BrUjadler-(jeneral^ 

('apt. J. F. Bennett, 

AsHiHiant Adjuian C (ienemh 
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Saint Ijoris, Sovember ^^6, IHbl, 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following rei>ort of my efforts to 
secure the safety of Eolla, and following that iny march to Jefferson 
City: 

Having learned from iny Arkansas scouts, as well as from information 
frci^m headquarters of tlie department, that Eolla would probably be one 
of the objective points oi‘ the rebel army under Sterling Price, in his 
re(*ent invasion of Missouri, I issued (xeneral Orders, iN'o. 35, District of 
Kolia, in which I declared Eolla a military camp. All male citizens of 
Itolla and adjacent country, including aliens and strangers temporarily 
present, were organized and pla(*ed under proper officers and set to 
work on the defenses of the ])lace. This work was carried on day and 
night. On the 3dth of October [SepteinberJ Oeneral Sanborn reported 
to me with between 1,500 and 1,600 mounted inen. The same day I 
dispatched Colonel Beveridge with two battalions of the Seventeenth 
Illinois Cavalry as a reconnaissance party to Saint James and Steel- 
ville. That night, learning that General Ewing had arrived at Leas- 
burg and was closely beleaguered by the enemy, I sent orders to Col¬ 
onel Beveridge by special messenger to march immediately to General 
Ewing’s relief. This order was most successfully executed by Colonel 
Beveridge and resulted in the safety of the toil-worn force that had so 
far successfully retreated from Pilot Knob and their arrival at Eolla, 
some 700 men and six pieces of artillery being thus rescued from the 
very grasp of the enemy. For the details of this movement I would 
respectfully refer you to the report of Colonel Beveridge, inclosed 
herewith. By the 3d of October, so assiduously and faithfully had 
the working parties performed the tasks allotted, for which too much 
p^ aise cannot be given to Col. Albert Sigel, Fifth Missouri State 
Militia Cavalry, commanding the post; Maj. C. Biehle, First Missouri 
(State Militia Infantry, commanding Fort Wyman, and to Captain 
Dette, First Missouri State Militia Infantry, commander of Star Fort, 
that I felt assured of the safety of the post, no matter by what force 
of the enemy it might be assailed. On the evening of the 3d I be(*ame 
convinced that General Price was pushing for Jefferson City. All 
communication with Saint Louis being cut off, I was compelled to act 
in the premises without consultation with headquarters. It also be- 
(‘ame known to me that one prominent object of the raid on the part of 
the enemy was the capture of the political capital of the State and the 
installation of Thomas C. Eeynolds as the constitutional Governor of 
Missouri, and the inauguration of a civil government, that, with the 
assistance of this rebel army of occupation, would be enabled to arouse 
the latent spirit of rebellion which still unfortunately existed in i^he 
minds of many citizens of Missouri. Determined if in my power to 
foil this rebel scheme, I marched from Eolla for Jeff'erson City on the 
morning of the 4th of October, 1864, taking with me every effective 
man that a due regard for the safety of Eolla would permit. The 
force was composed of Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, TJ. S, Volunteers, 
Colonel Beveridge commanding; Fifth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Eppsteiu commanding; one section Battery B, Sec¬ 
ond Missouri Artillery, Captain Sutter commanding; two sections Bat¬ 
tery H, Second Missouri Artillery, Captain Montgomery commanding; 
one section 12-pounder mountain howitzers, Fifth Missouri State Mili¬ 
tia, Lieutenant Hillerich. 

I had previously directed General Sanborn, then in camp at Cuba, to 
join me at Vienna and proceed with me to the rescue of Jefferson City. 
Arrived about dark at Vienna and found General Sanborn. It having 
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rained all day^ and having in addition to iny artillery a snp])]y train, 
heavily loaded, of forty-t^ix mule wagons, I became fearful lest General 
Price might anticipate me in reaching the fords of the Osage. I ordered 
the column to commence moving at daylight, giving General Sanborn^s 
brigade the advance, and succeeded in crossing the Osage with artillery 
and train the same day, nearly twenty-four hours in advance of General 
Price, making Jehers'on City from Eolla in two days, a distance of 
seventy miles, I reported to G eneral Brown, in command of the Centra I 
District, Department of the JVIissouri, and by his orders moved my 
brigade on the (>th of October into the works then in active state of 
preparation for defense of tlie city, where they cheerfully labored for 
thirty-six consecutive hours in completing the defenses of the line. 
Cpon the assumption of command by General Fisk I was appointed to 
the command of the right wing of the defenses of the x)lace, and the fol¬ 
low ing troops assigned me as my brigade: Third Eegiment ('avalry Mis¬ 
souri State Militia, Lieutenant-Colonel Matthews; Fifth Eegiment 
Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Lieutenant-Colonel Eppstein; Ninth 
Eegiment Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Lieutenant-Colonel Drainer; 
Seventeenth Eegiment Illinois Volunteer Cavalry, Col. John L. liever- 
idge; one regiment of infantry (Gasconade County Militia), Colonel 
Poser; one section of Battery B, Second Missouri Light Artillery; two 
sections of Battery H, Second Missouri Light Artillery; one section of 
12-pounder mountain howitzers. General Sanborn having the strongest 
})Osition on the south side of the town, 1 sent him Captain Sutter with 
his section, of Napoleon guns. The enemy having crossed Morean 
demonstrated on this position, and this section opened ux)ou the main 
column of the enemy. For iiai'ticulars I would refer to the reports ol‘ 
General Sanborn. Toward evening the Fifth Eegiment Missouri State 
Militia, posted on my left wing, had some skirmishing, but elicited noth¬ 
ing of importance; my whole force labored industriously the entire 
night in sti'engthening the defenses of the line; and learning from 
scouts that the rebels were massing their whole force in my front, I 
had all hands ready for the tight at early dawn, bnf with the appear 
ance of day came the disappearance of Price’s army. During the 
night a rebel emissary of Ins from Jefferson City informed him of m> 
arrival the day before with 2,800 men and eight piec'cs of artillery, 
whereupon, after consultation with his chief of engineers. General Shelby, 
and others, it was decided to abandon the attack and immediately move 
west. This news 1 obtained early in the morning, it coming from the 
gentleman at whose house Generals ifrice and Shelby quartered that 
night, and who was in the room during the (consultation. The enemy 
no longer threatening an attack, I was ordered to turn over the cavalry 
force imder my command to General Sanborn for servicie in the Held, 
and subsequently in the day I was ordered back to EoEa, via Saint 
Louis, by Major-General Pleasonton, commanding ti*oops in the held. 
I immediately started on horseback, accompanied by an escort of twenty 
men, and the consciousness that by the promptness of my movements 
from Eolla, although without orders fr’om headquarters, I had saved the 
capital of the State fr’om the pollution of rebel occupation, and thwarted 
the enemy in his fondest scheme of establishing a Confederate govern¬ 
ment and issuing from the capital an order for the election of a (Confed¬ 
erate legislature. 

1 cannot sufficiently commend the promptness of my officers and men 
on this expedition and the zealous industry displayed by them in work¬ 
ing on the fortifications at Jefferson City. To Brigadier-General Brown, 
commanding the Central District, and to Captain Case, assistant quar- 
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termaster, I am under for many acts of kindneSvS aiid atten- 

• tion to my officers and men. 1 readied Saint Louis October 12, at* mid¬ 
night, ^v^oere I received orders to return to the front. I started from 
Saint Louis the morning of the 14th of October, and reported to Major- 
Oeneral Eosecirans, at Jetferson City, the evening of the Ibth of Octo¬ 
ber, and by (General Field Orders, 'No, 1, was assigned to the command 
of the Second Brigade, Cavalry Division, IVIajor-General Pleasonton 
commanding. For details of the operations of the Second Brigade I 
would respectfully refer to my official report made to Major-General 
Pleasonton, commanding Cavalry Division.-^ 

J have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHlSr UcNELL, 
Brigadier- Genera Z, Commandtng. 

Oapt. d. F. Bennett, 

Assistant Adjutant- Gen1, 


No. 2S. 


Report of Stirg. William U, II, (Unidiff, Thirteenth Missoni i Cavalry,, 
Acting Medical Director, 

Eolla. Mo., December 1, 1804. 

(jENERAL: I have the honor to submit in obedience to your request 
th(^ further subjoim^d report of the casualties which occuiTed in the 
Se(*ond Brigade, First (hivaky Division, of troops in the field during 
the late ex])edition in this State and Kansas against the rebels, com¬ 
manded by General Sterling Price, and in so doing I will confine myself 
to such rei)orts as are in my ])ossession, made to me by the sm^geons 
and assistant surgeons of the respective regiments composing said 
brigade, having lost all my personal noti^s whi(*h I had made during 
the campaign for the purpose of enabling me to make a full and com¬ 
plete report of all the cavsualties occurring in my brigade in difierent 
engagements, of Independence (October 22), Big Blue (October 23), and 
Osage (October 25, 1804)*. From all the reports, together with my per¬ 
sonal knowledge, the following reiwrt vill approximate if not entirely 
cover our losses in tin* above-named battles.t 

1 would add the remark that all the eases that fell under my personal 
observation were skillfully and successfully treated by surgeons and 
assistant surgeons under my charge ui)on the most approved plan of 
army surgery. In <*onclusion, I desire to vsay that the highest praise is 
due the surgeons and assistant surgeons of the brigade for their hearty 
and efficient co-operation in caring for the si(*k and wounded during 
the arduous campaign. 

r am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. El. OUNDIFF, 

Snrg,j tSth Mo. Cav. Vols. (Fc/.), and Actg. Med, Director 2d Brig. 

Brigadier-General MoNeid, 

Oomdg, Second Brig.,, First Div. Cav.y Troops in the Feld. 

* See p. 371. 

tNominal list (omitted) shows the losses as follows; Inde 2 >endonc<‘, Mo., October 
22, 1864, 2 men killed, 4 officers and 8 men wounded. Big Blue, Mo., October 23, 
1864, 4 men wounded, Osage, Mo., October 25,1864, 1 man killed, 11 men wounded. 
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ISfo. 29. 

Reports of Col John L. Beveridge^ Seventeenth Illinois Cavalrif, 

Headquaetees Seventeenth Cavaley, 

Rolla, Jfo., October 8^ 1861* 

SiE: I have the honor to report that on the 30th nltiiiio, under 
oiders from headquarters District of Eolla, I marched with two bat¬ 
talions, 15 officers and 450 men, to Saint James. The enemy had not 
appeared at that point, but was reported at Knob View, six miles be¬ 
yond. Marching rapidly forward, I found the enemy, reported 150 
strong, had burned a few cars, plundercj^ a store, and fled southeast 
before our approach. This side of Knob View I overtook a drove of 
beet-cattle, numbering from 75 to 100, moving toward the rebel lines. 
Taking them to be supplies for the rebel army, I arrested the parties 
in charge, and sent them and the cattle back to Captain Ferguson, in 
command at Saint James, with instructions to send all to Eolla. The 
command marched along the railroad toward Cuba, and just at dark 
the rear of a column was discovered crossing the track to the left. 
Thick* woods and darkness prevented a vigorous pursuit. They went 
down Brush Creek to the north, and were probably the same party that 
committed the dei)redations at Knob View. The command encamped 
at Cuba. The enemy, Irom 200 to 400 in number, had visited Cuba the 
previous night, burning the station-house and warehouse, tearii g up 
the railroad track, and leaving about midnight. I sent Sergeant Staf¬ 
ford, Company L, and three men to Steelville, who returned at 5 a. m., 
and reported that no enemy in force had appeared at that point I 
could obtain no reliable information of the enemy. The people were 
much alarmed, and the wildest rumors prevailed. General Ewing was 
reported retreating with his command from Pilot Knob across the 
counti'y toward Leasburg, out of ammunition and subsistence, and 
severely pressed by the enemy. On the morning of the 1st I marched 
cautiously toward Leasburg, determined to eflect a communication with 
General Ewing or make a demonstration upon the enemy in his favor. 
Fortunately, no enemy impeded the march, and early in the day the 
Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry reached Leasburg, and was joyously 
greeted by the forces of General Ewing. Under the direction of General 
Ewing several scouting parties were sent out, and at night the general 
retired his force toward Eolla, two squadrons of the Seventeenth Illi¬ 
nois Cavalry, under command of Major Fisher, leading the column, and 
the other squadrons under my immediate command covering the rear. 
Captain Baker with his company (F) remained till daylight to destroy 
all Government stores abandoned. On reaching Saint James the com¬ 
mand was relieved from further duty by General Ewing, and was 
marched to camp at Eolla. 

All my officers and men behaved well, and I trust the lionor will be 
given them of having saved li‘om capture by the enemy General Ewing 
and his command and Col. Thomas 0. Fletcher, the next Governor of 
the State of Missouri. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 

JOHN L. BEVEEIDGE, 
Colonel Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry. 

Capt. C. G. Laurant, 

Assistant Adjntant-General 
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IllC\l)(2rAK*TEPS Sr.\ I^.M’EP.NTU IlEIJNOLS ('AVALIIV, 

JColIa^ H/o., Xorember i/, /^soi. 

Sir: In piirsiiauce of iiistriictioiisfrom district headquarters I have 
the honor to snbniil the following report: 

Tlic regiment, two battalions, inarched from Ttolla October 4^ 18G4, 
and arrived at Jeftersoii City, sixty-five miles, on the morning of the 
Gth. iJefore daylight'on the morning of the Ttli the regiment took its 
]>ositioii on the rigiit of the line lor the defense of the city, and was 
here Joined by (Companies and B, making total strength 22 officers 
and GliF> enlisted men. Companies V and 1) were thrown to the front 
in line of skirmishers and remained in that position till late j). m. of 
the 8th. The other eompanh^s, men and officers, disniounted, worked 
laitlitiilly and cheerfully for thirty-six hours in fortifying the line of 
(hhense, and all S(‘eme<t to regr<*t the enemy did not ai>pear to test the 
strength of their works aiid the Aalor of their arms. Late p. in. of the 
Sth tlie regiment marched out ot* the cit\ with the other forc(‘s in pur¬ 
suit of th(^ enemy. From the Sth to Octobcu* H) 1 was in command 
oi* Second ilrigad<^, U. S. Cavalry for(*e, and tlie regiment was under 
tin* imm<‘diate ('omnuind of MaJ. L. 0. Matlack. During this time it. 
performed its share of held duty, marching, picketing, and scouting. 
Major Matlack with the regiment made a reconnaissance from Cook’s 
Store to\tard Lexington, and Major Fisher with 500 men from Higgins’ 
Store to .Marshall. O<*tobei' 1!) Brig. Gen. John McK^eil assumed com¬ 
mand of the brigad(^ at Kirkpatrick’s 'Mill. The regiment marched 
with the other for(*(‘s to Lexington and westward to Independence, 
and at the engagement near Independence was dismounted and took 
its ])osition upon the h‘ll (d* the line, on the left of the Thirteenth 
IMi^souri (Rivalry liegiiiu^nt, the men falling promptly into line and 
moving rapidly forward lor two miles across fields and through 
woods. ()('1ober2J, iiiandied from lmlep(‘udence at midnight on the 
Lillh* Sania Fe road io tlu‘ Li1(l(‘ Blue, and wiiile the enemy was pass¬ 
ing to the soiithwai’d on the op])osite sid(M)f the <*reek, the regiment 
delieeding lo llie I'ight, vas ino\ed upon the (memy's Hank. The route 
wa^ through thick hiuish, and theboltojiiof the Little Blue from 50 
to 100 feet belov tlu^ siirlaias with banks steep and rocky. Com- 
l)anit*s L and JM, nmhu* (‘ommand of (hqdain Austin, in line of skir¬ 
mishers, moved through the brush across the (u^eek, and, undiscovered, 
up to the very Hank of the enemy, awaiting the support of the col¬ 
umn hetor(^ attacking. Tlie head of the column had reached the bot¬ 
tom of the Blue when ordered to retire. 

Oil the 25th, after the battle of Mine (’reek, when the brigade was 
ordmHul to tln^ trout, the regimentoemipying the center of the column 
in the order of iimrch, where the ground Avould permit by doubling up 
the ('oliiiiin, was ever at Ihe front, and made one gallant charge upon 
the enemy with sabers drawai, in column of scpiadrous. The enemy did 
not w^ait to r(H*(4v(* the <*harg(‘ and no damage was done to either party. 
In tli<^ lino of battle, uj)on the large prairie near Fort ticott, the regi- 
iiumt wuis upon the extreme left, and wuis moved in advance and to the 
left of the line in order to strike the advanee line of the enemy upon 
the right flank, and w^as on the point of charging the enemy when 
ordered to connect with hdt of lim^, and wlimi late in the day the whole 
line was ordered forward tli(‘ regiment moved rapidly forward in 
advance^ of t lu^ (*ntire brigade, oc(*upying t he position wMiere the brigade 
encamped for the night. The regiment fbllow’'ed, with the brigade, in 
pursuit of the enemy to Kewtonia and rassville, and returned thence 
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to camp at Eolla, arriving liere i^ovember 15, being out forty-three 
days, and marching from 1,000 to 1,200 miles, much of the time on 
short rations, and freipiently with no forage. 

Officers and men endured this long and arduous campaign without a 
complaint, regretting most the great loss of horses and the material ot 
w ar. 

Number of men in command at J eflei son City, 02;l. Number wounded 
and sent to hospital, 2; number sent to hospital si(*k, 23; number sent 
from Springfield to Eolla dismounted, 254; number returned mounted, 
190; number dismounted on inarch, 154; total 023. Some of the men sent 
from Springflehl, to lioJla were dismounted, and marched on foot from 
thirty to forty miles into Springfield. Of the 154 men dismounted on 
the march, a number of them have come in, others stopped at Kansas 
City and Fort Scott, and I am advised many, of them were furloughed 
and went home to vote. Number of horses aiiaiidoned and lost on the 
march. 227; number of horses turned over at Springfield and other 
points, 216; number of horses on hand, unserviceable, 103; number 
of horses on hand servi(*eable, 87. Most of the horses were lost and 
made unser\iceable on the march from Little Blue to Springfield, and 
caused by hard marching and short tbrage. Number of sets horse equip¬ 
ments lost on the march, 223number of (*arbines, &c., lost on th(^ 
march, 107; number of muskets, &c., lost on the inai’ch, 162; number 
of sabers, &c., lost on the march, 209. The horse e(iui])ments were lost 
by the horses giving out on the mar(*h, and it was impossible for tlu^ 
men to carry them. A part of the arms were those of the sick and 
wounded sent ba(*k to the hos])ital, and wer(‘ lost on the route, b> 
reason insufficient transportation, and for these neither company com¬ 
manders nor the men should be held responsible, and a part of th(^ 
arms were abandoned by the dismounted men, and I have ordered the 
company commanders to charge all such losses to the men, and have 
the same stopped against their pay. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 

JOHN L. BEYEEIHOE, 
Colonel Seventeenth lUinois Cavalry. 

Oapt. (\ Ct. Laurant, 

Assistant Adjutant-(reneraL 


No. 36. 

Report of Detachment Second Missouri Cavalry.* 

Headquarters Merrill’s Horse, 

Camp near Rolla^ Mo., Ifovember 76', 186!. 

SiR: In compliance with General Orders, No. 7, headquarters Second 
Brigade, Eolla, Mo., November 15, 1864, I have the honor to make the 
following report of the operations of a detachment of the regiment of 
Merrill’s Horse during the last campaign in Missouri: 

The detachment, consisting of about 225 veterans (just returned from 
veteran furlough) and 300 recruits that had never been drilled mountt^d, 
and but fifteen or twenty times dismounted, was ordered to be ready 
to take the field at an hour’s notice. Left Benton Barracks, Mo., on 
the 28th of September, 1864, with orders to picket the Meramec, near 
Kirkwood, Mo.; remained there until October 1,1864. The detachment 
was then ordered to Franklin, on the Pacific Eailroad, where it joined 

The original on file is without the signatuie of the writer. Caj^t. George M, 
Houston appears to have ])eeu the coiumander of the detachment, 
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Maj. Gen. A. J. Smitk’s conimaiid, and lemained until October 7. Then 
marched to within two miles of XJnion, Mo. October 8, marched twenty- 
eight miles to Boeuf Creek. October 9, received orders from General 
Smith to detail a squadron to report to him, and to march with the 
balance of tlie command to Jefferson City, Mo., as an escort to his 
Excellency Governor Hall. Arrived at Jefferson City October 11,1864, 
and reported as per Genei’al Smith’s order to Colonel Catherwood, com¬ 
manding brigade. October 12, marched forty miles through California 
to Pisgah, Mo. At this ])]ace (California) Lieut. D. O’Crane, Company 
C, Merrill’s Horse, with 100 men of same regiment, was ordered by 
Colonel Catherwood ‘^to march to La Mine Biidge, by forced march, 
and guard and hold the bridge, if imssible, until further orders; move at 
the greatest possible speed.” Lieutenant O’Crane, finding the bridge 
burnt, retiuTied to his command. October 13, marched twenty miles. 
October 14, marched forty-five miles through Georgetown toward Lex¬ 
ington. October 13, marched fifteen miles. October 10, marched to- 
\yard Dover and back again, eight miles. October 17, inarched toward 
Georgetown. October 18, in camp, October 19, General flohn McNeil 
took command of the brigade, marclied ten miles, and encamped. In 
the evening of October 20 received orders to move on toward Lexing¬ 
ton, Mo., enter and hold the town, if possible. When the detachment 
arrived within one mile and a half of town I ordered Lieutenant Meager, 
Company A, Merrill’s Horse, to proceed with his company to Lexington 
and ascertain wdiether or not Price’s forces had evacuated the toATO as 
reported. Lieutenant Meager entered Lexington about 9 p. m.; found 
some 209 dr 300 of Price’s stragglers in town; he captured two officers 
(stragglers). In tlu^ darkness of the night Lieutenant Meager could not 
distinguish friend from toe, so he quietly retired and joined his command. 
After waiting an hour for the support (Fifth IVlissouri State Militia) 
promised by General j\I(*Neil, it failed to report, so the detachment 
moved back toward the main command. October 21, marched twenty 
miles toward Independenc<\ October 22, marched thiiiy-five miles 
and participated in tlie tight at Independence. October 24, marched 
twenty-four miles. October 23, marched forty miles and participated 
in two charges, capturing some S or 10 prisoners, and in whi(*h 
some 5 or C of our nnm Avere Avounded. October 2(), marched tliirty- 
ffve miles. 0<*tober 27, marelu'd forty miles. October 28, marched 
fr‘om Carthage to Newtonia, forty miles. October 29, marched from 
NeAvtonia toAvard Springfield, tAventy miles. October 30, marched 
twenty-three miles to Turn thick Greek. October 31, marched to 
Springfield, tAventy miles. November 1 and 2, in camp at Springfield, 
having horses shod. November 3, marched tA\^enty-six miles toAvard 
Oassville, Mo. Arrived at Cassville November 6, twenty-nine miles. 
Novmnber 7, in camp all day. Nov<‘in]HT 8, marched toward BoUa, 
arriving at Eolla, Mo., Novembm* 15,1801. 


No. 31. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Joseph A. Eppstein^ Fifth 2Iissouri State Militia 

Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. EiRTn Eeot. Missouri State Militia Oav., 

Camp Laviesy RoUa, il/o., November 18y 
General : In a(*cordance Avith General Orders, No. 7, headquarters 
Second Brigade, Eolla, Mo., November 15, 1864, 1 have the honor to 
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make the following* report of the operations and pav(:i(*ipHtioQs of iny 
command diiriii.4>‘ tlie late caTn])aigii in Alissouri: 

September 30 1 received orders to proceed to Lake Springs, twelve 
miles east of this place, with all available men of my command, as a 
<*orps of observation. 1 picketed all th(^ principal roads leading to 
Lolla Irom north to southwest; had a slight encounter ou the following 
night with a small party of Shelby’s flankers, in which the enemy leit 
three dead on the ground; no easnallies on our side. I was ro(‘alle(t from 
this position with my command ou the eveuiug ol* tlu^ 3)(l of 0( tolxM*, 
1864, and reached itolla at 3 a. m. ou the 4th, irom whicdi phn^e we 
started at 10 a. m. the same day tor defterson (dry. After oni* airi\al 
at Jeliersou (hty I was assigned, with my command, tJic ])ositiou otthe 
left wing of tiie Second Brigade, being tlie soutli\\(‘st corner otthe fliK' 
of defense of said place, and commenced to r(‘pair immediateh an old 
fort found at that x)osition; at the sauu^ tim(‘ em])loy(‘(l my men in 
throwing up) breast-wxuks and litte-pits. The emuny approachcxl our 
lilies about noon ou th(‘ 7th of 0(*tober, and was k(‘pt at a res])e(dabl(' 
distance by the shells thrown amongstthem trom C'a])tain Sutter’s bat¬ 
tery. I anthdpiated the (*onceutration and the attack ot the western 
line, whi(*b was tln^ one assigned for the defense ot our brigades and 
therefore vsent out two squadrons to reemnnoiter the p)f>sitiou ami int<*u- 
tions of the enemy; found him about five miles souiliwesl l‘rom our 
line, encamped ou said night. Not seeing any signs ot aj^proaedi on the 
morning of the 8th, I sent out skirmislu‘rs to feel tite (‘uem^v, w ho be¬ 
came slightly engaged with th<M*r rear giiarel, and found Ihat.llu'ii* maiii 
force had started w'est. T them received orders to re]>oit to Bi igadi<*r- 
General Sanborn with my <‘ommaud, wdio Avas assigned lo the (‘avalr,s 
forces, to pursue, auuoj, and delay the march of th(‘ eiieui}. Left det- 
ferson City ou the Sth with a didachmeut of my regiment, 445 men in 
aggTegate. Met next luoruiug wTIh the rear of Prh'c’s army mmr 
Stringtown, on the Versailles road, about hfteen miles southwest of 
Jefferson City, from where we commenced to skirmish to California, in 
Moniteau County, Mo., from which pdace they were driven by the ibrees 
under General Sanborn. 

Left California on th(‘ 10th for Boonville, Mo., by w’ay of Tipton; 
encamped at about eleven miles south ot Doon\ille; vixxninoitered «)n 
the lltii near and around said towui. Be(*eived oiders on the evening 
of thelJthto in'oceed Avith niy cominand to Boonville on the Wi^t 
Tipjton road, if ])ossible. Started at 1 a. m. on the 13th; <*rossed Shoe¬ 
maker’s Bridge about 5 a. m., Avhere J encountercxl the rebel advam^e, 
about 300 strong. Major Kaiser, Awhoin 1 had pdaced in command ot 
my advance, consisting of Squadrons A and B, dismounted tlu^ same, 
forming a sMrmisli line on each side of the road and drove tliem ba(*k 
for about one mile, when they fell on their second position, which was 
occupied by about 800 or 000 men and very formidable, consisting ot 
barns, stables, and rail breast-works on a very commanding ridge. 
Here I ordered Squadrons 0 and D to his assistance, but his line was 
still too weak for the forces that he had to contend with. Squadron 
A, on his right, came near being taken prisoner—if it had not betm 
for the bold advance of his left wing and swinging around the rebel 
right, which made them fall back and give up their ])osition. About 
the same time I brought two uiountain hoAvitzers Avith about 300 mcii 
reserve, Avliich brought them out of the notion of regaining their 
ground; we then droA^ethem one mile farther to a third ])osition, avIkma^ 
I found their forces to outnumber mine ten to one, Avith twH) pieces ol* 
^rtzlle]‘y. There 1 did not deem it ])rndent to adA’ance farther unless 
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my rear would be covered by re-enlbrcements. I reported my condition 
to the brigade commander. Colonel Beveridge, who ordered me to with¬ 
draw my comma]id and join the division, then on the march to Cali¬ 
fornia, which was done in good order, whilst the enemy was ttoowing 
shells at us. Casualties on this occasion in my command were 13 
killed, 1 mortally wounded, and 3 slightly wounded. The enemy must 
have been seriously damaged from appearancevSj the extent I am not 
able to state. On hearing the next day that the enemy was making 
for Lexington city, we followed him in that direction by Avay of George¬ 
town; reached Cookes Store October lo; we remained there till 5 p. in. 
on the 16th, when I was ordered to make a reconnaissance to Browns¬ 
ville, Saline County, about twelve miles distant, with 400 men from my 
regiment and 100 men of the Mnth Missouri State Militia Cavahy, un¬ 
der command of Major Leonard. When I arrived within two miles of 
said place, at 9 p. m., I was informed by farmers that Price’s army was 
in camp near Brownsville. L had seen camp-hres hve or six miles dis¬ 
tant. I proceeded to Brownsville, where I learned that Shelb 5 /\s bri¬ 
gade, under (‘ommand of Jeli*. Thompson, had passed through Browns¬ 
ville about half an hour before my arrival; that he was encamx>ed at 
about five miles west of Brownsville, with two i)ieces of artillery and 
a large drove of sto(‘k, consisting of mules and cattle; that Price’s 
main force was about six miles east of Brownsville, encamped. Kot 
having any orders to proceed farther than Brownsville, I returned and 
encamped at Cook’s Store, where I reported the result of my recon¬ 
naissance. 

On the 17th the division marched back to Blackwater, where we 
drew three days’ rations and started next day to Milford’s ilill. Here 
we joined with our old and esteemed brigade commander, General 
McIJeiL Left Milford’s about 3 a. m. on the 18th. Arrived at Lexing¬ 
ton the same night at 12 o’clock just as the rear of Shelby’s brigade 
cleared the town, with some of whom we exchanged a few shots, but 
with what ehect I could not ascertain, owing to the darkness of the 
night; seven were taken prisoners. Left Lexington on the 21st at 12 
a. m.; camp at Sni Bottom; reached Big Blue about 10 a. m. 22d of Octo¬ 
ber, where we met the enemy’s rear guard and commenced skumishing. 
The enemy fell back to within gun-range from town, where he took a 
bold stand. The section of howitzers from my command, under the 
command of Lieut. A. Hillerich, with Squadrons L and M as sux)port, 
were sent to the front to open fire on the enemy, which was done efiect- 
iially. The balance of my command acted as skirmishers on foot for 
about five miles and supported the charging column. Before them the 
enemy dispersed in all directions, leaving their guns in our possession. 
Casualties in my command: 1 killed, 1 severely wounded, since died. 
From there I moved with Second Brigade southwest to intercept the 
retreating foe. Commenced to skirmish with their flankers early next 
morning and engaged the main column about 10 a. m., seven miles 
southeast of Westport; found them too strong for our brigade to over¬ 
come; were ordered to withdraw. 

On the 24th of October Second Brigade received orders to join the 
main column; was done and moved forward in pursuit of the enemy; 
caught up with them at Marais des Oygnes some time after midnight, 
where our advance opened fire on them at daybreak; we pursued them, 
crossed the river, and engaged them in battle about ten miles from the 
river. After the First Brigade’s successful operations the Second Bri¬ 
gade was ordered to advance and take up the pursuit of the defeated 
enemjT' at a gallop; caught up with him about 2 p. m., where they had 
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taken position at a very eminent point in a large eorn-keld. Here my 
command was ordered to dismount and charge the held while the bal¬ 
ance of the brigade charged mounted around the right wing. The 
charge was promptly and boldly executed by the whole brigade, dis¬ 
persing the enemy in all directions, lea^dng a large number of dead and 
wounded behind.’ About 4 j). m. we caught up with the enemy again 
near Fort Scott, where he had made a stand, forming Ins whole for<'e in 
line of battle; our forces also formed as fast as they came up and Avere 
steadily advancing on them, sending volleys from small-arms into their 
ranks from our right and our left, making them shiver and fall ba(‘k. 
Owing to the over-exertion of our horses on this day we we-^’e unable 
to execute any quick cavalry movement or charge, which eualded the 
enemy to make his escape under the cover of the darkness of nigiit 
and the smoke of prairie fire. xVfter giving our horses one night and 
a half day’s rest we renewed the pursuit of the retreating enemy in 
the direction of Newtonia, which place we reached the samt^ day. 
After General Blunt’s last engagement with the enemy in Missouri wO/ 
left Ili^'ewtonia for Springfield about noon on the 29th. * Arrived at tlie 
latter place at 3 p. m., where 1 mustered my command, it being muster 
day, and found it iu a deplorable condition; scarcely one-tenth of the 
horses were found serviceable owing to the forced marc'hes and irregular 
supplies of forage and water. After turning over the unserviceabh^ 
horses and sending the foot men ba(*k to Bolla, I left the canq) near 
Springfield on the morning of the 3d of JSTovember; 217 inen aggi(‘- 
gate. Ileached Cassville on the evening of the 0th, where Ave reinaiiu^d 
up to the 8th of NoA-ember, AA-hen the brigade started back to Rolla, IMo., 
by way of Ozark and Hartville. Whilst crossing the headwaters of the 
Roubidoux, the advance of the brigade (*aptured some bushAAdiackers, 
who informed General Mcl^leil that a cei'tain rebel of the name of King 
was in the neighborhood and leading a band of bushwhackers, upon 
which information the general directed me with my command to s<*out 
through the country and clear it of such troublesome characters Avhen- 
ever I came across them, IJpou which direction I divided my com 
maud in three detachments—one detachment, under tln^ command of 
Major Kaiser, doAAui Big Piney; one detachment, undm* command of 
Captain Cbarveaux, to Eolla by way of Licking, and i caim^ with tlie 
third detachment byAA^ayof Spring Creek. Captain Charvoauv and 
myself did not meet Avith any bushwhackers, but JMajor Kais<M‘ met 
with a small band near McOourtney’s Mill and engaged them, Avound 
ing 2 of them and captured 3 of their horses. 

The command reached Eolla on the loth of November alter a lc<lious 
and wearisome campaign of forty-eight days. 

In conclusion I must here state that Avith a feAv exce])tions Ihe offi¬ 
cers and enlisted men under my command deseiwe credit for their nob]<‘ 
(‘onduct during the late campaign. 

This report may not be as accurate and complete as it might b(‘ if‘ I 
had had the facilities of making notes and little more time to completi* 
it. In submitting it to your kind consideration I hope it will meet 
your approval. 

General, I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedi¬ 
ent servant, 

JOS. A. EPPSTEIK, 

Lieut, Col,y Gomdg, Fifth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 

Brig. Gen. John MoKeil, 

Commanding District of Rolla, 



Chap. Llir] PRICE’s MISbOURI EXPEDITION. 385 

No. 

Eejport of Col, Edichi G. Gather wood. Thirteenth Missouri Gamlry. 


HEAD(^UARTERri THIRTEENTH MISSOURI CAVALRY, 

Eolla, il/b., December 2^ IHGi. 


Captain: I have tiie honor to report the following list* of killed, 
wounded, and missing of the Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry in the late 
campaign in Missouri against the rebel army, commanded by General 
Price, viz: 

At the battle of Independence—Officers wounded, 4; enlisted men 
wounded, 7. At the battle of Osage Eiver—Enlisted men killed, 3;t 
wounded, 11 ;t missing, 1. In the battle of Glasgow—"Wounded, 1. 
Pull report of killed and wounded in this action not received. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Capt. Prank Eno, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


E. C. CATHEKWOOD, 

Golonelj Com mandIny. 


No. 33. 

Eeports of Brig. Gen. John B. Banhorn^ U. B. Army^ commanding District 
of BoutJiwest Misso 2 iri and Third Brigade^ Gamlry Division. 

Headquarters District of Southwest Missouri, 

Bpringjield, Mo., Nor>ember IB, 180i. 

Sir: I have the honor to report, for the information of the major- 
general commanding, the part taken by my command in the recent 
campaign in Missouri against the rebel army, commanded by Major- 
General Price, while reporting to Major-General Pleasoiiton: 

Under paragraph 5 of Special Orders, No. 1, dated headquarters U. S. 
forces, Jefferson City, Mo., October 8,1864,1 immediately proceeded 
with all the available cavalry force of the command and one battery of 
light artillery in the direction of the enemy. This command consisted 
of the following regiments and detachments, viz: Pirst, Third, Fourth, 
Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth feegiments Missouii State 
Militia Cavalry, Sixth and Seventh Provisional Eegiments Enrolled 
Missouri Militia, Second Arkansas Cavahy, First Iowa Cavalry, Seven¬ 
teenth Illinois Cavalry, witlx Battery H, Second Missouri Light Artil¬ 
lery, to which was added one section of Battery L, Second Missouri 
Light Artillery, the whole under command of Captain Thurber, of Bat¬ 
tery H, numbering in elfective force pressed for duty about 4,100 men. 
This force was at once organized into brigades as follows: First Brigade, 
consisting of the First, Fourth, and Seventh Missouri State Militia Cav¬ 
alry and the First Iowa Cavalry, under command of Col. John F. Phil¬ 
ips, of the Seventh Missouri State Militia; Second Brigade, consisting 
of the Third, Fifth, and Ninth Missouri State Militia Cavalry and the 
Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, with a battery of mountain howitzers, 
under command of Colonel Beveridge, of the Seventeenth Illinois Cav- 

Nominal list omitted. 

t Two of these belonged to the other regiuieuts temporarily attached to Thirteenth 
Missouri. 
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airy; Third Brigade, consisting of detacliments of the Sixth and Eighth 
Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Sixth and Seventh Provisional Enrolled 
Missouri Militia, and the Second Arkansas Cavalry, under command ot 
Col. J. J. Gravely, of the Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. The 
artillery (six guns), Captain Thurber commanding, was attached to the 
division generally to act under my orders. The Eirst Brigade, Colonel 
Philips commanding, already in motion, was ordered to continue its 
march on the Jefferson City and Springfield road toward Versailles and 
Warsaw, and the Second and Third Brigades were ordered forward 
along the line of the railroad toward California and Tipton; Before I 
left Jefferson City artillery firing was heard in the direction of the Spring- 
field road, and soon after 1 received a dispatch from Colonel Philips 
informing me that the enemy had made a stand at the crossing of the 
Moreau, occupying a very strong position, and that artillery was needed 
to enable him to carry this position without serious loss. The Second Ar¬ 
kansas Cavalry had already been sent to his support, and I immediately 
ordered the rest of the Third Brigade, Colonel Gravely commanding, 
with one section of Thurber’s battery, to turn off from the California 
road, and move forward to the support of Colonel Philips. The enemy 
retired from the Moreau before the arrival of Colonel Gravely, with 
some loss in killed and wounded, leaving about seventy horses aban¬ 
doned on the field, j^o loss was sustained by my command. The Eirst 
and Third Brigades and one section of artillery bivouacked on and near 
the Moreau that night, and the Second Brigade, with three sections of 
artillery, at Gray’s Creek, about ten miles from Jefferson City, on the 
California road. 

At daylight on the 9th the entire force of the enemy moved forward 
raindly on the Springfield road toward Versailles from its place of 
bivouac east of Eussellville, the Third Brigade moving in pursuit. The 
Second Brigade moved across by a neighborhood road from the Cali¬ 
fornia road to the Siiringfield road and advanced to the support of the 
Third Brigade, already engaged with the enemy’s rear guard. The 
enemy resisted the advance of the column strongly with a heavy lino 
of dismounted skirmishers and strong reserves while passing through 
the heavily timbered country cast of Eussellville. The entire Third 
Brigade was immediately formed in line, with a line of dismounted 
men as skirmishers in fi'ont, and tlie other brigades moved forward in 
support. The enemy, on ac(*ountof the timber and formation of ihe 
ground, was able to resist the advance of our skirmishers to such an 
extent that it was deemed pro])er to cha-rge with a mounted force through 
the enemy’s line of skirmishers and attack his reserves. This was a(*- 
complished by a detachment of the Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 
under Lieut. E. B. Eiggs, Company K, Sixth IMissouri State Militia, and 
the enemy retreated rapidly through Eussellville, leaving several dead 
on the field. My loss in this affair was Lieut. E. B. Itiggs killed and 
— wounded. Lieutenant Eiggs was a most gallant officer, and fell 
within five yards of the enemy’s reserves, which he was charging so 
vigorously. The Seventh Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, de¬ 
ployed avs skfrmishers, and the Sixth and Eighth Cavalry Missouri 
State Militia, Avhich were also engaged, behaved most gallantly. This 
cleared the road to the open prairie, on which the enemy’s columns 
and trains were plainly visible within artillery range. When my ad¬ 
vance emerged frnm the woods artillery was immediately opened upon 
the flying columns, which continued to move forward toward Versailles 
until it had passed every road turning to the right toward California 
but one, viz, the road at High Point. This movement of the enemy 
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induced me to move by the sliortest route and by a rapid march to 
Oaliibrnia for the i)urp 0 wse of striking hivS dank if he should turn north 
toward Boonville at Higli l^oint, and also for the purpose of moving 
rapidly on his flank during the night toward ^Ya^saw, with a view of 
reaching that point before him, if he continued his march in that direc¬ 
tion. The First Brigade, with one section of artillery, led in this 
march and the Second and Third Brigades followed, with another 
section of artillery with the rear brigade. Tlie head of the coliiuiTi 
emerged from the timber upon the open prairie near California about 
r> p. m., and found a large force of the enemy in that town, a portion 
engaged in tearing up the railroad and a large for(*e in line of battle. 
The enemy opened with one section of artillery upon my advance 
immediately. The First Brigade was at once formed in close column of 
squadrons in rear of the crest of a ridge running east and west, about 
half a mile south of the town, and dismounted and formed line in rear of 
this crest, the right extending northeast of the California and Eussell- 
ville road, on wluch my command was marching, and the left extending 
in a soutliwesterly direction across this road toward the road leading 
from California to High Point. The section of artillery with the First 
Brigade, under Captain Thurber, wont into position on the left of the 
road about 700 yards from the enemy’s guns and opened a well-directed 
fire. Tlu*ee squadrons of the First Iowa Cavalry, mounted, were 
ordered to our extreme left on the road leading from California to 
High Point, as a i)arty of observation. The Second and Third Brigades 
were still in reserve with the exception of two regiments. The line 
was ordered to advance and moved forward with the utmost alacrity. 
The eu(uny soon ceased his fire and as the left of oxir line entered the 
town he fled with great precipitancy, leaving five dead on the field. 
Our loss was one man wounded in the First Brigade. It was now 
dark. Slielby’s division moved to and occuxjied Boonville during the 
night. The main body of the enemy bivouacked on the Moniteau and 
moved out on the Boonville road at daylight. My command started 
at daylight also, and moved through Tix)ton, bivouacking for the night 
within nine miles of Boonville, on the Tipton and Boonville road. 
During the evening Fagan’s division was reported moving into Eoon- 
ville. Early in the morning of the 11th the Sixth Provisional Eegi- 
meiit Enrolled JVIissouri Militia was sent across to the Boonville, Pisgah, 
and California road, with orders to lieutenant-Colonel McMahan, com¬ 
manding, to advance up that road as far as possible. The balance of 
the Third Brigade was ordered forward on the Tix)toii and Boonville 
road. At the same time Colonel Epi)stein, of the Fiftii Missouri State 
Militia Cavalry, Avas ordered to proceed west to tlie Boonville and 
Georgetown road, and advance \\]> that roa<l, driving in the enemy’s 
Xnekets and ascertaining Avhether tlie enemy had moved west or not. 
The Second Arkansas Cavalry, which had the advance of the Third 
Brigade, on the Tipton road, encountered the enemy’s pickets about 
three miles south of Boonville, and drove them in in the most spirited 
manner. Tlie enemy deployed a line of skirmishers about two miles in 
length. The Sixth Provisional Enrolled Misvsouri Militia came up on 
the Pisgah road without opi)()sition and Joined the Second Arkansas 
Cavahy, and the enemy’s skirmish line, though repeatedly re-enforced, 
was driven back to his main line. Lieutenant Gideon, Company H, 
Sixth Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, with one company ad¬ 
vanced into the outskirts of the town'and entered, and for .a short time 
occui)ied two or three houses for protection to his men. The enemy 
ox^ened artillery ux^on these houses and the line, and his main line 
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opened fire. 1 ordered the line to retire, the enemy advancing but a 
short distan(*e as it withdrew. The line was ordered to advance again, 
and moved forward to within short musket-range of the euemy^s main 
line. A dispatch from Colonel Eppstein, on the Georgetown road, an¬ 
nounced that no portion of the rebel army had moved west, and I with¬ 
drew my lines to the south side of the Petit Saline. In the affair of 
this day my loss was 1 man killed and — v ounded. The enemy’s loss 
is known to have been 15 killed, and 28 so severely wounded that 
they could not be moved, and a large number were wounded and 
taken along with the army. Several officers, one a colonel, were re¬ 
ported among the rebel wounded. My command had been out of 
rations for thirty-six hours, the men had become much exhausted, and 
I could not learn of any train on the way to me. I determined to 
]nove toward California in the morning, until I should meet a subsist¬ 
ence train, and return immediately upon procuring supifiies. Four 
days’ rations were procured and issued at California, and the command 
moved back to its position in front of Boonville by 10 o’clock on the 
morning of the 13th of October. Colonel Catherwood’s brigade of vet¬ 
eran troops, 1,500 strong, reported to me at California and held the ad¬ 
vance in this day’s march. A reconnaissance made by a detachment of 
the Seventh Kansas Cavalry, under Captain Turley, developed the fact 
that the enemy had left Boonville on the morning of the 13th and 
moved westerly, crossing the La Mine Eiver at Dug Ford and Scott’s 
Ford. My apprehension was that the enemy would move by rapid 
marches to Lexington and into Kansas, and thereby prevent the organ¬ 
ization and concentration of the troops of that department on the border 
against him, and at the same time place so great a distance between his 
army and the infantry and cavahy of this department, then moving to 
the front in support of my command, that it would be impossible for 
them to join me if I should follow him, and thereby avoid a battle with 
the large number of troops then being marshaled for that purpose or 
with any command larger than my own. Hence all my movements 
after the enemy left Boonville were made with the view of holding 
the enemy in or near Saline County until the Kansas troops were 
organized and on the border, and Winslow’s brigade of cavalry and 
General A. J. Smith’s command of infantry and artillery should be 
within striking distance. I therefore moved iny command, with the 
exception of a small force under Oaxituiu Turley, which was ordered to 
follow the enemy’s trail by Kebo Clmr(*h, through Georgetown up the 
Georgetown and Lexington road to Cook’s Store, arriving at this x)oiut 
at 3 p. m. on the 15th day of October, with the view of resisting the 
advance of the enemy, and attacking his flanks if he should advance 
immediately. 

After the first day’s march from Boonville the enemy moved slowly, 
portions of his command halting a short time near Marshall, ArroV 
Bock, and Waverly. Detachments from my command reconnoitered the 
l>osition and movements of the enemy daily. On the 17th day of Octo¬ 
ber some movements were reported that indicated a design on the part 
of the enemy to move southeast through Marshall, and his advance not 
having appeared at Dover I moved south to the Blackwater to be in a 
better position to strike the enemy if he should move in that direction. 
Subsistence supplies had also been exhausted for two days, and it was 
absolutely necessary to get a train from Sedalia. Immediately upon 
my command moving south to the Blackwater the enemy commenced 
moving west rapidly. Subsistence was obtained and issued on the 19th 
day of October, and on this day I received the first dispatch from Gen- 
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eral Blunt, giving tlie force and position of the troops from Kansas and 
indicating a state of readiness on the part of General Curtis and him 
self. On the same day I received information from your headquarters 
of the arrival of Winslow^s brigade of cavalry and General Smithes 
corps at Sedalia, and your order reorganizing the cavalry and taking 
immediate command. I sent a dispatch to Major General Blunt immedi¬ 
ately upon receiving his dispatch informing him of the position of the 
enemy and of all our forces and intended movements, and having on 
this day, by order of the general commanding, moved the First Brigade 
to Boonville and the Second Brigade to Kirkpatrick^s Mill, I moved 
with the Third Brigade to Cook’s Store and halted. At 3 p. m. I 
received a dispatch If-oin Major-General Blunt, then in Lexington, and 
sent one immediately in return. I ordered Col. John E. Phelps, Second 
Arkansas Cavalry, to move forward on the Dover road at midnight till 
he should strike the main body of the enemy or reach the Missouri 
lliver. At 3 a. m. a dispatch from him annouiu^ed that the rebel army 
had been moving through Dover west during the afternoon and even¬ 
ing of the 19th, and that cannonading was heard late in the evening in 
the direction of Lexington, adding that he would move forward and 
attack the force remaining in Dover. This information was immediately 
communicated to the general commanding, and the entire [force] at 
once commenced advancing. I sent dispatches to General Blunt on the 
evening of the 19th and again on the morning of the 20th. None of 
these divSpatches reached him, and I consider it the most unfortunate 
thing of the campaign that he did not know our position and plans at 
this time. A determined stand by the forces in the enemy’s front at 
Lexington, Little Blue, or Independence, which would have been made, 
of course, if the commanding offi(‘ers had been fully advised of our posi¬ 
tion and intended movements, would have brought all our forces, includ¬ 
ing the infantry, into action, and the entire destruction of the enemy 
would seem to have been made certain. 

On this day. General Pleasonton coming ui) in person, I assumed 
command of my brigade and moved forward in support of General 
McNeil’s brigade, which held the advance. On the following day, 21st, 
I moved in the same order to Independence, where the leading brigade 
became quite heavily engaged with the enemy. Pursuant to orders 
ft’om the general commanding I moved my brigade to the right of the 
Second Brigade under a severe artillery lire, dismounted the men, 
formed in two lines, and advanced rapicUy on the left of the enemy’s posi¬ 
tion. Colonel Phelps, Second Arkansas Oavaliy, held the advance and 
moved forward through gardens, yards, and streets so raxiidly that he 
captured a staff officer of General Cabell’s and the general’s sword, and 
their whole line commenced giving way. A charge by the Thirteenth 
Missoirri Veteran Cavalry, simultaneously made, carried everything, and 
the enemy was routed, losing his artillery and many prisoners. The 
enemy reformed on the west bank of Stony Creek, and 1 moved by a 
(‘ircuitous route on our right with a view of turning this position. But 
before I reached the desired position the gallant fighting of Winslow’s 
brigade had forced the enemy back, and he was at this time, though 
long after dark, fighting heavily and driving the enemy rapidly toward 
tlie Big Blue. At 5 o’clock on the following morning I moved forward 
to the support of the First Brigade, holding the advance. This bri¬ 
gade commenced advancing at 7 o’clock and in a short time was hotly 
engaged with the enemy at the Big Blue, advancing and driving the 
enemy in the most gallant manner. Soon after my command reached 
the front line the Second Arkansas Cavalry was dismounted and 
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ordered to advance against tLe enemy’s riglit. The regiment moved 
forward and the enemy fell back, whereupon, pursuant to an order 
from the general commanding, I charged with the rest of my brigade 
in line and drove the enemy back to the Harrisonville road, a distance 
of some three miles. The lines were now reformed and soon the order 
eanie to charge again. In this instance the order was given directly 
to regimental commanders in two or three cases, and the points at 
whicii the several regiments were to strike the enemy’s line were not 
designated. The result was that, although the troops charged with 
the greatest gallantry and carried the enemy’s position, the charge was 
made so far to our right that the enemy was allowed to escape with his 
artillery on the Harrisonville road. My line iiniiicdiately preceding 
the charge had been a little confused by one ol'our own batteries open¬ 
ing upon it from the rear, and hence was not in as good a position as it 
was a few moments before. As it was, the enemy burned a large num¬ 
ber of wagons and abandoned a large amount of artillery, ammunition, 
and other property. The Second Arkansas Cavalry ]nirsued the enemy 
across the creek south, killing 8 of them in a skirmish at ihe cveok. My 
(‘ommand moved forward this night to Little Santa Fe, and tlu^ follow¬ 
ing day, the 24th, it moved to the immediate vicinity of the Alarais des 
Cygnes, a distance of sixty miles, passing the (*ommands of Generals 
Curtis and Blunt, and taking the advance on the road twelve miles 
south of this point, followed by the First, Second, and Fourth Bri¬ 
gades, all having been placed by General Pleasonton under my direc*- 
tion for the night. My advance reached this i>oint a little after mid 
night and immediately commenced skirinishing with the enemy. The 
road leading to the Trading Post, on the Marais des (\ygncs, passes 
through a gap between two high mounds about half a mile from the 
river, each from one-half to a mile in length. Col. J. J. Gravely, 
Fighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia with his own regiment and the 
Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Maj. William Plumb command¬ 
ing, was ordered to advance until the position of the enemy should lx* 
fully developed. The night waswlark and it was I'aining ht^avily. 
Colonel Gravely advanced gallantly with his command and the enemy 
opened musketry fire from the gap. The line was deployed as skir¬ 
mishers and advanced towai‘d the base of the mounds. The enemy 
oi)ened a line of fire from the foot, sides, and summits of the mounds 
and the intervening ga^), and in an instant the clamor and noise of 
many voices indicated that we were near the position of the enemy. 

My ignorance of the topography of the country, the impenetrable dark¬ 
ness and incessant rain, induced me to postpone a general attack until 
4 o’(*lock in the morning. Previous to this hoiH Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ben teen, commanding Fouilih Brigade, had by my order sent one regi¬ 
ment of his brigade along a road leading west to a ford about tliree 
miles above the Trading Post and the place where the enemy was camped, 
and had sent forward the Fourtli Iowa Cavalry to rei)ort to Colonel 
Gravely and assist him in taking possession of the two mounds. Col¬ 
onel Gravely was ordered to advance and occupy the summits of the 
two mounds and the intervening gap without delay, and Captains Thur- 
ber and Montgomery were ordered to open lire with all their guns at 
16 degrees elevation, bearing across the right end of the mound on our hdt 
through the gap, the mounds and gap being now just viwsible through 
the receding darkness. The Fourth Iowa Cavalry gained tlie mound 
on our right without serious opposition, but Colonel Gravely met with 
strong resistance in his advance toward the crest of the mound on our 
left. The enemy’s line extended the entire length of this mound, and 
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as our line advanced it opened a rapid but ill-directed dre. The line 
formed by the Sixth and Eighth Cavaliy Missouri State Militia, almost 
era^vling upon the gTOund by reason of the abrupt assent, moved 
steadily forward until within a few yardvS of the enemy, when a loud 
cheer from our line, followed by one or two sharp volh*ys of musketry, 
l)roclaimed the position gained. Captains Thurber and Montgomery 
had kept up a steady dre from their batteries during this advance, and, 
as was afterward ascertained, many of their shell exploded in the enemy’s 
camp, creating the greatest excitement and confusion. General Uleas- 
onton was now upon the ground and ordered me to advance my line to the 
Marais des Cygnes and cross the river as soon as possible. This order 
was immediately executed, and in a few moments my command occui)ied 
the ground just abandoned by the enemy, who left one piece of artillery 
and 5 nany Avagons, horses, mules, cattle, sheep, cooking utensils, &e. 
Colonel Phelps, Second Arkansas Cavalry, was directed to take the 
advance and move forward as rapidly as possible. He soon reached 
the rh^er and found tlie enemy busily engaged felling trees across the 
road on the opposite side. The Seventh Provisional Slnrolled Missouri 
Militia Avas at on(*e dismounted and tlirown across the riA^er, about 400 
yards aboA^e the ford, and ordered to advance as skirmishes doA\^n the 
riA^er till it should reach the ford. Colonel Pheli)S at the same time 
adATxnced, luider a heaAy musketry tire, and the enemy was driven from 
his i)osition opi)osite tiie ford, Avherc he had felled but two trees of 
moderate size across the road. The Second Arkansas Cavalry con¬ 
tinued to adAmnce, followed by the Sixth and Eighth CaAmlry Jlissouri 
State Militia, Avdiich Avere already nearly exhausted from their labors 
during the night. The other two regiments of my brigade Avere still 
deployed as skirmiwshers. Upon reaching the open praixie, about half a 
mile from the ford, the enemy displayed a long line of battle, sui>ported 
by one section of artillery. 1 ordered Colonel Pheli)S not to charge this 
ifne until other troops came up, unless he AA^as (*ertain that he (*ould break 
it and capture the artillery, and proceeded to the ford to hurry ui) some 
artillery and other troops. The enemy had already opened his ai'tilleiy 
and General Pleasonton was at the lord, throwing forward troops and 
artillery as rapidly as x)ossible. Colonel Phelps, with his regiment, 
aided by the Sixth and Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, dis¬ 
mounted, had already charged the enemy’s position and had forced 
them to yield. A section of artillery now came up and was immediately 
placed in position on our left Avithin good range of the enemy’s guns 
and opened fire rapidly. Colontd Phelps came forward Avith his entire 
brigade upon the gallop, and adA^anced upon the enemy’s left, and Col¬ 
onel Beiiteen brought his brigade upon the field Avith similar spirft, 
although two of his regiments had been on duty nearly the entire night, 
and advanced against the enemy’s center. The Third Brigade bearing 
strongly to the left at this time, the enemy gave way immediately, fol¬ 
lowed rapidly by Philips’ and Benteen’s brigades, and fied with such 
precipitancy that it seemed improbable that he would form again soon. 
My brigade having been on duty all night and engaged all the morn¬ 
ing without anything for horses or men to eat, by i)ermission of the 
general commanding I fell to the rear to feed for a few moments. 
Hardly were the horses unbridled when musketry firing was again 
heard beyond a ridge to the front, which Avas soon folloAved by artil¬ 
lery. To horse! ” AA^as immediately sounded, and the brigade moved 
oft* on a gallop to the scene of confli(*t. Before it could reach the spot, 
however, the impetuosity and gallantry of the First and Fourth Bri¬ 
gades had broken the enemy’s line, captured his artillery, and i^nt him 
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to complete rout. 1 moved forward rapidly and took tlio advance 
again about three iiiilCvS from the battle-field, and moved forward in 
line at a walk until near the Little Osage, where the enemy had re¬ 
formed under cover of thick timber and brush, at which point I re¬ 
ceived an order from the general commanding* to charge their position 
and move through the timber to the open prairie bej^ond and there halt 
and reform. The brigade charged the enemy concealed in the timber 
in the most gallant manner; drove him across the Little Osage and 
through the timber, where we halted and reformed the line. Three 
full lines of the enemy were visible within rifle-range, and the command 
became so eager for the fray that it seemed impossible to restrain 
them, and the entire brigade charged the enemy again, without any 
orders, and drove him fully four miles, killing and wounding many, 
cai>tui‘ing a number of prisoners, and compelling the enemy to burn a 
large number of wagons and other property; nor would the brigade 
have halted here, but the powers of nature botli of men and horses Inid 
failed, and not even the excitement of battle could keep them up longer. 
The Second Brigade moved on in pursuit, and after an hour’s rest my 
command moved forward, but could not again reach the enemy that 
day, and moved to Fort Scott for subsistence, and there rested for one 
day. On the morning of the 27th I left Fort Scott with my command 
and one section of Montgomery’s battery, under Lieutenant Smiley, 
with the hope of striking the enemy one more blow in the vicinity of 
Newtonia or Neosho, as it was probable that he would make a short 
stay there to obtain supplies before entering the desert region of 
Northern Arkansas. I marched sixty-two miles that day, keeping the 
artillery and teams along, and reached Newtonia on the 28th about 4 
p. m., having marched 104 miles with artillery and a train in thirty-six 
hours. I found General Blunt heavily engaged with the enemy, his 
line slowly receding, and the enemy’s line extending much beyond his 
on both flanks, advancing rapidly ui)on the right and left. General Blunt 
directed me to form upon Ids left, and if possible to turn the enemy’s 
right. The horses being exliausted and the fields intersected with 
stone walls and other obstacles, I was induced to dismount my com¬ 
mand and the regiments were ordered to advance as fast as they 
could dismount and form. The Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia 
was the first to meet the advancing force of the enemy. This regiment 
advanced most gallantly, and liad fired two or three volleys in rapid 
succession, when a triumphant cheer from the line announced that the 
enemy had turned and was falling back. All the regiments of the bri¬ 
gade "behaved with equal promptness and vigor, and the enemy was 
driven back some three miles, when darkness, the flight of the enemy, 
and the exhaustion of our troops closed the battle and the ])ursuit. 
During the night I received the orders of the general commanding to 
proceed with my command to Springfield and assume command of my 
district, and on the following morning I moved in compliance with said 
order. 

In a campaign of greater hardships and privations for its duration 
than any in which I have ever taken part, the troops of my entire 
(‘ommand conducted themselves in the most uncomplaining, energetic, 
and gallant manner. I neither saw nor heard of a single straggler 
during the campaign, and the greatest effort required of me was to 
3 estrain the advance from a general attack upon the enemy until the 
rear was in supporting distance. The commanders of brigades. Colonel 
Philips, of the Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia; ('olonel Bev¬ 
eridge, of the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, and Colonel Gravely, of 
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the Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, tliroughout the eaiup^iign, 
while under iny command, (conducted themselves in the most energetic 
and soJdierly manner, and have earned the gratitude and conMenee 
of the country. My staff officers—Capt. William T. Kittredge, assist¬ 
ant adjutant-general^ Sui*g. H. H. Maynard, acting medical director; 
Maj. A. B. Freeburn, Second Arkansas Cavaliy; Capt. JohnG, (Juinn, 
Sixth Cavaky Missouri State Militia; Capt. Charles W. Eubey, Sixth 
Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia; Lieut. S. Lee Davis, Seventh 
Minnesota Infanti*y, and Lieut. B. E. Mui*phy, Eighth Cavalry Mis¬ 
souri State Militia, my personal aides, and Lieut. George Graves, Sixth 
Provisional Eegiment Enrolled Missouri Militia, acting commissary of 
subsistence, and Lieut. Samuel Turner, Sixth Provisional Eegiment 
Enrolled Missouri Militia, acting quartermaster—conducted themselves 
throughout the entire campaign in the most prompt, energetic, and gal¬ 
lant manner. 

During the campaign my brigade captui'ed 1 piece of artillery, 250 
stand of small-arms, and 800 prisoners, including those captured in 
the district. The casualties in my brigade during the entire campaign 
were 1 officer killed and 5 officers wounded, and 9 enlisted men Idlled 
and 70 enlisted men wounded, and 1 man missing, as will appear more 
fully from the accompanying lists. Reports from subordinate com¬ 
manders are transmitted heremth. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHl^ B. SAmiOElSr, 
Brigadier-General^ Vommanding, 

Lieut. Clifford Thomson, 

Acting AsHintant Adjutant-General^ Caralry Division, 


List of officers and men killed, xoomded^and missing in the Third Brigade, Caralrg Liris- 
ion, in the campaign against the rebel army under General Price, in Missouri, during 
the month of October, 1864, 

RECAPITULATION. 


Regiment. 

Killed. 

W oundetl. 

Missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

g 

s 

Total. 

Officers. 

1 

Total. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

6th Cavalry Missouri State Militia ... 
8th Cavalry Missouri State Militia . . 
6th Provisional Enrolled Missouri 
MiUtia. 

2(1 Arkansas Cavalry. 

] 

1 

1 2 

5 

l! 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

17 

22 

26 

1 

10 

24 

28 

10 




20 

27 

33 

11 


1 

1 





Total. 






1 


10 

o 

75 

80 


1 

1 

91 




JOHN B. SANBOEN, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters District of Southwest Missouri, 

Springfield^ ilfo., Novemher 13^ 186d, 
Colonel: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of my command during the late movement of the rebel army 
under General Price into and through this State: 

Preiiarations for this campaign on the part of the rebels commenced 
ill the valley of the White Eiver about the 10th of June last. General 
Shelby arriving there with his division, seizing all mills and horses 
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for Government use, and commencing’ a rigid conscription, as coinmii- 
nicated in my telegrapliic dispatclies to department headq^uarters on 
the 15th and 16th of that month. 

On the-day of September I was informed from dei)artment head¬ 

quarters that Pri(‘e had crossed the Arkansas, and on the following 
day my scouts brought in the same rei)ort, stating that his command 
consisted of a large mounted force and some twenty piec'cs of artillery, 
with a train of about 600 wagons. 

‘On the 23d of September it was ascertained that the rebel army was 
moving toward Batesville. I had already concentrated all the troops 
that could be spared from, the various outposts of this district, and at 
once sent out a detachment of 100 men of the Sixth Provisional En¬ 
rolled Missouri Militia, under Oaptain Sallee, to re(»onnoiter. He moved 
to a point below the mouth of the North Pork of tlie White Eiver, and 
returning on the 2Gth day of September reported the entire for<*e of the 
enemy moving rapidly up the Blackwater. 

On the 27th day of September, pursuant to a telegraphic order from 
the general commanding, dated September 26,1804, 1 moved with all 
my available cavalry force in the direction of Bolla, leaving a sufficient 
force at this place to make it reasonably secure. I arrived at Eolla 
with my command, consisting of about 1,500 cavalry, at 3 p. m. on the 
29th, making the entire distance of 120 miles in fifty-eight hours. 

On the evening of October 1 information was received that General 
Ewing and his command were at Limsbui’g, liard jn'essed by tlio enemy. 
On the folloTv ing morning 1 moved my command to Saint J ames. Soon 
after my arrival tliere 1 ie(*eived information from Colonel Beveridge, 
Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, Avho had been ordered to Leasburg by 
General McNeil, that he was wdthin a few miles of that jdace, and had 
met with no opposition. This seemed to indicate conclusively that the 
enemy had moved forward on a line of march east of Leasburg, and i 
abandoned the idea of moving any farther down the road. 

At 1 a. m. on the 2d of October 1 received a verbal message from 
^ General Ewing, through a Mr. Smith, of thiba, stating that the enemy 
was still near him in heavy force and that it would be im])rudent for 
him to move out with his small force. 1 immediately ordered Col. 
John E. Phelps to proceed with his own regiment, the Second Arkansas 
Cavalry, and the Seventh Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia to 
Leasburg and to cover any movement that General’Ewing might 
desire to make. This order was executed promptly, but this force met 
General Ewing’s command at Knob View. The enemy was still re¬ 
ported in the immediate vicinity of the railroad. A train of cars had 
been left at Leasburg, and early on tlie following morning I moved for¬ 
ward to Cuba, repaired the track, seut down to Leasbui‘g and brought 
the ti’ain out unharmed, and at the same time learned that the entire 
force of the enemy had crossed the road near Sullivan and moved in a 
northwest direction. I communicated my information and intentions 
to General McNeil and received word that he would be at Vienua witli 
his command the next evening. I moved with my command at day¬ 
light the next day, October 4, joined McNeil at Vienna that evening, 
and reached Jefferson City in thirty-six hour's after leaving Cuba, a 
distance of about eighty miles, crossing the ford on the Osage but a 
few hours before the enemy. 

At the Osage information came ftom -by an orderly that the 

enemy was already across the Osage at a point farther down and his 
advance fighting at the Moreau. This induced me to move my com¬ 
mand ftom the Osage forward to the Moreau before reporting to Gen¬ 
eral Brown. 
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About 4 p. m. on tlie following clay, October C, tbe enemy commenced 
skirmishing with my pickets on the Bolton Ferry road, but fell back 
when stoutly resisted. At 7 o’clock on the following morning the 
enemy made an attack on this road in heavy force. The regiments 
of my brigade, with the exception of the Sixth and Eighth Cavalry 
Missouri State Militia, had been moved into town and assigned to their 
positions as indicated by General Fisk, who had now assumed command. 
Colonel Gravely, Eighth Missouri State Militia, was assigned to the 
command of the two regiments left at and beyond the Moreau on this 
road, with instructions to fall back slowly, fighting, before the enemy. 
Colonel Gravely maneuvered his line handsomely, and punished the 
enemy very severely beyond and at the Moreau, and from the Moreau 
to the Fair Grounds, upon a road leading in upon our left, commanded 
by General Brown. I therefore requested General Brown to relieve 
the two regiments of my command, which had now been engaged over 
four hours, at a point about a quarter of a mile south of the Fair 
Grounds, that I might move them to their positions in the line before 
the engagement should become general. A regiment, or part of a 
regiment, of infantry came forward to take the place of the cav¬ 
alry. This regiment seemed to be inexperienced and was badly 
managed, and broke and fled upon the withdrawal of the cavalry, 
both infantry and cavalry sustaining some loss in the movement. 
The enemy, whose main column, not yet deployed, was now mov¬ 
ing in full view down the road, seemed to take great courage and 
rushed on rapidly. The main column was now in easy range of 
my artillery, and 1 immediately sent orders to Captain Sutter to o])eu 
lire with his guns (12-pounder Kapoleons) upon it, and after a few 
shots the enemy halted and then fell back behind the crest of a ridge. 
Ills column was soon visible, moving past our center, about one mile 
in onr front, covered by a long line of battle. It was then supposed 
that ho was moving a portion of his force to onr right, and making 
preparations for a general attack all along onr lines. The enemy made 
no further attack during the day, and no demonstrations during the 
night, and this induced the belief that he was retreating. 

At sunrise on the following morning 1 directed Colonel Phelps, Sec¬ 
ond Arkansas Cavalry, to advance with one battalion of his command 
and attack that portion of the enemy’s line still visible in our front, 
which order was obeyed with the greatest promptness. The enemy 
skirmished pretty heavily at first, but upon a charge being made \vith 
two squadrons mounted, ho broke and fled, x>ursued for nearly two 
miles by the charging force. In this affair the enemy lost 1 man killed 
and the usual proportion of wounded. Our loss was 1 man wounded. 
The results of this reconnaissance were immediately communicated 
to the general commanding. Shortly afterward I received orders from 
Major-General Pleasontoii, who had now assumed command of all the 
U, S. forces at Jefferson City, to pursue the enemy at once and as far 
as practicable, with all the available cavalry. A portion of our cavalry 
was already iu pursuit, under orders from General Fisk, and the bal¬ 
ance of the force was immediately ordei*ed to march. A full account 
of my operations under this order is included iu my report to Major- 
General Pleasontoii.* 

On the-day of November I received the telegraphic order of the 

general commanding tlie department to take command of the troops 
coiuiiosing General MclSTeiPs brigade and Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen’s 
brigade, and with this force and aU the available cavalry force of the 
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district to coiitimie tlie pursuit of tlie enemy to or beyond tbe Arkan¬ 
sas, until be was fiillv witbin tbe grasp of tlie troops of General Bteele, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen^s brigade-was already neai* Fayetteville 
and was directed to (*o-operate witb General Curtis, then in pursuit of 
the enemy. All tbe cavalry of this district available for held service 
Avere ordered to concentrate at Cassville. General JMc'NeiPs brigade 
being in an unsuitable condition for tbe field, on account of the exhaus¬ 
tion of fcbe horses and men in tbe pursuit of Price already made, Avas 
directed to remain at Springfield until further orders. General IMcKeil 
having raised tbe question of rank, and tbe orders of the general com¬ 
manding having been made knoAAm to him by me, acted upon his oavu 
judgment. 

On tbe morning of tbe-day of ^November I directed Major IVIel- 

ton, Second Arkansas CaA^alry, to move Avitb 400 men via Cane Hill to 
Fort Smith, communicate witb General Thayer, commanding at that 
post, and ascertain if be needed any assistance, and ascertain also tbe 
amount of ordnance and subsistence stores at Fayetteville and Fort 
Smith. Major Melton reached Fort Smith on the morning of tbe 8th 
Avitbout opposition. General Thayer communicated to me that every¬ 
thing was in a satisfactory condition and that Price bad moved AA^est 
from Cane Hill. I also receded information that Price crossed the 
Arkansas with Shelby’s and Marmaduke’s divisions on the evening ot 
tbe 7tb instant, at Webber’s Falls, and that Fagan witb G,000 men had 
moved east. The country which tbe enemy bad reached being desti¬ 
tute of all forage, and there being but small prospect of doing him any 
damage by further pursuit, I directed that tbe same be abandoned, and 
ordered the troops to their respective i)osts. 

During my absence from the district tbe troops and militia in tbe 
district were kept busily engaged attacking, disfersing, and driving 
out bodies of tbe enemy attempting to pass through the district, tbe 
'enemy sustaining serious loss. 

On tbe 29tb of October Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron, Second Arkan¬ 
sas Cavalry, witb a detachment of about 400 men, atta(*ked a for(‘o of 
about 800 rebels, in Barry County, and by a sudden dash broke tbe 
enemy’s line, killing 50 of bis men, and capturing 37 men prisoners, 58 
horses, 4 mules, some small-arms, and other property. On tbe same 
day Lieutenant Colonel Brutscbe attacked a body of rebels, killing a 
large number and taking a large number of xirisoners. 

Fortifications were constructed about Springfield and other posts in 
tbe district during tbe time the enemy was in the State. 

Tbe citizens and enrolled militia are entitled to great credit for their 
zeal and labors in driving the common enemy from tbe State and pre¬ 
serving this section of tlie State from devastation and luin. These 
forces Avitb the TJ. S. troops remaining in the district liaA’^e cai>tured 
more than 800 prisoners, and otberAvise greatly crixipled the enemy. 

For such faithful serAuces, attended witb results so important, tbe 
troops. Federal and State, and tbe citizens generally, are entitled to 
tbe gratitude of tbe country. 

I have tbe honor to be, A’^ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. SANBOEN, 
Brigadier- Genera 7, Gommandbig. 

Ool. John Y. Du Bois, 

Chief of Staff. 
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'Eo. 34. 

Report of Gapt. WiUlam T, Kiftredge^ T. S. Army^ Assii-itant Adjniuni- 

General, 

JEIeadquarters District oe South^test Missouri, 

Hprhigfield^ Mo., November 4, 1^04. 

Captain Oassairt reports having a fight with the rebels on the 1st 
instant near Quincy, and with 600 men near Hermitage on the 2d instant. 
The rebels were routed each time, losing 2 captains and 18 men killed, 
and many wounded. Our loss, none. Papers found on the bodies show 
that they belonged to Shelby’s brigade, of Jeff. Thompson’s division. 
Captain Cassairt has fallen back to Bolivar for ammunition and will 
come here, as he can get none there. He reports 1,000 rebels moving 
down by the way of AYarsaw and Osage. This is reliable. A rebel 
force is reported noith oi* Bolivar yesterday. I can hear nothing from 
Colonel Pheli)S or the other troops sent out. Small bodies are con¬ 
stantly passing south. One gang liad a stage, supposed to be the Polla 
stage. Fifteen wagons were cai)tured while foraging, belonging to the 
post of Lebanon. Wa can hear nothing of the subsistence train. Can¬ 
not keep the wires up to Lebanon. I have sent Martin out east to learn 
what he can. 

WM. T. KITTEEDCE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Brigadier-General Sanborn, 

Gassville. 


Eo. 35. 


Reports of GoL M. La Rue Harrison, First Arkansas Gavalry (Cnlon). 

Headquarters, 

Fayetteville, Ark., October 28, ISGI. 

I have the honor to make the following official report of an engage¬ 
ment at this place, and request that you will forward the same to 
headquarters Department of the Missomi, together with my report of 
yesterday’s skirmishing, which was vsent you last evening: 

Fayetteville was attacked this morning by a strong foi'ce, who posted 
themselves at sunrise on the almost inaccessible bluffs of East Moun¬ 
tain, about 1,000 yards east of town, and opened a brisk fire on my 
camp. I immediately ordered Capt. D. O. Hopkins, supported by Oapt. 
E. B. Harrison, to move up the mountain with a line of dismounted 
skirmishers. When within about 200 yards of the top of the bluff they 
engaged the enemy, whom, as soon avS their exact position was ascer¬ 
tained, I commenced shelling with a 12:pounder mountain howitzer, 
causing them to move their position several times. At the same time 
Captain Hopkins and Captain Harrison led their men, less than 100 
strong, up the mountain in the face of a galling fire from 700 rebels, 
charging the topmost bluff three times, and the third time driving the 
enemy from their iiosition. We found 12 rebels dead; among them 1 
captain and 2 lieutenants, all of whom are now being buried by my men, 
who hold the top of the mountain top. We lost in the charge only 3 
men seriously and 4 slightly wounded, none killed. East Mountain 
occupies the same relative position to Fayetteville, I am told, that 
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Ijookoiit does to Chattanooga, aud too iimch honor cannot be given to 
the gallant men who carried its crest to-day, among whom I should not 
negle(*t to mention Oapt. G. E. King, Lieutenant Yaiighaii, and Lieu¬ 
tenant Munday. About 9 a. m. I saw a thick cloud of dust rising in 
the southwest, and soon another rebel column was displayed^ on that 
side of the i)lace and commenced a vigorous attack, but a few well- 
directed shells caused them to fall back. The firing ceased about 12.30 
p. m., and the enemy retired. I am informed that a portion of Gano’s 
command is to attack me in the morning with four pieces of artillery. 
It is also reported that a part of Magrtider’s infantry is crossing tl.c 
Arkansas Eiver. Should I find these reports to be true I will inform 
you at once. This position is a favorable one; has no wealth to tem])t 
the enemy. Merchandise, subsistence, and quartermaster’s stores 
mostly expended, and as they could not expect to hold it long, would 
not pay a great sacrifice in taking it With a re-enforcement oi‘ 1,500 
men and a battery we could hold out against Price’s whole army. I shall 
rely on you for daily information of movements north of me. 

M. LA EUE HAEEISOK, 
Colonel First Arkansas Cavalry^ Oommandiny, 

Saturday, October ^0—11 a. m. 

All is quiet here. Ko messengers have arrived from Port Smith for 
more than a week. Several are known to be captmcd. Eebels are 
watching all roads. Dispatches Avere received here from Oassville yes¬ 
terday morning. Messengers due this morning not arrived. Eumors 
from rebel sources still threaten us with a strong column from the south 
with artillery. IMy scouts are out endeavoring to obtain reliable infor¬ 
mation. 

M. LA EUE HAEEISOK, 
Colonel First Arkansas Cavalry^ Gommandiny. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Brutsohe, 

Actg, Asst Adjt Oen,^ Dist. of 11. W. Mo., Hj^ringfield^ Mo. 


Headquarters U. S. Forces, 
Fayetteville^ Ark., November 13, 1801. 

Maj. Gen. S. E. Curtis, 

Commanding Army of the Border: 

General: Herewith I transmit to you my ofiicial report, in obedi¬ 
ence to your orders. I have taken the liberty to extend it back to 
include the Avhole of the present campaign, believing that thereby I 
w^ould be able to make it more satisfactory. Allow me to ex])ress my 
gratitude to you for your personal kindness to me from my first ac¬ 
quaintance with you up to the present time, as w'ell as for the honor of 
commanding the advance of your army on the late march. 

I remain, general, your most obedient servant, 

M. LA EUE HAEEISOK, 
Colonel First Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding. 

He^quarters Arkansas Troops, 

, In the Field, Gamjg Sallisaw, November 10, 1801. 

General: In obedience to your orders of the 8th instant, I have the 
honor to make the following report of the movements of my command 
as connected with the present campaign: 

Shortly after the return of General Steele’s Camden expedition Maj. 
Buck Brown returned to Northwestern Arkansas witli a band of 180 
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marauders, wliicli lias since increased to about 500, and Colonel Brooks 
with 300, since iiicreased to nearly 1,200 men. Brooks was appointed 
by MagTuder to take charge of this district and to organize all the 
predatory bands into a cavalry brigade, to be commanded by himself. 
These bands during the summer Lave given Union citizens great an¬ 
noyance, constantly plundering and driving them from their homes, 
until the rebel rule in the surrounding country has been for a time 
almost (‘omplete. Until lately they Lave been unable to ehect any¬ 
thing against the troops here more than to annoy small foraging par¬ 
ties, mail-carriers, and telegraph repairers. The duties devolving upon 
my command (eleven companies of cavalry), which was the only one in 
a country 110 miles broad and 250 miles long, Lave been so arduous 
that with from 100 to 300 horses (the greatest number at any one time 
on hand during the summer and autumn) it has been impossible to 
carry mails to Cassville and Van Buren, fifty-live miles each way, to 
keep the telegraph in reiiair, forage for the post, escoit supply trains, 
and at the same time do the amount of scouting necessary to keep the 
country rid of the roving bands of the enemy. Since the commence¬ 
ment of Price’s raid these desiieradoes had become more bold and seri¬ 
ously threatened for some time the post of Fayette\rlle and the Gov¬ 
ernment supply trains. On the 20th of October, while I was i)assing 
with a train through Benton County from Cassville, Mo., with an escort 
of 170 men, I met and attacked 000 men under Buck Brown, who was 
awaiting my approach. The engagement lasted for over two hours, 
when the rebels were routed in confusion, with a loss of several killed 
and wounded. Before my arrival I learned that Brooks, ^vith 800 men, 
was lying in ambush at Fitzgerald Mountain, and at midnight passed 
around his cam]), leaving it five miles on my left, and arrived in safety 
with my train at 1 ]). m. on the 25th. Brooks then jinvested the town 
of Fayetteville with his forces, expecting thereby to starve the garrison 
into submission, but in this he was deceived. By reducing my issues 
to seven ounces of bread per day 1 found that my stores would hold 
out for twenty days, and felt assured that ere that was exhausted 
assistance would come. My only trouble wms forage. It was impossi¬ 
ble to send out my train without the movst imminent danger of its ca])- 
ture. I therefore procured gunny-sacks for ea(*h teamster and mounted 
man, and watching the safest opportunities sent out my men as often 
as possible under an experienced officer. 

On the 27th Capt. l3. C. Hopkins, commanding forage detachment, 
after procuring his supplies, was attacked hy 500 men under Brown and 
fought his way into camp for five miles, oceuiiying four hours in falling 
back, which lie did in good order, without loss, though narrowly escaj)- 
ing, being attacked in his rear by 800 men under Brooks, who had gone 
to Brown’s assistance. At sunrise October 28 Brooks occupied East 
Mountain and commenced an attack on my outworks. I immediately 
detached Capt. D. 0. Hopkins and Capt. B. B. Harrison, First Arkansas 
Cavalry, with a dismounted force, who charged ui) the side of the moun¬ 
tain in face of a deadly fire from the enemy, and at the third attempt 
drove him from the summit, caiituring his dead and wounded, together 
with quite an amount of forage and some small-arms. At 10 a. m. 
Brown attacked the west side of the works, but was repulsed with loss 
in about two hours; the whole engagement lasted from sunrise until 
noon, when the enemy retreated. Brooks’ loss on the east was, by admis¬ 
sion of the enemy, 12 killed and about 25 wounded, several mortally. 
Brown’s loss on the west 11 killed and wounded. My own 2 mortally, 
1 severely, and 4 slightly wounded. The enemy still hovered about. 
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cutting off my communications and supplies, evidently with the Ixope of 
obtaining assistance from Price on his return, and it came at last. 
Early on the morning of the 3d of November a scout came into the 
garrison with the report that 8,000 rebels, with two pieces of artillery, 
under command of Major-General Fagan, were marching upon the town 
from Cane Hill. I found this report to be very nearly correct. Price 
detached Fagan with 5,200 men and two pieces of artillery, which for(*(^ 
was joined on the march by 1,500 men under Brooks and Brown. They 
attacked my pickets and commenced bombarding the town with all 
their boasted chivalry, not giving me the least time to remove families 
(mostly their own at that) nor demanding a surrender. The bombard¬ 
ment was kept up with one O-pounder rifled gun and one 12-poundev 
field howitzer until nearly sunset. Three times the order was given to 
charge the work&, but each time the men on coming within range of 
my rifles shrank fi-om the assault and fled to a safe position. At sun¬ 
set the retreat of the enemy commenced and was continued during the 
whole night by divers routes, the majority, with the artillery, retuiming 
to Cane Hill; at sunrise on the 4th instant only about 600 remained to 
cover the retreat. By the admissions of the enemy and reports from 
prisoners their loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners was about 100 (over 
75 being killed and wounded). My loss was 9 wounded—1 mortally, 
8 slightly. The strength of my command during the engagement was 
958 volunteers and 170 militia; total, 1,128. On the arrival of the 
Army of the Border I was ordered with my command to join in the 
pursuit of Price, and at 11 a. m. November 5 moved out in advance of 
the column, wiiich post of honor I was permitted through the favor ot 
the commanding general to hold until the close of the campaign (four 
days), when I w^atered the horses of my command in the Arkansas Eiver 
and returned to this place, arriving on the 12th. 

During the siege, which lasted from October 26 to November 4, ten 
days, the troops, both volunteers and militia, labored faithfully by day 
and several nights by torchlight upon the fortifications under command 
of Capt. H. C. 0. Botchfuhr, First Arkansas Cavalry, to whose calmness 
and faithfulness as w ell as bravery much of our success is due. By all 
the officers and men of my command much credit is deserved for their 
zeal in carrying out my orders and their hearty co-operation. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. LA BITE HAREISON, 

Colonel Fi>\st Arl'ansas Cucalry^ Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. S. B. Curtis, 

Commanding Army of the Border. 


No. 36. 

Report of Col. John E. Fhelpn^ idecond ArhansaH Cavalry {Cnion). 

Headquarters Second Arkansas Cavalry, 

ISpringfieldj Jfo., November 5, IHbd . 

General : I liave the honor to report that in obedience to ord(u\s ^ 
from your headquarters of date September 26, 1864, six companies (B, 

D, F, H, K, and M) of this regiment, and under my immediate (*ommand, 
moved from Springfield, Mo., on the day following at 5 a. m., and march¬ 
ing on the road to Eolla arrived at that place at 3 p. m., having 
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bivouacked both at Lebanon and Waynesville, two posts on the road. 
From Jiolla, together with the other regiments of the brigade, my com¬ 
mand reached Saint James on the 30th of September, and was joined 
thereby Squadron L on the Ist of October. On the 2d of the month, 
in connection with the Seventh Enrolled Missouri Militia, joined pur¬ 
posely to the Second Arkansas Cavalry, the regiment was marched to 
Knob View, with orders, if necessary, to go to Harrison andmeet General 
Ewing’s forces, then pursued by the rebel cavalry, and to assist General 
Ewing, who was met at Knob View. It was there agreed to leave with 
him the Seventh Enrolled Missouii Militia, while the Second Arkansas 
would extend a reconnaissance to the south and east, and both march 
to Saint James the same day. In the reconnaissance the regiment 
visited Massey’s Iron-Works, at the headwaters of the Meramec. They 
had been visited by a band of rebel prowlers, of whom none were to be 
seen. The regiment arrived at Saint James almost simultaneously with 
General Ewing’s troops. Marching to Cuba the next day (3d of Octo¬ 
ber) the column moved on the 4th in a northerly direction and reached 
Vienna, a tillage on the road to Jeherson (''ity, which was made the next 
day, the regiment halting three miles from the town, with the horses 
saddled all night. The rebels were then reported to advance and to at¬ 
tempt a crossing of Osage Eiver. On the morning of the 6th, while 
regiments of other brigades were actively engaged in skirmishing with 
the enemy and disputing the crossing of the Osage, the Second Arkan¬ 
sas remained in line, and while in the afternoon the Sixth and Eighth 
Missoiui State Militia were annoying and detaining the enemy between 
Osage and Moreau Creek the regiment was kept under arms. All the 
eftbrts of the Sixth and Eighth Missouri State IMilitia, however, could not 
succeed in inflicting a repulse on the invading forces, and these kept 
adviuicing. The regiment was then called in, and at 4 a. m. October 7 
marched into Jeflerson City, and on the west of town took position, oc¬ 
cupying ground between the Sixth Provisional on the left and a section 
of 12-pounder howitzers (Battery B, Second Missouri Artillery) on the 
right. Soon after the skirmishing regiments were driven in and the 
rebel army poured its columns of cavalry around from the east to the 
west of town. They were passing in full view. The 12-i)ounder howit¬ 
zers were tried without eflect; shells even with 5-seeond fuses failed to 
reach the rebel column. Meantime mounted skirmishers were constantly 
kept ill front of the regiment toward the enemy. At night the skir¬ 
mish line was dismounted, and on the line of the regiment rifle-pits dug 
or erected, in some places well contrived and quite powerful. 

Early in the morning of the 8th three squadi'ons of the regiment 
thi’own forward, mounted, (o try the enemy’s position, and find out their 
intentions if possible. The line of dismounted skirmishers advanced at 
the same time, supported by those three squadrons (B, D, and M), under 
their respective commanders. The place is a little ridge, flanked on 
each side from east to west by a deep ravine, and terminates to a pla¬ 
teau on the west; toward the east it is covered with dense woods and 
timber, on the west by thick brush. Squadron B dismounts and moves 
forward on the enemy, then showing themselves and in force in front. 
The dismounted men are sent to the left to make an impression on the 
enemy’s flank—D Squadron had been ordered to the right in the ravine; 
M Squadron was kept as reserve. Squadron B moves up gallantly 
to the work, and tlie dismounted skirmishers showing themselves on 
the left, and D Squadron tlie light, the enemy waA'Oiing, M Sfpiadron 
coming up to the (‘harge put them to flight, the two mounted squadrons 
(M and I)) keeping up the pursuit. Such was the rapidity of the move- 
26 11 R—^VOL XLI, PT I 
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ment that Avomaled and dead were left by tbe enemy on tlie Held. 
After the imrsnit reconnaissance was extended to a mill four* miles 
ti*om town; tlie enemy was not to be seen; the command returned then 
to Jelt'erson City, but to receive orders to move fortkwitli on tbe Seda- 
lia. or Boonville, road, where Philips’ brigade, sent forward, had already 
caught up with Price’s rear and engaged in a skirmish at the crossing of 
Moreau Creek. At 6 a. m. the next day the regiment, placed under the 
same command, with the Ninth Missouri State Militia, joined the Sec¬ 
ond Brigade, then in front, where alively vskirmishingAvastakingpla<*e. 
The rebels retreating, our forces advancing, tlie command crossed 
]\roreau. Near Pussellville the skirmishing became so spiiited that 
artillery was twice brought to the front to disperse the rebel lines. 
The same evening California, on the railroadj was occupied after an 
artillery duel between the contending tVuees. Leaving California on 
the Ihtli and passing through Tii>ton the same day, the Se(*ond 
Arkansas w'as before Boonville on the 11th; together with the Sixth 
Enrolled Missouri Militia they encountered the enemy’s skirmishers 
three miles from the (ity. Deploying imnu*diately as sldrmishers, the 
two r(‘giments drove tlie enemy to their line. Three squadrons of the 
Second Arkansas on the right, B, TI, and L, mounted, the Sixth Enrolled 
Missouri Militia on the left, dismounted, wdth the remaining four squad¬ 
rons of the Second xVrkansas mounted for support, mad(^ such vigorous 
demonstration that tbe enemy brought their artillery to bear. Tbe 
Sixth and Eighth Missouri State Militia in tbe meantime and the other 
Provisional regiment had taken position, but it was deemed advisable to 
w’ithdiaw, and the regiment retired the distance of half a mile, await¬ 
ing v hat movement tbe withdrawal w^ould cause tlu^ enemy to make 
and to venture. No demonstration being made, at 5 p. m., under orders 
from your headquarters to advance the skirmish line and try the enemy 
again, three squadrons, B, F, and D, of the Second Arkansas Cavalry 
w^re marched again for that purpose, and engaging tbe enemy at once, 
drove their skirmishers again under protection of their line of battl(‘, 
and their artillery w as again brought into play. The scjuadi’ons r(dir(‘d 
upon the regiment and all Avent to bivouac beyond Saline Creek, to take 
the road to California the next day after rations. Then from (California 
on the Boonville and Ceorgetown road by Pah^stine, then through 
Ceorgetowm on the road to Lexington, to Cook’s Store by Dunksburir 
12th, ISth, 14th, and 15th of October. 

From Cook’s Store, on the 16th, 200 men of the regiment, to w^bom 
had been added 100 of the Sixth Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
onhTed on a reconnaissance -to Duiiksburg, eight miles. Sc^dalia bad 
l>een occupied by Thompson and a force of rebels variously reported at 
from 3,000 to 5,000, and it was susi)ected or anticipated that they might, 
maneuver against our forces at Cook’s Store. The reconnaissance ^va,s 
made—parties sent out from Bunksburg for information. No traces oi‘ 
the enemy were to be found. . From Sedalia Thompson had retuimed di¬ 
rectly toward the Missouri Biver. The bi^'ouac, however, was changed 
to ii wood two miles beyond Dniiksbiu-g tbe next day, whence tbe two 
aqiiadrons, D and L, were sent as pai-t of a reconnaissance in tbe 
direction of Brownsville almost dne north, tbe bivouac being changed 
again to Cook’s Store October 19; from this place, at midnight, the 
regiment, re-enforced by two companies of the Sixth Missouri State Mi¬ 
litia, under Major Plumb, throws itself by a rapid march upon the 
enemy’s iiosition, then in possession of Lexington and occupying Dover 
and to the east of it. At or shortly after sunrise "October 20 the regi¬ 
ment is marched to the entrance of Dover, and Squadrons L and K 
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(‘harge tlirougli town. M Squadron is sent to tlio support of K, cliarg- 
iug in tlie west of town, sweeping rebels before them. In this expedi¬ 
tion and charge 3 men were killed or wounded of the rebels, and 13 
taken prisoners, among them four commisvsioned officers. Though 
within two miles and a half of Shelby’s brigade on the left, and a strong 
force on the right, the regiment withdrew unmolested. The enemy, 
su])posing from the audacity of the attack that it had been made by a 
strong force, busied themselves in closing up their scattered columns— 
thought nothing of pursuit, but hastened to evacuate Lexington 
instead. October 21, meanwhile, the brigade had ax)proached Lexing¬ 
ton. The regiment followed on and took position in camp the same 
night, with the others of the brigade. In ap])roaching the city, in the 
tielcls, and in the lanes, were visible the marks of a recent engagement, 
but lea\'ing the city to the right, the (*olumn was vending in the after¬ 
noon toward Indeiiendeiu'c. The 22d opened by skirmishing at some 
distance from the town, but the enemy losing ground constantly the 
outskirts of the city Avere soon reached. On the left about the entrance 
and a little further into toAvn there was a very spirited fire of musketiy; 
the enemy even was not sparing of artillery. The regiment was then 
ordered to dismount. It did so, and across streets, ditches, inclosures, 
and lanes moved on at a rapid step. A party of rebels attempted 
to form to the right and front; they were scattered in a moment, 
and the regiment marched on until fatigued and exhausted by the 
march. They were halted in line in an inclosure the other side of 
the town, abreast, if not ahead, of any other troops. It was at this 
juncture that the cavalry charge was given and the rebel guns Avere 
captured by Oatherwood’s veteraius. The Second Arkansas CaA^ahy 
and one company of the Sixth Missouri State Militia were on the field 
on the right and fully iq) Avith the guns in advance of any other com¬ 
mand, ready to envelop the position of the rebel artillery, which had 
no alternative but to give Avay to a charge of cavalry, or be taken by 
th("y ]naueiiver of this dismonuted regiment. Here was found Cabell’s 
naked sword, and one of his staff taken prisoner. 

hText day Little Blue was crossed. The crossing had been disputed 
by Price’s rear, but finally carried by our advance. The regiment was 
soon placed in ])osition, dismounted’on the hill beyond, Avith orders to 
(*leav the left of the road. Deiiloying in line and advancing steadily 
and rapidly they were brought to a halt some two miles beyond their 
horses, who had not yet and were not for some time after brought up. 
At this time the advance line Avithdrew some distance from suspicion 
of a movement of the enemy on the right. The apprehension, however, 
did not appear founded, and all the c.avalry being brought up in posi¬ 
tion, a charge of the whole line took place upon the rear of the rebel 
army. The Second Arkansas Cavalry, the last brought up, and 
detained by fences, ditches, and works of masomy, arriA^ed in time yet 
to give the last blow. The enemy, protected by stone structures (fences), 
had formed a double line in order to conceal and i)rotect the maneuvers 
of their artiUery. Here also they had burnt wagons. As soon as their 
artillery was planted anew, the Second Arkansas at the same time 
advancing in column of attack, they withdrew toward their artiUery 
for mutual protection. In three divisions of regiments the enemy 
stood in the brushwood on both sides of the piece enfilading the road, 
the other division on open ground in advance and to the right of the 
artillery. On went the regiment with serried squadrons. The artiUeiy • 
of the enemy, well served and well aimed, planted the shells in the 
column vrith. an unerring accuracy, but the coluipan did not waver, and 
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seeing it closing on tlicm every step, tlie rebels fled before tbe regi¬ 
ment, taking their artillery away. Two ditches or gullies impassable 
to cavalry saved it by retarding the progress of the regiment and turn¬ 
ing the column, but the rebels were se^^erely punished nevertheless. 
The road beyond, strewn with dead, ammunition, wagons, and horses, 
testified it amply. The regiment <*ontiniied the pursuit and kept annoy¬ 
ing the rear until the whole column of the rebel army on that road had 
crossed the stream in the valley and cleared the top of the hill two 
miles beyond the extreme limits of the battle-field. The same evening 
found the regiment in bivouac beyond Little Santa Fe, a village half 
in Missouri, half in Kansas, and the next evening saw it within twenty- 
five miles of Fort Scott, sixty-five miles from ISanta Fe. in an advanced 
position to the support of artillei y brought up to the front, i^eady for 
an early engagement next morning. The artillery opened at daybreak. 
At once the Second Arkansas was deployed as skirmishers across a 
piece of prairie into the timber and bmshwood of the Marais des 
Oygnes, the Second Colorado Cavalry being on the right. Those woods 
having been visited and cleared the regiment was withdrawn, and in 
rear of the Second Colorado, to their right, marched in column to the 
ford of the stream, intenuipted by an abatis on the other or opposite 
bank. The ford was occupied, a few shots only being fired, and the 
squadrons crossed over and forward. In advancing, a small piece of 
ordnance was discovered on the right, abandoned by the enemy. (It 
has since l)een appropriated as a trophy by another command, though 
bestowed upon the Second Arkansas by order of G-cneral Eosecrans.) 
Directly after, the advance reported the enemy in fi'ont formed in line 
of battle. The regiment, at most 200 strong, moved up and formed 
immediately,* the Second Colorado having crossed the creek shortly 
afterward came up also and formed on the left and to the rear of the 
Second Arkansas, who galloped immediately to the charge. The line 
of skirmishers of the enemy were sent flying to their line of battle, 
when the artillery, opening upon the Second Arkansas with fury, checked 
their advance and compelled them to reform them hue, which they did 
' under fire, while the Second Colorado, unmoved and behind cover, 
nevei pretended to ofier a support, which imght have won for that 
regiment glorious n^sults, and which the skumishers of CruA oly, though 
dismounted, attempted to give, but it was too late. Two hundred men 
alone could not do what an Iiour afterward, at the crossing of the Osage, 
three brigades succeeded in ac(*om]>lishing, and these won laurels and 
elicited praise for their gallantry. They <‘arned it nobly. 

The Third Brigade, after that first charge, had been halted and 
ordered to rest. In the meantime heavy cannonading and musketry 
was going on in front at the ford of the Osage. It was the climax of 
the battle, and at its sound the Third Brigade, with men and horses 
Inilf starved, jaded, and exhausted, was moved at a gallop to Ihc front. 
They saw as they passed the enemy’s artillery captured, they saw the 
juisoners, they saw Marmaduke and Cabell (two renowned rebel (*hiefs) 
in our hands; it was enough; the Third Brigade was ready for battle. 
Across a prairie and over a ridge they trot, they run, and form in an 
immense valley at the foot of the ridge, with other brigades in order of 
echelon. The Thhd Brigade occupied the center of the front line, and 
of this line the Second Arkansas formed the right center. Forward 
and along the valley sweeps the long line, then in double column across 
a stream to another prairie on the right, then again in line as before 
and to the charge. Down the prairie to the edge of the woods, and 
partly across a fenced field, the first line gallops, then as skirmishers 
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througli tlie dense brnsli, tlie laviiie^s, and uiidergrowtli to tlie creek 
beyond. In tbis movement the tv^o squadrons, H and L, of the Second 
Arkansas Cavalry were separated from the command, but soon again 
brought up in line on tlie other side of the creek. A x)assage had been 
effected, and the line Ibrmed again under cover, or rather in the face 
of asteeppeipendicularbank entirely commanding tlie valley below. The 
Second Aikaiivsas, once formed, mo\ed up the embankment in good 
style, and gaining* the plateau above, marched boldly to the work. 
Forward resounds on all sides, and now the enemy, seeing* the Ihie ad¬ 
vance to the (‘barge, dare not wait 5 they tiy. In a vale at some thi’ee- 
fourtlis of a mile beyond, however, and under cover of a projection of 
woods into the prairie, they stand, emboldened by the conduct, almost 
inexplicable, of some of the troops, both on the right and left, but more 
so on the leA, among whom was a command with sabers drawn. Vainly 
were those troops encouraged to move forward; Lieutenant-Colonel Mc¬ 
Mahan, of the Sixth Provisional, made liuitless elforts to move them; 
in vain Avas Major Hush, of the Seventh [Sixth 1] Provisional, sent to 
moA^e them by order of Geimral Pleasoiiton; they failed to come u]). 
The center, hoAvevei, renewed the charge, the Second Arkansas lead¬ 
ing, and the enemy broke in dismay, the jmrsuers ghung them no time 
to form any line. After the charge might have been seen the effect of 
protra(*ted marches and exhausted men and horses. Of the leading 
regiment, hardly more than fifty men arrived together at the top of 
the ridge, Avhere they Avere last halted to form again. The rest, as 
well as other regiments, were scattered pell mell over two miles of 
ground, without order, Avithout eommanders, Avdthout any point to rally 
upon but the small squad that had stood the work so well. On the 
other side the enemy had formed ancAv. In front A\as a strong line; to 
the lett front numerous rallying scpiads and skirmishers; but the other 
brigades had arrived also, and being thrown ibrAvard, they dislodged 
the enemy fr*oin their position without any trouble. The Third Brigade 
moved as fast as they could behind them, and at last, passing in the 
rear of our lines, beyond which the rebel line could plainly be seen, left; 
the field at 5.15 p. m. October 25, on the way toAvard Fort Scott, six or 
seven miles distant. Blunt’s division was then arrhing on the field, 
its column not quile abreast of the Second Arkansas. The regiment 
rested and recruited at Fort Scott, and with others of the brigade left 
on the 27th, passing tlirough Lamar, and on the road McNeil’s brigade, 
near the trail leading to the Osage Agency. A bivouac Avas at last 
reached on Buck Creek, five miles from Johnson’s Mills, on Spring 
River. 

The next day, following the Neosho road and passing through Granby, 
the brigade arrived at Newtonia, unexpected but most welcome. Blunt 
had there engaged the enemy, and Avms being signally defeated; his 
forces badly cut up and Acithout ammunition were giving way, while 
the enemy, pouring in re-(mforcenients, were determined to pursue theii* 
advantage and reap it as [fast as] possible. But the arrival of the 
Third Brigade changed the aspect of aflairs. In a moment the regi¬ 
ments were dismounted and thrown in line toward the most threatened 
point. Steadily they kept advancing; at their approach the enemy’s 
artillery was withdrawn, and soon after tlieir cavalry, heedless of the 
bugle that called to the charge, filed offby platoons, and loft the histori¬ 
cal field of Newtonia in Federal hands. The brigade remained in line 
until 9 1 \ m., amid the darkuess. Thus in thirty-six hours they mai'ched 
104 miles and by their unexpected appearance turned a defeat into a 
victory. 
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On tlie 2<)tli tlie Third Brigade moved again from Newtonia. This 
time it was toward their camps and homes; they reached Springfield 
on the 31st of October^ loaded with the palms of victory. It repays 
them amply for the hardships and privations of a thiity-five days^ 
(*ampaign, and tlie labois of a march as performed by the Second Arkan¬ 
sas Cavalry of upward of 950 miles. As commander of this regiment, 
I have tried in this report while mentioning the regiment to be fair 
towaid all commands with which the regiment may ha's^ebeen associated 
or placed in contact during the campaign. IVIy report I believe will 
prove correct. I will not close, however, without paying to the soldiers 
of the regiment at large the tribute due to their i)rowess and to their 
valor displayed on every occasion, and to the officers under my (com¬ 
mand the highest praise for their alacrity and readiness to obey and 
execute my orders, for their noble emulation and their uiivsiirpassed 
gallantry on many a battle-field. Wheie all are worthy and deserving 
impartiality foibids to mention any name; but they will all join me in 
mentioning with pride and gratitude the medical officer of the regiment, 
Assistant Surgeon Turner, for his innumerable services on the field, 
his indefatigable energy in caring for the wounded of this and other 
regiments. There is a heroism of devotion, as well as a heroism of 
bravery. Both deserve equal honor, equal (‘redit. It is only just that 
it should be equally bestowed. 

The following table* will exhibit the total loss of my regiment during 
the series of engagements above reported; and when it is compared to 
the danger incurred and the loss inflicted upon the enemy, I have 
reason to be thankful that it has been so tiifling, 

JOHN E. PHELPti, 

Colonel j^eco7}d Arlcansas Cavalry^ Commandhiy Beglment. 

[General John B. Sanborn.] 


No. 37. ‘ 

Beport of JAent, Col. ffm/Ji Cameron, Second Arl'ansati Cavalry {ITnUm). 

Headquarters Detaohivient, 

In the Field, Mount Vernon, Mo., October :>1, IHbi. 

General: I have the honor to renort that on the 20th of 0(*tober, 
1864, with a detachment of about 400 men, principally ot the Second 
Arkansas Cavalry, I pui^sued a body of rebels, vsupposc^d to be 800 
strong, under command of Colonel Hodge, from Buck Praiiie, Lawren(‘e 
County, and encountered them at the Upshaw farm near Camp Bliss, 
Barry County. Pouted and dispersed them; killed 50, took 37 ])risoii- 
ers, 58 horses, 4 mules, a large number of saddles, and several stand 
of arms. Three wounded only were found; the remainder escaped on 
their horses or concealed themselves in the brush. The prisoners re¬ 
port that there were ten captains with Colonel Hodge, viz, (Japtains 
Thomas Todd and John Merrick, Captains Sitton, Kimball, Bhull, 
Pudd, Withers, Onam, Arnold, and Annabury. The last named was 
killed early in the encounter. My loss was 1 man slightly wounded, 1 
man injured by his horse falling, and a few horses crippled. 


Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 enlislecl man hilled and 11 wounded. 
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The officers and men under my command behaved gallantly, ('ap- 
taiii Mitchell, Seventh Provivsional Enrolled ISIissonri Militia, command¬ 
ing the advance, deserves to be especially mentioned. 

I have the honor to be, general, most respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

HUGH OAMEPOlsr, 

Lieut, Col. l^eGond Arl\ Cae.^ Comilg. Detach, in the Field. 

Prig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, 

Commanding District of Southwest Missouri. 


Ko. o8. 


Report of Lieut. Col. John F. McMahan^ Sixth (Uiralrg Vrorisional 
Fnrolled Missouri Militia. 

Hdqrs. Sixth Prov. Enrolled Missouri Militia, 

Springfield^ Mo.^ Kovemher i, IHGI. 

Captain: For the information of the general commanding I have 
the honor to submit the following report of casualties and the part 
taken by my regiment while in the Third Brigade, Cavalry Division, 
commanded by JVlajor-G-eneral Pleasonjtpn: 

1 left Springfield September 27,1804, marched, via Lebanon, Kolia, 
Cuba, and Vienna, crossing the Osage at Castle Eock, to Jefferson City, 
arriving on the 0th of October. Here wo remained until the evening 
of the 8th, then marched w(‘st by way of California and Tipton, and 
bivouacked on the night of the lOtli twelve miles south of Boonville. 
On the 11th we moved at 0 o’clock in dire(*tion of Boonville. I was at 
once ordered to move with my coimnand to the right until I struck the 
road leading from Pisgali to Boonville; 1 then turned to the left, march¬ 
ing on the right flank of our main column immediately upon Boom ille, 
driving in the enemy’s j)ioketN, killing one and captuiing another. 1 was 
here ordered to halt until Colonel Gravely <‘ame ui), when my regiment 
was dismounted, deployed in line of skirmishers, and moved ui)on the 
enemy secreted in thick underwoods. We engaged him warmly for two 
hours, driving him until ordered by Colonel Gravely to fall back, which 
I did in perfect order, having 2 enlisted men killed, 1 commissioned 
officer and 4 enlisted^nien wounded. On the 12th we marched ba(*k to 
California, received supplies, and moved on the 13th in the direction of 
Inde])endence. On the 22d, five miles east of Independence, I was 
ordered to follow a road bearing to the right and flanking the enemy 
on the left. After marching to within one mile and a half of the city, 
I then formed a strong skirmish line and imshed rapidly into town, as 
the enemy retreated on the opposite side. We bivouacked on the night 
of the 22d two miles from Inde])endence, on the Kansas City road. On 
the morning of the 23d we moved at an early hour to the plains south 
of Kansas City, where we found the enemy in strong force. I was 
here ordered by Major-General Pleasonton to charge the enemy on tlie 
extreme right, which I did, driving him three miles, with a loss of 2 
killed and 17 wounded, after which I rejoined the brigade and marched 
south of Little Santa F6. 

On the 24th we made a march of fifty miles and bivouacked at 
12 o’clock in the night near the Osage Eiver. 25th, crossed the Osage 
early, moving due south; met the enemy, and after repeated charges, 
which were kept up until 3 p. m., in which 1 lost 1 man killed 
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and 8 Avounded, moved on to Fort vScott. Here we remained until the 
morning of tlie 27th, wlieu we again net out in a southwest direction, 
reaching Spring Itiver near Carthage at 11 p. m., making a distance of 
sixty-two miles. On the 28th marched thirty miles to Newtonia. 
Found General Blunt warmly engaged with the enemy. My regiment 
was dismounted, and after marching one mile through fields found that 
the enemy had disappeared. It being then dark we bivouacked for the 
night. On the 29th marched to Spring Eiver, thirty miles. On the 
80th passed through Mount Vernon on to Little York, and on the 31st 
arrived at Springfield, after an absence of thirty-four days, marching 
a distance ot about 700 miles. It would be impossible to mention the 
gallantry of individuals of my command without doing injustice to 
others. With few exceptions officers and men did their duty. 

Below is appended a list of the killed and wounded in the various 
engagements, commencing with the battle at Booiiville and ending at 
the Osage.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHK F. McMAHAN, 
lAexdenan t- Colonel^ Commanding, 

Oapt. William T. EjTTKEDaE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


-Eo. 39. 

Report of Maj. WiUlaxn Plumh^ Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, 

Springfield^ Mo., Xovemher 12,1861. 

General: In compliance with Special Orders, Eo. 2G0, 1 moved on 
the morning of the 27th of September, 18G4, with my battalion, consisting 
of 198 men. On the morning of the 2d of October Captain Moore came 
up and reported for duty at Saint James with thirty-one men, swelling 
the number of my battalion to 229 rank and file. Proceeded east as 
far as Cuba, where we changed direction and marched directly for 
Jefferson City. On the evening of the 4th Private Henry J. Carter 
was mortally wounded by accidental shot near Vienna, Mo. On the 
evening of the 0th commenced skirmishing with the enemy^s advance 
six miles south of Jefferson City. During the night fell back to the 
Moreau. On the morning of the 7th I was ordered by Colonel Gravely 
to hold the ford leading across this stream (the Moreau) at all hazards, 
until the Eighth Missouri State Militia should all cross to the north 
side. I directed Major Murphy to take a position on the bank of the 
stream covering the road 5 he there threw up temporary breast-works 
and made a good defense. The Eighth gradually fell back, heroically 
contesting every inch of ground, until the enemy^s advance came in 
range ot the guns of Fort Murphy, ff*om which a destructive fire 
temporarily checked their advancing columns: they soon, however, 
deployed right and left, crossing the stream, and were seriously threat¬ 
ening my flanks, when Colonel Gravely ordered me to fall back to a line 
that was forming on the hill. The enemy pressed rapidly forward, pour^ 
ing a deadly fire on my left flank from the brush. The order was 
finally given to fall back, which was done in good order. Tlie loss 
sustained by my battalion in tliis engagement was 2 men wounded 
mortally, 1 severely, 1 slightly. 


^Embodied in Sauboru’s table, p. 393. 
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Jefferson City, October 8, tlie enemy [lias wilbdrawii] and a pursuit 
is ordered. On tlie morning ol* the 9tli the enemy’s rear tvus overtaken, 
and skirmisliiiig continued throughout the day. Lieut. Kiley B. Biggs 
fell while heroically leading a charge upon the enemy’s skirmishing line. 
He was a brave and valiant officer, and fell while in discharge of his 
duties; his loss is deeply regretted by all who knew him. This pursuit 
was continued on through (’alifornia to Boonville, where the rebels 
made a stand, and considerable skirmishing ensued. My battalion 
were all engaged throughout the tight. Five men wounded slightly. 
On the morning of tlie 2()th 1 proceeded to Dover, under command of 
Colonel Phelps; Ave enteiedthe town A\ith a whoop, encountered 500 or 
000 rebels, scattering them in eveiy direction, killing 2, wounding sev¬ 
eral, and took 14 prisoners, 5 of them commissioned officers. On 
onr return Lieutenant Clevenger, commanding the reai guard, encoun¬ 
tered six rebels, killed 2 and wounded 2; the former he believed Avere 
officers. My battalion Avere all deployed in line on the 22d at Independ¬ 
ence, but did not generally participate in the tight at that place. On 
the evening of that day, while attempting to join the brigade with 
Company B, I lost my Avay and became detached, and consequently did 
not participate in the glorious tight of Big Blue. On the 2r)d Major 
JVlnrphy, at the head of the remainder of the battalion, charged the 
enemy’s lines twice, iutiicting considerable chastisement on the rebels. 
The loss in this engagement was 1 killed, 2 mortally wounded, 5 
severely, and 3 slightly. On the morning of the 24th jmshed forward 
lapidly, encountered the enemy’s inckets at 11 p. in., and skirmished 
Avirh them until day. In the dusk of the morning Colonel Gravely 
ordered my battalion to drive the enemy’s pickets from the hill they 
had occupied during the night. Captains Stall, McGee, and Lankford 
successfully led their respective squadrons up the precipitous slopes 
and took possession of the hill. My battalioii shared all the dangers 
and glories Avith the brigade in the tights of this day, and also at New- 
tonia, without further loss. Both officers and men, of Avhich I haA^e 
had the honor to command, did their duty nobly here. 

I would consider this report incomplete without an expression of my 
a(*kiiowledg*ments for the very gentlemanly and courteous [manner] in 
which I have been treated by your staff* during the ciimpaign. 

Total casualties sustained by the battalion, 2 killed, 5 mortally 
Abounded, 6 severely, and 9 slightly. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient serA^aiit, 

WM. PLUMB, 

Major laiixth Missouri MiUtia Cavalry. 

[General John B. Sanborn.] 


NTo. 40. 

Report ofMaj. William B, Mitchell^ Seventh Provisional Unrolled ITissour't 

Militia. 

Sprinofield, Mo., Uovemher ,5, 1804. 
Captain: In accordance with instructions 1 liereAAuth forward you 
a report of the transactions, &;c., of a detachment of the Seventh Pro¬ 
visional Regiment Enrolled Mivssonri Militia, under my <*ommand in the 
pursuit of late rebel raid into Missouri. 
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We left Springfield on tlie morning of the 27th of September, with de¬ 
tachments from Company A, commanded by Lieutenant Montgomery; 
Company 0, commanded by Lieutenant Boyd; Company D, commanded 
by Captain Sutherland; Company H, commanded by Lieutenant 
Brown; Company I, commanded by Captain Howard; Company 
L, commanded by Captain Burns, amounting in the aggregate to 
240 men. We moved to Lebanon and camped. 28th, left Lebanon 
and marclied to Wa^mesville. 29th, left Waynesville and marched 
to Eolla. 30th, in camp all day at Eolla. October 1, left Eolla; 
marched to Saint James on the southwest branch Pacific Railroad, 
2d, my battalion and the Second Arkansas Cavalry inarched do\Am the 
railroad as far as Cuba and returned to Saint James. 3d, left Saint 
James and marched to Cuba. 4th, left Cuba and marched to Vienna. 
5th, left Vienna and marched to the Moreau Creek, four miles south 
of Jefterson City. Gth, remained in camp on the Moreau until about 
10 p. m., when my battahon was ordered two miles southeast of head¬ 
quarters, at a lower ford of the Moreau, to guard that passage. 7th, 
about 9 a. m. we observed men upon the south side of the Moreau, but 
could not for some time determine who they were; at 10 a. m. they 
made themselves known to us by throwing shells into oui* midst. I 
then fell back from the ford of the river, they continuing to shell us for 
a distance of about two or three miles. When within about one mile 
of the city we fell in with the rear of our brigade, which was then fall¬ 
ing back into the city, skirmishing with the enemy. We moved into 
the city, having met with no casualties except the slight wounding of 
Isaac W. Kellar, of (’omi}any 1), who was struck with a sj^ent ball in 
the left side. After my arrival into the city 1 was ordered to take com¬ 
mand of Port ]\Iiller, into which my battalion was ]daced. 8th, we 
left Jefferson City at 3 p. in. and marched ten miles west of the city. 
9th, maiched about two miles, when we came upon the enemy’s pick¬ 
ets, my battalion being in front. We skirmivshed with them some two 
or three miles, killing several of them. Our casualties were fc^w, 
only losing 1 man, wounded, fi*om Company D, viz, James T, Bnrnes, 
being shot in the arm and left side. Cam^ied to-iiiglit at Cahfornia. 
10th, we marched from California and (*amped within about twelve 
miles of BoonviUe. 11th, iny battalion is in the rear of the brigade. 
We marched imtil about 10 a. m., when we readied the La Mine 
bridge, .on the La Mine Eiver, when my battalion was dismounted 
and formed in line of battle, in which position we remained until 
about 5 p. m., when we moved ba(*k from the bridge about two miles 
and camped. • 12th, moved from camp to California. 13th, left Cal¬ 
ifornia and marched in the direction of Boonville. When within 
fifteen miles of that place we changed our course in Ihe direction of 
Georgetown; camped at Pilot Grove. 14th, inarched fourteen miles 
northwest of Georgetown and camped. 15th, we left camp and after 
a march of about thirteen miles camped at Cook’s Store. 10th, re¬ 
mained in camp to-day at Cook’s Store. 17th, marched toward George¬ 
town ; camped on Blackwater. 18th, remained in camp on lUackwater 
all day. 19th, marched back to Cook’s Store and camped. 20th, marched 
to Davis’ Creek, about nine miles from Lexington, and camped. 21st, 
marched within two miles of Lexington and there changed our course 
toward Independence; camped about twenty miles from Independ¬ 
ence, on the Little Blue. 22d, marched within about one mile and a 
half of Independence, when the skirmishing commenced in front. We 
were dismounted and thrown in position on the right as a reserve for 
the Fourth Brigade. The enemy fell back from the front of the Fourth 
Brigade for about four miles west of Independence, where we bivouacked 
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for the night. 23(i, left camp, being placed on tbe extreme left wing of 
the brigade and in the rear of the Second Arkansas (^avaliy, where we 
were held in position until the center had driven the enemy back. We 
were then moved upon the field, and after a few hours’ rest marched to 
Little Santa F6 and camped. 24th, left Little Santa Fe and marched 
about seventy miles, camping in front of the enemy on the Marai.s des 
0,\ gnes. 2r)th, marched to the Marais des Oygnes and dismounted. We 
weie then thrown out as sldrmishers on the right of the brigade, driv¬ 
ing the enemy from the creek bottom. We weie then mounted and 
marched up into the prairie about three miles, where we halted and fed. 
I^hilips’ and Winslow’s brigades were thrown to the front j the fighting 
then becoming general we were ordered to the front. On arrmng on 
the battle-ground I was ordered to pursue a train of the enemy and 
was followed by the brigade, thereby being thrown in the front. The 
brigade was then ordered to form a line of battle, which was done, my 
battalion being on the right. We marched in this manner for about one 
mile, when we were again thrown into column and marched about one 
mile, when we were again drawn up in line of battle and ordered to 
charge the enemy in the timber on the Little Osage, which we did, 
driving the enemy fi‘om the timber. After efiecting a crossing of the 
creek and reforming we charged the enemy for about four miles, driv¬ 
ing from their position four lines of the enemy^s cavalry. We then 
moved to Fort Scott, having assisted in charging and routing the enemy 
vdthout the loss of a single man. We camped for the night in Fort Sc'ott. 
2Gth, remained at Fort Scott. 27th, left Fort Scott and marched about 
sixty-five miles, camping on the north fork of Spring Biver. 28th, left 
camp and marched to Kewtonia. On arriving at Newtonia we found 
General Bhint with a portion of his forces engaging the enemy, but was 
being forced to fall back. We weie immediately ordered to dismount 
and form on the left of the Sixth Missouri State Militia. We checked 
the enemy and then forced them to fall back a distance of about one mile 
and a half. Wo held our lines until about 10 p. m., when we were 
ordered to bivouac for the night at Kewtonia. 30th, left caini) and 
moved to Little York, ten miles west of Springfield, and camped. 31st, 
left camp and marched into Springfield about 12 o’clock, having marched 
diuing the campaign about 1,000 miles, assisted in driving the rebels out 
of the State, and only lost two men wounded. 

All of which, captain, I respectfully submit. 

WM. B. MITCHELL, 

Major^ Oomdg. Detach, Seventh Prov, Unrolled Missouri Militia, 

Oapt. William T. Kittredoe, 

Assistant Adjntant-Cieneral, 


No. 41. 

Reports of Col, Joseph J, Oravely^ Uighth Missouri State Militia Gar- 

‘airy! 

IJdqrs. Eiohtu Cavalry Missouri State Militia, 

Springfieldj Mo,, November 15, 1864, 
Captain : I have the honor to make the following report of the part 
taken by a detachment of the Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia 
in the late campaign against the rebel force under Maj. Gen. Sterling 
Price, from the 27th of September, 1864, to the 31st of October, 1864: 

The detachment, under my command and composing a part of General 
Sanborn’s brigade, left Springfield, Mo., on the 27th of September, 1864, 
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w itli 13 oonmiissioiiecl oflicers and 208 enlisted men, and marched lo Jef- 
l<‘rson City, Mo., via liolla, Cuba, Vienna, and encamped on the Moreau, 
tlirec miles from the cit}', October o, 1804, and Tras directed to act in 
i'onjunction with the Six^h Cavalry Missouri State Militia, as an advance 
post, and to resist the enemy advancing toward the city. On the after¬ 
noon of the Cth the pickets commenced fighting two miles south of the 
Morean. The enemy was held in check, or did not attempt to advance 
until 0 a. m. on the 7th of October, 1804. The Sixth Cavalry Missouri 
State Militia, and the Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia were 
arranged so as to check and annoy the enemy as much as possible in 
their advance. The enemy advanced their line of skirmishers about 7 
a. m. and attacked Squadron C of the Eighth Cavalry Missouri State 
Militia, commanded by Captain Human, who resisted them stubbornly 
until ordered by me to fall back, the enemy having moved a strong 
column to his left flank. The fighting eommen(*ed at this time, the 
Eighth Eegiment being arranged one squadron in rear of the other, and 
each in turn fighting the enemy until ordered to fall back. C^aptaiii 
Poster had his horse killed while encouraging his men to fight at the 
commencement of the attack. AYhen overpowered and flanked by the 
enemy, the two squadrons (C and E) moved to the rear; tlie enemy 
seeing that they had compelled this move ordered a charge whi(*h soon 
brought them to a line formed near tlie edge of the timber, conqiosed 
of Squadrons A, E, G-,B, and K; the fight was renewed by these 
squadrons with energy; the officers and men fought svell, driving the 
enemy’s skirmish line, and again compelling him to bring up artillery 
to drive us fr'om our strong position, as had been done in their attack 
on Captains Human and Poster. The Eighth Cavaky Missouii Btate 
Militia was then moved across the Moreau, and were relieved by the 
Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, posted so as to protect the cross¬ 
ing, The Eighth Eegiment was again formed on a ridge near the Pair- 
Ground, and again fought the enemy stubbornly for more than one 
hour, assisted by the Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, and in (‘om- 
pliance with orders the command moved into Jeflferson City. On tlie 
8th of October I was placed in command of the troops from Southwest 
Missouri, leaving the Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia under com¬ 
mand of Capt. 11. G. Chitwood, Company G, Eighth Cavalry Missouri 
State Militia. 

On the 9th of October one squadron of the Eighth Cavalry Mis¬ 
souri State Militia, under command of Lieutenant Chitwood, assisted 
Major Mitchell, Seventh Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, to drive 
in the strong rear guard of the enemy near Eussellville, Mo., seven¬ 
teen miles west of Jeflerson City, and did good service. The Third 
Brigade was not engaged in the battle at California on the evening of 
October 9, 18G4. The battle at Bogiiville, on the 11th of Octo¬ 
ber, was fought by the Second Ai'kansas Cavalry and the Sixth Pro- 
\isional Enrolled Missouri Militia^ only one squadron of the Eighth 
Cavalry Missoiui State Militia, being in front as body guard. Com¬ 
pany P and — did good service and acted with coolness and bravery. 

On the 20th of October I was relieved from the command of the Third 
Brigade by General Sanborn, and took command of my regiment. At 
the battle of Independence, October 22, the Eighth Cavalry Missouri 
State Militia was dismounted and marched to the right of the city as a 
reserve, and was not engaged dxuing the fight. On the 23d of October, 
after the enemy had been driven fr*om the crossing of the Big Blue and 
formed on a prairie ridge west of the stream, my regiment was ordered 
to move forwai'd until we found the enemy’s lines and halt ixntil the 
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army came up. About 2 p. m. Major Siiess, of Major-General Pleason- 
toii’s staff, ordered me, in command of my own and the Sixth liegiment 
Cavalry Missouri State Militia, to charge the enemy’s line near a 
house on a prairie ridge, which was done under a most terrific [fire] 
from a section of the enemy’s artillery in position near the above- 
named house, and a heavy fire of musketry from the enemy’s line 
formed for the iirotection of the artillery. The enemy’s force was much 
larger than ours, but gave way, and we gained the ridge with a loss of 
about 25 men. Eebel officers captured gave it as a reason for retreat¬ 
ing that they supposed our army was moving to their left to cut them 
off from the force on the Harrisonville load. This charge prevented 
the rebels from using their artillery against the main force of our army 
on our right. The officers and men of my regiment did their duty well 
and acted bravely on this occasion. On the 24th of October 1 was 
ordered, about 11 p. m., to move my regiment and the Sixth Cavalry 
Missouri State Militia forward until I found the enemy. When near 
the Marais des Oygnes, a branch of the Osage, my advance was fired 
on by the enemy’s piclcets, who were found to be encamped on the 
stream at a village called Trading Post. I halted the command and 
about 3 a. m. October 25 was ordered to drive in the enemy’s pickets 
and to atta(‘k them. I moved forward and found a strong skirmish 
line formed on a mound in their rear, which I immediately attacked, 
and, after a spirited (‘ontcKst, drove them beyond the mound. At the 
dawn of day we found thc^ giemy in strong force near the ford of the 
creek, and, in conjunction with the Poiu'th Iowa Cavalry, attacked 
and drove them a(*ross the stream; this was the commencement of the 
battle of the Osage, October 25, 1864. After the battle was over my 
regiment was placed in charge of the iirisoners, and delivered them at 
Fort Scott about daylight October 26. On the 28th of October, 1864, 
we reached Hewtonia, Mo., where we found JMajor-General Blunt’s com¬ 
mand engaged with the enemy. I was ordered to move my command 
forward rapidly and form on the left of General Blunt’s command, and 
aided in checking the advance of the enemy and finally driving him 
fr'om tlie field. From Newtonia we marched to Springfield, Mo., at 
which place we arrived October 31, 1864. 

The following arc the losses sustained by tlie regiment in the differ¬ 
ent engagements: In tlie battle on the Moreau, October 7,1864,1 non¬ 
commissioned officer and 1 private killed, 1 captain and 14 enlisted 
men wounded. At th(‘ Big Blue, October 23,1864, 1 captain and 8 
enlisted men wounded. At the Marais des Oygnes, October 25,1 en¬ 
listed man wounded. The enemy admit a loss of 1 major and 15 men 
killed and 1 lieutenant colonel and 25 men wounded at the Moreau. 
The damage inflicted at other engagements estimated with losses sus¬ 
tained by them in the battles. 

In conclusion, I desire to return my thanks and that of my entire 
command to Brigadier-General Sanborn, commanding, for his uniform 
kindness and the deep interest he manifested for our welfare during 
the arduous campaign; and also to express our gratitude to his staff 
for their attention on all occasions. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. J. GRAVELY, 

Colonel Eighth Cavalry Ilissouri State Militia. 

Capt. William T. Kittredue, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Disf. of SoufInvest Missouri. 
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Spring-field, Mo., November Jb\ ISGi, 

General: I have the honor to make the following official report ot 
the Thii*d Brigade, Cavalry Division, in the field from the 8th to the 
20th of October, 1864: 

I assumed command of the brigade at Jefferson City by your order 
October 8,1864, and in compliance with your directious marched out on 
the Versailles road to Moreau Creek, ten miles, and encamped. On 
the morning of the 9th my brigade, consisting of the Second Arkansas 
Cavalry, Sixth Missouri State Militia, Eighth Missouri State Militia, 
Sixth and Seventh Provisional liegiments, with section of Battery M, 
Second Missouri Light Artillery, was ordered to the front and after 
jnarching two miles came up with the rear of Price’s army on the road 
to Eussellville. A strong rear guard of the enemy was left to retard 
the progress of our force. I deployed the Seventh Provisional Enrolled 
Missouri Militia, one company of the Eighth Missouri State Militia, 
and one of the Sixth Missouri State Militia as skirmishers, and attacked 
the enemy, driving them steadily to their main force. The fighting was 
spirited, and considerable damage inflicted on the enemy. The enemy 
formed quite a wStrong line to the west of Eussellville, which was soon 
scattered by a few well-directed shots ffioni the section of artillery 
brought to the front under command of Smiley, of Battery H, Second 
Missomi Light Artillery. The musketry fighting was kept up until 
one mile west of Eussellville. Major Mitchell, Seventh Provisional 
’Enrolled Missouri Militia, commanding line of skirmishers, conducted 
the fight well, and the officers and men of his command of the two 
companies of the Missouri State Militia troops, and Lieutenant Smiley 
of the battery, all did their duty and acted bravely on the occasion. 
Our loss during this engagement consists of Lieutenant Biggs, Sixth 
Cavalry Missouri State Militia, killed while leading a charge on the 
rebel lines, and 3 enlisted men wounded. Lieutenant Biggs was a 
brave, efficient, and useful officer, and his loss is severely felt by th(‘ 
command. The brigade was not in front pursuing the enemy until the 
11th of October. When near the La Mine Creek, five miles ffiom Boon- 
ville, I ordered the Second Arkansas Cavalry and Sixth Provisional 
Enrolled Missouri Militia to move forward in line of skirmishers until 
they found the enemy, which they came u]) with three miles south of 
BoonviUe, and immediately engaged him. The enemy had several 
thousand men in line to resist an approach, but the two regiments above 
mentioned di’ove them back to the city under protection ot their artil¬ 
lery and fortifications. The Sixth Cavalry JMissouri State Militia was 
ordered to the front, held as a reserve in rear of the skirmish line, con¬ 
sisting of the Second Arkansas Cavalry and Sixth Provisional En¬ 
rolled Missouri Militia. Col. John E. Phelps, in command of the 
front line, displayed much skill and gTeat bravery on this occasion, 
as did Lieutenant-Colonel McMahan, in command of the Sixth Pro¬ 
visional Enrolled Missouri Militia. All of the officers and men of the 
Second Arkansas Cavalry and Sixth Provisional Enrolled Misvsouri 
Militia behaved themselves nobly and fought well. Serious loss was 
inflicted on the enemy and he was driven with a force far inferior in 
number two miles. A party of the enemy while the contest was pro¬ 
gressing near the city of Boonville moved to the rear of our front line 
on our right flank, but was vigorously attacked by Major Plumb’s com¬ 
mand and repulsed with heavy loss. 

I was at the front and witnessed the fight, and of my own knowl¬ 
edge bear testimony to the bravery and skill of the different regimental 
commandeis of the brigade on this day. I respectfully refer you to the 
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accouipaiiyiiig re])orts of regimental commanders for an ac(*ount of 
llie losses sustained by us in the battle. Our command the next day, 
the 12th, "was moved back to California for rations and^ras again moved 
toward Boonville, but the enemy had left for Lexington. 

No further engagements were had with the enemy until you resumed 
command of the biigade. 

I have th(^ honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

J. J. OllAVELY, 

CoL St/i C((v,j\L aV. j1/., Comd(j, Jd Jirlrj, Cav., Gen, ^Sanbortds Dit\ 

[General John B. Sanborn.J 


No. 12. 

lieportH of Bri(j, Gen, Clinton B, Fiftl\ <7. B, Armn,^ commandina District 

of North Missouri 

llEADQtURTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH MISSOURI, 

Glasgow^ Jfe., Beptemher 27j ISUL 

General : I have the honor to report that on Monday, the 10th in¬ 
stant, I left Saint Joseph with Companies B and M, Ninth Cavalry Mis¬ 
souri Btate Militia; Companies C and D, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, 
and a section of mountain howitzers, Company C, Second Missouri 
Artillery. I moved to Macon by railroad, and on the morning of the 
21st inarched from Macon, my force having been augmented by Com¬ 
panies C and E, Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia. I camped near 
Huntsville on the night of the 21st and moved thence to Eoanoke, where 
1 divided the command, sending a portion direct to Payette under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Draper, Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, and 
marched with the balance of the command to this post. I had m the 
meantime ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Matthews, Third Cavalry Mis¬ 
souri State Militia, to move his entire command from Sturgeon to 
Eocheport, and there establish his headquarters, and dire(*ted Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel Stauber, Forty-second Missouri Volunteer Infantry, to move 
from Macon to Sturgeon with three companies. I also ordered General 
Douglass to move from Mexico toward Eocheport, with 200 of the First 
Iowa Cavalry Volunteers. The bcvst information I could obtain indi¬ 
cated that the guerrillas, under Perkins, Quantrill, Thrailkill, Todd, 
Anderson, Holtzclaw, Davjs, and others, were concentrating in the 
Perche Hills on or about the line separating Howard and Boone 
Counties. I made dispositions accordingly and as secretly as possible, 
and moved upon the haunts of the villains from Fayette, Glasgow, 
Sturgeon, and Mexico. The guerrillas were routed from their camps 
and found to be about 400 strong, under Quantrill and Perkins. On 
Friday evening, the 23d instant, a portion of the train of the Third 
Cavalry Missouri State Militia was surjirised by the guerrillas ten miles 
northeasterly from Eocheport, and twelve men were biutally murdered 
after they had surrendered. Some of our dead were thrown upon the 
burning wagons which the fiends destroyed and their bodies were par¬ 
tially consumed. Our troops made but a slight resistance and fled 
panic-stricken from the field. They were outnumbered by the bush¬ 
whackers four to one. Perkins, the guerrilla chief, is reported severely 
wounded at this engagement. His pocket-book and papers were found 
scattered on the ground of the massacre. Had Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Mattliews moved his commaiid together we should have been spared 
this disaster 5 although General Douglass reports to me that the colonel 
ought not to be censured for his action in the premises. The guer¬ 
rillas immediately scattered in every direction. Major Leonard, Ninth 
Cavalry Missouri State Militia, who was moving from Fayette to Roche- 
port, came upon a gang of these guerrillas, and killed 6 of them, capt¬ 
uring 32 horses and 30 revolvers. Our only casualty was 1 wounded. 
Among tlie dead bushwhackers was a Captain Bissett, recently a terror 
in Platte and Olay Counties. 

On Saturday morning the guerrillas from different i)oiiits concen¬ 
trated upon Fayette and charged into the town at 10.30 a. m., yelling 
like demons, their advance being clad in Federal uniform. They were 
properly welcomed by the small force in garrison and most handsomely 
whipped after three uiisuccessfal attempts to dislodge our troops. 
Thii'teen of the villains were killed outright and — so severely wounded 
that they died on Saturday night. One rebel captain, name not known, 
was among the dead. Their wounded numbered 30, judging from the 
carriages stolen to remove them. We are daily learning of the death 
of some one of the wounded. Our loss was 1 killed and 2 wounded. I 
had on the same day ordered Major King, Thirteenth Cavalry Missouri 
Yolunteers, from this post to Fayette, with 200 well-apx)ointed men. 
He arrived at Fayette two hours after the discomfited rascals had left 
in the direction of Roanoke, and pushed on after them without delay. 
On iSunday, the 2oth instant, the brigands sat down in the front of 
Huntsville, and in the name of Colonel Perkins and the Southern Con¬ 
federacy demanded a surrender. The militia stationed at Huntsville, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Denny, showed fight, and, Major King being 
close after the villains, they moved toward Eenick, tearing down the 
telegraph wires by the mile. Major King pursued them as rapidly as 
possible with his jaded horses, and at last advices, 1.30 p. m. Monday, 
the 20th, was very near them at Middle Grove, in Monroe County. 
Several stragglers from the guerrillas have been captured and summa- 
rOy mustered out. Lieutenant-Colonel Draper, with a detachment of 
the Ninth Cavalry Missouii State Militia, moved from Fayette toward 
Renick on the 20th instant. General Douglass, with the Iowa troops, 
toward Sturgeon, scouting through the Perche Hills, and will unite or 
co-operate with Major iSng. In several small skirmishes with the 
bushwhackers on Saturday and Sunday our troops were successful in 
killing the buskwhackers. No better region than this could be selected 
for guerrilla warfare. The topograi>hy of the country and the hearts 
and consciences of the people are adapted to the hellish work. There 
is scarcely a family but what has its representative iii either Price’s in¬ 
vading force or in tlie corps de bush. Men and women of wealth and 
position give their entire influence and aid to the knights of the bush. 
The hand of the Government must be laid heavily upon them. I shall 
remain in this section and on the North Missouri Railroad until affairs 
are in a better condition. 

I expect a full report of the KeytesviHe disaster to-day. Cowardice 
and treason combined caused the loss of Keytesville and the brutal mur¬ 
der of Mr. Carman, one of the best of citizens, and of William Young, 
an aged loyalist, serving faithfully as a Federal scout himself and had 
three sons in the Union army. The fiends murder none but radical 
Union men, while conservatives of undoubted loyalty are spared in 
property and person. The radicals are hunted from their homes, and 
their substance appropriated and destroyed. Our troops being chiefly 
fi:om the radical portion of the community, it is with great difficulty 
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they are restrained froin depredations upon the class favored by the 
bushwhackers. I will promptly and vigorously ui*ge the people to a 
response to your admirable General Orders, 'No, 176. You have struck 
the ke 3 Uiote. Let the masses rise up in their strength and give an ex¬ 
hibition of their devotion to loyalty and the (Jiiion, and Price will 
never a^aiii invade Missouri with his thieving horde. 1 am placing 
every county court-house in as safe condition as possible, but there are 
so many towjis to protect, so many railway bridges, stations, and trains 
constantly exiiosed to attack, capture, and destruction by the fiends, 
that we must expect serious trouble in that direction. I will keep you 
posted daily of movements in the district. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CUNTON B. EISK, 

Brigadier- General 

Maj. Gen. W. S. Eosecrans, 

GommayidUig Dept, of the 2Iissouri^ Saint Louis^ Mo, 


GLAsaow, September 27^ 1864. 

The train on the 15701411 Missouri Eailroad, bound north froin Saint 
Louis to-day, was captured at Oentralia Station by Bill Anderson and 
his friends. Twenty-one soldiers were taken thereixom and shot. The 
passengers were robbed and the train set on fire, and put in motion 
toward Allen. The villains were secreted about the railway depot and 
had been there, ready, an hour when the train came up. They had the 
citizens of the town under guard, thereby preventing intelligence of 
their presence being communicated to the approeiching train. Per¬ 
kins and Tlirailkill were reported as co-operating with Anderson, being 
near by and in sight of the depot. General Douglass, Lieutenant- 
Oolonel Draper, Major Leonard, and Major King are each in that 
neighborhood, with an aggregate of COO troops, and some of them 
ought to fall upon the villains. More than half* of this murdering 
party are young men from Boone < 'Ounty, fed, protected, and encour¬ 
aged by many of the citizens of this region. We have troops at all the 
telegraph stations, but it is impossible to guard all stations with the 
forces at our command. A few of these barbarians can capture, rob, 
and burn a train at any of the way-stations. 

OLIE-TON B. FISK, 

Brigadier-General, 


Major-General Eosecrans, 

Saint Loukj J/o. 


(iLASCrOW, September 28, J864 — 10,26 a. m. 

Major fJohnston, Thirty-ninth Missouri Volunteers, with a detachment 
of this command, engaged the guerrillas at Oentralia yesterday at 3 
p. m. xA sharp, severe fight ensued, with considerable loss on both 
sides. Particulars arc not yet received. Major Johnston reported 
Idlled. Colonel Draper, Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, with 
300 men, was marching rapidly toward Oentralia at 5 o’clock yester¬ 
day evening. At midnight General Douglass was moving in the same 
direction with 150 men. Major King is in the same neighborhood with 
200 men. The guerrillas are said to have numbered 600 last night, and 
37 B B—yoL XLi, PT i; 
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iucreasiug every lioar. From reliable rebel sources we learn tbeir plan 
was to destroy trains and bridges on the railroad, thereby drawing our 
ibrces in that direction, then scatter, take Oolunibia, Fayette, Glasgow, 
and Eocheport, idunder and burn them, cross the river between Boon- 
ville and Eocheport. I am organizing citizens for defense as rapidly 
and thoroughly as possible. 

OLIKTONT r>. FlHlv, 

Br if/a (Her- ffenerid, 

Major-General Eosecrans. 


Headquarters District of N’ortu Missouri, 

Maeon^ Becemher IHiil, 

Colonel: i liavc the honor to report that on the »‘10ih <lay of 8e])- 
tember last, being then at Glasgow, Howard County, I received a tele¬ 
gram from the major-general (*oiuinanding, directing me to move to 
Jefrersou City with all possible dispatch. The troops of my command 
were at that date scattcr(‘d ‘'’■.••u-.h the counties lying between the 
Hannibal and Saint Joseph IJ.i and the Missouri Eiver, fighting 
the hordes of tiendish guerrillas who, under Anderson, Todd, Thrailkill, 
Perkins, and Holtzclaw, were making a pathway of blood across the 
district, plundering and burning the property of Union citizens, and 
destroying railway trains, depot buildings, and bridges. Seventy 
(‘ommissioned officers from Prude’s army had already been sent into 
Korth Missouri to gather up the recruits that had been enlisted in the 
rebe'I servi(*e during the summer. Colonel I\'ery, of Carroll County, 
chief of the rebel recruiting party, was killed by Colonel Shanklili, 
Thirtieth Enrolled Missouri Militia, on the 28tli of September; three 
of his oMcers shared his fate. Official xiapers taken from their dead 
bodies indicated their mission. Immediately upon receiving orders to 
move to Jefferson City I dispatched messengers to the several detach¬ 
ments of my available troops, ordering them to proceed direct to Jef¬ 
ferson City without delay. Detachments of the Third and NTiiith Cav¬ 
alry Missouri State Militia, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry Yolunteers. 
First Iowa Cavalry Volunteers, Thirty-ninth, Forty-third, and Forty- 
ninth Missouri Volunteer Infantry, and one section of Company C 
(small howitzers), Second Missouri Artillery, were thus ordered. Tele- 
gTaph lines being destroyed and mail lines almost altogether inter¬ 
rupted, orders w(n*e dispatched by messengers, who in many instances 
were captured by the enemy. I arrived in Jefferson City on the night 
of October 3, with 200 men of my command. During tlie 4th, oth, Oth, 
and 7th other detachments of my troops arrived, aggregating 1,<S00, of 
whom 1,000 were composed of companies of unorganized infantry regi¬ 
ments who had never been drilled an hour. I found on my arrival at 
Jefferson City that Brigadier-General Brovn occupied tlie city and lield 
the country to the Osage Eiver, his force all told being 3,000, one-half 
of whom were unorganized infantry volunteers, Enrolled Missouri Mili¬ 
tia, and citizen guards. I did not assume immediate commaml on ar¬ 
rival at Jefferson City, as telegrams from the major-general command¬ 
ing indicated that himself or other officers ranking myself would 
speedily arrive. I therefore directed my troops to reiiort to General 
Brown for orders and devoted my iiersonal attention to the concentra¬ 
tion of troops from my district at Jefferson City, and pushing them to 
the work in the trenches or to the front as rapidly as possible. 
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On tlie morning of tlie Gtli Generals Md^Teil and Sanborn reported 
from Kolia—^tlie former with 1,000 cavalry and eight pieces of artillery, 
the latter with 1,400 cavahy. The major-general commanding tele¬ 
graphed me on the 6th to assume command of the combined forces at 
Jefferson City. I immediately organized the force into four brigades, 
under Generals Brown, McK’eil, and Sanborn, and Col. Franklin W* 
Hickox, Enrolled Missouri Militia. The effective sti^ength of the frag¬ 
ments of commands thus hastily thrown together from different districts 
of the department, ineludiug Bniolled Missouri Militia and loyal citi¬ 
zens, was, of officers and men, 7,200. Generals Md^Teil and Sanborn, who 
had for many days been in immediate proximity to the enemy, informed 
me that Price’s army numbered not less than 20,000 men, and that ho 
could put 15,000 well appointed veterans and more than twenty pieces 
of artillery into action. The major-general commanding had i)re\uously 
ordered that the State capital must be successfully defended at all haz¬ 
ards. A force of 1,500, under Colonel Phillips, Seventh Cavalry Missouri 
State Militia, was lighting the advance of Price’s army on the Osage 
when I assumed command. The enemy were at that time crossing the 
Osage Kiver in force at Prince’s, Bolton’s, and other fords, covering a 
space of about eight miles in width on the routes leading lo the State 
capital. General Sanborn’s mounted troops were resisting the advance 
of the enemy on the road leading from the Fair-Ground to the IMoreau 
and Osage. The force at the front were ordered to vigorously contest the 
of the Osage and Moreau,and when driven to fall back fighting 
to tlie city and withdraw to the iiitrenchments. General MclSTeil’s bri¬ 
gade was assigned to the .right. General Brown’s to the left, and Gen¬ 
eral Sanborn’s to the center, v ithin our fortified lines. Colonel Hiek- 
ox’wS brigade was posted as a reserve. All troops not ordered to the 
front and the citizens of the city were busily engaged digging rifle-pits 
and preparing for the best possible defense of the State capital. On 
the morning of the Ttli the eneuiy had driven our advanced lines back 
to-the Moreau and appc^ared in heavy force on its east bank, his main 
column on the Bolton road, and drove our troops steadily to the Fair- 
Ground. Our foicc was all withdrawn to the iutreuchmeiits at 1 p. iq. 
Tlie enemy jiushed his lines to the front of our left and center and 
opened on onr fortified lines witli his artillery from a wooded height at 
the left ol'the Fair-Ground. Thurber’s battery, on the left of our line, and 
Sutter’s, in the cenbT, botli of the Second Missouri Artillery, simulta¬ 
neously poured tlioir w(41 directed shots into the enemy’s artillery, dis¬ 
mounting one of his pieces at the first fire. Alter an exchange of a few 
shots, and an inspection of our earth-works, the enemy withdrew his 
artillery, retired liis lines, and moved his columns toward our right, with 
the evident design of investing the city. During the night of the 7th 
our entire command were busily engaged strengtlieniug our earth¬ 
works, digging additional rifle-pits, and preparing to receive an avssault 
at any point on onr line. The movements of the enemy during th€^ 
night*indicated his preparation to mass his force to assault om’ right. 

At daylight on the morning of tlie <StIi he app(»a.red in force jn front 
of MiiNeil, but withdrew before advancing near our earth-works. As 
the enemy retired and a reconnaissance to the Moreau revealed the tact 
that his entire army had passed to our right, the mounted troops of 
Sanborn’s brigade were thrown upon his rea-r, killing many and captur¬ 
ing a large number of men and arms. At 8 a. m, all the mounted 
troops of the command were ordered in pursuit of the enemy with five 
days’ field rations in their haversacks and 140 rounds of ammunition, 
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The capital of the State had been saved from the polluting presence 
of her traitorous sons in arms. One of the chief objects of Price’s inva¬ 
sion of Missouri, the seizure and occupancy of her political capital for 
the purpose of holding elections and the transaction of other business 
by the itinerating traitors who style themselves the State and legis¬ 
lative departments of Missouri, was, by the courage, industi-y, and 
determination of our small force at Jefferson City, defeated; a substan¬ 
tial success had been gained, and the soldiers who through one of the 
severest of equinoctial storms made long and forced mai'ches to the 
capital, many of them leaving their own homes to certain destruction 
by the guerrillas, and the citizens who so cheerfully and earnestly 
seized spade or musket for its defense, deserve and will receive the 
gratitude of the loyalists of Missouri. I have the honor to bear full 
and hearty testimony to the conduct of all officers and men and citi¬ 
zens for their faithful service. 

The reports of Generals Brown, McHeil, and Sanborn, forwarded 
direct to department headquarters, will give tabular statements of 
losses in killed and wounded, and list of prisoners lost and captured. 

At 10.30 a. m. on the morning of the 8th Majjor-General Pleasonton 
arrived at Jefferson City, and in obedience to orders from the major- 
general commanding assumed command. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, 

CLINTON B. FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Col. John Y. 1)u Bois, 

Chief of Dejjt. of the Missouri, Saint Louis. 


Headquartbes Disteiot op North Missouri, ' 
Macon, Mo., December 16, 1861. 

Col. John V. Du Bois, 

Chief of Staff, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Colonel : In obedience to instructions from Major-General Eosecraus 
I have the honor herewith to transmit supplementary report of opera¬ 
tions of the troops of my command subsequent to being relieved by 
Major-General Pleasonton, October 8. 

I have the honor, colonel, to be, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, 

CLINTON B. FISK, 

Brigadier-General. 

Headquarters District of North Missouri, 

Macon, Mo., December 8,1861. 

Colonel ; Supplementary to my report on the movements of my com¬ 
mand to Jefferson City and the operations of the troops in defense of 
the State capital, I have the honor to add that immediately upon the 
assumption of command by Major-General Pleasonton, on the 8th of 
October, 1864:, I was by him first ordered to assume command of the 
Thirty-ninth and Forty-ninth Missouri Infantry Yolunteers and imme¬ 
diately occupy that portion of the intrenched line then held by Briga¬ 
dier-General Sanborn. At a later hour in the day I was ordered to in o- 
ceed with my command via the Missouri Eiver and garrison the post 
of Lexington. 
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Tlie steamers Sioux City and Hattie May were placed at my disposal 
for the transportation of my command, one section of Sutter’s battery, 
Second Missouri Artillery, having been directed to report to me. I 
suggested to the major-general commanding that it would undoubtedly 
be impracticable for me to reach Lexington via the Missouri River; 
that the rebel army would probably occupy Boonville before steamers 
could i)ossibly reach that point, and respectfully requested that in the 
event of finding the enemy in force on tlie river-bank J might be per¬ 
mitted to disembark iny troops, return the steamers to Jefferson City, 
and march my command to Glasgow, where 1 could concentrate addi¬ 
tional force from my district and resist the progress of Price’s army into 
North Missouri. General Pleasonton replied that he thought there 
would be no difficulty in executing the orders I had received, and directed 
that in the event of finding the river blockaded 1 should report to him 
the impracticability of proceeding by river and wait instructions. I em¬ 
barked my command on the night of the 8th and at daylight on the morn¬ 
ing of the 9111 ]uished out for Lexington. The exceedingly low stage of 
water rendered our progi’css difficult and slow. It became necessary to 
disembark the troops and horses at sand-bars and then spar the empty 
transports over. By the xitmost diligence we w^ere able to make but 
eighteen miles distance during the 9th. Upon arriving at Rocheport at 
noon on the lOtli I met citizens fleeing from Boonville with the informa¬ 
tion that the enemy had occupied Boonville in large force on the previous 
day. I immediately took steps to secure reliable information by sending 
scouts of my own men who were familiar with the country on both sides 
the Missouri River to BoonviUe. Their report confirmed the presence 
of Prhic with his entire army at Boonville. His camps extended down 
the south side of the riven* six miles and his artillery commanded the 
Missouri. He had captured a steam ferry-boat in good order and was 
on that day crossing a large cavalry force to the north side of the river 
into Howard County. Large i)arties of the enemy were moraig through 
the country stealing horses and clothing and giving notice to willing 
(‘onscripts that they must report without delay to Price, the rebel 
chieftain, at Boonville. 

On the night of the lOth the Forty-fifth Missouri Infantry Volunteers, 
Col. T. A, Switzler, and Oapt. F, WiUiam Fuchs, with two sections Bat¬ 
tery C, Second Missouri Artillery, reached Rocheport by steamers,under 
orders from Major-General PleavSonton to garrison the post of Boon¬ 
ville. On the morning of the 11th 1 sent Lieut. W. T. Clarke, aide-de- 
camp, to Jefferson City vilh dispatches to General Pleasonton, inform¬ 
ing him of the situation, and again suggested that I be permitted to » 
march my command across the country from Rocheport to Glasgow, 
and resist the crossing of the enemy to North Missouri. At Glasgow 
was a large quantity of quartermaster and commissary stores, and a 
limited garrison. Col. Chester Hai'ding, jr., Forty-third Regiment 
Missouri Volunteers, had by my order left Saint Joseph on 5th of 
October en route to Jefferson City by steamer West Wind, and no 
intelligence had been received from them since passing Kansas City. 

1 desired to reach Glasgow and save the garrison at that point, and to 
so dispose my command that it could be re-enforced by the troops 
descending the river, and by other force from the Hannibal and Saint 
Joseph Railroad, and I therefore respectfully, but earnestly, requested 
General Pleasonton to permit me to march to Glasgow. On the morn¬ 
ing of the 12th 1 received orders from General Jfleasonton by the hand 
of Lieutenant Clarke, aide-de-camp, to immediately disembark my 
forces at Providence, Mo., together with those of Colonel Switzler, 
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and Rend the boats immediately back to Jeiferson City, and to a^rait 
orders at that ])oint. In obedience to this order I placed my command 
in camp at l*ro\idence, ]VIo.,^ind again advised (reneral Ldeasowton of 
the situation. My scouts had brought me information that the enemy 
veve crossing cavalry and artillery to the north side of the river. 
The fiend Bill Anderson, whose band of murderers had crossed from 
North JVJissouri to Boonville to report to their chieftain, Sterling Price, 
had by said chief on the 11th been ordered to recross ihe Missouri 
liiver and renew his iiendish atrocities; especially was he ordered to 
l)ermanently destroy the North Missouri Kailroad. S(‘outs reported 
detachments of the enemy marching on Payette, (llasgow, and Hunts¬ 
ville. On the morning of the I3th 1 received orders from General 
PJeasonton to move my command by the nortli bank of the Missouii 
Kiver to Jefierson (hty, and to report my arrival at that point io his 
headquarters by letter. 1 reached JefiVrsou City at noon of the 14th, 
reported by letter, as directed, and was ordered to march my (‘oinmand 
to California, and ui)on iny arrival at that point to report by letter or 
telegra])h to MaJ. Gen. A. J. Smith, commanding Eight Wing,\Sjxteenth 
Army Corps, for orders. General Smith being yet at Jefferson City 
dire(*ted me to place my men in camp, and wait orders from himself or 
the department commander, vho that day arrived at Jefferson City. 
On the IGtli 1 was ordered i)y IMajor-General Roseerans to V(^turii to 
my district witli the Forty-ninth Missouri Volunteers, and su(*h other 
troops belonging to my distri(*t as eoukl be relieved from duty at flel- 
ferson City. On the night of the lOth this order was eountermanded, 
and I was directed to proceed upon a reconnaissance up the Missouri 
Eiver ou the steamer Isabella, with 200 picked men and two pieces ot 
artillery. At daylight ou the morning ol* the 17th I moved np tlie 
]VIissoim Eiver, arriving at Boonville in the evening, at whicdi point 
information reached me that on Saturday ]>revious, October 15, the reb¬ 
els had attaeked Glasgow from both sides of the river Avith an overwhelm¬ 
ing force. The garrison had been re-eiiforeed on the eA^ening of i lie 1 ;ith 
by a portion of Colonel Harding’s regiment, Forty third Missouri \"oI- 
unteers, the effective force when attacked being 550 men, including vol¬ 
unteers, militia, and loyal citizens, and no artillery. Colonel Harding’s 
report, which has been forwarded to department iieadcjiiarters, informs 
the general commanding how gallantly this small force for hours fought 
an entire division of Price’s arm.A^ a battery of artillery being brought 
into action by the enemy on each side the river, and when over¬ 
whelmed, vSurrendered upon terms permitting owv brave boys to mardi 
out of the garrison with drums beating and colors Hying, and all i>ri- 
vate property of the captured to be respected. Among the officers sur¬ 
rendered were three ot my own staff, Lieut. (Jol. 1). J. llyiies, SeA'en- 
teenth Illinois Cavalry Volunteers, chief of ca\"alry; Maj. F, G. Por¬ 
ter, medical director, and Oapt. George A. Holloway, assistant adju¬ 
tant-general, the conduct of Avhom during the unequal contlict is noticed 
in a (‘omplimentary manner by Colonel Harding. The captives had 
been paroled by the enemy and sent across the Missouri EiA’-er, and 
toward Boomdlle, under rebel escort, and were Avithin a few miles of 
the city when I arrived. I immediately ordered Oapt. H. S. Glaze, 
acting aide-de-camp, to procure all the carriages and wagons to be 
found ill Boonville and proceed to the La Mine Eiver to meet the 
wearied prisoners; the party arrwed at Boonville on the morning of 
the 18th, where I provided for their comfort as best 1 could from the 
scanty stores in Boonville and on board the Isabella. I returned to 
Jefferson City ou the night of the 18th and reported to'the general com- 
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inaiidiug such facts touching the whereabouts and movements of the 
enemy as I had been able to gather. On the 19th 1 was ordered by 
Major-General llosecrans to proceed with the troops of my command 
to La Mine bridge and take command of all troops at that point and 
on the railroad from California to Warrensburg. My command arrived 
at Tja Mine bridge on the 21st and immediately commenced rebuilding 
tlie bridge at tliat and other points, and in one week re-opened the Pa- 
(‘ihc liailroad from Jefferson City to TVarrensburg. The labor per¬ 
formed by troops in the reconstruction of destroyed bridges, the open¬ 
ing up and inaiiitaining lines of communication, the ])ushing forward 
with prom])tness troops and supplies to the army at the front, is too 
frecpiently overlooked or forgotten in the recapitulation of services ren¬ 
dered in important campaigns. 

On the 28th I reported to the major-general commanding, then at 
Warrensburg, and was by him ordered to return to IXorth Missouri, via 
Glasgow, and reorganize my district with all possible dispatch. I 
moved my command from the La Mine bridge on the 29th, arrived at 
Glasgow IsTovember 2, and at my headquarters in Saint Joseph on the 
Gth, and proceeded to the organization of my district. 

I am ])leased to make honorable mention of the foliowing-name<l staff 
officers, who served with me during the campaign on the south side or 
the IVlissouri Liver: Lieut. Col. Austin A. King, jr., Thirteenth Missouri 
Cavalry Volunteers, acting aide-de-camp; Capt. LI. S. Glaze, Mnth Cav¬ 
alry Missouri State Militia, assistant inspector-general and acting aide- 
de-(*amp; Lieut. William T. (darke, aide-de-camp; Lieut. J. H. Waite, 
S(^veuteenth Illinois Cavalry Volunteers, acting aide-de-camp, and Lieut. 
Thomas J. Tidswell, Forty-fourth Missouri Volunteers, acting assistant 
adjutant-general. Lieutenant Clarke, aide-de-camp, is entitled to spe- 
(‘ial commendation for the energy and zeal he devoted to the concentra¬ 
tion of troops from the District of Korth Missouri for the salvation of the 
State capital. Jlrigadier-General Douglass, Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
(‘ommanding Eightli Military District of Missouri, rendered valuable 
service in concentrating and forwarding troops. 

During my absence from the district bands of guerrillas, detached 
from Price’s main force, were sent by their i*hief into l^orth Missouri to 
murder Unionists and burn their substance, and to destroy railway 
depots and bridges. The Enrolled Missouri Militia of the distri(‘t 
responded ]iromptly to the call made upon them, and generally rendered 
most excellent service in beating back the robber horde. 

The militia garrison at Paris, Monroe County, under command of Cap¬ 
tain Fowkes, with 100 men, was surrendered to a suiKwior force of the 
enemy. Officers and men were vsworn not to bear arms against the 
rebels; horses, arms, and private property were stolen and carried 
away. The post of C'arrollton, under command oi‘ Maj. George Deagle, 
Sixty-lifth Pcgimcnt Enrolled Missouri Militia, with ICO men, was simi¬ 
larly surrendered on the 17th of October. The surrendered officers were 
])aroled on the spot; the men were inarched to the south side of the 
Missouri Fiver near Waverly, and all i)aroled but six, who were brutally 
murdered and thrown by the wayside. The bodies of the victims were 
discovered, identified, and removed to Carroll County for burial. 

The Enrolled Missouri Militiaof Daviess and Fay Counties, commanded 
by Lieut. Col. S. P. Cox, attacked Bill Anderson and fiends at Albany, Fay 
County, on the 27th [26th | day of October and gained a signal victory. 
Among the slain was Andervson, the murderer chieftain, who for months 
had been a terror to Unionists in Central and Korth Missoimi. The 
heai't would sicken and the mind recoil at the recital and contemplation 
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Alter the surrender the Stars and Stripes were torn down from the 
court-house, and ThrailkilPs address to the surrendered militia in glori¬ 
fication of the flag of the so-called Confederate States was greeted by 
applause and cheering and cries of bully^” &c. The citizens were 
plundered indiscriminately of their horses, arms, and money, but in 
many instances the money was returned to the owners by the officers 
in command of these outlaws. The only men of active loyalty in Keytes- 
ville at that time (Robert Carman and William Young) were marched 
out a short distance from the town and shot. Inquiries were made for 
some others with the assurance, if found, they would hang to the nearest 
tree, but they had escaped to the brush and are for the time safe. I am 
entirely satisfied that Lieutenant Pleyer should be held responsible with 
his life for this disaster, being credibly informed by persons familial* 
with its strength that the court-house (destroyed on that morning) 
could have been held by ten brave men against any force that could have 
been brought against it. In his deposition he avers that his men would 
have fired had he commanded them to do so, but the threat made that 
if he did not surrender they would kill his last man,’^ seems to have 
paralyzed the poor, miserable poltroon witli fear, and consequently he 
surrendered up the post without firing a shot. Lieutenant Pleyer is a 
poor German, living in this county, totally unfit in every respect to have 
the command of men, and I cannot but consider an officer who could 
place such a man on duty, except as a private soldier, censurable in a 
high degree. I therefore recommend the arrest of Lieut. Berry Owen 
for this cause, and for absenting himself from his command without 
authority. One of the men who was so wantonly murdered was a Mr. 
Robert Carman, sherifi* of Chariton County, and hoin what I can learn 
from his neighbors and the residents of the county generally, the 
very best man” in it. He was but recently from a sick bed, was some 
sixty-five years of age, was forced to marcih about half a mile from 
town, when he was shot through the head, Just above the left cheek 
bone, killing liim instantly. Mr. William Young was also a citizen of 
considerable repute latterly, and about the same age as Mr. Carman. 
Both gentlemen leave families, and L would urge a tax of $10,000 be 
levied for benefit of the heirs of the former, and $5,000 for the latter, 
upon the disloyal people of the eountjr; also a tax of some $.35,000 to 
rebuild the court-house. 

On arriving at Brunswick I was struck with the alarm depicted upon 
the countenances of the soldiers and citizens. There appeared to be 
no discipline whatever, no order, nor soldierly bearing amongst the 
troops. I informed Ool. W. E. Moberly^, the commanding officer of my 
business at his post, and was assured that he would facilitate as far as 
in his power the investigation I wms about to make. At this post 
there are represented four companies of the Thirty-fiffch Enrolled Mis¬ 
souri Militia, commanded and composed as follows: Company E, 
Captain Brawner, sixty-oq^e men on duty, all in sympathy with the 
Southern rebellion (except the officers). They can, however, be relied 
upon to fight bushwhackers, but will not fight Confederate State 
soldiers, and they consider Thrailkill and his confederates as soldiers. 
Company G, Captain Bucksath, sixty men on duty, fifty of whom are 
German radicals, and can be relied upon in any emergency; and ten 
sympathizers with rebellion, who cannot be relied upon to fight against 
Confederate soldiers. This company was organized for the protection 
of their own homes at Bowling Green, and declare they must return 
there to protect them, and are consequently liable to leave here at any 
time. Company I, Captain Rees, twenty-five men on duty, and all in 
sympathy with the rebellion. This is the company which furnished 
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tlie surrender of Keytesville, and some of wliose number joined the 
bushwhackers and marched away with them. They cannot be relied 
upon at all. Company B, Captain Stanley, six men on duty, all loyal 
and reliable. This (*ompany has furnished nearly all of its number to 
Colonel Forbes’ tw elve-months regunent of U. S. Volunteers. There are 
seventy-live citizens under the command of (^a])tain Cunningham, about 
half of whom can be relied upon in any emergency, who are neither 
soldiers nor militia and are only called upon occasionally. Tlius it will 
be seen that the total force, including the citizens’ company, consists of 
227 men, 93 of whom can be depended ui)on, and 134 whom it is very 
much feared are anxiously awaiting an op])ortunity to deliver up the 
post to their avowed liiends, the rebel enemies of the Government. 
Should Biicksath’s coini)any return to Bowling Green there would not 
remain a loyal man in tliis neighborhood, as all their hopes for life are 
centered in them. And from my own observation, with a sufficient 
cause, with one comirany of soldiers and an officer to command, I 
should consider this post safe, and unless it can be sent here soon, I 
earnestly recommend the Avithdrawal of all Government stores now 
here, in order that they may not fall into the hands of tlie iirst party 
of armed rebels who may pass this way and want them. 

1 hnd that the men of undoubted loyalty are averse to affiliating with 
the disloyal militia, lest they may be siuTendered by them and turned 
over to the guerrillas and bushwhackers, to shai’e the same fate that has 
befallen all loyal men who have been unfortunate enough to fall into 
their hands. This feeling has so iirmly ingrafted itself upon their 
minds that I think one of the chief vMuirces of danger at this post is a 
want of determination of every one in authority to do battle against 
any foe until a victory is won, occasioned by a general distrtist of the 
men. This, notwithstanding I consider the officers undoiibtedly loyal. 
From these and other causes it has been the experience in this*county 
that the legitimate results of arming disloyal men in communities 
where they preponderate so vastly is to hunt loyalty fi‘om ihe country 
and compel it to exist wholly by stealth. 

While I cannot blame Colonel Moberly or any of his officers in com¬ 
mand here (except for lack of ju'oper discipline) for the unsettled state 
of the country, 1 unhesitatingly re<‘ommend that the Thirty-fitth En¬ 
rolled Missouri Militia be immediately disbanded and, if iK)ssil)h% 
replaced by 100 soldiers, and authority be given to raise a company of 
loyal men in the town for the ])rotection of the town, which 1 (*onsider 
woidd establish loyalty on a firm basis and send r<‘bellion and bush¬ 
whacking either into the brush or into eternity, where it l)elongs. 

Trusting that this rei)ort will prove satistacWy, I am, general, v ith 
high regards, your obedient servant, 

13. 3. J1YNE8, 

Chief of Cavalry^ Diatriei of Korth Mmourl' 

Brig. Gen. C. B. Fisk, 

Commanding District of North Mlssoini^ In the Field. 

. [Iiiclosiiie Uo. 1 ] 

Hdqrs. Thirty-fifth TtEHT. Enrolled Missouri Mil., 

Brunswleh ^ 7l/o., i^epUmiber ^6^ ISGi . 

General : The investigation, under {Special Field Orders, No. 2, hav- 
ing been concluded by Colonel llynes, and the result thereof reported 
to you, I think I may safely make some suggestions with reference to 
my command without being adjudged guilty of an attem])t to frusti'ate 
any action that may be taken upon said report. 
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My command lias been largely reduced recently by enlistments in 
the XJ, S. service^ discharges for cause, sickness, and desertion, without 
including the captures made at KeytesviJle. Captain Stanley reports 
only eleven men remaining for duty; Captain Brawner’s company has 
been reduced to eiglity-one men, about sixty-five of whom are present 
for duty; Captain Kees’ company, out of which the capture at Keytes- 
ville was made, numbers about fifty men, excluding captures, about 
twenty live of whom are present for duty; Captain Bucksath’s company 
nuifibers aliout eighty men, with about an average of between sixty and 
seventy for duty. In addition to these I have a citizens’ coiujiany under 
Captain Cunningham, subjetd to be called for duty only in cases of 
emergeiuy, which (am muster lor duty seventy-live men and ui)waixh 
With this force 1 fixd able to hold this post against any ordinary con¬ 
centration of bushwhackers, a veiy heavy concentration Ixnng the only 
thing 1 fear, which I thought was certainly coming u])on me a few days 
ago. yome of these com])anies are chaigedwdth being unwilling to 
tight Conlederate trooiis, but v ith how much truth I am not able to say, 
though i feel very willing to trust them against any enemy that may 
come hero to atta(*k them. They have never been eugage(l in battle, 
but have been drawm up in line several times with that expectation, 
and have never yet ndused to fight. They have performed evei y duty 
demanded of them with fidelity, and have obeyed every order with as 
much promptness and alacrity as could be expected of militia forces. 
The surrender at Keytesville show%s nothing to the disparagement of the 
men, as Lieutenant Pleyer says they would have fought if called uixm 
by him to do so. Some of them have said they would not fight Con- 
fi^derate soldiers, and w^heu called upon for an exi>lanation, have said 
they (lid not mean they would not fight the forces now in Ixorth Mis¬ 
souri, but that they w'cre not enlisted to go down and meet the Coii- 
I'ederate army, and therefore did not feel inclined to go if called upon. 
I have, at various times, anticiiiated an attack from Poole, Thrailkill, 
and Thornton, and have ordered the men to the tixmehes for that pur¬ 
pose, and I have never yet known them to shrink from their duty. 
They declare their determination to stand by me to the last extreme, 
and I shall not desert them w’hen slanderously assailed, though L may 
not he able to redress the insults ottered them in such a maimer as they 
justly merit. Within the past few <la> s they have been bitterly assailed 
as bushwhackers, shots have been tired at their camp from Federal 
muskets, their extermination threatened, their honor impeached, and 
their oaths assailed. Some of their officers have basely deserted them, 
and given statements to their discredit. 

In the face of all these demoralizing circumstances, and the fhct that 
the country is passing through a i)eriod of gloom hardly known here 
before, these men are still at their posts declaring their w'^illingiiess to 
obey any order L may give them, and to lire upon any enemy I may 
direct. In the organization of thovse forces and inaugurating the line of 
policy I have pursued Avith reference to them, J have been guided by the 
sentiments and opinions enunciated by you in your spee(*h at Keytes¬ 
ville, in the conversation I had with you there and at Saint Jjoseph, 
and in the communications I have ha<l the honor to receive from you 
at various times. The sentiments and opinions ha\"e ahvays accorded 
with my own and I shall carry them forward Awhile I hold a commission 
or a command. The citizens of my county went into these organiza¬ 
tions in good faith, belieAuug that General Eosecrans meant exactly 
what he said, that you meant exactly what you said, and I have yet 
seen no eAddencc of bad faith on either side. My loyalty has been 



428 


LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


[Chap. LIIL 


assailed and my life threatened by soldiers for the part 1 have taken 
in the premises^ but I am not yet persuaded that I should murder inno¬ 
cent men and create more widows and orphans to suffer in order to 
restore the standard of my loyalty in the estimation of the fanatics by 
whom it is impeached. In view of the dangers surrounding this post, 
I have thought best to ship my extra guns to you for safe-keeping, 
reserving here only enough to place in the hands of my men. I make 
no detailed report of the surrender at Kejffesville, or any suggestions 
with reference to the needs of the county, as 1 presume the report of 
Colonel Hynes will develop all the information you desire. I am here 
subject to such disposal as you may deem proper to make of me, and 
shall hold my i)osition until relieved or overpowered by numbers, or 
until my command is taken from me and my forces disbanded. 

With sentiments of respect, I remain, general, your obedient serv¬ 
ant, 

WM. E. MOBEELY, 

' Colonel^ Commanding, 

General 0. B. Eisk, 

Commanding Diaiiriei of North Minmnri,, GlasgoWj 3fo, 

[IiKlosim' No. 2.] 

Brunswick, Mo., i^eptemher 37,1864, 
Sir: On the 3d of September, 1864, by order of Ool. William E. 
Moberly, I left Brunswick to take post at Keytewsvdle with thirty-four 
men, besides Lieutenant Pleyer and myself. On the 5th of September 
I received a dispatch from Colonel Moberly ordering mo to send him 
twenty-five men, with Lieutenant Pleyer, to Brunswick immediately. 
In obedience to that order 1 sent Lieutenant Pleyer with fifteen men, 
which was all 1 could possibly send. These men were kept away nearly 
two weeks, and only returned two days before the surrender. When 
Lieutenant Pleyer was absent with his squad I was left at Keytesville 
with only nineteen men. I then sent some of my men out to notify 
other members of the company who were at their homes in the county 
to come into camp. I was not in camp when it surrendered, having 
gone home on Sunday evening previous, the condition of my family 
requiring my presence. I shoxdd have returned on the next day, bill 
was sick myself, and unable to travel. The next day (Tuesday) 1 
started for camp, but had not proceeded far before T heard that the 
camj) was taken about daylight, when I altered my course and reported 
at Brunswick. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEEEY OWEN, 

First Lievt,, Comdg, Co, /, 35tli Begt, ’Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
General C. B. Eisk, 

Commanding District of North Missouri, 

[luclosnre No. 3.] 

Statement of Anthony Pleyer, who, being by me duly sworn, deposeth 
and says: 

I am a citizen of Chariton County, Mo.; my rank is second lieutenant 
of Captain Eees’ company (I), Thirty-fifth Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
Question. Were you on duty with a detachment of your company at 
Keytesville, Mo., on the 20th day of September, 1864! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. By whose order i 

Answer. Lieutenant Owen was placed there in command, and he being absent 
the command devolved ui>on me. 

Question* What orders did you have ? 

Ansv er. To command the post at Keytesville, to protect the neighborhood, and 
defend the post against all attacks. 

Question. State what occiiiTcd on the morning of the 20th day of 
September, 1864, at Keytesville, Mo. 

Answer. Between 7 and 8 o’clock a flag of truce was brought to me, with a demand 
for the surrender of the post, stating that there w^ere 250 men, under the command 
of Major Thrailkill, u ho would burn the town and kill all my soldiers if the demand 
was not complied with, giving me fifteen minutes’ time to decide in, and granting 
full pi ot« i-tion to life and jiroperty if I should suriender. I asked Mr. Robert Car¬ 
man, riri' ot‘ Chariton County, what I had better do. Ho inquired upon what 
conditions the surrender could he made, and upon being informed he replied '^wo 
can do nothing with these men^^ (meaning the guerrillas). I then maiched my men 
out of the court-house, and surrendered to Major Thrailkill, he giving each man a 
parole. 

COPY OF PAROLE. 


Chariton County, Mo., September 20,1864, 

This is to certify that Lieutenant Pleyer and a detachment of Captain Owen’s 
company was captured by me, and iiut on parole of honor not to be broken on the 
penalty of death. 

By order of — 

JOHN THRAILKILL, 

Major, Commanding JHecruits. 

(Copy of an almost illegible pencil scrawl, badly written, and worse 
spelling, now in the possession of Lieutenant Pleyer.) 

Question. How many men did you surrender"i? 

Answer. Thirty-flve. 

Question. Ilow many men w(U‘e there in the court-house fit to bear 
arms when you surrendered*? 

Answer. Twenty-live, all of whom would have obeyed an order to fire upon the 
enemy if I had given one. 

(Question. What was said by Thrailkill when you surrendered? 

Answer. He said if we had fired a gun he could not have kept his men from burn¬ 
ing the last house in town and killing every man at the same time, pointing out to 
me the notorious bushwhacker Todd. Todd remarked to me that I need not consider 
him a Confederate otlicer, but that he was the bushwhacker Todd, and intended to 
follow bushwhacking as long as ho lived. 

Question. How miicli ammunition did you have at the time? 

Answer. Aljout 1,300 rounds. 

Question. Hid you ever hear any of your men say that J-hey wouliliiot 
fight bushwhackers or Confederate soldiers? 

Answer, I did not, and believe th<‘y would all fight. 

Question. How many of yoiu* men went off with the bushwhackers? 

Answer. Seven. 

A. PLEYEE, 

Second JAeut, Gomj^any 7, 3oih Kegt. Enrolled Missouri MiliiUx, 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 25th day of September, A. D. 
1864, at Brunswick, Mo. 

H. J. HYKES, 


Lieut. Col. and Chief of Gav.^ District of North Missouri 
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Report of CapL George lloUowny^ U, 8, Army^ Assistant Adjutant- 

General, 

Jefferson City, Mo., October J8^ 186 L 

General : J liave tlio liouor to liirnisli for your inforuiatioii a few 
faets eoiu'eriuiig the eiig'agenient at Glasgow, Mo., on the 15th instant, 
1 ])eing present at the time and eu route to rejoin you, as previously 
ordered. 

Tlie force at Glasgow consisted of six companies of Eorty-third Mis¬ 
souri Infantry, deta(*hment of Companies B and M, Ninth Cavalry 
Missouri State Militia; detachment of Thiiieenth Missouri Cavalry; 
detachment Fourth Provisional Begiment Eiu‘olled Missouri Militia, 
and two companies of (*itizeu militia, numhering in the aggregate 
about 550 men, indifferently armed, and under the (*ominaiul of Col. 
Chester Harding, Jr., Forty-third Missouri Infantry. The atta(*k was 
made ii'om the south side of the river at about 5 a. m. with artillery, 
which tiring continued until about 1 p. m. This battery of four pieces 
was supported by about 1,500 or 1,800 dismounted cavalry, using long- 
range guns and operating xnincipally as sharpshooters. Their espedal 
ljui-pose ap]>eared to be to prevent our forc’es from approaching the 
steamer West Wind, lying at the levee, and to rend(‘r it imiK)ssible for 
us to cross and recross the streets running af rigid anghss with (he 
river. Their sharpshooters were sii(*cessful in killing 13 or 3 men, 
wounding others, and shooting 1 or 2 otticefs’ horses. Their shells 
destroyed or injured such buildings as wer(‘ in ranges, especially ihos(‘ 
situated near a line of rille-pits which had been hastily i)repared by tli(‘ 
militia the day ])revious, and in which the militia forces were i)ost(‘d. 
At about 7 a. m. Clark’s division moved on us sinmltaneoiisly from 
the north and on the Booiiville, Fayette, and Keytesvilh^ roads, 
speedily dismounted and encircled the town, with their thinks resting 
outlie river. Three pieces of cannon were inters])ersed along tlnnr 
line and in iiosition to concentrate tiieir (ire upon tlie ri(ie-]n(. Our 
forces were posted as tbllows: The d(‘tachment of Thirte<‘idh ]\Iissouri 
Cavalry, commanded by Captain Mayo, on tlm extnnne rigid; six (*om- 
panies of the Forty-thii*d Misvsouri Inlantry, IMaJor Davis conunanding, 
on the li‘ont and center, and detadunent of Ninth Cavalry Missouri 
^tate Militia, under Captain Hunter, on the left, making an <‘\t(‘nded 
line about one mile in length, with natural formation of tlie surla(*(‘ in 
oiu* favor. The enemy advanced, vskirmivsliing along the eidir<‘ Iin<‘, and 
in one or two instances undertook an assault, but driven l)a(*k to 
the shelter of houses, fences, &c. The militia and (‘itizens in ritl(‘- 
])it aided materially in ] *-|»rll:iiglhe assaults relerred to. A detachment 
of eighty-iive Wii of Ninth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, command(Hl 
by Gapt. S. A. Hunter, checked the advance of Lawther’s entire regi¬ 
ment, on the extreme left, and held them at bay until the engagement, 
ended. 

The line which was at first established had been for<‘ed ba(*k ui)on 
the right and center gradually, until at 1 o’clock the foj'ces were soj)a- 
rated by only the width of village lots, our boys sheltered by the front 
fences and the enemy firing from behind those in the roar. At, this 
juncture the enemy was observed to be concentrating for an advaiu'C 
in force, which, had it been consummated, would havT/ ])rove(l very dis¬ 
astrous to the tired and hungry men ami a resistance avail little or 
nothing. Eight hoiu's of constant and determined fighting had passed; 



Chap. LIU.] 


price’s MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 


431 


the buildings (Muitaiuiiig ordnance, commissary, and qiiai*termaster 
stores had been fired; the steamer West Wind was disabled by shells; 
every line of retreat was cut off, and every road covered by their artil¬ 
lery fire. Further resistance seemed futile to the officer in command, 
who (after reviewing the condition iind position of his command, and 
obtaining intimations from the rebel (*ommander that he would offer 
honorable ternjs) consented to siuTcnder the place upon the following 
conditions, viz: The Federal troops to form line and move to a sti*eet 
designated with arms and their colors flying; the private property of 
both officers and men to remain in their possession; officers to retain 
their side arms and citizens to be undisturbed either in ])ersonor prop¬ 
erty. Both officers and men had been under a constant fire for nearly 
eight houi’S, and their conduct apparently unexceptionable. Second 
Lieut. George F. Simmonds, Sixty-second IJ. S. Colored Infantry, was 
shot dead while leading a detachment of soldiers to a favorable position 
for sharpshooting, lie was absent from his command (proper) upon 
sick leave, but volunteered to ac(*omi)any Colonel Harding as his aide, 
and after tendering his services wasordm’ed to report to Colonel Hard¬ 
ing for orders and duty. C^iptain Steinnietz, commanding one of the 
iniKtia companies, was also killed. Captain Dusold, Company A, Forty- 
third Missouri Infixntry, was %vounded in the head, but will doubtless 
recover. The surgeon’s report shows 8 killed and 28 wounded. The 
(memy’s loss was much larger, several officers ha\ing been killed and 
many officers and men vounded. The*property lost consisted of arms 
taken from our men and about 1,000 suits of cavahy clothing, which 
had been temporarily left at the p]a(*e by Major Curtis, aide-de-camp 
to Major-Geueral Curtis, commanding Ilepartnient of Kansas. It was 
impovssible to get near this property, or it w'ould have been burned with 
other publui property. The enlisted men were paroled by calling their 
names from the compfiny books and adnunistiTing the ordinary parole 
oath. Ofli<*ers Avero delivered a written parole signed by order of 
Brig. Gen. J. !>. Clark, commanding Confederate forces. General 
Clark permitted us fo proce(‘d by any route we might select to the 
Federal for<*es, and accordingly crossed us over the Missouri Eiver. 
We marched via Little Saline, Arrow Eock, and La Mine Eiver to 
Boonville. IMany citizens and non-combatants joined us in our march 
from rebel rule, 

I must testify to the uniform, kind, and gentlemanly treatment we 
received at the hands of the Confederate officers, among whom were 
Brig. Gen. J, B. Clark, Brig. Gen. Joe Shelby, Colonels Greene, Quan- 
trill, Jai‘kman, Kitchen, Jeffers, Bm*bridge, Coleman, and Nichols, all 
Missourians, and most of them subordinate to Major-General Marma- 
duke. 

No attemi)ts were made to abandon the plaice cither before or 
after the attack, positive orders from General Eosccrans having been 
received directing the garrison to remain there as assistance Avoukl 
soon be given. Under the instructions received no alternative was 
left but to fight whatever force might attack us, and to do the best pos¬ 
sible thing under the circumstan<*es. Colonel Harding’s reixort will 
doubtless furnish full and official particulars and information. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respec'tfully, 

G. A. HOLLOWAY, 
Ckq)tam and Assistant Adjutant^General, 

Brigadier-General Fisiv, 

Gominanding District of North MmourL 
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Rc^ovt of Li6ut» Amos Scivdiug^ ISixth 31issoiiTi GcivdlTi/y Aide-de- 

Camj), 

Saint Joseph, October 18,1864. 

Kidgely, Platte County, Mo., was captured and plundered by guer¬ 
rillas on the night of the 10th. Smithville, Clay County, was burned 
last night by same band—Chiles’. Soldiers just arrived at Weston 
from Liberty report 500 rebels at Missouri City yesterday. 

A. J. HAEJDmC, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Gamj). 

Capt. Frank Eno. 

(Care Col. J. Y. Du Bois.) 


FTo. 46. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Joseph B. Douglass, Missouri State Militia. 

Eocheport, Stpliiuln r 24 , 1864 . 

Major Leonard with detachment of the Mnth Missouri State Militia 
met seven of Anderson’s men yesterday, killed G of them, captured 7 
horses and 30 revolvers. Boone jand Hov ard Counties are full of rebels. 
I met them on every road from Mexico to this i)]ace. 

J. B. DOUGLASS, 

Brigadier - General. 

General Fisk, Glasgoto. 


Eocheport, September 21, 1864. 

Colonel Matthews’ escort of eighty men for baggage train was 
surprised late yesterday evening seven miles northeast from this 
I)lace. Twelve of Lis men were killed on the ground and quite a num¬ 
ber are yet missing. The entire train, consisting of quartermaster and 
commissary stores and all his ammunition, was captured. The rebels 
were said to be commanded by the two Todds, Anderson, and Gooch, 
numbering 300 men. On receiving news of the fight, I sent the First 
Iowa and part of the Third Missouri to the scene of action. They 
arrived in the night and remained on the ground, and Colonel Draper 
having arrived I ordered him out at 3 o’clock this morning with 250 men, 
making the whole Federal force about 350. The rebels moved west into 
Howard County toward the river. We ai‘e out of commissary sux)plies; 
send us some by first boat. 

J. B. DOUGLASS, 

Brigadier- General. 

Brigadier-General Fisk. 


Fayette, September 25,1861—11 a. m. 

General : 1 have the honor to report that I left Eocheport this 
morning with 650 men, couvsisting of the First Iowa, Seventeenth Illi 
nois, Third and Ninth Missouri State Militia. After seeing your letter 
to Colonel Matthews, in which you stated that you would leave Glasgow 
and move toward Eocheport, I determined to remain here until I heard 
from you, but later news received just befoie night, in which it was 
reported that this place had been captured by Thrailkill, Todd, 
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Anderson & Co., and was in their possession, I determined to move 
early this morning with my entire force and give them battle; but on 
my arrival here I was happily disappointed in the result of the engage¬ 
ment of yesterday, and from what little information I have been able 
to gather up our troops acted bravely and well, losing 1 man killed and 2 
wounded. There are five dead rebels on the ground besides others said 
to be carried off, and quite a large number wounded. I will remain here 
until I hear from you, unless I can leavn of some movement of the rebels 
which it is important to meet at once. I would be happy to receive 
orders from you by return mcvssenger. My command are anxious to 
meet the enemy and get revenge for the wanton massacre of the Third 
Missouri State Militia. Colonel Matthews should not be censured for 
the disaster, as he had taken, as he thought, all necessary precautions 
to insure its safe arrival, and on my arrival at Eocheport, and learning 
from Colonel Matthews that his baggage train would be in that day, I 
ordered him to send out thirty cavalry to meet them, and they had just 
met them when the fight took place. The rebels burned all the train 
except the commissary and ammunition wagons, which, strange to say, 
were not destroyed, and we now have them in our possession. We lost 
12 men killed, the bodies of whom have been found, and 3 negroes 
(teamsters). All the soldiers were shot in the head, showing that they 
had been murdered after being captured. Captain Eoberts and Cap¬ 
tain McFaden are yet out, and fears are entertained that they have 
been killed. I would like to have the fifty men of First Iowa Cavalry 
to join me before leaving this part of the county. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. DOUGLASS, 

Brigadier- Genera L 

P. S.—I have the podvetbook of Colonel Perkins, found on thebattle- 
ground of the disaster to Third Missouri State Militia, and 1 am 
inclined to think he was mortally wounded. 

J. B. D., 
Brigadier-General, 

Brig. Gen. C. B. Fisk, Glasgow^ Mo, 


Hdqrs. Eighth Mil. Dist., Enrolled Missouri Mil., 

Columbia, Mo,, December 12,1864, 

General : In answer to yours of the 8th instant requesting a re]>ort 
from me of the number of (*astialties in the Enrolled Missouri Mili^tia 
under my command during the raid of Price in Missouri, I have the 
honor to report that I have received no official report showing that 
any of my command were killed during said raid. I had some 4 or 5 
wounded in different skirmishes during the time Captain Fowkes, 
captain Company C, Seventieth Enrolled Missouri Militia, surrendered 
Paris on the 15th of October. At the time of the surrender, he reports 
55 men of his command and 10 of the Mnth Missouri State MUitia. 
Lieutenant Vance, with 00 belonging to the Forty-sixth Enrolled Mis¬ 
souri Militia, I have been informed, surrendered at Glasgow, but of 
this I have received no official report. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. DOU(iLASS, 

Brigadier- Genera I, 

Brig. Gen. C. B. Fisk, Macon, Mo, 

28 li yoL XLl, FT 1 
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NTo. 47. 

Bejport of Brig. Gen. James Craig^ 2Iissoiiri /State 2IiUtia. 

Hdqrs. Seventh Military District of Missouri, 

Baint Jo8C])li^ December 14^ 1861. 

Lieutenant: I have the honor to acknowledge tlie receipt of your 
letter of the Sth instant calling for a list of the killed, wounded, and 
<*aptnred by the Enrolled Missouri Militia in my district. I regret that 
the officers of the militia generally neglect to make writtcni re])(>rts of 
their scouts. In the tight in which Bill Anderson was defeated and 
killed some 0 of his men were killed by the Daviess and Hay Oounty mi¬ 
litia, under Acting Lieutenant-Colonel Cox and Major Grimes. Major 
Pace, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, at my request, took command of 100 
Enrolled Missouri Militia, and had a tight in Clay County, in which he 
killed 7 bushwhackers; and in an affair at Skinner’s Bridge, in Platte, 
his command killed 2 others, one of whom was a son of Kemp Woods. 
Hart, a brother of tln^ notorious Joe, was wounded and captured by a 
scout sent out ft’om Stewartsville. The military juisoii of this city is 
full of prisoners taken by the Enrolled IMissouri Militia, who were cap¬ 
tured under circumstances which forbid their being shot as guerrillas; 
they nearly all surrendered unarmed, and claim to have been con¬ 
scripted by Thornton, Thrailkill, Welden, or some other leader, and that 
they each deserted at the first safe opijortimity, and surrendered to the 
nearest military conimander of tlnion forces. Maj. E. S, Castle, jr., 
had a fight with the bushwhackers at Smithville, Clay County; casual¬ 
ties not recollected, and no report on file. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAS. CExAIG. 

Lieut. W. T. Clarke, 

Aide-de-Gamp^ 2Iacon^ Mo. 


m. 48. 

Report of Col. Chester Harding^ jr.^ Forty-third 2Ussonri Infantry, 

Benton Barracks, November 1861. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 5th day of 0(*tober, 1864, 
six companies (A, C, D, E, G, and H) of the Forty-third Infantry Mis¬ 
souri Volunteers were embarked under my command upon the keam- 
boat West Wind to proceed to Jefferson City by river, in pursuance of 
orders ffom headquarters of the District of Korth Missouri. Accompa¬ 
nying me as passengers on their way to headquarters were Lieut, Col. 
D. J. Hynes, chief of cavalry; Surg. F. G. Porter, medical director, 
and Capt. G. A. Holloway, assistant adjutant-general upon the staff 
of the general commanding the distinct, and Lieuts. J. A. Cotton and 
I. H. Eldridge, of the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry. Second Lieut. 
George F. Siinmonds, of the Sixty-second U. S. Colored Infantry, at his 
own request, was ordered to report to me for duty during his leave of 
absence, and up to the moment of his being killed in action rendered 
me efficient service in responsible positions. At Fort Leavenworth 
IVlaj. Gen. S. E. Curtis sent the steam-boat Benton with us, under th<^. 
control of Maj. S. S. Cui'tis, of his staff’, to remove Government stores 
fcom Lexington to a place of safety, and kindly allowed me to transfer 
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half my command to her. Notwithstanding this assistance met 
with freunent detentions by grounding on bars. The boats could not 
run after dark. Arriving at Camden at night-fall the boats were landed 
opposite the town. (Tiierrillas were report(Kl to occu])y Wcllinglon, 
seven miles below% and to be annoying citizens of Lexington. To clear 
them away from the river-bank 1 took four companies ashore and 
marched through Wellington to Lexington, distance tlfteeu miles, 
reaching the (*ity before daybreak, and there awaited the boats, whMi 
came in a few hours afterward. The Government stores s])okonof weie 
loaded upon the Benton by the post quartermaster, who i)la(‘ed his ser¬ 
geant in charge of them. On the 11th of October, Avhen near Bruns¬ 
wick, I learned that the town w^as oc(‘upied by guerrillas and rebel 
conscripts. We approached the place with caution, landed at the 
mouth of Grand Iliver, and a portion of the troops were taken ashore. 
We found some forty or fifty of the enemy well posted in a strong log 
and earth work. Our skirmishei‘s, under Lieutenant Simmonds, filled 
u-l)on them, and they were said to liaA'e lost two men, who were carried 
oft* by their comrades, mortally wounded. They mounted their hors(‘s, 
leit their fortifications without returning our fire, and lied to the woods. 
1 feared that they would concentrate near the river-bank bdow us and 
attack our boats. I therefore remained over night, mounted about 
fifty men, and sent them to disperse any hostile bands which th(\y 
might meet. Only one small squad was reported to have been fouud. 
Early the next morning we started for Glasgow, where the assistant 
adjutant-general and myself both expe(*ted to receive orders from the 
coinmanding general. We grounded near Cambridge and could not 
start again until the afternoon of the 13th. While lying aground I 
learned that Cambridge, a mile below us, was held by rebel eons(*ri])ts 
and Shelby’s men to the number of about fifty. I also received a dis- 
pat(‘h from Cai)tain Mayo, Thirteenth IMissouri Cavalry, coinmanding 
at Glasgow, stating that his communications w’ere cut off and asking 
for assistance. We ran by Cambridge without stopping. <lelivering 
onr fire into the town and the woods below it as we jiassed, scatter¬ 
ing the rebels, and arrived at Glasgow on the evening of the 13th with¬ 
out loss, excepting from disease. 

I found that Captain Mayo had received orders from de])artment 
headquarters to hold the city. The officers and leading citizens whom 
1 met after landing, did not anticipate any attack other than from 
irregular troops and conscripts who had gathered near Keyb^sville, 
lloauoke, and Fayette. The garrison of the place, re-eiiforced by my 
command, was considered ample to delend it, although before our 
arrival considerable apprehension had been felt. Euformatiou ha<l been 
received that Price’s main army w^as at Boonville, and that some of 
his forces were at Arrow Bock, but it was further believed that lie had 
been routed at Jefferson City; that our troops were in close pursuit of 
him; that ho had no steam or other ferry boat with which to cross any 
large body of men with or without artillery; and that another column 
of our army was as high up as Bocheport, advancing on the north 
bank of the river to intercept him and i>revent the crossing, should he 
attenqit it. No fears of an attack from Price’s regular force had been 
entertained. The danger was thought to lie in the concentration of con¬ 
scripts and biislnvhackors, in a body, greatly exceeding Captain Mayo‘s 
small command, and then sweeping through the city for the sake of 
plunder. It was sup]>osed also that on the next day the telegi*aph line 
to Allen could be repaired. As it would have been worse than useless to 
attempt to pass Arrow Bock and Boonville, when it was evident that 
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we were no longer needed at Jefferson City, and as notliing seemed to 
justify the abandonment of Glasgow, I determined to remain there. On 
the morning of the 14th Captain Bingham, of the Saline County militia, 
with eighty-five mounted men, was sent out to re-establish telegraphic 
communications. He returned near night-fall, unsuccessful, having 
encountered about 250 rebels on his way. On the same day, also, the 
Benton^s cargo was unloaded and Major Curtis proci^oded up the river 
with her. In this bold undertaking 1 was \'ery happy to hear that he 
succeeded. He did not reach his destination without having to run 
the gauntlet of the bushwhackers. Major Curtis, the master of the 
boat, Captain Fechto, and his officers and crew, are said to have exhib¬ 
ited the most determined courage on the trip. I wish here to return 
my thanks to Major Curtis for his uniform readiness to perform all 
that I asked of him, and for the willing assistance whi(‘h he gave me 
on all occasions. The West Wind, in the opinion of her master, drew 
too much water to venture to go with the Benton, and was subsequently 
disabled by the enemy’s artillery, and later still, was burned by the 
rebels at the levee at Glasgow. After making myself somewhat 
acquainted with the ground, pickets were strengthened, the mounted 
men being advanced from one to two miles on the different roads; 
scouts were sent out and the battalion of the Forty-third was moved 
into camp in a good position, between the Huntsville plank road and 
the Fayette road. In the evening I assumed command of the post, with 
Lieut. I. H. Eldridge, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry (who had rei)orted 
to me for duty), as i)ost-adjutaut. The garrison consisted of 481 officers 
and men of the Forty-third Missouri, Ninth Missoiui State IMilitia, 
Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry, and Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, for duty, 
and about 150 militia and citizens. The fighting force on the next day, 
however, did not exceed 550 men, and we had no artillery. The Boon- 
ville and Fayette roads both cross a creek which runs along the south¬ 
ern edge of the town, the bridges being a mile or more apart. The 
plank road enters the town between that creek and another running 
along the northern limits of the place. The Keytesville road and sev¬ 
eral others, including the Huntsville dirt road, converge and cross the 
northern creek near the bank of the Missouri Eiver; the houses of 
the Messrs. Lewis are north of it on elevated ground. (hiptain Hunter, 
with parts of Companies B and M, Ninth Missouri State Militia, were 
stationed near the house of Mr. Ben. Lewis. Captain Mayo had charge 
of the bridge on the Boonville road. A strong infantry i)icket reserve 
was stationed at the bridge on the Fayette road, and the cam]) of tlio 
Forty-third Missouri was about equi-distant from Captains Hunter and 
Mayo, on a ridge between the Fayette and Huntsville plank roads. 
The citizen guards and some of the milita were (piartered in town. 

At o o’clock on the morning of the 15th the enemy opened upon the 
town with two pieces, a 12-pounder and a G-pounder, rifled, from the 
opposite bank of the river. At the same time a scout came in and re¬ 
ported 900 men advancing from Keytesville. Sharpshooters were sent 
to drive back the artillery, and the mounted pickets in the direction 
of Keytesville were re-enforced, with instructions to skfrraish back when 
attacked. A lieutenant of Captain Bingham’s company Saline County 
independent militia was in charge of the picket. The shaipshooters 
drove the enemy’s guns back into the woods and they did not annoy us 
much until later in the day. The lieutenant of thi^ picket becanie in 
danger of being cut off* and escaped with forty men to Ma(‘on City. 
Immediately after these arrangements were made one of the vedettes 
on the Boonville road came in and reported the enemy advancing in 
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heavy force. It was not long before the bead of the column appeared 
The enemy deployed on the slope facing the creek south of the towi 
under and in b*oiit of two held pieces which were placed in position oi 
the crest of the heights. 1 sent Maj. B. K. DaviSj of the Forty-third 
IVIissouri Volunteers, with three coin)mnies of that regiment, to hold the 
bank of the cr<*ek from the bridge on the Fayette road down toward 
('aptain Mayo. Captain Unsold, with his <*oinpany (A, Forty-third). 
\\as sent to re enfon^e i^aptain Mayo; Ca])tain Steiiimetz, with a <*itizen 
company, was ordered to take ground between Davis and Mayo. The 
bridges had been made impassable by taking up the planks. Tw<j 
(*oini)anies of tlie Forty-third wau*e left in camp w ith skirmishers out, 
(^aptain Hunter AV'as a mile and a half north of the line thus formed 
and <'Ould not safely be withdrawn. The troops along the creek resisted 
the passage of it manfully, but soon had to be ordered back, as the 
enemy’s force was so great that he was enabled not only to pass around 
both hanks, but to pour tlirough the long intervals A\dii<']i necessarily 
existed in the line. By this time a brigade vhich bad passed to the 
east of us was advancing upon my camp with one held gun, and the two 
(companies there were hotly engaged. Another large body, w^hi<*h after¬ 
ward proved to be Lawtber’s regiment, iiassed around still iartlier to 
the east, intending to enter the town from the north. In attempting 
this it fell in with the troo])S posted in the neighborhood of Mr. Lewis’ 
])laee and was held in check by them all day. As these troops could 
not be moved from their position without letting Lawther down upon 
my left hank and rear, and were so remote as not to be engaged with 
any other portion of the enemy’s army, no further mention need be made 
of them than that they fought with much gallantry, and that to them 
and their leaders, Oantain Hunter and his officers and Lieutenant El- 
dridge, of the yeventeenth Illinois Cavalry, great praise is due for their 
obstinate resistance. The line of defense, to whi(*h we fell back Irom 
the (U‘eek, had lor its i*ight an elevation in town, around the crest of 
which some slight rihe-pitshad been constructed, and for its left a brick 
school-house. About 800 yards north along the lidge between these 
points are several brick and wooden buildings. The retreat to this line 
was very slow, every possible opportunity being taken to retard the 
enemy’s progress. Adjt. Joseph Thompson, of the Forty-third Missouri 
Volunteers, conducted the retreat of the two companies at my camp to 
the left of the new position with skill and bravery, punishing the enemy 
(Creene’s brigade) veiy severely. Another coninany of the Forty-third 
was sent to him. Lieutenant-Colonel Hynes assisted on the right and, 
with Companies C and G (Cai)tains Brown and Kirkham), Forty-third 
Missouri, turned upon one of Jackman’s regiments, charged and broke 
it. Major Davis brought in and posted the center under a hea^y lire 
in good order. In fact, none of the volunteers were thrown into dis¬ 
order at any time, so far as my observation went. 

During the morning a flag of truce came to me from the enemy’s 
lines. It was borne by two citizens, who informed me that Brig. Gen. 
eTohn B, Clark, jr., was in command of the forces in my front and on my 
flanks, having about 4,000 men; that Brigadier-General Shelby had his 
division on the opposite side, and that a steam-boat was on its way up 
to cross the river. As these gentlemen brought me no message from 
the rebel commander I had no answer to send. The rifle-pits were 
designed to hold about 250 men. To the east, southeast, and south 
were houses which were occupied by the enemy as fast as their artil¬ 
lery drove us out of them, except those which we were able to burn. 
The western face and the area inside of them, as well as the streets 
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leadilif, from Ilia (‘asf^ard, were swrept by Blielby’is guns. * These 
onus also ai)iioy<‘d om* men in the houses alon^’ the ridge clean to onr 
left Hank, bh eiy aA a liable shelier was taken by the enemy, and he 
eantionsly and slowly, hnt eonstanlly,advanced his skirmishers to 
points neaier to ns, ami wdien he had establislicd them at any ])osition 
closed ni>oii lliem until he had a heavy force v itliin from thirty to fifty 
Aaid.s ot us all along our line and partly around our rigid. 1 >.a noon 1 
had he(M>nie COHA imrd that I (‘onld not hold the ]>lace if the enemy 
eho.'«e to make an assault. Aly line was so thin that ii (-ould b(‘jnenaMi 
aaj where and 1 could neither shelter nor j‘e-enfor(‘e it; a\ hil<‘to giv(‘ 
up aiiA on(‘])osition in it w^asto lose the Avhoh\ J tried in A'ain to tind 
</ne ('oiiipany <w<‘n which could be spared to send in on the left. EAauy 
man liad been engaged lor hours and e.A'ery one Avas necHliMl Avlna’i^ lu^ 
A\as; at the same time I could see movemeids of the emany Ibrmiug 
his lines on m,A Hanks and front indieating his intention to make an as¬ 
sault. (dark's artillery too AA^as moA^ed u]> to short range so as to tell 
upon the houses w liere AAe Avere sheltered; they Avould soon be unten¬ 
able. In this situation 1 eonsulted Avith some of th(‘ ofiieers as to th<^ 
]>raetieabilitA of cutting our wmy out and tiuall> abandoned the iih^a of 
doing S(» and eanu^ to th(‘ conelusion to (*ai)ituhde, if honoralde ternis 
(*ouId be oldained, in order to saA'e the liAvs of my iiion and ot* tluM'iti- 
xens as w^ell as to shav tii(‘ city itself, whhdi Acould Ihia'c be<‘u saek(‘(l 
and destroyed had ii b<‘en taken by assault. I oi*dei’ed tb(‘]ml)li(* ])i‘o]>- 
eity (hsstroyed. Maj. dohn K*. jVIoori^, ('onimissar,A, Missouii State Militia, 
burned Ills stores, amounting to about bO,0(H) rations; but th(‘quarlm*- 
imu-^ter's stor(*s on th(‘leA'(‘e (brought from Lexington) AV(‘re eaptiircslby 
th(^ (‘iieiuy. At l.dO okdoek I surrcuder<Ml on the l(n*ms that the garri¬ 
son should immdi out Avitli its arms and colors; ofiieers to r(‘tain their 
liorsi^s, sid(‘-arms, andprh^ate proiAerty; the men to retain Avhat private 
properly they had belonging to them; persons and private property of 
(‘itizens to be rOvspeeted. After the arms were sla(*k(‘d the men waM‘<* 
sA\orn by a slafi'olfieer of (leneral Clark not to take up arms a-gainst 
the (Vmfederate States during the Avar and not to gi\'(‘ aid or <*omfort 
to the enemies thereof. 1 Avas not consulted about this stc]). Parohss 
w'er<^ otiered through me to the oHicorswith me, 1 <le(‘]iued to giA"(‘ my 
consent until 1 could refer to the ord(a*s of the War Department on tin* 
subject. C'a])taiu llollow^ay had and produeiMl tin* ord(‘rs of 180*1. lie, 
with Lientenant-Cohmel Hynes and myself, <*ame to tlu* eonelusion 
that under the second paragraph of (ren<‘ral Ordia's, No. Ifi, s<a*ies 
1<S03, the paroles oi't'ered us might be a(*eepted and I so notitied tin* 
ofiieers. After the surrender a st(\am ferry-boat a.rriA'e<l i*rom Ixdow'. 
On the 10th the ofii<*ers’ paroles Avere taken and Ave Averi^ tierniittcMl 
to rejoin our men. We Avere all sent acrowss tlu^ riv(‘r undm* (‘S(*ort and 
conducted to the La Mine Eiver on our w'uy to the nearest f\‘(l(‘ral 
]) 0 st. AVe there met Captain Cflaze, Avho had ’b(‘en wS(‘nt by I>rigadi<u'- 
CdmeraI Fisk to relieve our escort and condiud us to Doonville, wdiere 
lie w'as. ‘^ye were treated with courtesy and kiudmxss by (lema'a! 
(.'lark and nearly all of his officers whom* wo came in couUici with, I 
desire particularly to acknoAvledge the assiiluous care wfiiifHi Li<uden- 
iint (rvaves^ of the Q^hird (rebel) Missouri Volunteers, eommamling our 
escort, bestoAved upon us and tlie good behavior of his num. [lad t hoy 
been our oavh troops AA^e ('ould not have been better treated. 

Maj. F. (L Porter, medhial director District of North ]\Iissonri, took 
cliargo of the hospital during the battle, Avitli Dr. d. <^. Egelstoii, sur¬ 
geon Forty-third Missouri, and Doctor Todd, citizen of BrunsAviek, to 
assist him. The two last were left in charge of the sick and wounded 
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wlieii tlie command started tor oiir lines, assist ed by the llev. N. Alvord^ 
acting (diaidain of the Forty-third. They remained faithfully at their 
])Osts alter tlu^ regular Confederate forces left, during the days when 
Anderson and Jackman and their gangs of inurd(u*ers and fiends had pos¬ 
session of the place and threatened the massacre of all who were in the 
l\ >*eiwice. li^’either the surgeons, the chaplain, nor any of the hos- 
l>ital nuj ses, or of the sick and \\<ninded, was made ])risoner oi* paroled 
by the lebels, and on the other hand I learned tliat the surgeon and 
a^si.dants in their hospital extended ]n'<»te(dion to our })eople against 
Aiidersou’s men, and sliared with us such stores as they could xnwure. 
Our loss was 11 killed and w<amded. That of the enemy was nmcii 
larger. TIis killed and mortally A\ounded on ])oth sides of the river is 
know^n to have heen as many as 07, au<l his w^ounded ex(*eeded 200, 
ac(*ording to the best accounts I have. 

I a(‘knowledge with great pleasure the assistanee rendered me by 
Lientcnant-Colonel Hynes, Surgeon Porter, Major IMoore, Captain Hol- 
loway, and Lieutenants Cbtton and Eldridge, who ])laeed themselves 
under my orders as soon as tln^ engagement (‘ommen(*ed and performed 
their various duties with gallantry and skill nnder severe Ore. Major 
Moore’s hoi'se was shot under him. Be<‘Oud Lieutenant Simmonds, 
Hixty-se(‘ond IJ. S. Colored Infantry, \ras killed wliile leading some men 
to an important position. He at all times exhibited uniliiiching energy 
and bra^ ery, and by his death the service lias lost an (itlh-er who w^as li 
(*r(‘(lit to it. The otticers and men of my original command and of the 
tbrmer garrison of tlu* jihu'e, with few' exceptions, beliaved extremely 
wail. I dosin^ to (‘all parti(*ular attcaition to the good condiiet of Major 
Davis and Adjutant Thompson, of the Forty-third, and of Captain 
TMayo, Thirte(mth JMissouri ('avalry. Lists of my killed and wamnded 
have b(*<Mi fiu‘nish(‘d. 

1 am, sir, very resi)e(‘tfull\, your obedient servant, 

('llEBTEli HARDTISrC, Jr., 
(Upland Fovtif-ihh'd Mlnnotin Volunteers. 

lAoiii. VV. T. ClAUKE, 

Assistant Adjuiani-deneral^ Jfistriet of North Missouri. 


A DDE X D A. 

List of It Hied and wounded in the action at Glasgow, Mo., on the 15th 

of October, IHfM.* 

Forty-third Missouri Volunteers: Killed,-8; wounded, 26. Citizen 
Guard, Glasgow': Killed, 2, Bixty-se(*ond U. Colored Infantry: Killed, 
1; wounded, 6. 

Immediately after the action tliere were missing of the Forty-third 
Missouri Volunteers, t); Tliirteenth Cavalry, 3-, militia reported, 69. 
Ko names of the militia can be Ixirnished. They had no organization 
under the law, hut were independent companies. The missing men of 
llie Forty-third and tlu^ Thirteenth Missouri have since reported for 
duty. Ooi)ies of this list have heretofore been sent to district com¬ 
mander, through Colonel Bonneville, to department headquarters, and 
to the Adjutant-Cbmeral at Washington. 

I ain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHESTER IIAEDIKG, Jb., 
Colonel Forty-third Missouri Vohmteers, 


^ Nominal list omitted. 
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Iiepot'iH of Jjieat, Col, Don lei M, Dvapee,, Kinlh Mlsnouei Slofe Mllitlo 

(Uiralrif. 

Fayette, ^September ?*>, 1Sbf, 

(tENEEAL: We heard yesterday about noon that Uiis ])laee had been 
eaptured by 000 buslnvhackers under (^nantrill, but our horses had Just 
come in from running' these same scoundrels. From the direction tlnw 
took I had no idea that they contemidated an atta(‘k upon this pla(*e, 
so I \\ent back to Eoidieport, after following the trail until it ran out 
from the scattering of the rebels. The hglit here was a most gallant 
one on the part of the Ninth. 1 understood your instructions to me 
Yeie to take what men of Major Leonard’s could be spared and move 
on to Eocheport. 1 acted accordingly. 1 do not know whetlHu* or not 
you haye had a detailed report of the tight here. The ad\'anc(‘ guard 
of the rebels Avere all dressed in Federal uniform and yere conseciuently 
not suspected until they began firing. The provost guard immediately 
took i)Ost in the court-house and fought the whole command of villains 
until they left for camp. This gave the men time to rally on (*ainp, 
which was near the college building. They then went into that ami 
fought them until they got sick of it and leit in a hurry, leaving 5 
dead on the groiuid. They probably carried oft* some dead and many 
wounded, as they pressed wagons, buggies, and carnages on the road 
as l‘ar as we could hear from them. 

I congratulate myself on having command of such men as are in my 
regiment, and hope that I may soon have them all together. (leiuTal 
Douglass is giving you such information as he has, so it is not ne(*es- 
sary for me to repeat. T differ with him as to the mimbcr of them. 
He thinks the principal force is below yet; 1 do not. I think they 
were all here. 

I have the honor to be, very respe(*tfully, yonr obedient servant, 

DAN. M. DEAPEE, 

Ijleuienant-Colouel Kinth, 

[General Fisk.J 


Htitrgeon, /September isdf. 

After leaAung Oeiitralia on Q’uesday the guerrillas lell ba<‘k about 
two miles to the timber, keeping pickets in view of the fown. Major 
Johnston Avas then following their trail Avith 150 men. lb* w(*nt to 
where they were, and when he came in sight dismounted his men and 
formed them in line, each man holding his own horse. The giUTrillas 
were moving tow^ard him, but cheeked up at this, but soon eame on a 
cliaigo. When 150 yards distant the major ordered*his men to fire, 
w hi(di they did, bringing the enemy to a halt. Af*ter tln^ volley they 
(anui on, and when witliin 100 yards the men began to break, many of 
tliem not firing the second shot, and none of them more than that. If^ 
t hen be('ame a scene of murder and outrage at whhJi the heart si(*kens. 
I\I<)st of them were beaten over the head, s(n^euteen of them were 
s(‘alpcd, and one man had his privates cut off and placed in his mont h. 
Every man Avas shot in the head. One man liad his nose cut off*. One 
hundred and fifty d(*ad bodies haA^e been found, including tlie twenty- 
four taken from the train. I moved doAvn to Gentralia yesbwday, aiid 
knowing tliat Douglass and Major King Avere somewhere in the country 
toward Avhich Anderson is supposed to haA^e taken, I did not follow. 
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1 endeavored in every ^vay to find out tlieir whereal)outs, but liave not 
been able to hear of them since they v^(*nt into that country. Ander¬ 
son was at least thirty hours aliead of me wlien 1 got to Centralia, and 
I knew he must turn back or cross tlie river ])efore 1 could get to him. 
I came back here, after ordering the (utizens to l)Lii‘y the eighty-hve 
bodies left at Centi’aba, as this was the best point at w lii('h to get infor¬ 
mation from the countiy. C'olonel Stauber sent out scouts this after¬ 
noon, wiiicli have not yet returned, to ascertain the <muse of tiring 
heard by citizens of the country south ot this. The party has orders 
not to tight, but get information. As soon as il retains F will give 
results. 

I>AN. iVr. JJRAPEK, 

Lieutenant’Coloneh 

Ibigadier (xeneral Fisrc. 


No. 50. 

Rf'port of Maj. Hiram Hilliard^ l^erenteenfh Illlttois (Uiralrij, 

IIeab<,>uarters Sub-District or the Platte, 

Wesioa, J/o., December <s*, 

(General: I have the honor to submit a report agreeable to your 
requirement under date December 2,1804. 

Since the 1st day of August, 1864, the date of my command leaving 
Saint Joseph, Mo., u]) to ])resent date, and in all the skirmishes had 
with the enemy, none of my command have been killed and none 
w^ounded by shot. Charles W. Yoder, of A (.'ompany, Seventeenth 
Illinois (Javalry, w^as se^wely beaten about the head by a blow from a 
rifle in the hands of one of Lieutenant Gordon’s gang, but has since 
entirely recovered, and one man, Sergt. Henry ITarrington, of A Com¬ 
pany, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, sustained a fracture of the clavicle 
by the falling of his horse while engaged with the same gang. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. HIT.LIAED, 

Major^ (Jommandbuf Detachment Herenteenth Illinois Cavalry, 

Brig. Gen. C. B. Fisk, 

Commanding District of Worth Missouri, 


No. 51. 

Report of Licnt, Col, Thaddens J. Stanher, Fortipscoond Missouri In¬ 
fantry. 

STTTRaEON, September 1864, 

One hundred of the Third Missouri State Militia were attacked yes¬ 
terday eight miles north of Eocheport and i‘outed by Bill Anderson at 
the head of 300 guerrillas. Third lost all their company and quarter¬ 
master teams and camp equipage, ammunition, and headquarters books 
and papers, and medical stores, and took thirty luisouers, mostly foot¬ 
men. Eleven got into this post about 12 o’clock last uight. The men 
were under command of Captain McFaden, who has not yet been heard 
from. I am mounting the men as rapidly as they can get horses. 

T. J. STAUBEE, 
lAeutenant-Golonelj Commanding. 


General Fisk, 
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Beport of Lieut Cot HamueJ P. Cox^ Tlihiy-thinJ Infantry Enrolled 

Missouri Militia, 


TTdqli^^. Thiuty-thikd Ekdt. Eneolled ArissouRi Mil., 

Bichmond^ J/o., October iso4, 

Bear Sir: We liave the honor to report the result of our expedition 
on yesterday against the notorious bushwhacker, William T. Anderson, 
and his forces, near Albany, in the southwest corner of this county 
(Ibiy). 

Learning his whereabouts we struck camp on yesterday morning and 
made a forced march and came in contact with their pickets about a 
mile this side of Albany; drove them in and through Albany and inlo 
the woods beyond. We dismounted our men in the town, threw our 
infantry force into the woods beyond, vsending a (‘avalry advance who 
engaged the enemy and fell ba<dc, when Anderson and his liendish gang, 
about 300 strong, raised the Indian yell and came in full speed upon 
our lines, shooting and yelling as they <‘anie. Our lines held their [>osi- 
tion without a break. The notorious bushwhacker, Anderson, and one 
of his men, supposed to be (^iptain Eains, son of Oeneral liains, charged 
through our lines. Amhwson was killed and fell som(‘ lifty steps in our 
rear, receiving two balls in the side of the head, liains made his escap(‘ 
and their for(*es retreated in full s]>eed, being (*ompIetely rout(‘d; onr 
cavalry pursued them some ten miles, Jinding th(‘ I’oad* sirewn with 
l)Iood for miles. We hear of them .scatter<‘d in various dire(*tions, 
some considerable force of them making their way toward Iii(*hfield, in 
Clay County. A'e <*ai)tured on Anderson i)rivate papers and orders 
from General Price that identify him beyond a doubt. 

1 have the honor to report that my officers and men conducted them¬ 
selves well and fought bravely on the lield. ’ We had 4- men wounded j 
lost none. The forces of my command consisted ol' a portion of Major 
Grimes’, of Pay (k)unty, Fifty-first liegiment Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
and a portion of the Thirty-third Enrolled Missouri Militia, irom 
Daviess and Caldwell Counties. 

Eespectfiilly, yours, 


S. P. COX, 

Lieut, Cot^ Vonulij, Thirty-third Beyt, Enrolled Missouri Militia, 


General Craio. 


Xo. 53. 

Beports of Lieut, Got Edxoard A, Kutzner,, Thirty-ninth Missouri In- 

fantnj. 


Macon, September isdi. 

Major Johnston attacked Anderson at Centralia this afternoon. 
Our forces are cut to ])ieces and Major Johnston supposed to be 
killed. Major Johnston had iiarts of two companies—probably*200 
men. Captain Smith supposed- to be killed. Eebels have (>()() or 700 
men. 

E. A. KITTZXEE, 

Colonel^ dr. 

General Fisk, 
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HdQRS. TniRTY-NlNTH ItEGT. INPTY. MISSOURI VOLS., 

2Incon^ il/b., September 1804. 

Captain : I have the honor to re])ort that detachments of Companies 
A, (1, and H of this regiment, under the command of Maj. A. Y. E. 
Johnston, left Paris, Mo., at 10 p. m. on the 2()th instant, marched dur¬ 
ing the night, and about 7 o’clock on the morning of the 27th instant 
stru<*k a trail which was supposed to be that of Anderson’s gTierrillas. 
The ('ommand followed said trail to Centralia, where information was 
received that Anderson had burned the depot and two trains on the 
North Missouri Eailroad, and murdered 24 soldiers, who were return¬ 
ing to their homes. The major determined at once to atta(*k the enemy, 
and, sending a dispatcli to Bturgeon for re-enforeeinents .and leaving 
(\a])taiii Tlieis with tliirty-thiee men in the town, marclied with 125 
of his command one mile and a half in a southeasterly dire(*tion, 
when, discovering the guerrillas, formed his line of ])a111e and dis¬ 
mounted his men. About the time the order was executed Anderson 
charged with his whole force, a part of whi(*h had been concealed ])y a 
hollow in the prairie. Ouribr(*es had but time to lire one volley, when 
the enemy iVoni his great superiority of numbers and arms broke 
through the line, (*ompletely surrounding the troo])S, giving no (juarter 
and mutilating bodies. Captain Theis, hearing Major Johmston was 
killed and his command cut to pieces, ordered a retreat, and succ(^eded 
in saying eighteen out of the thirty-three men left in the town. 

I have to de])lore the loss of the brave and (*hivalrous Maj. A. E. 
Johnston, Ca])t. J. A. Smith, an of!i(*er of much merit, and the gal¬ 
lant soldiers who fell on this bloody held. 

Herewith inclosed i)lease find retnrn of the killed, wounded, and 
missing. 

1 have the honor to be, caiitain, very respectfully, your o])edient 
servant, 

EJ). A. KUTZNER, 
Colonel^ Command big. 

Capt. G. A. Holloway, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ List, of N'orth Missouri. 

flmlosnrt*.] 

Return of the Ixilled, iconndedy and missing in the Thirty-ninth Regiment 

Infantry Misso^iri Volunteers^ at Centralia^ Jfo., tieptember ^7., 1804* 

Eecapitulation: Killed, 2 oifieers, 114 enlisted men; wounded, 2 
enlisted men; missing, 0 enlisted men; total, 124. 

1 certify that the above is a correct return of the killed, wounded, 
and missing in the Thirty-ninth Eegiiuent Infantry Missouri ^"olun- 
teers, at the engagement at ('entralia, Mo., Se])teniber 27,1864. 

THOB. C. TEIPLEE, 

First Lietit. a^id^Adjt., Thirty-ninth Regt, Fifty. Missouri 

No. 54. 

Report of Maj. George Feagle^ Sixty-fifth Infantry Enrolled Missouri 

Militia. 

Carrollton, Mo., December 4, 1864. 

Colonel : I respectfully submit the following report of the sm'ren- 
der of my command at Carrollton, Mo., on the 17th of October, 1864: 

On the morning of the 17th my xiickets that had been on duty the 
night before on the road north of town came in ii‘om their post without 


'■Nominal list omitted. 
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having been relieved. As soon as I ascertained the fact of the pic'ket 
having left their post I ordered out new pickets, hut before they had 
gone out to their posts the rebels made their appearance in force on tlu^ 
north side of the town. I got my men in line as soon as possible and 
sent Captain Beaty out to ascertain who they were. He came back 
with the information that they wei'C Confederates and that they 
demanded an unconditional surrender ol' the tovn, with but tifteen 
minutes’ time to consider. I then rode out and met one of their officers. 
He made Ihe same demand oi‘ me, telling me that they were regulai* 
Confederates, of Shelby’s brigade, and that they had the artillery 
planted to shell the place in case of refusal. T then rode back to my 
men and ordered them to remain in line and be ready for battle. About 
this time my pickets came in from the south side of town and re])orted 
200 at the Wakenda bridge, south of town. I then rode back and met 
the Confederate officer, and the demand for suirender was renewed. 
He told me that they had (iOO men north of town. 1 refused to make 
an unconditional surrender, telling him that 1 would fight them as long 
as I had a man left rather than surrender under such terms. The rebel 
officer then went back to their command and held a consultation with 
the officers and came back to me, and I agreed to make the surrender 
under the following conditions: First, my entire command, officers and 
men, were to be pai’oled in Carrollton, Mo., and allowed to go to their 
homes and receive protection against bushwha(*kers so long as the Con¬ 
federates should remain in the country, and the officers to retain their 
horses and side-aimis. Second, all private property was to remain 
unmolested, and no private citizen was to be arrested or maltreated in 
any way whatever. These were the terms of surrender. 1 thought I 
was greatly outnumbered and was short of ammunition, and seeing no 
prospect of re-enforcements I thought I was doing the best for my men 
that could be done under the circumstances. 

After agreeing upon the terms, my men grounded their arms, and 
the rebels took possession of the town. The men were marched into 
the court-house and placed under guard and the offi<‘ers were taken to 
headquarters and paroled, each signing a written obligation not to 
bear arms against the Confederate States until legally exchanged. 
Each officer then received a written parole signed by J. C. Cravens, 
signing himself major and paroling officer C. S. Army. 1 then insisted 
on the commanding officer to have my men paroled immediately as 
agreed upon. He replied that since taking a second thought it had 
occurred to his recollection that owing to a late agi*eement between ihe 
two Governments the men could not be legally paroled except at the 
brigade headquarters, and that he should have to take them as pris¬ 
oners of war to WaverJy, Mo. At that place he said that General 
Shelby had his headquarters, and as soon as they reached that place 
the men should be iiaroled without fail. Theji violated their agree¬ 
ment in many instances. In the first by not paroling these men as 
agreed upon. iNearly all the officers lost their horses and side-arms. 
The town was plundered of everything they could carry off. Captain 
Beaty was arrested (after having been paroled) on the charge of hav¬ 
ing killed a Colonel Peery of the Confederate army, and two other com¬ 
missioned officers, one of whom was said to have been a brother of 
Captain Williams, the man that had Captain Beaty arrested. They 
took Captain Beaty to their cami) that night and kept him under 
guard until next morning, when they relieved him. They then marched 
the prisoners in the direction of Brunswick. I went with them to try to 
have the prisoners paroled as early as possible. They crossed the Mis- 
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feouri Eiver at Brunswick and to Wav^erly. ISTot tindmg Shelby 
there, they told me that they should have to take the prisoners with 
them until they came to Shelby’s brigade. They traveled about two 
miles when a halt was made, and there seemed to be considerable 
excitement among them. I asked Majior Cravens the cause and he told 
me that they were cut oil* from the Confederate army. At this time 
Captain (or Colonel) Williams rode back to me and said that he had 
just received orders from Shelby to parole all the ])risoners captured at 
Carrollton. The prisoners were then drawn up in line and their names 
taken. They were then sworn not to bear arms until legally exchanged. 
The rebel officer then made me sign the obligation for my men, after 
which they were released, except the six—F. Addison, William Silkey, 
Joel Trotter, Alexander Stanley, Joseph Street, and John Street. I 
demanded the release of these men also. Williams said he had charges 
against them for which he would hold them and give them a fair trial 
(the charges he said were the same as against Captain Beaty). If they 
were found guilty of violating the rules of war they would be punished; 
if not they would be escorted to the Federal lines and released. I 
afterward learned that Williams gave them up to one of Anderson’s 
men and that they were shot. Their bodies have since been found and 
identified. They were shot and buried near the place where I left 
them. 

At the time the rebels came into the town I had but about 160 men 
fit for duty and was short of ammunition. At the time that I took 
command of the post at this place there was no ammunition on hand. 
1 sent to you twice for ammunition and received a box each time, but 
about half of that had been used by the men on scouts and picket duty. 
Under these circumstances and not seeing any prospect of re-enforce¬ 
ments I thought best to surrender. 

1 have the honor to remain, colonel, ver> respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

UEOEGE BEAGLE, 

Major Btajlmeut Enrolled Missouri Militia, 

Col. J. H. Shanklin, 

Commanding ISuh-Disirict of (JhiUicofhe, 


No. o5. 

Report of Brig, Gen. Thomas Eicmg.Jr.^ U. 8- Aryny^ eoyynyianding Dis¬ 
trict of Haiyit Louis, 

IlEADQUARTERS SAINT LOUIS DISTRICT, 

^amt Louis^ October 20^ 1861. 

{:^IR: 1* have the honor to report that on the night of the 24th of 
September the major-general commanding, having learned that Price’s 
army had entered the department by way of Poplar Bluffs and Bloom¬ 
field, ordered me to take a brigade of the Second Division, Sixteenth 
Army Corps, which was then at Jefferson Barracks, and patrol and 
garrison the Iron Mountain Railroad, reporting to Maj. Gen. A. J. 
Smith, who was to follow next day with the other brigades of the divis¬ 
ion. At T)e Soto, leaving the rest of the brigade to await further 
orders from General Smith, I went on with the Fourteenth Iowa In¬ 
fantry, strengthening the garrisons at all the bridges and making tem¬ 
porary headquarters at Mineral Point. From each station where there 
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was cavalry I seat scouting parties east and south, which returned by 
IMonday morning, reporting no enemy north of Fredericktown. They 
brouglit, however, apparently credible rumors that Price was at Fred¬ 
ericktown with all his army. At 10 Monday morning I took Oom])anies 
B, C, D, E, and 11, Fourteenth Iowa Infantry, under Captain (Jampbell, 
and Aveiit to Pilot Knob. Maj. James Wilson, Third Missouri {State 
Militia Oavahy, then commanded the Third Sub-District of this district, 
with headquarters at that post. He had under orders withdrawn his 
outposts from Patterson, Oentreville, Fredericktown, and Farmington, 
and collected at Pilot Knob all the available force of his sub-<listi‘icl, 
except bridge guards. The force there inesent consisted of Coinpani<\s 
A, F, E, G, H, and I, Forty-seventh Missouri Infantry, and Captain Lind¬ 
say’s company, Filtietli Missouri Infantry, which were raw troops, with 
an aggTegate of 489 officers and men for duty, and Companies A, (’, 1), 

H, I, and K, Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry; Com])any L, Sc(‘ond 

Missouri State Militia Cavalry; Company G, First Missouri Stale 
Militia Infantry, and Captain Montgomery’s battery, which, with the 
detachment of the Fouiteenth Iowa, made an aggregate of old troops 
for duty of 562. My instructions from Major-CUmeral Rosccrans veve 
to have Major Wilson endeavor to hold Pilot Knob against any mere 
detachment of the enemy, but to evacuate if Price’s main army should 
move against it. The village of Pilot Knob, wliich is the terminus of 
the railroad and the depot for supply of the lower outposts, is eighty- 
six miles south of Saint Louis. It lies in a idain of about J,0(M) a(Tes, 
encircled by Cedar and Bock IMoimtains on the north, IMlot Knob on 
the east, and Shephei‘d\s ]\rountaiu, stretching around the valley, on tli(‘, 
south and west. Each hill is from 500 to 600 teet in height, and rises 
abruptly from the valley, with the sides toward it covered with rcxjks, 
gnarled oaks, and undergrowth. The southern and western slopes ol‘ 
Shepherd’s Mountain are accessible, and several roads lead over them 
to ^Ghe coalings’’ on its summit. Stout’s Creek llcnvs along the bas<‘ of* 
Shepherd’s Mountain and through a gap between it and Pilot Knob into 
a larger valley of several thousands of acres, (‘iicirclcd by a (diain of 
hills, in the northern end of which and about a mile from the town of 
Pilot Knob is the sr village of Ironton. Through this gap 

runs the road ffiom IIw ob to Fredericktown, ])assing out of the 
larger valley by the Shut-in,” a gap four miles southeast of Pilot 
Knob. The two valleys are called Arcadia. 

Fort Davidson is a hexagonal work, motiiiting four .‘}2-j)oundor si(^g(^ 
g*uns and three 24-pounder howitzei-s en barbette. It lies about 860 
yards fi‘om the base of the knob and 1,000 trom the ga]). From the 
fort to the remotest summit of these hillfi visible^ from it is not over 

I, 200 yards, while all ])arts of the hill-sides toward th(‘ fort, <‘xc(‘pt th(‘ 
west end of Shepherd’s Mountain, are in musket-range. The tort, was 
always conceded to be indefensible against any large army having s<‘rv- 
iceable artillery. Early last summer I sent competent'engim^ers to 
select another site, but such are the difficulties of the position no pra(*- 
ticable place could bo found anymore defensibh^ I therefore^ had tlu^. 
roads leading up the hills obstructed, cleared the nearest hill-vsides of 
timber, and put the fort in a thorough state of defense l>y deepening 
the ditches, strengthening the parapet, and adding two rifle-pits lead¬ 
ing north and south, commanding the best api)roa(du\s. On r<*aching 
Pilot Knob at noon of Monday, Se])tember 26,1 found scoiUing pa.ri i(\s 
had been sent the night before on all the main roads, l)utthat th(^])arfy 
sent toward Fredericktown had returned after going but six or <‘iglii 
miles. 1 forthwith sent two companies to make a thorough re(‘ouiuus- 
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sance toward Fredericktown, and a small scouting party under Captain 
Powers to cross the roads leading from the south to that place, and 
learn of the loyal people on them as much as possible as to the force of 
the enemy. Both coiiunands Jiiet Price’s advance in Arcadia Yalley, 
near Shut-in Gap, and were forced back into the town of fronton, where, 
with Captain Dinger’s company. Forty-seventh Missouri, then on duty 
there, they made a stand. I re-enforced them with the detachment of 
the Fourteenth Iowa, Captain Campbell commanding, and a section of 
Montgomery’s battery. Lieutenant Simonton commanding, and all my 
available cavalry, placing the Avhole under command of Major Wilson, 
with orders to drive the enemy, if possible, through Shut-in Gap. He 
drove them to the ga]), but was unable to hold them there, and was 
being forced back gradually when night and a rain-storm suspended the 
engagement. By midnight it was evident that the enemy were in strong 
force, as their column could be heard coming into the valley in vsteady 
procession, and their encampment grew extensive. We still did not 
know i)ositively that Price’s main army was there, though all om* infor¬ 
mation was decidedly to tliat etfect. But the advantages of delaying 
the enemy two or three days in his march northward and of making a 
stubborn tight before retreating were so great, even though the defense 
should be imsuccessfid and much of the garrison be lost, that 1 resolved 
to stand last and take the chances. I immediately forwarded up the 
raih’oad all the quartermaster and commissary stores not needed in the 
fort, and all the rolling-stock, and started the quartermaster’s wagons 
empty. Details were set at Avork constructing in the fort six platformed 
barbettes for the field artillery, four pieces of which were taken into it. 
Lieut. David Murphy, Forty-seventh Missouri Yolunteers, a most gal¬ 
lant officer and experienced artillerist, was assigned to duty on my staff 
as aide-de-camp and given general control of the artillery. Major-Gen¬ 
eral Smith, whose immediate command was at De Soto and Mineral 
Point, was kept fully advised by telegraph of my information, move¬ 
ments, and purposes, until 11 o’clock Tuesday forenoon, when the line 
went down. 

At day Light Tuesday the enemy forced Wilson back through Arcadia 
Yalley to the gap between Shepherd’s Mountain and Pilot Knob. While 
they were tiying to force the gap I ordered the detachment of the 
Fourteenth Iowa to take position on the east end of Shepherd’s Moun¬ 
tain, and ordered Wilson to fall back with his cavalry along the side of 
Pilot Knob, thus commanding the gap tfom both sides and opening a 
clear range from the fort. Wilson soon sent m e word that the enemy were 
displaying a fiag of truce. T knew it was a trick to effect a safe passage 
of the gap while parleying about a surrender, and therefore ordered him 
to renew the fight at once. A long and obstinate struggle followed^in 
which the enemy lost considerably in an iiUvSiiccessful effort to i>ass 
the defile. During an hour of comparative quiet whi<‘h followed they 
threw a for(*e around Shepherd’s Mountain and approached frpm the 
west, but that approach was too greatly exposed and they were driven 
from it by our artillery, aided by two companies of skiimishers. An 
hour more and my troops were summarily ejected from the points com¬ 
manding the gap, the enemy following them along the hill-sides in 
strong force. When they had well advanced w(‘ opened on theun with all 
our guns and drove them back in disorder and with heavy loss. We 
retook the gap, were again forced from it, and again with artillery di‘ove 
them fi’om the hill-sides. They got two pieces in position on the east end 
of Shepherd’s Mountain commanding a part of the side of Pilot Knob, 
which being equally commanded from the fort became neutral gi’ound. 
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We still held with skii*mishers the sides of Shepherd’s Mountain except* 
the gap, and the side of Pilot Knob not raked by tlieir artillery. Aftei 
an hour of lull, lines of the enemy were seen at exposed i)oints on the 
summits of the two hills moving down 5 and almost before we could 
open fire on them another white flag was raised on a rock near the suiiiti 
mit of Shepherd's Mountain where a group of officers had been taking 
observations under shelter. With the opening of a brisk cannonade out 
the group the flag wavS hauled down. The design was plainly to sust, 
pend the tiring so that theii* forces might approach to the assault in 
safety. I now ordered into the tort the section of artillery operating 
outside, but the horses stampeded and could not be got in. The sec¬ 
tion remained under cover of our tire, however, and was brought in 
before daik. Here the enemy opened on us with tAVo guns from the 
summit of Shepherd’s Mountain at about 800 yards, ainl two fro in the 
side at a less distance. The guns were well covered and we could not 
silence them, the two nearest getting and keei^ing our range exactly. 
The division on Shepherd’s Mountain was Marniaduke’s, winch, on the 
withdrawal of the white flag and the opening of their artillery, moved 
rapidly down to the assault, his line greatly broken by the rugged and 
steep descent, and by our fire, which told with marked ettect upon them. 
On reaching the plain the most of the assaulting force took cover in 
the deep bed of the creek, fi’om Avhich they opened and kept up an 
incessant fire. About 100 ventured on to the assault but fell or were 
driven back before they reached the ditch. Almost simultaneously Avith 
the movement of Marmaduke’s diAusion, that of General Fagan moved 
over Pilot Knob in stronger force, and less disturbed by our fii*e sweep¬ 
ing back in disorder or cutting off our companies which held tlie toAvn 
and pai*t of the mountain sides. His lines Av^ere greatly broken by tlie 
houses and fences of the skirt of the town, but were hastily reformed by 
him and by General Cabell, Avho led the assault, and swept upon the 
plain in handsome style, yelling and on the double-quick. We opened 
on them when at 600 yards ■from the fort with musketry from the ram¬ 
parts and from the long line of the north rifle-i)its, and AAuth canister 
from seven pieces of artillery. They rushed on most gallantly, but were 
broken, confused, and SAA^ept down by our ra])id and well-directed fire 
until the advance reached the ditch, when the attacking forces fied in 
dismay, leaving apparently almost half their comrades dead or wounded 
on the plain. Pending the assaults the enemy threw a large cavalry 
force ai'ound the west end of Shepherd’s Mountain to occupy the i*oad 
north of us to Mineral Point. As they moved along the base of Cedar 
Mountain just after the last assault was reinilsed, a sortie was made 
from the north ditch by which they were routed and lost (considerably. 
A half hour of ineffective musketry and artillery firing ended tlie 
engagement Avith the approach of night. 

An examination of prisoners that evening convinced me that Price 
was there with about 12,000 men and ten pieces of artillery, Shelby’s 
division with eight pieces having gone from Fredericktown to Farm¬ 
ington. I had foun<i myself unable with my force intact to hold the 
mountain sides so as to ])revent his planting artillery there. My com¬ 
mand was now reduced one-fourth in effective strength, as I had lost 75 
killed and wounded and in our possession, and double that number 
missing. I knew that the next morning the enemy having possession 
of the mountain tops and sides would place all his artillery in position 
to command the fort, which would make it certainly untenable. That 
morning, at the time when telegraphic communication ended, tAvo infan¬ 
try regiments of Major-General Smith’s command were at Mineral Point, 
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tweuty-tliree miles nortli of us, and four miles east of Potosi. 1 tliouglit 
they were probably there still and thatby gettiug a good start we could 
eftect a jimctioii with them and fall back or stand as the movement and 
force of the enemy might permit. I thei‘efore determined to evacuate 
that night. The chief danger was that the i^reparations for the retreat 
might be observed and tlie garrison cut to pieces or captured in the 
confusion incident to the exit. The works of the iron company at the 
north base of Pilot Knob had been fired by the enemy and the immense 
pile of charcoal adjacent to the works glowed and flamed all night, mak¬ 
ing the valley as light as noonday. Moreover, i learned Colonel Slay- 
back’s command held the Mineral Point road just north of the town, 
leaving the Potosi road the only exit not certainly in the possession of 
the enemy. But, with all its dangers, the policy of retreat was clearly 
best, and preparations for it began at midnight. I had Colonel Fletcher 
arrange for having the magazine (which was large and filled with 
every variety of ammunition) blown up in two hours after we left, or 
as soon as our exit should be discovered by the enemy. AVe took pos¬ 
session of the town and valley and drove from them all straggling 
rebels. Tlie garrison was then aroused, knai)sacks packed, haversacks, 
and cartridge-boxes well supplied and everything destructible, which 
we could not take away and the enemy might use, placed near or on 
the magazine. At 3 o’clock Colonel Fletcher silently led the infantry 
out of the sally port around the ditch, and through the north rifle-pit, 
forming them under cover of a deep shadow at the end of the pit. The 
drawbridge was then covered with tents to muffle the sound, and the 
cavalry and battery marching out formed column with the infantry and 
took a by-way to the Potosi road. We left Slaybaek’s camp on our 
right and another rebel camp near the road on our left, both unapprised 
of our movement. The body of the rebel army was atirontonand think- 
iugus sufiiciently hemmed in were busy making fascines and scaling lad¬ 
ders for an assaultintheinorning. They even failed to take thehintwhen 
tlie magazine, an hour before daylight, shook the hills with its explosion. 
At suniise I started Captain Hills, Tenth Kansas, acting aide-de-camp, 
with ten men to Mineral Point to acquaint the command there of my 
approach and request it to march and join me. On starting, they, with 
our advance, fell upon about twenty-live rebels in the town of Caledonia 
and routed them, killing one. We then learned that our forces had fallen 
back from Mineral Point and that Shelby had taken Potosi the even¬ 
ing before, and I therefore at once left the Potosi road and took that 
through Webster toward Eolla. 

I afterward learned that after his repulse Tuesday Price ordered 
Shelby’s division down from Potosi to Pilot Knob, to take part in a 
second attack, and that the squad we routed at Caledonia was Shelby’s 
advance. He waited several hours with his division to give us battle 
two miles north of Caledonia, thus giving us a good start on the Web¬ 
ster road before pursuing. MarmacUrke’s division left Pilot Knob at 8 
that morning to overtake us and joined Shelby in the pursuit at Cale¬ 
donia. At sundown we reached Webster, thirty-one miles fflom Pilot 
Knob, and rested until midnight. From information received there I 
determined to go to Harrison, Leasburg, on the southwest branch of the 
Pacific Railroad, because pai't of Colonel Warmoth’s militia regiment was 
there, but especially because the road to Rolla was one on which we 
could be easily surrounded by a superior cavalry force, while that to 
Harrison led nearly all the way along a sharp spur of the Ozark range, 
separating the waters of the Huzza and the Courtois, and through the 
gorge of the Huzza, walled in with uutraversable clifts, to RoUa was 
20 R R— you XLI, PT I 
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ftffcy-five miles, to Harrison thirty-five. I here sent Captain Hills, with 
teu men in advance, to Franklin with instructions lo telegraph tlieiu'e 
to the major-general commanding at Saint Louis and to General McNeil 
at EoUa of our movements and to arrange means for securing our safe 
and speedy withdrawal from Harrison to Eolla or Saint Louis. 

The night was intensely dark and stormy and Ave groped our way 
with gTcat effort and little progress. We had just reached the ridge at 
8 Thursday morning, when the enemy charged on our rear guard and 
drove it upon the column. I placed the detachment of the Fourteenth 
Iowa Infantry, Company H, Forty-seventh Missouri, Com])anies (\ B, 
and K, Third Missouri State Alilitia Cavalry, and Lieutenant Smiley’s 
section of artillery,in the rear, all under the command of Major Williams, 
Tenth Kansas, acting aide-de-camp, and, with occasional halts to rake 
the woods with grape and canister, we made a good and snccessfril 
march, the enemy almost constantly engaged with oiir rear guard, but 
unable to break through or fiank it until we came within four miles of 
Harrison. There the road debouches on a high sweep of gently rolling 
Avoodland and fr*om that out we fought hard for every step we gained. 
The refugees, men, women, and childi‘en, white and black, Avho clung 
to the command, nearly sacrificed it by their panics. I had to throw 
out the available fighting force, infantry and cavahy, as advance and 
rear guard and flankers, leaving in the body of tlie column the 
affrighted non-combatants, and two sections of artillery not often 
brought into action on the retreat. Eepeated and stubborn efforts w'erc 
made to bring us to a stand, and could they have forc'ed a halt o(‘ an 
hour they would have enveloped and taken us, but our halts, tliough 
fr'equent, were brief, and were only to unlimber the artillery, stagger 
the pursuers with a few rounds, and move on. We reached Harrison 
just after dark, having made the march of sixty-six miles iu thirty- 
nine hours. We found Warmoth’s militia gone. This station is thirty- 
five miles from Eolla, forty-five fi?om Franldin, and eighty-two from 
Saint Louis. The position is naturally strong, being on the crest of a 
ridge, with no timber to obvstruct the range for 200 yards on eitluu* side. 
A cut for the railroad track gave shelter for the horses. A large num¬ 
ber of tie&were there, of w^hich the militia had made breast-woj'ks, and 
the adjacent buildings were wed situated for purposes of d(‘fensc. My 
command had just time to form and the artillery to inilimbcr, when ali 
assault was made, but aided by darkness and our rude d(doiisos wo 
repulsed it. Just then the eastern train arrived witli military storcss 
for Eolla, and cars enough to move my command. We got the (‘om- 
mand aboard and Avere about to start for Saint LouiKS, with the cavahy 
and ai‘tillery horses moAdng on a parallel road, Avhen the nearest sta.- 
tions north and south of us AA’'ere seen in flames. The command AvavS 
at once taken oft* the cars and the night spent in fortifying. 

At daybreak Friday the enemy ai)peared in force and prepared 
apparently for an assault. They kept up a demonstration thi-ongh the 
day, accompanied AAith a heavy lii*e of skirmishers, whic'h Avas av(‘II 
replied to from onr defenses. Having less than thirty rounds to the 
gun we used our artillery but little, reserving it for the moment of 
assault, or the emergencies of a farther retreat. The day passed in 
instant expectation of an attack in force and in unremitting labor on 
the defenses, which were extended and strengthened, so they grew 
formidable. Friday night another assault Avas repulsed and the night 
passed in snatches of rest, amid hourly and most harassing alarms. 
Hearing nothing of re-enforceiuents I at midnight dispatched a citizen 
messenger to Eolla to ask help from there, and Lieutenant-Ooloiiel 
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Maiipiii to Eraiiklhi, to advise tlie general commanding of iny condition 
and to endeavor t(; luring soine mounted nnlitia from Franklin County to 
iiiy aid if nothing hotter could be done, luy now total want of service¬ 
able cavalry aiid the exhausted condition of uiy infantry having made 
a farther letreat an extremely hazardous nndeidaking. The citizen got 
to Holla, but Lieiiteiiaiit-(V)lonel Mauimi and Captain Bchenck, and 
Lieutenant Fletcher, Avho accomi)anied him, could not accomj)lish their 
errand and barely escaped capture. Saturday morning the enemy 
ai)])eared in increased force, thoroughly reconnoiuued our ]>ositioii, and 
made every disposition for assault, but the forenoon pa.^sed in an inces¬ 
sant tire vith their skirmishers and eoiistant expectation of an attack 
in force. 1 think our thorough rc^adiiiess and plain x>nrpose to light it 
out made him feel we would cost more than our worth. He drew off 
at 2 p. Ill, and at 4 Lieutenant-Colonel Leveiidgi*, Seventeenth Illinois 
Cavalry, with 500 nuui of his command, came to our rescue from ffeu- 
eral M(*Keil at liolia. Strong cavahy picktds were at once x^osted on 
four roads occupied ])y the enemy north of our encampment, and were 
pushed out more than a mil(\ At midnight, leaving a hundred men to 
occupy llarrison and re-entbree the pickets if necessary, and to destroy 
the few stores left in the train unissued, I withdrew my command and 
marched for Holla. On arriving at Saint James, twelve miles from 
Holla, at noon Sunday, the infantry were sent to that i)ost by railroad. 
Kext day I turned over my infantry and cavalry, worn out with toil 
and watching, to U-eneral McNeil, to garrison Holla, whereupon he 
marched with his cavalry and that of General Sanborn and my battery 
to the defense of Jetfbrsoii (ity. TuCvSday I got an escort of forty men 
and passing in the rear of the enemy reached Saint Louis with the 
members of juy slaft‘ Wednesday night. 

Our loss at Pilot Knob was about 200 killed, wounded, and missing, 
and in the several engagements on the retreat to Holla about 150. Of 
tlie niiswsiiig the most weri* (ait (df in detachments and escaped capture, 
so that our actual loss was about 150 killed and wounded, and 50 cap¬ 
tured and ])aroled. Among our severely wounded Avere Lieut. Smith 
Thompsou, Fourteenth Iowa; Lieut. John Fessler, First*Infantry Mis- 
soiua State Militia, and Li(*ut. John Lraden, Fciurtcenth Iowa lufaiitiy, 
since (haul; Maj. James Wilson, Third Cavalry Missouri State l\Iilitia, 
after being wounded Ayascapturedoii PilotKuob, and"with 
six of his .gallant men Avas brutally murdered by order of a rebel tield 
oljli(*er ot‘ the day. The rebel loss at Pilot Knob, killed and AV(maded, 
exc(Maled 1,500, as is shown by the inclosed letter of T. W, Johnson, sur¬ 
geon in charge of our hospital there, and also by (corroborative testimony 
gathered since our reoc(cupati(m of the post. In the rebel hospital at 
Ironton, on the 12th instant, avg found Colonel Thomas, chief of Gen¬ 
eral Eagaifs stall, o majors, 7 captains, 12 lieutenants, and 204 enlisted 
men, representing seveut(*eu ri^gimeuts and four batteries, all danger¬ 
ously and nearly all mortally Avounded. The rest of the rebel wounded 
Avlio were not able to follow the army were sent south by General Price, 
under escort of Colonel Rains* regiment. As to the loss of the enemy 
in the pursuit and at Harrison I ha\"e no knoAvledge. 

To the olheers commanding the several detachments, to wit, Ool. 
Thomas 0. Flet(*her, Forty-s(wenth Missouri Infantry; (3apt. William J. 
Oami)bell, Fourteenth Iowa lufautiy; Oapt. William 0. F. Montgomery, 
Second Missouri Artilhny; Lieut. John Fessler, First Infantry Missouri 
State Militia; Oapt. HolxM’t L. Lindsay, Filtieth Missouri Infantry; 
Capt. A. P. Wright, Second Cavalry Missoml State Militia, and also 
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to Maj. H. H. Williams, Tenth Kansas; Capt. Charles S. Hills, Tenth 
Kansas; Capt. H. B. Milks, Thii'cl Cavalry Missouri State Militia; 
Lieut. David Murphy, Forty-seventh Missouri Infantry, and Surg. S. 
D. Carpenter, of my staff, I am indebted for an intelligent and thorough 
discharge of duty which contributed largely to om* success. Nearly 
an hundred citizens of Pilot Knob and Ironton (among whom were 
General McCormick, Colonel Lindsay, Captain Leei)er, Major Emerson, 
and other well known gentlemen), organized and commanded by Capt. 
P. F. Lonergan, First Infantry Missomi State Militia, fought and 
worked well. A colored man named Charles Thurston, organized and 
commanded a company of negroes, who eagerly bore their share of 
labor and danger. I owe it to the cherished memory of Major Wilson, 
to add in concluwsion an honorable mention of his name, not only be¬ 
cause of the nerve and skill with which for two days preceding the 
assault he embarrassed and delayed the overwhelming forces of the 
enemy, but also because of his long and useful service in this district 
unblemished by a fault. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOMxVS EWING, Jr., 

Brigad ier- General, 


Col. J. T. Du Bois, 

Chiif of Headquarters Dept, of the Missouri. 


ADD EX DA. 


(xENERAL Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of the Missouri, 

No. 189. j tiaint Lo?o'6*, jlfo., October 6‘, 1S61, 

With pride and pleasure the commandiirg general notices tlie gallant 
conduct of Brig. Gen. Thomas Ewing, jr., and his command, in the * 
defense of Pilot Knob, and in the subsequent retreat to Eolla. With 
scarcely 1,000 effective men they repulsed the attacks of Pri(*e’s invad¬ 
ing army, and successfully retreated with their battery a distance of 
100 miles, in the face of a pursuing and assailing cavalry force of live 
times their number. Suclr conduct deserves imitation, particularly 
when contrasted ^vith the cowardly conduct of the troops at Osage 
bridge. The general commanding presents his hearty thanks and con¬ 
gratulations to Col. Thomas 0. Fletcher, Forty-seventh Missouri Vol¬ 
unteers; Maj. James Wilson, Third Cavalry Missouri State Militia; 
Capt. Eobert L. Lindsay, Fiftieth Missouri Yolunteers; Capt, William 
J. Campbell, Company K, Fourteenth Iowa Volunteers; Capt. W. C. F. 
Montgomery, Second Missouri Artillery; Cajit. A. P. Wright, Second 
Cavalry Missouri State Militia; Lieut. John Fessler, First Infantry 
Missouri State Militia, and the officers and men under their command. 
They have deserved well of their country. The general commanding 
dcvsires also publicly to recognize the courage and efficiency of Licni. 
Col. Amos W.Maupin, Forty-seventh Missouri Yolunteers; Maj. II. 11. 
Williams, Tenth Kansas Yolunteers; Capt. Charles S. HillsJ Tenth 
Kansas Yolunteers; Capt. H. B. Milks, Third Cavalry Missouri State 
Militia; Capt. P. F. Lonergan, First Infantry Missouri State Militia; 
and First Lieut. David Mui*phy, Forty-seventh Missouri Vol¬ 

unteers. Under such commanders Federal troops should always march 
to victory. 

By command of Major-General Eosecrans: 

FEANK ENO, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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No. oO. 

Reports of Aetg. Asst. Hurg. Thomas IT"'. Johnson^ Z7. Army. 

Ikonton, Mo., December 10^ 18GL 

SiK: I liave tlie lionor to forward the following list of killed and 
wounded in the fight of September 27, 1804, at Pilot Knob, IMo.* 

T. W. JOHKSOK, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S, Army. 
Surg. S. T). Oari^enter, Xr. S. Voluiiieers, 

MediC(i I J)irector. 


Pilot Knob, December 10^ ISOd. 


General: The following men were killed September 27, 1864.t Be- 
Rides these 7 [ ?J killed and 12 mortally wounded there were 49 others 
with lesser wounds whose names I sent you to-day. In addition to this 
J. L. Harris, private, Gom])any C, Third Missouri State Militia, and 
Itobert Summers, private, Company A, Thii‘d Missouri State Militia, 
were killed at Leasburg, Se]>tember 30, 1864. This list comprises all 
the casualties which I have any record of. 


Yours, 

Brigadier-General Ewing. 


T. W. JOHKSOK, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon. 


No. 57. 

Reports of Lieut. Col. Hiram M. lliller^ Second Missouri State Militia 

Cavalry. 

Cape Girardeau, Mo., September 1861. 

The rebels attacked Captain Sells two or three times this morning. 
The last atta(‘k was made near Sikeston. Sells formed his men in line, 
and opened on them vlth howitzers. When the rebels attacked, Sells 
was forced to burn his train between the Castor and Wliitewater. He 
was at Benton with his forces this evening, and will be in during the 
night. This was about 10 o’clock in the morning. They did not make 
their appearance again, and he marched here unmolested. His loss is 
3 killed, 7 wounded, and some 10 missing—reports killing 20. The 
rebels had one 2-i)ounder gun. Captain Sells informs me that while he 
was fighting with musketry he heard cannon firing at Bloomfield, and 
from the sound and distance judges the guns to be 12-pounders. The 
force that marched on Bloomfield was commanded by Colonels Jeffers, 
Kitchen, and Major Parrott, 1,500 vStrong. Sells reports some 6,000 
men marching toward Chalk Blali‘ from Gainesville. 

H. M. HILLEE. 

Brigadier-General Ewing. 

^ Nominal list (omitted) shows 14 enlisted men and 8 citizens hilled and 42 enlisted 
men and 5 citizens wounded. 

tNominal list (omitted) shows 4 enlisted men and 2 citizens killed and 10 enlisted 
men and 2 citizens wounded. 
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Gape Girarbeau, AIo., Sqytemher Ji, Jsoi, 
Aly picket force at Jackson was attacked and driven in about sun¬ 
down this evening at AVliitew ater bridge, on Bloomfield xoad. P'ell 
back at 4 p. m. on account of large rebel force crovssing above tliein. 
The lieutenant in charge reports that from the best information he 
could get there vere 5,000 rebels .i..i "■ * _ this way. 

Jl. IM. IIILLEH, 

Lieu tciumP Co lonvL 

Bri ga di er-Gei ioral E wtno. 


Xo. 58. 


JRcjjort of Ciqyi. Adolph Taclce^ Unrolled Missouri Militia, 

Gape Ghiardeaxl l^epiember JO^ JbdL 
In accordance with orders re(*eived from you I ]>ioceeded on Ratur- 
day, 24th instant, with a guard of twenty-five men, to Jackson, to take 
command of the place, observe the movements of the enemy, and Jiold 
the place if possible. In pursuance thereof I have the honor to report 
to you as follows: 

I arrived at 5.80 p. m. and placed ])ickets on the roads leading to 
Jackson immediately, and while ])re]>aring sii]>i)er for the balance of 
the men, a party of AVilliain L.Jc^fiers’rebel command, (comprising some 
150 to 200 mounted men, cam<‘ upon ns in full gallop, shouting and 
shooting into the pla(*e, on the main road on ai)proa(‘hing town. Th(‘y 
came from the direction of Bloomfield, u]) the bottom road l(*adiiig into 
the main road about 500 or 400 yards Irom the court-hous(^ at Ja(*k- 
son. Their advance guard being dress<‘d in F(‘deial unilbrm w(‘r(‘ 
mistaken by my i)ickets for a ]>ai ty of our own men, seveial vseouts hav¬ 
ing gone out tile same day in that as w'cll as other directions. With 
the tew num 1 had left I made all possible resistam^e. We dis(diaig(Ml 
our shotguns at them, killing 1 of their men and w^oiinding 1 lieubmant 
and 1 iirivate, also killing 2 of their horses and 1 mule. I lost 1 man 
killed, 1 w'ouncled, and 8 missing; lost 21 horst^s and acroutermmits, 
and about 18 guns and a(‘couterments. Seeing further resistance from 
us against such an unequal force useless, ami to avoid (*apture of the 
wiiole party, I managed to make my escape to Cape Girardeau with the 
balance of my command. 

ABOLPir TACKE, 

Cajyt^ Comdff. Co, i^ix Months'^ To//?., Unrolled Missouri Milifiu, 
Lieut. Ool. TT. M. Hiller, 

Commanding Second )!:^uh-I)istricf of t^aini Louis, 


No. 59. 


Beporfs of 2!aj, James Wilson, Third 2rissouri Htate 2Rliiia Cavalry, 


Pilot Knob, Mo., I^eptemher />/), 1861. 

The scout sent out according to your order, about eighty in numbcT, 
were surrounded at Ponder’s Mill, on Little Black Liver, and all but 
ten Avere either captured or killed. They report the rebels in ]arg(* 
force, and say that Price was reported to be at Po(*ahontas. 


General Ewino, 

Commanding Uistrict, 


JAMES WILSON, 
Majorj Commanding, 
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Pilot Knob, September 20^ 1861. 

Lieutenant Pape, vrho was in command of the scout, has returned to 
Patterson with lifty more men. He says there were not more than 
4,000 or 5,000 rebels in the fight. The report that Price was at Poca¬ 
hontas was got from rebel wounded on the field. He places no confi¬ 
dence in the report. Bell was entirely surrounded, and had to charge 
throug^i tile rebels. He escaped them. .Thinks they are moving in this 
direction. 

JAMES WILSOK, • 
Major^ Commanding. 

Brigadier-General EwTNa. 


Ko. GO. 

Biportfi of Maj. Samuel IMontgomery^ Sixth Minfiouri Cavalry. 

nnQus. Second Battln., Sixth Oav. Missouri Yols., 

Yietorkiy Mo.^ October 5, 186i. 

Colonel: In obedience to your instructions of the 3d instant I 
called in all of my command except the scout under Oapt. E. D. Pus- 
sell, and left Meramec bridge at 7 a. m. to-day. Affcer marching six 
miles I met Captain Eussell and party returning, who reports the result 
of his expedition as folloAvs, viz: Captain Eussell left Meramec bridge 
early on the morning of the 3d instant with thirty men, with instriuj- 
tions to march in tlie direction of Eichwoods. He stopped for the night 
twelve miles from Eichwoods, and resuming the march next morning 
before sunrise, Avhen within about four miles of that place mot several 
paroled Federal prisoners who belonged to the Potosi militia, and who 
Avere on their return home Ada EichAAmods. They informed me that they 
left; Price’s head(iuarters Simday morning, eight miles northAvest of 
Union, and that Ernie’s army was mar(*hing in the direction of Jefier- 
son City, and was in such a hurry that he did not liave time to parole 
all the prisoners. Captain Eussell was iufoi'med by these men that 
there were three rebels at the next house. lie sent five men after them; 
killed 2 and took 1 prisoner. One of the men that was killed stated 
that he had deserted the militia and joined the rebels, and was instantly 
shot by Lieutenant Smith. The one taken indsoner belongs to the Third 
Missouri (rebel) Cavalry, commanded by Colonel Greene. They puwshed 
raindly forward about a mile and met another party eighty strong. 
Charged and droA^e them in confusion three miles beyond Eiclnvoods, 
killing 10, seriously Avounding their caiitain and several others, cap 
tured 3 prisoners, all of whom belong to Marmaduke’s command. 
About thirty threw doAvn iheir arms and fled. The men went in like 
they Avere charging a McClellan meeting. One of the prisoners who 
seems to be well jAOsted states that Colonel Colfee is at FredericktoAvu 
recruiting. He also states that there was a force of 300 under Doug¬ 
lass at Potosi, who were under orders to march that day to join the 
main force beyond Union. There is a rebel force reported at Tyler’s 
Mills, on Big Eiver, grinding. Kumber not known. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAML. MOKTGOMBEY, 

Major^ Comdg. Second Battalion^ Sixth Cav, Missouri Vols, 
Col. J. 11. Baker, 

Commanding Post Saint Loiiis^ Saint Lonis^ Mo. 
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ITbqbs. Second Batten., Sixth Oav. Missouri Yols., 

J)e Mo., October R, 1864. 

Colonel: I liave tlie lionor to report tliat I left camp at this place 
at 5 p. m. on the 0th instant, with 200 men, for Potosi. After i^roeeed- 
ing about ten miles learned there was a party of rebels between Law- 
son and Cadet Stations. 1 changed my course and marched for Cadet 
Station, wliioh had not been burned as rex)orted to me, but the stores 
were robbed and Mr. Marr eaiTied oft* a (*onscri])t. I took their trail 
%Bm that ])lace and followed them to Tyler’s Mills, on Big Biver, where 
I found a camp of 300 under Dick Berryman and the notorious Sam. 
Hilderbrand. Attacked their <'amp, scatlcTing them in confusion in 
all dhections, killing 21; number of wounded unknown; took 1 inis- 
oner, belonging to Marmaduke’s division, and re(*ap1ured Mr. Marr, 
who is a brother of Oax)t. James Marr, of the First Missouri Artillery. 
My loss, 1 man severely Avounded through the breast. A portion of 
the i)arty were the same that were driven fL‘oin P)i(*hwoods on the morn¬ 
ing of the 4th instant by Captain Bussell. They had with them eleven 
who were Avminded at that x>lnee. There was a large number of the 
citizens of that neighborhood x^esent who were on very intimate and 
fiiendly terms with the rebels, still they were loud in their professions 
of loyalty upon our arrival. ]?rominent among them was a Mr. Simms, 
who has been buying horses for the Grovernment for the past year; also 
Judge Bansom. I followed them to within eight miles of Farmington, 
when they became so scattered 1 could pursue them no tarth(‘r. I 
learned there was no force at either Farmington or Pilot Knob, excexft 
hospital attendants at the latter x>hice. 

Yery reisJiiectttilly, joiiv obedient servant, 

SAML. MONTCOIMFBY, 

Major, Gomdg. Second Battalion, Sixth Gar. Mim>in'i VoIh. 
Col. J. n. Baker, 

Commanding Fo8t Saint Louis, Saint Louis, Mo. 


Hdqrs. Seoond Batten., Sixth Cay. Missouri Yols., 

Benton BarracltS, near Saint Louis, Mo., December 11, 1861. 

Captain: In comxiliance witli your verbal instructions 1 have the 
honor to rex>ort that in obedience to Special Orders, No. 87, headquarters 
Military Division of West Misvsisvsixipi, dated New Orleans, La., August 
0,1<S64, received through intermediate head(xuarters, I marcdied with 
my command from Pilot Knob, Mo., on the IGth of August. Arriving 
at Saint Louis on the 19th, I reported to the commanding officer Saint 
Louis DiwStrict and was ordered by him to report to Col. J. II. Baker, 
commanding xiost Saint Louis, who ordered me to Camp (xamble. I 
had a quantity of unserviceable arms and horses which it was ue(*essary 
for me to dispose of before my departure for the Department of the 
Gulf. The xn‘ox)erty was duly inspected and ordered turned over by the 
Xnux^^i" officers. TJiis being done I forwarded requisitions for new, but 
did not siKiceed in getting the order for horses for nearly one month. 
In the meantime my command was constantly on duty in the city with 
the excexition of a detachment of twenty-five men at Meramec bridge. 
On the afternoon of the 2d of October, in comxfiiance with instructions 
from Colonel Baker, I marched to Meramec biidge Avith thirty men, 
Avith directions to send a scout to Bichwoods. The next day the 
remainder of my command joined me at the bridge Avdth instructions 
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from Major-General Pleasoiiton, tliimigh Colonel Baker, for me to nio^^e 
to Pilot Knol)y Mo., via Victoria or Be Soto. On tlie 20th of October I 
received orders from General Ewing to return at on<‘e to Saint Louis. 
1 was at that time at Pilot Knob. Arrived at Benton Barracks on the 
25t]i. On the 2Gth received orders from General Ewing to proceed 
immediately by steam-boat up the Mississii)pi liiver to Cap-au-Gris, 
Lincoln County, Mo., and endeavor to overtake and destroy the Con¬ 
federate bands of Wood and iJorsey. For want of transportation I 
took with me only 15<S men, and landed according to dfrections on the 
morning of the 27th. On tb(^ 20th arrived at Wentzvillo, Mo., and com¬ 
municated by telegra])}! with G(‘neral Ewing, who instructed me to 
return immediately to Saint Louis without soimdhing special ottered for 
me to do. At 10 o’<dock that night I received a tcdegram from the com¬ 
manding officer at Saint Charles that the bushwliiu'kers had <‘aptured 
a train of ears on the Korth Missouri Itailroad ])y running the engine 
into a ditch some twenty-three miles above. I immediately mandied to 
where the dejuedations had b<‘(m committed; reached tlie place early 
next morning. 1 ]mi‘sued them to within ten miles of Hermann, where 
they turned oft* the road in a noiiliern direction. 1 continue<l on to Her¬ 
mann and crossed the river with my command. After which 1 received 
a telegram from General Ewing directing me to pursue the enemy it* 
there was any pros])ect of catching them. I considered the prospect so 
unfavorable that 1 did not recross the river, but directed Captain Kirby 
to march to Saint Louis as rapidly as imssible while I took the cars and 
reported in person to General Ewing, who ordered me to march to VYar- 
renton with the rcunainder of my command which was left back at 
Benton Barracks, also ordered ('aptaiu Kirby to Join meat tliatphu^eUvS 
soon as xmssible. On the 12th of 'November was ordercTl to Benton Bar¬ 
racks by General Ewing to report to him upon arrival for the purpose of 
comijlying with Hp(‘(ial Orders, No. <S7, headquart(u‘s Military iJivisiou 
of West Mississi])])!. While at Warren ton l re(iuest(*d of district h<^ad- 
(|uarters that a board of survey be appointed i*or the purpose of (examin¬ 
ing a number of vsaddles which had been drawn at Saint Jjouis Arsenal 
in Sei>tember, 18G4, and which w^ere entirely wxmthless. The ])oar(l wuus 
ordered as soon as my command n^turned to Urn Barra(*ks, butl did not 
get the re])ort for tw'elve days. Also a nuniher of horses, all tliat had 
been rode with the new saddl(‘S, had be(*ome unservict^able by remson 
of sor<e ])a(*ks, and it was necessary to have them inspected and con¬ 
demned, as I could not transfer them without it. I have not yet receiv(‘d 
the ]*eport of the inspecting odicer, which I am now wmiting for in ordtT 
to dispose of my nnservi(*eable ]>roperty, and make recpiisitions for new. 

All of wiiich is resi)eclfully submitted. 

SAML. MGXTGOMERY, 

JlaJoFy Comdg. /Second Battalion, /Sixth Cai\ Missouri VoJs. 

Capt. Frank Eno, 

Asst. Adjt. Gon.j Dept, of the Missouri^ Saint Louis, Mo. 


Xo. in. 

Report of Lieut. Samuel R. Kelley, Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

Ironton, Mo., October md. 

Sir: I, in command of a. detachment of forty men of the Third 
and Second Missouri State Militia Oavaky, left Pilot Knob, Mo,, on the 
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17th iustant. Moved in the direction of Lesterville; killed several 
guerrillas on the v'ay there. Crossed Black River to Logaifs Creek; 
moved down it to Carter’s Mill; then came up to Colonel Bollock, who 
was in command of some fifty rebels. They fired heavy for some min¬ 
utes, then broke to run. We pursued them for some two miles, shoot¬ 
ing one down every now and then. They fled in all directions, with a 
loss of 9 killed on the ground. I returned to Ironton, Mo., on the even¬ 
ing of the 21st instant, having killed IG. Turned over to the quarter 
master six horses. No loss on our part. 

Major, I am, youi‘ obedient servant, 

SAML. R. KELLEY, ^ 

First Lieut, Gomphny L, Third Missouri ^tate Militia Cavalry, 
Major Montgomery, 

Commanding Fost^ Pilot Knob^ Mo, 


No. 92. 

Report of Gapt, William C. F, 2£ontgomery,^ Battery Second Missouri 

Light Artillery, 

IlDQRS. Battery II, Second Missouri Light Arty., 

November 1 /, 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 21st of Septcnnber I 
received orders from headquarters Saint Louis, Mo., to march to Bilot 
Knob and report to the commanding officer at that post for duty. 

Tuesday evening, 5 o’clock, I started from Saint Louis, Mo., to Bilot 
Knob, ]VIo., on the evening train. On the morning of the 22d 1 reached 
the above-named place and was directed by Major Wilson, command¬ 
ing officer of the post, to select a suitable camp foi* my battery, whi(*h 
was done in a short time. At that time we had flying reports (du- 
cerning the movements of the rebel army. At retreat on the 22(1 I 
was ordered by Major Wilson to have my battery ready for adion at 
a moment’s waniing. At tattoo Iliad the horses harnessed and hit(*hed, 
cannoneers and drivers at their i)osts. We had the same ordcu' ami 
acted likewise the two following nights. At 1 p. m. Sunday, Seiitem- 
ber 25, the pickets ran in and reported the enemy advancing rapidly 
in sti'ong force on the Fredericktown road. I gave orders to harness 
and hitch, which was done inside of ten minutes, all ready for action. 
This proved to be a false alarm. The horses remaiined harnessed 
through the night. Next morning, September 26, the rebels were dis¬ 
covered in small force advancing on Arcadia, two miles southwest of 
Ironton. Brigadier-General Ewing arrived at 1 p. in.; assumed com¬ 
mand of the forces at Bilot Knob. Major Wilson was ordered with 
the cavaliy and one section of my battery, Lieutenant Simonton in 
command. The section remained in the front till 10 p, m., wlien it 
returned to the fort with the other two sections. We immecliatcly 
set to work constructing platforms for the remaining four guns. Tues¬ 
day, September 27, at 3 a. m., Lieutenant Simonton was again ordered 
to the front with his section, the other guns being mounted ready for 
action. Our force was soon driven in. The section under Lieutenant 
Simonton took position on the north side of the fort. The enemy then 
opened fire on us from the east end of Shepherd’s Mountain with two 
large guns, 12-pounder Napoleons. We fired occasional shots from the 
fort to silence their guns and drive them from the sides of the moun- 
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tain, wiiere they were tiyiiijs:* to form lines of battle. About 2 ]>. m. 
27tli the enemy sue(*ee(Ie(l in ]nouiitin.i>‘ two guns on tlie top of Slieplierd’s 
IMoiiutain, where it was little troubie to get our exact range. They 
tired one gun from that position. We then opened on them with seyen 
pieces from the fort. The charge was then made by the enemy. Lieu- 
timaiit ISimonton then oi)ened fire on their lines advancing li*om the 
side of Shepherd’s Mountain, scattering and breaking their lines suc- 
i'cssivcly, the four guns inside doing excellent firing with shell until 
the rebels charged within 150 yards. We then used canister, double 
charges Tlie enemy’s lines came within thirty paces of the fort. Lieu¬ 
tenant Simonton held his ])osition, doing excellent service, until the 
einmiy were within sixty yards of the fort. He was then ordered 
inside. 5 ust as the lead team of the right piece reached the gate the two 
lead horses were shot down, wounding the driver, blocked up the gap 
so tliey were unable to get the section inside. The lieutenant ordered 
all the men to take (*are of themselves. Tln^ men all came in except 
oiu^, who was captmed. Tlie horses then were beginning to stamjiede, 
when 1 ordered them to shoot the horses with their revolvers. They 
were soon disabled so tliey could not take any carriages away. These 
men then used their pistols and muskets until the battle was nearly 
over, vhen they cut the horses loose and brought in some of the guns 
and some of the horses. During the charge 1 lost in killed 1 sei'geant, 
Isaiah I>. West, and 3 privates, viz, E. E. Hall, James M. Lee, William 
Lee. We had men accidentally burned and 3 wounded, hut none of 
tlami seriously j will all soon recover. At sunset the firing ceased and 
the wounded were taken to the hospital and the dead x^roxwly eared 
for. During tlie engagenuMit 1 lost40 horses killed and wounded. 

That ipght at 12 o’eloi^k (bmeral Ewing ordered me to fill the limber 
ch(*sts of the i>i(‘c<‘s, select the best horses, leave the caissons, and get 
i*(‘ady to inareli imnuMliately. We wei'o soon ready to march 5 we drew 
the caissons near the niagazim^ wlmre they would likely be blown np, 
leaving 100 rounds of* ammunition in them that we could not carry. 
At 3 a. m. Wednesday, F^eiitember 28, we silently drove out, taking 
with us all the horses and mounted cannoneers on them. We marched 
thirty-one miles that daj^, stopped at Webvster, rested till midnight, when 
we started, feeling our way in the darkness of the night, raining and 
blowing so it was a difilcult matter to travel. AVe then had tliirty-five 
miles to march to Leasburg on the Pacific llailroad. At 8 a. m. the 
rebels attacked our r(^ar guard, driving it in. Lieutenant Simonton 
formed his s(M*tion in the road ready for action, but the enemy never 
came in sight. We marched three miles farther and we were again 
attacked from both sides and from the rear. Wc formed the battery in 
the edg(^. ot The field, tiring lively fi*om two sections, driving the rebels 
all ont of sight. AVe then marched within three miles of Leasburg, 
when we were again attacked. Wo formed the battery on the hill-side, 
tired a few shots irom Lieutenant Simonton’s section; we ag‘ain marched 
for Leasburg, infantry in line of battle. By this means we kept them 
ha(*;k lill we reached the station, where we formed our line and took up 
quarters for the night 5 sheltered the horses in the ditch by the track. 
By this time it was dark, and the rebels still firing at us from the brushy 
there was no time lost in jmeparing breast-works to shelter the infantry, 
who were so worn out that they were unable to march farther. At 9 
X). tn, the train came in finia Saint Louis. We were ordered to dismount 
the guns and load them into the ears. The pieces, carriages, and harness 
'\^ere soon loaded. By this time it was discovered that the road was 
cut above and below. We could do nothing more for a move, so we 
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eomnienced to unload and mount the guns again and made tlie necessary 
preparations for a morning attack. At 10 a. m. the enemy came in 
sight but made no assault except skii'mishiug, which they kept up con¬ 
tinually. At 12 p. m. we started for EoUa, Mo.; reached that place the 
same evening. October 5 I was ordered to report to General Mcllil^eil; 
started with his command for the defense of Jefferson City. I left one 
section and the worn-out men and horses at Eolla, [under] Lieutenant 
Simonton. After a fatiguingmarch of two days and a half we reached 
Jefferson Cffty. When we arrived the rebels were crossing the Osage 
Liver nine miles out; we took a i)Ositioii, but tlie enemy never came 
inside the lines. October 8 I was ordered to send one section with a 
division of cavalry, commanded by General Sanborn, in pursuit of the 
enemy. Lieutenant Smiley was sent with his section; next morning he 
was in an engagement near Lussellville, the same evening at California, 
Mo. Next day near Boomille, October 30, 1 was ordered to the front 
with a cavalry brigade commanded by Colonel Catherwood. W^e arrived 
at California that evening at 4.30 o’clock. The same night at 7 o’dock 
we were ordered forward twelve miles to Pisgali, on the Boonville 
road; next morning we joined General Sanborn’s division, marched 
twelve miles on the Boonville road, where we learned the enemy was 
in fall retreat towai'd Lexingfon. W'e then marched for Georgetown, 
Mo,, distance tliii‘ty-thi*ee miles; arrived there next day, October 12, at 
1 p. m. We then marched fifteen miles on the Lexington road. On the 
15th we fell back to Blackwater [on] Georgetown road. On the 17th 
marched to Kirkpatrick’s Alill with one section; sent Lieutenant Smiley 
to Sedalia with the other. October 38 marched at 2 a. m. for Lexing¬ 
ton, stopi)edat sunset eight miles southwest of the town, tlnm marclied 
at 7 o’clock for the city. Drove the enemy’s inckets from town, killing 
and capturing a number of them. That night ve lay by the horsi^s till 
day, when Ave again renewed the march for Independence. October 22 
v^e reached the Little Blue Liver, Avhere we found the bridge burned. 
Asvsisted by the cavalry avo Avent to Avork and (*onstructed a tcnnporaiy 
bridge to efiect a (*rossing with the liorses and artillery. By this time 
our advance was skirmishing Avith the enemy’s rear guard. Th(^ bat¬ 
tery was soon across the stream and on the mar(*h on double-(jui<*k for 
two or three miles, Avheii Ave found tlie rebels had fallen ba<*k to the 
suburbs of the city, Avhere they soon opened fire on us Avith tAvo ])ie(*es 
of artillery. I took iiosition then with one se<*tiou of my battery, iired 
tweh'e rounds, Avhen they began to retr(‘at. Lieutenant Smiley tlum 
r(^port<»d to me Avith his section, which was immediatidy sent to the 
front with Colonel Winslow’s caA^alry brigade, Sixteenth Army (hirps. 
At 0 p. m. I Avas ordered out from Independence Avith General McNeil’s 
brigade, on the Little Santa Fe road. Next morning at 5 o’clocdc the 
battle opened on the Big Blue. Lieutenant Smiley was in a(*fion trom 
8 to 11 a. m. October 23, using canister most of the time. Our brigade 
was formed on the left of the road, and 1 fired into the enemy’s retreat¬ 
ing column as they passed, with good effect. 

October 24 we marched for Foi‘t Scott, Ivans,, in pursuit of the enemy. 
We traA-eled fifty-six miles to the Marais des Oygiies Eiver, in ivan- 
sas, by 2 a. m. October 25; drove the rebel ])ickets at 3 o’clock in the 
morning; Colonel GraATly’s regiment had the advance. Lieutenant 
Smiley, firing several shots Avith liis section; (*aptured one piece of 
artillery on tile bank of the Marais des Cygnes Eiver. The enemy 
then formed a line of battle on the Osage Eiver. Lieutenant Smiley 
moved his section forward and participated in the engagement, using 
double charge of canister. They then moved forward to the toi) of the 
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ridge, two miles fartlier, iu tlie advaiu'e, and iired se\^eral shots at tlieir 
retreating eolunms. 1 moved forward at a trot, wldcli we kept up for 
seven miles, where tlio emmiy was again formed and our cavalry driv¬ 
ing them in a line of battle. We opened lire with the entire battery, 
breaking their lines first on the riglit, then on the left, then right cen¬ 
ter, when they formed column and retreated. l>y tliivS time night came 
on, the horses wen^ giving out, unable to travel farther. We were then 
ordered to Fort Bcott for supplies, as we had not fed for thirty-six hours, 
and had no rations for three days excei)t one hard cracker to the man. 
0 (*t()ber 27, at 4 o’clock in the morning, Lieutenant Smiley’s section 
Avas ordered out with General Sanborn’s brigade to the front, marching 
in two days eighty-six miles. Arrived at hTewtonia and took part in 
the battle at that place, tiring twenty-two rounds. October 28 I was 
ordered to Warrensburg, forming part of the escort of prisoners, artil¬ 
lery, and other property captured by the cavalry division commanded 
by Major-General ITeasonton li‘om the Confederate army commanded 
by Major-General Price, a distance of ninety-five miles. I was then 
ordered to Saint Louis, Mo., by way of Jefierson City. Lieutenant 
Smiley also to Samt Louis by way of Springfield and Eolla. Arrived 
in the city on the l)th with all my guns, seventy head of horses. Left 
my caissons in Fort Davidson, Pilot Knob, Mo., by order of Brigadier- 
General Ewing, My battery wagons, traveling forgts and transporta¬ 
tion wagon, eighteen mules and fifteen head oi* horses were captui*ed 
near Potosi, the 27th of September, 1804. 

Traveling in all over 1,200 miles, expended 1,700 rounds of ammuni¬ 
tion ; took part in ten difierent battles. 

My loss is as follows: 4 men killed, 3 wounded, 3 accidentally burned, 
10 captured, 3 missing; 25 horses killed, 30 wounded, 15 captured, 10 
worn out and abandoned on the road. 

L am, colonel, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. (\ F. MOKTGOMEEY, 

Commandina JUiitery IL J^econd ^fisnouri Liaht ArtiUeriL 
Col. K. Cole, 

Ohiif of Artilleri/j Ucj^artinent of the MisfioiirL 


No. 63. 


Report of Jlr'uj, (ten. Edward G. Pike^ Enrolled Minnonri MUitUt^ eom- 
mandinr; Elrnt Militarij District. 

llDous, First Mil. Dist., Enrolled Missouri Mil,, 

l^aint Louis^ November 5, itS‘67. 

1 have the honor to submit the following report of operations of the 
militia under my command during thirty-seven days from September 
25 to October 31, inclusive: • 

Pursuant to orders from State headquarters on the 25th of Septem¬ 
ber, I ordered all the milibia of the First Distiict Enrolled Missouri Mili¬ 
tia, consisting of three companies of cavalry and thirteen regiments of 
infantry, to parade at Camp Sheridan on the 26th for active service. 
The call was responded to with gTcat unanimity on the part of those 
men who remained liable to military duty, but finding most of my 
regiments mere skeletons from the operations of a law of this State 
that allows IrecdoJii from military duty by imymoiit of a small sum of 
money, I was obliged to order the consolidation ol* companies and regi- 
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ments, tliiis reducing tlie regiments to six and eiglit companies and 
the number of regiments to ten, . . -• 4,500 men, wliicli 1 formed 

into three brigades, as folhws: ! I ■■ l.'egiment, Col. AV. \\ Ueiin; 
Second Eegiment, Col. E. Staitbrd; Eightieth Regiment, CVd. L. J. 
Eanldn; Eighty-fifth Jiegiment, Col.W. J. A. Smith, forming the EiivSt 
Brigade, numbering in the aggregate 1,750 men, to be commanded by 
Biig. Gen. ]Madison Miller, ^Yho was ordered to procee<l wiiheut delay 
with his command and dispose of it so as to efieidually pintect the 
bridges and fords of the Meramee. Immediately after issuing tlie 
above to General Miller he was delaelied iroin my command and has 
since reported directly to distri(*t head(iuaiters Fnited {States. The 
Second Brigade consisted of the Third Eegiment, Colonel Yahl- 
kamp; Sixth Eegiment, Col. T. Mederweiser; Tenth Eegiment, Col. 

H. Hildebrand, commanded by Brig. Gen. C. D. Wollfj aggiegate, 

I , 200 men. The Third Brigade consisted of the National Guard of 
Saint Louis, Lieut. Col, W. B. Parker; Eleventh Eegiment, Lieut. Col. 
E. Beekman; Thirteenth Regiment, Col. J. B. JMarcy, commanded by 
Brig. Gen. George F. jVIeyers; aggregate, 1,500 men. 

Pursuant to ordeis timn district headquaitervS the tliree eoiU])anies of 
cavalry commanded by Maj. F. Walter weie ordered to encamp at Fort 
Eo. C, and report to Col. J. H. Baker, commanding post Saint Jjouis. 
On Friday, the 30th of September, the necessary equipments for the 
Second and Thii*d Brigades having been received and the division 
fully organized, the three companies of cavaliy having reported ba(*k, 
I broke camp and with six regiitients of infantry and three companies 
of cavalry took up the line of march at 4 p. m. October 1 along the 
turnpike to Laclede, wheie at 7 m. I encam])ed and immediately 
reported to Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith, at Kirkwood, for orders. On the 
3d of October I moved forward and encamped at Kirkwood. On the 4th 
of October Oapt. S. II. Julian, commanding Battery I, Second Missouri 
Artillery, reported to me with his battery and was ordered to proc'oed 
along the turnpike to Gray’s Summit, escorted by the (*avalry of J\IaJoL‘ 
Walter’s command, and I embarked vith my infantry on’ the cars, 
arriving at Franklin at G i). m. During the embarkation at Kirkwood 
a terrific rain-storm came on, pouiing down with the greatest vehemen(*e 
for more than an houi', and drenching the men v ho were in line or 
placed on open ifiatform cars. Y(^t all orders were obeyed with alacrity 
and the embarkation was completed in an orderly and soldierly manner. 
At Franklin my division was kept in line or lying on their arms lor 
twenty-four hours in momentary anticipation of orders to march against 
the enemy. On the evening of tlie 5th, however, orders were re(*eived 
to go into camp, and on the Gth the division was i*eviewed by (b>veviior 
Willard P. Hall. On the 7th orders weie received to take up the line 
of mar(4i west, and not^vithstandiiig the ahvsence of necessary trans 
portation the division moved at 12 in., every man ap])arently pleased at 
the prosi)ect of at last Joining in the pursuit of the invaders. At Port 
William on the Si)ringfield road we made a junction with three brigades 
of the Eight Wing of Sixteenth Army Corps, and moved along in their 
rear toward Union, where we encamped at 0 m., Captain Julian, 

with his battery and the cavalry, having reported and joined us during 
the day. The lateness of the hour to wliich it was necessary to mar(*h 
in order to reach proper eampiug-groundvS caused some straggling of the 
men, who from inexperience and want of proper trans])ortation had 
encumbered themselves with sni'plns articles of clothing and an undue 
quantity of subsistence. During the night, howe\cr, all (‘amo up, and 
at 8 a. m. on the 8th wo again took uj) the line of march after waiting 
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one hour for troops of tlie Bixteentli Army Corps to pass and take the 
advance as ordei'ocl, Tre having left them three miles in the rear the 
night previous. The march during the 8th'was attended mth great 
success, the men marching in good order. At 4 p. m. I received orders 
from General Smith to go into camp at Saint John’s Creek, the advance 
under the immediate' superviw^ion of the general proceeding to Boeiif 
Creek, ^xq miles farther. On the morning of the 9th I received orders 
to inarch my division up and join the advance at Boeuf Creek, A\hich I 
did at 12 m., proceeding through their camp and taking the advance 
directly on the road to Mount Sterling, but was ordered into camp, and 
at midnight recei\"ed orders to return with my conunand to Saint Louis, 
the cavalry and artillery to go direct by turnpike and the infantry to 
Washington, where I was to ask for transportation by rail, and here, col¬ 
onel, I may be allowed to state that the disappointment of many of my 
officers and men was very great at being obliged to countermaich at a 
time when they supposed there was a pic'^jirC. of so(m meeting and 
j)unishing the invaders of our State and liomcs. Flovever, at 9 a. m. 
on the 10th, the troops of General Smith liaviiig passed on to the front, 
the First llivision, Enrolled Missouri Militia, took up the line of inarch 
east to Washington Cross-Iloads, where the infantry marched to the left 
and the cavalry and artillery proceeded toward Union, arriving in Saint 
Louis on the 13th, the infantry under my command encamping on the 
evening of the 10th on Saint John^s Creek, ten miles south of Wash¬ 
ington. On the 11th 1 moved into Washington and encamped, assum¬ 
ing command of the post, which had been evacuated that morning by 
the Fifty-fourth Eegiment Enrolled Missouri Militia, Col. B. Q. Gale 
commanding, I immediately reported as ordered to Brig* Gen. Thomas 
Ewing, jr., commanding Saint Louis District, for orders. Meantime, 
receiving order from department headquartei s to send one brigade to 
Jofrersoii City, on the 13th, I ordered Brig. Gen. C. D. Wolff to embark 
with his coiiiiuand on the steamers Bright Star, Zephyr, and Jeaiinie 
Koberts, and on the 14th they left. 

On the 14th I was ordered from department headquarters to vselect 
proper ground and at once i)rocced to fortify a supply deiiot at Wash¬ 
ington. I selected the ground about one-quarter of a mile below the 
town and immediately made requisition tor the necessary intrenching 
and other tools, which were promptly forwarded. On the ICth, how¬ 
ever, the order to fortify was countermanded, and I was ordered to use 
my command to protect and ibrwai'd promptly all supplies receh’'ed at 
the i)ost for the Iront. On the 18th the cavalry and artillery of my 
command reported ba(*k from Saint Louis and went into camp at Wash¬ 
ington. On the 23d of October, the railroad being reiiaired and cars 
running through to TIermaim, all supplies were sent to tliat point, and 
I ordered Brig. Gen. George F. Meyers to detail one company of in¬ 
fantry to garrison Washington and proceed with (*avali‘y, artillery, and 
remaining infantry, consisting of six companies of the Eleventh Eegi- 
inent Enrolled Missouri Militia, to Hermann and assume command at 
that place, which he did on the 24th, and on the same day I removed my 
headquarters to Fraukliii and, pursuant to orders from General Ewing, 
assumed command of all the troops on the line of the railroad from 
Hermann to Franklin and detachments at bridges on southwest 
branch Pacific Eailroad. I remained in command at Franklin until the 
31st ultimo, when my division, except the cavalry and artillery, was re¬ 
lieved from service by telegraphic orders. I immediately ordered Gen¬ 
eral Meyers to turn over the command at llermann to Oapt. S. 11. J uliaii, 
Battery I, Second Missouri Artillery Volunteers, and proceed with 
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the balance of Ms coumiaiicl to Saint Louis. I turned over the cojnmand 
at Franklin to Col. D. Q. Gale, eoiumandini? Plfty-fourth Itegiineiit 
Enrolled Alissouri Alilitia, and on the 1 st instant arrived in Saint Louis 
■witli my staff and Company A, First Battalion Cavalry. 

For detailed report of tlie operations of the militia of this district 
under Generals Miller and Wolff while detached froiii my command, I 
respectfully refer to their returns at district head(iuarters IJnited States. 

In closing this report of a brief and hastily inaugurated campaign of 
the militia "under my command I cannot mention in terms of too high 



Pitzman; Capt. Gustav Cohrs, assistant provost-marshal. TVIany others 
are worthy of all praise, and I am sure that if my division had been 
so fortunate as to meet the enemy all would have done nobly. 

Very respectfully, 

E. C. PIKE, 

Br///. Gen.^ Comdy, First MIL Enrolled Missouri Militia. 

Col. John Y. Dxj Bois, 

Glilef of Staff. 


Ko. Gl. 


Rejjort of Maj. (ten. SamuelIL Curtis, V. S.Army^ commandlny Depart¬ 
ment of Kansas. 

HEAD<2UARTEnS DEPAUTMENT OF KANSAS, 

Fort Learenworth., January —, ISOo. 

'General: I present a general and full report of the circumstances 
connected with my recent campaign against the rc^bel General Sterling 
Price, believing the dangers, incidents, conliicts, and linal success de¬ 
serve a special record. 

The former conliicts I have had with. Price’s force made mo familiar 
with his purpose, often declared to his followers, of making another 
effort to establish himself on the Missouri liivcr. TIis recent success 
on the Bed Eiver and at Oamden, in Arkajisas, inspired him with jiew 
energies and induced him to attemi)t this design, by following \i]) his 
campaign through Louisiana and Arkansas by oi^erating through Mis¬ 
souri and Kansas, lie therefore moved northward through Arkansas 
with an army of about 15,000 men and tw^enty x)ie(*es of artillery, aug¬ 
menting his forces by conscriiffing, and by voluntary acquisitions, in¬ 
duced by prospect of xffunder and revenge. Ilis force was all mounted, 
and, except his conscripts, very wail equipx)ed. I had taken most of 
my troops far west of the Missouri border, where I had been in pursuit 
of Indians on the plains 5 and I had ordered Major-General Blunt io 
continue the seaixii beyond Fort Lai-ned, returning myself to these hc^ad- 
quarters on the 17th of September, 1804. Most of my forces wTre 
therefore engaged in active operations several hundred miles west of 
the portion of Kansas threatened by Pricers movements. On the day 
of my arrival I telegraphed yourself. General Eosecrans, and Governor 
Carney the substance of the dispatches concerning Pricers movements 
which I foimd on my table, from General Thayer and others, on the Ar¬ 
kansas, that General Price, with 15,000 men, had (crossed the Arkansas 
Eiver near Bardanelle,’^ and suggested to the Governor that 1 might 
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liave to abk the militia of Soutliem Kansas to aid in (diecking' 
rebel approa(‘lies.^^ Borne field-works bad been erected on tlie eastern 
border of Kansas, and I directed these to be armed and others immedi¬ 
ately constructed, making the towns of Lawrence,Olathe, Paola, andPort 
Scott much more secure against raids, and therefore alloAving me to use 
volunteers and militia that would otherwise be needed to guard these 
places against bushwhackers. I also sent orders to General Blunt to 
stop his pursuit of Indians and come with all possilde speed with such 
troops as <touldbe spared to Council Grove, so as to be available 
against rebel invasion. The Second Colorado Ilegiment, stationed in 
the edge of Missouri, headquarters at Kansas City, had been ordered 
to report to me, but at the request of General Eosecrans, and in view 
of their convenient location, I allowed them to remain where they were. 
The Fifteenth, Sixteenth, and Eleventh Kansas Eegiments Volunteer 
Cavalry and fractions of the Third Wisconsin 'were distributed in 
Southeast Kansas, convenient for concentration at any time and xfiace. 
The battalion of Colonel Drake, 100-days’ men, whose time was 
nearly out, and a portion of a now negro batteiy, all amounting to 
about 4,000 men, was all the available volunteers that I could com¬ 
mand. Fortunately T had a largo number of mountain howitzers at¬ 
tached to my cavalry regiments, and also three or four batteries of field 
guns, which Avere ordered forward and in readiness, so that, in view of 
the coming crisis, I had upwmrd of thirty pieces of artillery ready 
for any field and so equipped as to move Avith the usual rapidity of 
caA^alry. Heavy siege guns Avero distributed and well arranged at 
Fort LeaveuAVorth, Leavenworth, Lawrence, Olathe, Paola, and Fort 
Scott. These x>rex)aratory arrangements AA^ere in full x:>rogress when I 
received your disx>atch of the 24th of Sex>tcmber, directing lue that all 
my aA^ailable force not required against Western Indians should be 
thrown south on the Port Scott routes, and adding ‘‘large re-enforce¬ 
ments have been sent tq the Arkansas to cut off the enemy’s retreat.” 
My reply to yon, dated the 20th of September, informing you that “my 
main dependence must be on militia if Pru'c’s force come westAvard,” 
was x)redicated on the well-founded suxd^osition that I could not draw 
troox)s fi.*om the remote districts of my command (Upx^er ArkauvSUvS, 
Colorado, or Nebraska) in time to meet the xu'obable crisis arising fi'om 
Price’s march. Fortunately I had, through the active exertions of 
Governor Carney, secured and distributed arms and equipments for a 
large ])ortion of the militia. But another difficulty i>resented itself. 
The whole country was engaged in the great National and State x\olit- 
ical camx)aign, the very crisis of which seemed to culminate with Price’s 
X)rogress tlirough Missouri. • Motives, measures, and men wo3*e all dis¬ 
trusted. The Senators, Governor, and people, commanding, comx^osing, 
and controlling this militia reserve were all fiercely engaged in tliis 
l^olitical strife. Ko tune for using the militia could be more unfavora¬ 
ble. The ballot-box, not the bayonet, was the WT'ax>oii sought by the 
militia, and it recpiii-ed the greatest exertions to di'aw attention of 
officers and men fi*om the x>olitical to the military necessities of the 
hour. The work of organizing, arming, and mobilizing an army in 
thirty days under these circmnstaii(*es Avas therefore a most difficult 
and x)erplexing duty, requiiing the exercise of resx)onsibilities which I 
hope will receive the ai^x^^‘Oval or indulgence of my sux)eriors, to whom 
I rex‘)orted by telegraph ahnost daily. The enemy steadily advanced 
fi‘om his crossing of the Arkansas on the 8th of September, moving 
northeast through the State, striking the rich valley of Bla(*k Eiver, 
where he increased and improved his forces by devastating that region 
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of country. Following up that valley tlnmigF Pocalionta.s, he eiileml 
Missouri near the southeast corner, and moved north thiniigli the Iron 
Mountain defiles, meeting no resistance until he reached the vicinity of 
Pilot Knol), Mo. Here, on the 28th [27th] of September, he met a gal¬ 
lant resistance by General Ewing, who repulsed his attack on the fort 
at Pilot Knob, but subsequently evacuated and fell back, allowing 
Price to move on to Franklin and Washington, striking the Missouri 
Eiver at the latter place. This intelligence of the progress of the 
enemy came to me through Major-General Eoseeraiis, commander of 
the Department of the Missouri, General Thayer, who commanded at 
Fort Smith, Ark, and also from scouts sent out by Colonel Blair, who 
commanded at Fort Scott, keeping me fully informed. During the 
period to which I have referred i was annoyed by a rebel ai)proach 
under General Gaiio, who came within seventy miles of my southern 
line with a large force and captured a large train at Cabin Creek 
belonging to General Steele’s dei>artment. The Indians on the plains 
also continued to occupy my troops on the overland routes and alarm 
the iieople throughout the Territories and western portion of Kansas. 
As the enemy at Washington, on the Missouik had reached the turn 
iiig point of his northern movement (crossing the Missouri not being 
rational), lea^dng most of our Federal forces iu his rear and right 
flank, his movement westward toward my department seemed inevita¬ 
ble. General Eosecrans was re-enforced by troops under General 
Mow’-er, General Smith, and lOO-days’ regiments from Illinois, but all 
these being on the other side of Price the greater the number the more 
certaiii and expeditious would be the movement toward my department. 
The crisis as to the direction of the enemy’s movement occurred abotit 
the 2d of October, and I telegraphed Colonel Ford, who occui)ied the 
district of Kansas City (an^ therefore my jfront, in view of the approa(*h 
of the enemy), to send forward scouts and keep in constant intercourse 
wdth General Brown, whose district extended down the Missouri, on 
the south side of the Missouri Eiver. Ou the same day I was informed 
that General Fisk had moved from the north side with a considerable 
force, to save Jefferson City from the enemy. On the 4th I received 
the following dispatch from General Browii; 


Jefferson City, Ooiohvr 4, lS()4—?^.r>0p. m, 

Major-General Curtis : 

The rebels are on the road ])cfcween me and Saint Lon is, and have cut off all oom- 
mnnications. They attacked Ilormann last evening* and liad throe ]>i(M‘es ol* ari illcry. 
riiey hayo captured railroad train and three locomotives. It is said they also ea pi iiiv<i 
four steam feiry-boats. 11 you support me it must lx* hy dii(‘ct moviunout down ilio 
river as quickly as possible. Am doiug all I can to be ready to defend th(‘ iilaee, 
I want infantry and artaiery. Tho rcliels have a lai'tfo 
force. Tho appearances are that the enemy are moving np tho river. 

E. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-Gcnmd 

At 3.55 p. m. lie added that General Fisk’s command are movinn to 
my support. When he arrives I shall have 6,000 men and eight small 
pie^a of Mtillexy. I telegraphed this intelligence through various 
Roseerans, but lines being dowii, could get no intel¬ 
ligence thiwigh. I took the liberty to suggest to General Drown that 

Price shoidd be checked at the Gasconade Eiver. Bridges and boats on tho fins, 
conade and Osage should bo beyond all possiblo use to him. Bestroving an eastern 
span of railroad hridge may bo necessary. - River too lo^ and bS ?o!, "cai“ce for 
my movements. Rains will raise streams and Price must be cTi.taml lifnlt 
youTim safely?® captured. If too small better fall bgok, but Itand as loug as 
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Oil the 5th of October, learning that Price had crossed the Gascon¬ 
ade, 1 wrote the Governor of Kansas, urging the immediate call of the 
militia, which letter was subse(juently made part of his proclamation 
and will be set out in this report. 

CHAPTER II.—^MOVEMENT TO FEEL AND EMBARRASS THE ENEMY. 

General Fisk advised me of his junction with General Brown at Jef¬ 
ferson City o]i the 5th of October, and also desired me to send him a 
battery. On the Gth he reported his advance in skirmishing had met 
with some loss, and the enemy was coming forward. General Eose- 
crans telegraphed as follows: 


IIKADQT^VmEl^S, 
x^ahit October 6, lSn4. 

Maj. Go'll. S. R. CuRTih*. 

You will wish to know our laO'st fiimvsj. Ewu'iu!^ hlow' up Pilot Kiioh aiul iiiadi* 
o<)()<l [hib] rotrisii 1o Kolia w'itli liia Imtlorj, losin/> only Killod, w^onudod, and 
slrai;<;lers hy tho way. inioo was leportod (lossiiii* t}i(‘ (lasooiiadi* >cst<‘rday on Un* 
old sta^;<‘ road to Jollorson City. McNeil and Saiiboi u iindini; their aim moved [with] 
tlicir iiiouuted force to Jollerhoii City and wall hurt Puce directly. * 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 

MajorMeneral. 

Col. CdiGvSter Harding, witli 450 men, arrived from Saint eloseph oi^ 
st(‘amer West Wind, and I directed Maj. S. S. Curtis to take the steam¬ 
boat Benton and assist in the effort to' get this force forward, recon- 
noiter the country, and bring away stores from Lexington. All boats 
were directed to protect their pilot-houses and engineer rooms, and 
these boats were espe(‘iallv guarded and directed to move with great 
caution if they jiroceeded below Kansas C'ity, which they did. This 
movement was retarded by low water, and rebel force in front che(*ked 
their farther firogrcss at Glasgow, vhere (’olonel Harding took the 
command and tried to hold the position. Meantime, the enemy moving 
west of Glasgow, JMajor (hirtis witli the Benton and a few soldiers and 
the crew fought their way ba<4v, I’eportiiig the position and jirogress of 
Price’s army. The ri^port of Major (hirris, marked A,t shows the 
thrilling imndents of this expedition, when several of the enemy were 
killed and wounded and we saved the boat and crew with only one man 
wounded. On the 7th I received the following from General Fisk: 


jKFFjmsoN City, October 7; 

Mnjor-Goncral CuiiTi.s: 

W(‘ liavo fonj’lit 1110 cuouiy sliarply from flic Moreau bridge on tlic T^oltoii Ferry- 
road, tliein (*onsi(leiaj>l<‘ damage. Our loss as .v*1 iiieonsi(l(*i*nble. We arc# 

witlidrawin<y into tbe trenches; a l{iii>e foreoinvest‘mi>; noiie^vs oric-eulbreemeuta. 
Will nivc them the best light we can am I may God give uh victory. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 

Jjr iga d i er- 0 c« C7'(i 1. 

On the 8th 1 wrote Governor Carney urging the proclamation calbng 
out the militia. lie had personally urged the reasonable probability 
that the force unthu’ General Eosocrans would be sufficient to over- 
wbelm Price before he could reach us, and very earnestly hoped that 
the gi*eat expense and inconvenience of a general call of the Kansas 
people liiight be averted. But the advance of Price continued, leaving 


^As sent by Rose(*rans this last clause reads—Will hurt Price decidedly, 
■i Sec p. 530. 
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Jefferson City on liis tfank without any great eftbrts to take tlie gallant 
troops that held it, and on the 0th of October the Cfovernor of Kansas 
issued Ills innclamation, which 1 immediately promulgated in the follow^- 
ing General Orders: 


Gknerai. OnnrKS, ( IlEADQCAirrEits UErARTMicNT OF Kansas, 

No. 53. \ Fori Leiiveuworth, October 9, lS6i. 

Go\eruor Carney has IssikmI a proclamation calling oiit tho militia of tlio State as 
follows: 


PROCLAMATION IIV THE GOVERNOR. 

State of Kansas, Executive Department, 

TopeJea, Octobers, 1804. 

The State is in peril. Price and hia rebel hosts threaten it with, invasion. Kansas 
must be ready to hurl them back at any cost. Tho ■ * ’' ■ ■ , t. Tho extent 

of that nocesbity the subjoined communications fix ’’ Curtis to me 

will establish: 


‘ IlKADCiCARrERS DEPARTMENT OF KaNSAH, 

^Fort Le((vcn worth, October 9, 1804. 

<HivS Excellency Governor Thomas Carney: 

‘ The rebel forces under General Pric(‘ have made a farther advance westward, 
crossing the Gas<*onade, and are now at the railroad bridge on the Osage, about 
tiftcen miles below Jefferson Cify. Large Federal forces about Saint Louis and 
below tend to drive him toward Kansas. Other motives also Avill induce his fieudisli 
followers to seek spoils and vengeance in this State. To prevent this and join in 
ettbrts to expel these invaders from the country I desire that you will call but fh(» 
entire militia force, wifh their liost arms and ammunition, for a period of thirty days. 
Each man should he provided with two blankets or a buffalo robe for comfort; and a 
haversack for carrying lu’ovisions. No ":r- '“f ’"t'lug is necessary, I want this 
force assembled on the border, mainly . ■» l.i ,> possible. For that purpose 

let fanners’teams with provisions and forage be employed to burry them forward. 
I will do all ill my pow'cr to provide provisions and public transportation, hut hope 
every man will he as self-sustaining as possible and ready to join mo in privations, 
hardships, and dangers to aid our comrades in Missouri in destroying these rebel 
forces before they again desolate the fair fields of Kansas. It is necessary to sus¬ 
pend business aud labor until we are assured our property and earnings are not 
within the grasp of nnscrupnlous marauders and murderers. 

^Confidently believing, Governor, that Your Excellency and all loyal citizens wdll 
concert with me in the propriety of this very important demand and give me your 
hearty co-operation aud assistance, 

G have the honor to he, your very obedient servant, * 

R. CURTIS, 

^Major-General, Commanding Department.^ 


^Governor Carney; 

'The lino is now cut this side Sedalia. 
west or south. Hurry up the militia. 


This indicates a rebel move by «onu‘body 

R. CURTIS, 

^ Major-General j 


‘ Fort Leavenw'Ortii, October S, 1804, 

'Governor Carney: 

'Irequest that you issue tho call. Let the militia turn out. If not needed fh(‘v 
will, of course, bo discharged. Th(‘ir call and collection would enable ns at least to 

f ive an impetus to Price’s departure. In your prompt responses to my reciuests 
oretoforelam sure we have saved tho State from desolation; lotus do it now. 
The enemy is now near Sedalia, and a fight is expected there to-night. They have 
burned Syracuse, La Mine, aud Otterville depots to-day. You see thev seem moviim 
steadily westward. Delay is ruinous. " ® 

' S. R. CURTIS, 

^ Major-Gemral,^ 


''Kansans, rally! You will do so, as you have always promptly done when your 
soil has been invaded. The call this time will come to you louder and stronger 
because you know; the foe wdll seek to glut his vengeance upon you. Meet him, 
then, at the threshold and strike boldly; strike as one man against him. Let all 
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btisinesM be suspeudecl. The he done now is to protect the State against 

marauder and murderer. Until this is accomplished we must lead a soldiePs life 
and do a soldier’s duty. Men of Kansas, rally! One blow, cue earnest, united blow 
will foil the invader and save you. Who will fidtei”^ Who is not ready to meet the 
peril? Who will not defend his home and the State? To arms then I To arms, and 
the tented held until the rebel foe shall be baffled and beaten back! 

^^THOIVIAS CAEKEY; 

Governor 

B.—Major-General Eoiizler will lead the brave men of Kansas and issue the 
ne(*essary orders. Commanding oll(ic(‘rs of brigades and battalions will see that 
their resi)ective commands ar<‘ in readiness for immediate servici*. 

^‘THOMAS CAENEY, 

* Governor 


MAJOR-GENEUAL DEITZLEll’S OUREU. 

In pursuance of this call of the Governor, the militia of Kansas will turn out and 
rendezvous immediately as follows: 

General Orders, ) Headquarters Kansas State Militia, 

No. —. > ^ Toxyehaj Kans.^ Octoher 9, 18G4. 

In pursuance of the proclamation of the Commandcr-in-Chief of the 8th instant, 
the militia of Kansas will turn out and rende'^''^''”® v at the points indi¬ 
cated below: Doniphan, Brown, Nemaha, and ' • • • ;' « ■ i ■ at Atchison, under 

Brig. Gen. Byron Sherry; Atchison, Leavenworth, Jefferson, Jackson, Pottawat¬ 
omie, Eiley, Davis, Wabaunsee, Shawnee, Douglas, and Johnson Counties, at 
Olathe, under Brig. Gen. M. S. Grant; Wyandotte, at Wyandotte, under Maj. E. S. 
Hubbard; Miami, Osage, Franklin, Morris, and Lyon Counties, at Paola, under Brig. 
Gen. W. JT. M. Fishhack; Linn, Anderson, and Coffey Counties, at Moimd City, 
uudiT Brig. Gen. S.N. Wood; Bourbon, Allen, and Woodson Counties, at Fort Scott. 
Commanders of brigades and regiments will promptly prepare tbeir respective com¬ 
mands for active service for thirty days, unless sooner discharged, and see that each 
man is supiilied with two blankets, a tin cup, knife and fork, and a haversack, and 
also a coffee pot and frying pan for every live men. Let each regiment and detach¬ 
ment bring its own transi)ortation and all the rations possible, but there must be no 
delay on any account. The General Government will 1 s’ ‘.•C' «>ay all proper 
charges for such transportation and siqiplies, and will .■ i . ■and forage as 
far juid as soon as possible, at the points iudic*at<*d in this order. Lot each man 
come with such arms as are at hand and a full su]>ply of ammunition. As this cam¬ 
paign will be a short one, no (jhange of clothing will be necessary. Until further 
orders the head<iuarters of the militia will he at Olathe, to which point all returns 
and communications will be sent. 

By order of George W. Deitzler, major-general Kansas State Militia: 

JOHN T. MOETON, 
AssisUmt AGjutant’GeneraJ, 

All Federal officers in this department will aid in giving circulation and success to 
this effort to concentrate troops for immediate service. Quartermasters and com¬ 
missaries will aid to the utmost of their abilities to have req\iisito provisions accu¬ 
mulated as fast as possibl(\ An earnest and united movement should animate officers 
and men, volunteer and militia. Let business and ])ers<>nal strife bo suspended, 
])artisan discussions and i)oliti<*al animosities avoided, and instead of impatience, 
faiilt-lmdiug, and d<*traction, too common among raw recruits, let every man dis- 
]day the fortitude, patieuc(‘, and endurance which distinguish the patriotic soldier 
engaged in the defense of his home and his country. The sooner this call is met the 
more certain will bo its sik'ccss; and the general earnc^stly appeals to soldi(TS and 
<‘ifizcns to unite all their moral and physical cnergi(‘s in this effort to stifle the 
liendish hordes that again thrtui ten the ])coi)le of Kansas and the peace of our country. 

By command of Major-General Curtis: 

C. S. CHAELOT, 

Assisi<(nt A.djuianUGerteral. 

Some defects in tlie militia law liad on former occasions troubled 
officers in the enforcement of their calLs. There was also a large col¬ 
ored population, and many of certain ages that were exempt from the 
militia organization. 1 therefore d(^t(u*mmed to strengthen the force 
and effect of the Governor’s call by proclaiming mai‘tial law in Kansas 
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iind iu the noift’liborhoodft where I expected to confront and pursue the 
enemy. For it is ])roi)er for me to say that my experience in a former 
campaign against Price, made under your immediate orders, in the 
winter of 18G1-’G2, induced the theory and execution of my plans for 
confronting and pursuing him on tliis occasion,* and altliougli my 
force seemed irregular and inadequate, I was inspired with snigular 
confidence in the manner and matter of my success. In further eftoit 
th(n‘efore, to rally an adequate force, J issued the following order 
declaring martial law : 


Genkral Orders, } irEADQUARTERs DErARTMENT OF Kansas, 

No. 51. S Leavenworthy Kans^.f October 10, 

Tho l)etter to carry ont the ohject of tlio Go^erDo^^H ])roc]amation, issued lliis 
inoriiini^, and to soenre prompt and united military ov^.niv.i lio-i and action, martial 
law is proedaimod to extend tlirougliout the State of Kaii'.:!' .i ro! i he country oecniiieil 
hy tlie troops moving therelrom, and all men, white or black, hetween t he ag(‘S ot 
'■i.rl ''xty v.iU . •.-■i and attach themselves to some of the organizations of 

i ■■ * T< i" : . '. 1 . !> service. ^ In all the ])riuei]>al cities and towns busim^hS 

houses will close as dire<*ted l>y the Governor’s jiroclamation, exe<‘pt where g(m(‘ral 
ohieers may give leave to sneh houses and s])(*cial <‘stahlishmonts as may he Vonsid- 
cred necessary for the public subsistence and liealth. As this order is only d(‘sigiieil 
to eoiitiiiuc while danger of invasion is ap])rehemh‘d, tlie iiroper fiiiielio'iis of civil 
oliieers will not he disturbed, and esp(‘eiail.\ courts of Justice and tlndr i>roe(‘ss(‘s 
will not h(‘int(‘rrn]>tedhythe military authorities. Alltroo]>s, volunteer and militia., 
are clothed with the powers and are subject to the duties and iienalties pr(‘s<*rihed 
in the Articles of War, and soldiers and citizens must expect very summary imiiish- 
ment ol‘ crime, and Imruing, robbing, and stealing in the field will b(‘ s(‘vor(dv ami 
])romptly i>unished. Privat(‘ propmdy and piaieeahlo citizens m’ust h<‘ proteetcsl. 
n . 1 ■ .1 1 1 ' - p! ice and his followers. His forces are now reported as retreating from 

.! M-i: « ■ '. this direction. My ad\auee to ineet him is already moving. Let 
tro()])s of every ■■■ is forward to join in his repulse and pursuit. 

By command c -I ■ r Curtis: 

. C. S. CHARLOT, 

Jssisfant AdjutanUGeneraJ, 

These efforts aroused the whole people. Business was immediately 
suspended and militia everywhere began to move and organize. All 
intelligence of the enemy’s movements was pnblished and tlio exoite- 
mont was intense and nniversal. I ordered Colonel Ford to take ]>oai- 
tion at Pleasant Hill, sending sconts Ibrward in all directions to deder¬ 
mine the position of the «‘nomy. C.cncral Blunt was ordered to Paola 
to take command of the district and in the field. I also sent you tlu'. 
following dispatch by telegTai.h; 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

WaatiingUm, D, 0. : 


Port Leavenworth, October 10, [fnif. 


Being informed by General Rosocrans that the rebel Genernl Price is coming from 
Jefferson City, Governor Carney, at my retiuest, has called out the militia, ami 1 
have declared martial law to Kceiire prompt organization and unity of' act ion. 
grapli lines are interrupted east of Independence, hut my pickets hi advance of that 
report onh. ^ ..-I frr ■ oes. Shall soon have largo force on the bordtu* or bo moving 
beyond, \\\.i .'.e iield to-inonw, but will try to keep within telegraplii'e 

communication. ^ i 


S. R. .CURTIS, 
Major-General. 


I also informort General EoKsecrans that the militia were collecting* 
and my purpose to give Price a warm reception it‘ he comes thivS wav! 
In further prcpai*ation ol field operations I published the following 
order aniiomioirig statf officers, and also gave special directions to Brig. 
Gen. I. A. Davies concerning the completion of certain defenses in his 
district, which, includes this post and the country north of the Jtansas 



Chap. Llir.] 


PRICfAs MISSOURI EXPEDITIOH. 


471 


River, with direetioiis to remain in his district and guard against 
dangers in my rear which some thought would be assailed by a rise in 
North Missouri, aidi^d by a portion of Price’s troops that had crossed 
to the north side of the Missouri and taken Colonel Harding’s force at 
G-lasgow: 


(jKXurAL OcDKiJs, } IIeadqttakteks Department or Kansas, 

Ko. 5r>. ^ Fort Lvavnucorih, Kans.j October 10/jS04. 

Tlio t<‘inporai'y n{?siommonts to duty are puldialiod to the eomuiaiid. 

They will ])C o)>eye(l and r(‘S]u‘e1e(l aecordiii,£'ly: 

I, Maj. F. E. Uunl, chi(‘t j)ayinast(‘r, is also appointed acting aide-de-camp, and 
will lake charge and coniiuand of all artillery hi and near the town of Leavenworth, 
consist,(‘lit with the general arrangements of district commanders Generals Blunt 
and Davic's. 

IL Maj. Henry Almstedt, in addition to his duties as additional pa5unaster, will 
r(^l><)rt to Maj. F. E. Hunt for artillery duty. 

ill. Hon. James 11. Lane, having tenderc^d his services to the major-general com¬ 
manding, they are neeepted and he is assigned to duty as volunteer'ai(le-d<‘-eamp. 

IV. Gapt. James L. Ratety, Second Kansas Colored, having imported for duty, will 
take eliarge of th<‘ gmieral organization and commaml of pcTsons of African <l(isceut. 
All ofiu*o])(n' agt' and ahility are included in the proclamation, and will 1 k^ organized 
as other troops for immediate sex'vice. 

\\ CapL J. M. Mimtzer, Second Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, reports being hen^ eu 
ivMite and unable to reach Ins command. He will report for temporary duty to Brig, 
(dm. T. A. Davies, commanding District of North Kansas. 

VI. Rev. J. B. McAfees ehapbiiu Becoud Kansas Colored, having reported for duty, 
will Jiav(‘ charge of contrabands in the held, and will also reiiort to Captain Rafety 
as a(*ting adjutant I'l "■b- ’ '..F-r* nf troops of African descent. 

By command of M.‘ ( i 

C. S. CHARLOT, 
Assiafant Adjutant-General, 

, The Governor and Major-General Deitzler called on me to ascertain 
my purpose as to taking the militia out of the State, expressing appro- 
iKiiisions of dihicuUy on that point if su(*;h was my purpose. They also 
informed me that expressions of some of my officers had led them to 
distrust the whole matter of the militia movement, supposing it might 
be a political scheme gotten up by some around me to transport the 
people beyond the conveuieiit exercise of their elective franchise, which 
would come off early in the next month. These were shocking enun¬ 
ciations. I assured these officers that in all human probability we 
inight have to go beyond the State lines, and I considered my procla¬ 
mation of martial law and call sufficient to cover the legal point as to 
the militia going beyond the border, but the raising .of the question 
was of itself a great element of discord and danger. As to my attempt 
to defraud the ballot-box siuih an idea had never been mooted in my 
presence or entered my brain, aud I pledged my honor that the militia 
(Should go no farther than necessary to repel or avert the approaching 
danger to the Sta,te. My manner and matter appeared to assure these 
officer, who by their position aud influence held, as I conceived, the 
destiny of the State aud department within their own hands. I name 
this, not to complain or reproach these officers, but because such senti¬ 
ments were the natural ofl*spring of the political crisis and separate 
State organization of all our militia. These .difficulties, candidly pre¬ 
sented by these high State autliorities, were material, formidable obsta- 
eles which I aud they had to encounter. They are inherent objections 
to the military organization of national forces, and I report them as 
developments incident to tlie events of this revolution, and important in 
the progress of this cam])aign against the rebel General Price, Being 
assmed of my piivpose, these officers promised hearty co-operatiomaud 
gave immediate orders for the militia to proceed to i)oiuts designated 
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near the border. 1 also ordered .the immediate coucenti*atioii of the 
Federal troops which had been previously prepared to unite in the 
campaign. My arrangements for collecting an army were thus com¬ 
pleted on the 10th of October, but none of the forces were fairly in the 
held. 


OHAPTEU III.—MOVEMENTS IN THE FIELD. 

1 prcvseiit a skeleion mnp^ of the country, extending from the Mis¬ 
souri to the Arkansas Fiver, through which I mo\ed with my com¬ 
mand, sllo^Aing also the movements of the enemy in liis approach and 
retreat, and the position of tlie military povsts and towns that were near 
the lines of operations. This map, carefully prepared by my engineer 
from notes taken in the held, also shows the State and department 
lines, and the lines followed by the main forces, red representing Fed¬ 
eral and blue the rebel movement. Flanking operations of both bellig¬ 
erent forces extended on eitlier side, but are not laid dowui. Cross 
sabers represent the places where battles occurred, and the whole map 
gives a true presentation of important places without the confusion of 
irrelevant details. On the 11th of October, accompanied by a portion 
of my staff* and escort (Company G, Eleventh Kansas, commanded by 
the gallant Captain Gove), I started on the campaign. Passing through 
Leaven\\orth and south of the (*ity, I saw the militia mustering and 
moving and other matters of business generally suspended. October 
12 , at 12 o’clock, 1 arrived at Olathe, where most of the troops were or¬ 
dered to assemble, but none had yet arrived. I also found water and 
wood so scarce 1 determined to take a more advanced position nearer 
the State line at Shawnee, and therefore so directed forces of all kinds. 
Forces at Paola under General Blunt w^ere ordered to move toward 
Hickman Mills, in Missouri, and to ‘‘ send out due east from Paola, sixty 
miles or more, to know whether Price moves south.” The militia from 
Leavenworth and Lawi'ence came up toward night, the former having 
overdone themselves, and from all directions tlie news of moving militia 
was reported. Major-General Deitzlei, commanding the militia, joined 
and accompanied me to Shawneetown, where we arranged the militia 
camps in that vicinity, fronting toward Missouri line and extending as 
circumvstances required. Turkey Creek vas especially (*onvenient as a 
line of defense and was occu])ie<l as such. This I'cndezvous was very 
near the State line, in a thicklj^ wooded country near the Kansas lliver, 
and in this and other respects a stiong and (*onvenient position, where 
the Kansas militia were on their own side of the line, I moved my own 
headquarters to Wyandotte. 

On the 13th I received a divSpatch from Colonel Eno, informing me 
that General Eosecrans had taken the field the day previous, eu route 
to Jefferson City. Price’s forces were between Boonville and Lexing¬ 
ton, still moving westward. The same dispatch reported the enemy as 
having moved 2,500 men north of the Missouri Eiver to attack the Han¬ 
nibal and Saint rfovseph Eailroad, and another report came from tlie 
west that Stand Watie, with 5,000 men, was near Humboldt, tlu'eatening 
Southwest Kansas.^ These reports were calculated to check the move¬ 
ments of the militia, and greatly embarrass the organization of my 
army. I pronounced the first improbable, and the latter as ^^undoubt- 
^ly a roorback,” and so telegraphed to Forth and South Districts of 
Kansas, where much excitement was induced by the rumor. Here Sen- 
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ators Lane and Pomeroy had both joined me as volunteer aides, and I 
found both of these men of great service in giving correct intelligence 
to the wavering i)ublic mind, and in suppressing false impressions. 

Pursuant to the foregoing preliminary movements the militia were 
collected at and near Sliawneetown, the left wing under Major-General 
Peitzler, Kansas Stale Militia Yolunteers, and other militia, constitut¬ 
ing my right wing, under General Blunt, IT. S. Yolunteers, at Gickman 
JMills. The former was directed to demonstrate toward Lexington, 
and the hitter to^^'ard WaiTensburg, so as to fe(‘l the enemy’s ap¬ 
proach. My own headquai'ters were generally at Wyandotte, and at 
Camp Chariot, near Kansas (’ity, ])ut I made a reeonnaissaiu'e of the 
country in person through Independence and Hickman Mills, ascer¬ 
taining to my own satisfaction, that the ihg Blue should be a first main 
line of battle, Kansas City a second, and finally, if overpowered, Wyan¬ 
dotte, on the north side of the Kansas Eiver, connected by a floating 
bridge, would be a dernier resort. I directed my chief engineer, Lieu¬ 
tenant Eobinson, to construct field works at each of these positions in 
view of this plan and attend to the proper organization of guns and light 
garrisons which could be spared for these positions. Colored troops 
and citizen guards of Kansas City and Wyandotte made efficient and 
liroiier troops for this purpose, and Lieutenant Eobinson, assisted by 

-, civil engineer of Kansas City, deserves special commendation 

for their efforts and success in these defenses. Lawyers, doctors, 
divines, and merchants entered the service, and I found them working 
faithfully on these field-works about Kansas City and the Big Blue. 
I here present another map,* showing the country near Kansas City, 
where troops and cam])s were located on both sides of State line. But 
a few days’ delay while forces were coming and Price a])proaching was 
sufficient to weary some and induce doubts in the minds of many. A 
report was circulated that Price had gone south from Warrensburg 
and escaped and some of the militia actually turned homeward*. Some 
severe measures and much remonstrance Avere necessary to retain those 
who came first till those who came Lust had fairly arrived. Some of 
the newspapers took up the theme and denounced the call, and Cvspe- 
cially martial law, Avhich suspended business and forced citizens to the 
’field without equi])ments, at an inclement season, when there was no 
occasion. To meet this comidaint and retain the militia I made great 
efforts through my volunteer aides to diffuse correct intelligence, and I 
also distributed blankets and camp equipments to some extent, thereby 
adminivsiering a little to the Avants and real suffering of men exposed 
to the rain and (‘old without coA'-ering. 1 also published dispatches 
from Gcmeral Eos(K*rans and others, shoAv^ing the steady approach of 
the enemy toward Kansas and his declarecl purpose to take Kansas 
City and LeaveuAA’’orth and devastate the country everywhere. 

This is one of General Eoseerans’ dispatches: 

jEFcratsoN CiTA, October 11^ 1804, 

Major-Ctenoral CuRii«i: , 

Our cava-lry is x)urbuing tlio oiiemy northwest; of Georgetown, who is reported mov¬ 
ing toward 1 shall occupy Sedalia with infantry to-morrow night. If 

could ii" ■ 'i ' ■ Mills and JUeasant Hill, or hy Independence to Lone 

.Ta(‘k, it would greatly increase our (‘hanccs of damaging Prn‘o, whose columns are 
of such length when on one load as to he Noiy vuliiciabhs If he docs not halt ho 
will reach L(*xingtou to-monow night. 

AV. S. ROSEORANS, 

% Major-General, 


Not found. 
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I reported to ;i’ou by telegraph as follows; 

Akmy or THE Bouoer, HEADQUAm in the Fiet^o, 

Jicntbus City, J/o.p Oetolwr 14, ISbi. 

Maj(>T-(JtMi.Tai Halleck, 

Chuf of Staff, V'a shiny ton, 7). C\ : 

My foi'cos are beiiii>* couceutrated in tliis vicinity. The enemy has approached io 
Indcpcntleiiee, hnrniii^ hri<l«e>s h(‘.yond. but he liaH iiol occn])U‘d in lorce. X o<*cu}>y 
Hichman MilK Mo., and Shawneeto^vn, Kans., with li<>htini? ibice and Roonls for¬ 
ward. KShall move slow, to allow my rear to close n]>. JIav(‘ not an operator with 
ci])her, and therefore abstain from i»ivin^ numbers and pai tienlars. ITico is reported 
near Boonlie or J.«exini>ion, moving this wa.^. I di‘nonniiat<‘ m^ forces “The Army 
of th(‘ Border/^ and will do all 1 can to make it lelt b^ the foe. 

S. K. CTTKTIS, 
Major-(h nerah 

]Vry puri")owe to move farther forward, in accordance with tliis dis- 
Xiatcli and (xcncral Eosecrans’ Asng'g'eslion, was i>revented, *so fiir as the 
main force of the militia was eoncernedjin eoiiseqiieiice of the aversion 
many of them expressed as to going beyond their own State line. 
Hearing that ])oats below liad aided the rebels in crossing* troo])s I 
directed the following order: 

General Orders, ) Headquarters Department of Kansas, 

No. oli. ) Fort Lmroncorth, Kans., Odohvr 7.7, 7,S'o/. 

Commanders and owners of steam-boats and fmxy-boats on tbe Missouri Kivcx, in 
tins cominaud, will see that their boats do not fall into reb(‘l hands in a condhion for 
rebel service*, under the sure ami swift imnalty of the loss of boat and the forfeit of 
the life of the conuuaudi*!’ and pilot. 

By command of Major-General Curtis: 

W. H. STAKK, 

Acliriff Jshifitant JdJutanUOenerat. 

I waf! tlras prepared and ready for the enemy’s approach. General 
Blunt was directed to demonstrate toward Pleasant Hill and Warrens- 
hurg, General Deitzler toward Independence and Lexington, each seml- 
ing out caviilry to ascertain the hne of his approach and harass his 
advancing columns. My own movements at Kansas City and Inde¬ 
pendence gave me convenient opportunities to observe the movements 
in advance and also supervise the main forces arranged on the Bis' Blue 
and the border. Maj. J. K. Smith, of tlie Second Colorado, advanced with 
about 300 cavalry on the telegraph road from Independence, (lashing 
into Lexington on the 17th a little after sunrise, but found the town 
unoccupied, the enemy’s pickets having fallen back beibre and on tlie 
occasion of his apiwoach. Sending out scouts ho found the enemy’s 
picket about six miles southeast, which was attacked, killing 1 and 
wounding 2. This and other important intelligence of the presence of 
the main force of the enemy was reported by this gallant officer on the 
18th tlu'ough his proper commanders. He fell fighting at Little Bine 
two days after, and I submit this his last report, marked C,* as a remi¬ 
niscence of a gallant soldier whoso character 14 displayed in this (hu-ing 
advanced movement and expressed in this his last report. On the day 
previous General Deitzler reported at Independence the murmurs and 
doubts of the militia, and then- refusal to cross the line until he made 
them a speech assuring them that they “should not he ordered too far 
into this State,” and Colonel Blair reported that some of the militia 
regiment, at Hickman Mills, believing that Price had taken another 
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route, had actually started homeward, but were checked by prompt, 
stringent orders enforced by Geinnul Blunt. I also received the fol¬ 
lowing disi)utch from General Eosecraiis: 

Jefferson City, October IS, ISGi, 

Mnjor-Genera] Curtis: 

As I t(‘](‘«rai)ho(l you Iasi night, division of infantry occupy Sedalia. Onr c«avalr,V 
at D ■ j. tl -■ Blackwater. So soon as ihe^ get rations tliey will move for- 

wa*'.. I’''- • !< ■' to have stayed night heforc last at Waverly. ' Mower’s di\is- 

]ou will he at La IMine hridgo io-niglit, with its hatteries prohahly lit for aolion. 
Sanl)orn will haV(‘ received supplies to-da> hy 12 m., and will move hi-, right by Elm- 
ANond and Klkhovn and his hdt hy C’ook’s Store tow^ard Lexington. WiMi these 
<lispositions, combined withour.s, it seems to me Ave can push the old fellow and make 
him lose his train, llis hors(‘S^ feet must he in had order for want of shoes, 

W. S. RO^SECRANS, 

Major-General, 


1 directed publicity in the newspapers of most of this intelligence to 
coiivin(‘(^ the militia oiVhat they considered very incredible, the advance 
<)1‘ Price toward my command, and 1 insert them here not to reproach 
anybody but to show why 1 was obliged to stand on the border, or 
near it, rather than go forward with my .whole force to meet Price avS 1 
would liavc ])referre(l to do in the vicinity of Lexington, Mo. I also do 
it to show that (‘ven among ardent loyal militia, State lines and State 
sovereignties grcatl>' (‘inbarrass military operations. The evidence 
brought by Ma.jor Smith showing clearly the presence and progress of 
the enemy near Lexington was not clear enough, and some of the news¬ 
papers of the lOtli came out denouncing the whole thing as a fraud or 
iallacy and expressing a belief that Price had left the country. In the 
meantime Major-General Blunt had advanced with about 2,000 cavalry 
ajid several iiieces of light artillery (mountain howitzers), arriving in 
Lexington at 2 p. in. on the 18th, the day after Major Smith had occu¬ 
pied the pla(‘e. lie had i'ollowed the Warrensburg road until he was 
confident that Pri('C was not coming that way, and therefore he moved 
northward, Avhere his presence was ascertained. Sending forward scouts 
from Lexington the enemy was felt on the 19th approaching on dilfer- 
mit roads in great force. Our troops offered a stern resistance, falling 
ba(‘k slowly and in good order, fighting several hours and doing con- 
. sidcrable (lamage to the enemy, with small loss on our side. The enemy 
displayed his main force, and this stubborn and gallant stand by Gen- 
teral Blunt developcnl the strength, position, and progress of the enemy 
,so clearly that its publicity throughout our lines on the 20th assured 
and reanimated the militia and secured me that unity of sentiment and 
will which before I had failed to secure in the Army of the Border. 

Vov full details of this battle of I^exingfon I respectfully refer you to 
the report of General Blunt, who was in command, and to the reports 
of his subordinate commanders, Colonels Jennison and Moonlight, and 
also Hon. Senator Lane, of my volunteer staff, who accompanied and 
participated in this first conflict between my forces and the enemy. 
General Blunt, as directed by me, fell back to my headquarters at Inde¬ 
pendence, leaving Colonel Moonlight, who had covered the retreat, to 
remain as a picket at the Little Blue, with arrangements to bum the 
bridge oji the ai)proach of the enemy to embarrass his imogress. 
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BATTLE OF LITTLE BLUE. 


It was not my intention to give battle on tlie Little Bine, as will be 
seen by my letter of instructions to General Blunt, as follow's: 


Headquarters Army of the Border, 

Index)endencej October 20, 18G4. 

General Blunt, 

1)1 ilie Field: 

General: I liave no tinn‘ to explain. Yonr troops innst take position liere where 
dry corn and provisions are arranged. The militia will not go forward and the Big 
Bine must he mir liiain line for battle. We must not break down our best regiments, 
Eleventh, Eift(*enth, and Sixteenth, and Ford’s must have' some r<‘st. Leave two 
liowitzers and, say, f00 men at the Little Blue, and come back yourself with the re¬ 
mainder. Probably Moonlight had better b(‘ left iu.eommand of that point, not to 
fight a battle, but to delay the rebel approach, and fall back to our main force. I 
will now be able to hring'forward to Kansas City a respectable force. We must pick 
our battle-ground where we can have united councils as well as a strong position. 
Tliis we are securing at Big Blue and elsewhere. The blow you gave the enemy is 
doing good in the rear. T-' ‘ ■. . ’ . - ■"o of the silly rumors that had weU-nigh 

ruined my prosi>ects of a : '-d . 

Truly, yours, 

S. R. CURTIS, 
Major-Goieral, 


This was in response to General Blunt’s dispatch dated ‘^nine miles 
east of Independence, 8 a. m. October 20,” in ^vhich he suggested other 
arrangements. General Rosecrans was fully informed and responded 
from Sedalia, 5.40 a. m. the 20th, saying: 

Your dispatch of 4.30 received. I will push my forces on Lexington with all pos¬ 
sible speed. 

About 9 o’clock in the morning of the 21st I received intelligence 
that the enemy had attacked Colonel Moonlight at the Little Blue, 
where he was resisting their iiassage of the stream, although by some 
accident he had failed to destroy the bridge. I immediately proceeded 
with my escort to reeonnoiter the premises, giving permission rather 
than ordering Colonel Ford’s regiment, McLain’s battery, and a por¬ 
tion .of the regular cavaky under General Blunt might accompany me 
to the front, expecting to meet Colonel Moonlight in retreat. But this 
gallant officer stood his ground until we arrived and developed most of 
the force I have named. I directed Captain McLain to form his battery 
behind the crest of the hill so as to lire over and against heavy artil¬ 
lery hiing of the enemy that passed high over our heads, but did some 
damage to troops deploying in our rear. Colonel Jeimison’s brigade 
and that of Colonel Ford soon occupied advanced positions and made 
a <lesperate resistance to the rebel advance, whi(*h had by this time 
began to deiHoy on the west side of the stream. General * Blunt and 
my' staff were active in directing a proper disposition of forces. By 
this means we checked and drove back the enemy’s advance, but as he 
soon began to outflank us on both sides of the road I directed the force 
to fall back, designating positions for the artillery to make a stand at 
the various and elevated angles of the road which passes through a 
timbered countiy. Many incidents in the conflict are detailed by my 
subordinates and those of General Blunt. Maj. E. H. Hunt, chief of 
artillery, took directioii of my escort and four howitzers, doing signal 
service in the hottest of the fight, and only fellbackby my orders when 
I saw we Avere being outflanked. 

The details of his reiiort deserves repetition. He says: 

By yom* direction I ifiaced McLain’s battery iu position and opened fire on the 
enemy, with what result I cannot stat(‘. I also placed two mountain howitzers con¬ 
nected with your body ^^uard in position in the open field, but finding it too much 




Chap. LXn.] 


PKICE’S MI8S0U1U EXPEDITION. 


477 


exxxKsed to tlio <‘nt‘niy\s slinrx)slioot(‘rs I diroetod an advance with two additional 
how itzers of tho EIon Kaiisns VoliintoiM* Cavalry. Th(\v took x)osition in sheltoi* of 
a friendly Iiouh(‘, sn])]>urted on the rii>‘ht. liy Colonel Ford; liadno suiiport on the loft. 
As I ni<‘t tli<‘ El<‘V(‘uth r(‘treatin,ai' and saw Major Uoss I heir>i>-ed him to have Colonel 
AIoonlif»ht to iNdraeii his Kt<*ps and snjiport mo, wdiich ho did. Artillery opened on th(i 
enemy witli eanistm* and s])herieal case at short range and drove them back like 
sheej). JI<‘re is wdnTO Major {Smith saeritieed his life in behalf of his eonntry. Col¬ 
onel Ford asked wdum 1 would retreat. I r<‘x>lied when he w'oiild. lie reinarked, 
although "sve drov(‘ the enemy from onr front, they w^ere Hanking us. At tlr^ jiin< i n it 
I received from tlie commanding general orders to fall back,'which was jn'i i:i i in- 
nick ot'time. We rotrcatinl firing, keeping the foe at a res])ectable distance, Lien- 
tciuint Cill, of your body guard, lost fifteen horses ont of forty, and Captain John¬ 
son, of the Eh'veiith [FifteenthJ Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, lost several. * 

The last artilhu'y firing was by Lien tenant Gill, sux)X)orted by cavalry portion of your 
body guard, and eominandcd by the lamented Caiitaiii (f()\e. 

Although si(*k Oii])taiii Oxovo remained in couiinand of my escort till 
entirely exhausted, reluctantly leaving me after our subsequent victory 
at \Vcst])ort, where ho soon fell a victim to hivS disease, the result of 
his extraordinary exertions and gallantry. 

Oolonel Ford, s])eaking of the eondiet in his brigade^, says; 

Left lml(‘p(‘n(lene(' at 10 a. m. and reached Little Uluo in al)()iit om* hour. I then 
reeeiv(‘(l ordtu's to})hie(‘ the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry on the left of C^olonel Moon¬ 
lights l)rigade, the batt(‘ry near the eemter of the line and the Se(‘ond Colorado on 
the right. Wv inmiediatcdy dismounted and advanced hito th(‘ blufis and became at 
once engaged, the (‘mmiy baving crossed the stream before our arrival. We Indd our 
ground, advancing slightly for some time, and at one time dro\e the enemy in great 
confusion, hut his for<'0 being too overwhelmingly large he throw a large body to 
th<‘ right, ^\hi<*h compelled our right to give back slowly. 

Colonel Jennison, who also eoinmanded a brigade, reports coueerning 
this affair of tlie Little Blue, as follows: 

On the 2lstof October, the enemy having advanced from Lexington, met the Second 
Brigade at tlie Little Blue at an early hour in the inoi ning. 'I’lie Fiisl Brigade was, 
therefore, ordered to the front, and imn ~ from Indepeudenee to the 

field, wlnwe it arrived about 11 a. m., _ ■ right. ^ In this 

engagement the Fifteenth lh‘giment, Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt, and the Third ^yis- 
eonsin Cavalry, Lieutenant Pond, wi‘V(‘ dismounted and disposed in advantageoiLs 
})Ositions, whieli had hardly been aceom])lished when the lim^s were liereely assaih'd 
by the <‘nemy at all iioints and the contest became cxtriunely s^iiritod, though from 
the nature of the ground and 1h(‘ protection of our timber the casualties were not 
h(‘avy. For some hours tho eugagemeut was maintained with varying results, our 
lines alteini ; hai-k and advancing, the howitzer battery being actively and 

aiiparently ■*ugag(*d until it bceamo evident that the enemy was inimer- 

ieally superior to sucli an ext<*nt that it would be im]>ossible tc hold the ground, and 
a retrograde moviunent was eoinmenced in the direction of Independence. 

Ooloucl Jemiisoii speaks very favorably of the conduct of Licuten- 
aut-Ooloucl Hoyt aud Major Laiiig, and deserves much credit for Ids 
own gallantry during this clay\s contest. 

Colonel Moonlight, who was left to retard the movements of the 
enemy, and therefore began the fight at Little Blue, reports as follows. 
After stating his forc'C, only ton comfianies, he says: 

It wns no easy maitor to hold an enemy so numerous and active, all being cavalry. 
Major Anderson, of the Eleventh, with two companies, had command of the bridge, 
which he set on lire and held until it was fairly bnrning, after which he fell back on 
tbe hill and joined the command, who ihen opened on the enemy. Captain Greer, 
with his company, I, Eleventh, had been stationed at a ford oiio mile below the 
• bridge with instructions to hold the oner " r.= y asiiossihle. Ho retired with¬ 
out tiring a shot, hut claims that it was ** ; " ■ ■ to do otherwise as tho enemy 
were crossing at all points. Being tlins menaced on all sides and the object for 
■which I was left accoiuxilished, the command slowly foil back two miles, fighting. 
A favorable piece of ground here -•it' rxtitself, a now line of battle was formed 
on the left of tho Indeiienclence i-i‘. .-I w^c slowly began to drive the enemy 

back over tho ground again, dismounting every man for tho purpose of shelter 
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behind atone walls, fences, and lionsds, some of’ v\1ijc1i wore tln^n lield by the enemy, 
who, after a vigorous assault, A\en‘ dislo<li>e{l, thus uiioulinu, ns an a(lNautai>e 
vvliicli accounts for the tew killed [and wounded] on our side coinpared ^\itli that of 
tlio enemy, a\1io sufieied teiiibly. 

Colonel Moonlight covered the retreat, even skirmishing after dark 
in and vest of Independence. His conduct thi'oughout the day was 
exceedingly gallant. Lieutenant-Colonel Plumb, Lieutenant-Colouel 
Walker, and Miiiors Boss and Anderson, Captain Gregg (who was 
severely wounded), and other officers named by the colonel, deserve 
the commendation he awards them in his report. During the day I 
noticed a company of Missouri volunteers from Warrensbnrg, under 
Oapt. George S. Grover, to which I assigned position, aud they 
did good service. Also some of the Kansas militia, under Captain 
McDowell, reported for duty and did good service iti guarding aud 
delivering the ammunition supplies. Major Chai’lot, Major McKenny, 
and Major Hunt, of my regular staff, and lion. Senator Lane, of my 
volunteer staff, took an active aud prominent part in the coutiict and 
disidayed much coolness aud gallantry tinder the hro of the enemy. All 
the troops showed the gxeatest coolness and courage, always ready to 
raUy, reform, and attack, during the slow retreat of only nine miles, 
which consumed the entire dajv At Independence I received and aii- 
uounced to the citizens and soldiers the news of Sheridan’s glorious vic¬ 
tory iu the Sheuaudoah Valley. At the same time ])ublicly explaiuetl the 
natiuL'e of the day’s oiierations and my arrangements for making a main 
stand ou the Big Blue, inhere my main forces were being fortified. I 
had thus delayed and seriously embarassed the enemy withotit demor¬ 
alizing any of my forces wdth the use of only a small portion aud at a 
small loss iu killed and wounded. General Blunt was very active 
and efficient during the wliole day aud his full report should be read to 
do him justice. 


BATTLE OP THE BIG- BLEE. 

After a personal inspection of the surrounding country on the ISth 
of October, I ordered Gol. C. W. Blair, who commandcil a hiigude of 
mixed troops, to take position ou the west bank of Big Blue, six miles 
east of Kansas City, Mo., and arrange matters for making that stream 
a stand-point to confront and repel Price’s approachhig forces. My 
engineer, Lieut. G. T. Eobinsoii, was directed to .survey tlie stream anil 
lay out such field-works as seemed expedient to resi.st tlie iiassagt oi‘ 
cavalry and artillery. These officers engaged in these duties with great 
energy and sound j udgment. On the morning of the Hist, before going 
forward to the Little Blue, 1 directed Major-General Deitzler, witli 
what militia he then had at Independence, to fall back to theBig Blue, 
take general command of ma,tters there, aud bring up all the available 
forces iu the rear and arrange them for battle on that line. This order 
was also carefully and zealously executed. All doubts as to the ap¬ 
proach of Price were dispelled by constant sound of our gnus at the 
Little Blue, and Governor T. Carney, General Deitzler, aud all the 
militia entered with fresh zeal aud energy upon the work of bringing 
up and deplopng the Kansas and Missouri militia. At the close of 
the contest of the 21st, near Independence, I ordered all of General 
Blunt’s and detached troops to move hack aud join the forces at the 
Big Blue, where I also repaired, establishing my headipiariers on the 
mam road leading from Independence to Kansas City, which is also a 
pentral position of my line ou the Blue, which is nearly at right angles 
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with this road. The country is rou^h and thickly timbered, and the 
streams bordered by preciiutate banks, which render it generally im¬ 
passable for cavalry and aitillery. I divided the forces, distributing 
them so as to form a line more or less continuotis, according to danger 
from the Missouri Eiver, to the crossing of the Blue, near Hickman 
Mills, a distance of fifteen or sixteen miles. Eoads on the west side 
were convenient for concentrating these forces^ and with the immense 
display of abatis and other field-workvS which had been erected Under 
the supervision of General Beitzler, Colonel Blair, and my staff officers^ 
I was ready to receive the enemy on the 22d. I assiguecl General 
Blunt to the command of the right wing, including all south of the 
road, and to General Deitzler the left wing, which includes all north of 
it. Militia, volunteers, artillery, and a considerable colored force which 
had been collected by Captains Hinton and Eafety, amounting, al¬ 
together, to about 15,000, were thus arranged, resolved lo check or de¬ 
feat the long continued progress of Price’s army of 30,000. For his 
oilicers and men, taken prisoners, generally reported the enemy’s force 
at Irom 25,000 to 37,000, and boasted of constant accessions by volun¬ 
teering and conscription. On my arrival at the Big Blue I telegraphed 
you as to my conflict at the Little Blue and my designs for the 22d, 
and also telegraphed General Eosecrans as follows: 

lIi:iA3>QT^AIlTBRS, 

BUj Blue, October Jl, ISOxh m. 

Gonoral Ro&kcrans: 

I am eoniidciU I can slop Price' at this crossing, and hope you will coino up in hi'«i 
rc{>r and loft. 11c cannot get out hy Iliohinnii mills. 11 you can get that position 
nc will hag Piico, it* J succeed, as 1 hope to do. My losses have been considerable, 
but my troops aie in good order, and rcad^ to muko a stand at this place. 

S. R. CURTIS, 
Major-GeneraL 

lie telegraphed me of same date as follows j 

NEAR Cook’s Store, Octoho 41, lSOi—1 p. 'a 

Major-Oonoral Curtis: 

Our cavalry icaclu'd Lexington at 10 a. in. this morning. The inl'-Witry null reach* 
this evoniug and push forward. Roar division loft Sedalia yestciiHy morning.* 
Orders will bo sent to push the enemy to tlic utmost. 

W. S. ROSEORANS, , 
Major-General. 

During the morning of the 22d the enemy approached General 
Deitzler’s wing and <lrove in our pickets at an early period, but finding 
the army in that ([uarter too strong he avoided an attack. Oolonei 
Fo3‘d sent forward a battalion to skirmish on the main road, but the 
enemy found our center also too wStrong, and signal officers reported a 
movement of the enemy southward, evidently designed to flank us. I 
moved iny headcpiarters back to the intersection of roads bearing from 
Hickman Mills and sent a dispatch to the extreme right as follows: 

h'- / Saturday, October Q2, 1804--9 a.m. 

Goaioi-al Grant, 

(^ommundlny Militia, JS^ear Hickman MilU: 

Price Is making very feeble domeustiations in front. Ijook out for your position, 
^eiid scouts out on road toward i’Ji'iisant Hill, and also towaid Independence, to? 
yee if be is movmg on my fiabk. f>end me i-cport every thirty 

S. R. CURTIS, 
Major-General. 

I also sent my aides, Major McTCenny and Lieutenant Eoberts, to' 
give warning to the right of General Blunt’s right wing, bnt before 
they re^tchod General Grant the intermediate, ford, at Oolonei Jenni- 
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sou’s noiiit, t-allod lijTtnu’.s Ford. Imd l)(‘(*u attacked and forced, so the 
I'tiemy had penetrated to the \v<‘st side. Itews ol this attack at liyrani’H 
Ford reached me at 2 p. ui., and 1 iunnodiatcly directed (ieiicral Blunt 
to hasten re-onlorcements to that point, and also s(‘nt similar orders 
to General Beitzler, whos(‘ left tving' Avas no longer inenaced, _ 

Colonel Jeimisoii resiste<l tlie eiieiiiy for some tiiue^ but iiltiinately 
and before re-enforeemeiits reaebed liim had to fall back in ^ood 
order before overwhelming* luimbers. This ])reak in my line severed 
the militia that ^^ere under (Toneral (h‘ant, near Hickman Mills, a^nd 
many of them were eaidared, including’ a 24-pounder cannon, which 
belonged to tlie Blate. ]\[(^antime the re-enforcements ordered to 
Jl>u*am’s Ford joined Colonel Jeiinison’s forces and fought the advan- 
cing column of the enemy till dark, w’hen our forces drove back the 
advance some distance. But the enemy had penetrated and brolam uiy 
extreme right iiiink, held Hickman Mills and all of the Illiie south of 
Byram’s Ford, and taken position south of my head(iuarters and Kan¬ 
sas City, to which point L now moved my headquarters. Only a small 
portion of my troops had been engaged w^hen night closed the scene 
and displayed the enemy’s camp-fires over a vast field south and south¬ 
east of Westport. 

Some of the details of this day’s <*ontcst are thus presented by my 
comrades in command. Oeiieral Blunt says: 

Early the nioming of the 22<11 directed the First --•v ''rv Colonel Jenni- 

8011 , to proceed up the Ilig lUne, a distance of four mil* «. i; .■■ ■■. Ford to defend 

lh(‘ crossinsj at that poini-, and for the same ])uviiose I sent the Second Brigade, under 
(^olouel Moonlight, to Hinkles Ford, about u\o mil(‘S above the main rro.’ssiiig. At 
about 9 a. m. a small force of the enemy advaneed ou the main road from Iiidcpcml- 
ence to Kansas City, whieh proved to lie only a feint to divert attention from tht* 
mo^'eulent on our right flank in the direction of Byranfs Ford. At 1 oVlock 1 heard 
artilhTy fliing oil luy extreme right, from whieh I inferred that Colonel Jennison’s 
command had heiai attacked, and immediately dis]mtehod a courier to Colonel Moon¬ 
light to re-enforce hiui with the Second Brigade, but he tore Colonel Moonlight had 
timo to arrive on the ground Colonel Jeimison was forced to retire and the enemy 
had flanked our position on the Big Blue, and w^as crossing that stream in forc(‘. 
The First and Second Brigades kept upon their flank, and when near the States line 
attacked the right of their column, turned his flank, and punished him quite severely, 
the fighting (oiitiriuing until dark. Finding the iiosition of onr army at the Big 
Blue flanked by ilie enemy, and in the absence of superior authority, I dii'octed 
Major-G(‘ueral JDcitzlcr, in commaud*of the Kansas Slate Militia, to withdraw his 
command to Kansas City, and dispatched orders to Colonels Jeniiison, Moonlight, 
and Ford to remain with their commands in firoiit of the enemy in the vicinity of 
Westport. 

Major-General Deitzlor reports: 

The entire Army of the Border was now in position on and along the north side of 
Big Blue, occupying every pas.sahle crossing of tliat stream from its mouth to 1 lick- 
man Mills, a distance of about fifteen miles, and presenting a formidable appear¬ 
ance. Price's army entered Independenee on the 21st, and on the morning of the 22d 
his cavalry made demonstrations at several points in front of niy xiosition (the l(d‘t 
wing), in several iustaucos driving the pickets in under the cover of our artilhu'y. 
About noon, having received reliable information that a heavy column of the enemy 
was moving against the right of our lim*, 1 ordeivd Lieutoiiant-Colouol Walker, 
commaudiiig the Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, with two pieces of artillery, 
to re-enforco that position. Sr’ y"’- e Tw-elfth Kansas State Militia and 
Cax)tain McLain’s battery were < ■ from my line to re-enforce th(^ right 

under General Blunt. The enemy having forced a passage of the Big Blue at Byram’s 
Ford about 3 p. m., and my position being threatened from the rear, I quietly with¬ 
drew my command in perfect order, and retired to Kansas City in obedience to 
instructions from Major-General Blunt. Just as the troops commoncod moving from 
our works on the Big Blue a detachment of rebel cavalry made a furious dash upon 
the left center of my line, occupied by the Nineteenth Regiment Kansas State Mili¬ 
tia, under ’r’-rl V->:: ’ o received the charge with the greatest coolness and 
gallantry, ■ ■, , .. the enemy, killing 12 and cax>turiug 10, without lotja 

on our side. 
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Speaking of tlie operations of (xeneral Grant, who commanded the 
militia on the right of Creneral Blunt’s command, the general adds: 

A strong cletaclimont of the enemy moved up the ISlue under cover of the timber 
and attacked General Grant, throwing his command into some confusion, killing 36 
ard 13. taking about 100 prisoners, capturing 1 piece of artillery, and 

Cl." • n : ■ i..: Grant to retire to Olathe. 

There was not much tigliting on the left wing of the line, but General 
Deitzler acted with good judgment aud great x)romptuoss in his duties. 
The militia generally did well, and the disaster of General Grant’s 
detachment was mainly owing to the overwhelming numbers of the 
enemy that moved upon them, (.^olonel Jennison, who commenced the 
hght, and stood the brunt of it during the afternoon, thus reports his 
operations: 

On the morning <)f the 22d I was ordered with the l>rigado to Byram’s Ford of the 
BigBluo, e- 'o'h - '*!•• • !;«• encampment of the niglit previous. Arriving th(*re 
we were !.■; ■. i'-. .<!i ■ of Kansas State Militia of Colonel McCain's com¬ 

mand, which rendered valuable assistance in obstructing the ford of the ri\cr by 
felling timber, Ac. About 10 a. ni. the enemy’s advance made its ap])earanco at the 
ford, attackiug our outi)osts and attempting to force a crossing. 'The ford was so 
etieotually ohstnictcd, however, and in its condition wholly impassable for artillery, 
that for some hours little progress was made, the attacking party being re]>ulsed 
each time it ai)p(‘ared in the front, Avhieh was defended by a strong skirmish line, 
securely posted, and one section of the howitzer battery then in charge of Second 
Liefit. H. L. Barker, Company G, Fiftecuitli Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, to whom the 
command was transferred on th<‘ morning of the battle of Little Blue. The First 
Brigade hold the enemy edectually in cheek, notwithstandinghis great sux>eriority of 
numbers, until about 3p. iti., when ith<‘eame evident thfithJ? had succeeded in cross¬ 
ing considerable hodi(‘s above and b(*low, and was rapidly ^ \ j ’■ ■ ■* oth right and 

lelt. Upon this intelligence (word of which was sent to , :>■ e commanding 

with the additional r(*port that the main body of the r<d)cls was ai)parently in front 
aud d(‘teriniucd to effect a crossing at Byrain’s Ford) it was determined to retire in 
the dire(*ti()U of Westi)ort or Kansas City, toward which it was evident che efforts 
of the eueiny w(‘re directed. Our lines at the ford '“'’vjf bc-m forced back, tln^ 
rebels succeeded in crossing a considerable force of e. «• '■..•■n.; cavalry, a portion 
of which was eui])lc)yed in removing ohstruefions in the inver, while the'others were 
deployed on either sid<‘ of the road, and advanced tovnrcl us. Then, with a, strong 
body of rohol-* ■ ■ .« oiir rear and in constant expe(*tation that our flanks would 

he ntf acked, . ■ ■■ .. ■ commeneed the retreat toward \Vt‘st})()rt, ' ■ ’ j every 

foot of groun ■ ■ unmiy gave over the action aud ndired to tiu' tord. Reach¬ 

ing the open ground some four or five miles het-ween \V(‘st])ort aud the Stat(‘ line, a 
large b-.d;. i»r Ir.-ops was discovered on our left ; •' ■■■cf in a uortberly direction 

from i! r-’. s ■ roi* the Blue. Upon reaching the :>« -i ■ were joined by Colonel 
Moonlight’s command, when the First and Second Brigades were rapidly pushed for¬ 
ward u])on the prairie to resist the advance of the enemy under Shelby, who had 
evidently crossed the ford four miles above Byram’s. Skirmishers were immediately 
deploy(‘d from both brigades, and in a few minutes the action was commenced along 
the entii'o line with small-arms. A l)ody of Kansas State Militia coming up soon 
after, it was fornuul in lino of battle immodi.it<‘l\ in rear of First Brigade, when 
the rebels, being elos(‘ly pressed by our .skirmish lines, wavered for a moment and 
then began to give ground. U])on this a general advance of the First Brigade 
was ordered, aud tlio lines rapidly advanced toward the enemy, who, after a slight 
resistance, fell hack in confusion to fin*, eov(T of the timber some two or three miles 
distant, closely followed by our forces, until, as the sun wont down^ not a vestige of 
the rebel Shelby’s division beyond its dead and a few wounded was to he seen on the 
field. Maintaining our lines for some time with no further demonstrations from the 
recent exultant and confident enemy our columns were turned toward Westport, 
which we reached about 7 o’clock in the evening, going into camp between that pla('e 
and Kansas City, where the Army of the Border was mostly concentrated, and as 
the night wore on wo seemed encircled by the camp-fires of the rebels, which gleamed 
menacingly from the woods. 

Oolouel IMooiiliglit’s report i)roseuts that— 

At the Big Bine, on the 22d, the Second Brigade was ordered to hold Simmons’ 
Ford and report the movements of the enemy. None coming and the First Brigade, 
at Byram’s Ford retreafing, the Second Brigade in douhle-ciuick whipped around 
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by Westport and met the enemy at the State line, checked his advance into Kansas, 
and by the setting of the sun di*ove him back into Missouri. The hght continued 
until dark, after which the pursuit was abandoned and my command moved up to 
Shawnee Mission, for the purpose of procuring forage and rations, * ^ ^ In 

ibis ^!' 4 ht (bmpany G, of the Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, escort for Major- 
(irjioral Ciiip>, joined my command on the occasion and participated in the tight, 
as also the howitzers under Major Hunt, chief of artillery. 

Colonel Blair, who was first ordered to take position on the Big Blue, 
gives more detailed and correct intelligence of the militia forces which 
he arranged in line. He reports as follows concerning Ids i)osition on 
the Big Blue: 

Before I had the brigade equipped I received (on the morning of the 18th) an order 
from General Curtis to move toward Independence and to come by Westpoit; to com¬ 
plete my supplies. At 8 a. m. I was on the march, and, passing through Westport, 
camped on the west side of the Big Blue, on the road from Kansas [City] to Inde 
pendeuce. I spent the whole of the night and part of the next day in procuring 
subsistence, arms, blankets, and tents for the command. AVhilst engaged in this 
duty I was instructed by General Curtis not to move camp till further orders from 
him. On the morning of the 20th Lieutenant Robinson, chief engineer on the stab* 
of the commanding general, arrived fi’om the front with orders to fortify the line of 
the Big Blue, as General Curtis intended making his stand on that line. The 20th 
and 21st were g’----- the country, felliug trees, forming abatis, obstruct¬ 
ing fords, and « . defenses as much as possible. During the 21st the 

Fourth Regiment Kansas istate Militia, Colonel McCain, and the Nineteenth, Colonel 
Hogan, reported to me, by order of Major-General Dcitzler, Kansas State Militia, 
and were assigned to duty in my brigade. Captain Dodge’s (Ninth Wisconsin) bat¬ 
tery had also been assigned to my command in x>lace of McLain^s, taken to the front. 
In the evening of the 21st, all the troops having fallen hack on this line, I established 
my command in its position of battle, where they supped, sleptj and breakfasted the 
next morning, their horses, together with all of the transportation, having been sent 
back to Kansas City to avoid unnecessary incumbrances. My line of battle occupied 
a front of six miles, with one regiment (McCain^s) still higher up at Byram^s Ford, 
where the crossing was tinally eflected. Two hundred and fifty of Hogan^s regiment 
held the cavalry ford at the mouth of the Blue, three miles trom the main body of 
the regiment which fo^'M •! .u \ lett. Next came the colored militia, and the Sixth 
Regiment Kansas St, Colonel Montgomery. Dodge’s (Ninth Wisconsin) 

battery and the colored battery occupied a fine artillery position in the center, cut 
out expressly for the occasion, supported on the right by Colonel Colton, Fifth Regi¬ 
ment Kansas State Militia, and Eves’ Bourbon County battalion. At the ford two 
miles above was stationed Lieutenant Knowles’ (Second Kansas) battery, supported 
by the Tenth Regiment Kansas State Militia, while still above at Byrain’s Ford was 
stationed ColonM McCain, Fourth Regiment Kansas State Militia. To this point 
Jennison’s brigade was ordered, and at 11 a. m. the sound of the guns showed that 
the battle had commenced on onr right. The Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry and McLain’s 
battery, which up to this time had been in my rear, were ordered otf to the right to 
support Colonel Jennison. I remained in position until 4 p. m., when I received 
orders to fall back to Kansas City. As Colonel Hogan’s regiment was leaving the 
line to bring up the rear of the brigade a rush was made upon him by a party ot‘ the 
enemy, who had been concealed in the brush to his front across the creek! They 
waded the creek, pushed through and over the abatis of fallen trees clear up to 
Hogan’s line, where after a short, shai’p little skirmish, some twentj" of them were 
taken prisoners and the rest driven ofi*. 

Maj. T. I. McKenny, additional aide-de-caiup and inspecting officer 
of my staff, reports his active efforts in the action, from which I present 
the following extracts: 

October 23. —On this day was fought the battle of Big Blue. The general com¬ 
manding being fearful that a sufficient force had not been stationed at Byram’s Ford, 
directed me to order Major-General Deitzler to send the greater part of his force 
to Colonel Jennison, holding that ford. General Deitzler said that ho could not 
see the necessity as there were already the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Kansas, besides 
150 infantry, also some other troops, with four guns, at that point, but that he 
Avould send more. I designated an independent company, numbering about 100, 
which I had that day armed ou my own responsibility with anns taken from 
wagons going' to Kansas City, as a proper force to be sent. It was understood 
those would be a part ot the force sent. ^ * The general commaTiding bein**" 

desirous ot intormatiou trorq. the trout, particularly Hickman MilL. di>paTciic(L me 
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to see 'wliat conld he learned. Taking tke wrong road I came near Byram^s Ford, 
and there found Colonel Jeimison slowly falling hack and observed the enemy [in 
his front] and a large body of men on his right flank, supposed to be the enemy. Re¬ 
traced my steps and got on the Hickman Mills road, when I met this same body of 
men, which proved to be Colonel Johnson’s militia in rapid retreat. I stopped them 
and caused them to go to the roar slowly. At the same time I sent Colonel Jonuison 
notice. I now proceeded on my road, but had not gone far w'hen I became satisiied 
that I would soon be cut off, as the enemy wore nlready rapidly advancing, having 
captmed many of the militia near Hickman MilN, la-nides one gun. I now rode 
rapidly to the rear. Overtaking the militia I placed them in line of battle in the 
edge of the tiuiher, with directions to hold their ground and retard the enemy’s 
progress. General Fishback was present and manifested the greatest willingness 
to meet the enemy. I afterward learned that this rc 2 .v 'C 't d id iinod service. Night 
now closing in found us in rather a doubtful posit.(> :r u.r- ■ ^ being pressed tell 
back to [ward] Kansas City, whore most of them arrived about 10 o’clock. The Sec- 
on<l Colorado, with the exception of two companies, with the Eleventh, Fifteenth, 
and Sixteenth Kansas, remained on the field confronting the enemy. 

Major Chariot, assistant adjutant-general, who noted the time and 
generally drew up my orders and reports, says, concerning this day’s 
operations: 

At this time (11 o’clock) Jonnison was holding Byram’s Ford and Moonlight 
Hinkle’s Ford. Colonel Ford ret)orted that heavy columns of the enemy were mov¬ 
ing in direction of these fords. Generals Deitzler and Blunt were both ordered to 
send forward re-enforcements. 

Major Hunt, my chief of artillery, reports of his operations: 

The general sent me out with body guard to re-enforce. Reached a distance of 
about two miles from town (Westport) j met the militia falling back in confusion; 
lialted them and made thorn go hack; sent a messenger to Colonel Jennison asking 
him where I could render him the most service. Ho informed me that the enemy was 
flanking him on the right and left, and for me to fall hack on the Westport road to 
keep the enemy out of town. I did so. Met Colonel Moonlight passing west to check 
the enemy from going into Kansas. Soon the Fifteenth, under Colonel Hoyt, also 
came. We all marched in double-quick until we reached the Kansas prairie west of 
Westport; here we deployed in line; met the enemy square in the face. I turned 
over the command of the i)o<ly guard to Captain Gove and gave my services to Col¬ 
onel Moonlight. Th<‘ enemy oi)(‘iied two i)ieccs of rifled artillery upon us at the dis¬ 
tance of a mile, sui^ported by Fagan’s or Shelby’s division. They tlrove us steadily 
from about 3 o’clock until nearly dark, when onr skirmish line was ro-enforced. I 
assumed commaud of it and drove the enemy back some two miles, capturing several 
prisoners, among thorn a lieutenant, whom I delivered to the commanding general in 
Kansas [City] that niglit. Colonel Moonlight, Lieutenant-Colonel Plumb, Colonel 
Jennison, Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt, and other olfleers and men, deserve bi>ecial credit 
for their soldierlike conduct. 

Lieut. Oyrus M. Eoberts, acting aide-de-camp, was ordered to carry 
communications to Hickman Mills, and being thus detached, reports: 

On the 22d of October, in the afternoon, when Colonel Jennison’s command was 
attacked at Byram’s Ford, you ordered me at Westport, Mo., to go to Hi(‘kmau Mills, 
Mo., and order all the for<*es that might be there to immediately re-enforce Colonel Jen¬ 
nison. Arriving at the Mills I found Maj. John M. Laing in command of a part of the 
Fifteenth Kansas Volunt<ier Cavalry and <leliverod him your order. His command 
was feeding. I also saw the Twenty-first Kansas State Militia, which was just ready 
to mount. I delivered your order to the colonel (Lowe) commaudiug, and his regi¬ 
ment moved forward imm(‘diately at a trot. * ^ " When we arrived on the brink 

of the hill descending to the Big Blue wc saw right ahead of us, and as far as the 
eye could reach, clouds of dust along the road, and knew it must be the main column 
of the eiienjv ndvanci’';:. In a very few minutes (perhaps five) the Twenty-first Kan¬ 
sas State ^^ll!M liaJ «L;smounted and formed in line of battle along the brink of the 
hill. Those of the Twenty-first Regiment who could see the enemy com m enced fir¬ 
ing. Their advance immediately fell back out of sight and formed in a body, t>ut in 
a fbw minutes came forward with a yell. The Twenty-first tired a volley into them 
and they fell back out of sight. Wliile this was going on Major Laiug’s command 
came up where the horses were held, but instead of rendering the militia assistance 
they turueid immediately back, leaving the militia to get out the best they could. 
Several of the militia followed, hut Lieutenant-Colonel Robinson,. Colonel Lowe, and 
myself, drew our weapons and kept the militia (who were giving way) to the front. 
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Tlie enemy appealed ^ ei v luudi demoralized and did not seem to want tcfthens 
liattle aitc'r tins. Holding oui position twenty or tlnrt\ minutes without another 
attadc (the skirmishin{> still goina on) we eoncluded to mount and pass around the 
enem,\ to the west and join you. It was getting late and darkness came on before 
w e had gone a mile. 

It is proper to say iA this connection that I arrested Major Laing' 
when this aftairwas reported to me, but upon explanations, and in con¬ 
sideration of his gallantry elsewhere, I directed his release. This 
report of Lieutenant Eoberts shows the operations in the vicinity of 
Hickman Mills, and also the movement of the enemy westward at 
the close of the day’s lighting. This repulse by the militia w\as a gal¬ 
lant affair and nimst have greatly annoyed the rebels, who found resist¬ 
ance on all sides of them. Other staff* officers, Major AVeed, Major 
Curtis, Captain Meeker, of the signal corps, Surgeon Havis, Lieutenant 
Eobinson, were also a(*tive in carrying out my orders. My volunteer 
aides, Honorables Senators Lane and Pomeroy, were earnest and very 
efficient in the field. Senator Pomeroy was especially active in bring¬ 
ing the militia forward and correcting their impressions as to the 
movements, while Senator Lane’s experience in former campaigns in 
Nlexico and upon the Kansas border enabled Iiim to be of much service 
in the Held everyw’here. Colonel Crawford, Colonel Eoberts, Ooloind 
Eitchie, and Colonel Cloud, of my volunteer aides, all of w^hom had 
experience and zeal to stimulate their exertions, were aetjve, efficient, 
and useful throughout this and other days of this (*aini)aign. Sur¬ 
geon Davis and Surgeon Harvey were active in their care of the 
'svouuded. 

Eeference to the accompanying map^ will show the scope of o])er- 
ations during the day and the general result. 

Our left and center had not been moved by the eneiny^ and although 
our extreme right had been pressed back our closing efforts were 
eucoui'agiiig. The enemy now having possession south of us, after 
night concealed our movements I ordered the main for(*es to take posi¬ 
tion within the lines of fortiffeatioii which surrounded Kansas City, 
where they could get rest and supplies, to which place 1 moved my 
own headquarters. About 6 o’clock of this evening I also re(*ei\Td 
verbal intelligence of the arrival of General Eosecrans’ advance, uiul(u‘ 
Major-General Pleasonton, with cavalry, at Inde])endence, where it w^as 
stated he had struck General Price’s rear. This intelligence came 
about 6 o’clock in the evening, and being eireulatcTl among my forces 
inspired new hopes and energies in the Army of the Border. 

BATTLE OF WTESTPOUT. 

Kight closing the battle of Big Blue on the 22cl, I ordered my troops 
under cover of the darkness to concentrate within the lines of field¬ 
works that inclosed Kansas City, Mo., only a small force remaining in 
front of Westport near the long line of camp-fires that maiked the 
])ositioii and vastly superior numbers of the rebel forces. The citizens 
and soldiers had so improved the natural strength of Kansas City as to 
make this position almost impregnable, and being well furnished with 
food, forage, and ammunition, I replenished exhausted stores and 
secured^ my w^eary soldiers a few hours’ repose, which, after so many 
days of marching, watching, and fighting, we all very much needed. 
But in view of to-morrow my-officers were put to a new test of their 
imw^ers of endurance. The enemy had halted south of Westport, and 


^To appear in the Atlas. 
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soUK^ tivo or six miles south of Kansas City, where he could either turn 
my new right Hank, which rested on Turkey Creek, or attack in front 
at his leisure. I therefore determined to renew the offensive on his 
o\ni grounds with my main force, leaving heavy artillery, unmounted 
militia, and the home guard of the city to hokl the line of intrench- 
ments, to fall back upon if occasion required. A dispatcli from Maj. 
Frank Eno, Saint Louis, October 22, infoi med me that General Rosecraus 
was at 1.30 p. in. to-day hfteen miles from Lexington, but a scoutfrom Ids 
cavalry advance reported General Pleasonton at Independence, only 
nine miles from Kansas City. Militia also came in to re-enforce me and 
compensate for the considerable losses of the day. 1 directed Generals 
Blunt and Deitzler to personally supervise preparations and have the 
troops to commence moving at 3 o’clock in the morning, and all of my 
staff not then engaged locating the troops for the night were also 
directed to assist in notifying and replenishing the militia for the pro¬ 
posed attack of the enemy at dayliglit the next morning. A verbal 
message was also sent to General Pleasonton giving him information 
of my purpose. General Pomeroy volunteered to locati^ troops at the 
crossing of the Kansas River, so as to apprise me of any movement 
around my right flank. The officers all heartily united and labored 
most of the night in efforts to have everything ready for a united, 
])owerfal attack on the rebel camp at daylight. 

Our regular volunteers, with the artDiery, moved early in the morn¬ 
ing of the 23d, and were deployed into line of battle two miles south of 
WeKStport, on Brush Creek, which is shown on the map* accompanying 
this rei)ort. This stream lies east and west, and is skirted by a dense 
forest some two miles A\ide. This advam^e of General Blunt was 
soon attacked by overwhelming odds, and gradually fell ba(*k. The 
militia came uj) and deployed under ('olonelBlair on the right, but not 
sufficient to maintain the advanced position. Our troops fought des¬ 
perately and somef lines repulsed the enemy, but gr'adually fell back to 
the north side of Brush Creek. After directing General Deitzler and 
Colonel (bates (who commanded the Missouri militia) to put the whole 
male population about Kansas City on duty in the trenches of that 
place, I iiressed ibrward all the mounted forcTS and joined General 
Blunt at Westport at 7.30, where 1 found our forces as last mentioned. 
The enemy had advanced his skirmishers so as to occu])y the timber 
south of Brush Creek, while our troops occupied the timber on the 
north side. As the militia were coming forward, I ordered a reconnais¬ 
sance to the left and front, also sending Major (lurtis in that direction 
with orders to tind and report matters to General Pleasonton, and 
directed also the farther extension of our lines to the right. From the 
root of the hotel where I found General Blunt we could see beyond 
the timber of Brush Creek the rebel forces dejdoyed in endless lines on 
the open prairie. McLain’s battery was on tlie brow of the north bank 
of Brush Creek and near the road. Dodge’s (Ninth Wisconsin) battery 
to his right. We also had about twenty other pieces of artillery, mostly 
mountain howitzers, with c*avalry, taking position as their supporting 
squadrons came into line. Meantime continued firing was kept up by 
skirmishers and artillery on both sides, with but little damage to either. 
After taking the positions named on opposite sides of Brush Creek, 
about 11 o’clock 1 went myself to the right of our lines, and led the 
militia forward as skirmishers. I tried to get through the timber with 
Dodge’s battery and two little howitzervS of my escoi*t, but the roads 
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wre not favorable and I left tlie farther movement of the right to 
Colonel Blair, who was soon after joined by General Deitzler. I was 
directed by an old man, a Missouri patriot of seventy-five years, through 
a narrow defile to Brush Creek with Dodge’s battery and other forces. 
With trembling, sinking steps the old man directed us to a position 
where we immediately began to demonstrate against the enemy that 
occupied the inclined plain and wooded heights on the south of Bruwsh. 
The weary veteran refused to ride, but sunk down with delight and 
exhaustion when he saw the success of our guns. Like many other brave 
Missourians of that day he saw the rebellion vanishing before him and 
his home and country free. Moving farther down Brush Creek to the 
left 1 found Colonels Ford and Jennison skirmishing fiercely and evi¬ 
dently successfully pressing the enemy back. Thinking it a favorable 
time I immediately ordered a cavalry charge, one by the main road, and 
another by a road leading to the left and front, supported by advancing 
skirmishers and second lines. At the same time I directed General 
Blunt to advaiice in support with McLain’s battery, and other artillery. 
The cavaby charges led by Lieutenant-Colonel Iloyt and Captain 
Thompson dashed forward with a terrible shout, carrying the heights 
and stone fences, which were immediately occupied by our main forces, 
and I soon saw our line, extending far away on my right, emerging 
b^om the dark forests of Biaish Creek.* 

The enemy was soon o^'ei^powered, and after a violent and desperate 
struggle fell back to another elevation on the broad i)rairie and operated 
their artillery and cavalry to their utmost ability in a vain attem})t to 
check our general movement. Our militia continued to come swarm¬ 
ing out of the forest, displaying a length and strength of numbers that 
surprised me. Their movement was steady, orderly, and gallant. 
Every piece of artillery, especially the little howitzers, wavS in active 
tii‘e, showing artillery enough to represent an army of 50,000. This 
display of force, rather than effective fire, seemed to cause the 
enemy to increase his distance before us, while we steadily advanced 
all arms over a beautiful prairie, where both armies were in full view. 
It was at this time, about 11.30 a. m., I telegraphed you and iny anx¬ 
ious friends in the rear that the victory was ours. At about 12 in. the 
guns of General Pleasonton were heard on our left, and at 2 p. m. his 
lines were in full and successful co-operation on the left. The enemy’s 
retiring movement was immediately changed to a complete rout and 
our troops took up the pursuit at full speed. 1 met with General 
Pleasonton at a farm-house on Indian Creek, where he related to me liis 
movements, which had also commenced early in the morning iind 
included active operations most of the day. To give a ftill detail ot 
matters I submit the reports of my associate officers, but especially 
collate the following extracts: 

General Blunt says: 

All the night of the 22(1 was occupied in getting ammunition and subsistence to 
my command, with the view of commencing the attack upon the entuny at daylight 
the folIoTnng morning. Daylight on the morning of the 23d revealed the encmiy in 
force on the open prairie directly south of Westport and about two miles distant. 

C ol. C. W. Blair’s brigade of State militia was ordered out from Kansas City at 3 a. m. 
and at daylight my whole command was in motion, moving in column througii 
n estport and across Brush Creek, and soon after sunrise the First, Second and 
Fourth Brigades were deployed into line of battle on the south side of the timber 
skirting Brush Creek, where Shelby’s division, of Price’s army, was advancing upon 

Map of battle-ground of Westport (here omitted) to appear in the Atlas. 
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my line. Skirmishers were thrown forward and the engagement with small-arms 
aiid artillery soon became general. My advance line being hard pr(^ssed I ordered 
Col. C. AV. Blair to advance with the Sixth and Tenth Eegiments State Militia, to 
support the right of my line and guard my right flank, which order was executed 
with great promptness. Time being required to get the militia arriving irom Kan¬ 
sas City dismounted and in position, and the contest in front being severe and un¬ 
equal, I directed my advance line to fall back to the north side of Brush Creek. 
The enemy advanced a short distance, but did not a1tomi)t to attack my second 
line, with the exception of a small force that approached through the timber to 
attack my left flank. This force was promptly repulsed l)y the Fifth and Nineteenth 
Regiments of the State Militia, under Colonels Colton and Hogan. 

Major-General Beitzler, Kansas State Militia, reports: 

On the morning of the 23d I received instructions from the commanding general 
to remain at Kansas City, and to place the artillery and infantry in position in the 
intrenchments and hurry to the front. About 9 a. m. I directed Brigadier-General 
SheiTy, Kansas State Militia, to assume command of the works in Kansas City, and 
proceeded to AVestport. There had heeu severe fighting all morning in the vicinity 
of AVestport, and some brilliant charges by the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Kansas A^ol- 
nnteer Cavalry, which were resisted witli great stubbornness, and resulted in heavy 
loss to the enemy, but no ground was gained by our side. \A^hen I arrived at the 
front the firing had ceased and 1 found our forces formed on the blulf on tht^ north 
side of Brush Cre(‘k, the left r(‘sting on the road leading from AA'estport to Hick¬ 
man Mills, and the enemy on the south side of said creek, beyond the woods. The 
Kansas militia were dismounted and the horses sent to the rear, and as soon as the 
formation was completed our forees were ordered by Ma.ior-Geueral Curtis to advance, 
wdth Gemu’al Blunt on tbe left and myself on tbe righit. The personal presence of 
Major-General Curtis inspired the men with confidence, and tbe whole command 
moved forward in ])erfect order through the dense underbrush, and as they emerged 
from the woods on the south side of Brush Creek they encountered the enemy in 
strong f()r<‘e, and, after a severe struggle, in which our troops showed great bravery, 
drovt‘ him from his chosen position. Taldng advantage of the confusion which oc- 
eurred in the enemy^s line at this tinn* our victorious force advanced rapidly into the 
01)011 field, firing volley at‘t(*r volley into the fiying rebels, killing and wounding large 
numlxTS, who were left in our hands. Both armies were now in full view of each 
other on the open jirairie, presenting one of the most magnificent spectacles in na¬ 
ture. 'Phe enemy made several attem})ts to stand, hut such was the dashing bra very 
of our troops that they u(wer succeeded in rallying and forming their men to ofier 
any considerable resistan(‘e. A rvtvr in jf fight was then kept up for about four miles, 
the enemy slowly retreating in a -on. li» • iy direction, parallel with and about a mile 
from the State line, in Missouri, when (Joiicral Koseeraus’ advance, under Major- 
General Pleasontoii, made its appearance some distance from the right of the eueiuy, 
and opened upon them with artillery. At this point the retreat l)e(*ame a perfect 
rout, and the enemy, running in great confusion southward, were soon ont of sight. 
Their course was indicated by dense volumes of smoke, emanating from their burn¬ 
ing of the prairie hay, grain stacks, &c. I accompanied the pursuit a short distance 
beyond the Blm*, where we w<‘re joined by Major-General Pleasonton and stafi'. 
After consultation with that officer it was decided that the TJ. S. forces under Gen¬ 
erals Cuitis and Pleasonton were sufficient to follow the rebel horde and to drive 
them beyond the States of Missouri and Kansas, whereupon I requested and obtained 
permission from the ‘'orrd. coinmniiding to order the militia to their several co^nn- 
ties, exctq>t the F'lii., and Tenth Regiments, all irom Southern Kansas, who 

<*outinued with the pursuit to Fort Scott, from whence they were sent to their homes. 

Colonel Ford, of the Second Colorado, reports: 

Early on the morning of the 23d I was ordered with my brigade through AAtest- 
port, I formed a ])ortion of the Second Colorado and Sixteenth Kansas on the hill 
immediately south of Ih'iish Creek, with one section of the battery, hut soon after 
advanced to the edge of the i>rairie and took up position across the road to the left 
of Colonel Jennison^s brigade, the section of the battery being placed in the road. 
For a while the firing was exclusively artillery, but tbe rebels advancing, the whole 
line was soon engaged and kept up a very steady and galling fire for two hours or 
more. The enemy was repeatedly repulsed, and one very hold and dashing charge 
made by him down the road upon the battery was very handsomely repulsed by 
portions of the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry and Second Colorado Cavalry, the counter¬ 
charge being led in ])erson by Lieutenant-Colonel AValker, commanding the Sixteenth 
Kansas A^olunteer Cavalry, and in which charge he received a severe wound in the 
foot. Finally, in the face of a very heavy fire from the First Brigade, the enemy 
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forced a very large t oliiiim into a small copse to the right ot my hrigadc aiid com- 
ineiiced a dank lire upon me. Xot having force enough to dislodge the enemy trom 
his new position I fell hack toward Brush Creek, forming line uiiou each ridge nmtil 
I received ord(U"S to form north of the creek, the battery meanwhile having been 

placed in a - . " k’ r "''-ition on the hill. After forming on the bottom, I sent 

part of the " ... ■ Cavalry, on foot, as skirmishers through the woods. 

The Twelfth Kansas 8tate Militia were also sent into the woods, on foot, and did 
good service. The footmen kept steadily driving the enemy until the advance of the 
whole divisitm W'as ordered, when our oid positi ' : ‘ and after a short 

fight the enemy was completely routed, and fled ‘ ■ ■ ' the field. Every 

one advanced as speedily as possible, continn: ■ g ■ ; . ntil dark, Colonel 

Jennison, with poitiousof the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, and (Second 
Colorado Cavalry, in the extreme advance. 

Colonel Jennison reports: 

xt _ .-r 23d ’■■‘-..‘d* -as under arms at daylight, and after 

... ■ ■ . . ‘ with.. “ > ■ ■ ‘ the Iraiii sent out from Kansas City, 

■ , . . ■ 1 . the previous evei ‘ . ‘ . i the rebel lines about three 

miles from the town, where it assumed ^ . center of the line, with the 

brigades of Colonels Ford and Moonlight on tbe flanks. The brigade was thus de¬ 
ployed on the right of the road, in a large field traversed by rail and stone fences, 
Avhich to some extent impeded active cavalry operations, tbough affording excellent 
pi'otecldon to dismounted troops. Our skirmish lines were iii.i 'Cfliatt ly fornuHl and 
had advanced but few rods when severe and incessant fire I'f'-m.'ll-.irais was com¬ 
menced upon them and replied to with utmost spirit, the enemy commenidng almost 
instantly to fall hack. Oim lines were then advanced some distance, a rapid fire 
lieing kept up from either side, until the rebels, having received a rc-enforconieut. 
made a desiierato stand and succeeded in tnnp.'iMvrv pressing us ba<‘k beyond onv 
original position, and to tbe edge of a sinaii l)«ui ^ of timber skirting tlie wood upon 
W’hich the Is^ecoud Colorado Cavalry was posted. At this point the fighting again 
became severe, and a second time we were compelled to retire, a mov(‘meut partici¬ 
pated in by the entire division; the First Biigadc, however, forming the right of the 
new lino about 200 yards in rejir of its first position, tlie (Second Brigade luivbig h ft 
the field. At this point a desultory fire was kept up for some time, the reb, U ]ji.i Ic¬ 
ing no positive demonstration, our lines being re-enforced by the militia under 
Colonel Blair. At length the enemy pressed forward and succeeded in planting 
one section of a Parrott battery on the Line road, rendering our position one 
of extrem his lines lieing heavUy re-enforced at the same time. Leav¬ 

ing the p * '■ ! fell back on tbe Line road almost to the suburbs of West- 
port, where the army was reorganizing and concentrating for a final effort, and soon 
the order was received for a general advance along the entire line, which was olieycd 
with the utmost alacrity. The First Brigade, with a detachment of the Second 
Colorado and McLain's battery, took position on the right of the road, commencing 
an impetuous attack upon the rebels, who were rallyiug fo < b. \ jr iiiion the battery, 
one section of which was posted directly in the road. 11., Ii .d wc taken posi¬ 
tion when the enr' - -■’ column uiion the guns up the road, whi(‘h were 

supported by the - the First Brigade being to the right in front 

us they advanced. Company E, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, forming the 
left of the brigade line and deployed as skirmishers, (j^eeing that a (ics])(u*ate ctfort 
was required to save the battery I immediately rallied Company E and led in peyson 
a charge upon the flank of tlie rebel column, a movement which was entirely suc¬ 
cessful, though a desperate hand-to-hand contest ensued, after ^ \ 

for a short time the enemy withdrew in disorder toward his mail ■ - - ■ . . . 

* * * The enemy having fallen hack upon the road, our lines wore reformed and 
again advanced through the fields on the right of the road, driving the ridieJs at all 
points. Directly in the road, at the .'iummU of a slight slope, a body of tbo enemy 
seemed determined to make a stand, when 1 was ordered by General Blunt to charge 
the hill with his body guard and one squadron of the Second Colorado, all the trooiis 
available at that instant. T*''?. 'V't; - q forming columns of fours tlio squadrons 

dashed with reckless cour. . . . i ' mto the very midst of the rebels, wlio, 

not waiting to ascertain our strength and hardly making a show of fighting, broke 
and fled, some into the timber on tbe left, but a majority down the road. A detach¬ 
ment was then dismounted and deployed along a stone fence skirting the woods and 
a s)irightly fire was opened on the rebels in the woods to the left, but these soon 
made their way out and* joined the main rebel body about a mile distant, where the 
enemy's lines were yet unbroken and upon wdiich at this ]>eriod a section of McLain's 
battery, under Lieutenant Eayre, was brought to hear with telling cfl'ect. Generals 
Curtis and Blunt having reached the scene in person I was directed to charge the 
rebel lines with the First Brigade on the right and left of the road, under cover of 
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a heavy five from the Colorado battery, which was worked with rapidiiy and the 
ntiiiost precision by Cax)tain McLain ainl his lieutenants. Licntenaiit-Oo’' ’ 
with six squadrons of the Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, was ■ ► 

advance on the left, while, with one eonqiany of the Fifteenth, tlie Third AViscoiisiii 
detachment, two com^ainies fcjecond Colorado, and General Blunt^s body j^nard, I 
.. . XI „• - 1 . X l)rigade thus fonne<l advanced, charging the rebel lines with an 

; ■ . overcame oiqiodfiuM. The enemy then, confused and demoralized, 

broke and lied, scattering .sian" e([uipnieuts ‘hr ^ ’le road, and covering the 
grounds with the debris of a routed army. For ’ a mile the brigade pur¬ 

sued, never drawing rein, while the rebels, too demoralized to attem])t a halt, seemed 
each determined to save himself as best he might. ^ ' The d--. in 

advance of the pursuing column, maintained its position during the ri ■!!.«!■ c-i the 
day, coming up with the enemy below Little Santa F6 and skirmishing with his rear 
imtil dark. 

Oolouel Jeiniison lioiiorabiy inentioiis piost of liis officers, especially 
Lieuteiuuit-Coloiiel Iloyt, MaJ. T. I. McKemiy, of my staff, wlio joiucd 
liiiii in the advam^e, Captain Jolmson, and many others who deserve 
(‘oinmendatioii. Th(‘ whole brigade deserves the gratitude of their 
(‘oujitry. 

Colonel Moonlight’s re])ort says: 

Early on the momiiig of the 23d I received orders to supply my command with 
ammunition aiul raiLons and take the right of tin* line of battle about to be formed a 
little south of Westport. This was promptly done, and in front of the Second Bri¬ 
gade the enemy weiy driven back for over a mile alter a stubborn r(*sL8tance. The 
(‘ominand on the l(*ft had fallen ))a<*k', so Iw'asnot siiiq)ortod in that direction, allow¬ 
ing the enemy to come uii on my flank and deliver a raking lire. To met*t this fire and 
preserve order it was ne(*essary to wiieel two sdjuadrons to the loft, which was done 
iu fln(* style by Companies A and 1, Elev(*nlh (Liout<*nant Drev’ eo’^"P‘a"rl -u-x C-' ’"v 

1 after the l>attle of Little blue). My command fell hack in ■.•i’- s , ’• .. i n.i ■, 

i '■'] O', the right flank by Lieutenant-Colonel WoodworUi, Tw'elfth Kansas 

I. ( ■ ■ r who r(*ported to me that morning with a i>art of the regiment. Colonel 

AVoodwortli is deserving mueh praise for dashing on the (‘iiemy’s flank of skirmishers 
iu the iiianuer ho did. Aitei lalMua back to AVestport I reeeiv(‘d orders from Gen¬ 
eral Blunt to pass round tin* i ig'u danU of the en(*m,v and k<*ep in between him and 
Kansas, wdiieli order was faithfully carried out, and while our foret‘s from AA’'estport 
wore ]>utting Pric(* to rout tin* S(‘eoud Brigadt* whii)ped iu on the right flunk in hot 
pursuit of that portion of the enemy invading Kansas. 

Colonel Moouligiif s brigade d(‘serves commendatiom 
Brig. (xCJi. W. LI. M. Fislibaclc, Kansas Sttite Militifl, participated in 
tbis battle, commanding tlie militia on tlie right nnder Major-Ueiieral 
Deitzler, and re])orts as folloAVs: 

The 23<l instant the enemy appeared in line of battle a little south of Brush Creek 
near AAVsixiort. Gou<‘rals CMirtis and Blunt occupied a position in front and directed 
our movemeiils in jierson. About 8 a. m. our entire force moved out to meet the 
t*neuiy, and took x>osition on Brush Creek, extending our liu(‘R from east to west, 
Colonel Jiumison’s brigade oecn])ying the left, Colonel Moonlight’s the right, and 
my brigade the center. Here the brigade was dismounted and a(*t(*d as siqiport to 
the batt<‘ries. Th<* liatth^ at this iioint was fierce and stubborn ami with varying 
success, neither side gaining any great, decisive advantage for more than three hours, 
the roliels hotly eoiitestiug ev(*ry foot until about 10 o’clock, when they began 
slowly falling back. Our imm stood u]> nobly to their work and maintained their 
ground like veterans, ami, seeing their ti'-jr-*. \vere eager to pursue The rmu^y 
were now plainly feeling tlieir way out . ‘u- '.g uer\e. Our hoys < ■••un!, ■ .. ,1 ■! 

soon the whoh^ woods resounded with loud and long <*onbinned clieer after cheer as 
we drove them and ■))nshed them from the timber. Our batteries are now hurried 
through the <*oru-fi(‘ld, followed by the militia, who are supporting them. Here we 
have x>unished them severely; tiieir dead are numerous and lii* on the field un- 
huried. Our loss (*ompare<l with theirs is trilling. J^y 12 o^clock wo have reached 
the open ]>rairie four miles south of West^iort, when we see on our left, as far as the 
eye can reach a long column advancing toward tis. AA"e are ms}>ired with new 
and intense interest; we look and listen; we are not long in donht; w^e hear the- 
artillery of (ienerals Pleasonton andMoKeil; they have at last reached ns and given 
the enemy’s right a taste of theii* powder; we now have'them;^ the retreat became 
a perfect rout; we cannot kecx) x>ace with them. The battle is over, the victory 
won, and nobly won. 
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The militia of Kansas behaved nobly and saved their State from 
devastation. Colonel Blair’s command on this occasion was mainly 
Kansas State militia and he reports his movements as follows: 


Pursuant to General Blunt's orders I formed my brigade on the hi^h pounds 
south of Westport, overlooking a little creek, the southern acclivity of which was 
covered with a dense growth of timber and underbrush. After the line was formed 
and the artillery in position I dismounted the militia, leaving every sixth man to 
hold horses, and pushed them through the timber to the front, where I formed them 
behind a fence and in front and on the left of the Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt. Before us was an open field, on the other side of which 
was the enemy in considerable force and strongly posted behind a stone fence, which 
formed an admirable cover. We were partially protected by tlie edge of the timber 
and a rail fence. Firing was kept up rapidly and heavily for half an hour, the 
enemy being held firmly in check, but I attempted no advance, as I did not know 
whether oui- flanks were cleared or not. In a short time the Fifteenth retired, in 
obedience to orders, and very soon after I received an order through Col. Pi. J. Craw¬ 
ford, of the staff, to fall back to my first position. Accordingly I marched to the 
rear, through the timber, and formed immediately on the nortli bank of the creek 
without going clear back to my original position. * ^ A rumor reaching me 

that the enemy was attempting to flank my position on the right, and fearing to 
await for orders lest it might b^e accomplished I dispatched a messenger to General 
Blunt to infoim him of what I was doing, and hastily threw my line up into the 
dense timber on my right, twice its own length, and then pushed it steadily forward. 
At this time I received orders from Major-General Curtis to make the 'movement 
which I had already commenced. Thus 'reassured, I moved forward as rapidly as 
the thick undergrowth and broken ground would ])ermit until I came to the edge of 
an open field and formed a junction with Colonel Hogan's regiment, which had been 
sent forward from a different direction. A heavy fire was here opened on us from 
a corn-field which stretched fi’om our right front, and which seemed tilled with skir¬ 
mishers, and from a large brick house in an orchard just beyond, in which a party 
of sharpshooters was stationed. In a few minutes several of bur men had fallen, and 
the fire was incessant and close. I immediately ordered the right of the brigade 
forward and drove the enemy from the corn-field and house, while the left of the line 
kept straight forward through a stubble-field on their flank. About half a mile 
to the front the cavalry and artillery came out the road on our left and we joined 
the line, relieving Jennison's cavalry from its position in support of McLain’s battery. 
We then commenced driving the enemy steadily before us, and from then until his 
retreat became a rout it was as much as my dismounted men could do to keep up 
with the artillery. As soon as the heaviest of the action was over I sent details 
back to bring up the horses, and pushed forward with my own dismounted men and 
artillery. 


The colonel makes honorable mention of many of the militia oificers, 
and very justly commends the conduct of the Kansas militia for their 
good conduct during the day, for all which I refer you to his entire 
report, which, with all from which I make extracts, and many more, are 
respectfolly submitted. 

Maj. S. S. Curtis, Second Colorado, who, with a small detachment, 
went in search of General Pleasonton early in the day, returned at 
night, reporting General McKeil’s operations which came to his notice: 


About 10 a. m. I was ordered to take a squadron of the Second Colorado, com¬ 
manded by Captain Kingsbury, and proceed via Independence to General Ploason- 
ton s command and inform him of the position and operations of General Curtis. I 
went within one mile and a half of Independence, where, finding I was far in the rear 
General Pleasonton’s command, I turned south, and striking the Independence and 
Hickman Mills road I foUowed it until I camo up with Genera] McNeil’s brigade 
which I found drawn up in line of battle on a ridge, with a number of dismounted 
men m the valley in front of them. On the opposite side of the ridge to the south 
about three-fourtbs of a mile distant the enemy were deployed and still deploying 
Some artillery firing was progressing when I came up, which continued for soverai 
minutes thereafter, but as the enemy continued to deploy troops and was endeavor- 
mg to flank us on both sides. General McNeil ordered the command to fall back 
about halt a mile. I could hear nothing from General McNeil of General Pleason- 
rons whereabouts, and concluded he must have passed between me and the Big 
Blue. As I had ridden hard for some fifteen miles, and the squadron showed somi 
signs of fatigue, I res^d there for about two hours and then struck almost due 
west on a by-road which brought me to the Big Blue at the Westport ford, where there 
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were siftna of very severe fightins,' that day. Brohen wagons, cannon halls, shells, 
and dead l){>dies were scattered along the road for two miles. The dead seemed 
nearly all of the Kansas militia and the rebels. I saw hnt one white man, who 
appeared to have been a Federal soldier, and two negroes. I came to General San¬ 
born’s camp shortly after dark and there lirst learned the particulars of the battle 
of the day and also that General Pleasonton had effecte-'^ r with General 

Curtis and that both v ere probably encamped several ■. .west. 1 then 

pushed ahead with my squadron and reached hea<l(iuai ters at Little Santa at 10 
p. m., having travelled about fort>-tive miles during the day. 

The moyements west by Colonel Moonlight and east by Major Curtis 
show the extent of operations both east and Avest by both the troops of 
General lioseerans and mine to have extended east find west from near 
Hickman Mills to the State line. And other I'ejxats show the (*ontest 
to liaA^e extended irom West])ort to about five miles below Lirtle Santa 
Fe, where Colonel Jennison left the enemy at work. 

The active^ part taken by other officers of my staff* in this Aictory will 
be found in their several reports. Those of Major Weed, Major 
M(*Kenny, JMajor Hunt, Major Chariot, Captain Meeker, and Lieuten¬ 
ant Eoberts will be found interesting as well as those of my A’^olunteer 
staff, General Lane, General Pomeroy, Colonel Eoberts, Colonel Cloud, 
and others. I have only extracted portions to illustrate leading truths 
of history, omitting what is also of interest but not essential to the pres¬ 
entation of our general movement. I have been only anxious to give 
the general outlines of affairs which extended far beyond the reach of 
any one observer, inviting examination of the reports of my subordi¬ 
nates v'ho in various positions saw and participated in the movements 
and bloody strife of this campaign. The victory of Westport was most 
deca’sive. We did not stop to count our losses or biuy our dead in any 
of these conflicts. In killed, wounded, and missing it was probably 
500. The enemy’s loss in killed and prisoners was not larger, but their 
men scattered, leaving two broken cannon, many muskets, and much 
of their equipments on the held. Their retreat commenced on what is 
<*alled the Line road, which they generally followed southward in their 
flight and subsequent pursuit to the Arkansas Eiver. 

CHANGE OF FOUCE AND PXTRSTTTT OF PRICE’S ARMY. 

The enemy having been fairly defeated at Westport after over three 
days of fighting, a vigorous ])ursuit was ne(*essary to prevent his taking 
our military ])osts which are located near the State line at various 
points between the Missouri and the Arkansas, a distance of about 300 
miles. The troops of General Pleasontoiq the militia, about 10,000 
strong, and my regular volunteers, about 4,000, were now more than 
sufficient to pursue Price. Halting at a farm-house near Indian Creek 
about 2.30 on the 23(1, these matters were discussed; Generals Pleason- 
tou, Deitzler, Blunt, Sanborn, and inostof oiu staffs, having stopped for 
dinner and consultation. General Pleasonton proposed to move his 
command eastward toward Harrisonville, snggestiiigtlie long march of 
some of his cavalry, which had come up from Arkansas, and also the im¬ 
portance of the Missouri volunteers being at their homes on the day of 
election, now near at hand, but Governor Carney and General Deitzler 
urged tbe necessity of discharging the Kansas militia, who, with indif¬ 
ferent equipments and doubtful pay, had left their homes and served 
faithfully in checking the enemy. This I considered reasonable and 
General Pleasonton coiicniTed. 
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The militia reaidiug’ north were released and martial law rescinded in 
all the country north of my position by the following orders: 


Geni’.ual Field Oiideils, ) IIuadquartebs, 

Jfo. —. ) In He Field, on Indian Creel’, October 23, 1804 — m. 

So luiu'li of General Orders* iS^^o. 54, liea(l(inarters Dcpartnieut of Kansas, as pro¬ 
claims martial Jarr north of the Kansas River is hereby revoked. The einmiy are 
repelled and driven smith. Our success is beyond all anticipation. The general 
delights to relies e the people noith of the Kansas from the burden. 

By order of Major-General Curtis: 

C. S. CHARLOT, 

Major and JsCtsiant AdjuUmt-ilenerul. 


From the same point 1 telegraphed General IJosecrans, as follows: 

IxiiiAN Cnr.KK, Oviolnr 23, ISOi—LdO p. m. 

Major-General Roskcuaxs : 

Your dispatch duly received. I have had a hard fight this morning bid'ore the 
rebels gave way, buib about an hour ago General Pleasonton’s forc(‘s crowded the 
enemy on my lelt and his rout was complete. IIi‘ now retreats cautiously, but as 
fast as possible. My borses are in tine condition and we caii (‘outinue the pursuit 
with success if provisions can lie hrought forward fast enough. 

Very respeetfully, 

S. K. CdlRTLS, 
Major-Oeneral. 


To this ill the evening' 1 i‘e(*eivod the following* reply: 

1nD3':ptcnt>knck, Mo., Odoher 23, 1804 — S,4o p. m. 

Major-C i eiieral C rnTis, 

Indian Creel, Mo.: 

Your dispatch 2.3U p. ni. received. Am happy to have such good news. I repeat 
my Ixdief exprt^ssed in > esterday^s dispatch to you that our combined forces can bring 
Price to grief. Infantiy command cun co-operate, reaching Little Santa h'd to-mor¬ 
row evening, perliaps further. Will use every availabh‘ m(ums of traiispoptation to 
supply you via Pleasant Hill. Please use your iulimuicc to get the Kansas peo])le tt> 
sinjplV Pleasonton’b horses. The result will amply pay them. ’• 

^ W. ROSECRANiS, 

I Major-C encral. 

Having* thus dis]}ose(l of the niilitin, (lovernor Carney and (General 
Deitzler returned to direct their homeward march and muster cait of 
tliose living north of us. General Pleasonton, with his division and my 
regular volunteers and militia residing sontli of Kansas Itiver, now 
resumed the pursuit, arriving at Little Santa Fe about dark, when 1 
forwarded to you the following dispatidi: 

llKADorAiiTEns Aimv of the Border, 

Utile 8anfa Fe, Oeiober 23, 1801 — 3.30 o\‘loelc, 

Major-General ITalleck, 

JVanhiiujton, J>. C.: 

The enemy is in full retreat and mucli demoralized. 1T(‘ moves directly south 
on and near the Lim* road, (xeneral Pleasonton united liis forces uith mine at 2 
o’clock. Our losses are inconsideralde. Wo lost one gun yesterday and took one 
to-day. The pursuit will be renewed at daylight. After four days’ ()hHtinate hglit- 
ing the men and horses are much exhausted and must have a little rest. 

S. R. CURTIS, 

Major-General. 

On the 24tli of October, at an early hour, we resumed the pursutt, 
General Blunt taking the advance as commander of the Kansas troops, 
whicli I now denominated as the First Division, and General Pleasonton 
following with his dhusion, comprising Missouri, Iowa*, Indiana, and 
other troops, which I denominated a Second Division according to the 
rank of the major-generals. 


^For version of this dispatch as sent by Rosecraus, see Part IV, 
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My telegraph to you en route Avas indicative of the incidents of the 
day: 

llEAixirAUTEUs iN^ Tin: Field, 

October Ji, 1S(J4—13 m. 

Major-Geiioral TIalleck, 

JVoshhfgtoii, T), C,: 

My pursuit of rii(‘(‘ lias oxtouded down tlio Liiu* road op])Osit(‘ <o Paola. He 
makes rapid proj>»re&s, but d(‘ad liorg<‘s and debris show liis deiiioraliiied and desti¬ 
tute couditioii and my probaldc suc*cc.ss in ovcrliaulim* him. 

S. J{. (^UKTIS, 

Major-Oenmit, 

1 also sent the coniinander, (’oloiicl Drake, at Paola, intelligence of 
my progress as folloAvs: 

In IME Fii.LD, ON Lim: Iioad, 

October 3i, IftGi — m. 

Colonel DuaIvE: 

Your posi and all norih are now safe against Price’s niovenuMits, as tbo advance of 
my pursuit is now south of you and »'i' ‘‘.I'.jl i. pidly. I hope fresh inounted 
troops will x^ress down on Price’s tlanlx '-v . . I Scott road, and by trav'cliug 
night and day strik<‘ his train. lie is ’ is hca\y baggage along the road, 

hut m.ikiiig r.ijiid jirogress <lu<‘ south. ' ■ • he may move against h’ort Scott, 

imt pn him so hard to-night lie will not dare to make the divergence. Try 
to iiress xirovisions to supxily us as we go or on our return 

S. K. (dlKTIS, 

Me(jor-(re ueraL 

Oiir trains could not overtak<^ ns and we had to ])h*k up forage and 
food hy the way, as o(*casion offered. Portunately tlic enemy left cat¬ 
tle along tli(' road which generally supplied ns. W(‘ halted to kill some 
of these near West Point wlien night overtook ns. After about two 
hours’ rest and refreshment, mainly on fresh beef without salt or bread, 
I ordered the ina-reh resumed, (General Pleavsonton’s division alternat¬ 
ing in taking the advan(j(‘, and at <S o’clock it moved on cautiously, the 
night being very dark and rainy. xVlxmt 1 a. m. of tbe25tb Geueral 
Sanborn, in the c.xtrenic advan(*e, halted, sending back int(dligence of 
his arrival near the Marais dcs Cygnes (x)ronoiiueed in the country 
Mary de Zeno), where the enemy was in great force. I sent tbrward 
Major Weed, Major McKenny, and Major Hunt to reconiioiter the 
X)remises, and direet(‘d General Sauborn to o])en on the enemy with 
artillery, de-igniug to iuterrxix)t his repose rather than make an assault, 
but the darkness, rain, and washed I'oads precluded it. Major Hunt 
formed three scpiadrons of the Second (’olorado Eeginieut in'advance, 
close on the eiunny, and dir(‘ete<l them to drive the cnemy^s pickets in 
and take possession ol* one or two mounds that occupy an isolated 
position on the north side of the stream. Tiiese daring troops gal¬ 
lantly opened the (*ontest about a. m., carrying out this order, 
assisted l)y (Colonel Gravely and a [lortion of the Sixth and Eighth 
Missouri State Militia. 

BATTLK MAUAIS 1)KS OTUNKS. 

The enemy had gone into camp in the timber skirting the Marais des 
Gygues near the town of Trading Post, making hres and other exten¬ 
sive arraugemeuts for rest and refreshments. My day and night’s 
march brought my advance close upon them about 12 m. of the 25th, 
and at 3 o’clock Major Hunt led three companies of the Second Colorado 
to attack and take a monud whi<*h commands the valley of the stream. 
This was gallantly execut(*d. I had sent a. special order to General 
Sanborn, who commanded the advance brigade, by Major Weed, to 
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push forward artillery and open at long range. This was retarded 
by the darkness, but" the artillery fire eommenced about 4: a. m. As 
daylight approached our troops deployed, moving in line against the 
enemy, who still occupied one of the hills and the timber skirting the 
stream. As our lines rose steadily on the side liill the enemy’s force 
on the summit melted away, till finally our forces had secured all the 
commanding positions with very little loss. Skirmishers moved into 
the timber, when the rebel camp was deserted in great confusion. A 
wstand was made at the river crossing, where the enemy was felling trees 
and firing cannon, but our advan(*e was so close upon them they left 
their guns and the ford, retreating in disorder. Cattle, camp equip¬ 
ment, negroes, provisions partly cooked, and stolen goods were 
scattered over miles of the forest camp, and along the lines of the 
retreat. Few were killed on either side as the night and early 
morn attack created a general fright in the rebel lines and only 
random shots on either side, General ISanborn’s brigade, ])eiiig in 
advance, and the Colorado squadrons, assisted by my escort, which 
came up early in the skirmish, did most of the work. After following 
in hot pursuit for a mile General Sanborn halted his brigade for break¬ 
fast, while General Pleasonton led the advance with the remainder of 
his division. This battle of Marais des Cygnes was a gallant affair, 
commenced in a dark rainy night and consummated at early dawn after 
a day and night march, to the surprise and horror of Price’s forces. 
They burned a public store-house formerly used by our pickets and fired 
many haystacks in the vicinity, but their loss of two guns, many cattle, 
sheep, and thousands of little necessaries for sleeping and carrying 
supplies, were serious losses to the enemy. General Sanborn being 
afterward separated with General Pleasonton from my command reported 
to General Kosecrans, so that I cannot give his vorsion of this and 
other events of this day’s transactions. Major Weed, additional aide- 
de-camp, of my staff, reports concerning his detached duties as follows. 
After reporting the matter of a proposed movement to the left by 
General Pleasonton, which I rejected as likely to separate ns on the 
march of the 24th, he says: 

The pursuit was continued regularly until 8 p. m., at which hour wo reached West 
Point, when the division of General Pleasonton was placed in the advance for a 
night march, and at midnight reached the \ iciiiity of Trading Post, a small settle¬ 
ment at the crossing of Marais des Cygnes, and halted. I immediately proceeded to 
the front, in company with Major McKenny, to ascertain the cause of the halt, and 
learned from Brigadier-General Sanhorn that his advance had struck the enemy 
column on a high mound half a mile north of the town, and that owing to the dark¬ 
ness of the night and want of knowledge of the country he could not and would not 
assume the responsil'Mity of m ■ i-ig r.i x farther until daylight. On making these 
facts known to the < •loi . ■ g. •‘.‘ra’. he ordered the artillery of General Sau- 
born^s brigade forward to open at once on the enemy^s line. At 4 a. m. on the 25th, 
no tiring having been heard, I was directed to go to the front and ascertain why the 
artillery had not been opened as directed some hours previous. On arriving there I 
found the battery just going into position about half a mile from the position occu¬ 
pied hTjf the enemy during the night, and four guns were very soon opened on the 
crest of this mound. After a few shots had been hred Maj. E. H. Hunt rode up from 
our skirmish line and begged them to cease tiring from that point, as their shells 
were falling in the midst ot our own men, who had already driven the enemy fi-om 
their position. I then learned from Major Hunt that three companies of the Second 
Colorado Cavalry, who had been in ^ the day and night previous, had, 

in the darkness and rain, pushed forwara without support and gained possession of 
giis commanding point. On returning to report to the commanding general I met 
Brigadier-General Sanborn, who had just loft his quarters, and informed him of the 
facts above stated. I remained with the major-general commanding until Philips' 
brigade had crossed the stream at Trading Post, when I was ordered over with a 
message to General Pleasonton, and after delivering it proceeded to the front with. 
Colonel Blair and Maj. E. H, Hunt. 
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Major Hunt, my of artillery, who commenced this contest at 
the Trading Post or Marais des Cygnes, says, after siieakiug of our 
march on the 24th: 

The comuiandiug geueral iusibletl ou the troops keeping on the shortest line. 
Marched all day and night j distance, probably fifty miles. Before daylight ou the 
morning of the 25tli I directed Captain Kingsbury, who commanded three squad¬ 
rons of the Colorado troops, to take the hill on the left of the road, which he did in 
connection with Colonel (Inn ely, who commanded this picket-line, drhdng the enemy 
across the Marais des Cygnes, •where they had felled trees to obstruct our passage. 
Quite a spirited engagement oeeuried during tbe passage of the creek. Our forces 
crossed and resumed the* pursuit on a run. Tlie enemy 02 >ened with a number of 
guns, one of wdiich w^as eaiitiired. 

Maj. T. 1. M(*Keiiiiy, aidp-de-oaiu]) mid my inspector-general, thus 
reports concerning' tlie niglit and morning operations of the 24th anti 
25th: 


The eommand was halted by order of the major-general commanding about night¬ 
fall to cook some heef at a small place called West Point. At H p. m. an order came 
from the major-general commanding directing Creneral Blunt to remain in present 
position, tliat General Pleasonton would take the advance. Proceeded until 3 o’clock 
at night, it being exceodingl> dark and raining. When the column halted I was 
ordered forward to ascertain the cause. Found General McNeil, who said he had his 
instructions from (General Sanborn, in advance, to halt and build fires to di*y. At 
this time an order <*aine from the front te ’ qres. 1 reported these facts, 

when I was again OKlered to tbe front to ■ • • General Sanborn the cause 

of the halt. Found General Sanborn in bed some two miles in advance, and about 
throe miles from Trading Post. He told me he had ascertained to his satisfaction 
that the enemy was in full force, iieiluips 10,000 strong, immediately on the high hiUs 
in his front, and that he thought it unsafe to proceed farther. These facts being 
communicated wo l)ivoua(‘ked for the night. Octob(*r 25, General Pleasonton in the 
advance skirmished vv ith the enemy across the Marais des Cygnes. 

During that night (5-euevaLs PleavSonton, Lane, and myself traveled 
most of the tijiio between the divisions, but at early dawn we went for¬ 
ward and saw most of the c()ntii(‘t, espc^eially the acivance of our troops 
on the plain and the taking of the mounds. We also joined the advance 
movement in the timber, while our ti’oops were skirmishing with the 
foe and driving him from the crossing. 

Brigadier-tJeneral Sanborn and the troops of his brigade, MajorWeed, 
Major Hunt, and Major McKeiiny, of my staff, deserve special commen¬ 
dation for their efforts in this battle of the Marais des Cygnes. 

BATTLE OF Tllli OSAGE, OOTOBEK 25, 1804. 

Mine Creek, a bran(di of the Osage, and the Osage at this iioint, are 
small streams several miles apart, both skirted with timber and sur¬ 
rounded by open ])rairie country. After the affair of Trading Post, 
considerable (lelay and consequent separation of troops had occurred 
at the crossing of the Marais des Cygnes. While General Sanborn 
halted to breakfast his brigade General Pleasonton led the advance, 
consisting mainly of Colonels Benteen’s and Philips’ brigades, in rapid 
farther pursuit of the <memy. About three miles from Trading Post 
the enemy formed on the north side of Mine Creek and made stubborn 
resistance. The brigade of Ccdonel Philiiis, composed of Missouri 
troops, came*, into line of battle and commenced firing at long range, 
his m(m displaying good discipline and great gallantry. Colonel Ben- 
teen, whose brigade comprised Iowa, Indiana, and other troops, came 
up on the left of this line. Meantime the heavy roar of cannon induced 
me to hurry forward my own escort, with two little howitzers and other 
artillery, at the utmost s])eed. Colonel Benteen met some of my staff 
officers ou his arrival at the left, who suggested an immediate cavalry 
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charge. The colonel had already resolved on this movement, and only 
waited for the same order to be commmiicat(‘d to Colonel Philips. 
Maior Weed conveyed the order to Colonel Philips. Colonel Benteen’s 
brigade came into line in a moment and dashed against the enemy’s 
right, outflanking and surrounding it, gaining ])osition on and beyond 
the creek. Colonel Philips also, with his brigade, moved quickly upon 
the enemy, so as to vsurround or overpower a large detachment of them, 
who immediately surrendered as prisoners of war (among them were 
two rebel generals, Marmaduke and Cabell), killing another (General 
Gi^aham), and many colonels and othei olTti('ers, and taking altogether 
500 or 000 men. General Pleasonton, being in command of the advance, 
had directed the general movement and took an active part in the field. 
General Lane, (’oloiiel Blair, Colonel Crawford, Colonel Itoberts, Major 
Weed, Major McKeuny, Major Hunt, and Major Curtis, of my volun¬ 
teer and regular staft*, and Captain Hinton and others of General Blunt’s 
staif, were also V(Ty active in the field on this occasion, which occupied 
perhaps thirty minutes. 

I directed Colonel Blair, who prc^sented General Marmaduke to me as 
a prisoner of war, to turn him over to Lieutenant Colonel Scars, Eight¬ 
eenth U. S. Colored Troops, whom 1 directed to act as provost-marshal 
and take charge of the prisoners. I also detailed a reginumt of Mis¬ 
souri troops to take charge of them, soon after informijig General San¬ 
born and Gen<^ral Pleasonton of the detail. All this transpired as we 
moved forward, crossing Mine Creek, and while the advance was still 
skirmishing with the eiieiiD. The rear brigades were also coming up at 
full speed and the enemy again forming on a hill about a mile in front. 
This i)oint he soon abandoned, and we halted to form and (dose up our 
extended lines. After our r<^ar baigades came near the whole for(‘e 
advanced with caution in two lines, our skirmishers pressing the enemy 
beyond the ridge which divides Mine Creek and Osage. He now 
formed on the Osage, and the rear of our troops still being far behind, 
although I had repeatedly sent orders to hurry them up, I inentioncil 
the matter to General Pleasonton as somewhat remarkable. Tie told 
meGeneral McNeil seemed insubordinate or 3*c.:h i \ fi:! of his orders and 
did not come forward as directed. His larigadc being in front of Gen¬ 
eral Blunt’s division any delay by General llcNeil also di^layed all th(‘ 
Kansas troops. I then sent my jhLi-I.icL Major Chariot, with a spe<*ial 
order, which brought forward the brigade of General McNeil at the 
utmost speed of his horses. On reporting to me the gcaieral said his 
delay was no fault of his, and it was evident General Pleasontoii’s 
orders had never reached him, w'hich caused some misunderstanding. 
And he further assured me that I would find him ready to obey all 
orders as promptly as possible. I directed him to d(‘ploy as qui(*k as 
possible and take the advance, which he did with great success. I also 
told him to continue to report to General Pleasonton, who commanded 
the division. Before this occurred, the skirmivsh line reporting to me 
as broken down from fatigue, General Sanborn, at my instance, luwl 
changed them by placing Colonel Cloud, of my staff, with soane of tlu", 
Se(H)nd Kansas Volunteers, on this duty. Bntei'ing fields and forests 
Colonel Cloud continued the skirmishing to the valley of the Osage and 
beyond the stream. Meantime General McNeil, with his brigade, soon 
broke the lines of the rebels that had extended for miles on the heights 
beyond the Osage, and after about an houPs fighting in corn-fields and 
timber, where our troops manifested great gallantry in repeated charges, 
the enemy again broke in great (lisorder, scattering anus, utensils, 
wagons, and all kinds of equipments over the field. General Blunt’s 
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division came up rapicll^^ about the (*lose of tliis battle of tlie Osag*e and 
began to deploy, but the fligbt of tlie enemy v^as so rapid I could not 
get all the troops in line before it was necessary to resume the inarch 
in column. All this conflict between Mine Creek and Osage, and in¬ 
cluding the fighting at both streams, occupied some two hours or more, 
and as the accompanying map** will show you, extended over several 
miles ot onward march. 

Being mostly a ])rairie country the tnjops of both armies were in fall 
view, and the rapid onward movement of the whole force presented the 
most extensive, beautiful, and animated view of hostile armies I have 
ever witnessed. Spread over vast prairies, some moving at fall speed in 
column, some in double lines, and others as skirmishers, groups striv¬ 
ing in utmost efforts, and shifting as occasion requii'ed, while the great 
clouds of living masses moved steadily southward, presented a picture 
of prairie scenery siudi as neither man nor pencil can delineate. 

T present extracts from the reports of my comrades who mingled 
bravely in the great panorama, showing some of the details of this 
eventful struggle. 

Colonel Blair, now acting on my staff*, after detailing his movements 
at or near Marais dos Oygnes, |says]: 

I here foil inANitb Major of jour staif, and Surgeon V\‘ilgn!nott. \v© 

advanced in front of tlie l<‘ft of our line. Ou an eminence in rear o.‘ w '\> v>' i lit ir last 
line of brtllc ^^as formed u e came across an abandoned wagon, the iirst I bad seen 
since the burning ones south of their cam}). Finding a lot of hooks, letters, and 
])aperH of various kinds in the wagon wo stopped a few minutes to make a hasty 
examination of i lie contents, and on resuming our forward movement I observed that 
the brigade on our right was some distance past « . e were still in advan<*e 

of the one ou our (mkI of the lim‘. Arriving on whii h forms the snin- 

rait level between the Marais de.s Cygnes and Osage, we again saw tb<‘ enemy’s lino, 
and at this time it v as ident be v as in full force, nltbough his w Iiole line was not 
\isibl(‘, Ills right )>eiiig behind the brow of a hill which desceinled into Mine Creek. 
;Meam\hile the gallant brigaile onourri..' advancing, with skirmishers 

well out, though brought to a check, :i s • ip])orted, in the face of this 

I. . ! ^ ibree. The artillerywas jdayiiigvPb l’--.'.''‘ . udconsiderahlo 

ertecT. 1 looked at the enemy’s lim‘, close, serried, i i i i . 1 looked at the 

dauntless little hiigado vliieh v as unflinching aiiii sreadiast in us front, and then 
turned to the rear, and it S(‘(‘mcd a fearful distance to the head of the supporting 
column. I (‘ailed Major W<‘ed’s attention to the situation, and he galloped to the 
rear to hurry forward ro-<‘nforcemeiits, as it was evidf^nt here the battle was to 
fought and the desp(‘rati* issim joined on which the fat(* of the south tier of Kansas 
at least d(‘p(*ndcd. *■■■“. ’ j aloimtosee if possible how far the right extended 

behind the cover of ■ . ,10 bursting in th(i air and the tearing up of the earth 

soon satisftod mi* 1hat th(‘y were flring canister at an oui‘my that tli(‘y suiiposed was 
advancing on their right and hidden from view by the aecli\ ity immediately in their 
front. This conviction on their part, Tam satisfied, saved the brigade on our right, 
as a rapid and vigorous advaiici^ at that time would either have overwhelmed or ut¬ 
terly ])ut it to rout, I moved to the right to get out of the sweep of the canister 
and then advaiuedtill their extreme right Avas (levidoped to view, and then rode rap¬ 
idly to the r(‘ar Avith a tolerably full uiiderstandiug of the situation. Meeting Col¬ 
onel CraAv ford hut a short distance back 1 explained matters to him very hastily, 
told him tliey had commenced ('auist(‘r-tiring, and urged him to go liack and liurry 
u]) the troo])’s, as he Avas aciiuainted with most of the brigade officers of General 
Pleasonton’s (Imsion and 1 had no acipiuintance Avhatover Avdth any of them. He 
agreed to do so and again started to the rear. I then moved otf to the brigade on 
our right, and wh(‘n I aiTiv(‘d there found it imgagcd at long range and halted for our 
other troops to eomi* up iu lino. The enemy’s artillery was ])layiug ou this line AAdth 
fearful ctfeet and Ave In . but musketry to reply, but the men Avere steady 

and sclf-possess(‘d and j ■ asy nuder the lire. 1 (tonh» know how long it was 

before the oilier brigade came np. To mo it seemcil a long time, and T hail ridden 
from this brigade back toward the enemy’s right once or fcwico before it came np. 
When i t did come ou line the whole command ailA'anced * "■i’"" " r and for a time 
the lire Avas incessant and terrific. Both linos seemed ‘ ■ -(■ ‘ adamant—one 

' To appear in the Atlas. 
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c«iild not advaiK'e; the other would not recede. The crash of iiiiisketry, the scream 
of shell, the hissing sound of canister and ])alls, mingled with the shouts of the 
soldiers njid the cries of the wounded, set off, too, by the walls of fire in fiont and 
girdles of steel behind, which marked both lines, fonned a scene more easily remem¬ 
bered than described. V £■ this terrible conflict I passed along the whole line 
and met your gallant (■■..■'■■■r'- everywhere, counseling, encouraging, exhorting, 
and commanding, and the tenor of the whole was '^Charge!’’ It was evident that 
our only safety was in a successful charge by which we might capture the guns. 
At length the inoYement commenced, slowly at first but ■ ■ ■' r-n in Telocity until 
it swept on resistless as an avalanche. A rush, a scramb!^. .sioi was over. The 
guns were captured, the enemy broken and flying to the rear, while our victorious 
squadrons were in almost breathless pursuit. So rapidly was this accomplished 
that when our left pushed forward into a field on the south side of the ravine the 
shell from our own artillery was crashing right into their midst. I was to the right 
of this, but so close that I could see this result, and also see Captain Hinton, of Gen¬ 
eral Blunt^s staff, in the midst of our \dctoriou8 line. Pushing rapidly forward I 
witnessed the capture of Major-General Marmaduke hy Corpl. James Dunlavy, of 
Company D, Third Iowa Cavalry. Marmaduke was endeavoring to rally his men 
and Dnnlavy w’as galloping toward him, occasionally firing at him. Marmaduke 
evidently mistook him for one of his own men and started toward him, reproving 
him for firing on his friends. At least I so judged from what I could see and hear, 
and so the hoy afterward told me. The hoy stopped and coolly w^aited until Marma¬ 
duke got within twenty or thirty rods of him, then covered him with his carbine and 
ordered him to dismount and surrender or he would tire. Marmaduke dismounted 
and his horse galloped off. Seeing that I was an officer the hoy proposed to turn 
him over to me, hut I declined being bothered with a prisoner. General Marmaduke 
then said: Sir, you are an officer. I claim protection at your hamls. I am a gen¬ 
eral officer—General Marmaduko.^^ I then took charge of him and informed him 
that I would j)rotect Mm until delivered to you as a prisoner of war, at which he 
seemed very much relieved. The hoy then spoke up and said, ‘^Colonel, remember 
I took him prisoner; I am James Dunlavy, corporal of Company D, Third Iowa Cav¬ 
alry. I told the boy (who was severely w^oimded in the right forearm, but who 
still grasped his pistJd with vigor and energy) to come along also, and he should 
have the honor of being introduced to jon as the captor of Marmaduke. On the 
way General Marmaduke complained of being dismounted, and Dunlavy promptly 
apologized, saying, "‘If I had known you were a general officer I should have allowed 
you to remain on horseback.’’ Marmaduke then informed me that he was very faint 
and weak and could not walk much farther. Meeting a soldier with a led horse I 
took charge of him and mounted my prisoner. 8oon after this I met Major Mc- 
Kenny, of your staff, and proffered to turn the prisoner over to him, but he was too 
intent on getting to the front to he troubled with him. On my way back I saw 
one or two general officers, but preferred delivering my prisoner to the commanding 
general of the Army of the Border, and you will remember that I accordingly placed 
him in yonr own hands, at the same time introducing his raptor, giving "his full 
name, company, and regiment. This is tlie true, unvarnished story of the capture 
of Marmaduke, about which there has been so much misrepresentation in the news¬ 
papers. 

Having rid myself of this responsibility, I again hurried to the front. When I over¬ 
took the advance I found it halted at the foot of the precipitous mounds descending 
into the Osage Valley. Leaving Colonel Cloud, of your stafl*, here, Captain Hinton 
and myself pushed forward on to the skirmish line, away in the advance, almost as 
far as we could see over the smooth jirairie, and on arriving there we could plainly 
see the rebel column moving straight in the direction of Fort fc^cott. At the same 
time a smaller column was effecting a junction with it and came from a point to our 
right higher up the Osage, and which was most probably the force engaged hy 
Colonel Moonlight near Fort Lincoln. The column in our front moved off and disap- 

r.r:^ ■c*-.'— 5- while our own line still remained stationary in our rear. I picked 
. :*‘ , ■■ ■: the skirmish line, who belonged to the Second Kansas Cavalry, 
and sent him back with a message to Colonel Cloud, requesting him to get Goner’al 
Pleasonton to move forward, as I feared for Fort Scott, and at the same time got a 
citizen who had come forward with us to make a detour to the right and try to reach 
Fort Scott with a verbal message for the commanding officer to hold out to the last 
if the enemy struck him, as we were immediately upon his rear. Minutes passed and 
still our line did not move. I grew impatient and sent another man of the Second 
Kansas with a second message to Colonel Cloud, requesting him to see you and tell 
you that the enemy was moving in a direct line toward Fort Scott, and that to save 
it something must he done immediately. I feared that some one unacquainted 
with the topography of the country had led you to believe that the enemy was diverg¬ 
ing to the east, as I knew at that time he was not. At length my aus))ense was 
ended, and the line began to move, and from this on there was no unnecessary delay. 
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Simultaneously tlie skirmisli line also advanced. I v'aited until General Pleasonton 
came up (he being -with the advance), explained to him the topography of the 
country, the direction the enemy had^ taken, my fears for Fort Scott, its situation, 
amount of stores, &c., and then hurried forward again to the skirmish line. 

It is proper to say liere tliat the delay at the mound spoken of and 
subsequently on the summit was only sufficient for General McJSTeiPs 
brigade to come up and take the advance, which seemed absolutely 
necessary to relieve the weary troops that had before acted in front. 
Fort Scott was Colonel lUair’s home and his regular i)ost, and a few 
moments seemed to him a long period, besides Colonel Cloud was then 
in the advance by my orders, leading the skirmishers, and could not have 
received Colonel Blair’s refiorts. 

The movement was then rapid and continuous till iho skirmish line was checked 
near the verge of the Osage timber. The woods seemed alive with rebel soldicvvS 
but in rapid motion. The skirmishers kei>tnp occasional liriiigafc them until the 
advance brigade came up and we all charged rapidly down into the timber, but 
the enemy disappear(‘d before our arrival. Chlonm Cloud was in the charge, with 
about sixty veterans of the Second Kansas Cavalry. He halted in the timlier to 
rest his horses for a few minutes and I passed on with the advance brigade, which 
I think was Brigadier-General McNeiTs. At all events it was commanded by a general 
officer. We followed down the stream some distance, crossed at the ford, and just as 
we were emerging from the timber on the south side the head of the column was 
fired on by the enemy’s skirmishers. We soon dislodged them, however, and pushed 
on toward a corn-field on the left of the road. The head of the column was hero 
checked by a heavy fire from the field, and it was evident another battle was to be 
fought. Accordingly the general (McNeil) formed his biigado in close column of 
companies, and matlo tnem a little speech while forming to the effect that it made 
no difference whether there was 1,000 or 10,000men in that field, he wanted them to 
ride right over them. The men rGHi)onded with a yell, the dismounted skinnishers 
tore down the fence in the face of a galling fire, and the column swept through it like a 
tornado. In the rear of the corn-field another line was formed on the prairie, the right 
resting on a skirt of timber fringing a small stream, while the advance of the brigade, 
rapidly deploying into line, charged and broke thorn at the first onset. A third line 
of battle was formed still farther to tlio rear, in a low basin, where there had been 
an evident intention to encamp, which was suiTOiinded by a semicircle of hills, 
where they held us at bajr under a severe fire for about twenty minutes or more, and 
until the whole brigade formed in line and charged. Before this impetuous charge 
they were again broken, and as I passed through their temporary halting place there 
was abundant evidence of the haste they were in, in the broken wagons, dismounted 
forges, jffagmeniary mess-<‘hests, and smashed crockery with which the ground was 
strewn. The chase this time continued about a mile to the top of the hill south of 
the valley of the Osage, and on getting view of the enemy from the summit of the 
hill I was gratified to observe that he was bearing very palpably to the east, thus 
giving mo my first reasonable hope that Port Scott might be spared. I noticed, too, 
with increased satisfaction, that we were at least a mile east of the wire road and 
that for the first time the enemy’s direction was turned from this place. Satisfied 
that I could render no further service, I determined to come directly here(Fort Scott) 
to see to a certainty whether the post which was my special care was safe or not, 
and to satisfy those cravings of hunger which, though persistently ignored-for three 
days and nights, would still, despite of resolutions, occasionally become clamorous. 

I refrain from adding tlie glowing complimeiits properly bestowed on 
otbers of my staff by Colonel Blair, altbougb lie and they deserve aU 
he has written, for nndouhtedly much of the success of this day’s oper¬ 
ations is due to their unceasing and extraordinary efforts. 

Col. W. F. Cloud, acting on my staff, with a small detachment of his 
own regiment (Second Kansas), reports these battles as follows: 

Accompanied by a small detachment of Kansas Cavalry (the Second), commanded 
by Sergeant Peck, 1 moved forward in the space between our extreme right and the 
left, giving such orders and oucouragement to our forces as seemed necessary, 
In this order we (*aine to a rebel battery, the men of which had ceased to fight 
from fear, at which a rebel colonel (Jeffers) surrendered to me, claiming protec¬ 
tion for himself and men. Giving such directions as seemed proper for guarding 
the prisoners, I msved to another part of tho field, assisting in arresting prisoners 



500 


LiJUISIANA ANJ) THE TRANS-MIS>:iISSIPlT. 


[Chap. LIU. 


; ■ r---*’-’' pieces of artillery ahandoiied by tlie rebels in tbeir retreat 

. creek. Seeing General Pleasonton upon the field near to a sec¬ 
tion oV artillery, 1 «'■. i " ■ and reported facts as directed, and then observing 

that lie-was diiect. , ■ -i our artillery upon a detaehinent of our o'wn troops 
I so informed him, l)ut was rebuked. Still x)ersisting in my statements, I had them 
contiruied by an olfic er from the detachment under fire, V’hose assurances were united 
'with niy ov"n and prevailed upon the general to give the ordtu* to cease firing, say¬ 
ing at the same time, “ Yousliould carry your colors upon the battle-field.^’ "• ^ 

At the order of General fiaiiborn the Second Kansas Cavalry Tras moved forward as 
skirmishers, some mounted, some dismounted, a3id drove the enemy out of the woods 
and across the river. Here the enemy had another line formed, and our troops, were 
ordered forward, the Second Kansas rcmamiug* in its position on the right, and in 
this order, pressiug forward, we reached from light to loft in the form of a crescent, 
wliich placed us in the advance of the center. When the rebels retreated from our 
steadily advancing army, my command had the advance from the .'.•Iv.iv.t. 
formation of the ground, a:.d h :idi‘ in this maimer pursued the enen \ I'U- 'i , ^ 

tance of three miles in a < o!iri'i!i*»’..>- charge until compelled to halt from sheer 
exhaustion of the* horses, many of them tailing under their riders. 

Colonel Cloud was very active during the campaign, and his immedi¬ 
ate connection with the capture of Colonel Jeffers and the ])attery of 
rebel guns at Mine Creek and leading the skirmishers at the Osage, are 
distinguished achievements which ought to secure his promotion. 

Major Weed, of niy staff*, additional aide-de-camp and commissary o(* 
musters of my department, also participated in this day’s fight, and 
reports his detached services as follows: 

I remained with the major-general conmianding until Philips’ brigade had crossed 
the stream at Trading Post, when I was ordered over with a message to General 
Pleasonton, and after delivering it proceeded to the front with Colonel Pdair and 
Maj. P. H. Hunt. Three miles south of Tr.i-V P-st, with Mine Crock in their 
rear, we found the entire fighting force of ■.‘m • ■ ... (Shelby’s division excepted) 
drawn up in lino of liattle. As only one l)rigad<‘ of our own 1 1 oop'. lui d come up, 1 rode 
a sbovt distance back on a road running parallel with j.ud to ilio loft of the one 
on wliich Philips’ brigade had marched, and vi‘ry soon met Lioutenaut-C’oloiud 
Uentecn at the head of his lirigade, and informed him of the position of the enemy. 
He pushed rapidly forward, and on coming in sight of the rebel lino at once 
formed his brigade for a charge. I then started to return to the troops already on 
the field, to urge upon the commanding ofiBcor a charge at the same moment with that 
of Benteen. Before reaching the command, however, I 'was accosted by an ofiicer 
who pointed to the right center regiment of Philips’ brigade, and asked me to take 
that regiment into action, and to tell the men their colonel would soou be with them. 
He then rode ofi'at a rapid pace in a northwesterly direction, probably on some 
urgent mission. I at once rode to the head of the I'cgimeiit indicated, gave the 
+be officers, and to lessen as much as possible f bo de]>ressing ofieefc of 

... -‘i' ■ j officer’s absence upon the men, charged with and in advance of 

them. As Tliey came near enough to the enemy’s line to oj^en lire I crossed their 
front an<l took ])osition in the line on the right, where, in con.iuuctiou with IMaj. K. 
H. Hunt, I did what I could to encourage and urge it forward. After the enemy’s 
line had been broken and his whole force put to flight, I rod(‘ to the left of our line 
and assisted in gatheringtogether and sending to the rear a large number of prison¬ 
ers who had been captur(‘d with the artill(*ry taken by Benteen’s brigade. \VhiI(‘ 
engaged iu thisdut.yl heard of the capture of General Mariiiadnk(‘, and sometw(mty 
minutes later, meeting General Pleasonton, who was .just coming to the field, J 
informed him of the fact, also telling him that Mariiiadnko had already be<'n 
sent to the rear. I then, at his request, took several siiuads of our men who had 
been separated from their commands during the charge and proceeded to pick up 
prisoners, V ho were scattoed over every part of the battle-ground, some under 
guard and many making their way to tbe rear without guards and no guides except 
their own fears. After having perforiued this duty, I reported to the conunaiiding 
general (av ho had already erosae<l Mine Creek) and was directed to prpoeed to the 
rear and urge forward the division of Major-General Blunt and the brigade of 
General McNcul with all possible speed. These troops bad been delayed liy th(i 
breaking doAvn of some transportation wagons at the most difficult point of 
crossing, and some time elap ed before the road could bo opened. I retnrn6(l to the 
front Avitli (Jeneral McNeil and Major Chariot, and on arriving tliere reported to and 
remained with the eoiuiuaudiug general until nearly sundoAvn. 
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Maj. S. S. Curtis, Second Colorado, and an aide-de-camp on my .staff, 
after tlie close of the fight at the Marais des Cygiies, went forward with 
General Pleasontoii, and reimrts as follows concerning- mattei-s at the 
battle of Osage: 

1 oveitook General Ploasonton and rode with kiln for some distance. When about 
three miles from Marais des Cygnes we commenced to hear firing at the front, and 
General Ploasonton sent orders back for McNeil and ISanbom to hurry forward with 
all practicahle dispatch, while we pushed forward at a trot and canter. When we first 
heard the firing Benteen^s brigade was on a parallel road to the one we'were on and 
to our right, lie immediately put his command on the gallop and we fell to the rear 
of his column, as the roads soon came together. Benteen’s brigade broke into regi- 
ifiental columns as they approached the hattlo-iield, and as they came up on the left 
of Philips^ brigade went forward into line and right on into the charge. Tlie enemy 
was cannonading Philips’ brigade when we came into sight, but the musketry firing 
had nearly ceased, tleiieral Ploasonton requested me to take his escort company 
and support a section of a battery which Just th(‘u came up. General Pleasonton 
went forward, and I directed the licuteiiaut to post his guns on a small elevation 
and shell the (*neiii>’s right whei'e the artillery was ])osted. But two shots were fired 
when I heard the yells raised by Beiiteeu’s brigade and saw the enemy’s line 
breaking. 1 * ordered the guns forward to a better position, and had 

Just got them ■ • when General banhoru rode up and directed the lieutenant 

to lire upon S()m(3 troops on the south side of Mine Greek, and on our extreme left. 1 
felt doubtful as to whether they were rebels or our own troops, but a second thought 
made me conclude* thi*y w’ere rel)els. Four shots were fined at them when 1 saw by 
their falling ]>aek lo our liiu's that they must be our own men. 1 rode forward to 
the guns to stop tlu‘ir firing, when Generals Sanhoru and Pleasonton l>oth rode up and 
ordered them to e<‘as(*. At this time the enemy’s cannonading on our right had not 
yet ceased. The cueniy by this time being in lull retreat, with the exception of 
their extreme lotfi, which could scarcely ho reached with artillery from where we 
were without danger to our command, and directly in front of us,' our troops were 
immediately on the heels of the retreating rebels. *1 told tlie lieutenant in charge of 
tho guns to tbllow as fast as he could, wliilc I, with the escort company, pushed 
forward to rejoin (icni^ral I’h'asontou. A short distance before reaching the creek I 
found Major Weed, who told me of tlie capture of General IMariiladuke. I imshed on 
and told General Fleusonton, and Just as 1 did so G<‘iieral Cabell was brought uxi a 
])nvS 0 n(‘r. At this timi* wo could s(‘e a second rebel line forming on top of the hill 
ahead of us, and our troo]»s Ix'ing scattered in pursuit General Pleasonton sent 
orders for them lo halt and reform. I assisted in reforming the line and sending 
prisoners to the rear until General Pleasonton again ordered an advance, when I 
advanced with liim. I wait(*d on the hill until General Curtis (*ame up and rode 
with him to the hanks of the next stream, w'hen I rode up to the summit of tho hill 
to the right of the road to obtain, if jmssible, a view of the charge being made by 
McNeil’s brigade, whi(*h had taken the advance through the timber on Little Osage. 

General Pleasonton, as coinmand<a’ of the advance division, acted 
with great coolness and propriety throughout this battle of the Osage, 
and if our battery tired on a portion of Colonel Benteeif s troops after 
they crosvsed the. ert^ek my son, Major Curtis, clearly exonerates Gen¬ 
eral Pleasonton (Vom directing the matter, which was one of those inci¬ 
dents of hatth^ which often oc(axr. Colonel Benteen and his brigade 
evidently took the h^ad in the movement which captured the prisoners 
and guns at Miim Creek and deserves the greatest applause for per¬ 
sonal gallantly. Brigadier-General MeKeil concluded the matter on 
the height beyond thepsage with great success and courage. Nearly 
all these trooi>s being of General Pleasonton^s division and under his 
general sn]>ervision, he also deserves the gratitude of the country. 
General Blunt’s division, <T‘owding forward and augmenting the iiower 
and force which overcame the enemy, is equally deserving of the 
honors of the day. We were everyAvhere successful, and the following 
officers of my staff, although some of them have been already nam^ed, 
deserve special (‘ommeiulation for their unceasing toil and extraordi¬ 
nary gallantly at this battle of the Osage: Hon, J. H. Lane, CoL C, 
W. Blair, Col. W. F. Cloud, Col. 8. J. Crawford, Maj. T. I. McKenny, 
Maj. 0. S, Chariot, Maj, K. H. Uunt, and Maj. S. S. Curtis. Captain 
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Hintoiij and others of General Blunt’s staff, also took an active part. 
The reports of Major McKenny and Major Hunt are especially interest¬ 
ing, but the extracts here made seem to cover the entire field and facts, 
and I refer to theirs and others here submitted as well deserving of 
general perpetuity. 

BATTLE OF CHARLOT, OCTOBER 25, 1804.* 

General Price’s rebel army, being' closely pursued after the battle of 
the Osage, continued a rapid retreat. Leaving the Fort Scott road to 
tlie right and bearing a little east of south his movement soon rendered 
it certain that this most important post of Southern Kansas and the 
last in my department was entirely safe. Our advance under General 
McKeil, commanding advance brigade of General Pleasonton’s division, 
pressed forwai^d in rapid pursuit. Our way over the prairie was plainly, 
graphically marked by the scattered equipments, wagons, guns, uten¬ 
sils, and animals left by the rebels, and the fire and smoke created by 
their burning of the hay and grain and grass along their route. As the 
passage of the Marmitbn, which we now approached, presented a new 
obstacle for the enemy’s encounter he made another stand at this 
stream. This was to cover the passage of his train, which was a great 
incumbrance in view of our rapid approach. General McKeil attacked 
him vigorously with his own brigade, holding him for some time. He 
was then assisted by Colonel Benteen’s, which came uj) at full speed. 
The enemy showed a line far outflanking MoKeil, and General Pleas- 
onton immediately sent back for re-enforcements. I met General Lane 
on this duty, who was earnest in his efforts to hurry forward the First 
Division, which was considerably in the rear, at the same time express¬ 
ing his apprehension as to McNeil’s ability to hold his ground until 
more forces could be brought up. 

As I came near the scene of action I saw our artillery and cavalry 
making a vigorous attack on the enemy’s center, which soon broke his 
line and gave us a decided advantage. Still the enemy greatly out¬ 
flanked us, and his wings continued ttie fight as the sun descended the 
horizon. Another eftbrt on our left drove the enemy’s right to the 
rear, and his lines slowly retired in the twilight of the evening. A 
large portion of our forces about this time were moving to the right, as 
I first supposed to turn the enemy’s left flank, but continuing in the 
same direction quite beyond the flank, I rode rapidly to the head of 
this column to ascertain the object. General Pleasonton told me that 
his troops were exhausted, and he was going to Fort Scott to rest and 
secure supplies. He was told, in my presence, it was only two or two 
miles and a half to Port Scott, whereas in point of fact it must have 
been six. I protested against leaving McNeil and against any loss of 
distance in the march. I insisted on lying down on the grass and 
sending to the post for supplies, but General Sai^born continued to lead 
the advance to the right, and such was the cravings of hunger and the 
desire for rest, it seemed impossible to stop this movement to a place 
where both could be supplied. I sent word to General Blunt to hurry 
forward his division to support McNeil, but night soon came on, the 
battle ceased, and the lights of the burning prairie and the enemy’s 
burning wagon train near the timber of the Marmitou was all that ap¬ 
peared of the two contending armies. Anxious to procure cordial co¬ 
operation between our forces, I went to Foi't Scott and had a further 

*Map of the battle-ground of Chariot (here omitted) to appear in the Atlas, 
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interview witli General Pleasonton. He said his health wonld not admit 
of his further continuance in the field, but his troops might go on early 
in the morning after procuring some very necessary supiilies. In the 
meantime General McHeil, with his gallant brigade of Missouri, Illinois, 
and Kansas troops, and the brigade of Colonel Ben teen, which had done 
so much hard duty during the day, remained on the field in face of the 
rebel army. General Blunt, not receiving my order or misunderstanding 
it, followed General Pleasonton’s troops to Fort Scott. I directed Major 
Curtis to hurry forward and cause rations to be sent on to General 
McKeil and General Blunt, but the teams meeting General Blunt on 
the way to Fort Scott, turned back, leaving General McKeils force in 
a most wretched condition, much to my regret and contraiy to my 
reasonable expectations and orders. The report of Maj. T. I. McKenny, 
of my staff, who was in the advance with General Lane and remained 
long after the latter had gone back to hurry up re-enforcements, gives 
a detailed and full a(*count of this battle of Chariot in his report, as 
follows: 

The rebels continued their retreat across the vast ]uairie without our forces 
with their jaded horses being able to bring them to bay until about one hour by 
sun, when they formed in gr(‘at force near the Marmiton and about seven miles froni 
Fort Scott. General McNeil’s brigade promptly formed to resist tbem, the rebels 
outflanking him tbree-fonrtbs of a mile either way. It was at this time, the rebels 
advancing, that General Pleasonton sent me forward to order McNeil to advance his 
right wing. McNeil replied, ‘‘ I obey the order with pleasure; it is the most joyful 
news I have heard to-day.’^ Colonel Cole now opened on their right and centerwith 
two Rodman guns, which did good execution and broke their column, our fbrces at 
the same tiuie ])ressing their left, when they gave way. At this time our guns were 
pointed to their left, the exT;reine> of whicn, as well as our right, was in low ground 
and could not be seen by the artillerists. Our shot falling immediately in front of 
our ranks came uea" • ■■ ’ «*'U. At the request of General McNeil I rode 

rapidly t<» the rear, : ■ ■ ■ ■■■.!•• the facts, when the firing ceased. Sun was 

now ai)out one-half hour high. General Pleasonton, not knowing where he was, 
remarked that he thought he should order the troops to fall back to the last stream 
crossed (Little Osage), to tbe rear seven or eight miles, where wood and water could 
be had, as his troops wore much fatigued and needed rest. I urged that he press for¬ 
ward, as I understood it was but a few miles to tbe Marmiton, and I thought we could 
drive the enemy. While we were talking a courier (-ame from McNeil asking for 
re-enforcements, as the enemy was outflanking him on both sides, which was plainly 
to be seen, as be was only distant aboiit one mile and a half. Pleasonton answered by 
saying, Tell General McNeil to bold his ground until re-enforced by fresh troops. 
Lieutenant Ehle now arrived from Fort Scott, stating that it was but two miles and a 
half ti’om that place. Pleasonton now gave orders to all his troops that had come up 
‘ ^ t r. fil c T' idi t ” for Fort Scott. A conversation occurred between Pleasonton and myself 
in Tog.inl in General Blunt's forces coming up to relieve or assist McNeil. The ad¬ 
vance had got about one mile on tlie road to Fort Scott, when I, too, started for that 
place. I had not gone more than 800 yards when I came across a lake or lagoon, 
with plenty of water. I immediately addressed a note to General Pleasonton, noti¬ 
fying him of the facx, at the same time stating to him it would be a proper place for 
Blunt's command to camp, and ijrovisions could be sent out to him. 1 arrived in 
advance of others in Fort Scott after a tedious ride of six or seven miles, instead of 
two and a half. 

The distance traveled during the day and the frequent conflicts in 
which we had been engaged during the four previous days and nights 
had indeed exhausted men and horses; still it was my earnest desire 
to rest on the field, sending to Fort Scott for food and forage. But 
ammunition and other supplies were also necessary, and the erroneous 
statement of the distance to Fort Scott irresistibly carried my main 
forces to that place of abundant supply. The enemy burned a vast 
number of his wagons and destroyed much of his heavy ammunition, 
so as to materially ac(*ommodate his farther retreat. Thus all onr 
troops, some on the field of battle at Chariot and the remainder at 
Fort Scott, rested a few hours of the night of the 25th and 2Gth. 
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■When at Little Haiita Fe, I received Gener^^l Eosecrans’ disi^atch 
from Independence of th<^ !24thj showing that he was then only about 
fifteen miles from me, l)ut he seems to have taken a difrerent road, 
jiidgiiig fr'om the following telegrai)hj which I received at Fort Scott: 

(iUANi) KiVEr., Ootohr ^5, :1SG4 — 3 p. m, 

Major-Oeneml CruTie, 

CommandUuj: 

Vi'Q arrived here to-day at noon; shall inalce Sprinj:* Grove to-night. Yon have so 
far outstripped us that the infantiy will halt until v agon train comes from AVar- 
lenshurg, by wa> of Uarrisonville. Will have supplies sent out by that x>lace to 
meet \ on. 

AV. S. ROSECRANS, 

2Iajor-(}cneral. 

Arriving at Fort Scott, I immediately issued the following ()i‘der, 
rescinding all that remained of my order concerning martial latv: 

General Ordees, / HrAin^T^vRTEUS Department op Kansas, 


No. 57. S JScotfj Octoher ^5, 78h4. 

Fifteen days r::'' —an assault upon my department by Maj. Gen. 
Sterling Price, ■ i V a of 20,000 to 30,000 rebels, intent upon the devas¬ 

tation and'of the State of Kansas, 1 deemed it necessary to imoclaim 
martial lav ■ ■ ^ State and in the country occupied hy my forces, in order lo 

secure a suflicient force, with aid of the Governor, to avert disasters and maintain 


the honor and power of the Federal Government within my department. Th(^ 
enemy having heen heaten in several battles, driven below the settlements of Kan¬ 
sas, all danger to the State from that invasion seems to have ended, and tlie r<‘- 
strictions gnd burdens incident to martial law no longer necessary in my coinmaud. 

GeneraLorders, No. 54, is therefore rescinded. 

S. R. CURTIS, 
Major-denemh 

Thus closed the eventful operations of the 25th of Octobm*, during 
which we had traveled near fifty miles and been almost constantly fight¬ 
ing the enemy. 1 telegraphed you as follows early the next morning; 


Fort Scott, Oof oh r 3tl lHh4, 

Major-General Halleck, 

VfxxeS of 

Price again deployed and fought us at Chariot, neai* this pla(‘e, where he out- 
lianked us, hut was soon broken up by artillery firing on his center and a cavalry 
charge. While this was goin^ on he burned most of his train and again resumed 
his retreat. Having saved this post hy pressing his rear, I have supplies which I 
am half-loaded wagons to feed my troops. I think I have all of Price’s 

canr ... ■■ and thousands of his arms are scattered along the road. 1 shall 

proceed in the i)iu‘suit with all the forces I can keep on the way. 

S. R. CURTIS, 
Major-Gexxxral, 

I am since informed that General Pleasonton sent a dis])ateh to 
General Eosecrans of this date or the day following, in which he repre¬ 
sented the matter as a conclusion of the campaign and farther pursuit 
unnecessary,* but General Eosecrans did not receive it till he reached 
WarreiivSburg in the afternoon of the 27th. The entire Federal force 
from Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, and elsewhere had exhibited the utmost 
courage and gallantry, aiid, as far as possible, had engaged the enemy 
wherever he offered battle. 

FARTHER PURSUIT OF THE ENEMY BELOW FORT SCOTT. 

The deflection to Fort Scott increased our distance nearly ten miles 
and otherwise delayed the movement, but it was partially compensated 
by our securing a good meal of ^actuals and a few hours^ rest for most 
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of oiir trooi)S, besides making many improvements in our outlit and 
siip])lies. My (*]iief quartermaster, Captain Iiisley, and cliief com¬ 
missary, Captain Breckinridge, deserve great credit for the untiring* 
exertions they made to furnish the troops at this time and subse¬ 
quently. Major Mcdveiiny, Major Curtis, Major Hunt, and others of 
my vstaff labored most of the night in directing matters of vsupplies vSo 
as to resume the pursuit early next morning. I ordered (xeneral Blunt 
to take the advance and move early on the 2Gtli, and General Sanborn 
awSvSured me that he would follow promptly and support my movement 
heartily. Being thus assured of the united forces of General Pleason- 
toii and my own regular forces I .P-t li.ijg» a all the remaiiiiiiig Kansas 
militia, believing our regular volunteers wvre sufficient for future 
operations against Price’s broken down and greatly dcmioralized forces. 
I had up to this lime avoided a formal assumption of command (al¬ 
though I had fully dirc^cted matters), supposing eveiy hour that Gen¬ 
eral Kose(*rans would oveitake iis, and being*my senior, claim and 
receive the direction ot* aftairs. His dispatch of the ^oth, dated at 
Grand Biver, addressing im^ as ‘^‘ominandingy’and saying he wmuld 
send me supplies, implied doubts as to his early personal presence. I 
therefore informed General J^leasonton that I took the responsibilities 
and must therefore liavi^ the direction of affairs. I ordered the pris¬ 
oners to be sent back to Fort Leavenwwth, where the new prison was 
ready and convenient to hold them, giving orders to provost-marshals 
to tliis effect. 1 had previously assigned a regiment of Missouri troops 
to escort the i)risoiiers, and supposed all matters relative to them were 
satisfactory to everybody. 1 also directed half-loaded teams to follow 
my movement day and night with provisions and other necessary sup- 
jdies. 

Having so arrangiul matters in rear at an early hour in the morning 
I joiiuM Oolomd Moonlight in the advance to find the enemy’s trail and 
eoutinue the pursuit. After going a few miles T got rehable intelli¬ 
gence which iiidneed me to send hack the following order: 

irrMxiFAKiFiis Army or tiik Eokder, 

(u ihi Field, (htolur 2d, 

GenoraLs Blttnt and Pleasonion, 

Vommaudinij Offners: 

I have reliable information Hint the enemy have all crossed at Adaniboii’s Ford 
and gone eastward. 1 therefore direct all forces to move by tin* ahortest route to 
that point and follow luc in pursuit. 

S. R. Guims, 
MaJor-(hmraL 

We struck the relxd trail near Shanghai, Barton County, Mo., 
about twenty-hve miles from Fort Scott, where 1 camped for the 
night, and to allow all the troops to (dose u]). October 27 Ave fol¬ 
lowed the enemy’s trail all day and most of the night. The division of 
General Pleasonton was moving up on different lines in their several 
brigades. By a telegraph subsequently recei^x^d from General A. 
Smith, dated Harrisonville, October 27,* I was informed: 

General Rosecrans left bore y(‘Sterday for Pleasant Ilill, and Hint point this morn¬ 
ing for Warrenshnrg. 

So it seems General Kosecrans must have relinquished the idea of 
personal participation in the ])ursuit about that place and time, the 
20th, and he must have arrivcM at Warrensburg the evening of that day, 
when 1 was at Shanghai, Mo., twenty-five miles from Fort Scott. At 
Shanghai I heard some change had been made conterning prisoners, 
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but caring nothing about their change made no objections to it. As a 
further proof of complete harmony being secured as to oui‘ different 
forces, I received the following letter from (xeneral Pleasonton: 

HnADQUAKTERS CaYALKY DlVIblON, 

Fort aScoH, Ocfoher 18()4--daylU/lif, 

Major-General Curtis : 

(general McNeiPs “brigade moved yesterday after your conamand. General San¬ 
born is now upon the Lamar road, and will i)usli until he strikes the enemy’s trail 
and will follow it up as fa.st as he can. He has been diiected to leport often. My 
two other brigades are mo\ing to join you, but from the exhausted condition of the 
animals this must be slow\ My artillery particularly cannot go farther as it is, and 
not being able to obtain fresh horses, I ha\e taken the best horses for four pieces 
and leave the rest behind. Escaped i)risoner8 state that Price blew up his ammuni¬ 
tion train yesterday, and has but one gun left. In reference to the prisoners cap¬ 
tured in the late engagements, the misunderstanding doubtless originated from some 
of your staff officers not comprehending your orders. The Missouri troops felt hurt 
in not being allowed any participation in guarding the prisoners, and this feeling 
was increased by a Colonel Ritchie, who in the most violent manner began to seize 
officers of my staff’ and declared they were arrested by your orders. In this manner 
he arrested your provost-marshal, and as no remomstrance of mine had any effect on 
his conduct, I directed General Sanborn to keep him quiet until I could report to 
you. I repaired to your quarters, but found you had left. I then requested Major 
McKenny, youi* aide-de-camp, to report the facts to you, which he promised to do. 
A number of persons have since informed [me] that Colonel Ritchie^s mind is so wejak 
that he is not fit to be trusted with any business of importance. I trust this expla¬ 
nation will be satisfactory. Your arrangement for Captain Hall, provost-marshal, to 
take charge of the prisoners and escort them to Leavenworth, shall be strictly car¬ 
ried out, and I will see that he is fuinishcd a sufficient guard, of both KansUvS and 
Missouri troops, if he desires it. I havi* heard of no imputations or reflections on 
the Kansas troops, and my desii'e is that the Missouri troops should servo with them 
in perfect harmony. I was informed last night that General Rosecrans left Little 
?ianta Fd yesterday morning to oveitake us. I have not been able to hear of him 
since. From the offec i of a severe fall and exhaustion from my late arduous services 
1 am unable to move this morning, and I forward the certificate of my medical 
director to that effect, with the request that as soon as I can do so I may be per¬ 
mitted to return to Saint Louis, where I can obtain proper care and attention. I 
shall direct the different brigades of my command to report to you directly, and 
wishing you, general, every success, 

I remain, very truly, yours, 

A. PLEASONTON, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 

I insert this correspondence to refute the erroneous reports circulated 
in Saint Louis during my pursuit of the enemy conceniing my having 
grasped for these spoils of victory for personal advantages. My reply, 
written on the field immediately on receipt of this very good letter from 
General Pleasonton, will give better than anything else my impressions 
and expectations as to these matters, which were now some sixty miles 
in my rear. I ask for no false plumes, and pluck none from my com¬ 
rades in arms, for my wearing: 

Heabquarters Army of the Border, 

Gam}} at Coon Creels, Octobet* ^7, 1S04 — d.JO p. m. 

Major-General Pleasontok: 

Yours of this morning is received, and I am glad to hear you have pushed for¬ 
ward your troo;ps. Price destroyed a large amount of transportation and strewed 
the way with his material of every kind he could not burn. Straggling rebels are 
being taken and all appearances indicate the exhausted condition of the rebel forces. 
I am also well informed by intelligent men of our militia who have been in their 
camp as prisoners for three or four days that our prisoners in Price’s hands are 
treated very badly. Several have been shot down in the presence of the provost 
guard; most of them are driven along on foot, after being robbed of their clothing, 
including tlieir shoes. All this, however, must not provoke us to acts of barbarity 
toward our prisoners, but will be a matter of settlement when we secure the com¬ 
mander, which I trust will not be long post))oiied, I approve of your arrangements 
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for escorting tLe prihonors, and in view of your indisposition recommend that instead 
of taking leave of absence, to whicli your certificate of the vsurgeon entitles you, that 
you will proceed yourself in the same direction, taking a general chaigo,of their 
proper care. I prefer they should stop at Leavenworth, as an exchange will prob¬ 
ably be made and delivery through Arkansas maybe most convenient and preferable; 
besides I will try to make iiiiinediate terms of exchange with Price, so as to stop the 
cruel march which Price’s ])risoners are now performing. I am sorry, general, that 
I cannot have you longer in tl *' ' • and eventful camuft’a"*, but hone we 

may meet again and revive the ■ . . ■ larch and batth- i-.'if I'v v-Mi-.i -. 1 , ii sig¬ 

nal success during our associations in this campaign. I highly approve of your 
efforts to maiutain a good uuderstaiiding between troops of different states and dif¬ 
ferent departments, and assure you it will be heartily reciprocated by me. As to 
tlie matter of Colonel Ritcbie, I hope you will authorize his discharge and I will 
guarantee no further consideration of the subject will be entertained. He belongs 
to another department, and as an act of courtesy I accepted his services as a volun¬ 
teer aide, hut do not wish you to make anybody accountable for his extraordinary 
and perhaps excessive zeal. Hoping your health may soon revive and you may long 
enjoy peace and prosperity, 

I am, general, very res])ectfully, voiirs, 

S. R. CURTIS, 

1/ ajor-(reneralj ('ommanding. 


I was not caring for the guns and prisoners which we had captured, 
now in my rear, but intent ou the prospect of again reaching the retreat¬ 
ing foe. For this purpose I continued the march that night, halting at 
3 a. m. October 28, at the ruins of Carthage. Here we rested three 
hours for breakbist and foraging. I found exhausted rebels had been 
left here in a starving condition, one or two having died of hunger. I 
again hurried forward my own weary troops, confident of soon over¬ 
hauling the enemy’s rear. But understanding Price was cruelly treat¬ 
ing his prisoners, I sent Major McKenny forward with flag of truce 
conveying a demand on the r<‘bel general for the release of such of his 
captives whom in his extreme necessity and rapid progress he could 
not and did not treat with the kindness due to prisoners of war. But 
Major McKenny only advanced a few miles when he found the enemy 
drawn uf) in battle array at Diamond Prairie, and Colonel Ford ready 
to deploy our advance brigade against him. So it was inexpedient to 
convey this letter to (TCiieral Price. Soon after the enemy, of his own 
accord, paroled and released them, and it is proper to say the charges 
of cruel treatment had been exaggerated. Some of our troops, under 
the immediate charge of Major McKenny, pursued him, skirmishing 
in timber for about three miles, capturing 3 prisoners. The advance 
again moved forward through Granby, approaching Hewtonia about 
2 p. m. 


RATTLlil OF NFAVTONTA, MO.* 

Genei^al Blunt being in advance, guvo permission to Colonel Moon¬ 
light to halt his brigade about 1p.m. to feed his horses in corn-fields, 
which were seen about half a mile on the right of the road. General 
McHeil coming up at this time in rear of Colonel Moonlight, and we 
supposing General Blunt’s whole division had made the same divergence, 
halted his brigade, and with other troops joined Colonel Moonlight in 
feeding their weary horses. But T soon found that General Blunt had 
gone on with only Jennison’s and Ford’s brigades, and aiiprehending 
that he might overhaul the enemy with this small force I directed Gen¬ 
eral Sanborn, who at this moment anived with his brigade, to move on 
as fast as povssible, following myself and directing General McFTeil also 
to resume the march as soon as possible. Meantime the enemy had 

"Map of tbe battlo-tiehl of Kewtoiuu (h<n*e omitted) to appear in the Atlas, 
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baited near Kewtonia; and as General Blunt approached was ready to 
receive biin with all arms of tbe service. General Blunt deployed bis 
brigades and immediately engaged tbe enemy, tbe forces moving for¬ 
ward and ba(*k alternately, but retaining general position and doing 
great damage on both sides. I arrived with General Sanborbs brigade 
near sundown, and saw our trooj^s, some of them bard pressed and 
giving away. McLain’s battery, badly cut up, was falling back for 
safety, under orders, and some stragglers also, for tbe fii^st time in tbis 
campaign, were ordered to fa(*e about and return to tbe supx)ort of our 
comrades. Captain M{*Lain, under my dbecjtion, immediately turned 
bis guns upon tlie enemy and tbe stragglers turned back vnth a sbout. 
General Sanborn threw bis forces immediately into line on General 
Blunt’s left and poured in a heavy fire. Tbis was tbe occasion of new 
energies on tbe right, and a general advance of our forces routed tbe 
enemy, who retreated, leaving bis dead and wounded in great numbers 
scattered over tbe field. It was now too dark to follow tbrougli tbe 
timber, and, tbe rebels scattering considerably, continued their fiigbt, 
a small detachment going toward Cassville, but the inain force chang¬ 
ing their direction westward, taking tbe road toward Pineville, Tbis 
brilliant afiair at Newtonia is thus described by Major-General Blunt, 
who commenced tlie battle and sustained it gallantly until re-euforced, 
and afterward, until tlie enemy were entirely conquered and routed. 
Tbis is bis report: 

The rebel forcoH hricl encamped in the iiniljer south of the town, on llio Pineville 
road, with the view of I'emaining there until the following day, i' -i 

pursuit of onr forces had been abandoned, but on discovering^ my.. . ■■ ■ .- ■ 

\iewontIie high ground overlooking the town of Newtonia frc ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ , 

they hastily broke camp and attempted to move oil*. To cover this mov(*inent they 
deplo;yed a'force of about 2,000 men upon the ]>rairie to protect their rear. Being 
convinced of their intention to avoid a fight, if possibl(‘, I determined to attack 
them at once. The Finst and Fourth Brigades were with me in the advance. 1 had 
directed the Second halt<‘arlyin the day to ])rocxire forage for their 

horses to enable me ti> P-i *: in the advance to press the pursuit at night; con¬ 
sequently I did not rely upon them to participate in the early part of the engage¬ 
ment. I had suiiposed that General McNeiPs brigade, of General Pleasonton's divis¬ 
ion, was close up in my rear, and sent back to hurry it forward, while the First and 
Fourth Brigades of the First Division were quickly deployed in line, and under the 
cover of the lire of the Fhrst Colorado Batt(‘iy (McLain’s), posted iqion the hlulf, they 
swept across the plain at a gallop until A\ithin iniisket-range of F ■■ ■ " v’-- "■■■', . 

Skirmishers vs ere rapidly deployed, and hut a few minutes elapsed ■ 
ment l)ecame general. 1 now ordered forward the First Colorado Battery, whicdi, 
with a section ol* howitzers attached to the Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, and under 
command of Sergeant Patterson, of the Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, poured a de¬ 
structive fire into the enemy’s ranks. It soon beeame evident that 1 was engaging 
all the available force of Price’s aimy, which outnumbered me more than eight to 
one. Their superiority of nunibers’enabling them to press upon my Hanks with a 
large force compelled liie to fall back aboutbOO yards from my first line, whi(*h was 
done in good order, and the lino reformed in the face of a terrific fire. Th(‘ enemy 
pressed forward their center, but were promptly checked by the canister from the 
First Colorado Battery. It was now near sundown, aiid my command had been en¬ 
gaged near two hours and their ammunition nearly exhausted, while a large force 
of the enemy were passing under cover of a corn-field around my left I'.mh, ami my 
force being too small to extend my lino in that dkection, I was about to direct my 
line to fall back and take position on the bluff, when very unexpectedly the brigade 
of General Sanborn, of General Pleasonton’s command, came up. 1 immediately 
placed them in position on my left, directing General Sanborn to dismount his men 
and advance through the corn-field, which was promptly executed, repulsing the 
Hanking column of the enemy, who now abandoned the Held and retreated rapidly 
under the cover of the night in the direction of Pineville, leaving their dead and 
wounded in our hands. 

The general specially names Colonel Ford, Lientenant-Oolonel Hoyt, 
Major Ketner, of the Sixteenth Kansas; Capt. W. D. McLain, of the 
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Colorado battery; Lieut. J. L. Pond, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, and 
Sergt. George Patterson, of the Fourteenth Kansas, who desen^e the 
high commendations he bestows upon them. 

General Sanborn’s report was made to General Pleasonton and pub¬ 
lished some time ago. It does not materially differ from the foregoing, 
and hardly does himself justice for gallantry on this occasion. Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Hoyt commanded the First Brigade, Kansas and Wis¬ 
consin troops, who behaved, as usual, in the most gallant manner. 
Colonel Ford commanded the Second Brigade, and reports concerning 
this battle as follows: 

From tins time (after leaving Fort Scott on tlio morning of the 26tli) until the 
afternoon of the 28tli we continued • ■ ’ _ mglit and day, with hut sliort halts 

and small feeds, ' ll tim» - i. ' of the enemy. About 10 a. m,, my 

brigade being ir .■! ■ , wodiseo^ered tlie enemy’s rear in the edge of the 

woods north of Shoal Creek, t sent two companies of the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry 
into the woods as skirmisliers, who soon reported that the ]>arty '. ■ ' 

and retreating fast. 1 then pressed rapidly forward, and, upon rcaeniug Uranny, 
ascertained that they had jnst ijassed -y .md that Price’s whole army was 
doubtless at Newionia, distance tiv(‘ ■ i- i • advance soon reported that the 
enemy^s train Avas in siglit and hut few iticn Ausible. 1 hnrried forv ard at a gallop, 
and when within two miles of the town saw the rear of the re]>cl train (mteriiig the 
woods beyond tovMi on the Cassville road. The battery was hninediately i)lanted 
on the bluffs and conimeuecd throwing shell, while the" Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry 
and Second Colorado Cavalry Avero fonned in two lines, and ordered to charge down 
toAvard the enemy’s train, the charge being led by the gfi'-ral commanding 

the Finst Division in person. We ad\u\need at a rapid gallop Avith skirmishers in 
front, until Avo eamr body of the eiuMiiy, who Avas formed three lines 

dee]) and the front ■■ ■ i. ■ ■ • The action aauis comiiumeed in earnest, and for 

three hours with loss than 900 men (my brigade < of less than 000) w(‘ con¬ 

tended wiUi the enemy of ten times onr number, .mmI < ii'm;!! tht‘ day by di*mng him 
from the field, huiving bis dead and Avomided in our bauds. During the hottest of 
th(‘ engagement the enemy threw'a large hod.v of men u}>on our l<d‘t, their fir(‘ telling 
fiuu'fnlly upon our small forc(‘, hut the left, commanded by Major Ketner command¬ 
ing Sixteenth Ksuisas CaA'alry, mwor moA’ed or llin(‘h(‘d, but auswertsl shot for vshot. 
The brigade remained on the field until 0 p. m., AAhen it Aveut into eam]> in the town 
of NoAvtonia. 

Maj. C. Chariot, my assistant adjutant-general, avsked leave to 
keep with the advaiie(^ on the 28th, and li(‘ thus briefly reports his 
observations and gallant [)articipation in the l)attl(‘: 

We crossed S])riiig I?i\'er and reached (hudhuge, Mo., hcfiu'e daylight on the 2Rtli, 
and halted the command for rest ami feed three hours, when the column wuis again 
in motion. R’f ' ”-. ”d 1 reached the front at 11.80, at Diamond GroA’e, A\'her<i 
the enemy ■ was in plain sight. General Blunt cam(‘up immediately 

and ord<‘red an a<lvance. Wo had overtaken Major Me Kenny, bearer of a Hag of 
truce, but tlie Hag Avas ordered back, and Major MeKeuny, taking bis escort, ad- 
■ ■ ho enemy as skirmisbers. Coh'uiel Ford’s brigade. Major Ketner, of 

" h ■ ' Ch'walry, in tb(‘ advanc<*, went forward and messengers Aver<^ s<mt 

to the rear by (Jen(‘ral Blunt to burry forward th<‘Avliole eonimaud. The enemy 
retreated rapidly out of sight, but nlNcAvtonia the advance, under Colonel Ford, 
came upon them again, (general Blunt came u]) imuuMlhitely (.about 8 o’clock) and ^ 
ordered a cliarg(‘, Avliich AV'as made by the Second Colorado and Sixteenth Kansas, 
the general leading in person, McLain’s battery opening on the <‘nemy at the same 
time, supported )>y the Fifteenth Kansas, under Lioutenaiit-Colonei Hoyt. This 
deA'elop(‘d tlieir whole line, Avhicli now threatein^d to turn both our right and left 
flanks. (Irders w(‘r(* sent back to McNeil, Avho was sn])posed to be in our imiiKMliate 
rear, and. to Moonlight, w'ho bad not yet eoine n]>, but both these commands had 
been halted to f(*ed, ami did not reach the grounds in time to take part in the action. 
With the Second (Jolorado, Fifteenth and Sixteenth Kansas, altogether less than 
1,000 men, wc fought the whole of Shelby’s division, and had succeeded in driving 
them in the center of their line, when General Sanborn iuu‘X])ectedly arrwed, and, 
rapidly forming on the loft, charged U ^'' y’s right, and onr victory was com¬ 
plete. Night coming on pursuit was ; ■■■■ ' and the command returned to New- 

tonia, where the remainder of our column Iiad already arrived and gone into camp. 
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rNFORTUNATE ORDERS AND CONSEQUENT DELAY. 

Closing the afiair at ^Newtonia (the 28th of October)? with a complete 
repulse of the enemy, 1 gave orders for a renewal of the pursuit at 3 
o'clock next iiiorning. Price, being hard pressed, had paroled the pris¬ 
oners whom I had sought to secure by Major McKenny’s dispatches, 
and they, with the slightly wounded, were sent back to the rear. 

I sent you the following dispatch: 


Nnw'ioxiA, Mo., Odofxr JS, IShi—S p, m. 

Major-General Halli:ck, 

Chief of JStaff: 

We came up to the enemy at thK ])lace this evening, and General Blunt, in 
advance, immediately engaged him. General vSanhorn, with his command, soon 
joined the <'idvance and the rebels were again routed with heavy loss. They now 
run toward Cassville, wheie I shall continue after three hours’ rest. 

S. R. CURTIS, 
Major-GeneraL 


Everything now promised complete success in view of our close prox¬ 
imity to the enemy, his exhausted condition, and his disastiDiis defeat. 
He was still in a iiTiitful section of Missouri, but by iiressing him another 
day or two, he would have no time to collect supplies, and would reach 
the devastated, destitute region of Arkansas without provisions, and 
must surrender or starve. Meantime I had arranged for light rations 
to follow me from Fort Scott, by night and day, fast drives in wagons 
half loaded. The captui*e of Price’s army in the Ozark or Boston 
Moimtains, which were between us and the Arkansas Eiver, seemed to 
me inevitable. But as the troops were commencing the inarc'h on the 
morning of the 29th of October, General McNeil in advance, I received 
the following dispatch: 


Fort Scott, October 1864, 

Major-General Curtis, 

Commanding Department of Kansas: 

General: Major-General Rosecrans has just telegraphed me instructions from 
Warrensburg to send Generals Sanborn and McNeil to tboir respective districts at 
Springfield and Rolbi, and to conduct the remaining brigades witli the oa])tured 
prisoners and property of this command toAVarreushiirg. I shall therefore start to¬ 
morrow morning to execute these orders. 

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

A. PLEASONTON, 

Major-General, 


Generals Sanborn and McNeil received coiTespondhig orders by tbe 
same messenger and immediately prepared to carry them out, leaving 
only the shattered remainder of General Blunt’s division, less than 
1,000 strong, for me to dispose of. I was astonished and sorely dis¬ 
appointed. These orders evidently grew out of a misunderstanding of 
my ability to overtake the enemy, as I had done at Newtonia. I have 
since seen a telegraphic communication, dated on the 26th or 27th of 
October, sent by General Pleasonton from Fort Scott, to General Jlose- 
crans, representing our successes on the 25th as a complete destruc¬ 
tion of Price’s forces and holding out the idea that pursuit beyond 
Fort Scott was needless. Whether before or after the date of General 
Pleasonton’s assurance to me of hearty co-operation, these orders were 
in conflict with my hopes and expectations, arising from his letter to 
me of the 27th, and very unfortunate in view of the further pursuit 
ordered this very day (October 28, but not yet received) by the lieuten¬ 
ant-general. But there seemed no remedy in my reach. At Newtonia I 
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was sixty or eighty miles from telegraphic communications and could 
not get explanations to General Eosecrans in time to arrest the retiring 
of his forces, which General Sanborn informed me he would immediately 
commence. I telegraphed you some of my ill humor as follows: 


Ne\\ IONIA, OHoher JO, 1664. 

Major-Geuernl Halleck, 

Chief of 

After oTir victoiy last niftlit I started tlie troops at 3 o’clock this a. m. in farther 
pursuit of Price, General McNeii in advance, when orders from General Eosecrans, 
through General Pleasonton, were received, taking General McNeil to Eolla and 
General Sanborn to Springheld, and otherwise disposing of all of their troops, includ¬ 
ing my prisoners, who have remained in the rear. I am left with only the fragment 
of my own regular volunteers, nno duty, and deeming it 

improper to continue a pursuit in . -i ■ ■ ; , suspended by its proper com¬ 

mander, I shall return by slow marches to my own department command. 

S. K. CURTIS, 
Afajor-Geiteral. 

N^eoslho^ October 20 and 30^ 18h4. —Haraig telegraphed you at Newtonia 
and provided as well as I could for the wounded Union and rebel sol¬ 
diers that could not be brought away, I moved with my little remaining 
force to I^'eosho, a homeward movement of twelve miles. Believing 
our campaign concluded, we sought and secured comfortable lodgings 
and food which we all much needed. But at midnight I was much and 
agreeably surprised by a messenger bringing your dispatches of the 
28th, the most important of which was as follows: 

Washington, October 28,1864. 

Major-General CriiTih: 

Lieutenant-General Grant desires that Price bo pursued to the Arkansas River, or 
at least until he encounters General Steele or General Reynolds. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

Chief of Staff. 

This dispatch clearly overruled General Eosecrans’ order of the 27th, 
I'eceived by me at ISTe^onia twenty-two hours before, and justified my 
iuunediate exertions to recall the troops of General Eosecrans to the 
pursuit. Calling np my officers I immediately directed orders such as 
the following to be sent instanter by couriers to each of the retiring 
brigades: 


Headquajrteus Army of the Border, 

In the Field, Neosho. October SO, 1864. 

Dispatches just received from Lieutenant-General Grant require me to continue 
the pursuit of Price to the Arkansas River. You will therefore proceed forthwith to 
Cassville, by the nearest and best route, repoi-tinp; to me at that place. This counter¬ 
mands all orders received by you from Generals Rosecrans and Pleasonton, concern¬ 
ing a retrograde movement. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servanl. 

S. R. CURTIS, 

Major-Gcneii'al. 

These were sent to Brigadier-Generals Sanborn and McNeil, Colonel 
Philips, Lientonant-Oolonel Benteen. 

I also telegraphed General Eosecrans as follows: 

Headquarters Army of the Border, 

Xn the Field, Neosho, October' SO, 1864—1 a. m. 

Major-General Rosecrans: 

An order just received from Lieutenant-General Grant, directing the pursuit of 
Price to be continued to the Arkansas River, seems to conflict with :^our order, 
directing the troops of General Pleasonton to their several districts. I nave there¬ 
fore ort&ed your troops to resume the pursuit, supposing it will meet with your 
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approbation, as there are no other troops sufficient to carry out th<‘ inirposo of the 

I-, .X ^ , X ^ ---li.. «-'ice my militia have Jeft me your portion of the 

■ ■ I I ■' I ■ and I have expected your arrival to assume the 

responsibilities of the movement against Price. 

S. ll. CURTIS, 

Major'd-ciieml* 

I also telegTaplied you as follows: 

Headquartkius Ar:my oe the Border, 

Xi’OiihOj Mo., OcfolxT P>0, 18G4—1 a. ??i. 

Maj or-General H allec k , 

Chief of jra.^hi}Ujfon, 1). C. : 

Your dispatch, informing me of the wishes of Lieutenant-General Grant, to pursue 
Price to the Arkansas River, is .pist received. I send couriers with orders to this 
effect directed to the several brigade commanders of the troops of (ieneral Rosecrans, 
who had abandoned the pursuit by his orders. I will proceed vith iny own force 
toward Cassville, hoping to cone eutrutc oufficiont troops at that point to r(‘sume the 
pursuit. 

S. R. CURTIS, 

Major-General. 

Before leaviug NeosLo oii the 30th J ako sent the following more 
extended report, which was dispatched by telegraph from Fort S(‘ott, 
November 1. These divspatches are set out in this report to make me 
properly responsible for my share ot* the iiiHaeuces that led to the 
action of the lieutenant-general and yourself: 


Headqcarters ARmMY of the Border, 

Xeoslio, Mo., October JO, ISGL 

Major-General Hali.eck, 

Wanhington, 1). 

I desire the lieuteanut-gen(‘ral to understand that from the (‘oiumeiioemont of the 
oft’ort in this campaign I have had to occuiiy a debatable position as to my author¬ 
ity over troops, while a n(‘cessity ]>ivssed me forward. The militia cavil about go¬ 
ing across State lines; and (Jcncral RosccransN'Oimuandcrs, cxcq)t one or two, ov(‘r 
since we formed a - • expressed a conviction that they had done enough, and 
urged with much . ■■ long march and general destitution as the reason for 


miles in the rear, and matters re(iuired immediate action. 1 tluTcfore inforim‘d (hni- 
eral Pleasouton that I assumed the Tesponsibilitioi- and must exevcis(‘ the prcrot>*a- 
tiyes of rank ami direct him to resume thojiursuil. To this he viedded and orden'd 
his brigade to join im‘. They were in full uiar( h when (Umeral* Blunt overtook the 
enemy at R'ewtonia and General Hanbonfs brigade came u]) in time t(» secure a vic¬ 
tory where we had only been able to hold our own tor t\yo hours, ith eousiderahle 
JOSS on both sides. The nursiiit was resumed, vlien tlie ordo. 


{‘ceding 1,000 efteetive men. My militia had hdt meat Port Seott, sin)posiug very 
reasonably that the u’i’t .1 > g .Ir .dunteers were enough in pm-m’Prie(\ 1 fla.vv 
no alternative, and v. ■ 'i i i..; . , returned from the n riiMi'iig loc. Both G(m- 
{.rals Rosecrans and Pleasonton were a huiulrc'd miles in my roar and it seemed im¬ 
possible to correct this mistake, I am sure they would not ha\(‘ withdrawn their 
troops it they hml been iiresent, both supjmsing I could not again overtake Price, 
i had fallen back twelve miles to this place, when 1 rcuadved your dispat<‘li, in¬ 
i' in i..r M ‘the lieutenant-general desires thai Price should be pursued io 

I immediate^ issued ord{*rs aunouneing this io all the troops, 
diiecdingthem to return by the shortest lines to the pursnii. 1 si ill occupy a de- 


If M- { ^ garrisons in front, and ibo future ponc<‘ of the inhabitants 

of Missouri, Ransas, and Arkansas. I was not well when T started and have been 
eighteen clays witliont obauging my clothes, but I am now well and willing to do all 
in my power to execute the wishes of the lieutenant-general, anti only fear that con- 
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flicts or doubts in relation to orders may embarrass my movements. Price is now 
entering a mountainous country very destitute of suppli<‘s, and liis men are actually 
falling dead of starvation in bis rear. They hang together under the impression 
that we kill all prisoners, a falsehood well calculated to retain his force intact. He 
still has three jpieces of artillery, and his numbers are very gi'eat. Ho hfis destroyed 
most of his train and is very destitute, but all of his men l>eing mounted he con¬ 
tinues to make rapid progress, which can only be overcome by extraordinary eftbrts 
on the part of our troops. The delay occasioned by General Kosecrans’ orders Avill 
be equivalent to thirty-six hours, but it is partially compensated by a little rest and 
food which we were enabled to i)rocure in this vicinity. I must say, in conclusion, 
that I desire to avoid all reproachful imputations against Generals Rosecrans and 
Pleasonton, who have acted no doubt upon their best judgment as things are seen 
at their stand-points. I must award to General Pleasonton high commendation for 
his skill and gallantry in the held. I do not mean to depreciate others, of whom I 
shall speak in my proper re])ort, and who have not only been gallant in many fields, 
but are couvstautly willing to aid me to the utmost of human endurance to carry 
out what I consider a complete result of this campaign. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

S. n . Cr^RTIP, 

^aj or-General. 

The foregoing coiTesponcIeiice shows all the facts in my possession 
concerning the withdi’a wal of forces from the pursuit of Price. But for 
the presence of our united troops the people of Southwest Missouri were 
overpowered, and Price had evei'ything, including the approaching 
elections, his own way, just as he had them in 1861, when he controlled 
the State of Missouri in this same vicinity. Besides, there were the posts 
of Fayetteville, Fort Gibson, and Fort Smith, lielow, near, and on the 
Arkansas, where we had a vast amount of iniblie stores and several thou¬ 
sands of our comrades, who were at the mercy of Price’s starving, steal¬ 
ing hordes. I had, as subsequently directed by you, sent a dispatch 
to General Thayer, Fort Smith, from Fort Scott, dated October 26, 
informing him that I was trying to continue the pursuit till his force 
is entirely destroyed or beyond your post,” and in every point of view 
it seemed necessary to press the enemy beyond these posts Your dis¬ 
patch of the 28th informing me of the wishes of the lieutenant-general 
that the enemy should be pimsuea beyond the Arkansas was singularly 
appreciative of all this. The only misfortune is that it did not ai-rive 
twenty hours sooner. An honest difference of opinion existed, as shown 
by a dispatch sent by General Pleasonton to General Rosecrans from 
Fort Scott, on the 26th or 27th, and as also by a communication ema¬ 
nating from General Sanborn, which is as follows: 

Headquarters Pistrict of Southwest Missouri, 

i^pringfieldy Mo., Xovemher 12,18G4. 

Major-Geiierul Pleasonton : 

I have just rctoned from Cassville, and will forward my official report of the cam¬ 
paign in a few days. No one lias fired a shot at the enemy since the battle of New¬ 
ton ia, where the enemy gained great advantage over Blunt at first, but my command 
got in time to turn tbe enemy’s right and the tide of flings. The enemy lost very 
largely in men and horses in Nortliern Arkansas and th(* border. My idea was, anil 
is now, when we got him helow Newtouia and the region of grain intlls and cattle 
we vshould not crowd him any more, but rather make an effort to hold him in this 
land of starvation, as we would a garrison out of supplies, until his army broke up 
and divided. Deserters were Very numerous while Price was in this section, but 
1 have seen none since he was pushed off toward his supplies. My own vi(‘w 
is that all the efforts of General Curtis to drive the enemy—and they have been 
great and entitle him to credit—^liave been to our detriment and the enemy’s ad¬ 
vantage, for I believe one-half of his army would have deserted north of the 
Arkansas had it not been for fear of the pursuing foe, and the pursuit has been expen¬ 
sive; hut the enemy has suffered badly, and all should bo satisfied, I suppose. My 
dispatches from General Thayer indicate that the troopvs on the Arkansas will not 
attack Price. 

JOHN B. 8ANBOPN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding* 

33 R B—VOL XLI, PT I 



514 


LOUISIANA AND THE TEANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


[Chat. LIII. 


General Sanborn commanded the district about Fort Scott and 
]S'e'?rtouia -where Price’s forces were foraging and burning ajid mur¬ 
dering, and if not driven out Avould also have returned on my depart¬ 
ment with his marauding bands of guerrillas, bushwhackers, and 
“ deserters,” which I desired to have as far from my lines as Texas. 
Ha-sung now promulgated your order so as to bring the forces back to 
the pursuit, I immediately returned to Hewtonia, and on the next day, 
October 31,1 moved toward Oassville as far as Gadfly, where I ascer¬ 
tained that Price had moved with his main force toward Pineville and 
resumed his position on what is known as the State Line road. I there¬ 
fore turned due south and camped near Keetsville, making short 
marches to allow my expected re-entbrcemeiits to come itp. On the 
morning of November 1 Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen joined me at the 
ruins of Keets-dlle -with his brigade, about 1,800 strong. This force was 
composed of portions of the Tenth Missouri, Third and Fourth Iowa 
Cavalry, and some Indiana cavalry, all veterai. volunteers, many of 
whom iiad served with me in my campaign of ISC!;! through this same 
country and shared in the glory of our struggles at Keetsville, Cross 
Timbers, Sugar Creek, and Pea llidge. This brigade was the best 
equipped, disciplined, and commanded force in the field, and I now had 
about 3,000 men with sufficient artillery also so arranged by doubling 
teams as to move with the usual speed of cavalry forces. I moved for¬ 
ward and camped near Pea Eidge, xArk., where, as I telegraphed you, I 
expected McKeil would overtake me. This force not arriving I re¬ 
mained the 2d, during which period I received a re-enforcement of fifty 
men ftom Cassville, forwarded by Major.Meltou, who commanded the 
Ijost. I also ascertained that my couriers sent to Generals McKeil and 
yanborn did not overtake them till they were near Springfield, and 
being near they had gone to get supplies, &c. Still I hoped they would 
overtake me, but determined to proceed and i)ress the foe with iny 3,000 
against their boasted 30,000. 1 sent prisoners taken on the road to 
General Eosecrans -with the following note: 

Headqx^akterr Army of the Border, 

In the Field, Camp near Fea Fidge, Arh,, November 1864. 
Major-General Eosecrans: 

IJnderstaiKling that yon have ordered most of yonr prisoners to Saint Louis, I 
send you those taken since. I have waited the return of some more of your troops 
for tlic pursuit of Price, hut will proceed cautiously with what I have, hopin^^ lo 
deter tlie enemy from besieging and taking the posts in Western Arkansas and to rid 
the country of Pricers desperate hordes. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 

S. K. CUETIS, 
Major-General. 

After distributing a few rations that overtook ns in a terrible storm 
of rain and snow I moved forward on the 3d, camping at nigbt near 
Cross Hollows. During tbeday Colonel Benteen received an order 
from General Eosecrans directing him to report to General Sanborn at 
Cass^^lle, transmitted through General Sanborn, at Springfield, on the 
2d. This order was subsequently explained as having been issued on 
the supposition rhat I was still at or near Oassville, and on the sup¬ 
position that it was so issued I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Benteen to 
continue with reporting my conduct to General Eosecrans and to 
yourself. 

My report to you is as follows: 

Cross Hollows, November 3,1864. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, Washington, D. C.: 

General Thayer, at Fort Scott, and Colonel Harrison, at Fayetteville, send me dis¬ 
patches urging me forward to save them from Price. Three days unremitting rahj 
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snow detain me, but I liopo my advance will reacli Fayetteville to-night. Pricers 
forces V ere yesterday on two sides ol that place hut were not attacking our troops. 
General Rosecrans, at Jeffeison Cit\, j esterday, and General Sanborn, at Springfield, 
to-d{i>, oidered Colonel Renteen’s biigade to re 2 >ort at Cassville. This is a material 
})aTt of my iorce and I cannot belle^o these officers would rm’-r.rrass my oper¬ 
ations were they ae({uaiuted \\ ith the circmnstances. I :■< i my order to 

Colonel Benteen will reoene .\our api>roval and that of General Roseerans. Your 
dispatch informing me that (Ruieral Rosecrans is ordered to puisne Pric(‘ to the 
Arkansas, does not as I su 2 ) 2 >ose relie\e me from eoneuiTent duty implied by your 
former dis]>atch, expressing to mo the desiie of the lieutenant-general. 

S. R. CURTIS, 

• Major-GeiitraL 


ATTACK ON FAYETTKVILLE. 

Campm,i>'ill mud, rain, and snow at dark oiitlui evening of tlie Bd at 
CroSvS Hollows, I was nearly overcome with fatigue^ illness, and the 
perplexing orders which J have mentioned. My troops had built fires 
in the woods and began to enjoy themseh'es, when about midnight 
messengers arrived from Fayetteville informing me of Priee’^s attack of 
that post and Colonel Harrison’s successful holding against fearful 
odds 5 and his earnest desire for help. This post, eighteen miles in my 
advance, was commanded by Col. M. La Piie Harrison, of the First 
Arkansas Cavalry, with about 1,100 militia aud volunteers ^ d*' el ‘ g 

the garrison. Snbstantialearth-works had been erected, an- : i s ■ a ^ i: .;. r* 
from supporting forces it had for several weeks, especially during the 
previous teu days, been in a state of siege and the troops were on half 
rations. Price’s main forces halted at Cane Hill, sending Cxcneral Fagan, 
with 8,000 men and two pieces of artillery, to take the forces and sux)- 
Xdies of Colonel Ilarrivsou. Their oiierations commenced on the 3d, and 
after investing the town they cannonaded the fort for several hours 
with very little^ effe(‘t. The storm, limidity of the rebels, aud the gal¬ 
lant bearing* of the garrison, pr(^ventod a charge on the works which 
the rebel officers tried to make, bur with the close of the day they with¬ 
drew and went into cainx) around the town. I had sent a small x>arty 
w nich had got into the fort during the night. Meantime Colonel Har¬ 
rison’s messengers reached me at Ch’oss Hollows about midnight. As 
soon as my troops could be fed and collected I hurried forward with my 
little for(*e, determined to make the best showing I could for the bene- 
lit of the garrison. The enemy not knowing my force, but doubtless 
supposing I was coming with all my former numbers, made a hasty 
retreat during the niglii, his rear guard leaving as my advance arrived 
about 11 o’clock November 4. A iiortion of the rebel troops, separat¬ 
ing from Price’s main force, went eastward under Freeman, following 
dovm the White lUver, leaving their broken guns in disgust and prob¬ 
ably disbanding near nuutsvill(‘. The main force, however, moved 
rajudly back to Cano Hill and joined Price’s main army, which was col¬ 
lecting cattle and other su])i)lies at that place. 

The accom])anying report of Colonel Harrison is interesting, giving 
an account ufc his iierilous position and gallant deportment for some 
time before^ my forces came to his relief. 

I sent the following disj^atch: 

Fayktteville, Friday, November 4 , 1864 r — l ^ m, 
Major-General Hatxeck: » 

Pi'icc’s forces attacked and sliell<*d Ibis place, but retreated at tbe approach of my 
command. CJolonel Harrison re])ortb bis loss as trifling. He -will join me in pursuit 
as yoji direct. Tbe enemy lost several, including one officer. He has divided, but 
seems to aim at a crossing of the Arkanstis above Fort Smith. 

S. R. CURTIS, 
Major-Generals 
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I sent a similar telegram to General Bosecrans and forwarded anotlier 
lot of prisoners to him in charge of Lieutenant Quinby. 

rONTINUANCE OF THE PURSUIT BELOW FAYETTEVILLE, ARK. 

The broken lines at Fayetteville made it difacult to ascertain the 
route of Price's main force, and detained me nearly a day. During this 
delay and pursuant to your directions I ordered Colonel Harrison to 
join me with a portion of his force, leaving Captain Dodge’s battery^ 
which was nearly broken down, and the remainder of the garrison, suf¬ 
ficient in my judgment for the safety of the place, while w^e continued 
to press Price’s general movement beyond. Giving Colonel Uarrison 
the advance .we moved forward on the 5th, our force now amounting to 
about 3,500. During the day I received a note from General Banborn, 
dated the 4th, at Cassville, explaining the order of the previous day to 
Colonel Benteeu as not being his— 

Design to mthdraw him itom the face of the enemy or from yonr support hut ex¬ 
pecting him to be near Cassyillc, where I was expecting to be in person to-day. He 
will remain with you if Price is still in yonr front. M;^ information is that his army 
has gone into the Nation. I will have positive in a day or two. General 

McNeil’s brigade is a few miles in the rear, and will come forward at onco; if there 
is any prospect of meeting the enemy. 

1 have the honor to he, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 

JNO. B. SANBORN, 
By'igadier- General, Comm a nding. 

This showed me clearly that no other re-enforcements were in sup¬ 
porting distance and my boldness of pursuit must compensate for want 
of numbers, judging rightly that the enemy would not in his flight 
ascertain ifche relation of my troops to those iii my rear. Crossing the 
Illinois Eiver, I camped for the night at Prairie Grove battle-ground. 
Diu'ing the day we found plenty of cattle, which now became the only 
food for most of my troops. Very little forage for horses could be 
obtained and the country beyond was still more morinallaceoiis and des¬ 
titute. We lelt Prairie Grove at daylight on the Cth, driving scattering 
rebels out of Cane Hill and taking and paroling a large number of sick 
and broken-down rebel prisoners. Price had secured supplies of cattle 
^t this place and his troops had commenced erecting huts, with the evi¬ 
dent supposition that he would remain some time. Colonel Benteen^ 
scouts attacked and killed some of the enemy’s scouts or rear guard, 
killing 2 or 3 and capturing the old flag of General Blunt’s escort, which 
the rebels took at the massacre of Baxter Springs. Benteen lost 2 or 
3 in this skmmish. We went into camp about 5 p. m. near the ground 
occupied by Price’s forces the previous night, liirovember G we made an 
early start, following the well-marked trail of Price’s army. His camp¬ 
fires extended for miles, and I counted over 100 head of cattle that 
had been slaughtered and the meat distributed among liis troops. We 
pressed forward during the day and most of the night, when we ascer¬ 
tained the enemy had departed westward from the Line road, taking 
the valley of a beautiful Httle stream called the Sallisaw, which bears 
southwest through a portion of the Cherokee ITation, halting and graz¬ 
ing our horses on cane and coarse grass, which we found oii the valley 
of this stream. We were evidently close on the enemy’s rear, and my 
ord^r of march for the 7th was carefully arranged for battle. Colonel 
Benteen in advance. General Blunt’s division followed next. Colonel 
Harrison’s force followed this division, and Major Ketner, Sixteenth 
Kansas Cavalry, commanded escort and all that appertained to the 
dominissary train. November 7 we started at daylight, our route lead¬ 
ing through the woods and on by-roads in a southwesterly diL‘ection. 
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Horses, wagons, and property stolen from the Missouri marked the way, 
wdiieh we followed till late at night and remained until the morning. 
Among other articles a carriage, said to be the one occupied by Price 
liimself, was passed on the wayside, and everything showed a hasty and 
terrified reti'eat. Our curiosity, usual on such occasions, hurried the 
advance forward, ho])ing to overtake the enemy. About dark we came 
upon a cannon which he left in the road, and after a few miles more, dark¬ 
ness and a necessity to close up my forces induced another halt. We 
had very little chance to feed ourselves or horses and resumed the march 
early on the 8th, uncertain of oui‘ whereabouts, but confident of the 
enemy’s near presence as the prairie was still burning and his broken- 
down mules, horses, and baggage were again broadcast over his well- 
defined way. Colonel Harrison now had the advance and pushed for¬ 
ward with great vigor to the timber, far in our advance, which proved to 
be the timber skirting the Arkansas lliver. A few of the rebel rear guard 
were driven beyond the stream, and bringing up McLain’s battery, we 
shelled tbe timber on the south side. Some of our troops crossed over 
and exchanged a few shots as they supx)osed with the last of Price’s 
army. Our work was accomplished, and the shout that went up from 
the Army of the Border and the roar of our cannon resounded through 
the gloomy forests of the Arkansas, carrying to the camp of the starving 
enemy beyond our parting farewell. This crossing, selected by Stand 
Watie’s Indians, is a little above the mouth of the Sallisaw, about 
twenty-five miles above Fort Smith. 

A prisoner taken by the enemy, who had escaped or been discharged, 
a reverend aiid perfectly reliable gentleman, gave the particulars oi 
the enemy’s condition. His troops were so destitute of provisions, an 
officer being begged by a soldier for an ear of corn was told he had not 
a grain to give him. The elm trees for miles had been stripped to fur¬ 
nish food for the starving multitude. An officer of the rebel army 
whom we paroled at Cane Hill said that at Lexingfon Price’s force was 
37,000, but now he thought he had lost in killed, wounded, and missing 
from <S,000 to 10,000. All my information was to the effect that the 
enemy was over 20,000 strong, but many of his troops were volunteers 
and conscripts picked up by the way and Avere only partially armed. 

The reports of my militia forces are so imperfect and those of others 
also 1 cannot give any coiTect idea of my own losses, either at each 
battle or in the aggregate. I was obliged to immediately separate my 
troops and start them homeward in different columns, so as to collect 
scattering cattle and the best grass to save our men and horses fi*om 
greater suffering. 

The reports of my subordinates and that of my medical director in 
the field show that our killed, wounded, and prisoners during the cam¬ 
paign may have reached 1,800 or 2,000. We nowhere stopped to bury 
our dead or take care of the wounded, feeling confident we left them 
with their friends, where their wives, mothers, and sisters could safely 
render them the kind offices so justly due to those who fell in this 
struggle for their homes and their country. Before separating from 
the gallant 3,500 that had accompanied me from the Missouri to the 
Arkansas, and fr‘om Newtouia, a distance of 200 miles, been my only 
comrades in this eventful pursuit, I issued the following congratu¬ 
latory order, a copy of which I sent you as soon as x)ossible after my 
return to the settlements: 

General Field Orders, } Headquarters Army oe the Border, 

No. —. ) Camj) Arkansasj November X864. 

The object of this organization and campaign is accomplished. The rebel army 
under General Sterling Price has been connronted, beaten in several conflicts, pur- 
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sued and driven over 350 miles, Ironi tlio Missouri to the Arkansas. This has hoen 
tlie work of fonrte(*ii dajs. Your niarclies have been incessant, sometimes for days 
-le ni-i S. inrain and siiow. and c^rrerallv on short ration- . ’ Youi the herds 

hr ■!, enemy. Your [n*!^aTioi-, Toil, and <?allantry - ■ highest com¬ 

mendation, and the succ'ess of the campaign in which } on liave so gloriously partici¬ 
pated, moat of you from tl« to the end, must entitle % on to the thanks of 

your Government and the gr.‘ ■■■ ■, oi the loyal ■|)eople of our country. Your losses 
are consiilerahle, hnt nothing in comparison xsitli those of the enemy, who admits of 
a loss in killed, wounded, and missing* of 8,000 or 10,000. All his cannon, too, a largo 
portion of his small-arms, his vast wagon train loaded Avith spoils, and herds of 
cattle and horses, Jiave been left, hiirned, and scattered, in 1 h(‘ way of your pursuit. 
His army of 20,000 or 30,000 is coiu^erted into an iinanncd, disorganiz(‘d mob, desti¬ 
tute of everything, starving with hunger and far from sup])]ies. Their condition is 
indeed so desperate as to excite x>it.y rather than exultation.^ But the greatest 
aeliieA'ement of this camiiaign is the driving a des^ierale class of vagrant associales 
of rebels so far from your homes and tlie State you defend. Besides this your stiu-n 
resistance and close pursuit saved the towns and garrisons of Kansas City, Olathe, 
Paola, Fort Scott, Fayetteville, Fort Gibson, and Fort Smith, and the valuable pub¬ 
lic stores of those places, besides cheeking ulterior xnirpos« > ia*- -laujht* - and des¬ 
olation contemxdated by the invasion of Kansas. But it '■•«■.!•! • ..'I: the lu’il- 

liancy of your achievements to claim this for yourselves alofic without acknowledging 
with gratitude the share borne in the brunt of tlio contest by the troops of Missouri 
and the militia of Kansas, who shared our dangers, and because of their gr(‘ater 
numbers, especially deserve more of the honors due to the conflicts of the 24 th, 25th, 
and 28th of October. But to y- 7 - brigade of Colonel Benteen, who 

have shared in most of these ', " throughout the long weary pur¬ 

suit to the dark and turbid waters of the Arkansas, Avhero your guns thnudered in 
the rear of the starving, terrified enemy, must be accorded tlie special commendation 
of the commanding general and the generous apx>roval of your country. The special 
honors due to distinguished comrades in this campaign will be carefully xiresented 
by the commanding general in hisproi)er rexmrtto headquarters at Washington; and 
to secure the most exact justice to so many deserving coimnendation, commanders 
of divisions, brigades, detachments, and stan officers will make full reiiorts, directed 
to headquarters Fort Leavenworth, at thoir earlU^st conveiiicmce. 

In parting, the general tenders to the officers and soldiers, for their generous sup¬ 
port and prompt obedience to orders, and to his stall* for their unceasing elfovts to 
share the toil incident to the campaign, liis heartfelt thanks. 

The pursuit of Price in 18(54, and the battles of Lexington, Little Blue, Big Blue, 
Westport, Marais des Cygnes, Osage, Chariot, and Newtonia will he borne on tbe 
banners of regiments who shared in them, and the States of Missouri, Iowa, Kansas, 
Colorado, Hlmois, Indiana, Wisconsin, and Arkansas may glory in the achievonionts 
of their sons in this short but eventful campaign. 

The First Division, commanded by General Blunt, will move from the camx> 
according to special instructions. 

The brigade of Colonel Benteen will return to his proper corps command by such 
route as he may consider most economical and advantageous to the Government. 

Colonel Harrison will report to General Steele at his (‘arlicst couA'cnicnco. 

Colonel Ford, Avith his command, Avill accompany the commanding general to his 
headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 

By command of Major-General Curtis: 

C. S. CHAKLOT, 

. i Rftisfd n1 A dju ia n U Gc w m/ 7 . 


BETURN FROM THE PXTR,StTIT OF PRICE. 

As directed in your dispatch of the 28th of October, Price had been 
pursued beyond the Aihaiisas, carrying away with liim the murderers, 
marauders, and bushwhackers that infested Missouri, Arkansas, and 
Kansas. He entered Missouri feasting and furnishing Ids troops on 
the rich products and abundant spoils of the Missouri Valley, but 
crossed the Arkansas destitute, disarmed, disorganized, and a.voiding 
starvation by eating raw corn and slippery-elm bark. Uaving thus 
disposed of our foes, my forces being separated, made their way in 
several lines, scouring the country for cattle and hogs, their only means 
of subsistence. The grass also being entirely killed by the frost, afforded 
poor sustenance for horses and rendered it necessary for ns to walk 
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miicli of the way and make short marches till we reached the vicinity 
of Fort Scott, where I arrived oa the 15th, and taking more rapid con¬ 
veyance reached my headquarters, Fort LeaA^enworth, on the 18th of 
November. I here recei ved your dispatch of the 7th, which is as follows : 

TVashingtox, D. C., Novemher 7, 1SG4, 

Major-General Curtis, 

In tliQ Field: . 

The Secretary of War directs that you assume command of all the troops belong¬ 
ing DO the Department of Missouri, and now serving on the west border of that State, 
and ]nirsue Price toward the Arkansas River or till he reaches the troops of General 
Steele or General Reynolds. Having completed this duty, you will return the troops 
to their respective commands. You will furnish a copy of this order to the several 
commanders, and also to General Eosecrans. Regiments or fractions of regiments 
belonging to Department of Arkansas will be sent to General Steele. 

H. W. HxiLLECK, 

Chief of Staff, 

This order, as you perceive, was issued at Washington the day be¬ 
fore I reached the Arkansas River and far from mails and telegraphic 
communication, yet seems to cover all my orders and movements down 
to my order of the 8th, distributing the trooiis that had shared in the 
final pursuit. Thus terminated my last campaign against the rebel 
General Price in thirty-eight days. The distance traversed, going and 
returning, including the various marches and countermarches of head¬ 
quarters of the Army of the Border, is about 850 miles. 

In conclusion, although I have specially commended most of my com¬ 
rades who ought to be prominently named, yet I here again present 
the roll of honor, which I hope may be transmitted to posterity, and 
ask for the generous sympathy of theii* countrymen and from their 
Government the advancement due to those who have gained victories, 
conquered armies, saved cities, and increased the great aggregate of 
glorious achievements which are crushing the rebellion. 

ROLL OP HONOR. 

Maj. Gen. James G. Blunt, U. S. Yolunteers. 

Maj. Gen. Alfred Plcasonton, U. S. Yolunteers. 

Maj. Gen. George W. Deitzler, Kansas State Militia. 

Brig. Gen. John McNeil, IT. S. Yolunteers. 

Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. 8. Yolunteers. 

Brig. Gen. W. H. M. Fishback, Kansas State Militia. 

Col. James EL. Ford, Second Colorado Cavalry Yolunteers. 

Col. Charles R. Jennison, Fifteenth Kansas Cavahy Yolunteers. 

Col. Charles W. Blair, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry Yolunteers. 

Col. Thomas Moonlight, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry Yolunteers. 

Col. M. La Rue Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers. 

Col. George W. Yeale, Second Kansas State Militia. 

Col. G. A. Colton, Fifth Kansas State Militia. 

Col. James Montgomery, Sixth Kansas State Militia. 

Col. William D. McCain, Fourth Kansas State Militia. 

Col- William Pennock, Tenth Kansas State Militia. 

Col. L. S. Treat, Twelfth Kansas State Militia, 

Col. A. 0. Hogan, Nineteenth Kansas State Militia. 

Col. Sandy Lowe, Twenty-first Kansas State Militia. 

Lieut. Col. F. W. Benteeu, Tenth Missouri Volunteer Cavalry. 

Lieut. Col. George H. Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. 

Lieut. Col. Samuel Walker, Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. 
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Maj. J. Xelson Sniitli, Second Colorado Cavalry (killed). 

Maj. J. L. Pritcliard, Se(*ond Colorado Cavalry. 

Maj. James Ketuer, Si'tteeutli Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. 

Maj. Martin Anderson, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry. 

Maj. E. G. Eoss, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. 

Maj. Henry Hopkins, Second Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. 

Maj. A. It. Pierce, commanding Fourth Iowa, and wounded at 
battle of Osage. 

Capt. G. L. Gove, Company G, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry 
(who commanded my body guard in early part of campaign and died 
from ejects of exposure). 

Capt. P. Cosgrove, Company L, Second Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. 

Lieutenant Gill, Company H, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry 
(who commanded a battery of howitzers attached to my escort). 

Sergeant Slonakei (same company, who served with these guns). 

I desire to especially mention my own regular stafffor gallant services 
on almost every held : 

Maj. T. J. Weed, additional aide-de-camp. 

Maj. T. I. McKenny, aide-de-camp and inspector-general. 

Maj. C. S. Chariot, assistant adjutant general 

Maj. S. S. Cui'tis, Second Colorado Volunteer Cavalry, and aide-de- 
camp. 

Maj. E. H. Hunt, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, and chief of 
artillery. 

Capt" E. I. Meeker, chief signal officer. 

Lieut. G. T. Eobinson, chief engineer. 

Lieut. C. M. Eoberts, signal officer. 

Lieut. J. E. Fitch, staff and acting chief quartermaster. 

My volunteer staff were all active in the field and elsewhere: 

Hon. James H. Lane, acting aide-de-camp. 

Hon. S. C. Pomeroy, acting aide-de-camp. 

Col. W. F. Cloud, Second Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, acting aide-de- 
camp. 

Col. John Eitchie, First EegimentIndian Home Guards, acting aide- 
de cam]>. 

Col. Samuel J. Crawford, First [Second] Eegiment Kansas (colored), 
acting aide-de camp. 

Col. W. Y. Eoberts (formerly of First Kansas), acting aide de-camp. 

Lieut. Col. J. B. Wheeler, Thirteenth Kansas Volunteer Infantry, 
acting field officer. 

Lieut. Col. J. J. Sears, Eighteenth U. S. Colored Troops, acting pro¬ 
vost marshal of the Army of the Border. 

Among others should be mentioned with honor: 

Surg. S. B. Davis, medical director of the Army of the Border. 

Surg- Philip Harvey. 

Surg. I. J. Pollok, Second Colorado Volunteer Cavalry. 

Assistant Surgeons Vance and Akin, Second Colorado Volunteer 
Cavalry. 

Capt. W. D. McLain, Independent Battery Colorado Volunteers. 

.Lieut. G, S. Eayre, Independent Battery Colorado Volunteers. 

Lieutenant Beach, Independent Battery Colorado Volunteers, 

Capt. J. H. Dodge, Ninth Battery Wisconsin Volunteers. 

Lieutenant Hicks, Ninth Battery Wisconsin Volunteers. 

Lieut. W, H. Pierce, Second Colorado Volunteers, acting ordnance 
officer in the field. 
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Major-General Blunt in bis report honorably mentions the names of 
those on his regular and volunteer staff: 

Oapt. George S. Hampton, assistant adjutant-general. 

Gapt. K. J. Hinton, Second Kansas (colored), acting aide-de camp. 

Capt. B. E. Simpson, acting assistant quartermaster. 

Oapt. George J. Clark, Fourteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, act¬ 
ing ordnance officer. 

Lieut. Col. John T. Burris (late of Tenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry j, 
volunteer aide-de-camp. 

Maj. E. G. Ward, First Kansas Colored Volunteers, volunteer aide- 
de camp. 

Maj. T. H. Penney (late of Thirty-fifth Missouri Volunteers), volunteer 
aide-de-camp. 

Capt. A. J. Shannon, district provost-marshal and acting division 
provost- marshal. 

Capt. T. E. Milhoan (late Tenth Kansas), acting aide-de-camp. 

Second Lieut. W. B. Clark, Company Fourteenth Kansas Volun¬ 
teer Cavalry, commanding escort. 

I also present the names of: 

Captain Carpenter, commanding battalion Third Wisconsin Cavalry. 

Lieut. J. B. Pond, commanding battalion Third Wisconsin Cavalry. 

Lieut. John Orites, Company D, Third Wisconsin Cavalry. 

Lieut. Joseph Mackle, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, acting- 
assistant adjutant-general. 

Lieut. W. H. Bisbee, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, regimental 
adjutant. 

Captain Young, Fifth Kansas Volunteer Cavahy. 

Lieutenant Taber, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, acting assist¬ 
ant adjutant-general. 

Lieutenant Goble, Company L, Fifth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. 

Surgeon Ainsworth and Assistant Surgeon Adams, Eleventh Kansas 
Volunteer Cavalry ; Sergt. Maj. I. H. Isbell, Quartermaster Sergeant W. 
H. Cowan, and Chief Bugler K. D. Horton, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer 
Cavalry, for gallantry in the field are deser\ing promotion, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Morris, Tenth Kansas State Militia. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Eves, Twenty-fourth Kansas State Militia. 

Major Smith, Nineteenth Kansas State Militia. 

Major Wiley, Tenth Kansas State Militia. 

Maj. 0. Willets, volunteer aide to Colonel Blair. 

Lieut. L. J. Beam, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, acting assist¬ 
ant adjutant-general. 

Lieut. James Aitken, Twenty-fourth Kansas State Militia (severely 
wounded at Westport). 

Sergeant-Major Eebstein, Third Wisconsin Volunteer Cavalry. 

Sergt. A. C. Greenleaf, Third Wisconsin Volunteer Cavalry. 

Private Van Valkenburg, Third Wisconsin Volunteer Cav^ry. 

Oapt. W. II. Greene, Second Colorado Volunteer Cavalry. 

Lieut. E. S. Eoe, Second Colorado Cavalry, acting assistant-adjutant- 
general. 

Lieut. William Wise, Second Colorado Cavalry. 

Ifieut. J. Fenton Seymour, Second Colorado Cavalry (who was wounded 
at Little Blue). 

Captain Kingsbury, Second Colorado Cavalry. 

Captain Elmer, Second Colorado Cavalry. 

Captain Boyd, Second Colorado Cavahy. 
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Sergt. Ji^amiiel T. Ferree, Company I, Second Colorado Cavalry (gal¬ 
lantry at NTewtonia). 

Capt. Thomas Moses, Company C, Second Colorado Cavalry (wounded 
at Newtonia). 

All the names thus presented deserve honorable mention for uniform 
gallantry and energy. 

1 must also include some, reluctantly left in my rear to attend to my 
sup])ort of men and means, and for earnest and successful exertions, 
there tore deserving this presentation; 

Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Davies, commanding Distri(‘t of North 
Kansas. 

Col. Werter E. Davis, commanding post at Fort Leavenworth. 

Colonel Coates, Enrolled Missouri Militia, Kansas City, Mo. 

Maj. F. E. Hirnt, chief paymaster, in command of artillery at the 
post and city of Leavenworth. 

Maj. H. if. Heath, provost-marshal-general. 

IMaj. E. S. Hubbard, Kansas State Militia, commanding at Wyan¬ 
dotte. 

Surgeon Buckmaster, medical director of the department. 

Capt. John Willans, assistant adjutant-general, headquarters Fort 
Leavenworth. 

Capt. H. 0. Hodges, depot quartermaster, Fort Leavenworth. 

Capt. John McNutt, chief of ordnance, Fort Leavenworth. 

Capt. Eobert Graham, depot commissary, Fort Leavenworth. 

Capt. Edgar Seelye, depot quartermaster at Kansas City, and till 
after the battle of Wesipport, acting chief quartermaster of the army. 

I name also as deserving honorable mention for active exertions in 
protecting the border, the post of Paola, and town of Mound City, and 
tor gallantry on the march, and at the latter place on the night of the 
24th and morning of the 25th of October, the names of: 

Col. Thomas Moonlight, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavahy, com¬ 
manding bi'igade. 

Lieut. Col. Samuel A. Drake, Seventeenth Kansas Volunteers (100- 
day’s men). 

Capt. S. W. Greer, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, commanding, 
Mound City. 

Captain Parks, Kansas State Militia, wounded at Mound City, also 
Privates Williams and Manlove, Kansas State Militia (the latter being 
killed at Mound City). 

Dihtances traveled di/ the Army of the Bordet\ 


Miles. 


Oct. 13. From Fort Leavenworth to Olathe. 28 

14. To Wyandotte, via Shawnee. 29 

15. To Hickman MiUs and return. 48 

17. To Kansas City. 4 

19. To Independence. 12 

21. To Little Blue.1.*.. 9 

21. To Big Blue. 15 

22. To Kansas City. G 

23. To Little Santa Fd. 15 

24. To Marais des Cygnes. 56 

25. To Fort Scott.t. 36 

26. To Shanghai. 27 

27. To Carthage. 42 

28. To Newtonia. 30 

29. To Neosho. 10 

30. Back to Newtonia. 10 

31. To Keetsvihe....... 27 
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Nov. 1. To Pea Eidge. 10 

8. To Cross Hollows. 15 

4. To Fayette^ ille.:. 20 

5. To Prairie Grove. 11 

6. To Cane Hill. 25 

7 . 30 

8 . 12 

Pack ai«am. 320 

Tolal. SIT 


I liave the honor to he, general, your obedient servant, 

s. 11 . omms, 

AIaJor-(/e?ien{L 

[Major-deneral ITalleck, 

C7iuf of 


Ko. 05. 

Report of Maj. Chapman Chariot., l\ fl. Army., As.^i^fanf A^ljitfant- 

General. 

Headquaeters Depaetivient of Kansas, 

Fort Lea Genworth, December 13^ l^Gd. 
General : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
history and operations of the Army of the Border and the share it-took 
in the pursuit of Price in 18G4: 

As early as September 13 the commander of the Department of the 
Missouri reeei\ ed information of the croSwSing of the Arkansas by Price 
and his army and of their march in the direction of Kansas and Mis¬ 
souri. You were then encami)ed on the Solomon River with a small 
force of volunteers and militia hastily collected for a campaign against 
the Indians who had lately been committing depredations in the western 
part of your command. Immediately on your return, September 17, 
measures were taken to secure the safety of the threatened border as 
far as was possible with the very limited force in the department, and 
on the 20th you telegraphed to the Governor of Kansas to notify the 
militia to be ready to co-operate in the defense of the State, proposing 
to the Governor, as far as possible, to use the militia only in garrisoning 
posts and to send forward the volunteers thus reheved. Kotice same 
day was also telegraphed to General Rosecrans of the fai'ther advance 
of the rebels, and on the 23d that Price was reported at Oane HiU. Of 
his movements and x>rogTess, however, our chief source of information 
was through Major-General Rosecrans, and they seem to have been so 
mysteriously conducted as to leave that distinguished officer in con¬ 
siderable doubt as to whether there was any enemy advancing on us 
from the south or not; e. g.: On the 24th of September General Rose¬ 
crans telegraphed you that he ^kloes not credit’^ General Steele’s dis¬ 
patches that Price, with 5,000 to 10,000 mounted infantry and seven¬ 
teen pieces of artillery” was at Pocahontas on the 22d; on the 24th, that 
there is reason to believe that Price is north of the Arkansas line in 
Southern Missouri, &c.;” on the 26th, ‘^my present impression is that 
he (Price) will come toward Jefferson City between Rolla and Lebanon 
and pass out toward Kansas,” at the same time advising against any 
movement ‘‘too far vsouth,” rather to wait until “his (Price’s) strength 
and intentions in Missouri are developed,” and esi)ecially urging the 
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retention of Colonel ForcTs (Second Colorado) regiment in the neigh¬ 
borhood of Kansas City. Again incredulous on the 2Sth. On the 29th 
he telegraphs the attack on Pilot Knob by Pi ice in person and declares 
that the question of Price’s being in Missouri is settled.” 

On the 2()th, however, you had begun moving troops in view of the 
danger to Kansas li‘om Pri(*e and his rebel army in Missouri, Colonel 
Ford, whose regiment had just been reported to you, was directed to 
move south to a point near Paola, and the utmost vigilance was en¬ 
joined ux)on Colonel Blair, commanding at Fort Scott, and Colonel Jen- 
nisou, at Mound City. On the 2d of October General Sykes, command¬ 
ing District of South Kansas, was directed to assemble forces at Olathe, 
including such of the militia as he might be able to collect in that 
vicinity. Same day Governor Carney, in response to your a])peal to 
him for the aid of the militia, proposed to you to make a formal written 
demand upon him Avhich he might jiublish as the basis of his action in 
calling out the militia. Colonel Ford, now at Indexiendence, was ordered 
to send out scouts toward the enemy, who were reported advancii»g 
from Franklin and Washington on the Missouri Kiver, and to keep in 
communication with General Brown, commanding at Warrensburg. 
On the 4th Price was rapidly advancing on Jeherson City, and on the 
5th, his purpose to strike immediately for Kansas being fully developed, 
the desfred letter was addressed to Governor Carney, and next day, 
6th, General Eosecrans was urged to jiush forward his forces in the 
rear of the enemy, that delay is disastrous.” Daily dispatches were 
sent to commanding officers to obtain more accurate information of the 
movements of the enemy. At the same time every effort was made to 
hurry forward the militia. On the 8th, after repeated dispatches to 
the Governor to hurry up the militia,” each more urgent than the last, 
the Governor’s proclamation was issued. The result proved that the 
movement was not made too soon. On the 10th Price was reported 
west of Jefferson City and martial law was declared, to extend through¬ 
out the State of Kansas and the territory occupied by the troops mov¬ 
ing therefr'om.” General Blunt was ordered to Paola and })laced in 
command of the District of South Kansas, Maj. Gen. G. AV. Deitzler, 
Kansas State Militia, commanding the militia, which was reported as 
turning out promptly throughout the border counties. On the 11th, 
when the commanding genei*al took the field in i)erson, the troops out 
of which was to be created the Army of the Border ” consisted of the 
Second Colorado Cavalry, Col. James H. Ford, moving from Pleasant 
Hill to Hickman Mills, and constituting the advance,* the Eleventh 
Kansas Cavalry, Col. Thomas Moonlight, headquarters at Paola; the 
.Fifteenth Kansas Cavahy, Col. C. E. Jeimison, headquarters at Mound 
City, and a detachment of the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, Lieut. Col. 
Samuel AV^alker, First Colorado Battery, Capt. W. D. McLain, at Paola, 
and Kinth AVisconsin Battery, Capt. J. H. Dodge, at Fort Eiley. The 
militia, though rapidly assembling, had yet to be organized, armed and 
equipped, and on the 13th, when w^e left Olathe for Kansas City, the 
commanding general found himself quite in advance of his troops. 
Orders were issued to Major-General Blunt, commanding the right wing. 
Army of the Border, to concentrate at Hickman Mills, while the militia, 
constituting the left wing, under Major-General Deitzler, Kansas State 
Militia, were to assemble at Shawnee, on the State line, with a view of 
throwing forward the left in the direction of Kansas City and Inde¬ 
pendence. On the 14th we camped at AVyandotte, and the next day 
we proceeded to Independence, thence to Hickman MiUs, returning 
same night to camp in AVyandotte. On the 16th Ford was at Independ- 
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ence with a portion of his o\vii regiment and a battalion of the Sixteenth 
Kansas; Blunt at Hickman Mills, with Jennisotfsj Moonlight’s, and 
Blast’s brigades, and Deitder at Bhawneetown, with about 8.000 tnlli tin, 

On the 17th Blunt moved forward toward Lexington With Jehnison 
and Moonlight, and Deitzler to Independence with a jiortioli of his 
command. CVdonel Blair, at Hickman IMilLs. was ordered to Inove for¬ 
ward in support of Deitzler, and Colonel Learnard, at Shawnee, was 
directed to hold the militia at that point in readiness to move wherever 
they could best co-operate in the effort to crush the foe. lOth, 17th, 
and 18th, general headquarters were at Camp Chariot, near Kansas 
City. Orders were issued to provide the militia with blankets as far as 
possible, and to send forward rations to Independence, and every effort 
was made to complete the organization and equipment of our little 
army and to render it effective for a rapid and successful catnpaigin 
Scouts were kept actively at work, parties sent out to repair telegraph 
lines, and the most satisfactory information was obtained that Price 
wms advancing with his main body in the neighborhood of Lexingtotik 
Considerable dissatisfaction was manifChted, and some diffic‘Ulty 
occurred among the militia force on being ordered beyond the State 
line and into Missouri, but the firmness and energy of Colonel Ford, 
General Blunt, and, above ah, the presence and ptu’sonal inflitence of 
the oommandiiig general, prevented any serious trouble, and soon 
stored harmony to the command. On the 19th general headquarters 
were moved forward to Independence, and at 4 o’clock the following 
morning report reached camp that Blunt, having met and fought 
Price’s main force at Lexington, was falling back and had taken posi¬ 
tion on the Little Blue. Lieutenant Smith, in command of M Company, 
Third Eegiinent Kansas State Militia, %vas ordered to scout out five to 
ton miles beyond Blunt’s position, feel the enemy, and send back intel 
ligeuce, and Major McKenny was sent to Colonel Ford to give orders 
that the main road to Kansas City be kept open for military purposes. 
Captain Hyde, Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavafoy, was ordered to 
take the steamer Tom Morgan and twenty men of his company and 
proceed down the river not farther than Lexington, and if fired upon 
by artillery to turn back, proceed to Kansas City, and report by tele¬ 
graph. General Blunt arrived from the front with Fifteenth Kansas 
Volunteer Cavalry and Third Wisconsin, leaving Colonel Moonhght 
holding the crossing at the Little Blue. 

At 7 o’clock morning of the 21st Moonlight was attacked by the 
enemy in force, and, with 500 men and two howitzers, fought gallantly 
for two hours, falling back two miles, when Colonel Ford, with his regi¬ 
ment, came to his support, and at 10 o’clock General B^unt came up 
with Jeniiison’s command, consisting of the Fifteenth Kansas Volun¬ 
teer Cavalry, in command of Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt, followed imme¬ 
diately by the major-general commanding and staff*, General Cui‘tis 
dmecting in person," and exposed to a very hot fire of artillery and small- 
arms for two hours, and until recalled by General Lane, volunteer aide- 
de-camp, Our boys fought nobly all day, contesting every inch of 
ground, and making good their retreat to Independence in the face of 
Price’s entire command, estimated at 25,090 cavalry, without losing a 
gun, camping on the Big Blue after dark, tired, and glad to be ^riet alone.” 
Prisoners report Price in command in person, with 40,000 men. 

In the battle of the Little Blue General Blunt was everywhere in the 
thickest of the fight, directing movements of his slender command regard¬ 
less of shot and shell. He estimates our loss, killed, wounded, and miss¬ 
ing, at 200. Colonel Moonlight, Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavairyj^ 
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estimates his loss at 100 killed and Tvounded. Colonel Ford reports his 
loss about 00, including Major Smith, killed while gallantly leading 
his men in a charge. General Curtis was attended on the field by Hon. 
James H. Lane and Col. John llitchie, volunteer aides-de-camp; Major 
McKenny, aide-de-camp; Major Chariot, assistant adjutant-general; 
Captain Meeker, chief signal officer; Lieutenant Eoberts, acting aide- 
de-camp; Lieutenant Hubbard, acting assistant adjutant-general, and 
Lieutenant Quinby, acting signal officer, also acting aide-de-camp. Col, 
S. J. Crawford, volunteer aide-de-camp, was on the field until ordered 
back to assist General Heitzler in forming our line on the Big Blue. 
Major Hunt, of the staff, was in the thickest of the fight commanding 
section of howitzers, vsupported by the general’s body guard. 

Early on the morning of the 2tld we were ^‘in the saddle” and to the 
ffront,” the general in i)erson (*or*c('tffig the x)osition of batteries and lines. 
General Grant, of the Kansas militia, was ordered to send scouts out to¬ 
ward Pleasant Hill, and also to^vard Independence, to give notice of any 
flank movement by the enemy, and send rex)orts (very thirty minutes. 
Col. J. J. Sears (lieutenant-colonel Eighteenth U. S. Colored Inlantry), 
reported and assigned to duty as volunteer aide-de-camp, w^as sent to 
General Blunt with orders to send information every thirty minutes. 
General Lane having reported column of enemy mo\ing wnst of our 
position, General Blunt Avas directed to send Colonel Moonlight with 
his brigade to look after it, and guard against any flank movement, 
and Colonel Cloud, volunteer aide-de-camj), ordered to Westport to halt 
the militia where they are until furthei orders. At this time, 11 o’clock, 
Jennison was holding Byram’s Ford and h^ht Hinkle’s Ford. 
Colonel Ford reporting that heavy columns ot enemy were moving in 
dkectionof those fords, Generals Deitzlerand Blunt w'cre both ordered 
to send forward re-enforcements. We held the line of the Big Blue 
until 3 o’clock, when the enemy in large force turned our right flank, 
and orders were issued to the several commanding officers to wdthdraAv 
within the lines of the fortifications at Kansas City, which was success¬ 
fully accomplished by G o’clock. An hour affcerwaid, news havijig been 
received that Pleasonton was in the rear of the enemy with a consider¬ 
able force, General Deitzler was ordered to re-enforce Moonlight and Jen¬ 
nison, who were holding the advance position. A prisoner, Caifiain 
Yan Yalkenburgh, commissary of subsistence rebel army, reports Price 
in command in person, with 35,000 troops, under Bhelby, Marmaduke, 
Fagan, and Tyler, division commanders. 

Sunday, 23d, Avas fought the battle of Westport. Oiu* troops Avcre 
under arms at daylight, and almost immediately the (jommands of 
Colonels Jennison, Ford, and Moonlight were hotly engaged, the enemy 
largely outnumbering us and pressing us back upon the toAVii of West- 
port. Colonel Blair was ordered forward with his militia brigade on 
the right, and the Second Colorado, Fifteenth and Sixteenth Kansas, 
were ordered to charge in center and left, Avhich Avas handsomely done, 
while McLain’s battery and the escort of howitzers were doing fine 
execution among the heaA^ ranks of the enemy, whose lines threatened 
to envelop our Little army. By 12 o’clock Pleasonton’s guns on our 
left could be distinctly heard, and before two hours the rebels gave Avay 
in all directions, retreating rapidly and directly south. At 2.30 p. m. 
the general and staff halted an hour at Indian Creek, ten miles from 
Westport, where General Pleasonton and staff* Avere already Avaitiug. 
After an interview, at which were present Generals Cimtis, Blunt, 
Pleasonton, Deitzler, Governor Carney, and Senator Lane, and a num¬ 
ber of staff officers, we continued our march to Little Santa F(J, where 
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the command bivouacked for the night. Daylight 24th, x>ursuit renewed 
hy the combined forces of Generals Curtis and Pleasoiiton, General 
Blunt’s division in the advance. The general and staft left camp at 8 
o’clock. Major Weed was sent forward with orders to General Blunt 
to press hard on the enemy’s rear and not scatter. Continued pursuit 
without intermission or halt to West Point, where we arrived after 
dark. After a short halt the march was resumed and kept up all nighty 
through a steady and cold rain which had not ceased at daylight {25th)^ 
when the advance struck the rebels at the crossing of the Marais des 
Cygnes. Here was fought the first of a series of engagements which 
resulted in the complete overthrow of the rebels, the utter rout and de¬ 
moralization of the Army of Missouri under Pricein person, the capture of 
Major-General Marmaduke, Brigadier-General Cabell, 8 colonels, large 
number of inferior ofiicers, 8 iiieces of artillery, and colors and small- 
arms in large quantities, and rendered the 2o*th of October, 1864, and 
the battles of Marais des Cygues, Osage, and Chariot proudly historic 
in the annals of the great civil Avar of the rebellion. My personal 
report of this glorious day’s operations coiusists chiefly of hard 
riding to tlie rear in bringing up troops. Mc^ISTeil’s brigade was brought 
up in a gallop and held our advanced position in front of the enemy 
that night. In carrying an order to IMajor-General Blunt I passed the 
house where the priwsoners were assembled in charge of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sears, proA^'ost-marshal-general Army of the Border, and 
found Captain Yates and Major Buess, of General Pleasonton’s staff, 
quarreling over the prisoners and claiming them from the custody of 
Colonel Sears as General Pleasonton’s prisoners. 

Being in the execution of a specific duty 1 did not feel at liberty to 
detain [remain] and interfere, but informed Captain Yates and Major 
Suess that Major-Gcn(‘ral Curtis was the senior officer present and ids 
orders must be obeyed, and rode on. The prisoners were afterward 
taken from Port Scott, in General Curtis’ department, and contrary to 
his orders, by General Pleasonton’s officers, to Saint Louis via Warrens- 
burg, after our own troops had left Port Scott in further pursuit of the 
enemy, and our provost-marshal was powerless to execute his order to 
convey the prisoners, under guard detailed from General Pleasonton’s 
command, to Port Leavenworth. The temporary abandonment of the 
pursuit of the enemy, and the inarch to Port Scott on the ev^ening of 
the 25th, became a necessity for our command after General Pleasonton 
had marched his command, constituting the largest iiortion of the com¬ 
bined foiA'cs, av^ay from the line of pursuit and to that post without 
consultation with his senior and commanding officer, Major-General 
Curtis, and contrary to the views of General Curtis previously and 
earnestly expressed. We reached Port Scott at 8 o’clock, and General 
Orders, No. 57, Department of Kansas, was issued rescinding General 
Orders, No. 54, and relieving the State from martial law. Next morn¬ 
ing the command was ordered fovwaa’d from Port Scott, after the gen¬ 
eral and staff had gone some distance out of town, by the following 
order: 


llEADQUAKTERS ArMY OF THE BORJDER, 

III ilw Field, October Q6,1804, 

Generals Blunt and Pleasonton, 

Commaiidinf/ Officers: 

I have reliable iuforination that the enemy have all crossed at Adamson^s Ford and 
gone eastward. 1 tlKTofoie direct all forces to move hy the shortest route to that 
point and follow me iu pursuit. 

' S. R. CURTIS, 

Major-Qen^rah 
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We reached Shanghai, twenty-foiix miles from Fort Scotty andl 
camped. 27th, left Shanghai at sunrise and inarched to Lupis Point. 
Hon, Janies H. Lane and Col. S. J. Crawfoid were relieved from 
further duty as volunteer aides-de camp, and letnrnedto Fort Scott. 
At Coon Creek, where we halted for supper, letters were received 
from General Pleasontou entirely satisfactory. McINeiPs brigade joined 
Us in eohiUin, Sanborn and Eenteen ordered to join us, and General 
fleasonton sends four pieces of artillery. At 9 o’clock the co]ntni]i 
moved forward, and at 10 the general and staff were on the way for ^ 
night niarchi We crossed Spring Liver and reached Carthage, Mo., 
before daylight on the 28th, and halted the command for rest and 
feed three hours, when the column was again in motion. Eidiug for¬ 
ward I reached the front at 11,30, at Diamond Grove, where the enemy 
with their train was in plain sight. General Blunt came up imme¬ 
diately and ordered an advance. We had overtaken Major McKenny^ 
bearer of a flag of truce, but the flag was ordered back, and Major 
McKenny, taking his escort, advanced against the enemy as skir¬ 
mishers. Colonel Ford’s brigade, Major Ketner, of the Sixteenth, in the 
advance, went forward, and messages were sent to the rear by General 
Blunt to hurry forward the whole command. The enemy retreated 
rapidly out of sight, but at Newtonia the advance, under Colonel Ford, 
came upon them again. General Blunt came up immediately, about 3 
o’clock, and ordered a charge, which was made by the Second Colorado 
and Sixteenth Kansas, the general leading in person. McLain’s battery 
opened on the enemy at the same time, supported by the Fifteentlk 
Kansas, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt. This developed their whole 
line, which now threatened to turn both our right and left flanks. 
Orders were sent back to MclSTeil, who was supposed to be in our imme¬ 
diate rear, and to Moonlight, who had not yet come up, but both these 
commands had been halted to feed, and did not reach the ground in 
time to take part in the action. With the Second Colorado, Fifteenth 
and Sixteenth Kansas, altogether less than 1,000 men, we Ibught the 
whole of Shelby’s division, and had succeeded in driving them in the 
center of their line, when General Sanborn unexpectedly arrived, and, 
rapidly forming on the left, charged the enemy’s right, and our victory 
was complete. Kight coming on pursuit was impossible, and the com¬ 
mand returned to Kewtonia, where the remainder ol our column had 
already arrived and gone into camp. Hext morning (29th) we were all 
preparing for the forward,” when dispatches came from General Kose- 
crans, recalling his troops. This leaving us only Blunt’s‘‘divisiou of 
about 1,200 effective men, compelled us to give up the chase after the 
order of march had been published aud a column in motion. 

There is no reasonable doubt that with the troops thus taken from 
us we could have destroyed Price’s panic-stricken, half-starved horde 
this day, and thus ended a brief but brilliant and arduous campaign 
most gloriously. The Army of the Border tread its first step back¬ 
ward and marched to Keosho, twelve miles. The following morning 
dispatches were received from General Halleck, that Lieutenant-Gen¬ 
eral Grant directs the pursuit of Price to be continued to the Arkansas 
Eiver or until met by Steele’s or Eeynolds’ commands. Accordingly 
dispatches were immediately sent to Generals McKeil and Sanborn and 
to Colonels Philips and Benteen, directing them to proceed with tlieir 
several commands to Cassvilleand report to the major-general command¬ 
ing there. Lieut, (now Capt.) J. B, Pond, with forty men of the Third 
Wisconsin Cavalry, was charged with the delivery of these several 
orders and was ordered then to proceed to Fort Scott and forward trains 



CHAP. LIIL] price’s MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 529 

and re-enforcements. An inspection of tlie command was ordered to 
ascertain tlie condition in regard to ammunition and supplies;^ and a 
lengthy dispatch was sent to Major-General Halleck, chief of staff, detail¬ 
ing present position, movements, and embarra ssinents. Two o’clock the 
command returned to ISTewtonia, where ammunition and supplies were 
distributed. -Next day (31 st) the general and staff* left Fewtonia taking 
the Cassville road; halted at 1 o’clock at Gadfly. Finding the enemy 
had taken the Keets^dlle road, dispatches were sent back to Blunt to 
go to Keetsville, and one toBenteen at Cassville to take the same road. 
Of General Eosecrans’ troops ordered to join us, only Benteen’s com¬ 
mand reported. Tuesday, 1st of November, marched ten miles through 
rain and snow and halted at Cross Timbers, where troops built fires and 
where we remained next day (2d) for the command to close up, move¬ 
ments being greatly retarded by the rain and the almost impassable 
condition of the roads. The 3d continued the march and during the 
night received dispatches from Colonel Harrison that the enemy were 
shelling Fayetteville. We hastened forwmff and on the 4th reached 
Fayetteville about 12 o’clock, where we found the enemy had retreated 
on our approach. Having secured the safety of this post we moved 
forward, Colonel Harrison with about 300 of the Fii‘st Arkansas Cav¬ 
alry joining the column and forming the advance. The evening of the 
oth we camped on the old battle-ground of Prairie Grove and next 
morning marched at daylight and continued without halt until 4 p. m., 
when we camped for the night (Camp Hunt); 7th, march resumed at 3 
a. m., and continued until 12 midnight. Next day at 12 m. we reached 
the Ai'kansas Eiver about twenty-five miles above Fort Smith, having 
followed a trail sharply defined and strewn with arms, half-burned 
wagons, dead mules, abandoned horses, and all the debris of a routed 
and demoralized army, including Price’s private carriage, and one piece 
of artillery, abandoned but not destroyed. 

Having cut a new road for more than a mile through an impenetrable 
canebrake, and having found a new ford here, [ Price] had crossed about 
10,000 troops broken, dispirited, and starving, two pieces of artillery and 
forty wagonvS, all that remained of the proud Army of Missoiui, which 
a month ago, 20,000 strong, had marched triumphantly through the 
heart of Missouri, stealing, burning, hnd conscripting, without serious 
opposition until met by Blunt at Lexington. A portion of our advance 
actually crossed the river, but without coming upon the rear guard of 
the enemy, who had barely escaped us, and who were not yet beyond 
the sound of our parting salute, which we gave them from McLain’s 
battery and the ^Gittle howitzers” of Major Hunt (escort detachment). 
We watered our horses in the Arkansas Eiver and having successfully 
accomplished its mission the Army of the Border was formally dis¬ 
banded. General Blunt, with Moonlight’s brigade, was directed to 
return via Fort Smith, Colonel Benteen by the shortest route and at 
his own discretion to his proper corps wmmand in the Department of 
the Tennessee. Colonel Jennison, returning:, was directed to take the 
route of the army through Arkansas and Missouri, to meet supplies en 
route, and Colonel Ford, with his regiment, was selected to accompany 
the major-general commanding, via Fort Gibson and Fort Scott, to de¬ 
partment headquarters, Fort Leavenworth, where we arrived on the 
18th, having in thirty-eight days and without change of clothing 
marched near 800 miles, and with the co-operation of comrades in Mis¬ 
souri fought seven pitched battles, inflicting an acknowledged loss on 
the enemy of over 10,000 killed, wounded, and missing, and saved the 
34 B B—VOL XXI, BT I 
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posts of Fort Leavenworth, Fort Scott, Fayetteville, Fort Gibson, and 
Fort Smith, and the State of Kansas from the devastation and destruc¬ 
tion which would too siu'ely have followed an invasion by Price’s army. 

I cannot close this report without recalling an incident of the cam¬ 
paign. The congratulatory order of the major-general commanding 
announcing tlu^ termination of the* puivSiiit and the return of the troops 
was written in th(" generars tent during a most terrific thunder-storm 
and a delu^in^ rain, which alinostinstantly extinguished the fires while 
it awakened tlie enthusiasm of the foot-sore, wearied but gallant 
vsoldiers, who met the storm of the elements as tliey had met the bullets of 
the enemy with shouts and cheei\s. And thus on the 8th of November, 
as the sun went down on the peaceful triumph of loyal millions at home 
over the tiaitors of the Korth, from the dark waters of the distant Ar¬ 
kansas went up the \ictorious greeting of the Army of the Border, as 
closed tlie pursuit of Price in 1804. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. S. OHAELOT, 

' 2Iajor and Assistant Adjutant’OeneraL 

Maj. Gen. K. Cx^utis, 

Commanding De}}artment of Kansas. 


Ko. 66. 

Reimrts of Maj. ISamiiel Curtis^ JSeeond Colorado Cavalry^ Aide-de- 

Cayn]}. 

Steamer Benton, October 16,1864. 

Major: I have the honor to report for the information of the general 
commanding the following circumstances connected with the recent 
trip of the steamer Benton to Glasgow: 

Pursuant to instructions from General Curtis, on the morning of the 
7th instant I proceeded to Leavenworth City from Fort Leavenworth, 
and took possession of the steamer Benton for Government service, 
taking charge of her myself. Sh*e was already loaded with three com¬ 
panies of the Forty-third Missouri Infantry, under command of Major 
J)avis. and the West Wind had three more companies of the same regi¬ 
ment, all being under the command of Col. Chester Harding, jr. Both 
bouts started almost immediately for Jefierson City. We were very 
much delayed b}- the low stage of water in the river and hard winds 
and did not reach Brunswick until about 10 a. m. of the 11th instant. 
We found the town occupied by Captain Kennedy, of Price’s army, 
with about eighty men, most of whom he had raised in the place the 
preceding day. A guerrilla named Eyder had been there the previous 
day with a force of about 100 ?nen, but had left the same evening. We 
landed and drove the enemy from the town, they fleeing at the first 
fire. Colonel Harding immediately seized all the serviceable horses to 
be found, and mounted a detachment of about eighty men and sent them 
in pursuit. They returned during the night and reported having come 
up with the enemy, but they again fled without showing fight. We 
left Brunswick the next day, saw a few of the enemy at Cambridge, 
but did not stop, and arrived at Glasgow on the 13th. We found 
Captain Mayer [Mayo] of, I believe, the Kinth Missouri State Militia 
[Thhteenth Missouri Cavalry], in command of the post, with about 300 
cavalry and as many more armed citizens. They had already com- 
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meiiced tlirowing up intrencbments, intending to hold the place as long 
as possible. We here learned that General Price was at Boouville, 
twenty miles below, with a force variously estimated at from 15,000 to 
30,000 men, probably about 20,000, and twenty pieces of artillery. De¬ 
tachments of his command were scouting the country in every direction, 
on both sides of the river, conscripting every man tit for military duty. 
He had possession of the steam ferryboat at Boonville, which was in 
serviceable condition. 

In view of these circumstances Colonel Harding concluded to remain 
at Glasgow, and as I believed that the steamer Benton would be wanted 
in the vicinity of Leavenworth, and in view of the fact that Price had 
possession of the ferry-boat and could at any time throw a sutiicient 
force on the north side of the river to capture Glasgow, 1 concluded 
to return with the boat, and as I did not consider the garrison very 
strong to do so without a guard. I felt safe in doing this as I was con- 
tident the boat could not be taken with small-arms and I could not hear 
of any enemy with artillery to the west of us. We had about twenty 
guns on board, and barricaded the pilot-house as well as we could, and 
built very serviceable breast-works of cord-wood around the boiler and 
main decks. We left Glasgow on -the morning of the 14th and saw 
nothing of the enemy until we reached Brunswick, which was again 
occupied by the enemy, but they did not fire on us, as I presume they 
supposed there were troops on board. We were fired on that evening 
however from Miami City, and again after dark from Plains City. The 
night being cloudy we anchored in the middle of the stream, and started 
again about daylight. We had gone but a few rods when we were fired 
at from the bank, one shot slightly wounding the mate of the boat in 
the leg. We returned the fire briskly. At Waverly we saw about 
fifty of the enemy, but as the channel here is a long way fr*om the town 
they did not fire on us, but wc saw them start up the river, and, as we 
expected, they attacked us about five miles from Waverly at a point 
^where the channel runs very close to the south side of the river. In 
endeavoring to keep as far as possible from the shore we grounded and 
for about half an hour a brisk fii*e was kept up on both sides. Just be¬ 
fore reaching Lexington on the same day a woman informed us that 
there were about 200 bushwhackers at that place. As we approached 
it we could see them’ scattered through the town in every direction, and 
an officer appeared on the hill and shouted to us to stop and come to 
shore or we would be fired into. We pushed ahead and firing com¬ 
menced on both sides, but at such long range as not to be very efiect- 
ive. As we came to the bend in the river, the wind blowing directly 
downstream took us on the starboard and carried us to the shore. 
We were still under fire, but the men gallantly shoved her bow out, 
and after two or three efforts we got started. We must have been 
aground for ten minutes, during which time we were very liable to cap¬ 
ture, but fortunately escaped; as we left we could see a large body of 
them move up the river, and about six miles above we received a very 
heavy fire from the brush on the bank, only about fifty feet distance. 
The shot fell thick and fast and some of them came with great force, 
going clear through the chimneys. Their aim seemed to be mostly at 
the pilot-house, which received about seventy-five shots, none of which, 
however, did any material damage. 

Besides the above-named places we were fired into repeatedly by 
small parties. The boat was struck by about 600 shots, and I presume 
3,000 or 4,000 more were fired at her. We had no further trouble and 
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arrived at Kansas City about 4 o’clock this afternoon, where I learned 
that General Curtis was at Wyandotte City, to which place I imnie- 
diately proceeded and reported the substance of this communication. 

Though the bringing up of the boat was regarded by all as hazard¬ 
ous, yet the capture of Glasgow the next day by Price’s forces has 
proven that it was much better than remaining there. 

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

S. S. CUETIS, 

Major Second Colorado Cavalry^ Aide-de-Gamjy. 

*Maj. C. S. Charlot, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Kansas. 


Headquarters Department of Kansas, 

Fort Leavenworth^ -, —, 

Major : In compliance with the general field order issued at Camp 
Arkansas, November 8,1864,1 submit for the information of the geii- 
f^ral commanding the following report of my actions in connection with 
the recent campaign: 

On the 7th of October I proceeded to Glasgow, Mo., in charge of the 
steamer Benton conveying a part of Colonel Harding’s command, Irom 
whence I returned to headquarters on the IGth, The events connected 
with that expedition have been already made known to you by my 
report of the [16th] of October. On the morning of the 17th of October 
I left Wyandotte with the steamer Benton for the purpose of transport¬ 
ing supplies from Fort Leavenworth to the army in the vicinity of Kan¬ 
sas City. We arrived at Fort Leavenworth about 2 p. m., loaded that 
afternoon, and started the next morning at daylight for Kansas City, 
where we arrived about noon of the same day, finding headquarters at 
Camp Chariot near Kansas City. By order of the general I returned to 
Fort Leavenworth on the 18th, with instructions to send forward all 
trooj^s and militia that could be gathered together. 1 found that there 
was but a small garrison at the post of Fort Leavenworth, Colonel McFar¬ 
land’s and Captain Zesch’s battery of Kansas State Militia in Leaven¬ 
worth City, and Colonel Frank Tracy’s and another regiment of militia, 
both under command of Brig. Gen. Byron Sherry, Kansas State Militia, 
at Atchison. The battery at Leavenworth (Ity was immediately ordered 
to the ftont, and left at daylight the next morning on the steam-boat 
Benton. Endeavors were made also by myself and the other members 
of the staff at Fort Leavenworth, Colonel Stark, Major Heath, Major 
Weed, and Captain Willans, to get the two regiments of militia at Atch¬ 
ison forward, but owing to the low stage of water in the river and the 
Scarcity of land transportation they did not reach Fort Leavenworth 
until about noon of the 21st of October. News of the advance of Pri(*e 
from Lexington having been received, we immediately commenced prep¬ 
arations to send them forward, one regiment going by boat and the 
other in wagons. The same night it was deemed advisable, and we 
ordered Colonel McFarland’s regiment, Kansas State Militia, also to the 
ftont. Every facility was afforded by Captain Hodges, depot quar¬ 
termaster, and Captain Carpenter, post quartermaster, and two regi¬ 
ments left in wagons on the morning of the 22d, the other regiment 
having left on steamer Benton on the evening of the 21st. I went in 
person with the regiment on the boat, and Major Weed accompanied the 
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two regiments wliicli went by land. Both bodies of troops arrived at 
Kansas City about noon of the 2M. I ordered the troops on the boat 
to the shore with instractions to there await orders, and instructed the 
captain of the boat to report to Captain Seelye, assistant quarter¬ 
master, at Kansas City, and I then proceeded in search of headquaites, 
and overtook the general and staff in the saddle just entering the town 
of Westport. 

Arriving in Westport reports were received that the enemy were 
driving Colonel Jennison at Byrani’s Ford, and I was sent back to hurry 
up re-enforcements that had been ordered from General Blunt, who was 
farther to the left. I met them close at hand, but the enemy having 
already forced the passage of the ford by dint of overwhelming num¬ 
bers, it gradually became e\ddent that the position could not be held 
and the troops were ordered to fall back on Kansas City for the night. 
As we went back I was ordered to see to placing troops in camp in the 
outskirts of the town on the Westport road. I placed one section of 
the Colorado battery in the road on a commanding elevation, with Col¬ 
onel Tracy’s regiment infantry, Kansas State IMilitia, to support it, and 
one regiment cavalry, Kansas State Militia, on the right of it, and two 
on the left, which connected with General Blunt’s command on the east 
and southeast of the city. They thus bivouacked for the night in line 
of battle and expectation of an attack. I was engaged until 10 or 11 
p. m. in this duty, after which I repaired to headquarters at the Gillis 
house, where I remained for the night. The next morning T started with 
the general for Westport, being preceded by most or all of General 
Blunt’s division. When we arrived at Westiiort artillery firing had 
already commenced to the southeast of town, and from the top of the 
hotel the enemy could be seen on the other side of the Big Blue, and 
moving rapidly in a southwesterly direction. About 10 o’clock I was 
ordered to take a squadron of the Second Colorado, under command 
of Captain Kingsbury, and proceed via Independence to General Pleas- 
onton’s command and inform him of the position and operations of 
General Curtis. I went within one mile and a half of Independence, 
where, finding I was far in rear of General Pleasonton’s command, 1 
turned south, and striking the Independence and Hickman MiUs road I 
followed it until I came up with General McNeil’s brigade, which I 
found drawn up in line of battle on a ridge, with a number of dis¬ 
mounted men in the valley in front of them. On the opposite ridge to 
the south about three-fourths of a mile distant the enemy were deployed 
and still deplo^ng. Some artilleiy firing was progressing when I came 
up, which continued for several minutes thereafter, but as the enemy 
continued to deploy troops and was endeavoring to flank us on both 
sides, General McNeil ordered the command to fall back about half a 
mile. I could hear nothing from General McNeil of General Pleas¬ 
onton’s whereabouts, and concluded that he must have passed be¬ 
tween me and the Big Blue. As I had ridden hard tor about fifteen 
miles, and the squadron with me showed some signs of fatigue, I 
rested there for about two hours and then struck almost due west on 
a by-road which brought me to Big Blue at the Westport ford, where 
there were signs of very severe fighting that day. Broken wagons, 
cannon-baUs, shells, and dead bodies were scattered along the road for 
two miles. The dead seemed nearly aU to be of the Kansas militia and 
the rebels. I saw but one white man, who appeared to have been a Fed¬ 
eral soldier, and two n^pgroes. As we rode over the field I had the men 
look carefully to see if any of the bodies were mutilated, and they found 
none that were. 
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I came to General Sanborn’s camp shortly after dark and there first 
learned the particulars of the battle of the day, and ailso that General 
Pleasonton had efiected a junction with General Ourtis and that both 
were probably encamped several miles to the west. I then pushed 
ahead with mj squadron and reached headquarters at Little Santa Fe 
about 10 p. m., having traveled about forty miles during the day. The 
Se(*ond Colorado Cavalry being in camp near headquarters, I ordered 
Captain Kingsbury with his squadron to join his regiment. The next 
day (October 24) I accom])anied the general all day. About dark Gen- 
er^ Pleasonton took the advance for a night march. Luring the night 
I remained near General Curtis, and in the morning the same, until 
General Pleasonton sent back word that he had captured one gun, when 
I pushed forward. I overtook General Pleasonton and rode with him 
for some distance. When about three miles fiom the Marais des Cygnes 
we commenced to hear firing at the front, and General Pleasonton sent 
orders back for McNeil and Sanborn to hurry forward with all practica¬ 
ble dispatch, while we pushed forward at a trot and canter. When we 
first heard the firing Benteen’s brigade was on a parallel road to the 
one we were on and to our right. He immediately put his command 
on the gallop and we fell to the rear of his column, as the roads soon 
came together. Benteen’s brigade broke into regimental columns as 
they ai)proached the battle-field, and as they came up on the left; of 
Philips’ brigade went forward into line and right on into the charge. 
The enemy were cannonading Philips’ brigade when ^\e came in sight, 
but the musketiy firing had mostly ceased. General Pleasonton re¬ 
quested me to take his escort company and su])port a section of a bat¬ 
tery which just then came up. General Pleasonton went forward, and 
I directed the lieutenant to post his guns on a small elevation and shell 
the enemy’s right where their artillery was posted. But two shots 
were fired when I heard the yells raised by Benteen’s brigade and saw 
the enemy’s line breaking. I immediately ordered the guns forward to 
a better position, and had just got them in position when Genei'al San¬ 
born rode up and directed the lieutenant to fire at some troops on the 
south side of Mine Creek, and on our extreme leffc. I felt doubtful as 
to whether they were rebels or our own troops, but a second thought 
made me conclude they were rebels. Four shots were fired at them 
when I saw by their falling back to our lines that they must be our 
own men. I rode forward to the guns to stop their firing, when Gen- 
eriils Sanborn and Pleasonton both rode up and ordered them to cease. 
At this time the enemy’s cannonading on our right had not yet ceased. 
The enemy by this time being in full retreat, with the exception of 
their extreme left, which could scarcely be reached with artillery from 
where we were without danger to our own command, and directly in 
front of us, our troops were immediately on the heels of the retreating 
rebels. I told the lieutenant in charge of the guns to follow as-fast as 
he could, while I, with the escort company, pushed forward to rejoin 
General Pleasonton. A short distance before reaching the creek I 
found Mojjor Weed, who told me of the capture of General Marma- 
duke. I pushed forward and told General Pleasonton, and just as I 
did so General Cabell was brought up as prisoner. At this tim(^. we 
could see a second rebel line forming on the top of the hill ahead of 
us, and our troops being scattered in pui*suit General Pleasonton 
sent orders for them to halt and reform. I assisted in reforming the 
line and sending prisoners to the rear until General Pleasonton again 
ordered an advance, when I advanced with him. X waited on the hill 
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until General.Curtis came up and rode with Mm to the banks of the 
next stream, when 1 i*ode up to the summit of the hill to tlie ri;>ht of 
the road to obtain, if possible, a view of the charge being made by- 
McNeil’s brigade, which had taken the advance through the timber on 
Little Osage. Here, waiting for the general to come up, I fell asleep 
and missed the rest of the fighting of the day, as I did not overtake 
the general and staff until about 3 p. m. About 4 p. m. I was ordered 
to hurry forward and find what a movement of troops to the right 
meant. I overtook General Pleasonton on the prairie at the point 
where the movement to the right had commenced, and he informed me 
that he had ordered McNeil to follow the enemy, and supposed General 
Blunt’s division would also follow, and that he, with the balance of 
Ms command, were going to Fort Scott, which he said he understood 
to be but two miles and a half distant, for food and forage. I saw 
Lieutenant Ehle, of the Thud Wisconsin, who had come from Fort 
Scott, and said it was only about two miles and a half. About this 
time General Curtis came up. and expostulated with General Plcasoii- 
ton on this course, the enemy being deployed in full view. General 
Pleasonton, howevei*, insisted that Ms command were used up by their 
battles and huge marches and went to Fort Scott. I was or¬ 
dered to hasten to Fort Scott and get provisions and forage started 
out for Generals Blunt’s and McNeil’s commands as soon as possible. 
I started immediately and found Fort Scott to be about seven miles 
distant, instead of two and a half. I reached Fort Scott about an 
hour after dark, and found that Major McKenny was there with the 
same object which I had in view. Nearly all the public property had 
been removed, but by pressing teams we succeeded in getting about 
twelve wagon-loads of subsistence and forage started about li? o’clock 
at night. They, however, met General Blunt and his command coming 
into the town, and were by him ordered to return, which they did. In 
consequence of the return of this train General McNeil’s command was 
left without subsistence that night, and they did not get any until the 
morning of the 27th, when I found tMs same train with the command 
and almost untou(‘hed, 

1 do not conceive it to be necessary that I should recount the daily 
incidents of the march to the Arkansas Eiver and return to Fort 
Scott. Though it is replete with interesting items of hardship and endur¬ 
ance, there are no battles to record, save that at Newtonia, in which it 
was not my fortune to particii)ate. At the Arkansas Eiver 1 was one 
of those who crossed in j)ursuit of the enemy. TMs campaign will ever 
be remembered by me, not only for its many eventful and in?i)ortant 
incidents, but also for those minor incidents which show the noble 
material of which men are made, the existence of wMch is seldo'm frilly 
shown in the ordinary routine of life. 

For the uniform kindness and courtesy extended to me by the gen¬ 
eral commanding, the associate staff officers, and the division, brigade, 
and regimental commanders, I desire to return my sincere thanks. 

1 have the honor to be, maior, very respectfully, your obedient serv¬ 
ant, 

S. S. OHETIS, 

Major Second Colorado Cavalry^ Aide-de-Camp, 

Maj. G. S. CuARLOT, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Department of Kamas, 
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No. 67. 

Eeport of Moj, lliomas L McKenny^ V. 8. Army^ Inspector-General. 

Headqx^arters Department op Kansas, 

Fort Leavenworth^ December 1864. 

Sir: In obedience to orders from tlie major-general commanding! 
liave tlie boiior to report the part taken by myself in the battles and 
pursuit of Maj. Gen. Sterling Pri(*e, commanding the rebel force. 

I left Fort Leavenworth with Major-General Curtis as an additional 
aide-de camp on the 11th day of Ocitober, 1864, it being generally under¬ 
stood from numerous reliable sources that the rebel general designed 
devastating Kansas. Camped on the evening of the 11th, having made 
ten miles. October 12, x)roceeded to Olathe, twenty-five miles. At this 
point the State militia had been ordered to rendezvous. October 13, 
General Curtis becoming convinced that this was not a proper place for 
the accumulation of a large force, on account of scarcity of water, fuel, 
and forage, sent me with orders to General Deitzler, commanding the 
militia, directing him to countermand his order making Olathe his head- 
cjuarters, and direc't all the militia immediately south of the Kansas or 
Kaw Eiver to go to Shawneetown; and those still iiorth of that river 
to Kansas City, and those already arrived at Olathe to Hickman Mills, 
Mo., stating at tlie same time Blunt, Jennison, and Moonlight, with 
their forces, had been ordered there. Proceeded this day to Wyandotte 
through Kansas City, a route we were obliged to travel on account of 
the bridge being down across the Kaw, twenty-eight miles. October 
14, lay this day in camp. By order of the general commanding, made 
an inspection of the Twelfth Kansas Militia, Colonel Treat, camped in 
the Kaw Bottom. {Signed receipts for immediate wants of rations, horse¬ 
shoes, &c. Pound them well armed and supplied with ammunition, 
and with a few exceptions eager for the expected fight. Gave Lieuten¬ 
ant Fitch, acting assistant quartermaster, the order of the general com¬ 
manding, directing him to procure 500 tents or more for the militia, all 
of which were to be pitched to make a demonstration of a great force. 
October 15, accompanied General Curtis in a reconnaissance to Inde- 
Xiendenee, and frnm that place to Hickman Mills, and from there to camp 
near Wyandotte, where we arrived 2 a. m., having traveled fifty miles. 
October 16, was sent to select camp-ground in Missouri. Belected 
one near Kansas City, which the general commanding named Camp 
Chariot, in honor of his adjutant-general, headquarters being removed 
to that point same day. October 18, was sent with ord(TS to intercept 
Colonel Blair, commanding militia, then en route to Independence, with 
orders directing him to camp on the Big Blue or immediate vicinity. 
Eemoved headquarters to Independence, distance twelve miles. Octo¬ 
ber 19, lay in camp at Independence. October 20, learned of the bat¬ 
tle near Lexington, and received information from General Blunt that 
he had fallen back on the Little Blue, and wished for re-enforcements. 
General Oui*tis dispatched me with orders to General Blunt to fallback 
to the Big Blue, but at the same time to leave a strong guard at the 
Little Blue bridge, with directions to burn the same when the proper 
time had arrived, this in view of the fact that he had strongly fortified , 
at the Big Blue, and did not wish his best forces to be fatigued and 
worn dow]i, but wished them to reserve their strength until attacked 
at the Big Blue. Accordingly General Blunt left Colonel Moonlight 
with the requisite force and fell back on Independence. October 21, was 
dispatched early this morning to Colonel Blair with directions for him 
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to send all liis liglit artillery, including Dodge’s battery, then ftiomen- 
tarily expe(*ted, to the iront, as he had determined to feel the enemy on 
the Little Blue; 1 was also directed to say that the first Kansas bat¬ 
tery to arrive would report to him. Eeturning 1 found the battle of the 
Little Blue in progress, and our forces slowly falling back to the Big 
Blue, but contesting every inch of the ground. That night at 10 o’clock 
was assigned the duty of placing the pickets, and planted ours within 
two miles and a half of Independence, and within sight of the enemy, 
as seen on the following morning. Fears being entertained that the 
enemy might flank our position, the general commanding dhected his 
chief engineer, with a heavy pioneer force extemporized for the occa¬ 
sion, to fortify Kansas City, which duty was most faithfully performed. 
October On this day was fought the battle of the Big Blue, 
The general commanding being fearful that a sufficient force had not 
been stationed at Byram’s Ford, directed me to order Major-General 
Deitzler to send the greater part of his force to Colonel Jennison, hold¬ 
ing the ford. General Deitzler stated that he could not see the neces¬ 
sity, as there was already the Fifteenth and iSixteenth Kansas, besides 
150 infantry, also some odd troops, with four guns, at that point, but 
that he would send more. I designated an independent eomi)any from 
Independence, numbering about 100, which I had that day armed on 
my own responsibility with arms taken from wagons going to Kansas 
City, as a proper force to be sent. It was understood these should con¬ 
stitute part of the force sent. 1 afterward learned from Colonel Jen¬ 
nison that no re-enforcements came and the important ford was aban¬ 
doned, not, however, without being stubbornly contested. The general 
commanding being desirous of information from the front, particularly 
Hickman Mills, dispatched me to ascertain what could be learned. 
Taking the wrong road I came near Byrain’s Ford, and there found 
Colonel Jennison slowly falling back and observed the enemy in his 
front and a large body of men on his right flank, sui)posed to be the 
enemy. Eetraced my steps and got on the Hickman Mills road. Trav¬ 
eled several miles when I met this body of men, which i)roved to be 
Colonel Johnson’s militia in rapid retreat. I stopped them and caused 
them to go to the rear slowly. At the same time 1 sent Colonel Jennisv:_i 
notice. 1 now proceeded on my road, but had not gone far when I 
became satisfied that I would soon be cut off, as the enemy were already 
rapidly advancing, having captured many of the militia near Hickman 
Mills, besides one gun. I now rode rapidly to the rear. Overtaking 
the militia I placed them in line of battle in the edge of the timber, with 
directions to hold their ground and retard the enemy’s x>rogress, and 
retreat only when absolutely necessary. I will here state that. General 
Fishback was present and manifested the greatest willingness to meet 
the enemy. I afterward learned that this regiment did good service. 
Night now closing in found us in rather a doubtful position. Our 
forces being pressed fell back toward Kansas City, where most of them 
arrived about 10 o’clock. The Second Colorado, with the exceiftion of 
two companies, with the Eleventh, Fifteenth, and Sixteenth Kansas, re¬ 
mained on the field confronting the enemy. 1 was sent about 9 o’clock 
at night to assist in placing the troops in the trenches as they arrivecT. 
I was much delighted when I found General Blunt afready there filing 
troops right and left and placing batteries in commanding positions, 
and perfectly cool and collected as if nothing unusual was going on, 
I placed Colonel Hubble’s militia in the northwest part oi .the city, 
another militia regiment in the north-northeast part of the city to 
support Dodge’s battery, and two companies of the Second Colorado at 
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the fort. During the night information was received by the geneial com¬ 
manding that the troops in front of the enemy were without provisions 
and ammunition. The commissary at Wyandotte was telegraphed tor 
supplies, there being none in Kansas City, but failed to respond. By 
direction of the general commanding, 1 ordered Captain Simpson to 
repair to Wyandotte and take possession of the subsistence depart¬ 
ment, also steamer Tom Morgan, at the levee, and furnish with all i)OS- 
sible sxieed the re<iuired supplies. I at the same time went in search of 
the ordnance train, finding it in the bottom near the pontoon bridge, 
and got the required ammunition. I also unloaded extra teams, and 
brought them to Kansas City. About this time the Morgan arrived, 
and by 3 a. m. we had the required subsistence and ammunition loaded 
and on the way. It is due to General Blunt to say that he was inde¬ 
fatigable in superintending this business, refusing to sleep, but was 
constantly on the move, making arrangements for the expected battle 
on the morrow. October 23, at 5 o’clock this morning I was ordered by 
the general commanding to repair to the trenches and assist in placing 
the remaining militia and the remaining guns in position, most oi' the 
militia being ordered to the front. At 9 a. m. was ordered to the front 
to notify General Blunt tliat the enemy were coming in on his right 
flank; after performing this duty I volunteered my services to General 
Blunt, and by Ids orders dismounted two regiments of militia, sending 
every sixth man to the rear with the horses. This militia, the names 
of the regiments I now forget, were formed to support Dodge’s and Mc¬ 
Lain’s batteries. Another fractional regiment, commanded by Colonel 
Montgomery, and a number of colored soldiers, which I placed under 
command of Colonel Montgomery, I Ibrmed on the left of McLain’s 
battery, and in a dense wood far in the advance, and it is with pleas¬ 
ure I state they behaved gallantly under a hot fire. The enemy being 
pressed on all sides gi'adually fell back. Generals Curtis and Blunt 
were in the front ranks directing the artillery and urging the men for¬ 
ward. It was about this time General Pleasonton o])ened out on the 
enemy’s right flank, when ensued a rapid flight and pursuit, which con¬ 
tinued for many miles. This battle is known as the battle of Westport. 
The enemy reti*eated by the road to Hickman Mills and Little Santa 
Pe; 01 ^ forces pursued through the latter place. Colonel Jennison 
being in the advance, 1 fell in vith his command. About 5 o’clock we 
again came up with the enemy in force. Enemy advanced on us, open¬ 
ing out with artillery and small-arms, to which we responded with 
small-arms. Colonel Jennison slowly retired to an adja(*ent hill, and 
formed a new line. The enemy advanced in large force opening as 
before, but with artillery alone. At this juncture it was deemed i)ru- 
dent with our small force to retire, which we did, falling back some five 
miles near Little Santa F^, where the balance of our forces had en¬ 
camped for the night, with the exception of Moonlight’s command, that 
took the right-hand road at Little Santa Fb, which goes to Mound City. 
October 24, went to General Cui*tis’ headquarters, where I met and 
was introduced to General Pleasonton and General Sanborn. Was 
ordered to go in the advance with General Blunt with special instruc¬ 
tions. The command was halted by order of the major-general com¬ 
manding about night-fall to cook some beef at a small place called West 
Point. At 8 j). m. an order came from the major-general commanding 
Meeting. General Blunt to remain in present position, that Genertii 
Pleasonton would take the advance. Proceeded until 3 o’clock at 
night, it being exceedingly dark and raining. When the column halted 
1 was ordered forward to ascertafli the cause. Found General McNeil, 
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who said he had his instructions from Creneral Sanborn in the advance, 
to halt and build hres to dry. At this time an order came trom the 
front to extinguish fires. I reported these facts, when I was again 
ordered to the front to ascertain from General Sanborn the cause of 
the halt. Found General Sanborn in bed some two miles in advance, 
and about three miles fi‘om Trading Post. He told me he had ascer¬ 
tained to his satisfaction that the enemy was in full force, perhaps 
10, 000 strong, immediately on the high hills in his front, and that he 
thought it unsafe to proceed farther. These facts being communicated 
we bivouacked for the night. October 25, General Pleasonton in the 
advance skirmished with the enemy across the Marais des Oygnes. I 
received permission to go to the front, and was riding by the side of 
General Pleasonton, when cannonading was heard in the fe'ont not far 
distant. We rode rapidly forward, the battle progressing. I volun¬ 
teered my services when 1 was ordered to the rear to bring up a bat¬ 
tery, and to hurry up IND^NTeil. The battery I brought up, and as I saw 
another aide after McNeil I i)receded the battery to the front, but did 
not arrive there until the main part of the battle was over and the 
enemy in retreat. I joined in the pursuit. It was during the pursuit 
I was stopped by Coionel Blair, who wished to turn General Marma- 
duke, a prisoner of war, over to my charge. I declined, being under 
orders. Toward noon General McNeil coming up took the advance, 
and I went with him in the charge across the Little Osage. General 
Pleasonton coming up directed me to order Colonel Catherwood’s bri¬ 
gade to charge the enemy, who had again formed in our front. I gave 
the order; the charge was made, but the enemy fell back as our forces 
advanced. The rebels continued their retreat across the vast prairie 
without oui* forces with their jaded horses being able to bring them 
to bay until about one hour by sun, when they formed in great force 
near the Marmiton and about seven mOes from Fort Scott. General 
McNeil’s brigade promptly formed to resist them, the rebels outflank¬ 
ing him three-fourths of a mile either way. It was at this time, the 
rebels advancing, that General Pleasonton sent me forward to order 
McNeil to advance his right wing. McNeil replied, “ I obey the order 
with pleasure; it is the most joyMnews I have heard this day.” Col¬ 
onel Cole now opened out on their right and center with two Eodman 
guns, which did great execution and broke their (-olumn, our forces at 
the same time luessing then' left, when they gave way. At this time 
our gTins were pointed to their left, the extreme of which, as well as our 
right, was ill low ground and could not be seen by the artillerists. Our 
shot falling immediately in front of our ranks came near creating con¬ 
fusion. At the request of General McNeil I rode rapidly to the rear 
and communicated the facts, when the firing ceased. Sun was now 
about one-half hour high. General Pleasonton, not knowing where he 
was, i‘emarked that he thought he should order the troops to fall back 
to the last stream crossed (Little Osage), to the rear seven or eight 
miles, whore wood and water could be had, as his troops were 
much fatigued and needed rest. I urged that he press forward, as I 
understood it was but a few miles to the Marmiton, and I thought we 
could drive the enemy. While we were talking a courier came from 
McNeil asking for re-enforcements, as the enemy was flanking him on 
both sides, which was plainly to be seen, as he was only distant about 
one mile and a half. Pleasonton answered by saying, Tell General 
McNeil to hold his ground until re-enforced by firesh troops,” Lieuten¬ 
ant Bhle, of the Third Wisconsin Cavalry, now arrived from Fort Scott, 
stating thaijit was but two miles and a half to that place. Pleasonton 
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now gave tlie order to all his troops that had come up to file light for 
Fort Scott. A conversation occurred between Pleasonton and in> self in 
regard to General Blunt’s forces coming up to relieve or assist JMcNeil. 
The advance had got about one mile on the road to Fort Scott, when I, 
too, started for that place. I had not gone in that direction more than 
800 yards when I came across a lake or lagoon with plenty of water, I 
immediately addressed a note to General Pleasonton, notifying him of 
the fact, and at the same time stating it would be a proper place for 
Blunt’s command to camp, and provisions could be sent out to him. I 
arrived in advance of others in Fort Scott after a tedious ride of six or 
seven miles, instead of two and a half. General Curtis arriving about 
8.30 o’clock, I made known the subject of conversation with Pleason¬ 
ton, when by his direction, assisted by Majbr Curtis, a number of citi¬ 
zen teams were obtained, and by 11 o’clock had them loaded with 

6.500 rations and started for Blunt’s command, but which I understood 
they did not receive till the next day, as that command arrived at Fort 
Scott during the night. October 26, continued the pursuit. General 
Blunt being in the advance. General Pleasonton, not being well, de¬ 
clined going farther, and returned to Saint Louis, taking with him 
prisoner^ ordnance, &c., captured from the enemy by troops under 
General Curtis’ command. Struck Price’s trail at or near Shanghai, 
where we camped for th§ night. Distance traveled, twenty-five miles. 
October 27, General Blunt again in the advance. Traveled all day 
and until 3 o’clock at night, when we encamped at Carthage; distance 
traveled, forty miles. October 28, was dispatched early this morning 
with flag of truce, the object being to excliange prisoners, as we had 
learned that our prisoners were enduring great hardships; also to in¬ 
duce, if possible, their suiTender; this as an act of humanity, consider¬ 
ing their straitened circumstances, many having fallen into our hands 
literally starved. I had advanced some ten miles when I came in sight 
of the enemy. This inforaiation was sent to the rear by the advanced 
guard, which brought a courier from General Blunt ordering the flag 
down, which was obeyed. I now took my detachment, numbering some 
thii*ty, and forming with the advanced guard pursued the enemy to the 
woods, when I ordered them to dismount as skirmishers, at the saim 
time sending word to the rear that the enemy was close at hand in 
force. The enemy now rapidly retreated, and our skirmishers j)ursued 
through the woods for three miles, capturing three i)risoners. Besting 
from fatigue, and expecting our forces up momentarily, and they fail¬ 
ing, I went to the rear and found it halted about half a mile from the 
timber. I made known the facts when the army again*moved, but not 
until some two Lours bad elapsed. Our forces, under Blunt, again 
came up with the enemy in the evening at FTewtonia, and alter a brisk 
fight repulsed them in every quarter. Intelligence was now received 
from General Eosecrans, ordering all the troops belonging to liis com¬ 
mand back to their respective districts and commands by the nea.rest 
route. This astounding order was given when the enemy, beaten, dis¬ 
heartened, and starving, were on the very point of falling into our 
hands. Eetrograde movements were now made by the difierent bri¬ 
gades of Eosecrans’ command; and General Curtis, left with leSvS than 

1.500 effective men, was forced to turn homeward and abandon tlie 
pia‘Suit. Marched to Keosho and encamped for the night. During the 
night information was received from General Halleck ordering General 
Curtis to assume command of the troops and pursue Price to tlie Ar¬ 
kansas Eiver, I was awakened in the night and conveyed these orders 
to the difierent commanders; also started messengers for Generals Me- 
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Neil, Sanborn, and Colonel Benteen, commanding brigades, to concen¬ 
trate at Cassville for the pxu’snit. October 30, I made an inspection of 
the troops, ascertaining the command to have on an average fifteen 
rounds of ammunition. Moved to Newtonia, ten miles. October 31, 
moved to Keetsville by the way of Gadfly, Colonel Benteen, with 
brigade 1,000 strong, arriving there about the same time 5 distance 
traveled, thirty miles.' 

November 1, moved to head of Cross Timbers, distance some ten 
miles, roads being^ very bad, and raining constantly. November 2, 
Major Chariot, assistant adjutant-general, being very sick and unable 
to attend to the duties of his office, I was ordered to assume its duties 
temporarily. Snowing, and very cold. November 3, camped near the 
ground on which General Curtis fought the battle of Sugar Creek, 1862. 
The general commanding received information about midnight from 
Colonel Harrison, commanding at Fayetteville, that he was surrounded 
by some 4,000 troops under command of General Fagan. November 4, 
commenced moving at daylight, Blunt’s division in the advance, and 
arrived in Fayetteville about 2 o’clock, having traveled eighteen miles. 
The enemy getting wind of our approach, raised the siege after having 
thrown some seventy shots in the place without doing any materi^S 
damage. November 5, General Blunt in the advance, with advance 
guard of Colonel Harrison’s troops. Camped^ for the night near the 
battle-ground of Prairie Grovej distance traveled, eighteen miles. 
November 6, General Blunt in the advance, passed through Cane Hill. 
Found many rebel wounded, and was ordered by the general command¬ 
ing to parole them. With the assistance of Major Weed paroled forty- 
four during the day, having the paroles all to write, and was compelled 
to leave many behind for want of time. Amongst the number paroled 
was one major, one captain, and one lieutenant. Nearly all had been 
taught to believe they would be killed if they fell in our hands. A rebel 
surgeon left in charge of their wounded gCbandoned his charge and dis¬ 
gracefully fled, leaving them destitute of medical aid. This day Colonel 
Benteen had two men killed by bushwhackers, and in the skirmish and 
chase which ensued a portion of the flag captured by the rebels at Bax¬ 
ter Springs, on which was the name of General Blunt, was recaptured 
by our men. November 7, started at daylight. Colonel Benteen, com¬ 
manding Second Division, in the advance, our route lying through a 
desolated country inhabited by the Oherokees, but few persons being 
at home, and those women and children, principally of loyal Indians or 
Pin-Indians, a term by which the loyal Indians are known. Stopped 
about one hour by sun to let our stock graze in the canebrakes and 
moved again about 9 o’clock. Traveled until near 2 o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing, when we bivouacked for the balance oflthe night. During the night 
captured a cannon and carriage comiflete the rebels had abandoned. 
November 8, command commenced moving at daylight. Major Chariot’s 
health being restored he assumed the duties of his office. Word was 
soon received that the enemy’s pickets were close in front, which proved 
false. Arrived at the Arkansas about 12 o’clock, and learned from a 
released prisoner that the enemy had crossed the evening before. Some 
of our men crossed and fired at their pickets, but soon returned. Our 
artillery coming up fired a national salute in the direction of theenelmy, 
who were doubtless camped on the high ground after leaving the bot¬ 
tom. Our tired and completely worn-down forces retracing their steps 
across the muddy bottom of the Arkansas,, encamped for the night. 
General Curtis issued his congratulatory order on the evening of the 
8th ordering the troops to their respective commands by different routes 



542 


LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


[Chat LIII. 


November 0, proceeded homeward by tli(^ way of Fort G-ibson, taking 
with him Second CJolorado Eegiment and his body guard. Camped 
first night on the Illinois River; distance traveled, twenty-five miles. 
November 10, arrived at Fort Gibson, where General Curtis was 
received with honors due a major general; distance, twenty miles. 
Crossed most of our teams over Grand River by 10 o’clock at night. 
Failed in getting forage as we expected to for stock at this point, 
everything being exceedingly scarce since the capture of the big train 
at Cabin Creek, the soldiers living on beef, having liad no breadstiiO* 
for two weeks, November 11, traveled twenty-two miles, and campc'd. 
By order of the general commanding dispatched an express to Captain 
Insley, Fort Scott, to load six ambulances with haid bread and corn, 
instructing them to travel sixty miles a day and take the risk of cap¬ 
ture. November 12, was placed in the advance to regulate the move¬ 
ments of the command. Traveled twenty miles and camped by direc¬ 
tions of the major-general commanding; what IRtle corn was left was 
ordered to be issued to the body guard, they liaving neither meat nor 
bread. November 13, camped at Duck Springs; distance traveled, 
twenty miles. November 14, was placed in command of the lear this 
day to keep up stragglers, both men and horses; also to keep wagons 
properly closed ux). Reached and crossed the Neosho River; distance 
traveled, eighteen miles. November 15, this morning it w^as announced 
that two ambulances had arrived wdth hard bread and corn, when a 
shout went up from the soldiers as if a great victory had been gained. 
Together with Major Hunt I was assigned the duty of equ^illy distrib¬ 
uting the five and one-half sacks of corn and COO pounds of bread. 
This done the order was given to march. Traveled ten miles and met 
more supplies. It was at this point the general commanding, together 
with his staff, and a small squad of fresh troops, proceeded forward, and 
reached Fort Scott about 2 o’clock, where we were received with mili¬ 
tary honors; distance traveled since the morning of the 15th, eighty-five 
miles. Left Fort Scott same evening and camx)ed thirteen miles out. 
November 17, traveled to Paola, a distance of fifty miles. November 
18, aiTived at Leavenworth City, where we were received by the mili¬ 
tary with due honors. 

I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 

T. I. McKENNY, 

Major and. Imjpector-General, De})artment of Kansan. 

Maj. 0. S. Charlot, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Kansas. 


No. C8. 

Report of Maj. Tiol)ert II. Hunt, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, Chief of 

Artillery. 

Fort Leavenworth, November 22,1861. 
General: Pursuant to special field order, headquarters Army of 
the Border, Camp Arkansas, November 8,1864, I have the honor to 
report dates, distances, and facts as occurred under my obwservation. 

On the 11th Of October, in couix^any witlf yourself and vStaff, I started 
from Fort Leavenworth and camjied ten miles south. On the 12th we 
went to Olathe and camped there, distance of twenty-eight miles, at 
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which place, by your direction, I sent all headquarters transportation, 
including ambulances and pressed citizens’ teams, out to bring in some 
of the First Kansas State Militia, who had made the extraordinary 
march of about thirty miles, but some of whom were tired and could 
not reach camp without assistance. On the 13th we went to Wyan¬ 
dotte, via Shawneetown and Kansas City; distance, twenty-nine miles. 
On the 15th we went to Independence and Hickman Mills, on an inspec¬ 
tion tour, and back to Wyandotte, a distance of forty-eight miles. On 
the 17th we marched from Wyandotte to Kansas City and bivouacked 
on the suburbs, a distance of four miles. To this point I had a large 
amount of ammunition sent from Fort Leavenworth, both for artillery 
and small-arms, which subsequently proved so necessary, as command¬ 
ing officers usually do not provide themselves with sufficient ammxmi- 
tion; and were it not for this precaution, dhected by yourself, the army 
would have been entirely out of ammunition the first two days. 19th, 
went to Independenc'e; distance, twelve miles. 21st, went to Little 
Blue, distance nine miles, where we met the enemy in force fighting 
and driving Colonel Moonlight. By your direction I placed McLain’s 
battery in position and opened fire on the enemy, with what result I 
cannot state. X also placed two mountain howitzers connected with 
your body guard in position in the open field, but finding it too much 
exposed to the enemy^s sharpshooters I directed an advance of your 
body guard howitzers and two other howitzers of the Eleventh Kansas 
Volunteer Cavahy. They took position in shelter of a friendly house, 
supported on the right by Colonel Ford; had no support on the left. 
As 1 met the Eleventh retreating I saw Major Boss and begged of him to 
have Colonel Moonlight reti'ace his steps and support me, which he 
did. Artillery opened on the enemy with canister and spherical case 
at short range and drove them back like shee]). Here is where the 
brave Major vSmith sacrificed his life in behalf of his country. Colonel 
Ford asked when T would retreat. 1 replied when he would. He 
remarked, that although we drove the enemy from our front they were 
flanking us. At this junctiure 1 received an order from the commanding 
general [to fall back], which was just in the nick of time. We retreated 
firing, keeping the foe at a respectful distance. Lieutenant GiU, of your 
body guard, lost 15 horses out of 40 killed and several wounded. Also 
Captain Johnson, of the Eleventh [Fifteenth] Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, 
wffio commanded the other two howitzers, lost several horses in killed 
and wounded. I lost one in killed, and affcm‘ I put my saddle on another 
he was wounded. And let me here say that Lieutenant Gill, Captain 
Johnson, and their men behaved like heroes, and Colonels Ford’s and 
Moonlight’s commands resisted successfully every charge made by the 
rebels; too much credit cannot be awarded them. Major Boss, of the 
Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, was vlth me almost through the 
entire day, rendering invaluable services by his presence and encourage¬ 
ment. He lost 1 horse in killed and 1 wounded. The artillery and 
cavalry which were under my observation maintained several positions 
for a time until, outnumbered by the enemy vSix to one, were compelled' 
to retreat, but fighting every inch. The last artillery firing that was done 
was by Lieutenant Gfll, and suiiported by the cavalry portion of the body 
guard, commanded by the lamented Captain Gove, which was about 
midway between the Blue and Independence. Here the artillery did good 
woi:k. Bebels having congregated in shelter of a house, distot about 
600 yards, Lieutenant GiU and Sergeant Miller dropped several shells 
in their midst, sending two into the house and exploding after they 
j)assed throujgh the roof. This I learn ft‘omi>risoners. Many were kiUed 
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and wounfUMl. Ouo of Lieutenant (Lirs horS(^s was killed, s(‘veral 
wounded; liad to leave one set of harness the, enemy pr(‘sse<I so <*los<^ 
Ooloiiel Walker, of th<^ ^Sixteenth, maintained a position to <mr rear and 
left, keeping* the, enemy from Hanking us. He eominen<‘ed th<‘ ret r<‘at Jmt 
suflici(mtly maintained his position until the artillery pasvsed him, I oh 
served that the Sixteenth, under Colonel Wallan* and Major Kt'lmn*, <lid 
p;'ood work. Many thing's of importaneeoeeurred hefon^ and airt<'r this, 
but as they ea me under theeommanding ^eneraTs own noti<*<‘ I will not 
mention tluMii. 1 remained with the rear of the eolnmn until UH‘y arri\ed 
at the Bi^jf Blue. In the retreat there was ho confusion, the (uunny was 
too badly punished h) press us too closely. It w'as afl(‘r dark w ium I 
reported at ]iead([uarters, which was establisluMl at tin* IMm^ a 
little whih", eie I arrived; distance from Little Blu<‘ to Bi^* Blue fifteen 
miles. 13i2d, the <memy forced apassa^*e a(*ross Byrum's Ford. I a<MMan- 
X)anied the <*omman(lin^»' ^en(U‘al to VV(sstport wIuuh^ (‘vcuythin;>’ N^ns 
confusion. The enemy having driven Colonel Jeiuiison's <*onunaiul, ('om 
manding general sent me, out with body guard to r<^,.<mf()r(*(‘; r<‘a<*hi‘d a 
distance of about tw'o miles from towii, met militia falling baek in con 
fusion, halted them and made them go ba<*k. lS(mt a ni<‘sseng<‘r to <'ol 
onel Jeiiuison asking him where I coidd r(md<M‘ him the most s<n’viei*. 
lie informed me that the enemy wms Haiiking him on {lu‘ rigid iuul 
lett and for me to fall hack on the Westport road to k<‘ep (In* <uu*m> 
out of towui. 1 did so. M(‘t ('olonel Moonlight ])assing w<*s( to (duM'k 
the enemy from going ijito Kamsas. Hoon the Fifteenth, under Cohuud 
Hoyt, also came. We all marehed in doubh^ujnick until w<‘ rea<*luMl (lie 
Kansas praiih*, w(‘,st of Westport about four or Ihe mih‘s. Ihu’i* we 
d<‘ploye(l in line; met the enemy scpiare in the rae(‘. 1 turn<‘d o\(*r (he 
command of the body guard to Captain Cove and olfenMl my .ser\i(»e.s to 
(Vdoiud Moonlight. Fmmiyojumed two ))i(‘<uvsof rilh*d artillery upon ns 
at*a distance of about a mile, sui>port(‘d by Fagan’s orHhelby's lu’igade 
[dlvisi(m|. They drove ns steadily from' about n oVIotdv until neaH> 
dark, when our skirmisli line was D^-enfonuul. 1 assunuMl commaml <lf 
it and drov(^ the enemy ba<*k some tw'o miles, <*apturing sev<u‘al pris 
oners, among them a liiuitenaut, whom I <leliv(‘r(‘d to the eommamling 
genei*al in Kansas City that night. (k>loiu‘l Moonlight, Limdetnud 
Colonel Plumb,Captain Huntoon, Coloiud Jennlsoii,('olonel and 

other ofheers and the nnm deserve speeial eredit for their sohUer like 
couduct. The militia here, as else\vh(‘re, (*oul<l not he brought into 
action. Wergeant Hlonaker, as w*ell as my orderly, William Brown, of 
the Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer <’avalry, <les(U’V(Mnetdion in a.ssisfmg 
me. tSlouaker deserves a eominivSvHion. Our for<*es <*amped that nigitt 
at Westport. I re])orted at heu<l<iuarters, Kansas <’iiv. thdobert*.’!, 
McLaiTi\s battmy nimle s()mo excidlent shots, om* of wlueh struck one 
of the enemy’s guns near th<‘ left trunnion, breaking it in t w o. AnotInn* 
gun was striu’k and brok<m su*ross the <*.hasHis by a rilled pieee manned 
by the colored batti'ry, but, \vhi<*h wms sightiMl by Captain I><nig*\ 4 *om 
mandingNinth Wisconsin Vohinteer Battery. liothcaptainsus<»d flnnr 
artillery with skill. The rebels left, the wiV<‘ks of these guns on the 
Held ami retreated, we]mrsuingth<mi in eonnection with Cem'ral Pleas 
ontoii’s lorces. Camp<Ml for the night at Little Hnnta Fe, tuteen nules 
IVom West])ort. 

October 24, Ceueral Pleasontou suggested taking his troops on Ihe 
Harnsonville or Pleasant Hill road, as he thought, tlie lieuviesl iMdiimn 
ot the enemy to be there. The <Mmunanding general insisted on Hie 
troops keeping on the shortest line. Marched all dnv and night j dm 
taiKX^, perhaps tifty miles, ihdbre <laylight on the morning of' the 2oth 
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I rnpiain Kii!,i»'sl)nr\, who roninmiuliMl thr<‘(^ sipuHlroiis ofilK! 

<’oIora<lo trooprt, (o iako Uui hill oo llio h^ll ot‘ the road, ^^hi(•h he did 
in eoiuuMdioa with ('oloiaddravely, who <*onnnand<*d the piekiddine, 
driving* <lu‘ aero.ss 1h<‘ lAIarais des <'y.unes, wh(‘r(\ tilu'yhad tolled 

tnM's to ohstnudi our proii;*i‘(‘SK. <^)uit(‘ a. spirited nmsk(dvy (‘iiga^'enient 
o<*(‘urr<‘<l durin.ii: th(‘ pavSsa,u‘<‘ol* the creidv. Our lorees (*ross<‘d and 
r<ssiinH‘d ih<‘ ])urMiit. on a run. The eneiu.v op<‘U(Ml with a luiiiduu'oi* 
^^UUN ouo of whicdi W(‘ li(*r<‘ eaptured. ddi<‘y lornied in line of battle 
noi'th of Mine On^dv, about stron^i;*, with <d^i>ht. rill(‘<l .i»uns. Our 

Ibrt'es advaiH'od in thr(‘<^ eoluinns, lh<^ riinht ami e^iuitiM* first pdnin^’ 
position and tbrinin.i; lelt front into lin<‘<»f liatth‘—distama^ about 1,000 
>anls. 'rh(‘ (‘neni\ oiiomal a territie lirt‘of artill(‘ry and sinalbarins, 
without, ho\\<‘\<u‘, doiio^ inmdi daina<»(‘. Ourinon bore iibravedy. At 
orH‘tim<‘ the ri:.ihl eonler n\ as thrown into <*onfusion, but* by <lir<a*tion 
ofom‘ of^Nour stall*oifnaus \Nas ndornu'd, wlnui Oolomd Ihuiti^en, eoin- 
inandin,iLi' (liird (‘olninn, arri\tal on th<‘ f^round. He was rcapu'sted to 
ehai\t;(*, \\hi<di In* did in a tollin*;’ manner. Our liin* advan<*ed sl(unlily, 
<i(derinin(*d!\, lirin^n* as lhe\ NV(‘nl, until it beeann* a hand to hand eon- 
lliid, \^hen tin* n*bel line “av<* \Na,\, ndrt'atinjj;’ m <*onfusion, leaivin^* 
S piee(‘s of artiller,\ in our hands as trophi(‘s of tln‘\ietory, a< lar^’<^ 
amount of ammunii ion, a number of hors(‘s, ainl from SOO to 1,000 pris¬ 
oners, two fjf<*in‘rals, killing’ <5ein‘ral (iraham ami woumlin^j^ (kilonel 
Slemons, wluMlied at N<‘Wtonia. 

Thos(‘olfnau'S w lio r<‘nder<‘d iuvaluabh* s<‘rvie<‘s were Ooloind ('niw* 
ford, a<diujjs; aide d<‘ eainji; <kdom*I lUair, a<dinj>’ aide-<I(‘-ea.mp; (5<*kand 
< d<Mid, aetin#4’ 5tid<‘ d<* eamp; Major Weed, aid<^ <!<* <*amp, all ofyoui^statV, 
jind t'apt. 1?. d. Uintou, aid(* d(‘-(*amp, <ieii<‘ral IdunTs stall, and <V)I- 
<mel r»ent<a‘u, w hose [UH*s(‘U(a' was m‘e<sssar.\ (o iu(us(‘ life and spirit, into 
tin* ranks, and to (*neonra;;e tin* for(*mosl in (In*. sl(‘rn eonlliet. These* 
oni<M‘rs (les<‘i’\i‘ (‘sp<*eial iiotiee*. S(‘r^(‘ant. SIonak<*r, of tin* hdft<*enth 
Kansas \ olunb‘(*r <'a\alr\, who a(‘eomptuiie*d me, rode alon^* lhe> line 
e*neonra|'inj 4 (In* im*m lie*, loo, <lt‘se*rv<‘S <*r<*dil. I ele> mil. think emr 
whole fore*e* amounted to more* Mian d,000 en* 1,000 nn‘n. Ne*ithe*r (l<‘n- 
e‘ral Mleasonlon nor an.\ of his slatf were* pr<‘seml elurin^ this e*u^'a^e- 
meni. 

We* pursue*el the n*lM*ls across the e‘ri*e*k, wdn*re*. we*. <lr<*w U)) in line*, 
of battle* aj»’ain, wln‘n an ord(‘rly e*ame* foiwvard inepiirin^'tor lhe^<*on^ 
manditif* otfHM*r. I aske*d him wdiat h(*wante*eb lie* re*plie‘el that. (}e*ai- 
<*ral lde‘asonton diet not want the* line to aelvainM* e*re he eame’s up. I 
se*nt m> <*<»mplime*n(s to Mn* ^'e*ne‘ral, and saiel it. shemld be as he*, de*.- 
sin*el. d’he re*he‘Is we‘r<* lln*n tryinj 4 ' to form e>n tin's hill, elistant, half a 
mde* <»r more. Nothin^'of importane*e <M‘<*urre*d nnele*!* my oI>se*rvati<m 
at tin* ne\( ii;»hl. I was sen fati^ji’ue*el that I laiei elowui ami sle‘pf. Dur¬ 
ing; the* ti^^ht at Oharlot in the* e‘\e»nin»* 1 saw a. e*oIuinn of eai-valry lih’i 
<df to the* rpdd>as 1 tlnai{i:ht, with a vie*w of llatddn^* (he\ enemy. I 
h<*arel the* e'ommamlin/^'|Anne‘ral ask <ie‘m'ral Ple^isonlon wdiaiit. mca-ntj 
lies n*plieMl Miat the^y we*re* to Fort H(*e)l( by Ids elire*etion, The^ 

jtiene‘ra! e*ommamlin^jf re»memstrute*el, re‘murkinj^ that tin's e*ne‘my oujLfht (.ei 
.be* pursneMi, <‘sp«‘eiany as the*y hael a bad <*re*e*k to cross, ami wemld be 
oldi^e*<l to le*av<* Mn*ir transportation. i'obimn at this time was a. mile*, 
ami a half in advance*, t’ommanelin^ f»<‘in*ral aske*el how far it waste 
Feirt H<*ott, liemtemant from town re*plie*el that it \vas two mil^sanela 
half Wt*nt io Feirt Heott, whiedi prove*<l fei be* six or He*ven mile*s, over 
a \<‘ry bael road, nistam*e* trav<*h*d tldsday aliont feirty mile*H/ <)<d.e>her 
20, l<*n Fend >SeMdt anel tra\e*le*<l abend twe‘nly se^ven mile‘s, Oelob<w27, 
made* thirty miles; imlte*<l for a <*np eif eeolfee anel then rode* eni till *l a, 
do U U -Ve*b XbK VT I 
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in., making since starting in the morning forty-two miles. October 2h, 
marched twenty-five or thirty miles, and in the afternoon fought the 
rebels at Kewtoiiia. October 29, Generals Sanborn and McNeil having 
received orders to return to their respective districts, we returned to 
Neosho to feed and stopped overnight; distance, six miles. October 
30, renewed the pursuit, made sixteen miles, and camped at Newtonia. 
October 31, traveled twenty-seven miles and bivouacked near Keets- 
ville. 

November 1, cold rain and snow; marched ten miles and camped in 
the vicinity of Pea Eidge. November 2, rained and snowed all day; 
laid in camp; received orders to distribute what rations there were, 
with the view of pushing on to save Fayetteville. November 3, snow¬ 
ing terribly, and roads bad; marched fifteen miles and camped at 
Cross Hollows. November 4, messengers arrived from Colonel Harri¬ 
son, stating that his post was attacked in the morning and possibly 
captured; made a night march of twenty miles, arriving at Fayette¬ 
ville in time to save it, as the enemy, hearing of our approach, had hur¬ 
riedly abandoned the place duringthe night; left Captain Dodge’s bat¬ 
tery there. November 5, left Fayetteville; marched eleven miles and 
camped at Prairie Grove. November 6, made twenty-five miles; 
camped on the Line road, passing through Cane Hill, a rebel hole, 
where we found forty or fifty prisoners starving and dying, who were 
paroled. November 7, marched before daylight, making, bad as the 
roads were, thirty miles, our stock being in bad condition, destitute oi’ 
corn, and grass poor. November 8, marched some twelve miles 
through bottom land, and saw the rebels crossing the xVrkansas Eiver. 
By direction of General Curtis hurled a few more shell after them as a 
liarting salute. 

I have the honor, general, to be, very respectfully, your ob(Hlient 
servant, 

E. IL HUNT, 

Major mid Chief of Artillery^ Dej^artment 

Maj. Gen. E. Curtls, 

Gommandimj I)qyartmeiii of Kanmn. 


No. 09. 

Report of Lieut, (honje T, Rohinaot}, ElevenIh Kioosafi (Utmlry^ ChieJ 

Engineer, 

, Enuineer Department, 

Fort Leavenworth^ Kovemher 10j JtdiJ, 

Colonel: In obedience to your i^equest, I have the honor to submit 
a statement of difierent coiivei\sations held Avith Major-General Eose- 
crans and officers of his staff, October 20 and 27, 1804. 

In obedience to an order of Major-General Curtis, a copy of which 
is hereunto annexed, under date of 21st of October, 1804,1 lelt the line 
of Big Blue at midnight and proceeded to Kansas C)ity with my assist¬ 
ants and immediately called out the citizens and militia to work upon 
the lines of fortification there. The battle of Westport commenced at 
daylight of Sunday, October 23, and the enemy commenced his retreat 
at about 12 m. of this date. I should here state that on Saturday 
night at 12 o’clock, in a conversation with General CurtivS I under¬ 
stood him to say that he had no precise knowledge as to where Major- 
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Generals Eosecjrans and Pleasontoii were, and in his general conver¬ 
sation and directions to me appeared to depend entirely on his own 
force to keep the eiicin/in check. I at this time proposed to Major- 
General Curtis to take a small steam ferry-boat lying at the levee, 
Kansas City, and run down the Missouri Kiver until J could hoar from 
or see some of the forces of Major-General Eosecrans and carry such 
dispatches and information as to our situation from General Curtis to 
Genera] Eosecrans as might be proper. At first General Curtis a])- 
provcd the plan, but finally gave it up as being too hazardous, not 
knowing where to find, or rather not having any information as to 
wlierc General Eosecrans could be found. I did not know that our 
forces had the best of the fighting until Sunday night at dark, when 
ascertaining that Price’s forces had retreated and were being closely 
pressed by Generals Curtis, Blunt, and Pleasontoii, I began to collect 
my tools from the trenches and prepare to follow on and cat(ih up with 
the advance of our troops. My duty in collecting the Government 
])ropcrty, for which I was accountable, kept me in Kansas City until 
Monday morning, October 24, at 10 o’clock, at which time I took th<". 
road with my assistants, and, accompanied by Colonel Ellithorpe, 
editor of Leavenworth Conservative, we reached Little Santa F6 the 
same day at about 2 o’clock; distance, nineteen miles south of Kansas 
City. Here, as I was entering the town from the north, I met the ad- 
van(*e guard of iVIajor-Gener^ Eosecrans entering the town from the 
east or northeast, coining from the direction of Hickman Mills, General 
Eosecrans in person being some two miles in the rear of his advance. 
I halted until the general came up, and after seeing him for a few 
minutes he informed me that he should encamp there for the night, as 
he inibrmed me his maxim was ^‘to camp early and start early.” He 
at the same time pressed me to remain with him until such time as we 
should catch the column of General Curtis, vstating that he was anxious 
to push on before daylight and should undoubtedly catch General Cur¬ 
tis before the next night (Tuesday); that he earnestly desired to see 
me\after he had his sup])er to obtain such information as 1 Avas ])os- 
sessed of as to the movement of both frrees from Lexington to the pres¬ 
ent time. A few moments after, Captain Hoelcke, engineer olficer on 
the staff of General Eosecrans, came to me to proexu'e maps of the 
(muiitry between Fort Scott and our present })osition, stating tlmt the 
general desired to have him (Captain H.) make copies of the maps at 
once as General Eosecrans had no mai)s or guides for that section of 
(*ountry. I very cheerfully gave him full maps of the country and all 
the information I was possessed of. At about 7 o’clock that evening E 
was told by an officer that General Eosecrans desired to see me. I 
went immediately to his cpiarters and found him at supper. I waited 
until he came out, when he desired me to give him a free statement of 
what General Curtis had been doing. I did so as nearly and correctly 
as 1 could. After finishing my statements the general turned around 
to his chief of statt‘ (Colonel Du Bois, I think, was his name, although 
I was not introduced to any of General Eosecrans’ staff) and said to 
the colonel: 

Old Curtis appears to Ue trying to drive Price right back into Missouri, 

The colonel’s reply was: 

Yes; he is getting things beautifully muddled up. 

I said to the general: 

General, you do not suppose that General Curtis would open a clear road for Price 
to go straight through Kansas ? 
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General K. turned quickly loward me and said; 

But you kuow nothiujy about ii. 

One of tke officers, 1 tliink Colonel l)u Bois, said General Curtis was 
a regular old inuddle-liead.''’ Captain Hoelcke made tlie remark 
tliat-'— 

The old general was not wliat lie used to be when he knew him; he A^as getting 
old and childish. 

There appeared to be a general feeling between all the staff officers 
of General Eosecrans against General Curtis.' During the interview. 
General Eosecrans turned to me and said: 

My dear sir, I have had the greatest difficulty in getting Gon<‘ral (hutis toholi(we 
that Price was in Missouri at alJ. 1 have sent him dispatch alter dispalch, telegram 
after telegram, to the etfect that Price, with his Ashole army, Avas in JMissonri, and 
that he must be ou the lookout for him, as it Avas Pricers intention to go io Kansas. 
In answer, I receh^ed from General Cuilis a dispatch that the idea of Price, with 
3,000 men being in the State of Missouri, was monstrous. 

General Eosecrans then turned to Colonel Du Bois and said: 

And now, colonel, I guess the old man finds that Price is no fiction; that he is a 
reality, eh? 

The colonel replied: 

I should think he did. 

Again General Eosecrans said to me: 

Iliave been overpersuaded by that i^ian (having reference to Major-Cienernl Cur¬ 
tis) against iny oAvn militaiy judgment to send all my trooj)s via Kansas City. It 
was iny wish to send them iarther south, Imt the consiani cry oi'Kansas City, Kan¬ 
sas City, induced me 1o ordei in> troops then*, uith tke beautiful result of losing the 
Avholo thing. Hereafter Avheu 1 listen to another man and take his advice I shall 
be a bigger fool than he is. 

Again: 

1 understand, sir, that Jim lame is rnuning this border rutiian institution, and 
actually iu command of the Avhole machine. 

I told General Eosecrans that General Lane was ccuTainly a I I In* 
front and doing his duty as a common soldier as A^cre many other Kan¬ 
sas men, but as to his having command of any portion ol‘ the troo])S it 
was not so. General E. said: 

Oh, yes, 1 understand the \^Uole lliing, sn, much bettei tlmn ,\ou possil)t> can do; 
I understand and know Jim Lane tbor<)]ig]i];y. 

A moment after he said to me: 

Lieutenant, you are noi as imiclj of a Fremont imm a** when ^<*'1 weie on lus 
stafi • 

I told him 1 was not. SJiortly afterward 1 went to my own <taart(‘rs. 
The column took up the line of inareh n(‘xt morning at 7 o’tdoek, 
marched until 12 m., making about twenty miles, Avhen a halt was 
ordered for an hour. 1 then asked the general what time he intended 
to camp. His reply Avas, Very soon.” I ventured to reply that such 
marching would not catch General Ourtis. llis rejily was: 

My dear sir, Avhcii you get to bo a general romomb(‘r to start early find camj) 
early, and when you do find your enemy you Avill be able to fight him with fnwi 
men and fresh horses. You will sec tlial I Avill Iiuat to iinish tliis thing u]) Act with 
my infantry—slow hut sure. I have the finest bodA’ of iutantry in the* A^orld, and 1 
shall catch Price with them after all tin* cavalry are used n]). ' Su(*li racing cauuot 
last over forty-eight hours longer, aud then <‘onies my turn, 
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About 1.30 tlie eoluinn took up the line of march again, and at 3 i). 
ni. halted for camp. Pinding that if T continued with General Eose- 
crans my chance of (^ver rejoining my own command was exceedingly 
poor I decided upon pushing on and letting General Eosecrans come up 
with his infantry in his own way. Calling my men together 1 started 
on. General Eosecrans was sitting on a log at the side of the road, 
and asked me where 1 was going. I told him my idace was with my com¬ 
mand, and I thought Iwould not be able to reach it if I remained with 
him. He jumped up from t])e stump or Jog and in a very angry manner 
said, Go on, tlien.” There T left him, nor saw nor heard of him after¬ 
ward. Some five miles farther on my road south I saw coming trom 
the northeast a column of cavalry a])proachiiig the road I was then on, 
moving south. Upon looking at tliem through my glass 1 saw a large 
white hag hying from a lance stafi*. We waited for them to come up, 
when J had a conversation Avith the officer in command, it proved to 
be a (*ompany of the Third IoA\a Cavalry, under command of a first 
lieutenant, carrying a hag of truce, and from forty to fifty prisoners of 
Avar, (iaptiired at or near Lexington. Tlie lieutenant informed me he 
carried orders from General Eosecrans to take these prisoners into the 
lines of Price. 1 informed him that General Eosecrans Avas only about 
five miles back, camped, at Avhich he seemed much surprised, and dis¬ 
mounting his men and prisoners, rode back to see General Eosecrans and 
get further orders. I marched on, leaving the command and prisoners 
dismounted on the road. The circumstance at the time struck me as 
A’^ery strange that prisoners should be sent into Price’s lines under a 
hag of truce ui)on the field of battle.' 

This, colonel, is a full and corre(*t statement of affairs and conversa¬ 
tions held with General Eowsecunns. I could not fail to see ])lainly that 
a bitter feeling existed betAA^een General Eosecrans and his staff toward 
(General Curtis. His actions Avere spoken of in a A^ery sneering maimer; 
tliat every move made by General Curtis Avas made Avrong and in a 
‘Gnmgliiig maimer,” or, in the language of Colonel Du Bois, ^Gieauti- 
fully muddled up.” My first impression was (after ascertaining that 
General Eosecrans was hostile in feehng toward General Curtis) to 
leave (general Eosecrams at once, but I deemed it my duty to ascertain, 
as nearly as possible, what the pre(*ise difficulty Avas, so that if disaster 
should befall General Curtis through any lack of co-operation on the 
part of General Eosecrans I might, perhaps, be able in part to account 
for such lack. After mature deliberation, coupled with such informa¬ 
tion as [ could glean from casual remarks from different officers con¬ 
nected apparently closely with General Eosecrans, it is my firm coimc- 
tion that the plan of General Eosecrans was to have Price Avhip the 
fCAV raAv, undisciplined troops of General Curtis and'then crush Price 
himself (whi(ih it strikes me he could haA^e done at any time after Price 
had entered Missouri), carr^ying off* the palm of Auctory himseffat the 
fearful cost of sacrificing the Avhole Kansas frontier. 

It is a fearful thing to accuse a man, hitherto honored and respected 
as Major-General Eosecrans has been and is now. of being a traitor to 
his flagj yet his lack of eo-operation, his tardy pursuit, cast a black 
shadow upon all his former services, and true, loyal men will see only a 
desire on his part to hand the State of Missouri over to our enemy 
without a blow being struck for its defense. 1 was informed by an 
officer at Port Scott that Major-General Smith, commanding the in¬ 
fantry force, had repeatedly urged upon General Pleasonton the neces¬ 
sity of attacking Price and bringing liim to bay, so as to allow General 
Smith to get up with his infantry and artillery force and bring on a 
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general engagement. Tlds General Pleasonton neglected to obey, and 
finally a fifth order was sent to General Pleasonton to the effect that if 
General Pleasonton did not attack Price at once he (General Smith) 
would be obliged to send General Pleasonton to the rear. If, colonel, 
this is the case (and the orders of General Smith can be readily ob¬ 
tained) there has been a criminal neglect upon the part of General 
Eosecrans and General Pleasonton to attack and defeat Price. 

I am, colonel, your obedient servant, 

GEO. T. EOBIKSOE, 

Lieutenant and Chief Engineer^ Department of Kansas. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Stark, 

Asst. Adjt. Oen,^ Dept, of Kans.^ Leavemcorth^ Kans. 

[Inclosuie.] 

Camp on Big- Blue, October 186d. 

Colonel Coates, 

Commanding^ Kansas City: 

Colonel : I send my chief engineer, Captain Eobinson, to improve 
the lines about Kansas City, which we may regard as our next line. It 
seems to me we can stop Price here. We have fought him since 10 
o’clock inch by inch with only a small part of my forces and in many 
instances beat him back with heavy damage. 1 cannot ascertain my 
losses as I am busy preparing for harder woi'k to-morrow. Give Cap¬ 
tain Eobinson all possible assistance. 

Truly, yours, 

8 . E. CUETTS, 

Major-General. 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Department of Kansas, 

Fort Learen worth, December S, 1804. 

Eespectfully referred to Major-General Halleck, chief of staff*, Wash¬ 
ington, D. C. 

For the })ast year I have almost constantly at the request of General 
Eosecrans sent troops into his department to aid his forces near my 
border and under his (*ommanders the utmost harmony existed, I 
regret to see matters seem otherwise wheii my department was threat¬ 
ened and his troops <*ame within my immediate command, and the 
within re])ort shows such e(‘(*entric conduct and disres]>ectful feelings 
tow^ard a comrade in the li(dd as to precdude our futui^e kind co-oi)er- 
ation. All that is said about ignorance of Price’s i)resen(‘e in Missouri 
and my lack of efiiciency is immaterial to the main point—a. lack of 
sympathy and cordial co-operation and respect for a (‘omrade then in 
his advance and in the immediate presence of the enemy. Extraor¬ 
dinary delay manifested in bringing forward forces and subsequent 
hasty and unfortunate orders wdiich withdrew them fimii my support, 
may also deserve your notice. 

S. E. CGETIS, 

Major-OetteraL 


[Second indoraoment.] 


Decemeeb 11,1864. 

Respectfully forwai'ded to JjieEteiiant-Ooneral draiit. 

H. W. HALLECIK, 
Major-Oeneral and Chief of ktaff. 
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'Eo. 70. 

Reports of Maj, t^amiiel B, JDariSy U. H. Army^ MedleaJ Director, 

Foet Leavexwoetii, Kans., 

November ^ 6 ‘, 1864, 

Sir: I liavo the honor to report that In compliance with his order I 
joined Major-General Blunt at Paola, Kans., tlie 11th ultimo, and as 
medical director ot* his <*oniinand accoini^aiiied him to Lexington, Mo., 
wheie on the IDlh he first aseeitained that the enemy was in Missouri 
ill force. Notwithstanding Iheie was (*onsideral)le tiring on both sides 
and the rear of General Blunt’sretiringcommandwas warmly pressed, I 
saw and heard of but tew cavsualties. At Indeiiendeiu'e the following 
day I was announced, by order ot General Lurtis, as medical director ot 
the Army ot the Border, in tlu^ field. During the battle on the Little 
Blue, the 21st, a hospital was established by my flirection in Indeiiend- 
ence, where the wounded ^^ere cared tor as last as they were brought 
from the held. The slightly wounded and such as Avere able to ride 
their horses were iiernuttcHl to go back to Kansas City. In the after¬ 
noon, w’hen our army fell back to the Big Blue, it was deemed imiiraetica- 
able to move the wounded and they were left, tliirty-one in number, under 
the care of Burg. J. P. Eri(*kson, Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. 
I sent an ambulance, and got from the commissary stores, which had 
been ordered to be destroyed, siihicient subsistem^e for those in hos])ital 
for several days. 1 also left a good supply of medical and hospital 
stores. Late that night 1 took Surgeon Harvey, U. S. Volunteers,and 
went up to Kansas City to iirei^are accommodations for wounded, as a 
battle wuis anticipated the next day. The fighting on the 22d was con- 
iined to our right, and as our troojis were compelled to fall back at that 
place none but the slightly wounded and such as were able to get 
away themselves weie cared for on that day. Some of the wounded 
were subsequently taken back to Independence with some of Pleason- 
ton’s command who Avere wounded near the same ])laee. 

The next morning I started from Kansas City with all the ambu¬ 
lances to gather the Avounded irom this field, as L heard that the enemy 
was retreating, but wdien I reached Westixiii I found our troops 
' assembling, and about 7 o’clock the battle of Westport began. During 
this engagement the ambulances Avere sent to CA^ery accessible part of 
the field and the Avounded brought into Westport, AAiiere a temporary 
hosintal Avas established. I was in the front when the final charge was 
made, and Price’s retreat became a rcxut. I returned, by consent of 
General Blunt, to su])erintend the gathering and preparations for the 
care of those left Avounded on the field. Every part of the battle-ground 
Avas carefully searched, and all, as I believe, Union and rebel, were 
carried into Westport. It AA;as night Avhen Ireached that idace, and as 
better accommodations could bo had in Kansas City, I directed all who 
could be safely transported to be taken to that city. The rebels and 
fourteen Union soldiers, avIio AA^ere too vseribusly wounded to be moved 
Avith safety, Avere left at Westport in the care of Assistant Surgeon 
Graham, Thirteenth Kansas. The following morning (24th) I applied 
to the quartermaster at Kansas City for a l)oat, who placed the Tom 
Morgan at my service. Slie was sent to Indei>endence Landing, and 
tAvo ambulances, in care of Hospital Steward Keimead, were sent direct 
to Independence, with instructions to Surgeon Erickson to place all the 
wounded in his hospital, Union afid rebel, on board, to be transported 
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to Fort LeaveTiwortli. Surgeon Harvey was left in cliargo of all tlie 
liospitaLs estaUlislied up to this time, with instructions to telegraph 
Surgeon Biickmastor, department medical director, as soon as tiie Tom 
Morgan should return to Kansas City, the number of wounded on Imard, 
and the time she would ])robably reach Fort Leavenworth. As soon as 
these arrangements weie made! .started Ibi the front with the remaining 
medical officers and ambulances. 

Surgeon AinswoiTh and Assistant Surgeon Adams, Fhwenth Kansas 
Volunteer ('avalry, and Assistant Surgeons Vance and Akin, Second 
Colorado Volunteer Cavalry, liad gone forward with the command. 
Surgeon Ainsworth had an abundant su]>ply of niedicines, dressings, 
tor the temporary wants of tlie comniand, l)ut tor some unaccount¬ 
able cause his ambulance containing ids instrumeiits and supplies was 
sent back to Olathe wffiere it remained. 1 arrived at Trading Host tlie 
evening of the battle of JMine Creek (25th) and learned that the w^mnded 
in that <■ m- u' had been uncared foraiul wanv lying on the gronnd 
wdiere they had lalien. 1 stopped but a few^ hours to rest and feed 
the teams and then pushed ou, arriving on the held two hours before 
daylight. Leaving the ambulan(*es with Surg(‘on Pollok, who wms 
directed to load them as soon as it w'as light, I went on to Mound City 
to pre])are a place for the wmmided. There was but one building in 
the town at all suitable, and this was tilled with commissary and (piar- 
termaster stores. These* J had taken out and with the aid ot' the (iiti- 
zens, who liberally contributed beds, bedding, etc., every Cnion 
soldier brought in was wt.I 1 and comfortably cared ibi\ Tlie rebel 
wounded were placed in oilier buildings and every attention dictated 
by humanity given them. Surgeon Twiss, Fittcentli Kansas Volunteer 
Cavalry, was placed in charge, and after I was satisfied that (*very 
necessary attention would be paid the patients, L started again for 
the front, acconijianied by Surgeon Erickson, who had joined me the 
evening previous. I had the day before sent Surgeon Pollok with 
several ambulances, with dire(‘tions to join the command as soon as 
possible. When 1 arrived at Fort S(mtt I found Surgeon Pollok there 
waiting for an escort. Colonel Blair was sending forw^ard a train with 
-supplies and could furnish no troops except for the train, and wt w(*re 
compelled to remain with it, until it reached KewTouia. Here I found 
Assistant Surgeon Akin, Second Colorado Volunteer (^^avalry, in charge 
of the hospital. There was also a rebel hospital in the vicinity, in 
(diaige of rebel medical officers. Supplies w ere issued for both hospi¬ 
tals, andl pushed foiwvard the next day, overtaking the (*ommand at 
J^ea Eidge. 

AVhile at Mound City 1 i*eceived a telegram from (^olonel Blair, com¬ 
manding at Fort Scott, directing me, by order of General (hirtis, to 
proceed immediately to the front. When 1 reached Fort Scott I learned 
that the army was still advancing and that there w^as a deficiency ol* 
ine<lical officers and medical snpidies with the command. . 1 immedi¬ 
ately telegiaphed to Surgeon Harvey, IJ. S. Volunteers, at Kansas (ity, 
that his services were required at the front, and directing him to i)ro- 
ceed to Port Scott and report to Colonel Blair for instructions. Sur¬ 
geon Harvey did not go to Fort Scott for the reason, as lie reports, that 
Surgeon Buckmaster, medical director of the department, ordiTed him 
to remaiujii his district, notwithstanding he w^as notified of my ord<n\ 
Surgeon Harvey reports that he visited the hospital at Mound City 
after being sent to I^aola, and remained a short time, but was not again 
in the field. From Pea Eidge to the Arkansas Eiver the m(‘dical offl- 
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cers ke])t with their respective coinmands, and notwithstanding the long 
and dreadiul inar(*hes of the campaign scarcely a single case of si(*k- 
ness was reported. When the pursuit of the enemy as abandoned 
and the army divided, at General (hirtiV suggestion I Joined Colonel 
Jennison’s brigade, with the view of returning by way of iSTewtonia with 
the ambulance train to take the wounded from that place to P'^ort Scott. 
When within twenty-eight miles of ^es^tonia, being in <‘amxi three- 
quarters of a mile in advance of Colonel Jennison’s headquarters,! re 
quested of IMajor K(‘tner, commanding Sixteenth ICansas \"olunteer 
Cavalry, an escort, which he gave me, and I went forward to make the 
necessary arrangements to move tlie wounded without delaying the 
march of the (*ommaiid. In the afternoon, when Colonel Jeniiison 
arrived, he issiu^d an order for my arrest, a (*opy of whi(‘h is herewith 
transmitted [vide paper marked B). In a conversation he had wdthme 
the colonel told me that Ihe arrest wo\s not made so much for the rea¬ 
sons stated ill the order as forcertain connecting circumstances/’ 
The ^Mdr<aiinstances ” j'eferredtol have noknowdedge of, unless he re¬ 
ferred to a protestwdiich 1 signed wdth tw'eiity-tw^o other officers. I inclose 
a (*opy, not with the view' of volunteering information that maybe det¬ 
rimental to Colonel Jeniiison, but in the belief that therein lies the 
(iau^ of the above-mentioned arrest and that Colonel Jcimison’s action 
in my case calls for an explanation by him or an exposition by me. The 
following morning I wTote him a note giving my reasons for leaving the 
(‘ommand and going forward, and calling his attention to paragraph 
224, Itevised Army Kegulations. In a short time I received an order 
releasing me froiu arrest. The day following (20th instant) Colonel 
Jeimison, wffiile at Sar(‘oxie, gave me, at my request, an escort of lifty 
men, and 1 came through with the wounded, fifteen in number, to Fort 
Scott with all possible dispatch. 

The soldiers wounded iu tln^ various battles of the recent campaign 
were as wail cared for as it wais ])ossibl(^ for thimi to he under the cir- 
cumstauo(\s. When it is remembered that probably half the medical 
officers with the command had had little or no experience iu the held; 
that the means and appliances for taking care of w'ouuded men were 
confined to such as could be transported in light ambulauc'es; that the 
<*amj)aign was one of forced and rapid marches iwid of short and 
decisive battles; that hundreds of miles intervened between scenes of 
battles fought at intervals so short that they seemed l)ut one engage¬ 
ment, and that notwithstanding such unparalleled and uulooked for 
obstacles it is not known that any life was lost for want of timely assist¬ 
ance, but on the other hand the WTuinded, friend and foe, all found hos- 
l)itaLs ami surgi(*al aid, justice w'ould seem to claim an acknowiedg- 
inent that the medical officers of the Army of the Border had done 
their duty. Among those of my a.^sistauts deserving of special notice 
are Surg. Philip Harvey, U. S. Volunteers; Surgeon Pollok, Second 
Golorado YolunteerOavalry; Surg.Pj.Twiss,Plfteenth Kansas Volunteer 
Chivalry; Siirg. J. P. Erickson, Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavafiy, 
and Assistant Surgeon Akin, Second Colorado Volunteer Cavalry. 
These officers wore very active and untiring in the discharge of their 
several duties. Mention is due to Mr. J. li. Brown, agent U. S. Sani¬ 
tary Commission, Avho went to Kansas City and Westport with supplies 
that Avere much needed. He accompanied me to Mound City, where he 
rendered efficient aid in preparing and furnishing the hospital at that 
place, and subsequently returned to Leavenworth for frevSh supplies, 
Avhicli he judiciously apiilied to the comfort and relief of those in the 
various hospitals. 
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. Tlie number ofiriiion \v<)uiide<l reported in the different ho8])itals 
is. at Iiidepeiidcmee, 50; Kansas (hty, 04; Mound City, 50; Fort ISeott, 
02; Westport, 14, and N(‘wionia, l.‘>; total, 289. Otrebel wounded, at 
Independenee, 23; Westport, 39; Mound City, 02; Fort S<*ott, 10, and 
Ntewtonia, 40; total, 189. The rebel medical offi(*ers at Newtonia stated 
that their retreating army was taking wdth it over 400 wounded officers 
and men. In the vicinity of C^ane Hill they had left 34 too badly wounded 
to be taken farther. So far a^s 1 have been able to learn the mortality 
among* the rebel wounded has been much greater than that among our 
own, there being a greater proportion of wounds ot the abdomen and 
lower extremities in the former than in the latter. At Kewtonia, on my 
return, I found that out of4G treated by their own surgeons 17 had died, 
while at the hospital under the caieof Doctor Akin G only had died. 
At Mound C4ty 1 found on my return that IG rebels and 3 Union 
wounded had died, the number of ea(‘h treated being about equal. J 
have heard nothing of those brought to Fort Leavenworth for treat¬ 
ment. 

I should in the proper connection have stated that the wounded at 
Mine Creek belonged principally to (Tcneral Pleasonton’s command, and 
that I found one assistant surgeon who claimed to have charge of 
them, but was without means or ability to x)rovide for them. As soon 
as they were placed in hospital said officer w(mt foiward to Join his l^m- 
mand, which henietnear Fort Scott returning from the tiehl. 

I have the honor to be, major, very respoidfully, your obedient 
servant, 

S. B. DAYTS, 
Hnrgeon^ XL xV. VolunieevH. 

Maj. 0. S. Oharlot, 

A ssistatit Adjutant-Oenerah 


Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 

Noreuiher lS(hL 

Sir: Inclosed please find list of wounded as furnished by surgeons 
in charge of the hosi)itals at Indepeiideiu'e, Kansas City, Mound City, 
Fort S(*ott, and ISfewtonia. It differs slightly in the aggregate from 
the number named in my report sent you through Major-Ceneral Blunt. 
Those in hospital at Westport (fourteen in number) were not reported 
to me, while the number reported by ►Surgeon Van Duyn at Fort Scott 
does not appear on the list he has furnished. This list is intended to 
accompany and form a x)art of the i*epoi*t above mentioned.* 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

►S. B. BAVLS, 
tiurgeon^ ff, YohinteevH. 


ifaj. 0. S. Charlot, 

Amstant Adjutant-General. 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 2 commissioned officers and 48 enlisted men in hos¬ 
pital at Independence; 1 commission<*dofficer and 29 enlisted men in Hospital No. 1, 
2 eomniissioned officers and 29 enlisted men in Hosjiital No. 2, at Kansas City; 57 
enlisted men in hospital at Monnd C’ity; 8 <‘ommisBione<l officers and 50enlisted men 
in hospital at Fort Scotty and 44 enlisted men in hospital at Nowtonia, Mo. 
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BepoH of Mqj. Theodore J. Weed, U. Army^ Aide-de-Gump and Chief 
Oommitisary of Musters. 

Commissary of Musters, Bepartiment of Kansas, 

Fort Leavenworth^ December i, L^€4. 

Major : In pai\siiance of general Held orders, dated lieadquarters 
Army of tlie Border, Camp Arkansas, November 8, 1864, J have the 
honor to report that in obedience to telegraphic instructions from the 
field, dated October 20,1864,1 left this post on the morning of the 22d 
and joined the commanding general at Westport, Mo., on the evening 
of the same day. As our forces had been slowly pressed back on that 
day by the largely superior force of the enemy, the commanding gen¬ 
eral had determined to occupj" the defensive v orks of Kansas City 
with tliat i)ortion of the force that had been engaged on the road lead¬ 
ing from Kansas City to Independence, and 1 was directed to proceed 
to the line of earth-works on the east of the (‘ity and jdace the troops 
in position on their arrival from the field. This duty ha\jng been 
accomplislied, at 10 p. in. 1 repaired to the Gillis house, wliere the 
general had established headquarters, at vhich place I remained dur¬ 
ing the night. Early on the morning of the 28d I accompanied the 
general to Westport, and found on arriving there that our for(*es had 
already engaged the enemy about one mile and a half south of town. 
At this hour (7.30 a. m.) it seemed to be the object of the rebels to turn 
our right flank, and heavy bodies of his (*avalry could be plainly seen 
ti'om the roof of the Westport hotel moving in a direction a little north 
of west. Our for(*es now Ix^gan to arrive from Kansas City, and were 
])romptly pushed out on a road leading wTst from Westport for the 
puriiose of checking this last movement of the enemy. 1 remained 
with the general until 11 a. m., when I was directed to go to our right 
and order Major-General Beitzler, commanding a force of militia, to 
push his column forward and drive therc^bels from the timber south¬ 
west of town, where a small body of them had taken i)osition. On 
rea(*hing the open prairie, about three miles west, T ibund that the 
attempt of the enemy to turn our right had completely tailed and he 
had withdrawn all his force from that part of tln^ field. 1 immediately 
informed the commanding general of this fact, when a charge through 
the timber south of town was at once ordered and pronqitly exe¬ 
cuted. On reaching the prairie beyond the timber our artillery was 
opened on the rebel line, distant about half a mile, with such effect as 
to cause its dispersion in less than half an hour. The pursuit was 
prom])t, and three miles south of the timber our column joined that of 
Major-General Pleasonton, who had been engaged with the enemy on 
our left during the early part of the day, and our united forces were 
that night jiushed as far south as Little Santa F6, skirmishing with 
the enemy, who continued his hurried retreat. 

At daylight on the morning of the 24th the division of Major-General 
Blunt started in i)ursuit of the enemy, on what is known as the Line 
road, and a half hour later, as the ma;jor-general commanding was 
about to follow, a staff officer of General Pleasonton (Colonel Cole) 
came up and informed him that as the division of General Blunt had 
already started and occupied the Line road over which the enemy had 
retreated, he (General rieasonton) would take the Hai'risonville road 
with his troops, keeping on the flank of the rebel force. General 
Pleasonton was at once sent ibr and on reiterating what the sfatt* 
officer had said, was informed by Major-General Curtis that such a 
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moveDient could not lor an instant be tbouglit of and would not under 
any circumstances be tolerated, and that ifbis division did not at once 
follow ui)on the trail of* the enemy be sliould assume immediate command 
of the troops that the succi^ss already achieved uiight not be frittered 
away in following on a load over whh*h no enemy had retreated. The 
]mrsuit was continued vigorously until 8 p. in., at which hour we 
reached West Point, when the di\ision of General Pleasouton uas 
placed ill tlie advau(‘e for a uiglit march, and at mididght reached the 
vicinity of Trading Post, a small settlement at the crossing ol* the 
Marais des Pygiies, and halted, i immediately proceeded to the ti'ont, 
ill eompany with JMajor McKeuiiy, to ascertain the cause of the hall, 
and learned bom Brigadier*General Banborn that his advam-e hail 
stiiiek the enemy’s column on a bigli mound half a mile north of the 
towm and that ow ing to the darkness of the night and want of knowl¬ 
edge of the <*ountry he could not and would not assume thi^ responsi¬ 
bility of moving any farther until daylight. On making these faids 
known to the commanding genei’al, he ordered the artillery ol‘General 
Saiihorii’s brigade forward to open at once upon the enemy’s line. At 
4 a. m. on the !loth, no tiring having been lieard, I was directed to go to 
the i*iont and ascertain why the artillery had not ojicned as directed 
some hours priwious. On arriving there 1 found the battery just going 
into position about half a mile from tlie position occuiMed by the enemy 
during the night, and four guns vere \ery soon opened iiiion the crest 
of this niouiul. After a few shots had Ix^en lired Maj. 11. II. Ihiiit 
rode up from onr skirmish line and begged them to cease firing from 
that ])oint, as their shells were falling in the midst of our own men, 
who had already driven the rebel line from their position. I then 
learned from Major Hunt that three comiianies of the Se<‘ond Colo¬ 
rado ('avalry, who had been in advance during the day and night 
pre\ious, had, in the darkness and rain, inished forward without sup¬ 
port and gained possession of this commanding point. On returning 
to report to the commanding general I met Brigadier-General San¬ 
born, who had just left his quarters, and inforuKxl him of the fiKits 
stated above, J remained with the major-general commanding until 
Philips’ brigade had crossed the stream at Trading Post, when J was 
ordered over with a message to General Pleasontoii, and alter deliver¬ 
ing it proceeded to the front in company with Colonel Blair and Maj.lt. 
H. Hunt. Tliree miles south of Trading Post, with Aline Creek in their 
rear, we found the entire fighting force of the enemy (Blielby’s division 
exo(q)ted) drawn up in line of battle. As only one brigade of our own 
troops bad come uj), 1 rode a short distance liack on a road running 
]>araliel with and to the left of the one on which Phili])s’ lirigade had 
marched, and very soon met Lieutenant-Colonel PentcHm at the head of 
his brigade, and infoimed him of the position of the enem>. J Le pushed 
rapidly forward, and on coming in sight of the rebel line at once formed 
his brigade for a charge. 1 then started to relurn to the troo])s already 
on the field, to urge upon the commanding oilicer a (diargc at the same 
moment with that of Bentecn. Before reaeliiiig this command, how¬ 
ever, 1 was accosted by an officer wdio iioinled to the right <*ent<n‘ 
regiment of Philips’ brigade, and asked me to take that regiment into 
action, and io tell the men that their colonel would vsooii be with them. 
He then rode oft* at a rapid pace in a northwesterly direction, probably 
upon some urgent mission. 1 at once rode to the head of the regiment 
indicated, gave the message to all the offi(‘ers, and to lessen as mii<*h as 
possible the depressing efi'ect of the absence of tlnur commanding* offir 
cer upou the men^ charged with and in advaxu'C of them. As they came 
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near oiiongli to ilic enemy’s line to open j6.re I crossed tlieir front and 
took position in the line on the light, where, in conjimction with Maj, 
E. H. Hunt, T did what I could to encourage and urge it forAcard. 
After the enemy’s line had been broken and his whole for(*e put to 
tlight, 1 rode to the left of our line and assivsted in gathering together 
and sending to the rear a large number of ])riRoners who had been 
captured a\ ith the artillery taken by Denteen’s brigade. While engaged 
in this duty I heard ol' the capture of General Marinaduke, and some 
twenty minutes later, meeting General Ideasonton, who was just coming 
onto the field, I informed him of that fact, also telling him that Marma- 
duke had already be<m sent to the rear. I then, at his re(iuest, took sev¬ 
eral squads of our men who had been separated from their commands 
during the charge and proceeded to pick up prisoners, who Acere scat¬ 
tered oA^er every xiart of the battle-ground, some under guard and many 
making their Avay to the rear without guard and with no guide except 
their fears. 'After having iierformed this <luty T reported to the com¬ 
manding general, who had already crossed Mine Greek, and was directed 
to proceed to the rear and urge forward the division of Major-General 
Blunt and the brigade of Brigadier-General McNeil with all possible 
speed. These troops had been delayed by the breaking doAvn of 
some transportation wagons at the most difficult point of crossing, 
and some time elai>sed before the road could again be opened. I 
returned to the front with Genei'al McNeil and Major Chariot, and 
on arriving there reported to and remained with the commanding gen¬ 
eral until nearly sundoAvn, AA-hen we came up with General Pleasonton, 
who had commenced withdraAAung his troops from the field, and an¬ 
nounced to the commanding general that Fort Scott Avas safe and 
that, so far as he was concerned, the (*amx)aign was ended. Upon 
being told by the (*ommanding general that the campaign Avas not 
ended and that the pursuit of Pri(*e Acould be continued until he Avas 
captured or driA^en b(\yoiid the xVrkamsas Ei\^er, and that the troops 
must not be diATuted from this Avork, he changed his tune, and said 
that the men and hors(\s of his diAdvSion were worn down Avith fatigue 
and exposure, that the men Avere and had been for two or three days 
Avithout rations, the liorses without forage, ami many of them Avithoiit 
shoes, and that he must move them to Fort Scott to rest and recuper¬ 
ate. As a large portion of General Pleasonton’s Ibrces Avas already on 
llie road to this place and darkness Avas fast coming on the command¬ 
ing general reluctantly consented to turn ill that direction also and 
arrived in the toAA^i at 9 p. m. Gn the folloAviiig morning, by dire<i- 
lion ol* the (*ominanding general, I left orders at the office depot 
(]uartermaster that 50,000 rations for the men and 50,000 rations of 
(‘orn for the horses should at once be sent in half-loaded Avagons after 
the army Avith orders to folloAV day and night till it was overtaken. 
After giving these orders I joined the general, who Avas at an early 
hour again iu the saddle, pushing every aAmilable man after the enemy, 
Avho had been so badly beaten and demoralized on the day previous. 
Finin this time T remaiued at headquarters rendering such aid as 
required iu directing the movements of the army until the morning of 
November 8, when our forces halted on the banks of the Arkansas, 
having driven the enemy in utter confusion beyond the stream. 

I have the honor to ])e, major, A’-eiy respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

T. J. VVBET), 

Major and Aide-de-Gam})^ (liief Vommlsmry of Musters. 
Maj. G. B. Ohaulot, 

Assistant Aduitant-Generah Demriment of Kansas^ 
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NTo. 7:3. 

Re 2 )ort of CoL WiUiam F. Cloud, Second Kfiuiuts Cavalry, Acting Aide- 

de- Camp. 

Leavenworth City, Kans., 

November 20, 2sol. 

Major: In obedience to Orders, NTo. —, 1 luive tlie lioiior to report 
as to the duties performed and engagements parti(*ipated in by myself, 
as aide-de-camp, and a battalion Second Kansas Cavalry, comnuind(‘d 
by ]\raj. If. Hopkins, Capt. Pat. (^osgrove, and Lieiits. Barney Mitchell 
and Walts, in the campaign of the Army of the Border. 

Arriving at General Curtis’ headquarters at Kansas City on the lOtli 
of October, I was placed upon duty as aide-de-camp, and as such pro¬ 
ceeded to Fort Leavenworth for horses, arms, &c., for my detaidniient, 
and repoi’ted again at army headquarters on the morning of the 22d, 
the position of the army being upon the Big Blue. I had the honor to 
convey orders to the various positions during the day, and in obedience 
to orders arranged the plans of defense of Westport at night, by and 
with the assistance of Colonel f^ord, Second Colorado, and Ooloiud 
Walker and Major Ketner, Sixteenth Kansas, after which I passed 
night at headquarters, Kansas City. On the morning of the 23d, at the 
request of Major-General Blunt, 1 reported to him for duty and was 
sent with a detachment of the Second Kansas Cavalry to watch the 
extreme right of our lines at Westport and to ascertain the position 
and movements of the enemy who were engaging our forces. Having 
performed that duty and reported I was ordered to our extreme left for 
the same puipose, and there observing that General Pleasouton was 
engaging the enemy far to our left, I again reported facts to Generals 
Curtis and Blunt and joined in the advance of our entire lines, then 
taking place, keeping the road and assisting in bringing up, placing, 
and working the artillery, and earring orders to the various parts of 
the line. When the lines of General Pleasouton joined to ouis 1 
engaged in the pursuit of the rebels as f<u* as Little {Santa F6, which 
was a chase of nine miles, and in which our part of the line was ad¬ 
vanced many miles beyond the rebels, who were leisuiely falling bacjk 
before Pleasouton. In fact, the long columns of the rebels were tnken 
by myself, Colonels Crawtbrd and Ritchie (who were with me), for 
the forces of General Pleasouton as they came so far from our 
rear and 3 )awssed within a mile of us upon the prairie. Remaining 
at Santa F6 with the army until the morning of the 24tli 1 re¬ 
ported to General Curtis and engaged in the pursuit of the enemy 
duiing that day and night, and as the general moved upon the (momy 
at the Trading Post at early daylight of the 25th I was temporarily 
detained by General Blunt until our foi'ces had crossed the Osage or 
Marais des Cygnes, and was only able to join the advance of Pleason- 
ton^s troops just as they came in sight of the enemy drawn up in line 
at Mine Creek. Here reporting to General Pleasouton I was sent by 
that officer to an adjoining farm-house to ascertain the road to Foii^ 
Scott, &c., and having obtained the information I returned to our lines 
just as they were formed and now moving upon the enemy. Accompa¬ 
nied by a small detachment of the Second Kansas Cavalry, commanded 
by Sergeant Peck, I moved forward in the space between our (extreme ' 
right and the left, giving such orders and encouragement to our forces 
as seemed necessary. In this order we came to a rebel battery, the 
men of which had ceased to tight from fear, at which a rebel colonel 



Chap. Lin.] 


price’s MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 


659 


y^effers) surrendered to me, clainiing protection for himself and men. 
Giving such directions as seemed proper for the guarding of pris¬ 
oners, I moved to another part of the field, assisting in arresting pris¬ 
oners and securing several pieces of artillery abandoned by the rebels 
in their retreat through the biush and cieek. Seeing Geneial Pleas- 
onton upon the field near to a section of artillery, I moved forward and 
reported facts as directed, and then observing that he was directing 
the fire of our artillery upon a detachment of our own troops I so 
informed him, but was rebuked. Still persisting in my statements, I 
had them confirmed by an officer from the detachment under fire, whose 
assurances united with my own and prevailed upon the same to give 
the order to cease firing, saying at the same time “You should carry 
your colors upon the battle-field.’’ 

The battle being over and our lines reformed for the continuation of 
the pursuit, I requested and obtained permission to take my command 
to the extreme front, and reported to General Sanborn, who gave me 
the extreme right of his line. In this manner we moved several miles 
across the iirairie until we reached the timber of the Little Osage, in 
which the rebels had placed another line of defense. At the order of 
General Sanborn the Second Kansas Cavalry was moved forward as 
skirmishers, some mounted and some dismounted, and drove the enemy 
out of the woods and across the river. Here the enemy had another 
line formed, and our troops were ordered forward, the Second Kansas 
remaining in its position on the right, and in this order, pressing for¬ 
ward, we reached fi'om right to left in the form of a crescent, which 
placed us in the advance of the center. When the rebels retreated 
from our steadily advancing army, my command had the advance fr‘om 
the advantageous formation of the ground, and leading in this manner 
pursued the enemy for the distance of three miles in a continuous 
charge until compelled to halt from the sheer exhaustion of the horses, 
many of them falling under their riders. Hero, i)ermitting the more 
fresh ti‘ 00 i)s which came up to take the advance, and as the rebels had 
turned into Missouri, abandoning their movement against Fort Scott, 
my command and myself rested our horscvS and engaged in repairing the 
telegraph, which had been destroyed by the rebels, and at night, which 
soon came on, moved to Fort Scott. On the morning of the 26th we 
moved again in the pursuit and continued the same to Lamar, Mo., 
from which place, in obedience to orders, my command returned to 
Fort Scott to prepare to escort a train to Fort Smith. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of Major Hopkins, 
commanding detachmejit Second Kansas Cavalry. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. F. CLOUD, 
Colonel l^eeond Kanms Caindrij, 

Maj. C. S. CnARLOT, 

Assistant Adjiitant-Ce.ieml^ Deimrtment of Kansas, 


No. 73. 

Report of ]\Jaj, Henry Hopkins^ Second Kansas Camlry, 

Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 

November ^<9, 1864, 

i have the honor to make the following report of the part taken by 
the detachment of the Second Kansas Cavalry of 150 men, under Cap- 
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tain Cosgrove and Lieutenants Mitcliell and Watts, in tlie engage¬ 
ments on the border with the Confederate forces under General Price: 

On receiving orders fiL*om you on the 20tli day of October, 18()4, in 
pursuance to instructions from headquarters Department of Kansas, to 
proceed with the detachment from Fort Scott, Kans., to Paola, Kans., 
and thence to joiii you at army headquarters at Kansas City, 1 moved 
the command immediately, arriving at that post October 22. Arriving 
at Olathe, Kans., T found it very diilicult to ascertain the position of 
our army undei* General Curtis. Moved to Little Santa F(?, directly 
east of tliis place, and reported to you as directed. At this i)lace I 
re(*eivcd orders from you to report to Maj. C. S. Chariot, assistant 
adjutant-general, with the detacliment as j[)ersonal escort to Genc'ral 
Curtis. We umrehed from Little Santa Fe to the Trading Post, Linn 
County, Kans., arriving there on the morning of October 25, 18(>4, 
where the enemy were found in force. At this point the detachment 
was relieved for the present from escort duty and ordered by Major 
Chariot to report to you for duty. The detachment was formed on the 
right of our line at this point and retained this i>osition in the charges 

on the rebels at Mine Creek. Arriving at the crossing of-Creek 

at Chariot, eight miles southeast of Mound City, Kans., the detachment 
was formed immediately in front of our line and de])loyed as skirmishers, 
driving in the entire skirmish line of the enemy a(‘ross the (n*eek. The 
command was again formed on the right and participatiTl in several 
charges, which resulted in a complete rout of the enemy. The com¬ 
mand participated in the engagements during the entire day and at night 
moved for Fort Scott, Kans., arriving on the morning of October 2d, 
1864. At 10 a. m. the same day 1 again receiv(id orders to re]>ort to 
Major-General Curtis for duty and accompanied the Army of the Bor¬ 
der to Lamar, Mo., at which point orders W(‘re received to return again 
to Fort Scott, and arrived there on morning of October 28,1804. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENRY HOPKINS, 

Major ISccond Kanaaii Carol rtf. 


(N)l. W. F, Cloud, 

Kanaa-s i'aralry. 


No. 71. 

Beporf of iUtpt. MrrrUt H, hislrif, (\ iS. ^irmy, Assisfanf Qaarirrmasfrr, 

Depot (v>uautermas^]’Ek\s 

For! JSIcoff, Katis,, December /, istjf, ^ 
Major: in ('ompliance with general Ji(dd ord(T, (Iat(‘d headejuarba’s 
Army of the Border, Cam]) Arkansas, November 8,1864, I have tln^ 
honor to submit the following rc]>ort: 

At the time the geiuTal commanding took the field against the riOiel 
army under General Price I was attending to the duti(‘Sof de])ot (juar- 
termaster at this post. In obedience to orders from the giaieral com¬ 
manding, and in consequence of the imminent danger of an attack iqioii 
this post by the enemy, under command of the rebel Gemwal Price, in 
his retreat southward, after his defeats in the vi<*inity of Westjiort, 
Mo., all the public stores were loaded into wagons and transported into 
the interior oi*the State, beyond the ri^ach of the enemy, undew my di¬ 
rection, though in the immediate charge of citizen employes of the 
quartormaster’s department. Tlie trains were absent from October 24 
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to ISToveinber 3,1864. As soou as it could be done with safety they were 
returned to the post. The vast amount of public property thus sud¬ 
denly and unexpectedly tlirown upon niy hands for security, when no 
assistance could be rendered me, except such as was obtained Irom a 
limited number of emido^TS of my department, was safely placed beyond 
the reach of the enemy, even thoiigdi he had taken the post, and safely 
returned again with but trilling loss of stores. After the great and 
decisive battle of Osag<‘, in wh]<*li our troo])s gained such imperishable 
honors, they encam]K‘<l at this ]>ost and were su])plied by me with for¬ 
age, &c. 1 was instrmded by the general commanding, October 26, to 
send on half-loads as lapidly as possible to his command, then follow¬ 
ing up the retreating rebel army, of sup]>lies as follows, viz: 50,000 
rations of commissary stores and 50,000 rations of old corn. I made 
every (effort within my power to comply with instru(*tions as above 
stated. The public* transporta tion not yet returned to the depot^d was 
compelled'to gather tjunsportation from every available source, to en¬ 
able me to forward supplies as directed. To do this I hired such wag¬ 
ons and teams as I could here, purchased mules to replace those worn 
out on the march and to fit out teams, and impressed all others in the 
vicinity. The night of October 26 1 loaded and sent in charge of Lieu¬ 
tenant Josling, Fourteenth Kansas, fifty wagons loaded ^yith corn and 
commissary stores 5 October 27, in charge of Ijieiitenant Ehle, Third 
Wisconsin Cavalry, forty-five wagons loaded with corn and commis¬ 
sary stores; October 28, in charge of Captain Young, fifty-two wagons 
loaded with (*orn, commissary, and ordnance stores; October 29, in 
(*harge of Jeff. Anthony, wagon-master, thirty-seven wagons loaded 
with ordnance, corn, and commissary stores; November 1 , in charge 
of J. IVIcKinney, wagon-master, fifty-three wagons loaded with ord¬ 
nance, corn, and commissary stores: Kovcmiber 3, in charge of J. Rich¬ 
ards, wagon mast(‘r, forty-one wagons loaded with corn and commissary 
stores; November 13, in charge of Lieutenant Josling, Fourte<mth 
Kansas, twenty wagons and two ambulances loaded with hard bread 
and corn. 

After the battle of Osage 1 saved the following list of captured prop¬ 
erty, viz: 7 head of cattle, 20 horses, 3 mules, 6 IT. S. mules recaptured 
from the enemy, 18 army wagons. 

A very large amount of transportation was entirely destroyed at 
their encampment on the night of the 26th of Octobei*. 

(V)l. 0. W. Blair, commanding the iiost, rendered all facilities within 
his power, by furnishing escorts and otherwise, in sending forward the 
necessary supplies to the command. 

1 am, major, very respe(*lfiillv, your obedient servant, 

M. 11. IK 8 LEY, 

Vaplah} and Assistant Qaarfermanter^ C, ;V. Armi/, 

MaJ. 0. 8. ClTARLOT, 

Anst. Adji. (}en,^ Dept, of Kansas, Fort Lmrenworfh. 


No. 75. 

Uvports of Gapf. Fdwin L Meeker, U. N. Armij, Ghief Signal Officer, 

Hb(^rs. BKiNAL Detachment, Dept, of Kansas, 

Fort Leavenworth, Kovember 22,1864. 
8ik : 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the oper¬ 
ations of the signal deta(*hment, Department of Kansas, in the late 
36 B R—^VOL XLl, PT I 
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cainpaig'ii after the rebel Price, through a portiou of the States of 
Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas, and through the Indian Territory: 

When I took command of this signal detachment 1 found it without 
liorses and without transportation. The general commanding had said 
that as we were not in the held, and as horses were hard to get, he 
needed all the horses he could raise to mount Ids (*avalry. As soon as 
theie was a prospect of getting into the held I got ])ermission from the 
commanding general to mount all my officers tit for duty and three men 
for each officer, and to dra^v one wagon. This being done, on the 11th 
of October, at noon, Ave started with the commanding geneiul for th(^. 
front. On the night of the tirst day out, there being no staff (juarter- 
inaster, Second Lieut. J. P. Fitch, Signal Corps, in addition to liis 
other duties, Avas announced by General Curtis as staff* (juaifermaster. 
A copy of the order is inclosed.* On the same day, previous to this, 
First Lieutenant Eoberts, acting signal officer, had been appointed an 
acting aide by the commanding general. A copy of the order appointing 
him is inclosed. We traA^eled rapidly through Olathe, Wyandotte, ami 
Kansas City, to Independence, Avhere we first met the enemy without 
any opportunity for doing signal duty. While at Wyandotte Lieuten¬ 
ant Hubbard receh^ed an order appointing him acting assistant adju¬ 
tant-general ill charge of retiums. A copy of the order is inclosed.* 
On the 21st of October Ave fell back slowly from Independence to Lig 
Blue, and formed our lines. On the 22d ol* October, early in the morn¬ 
ing, 1 sent Lieutenant Hubbard on the extreme'right of oiir lines 
(about two miles from the road) to mak(‘ observations, and Lieutenant 
Keely on the extreme left, about half ainile from the road, for the same 
purpose. Both officers Avere instructed to make reports cA^ery thirty 
minutes, whether there Avas anything to report or not. As we could 
not open signal communication to where the general Avas on the road 
on account ol* heavy timber, they were instructed to send messages by 
coui’ier. The reports sent by those two officers proved to be in every 
way reliable and of the utmost importance to the commanding general. 
By his order, I sent copies of all messages as fast as they came in to 
Major-General Blunt, Major-General Heitzler, and Golonel Blair, 
commanding, res])ectiA"ely, the right, left, and center of the army. 
At tills time Lieutenants Eoberts and Quinby Avere acting as aides 
on the staff* of General Curtis. About dark, as the enemy fold moved 
to our right, our line fell back, and, liy ordiu- from Gimerai Curtis, I re¬ 
ported with Lieutenants Hubbard and Keely to liim at Kansas City, 
where he had cstal^lislied his liead(|iiart<*rs. Inclosed 1 send reports 
of Lieutenants Hubbard and Keely, AAith list of messages sent that day 
and during the remainder of the camxiaigii. Here E must remark that 
the two officers mentioned above merit my warim^st a])i)robatiou for the 
energy displayed and the reliability that at tended their dispatches. It 
was their first experience in the field as signal oiUciu's, and they did 
their duty Avell. Early next morning, the 2.‘>d ol* October, Li(‘ul<mant 
Hubbard was scut to the extreme front to oixm eommunieation with 
Lieutenants Quinby and Kcely, who Avere stationed on a Iiigh lionsi^. in 
AVestport, four ihiles from Kansas City, to which point in th(‘ im^an- 
time the general had repaired. B(‘fore connminicatiou could Ix^ cstal)- 
lished the enemy w^<‘re lieeiiig, and as the gcn<‘ral moved out the line 
Avas abandoned. Lieutenants (Quinby and Neely inad(^ some valnaiilc 
obs(Tvatioiis, Avhich Avere verbally rc^ported to the gAmeval. Lieubuiant 
Hubbard also sent a number of messages to t.he giuieral as h(‘ w^as ad- 
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vaucing. Before daylight of the next day Lieutenant Hubbard took 
position on high blue church aud sent back important information. 
He was with the advance all this day and until noon of the 25th, send¬ 
ing back such information as he could pick up. On the morning of the 
20th Lieutenants Hubbard and IS’eely collected considerable information 
from diJfterent sources in the vic'inity of Fort Scott of vsuch importance 
that the t*ommanding general based his orders for that day upon the in¬ 
formation sent in by those two ofticers. In the meantime all the signal 
offi(*ers were kept busy by the commanding general as aides. On the 
1st of November I received a veibal order from General Curtis to furnish 
a quartermaster’s detail for head(iuarters, and turned over to Lieuten¬ 
ant Fitch, staff quartermaster, hfteen men, under charge of Sergeant 
Warriner. On the 5th ot November Lieutenant Quinby was sent on 
special duty to Saint Louis. A copy of the order is inclosed.* On the 
8 th day of November the Arkansas Eiver was reached and the chase 
abandoned. We had nothing now to do but to return home, a distance 
of 300 miles. The officers and men of the corps have acquitted them¬ 
selves well. Lieutenants Eoberts and Quinby rendered valuable serv¬ 
ice to the commanding general as aides, as also did Lieutenant Fitch 
as quartermaster; the three ofticers would have been called upon by 
me to do signal duty had tl^re been any such duty to perform. During 
the campaign a great many observations and reports were made by the 
signal ofticers that were given to the general verbally, and of which we 
have no record, from the fact that we moved so rapidly, making 822 
miles in thirty-nine days, an average of twenty-one miles per day. 

No lines of communication could be opened, although we were always 
ready and anxious to do that kind of work. My thanks are due the 
ofticers, sergeants, and men for the alacrity and willingness with which 
all my orders wei e obeyed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. I. IVtEEKEE, 

(Utpiain^ Chief /Signal Officer^ Dejparfment of Kansas, 
Lieut. Ool. W. J. L, Nigodemus, 

In charge of /Signal Bureau^ Washington^ 1>. O. 


Hdqrs. SiaNAL Detachment, Dept, of Kansas, 

Fort Leavenworth^ Kovemher 23^ 1864, 
Sir: In obedience to published instructions, I have the honor to 
submit the following re])ort of the operations of the signal detachment, 
Department of Kansas, during the late campaign, after the rebel Price: 

On the 10th of October, learning that it was the intention of the 
commanding general to take the held in person, I applied for and 
obtained permission to mount all of my officers and such number of my 
men as was absolutely needed, and to draw one wagon. This being 
accomplished, on the 11th of October, with thirty minutes’ notice, we 
started with the headquarters of the commanding general at noon ibr 
the front. In the meantime Lieutenant Eoberts, acting signal officer, 
by your order, had been appointed an acting aide-de-camp. At the 
close of the first day’s march, there being no staff* quartermaster, Lieut. 
J. E. Fitch, Signal Corps, D. S. Army, was appointed by your order 
‘Staff* quartermaster. Passing rapidly through Olathe, Wyandotte, and 
Kansas City, we first met the enemy on the Little Blue, near Inde- 
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pendeuce. While at Wyandotte Lieutenant Hubbard, acting signal 
officer, was by your order appointed acting assistant adjutant-general 
in charge of returns. After falling slowly back, our lines were formed 
on the Big Blue. Early next morning I sent Lieutenant Hubbard to 
the extreme right of the line about two miles from the road for the 
purpose of making observations of the enemy’s movements, and Lieu¬ 
tenant Neely to the left of the line, half a mile from the road, for the 
same purpose. The jdaces selected by those two officers (assisted by 
Lieutenant Koberts) were admirably adapted for the purpose intended. 
Each one had a fine view of the Independence road and surrounding 
country and could see any and all important movements of the enemy. 
These two officers were instructed to repoit every thirty minutes, 
whether they had anything of interest to report or not. On account 
of heavy timber we could not open signal communication, and mes¬ 
sages had to be sent to the commanding general at his headquarters 
on the cross-roads by courier. During the day the general rod(^ to 
Westport; the signal messages, however, were regularly transmitted to 
him by courier. By your order copies of all messages were also sent 
to Major-General Deitzler, Major-General Blunt, and Colonel Blair. 
These stations were held all day, and the reports sent in were of great 
importance, as the entire movement of the^nemy to our right was dis¬ 
covered, as was also their wagon train. 

As the line was withdrawn, about dark, I received your order to re¬ 
port with Lieutenants Hubbard and Neely at headquarters established 
at Kansas City. Next morning, 23d of October, 1 sent Lieutenant Hub¬ 
bard to the front, to open communication with Lieutenants Quiiiby and 
Neely, placed on top of a high house in Westport. Before communica¬ 
tion was fairly established the enemy were fleeing, and as the general 
moved lo the ffiont the line was abandoned. Lieutenants Quinby and 
Neely, however, sent valuable observation messages to the general, as 
did also Lieutenant Hubbard from the ffiont. Before daylight of the 
next day Lieutenant Hubbard left Santa Fe, and took position on high 
blue church and sent back important information; he was with the 
advance all this day, and until noon of the 25th, sending back siudi in¬ 
formation as he could pick up. On the morning of the 2Gth Lieuten¬ 
ants Hubbard and Neely (collected valuable information from diffiereut 
sources in the vi(*inity of Fort Scott, of such importance that Ihe (‘om- 
manding general, as I am informed, based his orders foi‘ that day upon 
the information sent back by those two officers. During all th(\S(‘ move¬ 
ments the other officers of the corps were used by the commanding 
general as aides. 

On the 1st of November T received a verbal order irom tlu^ general 
commanding to furnish a quartermaster detail, and in ob<‘dicnce to that 
1 ordered all my men not used as orderlies to report to Lieutenant Fit<‘h, 
staff quartermaster. On the 5ih of November Lieutenant Quinby, 
acting signal officer, was detailed by your order to imoceed to Saint 
Louis on special duty. On the 8th of N(nxmiber the Arkansas River 
was reached and the chase abandoned. During the cami)aign a. great 
many observations and reports were made by the signal oflicers, which 
were given to the general verbally and of *whi<*h we have no re(*ord. 
From the fact that we moved so rapidly, and s])ent so little time in any 
one place, no signal lines of communication could bo o])ened, although 
we were always ready and anxious to do that kind of duty. Tlie obser¬ 
vations made on the line of the Big Blue, and at other plac(‘s, luoved 
to be reliable, and T believe gave satisfaction to the commanding gen¬ 
eral. 
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My thanks are clue Lieutenants Hubbard, Eoberts, Quinby, and 
Neely, and the men of the detachment for the energy displayed, and 
the williugness under any circumstances to obey all orders given them. 
With the exception of Lieutenant Eoberts, it was their first experience 
in the field as signal officers, and they did their duty well. The men of 
the detachment were all new recruits, and this was their first campaign. 
Lieutenant Fitch, signal officer, being stall' quartermaster, was entirely 
taken up with his quartermaster duties, and he scarcely came under 
my command at all. It is presumed, however, he gave entire satisfac¬ 
tion to the general and staff. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. L MEEKEE, 

Gapialn and Chief /Signal Officer^ Deimrtment oj Kansas. 

Major-Greneral Curtis, 

Commanding, 


No. 76. 

7 

Report of Lient, Josiali il/. Huhhard^ Eleventh Kansas Cavalry^ Acting 

Signal Officer. 

HeadquaeterkS Department of Kansas, 

Fort Leavenworth., Kovemher 29^ 1864, 
General: I have the honoi to present the following report of staff 
* duty performed hy me under your order dated October 16,1861, assign¬ 
ing me to duty at headquarters Army of the Border as acting assistant 
adjutant-general in charge of returns: 

Immediately upon the re(*eipt of the aforesaid order I visited or com¬ 
municated ^directly vith all commanders of divisions, brigades, and de¬ 
tachments within my reach, and by the 20th of October had succeeded in 
])rocuring returns from the following commands, viz: A division of Kan¬ 
sas State Militia, under command of Major-GeneralDeitzler, Kansas State 
Militia; the Third Brigade of the First Division; a brigade of volun¬ 
teers and militia, commanded by Col. James H. Ford, Second Colorado 
Cavaliy, and a brigade of Enrolled Missouri Militia and Home Guards, 
at Kansas City, commanded by Colonel Coates. The returns of these 
commands and the detachment which habitually accompanied headquar¬ 
ters form an imiieifect army return, bearing date the 20th of October, 
1864. The First and Second Brigades of the First Division left their 
camp at Hickman Mills, Mo., on the evening of the same day on which 
I was assigned to this duty and before 1 was able to reach that place, 
and although I made every efibrt iiossible I was unable to obtain any 
returns from them wifchin the time mentioned. From the 21st to the 
27th of October the army was constantly in motion and almost con¬ 
stantly in action, and, with your permission, I devoted my time to duty 
in the capacity of a signal officer, under the direction of iny chief, Cap¬ 
tain Meeker. On the 28th of October I resumed the effort to procui*e 
returns, and succeeded in gettingmemoranda of the strength present of 
the brigades comprising the First Division, which are consolidated upon 
a return bearing date the 28th of October, 1864. The brigades fi?om the 
Department of Missouri, commanded by Generals McNeil and Sanborn, 
were at the time operating with the army, but though returns fr'om both 
were promised me, none were ever received. On the 1st of N ovember the 
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brigade from tlie Department of Missouri, commanded by Lieut. Ool. 
Beiiteen, joined tbe army, and a return bearing date the same day 
shows the accessions. On the 4th of Il^^ovember the army reached Fay¬ 
etteville, Ark., and on inarching from that post was further stiength- 
ened by the greater part of its garrison, under command of Colonel 
Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry. 

A return dated the 8th of November, 1864, shows the strength of the 
army, including Colonel Harrison’s command, at the dose of its exist- 
eD(*e. The information upon which these later returns v ere based was 
mostly obtained verbally onpersonal appli(*atiou to commanding a ml stad* 
odicervS of brigades, regiments, and sometimes of companies. \^ery few 
commanders had come into the held prepared or expecting to make 
returns of any kind during the active oi)erations ot the campaign, 
and furthermore their time and thoughts were engrossed by, to them, 
more important matters. These and other difficulties under which i 
labored, and which it would occupy too much time and space to par¬ 
ticularize here, together with my own inexperience in the duties to 
which 1 was assigned, must be my excuse for the incompleteness of 
these returns and the imperfect manner in which those duties were 
performed. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSIAH M. HUB BAUD, 

First Lieut.^ 11th Kans. Fo7. Ccn\^ Actg. JSig, Ojficcr^ late A, A, A. G. 

Maj. Ge]i. S. R. Curtis, 

Gomwanding Department of Kansas. 


No. 77. 

Ueport of Lieut. Gyms M. Roberts^ Seventy-eighth Ohio Infantry, Acting 
* Aide-de-Gamp. 

Headquarters Department of Kansas, 

Fort Leavenworth^ Lecemher 15, IHGl. 

Sir: Deeming it my duty, I most respectfully submit tbe following 
report: 

On the 22d of October, during the afternoon, when Col. C. E. Jennison’s 
jcominaiid was attai'ked at Byram’s Crossing of the Big Blue, you 
ordered me at Westport, Mo., to go to Hickman Mills, Mo., and order 
all the forces that might be there to immediately re-enforce Colonel 
Jennison. Arriving at the Mills I found Maj. John M. Laing in com¬ 
mand of a part of the Fifteenth Kansas Vol unteer Cavalry and deliv¬ 
ered him your order. His command was feeding. 1 also saw the Twen¬ 
ty-first Regiment Kansas State Militia, which was just ready to mount. 
I delivered your order to the colonel (Lowe) commanding, and his regi¬ 
ment moved immediately forward ‘^at a ti*ot.” 1 again went to Major 
Laing, as J did not see him prejiaring to march, and insisted upon his 
himying forward. Upon this he ordered his command to prepare to 
inarch, and X left him to follow on. 1 then rode forward and caught up 
to Colonel Lowe. When we arrived on the brink of the hill descending 
to the Big Blue we saw right ahead of us, us lar us tlu^ eye could reach,^ 
clouds of dust along the road, and knew it must be the main column of 
the enemy advancing. In a very few minutes (perhaps fi ve) the T wenty- 
first Kansas State Militia had dismounted and foi^med in line of battle 
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the brink of the hill, tlie horses ^vere led ii little way to the rear, 
blit before the line was formed the advance of the enemy was coming 
up the road through a narrow dehle at the foot of the hill. Those of 
the Twenty-first Eegiment who could see the enemy commenced filing. 
Their advance immediately fell ba(ix: out of sight and formed in a body, 
l)ut ill a few minub^s came forward with a yell. The Twenty-first fired a 
volley into them and they fell back out of sight. While this was going 
on JVla.jor Laing’s command came up where the horses were held, but 
instead of rendering the militia assistance they turned immediately 
back, leaving tlie Twenty-first Kansas State Militia to get out the best 
way they could. Several of the militia to the rear followed, but Colonel 
Lowe, Lieiitenant-C'olonel Eobinson, and myself, drew our weapons and 
kept the militia (who were giving way) to the front. The enemy 
appeared very niiudi demoralized ami did not seem to want to give us 
battle after this. Holding our position ibr twenty or thirty miuutewS 
without another attack—the skirmishing was constantly going on—we 
(‘oneluded bi^st to mount and pass around the enemy to the west, and, 
il'imssible, join you. It was getting late and daikness came on before we 
had gone one mile. On our way through Little Santa Fe we inquired 
and found out that IMajor Laing and his command had passed through 
(ni route to Kansas. 1 have heard that the oilicers and men with Major 
Laing did not wish to turn back, but were eager to assist and thought 
it very strange that he did not help the militia. Believing that the 
conduct of Maj. John M. Laing should not go unnoticed is myi reason 
for making this statement to you. 

I have the honor to state that Colonel Lowe and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Eobinson behaved gallantly, showing much bravery, although not 
accustomed to such heavy fire. Every suggestion that I made to them 
V as immediately carried out. 

I have the honor to be, vmy respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

CYRUS M. EOBEETS, 

Fint Lieutenant and Avtiny Aidt-de-Canq), 

Maj. Gen. S. E. Cuetis, 

Fort Leacenwortlq Kann, 


Ko. 78. 


Feport of Hon, Jamen Jl, Lane^ Volunteer Aide-de-Oami), 

In compliance with your request that I report to you the part I took 
in the recent campaign against Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, and what facts 
came under my observation during that campaign, as volunteer aide- 
d(‘-camp upon your staff, I have the honor to submit the following: 

On my arrival at Fort Leavenworth fi‘om Washington City, via Saint 
Louis, I found you absorbed in preparations to resist the invasion of 
Kansas by the rebel army under General Price, whiidi was then march¬ 
ing through the State oi* Missouri intact, gathering strength day by 
day as it approached our border. The military force of the department 
having been rapidly (‘oncentrated in the eastern portion of the State, 
comprising volunteers and militia, all under the immediate command 
of Major-General Blunt, 1 reported to you at Olathe on the 10th of 
October and entered at once upon duty. From the 10th to the 14th 1 
was employed with others of your stafi', under your personal direction, 
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in selecting’ positions and making dispositions of troops along tlie 
border and on tlie Bine, visiting for that purpose Wyandotte, Kan¬ 
sas City, Independence, and Hickman IVIills. At this point Ceneral 
Curtis directed General Blant, with the brigades of Colonel Moonlight 
and Colonel Jennison, to move eastward until he found the enemy, and 
to leain the exact position and line of march which had hitherto, from 
all information obtainable from any qiiarter, been but mere conjecture, 
with instructions to harass and impede him in every xiossible manner, 
atthevsame time ordering me to accompany the expedition, while li<^ 
returned to Wyandotte to superintend the further organization of his 
army. Acting upon the information received of the capture of Hedalia 
by the enemy, and supposing him marching upon Warrcnslmrg, Gen¬ 
eral Blunt moved in that dire<*tion, leaving Hickman Mills after dark, 
and making a inai'ch of thirty miles the night of the loth, to Pleasant 
Hill. Between Pleasant Uill and Holden avo met 200 or 300 Missouri 
militia falling back from Warrensburg, who Joined our for(*e and were 
engaged in the further operations of our detachment. At Holden, 
receiving definite information that the column which had destroyed 
Sedalia had moved north toward Lexington, General Blunt at on<*e 
determined to move direct to l^exinglon, with the hope of reaching it 
in advance of the enemy, Avitli a view ol* saving tlu^ Government iiro])- 
erty. Arriving here we found the town evacuated by <mr troops, who 
had taken away the greater part of the public property, and the Imsh- 
wha<‘kers, under Poole, in possession of the pla<'e. ('olonel Moonlight 
was ordered to charge, which he did gallantly, driving out the enemy, 
killing and wounding some and taking several iirisoiiers. 

General Blunt established headquarters in the town, and made smdi 
disposition of his force as Avould best defend the several ap])roa<*hes to 
the place, and awaited the approa<*h of the enemy, Avhos(^ advaiUM^ 
was then but a fcAV miles distant. At 1 p. m. of the 19th the head of* 
Price’s column struck our force under C'olonel Jennison on the Wa\xM‘ly 
road. Oolouel Moonlight was ordered to moA^e at once to the s(*(‘ii(‘ ol' 
action, General Blunt and myself preceding him. The tw^o brigades, 
then consolidated, Avere disjioscd across the road from Lexington to 1 n(h‘ 
pendence. By the stubborn fighting and skillful management of tln^ 
troops, General Blunt heldtheenemy for liA’^e hours, falling back vslowly 
at night down the Kansas Gity road, not, lioA\^ever, until almost sur¬ 
rounded and enveloped by the A^astly superior number of Prh'c’s advanc¬ 
ing columns, w’hich jmrsned ns closely for seven miles to the Litth^ 
Blue. On the morning of the 29th we took ni) a x)osition on the north 
bank of the Little Blue, determined to dispute the ])assage of that stream 
with all our force, while I wais disi)atche(l to General Ourtis, then at 
Independence, to inform him of the ])()sitioii of attairs. T found General 
Ourtis at Independence, having formed his forces on the Big Blue, and 
being engaged in fortifying the fords on this stream, determined to make 
his final stand on that line. He then ordered all of General Bhiut’s 
force back to this position, except Ooloiu^l Moonlight\s brigade, which 
was left with orders to bxirn the bridge and delay the enemy as long 
as possible at the Little Blue. About 9 o’clock on the morning oi‘ the 
21 st information reached us that the efforts to burn the bridge on Ihe 
Little Blue had failed, that the enemy were forcing the i)assage of the 
river, and were engaging Colonel Moonlight; Colonel Jeiinison’s brigade 
and Colonel Ford’s brigade, including McLain’s battery, were at once 
ordered forward under General Blunt, General Curtis following quickly 
after and superintending moA^ements on th(‘ field. The engageineiit 
here Avas seA^ere and desperate, the troops fighting with courage and 
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damitlessness creditable to veterans. Tbe conimauding general, assisted 
by General Blunt, wbo seemed everywhere present, the bravest of the 
brave, was constantly under fire, directing movements, and inspiring by 
his own example his gveatly inferior force, till fiankod and threatened 
with annihilation, he fell back from ridge to ridge, fighting* at Independ¬ 
ence until dark, when he crossed the Big Blue, establishing headquar¬ 
ters for the night on tlie north bank, on the road leading to Kansas Oity, 
the enemy meanwhile going into (‘amp at Independence. 

On the morning of the 22d the enemy commenced demonstrations at 
the different fords along the stream, but was stubbornly 1 ‘esisted at 
all i>oints. His superior numbers, however, enabled him at length to 
force a crossing at Byram’s JFord, but his advance^ was sharply resisted 
back to tlie vicinity of Westport, when, night coming on, our main 
force was withdrawn to Kansas Gity and placed in line of battle, leav¬ 
ing a sufficient force in the neighborhood of West])ort foi* observation. 
During the night we learned from iirisoners and other sour(*es that 
Price with his entire army, estimated at 35,000 men, was upon us, intent 
upon the capture of Kansas Oity and Leavenworth, and the devasta¬ 
tion of our State, and that Ideasonton, with his cavalry, was close at 
hand. At daylight all the troops wei'e moved forward to Westport, 
and put in line of battle, where Colonel Moonlight and a portion of the 
militia were engaging the enemy. The fight soon opened along the 
whole line, and while unabated, the welcome sound of General Pleason- 
ton’s artillery was heard thundering in the rear of the enemy, which 
was soon followed by a courier from General Pleasonton himself con¬ 
firming our holies and reassuring us of present help, immediately on 
receipt of this intelligence General Om*tis ordered a charge along the 
whole line, in whi(‘h all participated, fi‘om commanding general to 
soldier, the volunteers and militia charging with great impetuosity mid 
cheers and shouts. The enemy, at first resisting with desp(*rate deter¬ 
mination, soon began to waver, gave way slowly and doggedly, but at 
length, broken by the resistlessiiess of bur troops, and terror-stricken 
ff'om the sound of artillery in tludr rear, turned their faces southward 
and fled precipitately. The enemy beaten, disheartened, and flying, 
the pursuit was taken up, General Blunt’s division in front, and was 
continued for fifteen miles to Little Santa Fe, when night ended tlu^ 
day’s operations. During the imrsuit, about ten miles from the battle¬ 
field of the morning, Generals Curtis, Pleasonton, and Blunt met"for 
the first time at the farm-house of Mr, Thomas, and the plan for pur¬ 
suit was freely discussed. General Pleasonton was desirous to make a 
detour to the left by the way of Harrisoiiville. General Curtis insisted 
on massing the command and pushing the pursuit, which was finally 
agreed upon. The following morning the pursuit was resumed by the 
combined force of Curtis and Pleasonton, except McKeil’s brigade, 
which came up during the march, General Blunt still in the advaiuic, 
General Curtis having assumed command of the whole force. 

At West Point, the pursuit still continuing, the order of march was 
changed, owing to the exhaustion of General Blunt’s men, and that 
portion which had fought at Lexington not having tasted food for days, 
and General Pleasonton’s division was placed in the advance, General 
Blunt having meanwhile detached Colonel Moonlight’s brigade to 
operate on the right and for the protection of Olathe, Paola, Mound 
Oity, and Fort Scott, on the Kansas border. In this order the march 
was continued during the night to the Trading Post, where our column 
came ui> with the enemy about 1 o’clock in the morning. He at once 
took up his flight, leaving behind him wagons, provisions, and plunder 
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of every description, and was hotly pursued ])y our advance to Mine 
Eun, where he made a stand, and was beaten with the loss of one piece 
of artillery. At the Osage he made another stand, and was again 
beaten, losing seven gnus and many prisoners, among whom were Mar- 
maduke and Cabell, 

At Chariot, near Fort S(‘ott, he was again beaten. At this point 
General Pleasonton, deeming rOvSt and sleep necessary to his command, 
withdrew to Fort Scott (against the earnest protest (Jf General Gui‘tis, 
who sternly insisted upon camping on the trail of the reti‘eating 
foe), and from there returned to Saint Louis. On the following morn¬ 
ing General Curtis resumed the pursuit, and at night camped at 
Shanghai, and the next day, the 27th, his force reached Eouse\s 
Point about 2 p. m., where, being relieved from further duty, I left the 
army and returned home. 

The foregoing is a brief resume of what I saw and participated in 
during these eventful days. 

1 cannot close this report without expressing the thanks of the peo¬ 
ple of Kansas for the gallant defense made of our State, Devastation, 
ruin, and rapine threatened our border towns; an insolent and hopeful 
foe had placed himself, almost without interruption, within a day’s 
march of our chief city ; his avowed purpose was to sack and burn 
wherever he touched our soil. He was met, checked, beaten back, and 
finally put to rout by the skill and energy of the commanding general, 
and the indomitable, persistent, and dogged fighting of volunteers and 
militia. It would be impossible to mention particular instances of 
meritoi’ious conduct, where all did so well, without seeming injustice to 
some, and I therefore reluctantly refrain A'om doing so. The States of 
the great Northwest, whose troops i)articix)ated in this brief but im¬ 
portant campaign, have added another to the long list of brilliant 
achievements won by them during the war. To the militia of my own 
State, who sprang to arms with the alacrity of other days, at the 
apiu'oach of the foe, I will be permitted to tender special thanks. 
Going out without the ]ioi)e of fee or reward, some have fallen, others 
have been maimed for life, while all have testified their dcA otion to the 
common cause, and their love for our gallant young State; to one and 
all of these let us be ever grateful. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

J. 11. LANE. 


Maj. 0. S. G HARLOT, 

Ansistant Adjutan(tentered. 


No. 79. 

Heport of Ron. Samuel (\ Pomeroy^ Yolunfeer Aide-de-Cmnp, 

Washington, D. C., December .5, J804. 

Sir: I have the honor to report, in obedience to general field orders, 
dated Camp Arkansas, November 8, 1804, that on the IGth ‘day of 
October, 1864,1 tendered my services as volunteer aide-de-camp on the 
staff* of Major-General (hirtivS, commanding the Army of the liorder, 
and was accepted and appointed by him. The work of bringing for¬ 
ward the militia of KansawS and of organizing them for a vigorous 
defense of the State was then going on. 1 rendered what assistance 
I could from day to day, and on Tuesday, October 18, went to Hick- 
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man Mills, Mo., to inspect and report upon tlie number and condition 
of tlie tro()i)s stationed there. Upon my return on Wednesday, the 
19th, and ae(*ording with the recommendation. General Curtis ordered 
tlie release of General Fishbaek (who had been under arrest by order 
of General Blunt) and directed him to report to his command. I then 
proceeded to the regiments from Atchison County, encamped near 
Wyandotte, and persuaded them, in obedience to orders from the com- 
mandiiii> general, to cross the State line and proceed to the front, 
then in the border of Missouri. Colonel Treat’s regiment, Kansas 
Twelfth, moved to Independence, and on Friday night Colonel Quigg’s 
regiment inar(*hed to the Little Blue and were placed under General 
lleitzler, on the extreme left of our line. Then early Saturday morn¬ 
ing, O(*tober 22,1 aided in bringing forward other regiments, until by 
10 o’clock all our militia on the line near to Wyandotte had advanced 
to the front, and a guard was placed at the bridge over the Kansas 
Kiver that none could return. During this day (the 22d) I witnessed 
the light a little south of Westx)ort, and from the results of that day 
suggested the necessity of ])lacing a line of pi(*kets up the Kaw Eiver 
to give notice at headquarters of any attempt on the part of the enemy 
to cross the Kaw Eiver and attack the city of Leavenworth; and in 
obedience to orders I spent part of the night and nearly ah of the next 
day in guai'ding the fords of the Kansas Eiver, and used for that pur¬ 
pose in addition to the tx’oops on the line of the river one company of 
Delaware Indians that I found in camp near to Pratt’s Mission, num¬ 
bering 140 men. On the evening of the 23d (Sabbath) I returned to 
the State line near Westport and found the enemy completely routed 
and the commanding general and all our cavalry In close pursuit. I 
followed on Monday morning until I saw that the rebels were running 
away from Kansas and our State was safe. I spent the time then in 
taking care of the wounded and burying the dead, after whicli T sent 
in to headquarters my resignation and returned home. 

I cannot close without expressing my entire ai)probation of the man¬ 
ner and spirit in which General Chirtis conducted the defense of my 
State, and even admiration for the gallantry and courage with whicli 
he met and pursued the rebels, and the kindness I received and the 
good conduct manifested by all the regular members of his staif will 
live in my memory as among the most ]ileasing recollections of those 
most trying and eventful days. Kansas and the (*ountry must rejoice 
that there were brave soldiers on that day to fight, and that there was 
a Mai or-General Curtis to plan and to lead. 

• I liave the honor to be, with sentiments of the liighest esteem, very 
truly, <&c., 

S. G. IHIMEEOY. 

Maj. C. S. Oharlot, 

Asfiistant Adjutant-General. 


Ko. 80. 

Report of Maj. Gen. James G. Blunt^ U. S. Army^ eommanding First 
BiGlslon^ Army of the Border. 

Headqxtarteks District of South JQjtsas, 

Baola^ December M, 186 L 

For the information of the major-general commanding the depart¬ 
ment I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
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taken by tbo First Bhnsion of tlie Army of tbe Border in the recent 
cami)aigiL agaiiiwSt the rebel army under eonimand of General Sterling 
Price: 

On my arrival at Fort Lcavenwoith ft'om tlie District of Upper 
Aikansas, on tlieOtli of O(*tober, J v^as directed to pioceed to Olatlie 
and ie])ort from that place by telegraph for orders. Arriving there on 
the morning of the lOtli, I was assigned, by orders from department 
headquaiters, to the command of the District of Soutli Kansas, to 
relieve Major-tieneral Sykes, and immediately assumed command b\ 
telegraph, with headquarters at Paola and in the held, and inoceeded 
at once to j)utthe small force in my distiict in coiidilioii for active serv 
ice. At 1 a. ni. of the 10th 1 re(*eived a telegram from the command 
ing general to moA^e Avith all iny mounted for(*e and aitillery to Hi(^k- 
man Mills, Mo. At daylight 1 'marched Avitli all the force immediately 
at hand, consisting of the Eleventh Kansas V^olunteer Cavalry, (leta(*h- 
ments of the Fifth and Sixteenth Kansas YolunLeer CaA^alry, Fhrst Col 
orado Battery, and a portion of the Fifth and Tenth Regiments of 
Kansas State Militia (mounted), and arrived at llickinaa Mills at 11 
a. m. of the 14th. * On the folloAviug day (the 15th of Octolxn) the Fii- 
teenth Kansas, battalion of Tliird Wiscoiisin Cavalry, dotac'hment of 
Fourteenth Kansas, Sixth Regiment Kansas State Mililia, and right 
section of Second Kansas Battery, under the (*onimand of Colonels »Ieu- 
nison and Blair, who had been directed to join me by forec^d marchers, 
reported to me in earn]) at Hickman Mills. The force was then organ¬ 
ized as folloAVs: First Brigade, commanded by (3ol. C. IL Jenni- 
son, Fitteenth Kansas CaAmlry, consisting of the Fifteenth Kansas 
C^avalry, battalion Third Wisconsin CaA^alry, and four lii-pounder 
mountain howitzers; Second Brigade, commanded by Col. Thomas 
JMoonlight, EleAmntk Kansas Yolniiteei* Cavalry, to consist of the 
Eleventh Kansas (^avalry, detachments of the Fifth and Sixteenth 
Kansas Cavalry, aud four 12-pounder mountain howitzers; the Third 
Brigade, commanded by Col. C. AY. Blair, Fourteentli Kansas Yol- 
unteer Cavalry, comprising the Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth Regi¬ 
ments Kansas State Militia, First Colorado Battery, and right section 
of Second Kansas Battery, and detachment of Foiuteenth Kansas 
Yoluiiteer CaAmlry, Brigadier-General Fishback to have th(^ immediate 
command of the State Militia, rejmrting to Colonel Blair. Early on 
the morning of the Kith General Fishback, of the militia, and Col. J. 
I). Suoddy, of the Sixth Regiment State Militia, relused to recognize 
my authority to command the militia force and ordered them to return 
to Kansas. Tlie matter AA^as x^romptly di&jiosiHl of by phi(*ing General 
Fishbtmk and Colonel Snoddy in close aixest for disobedi(m<‘e of orders 
and mutinous conduct in tlu^ lace of tbe enemy. The Sixth Regiment 
was directed to choose another (‘oloncl, Avhich resulted in the selection 
of the veteran soldier, Col. James MontgomtiVy, under whose leadership 
the regiment did gallant service, and no further coniii<*.t ol* authority 
occurred between myself and the militia during the remainder of tlu* 
campaign, and in this connection J desire to do justice to the militia 
here re&red to, the Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth Regiinents, by stating th(" 
fact that none others, except the two officers alluded to as placed in 
arrest, eitlier officers or soldiers, evinced any other disposition than to 
do their whole duty and move against the enemy in Missouri or els(^- 
where that he (‘ould be found. Nor could I attach so mu(*h criminality 
to the acts of Brigadier-General Fishliack and Colonel Snoddy, es])e- 
cially of the former, and inflict upon them the summary punishment pre¬ 
scribed by the rules ol* Avar, viz, death, as would have been the case had 
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massed Ms force in my front, I became well convinced tliat the whole 
of Price’s army was ])resent, and with the small for(‘e of my command 
I determined not to bring' on a general cugagemcntj but to develop his 
force and movements and accomplish the object of a re<*onnaissauce. 
An irregular tiring upon the vSkirmish lines of the contending forces, 
with occasional artillery tiring, was ke])t up for nearly two hours, when 
their long-range guns opened a brisk tire in my front, to which my 
short-range howitzers could not reply with edect, and being pressed by 
an overwhelming force, with an attempt to flank me on the right and 
left, 1 directed the command to v ithdraw and fall ba(*k on the Indepen¬ 
dence load. This movement was accomplished in good order, the 
Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, under the immediate command of Colonel 
JVloonlight, covering the retreat in a gallant manner. The last position 
occupied by the rear guard with four mountain howitzers was held 
until* dark and until the small command was almost entirely enveloped 
by the superior numbers of the enemy, when, under cover ot the night, 
we moved by easy marches in the dire(dion of Independen(‘e, having in 
the operation of the day punished our adversaiy severely, but what 
was of greater im])ortance, develo])ed his position, strength, and move¬ 
ments, the first instance in wliich it had been done since he had crossed 
the Arkansas Kiver on his raid into Missouri. 

At 9 a. m. of the 2()th I reached the crossing of the Little Blue, nine 
miles east of lmlepeiideu(*e, ami linding a strong natural position for 
defense on the west side of that strcmm I halted my command and 
camped in line of battle, sending to Imlc})emlence for rations, and 
recpiesting the general commanding to send forward to me the Six¬ 
teenth Kansas Cavalry, Second Colorado Cavalry, and First Colorado 
Battery. In response to my application for re-enforcements with the 
view ol* making a stand at the Little Blue 1 was ordered by the general 
commanding' to leave four squadrons at that point as an outpost and 
move with the remainder of my command to Indei)endence, assigning 
as a reason that in consequence of the action of the Governor oF Kan¬ 
sas and others of the State authorities he was unable to move the 
State militia any farther into Missouri. In pursuance of these instruc¬ 
tions, I left Colonel Moonlight, with the Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, with 
instructions to bum the bridge across the Blue if the enemy advaiuied 
in force, and to make such resistance as he could, until I could be 
notiiied. Early on the morning of the 21st J was direcled to move 
with all the volunteer force ba(*k to the Little Blue, and just as the 
command had commenced to move I received a dispatch Irom Colonel 
Moonlight informing me that the enemy were advamung in foreej that 
he had burned the bridge, and was engaging their advance. The com¬ 
mand was now pressed forward ati rapidly as possible, but on arriving 
upon the held I found that the small force under Colonel Moonlight, 
although making a stubborn resistance, had been forced back by 
superior numbers, and we had lost the strong ])ositi()n on the west side 
of the Little Blue, before alluded to, and where 1 had hoped to have 
held Price in check until General Eosecrans’ foiH'es came u]> on his 
rear, had cu'cumstances have permitted me to remain there, as I had 
suggested the day previous. As soon as the troops could be got into 
position, a gallant attempt was made to push baek the enemy and 
retake the ground we had lost, when their line was driven back nearly 
a mile, but the vastly superior numbers ofthe enemy enabling tliem lo 
push forward heavy Hanking columns on my right and left, compelled 
me to fall back in the dii'ection of Independence. The retreat was con¬ 
ducted in iierfect order, every foot of ground being stubbornly con- 
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tested, aud the troo])s exliibitiDg a degree of coolness in the face of an 
overwhelming enemy seldom equaled. The fighting lasted nearly 
vsix hours, the enemy’s fire ceasing about 4 p. m., wljen he refused to 
advau(*e against my last line of battle formed on tiie east side of Inde¬ 
pendence. At 5 o’clock the command moved in column to the main 
camp of the militia on the Big Blue, where defensive works had been 
constructed, arriving there about 8 ]>. m. 

The Fourth Brigade, under command of Ool. James H. Ford, Second 
Colorado Cavalry, consisting of the Second Colorado Cavalry, Sixteenth 
Kansas Cavalry, and First Colorado Battery, which had been detached 
from the Third Brigade by order of the commanding general, reported 
to me for orders on the morning of the battle of the Little Blue and 
participated in all the operations of the day, and to Colonel Ford and 
his command is due great ('redit for their coolness and gallantry. To 
Col. Thomas Moonlight and the Eleventh Kansas Cavalry for their gal¬ 
lantry displayed in resisting the advan<*e of the enemy on the morning 
of the 21st until re-enforcements arrived, as also their gallant conduct 
in covering the retreat at Lexington on the 19th, special (‘ommenda- 
tion is due, nor (*an I omit to make special mention of JMaJ. E. H. Hunt, 
of the stall* of the commanding general, for the gallant service he ren¬ 
dered with the howitzer battery of the generaPs escort. Early on the 
morning of the 22d I directed the First Brigade, under Colonel Jen- 
nison, to proceed up the Big Blue, a distance of four miles, to Byram’s 
Ford to defend the crossing at that x^oint, and for the same piu'pose 
sent the Second Brigade, under Colonel Moonlight, to Hinkle’s Ford, 
about two miles above the main crossing. At about 9 a. m. a small 
force of the enemy advanced on the main road from Ind(q;)endenee to 
Kansas City, whicdi proved to be only a feint to divert attention from 
the movement on our right flank in the direction of Byram’s Ford. At 
1 o’<*loclc 1 heard artillery firing on my extreme right, from which I in¬ 
ferred that Colonel eJennison’s command had been attacked, and ini- 
mediately dis])atched a courier to Colonel Moonlight to re-enforce him 
with tlie Second Brigade, but before Colonel Moonlight had time to 
arrive on the ground (’olonel Jennison was forced to retire and the 
enemy had flanked our position on the Big Blue, and was crossing that 
stream in force. The First aud Second Brigades kept upon their flank, 
and when near the State line attacked the right of their column, turned 
his flank, and xmuished him quite severely, the fighting continuing until 
dark. Finding the position of our army on the Big Blue flanked by 
the enemy, and in the absence of superior authority, I directed JVEajor- 
General Deitzler, in command of the Kansas State Militia, to withdraw 
his command to Kansas City, and dispatched orders to Colonels Jeiini- 
son, Moonlight, and Ford to remain with their commands in front of 
the enemy in the vicinity of Westport. 

All of the night of the 22d was occupied in getting ammunition and 
subsistence to my command, with the view of commencing the attack 
upon the enemy at daylight the following morning. Daylight on tln^. 
morning of the 23d revealed the enemy in force on the open ])rairie 
directly south of Westport and about two miles distant. Ool. 0. W. 
Blair’s brigade of State militia was ordered out from Kansas City at 3 
a. m., and at daylight my Avhole command was in motion, moving 
in column through Westi^ort aud across Brush Creek, and soon af'ter 
sunrise the First, Second, and Fourth Brigades were deployed into line 
of battle on the south side of the timber skirting Brush Creek, where 
Shelby’s division, of Price’s army, was advancing upon my line. Skir¬ 
mishers were thrown forward aud the engagement with small-arms and 
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artillery soon became general. My advance line being bard pressed I 
ordered Col. 0. W. Blair to advance with the Sixth and Tenth Eegi- 
ments State ]\Iilitia, to hupi)ort the right of my line and guard my right 
flank, which order was executed with g;reat promptness. Time being 
required to get the militia arriving troin Kansas City dismounted and 
in position, and the (*ontest in front being severe and unequal, I 
dire(‘ted my advance line to tall back to the north side of Brush Creek. 
The enemy advanced a vshoit distance, but did not attempt to attack my 
second line, with the exception of a small force that approached through 
the timber to attack my left flank. This force was promptly icpulsed 
by the Fifth and Kineteeuth Kegiments of State Militia, under Colomds 
Colton and Plogan. The militia having all arrived on the fleld 1 
ordered a general advance of my entire line, which was promi)tly exe¬ 
cuted, The engagement now became earnest and spirited, the artd- 
lery of my division being served with excellent eflect, punishing the 
enemy severely. At 12 o’clock the center of their line gave way, and 
what then commen(‘ed as a retreat of the rebel forces soon became a 
complete rout, their broken lines flying in disorder, with my cavalry 
and artillery in rapid pursuit. After the rout and pursuit had contin¬ 
ued for nearly two miles, I came in sight of the forces of Geneml 
Pleasonton on my lett, with his lines formed at right angle with mine, 
and a portion of Price’s command, which he had been engaging during 
the day, was still confronting him. When within about 800 yards of 
the left of the lebel line, and when they were about to (*harge (Tcncral 
Pleasonton’s line, twenty pieces of artillery of my command poured a 
raking fire into their flank, which threw them into confusion and stam¬ 
peded them, with the main column of the retreating enemy. The cav- 
ahy of my division continued to press closely upon their rear until 
dark, followed by the cavalry of General Pleasonton’s command. The 
Second Brigade bivouacked on the, night of the 23d at Aubrey, while 
the remainder of the division halted at Little Santa Fe. 

1 directed Colonel Moonlight to move on the morning of the 24th on 
the flank of the enemy to protect the border of Kansas from raiding- 
parties that might be detached from Price’s main column, and with tli(‘ 
remainder of the division, in pursuance of orders, moved on the Lim* 
road, on the trail of the retreating rebels. At 0 p. ni. reached West 
Point, when it became evident that the enemy had gone in the direction 
of Fort Scott, and being near four miles in advance of General Pleas¬ 
onton’s command, I halted, to enable him to close up. The garrison at 
Fort Scott being w(‘ak, and a large amount of public pro])erty en¬ 
dangered, 1 dispatched a courier to Colonel Moonlight to pass around 
the enemy’s flank with his command during the night and proceed to 
that post for its jirotection. At 8 o’clock my scouts that 1 had sent to 
ascertain the position of the enemy reported to me that he was en¬ 
camped at the Trading Post at the crossing oi‘ tlie Osage, and soon after 
1 was ordered to let Ceiieral Pleasonton’s command take the advam^e, 
and in this order the march was continued until near midnight, wh(‘u 
the rear guard of the enemy was overtaken. In the battle of the 251 h 
my command, excepting three squadrons of the Second Colorado 
Cavalry, was prevented from taking part in consequence of the ord(T 
of march being changed the night in-evious. One brigade of Pleason¬ 
ton’s division occupying the ford at the Osage 1 was unable to efifeet 
a crossing until late in the day. At dark on the evening of that day I 
came up with the brigade of General McKeil, oi‘ (xenoral rieasoutou’s 
division, which was at a halt on the prairie about three miles northeast 
from Fort Scott. General McKeil, with his brigadCj had j‘list repulsed 



Chap. LTTI.] 


pekoe’s MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 


577 


the enemy in their last attempt to make a stand, and they had retreated 
under cover of the night to the timber of the Marmitou. I there learned 
that General Pleasonton, with the remainder of his command, had 
marched to Port Scott. My command needing subsistence and forage 
I made a detour to the right, passing through Fort Scott for the pur¬ 
pose of supplying them and be in readiness to follow the pursuit the 
next morning. 

Early on the morning of the 2Gth, in pursuance of orders, I marched 
with the First, Second, and Fourth Brigades of my division in pursuit 
of the retreating enemy, striking his trail near Shanghai, Barton 
County, Mo. Moving by way of Lamar, Carthage, and Granby, I came 
up with the enemy at Kewtonia at 2 j). m. of the 28th. The rebel forces 
had encamped in the timber south of the town, on the Pineville road, 
with the view of remaining there until the following da}’", thinking that 
the pursuit of oiu* forces had been abandoned, but on discovering my 
advance coming in view on the high ground overlooking the town of 
Newtonia from tlie northwest, they hastily broke camp and attempted 
to move off. To cover this movement they deployed a force of about 
2,000 men upon the prairie to protect their rear. Being convinced ot* 
their intention to avoid a fight, if possible, I determined to attack them 
at once. The First and Fourth Brigades were with me in the advance. 

I had directed the Second Brigade to halt early in the day to procure 
forage for their horses to enable me to put them in the advance to press 
the pursuit at night; ccnsequently I did not rely upon them to i)artici- 
l>ate in the early part of the engagement. I liad supposed that Gen¬ 
eral McNeil’s brigade, of General Pleason ton’s division, was close up 
in my rear, and sent back to hurry it forward, while the First and 
Fourth Brigades of the First Division were quickly deployed in line, 
and under the cover of the fire of the First Colorado Battery, posteil 
upon the bluff', they swept across the plain at a gallop until within 
musket-range of th(‘ enemy’s line. Skirmishers were rapidly deployed, 
and but a few moments elapsed until the engagement became general. 

I now ordered forward the First Colorado Battery, which, with a section 
of howitzers attached to the Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, and under com¬ 
mand of Sergeant Patterson, of the Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, poured 
a destructive fire into the enemy’s ranks. It soon became evident that 
I was engaging all the available force of Price’s army, which outnum¬ 
bered me more than eight to one. Their superiority of numbers en¬ 
abling them to press upon my flanks with a large force compelled me 
to fall back about 500 yards from my first line, which was done in good 
order, and the line reformed in the face of a terrific fire. The enemy 
pressed forward their center, but were promptly checked by the canis¬ 
ter from the First Colorado Battery. It was now near sundown, and 
my command had been engaged near two hours and their ammunition 
nearly exhausted, while a large force of the enemy were i)assing under 
cover of a corn-field around my left flank, and my force being too small ^ 
to extend my line in that direction, I was about to direct my line to 
fall back and take position on the bluff', when very unexpectedly the 
brigade of Geneiul Sanborn, of General Pleasonton’s command, came 
up. 1 immediately placed them in position on my left, directing Gen¬ 
eral Sanborn to dismount his men and advance through the corn-field, 
which was promptly executed, repulsing the flanking column of the 
enemy, who now abandoned the field and retreated rapidly under cover 
of the night in the direction of Pineville, leaving their dead and 
wounded in our hands. In this engagement (battle of Newtonia) the 
disparity in numbers made the contest unequal, and the fighting on 
37 R R—VOL XLI, PT I 
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the part of my command was the most heroic that I ever witnessed. 
Near oue*eighth of my force engaged were killed and wounded, while 
the enemy's loss was at least three times greater than ours. To Col¬ 
onel Ford, commanding Fourth Brigade of the First Division, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt, commanding First Brigade (in the absence 
of Colonel Jennisoii), great (*redit is due for their coolness and courage 
and the ex(‘elleiit manner in which they handled their troops on the 
field. Also among those coming under my personal observation as de¬ 
serving of special mention for their gallantry were Maj. James Ketner, 
of the Sixteenth Kansas (Rivalry, Capt. W. D. McLain, of First Colo¬ 
rado Battery, Capt. *1. B. Fond, commanding battalion Third Wis(*on- 
sin Cavalry, and Sergt. Oeorge Patterson, of the Fourteenth Kansas 
Cavalry, commanding section of howitzers. 

Having cared for my command, and in piirsuaiu'e of orders my com¬ 
mand was in readiness to move again at 3 a. in. oi* the 2yth in pursuit 
of* the retreating enemy, wlien I was notified by the general command¬ 
ing that in consequence of (General Bose(‘rans witlidrawing all the 
troops belonging to his (hqiartment the pursuit would here be aban¬ 
doned. The division moved during the day to Neosho, when orders 
were received at 1 a. m. of the JOth to resume the pursuit. Two days^ 
march was here lost when close upon the riair of the enemy in conse¬ 
quence of the order of (reueral Rosecrans witlidrawing his troops. 
Nothing' worthy of special note o(*cnrred during the march to Pea 
Ridge, Fayetteville, Cane Hill, and thenci^ to th(‘ Arkansas River, 
where, after one of the most extraordinary maridies we arrived at 11 a. 
m. of November 8, and about thrive hours alter the crossing of Piice’s 
army. At this point th(^ aVnny of the Border being disbanded, the 
First Division returned to their own de])artment in detachments to 
enable them the bett<T to procure foragt‘ and Rubsistenc<‘. 

During this brief but ex'eutful (*ampaign the troops of my command 
evinced the greatest degree of heroism and endured all the hardships 
and privations without murmur or <*omplaint. Many acts of personal 
gallantry occurred which will be appropriately noticed in reports of 
subordinate commanders, but i (*annot omit, among others already 
noticed, to mention the name of Lieut. ('OL f^amuel W’^alker, of the 
{Sixteenth Kansas (Rivalry, as deserving of special commendation for 
distinguished gallantry. To the Kansas Htate Militia I desire to ex¬ 
press iny thanks for the pronq^tness with which they rallied to the 
call of the general (*ommanding the department and for the valuable 
assistance which they rendered me during the (‘ami)aigu. The Fifth, 
Sixth, and Tenth Regiments of State Militia, respectively commanded 
by Colonels Colton, Montgomerys, and Penuo<*.k, were the only part of 
the State for(*es over which I assumed commaT>d. They were organ¬ 
ized into a brigade under the command of Col. 0. W. Blair, of the 
Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, and their operations a portion of the time 
came under my personal observation, and it is but justice to say that 
their conduct was uniformly that of the true soldier and patriot, and 
worthy of emulation by their commander-in-chief and other superiors 
in the militia organization. 

To Colonel Blair too much praise cannot be accorded for his dis¬ 
tinguished gallantry as commander of the Third Brigade and also for 
his participation in the battles of Mine Creek and the Osage, on the 
25th of October, as a volunteer aide on the statt* of Major-General 
Curtis, while hi-^ co^nmaud was detained at the crossing of the Osngi^ 
and unable to get to the front. Other regiments of the State militia 
rei)ortcd to me at Westport on the morning of the battle of the 2Jtl, 
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and although not regularly assigned, received orders from me during 
the day, among which. I desire to call special attention as having taken 
part in the operations of the day and discharging their duty nobly were 
the Mneteenth Eegiment, (*ommanded by Colonel Hogan, and the 
Twelfth Eegiment, commanded by Colonel Treat. The Eleventh Eegi- 
inent, commanded by Colonel Mitchell, which joined Colonel Moon 
light’s command at (’oldwater Grove on the morning of the 24th, is 
deserving of (*redit for efficient service rendered in protecting the 
border from incursions of the enemy from that point to Fort Scott. 
To my assistant adjutant-general, Capt. George S. Hampton, 1 am 
greatly indebted for valuable services, he having upon all occasions 
acquitted himself as an efficient and gallant officer. Surg. S. B. Duaus, 
my medical director, is deserving of great praise for his indefatigable 
labors in proAdding for the care and comfort of the wounded, not only 
of my own command, but also of the command of General Pleasonton, 
upon the battle-field and elsewhere. To Capt. B. F. Simpson, Fifteenth 
Kansas Cavalry, a(*ting assistant quartermaster; Capt. E. J. Hintor^ 
Second Kansas (colored), aide-de-(*amp, and Capt. George J. Clark, 
Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, acting ordnance officer of my regnilar 
staff, and to Col. John T. Burris, late of the Tenth Kansas Yolunteer 
Infantry; Maj. E. G. Ward, of the First Kansas (colored); Map Thomas 
H. Penney, late of the Thirty-fifth Missouri Volunteers; Capt. T. E. 
Milhoan, late of the Tenth Kansas Volunteers, and Capt. A. J. Shan¬ 
non, x)rovost-marsha]. District of South Kansas, as volunteer aides, I 
am also greatly indebted for their valuable services during the cam- 
I)aign. T also desire to'tender my thanks to Maj. T. I. McKenny and 
Maj. 0. S. Chariot, of the staff* of the commanding general, the former 
for valuable asvsistance he rendered me during tlie night of the 22d of 
October, preceding the battle of Westport, and the latter for gallant 
services as aide during the battle of KeAvtonia on the 28th of October. 
To Hon. James 11. Lane, (''ol. W. F. (doud, and Col. S. J. OravTord, of 
the volunteer staff of the general cominaudiiig, I am under many obli¬ 
gations for A'aluablc services rendered on diff'ereiit occasions. I also 
desire to exiu’css my thanks to Conq)any E, of the Fourteenth Kansas 
Cavalry, commanded by Lieut. W. B. Clark, acting as my escort, for 
their uniform soldierly conduct and their gallantry disi^layed at the 
battles of Westport and Kewtonia. 

1 am, major, very resx)ectfully, yonr obedient seiwant, 

JAIS. G. BLUNT, 

Major-Oeneral, 

Maj. C. S, Gharlot, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Dei)ariment of Kansas, 

ADJyJ^^DA. 

General ) Hdqrs. isx Div., Army of the Border, 

Field Orders, > Camj} on Arkansas Eiver^ 

No. 6 . ) Thirty miles west of Fort ISmith^ November (S, 1864, 

I. The ])ursuit of the rebel army under General Price having been 
abandoned, and the Army of the Border disbanded by direction of 
superior authority, the general commanding the First DiAdsion desires 
to express his thankvS and admiration to the officers and soldiers of his 
command for their noble conduct and the gallantry displayed through¬ 
out one of the most memorable campaigns of the West. 
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On the 16th of October the brigades of Colonel Jennison and Colonel 
Moonlight, numbering in all but 2,000 men, marched from Hickman 
Mills, Mo., to Pleasant Hill, Holden, and Lexington, to make a recon¬ 
naissance and develop the position, force, and movements of the enemy. 

Oil the 19th of October, at 11 a. m., ve were attacked at Lexington 
by the enemy, 26,000 strong, and held the iiosition until their entire 
army was developed, when our little force retired fighting iind in good 
order, until the darkness of night put an end to the contest. 

Thus we were enabled to give the first reliable information of Price’s 
force and movements that was known since he had crossed the Arkan¬ 
sas Eiver on his route into Missouri. 

On the 21st the brigades of Colonels Jennison, Ford, and Moonlight, 
numbering only 3,500 men, fought the battle of the Little Blue, contest¬ 
ing stubbornly every foot of ground with an enemy five to one against 
them, with the most glorious results. In this contest the Second Bri¬ 
gade, under Colonel Moonlight, is entitled to sjiecial commendation for 
the gallant manner in which they fought the enemy’s advancing columns 
until re-enforcements arrived. 

On the 22d the brigades of Colonels Jennison and IMoonlight stub¬ 
bornly contested the advance of the enemy at tlie (*rossing of the Big 
Blue; and at the State line (after the enemy had forced a passage at 
Byram’s Ford) checked his right flank, and punished him severely. 

Thus by striking the enemy in front, and by three days’ severe fight¬ 
ing, he was firmly held in check until the command of Major-General 
Pleasonton was enabled to overtake and attack his rear at Independ¬ 
ence, and co-operate vith us in obtaining the glorious results of the 
battle of Westport, on the 23d, when the entire division (including 
Col. C. W. Blaii*\s brigade of Kansas State Militia) attacked the enemy’s 
front, and after a vsevere conflict turned his right flank, which resulted 
in his complete defeat and rout. 

In this day’s contest credit is due to several re^ments of Kansas 
State Militia for the gallant i)art they bore, which will be appropriately 
noticed in official reports. 

In the battles of the Osage, on the 25th (excepting Companies G, I, 
andK, Second Colorado Cavalry Volunteers, commanded by Captains 
Greene, Kingsbury, and Elmer), you were prevented from parti(*i])ating 
as you desired, because, by the orders of superior officers, die advance 
was taken from you, after earning and obtaining it by hard fighting; 
but we cannot but admire the cons])icuous courage^ displayed on that 
day by our comrades Ji arms of General Pleasontoii’s division, who did 
their duty so gallantly. 

In this day’s operations credit is due to the Second Brigade, under 
Colonel Moonlight (who was directed, after the battle of Westport, to 
move on the right flank of the enemy), for the iirotection given to th(^ 
border of Kansas, and especially Mound (fity, where they fought and 
defeated a superior rebel force and saved the town from destriuition. 

At the battle of Kewtouia, on the 28th ultimo (particiliated in by the 
brigades of Colonels Jennison and Ford), where you fouglit and defeated 
a force ten times your number, a courage and heroism was displaye<l 
unparalleled in the history of the war. 

To recapitulate: In twenty-three days you have marched over 500 
miles, day and night, through rain and snow, and fought five bat¬ 
tles with'an enemy greatly your superior in numbers. You have suf¬ 
fered fatigue, hunger, and every iniVation incidental to a soldier’s 
life. The result of your heroic labors (in conjunction with your com 
rades of the Army of Missouri) is the complete defeat and rout of a 
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formidabl(^ rebel aruiy, pursuing them across the Arkansas Kiver, dis¬ 
organized and reduced to a mob, and the saving of Kansas from pre¬ 
meditated invasion and devastation. For this you are entitled to and 
vrill receive the plaudits of a grateful country. While we drop the 
tear of sympathy over the graves of comrades who fell by our sides, we 
will ever remember that their death was a noble sacrifice for their 
country. 

II. The First Brigade, commanded by Colonel Jennison, is author¬ 
ized to inscribe upon their banners, Lexington, Little Blue, Big Blue, 
Westport, and Newtonia. 

The Second Brigade, (*ommauded by Colonel Moonlight, Lexington, 
Little Blue, Big Blue, Westport, and Mound City. 

The Third Brigade, Kansas State Militia, (‘ommanded by Colonel 
Blair, the Nineteenth Eegiment Kansas State Militia, commanded by 
Colonel Hogan, and the Twelfth Eegiment Kansas State Militia, com¬ 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Woodworth, Westport. 

The Fourth Brigade, commanded by Colonel Ford, Little Blue. West- 
port, and Newtonia; Companies G-, I, and K, Second Colorado Cavalry 
Volunteers, will inscribe Osage on their guidons. 

JAMES G. BLUNT, 

Major-OeneraL 


No. 81. 

Report of Ooh CliarJefi R, Jennison^ Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry^ eommand- 

big First Brigade, 

Hdqrs. 1st Bnia., 1st Div., Army of the Border, 

Fort l^cott^ November 23^ 1804, 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of operations 
of the First Brigade, First Division, xVrmy of the Border, duilng the 
campaign recently closed: 

The brigade was organized at Hickman Mills, Mo., on the 15th of Octo¬ 
ber, 1804, in pursuance of General Field Orders, No. 2, dated headquar¬ 
ters First Division, Army of the Border, in the field, Hickman Mills, 
Mo., October 15, 1804, and consisted of the Fifteenth Kansas Volun¬ 
teer Cavalry, commanded by Lieut. Col. G. H. Hoyt, a detachment of 
the Third Wisconsin C^avalry, commanded by Captain Carpenter, and 
live mountain howitzers, manned by details from the Fifteenth Kansas 
Volunteer Cavalry, Third Wisconsin and Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, 
the battery being in charge of First Lieut. John Murphy, Company B, 
Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, who was, however, afterward 
relieved, and the howitzers placed in charge of Se(‘ond Lieut. H. L. 
Barker, Company G, Fifteenth, as an otticer more experienced in artil¬ 
lery drill and practice; a selection fully justified by after events in 
the various actions in which the battery was engaged. On the Kith of 
October the brigade, in pursuance of orders from division headquarters, 
mai'ched from Hickman Mills to Pleasant Hill, Mo., and from thence in 
the direction of Warrensburg, Mo. At Pleasant Hill, however, Com¬ 
pany A, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, was detached by order of the gen¬ 
eral commanding to repair the telegraph line between that point and 
Lexington. When a short distance east of Pleasant Hill, the direction 
of the line of march was changed toward Lexington, upon which point 
a large rebel force was reported advancing. On the 18th of October, after 
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a toilsome marcli of three days and nights, the brigade reached Lexing¬ 
ton, going into camp near the Fair-G-rounds south of the city, \vhere it 
remained for the remainder of the day and the night subsequent, no 
intelligence reaching us in regard to the movements of the enemy 
beyond casual reports of the presence of guerrillas in the vicinity, and 
the assurance that a small detachment had temporarily occupied the 
town the day previous, procuring supidies, and executing the conscript 
laws of the so-styled Confederate States. On the Ihth of October, how- 
evei', about 11 a. m., intelligence was indirectly received at headquar¬ 
ters that tlie enemy was advancing in considerable force in two columns, 
by the Dover road, and also from Sedalia. This report was almost im¬ 
mediately corroborated by the arrival of scouts, and by messengers dis¬ 
patched from the outpost east and southeast. Upon this intelligence 
the brigade was instantly formed in the road running through the 
camp, and immediately south of the Fair-Grounds, strong scouting 
parties being detached’to ascertain as far as possible the numbers and 
exact direction of the rebel advance. Learning that the enemy would 
perhaps make a (lire<'t atta(‘k upon the city from the Camden road a 
portion of the brigade, under command of Lieutenant-C'olonel Hoyt, 
was dispatched in that direc‘tion to resist the expected attack, the 
troops and artillery being advantageously poste<lin the vstreets. These 
were, however, sooaorderedback to their original positions near the Pair- 
Grounds, where the entire brigade, [with the] exception of (Companies 
E and F, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, was formed in line oi* battle under 
direction of the major-general commanding. A detachment of the Third 
VYiscousin Cavalry, under Lieut. J, 13. Pond, sent out to reconuoiter the 
Holden road south, having been recalled, the First Jirigade on the right 
of the line. Company F, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, commanded by Capt. 
O. A. Curtis, pushed forward in advance of our lines, a(‘Companied by 
one i)iece of the howitzer battery, under Lieut. J. Murphy, Comx){my B, 
Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, and Company E, in command of 
Lieut. J. T. Smith, Captain Johnson of that company being detailed as 
officer of the day. Deploying a small skirmish line, Captain Curtis 
soon met the advance guard of the enemy, estimated at 400 strong, 
when a spirited contest was commenced with small-arms, the single 
howitzer being used occasionally with excellent effect. 

Soon after the tight <)i)ened Captain Johnson, Company E, Fifteenth 
Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, in diwscharge of his duties as inspector of 
the outposts, arrived upon the field, and assumed direction of th(* two 
companies engaged, exhibiting at tlie outset (pialities of coolness, abil¬ 
ity, and daring, which have been commented upon to his favor by olli- 
cersandmeu i-ne^i.-nd. At this point the very unequal contest was 
maintained for a considerable period, until our lines W(n*e formed in the 
rear, in the position sele(*ted by the major-general commanding, and 
after the detachments sent to the city and out on the Holden road were 
recalled. The advance of the enemy was here, for a time, efiect- 
ually checked, and he was several times repulsed, but by re-enfor(‘e- 
luents from his main column, and bringing rifled ordnance into action, 
he was enabled to overcome the feeble barrier interposed by the advance 
of our army, which was coin])elled to fall back upon the main line ol* 
battle. The enemy’s strength having by this time fully developed, and 
the superior caliber of his artillery but too plainly apparent, the First 
Bi‘igade, in obedience to orders from the major-general commanding, 
fell back upon a cross-road leading to the main highway from Lexing¬ 
ton to independence, it being by this time nearly dark. Companies 
G, F, and E, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, were detached as 
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skil’misliers to protect the rear until the entire command was safe 
beyond suc(*essful pursuit, a duty which was performed to the entire 
satisfaction of the commanding officer, and greatly to the credit of offi¬ 
cers and soldiers of the companies mentioned. The retrograde move¬ 
ment was conducted with the utmost good order, notwithstanding tlm 
difficulties of the road, and the darkness ot the night, during which 
nothing of importance was abandoned, and officers and men discharged 
their duties with as much equanimity as though there were not an army 
of 30,000 pui\suing closely upon their rear. An accident, to the credit 
of Lieutenant Murphy, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, and Ser¬ 
geant Patterson, Fourteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, attached to 
the battery, may be mentioned here. Owing to the darkness of the 
night and the inequalities of the road, an accident occurred by wdiich 
the limber of one of the howitzers was broken, and before it could be 
repaired the entire column had passed. Lieutenant Murphy and Ser¬ 
geant Patterson, however, remained with the piece, and succeeded in 
bringing it off in the very face of the enemy’s pursuing columns. Ko 
other accident occurred during the mar(*li, and tlie brigade halted when 
about one mile east of the Little Blue, the pursuit having been tempo¬ 
rarily given over by the enemy. The next morning the brigade crossed 
the Blue, four companies being temporarily left at the bridge, in charge 
of Maj. John M. Laing, while the remainder proceeded some two or 
three miles west, and again halted, awaiting further movements on the 
part of the enemy. In the afternoon it marched to Independeu(*e, 
taking quarters for the night in the vacant buildings of the city. 

On the 21st of October, the enemy having advanced from Lexington, 
met the Second Brigade at the Little Blue at an early hour in the 
inorning. The First Brigade was, therefore, ordered to the front, and 
immediately proceeded from Independence to the field, where it anived 
at about 11 a. m., taking position on the right, Colonel Ford’s brigade 
forming the center, and Colonel jMooulight’s the left. In this engage¬ 
ment the Fifteenth lieginient, Lieutimant-Colonel Hoyt, and the Third 
Wisconsin Cavalry, Lieutenant J^ond, were dismounted and disposed 
in advantageous positions, whi<*h had hardly been accomplished when 
the lines were fiercely assailed by the enemy at all points and the 
contest became extremely vS])irited, though from the nature of the 
ground and the protection of the timber the casualties were not heavy. 
S'or some hours the engagcmient was maintained with varying results, 
our lilies alternately falling back and advancing, the howitzer batcery 
being actively and apparently effectively engaged until it became evi¬ 
dent that the enemy was numerhjally su])erior to such an extent that 
it would be impossible to hold the ground, and a retrograde movement 
was commenced in the direction of Independence. In this action, the 
first general one in which it had been engaged, tlie First Brigade gave 
evidence of gi’eat proficiency in drill, i«ihesitating obedience, and dis- 
l)layed throughout a <*ourage and determination worthy of any veteran 
(*orps. In this connection 1 deem it my duty to mention favorably and 
particularly the condu<‘t of Maj. J. ]\L Laing, Fifteenth Kansas Volun¬ 
teer Cavalry, who, by his coolness and assured courage, did so much 
toward inspiriting the men of my command, not one of whom wavered 
for a moment or evinced a disposition to evade the perilous duties of 
the situation. Other officers, perhaps equally deserving, will be men¬ 
tioned hereafter, bat as Major Laing in tliis action came immediately 
under my notico he is first spoken of as a brave, efficient, and deserv¬ 
ing officer, one of whom the regiment and the service may be proud. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt, as (‘ommanding the Fifteenth Regiment, is too 
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well known to need especial eulogium in this instance. Let it suffice 
that he commanded his troops with the cool daring and soldierly- 
ability so characteristic of the man, in no manner disappointing the 
anticipations of those who know him best. Early in the action Lieut. 
AV. H. Bisbee, Company E, Fifteenth Kansas Yolunteer Cavalry, act¬ 
ing adjutant of the Fifteenth Eegiment, was struck in the shoulder by 
a ball, temporal ily losing the use of his left arm, but remained upon 
the held in the discharge of his duties throughout the engagement, 
although several times lequested to retire. Falling back through Inde¬ 
pendence the First Brigade, with those of Colonels Ford and Moon 
light, encamped on the night of the 21st on the west side of the Big 
Blue, on the Kansas City and Indejiendence road, no further demon¬ 
strations being made by the enemy. 

On the morning of the.22d I was ordered with the brigade to Byranf s 
Crossing of the Big Blue, some eight miles from its encampment of the 
night previous. Arriving there we were joined by a detachment of 
Kansas State Militia, of Colonel [McCain’s'?] command, whi(*h rendered 
valuable assistance in obstructing the ford of the river by felling 
timber, &c. About 11 a. in. the enemy’s advance made its axipearance 
at the ford, attacking our outposts and attempting to force a crossing. 
The fold was so effectually obstructed, however, and in its condition 
wholly imiiassable for artillery, that for some hours httle progress was 
made, the attacking iiavty being repulsed each time it appeared in the 
front, which Avas defended by a vstrong skirmish line, securely posted, 
and one section of howitzer battery then in charge of Second Lieut. 
II, L. Barker, Company Cr, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, to 
whom the command was transferred on the morning of the battle of 
Little Blue. At this iioint the First Brigade held the enemy dfectually 
in check, notwithstanding his great superiority of numbers, until about 
3 ]), m., when it became evident that he had siu^ceeded in crossing con¬ 
siderable bodies, both above and below, and was rapidly flanking ns 
both on the right and left. Upon this intelligence (word of which was 
sent to the general commanding with the additional reiiort that the 
main body of the rebels was apparently in front and determined to 
effect a crossing at Byranfs Ford) it was determined to retire in the 
direction of Westport or Kansas City, toward whi(*h it Avas evident the 
efforts of the enemy were directed. Our liiu^s at the ford having been 
forced back, the rebels succeeded in crossing a considerable force (»f 
dismounted caA’-alry, a jiortion of which was euqfloyed in removing 
obstructions in the river, Avhile the others were deifloyed on either side 
of the road, and advan(*ed toAvard us. Then, Avith a strong body of 
rebels x>ressing upon our rear and in constant expectation that our 
flanks would be attacked, the brigade commenced jto retreat toward 
Westport, contesting every foot of ground until the enemy gave over 
the action and retired to the ford. Reaching the open ground some 
four or five miles between Westport and the State line, a large body of 
troops was discovered on our left advancing in a northerly direction 
from the timber of the Blue. 

Upon reaching the Line road we were joined by Colonel Moonlight’s 
command, when the First and Second Brigades were rapidly jiushed 
forward upon the prairie to resist the advance of the enemy under 
Shelby, Avho had evidently crossed at the ford four miles above Byram’s. 
Skirmishers were immediately deployed from both brigades, and in a 
few minutes the action was commenced along the entire line, entirely 
with small-arms. A body of Kansas State Militia coming ui) soon 
after, it was formed in line of battle immediately in rear of First Bn- 
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gade, wlu‘ii the rebels, being elosely in-essed by oui skinnibh hues, 
wavered lor a moment, and then began to give ground. Upon this a 
general advance of the First Brigade was ordered, and the lines were 
rapidly advanced toward the enemy, who, after a slight resistance, fell 
back in confusion to the cover of the timber some two or three miles 
distant, closely followed by our forces, until, as the sun went down, not 
a vestige of the rebel Shelby’s division beyond its dead and a few 
wounded was to be seen upon the held. Maintaining our lines for some 
time with no further demonstrations from the recent exultant and con¬ 
fident enemy our columns were turned toward Westport, which we 
reached about 7 o’clock in the evening, going into camp between that 
])lace and Kansas CMty, where the Army of the Border was mostly con¬ 
centrated, and as the night wore on we seemed encircled by the camp¬ 
fires of the rebels, which gleamed menacingly Irom the woods, as if 
mocking the anxiety which ])revailed throughout our lines. But as the 
darkest hour is said to be just before da^y, so the darkness of that night 
foreshadowed the dawn of final victory, and tlie relief of Kansas from 
apprehension ol‘rebel invasion. 

On the morning of the 23d the brigade was under arms^t daylight, and 
after having supi^lied itself with ammunition from the ti ain sent out from 
Kansas City, retraced its march of the previous evening, coming upon the 
rebel lines about three miles ft'orn the town, where it assumed position as 
the center of the line, with the brigades of Colonels Ford and Moonlight 
on the fianks. The First Brigade was deployed on the right of the road, 
in a large field traversed by vail and stone fen(‘es, which to some extent 
imi)eded active cavalry operations, though affording excellent protec¬ 
tion to dismounted troops. Our skirmish lines were immediately formed 
and had advanced but a few rods u hen severe and incessant fire of 
small-arms was commenced upon them and replied to with the utmost 
si)irit, the enemy commencing almost instantly to fall hack. Our lines 
were then advanced some distance, a rapid fire being kept up from 
either side, until the rebels, having- received a re-enforcement, made a 
desperate stand and siicceedcMl in temporarily pressing us back beyond 
our original position, and to the edge of a small body of timber skirting 
the wood upon which the Second Colorado, with the Colorado Inde¬ 
pendent Battery, was posted. At this point the fighting became again 
severe, and a second time we were compelled to retire, a movement 
participated in by the entire division; the First Brigade, however, form¬ 
ing the right of the new line about 200 yards in rear of its first posi¬ 
tion, the Second Brigade liaving left the field. At this point a 
desultory fire was kept up for some time, the i^ehels making no¬ 
positive demonstrations, our lines being re-enforced by the militia 
under Colonel Blair. At length, however, the enemy pressed forward,, 
and succeeded in planting one section of a Parrott battery on the Line 
road, rendering our position one of extreme danger, his lines being 
heavily re-enforced at the same time. Leaving the position we fell back 
on the Line road almost to suburbs of Westport, where the army was 
reorganizing and concentrating for a final effort, and soon the order 
was received for a general advance along the entire line, which was 
obeyed with the utmost alacrity. The First Brigade, with a detach¬ 
ment of the Second Colorado and McLain’s (Colorado) tiattery, took po¬ 
sition on the right of the road, commencing an impetuous attack upon 
the rebels, who were rallying for a charge upon the battery, one Section 
of which was posted directly in the road. Hardly had we taken posi¬ 
tion when the enemy charged in column upon the guns up the road, 
which were supported by the Second Colorado, the First Brigade being 
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to the right in front as they advanced, Company E, Fifteenth Kan- 
vsas Yolnnteer Ca^'alry, forming the left of the brigade line and de¬ 
ployed as skirmishers. Seeing that a desperate effort was required'to 
save the batterj^ I immediately rallied Company E and led in person a 
charge upon the dank of the rebel column, a movement which Avas 
entiiely successful, though a despeiate hand-to-hand contest ensued, 
after maintaining Avhich fora short time the enemy withdrew in dis¬ 
order toward his main lines southward. In this action especial praise 
is due to officers and men engaged, and more particularly to (hipt. 
Curtis Johnson, commanding ('ompany E, Fifteencli, whi(*li was 
alone in the (*harge. During the actions Captain Creene, (‘om- 
manding the squadrons of tlie Second Colorado, brouglit his troops 
to our assistance, by which Ave succee<led in killing and wounding 
a large number of the rebels, and taking nearly 100 prisoners. 
In the charge Company E sustained a loss of 13 men wounded. To 
Captain Johnson I AAmuld express the highest sense of his excel¬ 
lence and soldierly ability in one of the most trying situations of that 
day. In this action Captain Johnson irersonally (uicountered Colonel 
McGhee, of an Arkansas regiment, both tiring with revolvers, the result 
of which Avas ttat Colonel McGhee was killed, the captain receiving a 
ball in the arm, whi(‘h indicted a very severe and painful Avound, from 
Avhich he has not yet recovered. The enemy having fallen ba(*k u])ou 
the road, our lines Am*e reformed and again advanced through the 
fields on the right of the road, driving the rebels at all points. Direcdly 
in the road, at the summit of a slight slope, a body of the enemy seemed 
determined to make a stand, when I Avas ordere<l by GenerarBlunt to 
charge the hill with his body guard and one S(iuadron of the Second 
Colorado—all of the troops aA^ailable at that instant. Drawing sabers 
and forming columns of fours the s(piadrons dashed with reckless cour¬ 
age up the hill into the A'ery midst of the rebels, who, not waiting to 
ascertain our strength, and hardly making a shoAv of fighting, broke 
and fled, some into the timbcTt' on^ the left, but a majority doAvn the 
road. A detachment was then dismounted and deployed along a stone 
fence skirting the woods and a spirited fire opened on* the rebels in the 
woods to the left, but these soon made their way out and joined the 
main rebel body about a mile distant, Avhere the enemy’s lines were yet 
unbroken and upon which at this period a se(*tion of McLain’s battery, 
under Lieutenant Eayre, was brought to bear Avith telling effect. Gen¬ 
erals Curtis and Blunt having reached the S(iene in person 1 was 
directed to charge the rebel lines with the First Brigade on the right and 
left of the road, under cover of a heavy fire from the Colorado battery, 
which was worked with rapidity and the utmost precision by Captain 
McLain and his lieutenants. Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt, with six squad¬ 
rons of the Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, was directed to ad¬ 
vance on the left, while, with one company of the Fifteenth, the Third 
Wisconsin detachm’ent, two companies of the Second Colorado, and 
General Blunt’s bodyguard, I took the right. The brigade thus formed 
advanced, charging the rebel lines with an impetuosity that ovcuTame 
opposition. The enemy then, confused and demoralized, broke and 
fled, scattering arms and equipments along the route, and covering the 
ground with the debris of a routed army. For more than a mile the 
brigade pursued, never drawing rein, while the rebels, too demoralized 
to attempt a halt, seemed each determined to save himself as best he 
might. In this charge, one of the most glorious in its results during the 
war, and perhaps performed Avith less loss to the attacking party, acts ol* 
individual daring might be mentioned deserving special commendation, 
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The conduct of Lieutenant <'olonel Hoj't, in paiticular, upon thib occa¬ 
sion, as indeed throughout the campaign, was sucli as to elicit the 
liigliest encomiums from all, and deserves to be recorded as worthy of 
parti(*ular emulation. The First Brigade, in advance of the pursuing 
column, maintained its position during the remainder of the day, coming 
up with the enemy below Little Santa Fe and skirmishing wdth his 
rear until dark. During the pursuit I was ac(*ompanied by Major Mc- 
Kenny, of ]Major-General Curtis’ stalf, who is entitled to special mention 
for assistance rendered here and elsewhere, as well as for his assured 
and courageous bearing upon the field. Early upon the following 
morning, having encamped near Little Santa Fe, the pursuit was 
resumed, but the First Brigade being in rear did not again en(*ounter 
the enemy. We passed the station known as Trading Post, Linn 
County, Kans., on the morning of the 25th, and learning that General 
Pleasonton’s command was engaged in a running fight Aviththe enemy 
some few miles in the advance, i)ressedforward to the front, butreached 
Mine Creek too late to participate in the battle at that point, the rebels 
having continued their letreat southward, leaving several general 
officers and a largo numb^n* of prisoners, artillery, in our hands. 
Evidences of the total demoralization of the retiring aimy were visible 
on every hand. Hundreds of muskets, horse e(piipments, disabled 
Avagons, &c., encumbered the field, while the number of dead and 
Avounded abandoned by the enemy gave proof that his rout was again 
complete. Early on the morning of the 26th the brigade reached Fort 
Scott, at which it was compelled to halt for a short time in order to 
])rocure supplies, then entirely exhausted, as all rations Avere carried 
by the troops upon their horses. 

Leaving Fort Scott about 11 a. m. on the 26th, we reached Shanghai, 
Mo., the same night and encamped, ha\ung x)assed General Pleasontoifs 
<M)mmand during the day. Leaving this i)oint, the brigade took up a 
line of march southward, through Barton and Jasper Counties, jVIo., 
reaching Carthage early on the morning of the 27th, and going into 
caini) some five miles south of the toAvn, tlie brigade having then the 
extreme front of the i)ursuing column, and being only a few miles be¬ 
hind the rear guard of the enemy. Indeed so closely was he pressed 
that one squadron of his cavalry retreated only upon the appearam^e ot 
our advance at the point designated as our encampment. The rebel 
army Avas then only four or five miles before us, his rear having passed 
about 4 o’clock in the afternoon. Here Ave met a number of ])aroled 
XAiisoners of the Kansas State Militia who had been released during 
the afternoon, after having been strixqied of their clothing, shoes, &c., 
and robbed of anything valuable about their persons. These were com- 
])elled to Avalk barefoot and almost naked tv^elve miles until they 
reached the adA^ance of our lines, where they were as well cared for as 
our circumstances would j)ermit. On the morning of the 28th the march 
Avas resumed, the brigade being then under command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Hoyt, passing the Granby Lead Mines, Newton County, about 
2 p. m., the Colorado Second being in the advance with the Colorado 
battery. When Avithin about three miles of Newtonia messengers 
passed along the lines from the front with intelligence that our advance 
had overtaken the rebel army at the latter place, and was then engaged. 
The command forward,” “trot,’^ gallop,” “march,” was given, and 
never Avith more hearty alacrity obeyed, and the brigade swept on 
through almost impenetrable clouds of dust to the oiAen ground north 
of the town, where our artillery Avas already posted, and had opened 
fire with shell upon the enemy’s lines, then distant more than a mile, 
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and evidently striving to get into the timber. Ueaehiiig the crest of 
the hill upon whi(‘li the battery was posted, the order was given, and 
the First Brigade moved rapidly toward the enemy, by this time en¬ 
gaged by Colonel Ford’s brigade. The First Brigade was immediately 
formed by direction of the general commanding on the right of the line, 
commencing a spiiited and deterjuined hre at a range of about 500 yards, 
the howitzers, under Sergeant I^atterson, doing more effi<*ient execution 
than at any previous action during the campaign. In this connection 
I would mention with particular recommendations to favor Sergeant 
Patterson, Fourteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, an experienced and 
capable artillerist of long servicT in the Army of the Potomac and else¬ 
where. During the whole campaign he remained in the laithful dis¬ 
charge of his duties as sergeant of the howitzer battery, which llred 
the tirst gun at Lexington and almost the last at Kewtonia. 

For further details of the battle permit me to extract from the report 
of Lieutenant Colonel Hoyt, Fifteenth Kansas \'olmite(U‘ Cavalry, as 
follows, he being in command of the First Brigade by reason of teinjm- 
rary disability of myself caused by accident: 

1Tead<^itahters Fifteenth Kansas Volunteeu Cavalry, 

Jn the Field, Cherolce Aation, Xorember 9, 1864, 

# -V K ^ 

On tlie 28tli of Oclohei' Price was atiaeked l>y General BluntIh tli(i brigades of 
yourself and Colonel Ford (Second Coloiado Cavalry) iit New t onia, Mo. In ibis en^ag(‘- 
Inent it Avas my privilege to lead our brigade, of wbieb 1 can only say, none could 
have fought more nobly or with more d(‘termiuation, standing iiiuhu* lire a long time 
without a cartridge to retuin the galling ihe of the enemy, ha\ ing expmidisl si\y\ 
rounds to the man, the (-elerity of our movennuits rond(‘ring it impossihb^ tor the 
ammunition train to keep up. I desire to mention Jdeut. .lose])h Mackle, acting 
assistant .. > i I'.il. Fiist Brigade, and Lieut. W. 11. Bishee, Compaii> P, 

Pilteeutli K'j oiu: i h : CaAairy, acting reginnmtal adjutant, for their pfaisi*- 

Avorthy conduct in the last-uamed and, in fact, in all the <‘ngag(‘ments in which this 
regiment Avas emplo,\e(L Of the otlieers of my conunand and their men it is not 
possible for mo to specify particular names, for all w'ere brave and nom^ AViU’o coav- 
ardly or incompetent, maintaining its line of battle unbroken until some time attiT 
darli. The First Brigade, in obedience to orders from the general eommauding, 
encamped for the night in the town of NoAvtonia, having lirought iu all its wounded, 
who Avere iiropevly cared for and bestowed in the houses of the town. 

Ou the moruing of the 29th the brigade marched in imrsuauce of 
orders to Keosho, twelve miles distant northwest, where it remained 
until the forenoon of the 30th, from thence retrating its march of tlie 
previous day to Kewtonia, and encamping south of the battle-ground 
of the 28th. On the 31st, orders having been received to <*ontinue the 
pursuit of Price, we marched that day to Oasvsville, micamping between 
that post and Keetsville, and some three or four miles* from the lat¬ 
ter x)lace. November 1 the march was resumed on the Fayetteville 
road, over the battle-fields of Cross Hollows and PeaPidge, the brigade 
arriving at Fayetteville November 3 [4 j, about 11a. m., a few hours alter 
the attack ou that post had been abandoned by Oeiieral Fagan with Ins 
division of the rebel army. On the morning of 4th [5th] of November 
the brigade resumed its line of march southward, encamping that night 
at Prairie Grove, the scene of former victory by our troops under our 
present gallant general of division, and whose triumphs were partha 
pated in by many now componeut parts of the First Brigade. On the 
5th [Cthj we passed Cane Hill, another battle-field of a previous year, 
continuing the march night and day with such alacrity as the condition 
of our animals would admit until the forenoon of the 8th of November, 
when we stood upon the banks of the Arkansas River, near Webber’s 
Falls, only a few hours after the rear of the late triumphant and jubi- 
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lant rebel army bad passed over, with only one or two pieces of artil¬ 
lery remaining of the three comidete batteries witli wbicli it entered 
Missouii, and its numbers reduced by 10,000 since tlie rout at West- 
port. In this (*amp, November 8, was received the order of the general 
commanding diswsolving tlie Army of the Border, and attaching to the 
Eii*st Brigade for the homeward inarch the Sixteenth Kansas Yolunteer 
Cavalry, Eirst Colorado and Ninth Wisconsbi Batteries, with nearly the 
entire transportation of the army, and in piirsuan(*e oi* which order the 
brigade on the morning of theOthtookux) itsretuiTi line of march, proceed¬ 
ing very slowly, however, on account of the nature of the roads, rendered 
almost impassable by frequent rains experienced for several daysprevious 
and continuing after our arrival at the river. Erom the difiicidty of pro- 
cuiing forage, and the total exliaustion of rations, the march north¬ 
ward was necessarily very much retarded, it rciiuMng eight days to 
reach Eayetteville, which post we reached on the Kith of November, 
But before iiroceeding fartlier it be(*anie my most painful duty to re¬ 
cord the loss of two of tlu^ most eftident and faithful officers of my 
command, Capt. Orloif Norton, Company Ij, Eifteenth Kansas Cavalry, 
and Eirst Lieut. Emmett Goss, Company M, Eifteenth Kansas Cavalry, 
who were undoubtedly murdered while in charge of ibraging i)arties in 
the vicinity of Cane Hill on the 12th of November, as all search for 
them has proven fruitless, and when last heard from they were closely 
pursued by a large force of guerrillas said to be under command of 
Lieutenant Tucks, C. S. Army. Always faithful in the discharge of 
their duties, never hcvsitating an the execution of any order however 
hazardous, Captain Norton and Lieutenant Goss had endeared them¬ 
selves to the entire command by their uniform kindness and affability 
toward all. Their loss is one which can be illy sustained by the regi¬ 
ment, and their memory will ever be cherished by all whose good for¬ 
tune it was to be associated with them. On the same day (12th) Eirst 
Lieut. J. T. Smith, commanding Company E, Eifteenth Kansas Volun¬ 
teer Cavalry, in charge of another party, was attacked by an over¬ 
whelming force of bushwhackers, aud in the tight which ensued Lieii- 
teiumt Smith was very severely if not fatally wounded, he having been 
left in a critical situation at the hospital at Fayetteville, Ark. He was 
struck in the back and thigh, the former shot going through the body 
and coming out below the left breast. The latter was a severe and 
painful flesh wound. Lieutenant Smith will probably be permanently 
disabled for active service, if indeed he recovers from the eflects of his 
wounds. I take pleasure, however, in mentioning him here as one of 
the most deserving officers of the Eifteenth Eegiment, and one whose 
determined bearing throughout the several actions .in which the bri¬ 
gade was engaged entitles him to the highest praise. Leaving Eay¬ 
etteville we continued our march northward through Keetsville and 
Bcntonville, Ark., and Sarcoxie and Lamar, Mo., arriving at this post 
on Wednesday a. m., the 23d of November, 18G4, having marched since 
leaving Hickman Mills, on the 16th day of October, about 1,200 miles, 
during the most inclement season of the year, without adequate trans¬ 
portation for supplies, vsubsistiug mainly upon the country through 
which we passed. The loss in horses has been heavy owing to the want 
of proper care and forage, and the exposure to which they have been 
subjected, as well as the numberless killed or wounded in action, all of 
which loss will, of course, be properly accounted for in the various 
returns to the rCvSpective departments entitled to receive them. Gov¬ 
ernment property of other kinds has been abandoned from the absolute 
impossibility of transportation, which will also be fully explained in 
the proper manner. 
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lu couclusion permit uie to extract briotty from ilie report of Lieut. 
J. 15. Poud, commandinjj detaebment of Third Wisconsin C’avaliy from 
the 22d to the 30th of October, -when his detachment was ordered to 
report to General Curtis at Ifeosho, Mo., for special service. Lieutenant 
Poud liaA’ing by virtue of rank taken command of the detaclunent at 
Independence, Captain Carpenter being reported sick. The battalion 
consisted of portions of Companies A, Lieut, (i. IM. Lllis; (1, Lieut. J. 
B. Pond; D, Lieutenant Crites; F, Lieut. E. M. Cooper, and M, laeiit. 
John M. Bernard, the two latter having remained at Fort Scott without 
authority when the brigade marched soutli, and without making any 
explanation whatever relative to their conduct. Liimbmant Bernard’s 
temptation may have been gi-eat, as 1 have learned he was married 
during the absence of his command, a fact precluding tin' supposition 
of an illness suttlcient to ri'iider him unable to discharge Ids military 
duties. Lieutenant Cooper has not, as 1 have learned, even this pallia¬ 
tion for gross neglect of duty, Avhich it might not be improper to char¬ 
acterize in more severe terms. Hoav much more wirrthy the conduct of 
Lieutenant Dixon, Company IVI, of Avhom Lieutenant Pond thus speaks 
in his report of the battle of Little Blue: 

Here LicTitciiaut Dixou, C'oinpaiiy M, TpH severely it’nol Ini .illy wounded in llio 
head, while jnrallantly* leading his conuuand into iJic eonllid. In this engagement 
Sergeant MeMillau, \\ hruvo and ellieient non-eommissioned ollie(‘r and soldier, was 
severely wounded. Other hra\<‘ men in the same and other eompanies Rutfered in 
the engagement, hut in the general exultation over a eommou vi<*tory the wounded 
seemed to forget their anguish and joined in Ihe shoui that told th(‘ haltlc won. 

I (‘an furtlicT (‘orroborate tlio stat(‘iu(-^ntK nia<l(‘ in th<‘ re[)()rt of 
Lieutenant Pond, that in liis battalion— 

111 the endnranee of wearisome marches and eoutinual fasting (henig moie than 
(onseeutive hours without food, and nearly all of the time in the saddh' after 
the severe coiidic « .■ ‘ i i'' with the battle of Westport) oltieers andmiMi exhib¬ 
ited the noblest. . of th(‘goodso)ldi<T. 

Of the l)attlc of NewtoniaLieutenant Pond rei>orts that hiseomniand, 
reduced to thirty-four elective men, was i)la(*cd on the left of the 
Second Colorado, and took part in the charge, led aw at Westport by 
Ceneral Blunt in person, against an enemy so vastly superior, that the 
audacity of the (*liargo must liav<‘ been as consiiicuous as its valor. 

That we held our position until our ammunition was exhausted, and afterward 
until succor eame, history w ill toll and truly; hut h(>w% seems a miracde. 

In this contest Lieutenant Pond’s coinmand lost 4 men si^veivly 
wounded and 11 horses killed. The lieutenant concludes lus report as 
follows; 

It affords me pleasure iu eouucetion her<‘with to notic(‘ the conspicuous gallantry 
and heroism of Lieut. John Crites, t’ompany D. llis coolness and sclf-pobsossioii 
under the most territic tire gave to his recruits the full assurdiiee of veterans. He 
w‘as the only commissioned ofiieer of the battalion with me when we entered the 
battle of NeVtonia, 

I cannot close my report without more ])articulav and favorable 
mention of Lieut. Joseph Mackle, acting assistant adjutant-general 
First Brigade, it affording me sx)ecial pleasure to iudorsii the descTving 
notice of Lieutenant-Colonel Uoyt in his report of the battle of New- 
toiiia. In other actions which Lieutenant Mackle was imnuHliately 
engaged with myself I am hai)i)y to state that his conduct has been that 
of the true and brave soldier throughout. 

I transmit herewith a list* of known ^‘asnalties in the diJlerent engage- 

* Nominal list (omitted) shoNvs 1 commissioned officer and 6 enlisted men killed, 3 
commissionod olhcers and 80 men wounded, and 1 enlisted man missing. 
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meiits as reported by commanding officers of tlie various regiments^ 
(‘ompanies, and detacliments. Casualties among troops attached to the 
howitzer battery are reported with the company lists, except those of 
one se(‘tion from Company E, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, in (diarge of 
Sergeant Patterson, Company A, Fourteenth Kansas Yolunteer ('av- 
airy, who reports t men wounded, but fails to give their names. Sergeant 
Patterson also reports 3 horses killed and 4 disabled by shots. The 
sergeant makes favorable mention of Corpl. James Holmes, Fourteenth 
Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, of his section. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(\ li. JENXKON, 

Colonel Fifteenth Kanhan Volunteer Caindry, 
Comdg, First Brigade^ First Division^ Army of the Border, 

Maj. C. S. Charlot, 

Assistant Adjutant-(h neral,, Department of Kansas, 


Ko. S2. 

Report of GoL Thomas Moonlight^ Eleventh Kansas Cavalry^ command- 

bug Second Brigade, 

Hdqrs. 2d Brio., 1st I)iv., Army of the Border, 

Baolaj Kans,, December 15, 18bi, 

1 have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken 
by my command during the late campaign against the rebel General 
Sterling Price: 

On the 15th of O(*tober, at Hickman JMills, Mo., the Second Brigade 
was organized as follows: The Eleventh Peginient Kansas Volunteer 
Cavalry; Companies L and M, Fifth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry; Com- 
])anies A and D, Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. Four mountain 
howitzers were in the Eleventh, manned by Conix)any E. On the 10th 
the brigade marched into Missouri, in company with the First Brigade 
(all under Major-General Blunt), in search of Price’s army. After hav¬ 
ing gone in a southeasterly direction as far as Holden, Mo., on the War- 
rensburg road, our course Avas changed to Lexington, Mo., which was 
captured by the Second Brigade on the 18th. Company B, Eleventh, 
had the advance, and skirmished with some bushwhackers in the 
streets, killing and wounding several and capturing some prisoners. 
Our camp was formed near the college, and it fell to the lot of the 
Second Brigade to i)icket the road leading south, and on which Price 
was advancing. Captain Green, Company B, Eleventh, commanded 
the picket on the Warrensburg road, composed of his own company and 
Company A, Sixteenth. Captain Palmer, Company A, Eleventh, com¬ 
manded the picket on the Dover road, composed of his own company 
and Company F, Eleventh. I am paidicular in mentioning these facts, 
because much credit is due thcvse comi)anies for maintaining their i)osi- 
tion and holding the rebel advan(*e in check as long as they did. 
When, at the battle of Lexington, on the 19th, a retreat was ordered, 
the Second Brigade was in the advance and a portion of it dismounted, 
so that it fell to our lot to cover the retreat. To enable the division to 
move out it became necessary to face the enemy with every man and 
us(^ every weapon. The howitzers here did good service, but on leaving 
the held the tongue of one of the pieces got broken, so that it was nec- 
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essary to lasli the limber and piece to other pieces in order to save them, 
which was done in the very face of the enemy and undei* his fire. The 
enemy persistently followed ns for several miles, and long after dark we 
were compelled to fight him on every piece of ground favorable for 
making a stand. The enemy ontnnmbered ns more than ten to oue, so 
that they Avere enabled to flank ns, as well as press us in the rear, 
thereby making our position a Avarm one and giving ns lively work. 
Every offlcer and soldier did well and nobly under the most trying 
of all positions. The retreat was (‘ontinned all night until 2 next 
morning. On the same day the division took up ])osition on the west 
bank of the Little Blue, eight miles from Independence, and in the 
afternoon the Second Brigade was left alone to watch the enemy, fight 
him at the crossing, and burn the bridge. It is proper to state here 
that the two companies of the Eitth Kansas Yolniiteer Cavalry were 
not with the brigade, as they had been left on the bordin* of Kansas to 
watch the guerrillas, and when the balance of the division was with¬ 
drawn from the Little Blue the two companies of the Sixteenth also 
went, leaving me only ten companies of the Eleventh Kansas Volunteer 
Cavalry. Company G of that regiment being escort for Major-General 
Curtis, and Company L, at Fort Eiley, my force being reduced, and the 
stream being fordable at almost any point, it was no easy matter to hold 
an enemy so numerous and active, all being cavalry. Major Anderson, 
Eleventh, with two comi)anies, had command of the bridge, which he 
set on fire and held until it was fairly burning, after which he fell back 
on the hill and joined the command, who then opened fire on the enemy. 
Captain Greer, with his company (I, Eleventh), had been stationed at 
a ford about one mile below the bridge, with instructions to hold the 
enemy as long as possible. He retired without firing a shot, but (‘laims 
that it was not i)ossible to do otherwise, avS the enemy were crossing at 
all points. 

Being thus menaced on all sid(‘s and the object for which I was hTt 
accomplished, the coiuiiiaud slowly fell back about two miles, fight¬ 
ing. A favorable piece of ground here p]*esenting itself, a new line of‘ 
battle was formed on the left of the Indei)endeiice road, and we slowly 
began to drive the enemy back over the ground again, dismounting 
every man for the i)urpose of shelter behind stone walls, fences, and 
houses, some ot Avhich were then held by the enemy, Avho, after a vigorous 
assault, were dislodged, thus affording us an advantage which accounts 
for the few killed and wounded on our vside, compare<l with the enemy, 
who sufiered terribly. The Eleventh Regiment here behaA^ed like old 
veterans, and gave renoAved proof of their fighting <uialities, driving an 
enemy greatly their superior in numbers to the very ground occupied 
in the morning. By this time General Blunt had come up, and other 
troops were being thrown in on the right to my support. About 200 of 
the Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker, of that regiment, reported to me and did splendid service on 
the left. Major Hunt, Fifteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, (*hief of 
artillery for Department of Kansas, reported about this time with 
some mountain howitzers, and rendered such service as only a brave 
and gallant officer can render. We thus held the enemy back for 
hours, a great portion of the time Avithout any ammunition, supplying 
its place with lusty and defiant cheers. It became necessary to with¬ 
draw the command a short distance and take up a new position, as the 
enemy, ten to one, were flanking us in perfect safety. Shortly after 
gaining the new position I received orders to Avithdraw* iny men and 
mount. The first movement had to be accomplished in the very face of 
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the enemy', and giving up to them a line of stone walls rendered the 
movement a dangerous one, and had it not heeii for the command 
already referred to, under Colonel Water, opening a flank fire by my 
directions, I question much if the reti'eat would not have been a 
fatal one; and yet it had to be done, as the ammunition train by some 
mistake was away in the rear, where 1 joined it, and supplied my com¬ 
mand anew. By this time the entire <*ommand had fallen back, and the 
Second Brigade, as ordered, formed a new line of battle on the east 
side of Independence. About this time Captain Huntoon, with his com¬ 
pany (H) of the Eleventh, joined the command. The captain had, by 
my order the day previous, been sent up Little Blue about four miles to 
guard a ford and check the enemy, which he did in his usual gallant 
style, never abandoning his position, although pressed, in a manner iso¬ 
lated, and knowing we were being driven back on his left. The caver¬ 
ing of the retreat from this i)oint was given the Second Brigade, and to 
Companies B and II was the work assigned, under my own su])ervision. 
The enemy was held for some time at bay. A skirmish was kept up in 
the streets of Independence and as far as the railroad bridge, when 
the enemy abandoned the pursuit; it was then dark. We arrived in 
camp on Big Blue about midnight, where the entire force was concen¬ 
trated. Throughout the entire engagement on Little Blue I was ably 
assisted by the field officers of the Eleventh, viz, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Plumb, Majors Anderson and Boss (the latter had two horses shot 
under him), as also my adjutant, Lieutenant Taber, together with those 
already named of other regiments. The entire command behaved with 
the utmosc coolness and gallantry, commanaing officers of companies 
vieing with each other in the discharge of their duties. I regret to 
say that in this engagement Cai)t. N. P. G-regg, Company M, Eleventh, 
received a severe gunshot wound in the right arm which is likely to 
disable him for life. The captain is one of the best officers in the service 
and it is to be hoped that he will yet be ^spared for future fields of oper¬ 
ations. At Big Blue, on the 23d [22d], the Second Brigade was ordered 
to hold Simmons’ Ford, and report the movements of the enemy. None 
coming, and the First Brigade at Byram’s Ford retreating, the Second 
Brigade in double-quick whipped around by Westx)ort and met tin* 
enemy on the State line, checked his advance into Kansas, and by the 
setting of the sun drove him back over into Missouri. Tlie fight con¬ 
tinued until dark, after which the i3ursuit was abandoned, and my com¬ 
mand moved up to Shawnee Mission, for the purpose of procuring for¬ 
age and rations. 

It is but just to say that the Second Brigade had been so actively 
engaged for vseveral days tliat little or no rations had been obtained; 
yet all were eager for the fight, and determined that Ibice (*.ould only 
invade Kansas when the little band no longer existed. The battle ol 
the Line, or Big Blue as it is called, was a very pretty one and satisfied 
my mind that the enemy’s cavalry was no match for ours on the i)rau‘ie. 
In this fight Company C, of the Eleventh, escort for General Curtis, 
joined my command on the occasion and participated in tlie fight, as 
also the howitzers mentioned as commanded by Major Hunt on Little 
Blue. A militia force, I think Johnson County, under Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel Johnson, was also ])r<^sent; another militia force camped with the 
brigade that night, but I have forgotten what regiment. Several pris- 
()nei‘s were cai)turod during the engagement and properly forwarded to 
the headquarters of Major-General Curtis. 

Early on the morning of the 24th |23d| L received orders t(j 
supply my command with ammuui|)iop and rixtions and take the 
38 R R—VOL XLl, V'V I 
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right of the line of battle about to be formed a little south of West- 
port. This was promptly done, and in front of the Second Brigade 
the enemy were driven back for over a mile aftei* a stubborn 
resistance. The command on the left had fallen back, so that I was 
not supported in that direction, allowing the enemy to come up on 
my dank and deliver a raking fire. To meet this tire and preserve 
order it was necessary to wheel two squadrons to the left, which 
was done in tine style by Companies A and I, Eleventh (Lieutenant 
Drew commanded Company 1 after the battle of Little Blue). My (*oin- 
mand fell back in good order, handsomely protected on the right flank 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Woodworth, Twelfth Kansas State Militia, who 
reported to me that morning with a part of the regiment. Colonel 
Woodworth is deserving of much praise for dashing on the enemy^s 
flank of skirmishers in the manner in which he did. After falling lack 
to Westport I received orders fi‘oin General Blunt to pass around the 
right flank of the enemy and keep in between him and Kansas, which 
order was faithfully carried out, and while our forces from Westport 
were putting Price to rout the Second Brigade whipped in on the 
right flank in hot pursuit of that portion of the enemy invading Kansas. 
At Little Santa F4 my advance company (H, Eleventh, under Captain 
Huntoon) struck the rear of the enemy and drove him out of Kansas. 
This was gallantly done and saved that portion of the State from the 
flames. The command pushed on that night to Aubrey, where a few 
hours’ rest was obtained, and forage procured. Early next morning we 
again marched for Coldwatcr Grove, where wc struck the center ot the 
enemy, skirmished awhile, and held liim in check as long as possible. 
Seeing from the route the enemy was taking he must necessarily cam]) 
about the Trading Post and that IMound City was in danger of being 
destroyed I pushed on, marching all night, a distance of sixty-tive 
miles,* arrived there at 2 a. m. on the 25th. Early in the morning the 
enemy made his appearance but was quickly driven back and the town 
saved. About this time 1 received an order from General Blunt to 
make for Fort Scott and hold it at all hazards, so that no time was 
lost, after procuring some rations for my starving command, in striking 
for that place. 

At Fort Lincoln the enemy had possession and disputed our passage. 
After A^ainly trying to dislodge him I moved off by the right flank, 
leaving a battalion to engage his attention until the command crossed 
the stream above. Arrived in Fort Scott about 4 p. m.; found the plac(i 
in the most intense excitement. The same evening Generals Curtis 
and Blunt arrived, and the next morning wo again started in pursuit. 
I would here state that near Cold water Grove I was joined by the Lyon 
County Militia under Colonel Mitchell, who accompanied me all the 
way to Fort Scott, doing excellent service, performing the night march 
and bearing up under the many trials incident to a camp life with com¬ 
mendable fortitude. Nothing of importance occurred in the pursuit 
until the 28th, when General Blunt overtook the enemy at Newtonia, 
Mo., and drove him from his position. The Second Brigade was de- 
jmved of the pleasure of i)articipating in this tight, as instructions had 
l)een received to await rations, then forty-eight hoxHs due. At New- 
tonia, on the 29th3 after returning from Neosho, the brigade was joined 
by Company L, Fifth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, Captain Young com¬ 
manding, who was appointed acting assivStant quartermaster and acting 
commissary of subsistence for the brigade, which position he still 
retains. Nothing of importan<*e trans])ired during the balance of the 
pursuit via Cassville, Keetsville, Elkhorn, Bentonville, Elm Springs, 
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Fayetteville, Prairie Grove, Cane Hill, Dutclitovrn, and to the Arkan¬ 
sas Eiver, half way between Forts Gibson and Smith. On November 
the 9th, after the pursuit had been abandoned and the division broken 
up, the Second Brigade marched for Fort Smith with Major-General 
Blunt. Kemained at Fort Smith awaiting forage and rations until the 
19th, when the march was taken up for this ])lace. Arrived at Fort 
Gibson on the 23d, remained one day to feed hay, marched for Fort 
Scott. Met on the south bank of Neosho a large supply train going- 
south. Staid with it one day, as reports had been received that the 
rebel Generals Cooper and Gano had crossed the Arkansas River for 
the purpose of capturing it. Sent out Major Ross with every horse able 
to walk to recoimoiter; found no enemy and returned. Marched the 
following day via the (^atholic Mission for grazing purposes in the 
Neosho bottom. Arrived in Fort Scott December 7. Remained two 
days to recruit animals; arrived in Paola December 12, having been 
absent exactly two months. During one-half of this time not more than 
one-fourth forage (*ould be obtained, so that with the continuous and 
rapid marches a very great many horses have been abandoned as well 
as a great many killed in battle. 

In conclusion, 1 desii*e to call the attention of the department to the 
uniform gallantry and eihciency of the following-named officers, who 
came prominently under my immediate observation and who behaved 
themselves throughout the entire campaig-n in a manner worthy of 
special mention, viz, Lieutenant-Colonel Plumb and Majors Ander¬ 
son and Ross, battalion commanders of the Eleventh Kansas Vol¬ 
unteer Cavalry; Surgeon Ainsworth and Assistant Surgeon Adams, 
Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, iii charge of medical department, 
and Captain Young, Fifth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, acting assistant 
quartermaster and acting commissary of subsistence from the time he 
joined the command. The campaign was an unusually severe one, 
’marching day and night, with often little or no rations, yet every officer 
and soldier bore up under the difficulties and hardships without ever 
grumbling, ever prompt and obedient. To lieutenant and regimental 
adjutant* Eleventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, my acting assistant 
adjutant-general, 1 am especially indebted for his zeal, activity, and 
vigilance, and I earnevStly recommend him to the department for pro¬ 
motion in the adjutant-general’s department. I cannot close without 
mentioning the tbllowing enlisted men to whom special praise is due 
for their servi(‘es on the battle-fields as aides; I had none other, nor 
could lhave had better, viz; Sergt. Maj. I. H. Isbell, Quartermaster 
Sergt. W. H. Cowan, Chief Bugler N. D. Horton, all of the Eleventh 
Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. These non-<*onimissioned officers well 
merit promotion. I hadtorgotten to mention that Lieut. \V. F. Goble, 
Company L, Fifth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, served in the brigade 
from the beginning avS battalion adjutant for Colonel Plumb and is 
reported by him as being an officer of uniform good conduct and high 
standing. The following is a list of casualties during the campaign.! 
Forty-five horses were killed and 272 abandoned. 

T. MOONLIGHT, 

Colonel Eleventh Kanms Cavalry^ Commanding. 

Capt. George S. Hampton, 

Amstant Adjutant-General, 

* Ir<a I. Taber. 

tNoiuiiial list (oniitte 1) sbowh 16 enlisied men killed, 2 commissioned officers and 
and 28 enlisted men wounded, and 4 enlisted men jnissinji. 
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Reports of CoL Charlen IT. Rlalr^ Fourieenth Kaufios CamJry^ eommand- 

ing Third Brigade. 


Headquarters, 

Fort Scotty Kans.^ November ^6', 1864. 

MaJ. 0. S. Oharlot, 

AmiHiant Adjntant-(reneral: 

Major: I send you uiy official report ot* the i)art the ^^Tads” took 
in the recent invasion, or at least those under iny command. It is 
addressed to Cai)tain Ilampton, of General Blunt’s staffi, wliicb, I sup¬ 
pose, is de rigeu)% as 1 was in the First Division. I have endeavored 
to make a ])lain, connected statement of the events, so far as my com¬ 
mand was connected with them, and trust it maybe satisfactory to you 
and the general. This militia command was an undesirable and laboii- 
ous one, but I did the best I could with the material. 

I am, major, with high respect, your most obedient servant, 

CHAS. W. BLAIK. 

Fort Scott, ICans., November ^5, 186i. 

Sir: T have the honor to submit Inu^ewith a re])ort of my own par¬ 
ticipation and that of the troops under my command in the stirring 
events connected with the recent invasion of the Departments of Kaii- 
vsas and Missouri by the rebel army under General Pri(*e. 

On the 13th of O(*tober, at 9 a. m., I re(*eived an order from (N)lonel 
tiennison, commanding the First Sub-District, to move with all the 
mounted troops of my command in the direction of Kansas City, leav¬ 
ing the dismounted men under a (*areful officer for the defens(^ ol* the 
])ost. Accordingly I placed Oaidain Vittum, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, 
in command at Fort Scott, and at 3 p. m. took uj) my line of mar(*h 
vith the following troops: Conii)anies A, C, D, F, and M, Third Wis¬ 
consin Cavalry; Companies D, E, and L, Fifteenth Kansas Cavaliy; 
Company D, Sixteenth Kansas (hivalry; right section Second Kansas 
Battery, under Lieut. D. C. Knowles; four howitzers and an ordnance 
train, under Cai)t. George J. Clark, Fourteenth Kansas Volunteer (^av- 
alry, acting ordnance officer of the distri(*t, assisted in the (*omman<l 
of the guns by Lieut. William B. Clark, Company E, Fourteenth Kansas 
Cavalry; Lieutenant-Colon el Eves’battalion oi' Ilourbon County militia, 
and Capt. John Wilson’s comx)any of independent cavalry scouts, the 
whole command numbering about 1,000 men. 1 stopped at Mound City 
four hours to rest and feed, and then])ushedon toFaoIa, airiving there 
about 3 p. m. on the 14th, having accomplished a nnu’ch of sixty miles 
in twenty-four hours. At this i)lace I drew rations for ten days and at 
daylight next morning was en route for Hickman Mills,pursuant to 
orders received the niglit before, where I arrived about dark the same 
day. On my arrival 1 received Major-General Blunl’s order brigading 
the troops of the First Division of the Army of the Border, and learned 
that all my volunteer troops, exce])t th<‘ field artillery, were taken i*rom 
me and assigned to other brigades, and I was placed in command oftlui 
Third Brigade, consisting of the folloAving troops: Capt. W. D. McLain’s 
(C'olorado) battery, six guns; Lieut. D. C. Knowles’ (Second Kansas) bat¬ 
tery, two guns; Company E, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, Lieut. W. B. 
Clark; Captain AVilson’s company of inde])endent cavalry sc^outs; Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Eves’ battalion Bourbon County militia, and the Fifth, 
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Sixth, and TenthEegiments Kansas State Militia. Brig. Gen. W. H. 
M. Fishback, of the State militia, had been in the immediate command 
of the three last-named regiments, but being indisposed, a^she said, to 
tarn over his command to the regular military authorities in the held’’ 
(a phrase n hich L could not comprehend and doubt viiether he did, 
either) he had disobeyed General Blunt’s order and ’svas consequently 
l)lace(l in arrest. Lieutenant-Oolonel Siioddy, of the Sixth Eegiment 
Kansas State IMilitia, was likewise arrested for similar disobedience of 
orders, and his regiment proceeded to the election of a new command¬ 
ing officer, which resulted in the veteran Col. James Montgomery being 
chosen as its chief. These difficulties consumed all of the 16th and the 
most of the 17th and it was fully night before all my brigade had reported 
to me. On the evening of the Kith, at 7 p. m., General Blunt started 
with Jennison’s and Moonlight’s brigades, leaving me in charge of the 
(*anip to await orders from Major General Curtis or himself. On taking 
command of the Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth liegiments Kansas State Mili¬ 
tia, 1 found them without subsistence, but partially armed, and with 
little or no ammunition, the refsult, doubtless to some extent, of the hurry 
with which they left their homes, and the inexperience of many of the 
company officers in charge. Before I had the brigade eciuipped I re¬ 
ceived (on the morning of the 18th) an order from General (hirtis to 
move toward Independence and to come by Westport to complete my 
supplies. At 8 a. m. I was on the march, and, passing through West- 
port, camiied on the west side of the Big Blue, on the road from Kansas 
City to Independence. I spent the whole of the night and a portion 
of the next day in procuring subsistence, arms, blankets, and tents for 
the command. While engaged in this duty 1 was instructed by Major- 
General Curtis not to move camp until further orders from him. 

On the morning of the 20th Lieutenant Robinson, chief engineer on 
the staff of the commanding general, arrived from the front with orders 
to fortify the line of the Big Blue, as General Curtis intended making 
his stand on that line. The 20th and 21st were spent in examining the 
country, felling trees, forming abatis, fords, and strength¬ 

ening the defenses as miudi as possible. During the 21st the Fourth 
Regiment Kansas State Militia, Colonel JMeCain, and the Nineteenth, Col¬ 
onel Hogan, reported to me, by order of Maj. Gen. G. W. Deitzler, Kan¬ 
sas State Militia, and were assigned to duty in my brigade. Captain 
Dodge’s (Ninth Wisconsin) battery had also been assigned to my com¬ 
mand in place of McLain’s, taken to the front. In the evening of the 
21st, all the troops having fallen back on this line, I established my 
command in its position of battle, where they supped, slept, and break¬ 
fasted next morning, their horses, together with all the transiiortation, 
having been sent back to Kansas City to avoid unnecessary incum¬ 
brances. My line of battle oc(*upied a J^ont of six miles, with one regi¬ 
ment (McCain’s) still higher up at Byi*am’s Ford, where the crossing was 
finally effected. Two hundred and fifty of Hogan’s regiment held the 
cavalry ford at the mouth of the Blue, three miles from the main body 
of the regiment which formed my left. Next came the colored mili¬ 
tia, and the Sixth Regiment, Colonel IMontgomery. Dodge’s (Ninth 
Wisconsin) battery and the colored battery occupied a fine artillery 
position in the center, cut out exjuessly for the occasion, supported on 
the right by Colonel Colton, Fifth Regiment Kansas State Militia, and 
EvCvS’ (Bourbon County) battalion. At the ford two miles above was 
stationed Lieutenant Knowles’ (Second Kansas) battery, supported by 
the Tenth Regiment Kansas State Militia, while still above, at Byram’s 
Ford, was stationed Colonel McCain, Fourth Regiment Kansas State 
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Militia. To this point Jeiinison’s brigade was ordered, and at 11 a. m. 
the sound of the guns showed that the battle had commenced on our 
right. Tlie Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry and McLain’s battery, which up 
to this time had been in my rear, were ordered off to the right to the 
support of Colonel Jennison, I remained in position until 4 p. jn., when 
I received orders to fall back to Kansas City. As Colonel Hogan’s 
regiment was leaving the line to bring up the rear of the brigade a 
rush was made upon him by a party of the enemy, who had been con¬ 
cealed in the brush to his front across the creek. They waded the 
creek, pushed through and over the abatis of fallen trees clear up to 
Hogan’s line, where, after a short, sharp little skirmish, some twenty 
of them were taken prisoners and the rest driven off. It was after dark 
when we entered the intrenched lines of Kansas City, and whilst I was 
placing Colton’s regiment and Eves’ battalion in position behind the 
earth-works some officer, without my knowledge, carried off the residue 
of my brigade, and placed them so securely that 1 never found them 
until the next morning. 

Eeporting to General Blunt at the Gillis house, I received orders to 
be in readiness to march at 3 a. m., but it took the whole night to col¬ 
lect the horses of the brigade, which, by some blunder, had been sent 
across the Kaw, and, while in the discharge of thi^ duty, I missed the 
chance of getting some hard bread for my men, a sort ot grab game 
being played by the soldiers in its distribution. Coloiiel Montgomery 
got his regiment off pi'omptly at the hour indicated, and by daylight I 
had the residue of the brigade under march for Westport, at which 
point I arrived shortly after the battle opened. Pursuant to General 
Blunt’s orders I formed my brigade on the high ground south of 
Westport, overlooking a little creek, the southern acclivity of which 
was covered with a dense growth of timber and underbrush. After 
the line was formed and the artillery in position I dismounted the 
militia, leaving every sixth man to hold horses, and ])ushed them 
through the timber to the front, where 1 formed them beliiud a fence 
and in front and on the left of the Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt. Before us was an open held, on the other 
side of which was the enemy in considerable force and strongly posted 
behind a stone fence, which formed an admirable cover. We were 
partly protected by the edge of timber and a rail fence. Firing was kept 
up rapidly and heavily for half an hour, the enemy being held lirmly 
in check, but I attempted no advance, as I did not know whether our 
flanks were clear or not. In a short time the Fil'teentli retired, in obe¬ 
dience to orders, and very soon after 1 received an order through Col. 
S. J. Crawford, of the staff, to fall back to my first position. Accord¬ 
ingly I marched to the rear, through the timber, and formed immedi¬ 
ately on the north bank of the creek without going clear back to my 
original position. During this the first introduction to fire of my 
militia I received invaluable assistance from Col. C. Willetts, my 
chief of staff*; Capt. George J. Clark, ordnance officer, who, having 
supplied the whole army with ammunition, came forward to the front 
and volunteered his services on my staff, knowing 1 was scantily sup¬ 
plied with staff*officers, and Lieut. L. J. Beam, Fifteenth Kansas Cav¬ 
alry, my acting assistant adjutant-general. They all worked with cool 
intrepidity and self-possession, and by their maimers and deportment 
gave steadiness and nerve to the men. 

A rumor reaching me that the enemy was attempting to flank our 
position on the right, and fearing to wait for orders lest it might be 
accomplished I dispatched a messenger to General Blunt to inform 
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him of ^vllat I was doing, and hastily threw my line up into the dense 
timber on my right, twice its own length, and then pushed it steadily 
forward. At this time I received orders from Major-General Curtis to 
make the movement Avhich I had already commenced. Thus reassured, 
1 moved forward as rapidly as the thick undergrowth and broken 
ground would permit until I came to the edge of an open field and 
formed a junction with Colonel Hogan’s regiment, which had been 
sent forward from a difierent direction. A heavy lire was here opened 
on us from a corn-field which stretched from our right front, and which 
seemed filled with skirmishers, and from a largo brick house in an 
orchard just beyond, in which a party of sharpshooters was stationed. 
In a few minutes several of our men had fallen, and the fire was inces¬ 
sant and close. I immediately ordered the right of the brigade forward 
and drove the enemy from the corn-field and house, while the left of the 
line kept straight forward through a stubble-field on their flank. About 
half a mile to the front the cavalry and artillery came out the road 
on our left and we joined the line, relieving Jennison’s cavalry from its 
position in support of McLain’s battery. We then commenced driving 
the enemy steadily before us, and from then till his retreat became a 
rout it was as much as my dismounted men could do to keep up with 
the artillery. As soon as the heaviest of the action was over I sent 
details back to bring up the horses, and pushed forward with my dis¬ 
mounted men and artillery. Lieut. W. B. Clark’s detachment of Com¬ 
pany E, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, and Capt. John Wilson’s company 
of independent cavalry scouts became detached from my brigade early 
in the morning and acted as body guard for Major-General Blunt, 
(‘barging to the support of a howitzer which General Blunt and staff, 
with the gun detachment, were protecting with their pistols from a 
portion of the enemy who were endeavoring to capture it, and partici¬ 
pating also in the gallant charge on the enemy’s rear posted behind 
the stone wall at the mouth of the lane. In this last charge the detach¬ 
ment lost 6 horses and 2 men killed, besides having several men slightly 
wounded. I pushed on to Santa F6, reaching there about sunset, and 
stopped to feed, getting the first forage my horses had eaten since we 
left the Blue. The men had eaten nothing for two days and were still 
without rations, their transportation being yet at Kansas City. I had 
three or four head of cattle hunted up and killed by Colonel Hogan’s 
regiment (the Nineteenth Kansas State Militia), which were eaten \vith- 
out bread or salt. The residue of my brigade had nothing. 

At daylight next morning (24th) we started and marched the whole 
day and far into the night, still fasting, when the head of the column 
(Major-General Pleasoiiton’s division) went into camp at the Marais 
des Cygnes; iny brigade brought up the rear of the column, and receiv¬ 
ing no orders, stood by our horses’ heads in the rain all night, or until 
the roar of artillery announced that the battle was begun. Most of my 
militia had fallen out in the terrible march of the day before from 
fatigue and want of food, leaving me only my batteries, the Sixth Eegi- 
ment, Colonel Montgomery, and Eves’ battalion, and being satisfied that 
there would be some hea^^ fighting at the front, before my brigade 
could cross the river, I hurried forward to see if my individual serv¬ 
ices could be of any avail. Leaving the brigade in chargeof myadjutant, 
Lieut. L. J. Beam, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, I crossed the river on 
the skirmish line of General Pleasonton’s division, and during the 
exciting events of the 2r)th aetc-^d as volunteer aide-de-camp on the 
staff’ of Major-General Curtis, rendering all the assistance I (*ould to 
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the otlier members of liis for^rard troops and holding 

them steady under the terrific fire of the enemy. In tills cai)a(*ity J 
liarticiiiated in all the battles of the 25th and was with tlu^ pursuit to 
t^haug'hai, Mo., from which xiohit 1 was sent back to Eort H(*ott, to 
suiierintend the forwarding of siixiplies to the army iu its continued 
pursuit of the enemy. 

It has been impossible for me to obtain reports from my subordinate 
commanders, and I cannot, therefore, make a correct return of ('asual- 
ties. From the best information 1 can gather, the entire losses of the 
brigade killed, wounded, and prisoners, will not exceed 100, of which 
tw"enty>five were taken from (Jolonel IVlcOaiifs regiment at one time. 
About forty horses were also lost. Among the sev'crely wounded is 
(;a])tain Aitkeu, of the Bourbon County battalion, who was shot 
through the thigh while gallantly leading his command in the action 
at Westport. 

The officers, with a single exception, discharged their duty taithfully 
and well, while the men behaved much better than could have been 
ex^iected considering their want of training and disiupline. 1 desire 
1o make special mention of Colonels Montgomery, Hogan, Colton, and 
Eves, Major Smith, of the [Nineteenth, ami Lieutenant-Colonel Morris 
and Major Wiley, of the Tenth Kansas State Militia, for gallantry and 
good conduct. 

(\)1. C. Willets offered his services to me before starting from this 
pla(‘e, and acted as (*hief of staff until after the battle of Westport, 
affording me much valuable assistance in that capacity. Finding 
him quite ill on our arrival at Santa Fe, 1 ordered him to Paola for 
rest and medical treatment, from which i)oint he joined Colonel Moon¬ 
light’s brigade on its mar(*h to this jdace. 

The labors and services of Ca^d. George J. Clark, Fourteenth Kan¬ 
sas Cavalry, although acding ordnance officer of the Army of the Border, 
came more immediately under my personal observation than that of 
l>erhaps any other officer, and it affords me honorable pleasure to bear 
testimony to his untiring labors day and night iu that behalf from the 
time he left until he returned to Fort Scott. All the time he could 
spare from this duty was given to me, and as a staff officer of my 
brigade he rendered great assistance, being cool and observant under 
fire and industrious and energetic in arranging troox)s. To Lieut. L. 
J. Beam, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, acting assistant adjutant-general, 
1 am more indebted than to any other officer for labor, energy, and 
active forethought. Always at his post, and always at work, he is as 
brave in action as he is laborious in the office. Of clear head and 
sound judgment, skillful and thoughtful, thoroughly versed in the 
duties of his profession, and having his knowledge always at his com¬ 
mand, he could discharge with dimity and distinction the duties of 
almost any position. Sergeant-Major Eebstein, Sergt. A. 0. Green- 
leaf,‘and Orderly Dudley Van Valkenburg, of the Third Wisconsin 
Cavalry, were transformed into staff* officers fi*om the necessities of the 
case, and discharged their various duties with alacrity, judgment, and 
skill. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. W. BLAIR, 

J4th Kans, Gav,, Comd^. 3d BrUj.^ Jst ])h\^ Army of the Bonier, 
Capt. GEOuaE S. Hampton, 

Asmtant Adjutant-General, ist l)ir„ Army of the Border, 
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Hdqrs. Sub-District No. 2, South Kansas, 

^ Fort ^cott, Kans,^ January J, 1865. 

Sir : As volunteer aide-de-cami) on your stalf, I have the lionor to 
transinit herewith, according to your direction, a brief report of events 
of tlie 25th of October last, all of which I saw and part of which I was. 

On the inarcdi of tlie night before from West I^oint down, my brigade 
oc(*upied file rear of the column, and when the column halted, and no 
word was sent to the rear to bivouac, 1 supposed that the advance 
had come to the timber of the Marais des Oygnes, and was clearing 
the obstructions which all thought the enemy would create to oppose 
our forward inovement. Acc^ordingl^-, we waited patiently, standing 
by our horses’ heads, without fire, food, or forage. Toward morning, 
becoming chilled by the rain and cold night air, I mounted my horse, 
and, accompanied by an orderly, rode forward in search of fire. 
About midway up the column 1'found a fire, and had scarcely suc- 
<‘eeded in warming my benumbed limbs when the sound of artillery 
called my attention to the front. I immediately started forward, and 
as soon as it was light enough to distinguish objects, 1 saw by the 
broken and slippery condition of the roads that it was impossible for the 
rear to get over the river till a late hour in the morning, and, sending 
my orderly back with directions to Lieutenant Beam, my assistant 
adjutant-general, to keep the brigade closed u}) to the main column, I 
hurried to the front to see if 1 could be of any service in some other 
capacity. At the same time, if a general battle was imminent in which 
all our troops would be engaged, 1 would have the advantage of observ¬ 
ing the ground before the arrival of my foi‘ce, and be ready to take 
command of them in action. Ascending the high mound overlooking 
the stream, J saw the skirmish line about midway from its base to the 
timber pushing steadily to the front. I immediately started forward 
to overtake them, having been joined in the meantime by Sergeant- 
Major Rebstein, of my brigade, and just as I entered the timber 1 was 
met by Maj. R. H. Hunt, chief of artillery on your stall*, who announced 
that there was neither enemy nor obstriudions -on the north bank of 
the river. Pushing forward, I joined the skirmishers just as they re¬ 
ceived the fire of the enemy’s skirmish line on the south bank. The 
skirmish line here waited till the advance regiment came up, which, I 
think, was the First [Second?] Arkansas Cavalry. With it came also 
Col. S. J. Crawford, of your volunteer staff, and Capt. R. J. Hinton, 
aide-de-camp, serving on the staff* of Major-General Blunt. On cross¬ 
ing the river we found, to our surprise, no obstructions, save two trees 
which had been felled in the road, and which were rapidly removed 
by the advancing troops. 

Emerging from the timber, I observed a body of men about half a 
mile distant on our left fiank, drawn up in line in front of a farm fence. 
Some discussion arose as to whether this was the enemy or a portion 
of our own troops who might have crossed below the main ford. I 
informed the officer who seemed to be in command that I was satisfied 
there was no ford so close below the main one, and emailed his attention 
to the further fact that the line displayed no guidons—a sure sign in 
my estimation that they were the enemy. The question was settled 
by the charge being sounded, and, half way to the enemy’s line, we 
fiushed his skiimishers, concealed in the high gTass, under the brow 
of a gentle declivity, who fired a hasty volley and retreated on the 
main line, which moved off* by the left fiank at full speed, our flying 
squadrons in rapid pursuit. This line of battle was formed facing the 
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west, anti about one mile anti a bait fartlier on another line was 
formed facing* the north, strengtlienedby two rifled guns and one small 
smooth-bore, the right of the line resting on a skirt of timber which 
ran up a small ravine from the main river, and the left on a knoll, on 
the summit of which was a log cabin. Flere the artillery played pretty 
fiercely, but they fired mostly with solid shot, seeming to reserve their 
shell as if it were scarce, although the screaming of the shell through 
the air was by no means unfrequeiit. At this point (Colonel Crawford 
and Captain Hinton still being with me) 1 sent Sergeant-Major Eeb- 
stein back with instructions to And the officer in (harge of the flrst 
artillery, and re<|uest him to hurry forward with his guns. Finding 
that the artillery did not arrive as soon as we hoped, and fearing the 
enemy would not stand much longer, we undertook conjointly to 
bring about a charge in the ho])e of capturing the guns. The regi¬ 
ment that had first crossed the river (the Second Arkansas, I think) 
advanced gallantly to the (‘harge on our light, but was not promptly 
supported by the regiment on our left, which was a Missouri militia 
regiment, and consequently were compelled to forego the design. At 
this time Major Hunt came to the front, and galloped up to the com¬ 
manding officer of the Arkansas regiment, and told him that the ‘‘ general 
expected him to capture those guns.” L would have dom^ so live min¬ 
utes ago, sir, if I had been properly supported,” was the reply. I 
will see that you are supi)orted,” said the major, and turned oif to bring 
up the regiment on the left. As it came up on line both regiments 
charged in gallant style, other troops (*oining close on their rear, and 
the enemy broke to the rear before coming to close quarters, leaving 
their small guns on the iield, which we took, but the delay enabled 
them by rapidly limbering to the rear to save Iheir Parrott guns, which 
were the prizes we really aimed at. 

After a short delay and moving on some distance, we saw another 
line of battle formed upon a high eminence, api)areutly about two miles 
off, but as we approached it, after firing a few shots from their rifled 
guns, they moved off* rapidly again to the rear. I here ffdl in with 
Major Weed, of yom* staff, and Surgeon Walgamott, and we advanced 
in front of the left of our line. On an emiiieiice in rear of where their 
last line of battle was formed, we came across an abandoned wagon, 
the first I had seen since the burning ones just south of their camp. 
Finding a lot of books, letters, and papers of various kinds in the 
wagon, we stopped a few minutes to make a hasty examination of the 
contents, and on resuming our foiward movement I observed that the 
brigade on our right was some* distance past us, although we were still 
in the advance of the one on our end of the line. Arriving on the table¬ 
land, which forms the summit level between the Marais des Oygnes and 
Osage, we again saw the enemy’s line, and this time it was evident he 
was in full force, although his whole line was not visible, bis right being 
behind the brow ot the hill which descended into Mine Creek. Mean¬ 
while the gallant brigade on our right was steadily advancing, with 
skirmishers well out, though brought to a check, apparently unsii])- 
ported, in the face of this overwhelming force. The artillery was ])lay 
ing with great rapidity and considerable eff‘ect. I looked at the 
enemy’s line, close, serried, and vomiting fire*, 1 looked at the dauntless 
little brigade wlii(‘h was unflinching and steadfast in its front, and then 
turned to the rear, and it seemed a fearful distance to the head ot the 
supporting (‘olumii. I called Major Weed’s attention to the situation, 
and he galloped to the rear to hurry forward re-enforcemeuts, as it 
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was evident tliat here the battle was to be fought and the desperate 
issue joined on which the fate of the south tier of Kansas, at least, 
depended. 

Advancing alone to see if possible how far their right extended behind 
the cover of the hill, the bursting in the air and the tearing up of the ‘ 
earth soon satisfied me that they were firing canister at an enemy they 
supposed were advancing on their right and hidden from view by the 
acclivity immediately in their front. This conviction on their i^art, 1 
am satisfied, saved the brigade on our right, as a rapid and vigorous ad¬ 
vance at that time would either have overwhelmed or utterly put it to 
rout. I moved to the right to get out of the sweep of the canister and 
then advanced till their extreme right was develo])ed to view, and then 
rode rapidly to the rear with a tolerably full understanding of the 
situation. Meeting Colonel Crawford but a short distance back I 
explained matters to him very hastily, told him they had commenced 
canister firing, and urged him to go back and hurry up the troops, as 
he was acquainted with most of the brigade officers of General Pleason- 
ton’s division and J had no acquaintance whatever with any of them. 
He agreed to do so and again started to the rear. I then moved 
oft* to the brigade on our right, and when I arrived there found it 
engaged at long range and halted for our other troops to come up on 
line. The enemy’s artillery was playing on this line with fearful effect 
and we had nothing but musketry to reply, but the men were steady 
and self-possessed and perfectly easy under the fire. 1 don’t know how 
long it was before tlie other bi’igade came up. To me it seemed a long 
time, and I had ridden from this brigade back toward the enemy’s 
right once or twice before it came up. When it did come on line the 
whole command advanced to short range, and for a time the fire was 
incessant and terrific. Both lines seemed like walls of adamant—one 
could not advance; the other would not recede. The crash of musketry, 
the scream of shell, the hissing sound of canister and balls, mingled 
with the shouts of the soldiers and the cries of the wounded, set off, too, 
by the walls of fire in front and girdles of steel behind, which marked 
both lines, formed a scene more easily remembered than described. 
During this terrible conflict 1 passed along the w’hole line and met 
your gallant staff officers everywhere, counseling, encouraging, ex¬ 
horting, and commanding, and the tenor of the whole was “charge!” 
It Avas evident that our only safety was in a successful charge by 
which we might captime the guns. At length the movement com¬ 
menced, slowly at first but increasing in velocity until it swept on 
resistless as an avalanche. A rush, a scramble, and all was over. The 
guns were captured, the enemy broken and fl;^ing to the rear, while 
our victorious squadrons were in almost breathless pursuit. So rapidly 
was this accomplished that when our left pushed forward into a field 
on the south side of the ravine the shell from our own artillery was 
crashing right into their midst. I was to the right of this, but so close 
that 1 could see this result, and ahso see Captain Hinton, of General 
Blunt’s sfrifl*, in the midst of our victorious line. 

Pushing rapidly forward, I witnessed the capture of Major-General 
Marmaduke by Corpl. James Dunlavy, of (Company D, Third Iowa 
Cavalry. Marmaduke was endeavoring to rally his men and Dunlavy 
was galloping toward him, occasionally firing at him. Marmaduke evi¬ 
dently mistook him for one of his own men and started toward him, 
reproving him for firing on his friends. At least I so judge from what 
I could see and hear, and so the boy afterward told me." The boy 
stopped and coolly waited till Marmaduke got Avithiii twenty or thirty 
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yards of liiin, then covered him with his carbine and ordered him to dis¬ 
mount and surrender or he wouhl fire. Alarmaduke dismounted and 
his horse ^>alIoped ofi‘. Seeing* that I was an officer the boy offered to 
turn him over to me, but I declined being burdened witli a prisoner. 
General Marmaduke then said, Sir, yon are an officer. 1 (*laim pro¬ 
tection at your hands. 1 am a general officer—General Marmaduke."’ 
I then took charge ol* him and inlbianed him that I would protect him 
until delivered to you as a prisoner of war, at which he seemed vcny 
much relieved. The boy then si>oke up and said, “ Colonel, remember 
1 took him ])risoiicr. 1 am James Dunlavy, corporal of Company 1), 
Third loAva Cavalry.” I told the boy (who was severely wounded in 
the right forearm, but who still gTasi)ed liis pistol with vigor and energy) 
to come along also, and he should have the honor of being introduced 
to you as the captor of Marmaduke. On the way General Marmaduke 
complained of being dismounted, and Dunlavy ])romptly apologized, 
saying, “If 1 had known you were a general officer i should have 
allowed yon to remain on horseback.” Marmaduke then informed me 
that he was very faint and weak and could not walk much farther. 
Meeting a soldier with a led horse J took charge of him and mounted 
the prisoner, Soon after this I met Major McKenny, of your staff*, and 
proffered to turn the prisoner over to him, but he was too intent on get¬ 
ting to the front to be tioubled with him. On my way back I saw one 
or two general officers, but ])ref<‘rre<l delivering my prisoner to the com¬ 
manding general of the Army of the Border, and you will remember 
that I accordingly placed liim in your own hands, at the same tim(‘ in¬ 
troducing his captor and giving his full name, company, and rt^giment. 
This is the true, unvarnished vstory of the capture of General Marma¬ 
duke, about which there has been so much misre])resentation in tlie 
newspapers. Having rid myself of this responsibility, I again hurried 
to the front. When 1 overtook the advam^e L found it halted at the 
foot of the precipitous mounds descending into the Osage Valley. 
Leaving Colonel Cloud, of your staff, here, Captain Hinton and myself 
pushed forward on to the skirmish line, away in the advance, almost as 
far as we could see over the smooth prairie, and on arriving there we 
could plainly see the rebel eolnmn moving straight in the direction of 
Fort Scott. At tlie same time a smaller column was effecting a jum-tion 
with it which came Ironi a i)oint to our right higher nj) the Osage, and 
which was most probably the foi’ce engaged by Colonel Mooiiligffit near 
Fort Lincoln. 

The column in our jfront moved off and disappeared from sight, while 
our own line still remained stationary in our rear. L xheked up an 
orderly from the skirmish line, who belonged to the Second Kansas 
Cavalry, and sent him back to Colonel Cloud with a message reipiest- 
ing him to try to get General rieasouton to move forward, as I feared 
tor Fort Scott, and at the same time got a citizen who had come fov- 
waird with ns to make a detour to the right and try to reach Fort Seott 
with a verbal message to the commanding officer to hold out to the last if 
the enemy struck him, as we were immediately upon his rear. Minutes 
pa ssed and still our line did not move. I grewimpatient and sent another 
man of the Second Kansas with a second message to Colonel Cloud, re- 
questinghimtosee you and tell you that the enemy was movinginadirect 
line toward Fort Scott, and that to save it somethingmust bedone imme¬ 
diately. 1 feared that some one unacquainted with the topography of the 
country had led you to believe that the enemy was diverging to the east, 
as I knew at that time lie was not. At length my suspense was ended, 
and the line began to move, and from this on there was no unnecessary 
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delay. Simultaueoxisly the skiraiisb line also advanced. 1 waited until 
General Pleasoiiton came up (lie being tlien with the advance), explained 
to him briefly the topography of the country, the direction the enemy 
had taken, my fears for Fort Scott, its situation, amount of stores, &c., 
and then hurried forward again to the skirmish line. Tlie movement 
was then rapid and continuous till the skirmish line was checked near 
fche verge of the Osage timber. The woods seemed alive with rebel 
soldiers but in rapid motion. The skirmishers kept \x\} occasional fir¬ 
ing at them until the advance brigade came up and we all charged 
rapidly down into the timber, but the enemy disax>x)eared before our 
arrival. Colonel Cloud was in this charge, with about sixty veterans of 
the Second Kansas Cavalry. He halted in the timber to rest his horses 
for a few minutes and I pushed on with the advance brigade, which I 
think was Brigadier-General McKeil’s. At all events it was commanded 
by a general officer. We followed down the vstream vsonie distance, 
ci’ossed at the ford, and just as we were emerging from the timber on 
the south side the liead of the column was fired on by the enemy^s 
skirmishers. We soon dislodged them, however, and imshed on tow'ard 
a corn-field to the left of the road. The head of the column was here 
checked by a heavy fire from, the field, and it was evident that another 
battle was to be fought. Accordingly the general formed his brigade 
in close column of comixanies, and made them a little speech while form¬ 
ing to the effect that it made no difference whether there were 1,000 or 
10,000 men on that field, he wanted them to ride right over them and 
saber them down as fast as they came to them. The men responded with 
a yell, the dismounted skirmishers tore down the fence in the face of a 
galling fii'e, and the column swept through it like a toi*nado. 

In the rear of the corii-tield another line was formed on the prairie, 
the right resting on a skirt of timber fringing a small stream, which 
tlie advance of the brigade, rapidly deploying into line, chai'ged and 
broke at the first onset. A third line of battle was formed still farther 
to the rear, in alow basin, where there had been an evident intention to 
encamp, and which was sniToimded by a semi-circle of hills, where they 
held us at hay under a severe fire for about twenty minutes or more, 
and until the whole brigade formed in line and charged. Before this 
im])etuous charge they w^ere again broken, and as 1 passed through 
their temporary halting ])lace there was abundant evidence of the haste 
they were in, in the broken wagons, dismantled forges, fragmentary 
mess (jhests, and smashed crockery witli which the ground was strewn. 
The clnnse this time lasted about a mile to th(^ to]) of the hill south of 
the valley of the Osage, and on gettirig view of the enemy again from 
the summit of this hill, 1 was gratified to observe that he was hearing 
very palpably to the east, thus giving me my first I’easoiiable hope that 
Fort Scott might be spared. 1 noticed, too, with increased satisfaction, 
that we were at least a mile east of the wive road and that for the first 
time the enemy’s direction was turned from this place. Satisfied that 
I could render no further service, 1 determined to come directly here 
to see to a certainty whether the post, which was my csx)ecial care, was 
safe or not, and to satisfy those cravings oi* hunger which, though 
persistently ignored for three da 3 ^s and nights, would still, despite of 
resolutions, occasionally become clamorous. As 1 had been a sharer in 
all the fighting, and a participant in every charge heretofore during the 
day, 1 determined to get a good position and look at one from a safe 
distance, as I saw the enemy had formed two lines of battle a mile or 
more to our front. Accordingly, I secured the highest spot of ground 
in the vicinity, took out my field-glass, unused in all thex)revious events 
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of the day, and deliberately watched the operations, Major-General 
Pleasonton directed this attack in person, avSwSisted by Major McKenny, 
who, as usual, was in the front. Of the perils or particulars I cannot 
speak, but of the results I can say that both lines broke and tied before 
our forces got even within respectable distance. I then turned the 
head of niy ^‘gallant gray” homeward, and never drew rein till I stimck 
our i)i(‘ket post three miles from town, where some forty of our citizens, 
with Col. Perry Fuller at their head, were impatiently expecting news 
from the triumphant Army of the Border. 

I cannot close this report without saying that 1 met the gallant offi¬ 
cers of your stafl* everywhere during the stirring events of the day, and 
found them always active, energetic, aiid devoted. Major McKenny, 
in especial, seemed to be almost ubhpiitous; wherever I went and which¬ 
ever way 1 turned I was sure to meet him, and he was always to ]>e 
found where the lire Avas the deadliest and the ]>attle raged the liercest. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

CHAS. W. BLAIB, 
Colonel Fotirieenili Kansas Cavalry, 

Maj. Gen. S. 11, (Ututis, 

Comdy, Kepariment of Kan,sa,s, Fort Leavemvorfh^ Kans, 


Ko. SI. 

Report of Col, flames H, Ford^ ^eeond (Udorado Cavalry,, commanding 

Fourth Brigade, 

P’^ouT ItiLEY, Kans., J>eccmber —, 1861, 
Captain: 1 have the honor to make to the major-general command¬ 
ing First Division, Army ol' the Border, the following report of my 
regiment and the Fourth Brigade, First Division, Army of the Border: 

While serving in the District of Central Missouri, Department of the 
Missouri, on the 29th September, I Avas ordei-ed to rei)ort to Major-Gen¬ 
eral Curtis, commanding Department of Kansas. He ordered me to 
concentrate my regiment at Pleasant Hill, but leave some troops to 
protect Kansas City and Independence temporarily until General 
BroAvn, commanding District of Central Missouri, could send other 
tioops. I accordingly left Major Ih’itchard with two comi)anies at 
Kansas City and tiA^o at Indei)eiulencc, A\ffiile with eight companies I 
took position at Pleasant Hill as an advance of the Army of the Border; 
I daily sent out large scouts east, north, and southeast. Fearing that 
the eiiemy might pass betAveen Independence and Pleasant Hill toAAmrd 
Hickman Mills (which was altogether the best route for him to take on 
account of water and forage), and thus get into Kansas without my being- 
able to keep in his front to check him and give prompt information, on t he 
11th instant [OctoberJ I proceeded to ni(*kman Mills, sending Captain 
Elmer and fifty men, to make a circuit by the Avay of Lone Jack, Snibar, 
and Little Blue, to the same place. I also sent Captain Evens up the 
Independence road to come in by Baytown. They both reported the 
next day nothing of importance. On the 15th Major Smith, with thirty 
men, AA^ent to Independence, distance eight een miles, and found the town 
evacuated by the troops, and the rebels, reported 1,200 strong, a short 
distance away. He immediately returned, and Avith 200 men starte4 
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out after dark to recoimoiter. On the 14:tli the major-general eom- 
manding First Division ordered me to establish my headquarters at 
Iiidepeudeuec and scout well from tliere. On the 15tii Major Smith 
returned; after passing through Iudei)endenco he proceeded about 
twenty-nine miles on the Lexington road, and making a circuit toward 
Snibar and Lone Jack, returned by Uickman Mills, but saw no enemy. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Walker with his regiment (Sixteenth Kansas Vol¬ 
unteer Cavalry) reported for duty to me per instructions re<*eived from 
department headquarters on the same day. At 2 a. m. of the 17th in¬ 
stant Major Smith, with 200 Second Colorado Cavalry and 100 Sixteenth 
Kansas Cavalry, started toward Lexington to go, if possible, to the 
town and learn what he could. During the day I received a telegram 
from Major-General Curtis that IVIajor-General Deitzler, Kansas State 
Militia, was sending three regiments Kansas State Militia to report to 
me, and directing me to report to General Deitzler by letter, and also 
to him (General Curtis) direct. On the 17th the Fourth, Twelftli, and 
Nineteenth Eegiments Kansas State Militia arrived at Independence 
and reported to me for duty. 

Oil the 18th Major Smith returned from Lexington. He reported 
he chased a few straggling bushwhackers out of that t^own, killing 2; 
he remained some hours in the town, and learned tjiat several hundred 
rebels and guerrillas had been in the place but a short time before and 
that Shelby was camped with 2,000 or 3,000 men about six miles east. 
I regret exceedingly to have to state that the brigade books and 
papers were lost in the evacuation of Independence on the 21st instant, 
so that the able report of Major Smith cannot be forwarded with this. 
On the 19th the Fourth aud Nineteenth Eegiments Kansas State 
Militia were relieved from duty in my brigade and ordered to report to 
Col. 0. W. Blair at the crossing of the Big Blue, and McLain’s Indepen¬ 
dent Colorado Battery was ordered to report to me, it a^ri^ing about 
G o’clock on the evening of the 20th. On the morning of the 21st I 
received orders to march with the Second Colorado Cavalry, Sixteenth 
Kansas Cavalry, and First Colorado Battery, to the support of Colonel 
Moonlight, commanding Second Brigade, First Division, who was re¬ 
ported as engaging the enemy at the crossing of the Little Blue on 
the Lexington road, leaving the Twelfth Kansas State Militia at Inde¬ 
pendence. The strength of my brigade was as follows: Second Colo¬ 
rado Cavalry, 384 men; Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, 400 men; Inde¬ 
pendent Colorado Battery, 116 men; live 3-iuch rilled guns, and one 
mountain howitzer; total", 900 men and six guns. Left Independence 
at 10 a. m. and reached Colonel Moonlight's i-ear, near the Little Blue 
(distance eight miles), in about one hour. I then received orders to 
place the Sixteenth'Kansas Cavalry on the left of Colonel Moonlight’s 
brigade, the battery near the center of the line, and the Second Colorado 
Cavalry on the right. We immediately dismounted and advanced 
into the bluffs aud became at onee engaged, the enemy having crossed 
the stream before our arrival. We held our ground, advancing slightly 
for some time, and at one time drove the enemy in great confuvsion, but 
his force being too overwhelmingly large he threw a large body to our 
right, which comi)elled the right to give slowly back. Tlie brigade 
was then ordered to fall back slowly to their horses, the battery 
receiving orders from division headquarters direct. After mounting I 
received orders to cover the retreat of the army to Independence with 
the Second Colorado Cavalry and Sixteenth Kansas, assisted by a por¬ 
tion of the Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, which 1 did by forming half of 
mj command in line across the road on some favorable si)ot, and while 
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that was engaging the enemy formed the remainder of the force in a 
similar manner in their rear, and when the first line became too hotly 
engaged marched it back by companies to the rear of the second line. 
I thus kept checking the enemy, giving the army time to pass throxigli 
Independence safely, not reaching there m 3 \self until nearly sundown, 
when I was ordered to march my command across the Big Blue on the 
Kansas City road (distance six miles) and go into camp for the night; 
reached camp 0 p. m., the horses getting little or no forage and the 
men likewise to a great extent without food. The troops of my brigade 
behaved splendidly throughout the whole day and covered the retreat 
with the coolness of veterans. 

I have to mourn the loss of Maj. J. Nelson Smith, who was com¬ 
manding the Second Colorado Cavalry, and Framds S. Gould, esq., 
volunteer aide upon the brigade staff, the former being killed 
instantly and the latter mortally wounded. They were brave, gallant 
men, and could ill be spared. Early in the morning of the 22d the 
Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry was ordered to ])roceed to the support of 
Colonel Jennison, commanding First Brigade, Phrst Division, at 
Byram’s Ford, and did not report to me again during the day. Mc¬ 
Lain’s battery was placed in position on the right of Colonel Moon¬ 
light’s brigade on tli^ brow of the bluff'immediately west of the Blue. 
The Second Colorado Cavalry and Twelfth Kansas State Militia were 
formed in line on the left of the Second Brigade, with the exception ol' 
six companies Second Colorado Cavalry, which I was ordered to take 
across the Blue as skirmishers. This battalion remained vskirmishing 
with the enemy until late in the afternoon, taking vSome iirivsoners, and 
did not report back to ^-Ik^ brigade until the next morning. About 2 
p. ni, I received orders to march my brigade immediately to Westport 
(seven miles distant), vhicli pla(*e I reached by the gallop in an hour 
with the Second Colorado Cavalry, Twelfth Kansas State Militia, and 
McLain’s battery. I then received orders to form on tlu‘ hill toward 
Kansas City, where tlie brigade remained in line during the night, 
with the exception of the battery, which was ordered lo Kansas City, 
but reported back again by daylight of the 23d. The men brought 
corn to their horses and rested alternately, but did not unsaddle. 
Early on the morning of the 23d E was ordered with my brigad(* 
through Westport. 1 formed a portion of the Second Colorado and 
Sixteenth Kansas on the hill immediately south of Brush Creek, with 
one section of th(‘ battery, but soon after advanced to the edge of the 
prairie and took u]) j)osition across the road to the left of Colonel Jen- 
nison’s brigade, the section of the battery being ifiaced in the road. 
For a while the firing was exclusively artillery, but the rebels advanc*- 
ing, the whole line v as soon engaged and kept up a very steady and 
galling fire for two hours or xnore. The enemy was repeaU^liy re¬ 
pulsed, and one very bold and dashing charge made by him down th(‘ 
road upon the battery was very handsomely repulsed by portions of 
the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry and Second Colorado Cavalry, the 
countercharge beang led in person by Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, 
commanding Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, and in which charge he received 
a very severe wound in the foot. Finally, in the face of a very heavy 
fire fi‘om the First Brigade, the enemy forced a very large column into 
a small copse to the right of my brigade and (*ommenced a flank fire 
upon me. 

Not having force enough to dislodge the enemy from his new position 
I fell back toward Brush Creek, forming line upon each ridge until 1 
received orders to form north of the creek, the battery meanwhile hav- 
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been placed in a commanding position on the hill. After forming? 
on the bottom, I sent part of the Second Colorado Cavalry, on foot, as 
skirmishers through the woods. The Twelfth Kansas State Militia 
were also sent into the woods on toot, doing good service. The foot¬ 
men kept steadily driving the enemy nntil the advance of the whole 
divivsioii was ordered, when our old position was regained, and after a 
short light the enemy was completely routed, and tied precipitately 
from the held. Every one advanced as speedily as possible, continuing 
the pursuit until <lark. Colonel Jennison, with portions of the Fif¬ 
teenth and Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, and Second Colorado Cavalry 
in the extreme advance, ran on to the main body of the enemy, and 
kept up a rapid lire upon him from his line of skirmishers, but the 
enemy opened a battery of rifled guns upon him, he, of course, fell back, 
having no guns to respond with. The brigade went into camp for the 
night at Little Sante Fe, with the exception of the force with Colonel 
Jennison, which camped about a milein advance of the division. As 
soon as the biigade was reorganized on the morning of the 24th, I 
started on the Line road in the pursuit of the rebel army, having the 
advance for the day. I sent three companies forward as an advance, 
which did not return to the brigade until the morning of the 26th, at 
Fort Scott. For an account of their service while absent, see inclosed 
marked F,* Reached West Point at dark, where a halt was made, giv¬ 
ing the men time to kill and eat a beef. After forming tbe brigade in 
line, I was ordered to wait until Major-General Pleasonton’s division 
passed to the front. Started again about 2 a. m. of the 25th, and 
halted until daylight about thi‘ee miles north of Trading Post, Kans.; 
distance traveled about sixty miles. After feeding the horses, I took 
up the line of march, being in the rear of the First Brigade, which posi¬ 
tion I kept during the day. After following the enemy’s trail seven or 
eight miles beyond where he left the Fort Scott road, I received orders 
to proceed to Fort Scott, reaching there about 11 p. m., and camped 
for the night. Total distaii(*e traveled during the day probably sixty- 
five miles. At Fort Scott on the morumg of the 26th instant, I reor¬ 
ganized my briga<le, a great many of the horses having given out iu 
the last two days. 1 left one section of the battery there, putting eight 
horses to the guns and caissons which I took with me. Again com¬ 
menced th(^ pursuit about noon, the time ])eing consumed in drawing- 
horses foi* the battery from Major Hunt, chief of artillery, Army of the 
Border. 

From this time until the afternoon of the 28th we continued march¬ 
ing night and day, with but short halts and small feeds, following at all 
times the trail of the enemy. About 10 a. m., my brigade being in the 
advance, we discovered the enemy’s rear in the edge of the woods north 
of Shoal Greek. I sent two companies of the Sixteenth Kansas Cav¬ 
alry into the woods as skirmishers, who soon reported that the party 
was about 200 strong and retreating fast. I then pressed rapidly for¬ 
ward, and, upon reaching Granby, ascertained that they had just passed 
through and that Price’s whole army was doubtless at Kewtonia, dis¬ 
tant five miles. The advance soon reported that the enemy’s train was 
in sight and but few men visible. I hurried forward at a gallop, and 
when within two miles of the town saw the rear of the rebel Sain enter¬ 
ing the woods beyond town on the Oassville road. The battery was 
immediately planted on the bluffs and couimeuced throwing shell, while 
the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry and Second Colorado Oavahy were 
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formed in two lines and ordered to charge down toward the enemy^s 
train, the charge being led by the major-general commanding First 
Division in person* We advanced at a gallop, with skirmishers in fronts 
until we came upon the main body of the enemy, who was formed three 
lines deep and the front line dismounted. The action was commenced 
in earnest, and for three hours with less than 900 men (my brigade con¬ 
sisting of less than 600 men) we contended with an enemy of ten times 
our number, and closed the day by diiving him from the held, leaving 
his dead and wounded in our hands. During the hottest of the engHg(‘- 
ment the enemy threw a large body of men upon our left, their hre tell¬ 
ing fearfully upon our small force, but the left, commanded by Major 
Ketner, commanding Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, never wavered nor 
flinched, but answered shot for shot. The brigade remained upon the 
held until 9 p. m.,when it went into camp in the town of Kewtonia. 
During the 20th instant the brigade marched with the division to 
Keosho, returning to Kewtonia the next day, October 30* On the 31st 
instant, after issuing rations and ammunition to the command started 
forward again on the enemy’s trail, the footmen of my brigade march¬ 
ing with the transportation under command of Lieut. M. Heniiion, Se(*- 
oud Colorado Cavalry. My brigade numbered at this time not more 
than 450 or 500 men, so many horses having given out from excessive 
and long continued marches without sufficient forage and water. 

On the 4th instant [NTovemherJ we arrived at Fayetteville, relieving 
that place ft*oin the determined attacks of the rebel General Fagan, 
commanding division in General Price’s army. About noon of the 8th 
instant arrived on the bank of the Arkansas Eiver, fifteen miles a])ove 
Fort Smith, as the rear of the rebel army was disappearing in the 
woods beyond. The battery was placed upon the north side of the 
river and shelled the opposite woods, with what success not known. 
The brigade was disbanded on the 9th instant per special field orders, 
First Division, Ai‘my of the Border, dated November 9,1864, and I 
was ordered with my regiment (Second Colorado Cavalry) to report for 
escort duty to Maj. Gen. S. E. Curtis, commanding Department of 
Kansas* 

Total distance traveled by the Fourth Brigade from October 16, when 
it was organized, until November 9, the date of special field orders dis¬ 
banding the brigade, must be over 400 miles. The casualties of the 
brigade cannot be exactly ascertained, but are reported by subordinate 
commanders, as follows: Killed and wounded, Second Colorado Cav¬ 
alry, 70; Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, 67; Independent Colorado Bat¬ 
tery, 5. Total, 142. 

The campaign just closed was the most severe upon men and horses 
that any of the troops comprising my brigade were ever engaged in as 
regards marching, scarcity of food, forage, and water, indement weather, 
&c., yet all, both men and officers, endured unflinchingly hardships and 
privations, and on all occasions behaved with the coolness of veterans 
when under fire. Where all did well, it is difficult to particularize, but) 
1 cannot forbear to mention Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, of the Six¬ 
teenth Kansas Cavalry, who, though painfully wounded at the battle 
of Westport, contim;ed in the saddle until the brigade reached Fort 
Scott. Major Ketner, of the Sixteenth, also displayed at all times 
great coolness and gallantry, being always in the thickest of the fight, 
and having at Kewtonia two horses shot under him, and in fact all 
the officers and men of the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry did splendidly 
throughout the whole campaign. Maj. Jesse L. Pritchard, command¬ 
ing the Second Colorado Cavalry, behaved with conspicuous bravery 
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and coolness at all times, and especially at the battle of Newtonia, 
where he ably obeyed aU my orders, and held the line unflinchingly 
after the carbine ammunition had been expended. Capt. W, H. Greene, 
who commanded the Second Colorado Cavalry from the death of Major 
Smith (during the battle of Little Blue) until the morning of the 24th, 
when Major Pritchard took command, did excellent service, and is de¬ 
serving of great praise. Credit is also due to Capt. W. D. M(*Lain, for 
the skillful manner in which he maneuveied his battery, and prompt 
obedience to all my orders. I must not omit to mention Colonel Treat, 
of the Twelfth Kansas State Militia, who assisted andco operated with 
me very heartily, and at the battle of Westport did good service with 
his regiment dismounted. 

To my staff offlcers I am greatly indebted tor the promptness with 
which my orders were promidgated and for their utter disregard to all 
personal safety and comfort. Adjt. Eobert S. Eoe, acting assistant 
adjutant-general, and Lieuts. William Wise and J. Fenton Seymour, 
aides-de-cam]), were especially valuable to me as 1 could at all times 
rely upon tbeir coolness, judgment, and experience in directing move¬ 
ments that were made not under my personal observation. Surg. I. J. 
PoUok and his assistants, Akin and Vance, w’ere also untiling in their 
efforts at attending to the wounded of the brigade. 

For the minutiae of the campaign I w’ould respectfully invite ;v our 
attention to the following inclosures,* viz: Eeport of Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel Walker, commanding Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, marked A; re¬ 
port of Maj. James Ketner, eommauding Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, 
marked B ; report of Capt. W. H. Greene, commanding Second Colo¬ 
rado Cavalry, marked C; report of Maj. Jesse L. Pritchard, com¬ 
manding Second Colorado Cavahy, marked D; report of Capt. W. D. 
McLain, eommauding Independent Colorado Battery, marked E; re¬ 
port of Capt. B. W. Kingsbury, commanding battalion Second Colorado 
Cavalry, marked F. 

In closing my report I have to thank the major-general commanding 
the First Division, Army of the Border, for the many favors bestowed 
upon me and my brigade. 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

J. H. FOED, 

Colonel (Second Colorado Gomlry^ late Commanding 
Fourth Brigade^ First Division^ Army of the Border, 

Capt. George S. Hampton, 

Asst. Adjt Gen.j First Division, Army of the Border, 


Ko. 85. 


Kejiorts of Maj, J. Nelson Bmltlu Second Colorado Cavalry, 

Independence, Mo., October 15,1861, 
Colonel : I have the honor to report that in pursuance to instruc¬ 
tions received from you on the 13th instant I proceeded at 9.30 same 
evening with Companies A, G, F, and L to this place. When about 
balf-way to this place 1 met Captain Moses with his company (M) and 
Company C. I came to this place with the whole command (six com- 
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panies), arriving at 1 o’clock next a. in. I then quartered my men in 
the public squar^, hitching my horses outside the same. At this place 
(Independence) I learned that an attack was expected at daylight in 
the a. m. I remained here until 9 a. m. (quartering my men on the 
citizens for their breakfast, as my command had no rations), then 
moved with my whole command cast (down the Missouri Eiver) 
hfteen miles, where I met a citizen by the name of Drake, who 
was from the vicinity of Lexington, who informed me that the day 
before two bodies of the enemy (either bushwhackers or Confederate 
troops), one of 200 and the other of 100, bad crossed the Missouri Eiver 
going north, while it was reported that larger parties had crossed the 
river going north, and it was also currently reported that a larger force 
of the enemy had crossed the river going north. It was also reported 
(by pretty reliable authority) that General Price with a command of 
8,000 had left the vicinity of Lexington last Wednesday, going south. 
I proceeded from the ])oint above referred to, traveling nearly due 
south until 1 arrived near the south line of Jackson County. I then 
traveled in a southwesterly direction for about ten miles ^ then in a 
northwesterly direction until 1 reached Hickman Mills, arriving at that 
place at 0 o’clock last evening, where, finding that all the troops of 
your command had leit, and my own command being too much fatigued 
to go farther, I went into camp, where I remained until sunrise this 
a. m., when I pro(‘eedcd to this place, arriving at 0.30, having traveled 
a distance of eighty or eighty-live miles, my men having nothing to eat 
since yesterday a. m. at (> o’clock. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

J. NELSON SMITH, 

Major Herond Colorado Cavalry, Commanding^ 
Col. James II. Ford, 

Gommandhig (Second Colorado Cavalry. 


Independence, Mo*., October 18,1864. 

Sir: For the information of the colonel commanding I have the 
honor to report that in pursuance to instructions received from him I 
left this place on the p. m. of Sunday, the Kith instant, at 8 o’clock, with 
detachments of the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry and Second Colorado 
Cavalry, viz, Companies H, K, and L, Sixteenth Kansas, commanded 
by Major Ketnor, and Companies C, E, G, K, and L, Second Colorado, 
numbering in all about 300 men. I proceeded east on the Lexington 
telegraph road, and when out nine or ten miles from this place found 
the telegraph line down and cut, which continued for every two or three 
miles until I reached Lexington. When I had proceeded about twenty- 
five miles I found that it wavS oc(iupying so much time, and the wire for 
repairing having been all used up, I abandoned the idea of repairing 
the line and proceeded on to my destination. When within ten miles of 
Lexington I commenced making inquiries in regard to the force and 
kind of force at that place^ and the invariable report was from 500 to 
700 men, about one-half Confederate troops and the rest bushwhack¬ 
ers, and not until I got within one mile and a half or two miles could I 
learn anything to the contrary, when I learned that it was reported 
that the enemy’s force had left late the night before. I dashed with 
my command into the town on the a. m. of the 17th a little after 
sunrise, but found the town evacuated by the enemy. I was in¬ 
formed by the citizens that a strong pi(diet of the enemy had been 
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posted in the town during the nigJit previous and had left at day¬ 
light; also that a small ])icket had left the town as I occupied it* i 
found but very few citizens in the streets, and they all women and 
children, but as soon as they learned that Eederals occupied the town 
what few male citizens there were left commenced crawling out of their 
holes, and the citizens generally commenced swarming around us, some 
in teai‘S, some in smiles, and some in rags, and generally appeared 
much rejoiced at our arrival, and offered us .the hospitalities of the 
town, inviting us to their homes, and acted as if they felt that they 
could not do too much for us. 1 immediately x)osted a strong picket 
about the town and sent out sciouts in different directions, as I had 
learned that a force of ffom 500 to 700 Confederates had been in 
camp only six miles from town that a. m. at daylight, intending if 
such a force was there, if not too strongly posted, to make them show 
their hands or else throw up ours. My scouts proceeded in a south 
and a southeasterly direction a distance of nine miles and found no 
force except a picket of the enemy six miles from town, which the 
scouts fired upon, killing 1 and \vounding 2. I learned that quite a 
large force of the enemy had been at Dover, a distance of eight miles, 
but that the, pickets had been .driven in li*om Lexington by the Federal 
troops and reported them in large force there, and more coming, and 
that the Confederates had got up and skedaddled. I also learned in 
Lexington (from what I consider pretty reliable authority) that a force 
from 2,000 to 3,000 strong (said to be Shelby^s force, and commanded 
by General Fagan, 0. S. Army) was down the river at Waveiiy. 

The citizens of Lexington have had a reign of terror, both loyal 
people, McClellan people, and rebels. The enemy have plundered and 
robbed indiscriminately, taking everything of value that they could 
carry away, and have left many poor families very destitute. I cap¬ 
tured 30 double-barreled shotguns brought by the enemy to Lexington 
to arm their conscripts with; also 1,000 rounds of ammunition, all of 
which I destroyed, as I had no transportation to (*arry them away. I 
sent a dispatch to Captain Eads, First Missouri State Militia, who I 
learned was at Eichmond, across the river, and who was in command 
at Lexington with his company and two full companies of citizen guards 
at the time that it was evacuated, advising him to luturn, which he 
did just as my rear guard were leaving town, J being well satisfied that 
he could hold the place if he (diose to. I left the place with my com¬ 
mand at about 4 o’clock (being out of rations), the citizens ideading 
Avithineto stay, and telling me that they would feed my whole com¬ 
mand as long as 1 chose to or could stay tluTc, I returned eighteen 
miles by same route on which 1 went in and went into camp, it being 
now dark. Just before going into camp my advance ran onto six 
mounted men, what I supposed to be the enemy’s (bushwhackers) 
jackets, and who after getting into the brush vsome distance discharged 
two shots, probably signals for the force to which they belonged. It 
being quite dark, iuy command and theu‘ horses being tired and worn 
out, I did not think it advisable to imrsiie them. I here had my tele¬ 
graph operator tap the wire so that 1 might (iommuiiicate with you, but 
he reported that he could get no circuit and I had to abandon it. 
Hearing that a force of from 75 to 100 bushwhackers had passed 
south of us just before we went into camp, I sent Captain Greene with 
his company (E) and Companies G and L, Second Colorado Cavalry, 
this a. m. just before daylight to see if he could find their where¬ 
abouts, and if so give them a turn. His (Captain Greene’s) report* 
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a<*rompauies lliis and is marked ('5 also noiiee* jaarlv(‘d A, ]ai))]islied 
l)y (\xi)taiii Bedinger, (\ S. Army, at Lexington, October 14, 1<S()4, and 
orders^ marked B, by 0/apt. George S. Eathbiin, same date and army. 
Most of tlie recruits eulisted by Captains Ratbbiin aiid Bedinger, as 
^"ell as most of tlieir conscripts, deserted and returned to their homes. 

In conclusion, I A^m^ld remark that too much credit cannot be given 
to the officers and men under my command for their good behavior and 
prompt obedience of orders. 'No com])laints whatever came to me of 
the misconduct of any man of my command. I broke cam]) at daylight 
this a. m. and ariived here at 12 m. 

d. NELSOK SMITH, 

Major JSraoud Colorado Cacalnj, CommmtdnKj, 

Bobeut S. Eoe, 

Aetg, Anai, Adjf, Oen,, 1th Bruj.^ Jsf Anny of the Border, 


No, 86. 

Report of MaJ, (lea, (leorye IB. I)eitzho\ Kansas fltate Militia, 

IlEADQirARTEKS KANSAS STATE MlLlTlA, 

Topel'Uy Deoemher // 5 , JS(J1. 

Ma-TOTI: In (‘ompliance with general Held orders from your head¬ 
quarters, dated Oaiu]) Arkansas, Kovend)er 8,1864, 1 have the honor to 
report the part taken by the troops undcTiny <*omniand in the recent 
campaign against the rebel army under Major-Gen(‘ral Pri('e: 

On the 9th day of October, 1864, in pui‘suan(»(^ of instructions from 
His Excellency tiie Governor of Kamsas, I issued orders to the militia to 
prepare themselves for active service for thirty days, and to (*oncentrate 
immediately at the points indicated in said order, a copy ofwliich is here¬ 
with inclosed.1 So prom])t were the militia in responding to this call, and 
such Avas the alacrity and enthusiasm manifest(‘d in <nncentrating at the 
points indicated, that upon my arrival at Olathe, on the evening ol* the 
12th, I found several regiments already in camp there. On the morn¬ 
ing of the 13th, having received A^erbal instructions from Major-General 
(hirtis to o]‘der all troops dire(*ted to com^entrate at Olathe to move to 
Sliawneetown, I ])ro<‘eeded to that point, formed an encainpunmt, and 
gave directions to thoroughly arm and ecpiip the troops. During the 
three succeeding days the First, Se(iond, Third, Fourth, Thirteenth, 
Fourteenth, Twentieth, and Twenty-hrst Regiments of the militia 
arrived in cam]) at ShaAvneetown. * The regiments ot‘ Kansas State* 
Militia, whhh had been ord(‘red to rendezvous at tin* city of At(*hison, 
Avere subsequently dir(*cted to i)roceed to Wyandotte and Kansas Gity. 
Orders ffiom your headquarters designating the troops in the field as 
the Army of the Border, and dividing it into two wings, the right under 
Major-General Blunt, and assigning me to the command of tin*, left, 
required several regiments of the mSitia of Southern Kansas to re])ort 
to G(ineral Blunt, who will doubtless include their acjtiou in his report. 
The fact that the citizen soldiery Avho res])onded so promptly to the 
(*.all of the Governor Avere compelled to leave their homes and business 
to the care of the women, the old and decrepit, thereby incurring 
heavy losses and great inconvenience, caused much anxiety and uneas¬ 
iness, and a strong desire to end the campaign as soon as possible. 
This feeling was largely increased by the mystery surrounding the 
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movenieiits ol’ <‘uemy, and the uncertain and conflicting information 
furnished hy the ofli(‘ials belonging to the army of General Eosecrans 
in search of Price. 

The impression became general that the rebel forces had moved south 
through General Eosecrans lines, and vre were puzzled prodigiously 
to account for or understand how a hostile army of 20,000 men could 
remain in Boonville and the vicinity foraging wide for some two weeks 
^‘pursued by General Sanborn’s cavalry with all possible dispatch’’ 
without molestation. 'No satisfactory explanation has yet been given 
of this singular effort to find Price and to draw him into a trap.” In 
my judgment it was one of the most extraordinary circumstances in 
the history of campaigning, and it created so great a distrust among 
the militia that several became discouraged and returned to their homes. 
The first development of the rebel army was made by Major-General 
Blunt, who discovered them at Lexington, Mo., on the 19th of October, 
and being overpowered by superior numbers was obliged to retreat to 
Independence. Several days prior to this I had, by direction of Major- 
General Curtis, Ksent to Independence two regiments of the Kansas 
State Militia, the Twelfth and Nineteenth, and on the 19th repaired 
thither in person. On the morning of the 21st, in obedience to orders, 
1 moved with the Nineteenth Eegiment to the Big Blue and began to 
fortify the several crossings of that stream. At tliis place I found 
Colonel Blair in command of the Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth Eegiments 
Kansas State Militia and Captain McLain’s Colorado battery. I im¬ 
mediately gave the necessary orders to erect fortifications and place 
the troops in position, and also ordered Brig. Gen. M. S. Grant, who 
was left in chai‘ge of the troops at Shawneetown, to proceed with two 
regiments of cavalry and two pieces of artillery to Hickman Mills with 
instru(*tions to fortify and defend the crossings of the Blue at that 
point, and to open communication with our forces on his left. The 
remainder of the cavalry and infantry were ordered from Shawneetown 
to the crossing of the Big Blue on the Independence road, to which 
place the trooiis under General Blunt also retreated during the night 
of the 21st. The entire Army of the Border was now in i^osition on 
and along the north side of the Big Blue, occupying every passable 
crossing of that stream ft*om its mouth to llickmau Mills, a distau(*e of 
about fifteen miles, and presenting a formidable appearance. 

Price’s army entered Independence on the 20th [21st], and on the 
morning of the 21st [22d] his cavalry made demonstrations at several 
])oints in front of my position (the left wing), in several instances diiv- 
ing the pickets in under cover of our artillery. About noon, having 
received reliable information that a heavy column of the enemy was 
moving against the right, of our line, l’ordered Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker, commanding Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, with two 
pieces of artillery, to re-enforce that position. Subsequently the 
Twelfth Kansas State Militia and Cai>tain McLain’s battery were also 
withdrawn from my lino to re-euforce the right under General Blunt. 
The enemy having forced a passage of the Blue at Byram’s Ford, about 
3 p. m., and my position being threatened from the rear, I quietly with¬ 
drew my command in perfect order, and retired to Kansas City in obe¬ 
dience to instiuctions from Major-General Blunt. Just as the troops 
commenced moving from our works on the Blue, a detachment of »ebel 
cavalry made a furious dash upon the left center of my line, occupied by 
the Nineteenth Eegiment Kansas State Militia, under Colonel Hogan, 
who received the charge with the greatest coolness and gallantry, com¬ 
pletely routing the enemy, killing 12 and capturing 10, without loss to 
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traiits soutli from Jiidepeiidence about 10 oVlock on tlie night of tbe 
21st under a strong escort, and on the morning of the 22d he moved 
with, his cavalry and some artillery toward Westport, crossing the Blue 
at ByranPs Ford, with the avowed intention of going into Kansas. He 
drove Colonel Jennison’s command to the edge of the timber, about two 
miles from Westport, where he (Jennison) was re-enlbrced by a portion 
of the militia whieli had become detacdied from (General (Irant^s com¬ 
mand at Hickman Mills. A strong detachnn^nt of the enemy moved 
up the Blue under (*over of the timber and atta(‘ked CJcneral Grant, 
throwing his command into some confusion, killing »><>, wounding 4»‘l, 
taking about 100 prisoners, capturing 1 ])iece of artillery, and compell¬ 
ing General Grant to retire to Olathe. The loss of the eneiiiy in this 
engagTement is not known, but it must have b(‘en considerable. 

General Grant speaks in the highest terms of the nulitia iiiuhu his 
command, and expresses the opinion that he could have su(*ce(Kled in 
repulsing the enemy had it not been for th(^ divSgra(*etul <*onduct of 
Major Laing. 

In his report of the aftair near Hickman Mills General Grant says: 

Major Laiug; Fifteenth Kansas Volunieer (Javalry, with four s(iua<lrons of his regi¬ 
ment, was but a short distance in my rear Avhen the light 0(>inuieii(‘ed. I ex))ect(‘(l 
he would support me, and sent him word to do so, but he would not, and did not, 
although urged to do so by every ollieer lu his eouimand. lie withdrew his eom- 
mand from the held, which had* the edect ot destroying the courage of* the men 
under Colonel Lowe (Tweuty-hrst Kansas State Militia) who also faih ' ' . * p 

me. Major Laing is responsible for th<‘most of my loss, and showed I ■■ 
the face of the ecemy. 

The enemy having forced General Grant to retire tluring the night 
to Olathe, and the cominauds of Colonels Moonlight and J<mnison, 
with several detachments of militia, to Westport, encam])etl on the 
night of the 22d on the south aide of Brush (h‘eek, about two miles 
from Westport, his line extending into Kansas near the Shawnee* 
Mission. On the morning of the 23<l I ie(‘cived instructions from the 
commanding general to remain in Kansas City, and to pla<*e the artil¬ 
lery and infantry in proper position in the intr<‘uclnn(mts and to hurry 
to the front all the mounted men. About 0 a. in. I directed Brigadier- 
General Sherry, Kansas State Militia, to assume <'.ommand of the 
works in Kansas City, and proceeded 1o West])oi‘t. There had been 
severe fighting all morning in the vidnity of Westport, and some 
brilliant charges by tbe Fifteenth and Sixteenth Itegiments Kansas 
Yolunteer Cavalry, which were resisted with great stul^bornness, and 
resulted in heavy loss to the enemy, but uo ground was gained by our 
side. The enemy’s left in attempting to advance into Kansas had been 
successfully turned and driven back by the brigades uiid(*r the gal¬ 
lant Colonels Moonlight and Jennison, who occupie<l a position near 
the Sliawnee Mission. When I arrived at the front the tiring had 
(ieased and I found onr forces formed on the bluft* on the north side of 
Brush Creek, the left resting on the road leading from Westport to 
Hickman Mills, and the enemy on the soi^th side of said creek, beyond 
the woods. The Kansas militia were dismounted and the horses sent 
to the rear, and as soon as the formation was com])leted onr forces 
were ordered by Major-General Curtis to advance, with General Blunt 
on the left and myself on the right. 

The personal presence of Major-General Curtis inspire<l the men vith 
confidence, and the whole command moved forward in perfect order 
tlirough the dense underbrush, and as they <*merged from the woods 
on the south side of Brush Ch‘eek they encoiintered the (*nemy in strong 
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greatest l)i*av^ery, drove him from his chosen position. Taking advan¬ 
tage of the confusion which occurred in the enemy’s i-anks at this time, 
our victorious forces advanced rai>idly into the open held, tiring A^olley 
after volley into the hying rebels, killing and wounding large numbers, 
who were left in our hands. Both armies were now in full view of 
each other on the open prairie, presenting one of the most magniheent 
spectacles in nature. The enemy made several attempts to stand, but 
such was the dashing bravery of our troops that they never succeeded 
ill rallying and forming their men to otl*er any considerable resistance. 
A running light was then kept up for about four miles, the enemy, 
slowly retreating in a southerly direction, parallel with and about a 
mile from the State line, in Missouri, wliep General Eosecrans’ 
advance, under Major-General ideasonton, made its aiipearauce some 
distance from tbe right of the enemy, and opened upon them with artil¬ 
lery. At this point the reti*eat be(*ame a perfect rout, and the enemy, 
running in great confusion southward, were soon out of sight. Their 
course was indicated by dense volumes of smoke from burning prame 
hay, grain stacks, &c. I accompanied the pursuit a short distance 
beyond the Blue, where we were joined by Major-General Pleasouton 
and staff. After consultation Avith that officer it was decided that the 
IT. S. forces under Generals Curtis and Pleasouton were sufficient to 
follow the rebel horde and to di*ive them beyond the States of Mis¬ 
souri and Kansas, whereujioii T reipiested and obtained permission from 
the general commanding to order the militia to their several counties, 
except the Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth Eegiments, all ti^om Southern Kan¬ 
sas, who continued Avith the pursuit to Fort Scott, Aom whence they 
were sent to their homes. 

Kot haAuug receded complete reiiorts from the scA^eral brigade com¬ 
manders I am not, at this time, prepared to make accurate statements 
respecting the number of militia in the field, of men killed, wounded, 
and taken iirisoners, nor of particular acts of gallantry and daring or 
members of the militia AAhich deseiwe honorable mention. In my re¬ 
port the (ioveruor of Kansas I will endeavor to do full justice to all. 
Suffice it to say here, that our casualties were comparatmdy slight, and 
that the conduct of both offi(*ers and men were highly satisfactory, re- 
tlectiiig great credit aud honor upon themselves and the State, and 
entitling them to the thanks of the Avhole country. 

I cannot close my report Avithout expressing, inbelialf of the people 
of Kansas, juy grateful acknowledgments for the distinguished services 
rendered in the campaign against JMce’s plundering and murdering 
army by that noble ])atriot and gallant chieftain, Maj. Geii. S* li. Curtis. 
Always at his ])ost, and ever Avatchful of the interests intrusted to his 
(iare, he saAv the threatened danger even before the invaders appeared 
at Pilot Knob, and Avas the first to sound the tocsin of alarm. With 
characteristic energy he made every iiossible preparation to meet the 
enemy, and entered the field in person at an early day, where he re¬ 
mained, scarcely leaving his saddle, until he saw the rebd horde driven 
beyond the limits of the department, and only gave up tbe chase Avheji 
both his men and animals were completely exhausted. Turning a deaf 
ear to the schemes of politicians and office-seekers Avho followed the 
army, he manifested a singleness of purpose and a devotion to duty 
rarely Avitnessed. To the knowledge and ripe experience in military 
affairs, the Adgilance and energy of Major-General Curtis, and his kind 
co-operation in furnishing arms, ammunition, and the necessary sup- 



618 


LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MlSSlSSrPPl. 


((‘HAP. JAIL 


plies to tlie militia, Kansas, in a great measure, owes her ijreservation 
from the devastating hands of a ruthless foe, and to him we tender our 
sincere thanks. 

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient serv¬ 
ant, 

GEO. W. DETTZLKE, 
Major-GenemU Kansas Ji^tate Militia, 

Maj. 0. S. Charlot, 

Assistant Adjutant^OeneraL 


Ko. 87. 

Report of Brig, Gen. W. E. M. Fislibaok^ commanding Fifth Brigade 
District^ Kansas State Militia. 

Olathe, KaNkS., December 18(1 f. 

Major-General Curtis, 

Fort Leavenworth., Kans.: 

Bin: I have the honor to transmit lierewith a copy oi* my ottieial 
report to Maj. John T. Morton, assistant adjutant-g(m(‘ral. 

Very respectfully, your obeilient servant, 

W. ir. M. EISIIBACK, 

Brigadier- General, 


nnc^BS. 5Tn Bnia. Distriot, Kansas State Militia, 

Baola^ October 1804. 

Major : 1 have the honor to submit the following report of 1 lu^ acdion 
of this brigade while in a(*tiye service, under pro(‘lainatioii of the (Com¬ 
mander in chief, dated cm the 8th instant: 

In obedience to General Orders, Eo. —, of Maj. Gen. George W. Ueitz- 
ler, dated Topeka, October 8 [9 1 ,1804,1 dispat(*hcd messengers forthwith 
to the diderent regimental coiunianders in my district, ordering every 
man liable to duty immediately into the field, concentrating my for(*es 
in accordance with said orders at Paola, Kans. The order was obeyed 
with a promptness truly astonishing, especially when we consider the 
sparsity of some of the settlements in South Kansas and the great 
distance traveled in notifying the men. Eever was there an order 
obeyed with greater alacrity. On the evening of October the 10th 
instant the Fifth Eegiment Kansas State Militia, Col. G. A. Oolton, 
had organized, and reported for dutyj on the 11 th instant the Tenth 
Eegiment Kansas State Militia, Col. William Pennock, was on the 
mar(‘h irom Franklin and Anderson Counties, and marched to iny head- 
(piarters on the 12 th. On the 13tli instant X was ordered by Maj. Gen. 
James G. Blunt to inarch all my available foiTes to Hickman Mills, 
Mo., which np to this date consisted of the Fifth Eegiment Kansas 
State Militia Cavalry, Col. G. A. Oolton, 471 men 5 the,Tenth Eegiment 
Kansas State Militia Cavalry, Col. William Pennock, 751 men. Of 
these I reported to General Blunt 528 men, without arms and all with 
little or no ammunition, but on his solemn promise to telegraph to 
Leavenworth for sufficient arms and ammunition to meet ns at Aubrey, 
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Kans., as also to fiu’iiivsh us with blankets, eaiup e(jnii>ag<‘, aud all 
tilings necessary for tlie campaign, on tlie moriiing of tiie 14tli instant 
Ave took up our line of march lor that place, leaving Capt. AV. R. Wag- 
staff in command of the post. Arrived at Aubrey about 3 i). m., was 
informed by General Blunt that the arms and ammunition were at 
Oxford, where Ave avouM march next morning. In the meantime I sent 
a detail of men Avith transi^ortation for all the arms and ammunition 
that could be had at the post of Olathe, and got about 5,000 rounds of 
ammunition, but no arms. I then ordered my <mmmand to Oxford, 
Kans., and still finding that arms and ammunition had not been for¬ 
warded to that place, according to the generaPs solemn i>romise, the men 
became demoralized, and those Avithout arms and ammunition refused 
to proceed farther Avithout them. I here Avas compelled to order all 
men without arms and ammunition back to Paola, Ivans., for arms and 
ammunition, and marched to Hickman Mills with those who had arms, 
some of which were unfit for seiwice. On the 15th instant the {Sixth 
Regiment Kansas State Militia, Lieut. Col. James H. Snoddy command¬ 
ing, reported to me for duty at Hickman Mills, Mo., consisting of 530 
men. On the same day General Blunt transmitted to my headcpiarters 
the following general field orders: 

General Field Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Diausion, Arma" op the Border, 

No. 2. > In ilie Field, Rickmun Mills, October 1,1,1804. 

The troops of the division, Army of the Border, are hereby organized into brigades 
as follows, to wit: 

I. First Brigade, under command 6f Col. C. R. Jennisou. Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, 
will consist of the Fifteenth Kansas Cavahj, detachment of the Third Wisconsin 
Cavalry, and five mountain howitzers. 

II. Second Brigade, under command of Col. T. Moonlight, Eleventh Kansas Cav¬ 
alry, will consist of the Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, detachment of the Sixteenth Kan¬ 
sas Cavalry, detachment of the Fifth Kansas Cavalry, and four mountain howitzers. 

III. Third Brigade, under the command of Col. C. W. Blau*, Fom*teenth Kansas 

Cavalry, will consist of the F'f^’' P Kansas State Militia, commanded by 

Col. G. A. Colton; the Sixth '.'-o * ■ * •' State Militia, commanded by Col. 

James D. Snoddy; the Tenth Regiment Kansas Stale Militia, commanded by Col. 
AVilliam Peimoek, under the immediate command of Brig. Gen. A\". IT. M. Fislibaek, 
Kansas State Militia; Independent Battery Colora<lo Volunteer Ai tillei,\, and se<*tion 
of Second Kansas Battery, Commanding ofiicers «•!* detachments, and 

batteries will report immediately to commau<Uiig mi*. •!'■ «• nrigades foi* further 
oi’ders. 

By command of Maior-General Blunt: 

GEO. S. HAMPTON, 
Asithhtn f .i djutaHi-Gvnera 1. 


This order of General Blunt I considered a most wanton and uncalled 
for assumption of authority on his part, contrary to the sxiirit of the 
militia law of Kansas, and in direct violation of the understanding 
tinder which the militia Avere called out, and a gross breach of good 
faith toward those men who At^ere assured they would be led by their own 
ofiicers, and as Kansas militia they should be kei)t under the control 
of militia officers, the whole under the command of Maj. Gen. George W. 
Deitzler, Kansas State Militia, an officer of great experieiu*e and tried 
bravery, almost the first of the sons of Kansas who sprang to arms at 
the call of his country, who led the First Regiment Kansas Volunteer 
Infantry during the first years of the rebellion, and Avho freely shed his 
blood for our common country, and one in whom all had unbounded 
confidence. Yet this order of General Blunt sweeps the brigade wholly 
from our control and places it for the time being beyond our reach. 
This I could not consent to Avithout orders from the major-general of 
the Kansas State Militia. I immediately dispatcheil a messenger to 
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liiiii Avitli a. copy of tlie ordei* anti a slatciHcnt <>i‘tlu^ facts, at Shawnee- 
town,* Kaus., which was promptly answercnl as follows, to wit: 

III1: VIKiUAll rtlRS IvANSAfc. MlLIlIA, 

In Camp at Shtiinueiowu^ Odobu 1(1, 1S64. 

Gen. W. H. M. Fishback, 

Kansas State MilitiUj JELictunan Mills, Mo,: 

General : The order of Genera,! Bhmt with >onr indorsement is received, 1 am 
directed hy General Leitzler to say that while you me expi‘ctGd to ohcy all lawful 
orders issued hy General Blunt, you are not lequirtMl to rc])ort to an odioer of infe¬ 
rior rank for duty. The utmost harmony amona the ioiecs which this exigency will 
throw together IS especially desirable; yon cannot, ho\\e\er, l)e (‘X]>ec1ed toohey an 
order which has neither the sanction of laiv 1101 usage. You i\ ill therelbie retain your 
command until superseded hy a ranking otticer. 1 have not ' ■ ’ jh!- ! •"■■uht that 
General Curtis will take the same view of the niattei, and ■■ ■ ■, persists 

in the order a statement of the facts to General Curtis mil set all right. The order 
and indorsement as received AviU he foi waided to GeiuTal (hirtis. 

1 am, general, very respectfully, your ohedient s(‘r\ant, 

(). K. LEARNARl), 
Colond and Chief of Staff. 

For the reasons already stated I declined to obey Oeneral Jllunt^s 
order, believing as 1 did it was an insult to the State and well (*alcu- 
lated to demoralize the men, and as you are aAvart^ did dcmoi'alize whole 
companies Avho had not yet crossed the line, and avIio refused to (*ross, 
fearing their rights as Kansas men and Kansas militia would there no 
longer be respected. liei)orts, ai)parently rcdiable and a\c11 authenti¬ 
cated, had at this time reacdied me calculated to create tJie deepest 
alarm among our brave men in the held, who had left their wives, their 
families, and their jiroperty at home on the border almost wholly un- 
pi'otected. That largo bands of guerrillas were threatening our border 
in the viciinity of Fockville and Monud City, and as our lin(» was un¬ 
protected, there being but few trooiis of any descript ion/lVom Olathe to 
Fort Scott, and up to that time we had had no delluite information of 
Price or his whereabouts, 1 (let<u‘min(*d to send a j)ortion of the Kansas 
State Militia to Rockville, on the line southeast of Paola, to scout and 
guard the country apparently in the most immediate danger; for this 
purpose, and in obedience to my order, a (iopy ol‘ which is herewith 
inclosed, the Sixth Riegiment Kansas State Militia, Ijieuteuantr(/oIonel 
Snoddy eommanding, marched from (*am]) on the J dtli instant, and when 
out some three or four miles they Avere overta.ken by (bmeral Blunt, as 
I am informed, with six companies of the Fiftecmtii l^lc^giment Kansas 
Volunteer Cavalry, and one howitzer, and Avere or<l<u*(Ml to halt umUn* 
])enalty of being i1r(‘d upon. Lieut(mant-( loloiud Snoddy was disarmed 
and Ksent to the rear* of Jus regiment, and his men itiarclied back to cam]) 
and were direc'ted by General lUuat to cle(*t a (M)loiiel, a lieutenant- 
colonel, and a major—a lieutenant-colonel in the place of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Snoddy, whom had deposed, and a (*olonel and major to lill 
existing vacancies; a high-handed assnniption of power in keeping with 
his other acts. I was then idaced under arrest by Special Field Orders, 
Ko, 3, issued by General Blunt, and Avas scut under guard to Jhnila, 
Kans. Upon my aa*rjva.l there 1 found an order had already been re¬ 
ceded by telegraph from Maj. Gen. S. li. Curtis, commanding l)(*part- 
ment of Kansas, for luy imidediate release and return to my command. 
1 was, of course, much gratified to find that that stern old patriot hero 
(theWheel-Horse of the Campaign’^) had seen through the flimsy 
pretext under which the arrest was made, and had so promptly ordered 
my release, an<l thus so pointedly discountenan<*ing the arbitrary act 
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of Ms subordinate, General Blunt. In baste 1 returned to my brigade, 
then encamped on the Big Blue, four miles southeast of Kansas City, 
IMo., and again took command. 

We were now engaged in fortifying our position against the approach 
of the enemy, who was steadily advancing upon us. On the 21st I 
was ordered by Major-General Deitzler to proceed to Shawneetown 
and Shawnee Mission and bring uj) at once all the remaining forces 
that had assembled at those points, which was promptly done, and, 
with the exception of a few stragglers, the entire command took up theii* 
line of march for Westport and the crossings of the Big Blue, and 
were still employed on the fortifications when the enemy appeared in 
our front. The Fifth, Sixth, and Tenth Kegiments Kansas State 
Militia were stationed at the ford at the Independence road, which 
had been well fortified, and after some slight skirmishing the enemy 
moved up to Byram’s Ford, and there, after a stubborn but ineffectual 
effort on our part to impede his progress, he effected a crossing toward 
evening and our forces were ordered by Major-General Cuifis to fall 
back to Westport, Mo. On Sunday morning, the 23d instant, the 
enemy appeared in line of battle south of Brush Creek, near Westport. 
Generals Curtis and Blunt occupied a position in front and directed 
our movements in person. At about 8 a. m. our entire force moved out 
to meet the enemy, and took position on Brush Creek, extending our 
lines from east to west, Colonel Jennison’s brigade occupying the left. 
Colonel Moonlight’s the right, and my brigade the center. Here the 
brigade was dismounted and acted as support to the batteries. 

The battle at this point was fierce and stubborn and with varying 
success, neither side gaining any decisive advantage for more than 
three hours, the rebels hotly contesting every foot until about 11 o^clock, 
when they began slowly falling back. Our men stood up nobly to their 
work and maintained their ground like veterans, and, seeing their ad van¬ 
tage, were eager to pursue. The euemy’'were now plainly feelingtheir way 
out and losing nerve. Our boys commenced and soon the whole woods 
resounded with loud aud long-continued cheer after cheer as we drive 
them and push them from the timber. Our batteries are now hurried 
through the corn-fields, followed by the militia, who are supporting them. 
Here we have punished them severely; their dead are numerous and lie 
on the field unbnried. Our loss compared with theirs is trifling. By 12 
o’clock we have reached the open prairie four miles south of Westport, 
when we see on our left as far as the eye can reach a long column 
advancing toward us. We are inspired with a new and intense interest; 
we look and listen; we are not long in doubt; we hear the artillery of 
Generals Pleasonton and McKeil; they have at last reached ns and given 
the enemy’s right a taste of their powder; we now have them upon 
the Ml); the retreat becomes a perfect rout; we cannot keep pace with 
them. The battle is over, the victory won, and nobly won, aud we feel 
that Kansas is safe; we breathefi?eer. We have done our whole duty; 
the volunteers keep up the pursuit, while the militia wait for their horses. 
This has been a glorious day for Kansas. She may well be proud of her 
militia. The Fifth Begiment, Col. G. A. Colton; the Sixth Eegiment, 
Col. James Montgomery; the Tenth Regiment, Col. William Pennock, 
composed the brigade under my command, and all, without an exception, 
behaved with splendid gallantry aifd continued the pursuit closely until 
the night of the 24th instant, when General Pleasonton’s command took 
the front. Seeing that pursuit was useless on their part and being 
almost entirely exliausted from fatigue and hunger, some of them fell 
behind, while others presvsed on with me and participated in the fights 
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at the Marais des Cygues, IMiue Creek, Little Osage, and soiitheaKt of 
Fort Scott, all of which were liard>fought battles and victories gained for 
KausavS. Night coming on wc retired to Fort Scott till the morning of 
(he 26th instant, when I still tendered my brigade to General Onrtis if 
needed in the farther pursuit of the enemy, but the general thought 
best to leave the militia to guard their homes and issu(‘d the following 
held orders, to wit : 


\HTi^ns Uepau'IMkni ok Kamsas, 

In th( Fidd, Foit luai'j., Ocfobtr Jh, 18hf, 

Gen. W, 11 M. Pishbaok, Kansas State Militia, amU retuiii to liis liea<l<|nar- 
tors at Paola, Ivans. Ilis (ominand ina> letmii to the vicinity of their liomes lor the 
presscnt, hut will hold thcinseU es in ie«idmebs to icpcl laicls at a uiomenVs notice. 

By order of Major-Gt^noral Uuitib: 

S. S. (UIRTIS, 

Major and Aide-dc-Catnj). 

Ill oliedieiuT to tlie above ordei* 1 ordered all the militia at Fort Scott 
from my district to inart^h to the vicinity of their homes and hold them¬ 
selves in readiness to repel raids subject to the commander in chief, 
among whom wavS the gallant Col. James JVlontgomery, commanding 
Sixth Regiment Kansas State IMilitia, who of my brigade was last to 
(piit the chase; also Colonel Mitchell, commanding Eleventh Regiment 
Kansas State Militia, who had fallen in v ith the command on th<‘. way, 
and others who up to tliis time ha<l not reported to me for duty, but are 
all dcvserving of gr(‘at jiraiso tor their bravery and patriotism. I have 
up to this time received no official report from any of the regiments in 
my brigade and cannot give the precise number of killed and wounded, 
but from unofficial i eports am assuRTl that they are very few indeed. 
Among the oificers of niy staff who deserve especial mention are 
Capt. J. 11. Hovey, brigade <iuartermavSter; Surgeon Holliday, brigade 
surgeon; Capt J. l\ Way, commissary. The other members of my 
staff were relieved from duty while I was under arrest and their places 
were supplied by W. ^V. Mobley, acting assistant adjutant-general; 
W. W. Updegiuff ami Capt. S. I>. Wheat, aides-de-camp, who were 
with, me on the field at the battle near Westport, on Sunday, the 23d 
instant, and displayed great bravery in that engagement. 

1 have the honor to remain, major, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

W. JL M. FlSllBAOK, 

B r Ujad t er-0 en era L 

^Laj. John T. Mouton, 

AmHta n t Adju fa n f- den era 1. 


No. SS. 

Reports o/ Rierlhif/ Priae^ (\ N. Arnnf, 

llKAT)4trAKTEHS AKMY IN THE FIELD, 

Camp No, JO^ Dardanelles^ ^LrA\, Beptemher 6*, IfiOd, 

J liavc the honor to report leaAdng Camden on the 28th ultimo. The 
cavalry being at Princeton, T assumed command on the 20th and started 
in th<^ direction of Little Rock. When at a iioint within seven miles qf 
, Benton 1 diverged with the colmiiii to the left, taking a northwesterly 
direction, sending General J. F. Fagan a(*ross the Saline River to make 
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a clemonstratiorL toward Little Eock and at tlie same time protect my 
right dank. On the 5th instant he joined me, bringing up the rear. I 
reached the Arkansas Eiver at Dardanelle to-day. Greneial Manna- 
duke’s command has already crossed and will hold the front until the 
trains are over. Colonel Harrison’s brigade delayed so long in coming 
that I could not v^ait for it, and left orders for him to report for duty to 
the commander of the District of Arkansas if he diet not arrive at 
Princeton within three days after my leaving. There is a small Federal 
force at Lewisburg, and some scouting parties were in this neighborhood 
on the north side of the river to-day. I have some sick from the effects 
of the summer campaign, but the troops are in the very best of spirits. 
I (‘ommunicated with Brigadier-General Shelby while at Princeton. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

STEELING PEICE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 

Col. S. S. Andersois. 


Headc^uartebs Army op Missouri, 

Indian Ford^ on Current JKircr, 

Bir 2Liles aboee Pittman^s Ferry^ Mo,^ Gamp No, 21 

September 19,1S6L 

To-day we have entered the State of Missouri with our forces in fine 
health and spirits. We found the roads very rough and bad, but have 
not suffered much from that cause. Our strength is nearly 8,000 armed 
and 4,000 unarmed men—Fagan’s division much the largest, Marma- 
duke’s next, and Shelby two brigades. Parties of Federals were en- 
(‘ountered by our advance, who are now pursuing them. I learned 
from General Shelby yesterday that 3,000 or 4,000 re-enforcements went 
to Little Eock; part of Smith’s corps. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

STEELING PEICE, 
Major-General, Commanding, 

Col. S. S. Anderson, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Army Headquarters, 

Camj) No. 60, Boonsborough, Washington County, Arh,, 

November 2,1864. 

I have the honor to report my arrival at this point last night, being un¬ 
able from the number of forces brought against me to maintain my column 
in Missouri, encumbered as it was by unarmed men and undisciplined 
recruits. Entering the State of Missouri from the southeast in Eipley 
(’ounty, I marclied northward in three columns, reuniting at Frederick- 
town; then moved on and carried Ironton and Pilot Knob, making a 
full reconnaissance as far as Saint Louis County, destroying the Iron 
Mountain Eailroad and southwest branch of the Pacific Eailroad; then 
turned northwest, striking the Pacific Eailroad at Franklin. From that 
the railroad was destroyed at various points westward and the cross¬ 
ings of the Meramec and Moreau Eivers forced until the enemy were 
driven into their works at Jefferson City. From positive information 
received of the forces there my trooiis were drawn off and moved on 
Boonville, where a small force surrendered; thence west toward Lexing- 
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ton, meantime throwinij,* a Ibrce on Glasgow and Hedalia and (‘apturing 
botli. At Lexington I met General Blunt’s forces of Ml^ssouri, Kansas, 
and Colorado troops, and diove tliein back toward Independcu(‘e, they 
contesting the crossing of the Bine very fiercely, ILto, from inter(*epted 
dispatches and other sources, I learned that a heavy for(*e u iider Generals 
A. J. Smith, ]M(‘¥eil, Sanborn, and others were establishing their lines 
about thirty miles south and parallel to my line of march and the Misvsoui'i 
Eiver, while General Eosecrans with a heavy column of inlantry—in 
all about o0,0(K) strong—wer<^. following as fast as the impair(‘d state of 
the roads would admit, and I was obliged, after forcing the enemy into 
Westport, to fall back southward. They were thus enabled to mass 
their forces on my column, and when south of th<^. Osage by the rapid¬ 
ity of their marches were enabled to come suddenly upon my rear 
and strike a severe blow, capturing several pieces of artillery and 
between 300 and 400 prisoners, including (rcnerals Marmadukc and 
Cabell, and Colonels Slemons and Crandall. The enemy followed as 
far as ISTewtonia, where they were signally repulsed, b(‘ing driven for 
three miles with much loss, sin<*e which tiiiie they have not been heard 
from as advaiiciug. 

The details of this expedition, with casualties, will b<^ given in a 
future report in full. On account of tlu^ bi;okcn-dowr» condition of the 
stock and ^scarcity of forage I will divide the command, crossing the 
Arkansas Eiver at ditierent {)()ints. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, yours, &c., 

STEELINCJ miun% 

Major- Genera I, Gom man din </, 


Col. y. y. Andeuson, 

Assistant Adjntant-(reneraL 


Akmv Heaix^xtahters, 

Gamp No. 75j uf Bogpif Depots (J. A., November IS, isai. 
On the 2d instant 1 forwarded from Boousborough, Ai*k., a synopsis 
of my cami)aign in Missouri, which 1 di8i)at(*hed by sjuKaal courier 
to WavShiugton, As it may not have rea(*h(ul yon, I inclose an official 
copy of it.’* yin<*e them 1 have moved my (‘ominand by slow marches, 
crossing the Aihaiisas Eiver below tln^ month of the Canadian on the 
7th instant, and through Perryville to this point, which 1 reached to-day. 
At Boonvsborough, on the suggestion of General Eagan, 1 detached two 
of his brigades (McCray’s ami Dobbin^s), along with Freeman’s brigade, 
of Marmadnke’s division, to tak(^ the route to Northeast Arkansas, with 
instructions to collect all stragglers and deserters, ami report south of 
the Arkansas Eiver, at or near Washington, by the l»5th, 20th, and 25th 
days of Decicmbfer, resi>e(*tiv(dy. 

On the 9th instant 1 also ap])rovedan order of General Fagan to send 
yiemons’ and Cabell’s brigades to Arkansas, with permission to fur¬ 
lough the men until December 10, at which date the former will ren¬ 
dezvous at Miller’s Bluffi and the latter at Spring Hill. At the same 
time 1 sent Colonel Tyler’s brigade ahead, which will march by Doaks- 
ville, while I, with General Shelby’vs division and Gen(U'al Clark’s bri¬ 
gade, will march south to Texas, taking the Bonham road. General 
Fagan and (‘S(i()rt going by Doaksville to Washington, Ark., to ♦meet 
his command there. Since leaving Cane Hill my animals have lived 

* See next, (utle. 
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entirely on tlie dry grass found along the line of march, and very many 
have perished,*and it is with diffieiilty that I am enabled to move my 
train. The men also have suffered much on account of want of bread- 
stuffs and salt and the scarcity of beef-cattle, until lately partially 
relieved by the kindness of Generalfe Cooi)er and Stand Watie. Gen¬ 
eral Maxey also is co]le(‘ting sup])lies at Doaksville for those going that 
route. I shall be compelled to move my command slowly for several 
days until I get within the region of supplies and forage, when I will 
march eastward toward Clarksville, where instructions from General 
Smith can meet me, and unless otherwise instructed Avill (‘ontinue 
toward Fulton. 

I have the honor to be, very resx3ectfully, 4&(\, 


Col. S. S. Andekson, 

Assistant Adjntant-(General. 


STEELING PRICE, 
Major- General^ Gomnnindinfj, 


Washington, Auk., December iSfSI. 

General: T have the honor to make the following report of my 
operations in the lat(. ex])edition into Missouri: 

1 regret to state that the rejicrt is meager and incomplete in many 
of its details, for the reason that Major-General Marmadiike and JBriga- 
dier-General Cabell, who bore so honorable and conspicuous a part in 
the greater part of the expedition, were captured before its close ami 
are now prisoners in the hands of the enemy, while Major-General 
Fagan, who commanded the Arkansas troops who composed so large a 
liortion of the forces engaged in it, has as yet been unable to make 
any re^iort; neither have any been received from his subordinate com¬ 
manders. 

In conformity witli the letter of instructions of General E. Kirby Bmith 
of the 11th of August, 1804,1 made immediate arrangements for a move¬ 
ment into Missouri, as concluded upon in my interview and conterence 
with him upon that subject, Avith the cavalry forces in the District of Ar¬ 
kansas which was then under my command, being promised, in addi¬ 
tion, the brigade of Louisiana cavalry commanded by Colonel Harrison, 
estimated at 1,500 strong. At the same time information in full detail 
of the proposed movement, of the routes intended to be pursued, and 
probable time when it would be made was without delay sent by me 
to Brigadier-General Shelby, who then commanded in Northeastern 
Arkansas, with instructions to make an attack, when in his judgment 
he should deem it advisable, upon Devall’s Bluff and the railroad be¬ 
tween Little Rock and the White River in possession of the enemy, 
and by diverting their attention from my own movements enable me to 
cross the Lower Ai-kansas—the route then proposed—and unite our 
forces Avithoiit danger of failure. These instructions were carried out 
in full by General Shelby and resulted in his attack upon the raihoad, 
terminating in the most complete success, over 400 Federals being cap¬ 
tured, 300 killed and Avounded, vsix forts taken and destroyed, ten miles 
of railroad destroyed, as well as vast quantities of forage, &c., ftdl 
particulars of which are contained in the accompanying report of Gen¬ 
eral Shelby. This exploit wa.s one of the most brilliant of the war and 
cast additional luster upon the well-earned fame of that gallant gen¬ 
eral and the men and officei s under his command. 

40 R B—VOL XLl, PT I 
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It was part of the plan concluded upon that I should cross the Arkan¬ 
sas Elver about the 20th of August with the troops under my immediate 
command, but from delay in receiving the necessary ordnance stores I 
was unable to do so. Mnally the required complement was received on 
the 27th, and on the 28th of August I was relieved from the command 
of the District of Arkansas, crossed the Ouachita Eiver, and on the 
29th arrived at Princeton, where the <livisians of Eagan and Marmaduk(^ 
were, and assumed command of all the cavalry in the District ot* Ar 
kansas, according to the instructions of General E. Kirby Smith above 
referred to. In the meantime, owing to the delay in starting, I was of 
the opinion that the enemy had become informed of my intended line 
of march, and I concluded that I would cross the Arkansas Eiver at 
the most feasible point north of Little Eock and south of Fort Smith, 
taking into consideration the probable means of obtaining forage and 
subsistence. 

On the 30th I accordingly took ui) my line of inarch in the dire<*tion 
of Little Eock and arrived that afternoon at Tulip, a distance of nine 
miles. Golouel Harrison’s brigade had not yet arrived, but as I could 
no longer delay T left instructions at Princeton directing him if In^ 
should arrive there within three days to follow on and Ibrm a jun<*tion 
with me, giving him information of the route I should travel; but in 
cawse he did not reach that place within that time i>hat he should th(^n 
i*eport to the commanding general of the District ot Arkansas. Col¬ 
onel Harrison did not take part in the expedition. On tlu^ morning ot 
the 31st I resumed my line of nuuvliin the same direction as on the ])re- 
vious# day, and (iontinued on the same until I arrived within seven miles 
of r)enton, when 1 diverged to the left, taking a northw<sst dire(*tion, 
sending lVIa{ior-Gencral Fagan across the Saline liivev to make a demon¬ 
stration toward Little Liock and at the same time protect my right flank. 
Oil the 5th of September he i‘(*joined me, bringing u]) the rear. 

T reached Dardanelle on the 0th day of SepteinbeA*. The country 
through which I had passed was hilly and in somfe iiarts mountainous, 
sparsely settled, but plenty of forage and subsistence had been obtained. 
The Arkansas Eiver being fordable at this point, on the 7th L crossed it 
with the command and train and marched to Dover, a distance of 
fourteen miles. Major-General Marmaduke with his division and a por¬ 
tion of histi'ain had already crossed it before my anival, thus covering 
the crossing of the remaining portion of the army. 

At Princeton verbal and written commnni(*ations had Iw^en s(Mit to 
Brigadier-General Shelby apprising him of the (*hange of route and di¬ 
recting him to form a Junction with me at Batesville, butiij) to this time 
had 3’eceived no information from him of his movements or^iosition, I 
resumed my line of march in the direction of the last-mentioned pla<*e, 
Major-General Fagan, with Ids command, marching along the Siuing- 
fleld road, and Major-General Marmaduke’s headquarters and train on 
the Clinton road, marching by separate roads on account of the s<*arcity 
of forage and for the purpose of ridding that section of the (‘oiintry df 
deserters and Federal jayhawkers, as they are termed—?. c,, roblxu’s and 
murderers—^with which that country is infested. These bands, how¬ 
ever, dispersed and took refuge in the mountains at the approach of the 
army, although several of them were killed and a small number taken 
prisoners. On arriving at Little Eed Eiver on the 10th, still without 
information of the position or movements of General Shelby, I dis¬ 
patched an officer of known skill and daring to communicate wilh him, 
directing that he »should unite himself with the rest of the command 
at once. 
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Ou the 12tli 1 arrived at a point on 'White Eiver eighteen mile^ above 
Batesville, and having received information that Brigadier-General 
Shelby, Avith his command, Avas at Powhatan, about sixty-four miles 
northeast of Batesville and on the selected route to Missouri, I adopted 
the town of Pocahontas as the point of rendezvous, and directed Major- 
General Marniaduke, with his own command, liis train, and that of 
headquarters, to march to that point direct, while I proceeded with my 
staff to Batesville, and from thence to Powhatan, while Major-General 
Fagan, with his division, wiio had arrived at BatesAulle, marched to 
Powhatan on the left. 

I arrived on the lothof Stqffember and found Brigadier-General Shelby 
therewith a portion of his command. Thenextday 11 cached Pocahontas, 
a distance of 336 miles from Camden, and there the remaining portion 
of Shelby’s command reported, including the brigades of Jackman, 
McCray, and Dobbin. In fine, the whole army was eon<*entrated. 
The country ov'cr Avliich 1 had passed was rugged and mountainous in 
the extreme, and had damaged the transportation to some extent; but 
it had already been or was on the iioint of being repaired, and on the 
other hand, by ado])ting the routes marched over sufficient forage ami 
subsistence had been obtained. The toivns and villages thi’ough which 
1 had passed had been robbed, pillaged, burned, or otherwise destroyed 
by the enemy, and Avere nearly deserted by the former inhabitants’; in 
fact, the whole country imesented but a scene of devastation. 

Upon arriving at Pocahontas I immediately proceeded to organize 
the army, Avhich was completed on the 18th, as follow^s: Fagan’s division, 
commanded by Maj. Gen. J. F. Fagan, AA'as comiiosedof Brig. Gen. W. 
L. Cabell’s brigade. Colonel Siemens’ brigade. Colonel McCray’s bri¬ 
gade, Colonel Dobbin’s brigade, Colonels Lyles’ and Rogan’s cominandvS, 
and Captain Anderson’s battalion. IVEanuaduke’s dmsion,.commanded 
by ^laj. Gen. J. S. IMarmadidie, Avas composed of Brig. Gem. John B, 
Clark, jr.'s, brigade, (’olonel Freeman’s brigade, (hlonel Kit('hen\s regi¬ 
ment, and Lieut. Col. Jl. i\ Wood’s battalion. Hhelby’s diAusioii, <*om- 
manded by Brig. Gen. J. (). Shelby, consisted of (/olonel tShanks'bri¬ 
gade, Colonel Ja(‘kman’s brigade, and Colonel ('oleman’s command. 

Having determined to invade Missouri in three columns, Major-G(‘n- 
eral Fagan, Avith his diAusion, Avas ordered to march to Fredericktown, 
Mo., by the way of Martinsburg, ReeAX\s’ Station, and Greenville. 
Major-General IMarmaduke, Avith his division, was ordered to march to 
the vicinity of FiedericktoAvn, to the right of the route to bo foUoAved 
by Fagan’s division, as aboAm designated, varying from it from ten to 
thirty miles, or as nearly Avithin those limits as might be practicable on 
account of roads and forage. Brigadier-Cxencral Hhelby, with his com¬ 
mand, w^as to march to the vicinity of Fredericktown by a rojite to the 
left of General Fagan’s, A^arying from it from ten to twenty miles as 
nearly as pra(*ticable on account of roads and forage. The head(quarters 
to march Avith tlie center column. At FredericktoAvn the three divisions 
Avere ordered to form a junction. A map of the route to be followed 
was furnished each of the dhision commanders. The most stringent 
orders were issued against straggling and pillaging under the severest 
penalties, and the di\ision commanders earnestly enjoined to use their 
utmost endeavors to haA^e the order carried into effect in every particu¬ 
lar and without delay. 

On the 19th of September the army marched in the order above desig¬ 
nated, and ou that day I entered Missouri Avitli nearly 12,000 men, of 
whom 8,000 were armed, and fourteen pieces of artillery, and on the 24tli 
day of September reached FredericktoAvn, Mo., Avith the center column, 
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Brigadier-General Shelby, Avitli his division, was in advance, passing in 
his route through Doniphan and Patterson, while Major-General Manna- 
duke, whose route was by Poplar Bluff, Oastorville, and Dallas, had not 
yet come uj). On the 19th, before Brigadier-General Shelby reached 
Doniphan, news of the arrival of the army having been i*eceived, a forc<^ 
of the enemy composed of a portion of the Twelfth Missouri (Federal) 
Cavalry,'^ then occupying the place, withdrew and retreat(‘(l to Ponder’s 
MiU, burning the houses of citizens as they ])asse(l along, where they 
were overtaken the next day by seotitiiig parties sent in pursuit and 
were routed with a loss of a lieutenant and men killed, 4 wounded, 
and C prisoners, besides several horses and small-arms <*a])tur<‘d. Our 
loss, 2 killed and 5 wounded. 

On thc22d Brigadier-General Bludby attacked the town of Patterson, 
but the garrison having received information ol‘ the approach hastily 
evacuated the place with a loss of 2S killed an<l several wounded; also 
telegraph battery and operator captured. Ko loss on our part. ()n the 
25th I remained at Frcderi<‘ktown awaiting the arrival of* IVIarmaduke’s 
division, which came up that evening within eight miles of the place. 
Major-General Marmaduke on his route had a few skirmishes with the 
Federal militia, killing and bounding 4 and capturing 11. 

Colonel Jeffers, of Marinadnke’s (livision, had, before tlu^ arrival of 
the army at rocahonias, Ixurn sent with his regiment to lUoomfield, 
Mo., which the enemy evacuated at his ai)proa<di, wherempon heatta<‘kcd 
their rear, killing a number and ca]ff.uring arms and six wagon loads 
of army stores, he rejoined his briga<lc ((Mark’s) on tlu^ 21th; detached 
again on the 25th, he attacked and by a gallant charge dro’^e the 
enemy out of th<^ town of old fhu'ksou. (For particulars se(^ lUigadier- 
General Clark’s report.) " 

Irecicived atFrederi<*ktown satisfactory infoianaiion thaii th(‘ str<‘ngth 
of the enemy at Ironton was about 1,500 and that tlu^ hVderal (hmeral 
A. J. Smith was encamjmd about ten miles from Saint Louis with his 
(mrps, composed of about 8,000 infantry, on the Saint. Louis and Iron 
Mountain Railroad. L immediately ivssued orders to l>rigadier-G(meral 
Shelby to procecxl at once with his division by thci way of Farmington 
to a point on the Saint Louis and Iron JMountaiii Bailroad, where th(‘r<^ 
were threc^ fine bri<lges in close proximity to each other, and to destroy 
the railroad th<u‘e and the bridges; ai'ter eff*cc4ing that ()bjc(‘t to fall 
back in the direction of Ironton and Pilot Knob, wdiich would effectually 
prevent General A. J, Smith from re-enforcing the garrison at those 
X)laces, while 1 w'onld attack and take them with the divisions of Major- 
Generals Fagan and Marmadnke. General Shelby ])roceeded to the 
point indicated and perfornuxl the duty assigned him in t.he most (*om- 
plete and effective manner, destroying the splemlid bridg<^ at Iromlale 
as well as the three bridges mentioned, teming up miles upon miles of 
the track, burning the ties, rails, (For full part.ieulars reference is 
made to the acitompauyiiig r<^i)ort of Brigadier-General Shelby.) 

Ou the morning of the 2()th, being r<‘joined by Major-General Marma- 
duke’s division, I proceeded at a.n ea.rly hour with Fagati’s and Marma- 
dnke’s divisions in the direction of Ironton and Pilot Knob, at the saitie 
time sending forward a portion of Fagan’s division to take and hold a 
difficult pass in that direction between two mountains within three or 
four miles of Ironton. This was effected rapidly and with su(icess. 
That evening 1 scut forward the remaimler of his division, leaving his 
train at Saint Francis (’reek, six juiles from Ironton, where forage could 

" It wafe the Third Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 
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bo obtained tor the animals and where 1 encamped for the night with 
the rest ottlie command. That evening Major-General Fagan drove in 
the Federal pickets at Arcadia and took position before the town for 
the night. The next morning he drove the enemy from Arcadia, where 
they abandoned a very strong i)osition, thcough ironton, where he also 
took a strong fort in the most gallant and brilliant manner. Tlie enemy 
took refuge behind their fortilications at Pilot Knob. Having received 
such information as appeared to be perfectly reliable concerning the 
character and strength of the fortifications as induced me to believe 
that the place ('ould be taken without gTcat loss, 1 accordingly directed 
Maijor-General Marniaduke to take ijossessioii of Shepherd’s Mountain, 
which was west of the fortifications and completely commanded them. 
This was most satisfactorily accomplished and his artillery placed in 
position on thi^ mountain. Xlajor-General Fagan Ibrined on the vSouth 
and east. Skirmishing took x)iace all the day and heavy firing of artil¬ 
lery from the enemy until about 2 ]>. ni., when a (diarge was ordered and 
made in the most gallant manner, oiticers and men vying with each 
other in both divisions of unsurpassed bravery, charging up nearly to 
the muzzles of the enemy’s cannon. 

Where all acted as heroes it seems almost invidious to make any 
exception, but I must be allowed to call attentiou to the courage and 
gallantry of Brigadier-General Cabell in leading his men to the assault, 
having his horse killed under him within tbi*ty yards of the fort. 

But the information I had received in regai-d to the strength of the 
fortifications iiroved totally incorrect. Oui* troops were repulsed, aud 
it being too late to renew the assault they were withdrawn beyond the 
reach of the enemy^s guns and preparations were made for a renewal 
of the assault un the next day. I had dispatched a courier on the morn¬ 
ing of the 27th to Brigadier-General Shelby informing him of the pro¬ 
posed operations and directing him to rejoin the main army to assist in 
the attack, and oii the evening of the 27th another courier was dis¬ 
patched to him informing him of the (‘Uidure of Arcadia and Ironton, 
and of the repulse at Pilot Knob, and of my design to renew the attack 
on the following morning; and hoping that the courier would meet him 
on the way, instructed him to join me, as also the route to pursue. 
Neither of these communications, as it appears, were received by Brig¬ 
adier-General Shelby, wlio, having hear<l that there was a force of the 
enemy at Potosi, had left the railroad and marched to attack them at 
that place, which was caidured by him with its garrison of 150 Federals, 
arms, ammunition, &c. The dexDot of the railroad at that place, with 
seven fine cars, was also destroyed. (For Ml particulars reference is 
made to the accompanying rei)ort of Brigadier-General Shelby.) 

The enemy at Pilot Knob on the night following the first attack evac¬ 
uated the fort, blowing ui> the magazine and leaving in my possession 
16 pieces of artillery, a large number of small-arms, a large amount of 
army stores, consisting of bales of blankets, hundreds of barrels of flour, 
many tierces of bacon, a great quantity of cofiee, &c. After destroying 
the artillery, which I could not take with me, aud distributing such of 
the stores as were needed among the troops, I inoved my command 
twelve miles on the road the retreating army had gone, sending Mar- 
maduke forward in pursuit iu command of his owm aud Shelby’s divis¬ 
ion, which had rejoined the command. Uaitiriug pursuit was made 
night and day, but it was not until the evening of the following day 
(the 27th [29th]) that he was overtaken, owdng to the natural difficul¬ 
ties presented by the country over whiclx the enemy retreated- Major- 
General Marmaduke, who was iu advance, fought him until an hour 
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belbre simiset, wiioii Shelby was thrown iu front, and the hght was con¬ 
tinued until darkness put an end to the combat. The enemy having 
thrown! up fortifications during the night, it was deemed advisable 
not to renew the attack and the fox^ces w^ere withdrawn. (The ])arti(‘- 
ulars ill full of the jiursuit arc^ contained in the acc^ompaiiyiiig reports 
of Brigadier-(renerals Shelby and (hark.) 

My loss ill this report 1 cannot give, as 1 have no report from Fagan’s 
division, but the loss in Marmaduke’s division was 14 officei‘s and 80 
men killed and wounded, and the loss inP'agan’s was doubtless greater. 

While at Ironton, receiving information that the Federal force in 
Saint Louis far exceeded my owui two to one, and knowing the city to 
be strongly fortified, I deteinnined to move as fast as possible on Jeiier- 
son Fity, (l(\stroying the railroad as I went, with a hoiie to be able to 
capture that city Avith its troops and munitions of war. 1.arrived at 
Eichwoods on the hOth, having passed through Potosi. Lieutenant 
Christian, Avhom 1 liad iireviously sent to the Mississippi Eiver before 
1 left Camden for the purpose of obtaining gun caps, joined me at this 
place, bringing me 150,0(U). Lieutenant Christian is a most energetic 
and efficient offi(‘er and deserves esixecial notice. 

Major-General Pagan sent 300 men to lie Soto to destroy the depot 
at that place, wliich xvas effected, and the militia who had gathered 
there in some numbers at the same time scattered. At the same time 
General Cabell Avas sent with his brigade to cut the Pacaflc Eailroad 
east of Franklin, which he did effectually, at the same time burning the 
dejiot in that town. On the U9th Colonel Burbridge and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Wood Avere detac*hed from his command by Major-Gcmeral 
Mariaacluke and sent to Cuba to destroy the railroad depot at that 
place, which they succec^ded in doing. The divisions o'f Marmadnke 
and Shelby tore up several miles of the southwest branch of the Pacific 
Eaikoad. (For full particulars see I’cports of Brigadier-Generals 
Shelby and Clark.) Lieutenant-Colonel Wood, of Marmaduke’s division, 
destroyed the important bridge over the Moselle. These two divisions 
were sent forw^ard in the direction of Union, which was attacked and 
captured by Brigadier-General Clark, killing 32 and wounding 70 of 
the Federal garrison. 

Oil the 2d of October Clark’s brigade, of Marmaduke’s division, took 
possession of the town of Wasldngton without opposition, and dc^stroyed 
the Pacific Eailroad about two miles from that place. On tlie 3d a train 
was cai)tni*ed at Miller’s Station with a large amount of clothing and 
400 Sharps rilies, and on the same evening thc^ town of Hermann was 
taken possession of after a slight oj)x><>sition (the enemy abandoning a 
6 -pounder iron gun) by Clark’s brigade. (For fall particulars see report 
of Brigadier-General (3ark with the accompanying rei)ort of Colonel 
Greene.) On the 4th of October Major-General Marmadnke sent a force 
of 400 men with one gun, under the command of Lieutciiant-(3olonel 
Wood, for the purpose of destroying the Pacific Railroad bridge over 
the Gasconade Biver, which he effected. Linn was caixtured with about 
100 prisoners and as many arms by a portion of Slielby’s division. 

On the ()th Brigadier-General Shelby sent a force under Colonel 
Shpks to destroy the bridge oyer the Osage on the Pacific Railroad, 
which was successfully accomplished. A passage was then for(‘ed by 
him across the Osage six miles below Castle EocK. The eneniy disx)ate(l 
the passage warmly, but in vain. In this action the gallant Colonel 
Shanks received a severe, if not a mortal wound, and, left in the hands 
of friends to be cared for, he afterward fell into the possession of the 
enemy, and is reported to have since died, a loss to be greatly deplor^. 
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Ever ibremost in battle and last in the retreat, his death would be 
regretted by all who mourn the loss of the good and the brave. At the 
same time that Colonel Shanks forced the passage of the Osage as 
stated, Colonel Gordon, of the same division, forced its passage at 
Castle Eock, and the division bivouacked that night seven miles from 
Jetferson CUty. 

On the next morning Major-General Eagan was thrown in advance 
with his division, and on the march came upon the enemy about five 
miles from Jefferson City in large force. A hotly-contested battle en¬ 
sued, but the enemy were gradually driven back to the Moreau Creek, 
where, being re-enforced, they again made an obstinate resistance, but 
were iinally routed and forced to seek shelter in their intrenchments, 
Eagan occupying the heights in full view of the city. On this occasion 
Majoi'-General Fagan handled his troops with marked skill and ability 
under my own immediate observation. Kight approaching t determined 
to move my forces two miles south of the city to a point where w-ater 
and forage were abundant, and I accordingly did so aud encamped for 
the night. I had received positive information that the enemy were 
12,000 strong in the city, and that 3,000 more had arrived on the op¬ 
posite bank of the river by the E'orth Missouri Eailroad before I with¬ 
drew my troops to the encampment selected, w^hereupon I gave imme¬ 
diate instructions to Brigadier-General Shelby to send a sufficient force 
to burn the bridges and destroy the railroad on the west of Jefferson 
City in the direction of California, the county seat of Moniteau County, 
and after consultation with my general officers I determined not to at¬ 
tack the enemy^s intrenchments, as they outnumbered me nearly two to 
one and were strongly fortified, but to move my command in the direc¬ 
tion of Kansas, as instructed in my original orders, hoping to be able 
to capture a sufficient number of arms to arm my unarmed men at Boon- 
ville, Sedalia, Lexington, and Independence, places which I intended 
to occupy with my troops en route. 

The next day I accordingly took up my line of march in the direction 
of Kansas, and upon leaving Jefferson City was followed by General 
McKeil, who made an attack upon my rear guard (Eagan’s division), 
but was easily repulsed. Brigadier-General Shelby, who with his divis¬ 
ion (‘onstituted my advance, reached California on the 8th, having sent 
a portion of his command on before him to destroy the Pacific Eailroad 
at that place, which he did, destroying track and bridges, <&c. Pushing 
rapidly on to Boonville, he by a rapid charge drove in their pickets, and 
the garrison taking refuge in their defenses, Brigadier-General Shelby, 
disposing such of his forces as he had with him in a manner to prevent 
the arrival of any re-enforcements, waited until his artillery could 
come up. In the meantime propositions for the suiTender of the town 
were made to him, which were accepted, and accordingly the place with 
its garrison, stores, &c., were delivered into his hands. (For ])articu- 
lars reference is made to his accompanying report.) 

J followed on with the divisions of Major-Generals Fagan a.nd Marma- 
dnke, and encamped on the night of the 8th fourteen miles from Jefferwson 
City, and on the 0th marched through aud beyond California, making 
twenty-six miles. On the 10th I arrived at Boonville with the rest of 
the command. My reception was enthusiastic in the extreme. Old 
aud young, men, women, and ehOdreu, vied in their salutations and in 
ministering to the wants and comforts of my wearied and war-worn sol¬ 
diers. About 300 prisoners were captured at Boonville, with arms, 
ammunition, and many stores, which were distributed among the sol¬ 
diers. On the 11th, hearing of the approach of the Federal General 
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McNeil willi a cavalry force estimated at 2,500 men, tor tlio purpose of 
attacking Boou\ille by the Tipton road, 1 selected my j)ositioii about 
half a mile from tlie river and placed the divisions of Major-Generals 
Fagan and Marmaduke in line of battle to re(*eive him. The enemy 
attacked them, but was easily driven back with considerable loss, and 
was afterward pursued by a imrtioii of Fagan’s di\ ision and »Jackman’s 
brigade a distance of twenty-one miles from Boonville vith heavy loss, 
in spite of obstinate resistance and the riiggedness of the country over 
which the pursuit was made. (For full ])articulars, so tar as the action 
of his own troops were concerned, see tln^ report of Oohmel Ja<*kmaji, 
accompanying*.) 

Captain Anderson, who reported to me that day with a company ot* 
about 100 men, was immediately sent to destroy the North j\lissouri 
Eailroad. At the same time Qnantrill was sent with the men under 
his command to destroy the Hannibal and Saint eloseph Eailroad, to 
prevent the enemy, it* possible, from throwing their for(*es in my front 
from Saint Louis. These offic'ers I was informed afterward did ef[:*e(‘t 
some damage to the roads, but none of any material advantage, and 
totally failed in the main object ])ro])osed, vhich was to devstroythe 
large railroad bridge that was in tlie end of Saint Charles County. 

I moved that evening from Boonville to (Miouteau Springs on my pro¬ 
posed route, a distance of eleven miles, having recruited at Boonville 
between 1,200 and 1,500 men, mostly uiiarimM. That night receiving 
information that there was a large number of anus (amounting to 5,000) 
stored iu the City Hall at Glasgow, i S(‘ut Brigadier-CJeneral Clai*k, of 
Mai'maduke’s division, with his own brigade and 500 of flackmau’s 
brigade, with orders to cross the river at Arrow Eock and atta<*k the 
place the next inoruiug at daylight and <*apture it, at the same time 
sending Brigadier-General Shelby with a small portion of his division 
and a section of his artillery to attack the town from the west side of 
the river at the same hour, to divert the attention of the enemy and 
protect their advance undcn* the eover of the lire of his artillery. ()wiug 
to unforeseen difficulties in erossing the river Brigadier-(Teneral Clark 
was unable to commence the attack for one hour a ft(n‘ Brigadier-General 
Shelby had engaged thein. The place was surrendered, but not until 
after the (^Ity Hall was destroyed and the arms (‘onsumed by lire. By 
the capture of this idace, how(^ver, we obtained bedwenm SOO or 900 
prisoners, about 1,200 small-arms, about the samc^ iuiml)er of overcoats, 
150 horses, 1 steam-boat, and large amounts ol‘ under(‘lothing. This 
enterprise was a great success, efeeted witli but comparatively small 
loss on our side, and reflects groat honor on all the parries com^erned 
in it. The captured prisoners were paroled, su(*h oi* the ordnance and 
other stores captui*ed as could not be earri<Ml were distributed, and 
the remaining portion, together v ith the steam-boat, burned. (For full 
particulars reference is made to the ae(*ompanying rc^ports oi* Brigadi(‘r- 
Generals Shelby and Clark.) In the awards of ])raise contained in 
I them] the general commanding cordially concurs. 

On the night of the 13tli I encami)ed at Mr. Marshall’s, mar(*hing 
fourteen miles, and on the next day mar(*hed to Jonesborough—a dis¬ 
tance of eight miles—where 1 was joined by Major-General Fagan, who 
had been left behind at the La Mine. 1 there ordered Bri g. G en. M. J eft. 
Thompson, then commanding Shelby’s old brigade, to take with him a 
force of not less than 800 or 1,000 men and one section of artillery by 
Longwood, and from thence to Sedalia, to atta(‘k the Federal t()ree at 
that place if he should deem it advisable and xirudent. This order 
was x>romi)tly and completely carried out by l>rigadier-(5eii<a*al Thomp- 
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son. The place, though strongly fortified and well garrisoned, was 
carriecl by a bold and daring assault and fell into our hands with over 
200 prisoners, who were paroled, several hundred stand of arms, many 
pistols, and several wagon-loads of goods suitable to soldiers. (For 
particulars reference is made to the accompanying reports of Generals 
Shelby and Thompson.) The latter withdrew on the approach of the 
enemy. 

On the 15th I reached Keiser’s, having passed through Marshall, 
marching seventeen miles, where I remained two days awaiting the 
arrival of Brigadier-General Clark, for whose safety I began to enter¬ 
tain fears, inasmuch as information had been received that the enemy 
were on my left flank and in my rear in large force. Previous to the 
attack on Sedalia the large and magnificent bridge on the La Mine 
Eiver on the Pacific Eailroad had been destroyed by Lieut. James Wood, 
of Elliott’s battalion, who had been sexit there by Brigadier-General 
Shelby for that purpose. On the 17th I i*eceived information that the 
enemy (Kansas troops) had entered Lexington on the 16th. On the 
17th I received news of the capture of Sedalia by Brigadier-General 
Thompson. On the 18th, having been joined by Brigadier-General 
Shelby’s division and Olai’k’s brigade, of Marmaduke’s dmsion, I 
marched to Waverly, a distance of twenty-two miles. 

On leaving Pocahontas I had sent an agent into Saint Louis of gTeat 
intelligence and tact to ascertain the strength of the enemy at that 
city, with directions to report to me if possible at Potosi. He was, 
however, so closely watched that he could not join me until after 1 had 
passed that city. Upon overtaking me he informed me that I would 
be pursued by 24,000 men from Saint Louis, 15,000 from Jefferson City, 
which, with the forces in my front fi'om Kansas, he believed to be the 
entire force with which I would have to contend. 1 then abandoned 
my former determination to issue an address to the people calling upon 
them to rally to me, as they were already pouring in on me so rapidly 
that I knew I would not be able to protect and feed them, and as it 
would require that my army should be kept together to ])rotect them 
on a rapid and dangerous retreat from the State. 

At daybreak on the morning of the 19th I moved from Waverly in 
the direction of Lexington, Brigadier-General Shelby’s division in the 
advance, ai>d having received information that Generals Blunt, Lane, 
and Jennison, with between 3,000 and 4,000 Federals (Colorado, Kan¬ 
sas, and Missouri Federal troops), were at Lexington, and fearing that 
they might make a junction with McKeil and A. J. Smith, who were at 
Sedalia and Salt Fork, I made a flank movement to the left after cross¬ 
ing the Tabo, so as to intercept their line of march. The advance, under 
Shelby, met them about 2 p. m., and a battle impiediately ensued. For 
a time the Federals fought well and resisted strenuously, but finally 
giving way, they were pressed by our troops, driven well past Lexing¬ 
ton, and pursued on the road to Independence until night put an epd 
to the combat. That night the enemy evacuated Lexington in 'great 
haste and confusion. Shelby’s old brigade, under General M. Jeff. 
Thompson, bivouacked that night in the suburbs of the town. I en¬ 
camped at General Shields’ f^rm, three miles south of Lexington, 
marching that day twenty-six miles. On the morning of the 20th I 
moved west in the same direction as before to Fire Creek Prairie, a 
distance of twenty-two miles, where I encamped. Information'reached 
me that the enemy had fallen back to the Little Blue. On the 21st 1 
resumed my line of march to the Little Blue on the Independence 
road, Major-General Marmaduke’s dmsion in the front, whose advance 
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soon came upon the enemy’s pickets, who, being driven across the Jilue, 
destroyed the bridge as they crossed* A ford half mile below the 
bridge was seized by our troops and Marmaduke’s division crossed it. 
His advance (Colonel Lawther’s regiment) soon (*ame iii)on the enemy, 
Avho were strongly posted behind a stone ien(*e in su])erior numbers* 
Lawther’s regiment was driven ba(*k and was hotly pursued by the foe. 
when they w ere re-enforced by Colonel Greene witli about 150 men. A 
fierce engagement eiiwsued with varying success, Colonel Greene stul) 
boruly contesting every inch of ground, when Wood’s battalion arrived, 
and the ejiemy gave wTiy, but being re-enforced again renewed the at¬ 
tack, when, as the ammunition of our troops engaged (wdio still man> 
billy resisted with success the far-superior numbers of the enemy) was 
about to be(*ome exhausted. Colonel Kitchen’s regiment arrived to tlieir 
relief. The enemy again fell back to their former strong position. 

Hearing of the critical (iondition of Major-Geiieral Marmaduke’s divis¬ 
ion, I had sent orders to Brigadier-General Shelby to mar(di rapidly 
to his relief, who accordingly hastened to the scene of action with liis 
division, and airived there at the time when the enemy had taken 
refuge in their first povsition. An immediate attack Avas made upon 
them and a furious battle ensued, but the enemy were finally forced from 
their i^Owsition and they retreated * Brigadier-General Shelby now taking 
the lead drove them in a vstubborn running fight on foot (his men having 
been dismounted) for seven miles and beyond Indeiiendence. (For full 
particulars of this fight referen(*e is made to the re])orts of' Brigadier- 
Generals Shelby and Clai’k, and to that of Colonel Greene, accompany¬ 
ing the latter.) 

In this action Major-General Marmaduke acted with distinguished 
gallantry, having not less than two horses shot under him. Brigadier- 
General* Clark, of his division, also exhibited great bravery and skill, 
while Colonel Greene, by the manner in which he handled his regiment 
against vastly-superior forces flushed with previous success, beating 
them back wdth his handful of men and stubbornly contesting every 
inch of ground until assistance came to his relief, as well as the per¬ 
sonal courage exhibited by him, justly excited the admiration of his 
superior officers. Fagan’s diviwSion under my orders supported Shelby, 
but were not immediately engaged. 

I encami)ed that night in Independence, having marched twenty-six 
miles, the troops being engaged with the enemy most of the time and 
driving them before them. On the evening of the 21st Captain Will¬ 
iams, of Brigadier-General Shelby’s division, who had been sent on 
recruiting service by him, rejoined his command with about GOO men, 
capturing on his route the town of Carrollton with 300 prisoners, and 
armed his entire command. On the morning of the 22(1 I left Inde¬ 
pendence. The enemy had fallen back to Big Blue, on the Kansas City 
road, to a position vStrong by nature and strengthened by fortifications, 
upon which all their art had been exhausted, and where rhey had been 
joined by General Curtis and his forces, thus increasing Blunt’s ayiny 
to between 0,000 and 8,000 men. Eeceiving this information I detcu*'- 
mined to advance on the Santa Fe road, which had been obstructed 
by felling trees, and did so, Brigadiesr-General Shelby’s division in 
fronk who advanced, detaching Jackman and sending him on the Kan¬ 
san City road to engage the enemy, then skirmishing with the pickets. 
Brigadier-General Shelby crossed the Big Blue with the remainder of 
his division, meeting some opposition from the enemy, whiMi w^as soon 
overcome. After crossing the Big Blue he engaged the enemy to cover 
the crossing and the passage of the train. 
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Erigadier-Geueral Tlioinx)hoii witli Ms brigade, exc^ept (Jordon’s legi- 
ment, pressed tbe enemy to near the town of Westport, where he wavS 
ordered to fall back to the Bine. (Jolonel (lordon, with his legiment, 
who had been I'etaiued to guard the left, soon became engaged and was 
sorely pressed by overi)Owering numbers, when he was rejoined by 
Jackman, and, gallantly charging, they repulsed the enemy, capturing 
a 24-pounder howitiser, and pui'vsued them some distaiu'e, indicting 
upon the enemy heav y loss. A lai ge force of the enemy came out from 
Westiiort and a severe fight ensued, the enemy obstinately endeavor¬ 
ing to regain the gun which they had lost, but they wxue sternly resisted, 
and finally the arrival of Brigadier-deneral Thom])Son and night put 
an end to the conflict. (For full jiarticulars reference is made to the 
a(*coinpanying rcpoit of Brigadier-deneral Shelby.) 

Two flags were also ca])tured, wdiich were iu*esente<l me on the bat¬ 
tle-field by Captains McCoy and Wood, of (rordoifsiegiment, who had 
taken them from the enemy with their own hands. 

In the meantime other forces had engaged me in the rear. Having- 
received information that other bodies of the enemy were xiursuingme, 
1 had directed pickets to be placed at the Little Blue to give notice of 
their approach. This had been done by Major-General Fagan, and 
being advised on the morning of the 22d that the enemy had attacked 
and driven in his pickets, he dispatched Brigadier-General Cabell to 
drive back the enemy, which he su(*ceeded in doing, but on his return 
on coming ont of Independence the enemy struck Cabell a blow in the 
flank, cutting ofi* JOO or 400 men and. capturing 2 xneces of artillery. 
Major-General Marmaduke’s division, w'hieh formed the rear of the 
army, became engaged wflth the same enemy about half an hour before 
sundown. The division was then about two miles from Independence. 
The advance of the enemy was checked by our troox^s, w^ho then fell 
back about half a mile and took a new x^osition, which th(^ enemy at¬ 
tacked with increased fierceness, driving our trooi)S steadily hack until 
a late hour of the night and in almost imi)enetrahle daikness. (For 
X^articulars reference is made to the accompanying rex)ort of Brigadier- 
General Clark.) I encamped that night on the battle-field neai" West- 
port in line of battle, having marched twelve miles, the troops almost 
constantly engaging the enemy the whole distance. 

On the morning of the 23d I took xiyy my line of march, and in a short 
time discovered the enemy in position on the prairie. The train had 
been sent forward on the Fort Scott road. 1 had instru<‘ted Major-Gen¬ 
eral Marmadiike to resist the advance of the enejiiy, who was in his 
^ear, if possible, as he w^as on the same road as the train. Brigadier- 
General Shelby immediately attacked the enemy, assisted by Major- 
General Fagan with two brigades of Arkansas troops, and though they 
resisted most stubbornly and contested every i)oint of the approach, 
drove them six or seven miles into Westx>ort. In the meantime Major- 
General Marmaduke, wdio was to my right and rear, being attacked 
with great fierceness by an overwhelming force of tlie enemy, after a 
most strenuous resistance, his ammunition being exhausted, had to fall 
back before the foe. (For lull particulars reference is made to the 
accompanying report of Brigadier-General Clark.) 

Being at that time near Westport, and in full view of Generals Fagan 
and Shelby and their commands, I received information that my trfiin, 
which was in front and on the right of the Port Scott road, was threat¬ 
ened by the enemy, some 2,000 or 2,500 strong, w^ho were moving on a line 
X)arallel to the Fort Scott road. 1 immediately sent the information to 
Major-General Fagan and Brigadier-General Shelby, and directed them 
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to fall back to the train as soon as they could do wso with safety, whi(*li 
1 would attempt to defend iiutil they arrived. I iininediately puslied 
forward to the front of the traiu with my escort and there formed in 
line of battle the iinarnied inen, which were present to the number of 
several thousand, throwin^>“ my escort and the whole numlxu* ol‘ armed 
men of Tyler\s brigade, formed as skirmishers (the whole not exceeding 
more than 200), to the front of the enemy, and directing Brigadier-deji- 
eral Cabell, wlio arrived soon after, to hold the crossing of the creek 
on iny left, sending forward at the same time tor a ])ortion of Colonel 
McCray’s brigade, which was in advance of the train, and on his 
approach forming him in line of battle on the left dank ol‘ the enemy, 
which caused the enemy to fall back a considerable distance on the 
])rairie. In the meantime the rear and dank of the commands of Major- 
General Eagan and Brigadier-General Shelby by the falling back of 
Major-General Marnuuliike were uncovered, and the former in attempt¬ 
ing to rejoin me was attacked, by a large force ol* the enemy, but with 
the aid of Colonel Jackman and ins brigade, who'camelo liis assistam‘e, 
and who acted so heroically and skillflilly as to receive the thanks of 
Major-General Eagan on the held, the enemy were repulsed, while 
Brigadier-General Shelby in attempting to obey my instructions was at¬ 
tacked in the dank and his command thrown into some confusion, but 
rallied, repulsed the enemy, and rejoined me that evening, as did also 
Major-General Eagan. (Enll details of this are contained in the a(*com- 
panying reports of Brigadier-General Shelby and (Ndoiiel fJackman.) 
1 encamped that night on tiie Middh^ Fork of Grand River, luiving 
marched twenty-four miles and the troops having b(‘eu engaged with 
the enemy nearly all day. The number of the enemy’s tro()])s engaged 
that day exceeded 20,000 well-armed men, while 1 did not ha\’(^ S 000 
armed men. 

On the iporning of the 24th I moved witli the (*onunand on the Fort 
Scott road to the Marais des Cygnes, where 1 encam])ed, having mar<*hed 
thirty-three miles, no enemy appearing; Dtiring th(^ night I received 
information from Major-General JVIarmaduke, who was ]>la(‘ed in charge^ 
of the approaches in front, that the enemy wei*o threatening his pickets, 
and upon consultation with Major-General J\Iarmaduke we were both of 
opinion that the enemy were marching upon our right by Moxind C^ity 
on a road parallel to the one on which we were. WcAVcrevStrengthened 
in that belief by a dispatch Avhi(*h had been captured from the com¬ 
manding Federal officer at that ])lace to his scouts, stationed m^ai* our 
then encampment, stating that he would be largely rc-eiifor(‘ed that 
Eight, and that he Avanted a sharj) lookout [kept] for my army, and Uf 
gi\"e him the earliest information of the route on wliieh I would travel 
and the direction. I also received at a late hour at night information 
from some new recruits who joined me, and Avho had traveled fifteen 
miles on the route I had tra\x^led, that there was no enemy in my rear. 
On the morning of the 25th I resumed my march in the same dire(*tion 
as before, and I considered from the information 1 had received the 
night before that if I should encounter the enemy it would be in my 
front or on my right flank. Brigadier-General Shelby’s division com¬ 
posed the advance, Major-Generals Fagan and Marmaduke’s divisions 
composed the rear guard. Colonel Tyler’s brigade to the right of the 
center of the train 400 yards, Brigadier-General Shelby’s old brigade 
to tlie right of the front 400 yards, and Colonel fJackman’s brigade to 
the immediate front. 

On reaching Little Osage Kiver J sent forward a direction to Briga¬ 
dier-General Shelby to fall back to my iiositiou in rear of Jackman’s 
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brigade for tlie purpose of attacking and capturing Fort Scott, where 
I learned there were 1,000 negi'oes under arms. At the moment of his 
reaching mo I received a dispatch from Major-General Marmaduke, in 
the rear, informing me that the enemy, 3,000 strong, were in sight of 
his rear, with lines still extending, and on the note IVEajor-General 
Fagan had indorsed that he would sustain Major-General Marmaduke. 
I immediately ordered Brigadier-General Shelby to take his old bri¬ 
gade, which was on my immediate right, and return to the rear as rap¬ 
idly as possible to support Major-Generals Fagan and Marmaduke. 

1 immediately mounted my horse and rode back at a gallop, and after 
passing the rear of the train I met the divisions of Major-Generals 
Fagan and Marmaduke retreating in utter and indescribable confusion, 
many of them having thrown away their arms. They were deaf to all 
entreaties or commands, and in vain were all efforts to rally them. 
From them I received the information that Major-General Marmaduke, 
Brigadier-General Cabell, and Colonel Siemens, commanding brigade, 
had been captured, with 300 or 400 of their men and all their artillery 
(5 pieces). 

Major-General Fagan and several of his officers, who had there joined 
me, assisted me in trying to rally the armed men, vdthout success. I 
then ordered Brigadier-General Shelby to hold the enemy, who were 
l)ressing their success hotly and fiercely, in (dieck if possible at the 
crossing ol*the Osage until the train could be placed in safety, which 
he succeeded in doiug for several hours, I again formed the unarmed 
men, numbering several thousand, in line of battle on the prairie beyond 
the river. Major-General Fagan in the meantime had succeeded in 
rallying a portion of his ibrces, and assisted Ihigadier-General Shelby 
in again holding the enemy in check upon the prairie and in front of 
the immense lines of unarmed men until night-fall, when I withdrew. 
The train having reached the Marmiton, a distance of ten miles, I 
there overtook it, haiing inarched a distance of twenty-eight miles. 

On the next morning, after destroying many wagons with broken- 
down teams that could not be replaced, I took up my line of march at 

2 o’clock, there b(ung but little forage in the neighborhood of my 
encampment. "\Ve marched over beautiful prairie roads, a distance of 
fifty-six miles, and eneamiied at Carthage, on Spring Eiver, the near<‘st 
point that forage could be procured, as I was informed by Major-General 
Fagan and Brigadier-General Shelby, who earnestly desired me toreacdi 
Spring Eiver, as no foriige could be procured vshort of it. The Federal 
prisoners I had with me became so much exhausted by fatigue that out 
of humanity 1 paroled them. (For full iiarticulars of this action seethe 
sevei*al reports of Brigadier-Generals Shelby and Clark and other 
accompanying reports.) On the next morning at 9 o’clock, after giv¬ 
ing the men and animals time to I'est and feed, X resumed my line of 
mar(;h and encamped on Shoal Creek, a distance of twenty-two miles. 
During the march a number of desertions took idace among the Arkan¬ 
sas troops and new recruits. 'No enemy having appeared the morale of 
the troops had considerably improved. 

On the morning of the 28th I resumed my lino of march in the direc¬ 
tion of Kewtonia, Brigadier-General Shelby in advance, Majoi‘-Generals 
Fagan’s and Marmaduke’s divisions (the latter now commanded by 
Brigadier-General Clark) in tlie rear. On approaching Newtonia the 
advance of our forces was discovered by the Federal garrison, who com¬ 
menced a retreat. On seeing this Shelby’s advance endeavored to 
intercept them. The distance they had gained, however, was too great 
lor this to be effected. They succeeded in killing the Federal Captain 
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Chribtian, a notorious bushwhacker, as it is termed—that is, robber 
ami murderer—quoted for his deeds of Tiolenee and blood. After pass¬ 
ing over the piairie about four miles beyond ISTewtonia, Brigadier- 
General Shelby halted his command at the edge of the prairie in a skirt 
of timber and there eiicami;)ed for the night. The other divisions of 
the army passed on beyond him and encamped in the proper positions 
tliey were to assume in the line of march tlie following day. Ere long 
our scouts brought the information the enemy were crossing the prairie 
in ])ursuit of ns. Preparations v <u‘e immediately made to receive him, 
and about 3 o’clo(*k General Blunt, with 3,d0d Federal cavalry, moved 
rapidly across the ])rairie in pursuit of us and made a furious onslaught 
upon our lines. He Avas engaged by Shelby, supported by a portion of 
Fagan’s command. A short but obstinate combat ensued, Avhen Blunt 
was repulsed and driven across the i>rairie tliree miles with heavy loss. 
This was the last we saw of the enemy. The army mar(‘hed that day 
twenty-six miles and encam])ed. (For full parthmlars see General 
Shelby’s report.) On the 29th we marched twenty-six miles and 
encami)ed on Sugar Creek five miles south of Pineville, ])assing tlirough 
the town. Ko information was received in regard to the enemy. On 
the 30th and 31 st we reached Maysville, near the Arkansas line; marched 
forty-three miles, and on the 1st of J^ovendier I reached Boonsborough, 
or ('ane Hill, as it is (*alled, marching seventeen miles. There informa- 
ti<m was reccnved by Major-CJeneral Fagan from Colonel Brooks that 
he had the toAvii of Fayetteville, Ark., closely invested, and the Fed¬ 
eral garrison fbr('(‘d to se(‘k slndter Avithin tlieir inner ibrtificatioiis, 
and asking for a sullicient number of men to enable him to capture the 
pla(‘e and garrison. As tills was a plac(M)f considerable importance 
to the Federals and its capture wouhl be of gn^at advantage to the 
cause, upon JMajor (General Fagan’s <»avn(\st solicitation I orderi^cl a 
detail of 500 men and tv o guns to be made for that purpose, which 
were furnished by General Hlielby under Colonel Elliott, the two guns 
being furnished by Collins’ battery. The expedition started to Fay¬ 
etteville, formed a junction with Colonel Brooks, but before the place 
could be taken the approach of (reneval Blunt with a large force of 
Federal cavalry (‘aused the siege to be raised, and Colonel Elliott 
rejoined his command. Our march from Illinois Ki\’er to Cane Hill Avas 
oA^or a bad road, very rough and hilly, and rendered imu'h worse tha.n 
usual by the constant rains, couseipiently miudi of the vstock became 
worn out and was abandoned on the route. 

On the 3d \ remained in <‘amp. The weathin* Avas very bad, both 
snoAving and raining during the day. I there received information that 
the Federal army at Little Rock had been greatly re-enforced by a por¬ 
tion of General (dauby’s command, and as it was necessary that 1 should 
here adopt the line of march I should pursue on my return to Arkansas, 
at district headquarters or elseAvhere, as I should be directed, 1 deter¬ 
mined not to risk the crossing of the Arkansas between Fort Smith and 
Little Rock, ou whidi route I could not procure subsisteu(‘e, forage, or 
grass in anything like suhicient quantity, but F decided to <*ross through 
the Indian coxmtjy, where beef at least could be obtained, Avhich would 
at least subsist my men for the fcAV days it Avould require them to march 
until they would meet 8u];plies, even if no salt or breadstuflfs could be 
procured, while some grass could be obtained for the animals. In ad¬ 
dition, the route across the Arkansas River below Fort Smith would be 
over a rough, hilly, and in many parts mountainous <*onntry that the 
stock in its then condition would he tillable to travel ovqr, while the 
route through the Indian country vrould be over a level and beautiful 
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prairie country traversed by good roads. Again, by the route below 
Fort Smith I would expose my whole army to be destroyed by a joint 
attack from Federal forces detached from the heavy garrison there and 
acting conjointly with large forces from Little Eock, which could easily 
be spared for the purpose, and which would in every probability take 
place, as information of my adopting that line of route would certainly 
reach them, and the slowness with which I would necessarily have to 
traA^el would give them ample time to make all necessary preparations. 
I was, furthermore, induced to come to this conclusion from the fact 
that it coincided with my instructions, in the propriety and reasonable 
ness of which my own judgment fully concurred. Colonels Freeman, 
Dobbin, and McCray were ordered to return such of their men as still 
remained with their colors to the place where they had raised their 
.commands in order to collect the absentees together and bring them 
within our lines during the month of December, if possible, and on the 
4th day of [November I took up my line of march with the balance of my 
command through the Indian Territory in the direction of Boggy Depot. 
On the 13th I arrived at Perryville, in the Indian [Nation, a clistance of 
119 [miles I, where I met with three wagons with supplies, and encamped, 
remaining over one day to rest and recruit my men. 1 had marched 
carefully and slowly, stopping to graze my stock whenever an oppor¬ 
tunity offered. On the 14th General Shelby, at his own request, was 
left behind on the Canadian to recruit. On the 10th Cabell’s brigade 
was furloughed, as also the brigade formerly commanded by Colonel 
Siemens, who was captured. On the 21st of NToveinber I arrived at 
CdarkvSville, where I received an order from Major-General Magruder to 
march to Laynesport and the're establish my headquarters. I arrived 
there on the 2d of Dc^cember, 1861, having marched 1,434 miles. 

The marcdi through the Indian country was necessarily a seviu’e one, 
especially upon the stock, many of which died or became vorn out and 
were conseijuently abandoned. The men in some instances hungered 
for food, but never api)roached starvation, nor did they suff'er to any¬ 
thing like the extent that other of our soldiers have cheerfully endured 
without complaint for a much longer time during this war. At all 
events, I arrived in the country where forage and subsistence (*nuld be 
obtained in abimdaiice, bringing with me in safety all the sick ami 
■wounded and all my command with which I entered the Indian country, 
without a single exception, except those who voluntarily straggled off 
and deserted their <*olors. 

To enumerate specially the names of the officers wdio distinguished 
themselves for their skill and courage w’-oiild swell this report l)eyond 
all reasonable limits,* therefore, as to all but general officers and those 
who a(*ted in that capacity, I would simply refer to the accompanying 
reports, heartily concurring in the meed of praise awarded to such offi¬ 
cers as m'e therein enumerated by theii* immediate commanding officers. 
Maj. Gen. J. F. Fagan, commanding the division of Arkansas troops, 
bore himself tlxroughoiit the whole expedition with unabated gallantry 
and ardor, and commanded his division with gi*eat ability. Maj. Gen. 
J. S. Marmaduke, commanding division, proved himself woi'thy of his 
past reputation as a valiant and skillful officer, and rendered with his 
division great service. His capture was a great loss to the army. 
Brig. Gen. J. O. Shelby, commanding division, added new luster to his 
past fame as a brilliant and heroic officer, and without disparagement 
to the officers I must be permitted to say that I consider him the best 
cavalry officer I ever saw. The services rendered by him and his 
division in this expedition are beyond all praise. Brigadier-General 
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Cabell bore liiiuself as a bold, uudaunted, skillful officer. Impetuous, 
yet wary, lie commauded bis brigade iu such a manner as to win praise 
from ali. I regret that for the want of reports from their several 
commanding officers I am not able to do justice to this as well as other 
brigades of Arkansas troops. Brigadier-General CabelPs capture was 
a great misfortune, and his place will be^difficult to fill. Brigadier- 
General Clark, true to his pavst fame, bore himself with imdaunted 
courage and bravery, as well as skill and iirudence. llis brigade was 
most skillfully handled. Colonels Slemons, Dobbin, and McCray (the 
former of whom was captured) acted throughout as brave, daring, yet 
prudent, officers, and are each entitled to great praise. Colonel 
Freeman proved himself to be a brave and energetic*. offi(*er, but as his 
men were mostly unarmed they were not able to render the same 
brilliant services as other brigades that were armed. (Colonel Tyler, 
who was placed in command of a brigade of new rec-ruits, for the most 
part unarmed, deserves great iiraisetbr the success with which he kept 
them together and brought them within our lines, and deserves especial 
mention for the cool gallantry he displayed in charging the ehemy with 
them at an important juncture, thereby greatly aiding in saving the 
train of the army from destruction. 

My thanks are due to my stall* officers for their untiring energy and 
unremitting attention to their duties during the entire campaign. 
Their zeal and devotion cannot be too highly (*ommended by me. 

In conclusion, ]>erinit me to add that iu my opinion the results flow¬ 
ing from my operations in Missouri are of the most gratifying (*liarac- 
ter. ■ I marched 1,431 miles; fought forty-three battles and skirmishes; 
captured and paroled over 3,000 Federal officers and mem; captured IH 
pieces of artillery, 3,000 stand of small-arms, K> stand of colors that 
were brought out by me (besides many others that were (‘.aptiired ami 
afterward destroyed by our troops who took them), at least 3,000 over¬ 
coats, large quantities of blankets, slioes, and ready-made (*lothing for 
soldiers, a great many wagons and teams, large numbers of horses, 
great quantities of* subsistence and ordnance stores. I destroyed miles 
upon miles of railroad, burning the depots and bridges; and taking 
this into calculation, 1 do not think L go beyond the truth when I state 
that I destroyed in the late expedition to Missoiu'i property to the 
amount of $1(),000,000 in value. On the other hand, I lost 10 pie<*(\s of 
artillery, 2 stand of colors, 1,000 small-arms, whih* I do not think I 
lost 1,000 prisoners, including the wounded left in their hands and 
others than re(*ruits on their way to join me, some of whom may have 
been captured by the enemy. 

I brought with me at least 5,000 new recruits, and th(\y are still 
arriving in large numbers daily within our lines, who bring the cheer¬ 
ing intelligence that there are more on their way to the army. After 
I passed the German settlements in Missouri my marcli was jyi ovation. 
The people thronged around us and welcomed us with o]>en hearts 
and hands. Eecruits flocked to our flag in such numbers as to threaten 
to become a burden instead of a benefit, as they were mostly uiiarim^d. 
In some counties the question was not who should go to the amiy, but 
who should stay at home. I am satisfied that could I have remained 
in Missouri this winter the army would have been increased 60,000 men. 

My thanks are due to Lieutenant-Colonel Bull, my provost-marshal, 
for the able, energetic, and (*fflcient discharge of his duties. 

STERLING PRICE, 
Major-GenemL (Jommandinq^ 

Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 

’ Chief of Staffs Shreveport^ La, 
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OrganhafUm of Price\H Army, 

I'VItAN's DIMSrON. 

IMa], JA'vri s F. rA<rAN 


CahelVs Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. William L. (‘abet i . 
Lieut. Col A. V. Beiff. 

Monroe’s (Arkansas) La\ahy, (V>]. Janies 
C. Monroe. 

Gordon’s (Arkansas) (^‘i\airy. Col.Ander¬ 
son Gordon. 

Morgan’s (Arkansas) Ca\ah,>, (N>1. 
Thomas J. Morgan. 

Hill’s (Arkansas) Cavalry, Col. John F. 
Hill. 

Gunter’s (Ai’kansas) Cavalry Battalion, 
Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Gunter. 

Harrell’s (Arkansas) Cavaliy Battalion, 
Lieut. Col. John M. Harrell. 
Witherspoon’s (Arkansas) Cavalry Bat¬ 
talion, Maj. J. L. Witherspoon. 
Hughey’s (Arkansas) Battery, Capt. W. 
M. Hughey. 

Slvmon^' Bngofh. 

Col. W. F. SLEiMO.Nh. 

(N)l. William A. CHA^\i^oki). 

2d Arkansas Ca\{ilry, Col. W. F. Slemons. 
Crawford’s (Arkansas) Cavalry,Col. Will¬ 
iam A. Crawford. 

Carlton’s (Arkansas) Ca\ alr\ ,C'ol.( diaries 
H. Carlton. 

Wright’s (Arkansas) (’avalry,Col. John C. 
Wright. 


Dobbin's Brigade. 


Col. Archibald S. Dobbin. 


Dobbin’s (Arkansas) Cavalry, Col. Archi¬ 
bald S. Dobbin. 

Met-rhee’s (Arkansas) Cavalry, Col. James 
McGhee. 

Witt’s (Arkansas) Ca\alr\, Col. A. K. 
Witt. 

Bloeher’s (Arkansas) Batter\ (oin* sec¬ 
tion, Li<‘ut. J. V. Zinimeiman. 

MeCraifs Brigade. 

Col. Thomas H. McCua\ . 

45tb .Arkansas (mounted), (^ol. Milton D. 
Ba)>ei. 

17tli Arkansas (mounted), < 'ol. Lee ( ran- 
dall. 

loth Missouri Ca^al^^, (S>1. Timothy 
Roves. 

I nafiarhed. 

Lyles’ (Arkansas) Cavalry, Col. Oliver P. 
Lyles. 

Rogan’s (Aikansas) (\avalry, (’ol, James 
j W. Rogan. 

I xAiderson’s (Aikansas) Cavaliy Battal- 
I ion, Cajit. William L. Amh^rson. 


M VRMAIU KI 'S 1 )|\ ISION. 

(ten. John S. Marmadi kk. 

Brig. (Jen. John B. Clark, Jr, 

Ehcorf. 

Company D, Fifth Missouri Cavalry, Caiit. I). R. Btallard. 

Marmaduke’s Brigade. 

Brig, (fen. John B. Clark, Jr. 

Col. Colton Greene. 

3d Missouri Cavalry, Col. Colton Greene. 

4th Missouri Cavalry, Col. John Q. Burhridge. 

7th Missouri Cavalry, ) Col. Solomon G. Kitchen. 

Davies’ (Missouri) Battalion Cavalry, S Lieut. Col. J. F. Davies. 
8th Missouri Cavalry, Col. William L. Jeffers. 
lOth Missouri Cavalry, Col. Robert R. Lawther. 

14th Missouri Cavalry (battalion), Lieut. Col. Roheit C. Wood. 
Ilyiisoii’s (Texas) Batteiy, Capt. H. C. Hyiison. 

Harris’ (Missouri) Battery, Capt. S. S. Harris. 

Engineer company, Capt. James T. Hogane. 

41 B B—VOL XLI, PT I 
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Freeman'h Brigade. 

Col. Thomas R. Fki::p:man. 

Freeman’s (Missouri) Cavalry, Col. Thomas R. lYeeniaiu 
Fristoe’s (Missouri) Cavalry, Col. Edward T. Fristoe. 

Ford’is, (Arkansas) Cavalry Battalion, Lieut. Col. Barney Ford. 

SHELB\’S DIVISION. 


Brig. Gou. JosEiui (). Shelby, 


SheUig's Brigade. 


Jaekman'b Brigade. 


Col. David Shanks. 

Col. Moses W. vSmith. 

Brig. Gou. M Jeff. Thompson. 

5tii Missouri Ciu airy, Col. B. Frank Gor 
don. 

lltli Missouri Cavalry, Col Moses W. 
Smith. 

I2tli Missouri Cavalry, Col. Da^ id Shanks 

Elliott’s (Missouri) (Javali*y,Col. Bonj. El¬ 
liott. 

Slayhack’s (Missouri) Cavalry Battalion, 
Lieut. Col. Alonzo W. Slayhack. 

Collins’ (Missouri) Battery, Oapt. Kich- 
ard A. Collins. 


Col. Sidney D. Jackman. 

Jackman’s (Missouri) Ca\iilry,Iji(‘ut. (’ol. 
C. II. Nichols. 

Hunter’s (Missouri )Cavalr>, Col. Do Witt 
C. Hunter. 

AVilliams’ (Missouri) Cavalry Battalion, 
Lieut. Col.D.A. Williams. 

1 Sehiiahle’s (Missouii) Cavalry Battalion, 
’ Lieut. Col. .John A. Schnahle. 

Collins’ (Missouri) Battery (onesection), 
Lieut. Jacob D. Connor. 


f nafta<‘h(d. 

46th Aikansas (mounted), (^oJ. W. O. (^oleman, 
TYLEU’S BRICtADE. 

Col. Charles H. Tyler. 

Perkins’ (Missouri) C’avalry, Col. Caleb Perkins. 
Coffee’s (Missouri) Caxalry,’" Col. John T. Coffee. 
Searcy’s (Missouri) Ca\alry, Col. James ,1. Searey. 


No. 90. 

Itinerary of FrUn^n ArynyA 

August 2S. —General Price and staff left Oamdeii and inarched sixteen 
miles. 

August 29 ,—^Marchetl sixteen miles to Princeton. Fagan and Mar^ 
madiike reported. General P[riceJ asvsumed command of (cavalry and 
announced staff. 

August 80, —Marched nine miles to Tulip. Paining all day. Wood’s 
battaHon reported to Marmaduke. Orders left at Princeton for Colonel 
Harrison. 

August 81 ( Gcm^jy JSfo, 4 ),—Near Olaridy’s, on Benton road. Sent back 
two iron guns of Hughey’s battery, not having suitable horses. Heard 
of Slielby cutting railroad twice and capturing 2,500 men and eight 
comiianies of the Fifty-foimth Blinois; twenty-five miles. 

Trnnsferi’od from Jaokinnn’s brigade. 
tKept by Lieut. Col. La-uchlaii A. Maclean, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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September 1 (Camp Xo. 5).—On Middle Fork of {Saline I?iver; Fagan 
on right flank toward Benton; eighteen miles. 

September (Camp Xo. 6).—Eoad rough. Paswsed Goose Pond Moun¬ 
tain; nineteen miles. 

September S (CampXo. 7).—Boad rocky and hilly; fifteen miles. 

September I {Camp Xo, —Marched fifteen miles to Dv. HilPs. 

September 5 {(Uonp Xo. ,9). —Cabell’s brigade going over the mountain. 
Heard that Brooks and Stirman had passed from Danville to Darda- 
uelle on the 3d. Weather warm and sultry. Joined by Fagan from 
the rear; eighteen miles. 

September 6 (Gamp Xo, 10). —At Dardanelle. Scouting parties of Fed- 
erals on north side of river this morning. Sent letter JS'o. 11 to Ool. 
S. S. Anderson. Marinaduke’s brigade and most of the train crossed 
the Arkansas Eiver; fourteen miles. 

September 7 {Camp Xo. 11). —At Dover, having forded the Arkansas. 
A Federal scout at Norristown this morning captured 6 horses from 
our pickets; fourteen miles. 

September 8 {Cam}) Xo. 12). —On Clinton road; Fagan moving on 
Springfield road; thirteen miles. 

September 9 {Camp Xo. 13). —Eoad rough and ro(iky; forage scarce; 
eighteen miles. 

September 10 {Gamp Xo. 11). —On Little Eed Eiver, eight miles south¬ 
east from Clinton. Companies of Federal jayhawkers disbanded on 
approach of army; a few taken ])risoners. Burbridge’s regiment went 
by Clinton. Letter sent to General Shelby by Captain Norman; 
twenty miles. 

September 11 {Camp Xo. 15). —Eoad through Big Bottom of Little Eed 
Eiver. Whole country around infested with deserters from Confed¬ 
erate army, 2 of whom were killed; 1 of ours wounded. Fagan within 
eight miles, ahead; fourteen miles. 

September 12 {Gamp Xo. 16). —After marching twelve miles on direct 
road to Batesville, diverged to the left over a road so mountainous as 
to be almost impracticable; struck the river at a point eighteen miles 
above Batesville; considerable damage to train; total distance trav¬ 
eled, thirty miles. 

September 13 {Camp Xo. 17). —^At Batesville. Forded the river one 
mile alx^ve (;amp of yesterday; crossing good; marched along left bank 
of the river; town comxfletely deserted and destroyed. General Mar- 
maduke and command, with ordnance train, marched by Powhatan 
direct, marching up on the left; traveled eighteen miles. 

September 11 {Gamp Xo. 18). —On Straw&rry Creek, lieturns and 
reports received from General Shelby; thirty-two miles. 

September 15 {Gamp Xo. 19). —At Powhatan, another deserted village. 
General Shelby with headquarters of his command at this point. Trav¬ 
eled fourteen miles. 

September 16 {Camp Xo. 20). —At Pocahontas, another deserted vil¬ 
lage and ruined community. Jackman, McCray, and others reported. 
Army reorganized, as per Orders, No. 8, on the 18th. Traveled eight¬ 
een miles. 

September 19 {Camp Xo. 21).~At Indian Ford, on Current Eiver. 
To-day the army marched in three columns—Marmaduke on the right, 
Shelby on left, with Fagan and the headquarters in the center. A 
sciout of Federals at 10 a. m. to-day burnt up Doniphan and retired; 
two scouting parties sent in pursuit. Marched twenty-two miles and 
entjered Missouri- 
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ISeptember 20 [Camp N'o. 22), —Alarehed to Pouder^s on Little 
Black 5 xjassed several houses burnt j women and children around the 
smoking ashes; the burning done by a portion of the Twelfth JVIissouri 
(Federal),"^ commanded by Captain [Lieutenant] Pape, the same that 
burnt Donii)]uin yesterday. This morning our men attacked them at 
this 1)011 it; killed a lieutenant and 3 men, wounded 4, and took 6 pris¬ 
oners. Our loss 2 killed and 5 wounded. We captured several horses 
and small-arms; distance, twenty miles. 

/September 21 (Cam}) No. 2S), —^Marched to Cane Creek; forage abun¬ 
dant; heard from Marmaduke; forty-two miles on march last night; 
found a Federal who had crawled from the fight of yesterday to a house 
on roadside; distance, twelve miles. 

September 22 [Gamp No. 2i). —Marched to Greenville, county seat of 
Wayne County; deserted; only two families in the place. Two com¬ 
panies of Federals passed through toward Ironton to-day. Shelby took 
Patterson, killing 14 and wounding several; took telegraph apparatus 
also; distance, twenty-two miles. 

September 23 {Gamp No. 23). —Marciied to Cedar Creek; r’oads rough; 
distance, eighteen miles. 

September 21 {Gamp No. 26). —Beached Fredericktown; Shelby ahead 
of us, Marmaduke behind; more killed by 14 than at first report(Hl by 
Shelby. Citizens generally Southern in sentiment; many coming to 
greet us; recruiting; distance, twenty miles. 

September 23. —Still at Caiu]) No. 2i) waiting for Marmaduke to come 
up. He encamped eight miles ofi‘. 

September 26 {Camp No. 2/). —On Saint Frauds. Shelby went by 
Farmington with a view of' cutting the railroad. Fagan drove in the 
Federal pickets at Arcadia and took position before the town for the 
night; distance, twelve miles. 

September 27 {Gamp No. 2S). —^At Arcadia. This morning Pagan 
drove the Federals from Ar<*adia, where they abandoned a very strong 
l)osition. He also drove them through Ironton. They fell back on Port 
Davidson, in Pilot Knob. Fagan formed on the south and east. Mar¬ 
maduke took possession of Shepherd’s Mountain. Heavy skirmishing 
all day and continued artillery firing by the enemy. About 2 j). m. 
charge made on the fort, but the men were repulsed, but reformed by 
brigade commanders, but too late to renew the charge that night. 
Men placed in position and ammunition replenished; distance, eight 
miles. 

September 2S {G(U)}p No. 29). —Enemy evacuated Pilot Knob last 
night; found many stores of Government goods. (For number of guns, 
&(i., taken, see reports.) Twelve miles. 

September 29 {Camp No. 30). —Passed through Caledonia and Potosi. 

At the latter place General Shelby fought and eai)tared-Federals. 

The enemy, who left Pilot Knob under General Ewing, hearing of 
Shelby being in front, moved off to the west. Marmaduke and Shelby 
started in pmsuit last night. General M. Jeff. Thompson arrived in 
camp. Euniors of Steele leaving Little Hock doubted; distance, 
twenty-two miles. 

September 30 {Camp No. 31). —At Eichwoods. Lieutenant Christian 
arrived with 150,000 caps and dispatches from General Magruder. 
No news of enemy. Flag captured at this place. General Fagan sent 
300 men to Do Soto. General Cabell sent, with his brigade, to cut the 
Pacific and Southwest Eailroad east of Franklin; ten miles. 

It was the Thiifi Missouri State Militia Cavahy. 
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October 1 {Gamp Ko. 3^). —Near Saint Clair. Met Marmaduke and 
Slielby; returned from unsuccessful pursuit of Ewings many prisoners 
brought in, found straggling. Eeport from De Soto: militia scattered 
and depot burned. M[ai*maduke] and S[helby] destroyed the South¬ 
western Eailroad for several miles. M[armaduke and S[helbyJ went on 
to Union to-night j distance traveled, nineteen miles. 

October 2 {Ganip No. 38). —Joined M[armadukeJ and S[hen)y] early 
in the morning; found Cabell; returned, burned a bridge east of 
Frankhn, and in the dawn burned the depot and destroyed the rail¬ 
road. Lieutenant-Colonel Wood also returned from burning the bridge 
on the southwest branch over the Moselle. (General Clark went to 
Washington, on Missouri Eiver; Federals retreated across the river. 
Marmaduke ordered to Hermann with his division. Ffagan] and 
S[helby] encamped on road to Mount Sterling, eight miles from Union, 
making in all fifteen miles. 

October 3 {Camp No. 34). —Distance, fourteen miles. 

October 4 {Camp No. 35). —Marched to Mount Sterling. One divis¬ 
ion crossed the Gasconade; horrible road bottom, and bottomless mud 
on west side; raining all day. Eeport ti*om Marmaduke of his taking 
Miller’s Bend and Hermann; distance, seventeen miles. 

October 5 (Gamp No. 36). —Marched to a point beyond Linn. General 
Marmaduke returned, having destroyed Osage (Gasconade) bridge, 
having taken Hermann and Miller’s Landing the day before. Shelby 
sent a force under Colonel Shanks to destroy the Moreau bridge; dis¬ 
tance, fourteen miles. 

October 6 {Camp No. 37). —Marched to the Moreau. Crossing forced 
after some resistance by the enemy. Shelby in front. Colonel Shanks 
mortally wounded. 

October 7 {Gamp No. 38). —^Near JeffervSon City. Fagan in front and 
the only division engaged. Enemy in strong i)osition, but driven from 
one position to another, until about J p. m. they retired to their fortifi¬ 
cations in and around the city, when we forme<l in line to west and 
south of Jeiterson. Cut the Pacific Eailroad. LosvS very slight; ten 
[miles]. 

October 8 {Gamp No. 39). —At Eusselhille. Finding the enemy to 
be strongly fortified and in heavy force (12,000) in town, sui)ported by 
3,000 on north bank of river, drew ofi* in the morning, Fagan protecting 
the rear and skirmishing all day; distance, fourteen [miles.] 

October 9 {Gamp No. iO ).— On the Moniteau. Marmaduke in the rear. 
Several skirmivshes with the enemy’s cavalry, Avho followed as far as 
California. Shelby with Thompson’s brigade went on to Boonville. 
Eailroad destroyed from Lookout west beyond California; distance, 
twenty-six miles. 

October 10 {Gamp No. 41). —At Boonville. All the people turned out 
to greet us. (Jross<^d a portion of conmiand to north side, but recalled 
them. (See Shelby’s report of capture ol' the place.) About 300 sur¬ 
rendered; distance, sixteen miles. 

October 11. —Enemy approached on Tipton road; was met and repulsed 
by Fagan’s command. 

October 12. —Engaged slightly with enemy; recruiting; distributing 
goods. Left Boonville at 10 p. m. and marched to Chouteau Springs 
(Camp No. 42); eleven miles. 

October 13 {Gamp No, 43). —^At Marshall’s. Clark went across by 
Arrow Eock to attack Glasgow; fourteen miles. 

October 14 {Gamp No. 44). —At Jonesborough. Fagan came up, having 
been left at the La Mine. Shelby left with a section to attack Glasgow 
from this side. Thompson went to Sedalia; eight miles. 
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October lo {Camp Ko. 45). —At Reiser’s on Salt Fork; passed througli 
Marsliall; rumors of the enemy on our left and rear; seventeen miles. 

October JO .—Eemained in camp; news of surrender of Glasgow. 
(See Clark and Shelby’s reports.) Thompson reports the enemy in 
force on road from Georgetown to Lexington. 

October 17 .—News of the capture of Sedalia by Thompson; re(‘ruits 
coming in; Federais enter Lexington on lOtli. 

October IS (Camp No. IG ).— At Waverly; twenty-two miles. 

October 19 (Camp No. 17). —At General Shields’ three miles south of 
Lexington. Left Waverly at daybreak. Knowing that Generals Blunt, 
Lane, and Jennison, with between 3,000 and 4,000 Federais, were at 
Lexington (Colorado, Kansas, and Missouri troops), fearing they might 
make a junction with McNeil and A. J. Smith, who were on Salt 
Fork and at Sedalia, made a flank movement to the left after crossing 
Tabo, so as to intercept their line of march. Met the enemy about four 
miles from Lexington on Salt Pond road; Shelby in front. Fought him 
back to the old Independence road, when night closed the flght. Fed¬ 
erais evacuated by the river road; loss very slight; went home that 
night; distance, twenty-six miles. 

October 20 (Camp No. 48). —To Fire Creek Prairie. Scoutfc> report 
enemy falling back to the Blue; recruits from Chariton; twenty-two 
miles. 

October 21 (Camp No. 49 ).—^At Independen(*e. At [Little] Blue met 
the enemy who had burned the bridge; Marniaduke in front; fought 
and drove them ba(*k tnrough Independence. Shelby sustained M[ar- 
maduke] on his left; loss between 40 and 50; twenty-six miles. 

October 22 (Camp No. 50). —Left Indei)eiideiice, Shelby in front; drove 
the enemy toward Kansas City, then struck a column on the left in o])eu 
ground; charged and took a 24-])ounder howitzer. In coming out of 
town in column enemy struck Cabell on the flank and took 2 guns and 
cut ofl:‘ some 300 or 400 men. Marmaduke, who was behind in town, 
fearing he might be taken prisoner, led Cabell’s men and cut his way to 
the command. 

October 28 (Camp No. 51). —Enemy in position on prairie; attacked by 
Shelby, assisted by Fagan with two brigades; drove the enemy tiv<^or 
six miles into Westport. The column in rear under McNeil ])ushed 
Marmaduke and Clark until Shelby and Pagan had to withdraw. 
Enemy threatened left fla.nk of train; driven off by drawing up the 
unarmed men in line. Encamped on Middle Fork of Grand Uiver; 
twenty-four miles. 

October 21 (Camp No. 52). —At Potosi. Skirmishing with the (memy, 
who are following in i*ear; thirty-three miles. 

October 25 (Gamp No. 58). —On Marmiton. When near the Little 
Osage, Shelby in front and Marmaduke in rear, a dispatch i*eceived from 
Marmaduke stating that the emmy wei*e in isight about 3,000 strong, 
with the line still extending; a brigade was ordered back from the 
front. Fagan stated on the note that he would sustain M[aimaduke|, 
but before we could go ba(‘k a mile we met the command coming on in 
the most demoralized condition. The details can only be given from 
the reports of those prescmt. Marmaduke, Cabell, and Siemens taken 
prisoner?!; 5 pieces of artillery captured, and the morale of the army 
ruined. Everjrthing hurried on, a mass of confusion, from which it 
took every exertion to redeem it, but after crossing the Osage the 
enemy again appeared in sight, but General Shelby was in the rear, 
and after an action of two hours they were held in check until after 
dark, when the troops were withdrawn; twenty-eight miles. 
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October 26 {Gamp JVb. 54), —At Cartilage. enemy 5 left everytliing 

behind; distance, fifty-six miles. 

October 27 {Camp No, 55), —Encamped on IShoal Creek; enemy still far 
behind; morale of the troops improving, but many desertions among 
Arkansas troops; twenty-two miles. 

October 28 {Gamp No, 56), —^Marched through Granby and Kewtonia; 
a small detachment at the latter place left night belore; one cavalry 
company remained; charged and routed; the captain (Christian, a 
noted bushwhacker) killed; encamped about four miles below New- 
tonia, when Blunt, with about 3,000 men, came upon us. He was met 
and signally repulsed by Shelby, sustained by Fagan with cavalry, 
and driven for over three miles. Our train was moved forward six 
miles; seventeen miles. 

October 29 {Gamp No, 57), —On Sugar Creek, five miles south of Pine- 
ville, through which we passed. Nothing known of any advance on 
the part of the enemy; twenty-six miles. 

October 30 {Gamp No, 58), —^At Maysville, on line; headquarters in 
Indian lands; seventeen miles. 

October 31 {Camp Marched to Illinois Fiver, near line of Ar¬ 

kansas; twenty-six miles. 

November 1 ^Gamp No. 60), —Marched to Boonsborough; raining all 
day; roads bad and hilly; stock worn out; much of it abandoned. Ee- 
ports from Colonel Brooks, who was investing Fayetteville; asks aid; 
seventeen miles. 

November 2, —In camp all day. General Fagan with re-enforcements 
went to Fayetteville. Colonel Freeman, with his command, started for 
-Northern Arkansas. Colonel McCray ordered to go on the 3d and 
Colonel Dobbin on the 4th, to report south of Arkansas Eiver on De¬ 
cember 15, 20, and 25; raining hard. 

November 3, —In camp; rain and snow. Letter from Eosecrans. 

November 4 {Gamp No, 61), —^Marched to Indian Territory; roads 
good; fourteen miles. 

November 5 {Gamp No, 62), —^Marched along Sallisaw Eiver eighteen 
miles. 

November 6 {Gamp No, 63), —^Marched to Arkansas Eiver; twenty 
miles. 

November 7 {Gamp No, 64), —Crossed Arkansas Eiver at Pheasant 
Ford; good crossing; four miles. 

November 8 {Gamp No, 65), —Earning; ten miles. 

November 9 {Camp No, 66), —^Earning; nine miles, 

November 10 {Gamp No, 67 ),—Order for (^abelPs and Siemens’ bri¬ 
gades approved. Siemens’ command, comman( led by Colonel Crawford, 
fiirloughed to December 10, to rendezvous at Miller’s BluflF, Cabell’s 
brigade, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Eeifr, to rendezvous on 
December 10 at Spring Hill, Ark.; twelve miles. 

November 11 {Gamp No, 68), —Shelby left behind on Canadian to re¬ 
cruit. Tyler and Wood gone ahead. Wrote to General Maxey; four¬ 
teen mOes. , 

November 12 {Qamp No, 69), —Marched for good grazing at Gaines’ 
Creek; two miles. 

November 13 {Gamp No, 70). —^Passed through Perryville. Three 
wagons of supplies received; sixteen miles. 

November 14, —Laid over in camp one day. 

November 15 {Gamp No, 71), —General Fagan ordered to establish his 
headquarters at Washington, Ark.; seventeen miles. 

November 16 {Gamp No, 72), —Seven miles. 
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Reports of Brig. Gen. Joseph 0. Shelby^ G. S. Army^ commanding divis¬ 
ion. 

Heabc^uarters Shelby’s Biyision, 

December —, 1864. 

Colonel: Tlie following report coiitains a full aceouut of my oper¬ 
ations nortli of Wliite River, vliicli 1 now Rave the honor of laying 
before you: ^ 

On August 4 I picked fifty men and sent them under Lieutenant 
Bui’ch, of Smith’s regiment, to Bevall’s Bluff. They went boldly on 
their mission, captured and killed about 50 Federals on the west side 
of the river, hailed the lookouts at the Bluff, passed themselves off for 
Mends and tried to decoy a boat over, but could not succeed, and finally" 
they fired half a dozen rounds into the gun boats, quarters, and steam¬ 
ers at the Bluff*, and got away without losing a man, the iron-dads at 
the wharf and the heavy batteries on the hill sweeping the western 
shore with a tornado of shot and shell. 

The next day Captain Williams, with a scouting party, met a larger 
force of the enemy, attacked and routed them, killing and wounding 
27, and bringing 10 prisoners to camp. Ee-enforcing Colonel Dobbin 
with Colonel Gordon’s regiment, I ordered him to make a foray upon 
the Federal plantations around Helena, and hurry them with fii‘e and 
sword. He started immediately, but met a large body of Federals at 
Big Creek bridge, with two pieces of artillery and one regiment of 
negroes. Dobbin attacked them at first sight and fought them hard 
for three hoiu's. The enemy gained the cover of some old fortifications 
of logs and trees, and made a stubborn resivstance. Dobbin and Gor¬ 
don still pressed on, drove them from their shelter, and in confusion 
toward Helena, capturing and killing great numbers, besides taking 
2 caissons, 3 wagons, many guns and pistols. Gordon, in the retreat 
of the enemy, came upon]\IaJor Carmichael with 300 cavalry, sent out 
to re-enforce the Federals, charged him in column of foui*s straight 
down the road, scattered his command in every direction, and narrowly 
missed the notorious Carmichael—a house-burner, robber, and murderer 
of the first water. Tliis disastrous battle inflicted u])on tlie enemy the 
loss of 2 field officers, 7 line officers, and 200 soldiers killed and wounded. 
The retreating foe was followed up to the corporation limits of Helena, 
falling and surrendering by the wayside ffom sheer exhaustion. The 
next day they pounced down upon the plantations and turned loose 
upon them 1,000 rough and hungry horsemen. Then began a scene 
almost un])aralleled in the history of the war. Cotton-gins and cotton, 
hay, c‘orn, and oats, reaping machines and threshing machines, negro 
cabins and soldiers’ ([uaiters, were burned, torn down, and destroyed. 
Yankee schoolmasters and schoolmarms were taken.from their little 
flocks of gaping AMcans and taught the secrets of rebel raiding j negro 
soldiers were vShot amid the blazing rafters of their dwellings, and 300 
horses and mules, much clothing and supplies, and 200 negroes brought 
wsafely off*. Lieutenant-Colonel Erwin, sent to the plantations above 
Memphis, was also successffil in destroying much Federal property, 
but being attacked and partly surprised, lost several good officers and 
men, 

^ For portions of report heie omitted, be© Vol. XXXIV. Part 1, p. 926, and p. 28, 
ante. The following extract relnles to operations already covered by special reports 
of August 9, 13, and 30, for which see pp. 191, 229, and 286, respectively. 



650 


LOUISIANA AND THE TEANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


[Chap Llll. 


My operations in tlie rear of General Steele up to this time had so 
much annoyed him that he sent a very large force up by Searcy with the 
avowed purpose of diiving me from the country. The odds were heavy 
against me in a pitched battle, for so many of my recruits were unarmed 
and ineffective, but 1 deteimined to try the issue at all hazards. Sending- 
all the sick, wounded, and unarmed men one day’s march to the rear, 1 
eoncentiated the largest portion of my effective men on the cast side 
of Black Eiver and waited foi the coming storm. Before doing this, 
however, I sent Gordon and Dobbin to operate on both flanks of the 
enemy and annoy them as much as possible, while Major McDaniel 
with 200 men played boldly in their front. For three days they marched 
and threatened, but made no direct attack. McDaniel g-radually 
worked around to their rear and charged it three times, killing and 
wounding many. Gordon had a severe fight on their right flank and 
worsted them, while Dobbin, from Augusta, held and ])reserved a men¬ 
acing attitude. Either from these causes, or something unknown to 
me, they hastily retreated one night, leaving a strong rear guard at 
Searcy, which was almost immediately driven out and our old lines 
re-established. 

I now determined to make a direct attack upon thc^ railroad, having 
received communications from General Price to the effect that he 
would probably cross it on August 24. So on the 20th I started with 
2,000 armed men and Collins’ battery and traveled rapidly in that 
direction. Big Oy^iress Creek was running out bank lull, whi<ih caused 
me to march almost due south to a\.ustin, forty miles from Little Ihxdc, 
and then back north again. Leaving Colonel Dobbin at Austin to <*over 
the crossing with his command, I reached the railroad, six miles from 
Devall’s Bluff*. Marching quietly along in column, with no flags flying, 
and everything well closed up, the appearance presented was that of a 
returning Federal expedition. The entire prairie was dotted with little 
knots and groups of the enemy, some cutting hay, some on guai-d, some 
drilling, and some lolling listlessly in the sun. Willianis, with his ad¬ 
vance, broke their noonday sleep with the ring of revolvers, and the 
surprised and irightened enemy ran away to cover. Sending Colonel 
Hunter and Major McDaniel down the road to watch Dtwall’s Bluff*, 
and forming Colonel McCray as a reserve, I opened lire on Itedoubt 
No. 1, which, after a few well-directed shots, surrendered. No. 2 and 
No. 3 re-enforced No. 4 and made a vigorous stand. Dismounting 
Colonel Shanks’ brigade and bringing up Collins’ battery, I opened 
with artillery and moved up with the infantry at the charge. The gar¬ 
risons did not wait, however, until the test came, but surrend<n‘ed un¬ 
conditionally. No. 5, seeing the result, re-enforced No. (>, which was 
held by Colonel Mit(‘hell and the veteran Fifty-fourth Illinois Infan¬ 
try. They held out well under the splendid and pitiless pra(*tice of 
CoUins’ artillery, and 1 again dismounted Shanks’ brigade and moved 
forward to the attack. Time was pressing. A very large force of iniaii- 
tiy and cavalry came hurrying down ft*om Devall’s Bluff', driving ba(*k 
Hunter and McDaniel slowly and painfully. Another force of similar 
size came fr'om the direction of Little Rock, and these two columns, like 
dark clouds, united with a somber, sullen glare. Out from the doomed 
fort now the garrison rushed for hope and help and made a beautiful 
run for their friends. I had anticipated this, and held in reserve a 
sufficient force of cavalry, which now dashed away after the fugitives. 
In ten minutes they were overtaken, ridden over, and double-quicked 
to the rear, the bullets from the enemy plowing in among their ranks. 
While the fight lasted, and before it commenced, large details were 
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tearing up the railroad, burumg forage, breaking’ reaping macMnes, 
and destroying all kinds of Federal property. The enemy came down 
upon me in large numbers, but calling up Jackman and getting in all 
my detachments, I moved off. They charged twice feeMy, but were 
easily repulsed, and I inarched back toward Austin, followed by them 
and fighting them during all the rest of the day. I traveled all night 
and reached Austin at daylight, having marched forty miles and fought 
six hours. 

The result of the expedition was gi*atifying. Over 450 Federals were 
captui'ed, 300 killed and wounded, G forts taken and destroyed, vast 
quantities of forage destroyed, ten miles of railroad torn up, the rails 
heated and bent and the ties consumed, the telegraph broken down, 
and hay machines, oxen, wagons, and supplies used up or driven oft*. 
Our loss in killed and wounded, 170. 

The enemy attacked me the next morning furiously at Austin, but 
turning upon him at the crossing of Big Cypress, Gordon inflicted such 
a sudden and terrible punishment upon him that he retreated from my 
rear and never came in sight again. As General Price did not cross 
the railroad, as anticipated, and supposing he would come over the 
mountain route, I sent a large force to Searcy Valley to watch the roads 
there le ing to his left flank if he came that route and frustrate all 
such designs, if contemplated. 

At this time I had 8,000 new recruits in camps of instruction. Mc¬ 
Cray, Jackman, and Dobbin had good brigades with several unat¬ 
tached regiments and battalions, and I had given the men to under¬ 
stand fairly and squarely that they should go to the regular army when 
the time came, or whenever I was ordered to bring them. Jayhawk¬ 
ing, stealing, plundering of private property, and lawless impressments 
had been checked and crushed by eff'ective doses of powder and lead 
and the people enjoyed a greater degree of civil freedom than ever 
before. 

General Adams, whom I found in command of the hTorthern Sub- 
District of Arkansas, was retained in his civil capacity, but had no 
control whatever with troops in the field. 

Soon after the expedition to the raifroad I sent Captain McCoy to the 
Saint Francis Eiver, where a large Government boat was hard aground, 
with fifty men to destroy it. He was successful. Burned the boat and 
cargo, which consisted of a large quantity of coal for the Mississipxii 
naval squadron. [Not long after five steamers, crowded with troops, 
came up White Eiver to Augusta, where they were ambushed by 
Colonel Dobbin, and great numbers killed, causing them to beat a hasty 
retreat. 

All the prisoners taken were paroled and sent North, for I was too 
weak to spare sufficient detachments to guard them to oiu‘ lines south 
of the Arkansas Eiver through an enemy^s country, for the entire num¬ 
ber captured during the expedition was largely over 1,100. Only a 
partial list of these prisoners can be furnished, as the record of their 
names was destroyed on the late exi)edition to Missouri, having been 
placed in a wagon devoted to the flames. Those saved, being in another 
wagon, will be furnished immediately, which will be between 700 or 
800. There was not a day that some of my scouting parties did not 
meet, encounter, and whip in every affair a larger force of the Federals, 
and such was the terror of our arms that they never came against us 
only with heavy odds. Everything in readiness to move I reported to 
General Price on his arrival and started for Missouri on September 19. 
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My thanks are earnestly due to all my officers and men for their 
courage and devotion and their eagerness at all times to meet the 
enemy. 

Hoping this report will prove satLstaotory, I am, colonel, very re¬ 


spectfully, 


JO. O. SHELBY, 

Br ifja d ler- (/ eu era /, ( Umman d i nij Exped if ion. 


Maj. L. A. Maclean, 

Assistant Adjutant-txeneral,, Army of Arkansas. 


HEAn(,>UARTEnS SlIELBY^S DIVISION, 

December —, IHbi. 

Colonel : I have the honor to make the foliovdng re])ort, embracing 
a detailed account of my operations in Missouri during the recent expe¬ 
dition of General Price: 

On the 12th of September 1 moved camp ffiom Sulphur Kock, Ark., 
toward Pocahontas in anticipation of the arrival of the army, and on the 
19th, after having received my instructions, started for Missouri, and 
encamped in Doniphan. Before arriving tliere, however, couilers troni 
Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson, of Marmaduke^s command, brought infor¬ 
mation that 100 Eederals were in the town and pressing him ba(*k. I 
immediately started forward sufficient re enforcements, but the enemy 
fled before reaching them, burning the helpless and ill-iated town. That 
night I dispatched 150 men under Lieutenant-!'Olonel Johnson to ])ursue 
the vandals. They came upon tliem early the next morning f20th|, 
attacked, scattei*ed, and killed many of them. I j)ushed on then rap¬ 
idly for Patterson, destroying on the way the bloody rendezvous of 
the notorious Leeper, and on the morning of the 22d I surrounded 
and charged in upon the town. Its garrison, hearing of my advance, 
retreated hastily, but not before many w^ere captured and killed, an<l 
some supplies taken. All the Government portion of Patterson was 
destroyed, together with its strong and ugly fort. 

By a long and forced march the next day Eredericktown wa-s reached 
to prevent, if possible, the removal of the goods therej but the news had 
outstrii)ped our fastest horses, and nothing was left but the shadow. 
A scouting i)arty ffiom my (Mmimand, under Cajdains Johnson and 
Shaw, daslied into Parmington, surrounded a strong (iourt-housi^ Jield 
by thirty Eederals, and captured them, with great quantities ol‘ goods. 

Eemaining three days at P'redericktown, I started earivon Ihe moj*n- 
ingof the 2()th for the Iron Mounlain Itailroad, the heavy clouds over¬ 
head dark and portentous with impending deslraction, and en(‘amp(Hl 
live miles from the doomed track, the whistle of the familiar locomo¬ 
tives sounding merrily and shrill on the air as if no enemy wei‘i^ watcJi- 
ing and waiting for the coming daylight. 

Early in the dim morning Col. Benjamin Elliott was sent to Jrondale 
to destroy the bridge there, and (hil. B. Erank G-ordon to tins three 
bridges over Big Eiver, below, while with the rest'of the command I 
struck the road equidistant between the two points. As my advance 
came in sight a locomotive thundered by with one car attached loaded 
with soldiers fleeing fi?om the wrath to come, which was immediately 
fired upon. Some slight obstructions had been placed upon the tra(*k 
by the advanced scouts, which delayed the tram a fcAv moments, but 
before any force could possibly have been brought up the locomotive 
went fleeing on, m*ged by hands that feared the avengers of blood. 
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G-ordou aud Elliott did their work well, as they e\er do, and Elliott, 
after destroying the vsplendid bridge at Irondale and helping himself to 
what supplies he needed, <*ommenced upon the track*. Gordon burnt 
the first of his three bridges without opposition, but at Mineral Point a 
brigade of Smith’s infantry seemed inclined to oppose him. Going 
straight at them they made but little fight, and retreated rapidly toward 
Saint Louis. The fine bridge there was then burned and one still far¬ 
ther down, and now the work of destruction began in earnest. The 
whole command was deployed in a new line of battle, called the railroad 
line; that is, each man took position at the end of a tie, the rails were 
broken at intervals of a thousand yards, and then when the word was 
given and the united strength of a thousand hands was taxed great 
mavsses and fiakes of wood and iron were torn from the pelding bed, 
lifted up on end, and hurled groaning, grinding, and crashing fifty rods 
sheer away from the parent grade. Thus for miles and miles a 
terrible plowshare ripped up the labor of yeai\s, and the red fiames 
licked up the debrivs, with tanks, depots, trestle-work, cord-wood 
and telegraiih vnve and poles. After sjxmding five hours in this labor 
of destruction 1 recalled all my detachments and spurred away for 
Potosi. One hundred and fifty Federals were in fortifications there. 
My advance charged them into the court-house, gained the buildings 
commanding it, held them there until the artillery came up, when five 
rounds brought the white flag, and all their arms, with much ammuni¬ 
tion aud supplies, fell into our hands. The same work of devastation 
was visited upon the Potosi branch, and the fine depot with seven ears 
were destroyed. 

A scouting party sent out under Lieutenant Plattenberg, numbering 
thirty men, ran into 100 Federals, killed 10, wounded 17, captured 11, 
2 caissons, 30 fine artillery horses with harness complete, 7 wagons, 
and 23 negroes—a most daring and brilliant affair. 

After remaining at Potosi until the next morning, and not receiving 
orders from General Price, nor, in fact, knowing the result of operations 
at Pilot Knob, I determined to march there with my entire command. 
At C^aledonia I received orders to be in readiness in an hour to march 
with General Marmaduke in i)ursuit of General Ewing. All that night 
the chase went on, and early the next day Ewing’s rear was gained and 
General Marmaduke, who was in advance, fought him until an hour 
before sunset, when my command, taking the lead, continued the fight 
until dark, making a heavy charge all along the line just as darkness 
shut out all vestiges of daylight. Kight alone saved Ewing from 
capture, and we bivouacked upon the field of Leasburg suppeiiess and 
rationless. The enemy spent them time in thi'owing up heavy fortifica¬ 
tions, and it was considered best next morning not to renew the attack. 
September 30 I made a detour round Leasburg and marched hard for 
the southwest branch, which was reached at Sullivan^s Station. Here 
the depot was destroyed, the track torn up as usual, vast quantities of 
lumber and cord-wood burned, with 3 passenger and 6 box cars. 

October 1, 2, 3, and 4 I moved with my division on through Saint 
Flair, Union, Mount Sterling, and Linn, capturing at the latter place 
loo prisoners and as many arms. A scout sent out here under Captain 
Eedd, my aide-de-camp, was very successful and brought in some pris¬ 
oners, arms, horses, and valuable information. Through this and other 
sections of the country traversed by the army the wise and just policy 
of General Price was fruitful of the most happy results. The German 
element, largely preponderating, had been taught that Confederate 



654 


LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI, 


[Chap LIIL. 


soldiers killed, burned, and destroyed with vengeance swift as it was 
merciless, sparing neitlier age nor sex, and exacting a dark retribution 
of blood from the citizens and non-combatants. His dr&t acts were to 
parole and liberate the militia caught at home, place guards over pri¬ 
vate property, respect the ties of politics and religion, and very soon 
they went abroad like some vast epidemic, until old men and boys (*aiue 
into his camp in crowds to bless their protector and take the oath ol* 
neutrality. On the 5th I marched upon Westphalia, in a (*old and 
heavy rain, where it was reported a Federal regiment was encamped. 
!tTone were found, however, and that night I ordered Colonel Shanks to 
take hivS brigade, with a section of artillery, and destroy the OvSage 
bridge, a very large and important structure, which was done at tlie 
charge, and 40 prisoners surprised and captured in a block-house on 
this side of the river. The brigade rejoined me in time to participate 
in forcing the passage of the Osage, six miles below Castle Eo(‘k, early 
in the day of the 6th. Positive information told me that all tlie lords 
were guarded, and the advancing force vould suffer not only the dis¬ 
advantages of crossing a wide and deep stream under tii’C, but also 
from a perfect ignorance of the enemy’s numbers. I therefor(‘ sent 
Colonel Gordon to make a vigorous demonstration at Castle Eock whil(‘ 
I massed the remaining portion of the division and forced a passage 
six miles below. Gordon found the enemy stubborn and unyielding, 
and commenced a heavy fire upon him, his advan<*e, tinder (^apt. Wil¬ 
liam M. Moorman, striking a Federal scont on this side of thirty nu^n 
and pushing them so hard that they, like the swine possessed of the 
devil, ran over a steep place and thirteen of them drowned. The rest 
were captured and killed. 

I recoiinoitered the ford warily, showing no force whatever, and found 
about one regiment drawn up to dispute farther progress, while mov(^- 
ments in the rear told that more were coming up. I dismounted Shanks’ 
and Smith’s regiments, deployed them along the bank, sheltered by 
heavy timber; held Elliott and Williams well in hand for a dash, and 
stationed my battery at splendid range. When all these arrangenumts 
weie completed, a terrible fire of infantry and artilicuy swept the otlier 
hank, swept the op])Osmg squadrons, swept the face of the bluff beyond, 
and drove everything for shelter to the woods. ISTow Elliott and Will 
iams dashed away at tlie charge; the infantry wad(‘d after. TIh^ swiff 
and beantiftil water was torn into foam-flakes tliat hiirricHl and <lan(*<Ml 
away to the sea, while the ringing shout of a thousand v()i(*(\s told that 
the ford was won. 

I immediately pushed forward Colonel Shanks with orders to ])ress 
the retiring enemy hard and heavily. The Federals, i'e-enlbr(*(Hl, <*aine 
hack upon him with great vigor, and the battle raged evenly tluTc. 
Mounting Smith’s and Shanks’ old regiment, I sent them to his assist¬ 
ance. He ordered a charge along his entire line, and led it with his 
hat off' and the light of battle on his face. That charge was glorious. 
The enemy, though outnumbering him, fled rapidly, and pressing on 
far ahead of his best and bravest, he fell in the arms of victory—a bul¬ 
let through and through his dauntless breast. 

1 cannot refrain from laying aside for a moment the cold and formal 
language of a report and paying a just tribute to the absent and 
wounded hero. Brave, chivalrous, devoted friend of all who needed 
friend; a lion in battle; ‘^fleet-foot on the correi, sage counsel hi aim- 
ber;^^ the Murat of my command. When he left us a star went out, a 
giant was gone. Whether upon the march or the bivouac, the <iold and 
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weary advance or the dark and pitiless retreat, where death. iwS fleet as 
the wave of its sable bannei-, he was always the same heroic soldier, 
ready at all times and under all circumstances. 


Tlio scythe of the icaper 
Takes the ears that are hoary; 

Blit the voice of the weeper 
Wails manhood in glory. 

After Colonel Shanks fell. Colonel Smith asvsumed command, and the 
enemy were ])ushecl until dark, when my tired and weaiy division biv¬ 
ouacked seven miles from Jefferson City. Colonel Gordon after severe 
flghting forced a passage at Castle Eock and pushed out on the Jeffer¬ 
son road. At Dixon’s plantation, seven miles from the ford, he again 
encountered the enemy after dark, when aftei* a severe engagement of 
ten minutes’ duration the Federals fled in great confusion. Gordon 
opened communication with me and then bivouacked for the night also. 
After General Fagan had driven m the enemy's outposts on the next 
day, I marched round the city and invesled it on the west and north¬ 
west and sent 100 picked men under Major McDaniel, of Elliotf s regi¬ 
ment, to the Pacific Eailroad. He returned the next morning, having 
cut telegraph communication and picked up several prisoners. 

The next morning aftei* the march had been commenced away irom 
Jefferson, Lieutenant-Colonel Schnable, pla(*ed on picket near the forti¬ 
fications on the south, was fiiriously attacked by a superior force. The 
gallant colonel repulsed thoflrst charge, but they came back re-enforced, 
and Schnable whipped them again, but the third time he charged thenl 
first, drove them 500 yards, when he met another line which pressed 
him so heavily that he was forced to retire with 4 killed and 14 wounded. 

Striking California early on the morning of the 8th [9th], I found Col¬ 
onel Smith already ahead of me, whom I had sent the night before on a 
visit of destruction to the J^acitic Eailroad, which visit will be long re¬ 
membered for riven track, bridges, and everything else that would 
break or burn. Kot halting a moment in California, I left the rear 
guard in <‘harge of Brig. Gen. M. Jeff.Thompson, who had been assigned 
by (General lh*ice to command my old brigade, and pushed on with my 
advance for Boonville, where rumor located from 100 to 800 Federals. 
About an hour before sunset I came upon tlieir outlying pickets 
three miles from town, which Captains McCoy and Williams charged 
furiously, driving.in their heavy reserves, and followed them pell-mell 
into Boonville and to within thirty feet of a heavy and strong fortifi¬ 
cation. Here the Federals were held at bay until the artillery <*ould 
(*ome up, for I am unwilling at all times to sacrifi(je life Avhen nothing 
is to be gained by it; but in the meantime I threw Elliott’s bat¬ 
talion toward tlio river below and Williams’ above, thus rendering all 
att(‘mi)ts to <*ross the river by the ferry-boat aboi'tive. While waiting 
for tlu^ battery a deputation of the oldest and most respected citizens 
came to m<i with information that inside of the fortification was one 
company of Southern men and boy's, impressed into service by the iron 
liand of despotism. I was then very unwilling to open fire upon the 
fort, and departed so far from my usual habit in such cases that I sent 
them a flag for a conference. This interview ended with an uncondi-’ 
tional surrender, and with a guaranty on my part of that protection 
accorded to prisoners of war. Yet, in spite of this and of the reflection 
it would cast upon me as a soldier and officer of houoi\ the guards wei*e 
charged by some persons in nothing save the name of Confederates, and 
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Captain Shumaker taken from them and executed. That he deserved 
death no one denies; that he met it thus every good soldier must 
lament and deplore. 

The bright hours of pleasure and enjoyment were rudely broken in 
upon on the 11th by a hea\y force of Federals attacking G-eneral Fagan. 
My division was soon ready for the field, and I received orders if pos¬ 
sible to fall upon the enemy’s flank. Fearing trouble on the Georgetown 
road, I sent Colonel Jackman there with orders to attack the enemy 
wherever found, and fight him in front, flank or rear, as he deemed 
advisable. I then moved out on the Tipton and Boonville road seven 
miles, but learning that the enemy had retired I returned to camp, at 
the same time ordering Colonel Jackman to leave a force of observation 
where he was and change position from the Georgetown road to tlic 
Tipton and Boonville road, advance in the direction of tlie retiring 
Federals, and attack them upon first sight. Having no guide, and 
being in a broken and uneven country. Colonel Jackman did not over¬ 
take them until dark, when he attacked and drove him rapidly across 
the Tete Saline, resting there for the night, making beautiful disposi¬ 
tions to renew the fight on the morrow. About daylight the F<'derals 
opened upon Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols, commanding the covering 
regiment, and forced him slowly back alter half an hour's hard fight¬ 
ing. When Colonel Jackman had drawn them to his x^osition he sud¬ 
denly turned upon them with great fury and drove them, after two 
hours of hard fighting, over the ground lost, oyer the Tete Saline, and 
two miles beyond, inflicting heavy loss. This brilliant fight stamped 
him a fine cavalry officer, brave and skillful in action, with everything 
requisite to make him a dashing commander. The enemy soon re¬ 
treated, and Colonel Jackman, by order from General Fagan, returned 
with his command to camp. 

Moving from Boonville on the 12th and max'ching rax)idly west, en¬ 
camped on Blackwater on the evening of the 13th, where orders were 
received for Colonel Jackman with 500 men to report to General Clark 
for services in North Missouri, and on the 14th these orders were car¬ 
ried out. On the same day I was notified to be in readiness as eaily as 
practicable with my entire division, remaining for a combined atta(*k 
on Glasgow and Sedalia. General M. Jeff*. Th()mi)son with a portion of 
the division and two pieces of artillery moved on the latter, and 1, with 
the remainder and the other section of Collins’ battery, moved on the 
former. Traveling hard all night Glasgow was reached an hour beibre 
daylight, and just as the distant east gave token ol‘ the coming day I 
opened with infantry and artillery ui)on the sleeping Federals, the silent 
town, and the rough and rugged fort. The suri)ris6 at first was com¬ 
plete, but the enemy, taking breath and courage, opened a merciless 
fire of sharpshooters upon the battery and upon the infantry drawn up 
along the shore. Yet Captain Collins, who never seems at home save 
in the rage and roar of battle, by the splendid aim of his guns and the 
rapidity of their serving, drove the enemy from his hiding-places, and 
there was a lull in the tempest of lead. It was oxj)ected that General 
Clark’s attack would be simultaneous with mine, and that the obje(‘.t of 
my movement should be to cover the real assault; but he did not arrive 
until two hours after I commenced the fight. My ammunition was con¬ 
siderably expended. Yet, when his guns were heard from the north I 
again returned to the work with renewed energy, sending at the same 
time to you for re-enforcements and ammunition, intending cross the 
river myself if there should be any failure from the other side. With 
this view I called for volunteers to cross to the other side in a yawl 
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and get up steam in a large boat lying opposite, which was responded 
to by Captain McCoy and Captain Carrington, of my staff. They 
crossed in plain view of the enemy, found the boat in serviceable con¬ 
dition, and came back to report, the bullets plowing and hissing in 
the water all around them. This w^as a most gallant exploit, and one 
which is deserving of the liighest praise. Before, however, additional 
help arrived the town surrendered to General Clark. Colonel Jack- 
man, acting in conjunction with him, displayed his usual courage aiul 
made a most brilliant and successful charge, driving everything before 
him. 

General Th()nii)son with great rapidity and dash hurled himself upon 
Sedalia, opened his guns at ])oint-l)lank range, sent forward Colonel 
Elliott at the cliarge, and captured town, fort, Federals, and all to the 
number of 200. V(u*y soon great masses of the enemy came looming 
up to see what bold intruder had broken in upon their (^uiet vsleep of 
years, but the wary Thompson, true to his well-won sobrhpiet, fell 
back fighting before them in splendid style after destroying everything 
owned by the United States Government. 

Before the Sedalia attack I sent Lieut. James Wood, Elliott’s bat¬ 
talion, to the large and magnificeiiii bridge over the La Mine Eiver, on 
the Pacific llailroad. True to th<5 memory of the same feat a year ago, 
he charged upon it in the dim dawn of a dusky morning and woke the 
tardy sun by a mingled mass of flame and smoke, and crackling and 
si)lintered timbers, and crumbling arch and abutment. His work was 
complete. The destruction of 18G3 was re-enacted in 1864, and the 
same old river swept on to the sea, telling great tales of how the gray 
jackets came ovev the border. 

Still moving west on the 17th and 18th, and leading the advance on 
the 19th, I encountered a heavy force of Federals under General Blunt 
five miles from Lexington, on the Salt Pond road. Immediate battle 
was given. The enemy were stubborn at first and handled their artil¬ 
lery well, but Thompson gave them no breathing time, and with Gor¬ 
don and Elliott in front pushed them hard past Lexington and well on 
the road toward Independence. This was the first real indication of 
the immediate inesence of a concentrated force in our front, and I knew 
now there would be heavy work for its all in the future. On the morn¬ 
ing of the 21st rapid and continuous firing in my front warned me that 
Marmaduke, who was in my advance, was hotly cng.iging the enemy. 
Closing up my command well and passing a commaml in front, I arrived 
in time to receive General Price’s order to support General Marmaduke 
immediately. I dismounted my entire command, except Lieutenant- 
Golonel INichols’ regiment, of Jackmaifs brigade, and crossed Little 
Blue by wading. Finding General Marmaduke hard pressed and 
greatly outnumbered, I threw forward Thompson’s brigade swiftly on 
the left, Jackman’s supporting, and the fight opened fast and furious. 
The enemy held a strong position behind hastily constructed works of 
logs and eartli, stone fences, and deep hollows and ravines. My divis¬ 
ion fought splendidly. From stand to stand the Federals were driven, 
and soon began to waver and retreat. After great difficulty and hard 
work my artillery got over the stream and opened a heavy fire from a 
beautiful position. Sending the cavalry regiment of Lieutenant-Ool- 
oiiel Nichols upon their left flank, which made a brilliant and desperate 
charge, and pressing forward immediately in front, the enemy was 
driven clearly from the field j and now taking the advance, I pushed 
Jiim in a stubborn running fight beyond Independence, where a large 
12 R R—-VOL XLI, RT I 
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hospital was lillecl with his wounded and dying. That evening Captain 
Williams, of my adAmnce, who had been sent north of the Missouri 
Eiver to recruit, returned with 600 men after having captured Carroll¬ 
ton with a garrison of about 300 and arming his entire command. 

Bivouacking at Independence to rest my tired division, for they had 
followed the chase all the long day on foot, I ordered Colonel Jackman 
on the morning of the 22d to move out on the Kansas City road and 
engage the enemy skirmishing with my pickets; then crossing the Big 
Blue and facing the enemy on the right, engaged them to cover the 
crossing and passing of the train. Sending General Thompson with 
his entire brigade, except Gordon’s regiment, to force the Federals 
back to Westport, I held Gordon to watch the left, now being demon¬ 
strated upon, until Jackman came up. Thompson drove everything 
before him on the right within sight of the domes and spires of West- 
port, and then the Federals got stubborn and re-enforcod on him, hold¬ 
ing a heavy skirt of timber that fringed the lower edge of a large field. 
Gordon also soon became engaged with forces outnumbering him three 
to one, but fought them manfully until Jackman came up, when the 
Federals unlimbered a battery at close range and poured in a merciless 
fire. I determined to charge it and take it if possible. Gordon and 
Jackman dashed away at the word, rode down the cannoneers, broke 
the infantry supports, and captured and held one beautiful 2t-pounder 
howitzer (brass), with caisson and ammunition, and several wagons 
and teams. Jackman followed the demoralized foe for several miles, 
inflicting severe injury upon them, and returned in time to meeta lai'ge 
force coming from the direction of Westport. FTow commenced a severe 
and heavy fight. The train had all safely passed, and I sent orders to 
Thompson to hurry to my assistance. The enemy, furious at the loss 
of their gun, tried hard to take it back,‘but the ground was held 
against them, and darkness and the arrival of General Thompvson put 
an end to a very hard day’s fighting. 

The 23d of October dawned upon us clear, cold, and full of i)romise. 
My division moved squarely against the enemy about 8 o’clock in the 
direction of Westport, and very soon became fiercely engaged, as usual. 
The enemy had regained all the strong imsitious taken from them the 
day before by General Thompson, and it became imperatively necessary 
to force that flank of the enemy back. Inch by inch and foot by foot 
they gave way before my steady onset. Regiment met regiment, and 
opposing batteries draped the scene in clouds of dense and sable smoke. 
While the engagement was at its height Collins burst one of his Pari'otts, 
but fought on with his three guns avS if nothing had happened. Again 
were the Federals driven within sight of Westport, and here I halted 
to reform my lines, uatui*ally broken and irregular by the country 
passed over, intending to make a direct attack upon the town. About 
12 o’clock I sent Jackman’s brigade back to the road taken by the 
train, for it was reported that General Marmaduke had fallen back 
before the enemy—although he had never notified me of the fact, or I 
never saw his couriers, which I learned afterward were sent—and thus 
my whole right flank and rear were exposed. Jackman had scarcely 
reached the point indicated when he met an order ftom General Fagan 
to hasten to his help at a gallop, for the entire prairie in his front was 
dark with Federals. Jackman dismounted his men in the broad and 
open plain and formed them in one long, thin line before the huge wave 
that threatened to engulf them. Collins with one gun hurried forward 
to help Jackman, and opened furiously uxion the advancing enemy. 
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On and on, their great line overlapping Jackman by one-half, they 
came to within eighty yards. Down went that line of gray, and a steady 
stream of bullets struck them fairly in the face, until they reeled, scat¬ 
tered, and fled; but the wing that extended beyond and around Jack¬ 
man’s left rode on to retrieve tJie disaster of their comrades, and came 
within thirty paces at full speed. Again a merciless fire swept their 
front; again Collins poured iu double charges of grape and canister, and 
they, too, were routed and driven back, when General Fagan thanked 
Colonel Jackman on the field of his fame, fresh and gory.” It was a 
high and heroic action and one which shines out in our dark days of 
retreat like a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.” There on 
an open prairie, no help or succor near, no friendly reserves to cover 
and protect a retreat, Jackman dismounted with almost the forlorn de¬ 
termination of Cortez, who burnt his ships, resolved to conquer or die. 
Fresh lines of Federals forced Jackman to mount his horses, and he 
fell bacik after the train, fighting hard. 

Kowniy entire rear was in ])ossession of tlie enemy, and the news 
was brought Vhen Tliompson was fighting tor dear life at Westport. 
AVithdrawing him as soon as ])ossible, and vith much difficulty, for he 
was liard pressed, I fell back as rapidly as L could after tlie retiring 
army, tlie force I had been fighting at Westport coming up just behind, 
when, reaching the road, the iirairie in my rear was covered almost by 
a long line of troops, which at first I supi)osed to be our own men. 
This illusion was soon dispelled, and the two great waves uniting, came 
down upon one little brigade and Colonel Slayback’s regiment. Tlie 
])rosi)ect was dark and desperate. Not a tree or bush was to be seen 
for weary miles and miles, and no helping army could be seen any¬ 
where. I knew the only salvation was to charge the nearevst line, break 
it if possible, and then retreat rapidly, fighting the other. The order 
was given. Thompson and Playback fell upon them with great fury, 
mixed iu melee, and unclas])ed from the deadly embrace weak and 
staggering. In attempting to rcdbrin my lines (which after breaking 
through and through the F(‘derals were much scattered) an enfilading 
battery of six guns swe])t tlie whole line, and anotluu* in front opened 
with tei rifn* efle(‘t. At the same time the column A\hich followed me 
from Westport came down at th(^ charge, and nothing was left but to run 
for it, which was now commenced. The Federals seeing the confusion 
pressed on furiously, yelling, shouting, and shooting, and my own men 
fighting, every one on his own hook, would turn and fire and then gallop 
away again. Up from the green sward of the waving grass two miles 
offia string of stone fences grew up and groped along the plain—a shel¬ 
ter and proteidion. The men reached it. ISome are over; others are 
coming up, and Playback and Gordon and Bla<*kwe]l and Elliott are 
rallying tlu^ men, who niake^ a stand here and turn like lions at bay. 
The fences are lines of fire, and the bullets sputter and rain thicker 
upon the charging enemy. They halt, face about, and withdraw out of 
range. My command was saved, and we moved offi after the army, trav¬ 
eling all night. 

Day and night the reti‘eat was continued until the evening of the 
25th, when my division, marching leisurely iu front of the train, was 
ordered hastily to the rear to protect it, while flying rumors came up 
constantly that Marmaduke and Cabell were captured with aU their 
artillery. Leaving Colonel Jackman with his brigade to watch well my 
left flank and guard the train, I hastened forward with Thompson’s 
brigade and Slayback’s regiment to the s<'cne of action. I soon met 
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beyond tbe Osage River the ad^^aneing Rederals, hushed with success 
and (damorous for more ^dctims. I knew from the beginning that I 
<*ould do nothing but resist their advance, delay them as much as pos¬ 
sible, and depend on energy and night for the rest. 

The first stand was made one mile north of the Osage Eiver, where 
the enemy was worsted; again upon the river-bank, and again T got 
away in good condition. Then taking position on a high hill one mile 
south of the river, I halted for a desperate struggle. The enemy ad 
vanced in overwhelming numbers and with rcnew(Hl confidence at the 
sight of the small force in front of them, for Captains Langhorne and 
Adams and Lieutenant-Colonel Mchols with their commands were 
ahead of the train on duty. The fight lasted nearly an hour, but I was 
at last forced to fall back. 

Elliott, Gordon, Slayback, Hooper, Smith, Blackwell, Williams, and 
a host of other officers seemed to rise higher and higher as the danger 
increased, and w^ere always where the tide of battle rolhnl deejasst and 
darkest. It was an evening to try the hearts of my best and bravest, 
and rallying around me they even surpassed all former days of high 
and heroic bearing. 

Pressed furiously, and having to cross a deep and treacherous stream, 
I did not offier battle again until gaining a large hill in fi‘ont of the 
entire army, formed in line of battle, where 1 sent orders for Colonel 
Jackman to join me immediately. It was a fearful hour. The long 
and weary days of marching and fighting were (*ulminating, and the 
narrow issue of life or death stood out all dark and barren as a rainy sea. 
The fight was to be made now, and General Price, with the pilot’s wm*y 
eye, saw the storm-cloud sw’-eep down, growing larger and larger and 
darker and darker. They came upon me steadily and calm. I waited 
until they came close enough and gave them volley for volley, shot for 
shot. For fifteen minutes both lines stood the pelting of the lemlen 
hail without fiinching, and the incessant roar of musketry rang out 
wildly and shrill, all sepjirate sounds blending in a universal crash. 
The fate of the army hung upon the i*esult, and our very existence tot¬ 
tered and tossed in the smoke of the strife. The red sun looked down 
upon the scene, and the redder clouds floated away with angry, sulhm 
glare. Slowly, slowly my old brigade was melting away. Tln^ high- 
toned and chivalric Bobbin, formed on my riglit, stood by me in all 
that fiery storm, and Elliott’s and Gordon’s A'oic(\s sounded high above 
the rage of the conflict: merry men, fight on.” 

All that men could do had been done. For five days and nights 
Thompson’s and Slayback’s commands had fonglit and marched and 
marched and fought, and now^, under concentrated and accumulated 
fire of heavy odds, the left of Ginieral Thompson’s brigade reeled ba(ik 
over the praiiie, the Federals following with furious yells; but tbe 
right, under Colonel Elliott, met the advancing wave and broke their 
ffofit line in every direction by charging furiously the rear of the 
enemy pressing hard after the left of Thompson’s brigade. 

Eow Colonel Jackman, who had done his duty well in another part 
of the field, came rushing up to avenge his fallen comrades. Going 
into line at a gallop, and opening ranks to let the retreating brigade 
through, he charged down upon the rushing enemy like a thunderbolt, 
driving them back and scattering their front line badly. This (*harg(‘. 
saved us, and the day’s work was done. The Federals halted, reformed 
their lines, brought up artillery, and fired away at long range. Very 
slowly the army moved away without molestation, and darkness canre 
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down alike upon tlie dying and tlie dead, and tlie stars came out, and 
a weird and dreary silence liusiied the air to stillness and repose. 

On the night of the 24tli [25th], on the Marmiton Eiver, Colonel Jack- 
man, by order, burned that portion of the train devoted to the sacrifice, 
and brouglit up the rear all that day and night to Carthage, where we 
encamped on the night of the 25th [2Gth|. On the evening of the 28tli^ 
while comfortably resting a few miles south of INeviionia, a large Federal 
for(*e drove in our outlying pickets quitc^ briskly and came charging on 
with their usual vitality. Dismounting every man of my division, I 
formed my line of battle just in time to meet the onset. Jackman held 
the right and i)rote(*ted two pieces of Collins’ artillery, which opened 
immediately with good (‘fiect. Thompson and Slayback were on the 
left, and I sent a good detachment under Major Cordon to watch well 
my extreme left flank, and then moved steadily forward with a loud 
and ringing chi^er. The men never hesitated from the first, but drove 
the enemy all the time before them and advanced two miles into the 
prairie, exposed to a heavy artillery fire from the first, and it* I had had 
a mounted regiment of my own command I <*()uld have charged and 
taken their splendid battery. Two detached companies of Thompson's 
brigade (Captains Langhorne’s and Adams’) did excellent service on the 
exti'eme right. 

Nfight closed the contest, and another beautiful victory had crowned 
the Confederate arms. This success wms of eminent advantage to our 
army, fought as it was when some were ui'ging the old and horrible 
cry of demoralization, re-enforcements, and no ammunition. That night 
about 12 o’clock 1 withdrew, leaving Lieutenant-Colonel Erwin to 
watch well the enemy’s movements until the next day. He left at 8 
o’clock the following morning, and our retreat was continued to Cane 
Hill unmolested and undisturbed. At Cane Hill, in the midst of a pelt¬ 
ing snow-storm, 1 furnished a detail of 500 men, under Colonel Elliott, 
and Collins’ battery, to reimrt to General Fagan for an attack upon 
Fayetteville. Ue comxflimented them for their gallantry and courage, 
and they rejoined me the next day after making the fight. 

With as much rapidity and (‘omfort as possible the march was con¬ 
tinued to the Arkansas Eiver. I would here state, liowever, that after 
all danger was over, by permission of General Price 1 sent C'olonels 
Hunter, Schnable, NTichols, and JSlayback with their commands to North¬ 
western Arkansas to recruit both men and horses and gather up what 
recruits had been left when the expedition to Missouri commenced. 
After crossing the Arkansas Eiver provisions were scai'ce, flour a myth, 
and salt numliered with the things that were. Yet we got along as 
well as could be expected, and only when actually suffering did I ask of 
General Pri<*e permission to return to the Canadian and kill and jerk 
beef. After losing many valuable horses and resorting to almost every 
exiiedient to get my battery through, I arrived at Doggy Depot with 
my command tired, weary, and very hungry. Here cattle were i)ro- 
cured, and the question of getting the gtuis"along no longer disturbed 
the quartermaster. 1 feel proud that not a gun of my battery was lost 
except the rifled piece that burst in action, and 1 can safely say that no 
battery ever contained a more gallant or daring captain—one that would 
go farther and stay longer and fight harder than the one commanded by 
Capt. E. A. Collins. 

To mention all who showed high and noble coimage on the field would 
exceed the limits of even a lengthy report, but Colonels Jackman, Gor¬ 
don, Elliott, Hunter, Nichols, Schnable, Smith, Hooper, Blackwell, 
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Oraveiis, and Erwin; Majors (rordon, ]M(*Daniel, Yivioii, and Yontz (who 
was killed); Captains Langhornc, Adams,McCoy,Wood, Franklin, Lea, 
and Lieutenants Plattenberg, Gill, and iiiaiiy others showed qualities 
which stamp tkem as soldiers, heroes, and Confederates. Colonel 
Sehnahle, whose A^oiee sounds like a raging lion, is brave, cool, and will 
charge from 100 men to 10,000. Colonel Hunter is always cool, always 
ready to fight, and bis judgment never at fault. Col. Benjamin Elliott, 
the grim Masseiia of tbe conflict, never quits a post until all hope is 
gone and death stares him in the face. Colonel Smith and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hoo])er (both wounded) are men the Confederate Army may 
well be proud of. Captain Williams, of my advance, than whom there 
arc Jio braver or better, and the young (^aptaiji Manri(*e Langhorne, of 
my escort, deserA’^e ])i‘oniotion for gallantry on the field. Brig. Cen. M, 
Jett*. Thompson needs nothing here to establish a reputation alr(‘ady 
knoAvn oA-er the ITnited States. IFe was always Avith his brigade, and 
that Avas always where the firing was heaviest, Col. A. 'W. Slaybaek 
won for himself a name and reputation for daring and gallantry that 
has no superior. Lieutenant-Colonel Blackwell, the scarred veteran of 
fifty battles, maintained his high reimtation. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Erwin, always calm and cool, exhii)ited eminent abilities on the field. 
Cai)ts. C. CL Jones, Heber Pj*ice, Toney, Elliott, Neale, Shindler, F(u'- 
rell, and many others displayed distinguished gallantry. 

But AAhy mention a fcAV names AAdien all acted so well t Amid all the 
trying hours of oiir perilous expedition my command neA"(n' failed to 
rally and to foim wheueAuu* and whereAu^r ordered. 

Although the expedition Avas full of hardships and sulfering in some 
res])ects, necessary upon such a long and protracted march, yet Ceueral 
Price accomplished much, and stamped his ex])edition as one ol* the 
most brilliant of the war. Large numbers of Federals Avere Avithdrawn 
from Gherman; large numbers kept from going to him; vast quantities 
of Government supplies used and destroyed; five splendid railroads 
visited Avith almost irreparable damage; large levies of recruits made; 
many prisoners captured; a beacon-light of hope and help reared in 
the dark night of despotism and oppression; the {Southern heart stimu¬ 
lated and encouraged; the weakness of Federal dominion tested, defied, 
and throAvndown; the wrongs of accumulated years avenged, and a 
great thrill of electric hope, pride, strength, and resistance sent (*oursing 
through every A^eiii and artery of tlie South. 

General Price had elements in his command so Aveak, so heli)less, so 
incongruous that no human band could (*ontrol them, and these ele¬ 
ments were fastened upon him by the very nature of the expedition, 
gTowing and springing dii’ectly from it. Tinn^ will vindicate the great¬ 
ness of the scheme, histoiy croAAm it with the laurel Avreath of fame. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, 

JO. O. SHELBY, 

Brigadier (reneraJ^ Commanding J)hmioH. 

Lieat. Col. L. A. Maclean, 

Assistant Adjntant-Generaly Army of l^lissonri, 

OAving to the unfortunate accident of having all Tuy books and])apers 
destroyed of this ex])edition, then" may lx* iiia<*euracies in the mimes 
of places and the dates of events, but in the whole is generally correct. 
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Reports of Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson, €. H. Army, commanding 

Shelby^s brigade, 

Headquaiite:bs Shelby’s Brigade, 

Bonham^ Tex,^ November 1864. 

General : Upon tlie Gtli day of October, 18G4, while in camp on the 
Osage Biver, IVIo., I re(*eived the following order: 

Special Orders, ^ Heaix^i ariers Army of Missouri, 

No. 21. S Camp No> S7j October 6', 1864. 

* -Ji- * il Xs At 

II. Col, David Sliaoks having been temporarily disabled by wounds received in 
his gallant forcing of the no^-iog .i1 Prince’s Ford, Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson 
is temporarily assigned to rlw- (*(anij'5i:'il of Shelby^s brigade, lately commanded by 
Col. D. Shanks. 

By order of Major-General Price: 

L. A. MACLEAN, 

Llenienaut-ColoneJ and AsUatant AdjutanUGetieraJ. 

Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson. 

In conformity with the above order I assumed command of Shelby’s 
brigade on the morning of the 7th 'of October, and it is therefore my 
duty to report the action of this brigade from that date until the pres¬ 
ent time. Colonel Shanks was left in the neighborhood of the i)laee 
where he fell and was captured by the enemy, which will account for 
the report of the action of the brigade from tlxe opening of the cam¬ 
paign to the battle on the Osage on the Gth of October being made by 
another. On the 7th of October on our march toward Jefferson City 
we were rejoined by Colonel Gordon’s regiment that had been detached 
at Westphalia to go by Castle Eock, and marching in the column 
under your immediate command we passed westward and in sight of 
Jefferson City to a position southwest and three miles away from the 
city and encamped. During this night a detachment under command 
of Major McDaniel, of Elliott’s battalion, proceeded to the Pacific Eail- 
road and destroyed the water station and several bridges on the 
stream, up the valley of which the railroad leaves the Missouri Eiver. 
On our march around Jefferson City on the 7th the batteries in the 
fort south of the capital constantly fired at us, but all of their shot fell 
short or missed their aim and we had no casualties. Oil the 8th we 
marched with the main army and encamped in the neighborhood of 
Eussellville. On the night of the 8th Colonel Smith’s regiment was 
sent to the Pacific Eailroad to destroy as much as possible, and to 
proceed toward California, a town on the railroad. On the morning of 
the 9th my brigade was detached from the main army and ordered to 
proceed to the town of California, which we did, but found it already 
occupied by Colonel Smith. We were at California but a short time 
when we were joined by yomself and stafiC and ordered to proceed to¬ 
ward Boonville. While at California I ordered the water station 
burned, and our quai‘termasters and commissaries took possession of 
such articles as were^ needed in their respective departments, but I 
did not allow the mdii to break ranks, and no disorders were com¬ 
mitted while 1 remained in the town. A party of men had been to the 
town the night before our arrival who committed some depredations, 
and Smith’s regiment had helped themselves pretty freely before my 
arrival, but those under my immediate command acted like good sol- 
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diers. We proceeded on our marcli toward Boonville without especial 
incident until within four miles, when you with the advance guard, 
commanded by Captain Williams, struck the enemy’s pickets, and at 
full speed drove them toward the town. Youv order to me to lollop 
with the brigade as speedily as possible was obeyed, but from the long 
march to that point (thirty-six miles) and the fact that at the mill near 
the road rations were being issued to the men as they passed, we did not 
move as compactly as would have been desirable, but the zeal of each in 
dividual man was sufficient to make tlie charge over the four miles dis- 
tan(*e to ^he town not of long duration, and the regiments were soon 
formed at the positions assigned them, and the battery of Captain Col¬ 
lins was at hand to open when necessary. 

At tliis time you notifted me that the garrison of the enemy had sur¬ 
rendered and ordered me to receive and take charge of the prisoners. 
I marched Shanks’ regiment (dismounted) down to recei\T^ the formal 
surrender, and must compliment them for the soldierly and courteous 
manner in which they treated the prisoners, for many of them were 
known to be men who scarcely deserved such treatment. Having fur¬ 
nished the division provost-marshal with the men he rec^uired to guard 
the town, the brigade was withdrawn to the south(*rn hmits of the cor¬ 
poration and encamped. We had marched forty miles this day, the 
last four of which was at full speed, and the men and horses were l)oth 
much fatigued. 

On the morning of the lOtli of October we were ordered to a position 
four miles west of Boomdlle. On the 12th we were ordered out to meet 
the enemy, but after several marches and countermarches we retuimed 
to camp without having met them. While at camp near r>oonville a 
detachment from my brigade was ordered to proceed toward the Pacifui 
Kailroad under charge of Lieut. James Wood, adjutant of Elliott’s bat¬ 
talion, and they burned the bridge at Otterville and destroyed the road 
in other ways. On the 13th we marched with the army and encamped 
at Mr. Marshall’s, on the road from Boonville to Joiiesborough. On 
the night of the 13th 1, by order, sent Col. A. W. Slayba(*k with his 
command to proceed in a southwest direction to hud and report tlie 
strength and position of the enemy who were reported to be moving 
from Jefferson City. On the 14th we marclied to Joiiesborough and 
encamped on the south side of Salt Fork. Just after we had gone into 
camp the following order was brought to me: 

Special ORurus, } IIi vuQrAKiPRs Army of Missouri, 

No. —. i Camp JS^o. 44, (klober //, 1S(>4. 

General: You will ai oiwo send Brii>adicr-(Teiieial Thompson ^^itU not less lliau 
800 or 1,000 men and one section of artillery to Lollg^'^ood and liom ihen< o to Sed.ilia 
to attack tke Federal Joi< e at that ])onit, should he de< in it prudent. \ on will also 
instruct him to bring back with him a drove of cartle and mules said to lu that 
neighborhood, and]‘etiirn with as little delay as praetuMhle. 

By order of Major-General Price: 

L. A. MA(^LEAN, 
aiss/s/H»/ idjnianl-iUmmJ, 

Biig. Gen. Jo. O. Shelby, Provisional Army, 0. S., 

i\miI 

Upon tliis order and your verbal instructions J started before sun¬ 
down with about 1,200 men and a section of Collins’ battery, under 
Lieutenant Harris, and proceeded to Longwood, where I found Colonel 
Slayback with his recruits, with information that a large forc'c of the 
enemy had passed between him and Sedalia that day. You had directed 
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me to report direct to General Price, as you were to go toward Glasgow, 
and tlie inforinationfariiislied by Colonel Slayback was sent to General 
Price. 

At daybreak on tbe morning of tbe 15th I moved southward toward 
Sedalia until i reached the main road from Otterville toward George¬ 
town, along which the enemy had passed. I have learned positively 
that a large body oi* cavalry had passed the afternoon of the 14th and 
had encamped beyond Georgetown, and that a large for(*e of infantry 
had started from California the day before and were then supposed to 
be on the La Mine. I concluded that I could pass between these bodies 
of troops and take Sedalia and escape before they (*ould interfere, and 
probably divert and delay them if they were moving to some rendezvous. 

I, therefore, after resting my horses for seveial hours, took up the 
line of march for Sedalia. This town is situated in the midst of a vast 
prairie, and the only manner to vsurprise it was by a direct and rapid 
march. I proceeded along the main road in column with Elliott’s regi¬ 
ment in advance, and we found the enemy’s i)ickets about one mile 
tiom the town at the end of a lane. We approached within pistol-shot 
before they discovered we were Confederate States troops, and the in¬ 
stant they iired Elliott charged, and over the intervening open prairie 
between the lane and the town friend and foe alike rushed for the lines 
of the Eederals. Elliott and his men leaped the rifle-pits with the 
pickets, and the Eederals'near this point of entry immediately sur- 
nmdered to Elliott, but during the delay in forming the other regiments 
of the brigade and getting the artillery in position, which I thought 
safer than a general charge, the enemy recovered from their first panic 
and drove Elliott out of the lines. Sedalia is defended by two redoubts 
at opposite angles of the town, and continuous lines of rifle-pits all 
around. As soon as the guns were in position and opened another panic 
seized the garrison, and nearly all of them broke and fled. As speedily 
as possible forces were sent to cut oil* the retreat, and in a few minutes 
more we were again in the town, and all who were in the lines at the time 
wer(» (*aptured. The guns coiitiiuied to play upon the redoubts for some 
tiinebefoie we found they were unoccupied, for their defenders had 
fled without lowering their flags, which were still floating. Asvsoou as 
the town was in our possession 1 used every means in my power to con¬ 
trol the men, to prevent pillage, and also to secure as much valuable 
material as was possible for the army; but in sxnte of every effort there 
was considerable plundering of the stores, but I am confident the private 
houses were respected. The guns were kept in a position to command 
the railroad, and Gordon's regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Black 
well, remained in line to support them. Colonel Slayback’s command 
was used as a provost guard, but the other regiments, having been 
brok<m in their <'harges, were less manageable, but still I am proud to 
say no outrage or murder was committed. Tbe prisoners that we cap¬ 
tured were paroled, as mentioned in a special report to corps head¬ 
quarters. 

Just after dark we took up our line of march to return to the army, 
but not knowing what reports might reach the en^my of oiu* strength, 
we did not travel the usual roads, but took the by-roads, leaving George¬ 
town to the west, and encamped on Muddy. 

We captured at Sedalia several hundred stand of :arms and many 
pistols, and several wagon loads of goods suitable for soldiers. On the 
morning of the 16th I continued the march in a northwest direction, 
hoping to reach Cook’s Store, at which point I had written to General 
Price that I would encamp, but hearing repeated rumors of the move- 
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ments of the enemy to the west of us, and at Brownsville being assured 
that they were in force about Cook’s Store, I turned northward and 
encamped near Dans Fork. On the 17th I proceeded northward until 
I reached Waverly. Here I received orders to turn eastward to join 
the main army that had awaited the return of our expedition and the 
one under General Clark to Glasgow. I obeyed the order and marched 
to Salt Fork, east of Grand Pass, and encamped. On the 18th we 
marched in our propei‘ place in column toward Lexington. On the 
19th we were met by the enemy. My brigade vas in front, and we 
drove him with varied but uninterrupted success until he was westward 
of the city of Lexington, when with a charge we drove him entirely 
away, and followed him until the darkness of night rendered further 
pursuit impossible. 

In this day’s action many feats were performed worthy of the pen of 
the historian, and I would not do my duty were I to fail to chronicle 
for hiwstory that the courage and steadiness of the recruits under the 
command of Cols. A. W. Slayback and John T. Crisp upon this occa¬ 
sion fully equaled the chivalry of their veteran associates under com¬ 
mand of Colonels Gordon, Smith, Elliott, and Erwin. Those under 
Major Johnson also deserve notice, and Collins’ veteran battery main¬ 
tained their reputation. 

After the piu'suit of the enemy was given up we were ordered to 
proceed by the river road down to Lexington, and we encamiied in the 
corporate limits of the city. On the morning of the 20th my brigade 
passed through the streets of Lexington and took its position in the col¬ 
umn of march for Independence, and encamped above Wellington. 
On the 21st we moved in the (‘enter of the column, Marmaduke’s divis¬ 
ion in front. On approaching the Little Blue River the enemy was 
found in position to dispute our passage. We were ordered to the left 
of Marmaduke’s division, and having dismounted we soon forced the 
crossing in our front, and following the enemy from position to posi¬ 
tion, several of which were very strong and well defended, we drove 
him toward the town of Independence. I met General Marmaduko 
several times during this day’s fighting, but his troops were so far to 
our right that I made no movementiii immediate co-operation wifcli tliem, 
but steadily drove the enemy with the Shelby brigade until nearly 
night, and entered the town in line of battle just at dark, having fought 
dismounted for seven miles. The brigade on this day displayed 
patience, perseverance, and true courage, for mounted men generally 
dislike these long fights on foot. The ofiicers all did their duty and 
the men deserve especial credit. On the 22d we left lndepen(leii(‘e at i) 
a. m. and took the road to Westport. We were again in tlie rear of 
Marmaduke’s division, but were soon ordered to take a left-hand road 
and push for the Big Blue Eiver to force a crossing south oi‘ the main 
crossing. We soon reached the point indicated and found that the 
enemy had obstructed the crossing by felling tree^s, and were disposed 
to dispute our passage. A portion of the brigade were dismonutc^l, 
and in the face of the enemy waded the stream and made a lodgment 
upon the west bank. Others soon followed, and we drove the enemy 
so fast that the’axes they had used to fell the trees were left by them, 
and they were speedily put to use in opening a road for our artillery 
and the train to cross. The brigade continued to press the enemy 
(having remounted the dismounted men) to near the town of Westport. 
Gordon’s regiment had been detached to accompany you towar(i the 
left, and the gallant fight made by it on this day was under your per¬ 
sonal direction. While still following the enemy an order was received 
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to tall back toward tbc Blue and to i)lace my 1 obeyed tlie 

order and the brigade started down the road, with the exception of 
Erwin’s regiment that remained to pick#^t the road. 

At this time a messenger met the head of the column with orders to 
hurry to the assistance of yourself, who with Jackman’s brigade and 
Gordon’s regiment had been fighting the enemy on the extreme left. 
The column started at a gallop, led by the gallant Slayback, who hap- 
l^ened to have his (*ommand in front when the order was received, and 
Ave were soon upon tlie field that you were fighting upoii. The brigade 
was thrown into line as speedily as possible, but the enemy retired 
before we went into action. Darkness had now arrived and we were 
ord(n*ed to bivouac in line of battle, with Jackman’s brigade in the open 
prairie, and thus we i)assed the night. 

On the morning of the 23d we were ordered to inarch toward West- 
port, and we soon found ourselves confronted by the enemy, who had a 
battery commanding the road and covering the approaches to the town. 
Collins’ battery was iilaced in position and Elliott’s regiment and Will¬ 
iams’ command were left to cover the guns and right of the road. I 
went with Gordon’s, Smith’s, Slayback’s, and Johnson’s commands to the 
left of the road and advanced upon the enemy. The fighting became 
very spirited, and upon our advancing, Colonel Smith’s horse was shot 
and his men fell back, exposing the left of Gordon’s regiment. One of 
the regiments of Jackman’s brigade charged the force that had fronted 
Smith, but this regiment was also compelled to fall back. At this stage 
1 ordered Slayback add Johnson with their recruits to charge this force 
of the enemy, and it Avas done in most gallant style, driving them from 
the timber in which they were posted and occupying it themselves. 
Gordon’s regiment had stood firmly under a galling fire all this time, 
having in its front an enemy posted behind a stone fence that could not 
be charged on account of intervening fences. 

About this time that gallant charge in column down the road was 
made by McGhee’s regiment of Arkansas troops Avhich resulted so dis- 
asti'ously to the brave m(m who made it. Having gained the grove of 
timber we were not long in flanking the stone fence behind which the 
enemy was, and soon dislodged him. It was in this movement that Lieut. 
James Wood was wounded while coiiA^ersing with me. We now took 
position behind the same fence that the enemy had held, but the posi¬ 
tion in lino of my regiments was changed. Slayback was on the right, 
next Johnson, next Smith, and Gordon had the left, with Jackman’s 
brigade still on his left. We (piietly held this situation for some time 
Avaiting for a supply of ammunition, which was delayed in arrmng by 
our distantje from the train. During this delay Oolhns’ rifled guns 
were moved up to the i)osition that had been occui)ied by the enemy’s 
guns and opened. One of the rifled gnus burst the first fire. As soon 
as we were sui^plied Avith ammunition and prepared to move forward 
orders were received for us to fall back, and we did so in line of battle 
under a heavy fire ftom the enemy’s batteries. We had just passed 
through the fields in which we ha<l been fighting into the open prairie 
when you ordered me to form the line facing eastward, and shortly 
afteivyou ordered us to charge the enemy then in our front. Our line 
was not complete, but the regiments that Avere formed bravely threw 
themselves against the foe, and breaking their first line we were sur- 
l)rised to fin’d a long line of infantry and a battery in position imme¬ 
diately in their rear. At this instant, while our lines were broken and 
our long-range guns discharged, the enemy with a fresh line charged 
oux* right, and then for the first time on this campaign Shelby’s brigade 
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turned its back to tlie foe. You bad formed several of tbe regiments of 
the brigade in our rear to support us, but as we rushed back tbe stam¬ 
pede seemed to become contagious, and soon tbe whole command was 
in wild disorder with the enemy charging at our heels. It was impos¬ 
sible to rally the men as a body, but many brave fellows took advantage 
oppositions to delay the enemy and let the others escape. The enemy 
pursued that portion of the men that remained with me to the village 
of New Santa whei^e we turned to the left and met Colonel Slayback 
and Major Johnson vith some of their men. We now assumed some 
order, but avoided the enemy, and moved toward the eastward, and in 
a few miles joined the main army, a portion of the men being with me 
and themajor part with Colonel Slayback. We encamped this night on 
tbe waters of Grand Eiver. 

On the 24th we marched southward with no event of interest occurring. 
On the 25th we resumed our march and reached the Osage Eiver about 
noon. We were here preparing to go into camp when you ordered me 
to form the men and move northwestwardly to hold in check the enemy, 
who were approaching from that direction. I soon perceived them 
advancing, but uiDOii my forming line and advancing they fell ba(*k, 
and we passed over the ridge out of sight of the road we had traveled. 
Slayback and Erwin were sent to a held to our left, and Smith, Phliott, 
Gordon, and Williams constituted my main line. We remained in 
this position a short time, when au order was received to quietly with¬ 
draw and cross the Osage. I started the main line for the ford, and 
moved to a point to direct those on our left. Our movement was made 
very leisurely, and not until I reached the ford did I learn of the dis¬ 
asters of the past few hours. We were ordered to disjmte the passage 
of the enemy and delay his approach. The disiiositions were Jiiade 
under your direction, and we quietly awaited him. The party left at 
the ford were flanked on both sides and retired without firing a shot, 
and soon the enemy appeared on the south side of the stream. Our 
first line, composed of Elliott’s and Williams’regiments, coolly witnessed 
the formation and advance of the enemy, and when within range (*om- 
menced firing. The imiiossibility of loading Enfield lifies on horseback 
now became apparent again, for after one discharge the horses became 
ex(*ited, and when the enemy charged, whi(*h they soon did, tlnu'e was 
nothing to do but letreat. The men held their horses well in hand and 
could have been controlled, but upon approaching our second line it 
commenced firing before we reached it and broke before we passed 
through. Ther(‘ v^as a tliird hue formed by Erwin’s regiment that had 
the advantage of a ditch, which covered the road, and had it not been 
for the check that he gave the enemy very many of the briga<le would 
have been killed or ca])tured. We soon passed out of immediate dan¬ 
ger, and the men formed again very readily, although all regimental 
organization was lost. 

Were it not out of pla<*e in a report like this I would here speak of 
the manner of rallying troops, for in this day’s experience was the 
experience of many years of au ordinary soldier’s life, and I watcluMl 
the manner closely that 1 may hereafter, should ne(*(\SwSity reipiire it, 
know how to control men in a stampede. All ran, yet none w(U'e 
frightCTied, and as there was no discipline I found a (juiet voice ami 
ordinary remark attracted more attention than the vehement language^ 
and orders that some use. Our lines were formed and broken several 
times this day, but our loss was small. Each colonel retained a part of 
his command about him, but the brigade was not formed together after 
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the first line was broken. I was with one line and then with another, 
and came oif the field with Colonel Elliott after night had set in. Our 
march was continued to the Marmiton Eiver, wheie we encamped. 

Early in the morning of the 26th we were in the saddle, but our march 
was much delayed by a mistake in the road by the head of the column. 
The train was burned on this morning. After a tedious day’s march 
we reached the waters of the Keosho, and resting the men for a few 
houi'vS we proceeded to Carthage, where the arm}- was encamped, reach¬ 
ing it after daybreak on the 27th. On the 27th we left Carthage at 
noon and marched to Shoal Creek, and got into camp late at night on 
account of a mill-race which had delayed the whole army, each man 
his portion of the time. On the morning of the 28th my brigade was 
given the advance, and w'C were directed to move on i^'ewtonia and 
attack the force stationed there. We were delayed by the duty of 
checking the stragglers ti'om our army passing to the front; but we 
entered the prairie in whi(*h Kewtonia is situated without being dis¬ 
covered and moved up toward the town. When the advance guard 
came in sight there was great commotion among the garrison, and they 
soon took to lliglit, and the advance, under Captain Williams and 
Colonel Erwin, attempted to intercept them, but the distance was too 
great, and they only succeeded in overtaking and killing the command¬ 
ing officer (one Captain Christian), who was noted for his bloodthirsty 
brutality. The brigade soon reached the town, but passed through to 
camp some two miles south. Colonel Erwin was directed to remain 
near the road to Cassville, upon which the enemy had retreated. We 
had been in camp but a few hours when our scouts reported that the 
main body of the enemy were approaching on the same road we had 
come. I was ordered to form the brigade on foot and proceed to meet 
them, r (lid so, and advanced into the prairie to a fence we were 
directed to form on; but soon we were notified that it was a false alarm 
and returned to our camps. We had scarcely commenced the oidinary 
duties of camp when we were again ordered out, and proceeding to the 
same pla<*c found the enemy drawn up before us on the opposite side 
of the small field. The firing commenced immediately, and in a few 
minutes our line bravely crossed the fen(*e and advanced upon the 
enemy, crossing the field under a hot fire of artillery and small-arms, 
and drove the enemy into the open xirairie. ISTot stoi^ping at this second 
fence an instant, we advanced into the ])rajrie and continued to drive 
the enemy, never letting them form to charge, which they endeavored 
to do. There was some mounted men on our right, but no supports 
near our rear, and I halted the line after we had advanced so far that 
we. were exposed to lianking. We remained in this i')osition until the 
enemy had retired their line, when we fell back toward our camp, 
receiving several shots from the enemy’s artillery as we retired. 

It would be invidious to speak of the courage and gallantry of any 
officer where all did their duty so fully; but it would be neglect not to 
mention George Collins, the color-bearer of Gordon’s regiment, wh5 
carried his flag as high as both hands would reach in the front of the 
line. While crossing the second fence in the advance the brave Colonel 
Smith leaped upon it to cheer his men on, and he was wounded in three 
places at the instant, and was left at our hospital and fell into the hands 
of the enemy. 

This was our last fight with the enemy on this campaign, and from 
N’ewtonia to this point we have had but to contend against cold and 
hunger and fatigue—those anticipated hardships of a soldier’s life 
which task that noble kind of coui‘age called endurance—and 1 am 
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glad to say that the brigade displayed this attribute of a good soldier 
as well, if not better, than any in the army, and have reached this point 
in as good condition and spirits as could be expected. 

There were brilliant acts of courage that should be described by the 
pen of the poet, and severe suffering that should be painted with gloomy 
shades; but this ^^unvarnished tale” is suificient for Shelby’s brigade, 
for its reputation is established. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Brig, Gen., Missouri State Guards, Gomdg. Shelby^s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. Joseph O. Shelby, P. A., C. S., 

Commanding Division, Bonham, Tex. 

A D D Fj N I> A. 

Beiurn of oasuaUics in Shell)fs hrUfade during the Mianouri expedition, August ^39 to 

Jleeember J, 180i. 
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Headquabtebs Shelby’s Bbioabe, 

Laynesport, Ark., December i, 1S()4. 
Col. L. A. Maclean, 0. S. Army, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Pricers Corps, present: 

Colonel: You call upon me for a report of the number of ])risoners 
of war that were captured by my command at Sedalia, Mo., on tlic ir)th of 
October and paroled by me on that occasion. I have the honor t o report 
that, having no juinted paroles with me, and the time not allowing me 
to TVTite them, I was compelled to take verbal paroles, juid, also, as I 
did not know how it was intended to classify the kinds of troops that 
were fighting us, and being desirous to make a favorable impression 
upon the home guards and enrolled militia, I divided the prisoners into 
three classes, viz, the home guard, of whom there were several hundred; 
the enrolled militia, of whom there were some seventy-five, and the vol¬ 
unteer militia and regular U. S. Volunteers, of whom there were forty- 
seven enlisted men and three commissioned officers, viz, Capt. O. B. 
Queen and Lieut. E. T. Berry, Company M, Seventh Cavalry, Missouri 
State Militia; Lieut. E. Knapi), Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, TJ. S. 
Volunteers. The home guard I released unconditionally and the others 

’*Capts. L. M. Major, W. N. Thorp, and Lieut. James Mcllhaney wounded. 

tCapt. Benjamin M. Neale and Lieuts. J. B. Fleuner, Haynie, Charles J. Lewis, and 
Ridge wounded. 

tCol. D. Shanks mortally woimded. Capt. George B. Webb and Lieuts. J. P. Coch¬ 
ran and James L. Tucker wounded. 

$ Col. M. W. Smith, Lieut. Col. J. C. Hooper, Capt. Thomas H, Loa, a]ul Lieuts^ J, W.. 
White and T. J. McClure wounded. 

lISlayback's and Johnson^s commands not accounted for. 
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swore to the usual parole, the officers pledging their honor, and promiwS- 
ing to give to each of those paroled a certificate that I had paroled 
them. When my report of the expedition shall be written I will give 
all the particulars. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Brig, Misaouri State Guards^ Gomdg. Shelby^s Brigade, 


No. 94. 

Report of Col, Sidney J), Jackman^ Jackynan\s Misfionri Cavalry^ com¬ 
manding brigade, 

Hdqrs. Jackman’s Brio., Shelby’s Div., Army op ]\Io., 

Clarlcsville^ Tex,^ November 80^ 1864, 

Sir : 1 beg leav(^ to submit the following report of the operations of 
this brigade from the 20th of August last to the present time: 

This brigade on the 20th of August last was encamped near Batesville, 
and consisted of the regiments of Colonels Hunter and Coffee and my 
own regiment, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols, and 
the battalion of Lieutenant-Colonel Schnable, its entire strength being 
about 1,500. Of this force about 500 men were armed with either guns 
or pistols or both. On the 19th of Augnist I received orders from Briga¬ 
dier-General Shelby to move with the armed portion of my command to 
Fairview, in the State of Arkansas, and there form a junction with Col¬ 
onel Shanks, commanding brigade. At an early hour on the morning 
of the 26 th I set my command in motion, moving about 500 armed men. 
We reached Fairview in the evening of that day, when I reported to the 
brigadier-general in person. On the 21st, 22d, and 23d we moved with 
the entire force by slow marches in the direction of the Memphis and 
Little Rock Railroad, and encamped in the evening of the last day 
thirteen miles fi'om this road. 

At daylight on the morning of the 24th I again moved <nit my com¬ 
mand, and after marching in common time for five or six miles I was 
directed by General Shelby to detach Colonel Hunter with his regiment 
and send him on a road intersecting the railroad at a point some ten 
miles west of DevalPs Blufi* and east of Ashley’s Station, where he 
intended to strike the enemy, and move up the remainder of the com¬ 
mand at a brisk trot. Marching in quick time I soon reached the edge 
of the prairie and found Colonel Shanks already engaging the enemy. 
I immediately deployed into line on his right, but before any part of 
my brigade became engaged the enemy, numbering 150 men, surren¬ 
dered. After the capture of chis force by the direction of General 
Shelby I fell back to the timber and formed, on the left of the battery 
for its protection. At 2 p. m. I received orders to move upon and cap¬ 
ture the force occupying Jones’ Hay Station, on the railroad. On 
reaching its vicinity I found it already partially invested by the forces 
respectively commanded by Colonel Hunter, Lieutenant-Colonel Erwin, 
Major McDaniel, and Captain Williams. I formed a line fronting the 
enemy, with my right resting on the left of Lieutenant-Colonel Erwin 
and my left in the direction of Colonel Hunter’s right, but with a con¬ 
siderate interval between the two. Upon learning the situation I sent 
a flag by the hand of Major Beard and Lieutenant Mills, of my staff, 
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to the officer commaiidiug the fort, requiring an immediate surrender 
of the i^lace, and was replied to by him that his duty demanded of him 
to hold the place as long as possible. Being satisfied that the enemy 
could make a vigorous defense, and that his capture would require an 
expenditure of life disproportionate to the value of the fort if the attack 
was made by me unsupported, I sent a stall* officer to General Shelby 
requesting him to send me a section of artillery. It was not long 
before he arrived in person with the artillery and the command of Col¬ 
onel Shanks. Colonel Shanks was placed in position on my left, and 
his command and that of mine dismounted, and under a well-dire(*ted 
lire of the artillery moved forward in a charge on the fort. The enemy 
yielded, making but a feeble resistance. Thus by this action, without 
any sacrifice, some 400 prisoners were secured, together with a largo 
lot of stores. Colonel Mchols captured the Federal banner—a beauti¬ 
ful one, indeed. 

Immediately after the capture my c<jmmand was ordered to mount 
and form to receive a force of the enemy that was already engaging 
Colonel Hunter on the extreme left. Colonel Hunter fell back slowly 
and in excellent order, and the enemy had soon approached near 
enough for the remainder of my command to engage him. He was met 
by a severe fire, which was sustained for about an hour, at the end of 
Which time I was directed by General Shelby to fall back to the timber. 
I had no difficulty in holding my men in hand, and they fell back with¬ 
out confusion to the cover of the wood. 

This was the first engagement in which I had commanded the troops 
of Colonel Hunter and of Schnable’s battalion, and a good many of the 
men of my own regiment were new to me. As a matter of course 1 felt 
great anxiety as to their conduct on the field, especially as they were 
engaged upon the right of Colonel Shanks’ veteran brigade; but my 
fears were soon relieved, and I am gratified in believing that the 
behavior of officers and men met the approbation of Brigadier-General 
Shelby. 

During this engugeiuent I lost 5 men killed and 37 wounded. My 
horse among the many was shot and abandoned. 

The command moved all night, and reached JStony Point about 10 a. 
m. of the 25th, where we camped the I'emainder of that day and night. 
On the morning of the 2Gth wo were again put in motion,'Lieutenant- 
Colonel hlichols being detached with his l egiment by the brigadier- 
general commanding to form a x)art of the rear guard of the army, the 
enemy having advanced and made a demonstration. The remainder 
of my brigade being in front moved on uninterrupted. During the 
night of the 2(>th Lieutenant-Colonel Mchols reported to me, and my 
command being again united I moved in the direction of Batesville, 
near which place I went into camp on the 31st of August. From this 
time to the 7th of September we were disturbed by occasional news of 
the advance of the enemy that caused ti*om time to time a change in 
the disposition of the command, but still remained eucami)ed near 
Batesville. 

On the 8th and 9th of September, by an order fr'om General Shelby, 
I moved in the direction of Hookrum, near which point 1 camped for 
seveial days. On the 14th I received orders to move to Po(*ahontas. 
I reached its vicinity on the 17th and encamped at Bollinger’s Mills, on 
Fourche de Mas. On the 10th I moved to Doniphan, on the bovd<‘r of 
Missouri. The town had been recently sacked and evacuated by a 
small force of the enemy. Under an order fi*om General Shelby I fur¬ 
nished a detail oi thirty men to Colonel Johnson, who started in pur- 
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suit and overtook liini some twenty miles distant. Bimng a little 
en^’agement tliat'followed Ave sustained a loss of 2 men killed and 5 
Avounded. From tlie 20th to tlie 2Cth there Avas nothing to disturb the 
quiPt of the mar<‘h. On the night of the 2(>th we cami)ed six miles 
from the Iron Mountain road and on the dirt road leading fi‘om Farm¬ 
ington to Potosi. On the 27th Ave moved across the railroad, AAdiieh Ave 
found ehe(*tually damaged by Colonel Shanks’ brigade, upon Potosi. 
Tlie toAvn and for(*e defending it Averc already captured. On the 28th 
the command moved to Caledonia, and at S p. m. the brigade Avas 
ordered to join in the pursuit of the forces retreating from Pilot Knob. 
This pursuit was continued during the night and day succeeding. 
About 6 ]). m. the rear of the enemy’s column Avas overtaken, and my 
brigade was formed as a support for Captain Collins’ battery, but night 
coming on and th(^ enemy having secured a strong position, we were 
ordered to fall back to camp. On the 30th of September and 1st of 
Octolxn* the command moA^ed along the Polla raih'oad, frequently halt¬ 
ing to tear it up. The road Avas seAwely injured. 

Oil the CATiiing of the 2d [Ist*?] avc turned in the direction of Union, 
some ten miles north of tlie Eolla road, General Clark’s brigade being 
ill advance. We reached the town at 4 P- in., but before my line wms 
formed the artillery oiiened, and the enemy taking the alarm, only an 
inconsiderable number Avere captured. In this engagement I lost 1 
brave soldier. On the 3d Colonel (^offee with his regiment was relieved 
from duty in the brigad<^ by order of Brigadier-General Shelby and 
directed to report to ]\lajor-(7eneral Price. On the Ith, 5th, and Oth I 
moved in the direction of Jefferson City. In the eA^eniiig of the 6th my 
command crossed th(‘ Osage Eh^er and A\ms ordered forward to join 
Colonel Shanks, Avho had already encountered the enemy in small force. 
The pursuit was continued for about three miles, Avhen, not coming up 
Avith the Fed(‘rals and night being upon us, I AV'as ordered to halt for 
the Hight. On the 7th the command mo\Td on the road to Jefferson 
(Tty, and on reaching a point two miles ff'om the city avc turned to the 
lelt and halted for the night in line of battle fronting th(‘ enemy. By 
order of General Shelby Lieutenant-!’olonel Sehnable Avith his bat¬ 
talion Avas xdaced on ])icket duty a mile and a half from Jefferson City. 
During the inorniug of the 8th the enemy drove in his vedettes, and 
after making several unsuccessful charges upon him Avith superior num¬ 
bers, finally flanked him and forced him to Avitlidraw Avith a loss of 2 
killed and 5 Avouuded. 

Oil the 8th, Oth, and 10th we moved toward Boonville, Avhi<*h place 
we rea(‘hed during the evening of the latter day. At 3 p. m. of the 11th 
I AA^as ordered on the Georgetown road, five miles out from BoouAdlle, to 
meet a for(‘e of the emuny making a demonstration there. On reaching 
the x)oint designated I found that the force had disappeared. At 4.30 
p. m. I rei'oived an order from General Shelby to move a(*ross to the Tii)- 
ton and Boonville road, a distance of seven miles, and fall upon the flank 
and rear of a force of the enemy in line of battle there. Immediately 
on the receipt of this or<l(u* I moved my brigade rapidly in the direc¬ 
tion indicated, but meeting with a good deal of difficulty in finding the 
road, and being compelh^d to march through a badly broken country 
without a road or guide, I did not succeed incoming up with the enemy 
until about dusk. Upon discovering him I formed so as to stiike him 
in flank, but belbre my formation Avas comideti^ he commenced with¬ 
drawing in column on the Tipton road. I moved at once in xmrsuitand 
pressed close upon him to the bridge across the Tete Saline Eiver, 
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Mnding a considerable force occupying the bottom ou the other side, 
and knowing nothing of the country, I determined to rest the pursuit 
there until morning, and in the meantime communicate the situation to 
General Shelby. Falling back a mile with the major part of my (com¬ 
mand, I left Lieuteiiant-Oolonel Nichols with his regiment on picket in 
ti‘ont of the enemy. Colonel Hunter 1 placed in position three-quarters 
of a mile in the rear of Mchols, so that he might be in supporting dis¬ 
tance and at the same time cover a road that made olf from the main 
road at that point, while Lieutenant-Colonel Schiiable was ordered to 
remain in line of battle 300 yards in the rear oi* Colonel Hunter, but 
fronting toward Boonville. I made this disposition of my force from 
the fact that I had not yet opened up (*ommunication Avith the toAvn, 
and did not know but that a force of the enemy might be Ix^tAveeii me 
and it. 

We continued to occupy this position during the night, and at day¬ 
light on the morning of the 12th, when the enemy opened on Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel Mchols. Having ascertained that my rear Avas (*lear, 1 
ordered Colonel Hunter up and ordered him to take a position 300 
yards in the rear of Nichols. After suwstaining a vigorous light for half 
an hour'Nichols fell back slojrly to the rear of Colonel Hunter, Avh(u*e 
he immediately reformed. 

In the meantime Colonel Hunter be<*ame sharply engaged. Alter 
maintaiiiing a ])rivsk light for half an hour he fell ba(‘k ou Lieutenant- 
Colonel ISchnable. {Satisfied by this time that the for(‘e of the enemy 
Avas largely superior to mine, I determined to fall back, so as to cover a 
road from Tipton to Boonville leading into the one avc were noAV defend¬ 
ing about a mile in our rear, and iii order to secure a good position for 
my whole force. Ou reaching the iioint 1 had in view I dismounted 
Mchols^ and Schnable’s commands and placed them under the shelter 
of a fence, Avhere they soon met the attack of the enemy. «A light 
ensued of an hour’s hmgtli, after AA'hich 1 succeeded in driving the enemy 
back along the road over AA'hich aa^c had but a short time before retreated 
and across the bridge over the Tete Saline Eiver, a distance ol* one mil<‘, 
and a half, inflicting serious injury upon him. 

During this engagement my command sustained a loss oi' J men 
killed and 20 AAxmnded (Captain King, a ])rav(^ oflicer, among lh(‘ 
Avounded), the loss falling heaviest on Schnable’s battalion. A good 
many horses were killed and Avounded. IVIy OArn iiorse Avas severely 
shot. 

The ofl1(*ers and men deserve great iiraisc for the coolness and obsti¬ 
nacy with Avhich tiny maintained this light, bolding their ground and 
falling back alike in perfect ordiu*. Number of my men in this engage¬ 
ment 600j that of the enemy a full brigade*. 

At the conclusion of the fight General Fagan with a i)ortion of his 
command came upon the ground. The enemy having retreated, I wa^s 
ordered to return to Boonville. At 2 a. m. on the morning of the 12th 
fl3th ?] wetookupourlineof inarch, and on the night of thelSth encam])ed 
on Blackwatex'. During this night I receiAT*d orders to re])ort a picked 
force of 500 men from my brigade to General Clark for an expedition 
to North Missouri, 

I moved early on the morning of the 14th, and crossing the river at 
Arrow Eock I Avas ordered to co-operate with liim in an attack on 
Glasgow. On reaching the suburbs of this place 1 was ordered to form 
on the left of General Clark’s brigade and invest the toAvn on the south. 
My line was soon formed and skirmishers thrown out, when at the 
command my men advanced gallantly. We soon met a galling fire from 
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the sharpshooters of the enemy, but advancing steadily we drove them 
into tlieir intrenchments. A large number of my men had se(*ured 
shelter within forty yards of the works, where they annoyed the enemy 
severely, when 1 was directed by General Clark to hold my position 
until further orders. A continued tire was kept up for several hourvS, 
when I visited the general for the pur 2 )()se of urging liim io move at 
once u 2 )on the fort. During our consultation negotiations for the sur¬ 
render of the plac(‘ were opened, which resulted in an agreement to 
surrender the place on condition that the men were to be treated as 
inisoners of war and the officers permitted to retain their side-arms 
and i^rivate property. This capture was a valuable one in the way of 
stores of all kinds and new and superior guns. About 800 j)risoners 
were captiu’cd. While in this eonneedion 1 would estate that General 
Shelby from the south side of the river liad opened tire U 2 )ou the town 
two hours before our arrival, and was of great help to our assaulting 
column by his well-directed tire. 

On the'morning of the lOth I received orders to recross the river, 
and during the night of the ITtli rejoined the main army, encamped 
on the Salt Fork of I>la(‘kwater. On the morning of the -Slst we w(n*e 
in the saddle at sunrise, and moved to the crossing of Little Blue, at old 
Cam]) Holloway, where, by order, my whole command, with the exce])- 
tion of I^ichols' regiment, was dismounted and thrown acroASs the creek 
into line. This ])art of my command pressed forward eagerly, but did 
not succeed in reaching the enemy. The regiment of Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel Nichols made a spirited charge upon the enemy’s line, breaking and 
driving it back in confusion. The conduct of himself and men was 
highlj’* i)raised by all who witne^ssed it. 

Oji the morning of the 22d, after having eucami>ed the night previous 
at Independence, 1 was onlered out on the Kansas City road, with 
instructions to driv(‘ back the force of the cmemy engaging our pickets 
on that road. Wlnui on reachiiig tlie i)oint designated General Slndby 
aiTivcd and directed me to turn to the right and guard the right flank 
of the army until the train ])assed, when 1 was to ])e relieved by Gen¬ 
eral Fagan, and report to him with my command at the head of the 
column. At the ])ropcr time Nichols'and Schnable’s commands Avere 
relieved, Hunter’s and (^)leman’s regiments being directed to await 
orders. 1 moved at oik'c with Nichols and Schnable to the front, when 
soon alter crossing Big Blue I overtook and reported to General Bhelby. 
I Avas dir(‘(*t(‘d by the general to moA’^e foiward i*apidly to the assistance 
of Colonel Gordon, who was being ])ressed by the enemy. 1 moved 
briskly across the ])rairie and soon came in Asight of his force. Nichols’ 
and Schnable’s men fronte<l into line at a gallop. The enemy having 
fallen ba(‘k to the cover of some small timber and in the rear of their 
artillery, Avhich Avas ijlaying u])on us, I ordered a charge and the 
Avhole command SAvex)t IbrAvard in gallant style, driving the Fed(Tals, 
utterly routed and demoralized, from their Ashelter, pursuing them 
across the prairie, killing and capturing them in considerable niimbeiAS. 
They Averc completely broken, in their flight leaAdng in our hands a 
24-2)01111 der hoAvitzer (brass), its caisson, and ammunition for it; also 
several Avagons and teams. 

With a s(iuad of about 100 men T continu(‘d the inirsuit for several 
miles, doing good Avork on the deeing enemy. Upon my return to the 
held I found that part of my for(*e left behind, having in the meantime 
been joined by the regiments of CVilonels Hunter and Coleman, iiressed 
by a considerable body of Federals, who had aiipeared from the direc- 
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tion of Webtport. Notwitlistandiug the vsuperioi ity of this force we 
succeeded in holding* our ground until night. About dusk General 
Thomx)Son arrived with re-enforcements, but too late for the action. 

Our loss during the day was slight. Quite a number ot horses were 
killed or wounded. Lieutenant-Oolonels Nichols and Schnable had 
their horses killed. My horse Avas severely wounded. 

The morning of the 23d at 0 a. in. my coinmand, by direction of ]h*ig- 
adier-General Shelby, was moved out in line of battle in concert Avith 
General Thompson’s to meet the enemy advancing from Westport. A 
se\eie light soon ensued, which resulted in a temporary success to him. 
Our forces, however, soon rallied, and turning droA^e him from the field. 
About 12 o’clock I receiA^ed an order from General Shelby to fall back 
across the prairie to the point where the gun Avas captured the evcming 
before and report to General Eagan, Avho was in iiressing need. 1 imme¬ 
diately moved out, and on the Avay met an order from General Fagan 
to move as rapidly as xmssible, as the enemy were demonstrating in 
heavy force on his front. Upon reaching the general 1 was ordered by 
him*to dismount my men and receive a charge of the enemy’s <*avalry. 
I formed my men on foot and directed them to withhold their fire until 
the Federals were hi point-blank range. 

In the meantime they came on in a swinging trot, and Avhen Avithin 
eighty yards at the command a destructive lire Avas poured into them, 
killing and Avounding a large number of men and horses, and (*ausiug 
their line to reel and break. The line of the enemy being much longer 
than ours, their right continued to advance, but turning and pouring 
a well-directed lire into it, it fell back in confusion. By this time the 
enemy Avere covering the prairie, threatening from every point, and my 
horses being exposed 1 ordered my men to mount. After mounting 
Ave formed a number of times in falling back and took position until 
the enemy disappeared, Avheu I moved off in the rear of the army. 
During this last engagement. Captain Collins, of the battery of Gen¬ 
eral Thompson’s brigade, came to my assistance with his only remain¬ 
ing gun and fought gallantly until the command fell back. 

In this light my brigade, although placed in a perilous condition, on 
foot, and threatened by superior numbers, behaved with a steadiness 
and courage beyond common praise. A considerable loss was sus¬ 
tained by the brigade in the various engagements of these tAVO days; 
some 25 men were killed and 80 wounded. We Avere so unfortunate as 
to lose Major Yontz, of Colonel Elunter’s regiment, AA’ho received a 
Avouud from Avhich he subsequently died. Major BroAvn, my assistant 
adjutant-general, was wounded in the thigh, and Captain Thompson, of 
my staff, was either killed or captured, which I haA’^e never ascertain(‘d. 
At this point the falling back of the army commenced and continued 
uninterrupted, so far as my brigade was concerned, until the evening 
of the 25th. 

On the morning of this day I was moved out in adA^ance of the train. 
About 1 o’clock 1 receiA^ed an order from General Price to paih the 
train and fall back to Osage Eiver, to prevent the enemy ft*om cross¬ 
ing that stream. I directed Major Brinker, chief quartermaster of 
the army, who was at his proper place, to park the train, and 1 moved 
back as rapidly as possible. I had not time to form before I was 
ordered to the front to protect the train, which the enemy were threat¬ 
ening. I had hardly executed the command when I received orders 
from General Shelby to return at once to the rear to his relief. I 
prcvssed rajiidly on, and getting near enough to obtain a view of tlie 
scene of action, I discovered that General Thompson’s brigade alone of 
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the entire force was engaged, and that it was outuuiiibered at least 
three to one. The general and his coniinand were holding their ground 
in gallant style, though evidently about to yield the unequal contest. 

I threw my men into line at a full dash and ordered a charge, which 
NS as bravely executed through the retreating command of General 
Thompson. This charge was so promptly made that the enemy was 
driven back on his support. Finding myself largely outnumbered T 
withdrew, the enemy not attempting pursuit. During the remainder 
of this day’s march my brigade, with a small portion of General 
Thompson’s, brought up rhe rear of the army, remaining in this posi¬ 
tion during the night’s encampment on the Marmiton Eiver. 

In this engagement 1 sustained a loss of 4 killed and 10 wounded. 

On the morning of the 26th I furnished details to destroy the train 
ordered, covering with my brigade their operation and bringing up the 
rear the entire day. On the evening of the 28th, while in camp three 
miles south of l^Te^onia, 1 was ordered by General Shelby to move my 
entire command on foot to co-operate with General Thompson in repel¬ 
ling an attack from the enemy, who had again appeared. I was 
directed by him to leave Hunter’s and Mchols’ regiments to support 
the battery of the division, and to put tlte commands of Lieutenant 
Colonel Schnable, Colonel Coleman, and Major Shaw into the tight. 
This order was executed at once. After engaging the enemy sharply 
for some little time he was driven back. The brigade sustained a loss 
of 10 wounded. 

On the morning of the 30th Colonel Hunter, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Nichols, and Lieutenant-Colonel Schnable left the line of march of the 
main army, by i)ermission of the brigadier-general commanding, in order 
to give their men an o])portunity of visiting their friends in Northern 
Arkansas. At the same time Colonel Coleman left with his regiment. 
On the same day Captain Williams, with his regiment of recruits, was 
ordered to report to me, and this command with some small detachments 
constituted my force on this recent march. The retreat from tlie Mis¬ 
souri border to Eed Eiver was a severe trial to this regiment, and under 
their sufferings a great many of the men became insubordinate and 
were disposed to complain unnecessarily; but a large portion of their 
suffering was the result of their own inefticiency. It was fre<iuently a 
difficult n)atter to obtain details from the command to procure beef for 
its own use, and finally they became so reff’actory that they would not 
leave the line of march to look for meat for themselves unless when 
stimulated by excessive hunger. They com plain that they were reduced 
at one time to the necessity of subsisting on horse-flesh, but my settled 
oi)inion is that this resulted from their own indolence. 1 make this 
statement as I feel it due injustice to Major-General Price and Briga¬ 
dier-General Shelby. I will say, however, that Captain Williams is to 
be exc('pted from this censure. lie was unremitting in his attention to 
the command and never hesitated at any sacrifice of time or labor to 
secure cheerfulness in it. 

In conclusion I feel that it would bo unjust to fail in jnentioning the 
meritorious services of a good many officers and soldiers of the brigade, 
yet when such a number did their duty and some must be omitted the 
discrimination may be unequally unfair. I must, however, draw your 
favorable attention to Colonel Hunter and Lieutenant-Colonel Fullbright, 
the last of whom has been recently promoted to his present position, 
but who on every occasion discharged his duty with soldierly care and 
courage; to Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols, who distinguished himself for 
his cavalry dash, and to Major Newton and to Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Scliiiable, who sustained liis lighting rc])utation on every held, viiile 
Captains Marchbank and Ivowland Wilson and Lemons were always 
conspicuous for their gallantry and won for themselves the most dis¬ 
tinguished consideration. Captain Lemons was brave and energetic on 
the held, but deserves censiye for leaving the command Avithoufc i)er- 
mission. 

The various members of my staft* are entitled to my thanks for the 
constancy with which they (everywhere su])ported me on this trying 
trip. 

Major B("ard, a(*ting assistant adjutant-general, was at all times pres¬ 
ent where his duty called him, wh(*ther tliat point might be the post of 
danger or where tlie more tedious labors of his office called him. 

I cannot close this list without xiaying a last tribute of resi)ect to the 
memoryofC^apt.J.Drury Pulliam, my;;:' ..'•-Ah:' ' adjutant-general. 

By permission he had gone in advance of me army into Missouri for 
the purpose of recruiting a command, when he was captured and bru¬ 
tally murdered. I had been intiinatcdy associated with him for two 
years, and had watched him when his character was t(^sted by every 
conceivable danger in the sternest degree, and the result of my observa¬ 
tion was that 1 had never known a young man of more daring or (*hiv- 
alry. 

The brigade upon the whole did its duty well. On tlie march into 
Missouri it was newly organized and poorly arim^d, and necessarily 
moved in the rear. On the retreat it was better organized and well 
armed, and I am gratiticTi to state that it was thought worthy to eon- 
tinue still in the rear. I moved into the {State with about 500 arimMl 
men and 1,500 unarmed, and, after the deduction of all loss<\s, 1 (*ame 
out with about the same number almost (mtirely armed. 

I would do my feelings injustice did I fail to acknowledge the favor¬ 
able attention which the brigade received at all times from the major- 
general (commanding and Brigadier-deiieral Sludby, The last was 
unremitting in his care of the command as he was ev(u* distinguished for 
his gallantry and ability Avheu he was piei-eiit to dire(ct and lead it. 

To Major-General Fagan the brigade is indebted for kind and com¬ 
plimentary words spoken when it acted under his control on the even¬ 
ing of the light of the 23d of October, and I take pleasure in testily- 
iiig to the skill displayed by him vhile directing its operations on this 
hazardous occasion. 

1 am, maior, very respc^ctfully, your obedient servant, 

IS. T). JAOKMAbT, 
Colonel^ <\>mm((niVnuj Bnijiule, 

Major Edwauds, 

A sa ista nt Adjuiuni-(lei} era L 


No, 95. 

Reports* of Brhj. Oen, John B. Glnrl\j}\^ (J. K Army^ commanding Mar- 

ma(1 nJee^s div Iv ion. 

llEADQUAUTEUS MARMABTJKE’S DIVISION OF 0AVALII\, 

Camp on Red River, Arh, December J9, isOf, 
Colonel: 1 respectfully submit the following as my report of the 
part taken by my brigade in the late Missouri campaign: 

My command, known as Marmaduke’s cavalry brigade, consisting of 
Greene’s, Burbridge’s, eleffers’, Kitchen’s, and Lawlher’s regiments, 
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Wood’s battalion of cavalry, and Pi'att’"* battalion of artillery, ft .iii!>er. 
ing in eftecdive strength 1,200 men (equipments fair and horses in mod^ 
erate condition), uiarclied from Tulip, Ark., on the morning of theSlst of 
August at sunrise on the Benton road as the advance guard of the Army 
of Missouri. Arriving at the Arkansas Iliver on the morning of the Gth 
of -September, Lawther’s regiment in advance, after a slight skirmish 
with a small detachnnmt of the enemy’s cavahy crossed the river, 
encamping on the opposite shore. On the morning of the 7th the line 
of march was resumed, the army moving in the direction of Southeast 
Missouri; crossed tlio Arkansas and IMissouri line on the 20th; passed 
through Poplar l>lutt‘, Mo., on the 21st; Saint Prancisville on the 22d; 
Dallas Oounty on the 24th; Fredericktown on the 20th, making a 
junction at this point with (lenerals Fagan’s and Shelby’s divisions, 
which had moved by routes to the west of my line of march. The 
entire army arrived at Ironton, Mo., on the 27th <d* September. 

Before arriving at Pocahontas, Ark., Jefiers’ regiment, of my brigade, 
under orders from the major-general commanding, proceeded to South¬ 
east Missouri, arriving near Bloomiield on the 22d of September. The 
Federal garrison hastily evaimatiiig that post, he atta<*ked their rear 
with great vigor, killing a number, capturing 75 stand of small-arms and 
0 Avagoiis and teams loaded with army and sutler’s stores, rei>orting 
to the brigade September 24, but detached again on the 25tli. After a 
spirited diarge he drove the enemy and (*aptnred the town of Old Jack- 
son, Mo.*; but the enemy having been apprised of his approach removed 
everything of value before his arrival. ITe rejoined the brigade Sep¬ 
tember 20. 

The army being in front of Iron ton, Mo., on the 27 th, Fagan’s division 
drove the enemy from that town, foicing him to take refuge behind liis 
fortifications at Pilot Knob. I received orders to occupy Shepherd’s 
Mountain with my brigade, whi(*h was done without opx)Ositioj). 
During all this time, howev er, volky s of musketry and the roar of 
artillery gave us notice that a spirited engagement was progressing on 
our right, the iiosition occupied by Pagan’s division. The enemy 
having taken refuge within a strong redoubt, and showing no disposi¬ 
tion to skirmish with us beyond its protection, it was determined to 
bring the artillery to bear upon the enemy from Sheiilierd’s Mountain 
and at the same time ]nake an assault, my brigade on the left and 
Fagan’s division on the right, Freeman’s brigade, of Marmaduke’s divis¬ 
ion, having been sent against the enemy in some other direction. The 
signal for the assault was the opening of artillery oii Sheiiherd’s Moun¬ 
tain. The fort lay directly in my front (as was supi)osed) one-half mile, 
but found the distance to be at least three-quarters of a mile upon exam¬ 
ination afterward. The descent from the top of the mountain was as 
rugged as can be imagined, and it was impossible to move the troops 
down it in any order, huge bowlders, fallen timbers, deep and almost 
im])assable ravines confronting the troops at every step, and the enemy’s 
artillery oiiening with great accuracy at this moment upon our dis¬ 
ordered ranks, 1 would not have been surprised to have seen all break 
ill confusion; but witli unMtering courage they pressed forward, each 
one seeming eager to reach the enemy’s intrenchments first. Owing to 
the irregular desc^ent upon emerging into the open space around the 
fort the brigade was found divided, Bnrbridge and Jetfers on the left 
and Oreene, Lawther, and Wood 100 yards to the right and connecting 
with Cabell’s brigade. Thus disconnected (it being impossible to bring 
them together without great loss of time as well as life) the advance 
was continued. Greene’s, Lawther’s, and Wood’s commands, with 
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CabeH\s brigade, advancing to tlie very muzzle of tbe enemy's guns, 
found a deep ditch yawning Ibefore them impossible to cross. After 
some hesitation tliey recoiled before the terrible lire that Avas continu¬ 
ally pour(‘d into their ranks, falling ba(ik fi‘om 75 to 10 J yards li*om the 
fort under cover of a small natural embankment, and remained until 
after night-fall, when they were quietly withdrawn to an eiicanqnnent 
one mile distant. r>iirbri(lgc\s and Jetters’ regiments being iiimn iny 
left in the charge did not get nearer than wseventy-live yards to the fort, 
and seeing the others repulsed took refuge in a ravine and remained 
until withdraAvn after night. Thus ended one of the hardest fought 
small engagements of the Avar, as the list of killed and Avoiinded will 
attest, the officers and men of my command behaving Avith a spirit 
that Avell became the reputation they had won u])ou many liehls under 
the conunand of General Marmaduke and Colonel Greene as brigade 
commanders. I hope it will not be considered out of plac'C for me to 
call attention to the dashing gallantry disi>layed by General Cabell in 
leading his troops to this terrible assault. 

During the night the enemy blew up his fortifi(*atious and hc^d in the 
direction of the Southwest Branch Railroad. A ra])iil pursuit Avas 
commenced on the 2(Sth, but Ave did not come upon his rear until the 
29th, having continued the pursuit through th(‘ night x)receding Avith- 
out halting." We pressed him hotly, but owing to the topography of 
the country it was impossible to deploy rapidly, and in consequence 
failed to bring him to a general engagement. Having already been in 
the saddle forty-eight hours, ex<*liisive of the fatigues from the batthi 
of Pilot Knob, my command AA^as relieved from active pursuit in tlu^ 
adAmce by General Shelby^s division, avIio j[>ressed the enemy hotly 
until uight-fall. Taking adA'antage of the darkness and the facilities 
afforded by the railroad fit the station of Leasburg, the enemy prote(*ted 
himself behind formidable fortifications, and considering that it Avould 
oc<*asiou too great loss of life to make the assault, Generals Marmaduke 
and Shelby decided to withdraAV on the 30th and moA^e down the ridl- 
road some twelve miles, camping at Sullivan’s Station. On the 29th 
Colonel Burbridge’s regiment and Wood’s battalion, of my ])rigade, 
under orders from General Marmaduke, were detached (Colonel Bui- 
bridge commanding) to destroy the railroad depots, &c., at Cuba, cl(‘A'eji 
miles from Leasburg iu the direction of Eolla. The order being satis¬ 
factorily executed they rejoined the brigade on the .3()th. 

We arrived at Union, Eraiiklin County, October 1; found a small 
body of the enemy, some 200 strong, posted in the toAvn to dispute our 
entrance. Dismounting my command and ox)ening my artillery I moved 
forward rapidly to the attac'k, routing the enemy, killing 32, and (‘ap- 
turing 70 prisoners. At 12 o’clock that night LaAvtlier’s regiment, of 
my brigade, was sent forAvard in the direction of Washington as an fid- 
vance. 1 Avas ordered to join him Avith the remainder of my command, 
and did so at 8 o’clock the next morning (October 2) one mile from 
Washington. The enemy having fled the night before, took possession 
of the town without opposition, destroying a bridge on the Pacific Uail- 
road two miles below the town. On the 3d of October captured a trfuii 
at Miller’s Station, with a large amount of clothing and 400 Sharps rifles. 
Same evening captured Hermanu after a slight engagement Avith the 
enemy, Greene’s regiment in advance, which captured one 12-ponn(l<u‘ 
iron gun. The train captured at Miller’s Station was run u]) to Her 
inanii, where stores, arms, &c., Aveve distributed. On tlie 4tli Wood’s 
battalion, with four companies under Major Parrott, and one pi(‘ce of 
artillery, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Wood, were sent 



Chap. LHI ] 


681 


PRICE’b MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 

by order of Major-General Mariiiaduke with tlie train np the railroad 
to destroy the Gasconade bridge, whi(‘h was accomplished without re¬ 
sistance, rejoining the brigade on the 5th, and on the Oth formed a junc¬ 
tion Avith the main army at Linn. 

From the time the pursuit commenced at Ironton to the arrival at 
Linn, Freeman’s brigade, of Marmaduke’s division, was detached as a 
guard 1o tlie general train, and marched under Major-General Price’s 
orders Avith the main column. On the 7th of October Shelby’s division (in 
advance) droA^e the enemy from the crossing of tlio Osage, and Fagan’s 
division moAing up to his assistance droA^e the enemy Avithin the forti- 
lications around Jefferson City. Marmadnke’s diAdsion being in rear 
did not engage the enemy. MoA^ed in direction of Pusselhille on the 
Sth, Fagan’s division skirmishing Avith the enemy in rear. IVIoved to 
Califorjiia on the 9th, Marmaduke’s diAusion in rear, my brigade in rear 
of the division, Greene’s regiment skinnishing Avitli the enemy. At 
California the enemy suddenly dashed in upon the flank, but opening 
upon him Avith Pratt’s battalion of artillery che(*ked Ids attack, and under 
its cover passed the brigade, leaving LaAvther’s regiment in rear skir¬ 
mishing AV'ith the enemy. They Ibllowed, hoAvever, only a short dis¬ 
tance from that ])oint. 

Arrived at Boonville on the 10th, that place having been captured 
the day before by General Shelby’s command. On the 11th a picket of 
100 men, commanded by Cai)tam Hicks, of Bnrbridge’s regiment, Avas 
attacked by a heavy ibree of the enemy and rapidly driven in. Mar¬ 
maduke’s and Fagan’s diAusions, moving rapidly to the front, offered 
battle, the enemy retiring after a slight skirmish, the prindpal loss 
being in Hicks’ picket, tliat officer handling itAvith great judgment and 
gallantry. Left Boon Anile on fhe night of the 12th; arrived at Aitoav 
Bock on the 14th. On the 14th received orders from the major-general 
commanding army to cross the Missouri Eivei* at Arrow Rock Avith my 
brigade^ and 500 men of Jackman’s brigade, attack and ca])ture the 
Federal post at Glasgow. 1 succeeded, after considerable difficulty, iii 
(n*ossing my command, but not as early as Avas expected. General 
Shelby, Avitii tAvo gnns and one regiment, Avas ordered to assist in the 
<*apture from the south side of the river, the attack to begin at day¬ 
light, but OAviiig to the delay in crossing the river 1 did not arrive at 
Glasgow at the appointed hour, Slielby’s artillery opening at the 
a])j)ointed time, my command being some three miles distant. Pushing 
rapidly forAvard we vsoon came in sight of the town, finding the enemy 
ill line of battle to re(*eive us. Colonel Greene, commanding brigade, 
Avas ordered to make the attack on the enemy, Avho Avere directly in his 
front and in rear of the toAAUi; Jackman to attack the enemy on his 
right Hank. After several shots from Pratt’s artillery, Avhich Avas posted 
on the Jieights south of Glasgow, the disx>ositioiis for the attack being 
inad(^ as indicated, both commands advanced to the attack in a spirited 
manner and soon drove the enemy within his works, which were con¬ 
structed upon a commanding hill in the heart of the town, from which 
they poured a destructive Sre of small-arms iu our ranks; but noth¬ 
ing daunted, they advanced under cover of houses, fences, and other 
obstructions to within a short distance of his Avorks. i)refeiTingtoforce 
his surrender by a continuous tire from sliarpshootiTs rather than take 
him by assault. After a tire of small-arins and artillery for two hours 
Colonel Harding, commanding Federal forces, sent out a Hag desiring 
to know Avhat terms Avonld be granted to him in case he surrenderecL 
He was answered that they should he treated as prisoners of war, pri¬ 
vate property should be res])e<4ed, and officers peimitted to keep their 
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side-arms. Accepting tlie terms the eiitiie Federal force was siipen- 
dered, consisting of Colonel Harding’s regiment and four C()in])aniesof 
inilitia, numbering between 800 and 000 men, 1,200 small-arins, about 
the same number of oAercoats, IHO horses, 1 steam-boat, and large 
amounts of underclothing. 

The capture was complete in every respect, and made with much less 
loss than could be expe(ded when we take into (consideration that the 
disproportion in force was not more than two to one, but the rapidity 
with which Colonels Greene and Jackman moved their troops to the 
attack, and following the enemy so <*losely in his retreat to hisintren(*h- 
ments that they had no op]mrtunity to imnish us severely. Notwith¬ 
standing, we sustained considerable loss in gallant ollicers and men in 
crossing the open fields and before w^e could get under cover of the houses 
around the fortillcations, the loss in this action being — killed and — 
wounded. . 

Colonel Harding, after consulting his officers and investigating the 
laws, orders, t^c., of the United States in regard to paroling juisoners, 
determined to accept a parole for hims(df, ofiicers, and ]nen that 1 had 
offered him, having stated to me previous to this that he would not 
accept the parole unless he felt sure that it would be regarded by his 
GoA^ernment. All were accordingly paroled and sent 1 o Boon ville under 
the escort of Licmtenant G-raves with Ids (*oni])any. He deliver(‘d them 
at Boonville. (See complimentary letter to Lieutcmant Graves from 
General Fisk.) 

I do not hesitate in complimenting the gallantry and good behaAior 
of officers and soldiers in this action, but call your attention especitUly 
to Colonels Greene and Ja(‘kman, commanding brigades. General 
Shelby gave me material assistance in the reduction of the tOAvn by a 
judicious use of his artillery and sharpshooters from the opiiosite side 
of the river. 

After a distribution of as much of the property, ordnance, c^c., cap¬ 
tured as the troops could conveniently carry, I had the steam-boat A\dd(‘h 
was captured at the Avharf burnt, evacuated the town, andrecrossed the 
river on the 17th and rejoined the main army on the 18th, not condng 
in contact with the enemy again until the 21st at the crossing of Little 
Blue Fiver, in Jackson County. My brigade being in advance, Captain 
Stallard’s escort (Marmaduke^s adA^ance guard), came upon the enemy^s 
pickets one mile from the bridge on Little Blue on the Lexington and 
Independence road. Stallard soon drove them across the bildge, which^ 
they burned to prevent a ra|)id pursuit. (Jjider instructions from Gen¬ 
eral Marmaduke 1 sent Burbridge’s regiment (Lieutenant-Colonel Pres¬ 
ton in command) to secure the ford one mile aboA^e the bridge*, and 
Colonel Lawther with his regiment to secure the ford one-half mih^ 
below, who soon reported the Ioa^ti* crossing clear, the enemy i‘etiring 
toward Independence. I moved the brigade to the lower ford, but 
found the crossing very difficult and slow. Hearing quick tiring to the 
front I hastened forward with Greene’s regiment, leaving ordeis for the 
command to follow as rapidly as possible, and found that Colonel Law¬ 
ther had indiscreetly attacked a very heavy force of the enemy posted 
behind some stone fencing which ran at right angles to the road and 
afforded complete protection against small-anns. He was driATii back 
and in his turn assailed by the enemy, when I arrived with Greem‘’s 
regiment. General Marmaduke having ordered Captain Stallard to sup¬ 
port Lawther’s regiment, Colonel Greene formed his regiment in lim^ of 
battle, flanked by two pieces of artillery from Pratt’s battalion, whi(*h 
was soon hotly engaging the enemy, LaAvther having fallen to his rear 



Chap, -ltii.-i 


683 


price’s MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 

ill Owiii^* to tlic (liffioiilties of croashig* at tlie ford Greeiie/s 

f^giuieiit foxiglit at great odds unsupported, but tliey contested every 
nicli o± ground Avitli stubbornness until the arrival of Wood’s battalion, 
wnen the enemy gave way, but receiving re-enfor(*einents drove us again 
to our original position. Wi^ were almost out of ammunition and the 
clay seemed lost, but Ivitchen’s regiment, iiu^luding Davies’ battalion 
(jJavies’ absence from his regiment not accounted for), came up at this 
moment in as gallant style as veteran iiitantry and turned the tide of 
sue(*ess, the enemy breaking and falling ba<dv toward his hrst position. 

1 Hhelby’s division (Gordon’s regiment, I believe) joined on the 

1 a 1 and piivshed hotly after the enemy, who, taking position 

^'uind the rock fencing s])oken of, stubbornly contested the advance of 
iviarmaclub^’t^ and Shelby’s divisions for at least an hour, hut finally 
gaw Way, Shelby in ])iirsuit. 

tR this actioir Major Uratt, with one s(‘(*tion of his artillery, com¬ 
manded by Lieutenant Williams, did excellent servu^e, and at a time 
<n gTeat emei'geiu'y maimed the guns themselv^es. Oomjiany B, Greene’s 
|Gpment (Captail^ Polk), behaved with distinguished gallantry, reso- 
supporting the artillery with only one round of ammunition for 
cmse (Quarters with the enemy. Oolonei Greene distinguished himself 
above any other officer in the engagement. Loss in this action: — 
killed, ^ wounded. . ^ 

the same evening Tiidependen(*e was captured, my brigade 
oncampiii^» two miles beyond the town on the Westport road. On the 
morning of tlic22d, Fagan’s division being hotly iiressed from the rear, 
Marmaduke sent me an order to form line of battle at some 
^Ritable poixit hear my encampment, some two miles from Independ- 
®ac:e, as a support to P^reeman’s brigade, which was formed in my front 
some half a mile, Fagan’s division having been pressed back, then 
brigade, the enemy came within range of my artillery 
a ^ lialt* au hour before sundown, which immediately opened and 
ciiecked his advance. Then falling hack probably a mile, under direc- 
1 Major-Gencu'al Marmaduke I formed my brigade iii order of 

mittle by columns of regiments as follows, Wood’s battalion, Bur- 
bridge’y regiment, Lawtlier’s regiment, Kitchen’s regiment, and Jeifers’ 
i^g^ment, to await the advan(*e of the enemy. I was advised that the 
iiisistauce must be stubborn, as there was heavy fighting in front, and 
I'Re rear of the train was only a short distance in advance. The enemy 
ROW engagcKl the army both in front and rear, and possibly 
malted at having driven the rear of the column over twelve miles of 
nard-foxigp^ ground, and knowing from the report of their guns in the 
afivance that th(‘ relative position of the contending forces had slightly 
cuauged, notwithstanding the almost impenetrable darkness of the 
R^^ht, they rushed upon us with a reckless fierceness that I have never 
J^ceu equaled, giving us warning of confidence reposed in the efficiency 
^Rd iiuinLer of their troops in case we were pressed to a general 
^R^iigeuient. First Wood’s battalion Avas driven back, then Bur- 
ondge’H regiment, then Kitchen’s, then LaAvther’s, and last Jeffers’, 
Who contended longest and last with this fierce advance. Thus passed 
and never to be forgotten night of the 22d. The dark obscur- 
that enveloped friend and foe alike was only relieved by the bright 
of our guns, and the deathlike stillness that reigned in the forest 
poimd us was only broken as A^olley ansAvered A'olley from the contend- 
Rig lorces. Onr loss was heavy,'but especially in the regiment of the 
g’iiUaut Jeffers. 
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The euemy being satislied witli the re(36i)li<)n, or liaviug speiit bis 
energies in liis furious onslaiiglit, baited tlie pursuit at 2 in the inorn- 
iiig. 

Oil the 23d Mairaaduke’s division, again in rear, v^ere attacked at an 
early liour by the same enemy and with the same spirit as before. 
Greene's regiment, commanded by Captain Johnson, and Burbridge’s 
regiment, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Preston, with Freeniaifs 
brigade, met him hrst, my brigade being formed in his rear 500 yards, 
lie contended manfully for the crossing of the Big Blue, but was forced 
back after having repulsed the en(uny several times. Palling back 
through my brigade the enemy came upon me in the full enthusiasm of 
pursuit, and though my brigade contended nobly with the foe for two 
liours and vStrewed the open held in our front with his dead, our anunu- 
nition exhausted, we were forced to leave the field again to the enemy, 
our dead in his hands. The booming of Pagan’s and Shelby’s guns 
were heard all this time in the direction of Westport heavily (mgaging 
the enemy. At this time I was directed by General Marmaduke to pass 
the train and iirotect its left flank from a threatened attack from cav- 
ahy. 1 found them advancing upon the fiank, but halted without com¬ 
ing to an engagement. Continued to retreat that night until 1 o’chx'k. 
Eesumed the march southward on the 23d; crossed into Linn County, 
Kans., on the 24th. Eesumed the march vsouthward on the 2r)th, Mar- 
maduke’s division being in the rear. 

Before 1 had gone a mile from the encampment (on the Marais des 
Cygnes) of the night before, 1 received an order from General Marma¬ 
duke to form my brigade "'ill line of battle, as tlie enemy had again 
appeared in our rear. I remained in that position until 10 okdock; no 
engagement with small-arms; retiring from that position in line of 
battle. The enemy, 800 or 000 yards distant in line of battle, followed 
us. We were now well out on a prairie that seemed almost boundless. 
At the distance of a mile General Marmaduke directed me to halt, 
which we did. The enemy coming on with a steady advance approa(*he(l 
very near in largely sux)erior force. We retired at a trot, the enemy in 
close pursuit. We continued this way, each holding about tlie vsanie 
position, across a fiat prairie some four miles, when we came suddenly 
upon the trains halted, the delay o(*easioued by a deep ravims the eiu^- 
my not more than 500 yai'ds in our rear. There was no time to make 
any but the most rapid dispositions for battle. To attempt to dismount 
and send tlie horses to tln^ rear was inevitable destruction, as the enemy 
in the confusion would huve been upon us. There was no alternative^ 
but to abandon tlie ti*ain or to fight on horseback. In the hurried con¬ 
sultation between Generals Fagan and Marmaduke I understood this 
to be the view taken of the emergency. It was determined not to dis¬ 
mount, which met with my aiHirobatiou. {Skirmishing had already 
begun, the artillery in action, when the Pederal force (E should Judge 
0,000 or 7,000) made a furious charge on the right and left fiank. Both 
gave way in hopeless confusion. Every efibrt was made by a[)i)eals 
and threats to retrieve the rout, but it swept in an irresistibh^ mass 
ungovernable. The Pederal ibree and that mingled together until you 
scarcely knew who was Mend or foe. G-allant spirits, however, were 
seen here and therein hand-to-hand confiict with the foe, in sad contrast 
to those who had ignoininiously thrown away their arms. GoiUM*al 
Marmaduke in the vain ellbrt to rally his troops was captured by tlie 
enemy. Every gallant spirit iu my brigade remembers with afiectiou 
the gallant and prudent ('ominander of an hundi'ed battles, and mourn 
that his valuable services are lost to his country in the hour of her 
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emergciiey. The gallant Jeffers witli Major Waddell, of my staff, and 
many other officers, were captured. I succeeded in forming I suppose 
500 men on General Marmaduke’s escort (wliicli deserves great credit 
for being less demoralized than any troops I sa^^ in the rout), all of 
which i*<dired in some order to the main column. The retreat was con¬ 
tinued with occasional skirmishing until we reached Newtoiiia, which 
A\as the last sight we had of the enemy. As I have heard that odium 
was cast upon the major-general commanding for adopting the line of 
retreat through the Indian Nation, I desire to say that that route was 
earnestly advocated by me in preference to any other. 

Having assumed command of Marmaduke’s division on the day and 
after the battle of Mine Creek, and Colonel Freeman, whose brigade 
composed a part of the division, never having made a report of the 
part taken by his command in the eami)aigu, I am unable to call atten¬ 
tion to it in a specific manner. It is in my knowledge, however, that 
he did good fighting at Independen(*e and "Big Blue. His brigade was 
detached from the division at Maysvilh^, Ark., by orders from the ma- 
jor-geiieral commanding, and senttoNortlieast Arkansas. The retreat 
through the Indian Nation was attended with many hardships, particu¬ 
larly to the new recruits; but as the army was without meat rations 
only two days we eiu^ountered nothing like starvation. 

IMy brigade staff were prompt and gallant in the execution of orders 
throughout the campaign, calling esiiecdal attention to Captain Kerr, 
ordnance officer of my brigade, who behaved with distinguished gal¬ 
lantry on many occasions. 

The officers of my brigade Avith very few exceptions behaved well in 
every action and deserve high encomiums for gallantry, among whom 
Colonel Greene stands pre-eminent. 

II is impossible to report the loss of the division on account of the 
nbsence of Colonel Freeman’s report. The loss in my brigade can only 
be reported in the aggregate. Attention is called to list accompanying 
this and also Colonel Greene’s report. 

General Ma.rmaduke’s staff, who have been reporting to me since his 
capture, are surpassed by none in the army for activity, i)r()mptness, 
and gallantry. I regret especially my inability to do General Marma- 
duke justice in this report, as many things of moment were done by 
the division of which I was not cognizant. His command have the 
highest regard for him as a general and are anxious for his return, as 
only troops are who believe in their leader. 

It gives me great i)leasuro to call attention to the gallant conduct of 
Private Adams, Company B, Third [Missouri] Kegiment, of my brigade, 
during the battle of Mine Creek. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO- B. CLARK, Jr., 
Brigudier-ihneraJ^ Commanding Division. 

Lieut. Col. L. A. Ma(^lean, 

Assistant AdjictanPGeneral^ Frieds Armg. 

[Iiiclosiire No. l.J 

Headquabtebs Fisk’s Division, U. S. Foeoes, 

Boomille, Mo., October 17,1804. 
Oeeioeb of 0. S. Akmy CoinaiANDiNa Escort 

op Federal Prisoners prom Ulasoow, Mo. : 

Sir: This will introduce Capt. H. S. Glaze, of my staff, who will 
relieve your escort and provide the weary and sick with conveyance to 
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General Eisk wrote a letter (liiid a <*opy with re])ort) acknowledging 
obligations for kind treatment, &c., and ordering one of his staff officers 
to receipt for prisoners. 

JJSrO. B. OLAEK, Jr., 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 
Lieut. Col. L. A. MA(JLEAn, Adjt. Oen.^ Trice'^s Army. 


hTo. 96. 

Mc 2 )orf of (U)!. Colton Greene., Third Minsouri Caralry^ commanding 

MarmadiCke\H brigade. 

Headquarters Marmaduke’s Brioade, 

Canq) on Jted Hirer, Arh., December 18, 1864. 

Major: In Avriting a report of the part taken in the late expedition 
into Missouri by the commands under me, T have embraced the actions 
of my own regiment and Marmaduke’s brigade because I was in coju- 
mand of the latter in several engagements and during many marches, 
and that in the most memorable action I commanded both on the same 
clay. 

In ])ursuancc of orders received Irom Brigadier-General Clark, com¬ 
manding Marmaduke’s brigade, 1 tiRmed over my train at Princeton, 
excepting one wagon, and took the field on the 31st of August, marching 
in a northwesterly direction through a broken, mountainous, and thinly 
populated country, and struck the Ai‘kansas Eh^er at Dardanelle on the 
6th of September. On the same day 1 crossed the river and moved north 
and northeast through a country eciually barren and broken without 
interruption; crossed White Ei ver fifteen miles above Batesville, and ar¬ 
rived at Pocahontas, on Black Eiver, at midnight of the 18th of Bei)tcm- 
ber. We swam this stream during the night, pro<*ecded up its left bank 
fifteen miles and reiTossed it, making our Wvouac in Eipley County, Mo., 
on the 20th, just two miles from the Arkansas line. On the same night 
1 was ordered Ibrward to Poplar Bluff, which town 1 occupied on the 
following morning, the enemy in small force evacuating the day before, 
and in pursuance of ord(Ts made a reconnaissance of the country and 
of the enemy’s position at Bloomfield. Prom Poplar Bluff* my march 
was northward to Patton, thence west to Fredericktown, during which 
my flankers dispersed several parties of militia, killing and wounding 
1, capturing 11, and sustaining no loss. Here two companies of my 
regiment were detached on recruiting service. 

The moruingof the 27th of tSeptember found me in Ironton,whereprepa- 
]*ation wa sinade to assault the enemy’s position at Pilot Knob, contiguous 
to this village. Ilis work, consisting of an octagonal bastion mounting 
ibur 32-i)ounder guns and two field batteries, lay in the cleared bed of 
a valley, around which Shepherd’s JMountain and Pilot Knob rose up like 
a wall. 1 dismounted at the foot of Sheph(Td’s Mountain, advancted to 
its crest with skirmishers deployed, and was by order of the brigadier- 
general i)ut in line in reserve, ordered to preserve distance of seventy- 
five yards, and to support the first line at discretion. 

Our artillery opening from both mountains, 1 moved at 1 p. m. down 
the northern slope of the mountain exposed to a heavy artillery fire. 
My regiment kept admirably aligned and preserved the i^rescribed inter¬ 
val*, reached the plain, wdiereupon, observing confusion in the advance 
line, I charged past it, rallying it on my flank, and gained a short dis¬ 
tance of the fort, only to find our whole force broken and retiring. I 
hoAV took cover about seventy-five yards from the work and rallied 
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parts of several regiments, reformed the line, supported the troops on 
my left (which wei’e hotly i)resscd), and held this [)ositioii until ordered 
off at dark hy Brigadier-General Clark. The steadiness of my regi¬ 
ment in this action was conspicuous. Four times it was halted and 
dressed on the colors, and sustained its whole loss without dischaigiug 
a gun. Lieur. Archibald M. Jones and Private Shepherd, Company F, 
deserve es])ecial mention for gallantry, bearing tlie wounded body ot 
the brave Major Bennett, of the Tenth, from the fi<dd. About one-haB 
of the effective total of my regiment was alone <*iigag(Ml in the assault— 
145 men. My loss Avas 3 officers and 2i\ men killed and wounded, 
among the latter <*lass of Avhich was that fine soldier and gallant offi¬ 
cer, Maj. James Surridge, who was dangerously wounded in tlu^ leg, 
and whose horse was killed under him while leading the left wing ot 
his regiment. 

During the night the enemy cvacuiated his works and was pursued 
on the following day and overtaken on the 29th by th(^ advance, to 
whose support I was ordered up, but after several slight skirmishes he 
made good his retreat to Leasburg, on the southwest branch of the 
Pacific Pailroad, where he intrenched himself. On the morning of the 
30th my regiment was moved forward to make a.denionstration on tlu‘ 
enemy’s position to cover the withdrawal of the main column. At 10.30 
a. III. I drove in his outposts, made feints on his right and left, attracted 
the fire of his artillery, engaged him for two hours, and retired with a 
loss of 4 wounded, and joined the column at Sullivan s Station at mid¬ 
night. 

From this point 1 marched with the division through Saint Clair to 
Union, the county seat of Franklin County, where the enemy made a 
feeble resistance and evacuated the place, (''ontinuing the march wc 
occupied Washington, on the Missouri Eiver, and on the 3d of Octobci 
appeared before Hermann. My regiment Avas in advance. Three milei- 
north of town Lieutenant GraA^es, Company A, charged the enemy’s out 
post and pursued it to the suburbs,where 1 dismounted and took position 
on the extreme right of our line. At sunset I was ordered by General 
Marmaduke to advance, the enemy opening Avith artillery. I moved 
in line to the center of the town at a double-(iui(*k, Avhere I rornu^d in 
column, advancing on the battery, AA^hich I at on(*e charg(‘d, the 
enemy—an insignificant force with one 0 pounder—fieeing and aban¬ 
doning his gun. 

From the 4th to the 9th instant I marched with the column. On the 
9th the enemy Avas reported pursuing, and I was sent to the rear tAvc 
miles north of llussellville, ^Moniteau County, and went into posi¬ 
tion with eight (‘ompanies dismounted, Company B mounted in reserve, 
and Company A mounted to protect my left, which Avas exposed. Here 
I engaged the enemy warmly for forty minutes, when he attempted to 
pass to my rear by my left, and was gallantly chai‘ged by LieuteTiant 
Graves and repulsed. 1 now fell back under cover of Company B, 
AA^hich was very creditably handled by Lieutenant McGuire, and took 
position on the left of the brigade, formed at Bussellvilie. The bri¬ 
gade retired. Soon after the enemy appeared and opened Avith artil 
lery and again attempted to turn my left but aauis defeated with loss, 
Falling back slowly I went into position two miles farther on aaid 
awaited the cautious approach of the enemy, whom my skirmivsherfr> 
constantly engaged. We were shelled at long range without harm, 
when throAving my regiment into column of attack and making feint 
to charge, the enemy retired, and taking advantage of his retrograde I 
continued the retreat, thus forming and maneuvering for the doubP 
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puri)osc o[‘ delaying bis nuirc^li and avoiding a charge in an open coun¬ 
try by bis sii])erior cavalry. Pending these skirmishes hemoved another 
column on our left, which struck our right Hank (Marmaduke’s divis¬ 
ion) at California, through which town I passed under fire of his artil¬ 
lery and formed one mile beyond in support of Hynson’s battery, and 
finally moved into (*amp on the Boonville road. 

Dining this day 1 was assisted by Capt. George W. Kerr, of General 
OlaiiPs staff, and it gives me pleasure to mention the fine conduct of 
this excellent officer. 

On the 10th of October I made my bivouac with the main army at 
Boonville, and was the next day at 12 o’clock ordered out on the Tip- 
ton road to meet the enemy, then skirmishing near town. I was placed 
in command of Marmaduko’s brigade on the field, and formed it dis¬ 
mounted with a strong line of skirmishers. The enemy in the mean¬ 
time drove in our mounted skirmishers, whom I rallied on the light to 
cover that fiank and advanced my dismounted skirmishers firing. I 
now ordered a general advance and drove the enemy a mile, who in his 
retreat left his dead and wounded in our hands, and I occupied the 
ground lately held by him. I lay in line during the night and the day 
following; returned to our bivouac at sunset; marched all night and 
the next day, and reached the vicinity of Arrow Eock on the evening 
of October 13. 

On the morning of the 14th I was ordered by Brigadier-General 
Ciai‘k to march with his brigade to Arrow Eock and cross the Missouri 
liiver. The crossing was effected at midnight, and a short time after 
vsunrise we were upon the important town of Glasgow, fortified and gar¬ 
risoned by 1,000 men. The brigade I commanded was in advance, and 
by the geneial’s orders 1 left the main road and moved to theright, fac¬ 
ing the town, while he moved Jackman’s brigade by the main road. The 
enemy was visible half a mile in front of his works. I moved at a trot; 
dismounled rapidly; ordered Lawther’s regiment to the right, above 
the town, to engage the enemy’s cavalry and cut off his escape and com¬ 
munications; put Harris’ battery, commanded by Lieutenant Williams, 
in xiosition and opened fire. 

My line was formed, with Greene’s regiment on the right, coimnanded 
by (Japtain Johnson; Jeffers’ on the left; Burbridge’s on the right of 
the (‘(inter; Kitchen’s on the left of the center; and Davies’ battalion 
in the center, A heavy line of skirmishers was thrown out. I was 
now ordered forward. The enemy fought stubbornly and took advan¬ 
tage of houses, fences, and every obstacle until driven at the charge 
into his works. We had gained a position near his intrenchments 
wliich seemed inaccessible, and while restoring our line he got 
possession oi* a building from which our right was much annoyed 
until Captain Polk, Company B, Third Eeginient, gallantly dislodged 
him, but with heavy loss. The fire now slackened, when the enemy 
to avert tin" final assault surrendered. Though the loss in this 
engagement was especially heavy on Greene’s regiment, its gallant 
conduct was equaled by the action of the whole brigade. Captain 
Crabtree, Lieutenants Yandell, Jump, and Puryear, of the Third, 
were severely wounded; Lieuts. Arch. M. «Tones and McGuire (botfi 
of the Third), and Lieutenant Scott, of the Fourth, fell bravely, as 
as they had so often fought before, and deserve to be remembered as 
models of every soldierly virtue. 

To Major Waddell and Capt. George W. Kerr, of General Clark’s 
staff, 1 was giH‘atly indebted for valuable aid on the field, and I cannot 
commend too highly the si)lendid gallantry and usefulness of the lat- 
44 R B—VOL XLl, PT I 
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ter. ISTor slionld 1 forget to name the uniform good conduct and bravery 
of Privates Shepherd, Company P, Third Eegimcnt, and Ellis, Com¬ 
pany F, of the Fourth, who acted as couriers during the action. 

On the iOth of October we re(*rossed the river and joined the main 
army on the 17th, when General Clark again took command of his bri¬ 
gade. On the 18th, 19th, and 20th, I marched at the head of my regi¬ 
ment with the main <*olumii, moving westward toward lndep<mdcnce. 
On the morning of the 21st, the brigade being in advance, cannonading 
announced tliat the enemy whom General Shelby had driven from 
Lexington Ijad made a stand, and about midday my regiment was 
turned from the main road to the right for th(‘ purpose of crossing Lit¬ 
tle Blue Eiver below the bridge which was destroyed. I mov(‘d ra]v 
idly across the river, and had marched a short distance^ when it was 
ascertained that Lawther’s regiment A\ms routed. I dismounted about 
150 men, formed a(*ross the road, and immediatedy engaged tlie enemy, 
who was right upon us. Williams’ three-gun battery vas ualimbered 
fifty yards behind my regiment. The enemy, who was in greatly superior 
force, vigorously pressed his advantage. He was twice repulsed, ’wlien 
he began to flank me both on the right and left. The moment was 
critical, no supports arrived. Directing my wings to tire by the riglit 
and left oblique I took <*hargc of the battery, firing Nos. 1 and 5 on my 
flanks, and then ordered ra])id volleys of blank cartridges to be tired 
(the position of my men inevented the use of missiles). It prodiiecd 
the desired eftecl. The enemy fell back and was charged by us. Ho 
now rallied and opened with artillery; again advanced and was again 
repulsed. The fight was thus continued hetweeii uneipial numbers, 
3ny ammunition was exhausted, the ibrtitude of my men severely tried, 
when Kitchen’s regiment reached the field. 1 put it into line and 
directed it to fire by volley. The enemy fled to return no more. 

Great credit is due to Oapt. Charles K. Polk, of Comi)any B, who held 
the enemy in check on my left. Sergeant Woolsey, Company G, was 
conspicuous for gallantry during the action, and Private Shepherd, 
Company F, deserves es])ecial notice for I'allying his com])any and lead¬ 
ing a charge against the battery. 

1 now marched to Independence and was ordered lo picket ap¬ 
proaches to that town from the vsouth and west. On the morning of 
the 22d I was notified by General Marmaduke to hold my position until 
relieved. An hour or two after artillery and musketry firing ]ndi(*ated 
that the enemy was driving our forces and was near town, and I accord¬ 
ingly retired my out])osts one mile, only in time to observe^ that the 
head of Eosecrans’ aiiny had j)euetrated the town and had drivmi our 
rear throtigli it in confusion, and was ])ursiiing on th(^ Westport road. 
My position was exti^eiuely liazardous. 1 awaited orders until the 
enemy had almost surrounded me, when 1 moved on the Little Santa 
Fb road parallel to and within range of his column, who, deceived by 
our blue coats, held his fire. Three ’miles on that road 1 met, Cajitaiu 
West, assistant quartermaster, who with an escort had been sent to 
relieve me, but was cut ofi‘. The enemy was still ahead of me on my 
right, which made it impracticable to Join the main army, and hence L 
moved on for ten miles at a trot. Learning by the way that a body 
of Blunt’s cavalry was then one hour in my front, turned across the 
country to the right and intercepted the train at Big JEue. Here the 
injuries and wound received at Blue Mills -the day before became so 
painful that I was compelled to turn my regimentOver to Capt. B. S. 
Jolinson, whose report of an action on the 23d of October is herewith 
annexed, and to wLom much commendation is due for uniform skill 
and courage while in command. 
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On tile iiiglit of the 24tli I again avSRiimed coimnaiid, and before day¬ 
light of the 25th Avas moved out and took position. Our camp Tras on 
the Marais des Cygnes liiverj in Linn County, Kans. I was ordered to 
form two miles south of that stream with Burbridge’s regiment. The 
remainder of Marmaduke’s brigade was still in the rear, and engaged 
the enemy for a few minutes, retired beyond me, and reformed. I 
occu])ied my position about half an hour, when Burbridge^s regiment, 
with the brigade, was withdrawn, and I was ordered by General Mar- 
maduke to move in rear. The country was a continuous xirairie, and 
the enemy soon appeai‘ed in sight. After marching about a mile I was 
ordered to quicken my gait, then to trot, and finally to join the main 
body at a gallop. We had now inarched some rive or six miles, followed 
by the enemy, who seemed to take liis gait from ours, but never came 
in gunshot range. On reaching the main body F found it formed some 
300 yards north of Mine <b’eek—a deep, lightly wooded stream with 
abrupt caving banks—and was ordered into ])osition in rear and to the 
right of Williams’battery. Tliemain line was less tlian eighty yards 
from me, and another line covered hall* of my regiment, and was not 
exceeding twenty yards from it. 1 was iiotitied that I was in reserve. 
Wo were mounted. 1 am thus explicit in describing the position of my 
regiment, in order to explain or extenuate the disaster Avhich soon after 
overtook it, and which without explanation would leav(^ a stigma upon 
its bright and dearly bought I’cputation. After a slight skirmish the 
enemy was seen to deploy from behind the left of his line in heavy 
column of attack, completely turning our right. Suddenly the first and 
vSc‘cond lines gave way, and rushing in great disorder ran over and 
broke the eight right (**ompanies of my regiment. The same wild ])anic 
seem<‘d to seize everything. T wheeled my remaining company (B) to 
the right and open(‘d on the ilaiik of the enemy’s column until two of 
Williams’ guns W(‘ve borne to the rear, when after every exertion, see¬ 
ing the imi)ossibility of staying this pani(*-strickon mob, I ordered 
Captain Polk ((bni])any F>) to withdraw as best be could. 

Two hours later and near the Osage Diver I was placed in command 
of the brigade, and collected about 400 armed men, not including AVood’s 
battalion, wliich did not report until tlie day following. OA-er two- 
thirds of the arms were lost in the rout. With this force, under Gen¬ 
eral Clark’s directions, I moved across the Osage and went into position 
five miles beyond on the Port Seott road, tlie brigade composing a part 
of tbe right wing. The enemy had been in the meantime engaged by 
Bbelby’s division, which retired to the rear. We advanced upon the 
enemy as soon as lu^ appeared in sight, and a sliarp fusilade was kept 
up with slight loss tn either sid<*. The enemy seemed jixnwilling to 
press his advantage further, and after (*heckiug his pursuit we with¬ 
drew at dark. 

Among the many ofiicers who bore themselves with marked gallantry 
on this memorable and disastrous day J cannot forbear to record the 
names of Lieutenant-Colonel Ward and Captain Power, of the Eighth; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Preston, of the Fourth; Fjieubmant Snapp, of the 
Tliird, and Captains Barry and Burr, of the Tenth, wjxose conduct 
came under my immediate nf)tice- 

I was again indebted to Gapt. George W. Kerr for valuable assist¬ 
ance in times of danger, and in bearing tribxxte to his gallantry it re¬ 
minds me to add the names of Privates Simpson and Adams, Comxiany 
B, Third Itegimeiit, who performed all the duties of stall* officers with 
courage and skill 
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ContinuDig oxir march iiniiitevruptedly tiio brigad(‘ crossed the Mar- 
niiton at 10 o’clock of the night of the 25tli, where 1 halted one hour 
to hum the train as directed, and moved on in a southerly direction 
and encamped near Carthage, Mo., on the 20th. The distance traveled 
in this march was ninety-two miles. The brigade was not again engaged 
with the enemy, but endured the severest privations and sufferings 
during the inarch tlirough Indian Territory to Boggy Depot, whi(ih place 
we rea(*hed on tlie IStli of November. For twenty-live days our animals 
were without forage. For twenty-three days v e subsisted oji beef withgut 
salt, frequently issued in insufficient (quantities, and for three days were 
without food at all. The loss in animals was very heavy, and many 
wagon>s were abandoned in consequence. 

For a report of the killed and wounded of the brigade in the ac'tions 
in which I commanded it and of my own regiment during the expedi¬ 
tion, 1 beg respec'tfully to refer you to the accompanying ])aper, marked A. 
1 am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

COLTON OREENB, 
Colonel^ Commanding Brigade, 
MaJ. II. EwiNCr, AsfilHtnni Adjuiani-General, 

[Inclosurt ] 

A. 

Jicporl of the kilUn uod woiindid of MarmuHuke'H hrUfudc hi MUf^oiiri while vommauded 
hi} ('ol, Colioii Oreim, and of (inau'b regiment, dun ikj the expedition. 

MAKMADUKE’S niilGADE. 



Killi'd. 

1 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Boonville, October 11,1804: 


3 1 
1 

1 


2 





1 

t 

1 

Glas-g"'A, Orio'iHM' ir>.]‘^64; 

(TToeno’s regiment.-... 

26 

4 

9 

2 

2 ! 

. 

■Ti . 


1 ■ ■ ,■ ■ i‘ . 

2 

3 


1 " i. ■ i *1“ ..... 

U-I.-. ; " 1804: 

, K.itcU(‘ti'H regiinem . ' 

jeflters’ regiment........................ .. 

2 

Total. 



12 

49 

1 


GltEENE’S EE(UHENT. 


Pilot Knob, September 27. 

Lcasbnrpr, September 30. 

KiwselMlle, October 9. 

Boonville, October 11. 

(rlasflow, October 15. 

Blue Mills [Little Blue], October 21. 

Big Blue, October 23. 

Wu'cCrM-k 0(‘!<)ber25. 

Or'n ■■ ... 


Total . 


Killed 


0 


1C 


Wouiub d. 


Total killed and 'wounded, 129. 


23 

4 

4 

3 
21 
26 

0 

10 

4 


101 


COLTON G KEENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
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^o. 97. 

Report of Capt. Benjamin N. Johnson^ Third Missouri Cavalry, 

('AMP ON Ded Eiver, Ark., 

J)ecemher 1861. 

Major: I liave the honor to make the following: report of the part 
taken by this regiment in the action of the 23d of October at Big Blue 
Eiver: 

1 assumed command of the regiment the evening of the 22d of October, 
Colonel (h'eeiic being disabled irom injuries received at the battle of Lit¬ 
tle Blue on the 21st of October. I was ordered to form the regiment at 
sunrise on the bank of Big Blue River as infantry. After being in posi¬ 
tion about half an hour the enemy appeared in sight and opened lire 
on us from small-arms, compelling us, owing to the formation of the 
creek, to leave our position, they being enabled to tire on us from the 
right flank and rear. We fell back one mile and a half in good order 
to a skirt of timber at the edge of a small x>rame, and were ordered to 
form to support Pratt’s artillery. The enemy a])peared in sight and 
opened heavily on us. We replied, compelling them to fall back to 
the vShelter of some houses on the luairie. They again advanced at a 
charge to take our battery. We opened tire on them while Company 
(x, under the command of Pirst Sergeant Woolsey, dashed gallantly 
forward and hauled the guns ofl:' by hand, the balance of the regiment 
keeping a steady lire ui)on the enemy. We remained in our])ositiou 
until every gun was discharged and every cartridge expended. Or¬ 
dered by General Clark to fall back to our horses, which we did in good 
order. 

Our loss was 3 killed and 7 wounded. 

The whole regiment a(*ted very gallantly. Particular praise is due 
to Sergeant Woolsey, of ('ompany (x, for his gallant (*onduct. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. S. JOHNSON, 
Captaincy Commandiny Regiment. 

Maj. F. S. Bobertcon, 

Acting Assistant Adjntanf-Gene^'al^ Marmaduke'^s Brigade. 


. No. 98. 

Report of Col. John Q. Burhridge^ Foiirth Missoiirl Cavalry, 

IlEADQITARTERS FOURTH MISSOURI CAVALRY, 

December 8^ 1864. 

Major: I herewith submit report of the part my regiment took in 
the late campaign in Missouri. Such a report must necessarily be very 
imperfect and in some iuwstances incorrect, since all records from which 
information could be drawn were lost: 

On the 29th of August the regiment, in conjunction with the brigade, 
left Princeton, crossing Arkansas River on the 19th proximo, traveling 
from thence in a northeasterly direction, and entering Missouri in its 
southeastern portion near Pocahontas. No opposition was offered to 
our march until our arrival at Pilot Knot), a iflace strong by nature 
and rendered almost impregnable by art. An assault being determined 
upon my regiment occui)ied the extreme left, charing down a stee^), 
bald mountain, exposed to a galling and destrnetive Are of artillery 
and musketry. The regiment gained a position about a hundred yards 
beyond the foot of the mountain in a bed of a creek, the banks of 
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which protected tlie men from the enemy’s fiie. This 2)()sition was held 
until ni^ht-fall enabled me to draw oft the legiment. My loss in killed 
and wounded was 7 officers and 28 men. 

It having been ascertained the next morning that the enemy had 
taken advantage of the night to effect his es(*ai)e, the regiment with 
the rest followed in pursuit until near Leasburg, on Pacific road, wlum 
I was ordered to take my regiment and Wood’s battalion and make a 
detour to the left and cut the railroad above Leasburg. I obeyc^d tlu^se 
instructions, capturing a station called Cuba, tearing up the track, and 
burning the depot, and from thence rejoining the command in the 
vicinity of Leasburg. From thence the regiment, in conjunction with 
the brigade, marched down the railroad, assisting in the (*a])ture of 
Saint Clair, Union, Washington, and Hermann, th(‘ two last-named 
towns being upon Missouri River. Our march from thence was up the 
river, past Jefferson City, to Boonville. 

After a halt of two days here the march was again resumed, my 
[regiment] crossing the river with the brigade at Arrow Rock, and 
marching on Glasgow. This point was intrenched and occupied by 
about 800 Federals, protecting an immense quantity of stores deposited 
there for safety. The attack commenced about 8 o’(*lock, my regiment 
occupying a position in {'enter of brigade, and lasted till I *p. m. J\ly 
loss in killed and wounded was 1 offic'cr and 8 men. 

The understanding relative to the distribution of captured property 
up to this time was tliat all should be eipially divided among Hie regi¬ 
ments engaged in the ('apture. Vet on this occasion, though a large 
quantity of horses and arms ^vere taken, my regiimmt obtaim^ noiie 
of either, though at the time f had over UK) unarmed men in my com¬ 
mand. My regiment was the last to leave town on crossing the viyev, 
and after the other regiments had va<‘ated their (*ainps \ picked up 
more than sixty guns left by them on the ground. We rejoined the 
main army the same day on the Lexington road. The next morning 
our inareh was resumed for Lexington, passing near the town, in jmr- 
suit of Federal forces under Blunt, arriving at rndepeiulenee, Mo., on 
the 23d [21st ] of October. The next evening the regiment was i)la(*ed 
in line to meet the Federals li om the rear, but was driven ba(*k, without 
loss, however. 

During the day following, the enemy pressing in heavy tbre.e from 
three sides at once, the regiment was einployeil in different posii ions 
to protect the train. The enemy’s pursuit was vigorotis and determined, 
overtaking us on the Kansas prairies near a stream called Marais des 
Cygnes. 

On the morning of the 27th [25th] dispositions were made for a fight 
to eheek their pursuit, my regiment occupying the extreme right. My 
men were armed witli long infantry guns, which they were unable to 
load on horseback, and consequently were unable to* opjiose vsu(i<*ess- 
fully the Federal charge, but broke and tied in the wildest confusion. 
My loss, as near as I have been able to ascertain, was about 40 killed 
and wounded, among the latter Caiffaiu Hicks and Lieutenant Arm¬ 
strong, Companies 0 and 1. 

I should also mention prior to the above that Lieutenant McOaleb, 
Company I, was sent on detail from Boonville to Laelede County, cap¬ 
turing and paroling a lieutenant and 28 men. 

My regiment engaged in no moie actions of the campaign. 

The march from thence to Red River was over a desolate country, 
where no food for men or forage for horses could be obtaiiu'd. Its 
previous defeat and severe starvation now comi>lete(l the demoraliza- 
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tion of my regiment. I liave the honor to report now, however, that, 
in some degree recovered from the fatigues and hardships of the cam- 
liaign, its numbers arc gradually swelling and its condition rapidly 
being brought to some degree of disci]>line. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOIl^l (,). BUltBElDGE, 
Colonel, Cninmnitdinfj Eegiment, 

JMaj. F. S. liOBERTSON, 

Actinff Assistant Adjutant-OeneraL 


No. 09. 

Report of Lient. GoL J. F. Barlcs^ Davien^ Missouri Battalion^ command^ 
ing Serenth Missouri Cavalry and Davies'^ Battalion, 

Oamp on Eed River, December 12^ lS6d. 

Colonel; The following report is as accurate as it is i)ossible for 
me to make it, liaving lost all our regimental ])apers. You will here¬ 
with find a J'cport of the raid in Missouri, as follows; 

On the 27th of August llie Seventh Regiment of IVIissouri Cavalry 
with the remainder of Clark’s brigade left Mount Elba, on the Saline 
River, and marched twenty miles; caiupetl at Hagen’s Mills. 28th, 
marched tAventy miles and camped at Htony Point. 29th, marched six¬ 
teen miles and camped two miles south of Princeton, Here we turned 
all our wagons over but two. t‘10th, left Camp Princeton; marched ten 
miles and camped near Ttili]). 31st, marched twenty-live miles. 

Sei)tember 1, marched seventeen miles. 2d, sixteen miles. 3d, fifteen 
miles. 4th, crossed the Forest Mountain and marched eighteen miles, 
rdh, this day w(‘ were rear guard; our road was very bad; did not reach 
cami) until*12 o’clock in the night, having marched twenty miles. 0th, 
left camp at daylight; this <lay we crossed Arkansas^ River at Darda- 
nellc and eii(*ami)ed on th<‘ north side of the river, having marched four¬ 
teen miles. 7th, marched seven miles and encamped oil Illinois Bayou. 
8th, passed tliroiigh I)overaudeucain})ed, having marched twenty-three 
miles. 0th, mandu^d twcuity miles. lOth, marched twenty-five miles, 
11th, marched twelve miles. 12th, thisday we (Tossed White River Moun¬ 
tain; no water ;march(Hltli 2 rty-threemilos. 13th, remained in camp. i4th, 
march(‘(l ciglitcen miles, loth, marched to I8trawl)criy River; twenty- 
one mihis, Kith, remained in eamp. 17th,marched twenty-two miles and 
cainiird .it S]ivi’ig Riv( r. 18th, left (*amp on Spring River andmarched 
to J^^c:^!!^rl..!-, .iiii levii miles, and (*ominencod crossing Black River at 
10 oVloek at Higiit. By daylight avb had crossed everything and 
marched three miles and campecl. 19th, marcduMl fifteen miles. 20th, 
marclmd twenty-five miles ami crossed the Missouri line. 21st, maivhed 
tweuty-fiv(‘ miles and camped at INiplar Blutl*. 22d, marched eighteen 
miles.^ 23(1, mandied tw(mty-tw() miles and (iam])ed at Bollinger’s Mills, 
on Oasfcor. 24tli, started on a scout witli (’olonel »Iellers’ D^giment (Col¬ 
onel detfers (‘ommaiidiug), and marched to Old »la(ikson, Avhere we took 
the eiKuuy hy surprise. We reached Old 3 ackvson just before simdowu, 
having marched ibrty miles. We killed 2 and captured 13 prisoners 
and 25 horses. 25tli, mar(jhed twenty-five miles and encamped at Patton. 
2Gth, mar(;he(l thirty miles, passing through Fredericktowii. 27th, 
marched twelve miles to Pilot Knob. Our regiment was guard for 
train while the fight was going on at that idaec. 27th [28thJ, Pederals 
evacuated IMlot Knob at4 a. m. 28th and 29th, in pursuit ofthe enemy; 
marched thirty miles. 30th, marched thirty miles and camped at Sul¬ 
livan’s Station, on the southwest branch of the Pacific Railroad. 
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October 1, marched twenty-five miles to llnion, where we had ti skir¬ 
mish with the enemy. 2 d, marched twenty miles and camped at Wash¬ 
ington. 3d, inarched twenty-five miles and camped at Hermann. This 
town we captured after a short fight. 4th, marched twenty-five miles. 
5 th, marched twenty-five miles on a scout. 6 th, marched twenty miles 
and camped near Linn. 7th, marched twenty miles and chmped mthin 
sight of the enemy’s camp-fires at Jefferson Oit>^ Considerable light¬ 
ing going on during this day. 8 th, marched fifteen miles and (‘amxied 
at Eussellville. 9th, this day we had a fight at ISTew California. Pratt’s 
[Hynson’s] battery and this regiment were all that were engagiMl. LOth, 
marched twenty miles and camped at Boonville. 11 th, at 12 m. this 
day the enemy was reported near Boonville. We were ordered out 5 
the enemy had gained the position we were to occupy. We were or¬ 
dered to dismount. We did so, and soon drove the enemy, and lay in 
fine of battle during the remainder of the evening. 12 th, w^e lay in 
line of battle last night and all this day until 4 o’clock, when we were 
ordered back to cam]), and at 8 o’clock we were again on the road. We 
marched all night and only traveled twelve miles; camped, fed, and 
cooked breakfast. 13th, Avere sent on i)icket; relieved in the evening. 
This day we marched sixteen miles. 14th, left camp at daylight and 
marched to Arrow Eock, sixteen miles. At this ])lacc Ave (*rossed the 
Missouri Eiver (Clark’s brigade and Jackman’s only). It took us until 
midnight to cross. We then moved in direction of Glasgow, distant 
sixteen miles. At daylight we could hear heavy cannonading, A\dii(ii 
afterward proved to be General Shelby from the south side of the ru’-er. 
At sunrise we attacked the enemy at the vsuburbs of the town and soon 
drove them into their fortifications. Finding it impossible to escape 
us he surrendered at 1 p. m. Here we captured betAveen 700 and 900 
prisoners and about 2,000 stand of small-arms. 16th, recrossed the 
Missouri, which took us all night. 17th, left the river at 1 o’clock and 
marched twenty miles in direction of Waverly and camped at midnight. 
18th, marched eighteen miles and camped atWav^erly. 19th, passed 
through Dover and camped near Lexington, having marched twenty 
miles. This night we were ordered to the ftont and lay in line of bat¬ 
tle until midnight. Marched in the direction of Indeijondencic fifteen 
miles on the 20th. 21st, marched to Little Blue, where the enemy tried 
to stay our pro^’ess, but after a very severe fight we drove tln^ enemy 
and followed him to Indeioendence, Avhere Ave camped, having marcihed 
twenty-four miles; seven miles of this distance we marched on loot. 
In this fight Davies’ battalion, attached to this regiment, behaved very 
gallantly; saved one piece of Pratt’s [Hynsou’sj battery, and driving 
the enemy from his position. 22 d, this day a force under General 
Eosecrans attacked us in our rear. Here aa^c fought until 10 p. m., and 
held the enemy in chock, then fell back about ten miles. 23d, at sun¬ 
rise we were in line of battle, as the enemy was fighting our pickets. 
At this place (Big Blue) we had a short and bloody fight and Avere com¬ 
pelled to faU back. Here Colonel Kitchen was wounded. At 2 p. m. 
the enemy attempted to capture om' train by a tiank movement on our 
left, but were driven back after a vshort skirmish. We fell ba('k twenty 
miles and camped. 24th, marched thirty-five miles. 25th, this day the 
enemy attacked us about 9 o'^clock, but Pratt’s [Hynson’sJ battery did 
such good execution that the enemy were compelled to fall back. 
About 10 a. m. he again attacked us in force. After a short engage¬ 
ment the command on oui* right, being flanked by the enemy, gave 
way; then the left gave way also, leaving the center to receive the 
enemy’s charge, and being over})owered were compelled to seek safety 
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in flight. The scattered ibims were shortly rallied, and at 4 ]>. in. we 
again met the enemy. This time we drove the enemy, and in tarn were 
driven by him, hut held oiir ground and fell hack at sundown and 
marched until 1 a. m. Here we hurned our trains, having marched 
thirty miles. We marched again at 2 a. in. 26th, this day we marched 
sixty-two miles and camped near Carthage. The enemy was in our 
rear all day. 27th, marched twenty miles. 28th, this day Shelhy fought 
the enemy hack. This day we marched twenty-seven miles. 29th, 
crossed the coiaier of Arkauvsas and camped in Cherokee Nation. 
Marched this day thirty miles. 30th, inarched fi.fteen miles. 31st, six¬ 
teen miles. 

Novemher 1, marched nineteen miles and camped at Cane Hill; got 
forage for om‘ horses—the first in fl\'e days. Here we remained until 
the 4th, when we marched twelve miles and camped in the nation. 
5th, twenty miles. 6th, eighteen miles. 7th, crossed Arkansas Kiver 
and camped two miles south, having inarched six miles. 8th, marched 
twelve miles. 9th, fifteen miles. 10th, fifteen miles, llth, seventeen 
miles. 12th, fifteen miles. 13th, eighteen miles and camped near 
Perryville. Here we rec^eived hali a pound of flour to the man—the 
first that we received in twenty-two days. 14th, remained in camp. 
15th, marched sixteen miles. 16th, eight miles. 17th, marched twenty- 
six miles and camped at Boggy Depot. 18th, remained in camp. 
19th, mai'ched fifteen miles. 20tli, fourteen miles. 21st, twenty-three 
miles; crossed Bed River and camped in Texas. Here wo drew forage 
for our horses—the first we received since we left Cane Hill, being 
seventeen days. Here we drew full rations of flour. 22d, marched 
seventeen miles. 23d, remained in camp. 24th, marched twelve miles. 
25th, twenty one miles. 26th, seventeen miles. 27th, fifteen iniles. 
28tli, (tamped at Clarksville, having marched twelve miles. 29th and 
30th, remained in Clarksville. 

December 1, inarched sixteen miles in direction of Laynesport. 2d, 
marched fourteen miles, and camped near mouth of Mill Creek. 3d, 
crossed Red River at Laynesport and camped ou north side of Red 
River, having marched seventeeu miles. 4th, marched down Red River 
ten miles and (*ami)ed near Oressville, at which camp wc have remained 
to the i)resent time. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. F. DAVIES, 

fyieutencmt-ColoneJ, GomnianMng Heventk Missouri Cavalry. 

[Iiiclosure.] 

Special report of the liUed, leomidcd, and mihf>inff of the Sei'eivih ReyUneni of Missouri 
Cantlnj white on the raid in Mib(,0Hri. 


Where. 


New CalU’orui.i. 

Boonvillo.... 

(rlavS£OW. 

IV.'! *(’ "uty. 

Jii., _M:"- litlilemuej 

11 h In ■ M II. ■. 

I','’. ic. ■. 

StampeUe on the pr.in le. 

Total. 


When. 


Oct. 9,1864 
Oct. 11,1««4 
Oct. 15,1H04 


Oct. 21,1804 
Oct. 22,1S()4 
(Ocl 2.i, 18(4j 
Oct, 23,1804 



W'ouiidcil. 

C^iptiircd 
and luissiuf* 

DcHOiled 
dnrinjj; laid. 

Officers. 

Men. 

ET 

o) 

i 

1 

Officers. 

1 

Officers. 

Men. 






G 



. 


. 

i 








2 









1 

1 



. 

2 

1 

12 








8 


4 




5 


8 





1 

5 

1 

11 

1 

4 

63 

J3 

252 


12 

2 

37 

5 

04 

13 

202 
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No. 100. 

Feport of CoJ. Sohert R, Lawther^ Tenth MihsoutI CaraJry, 

Headquarters Tenth Missouri Cavalry, 

December 6, 1864. 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following’ report of the aetiou 
taken by the Tenth Missouri Cavalry while ou the recent expedition to 
the State of Missouri: 

IMarched at sunrise on the morning of the 30th of August from Prince¬ 
ton, Ark., moving in the direction of Dardanelle. Crossed the Arkan¬ 
sas Eiver at that point on the 0th of September, continuing our march 
in the dii’ection of Ironton, Mo., arriving within six miles of that ])oint 
on the evening of the 2Gth of September. There learned that a hea\y 
Federal force, under command of General Ewing, was stationed at that 
point. 

September 27 moved promptly at daylight, General Cabell i3i front. 
He charged the enemy, driving them back in the direction of Idiot 
Knob, they occupying a vstrong fort at that point. After considerable 
skirmishing the foit was charged by Generals Marmaduke and Fagan. 
General Clark’s brigade, of wlihdi my regiment formed a part, was on the 
extreme left. I lost in the charge and tlie hghting which succeeded it 
in killed and wounded 4 officers and 2i) men, of whom 4 were killed. 
Among tl )0 wounded was the brave and gallant Major Bennett^ who 
lost a leg in the charge. HivS loss was felt not only by his regiment 
but by the whole division. During the night the Federals evacuated 
the fort, marching in the direction of Holla, Mo. Next day Clark’s bri¬ 
gade followed closely in pursuit. The Tenth Missouri Hegiment, being 
in advance, came up to the rear guard of the Federals on the morning of 
the29th ot September; immediately charged them, driving them hack in 
confusion, capturing 25 men and killing 2. 1 lost in the engagement 1 
man killea and 2 wounded. Ou the morning of the 1 st of October our di¬ 
vision inarched An the direction of Union, Washington County, Mo., at 
Avhich point some 400 Federals weie stationed. When arriving w ithin 
one mile of the town General Clark dismounted all of his brigade except 
C’olonel Jeffers^ regiment and my own. Colonel Jeffers he ordered on 
the left, and I was ordered to ])roceed lapidly around on tluar right, 
cutting oft* their retreat in the dii'cction of Saint Louis. Gii arriving 
on the Saint Louis road I observed the Federals falling ba(-k. We 
instantly charged through the town and succeeded in capturing G5 and 
killing 10. I had t man slightly wounded. On the evening of tin* 3d 
captured Hermann with our brigade. Sustained no loss in oin* r(\gi- 
ment. On the morning of the 5th marched in the direction of Linn. I 
w^as detached by General Marmaduke and ordered to burn the Gas<*ou- 
ade bridge and the bridge across Bailey’s Creek. On arriving at the 
bridge across the Gasconade I found the railroad bridge had already 
been destroyed by Colonel Wood. 1 destroyed the railroad bridge 
across Bailey’s Creek and rejoined the brigade at Linn. On the 9th 
marched through California. The Federals attacked our brigmle, whi(*h 
w^as in rear, shelling us as we passed through the town. 1 had 2 men 
wounded by a shell bursting in our ranks. On the evening of the 11th 
engaged the enemy at Boonville, driving them back. Had 2 men 
wounded. 

General Clark crossed the Missouri Elver with his brigade on tlie 
14th, aud on the morning of the 15th marched ou Glasgow, attacking 
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tlie Federals at that point at about 10 o’clock. L was ordered to keep 
my regiment mounted and move rapidly to the north of the town and 
lirevent the enemy from escaping* in that direction. After some three 
hours’ lighting* the Federal cavalry surrendered to me, numbering 157. 
I lost during the engagement 1 man killed and 4 wounded. Eecrossed 
the river on the night of the IGth, marching on in the direction of Inde- 
X)endeu(*e, engaging a Federal force under command of General Blunt 
at the crossing of the Little Blue; drove him back through Inde]}end- 
ence. My loss was 1 man killed, 1 officer and 12 men wounded, and 
C men captured. 22d, in command of rear guard, Federals pitrsuing 
closely. Had 2 men wounded at the crossing of the Big Blue. Fell 
back and ridbrmed on the west side of Blue. Fought them stub¬ 
bornly at that i)oint. On the 2.‘>d had 2 men wounded, and the enemy 
succeeded in ca])turing Lieutenant-Golonel Young and Cai)tain David- 
vson, of my regiment, both brave, gallant offi('ers. On the morning of 
the 2r)th marched in the dhection of Fort S(*ott. Ivans. The Federals 
atta(*ked our rear guard at sunrise, and a general engagement was the 
result, which resulted unfavorable to us. I lost in the engagement 4 
officers wounded and 7 ca])turedby the enemy, 0 men killed, 17 wounded, 
and 58 captured. Engaged the enemy again on th(' evening of the 28th 
at Newtouia. Had 1 man woumled. This was the last engagement 
had with the enemy. 

My loss on the expedition was as follows: Mne officers wounded and 
9 (ai])tured; 47 men wounded, 10 killed, (H capturc^l, 

I am, major, very res]}ectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

K. h. LAWTOEE, 

Colonel^ dr. 

Maj. F. H. Eouertson, 

fniij)irt(trAieiU‘r((lj M((nn((iJnl<e\ fhugade. 


Ho. 101. 

0((H2(((lfies In hrUjade in the several battles hi Missoim 

since Mcptembcy 7cS67. 


Eroomnii or^aiu/tMl «rjiiiiuirv 20, IbOl 

Fi ist()('s 1 etiiuKint, oi J uly 5, 1804 .. 

Void’s Au^just 27, 1804. 


B I). TiiriKT, l)ri;j:a(lo stall, wounded. 


Eespectfully submitted. 
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Report of Coh OliarJes H, Tyler^ (7. 8. Army^ commanding unarmed bri¬ 
gade. 


Headquarters Tyler’s Brigade, 

December lo, iS6i. 

Major: In obedience to the order of the brij:>adiev-[general] com¬ 
manding the division to report the part taken by my brigade in tlie 
various actions from Independence to Newtonia, 1 have the honor to 
report that owing to its nnarmed condition the brigade was not avssigned 
to duty with either the advance or rear guard of the army, but" had 
been marching on the hanks of the wagon train for its protection. 

On the 25th of October the army marched from tlie Marais des Cygnes. 
General Shelby’s division was in advance, General Fagan’s in the center, 
and General Marmaduke commanded tlie rear. As usual, my brigade 
guarded the hanks of the wagon train. 

About 10 a. m., while marching with the regiments separated, my 
attention was called to an action then in progress in the rear. Large 
numbers of trqpps were observed pursuing a retreating force and hring 
upon them with revolvers. Eightly conjecturing that our rear guard 
had been overpowered, I immediately concentrated my command and 
made as imposing a line of battle as possible. Soon our retreating 
troops conhrmed my conjectures in respect to the hghting, and at the 
solicitation of some of the intelligent olhcers who were retreating 1 con¬ 
tinued in this position until the rear of tlie train had safely passed. I 
then assumed the duties of rear guard and continued as such until 
meeting the commanding general. He hurried me to the front to guard 
a park of wagons in the advance. Upon my arrival at the park 1 found 
the train again in motion and took my position on the right flank, as 
originally assigned. An order soon came from the commanding general 
to support a battery of artillery then in position on our right front, and 
being the senior oflicer present, to take the command, t formed line 
of battle'as ordered, but before the enemy appeared received another 
order fi'om the commanding general to march in advance of the train. 
After advancing three or four miles in front of the train the general 
commanding, through a stafl* officer, directed me to form a line of battle 
faced to the rear. Upon coming up he informed me that our rear guard 
was being driven and needed support, and directed me to support it 
morally by an ostentatious display and physically by the armed men 
under my orders. Accordingly when our retreating rear guard appeared 
in sight I told my unarmed recruits that the commanding general looked 
to them alone for the safety of the train; that they must charge the 
enemy and check him. This they did and very gallantly, (considering 
that they were unarmed recruits and had the example of so many armed 
fugitive veterans to demoralize them. 

The casualties of the charge were: 


Perkins’ regiment 

S» iv(‘» uir'ii lit 
(.oHn - It m’lit i;i . 

Total. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


a 


13 

4 

7 
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After tlie charge the recruits speedily rallied, and I again reported 
ill line of battle to the commanding general. General Fagan then 
assumed command, I’ctained me still as a support to the roar: The 
troops under my command behaved well even if they had been armed 
AT^terans, As unarmed recruits they distinguished themselves. Dur¬ 
ing their whole march there is no known instance of lawlessness. In 
all the demoralization they lum^ behaved well. No insubordinate spirit 
has been developed. They have reported in greater numbers for duty 
comparatively than any other brigade. 

I have the honor to be, very respeidfully, vour obedient servant, 

0. 11. TYLER, 
Colonel^ Cimmanding Brigade, 

Maj. H. Eavino, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ MarmaduTic^s Dhrision, 


No. 103. 


Record of the Brice Court of Inquirxf, 

PROCEEDINGS OP A COURT OF INQUIRY CONVENED AT SHREVEPORT, 
LA., BY VIRTUE OF THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL ORDERS: 

Special Orders, ) IIdqrs. Trans-Mississippi Department, 

No. 58. 5 Shreveport, La,, 3Iarvh 8, 1805, 

* * * # * * jK- 

XVI. At the instance of Ma-j. Gen. Sterling Price a ('ourt of Inquiry 
is hereby appointed to meet at Washington, Ark., at 12 m. on Monday, 
the 3(1 (lay of April, 1805, or as soon thereafter as practicable, to inves¬ 
tigate the facts and circumstances connected with the recent Missouri 
expedition under his command. The Court will give its opinion upon 
the facts which may be developed. 

Detail for the Court: I>3’ig, Gen. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional 
Army, 0. S.; Brig. Gen. E. MiiNair, Provisional Army, C. S.; Col. P. N. 
Luckett, Third Texas Infantry; Maj. O. M. Watkins, assistant adju¬ 
tant- genera 1, j udge-ad vocate. 

Should it become necessary during the investigation for the Court to 
change the place of meeting it will do so, notifying department head¬ 
quarters thereof. 

By command of General B. Kirby Smith: 

H. P. PRATT, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Special Orders, \ IIdqrs. Trans-Mississippi Department, 

No. 81. j Shreveport, La,, April 5, 1865, 

VI. Paragraph XVI, Special Orders, No, 5S, (‘urrent series. Depart¬ 
ment Headquarters, is HO amended as to maU(i Bhreveport, La.,^the 
first place of meeting of the Court of Inquiry instituted at the instance 
of Major-General Price. 

By command of General E. Kirby Smith: 

P. B. LEEDS, 

Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 



702 


LOUISIANA AND THE TEANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


fCHAP. LHI. 


FIRSl DAY. 


Sheeyeport, La., 

April 21,1865—10 a, m. 

The Court met pursuant to the forc^’oing orders: 

Present, Brig. (tcii. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional Army, C. S.; 
Brig. Gen. E. McNair, Provisional Army, G. S.j Col. P. N. Liickett, 
Third Texas Infantiy. Maj. Oscar M. Watkins, assistant adjutant- 
general, judge-advocate. 

Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, Provisional Army, C. S., appeared before 
the Court. 

The judge-advocate read the orders convening the Court and asked 
Major-General Price if he had any objection to any member named in 
the detail. He replied, none. 

The Court was then duly s’^vorn in the presence of Major-General 
Price by the judge-advocate, and the judge-advo(*ate was duly sworn 
by the president of the C;Oiirt. 

Major-General Price asked of the Court to be allowed the assistan(*e 
of Col. Eichard H. Musser, Ninth JMissouri Infantiy, as his military 
friend. The Court was then cleared for deliberation and the request 
of Major-General Price granted. 

The hour of 12 m. having arrived adjourned to meet to-morrow at 
10 a. m. 


SECOND DAY. 

Saturday, Ajml 22, 1865—10 a, dk 

At a Court of IiKpiiiy then held at Shreveport, La., iiursnant to 
adjournment. 

Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional Army, C. S.; 
Brig. Gen. E. McNair, Provisional Army, C. S.; Col. P. N. Luckett, 
Third Texas Infantry; Maj. O. M. Watkins, assistant adjutant-general, 
judge-advocate. 

Maj. Gen. S. Price appeared belore the Court. 

The proceedings of yesterday read. 

The judge-advocate then introduced as evidence an official copy of the 
letter of instructions from General R. Kirby Smith, (*ommanding Trans- 
Mississippi Department, to Maj. Gen. Sterling Trice, directing him to 
make the campaign in Missouri. Said offidal (*opy is dated xVugust 4, 
1864, and is hereunto attached and marked Exhibit A. 

Capt. T. J. Mackey, corjis of engineers, was then sworn, no other 
witnesses being present. 

Examined by the Judg^e-Advocate: 

Question. Were you in the campaign of 1864 in Missouri under (ioiu- 
mand of Major-General Price*? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. State in what caiiacity you served, when you joined the 
command, when the march began, the route it pursued, and the places 
where the enemy were encountered and with what results, from the time 
you joined the command until the end of the campaign. 

Answer. I was chief engineer on the staff of Major-General Price. .Joined the com¬ 
mand at Princeton, Ark., on the 29th August, 1864. The mardi began 1 roin Ihincotou 
August 30,1864, moving west of it to Dardanelle, on the Arkansas River. Reached 
DardaneUe on the 6th day of September, 1864.* I was then directed by Major-Gen- 
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eral l^rioo to prepare pontoonwS for the i^assa^e of the river, provided no practicable 
ford could be found. Inquiring tor the usual fords from citizens, I learned that they 
were impracticable. A practicable ford was found by me a half mile southeast of 
Dardanelle—a ford three or thrive feet and a half in depth, the river 290 or 300 
yards in width. Ammunition was remo\ed from caissons; ordnance stores neces¬ 
sarily 3‘aised in the wagons. AVe crossed without accident and marched fourteen 
miles to the vicinity of Dover, in Arkansas. From thence / ' f! ’ Fagan 
moved east to Springfield, Ark., with his division. At Dover i var was 

hold. I Avas not present. There the object of the canjpaign was then developed. 
The roads from Dardanelle to BatesA'ille, Ark., and from Dardanelle to Springfield, 
Mo., fork at Dover. The main body of the army, A\ith headquarters, moved ])y Avay 
of Cdinton, Ark., crossing the White Fiver at O'Neal’s Ferry, about eighteen miles 
above* Batcsville. At Batesville, or near th(*re, Major-General Pric(‘ and staff made a 
junc'tiou Avith Major-General 1^'agan's force. At O’Neal’s Crossing Major-General 
Marmadnke, Avith his di\dsion, moved by an upper route direct to Powhatan. The 
road Avas rough and a difficult one, and was adopted because of the forage and sub¬ 
sistence that it furnish(*d. Hoadijuarters AA’ilh General Fagan’s division moved from 
Batcsville, fourteen miles, to PoAAhatnn, Ark., which point it reached on the 15tli 
So})temb(‘r, 18H4-, Avhere it Avas joined by Generals Marmadnke and Sbelby. MoA^ed 
fr<mi PoAvhatan to I'ocaliontas on the 16th, a distance of eighteen miles. At Poca¬ 
hontas Ave halted Iavo days for the ]■ ■■iw'-rnr ••■■m jr' i/’’..; irany recruits beingtlien 
in cam]), and to distribute ordnance to xiie dir»ii • . • u ' -o'!'. At tliat point two or 
more 'b-- ■■ ere organized and added to Major-General Fagan’s division, under 
Colom ■' and Md(h*ay, and one lirigade, under Colonel Freeman, added to 

Major-(Jeneral IVIarmi^duke’s division, and a brigade, under Colonel Jackman, to Gen¬ 
eral Shelby’s division. These four brigades AAere chiefly of recruits from Aikaiisas 
and Missouri. At this point, hy direction of (ieneral Price, I prejiared four or fiA'e 
majis indicatling the routes by Avbicb the diflerent divisions should moA’O on entering 
Missouri, it having boon d(‘tormined by General Price to moA^o by three routes to 
Fredcricktown, Mo., 140 miles from Pocahontas. Geniu'al Price directed me to lay 
the routes down clearly, so that the subordinate commanders could ahv^ays com- 
mnnicati* with him readily and knoAV where he Avas. From Pocahontas General 
Price, Avitli V, 'm-CJ'• ■ ral Fagan’s division, moved direct to Fredcricktown by 
Gr(*enville, tins niKidn* route. Major-General Marmadnke moved by Poplar Bluffy 
Dallas, and Bloomfield, by the longest route to the saim* point. Brigadier-General 
Slielhy moA’ed upon the left. This route l<‘ads through Patt(‘r8on. IIo encouiit(*red 
tin* eu(‘my in the vicinity of Doniphan and defeated him AAuthout loss to himself, 
caiituring a foAV xirisoners and the telegraph office. Avith its iustrimients. lie again 
engaged the enemy at I’att<‘rson, <l(‘feaird him, caidnring a few prisoners without 
loss to himself. IM'ior to this <‘ngagemeut the enemy Imd burned the loAvn of Doni¬ 
phan. Doni])han is in Missouri, twenty miles from Poeahontas. , General Shelby’s 
< 'i_. ' I' t at Donijfiian Avas on the lOtli, the day after leaving T'oeahontas. 

< » _'2i' General Shidby imgaged the enemy at Pa1t(*rson. The three divisions 

made their junction at Fredcricktown, Mo., on the 24th day of Septemb(*r, 1864. 
At that point General Shelby had an engagement with the enemy, defeating him 
with little loss. A A'ory few prisoners taken on the 23d of September, the day before 
the jmietion. 

On tin* morning of the 26th G<*neral Shelby, l>y Major-General lh*i(*e’s order, 
moved from Fredcricktown and in the direction of Saint Louis and the Iron Moun¬ 
tain Railroad. Ib* moA^ed in a nortlnvesterly direction about forty-five miles to cut 
tlio road at Mim*ral Point. General Shelby’s order was to burn bHdgcs and dei>ots. 
lie destroy <‘d tbe two bridges at. this point. I learned this officially in the discharge 
of my duties as an engineer. 

On the morning of the 26th Septeniher Major-(irencral Price, with Major-Generals 
Marmadtik(‘’s and Fagan’s divisions, moved Avest on the road leading from Frederick- 
town to Pilot Knob, Mo., to the Saint Francis Riv<*r, where the army halted at a 
point nine miles distant froni Pilot Knob. Major-(j}eneral Fagan moved forward the 
sann^ day with his division to Arcadia, two miles distant from Pilot Knob, leaving his 
train at the Saint Francis. I sfj’rtod to move with him, was ordered back by General 
Price for the jnirposo of rex)airing the bridge, 400 feet in huigth, across the Saint! 
Francis, f ha<l assigned an officer of engineer troops to that duty. General Price 
desired me to attend to it myself, as it Avas the only jiraclicablo crossing in his rear. 
Heard heavy firing in the direction of Arcadia the same day—Major-General Fagan 
driving in the enemy’s outposts. 

On the morning of the 27th General Price moved to the front about eight miles 
with General Marmaduke's division. Found Major-General Fagan in possession of 
Arcadia and Tronton. These are small towns about three-quarters of a mile east. 
Wo found the enemy in position in the Aucinity of Pilot Knob. 

On the 27th Gtcnerals Fagan’s and Mamaduke’s divisions assaulted Pilot Knob 
jand were repulsed- On the night of the 27th thci enemy evacuated their work, blow- 
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inf? tip iheir magazine. AVo followed early on the morning of the 28tli, General 
Price with Major-General Fagan’s division reaching Potosi, thirty-two miles north 
of Pilot Kiioh, on th (3 29th of Se])temher. Major-General Marmaduho moved on the 
leit northwest on the 28th, following the enemy in the direction of Cuba, a point on 
the railroad between Saint Louis and Springheld, Mo. Brigadier-General Shelby 
had already moved from Potosi on the 28th by General Price’s order in the direction 
of Pilot Knob. On reaching Caledonia, tw^elve or thirteen miles distant from Pilot 
Knob, he moved west to cut the enemy’s line of retreat u]>on Cuba. Headquarters 
A'j *. ■■ n.' eral Fagan’s division moved by Eichwoods to Saint Clair, thirty-five 
I . of Potosi, where they were joined by the divisions of Generals Mar- 

maduke and Shelby. At Eichwoods Brigadier-General Cabell left the main com¬ 
mand on the 30th and marched to Franklin, thirty miles from Saint Clair, at the 
junction of the Pacific and Southwest Eailroad. 

On the 1st October General Price, with Major-Generals Fagan’s and Marmadnke’s 
divisions, marched north to the vicinity of Union, where Brigadier-General Oal)ell 
rejoined us on the 2d. At that point Major-General Marmadnko moved northwest to 
cut the I’acific Eailroad, to destroy the bridge at the mouth of the Gaseoiiad(‘, a 
])oint on the railroad between Saint Louis and Jefferson Oit^. Major-General Price 
continu(‘d to move west on the Jefferson City road to the vicinity of Mount Sterling, 
about fifty miles from Union. At Mount Sterling Major-General Marmadnko joined 
him oil the 5th of October. 

Oil the 6th [7th] the advance engaged the enemy four or five miles from Jefferson 
City and about thirty-one miles from JVIount Sterling, driving him into the city. 

On the 7th [8th] retired from Jefferson City, by way of Enssellville, to California, 
Camped at Eussidlvillo, seventeen miles west of Jefferson City. 

On the 9th moved north on f he road to Boonville. Our rear was attacked at Cal¬ 
ifornia, a point on the railroad between Jefferson City and Boonville. The attack 
was repulsed. 

On the 10th we marched sixteen miles to Boonville, Vr ' ■. 'V ’■ G.-'-.” . ^ Shelby in 
advance, w^ho had an oo'^.igement at Boonville, resulting in luo capLure of between 
200 and 300 prisoners, w n li iiinr anus. Major-General Price, with I^Ij!,!o'‘-G, r,.-. 

Marmadnke’s and Fagan’s divisions, reached Boonville on the 10th, wnero the com¬ 
mand remained two days. 

The enemy making demonstrations on our force at Boonville from the direction of 
Tipton on the lltli, they were repulsed and pursued for eighteen miles. 

During the night of the 12th the command moved trom Boonville* on the road to 
Lexington to Chouteau Springs, twelve miles from Boonville. The next day, the 13th, 
Major-General Marmaduke’s division, under the command of Brigadier-General Clark, 
was detached and moved in the direction of Glasgow, a town on the north bank of 
the Missouri Eiver, crossing that stream at Arrow Eock. General Price, witli Major- 
General Fagan’s division and Brigadier-General Shelby’s division, ■■■ ■ -m the 

14th fo Joneshorougli, about twenty-eight [miles] from Boonville. i • ■ ]>oiiit 
Brigadier-General Shelby moved with a part of his division and a battery in the 
direction of Glasgow, to a point on the south hank of the Missouri Eiver, ojiposite 
Glasgow. 

On the 15th General Price, w'ith Major-General Fagan’s division, moved to Reiser’s, 
on the Salt Fork of the La Mine Eiver, seventeen miles from Jonesborough and thirty 
from Glasgow. 

On the 14th, from Joneshorongh, on, with a brigjoii- <d‘ 

Brigadier-General Shelby’s division, “. ■ the Pacific Em iiio.id. 

On the night of the 17th and on the 18th all detachments rejoined Major-General 
Price, who had remained on the La Mine with General Fagan’s division. 

On the 18th the command marched twenty-two miles to AVaverly. Our advance, 
under Brigadier-General Shelby, engaged and defeated the enemy at that point. 

On the 19th the army marched twenty-six miles, engaging the enemy in for<*e in 
the vicinity of Lexington, and defeated him. 

On the 20th we moved twenty-two miles w'cst in the direction of Independence in 
pursuit of the enemy, who had engaged us on the day before*. 

On the 21st w^e engaged the enemy in force on the Little Blue, eight miles east of 
Independence, defeating him and inflicting on him heavy loss. On that night w'e 
entered Independence, having marched twenty-six miles during the day. The com¬ 
mand moved west twelve miles on the 22d, skirmishing with the enemy on the Big 
Blue, eight miles west of Independence, the enemy contesting our passage of the 
stream. 

On the 23d engaged the enemy in force in the vicinity of Westport and defeated 
him. From this point we moved south twenty-four miles to the Middle Fork of 
Grand Eiver, in the vicinity of which we had a skirmish -with the cavalry of the 
enemy. 

On the 24th we moved thirty-three miles to Blooming Grove, Kans., on the Marais 
des Cygnes. 
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On tlie 25th Major-Grenerals Fagan’s and Marmaduke’s dhdsions -were attacked eight 
or nine miles from Blooming Grove, near Mine Creek, in the rear of the train, and 
routed hy the enemy. On the afternoon of the 25th we defeated the enemy that had 
routed Major-Generals Fagan and Marmaduke after the enemy had been re-enforced 
by 2,500 cavalry from Fort Scott. This occurred between the Osage and Marmiton 
Rivers, and eight or nine miles from the previous tight of that day, the army march¬ 
ing a bout twenty-eight miles on that day and camped at Redtield Post-Ofiice, on the 
Marmiton. 

On the night of the 25th we des.troyed about one-third of our train and a portion 
of our ordnance stores. 

On the 26th the entire force, with the tram, marched to Carthage, iifty-eight or 
sixty miles. 

On the 27th marched twenty-two miles to Shoal Creek. 

On the 28th marched to Newtonia, seventeen miles, encami)ing tliree miles south 
of Newtonia. Near this place we engaged the enemy in force and routed him. From 
Newtonia, on the 29th, we marched twenty-six miles to the vicinity of Pineville. 

On the 30th from thence to IVlaysville, on the line of the Cherokee Country, 
a distance of twelve miles. 

On the 31st we reached Illinois River, in the Cherokee Nation, twenty-six miles 
from the last encampment. 

On the 1st of November we arrived at Boonsborough, or Cane. Hill, in Arkansas. 
From this point Major-General Fagan was sent with his division on the following 
day to attack the enemy at Fayetteville, Ark., eighteen or twenty miles east of Cane 
Hill, where the main army remained until the 4th, when, being rejoined hy Major- 
General Fagan, we marched fonrteeii miles on that day and campcMl in the Indian 
Territory. 

On the 5th eighteen miles and on the 6th twenty miles, to the Arkaupras River, 
which was crossed at Pheasant Bluffs on the 7th; marched four miles. 

On the 8th Major-General F.agan, with his division, moved southeasli hy way of 
Ultima Thule to Washington. Brigadier-General Shelby had on the day before moved 
southwest to the North Fork of the Canadian River. "General Price, with General 
Marmaduke’s dmsion, marched ten miles on the 8th. 

On the 9th nine miles. 

On the 10th twelve miles. 

On the 11th fourteen miles. 

On the 12tb two miles, to Games’ (Jreek, where there was pasturage and subsistence. 

Oil the 13th sixteen miles, to Pcrryville, in the Choctaw Nation, where we remained 
until the iiiorniug of the I5tih, when we marched seventeen miles. 

On the 16th seven miles. 

Oh the 17th fourteen miles to the vicinity of Little Boggy, whore Colonel Tyler 
left the main body with his brigade of recruits, moving southeast iu the direction of 
Doaksville. 

On the 18th the main army moved ten mih^s, to Boggy Depot. 

On the 19th nine or ten miles, to Leflore. 

On the 20th nine miles, to Little Blue. 

On the 2l8t fourteen miles, to Island Bayou. 

On the 22d sixteen miles, crossing Red Rivor at Kemp’s Ferry into Texas. General 
Marmaduke’s division there took the river route to Clarksville, Tex., eighty-five miles 
distant, where it joined the main body, which had marched through Bonham. This 
3 unction occurred on the 28th or 29th. We then moved thirty-six miles to Laynesport, 
Ark., where the expedition rested, the main army having marched 1,438 miles exclu¬ 
sive of the movements of detachments. 

The hour'of 2.30 p. m. having arrived the Court adjourned to meet 
on Monday next, the 24th instant. 

THIRD DAY. 

Monday, April 24^ 1865—9 a. m. 

At a Court of Inquiry then held at Shreveport, La., pursuant to 
adjournment. 

Present, Brig, Gen. Thomas P. Drayton, Provisional Army, 0. 8.; 
Brig. Gen. E.‘ McNair, Provisional Army, 0. S.; Col. P. N. Luckett, 
Third Texas Infantry; Maj. O. M. Watkins, assistant adjutant-general 
and judge-advocate. 

Maj. Gen. S. Price appeared before the Coui't. 

The proceedings of the second day road* 
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Examination of Oapt. T. J. Mackey, corpis of engineers, (‘ontinued 
by Judob-Advooate. 

Question. State the character of the road from Oamdeu to Darda- 
nelle. 

Auswei*. From Caonden to Princeton» for lifteen or sixteen miles crosses through 
a. bad flat; the other jiortion of the road to Princeton, about the same distance, 
tt)lera]>lv good, but at that time heavy rains having fallen all the roads were bad. 
From Pnncetou to Tulip, nine miles, very good road. From Tulip, the march of the 
next day, twenty-five miles on the Benton road, the road was good, with the excex>- 
tion of the last five miles, which led over a rocky and broken country. The march 
of the next day (the 1st of September), of eighteen miles, the road followed a rocky 
ridge, rough, but ])raoticable for heavy trains. The march of the next day (2d), 
crossing the Goose Pond Mountain, the ascent being easy, but the road was rough. 
The march of the 3d, of lifxeen miles, led over a mountainous country. On the 4th 
the country passed (fifteen miles) was rough, hut the roads xjracticahle. The 5th vrv 
marched sixteen miles, the character of the road being but little changed. On the 
6th fourteen miles were traversed, the road being about the same to Dardanelle. 

Question. How was the weather Avhen the march from Camden to 
Dardanelle was made ’? 

Answer. We had two rainy day* btdwc'cn Princeton and Danlaiicllc. 

Question. Was there, within your knowledge, any delay in the march 
between these points not occasioned by the cliara(‘ter of tlie roads or 
weather ! 

Answer. There was, ihe march bei’-*j:rc'jruh‘tcil b''the su])ply of forage, wliieh had to 
1)6 collected by detachuients on our i.in «-.! ■ c ■ ■ . Ther(‘ was a delay of sojne hours 

on the 4th September, until Major-General Fagan, who had moved in the direction 
ot‘Benton and who was in our rear, eould come up. 1 know of no other, miless the 
marches were shortened, beeause of the condition of the draught horses, which Avas 
had, but not worse than I have observed in all of the trains of the department for 
the last three years. 

Question. Was there any delay in crossing the river at Dardanelle 
not caused by the nccevssity of raising the orduan(*e stores to prevent 
their damage, the. character of the ford being considered'? 

Answer. 1 know of none. 

Question. Stab* the general characler of the roads piirsui‘(l iroin 
Dardanelle to Pocahontas. 

Answer. Tliecoiinfry Avas broken ami rockA, flic rojuls pracdicublc for h(‘avily 
loaded wagons, with easy fords, Avith graA'<*l and ro<*ky bottoms. 

Question. How was the weatlior during the march bctwc(*ii these 
points,? 

Answi'r. Generally good, biU some days extremely iiol. 

Question. Do you know of any delay in reaching lh)c*ahontas not 
occasioned by the chariicter of the roads, the conditions of thi* draught 
animals, or the state of the weather'? 

, AnsAA’or. 1 knoAV of none. 

Question. Give tlie general character of tlu^, roads from Pocialiontas 
to Fredericktown and the state of the weather during the march be¬ 
tween those points, and state if' there was any delay in tlie march. 

AnsAver. The country rolling; roads tolerably good; the streams all easily crossed; 
the weather good; I knoAV of no delay. 

Question. State whether oi* not there was any halt at Fredericktown. 
If you say there was, state its length and how the army wtis engaged 
during the time. 

Answer. We halted about two days. The army avus encamped. A cousitlerable 
amount of property, consisting of hoots, shoos, clothing, captured and pur- 
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ohased, was being distributed and recruitb b^ ^ i* ^ ived a:-''! ri'’;ir!'"'7rfb or t^o 
companies being formed. Major-General .»•!■ Ik wavS i- ! ;; !!■ I .s. ... 

longer route to pursue, did not overtake us till the day n-- !■ i 1 n >:» • i- :• !*»v ■. 
Six or vseven forges were engaged during ihe bait in shoeing horses and mules and 
repairing the transxiortation. 

The Judge-Advocate here hauded the wituess a diagram of Pilot 
Knob and its approaches, which is hereunto attached and marked Ex¬ 
hibit and asked: 

Question. Is that an accurate diagram of the coiiiiti'y it ])urports to 
represent ? 

Answer. It is. It w’as draAvn from a sketch made by me on the sx)ot. 

Question. You have stated that on the 26th Se])tember Major-Gen¬ 
eral Fagan drove in the enemy’s outposts. State where that outpost 
was, and the character of the enemy’s works. 

Answer. The oulpost was Fort Curtis and vicinit,\, a decimated <*artb-work, 
f the road from Arcadia to Fredori<*ktown, having a command of about 

. ■ ■ »ve that road. 

Question. State in what direction the gaiTison of Fort (hirtis re¬ 
tired. 

Answer. North to Pilot Knob, distant a mile and threG-quartcrs. 

Question. What time on the 27th September were the enemy again 
encoxultered? Wlio commanded? State whether or not any recon¬ 
naissance of the enemy’s position and strength was made, and if so, by 
whom made and with what result. 

Answer. We arrived in the vicinity of Pilot Knob about 10 a. m. I informed 
General Price, who commanded in person, that I would make a reconuaissau<‘e, 
and with a guide ^ to the crest of Shepherd’K Mountain to a })omt about 

1,500 yards distar ■ work on Pilot Knob. The work was then tiring south¬ 
east at our sharijshooters, who were showing themsolv(‘b on Pilot Knob Mountain. 
I remained in that position but a minute or two, having been driven down by 
the lire of sharpshooters of the ciuuny. 1 observed that the work was situateil in 
an open plati‘aii, the ground betw'<‘ei! the work an<l the luoiiutain being free from 
obstructions, and the road from Pilot Knob to Potosi viuining almost due north 
from tli(‘W^ork; the armament of the work eonsisting :ii»pai«‘nil\ of eight heavy 
guns. There ax)])eare(l to l)e but a -Pg’’'! ■'•'t di {irouiid it. The work lieing envel¬ 
oped ill smoke, I could not see very •( i.„. I returned from the mountain and 

informed General Price of the loeatioii of the work; that Ihe dit<‘li was slight, the 
work .! 0 !i. i''..; to have been cmbuiik(*d from Ihe interior. I stated to General 
Price i‘a: . s -vork was commanded by Shepherd’s Mountain, the key to the posi¬ 
tion, in wdiieh o])iniun he eomuirred with me, ho having consulted a map of the sit¬ 
uation iua<le pr<*A'iously liy tin*, (uigineers of General llardiH*. I did not then, nor 
do not now ri'gard th(‘ diteh oJ* tliat Avork as l>eiiig a s(*rious obstacle to a aue(*essful 
assault, 'fhe work was a,n irregular octagonal earth-work, called Fort David¬ 
son, tb(^ faces being from thirty lo thirty-five yards (‘acb with a bomb-proof mag¬ 
azine, the garrison ajipanuitly l)eing almut 1,000 m<*u. It w'as largely over-gar- 
risone’d. There w’as no bomb or splinter proof sludtevs for trooxis. The guns 
were iubarbettK^. lUien suggested the following x>lau of attaek of the position, 
which was to i)la<*e six or <Mglit field pieei'S on the crest of Shepherd’s Mountain by 
hand, stating that tin* gnus could b<^ idaced in xiosition in about two bom's on a 
])oint 1,200 or 1,500 yards from the w'ork and about 300 f(*(‘t above it; that proper 
support should be assigtuMl for those pieees; that whih‘that Avns being done the, 
W7)rk should Ix^ invested by the nunaining troops of the two divisions of Generals 
Marmaduke and Fagan, with the remaining'four pieces of artillm-y; that 1 thought 
the route north in the dlre<‘tiou of Potosi would be the natural lino of retreat of the 
enemy if driven from the work. Gcmeral Pri<*o concurred with me. 

Question. State what dispositions were made by Major-General Price; 
wluit orders were given by him within your hearing for the (conduct of the 
battle, and then state how tlu^. battle was fought and with what result. 

Answer. General Price ordered an assault to lie made; 1 do not know by whom 
the disj)ositions were made. The troops w'ero formed in the following oi'der: Marma- 
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duke^s division on the iiodli sloi)o of Shepherd’s Monnt4ain, about 800 or 900 yards 
distant from the work; di\ on Marmaduke’s ri^ht, its loft rostini^ on 

Shepherd’s Mountain on a proloim.mon of Marmadukc’s line, its right ]-e'iiiigo!i the 
west slope of Pilot Knob Mountain, both divisions masked by the timber on the 
mountain and about equidistant from the work, Fagan a little nearer to it. Dobbin’s 
brigade of about 1,500 or 1,600 men was in position about a mile due north of the 
work on the road to Potosi, He was in position several hours before the line of 
attack was formed. Two field pieces were x)laced in position on Shepherd’s Mountain 
about 1,250 yards from the work. The other guns, eight field pieces, including two 
or three rifles, were in reserve with a regiuumt dismounted at Iron!on, three-fourths 
of a mile southeast of Pilot Knob. General Price observed to the staff officers of 
Generals Maiinaduke and Fagan that there must be a perfect eon<*ert of action in the 
assault; that the movements of both divisions must bo simultaneous; that they must 
attack together, and enjoined that Generals Marmadiike and Fagan should communi¬ 
cate freely with him and with each other to secure perfect liarmouy of action. Gen¬ 
eral Price had previously, and three or four hours before the assault mas made, dis¬ 
patched couriers to be mounted on the best horses to Brigadier-General Shelby, then 
believed to be at Potosi to march immediately for Pilot Knob with the double object of 
cutting the enemy’s line of retreat, and operating against any force that might assist 
the garrison. These dispositions were complete betw"e(‘n2 and 3 p. jn., when a few 
rounds, five or six in number, were lh*ed from the guns in battery on She])herd’s 
Mountain. Fagan’s division del)Ouehed upon the plateau at a point about 500 yards 
distant from the w'ork, where his whole line came underfire. Marmaduke debouched 
upon the plateau about 600 yards from the work. Several (say five) minutes later 
Fagan’s division, after advancing about 100 yards on the plateau, broke in the most 
disgraceful manner, and before it had exx>erieiiced any material loss, with the excep¬ 
tion of Cabell’s brigade, which was on the extreme left, which moved steadily across 
the plateau at double-quick and delivering its fire under the fire of five or six heavy 
guns, two six-inch Coohorn mortars, and two or three 2-pounder steel skirmish 
guns which swept the gorge of the work upon which Cabml’s right was moving; 
the enemy attempting to raise the drawbridge, but the ropes breaking the gorge was 
left open. The enemy’s chief attention was directed to Cabell’s bi'ignde, which hav¬ 
ing reached a point in the vicinity of the ditch, and meeting with very heavy loss, 
fell back in very great disorder uj) the slope of Pilot Knob Mountain. Marmaduke, 
while Cahell was moving as described, moved from the southwest and west faces of 
the work, his command delivering its fire as it advanced. After having passed about 
200 yards on the plateau in which the work is situated under tire of S(‘veral of the 
guns of the work with hut little efieet on its line, the entire division halted and laid 
down on the dry bed of a creek about 250 or BOO yards trom the work just b(^fore 
Cabell’s line broke. About 4 o’clock hi the afternoon the fight concluded, Marma- 
duke’s division rontlnirii j to remain in the bed of the creek slxeltered from the fire, 
the other troops i» i.iui.: lii great disorder, General Price using every effort to rally 
the troops in person. * 

Question. What was the force under command of Major-General Mar¬ 
maduke, and what the force under Major-General Fagan, and what 
were their resiiective losses in the assault on Fort Da^ddvSon‘? 

Answer. Maamaduke’s division I estimated at 3,000 or 3,500, Fagan’s about 4,000. 
Fagan’s loss in killed ij,nd wounded was about 350 officers and men, and Marma- 
duke’s about 75 or 80, perliaps somewhat less. My estimate is based from observa¬ 
tion of the field after the fight. This includes the reserves. 

Question. How long* have you been a soldier f 

Answer. With the exception of brief intervals, for nineteen years, and was edu¬ 
cated for the profession; and since May, of 1861, in the armies of the Confederacy. 

Question. How long* in your opinion would it have re<|uired the ten' 
guns of General Price’s army on the crest oi‘ Bheixherd’s Mountain to 
have forced the surrender of Fort Davidson 

Answer. Fifteen or twenty minutes, if using shells and the practice good. 

Question, How long did it take to move the two guns that were in • 
position on the crest of Shepherd’s Mountain to their position ? 

Answer. About an hour and a half or two hours; perhaps a little longer. 

Question, gtate if the fight was renewed on the following morning 
(28th September); and if not, why notf 
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Answer. The fight Avas not renewed, the enemy having evacuated ihe fort during 
the night. About li.30 or 3 in the morning v e were ad^dsed of his evatmatiou by the 
explosion of his magazine. The enemy retired liy the Potosi road undisturbed. 

Question. State at what time General Price’s army was reformed and 
started in pursuit. 

Answer. Very early in the morning of the 28th, some of the troops moving at day¬ 
light. 

Question. State how the enemy were observed during the night, if at 
all, and what dispositions were then made to inter(*ept the retreat on 
the following day, and with what result. 

AnsAver. I haA'e no personal hnowb^lge of liow they Avere oliseiwed by night. 
Until that time they Avere obserA^ed by Major-Geneial Maimaduke\s division and 
Colonel Dobbin's brigade. On tbe morning of the 28th oiir army aa as moved on the 
Potosi road in pursuit. I heard General Price ordering the iiursiiit to be vigorous; 
I know not with what result, as Iaaus ordered to lemain at Fort DaAddson to destroy 
it and its armament. 

Question. What fell into the hands of onr army at Pilot Knob ‘I 

Answer. The toit, with its killed and A\onnded; its armament, consisting of 4 
32-ponnder guns, 4 24-iJoiinder howitzers on gariisou carriages, 4 6-inch Coehorn 
mortars, 4 steel 2-pounder skinnish guns, together a\ ith many hundred rounds of 
fixed ammunition for these guns; a large amount of ammunition for small-arms, and 
about eight or ten da>s’rations for 1,000 men; some 100 or 200 blankets; also the 
foundry, furnaces, and all tbe a\ ork-sbo[)s of tbe Pilot Knob Iron Company; the to v us 
of Arcadia, Moulton, and Pilot Knoh, and 2,000 pounds of < oftee, Avith a laige 
amount of supplies in those tliree toAAiis. 

The hour of 3 ]>. m. having arrived the Court adjourned to meet 
to-morrow, the 25th instant, at 9 a. in. 

FOURTH DAY. 

Tuesday, April 25,1865—9 a. m. 

At a Court of Inquiry then lield at Slirevepoit, La., pursuant to 
adjournment. 

Present, Brig.* Gen. Thomas F, Drayton, Provisional Army, C. S.; 
Brig. Gen. E. Mcli^air, Provisional Army, (\ S.; Col. P. K. Luckett, 
Third Texas Infantry; MaJ. O. M. Watkins, assistant adjutant-general 
and judge-advocate. 

Maj. Gen. S. Price appeared before the Court. 

The proceedings of yesterday read. 

The Judge-ADVOCATE then continued 1 he examination of Capt. T. J. 
Mackey*, corps of engineers. 

Question. You have stated that iu crossing the Blue Tliver our army 
encountered resistance. State the ehara<*ter of tlie resistance, what 
obstacles to onr crossing were interposed by the enemy, and how the 
crossing of our army was effected. 

Answer. The enemy had felled the timber around the ford on the rohd loading to 
Westport for 500 yards, making a A"ory formidable entanglement. General Price in 
person <b sigiuiicil a path up the bank, which Avas veiy bold, by which a part of his 
cavahy (Shelby's), after having dismounted, ascended the ojlposite bank, driving 
the enemy back. Il(‘ then ordered me to cut a road through the entanglement without 
delay, so that his artDlery could pass. This road Avas cut by 90 or 100 axnien in about 
oue hour and a half. A portion of our troops then advanced under the immediate 
direction of General Price. The enemy fell back to the Aucinity of Westport. Our 
loss A''ery light; theirs not known to me. 

Question, When the affair ou the Marais des Oygues prairie occurred 
(on the 25tli of October) where was General Price during the eugage- 
meutH 
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Answor. IIo was witli tlio loading division (fcslielby’s), five or six miles from the 
held, his usual position when there was no reason to apprehend an attack in rear. 

Question. State whether or not, at Boonyille, Mo., there was any 
engagement with the enemy, pd, il* you say there was, state the rela¬ 
tive position of the two armies and their rela.ti^"e sti'ength and the 
i^esult. 

Answer. Wo arrived at Boonvillo on tlie 10th of October. In tho a ftenio<iiL of the 
9th of October Oeneral Shelby dashed intjo Boonville, ■ ..jd .•■*! a i>arrison of about 
auO men, who were behind barricades with their aiTn** '' lOth General Price 

entered Boonville at the head of the army, Fas^an^s division encamping on the east 
and southeast of the tov’n, observing the approaches upon Boom ille from those 
directions; Marmaduke^s division south of the town, about thi'ee-fourths of a mih* 
distant from Boonville, its left resting on the Tipton road connecting with CabelPs 
hiigado of Fagan^s right. Heavy pickets thrown out in the direction of Tipton. 
Shelby’s division was west of the town. On the next day, tho llth, the position 
of the troops not being materially changed, the enemy made a demonstration from 
the direction of Tipton, driving in our pickets on that road. From the extent of the 
eneniy^s line observed by me 1 estimate their force in our immediate trout at 2,500 
men; some of them were dismounted. After a peisonal reconnaissance 1 reported it 
to Major-General IMce on the field as iiiy opinion that this was tin* advance of a 
large force. They had opened with artillery in advancing. Their advance vas 
engaged by Cabell’s brigade and checked. The enemy fell back a mile or two and 
General Price sent various detachments to observe his strength and position. The 
enemy fell back in tJie course of the night, and on the following morning was again 
in the vicinity of the town, south and west of it. General Price oislrivd Bi-iu :.!b ■ ■ 
General KShelby to turn the enemy^s left, while Major-Generals .M..r :mi: i’m - .i'n: 
b’agan’s divisions pressed him on the right and center. Before the enemy couhL be 
turned eifectuallj^ he fell back after a severe engagement with a part of Brigadier- 
(ileneral Shelby’s division. He was pursued for eighteen or twenty miles m the 
(live(‘tion of Tipton by Major-General Fagan’s and a pai*t of other divisions. 

Question. Did you hear any general at Boonville propose to General 
Price to go out and crush the enemy t Jf so, state who the general was 
and the plan proposed to (General Price. 

Answer. I heard no gemu’ul press General Pri<‘e to atbick the enemy, luit heard 
General Fagan in a very undecided manner express to (Jcneral Price an opinion that 
the enemy should be atta<*kcd. He proposed no plan. 

Question. What was the charaeter of ti'oops opposed to General Price 
in Missouri and Kansas—regulars, volunteers of long seiwii'e, new 
organizations oi‘ volunt('ers, or militia? 

Answer, I ascertained their character from prisoners taken from various com¬ 
mands. Some were a el (‘ran troo]>8 from Atlanta, some from near Nasliville and 
Vicksburg; also a larg(‘number of militia from Missouri and Kansas. 

Question. You have stated that at some times short delay^s in the 
march of the a.rmy*were occasioned by the necessity of removing ob¬ 
structions from the road. State what measures were adopted by Gen¬ 
eral Price to make those delays as short as possible. Whether or not 
there was an organization of a pioneer corps; and, if there was, how it 
was controlled and managed. 

Answer. There were parts of two companies of engineer troops, numbering in ihe 
aggregate siwenty-livc men, under my orders. A company of pioneers was attached 
to Fagan’s division not under my orders. These were hut poorly supplied with work¬ 
ing implements. When wo wove crossing at Dardanelle I was directed by General 
Price to fully equip them as speedily as possible. I converted ttu-ee of the pontoons 
into wagon bodies, forming an engineer train, and a fourth pontoon converted iuto 
a wagon body to the pioneers of I'^agan’s division. After crossing the Missouri line 
all thes(‘ troops were speedily fully equipped. On the day that we crossed the Arkan¬ 
sas Kiver General Price ordered that the engineer troops should march in advance of 
the army to remove obstructions, repair bridges, &.c. Fagan’s company of pioneers 
moved «nhvays with the division, but was ordered while in Missouri by General Price 
to move in the front of the army under my direction, which order was obeyed for one 
day only. Fagan’s pioneers were tho most efficieni. in that army. The engineer 
troops were ragged, and many of them unshod. 



712 


LOUISIANA AN1> THE TEANS-MISSISSIPPl. 


[Chap. LIH. 


Question. Was the lailurci to comx)ly witli tliis order rcx)orte(l to (xen- 
eral PriceAnd, if so^ state what measures, if any, he adopted to en¬ 
force its observance. 

Answer. I reijorted tlie fact to Colonel Maclean, the assistant adjutant-general on 
General Pricers staff, who stated that he Avould issue another order. I know not that 
it W'as issued. 

(Juestion. State whether or not the army was ever detained because 
of the engineer or xdoneer troops being from the front of tbe army. If 
so, how long, and what occasioned their absence from the front 

Answer. Sonietiuies it was detained for an hour or two from this cause in Arkan¬ 
sas and Missouri; sometimes from mistakes of their owui officers, mistaking a detach¬ 
ment to guard onr hanks for the advance guard of the main army. The officer in 
command of engineer troops assi^ed hy dex^artmeut headquarters was a couhrmed 
(‘ripple, and his physical incapacity to discharge the duties of his office occasioned 
some inismanagem(int of those troox)S. On one occasion, I think at the crossing of 
the Osage, where it Avas necessary to cut a roadway, the train was detained four or 
live hours hy the absence of General Fagan’s pioneers, whose captain reported to 
me as an excuse that they w'ero eight miles behind by order of General Fagan. 

Question. How long in all Avas the march of the army from Princeton 
to Fredericktowii delayed because of the iraprox)er organization or man¬ 
agement or disxiositioii of the engineer and pioneer trooi)S, and their 
want of iiroper implements f 

AnsAver. About three days. 

Cross-examined by^ Maj. Gen. S. Pktce : 

Question. State if Princeton AV'as not the place of rendezA-ous for the 
army south of the Arkansas Kiver. 

Answ^er. It Avas. 

‘ Question. State if the army under my command Avas not detained in 
organizing it, arranging transportation, and the issuing of necessary 
supplies until a late hour on the day J reached Tulip. 

Answer. It was. 

Question. State, if you know, why the route by Bardanelle was taken 
instead of the route east of Pine Pluf(‘. 

Answer. First, because the route east of Pine Bluff furnished but a scant subsist¬ 
ence. The Saline River and Bayou Batholomew <*roHsedou that route, both unford- 
able, the bottoms being very bad, and the country betAvet‘u the Saline and Arkansas 
Rivers on that route had been in a great measure exhausted of its supplies by our 
army and that of the enemy. ISecoud, the gre^at inobability o! having our crossing 
of the Arkansas RiA^er disturbed by the gun-boats of the enemy on that stn^ani. 
Third, in the event of crossing of that stream safely W'e would have had to cross tlit^ 
White RiA'er either at Jacksonport or Batesville. Had we moved directly upon 
Batesville we should haA’-e marched twenty-five or thirty miles over a long prairie, a 
bog in the rainy season and a desert in the dry. In addition, wo w'ould have had 
to cross the high, rocky spurs of mountains, almost imi>racticable for loaded wagons, 
with the enemy in position on onr left flank at Little Rock and Pine Blufl*, wdthiu 
fi*om twenty-five to thirty miles of our line of rnar(*hj also on our right flank at 
DevalPs Blufl’. Fourth. Had Ave marched by Jacksonport, Ave could have found no 
better ford Avithin twenty miles of tbe place as reported from ijrevious reconnais¬ 
sances. This route in distance is some sixty miles the shortest. The xipper route 
wavS taken because, first, it could supply forage and subsistence; sec-ond, tbe road 
practicable, better bottoms of streams, not wide; third, it masked the real object 
of the cam])aign, indicating Fort 8mith as the objective point and threatening Little 
Rock itself, and the passage of the Arkansas safe from disturbance by gun-boats, 
and a greater probability of linding the river fordable above than below Little 
Rock. 

Question. Was it not necessary to raise tlie quartermaster’s and com¬ 
missary stores in tlie wagons as well as the ammunition at Dardanelles 

Answer. I did not observe that, but in some cases I obserA^ed that ordnance stores 
were raised. 



Chap. LIIl J 


PRICERS MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 


713 

Question. What is your professional opinion of tlie necessity of carry¬ 
ing pontoons along when navigable streams are to be crossed in the 
line of march"? 

Answer. I tliink it eminently proper. The organization of the army is not com¬ 
plete without a pontoon train. This judgment is derived from the teachings of all 
masters of the art of war and from my knowledge of the streams to he crossed, 
which were liable to sudden freshets. I deem the pontoon train essential to that 
army, especially as its subsistence was always in advance, as in the case of the Army 
of Missouri. 

Question. Was any delay occasioned by taking along the pontoonsf 

Answer. No material delay; sometimes a lirit^f delay to the rearguard by the 
breaking of the coupling poles. 

Question. Was the pontoon train an incnnibrance 

Answer. It was not. 

Question. State the nature and character of the Arkansas. 

Answer. From Dardanelle to its mouth it varies iu width at ordinary stages of 
water from 200 to 400 yards, tortuous in its course, and liable to sudden rises from 
heavy rains aiiove, with but few fords, quicksand bottom. Navigation above Little 
Rock very precarious; fords changing materially iu the course of the day. 

Question. Wex'e you acquainted with General Price’s chief of statt. 
Colonel Maclean 1? 

Answer. I was for many years. 

Question. Are you acquainted with his general reputation as an 
engineer and soldier ? 

Answer. I am 

Question. Tell the Court what was Lieutenant-Colonel Maclean’s 
reputation as an engineer and a soldier. 

Answer, lie stood in the front rank of his ]>rofession as a civil engineer. His 
reputation was very high as a soldier. 

Q. What do you know of the diligence of General Price in availing 
himself of Colonel Maclean’s skill as an engineer, as well as your own, 
and his habits as to consulting maps, getting information as to the 
country, use of guides, and general judiciousness eft* his disposition for 
the marches'? 

Answer. It w'as the habit of General Price to avail himself of maps made by 
Colonel Maclean constantly, and also tbe ])ublisbed maps of the country. I was sel¬ 
dom consulted upon that head. His habit was to secure the service of guides and 
assign an officer to their special direction in. cases where he did not himself know 
the country. The army was never without a guide to my knowledge, and it was a 
matter of special inquiry with me constantly. The order of march was invariably 
furuisbed at night to the generals of divisions, stating the hour at which the army 
would move, the position of each division eu route, the position of trains, and gen¬ 
eral officers informed of the point to which we would move each day, and the }>osi- 
tiou of the commanding general. Special instructions, usually verbal, were given 
by tlie commanding general for covering the Hanks of his army to prevent attack, 
the strength of the rear and advance guard regulated hy the reported movements of 
the enemy. There was a standing order to march at daylight, unless otherwise spe¬ 
cially ordered. 

Question. Do you know of an order to General Pagan to make a 
thorough reconnaissance of Ironton and vicinity on the 2Gth of Septem¬ 
ber, 1804*? 

Answer. Geiieral Price issued such an order on the Saint Francis on that day. 

Question. Do you know what information Major-General Pagan com¬ 
municated to Major-General Price ou his arrival in the vicinity of Iron- 
ton« 
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Ans-vver. I heard Geueral Fagan express his opinion of the strength of the position 
of Pilot Knob to General Price, and stated that he could take it with his division 
alone in twenty minutes by assault, and urged that the assault be made. He stated 
that the enemy might send a large detacmnent by railroad from fciaiut Louis and 
relieve the garrison and the work unless ^ve acted promptly; that the strength of 
the garrison was small. 

Question. What was the information in relation to the enemy having' 
forced prominent citizens into the fortifications, and was not that infor¬ 
mation urged as a reason why the place should not be shelled'? . 

Answer. Information was furnished General Price in my presence by citizens of 
Iroiiton and Arcadia that the enemy had forced Southern residtiuts, old and young, 
including hoys, into the work from the college of Arcadia. These citizens* nrgeci 
that lie should not shell the work. They also stated to (reneral Price that these citi¬ 
zens in the work would not lire upon oiir column assaulting the work. 

Question. Do you know of the message sent by Major-General Mar- 
maduke from Shepherd’s Mountain to Major-General Ibice wliile in lull 
view of the enemy’s works at Pilot Knob? Or state what was said by 
Major-Generals Marmadnke or Pagan or both of them to General Price 
about the assault? 

Answer. I do. An officer of General Marmadnke’s staff reported to General Price 
that he was instructed hy General Marmaduke to report that in his (General Mar- 
maduke’s) opinion that with two guns < ■ ’ .y v ■ ■ * where he then stood, 

he could take the works in a few miunt-• I ■ x* ■ ■ ■■ of the precise words. 

Question. Did IVlajor-General Price order the assault on the woi*k at 
the earnest solicitation of Major-Generals Fagan and Marmaduke? 
State what you know. 

Answer. He did. 

The witness here desired to correct his testimony in answer to tin* 
question pretiously propounded by the .judge-advocate, which reads as 
follows: 

Question. How long in all was the inarch of the army from Prince¬ 
ton to Predericktown delayed because of the improper organization or 
management or disposition of the engineer and pioneer troops, and 
their want of proper implements ? 

To which the witness replies: 

About one day. * 

FIPTH DAY. 

Wednesday, Ajm'H 3C, 1SG5—9 a. m. 

At a Court of Inquiry then liehl at Shreveport, La., pursuant to 
adjoumment. 

Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional Army, C. S.; 
Brig. Gen. E. McNair, Provisional Army, 0. S.; Ool. P. N. Luckett, 
Third Texas Infantry; Maj. O. M. Watki’ assistant adjutant-general 
and judge-advocate. 

Tlie Court was cleared at the instance of the judge-advocate. 

The judge-axlvocate then asked an ordei" of the Court to summons 
Governor Thomas C. Reynolds as a witness. 

The Court after mature deliberation directed the judge-advocate to 
issue the .summons desired. 

Maj. Gen. Sterling Price then appeared before the Court, 

The cross-examination of Ga])t. T. ,1. Maoney continued by Major- 
General Price : 

Question. Did you examine the works at Pilot Knob, more particu¬ 
larly Port Davidson, after the action i 

Answer. I did, very oja^efully. 
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Question. State your professional opinion of tlie practicability of 
ditch and parapet for assault. State reasons. 

Answer. The ditch ottered hnt a slight obstruction and could have been readily 
passed and parapet mounted. The ditch was ten feet in width, depth, six feet four 
inches, the command of the work eight feet. The scarp and exterior slope had been 
very much washed; the inclinatiouof the exterior slope very gradual, so that it could 
be easily mounted. 1 tested the practicability of mounting it by taking a musket 
in my hand after we were in possession of the work, springing into the ditch and 
running up the exterior slope to the crest of the parapet. I repeated this with 
liffceen men, each with a musket in his hand, no man ha^ iug any assistance from his 
comrade. I called the attention of Major-General Price and Brigadier-General 
Clark to the experiment while I was making it. 

Question. If there had been iironipt co-operation of the two assault¬ 
ing divisions what would have been, in your professional opinion, the 
result ? 

Answer. I am satisfied that the work would ha\"e fallen upon their first assault. 

Question. State your xirofessional opinion as to under what circum¬ 
stances there is the greatest amount of casualty and loss of life to an 
assaulting column. 

Answer. When the column of attack wavers and begins retiring. 

Question. Were you present after part of General Fagan’s column 
fell back and was rallied; and did you hear General Fagan ask per¬ 
mission to renew the assault? State what was said by Generals Fagan, 
Pri(‘e, and Cabell. 

Answer. I was. I did hoar General Fagan ask permission to renew the assault. 

I heard General Fagan state* that he could take it by another assault, and that his 
(General Price’s) escort ought to take part in the assaiilt; that he had thrown his 
own escort m. General Price stated that he would not renew the assault. Cabell 
remarked to General Price that it "was a damned wise decision. 

Question. During the two days’ stay at Boonville, was theferry-boat 
constantly employed in crossing recruits to the army from North Mis¬ 
souri ? 

Answer. It was. 

Question. Did you see General Price’s coiomand in several successful 
battles? State where and wdien. 

Answer. I did. At Lexiugtoii, Mo.; on the Little Blue; in the vicinity of Inde¬ 
pendence; at Westi)ort; in th(‘ valley of the Osage, on the 25th of Octfiber, 18C4; at 
Newtonia, Mo., all during the full campaign of the Army of Missouri in 186*4. 

Question. Did General Price dismount the larger portion of his troops 
before battle; and what were his usual disjiositions before battle? 

Answer. H<* invariably dismounted tlie larger portion of his troops. His usual 
disimsitioiivs w<*re to form his line of buttle in two ranks, dismounted, when with 
nine brigades, one to be kept mounted on each flank, artillery posted on line of bat¬ 
tle or on the nearest commanding ground, supports designated for batteries, reserve 
of one or two brigades at about lialf or tbreo-fourtbs of a ipile, varying according to 
the character of the ground. 

Question. Were you present when General Price received informa¬ 
tion that the enemy *was moving at the Marais des Cygiies on the rear 
of his column? If so, did General Price return immediately at half 
speed, first ordering General Shelby to the rear with his old brigade 
under Brigadier-General Thompson? 

Answer. I was. (iern'ral Price returned as stated, and such orders were given to 
General Shelby in my presence. 
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Question. Were you ’witli General Price when lie met the Retreating 
column at the Marais des Cygnesf State where it was, in what order, 
and where was the train. 

Answer. I was not with General Price when he met the retreating column on the 
Marais des Cygnes. 

Question. What other dispositions did General Price make with the 
unarmed troops after the Marais des Cygnes ahair, and what was the 
result*? 

Answer. On the day of the Marais des Cygnes affair, while we were engaging the 
enemy between the Marmiton and the Osage, and while we were being pressed 
heavily by the enemy, General Price formed about 5,000 or 6,000 unarmed men and 
moved with them upon the enemy's right under a lire of shell, and the enemy gave 
way upon the advance of this force. 

Cross-examination concluded. 

The Court was then cleared to consider of questions suggested by a 
member. 

Major-General Price again appearing before tbe Court, the witness, 
Oapt.T. J, Mackey, was re-examined by the Judge-Ad voc ate: 

Question. How far were the iiontoons carried, and were they ever 
usedf 

Answer. They were carried to Dardanelle, where four of the eighteen were con¬ 
verted into wagon bodies and the otheis burned. 

Question. Was this information as to the enemy having forced into 
Fort Davidson prominent (itizens of the Aicinity subse(j[uently cou- 
hrmed; and, if so, howf 

Major-General Price here objected to this question, and assigned the 
following reasons: 

The (piestion is improper because it is not necessary that the information should 
have been absolutely true. It is sufficient that the information should have reached 
the commanding general through the only channel by whioii that officer could 
acquire a knowledge of the state of things from citizens of the country who were 
well affected toward our army. If it appeared to be true, and was in accordance 
with the enemy's custom, that citizens should be pressed into their fortihed places, 
especially sympathizers with General Price's cause, it is sufficient. It is a well- 
established principle of military criticism that a general is not to be judged by tbe 
state of facts that actually existed at tho given time, but by such facts as appeared to 
him to exist from the best information he could gain. 

The Court was then cleared for deliberation, and decided that the 
question be put. 

The witness proceeded to answer: 

After the retreat of the enemy 1 met a few citizens who were in the fort during 
the fight, who stated that they had been forced into it. Tbe dead bodies of persons 
in citizens' dress were found in and around the work. These persons were identified 
as citizens by women after the tight. 

By a Member: 

Question. What was the state of discipline in General Price’s army 
during the campaign'? 

Answer. Not very good. 

Question. You have already testified to the causes of delay during 
the marcb between Princeton and Potosi. Please state how many 
days were lost, and could this delay have been provided against? 

Answer. Four or five da>s. This is only an aiiproximate estimate, including delay 
from all causes. I think this could not have been provided against by any means 
within the control of the commanding general. 
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Question. How many (*aniion were fired at Fort Davidson from Shep¬ 
herd’s Mountain, and with what effect ? .What description of guns and 
caliber? 

Answer. Two or three pieces. Oii the day of th(‘ assault two sliells hurst m or at 
the work. I cannot state with ^^hat effect, nor can 1 give a description ot the guns. 

Question. Were fasidnes or other material prepared for facilitating 
the passage of the dit(di ? 

Answer. None whate'^ er. Alter ihe assault I jirepaied a number of scaling ladders. 

Question. You say tliat General Price on the morning of the 28th 
August ordered the pursuit of the enemy, who had evacuated Fort 
Davidson during the nigbt. Do you know if any of them were over¬ 
taken and captured ? If so, how many ? 

Answer. I cannot say of uiy own knowledge that they were overtaken. 

Question. To what point did the enemy retreat, by what road, and 
when did he reach his destination ? 

Answer. He retreated to a point on the Southwest Branch of the Pacific Railroad. 
He moved from Pilot Knob along the Potosi road. In the vicinity of Caledonia 
he took the road to Steelville. I cannot say when he reached his destination. 

Question. Did General Shelby return iu time from Potosi to take any 
measures for intercepting or pursuing the retreating Federals ? 

Answer. He did not return in time to intercept them. Ho pursued them. 

Question. When you felt convinced that the officer in command of 
the engineer company was a confirmed cripple, did you report the tact 
to Majoi'-General Price; and if so, what action did he take? 

Answer. I reported the fact to General Price, who stated that I had better put 
some other oihoer in command and that he would approve it. 

Question. Did General Price have any of the Hannibal and ISaiiit 
Joseph Eailroad destroyed; and if so, how many miles of it? 

Answer. He ordered the destruction of it in my presence. I know not if the order 
was executed or not. 

Question (by a Member): Did General Price give instructions for 
the destruction of any of the railroads in ISTorth Missouri? And if so, 
state what roads and then state the number of miles of each that were 
destroyed and wheie. 

Answer. He did, of the North Missouri Railroad and the ITaimihal and Saint Joseph. 

J cannot state the nnmher of miles of each that were destroyed and where. 

Major-General Pri(‘e then asked the permission of the Court to pro¬ 
pound to the witness the questions which follow. The Court was cleared, 
and after deliberation decided that the questions be asked; whereupon 
Major-General Price again appeared before the Court. 

Question. You state the discipline of the command was not good. 
Does this statement relate to the time of General Price assuming the ^ 
command or subsequently? 

Answ'cr. To both. 

Question. Was the discipline at any time worse than usual with 
troops of that character in an enemy’s country? 

Answer. It was not. 

Question. What was the character of the troops which joined G-eneral 
Price at the second rendezvous in North Arkansas? 
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Answer. General Shelby’s old brigade and a large body of recruits, consisting of 
citizens of that section, conscripts, absentees without leave from their commands, 
and deserters, and but a few volunteers. Shelby’s command was never in a high 
state of discipline, but reliable in battle. They were the right arm of the army. The 
larger parts of the command that joined us there were of recruits, conscripts, and 
absentees. 

Question. Do you know of General Price sending a detachment from 
Boonville to destroy the Perruque bridge, on the North Missouri Bail- 
road; and if so, to whom were the orders given"? Give the names and 
character. 

Answer. They were given to Colonels Anderson and Quantrill. They were the 
most distinguished partisan leaders, and were the terror of the enemy in that section 
and accustomed to operating on railroads. 

The hour of 2 o’clock having arrived, the Court adjourned to meet at 
9 a. m. to-morrow, the 27th instant. 

SIXTH DAY. 

Thursday, Aiml 27, 1865—0 a, m. 

At a Coiu‘t of Inquiiy then held at Shreveport, La., ])ursuant to 
adjournment. 

Ih'esent, Brig. Gen. Thomas P. Drayton, Provisional Army, G. S.; 
Brig. Gen. B. McNair, Provisional Army, 0. S.; Col. P. N. Lnckett, 
Third Texas Infantry; Maj. O. M. Watkins, assistant adjutant-general 
and judge-advocate. 

The record of the previous day’s proceedings was read. 

The judge-advocate stated to the Court tha‘t on yesterday he had sent 
a summons to appear as a witness to Governor Thomas C. Eeynolds, as 
directed by the Court, a copy of which is hereunto attached and marked 
Exhibit E,* to which summons said Governor Reynolds replied by the 
following letter: 


SiittKVii.PuRT, La., I860. 

Maj. 0, M. Watkins, 

AmiBiant AdjutanUGeneralj Judge-Advocate, cjc.: 

Major: Your letter of yesterday, informiug me that th(‘ Couit of Inquiry ordered 
at General Price’s instance desired my attendance as a witness, has l)een received. 
Although the order convening the Court does not direct any investigation of Ihe 
st-atemeuts puldished by me m reference to General Price, ^et as it was oc(*asioned 
by them, and I have been and may hereafter be in consultation with yoiiiunderence 
to the inquiry, delicacy prompts me to exercise my legal right of (hjclinuig to iestify 
in the case. I do so with the greatest respect to the Couit uud yourself. 

I am, major, very respectfully, yours, 

THOS. V. REYNOLDS. 

The judge-advocate submitted this letter to the Court and <isked that 
the Court be cleared to consider it. The Court was accordingly (*leai‘ed. 

The Court decided that it had not the right to compel the attendance 
of Governor Eeynolds, as he did not belong to the line or staff:' of the 
army. 

General Price appeared before' the Court. 

The judge-advocate represented to the Court that he^ was in nio Avay 
connected with the (*jimpaigu to be investigated. That when it was 
conducted he was serving far from the scenes of its operations, and that 
when ordered on the Court he had no knowledge of the matters to be', 
investigated, with the exception of what could be gleaned ftnin unoi- 
hcial and etv parte statements contained in the newspapers of tlie day. 


Not found. 
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That Governor Eeynolcls, of Missouri, served throughout the campaign, 
and that Major-General Price, in liis cross-examination, makes refer¬ 
ence to charges contained in a letter or circular published by Governor 
Reynolds before this Court was asked for or ordered. He therefore re¬ 
quests the Court to permit Governor Eeynolds to be present during tlie 
taking of such testimony as the Court may not deem necessary to be 
kept from the knowledge of one of his high official position in ordei 
that the judge-advocate for his own information may consult with him 
more intelligently on the facts and ckcumstances to be scrutinized by 
the Court. 

The Court was cleared for deliberation. The request of the judge- 
advocate was refused, inasmuch as Governor Eeynolds does not appear 
in the attitude of prosecutor, and the Court sits with its" doors closed 
at all times to all persons except those absolutely necessary for the 
transaction of its business. 

General Price again aiipeared before the Court. 

The judge-advocate announced the decision of the Court. 

Maj. James E. Siialer, assistant adjutant-general, was then sworn 
and examined by the judge-advocate, no other witness being present: 

Question. Were you in the campaign in Missouri in the autumn of 
1864 under command of Major-General Price; and if so, in what capac¬ 
ity you served, when you joined the command, and when you left it? 

AjQvSwer. Yes; I was the inspector-general of that army and on the staff of Major- 
General Price. I served in that capacity on the statt* of Major-General Price from 
May, 1864, to December of that year. 

Question. State the organization of the army under command of 
Major-General Price while operating in Missouri in September and 
October of 1864 at the beginning of the campaign, and give any mate¬ 
rial changes that were made during the campaign. 

Alls^\er. At the commcnccniont of the march it was composed of Major-General 
Fagan’s division and a l)at1alion of three compaine<': Major-General Marmadnke's 
dnision of one brigade of Missouri troopvS and a batialiou of six companies, and a 
brigade of Louisiana troops ()rd(‘rcd to ro])ort to General Marmaduke, but failed to 
do so. Upon the arrival of the army at INx-abontas the army was reorganized, and 
upon leading that place was composed of three divisions. Major-GeiuTal Fagan’s, 
eomposed of four brigades and a battalion of tbiee companies, Major-General Mar- 
maduke's of two brigades, and r-G,-* Shelby’s of two brigades. To 

Brigadier-G(‘ueral Cabell’s and C’oloiiei hlemons’ Dngades, in Major-General Fagans 
division, there were attached two ■j>ieces of artillery, making four in all for the 
divisi" . G, Marmaduktfs division had a battalion of artillery attached 

to it ■ • ■ ;.‘ mtteries, three pieces in each battery. Brigadier-General 

Shelby’s division bad one battery of four pieces and one company as a body guard 
of the commanding general of the army. After arriving at Boonville a brigade of 
Missouri rt‘oruits of two regiiiieuts was formed and ])laccd under the command of 
(^donel Tyler and became a part of Marmadnke’s division. Besides these there were 
companies of partisan troops reported by their leaders to General Price, but never 
became a part of the regular organization. 

Question. Stute the culiber and character of the artillery in the Army 
of Missouri. 

Answer. I cannot state it with accuracy. They were field pieces, some of them 
rifled. Two of Brigadier-General Shelby’s pieces were Parrott guns; the caliber I do 
not recollect. 

Question. State the discipline of the troops when the campaign began 
and during it to its (Conclusion. 

Answer. Ther<^ was no discipline when it began and during the campaign, and at 
its (‘onclusion there was all the disorder that must necessarily obtain in an undis¬ 
ciplined command. 
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Question. Were any measures adopted by General Price to secure 
discipline ? If there were, state what measures. 

Answer. Yes; orders were issued 1by General Price which, if carried out, would 
have secured order; hut it was impossible to carry them into execution literally 
with vsuch a command. 

Question. State whether or not any depredations or ()nlr;);i(‘s were 
committed by the soldiers of General Price’s command daring; the cam¬ 
paign; and if so, state their character and general extent. 

Answer. Yes, there were. The soldiers commenced plundering at Arcadia, and 
from there throughout the whole expedition. Wherever supplies were to he found 
there was more or less plundering. There seemed to be a desire upon the part of the 
troojis generally not to molest persons of Southern proclivities, hut whenever per¬ 
sons disposed to he favorable to the Federal cause were found their property was 
taken. All kinds of property was taken. 

Question. State whether these outrages were committed by soldiers 
while on the march under the eye of their officers, or by what class of 
soldiers. 

Answer. They were generally committed by soldiers who left the column, some 
straggling and some under permission of their immediate commanders. The cap- 
taius of companies, regimental, brigade, and division commanders all gave permis¬ 
sion to scout, and by ssu Ji paiMic.^ many depredations were committed. 

Question. Were any measures adopted by General Price to prevent 
these outrages ? If so, state what they were, and were any efforts made 
by him to punish such offenders ? If there were, state the character of 
such efforts. 

Answer. A provost guard was organized in each brigade and a provost-marshal-gen¬ 
eral appointed for the army. Provost-marshals of brigades reported to their provost- 
marshals of divisions, and they to the provost-marshal-general, who was directed by 
Major-General Price to call for whatever number of troops he required to prevent 
these outrages. Stringent orders were repeatedly given with reference both to 
stragglers and to private property, directing their arrest in all cases. In case of 
resistance on their part, that they should ho shot down. In many instances General 
Price in person directed the arrest of persons with stolen property in their x)os8ession. 
General Price instituted a court-martial at or about Pocahontas. There were no 
other measures adopted that I can think of at present. 

The hour of 3 p. m. having arrived, the Court then adjourned to meet 
again on to-morrow, the 38th instant, at 9 a. m. 

SEVENTH DAY. 

The Court assembled at 0.15 a. m. on Friday, April 28, 1805, pursu¬ 
ant to adjournment. 

Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional Army, C. S.; 
Brig. Gen. E. McNair, Provisional Army, ('. Maj. O. M. Watkins, 
assistant adjutant-general and judge-advocate. 

Maj, Gen. Sterling Price api^eared before the Court. 

Col. P. N.'Luckett, Third Texas Infantry, was absent. 

The proceedings of yesterday were read, after which the judge-advo¬ 
cate read to the Court the following note— 

Shreveport, La., QSy 1865. 

Maj. 0. M. Watkins, 

Judge^AdvocatOj ^c.: 

Major: Colonel Luckett was quite sick this morning and will not he able to 
attend Court to-day. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. M. TAYLOR, 

iSurgcotij PrQvlmngd JLmy, C. 
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and a«ked that the Court adjoiiru because of the illness of Colonel 
Luckett until Llonday next. The Court then adjourned to meet again 
at 9 o’clock on Monday next, the 1st of May, 18(15. 

EIOHTH DAY. 

The Court met at 9 a. in. on IMouday, May 1, 1865, pursuant to ad¬ 
journment. 

Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional Army, (IS.; 
Brig. Gen. E. Slcli^air, Provisional Army, C. S.; Maj. (^. M. Watkins, 
assistant adjutant-general and judge-ad vo(*ate. 

Maj. Gen. S. Price appeared before the Court. 

Proceedings of the seventh day Trere read. ' 

The judge-advocate stated to the Court that he was informed by 
Sui*g. C. M. Taylor that Colonel Luckett was still too ill to attend 
Court. 

The Court then at 9.15 a. m. adjourned to meet at 9. a. m. on to¬ 
morrow, the 2d day of Ma}", 1865. 

NINTH DAY. 

The Court met at 9 a. in. on Tuesday, May 2, 1805, pursuant to ad¬ 
journment. 

Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional Army, C. 8.; 
Brig. Gen. E. M(*Nair, Provisional Army, C. S.; Maj. (3. M. Watkins, 
assistant adjutant-general and judge-advocate. 

Maj. Gen. 8. Price appeared before the Court. 

(Jol. P. K. Jjiickett, Third Texas Infantry, absent. 

The judge-advocate read the proceedings of yesterday, and also the 
following note from Surg. 0. M. Taylor: 


Maj. 0. M. Watkins, 

Ju(l(fe-A(lvocnte: 


Office of Diicec'jojr, Genekal Hospital, 

Shrevejwrt, La., May lS6o. 


Major: I have heeii fox Colonel Luckett for some time past, and I am. 

satished that he will 'ir* .iM- lo continue as a member of the Court, without seri> 
ous injury to his liealth, and I have recommended that he apply for leave of absence 
for sixty days, and have ftiven a certificate upon which he will base his application. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. M. TAYLOR, 

ModU'al X)\rector^ (UncraJ Jlobxntalj Trans-Mihhlsbipxn Deparimeni. 


Whereupon the Coui’t was cleared for deliberation, and resolved to 
X)roceed with the investigation of the case uow^ before it. 

Major-General Price again appeared beibre the Court. 

The JxTDGE-A dvocate continued the examination of Maj. James B. 
Shaler, assistant adjutant-general’s department: 

(Question. Did any recruits join the command of General Price dur¬ 
ing the campaign'? If so, state how many and the number chat re¬ 
turned with him to Arkansas, and what measures were adopted by Gen¬ 
eral Price to recruit. 

Answer. Yes; many. I think as many as 10,(X)0. From 5,000 to 7,000 returned 
with us from Arkansas. General Price gave to persons applying authority to or¬ 
ganize companies and regiments. I know of no other measure. The difficulty was 
not to get troops, but to organize thorn. 

46 R R—VOL XLI, PT I 
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Crosb-examined by Maj. Geu. S. Price: 

Question. What number of armed troopvS entered the State of Mis¬ 
souri under General Price’s command ? 

Aiibwei. About 7,000. 

Question. What A\as the iiumbei and character of the unarmed 
troops'? 

Answer. About 2,000 uucirmed tioops, motatl.\ deseiters. 

(iuestion. State what sort of troops constituted General Price's com¬ 
mand with whi(*h he entered Alissouri; what chai*acter of persons they 
were composed, and how officered. 

Auswer. aVbout 5,000 of the troops were oi the usual character of Confederate cav - 
Hky. The remainder Avere deserter^ and cousciipts, otticered by men of their own 
kind, to some extent. This does not ai)ply to brigade commanders. 

Question. Do you know of any marauders being executed summarily ? 
State when and where, and in what manner. 

Answer. Yes; I know of two certainly, and 1 think more haMu^ been shot down 
summarily for inarauiliug by Colonel Freeman. 1 don’t recollect when or Avhere. 
Colonel Freeman iioinbtl me otticially that when these men w^re arrested and 
brought to (’olonel Freeman's (quarters they admitted that they had been marauding, 
and one said that lie w'oultl do the same thiiift again, whereupon he, Colouel Free¬ 
man, shot them. I eaiiiiot he precise as to the d<‘tails. 

Question. Do you know of General Piice’s complimenting Colonel 
Freeman for his shooting these men, and in what terms? 

sinswer. General Price exjiressed his appioval of Colonel Freeman’s coiiduet, hut 
I do not remember Avhether (’olouel Freeman was present or not. 

Question. Did you hear General Price say if in his ])ower he would 
make Colonel Freeman biigadier for that act ? 

AnsAver. I don’t reiiieml>er having heard him sa.A so. 

Question. Do you know of any officers being punished by General 
Price for participating in outrages ? 

Answer. Many were placed iu arrest, fiom colonels of icgiineuts dow ii. I (Um’t 
know wha't Avas done AAith them subsequoutly. 

Question. Were these permissions to scout }on mention as given by 
captains, regimental, and brigade commanders iu accor(lau(‘e with Geii- 
eral Price’s orders ? 

.insAAer* They Avere lu \iolatioii of them. 

Question. Was it not absolutely necessary that the ditferent cow- 
inands should sometimes spread over a large extent of country on 
horseback to procure forage? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Was an additional provost guard ()r<lered up at Arcadia 
and placed under command of Colonel Tyler, an old army officer? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. You say the difficulty was not to get- recjruits, but to or¬ 
ganize them. Was there any difficulty in subsisting, protecting, and 
arming them ? State what. 

Answer. Yes; there was great diliiculty,. as arms could not bo procured. The 
unarmed men in the command interfered materially with the rapidity and elte<‘tive- 
ness of its moA^oments. 
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Question. Was not mucli tlie larger half of the troops unarmed from 
the time he reached Central Missouri? 

Anfewer. I think so. I don’t think that the armed men at any time during the 
campaign exceeded 8,000 or 9,000 in niimher. 

Cross-examinatiou by Major-General Price concluded. 

Ee-examinedby the Judob- Advocate: 

Question. You say that these i^ermits to scout, given by company, 
regimental, or brigade commanders were in violation of General Price’s 
orders. State what measures, if any, were adopted by General Price 
to prevent their continuance, and whether or not any officer oi officers 
were iDunished for having given such i)ermission. 

Answer. I know of no measures except reiterated orders from (ileneral Price and 
his staft officois forbidding such permissions. I don’t know that any officers were 
punished for giving such permission. 

The re-examination by the judge-advocate was here concluded. 

By a Meiviber : 

Question. What prevented an earlier movement of General Price 
from Camden f 

Answer. Want of ordnance stores, which were to have been received from Shreve¬ 
port. 

Question. When did they arrive? 

Answer. I can’t gP’C the precise date, hut it was on the 27th or 28th of August. 
A considerable poition crossed the Ouachita River on Sunday, which I think was the 
28th. 

Question. What was the strength of Dobbin’s brigade when at Pilot 
Kiiob? How did it happen that Colonel Dobbin did not intercept the 
enemy on his retreat from Port Davidson? 

Answer. I do not recollect, nor can I tell how it happened that the retreat was 
not intercepted. 

Question. Were you in a position ou the night of the 27th and 28th of 
September, 18C4, to know whether sentinels and pickets were posted so 
as to detect the earliest movements of the enemy, aggressi^'e or retreat? 

Answer. I was not. 

Question. Do you know that troops were stationed to watch the 
enemy in the fort and give notice of his movements at the <*arliest 
moment? 

Answer. Yes; troo])s were stationed on the road leading along the Iron Mountain 
Raili ond toward Saint Louis, and also upon the road by which the enemy eventually 
retreated toAvard Caledonia, and orders were sent to Brigadier-General Shelby to 
move doAvn upon the Caledonia road, which, had he received, would have intercepted 
the retreat of the enemy. 

Question. What was the nearest point to the fort that; any of these 
troops were posted on the route by which the enemy retreated ? 

Answer, I don’t know. 

Question. Were you at the battle of Marais des Oygnes? Was the 
order of battle a judicious one? To what cause do you attribute the 
disasters of the day? Who was ^he immediate commander at Marais 
des Cygnes? 

Answer. I was conducting the train, was with it when it was parked, about nine 
miles from whore the fight began. 
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Question. Were the different foraging parties sent out during the 
march placed under the charge of commissioned officers ? 

Answer. Many times they were not. 

Question. Why was it so difficult to carry out G-eneral Price’s orders 
for the enforcement of discipline among the troops ? 

Answer. Because they were nndi&ciplme<l troopp*^ and also the command being 
uhvajsin motion it was impossible to i'lr-ijnntr any system of discipline or punish¬ 
ment, and because there was a large • i <•, uiiamed men who seemed to think 
themselves not amenable to ordeis. 

(Question. Were any officers or soldiers punished oi‘ shot for ma¬ 
rauding or straggling by sentence of a court-martial? 

Answei. None that I know of. 

Question. Did any disaster occur in the campaign attributable to a 
want of confidence or distrust in the leadership of the major-general 
commanding the expedition 1 

The judge-advocate objected. 

The Court was cleared for deliberation and the objection was sus¬ 
tained. 

Major-General Price appeared again before the Court. 

Question. Was there any divstrust or want of confidence in the lead¬ 
ership of Major-General Price on the part of the troops of the cam¬ 
paign'? 

Answer. Not that I know ol. 

Question. Were the ordervS issued by General Price in regard to the 
discipline of the troops in his command obeyed; and if not, did he, 
General Price, enforce obedience? 

Answer. No^ vSir. General Price flepentled upon Ins diviKion commanders to en¬ 
force his order, the composition of the command and the disposition of the troops 
being such as to rendei it impossible tor him to attend to the enforceiAent of orders 
himsell*. 

Question. What was the p]*acti(*e of General Price in the employ¬ 
ment of guides on the march, and who had charge of them'? 

Answer. His practice was to procure guicles from the different commands who 
were thoroughly acquainted with the country in which he was operating, and he 
was more particular about that than any other branch of my department of the 
army. I had charge of the guides myself and reported with them to the (‘ommander 
of tile advance division. 

The examination of Maj. Juines R. Shaler, assistant adjutant-gen¬ 
eral’s department, was here concluded. 

Capt. T. T. Taylou, assistant adjutant-general, was sworn by the 
Judge-Advocate and examined by him, no other witness being pres¬ 
ent: 

Question. State whether or not you vserved in the autumn (‘ami)aign 
of Major-General Price in the year 1804; and if so, state in what 
capacity you served, when you joined the command, and how long you 
remained with it. 

Answer. I served with it as an attach^ to the inspector-generaPs department; 
joined the command about the 28th or 29th of August, and remained until we 
reached Richmond in Arkansas, I think in the latter part of December. 

Question. Were you assigned specially to the discharge of any 
duties during that time? If so, state to what duties. 
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Answer. At the beginning of the campaign and until we reached the Arkansas 
River I was directed by Colonel vShaler, the inspector-general^ to attend the train 
and look after its movements. After we crossed the Arkansas 1 sometimes selected 
camps, but was not specially assigned to any particular duty. 

Question. How were the orders of the major-general commanding 
published to the army during the camiiaignf 

Answer. Through the adjutant-generars department. On the battle-field some¬ 
times General Price gave orders himself and through his statf. 

Question. State whether or not you ever heard aii order of the major- 
general commanding read to the troops during the (‘ampaigii. 

Answer. I don’t know that I ever did, I not being with the troop's, but at General 
Price’s headquarters. 

Question. Did you ever ride along the lines of march to ascertain 
how the march was conducted f 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. State whether you did so frequently or not. 

Answer. I did frequently. 

Question. What was the character of the discipline of the troops dur¬ 
ing the march; whether or not there was any delay in the marchf And 
if you say there was, state what caused it. 

Answer. It was bad. Yes, there was delay. I don’t know the reason of it. 

The examination-in-chief was here concluded. 

Gross examined by Major-General Prk^e : 

Question. Had you not been acting as assistant to Colonel Shaler 
before the command started from Camden, and did you continue to do 
so on the camxiaign *? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. What was, iiiyour knowledge, the diligence of Major-Gen¬ 
eral Price in xireserving order on the march, both as relates to the 
troops and the train 

Answer. There was great diligence. 

Question. Stata the character of the troops. State what etforts Gen¬ 
eral Price made to preserve good order and discipline. 

Anvswer. The troops were undihciplined, and General Price frequently gave me 
personal instruotions to xn’event the straggling of the troops and the closing ux) 
of the train. 1 thhik I rode two horses to death in carrying out thes(‘ instrac- 
tions. 

Question. Do you know of any court-martial being lield at Eich- 
woods and elsewhere on the exxiedition into Missouri 

Auswt‘r. I know that it was held at several points on the road. 

Question. Do you know of any soldiers being executed for marauding 
on the expedition ? State how many, when and where. 

Answer. Not of my own knowhalge. 

Question. Did you hear any officer make any I'eport to General Piice 
concerning the execution of men for marauding 1 If so, state what officer; 
state what was reported and what General Price did or said. 

Answer. Yes, I heard Colonel Freeman, commanding brigade in Mamiaduke’s 
division, rexmrt to General Price in person that be had himself shot some men—I 
don’t know how many, two I think—^whom he ha<l caught robbing. General Price 
said that if he had it in his power he would make him a brigadier for it. 
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Question. Do you remember any further particulars of the report 
than you have stated ? 

Answer. No, not to General Price. 

Ee-examined by the Judoe-Advocate : 

Question. You have stated in answer to questions propounded dur¬ 
ing* the cross-examination that you rode along the lines of the army 
during its march very otten, and that General Price used great dili¬ 
gence in preserving order during the mai‘cli; now state whether or not 
he took measures to correct every evil resulting from a want of order 
in the march that was officially reported by you to him. 

Answer. He did. 

Question (by a Membee.) : To u-bat causes do you attribute tbe bad 
discipline of tbe army, as already stated by you? 

Answer. To the fact that two-thirds of the army were deserters from commands 
south of the Arkansas Piver, and to the want of the enforcement of discipline by 
suliordinate generals. 

The examination of Captain Taylor is here concluded. 

The hour of 3 p. m. having arrived the Court adjourned to meet again 
at 9 a. m. on Wednesday, the 3d day of May, 1865. 


TENTH BAY. 


Wednesday, J/aj/ .7, —.0 a, m. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Drayton, Provisional Army, 0. S.j 
Brig. Gen. E. McNair, Provisional Army, C. S.; Maj. O. IVI. Watkins, 
assistant adjutant-general and judge-advocate. CoL P. N. Luckett, 
Third Texas Infantry, absent. 

Major-General Price appeared before the Court. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday were read. 

The judge-advocate then read to the Court the following order and 
letter from department headquarters. 

Speciai. Orders, ) Headquarters Tkans-Mississipm Department, 

No. 104, \ Shnceport, La., J^Iay 186'>. 

■jf If jf I. v * 

VIII. The Court of Inquiry instituted at the instance of Major-General Price by 
Paragraph XVI, Special Orders, No. 58, current series, Department Headquarters, will 
on receipt of this order adjourn to Washington, Ark., and there resume its sessions. 
By command of Geueral E. Kirby Smith: 

P. B. LEEDS, 

Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-GcneraL 


Maj. O. M. Watkins. 

Hdqrs. Trans-Mississippi Department, Adjutant-General's Office, 

/Shreveport, May ,7, I8GS. 

Brig. Gen. T. F. Drayton, 

Provisional Army, 0. S., President Court of Inquiry, Shreveport : 

General: I am directed by the general commanding to say the Court of Inquiry 
of which you are president will finish with the witness it may now have on the 
stand before adjourning to Washington as directed in the order of yesterday, but 
that no new witnesses will be called here. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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The Coui't then at 10 a. m. adjourned to meet at Washington, Ark., 
on Monday, the 8th instant, at 12 m., or as soon thereafter as practica¬ 
ble. 

OSCAE M. WATKINS, 

Major^ Assintcmt Ailjvfant-Oeneral and Jndge-Advocaie, 

Headquarters Trans-Mtssisstppi Department, 

Shreveport, La., May 19, 1S05 

I certify the above to be the original of the proceedings of a Court 
of Inquiry ordered from de})artment headquarters in ease of Major- 
Heneral Price. 

O. S. WEST, 

Major and Ass'isfanf Adjntant-General. 


Major-General Price asks the indulgence of the Court and their patient 
consideration of the following: 

The investigations up to tlie time of* their summary interruption by 
the general commanding the department had developed enough of the 
history of the campaign into Missouri for his individuai vindication 
and to relieve him from that i*eeling of delicacy which impelled him to 
forbear presenting anything to the Court tliat would put him in *the 
attitude of seeking delay in this investigation, but it must be apparent 
to the Court that the range given by the order calling them places him 
continually at a disadvantage. Although the Special Orders, No. 58, 
Paragra])li XVI, recites that a court of inquiryis called at the instance 
of Major-General Price, that order mentions no imputation, charge, or 
transactions into which it is made your duty to inquire, unless it be 
considered that a campaign of nearly ninety days, in which ovei* forty 
battles and skirmishes were fought, and nearly 1,50(1 miles traversed 
by the army under his command, is a transaction of such a character 
as the commanding general may be authorized to order a court of 
inquiry into at the instance of an officer wdio may desire it. 

He desires here to remark that courts of inquiry in the army are 
instituted for the vindication of officers who have a right to demand 
them, and in all instances in demanding them the custom of the service 
and all analogies of the law would indicate that the applicant should 
himself indicate what transacfion, charge, or imputation he desires 
investigated. And further, it is proi)er to remark that courts of in¬ 
quiry, except when ordered by the President, are exclusively for the 
vindication of the personal honor of officers who ask them, and courts- 
martial are iuvStituted solely for their prosecution and punishment, 
which are tribunals to be ('ailed into being at any and all times at the 
discretion of the commanding general. While it is the right of every 
officer to demand a court of inquiry into any charge, imputation, or 
transaction against him, it is still in the discretion, and is conceived to 
be in the line of duty, of tlie commanding officer of the department to 
determine if in his opinion the charge, transaction, or imputation is of 
such a character as will in the letter and spirit of the Articles of 
War warrant and authorize him in calling the court, and to grant or 
refuse it. If there is not such a state of facts, brought officially to the 
knowledge of the commanding general as will bring the applicant 
within the — Article of War, the good of the service and other high con¬ 
siderations would impel him to deny what an over-sensitive jealousy of 
his reputation might induce an officer to demand. The granting of a 
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court of iaquiry is, under such circumstances, tantamount to an official 
statement that some transaction to be inquired into and explained, 
charge, or imputation, is before the reviewing officer and affecting his 
mind to the lU'ejudice of the officer at whose instance he grants the in- 
({uiry. When such is the case the letter asking the court, or something 
indicating the particular transaction, should be laid before them both 
for their edification and the advantage of the officer whose honor and 
reputation is to be affected by the result of the inquiries. 

Major-General Piice stands ready to vindicate his own acts, but does 
not propose to vindicate the conduct of every single officer and man who 
accompanied him on his cainxiaign last fall into Missouri. So far as 
resjiects himself iiersonally as an officer and a gentleman, he desires 
everything brought to light concerning it; but as he could only exercise 
human diligence and human energy, and was forced to rely on the zeal 
and discretion of junior officers for such support as would with good 
fortune be successful, he cannot be fairly bound to defend all his 
juniors, who, not having asked for an inquiry, are not before this Court. 
Much less can it become him, and still further is it from his desire, to 
investigate such disasters to his command in Missouri as were accom¬ 
panied with the loss or captivity of the brave and valuable officers 
who commanded immediately at the time. 

Major-General Price requests that the Court will determine the course 
they 'may feel it their duty to pursue in the progvess of this investiga¬ 
tion, and that he may be advised of such determination and make his 
dispositions in accordance. He calls attention to the second clause of 
the Aiticle of War under which all courts of inquiry ai‘e authorized 
and instituted, which relates to the danger of courts of inquiry being- 
perverted and used for the destruction of military merit, and relies on 
the high tone andintegrity of his brother officers, uninfluenced by other 
than considerations of the most manly and soldierly character, for his 
complete vindication. He must as in duty bound to himself insist that 
courts of this character can only legitimately be called into being and 
dissolved by commanding officers of departments, and that any unasked- 
for interference with their deliberations at any stage, so as to govern 
or direct any steps in the investigation, or produce delays, are without 
warrant and calculated to do him injustice and wrong. 

Exhibit A. 

Headquarters Trans-Mississippi Department, 

fSIu'eoeport, La,, August i, 1864, 

Maj. Gen. S. Price, 

OommcmdUig District of Aricansas: 

General: You will make immediate arrangements for a movement 
into Missouri, with the entire cavaliy for(*e of your district. General 
Shelby should be instructed to have his command in Northeast Arkan¬ 
sas ready to move by the 20th instant. You can instruct liim to await 
your arrival with the column immediately under your command. A 
brigade of Louisiana troops, under Colonel Harrison, has been ordered 
to report to you. They should be added to General Mariiiaduke’s com¬ 
mand, and with his old brigade constitute liis division. General Clark 
should be transferred to the command of Marmaduke’s old brigade. 
Colonel Greene should be left in Arkansas, together with the other 
regimental commanders whose mutinous conduct has akeady proved 
them unfitted for command. 
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Geiieial Slielby’s old brigade, increased by the one raised in East 
Arkansas, can be organized into a division under his immediate com¬ 
mand. General Fagan will command the division composed of Cabell’s 
and OraTv ford’s brigades. These skeleton organizations are best 
adapted for an expedition in which a large addition to your force is 
expected. These weak brigades should be filled by the regiments 
raised in Missouri, and you should scrupulously avoid the organization 
of any new brigades. You will carry a su])ply of ammunition for Gen¬ 
eral Shelby’s command in Northeast Arkansas, and should yourself be 
l)rovided with ammunition vsufficient for the expedition. You will 
scrupulously avoid all wanton acts of destruction and devastation, 
restrain your men, and impress upon them that their aim should be to 
secure success in a just and holy cause and not to gratify personal 
feeling and revenge. Rally the loyal men of Missouri, and remember 
that our great want is men, and that your object should be, if you can¬ 
not maintain yourself in that country, to bring as large an accession 
as possible to our force. Your re<Tuits i\ill in all probability be 
mounted; deal frankly with them, and let them understand that 
mounted organizations, made there through necessity, are liable to be 
dismounted on their arrival in our lines, where forage and subsistence 
will not admit the maintenance of so large a cavalry force. Make 
Saint Louis the objective point of your movement, which, if rapidly 
made, will put you in possession of that place, its supplies, and mili¬ 
tary stores, and which will do more toward rallying Missouri to your 
standaid than the iiossossion of any other point. Should you be com¬ 
pelled to withdraw from the State, make your retreat through Kansas 
and the Indian Territoiy% sweeping that country of its mules, horses, 
(*attle, and military supx)lies of all kinds. The division of General 
Fagan, the senior officer of your command, should be increased as soon 
as practicable. 

By command of General E. Kiiby Smith: 

W. R. BOGGS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


AUGUST 30, 1864.—Skirmish near Dardanelle, Ark. 

Beport of Lieut. Col. Irving IF. Fuller^ Third Arhansau Cavalry. 

LEWiSBuna, Angmt 1864. 

Lieutenant King, Tliird -arkansas Cavalry, with forty men, attacked 
Captain Franc’s rebel force from Dardanelle yesterday, and captured 30 
stand small-arms and 30 horses and saddles, killing 1 man and wound¬ 
ing several others. The rebels escaped by swimming Beatty’s Mill 
Creek. 

1. W. FULLER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding. 

Gapt. C. H. Dyer, 

Assistant Adjntant-Qenerah 
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AUGUST 30-SEPTEMBER 2,1864—Expedition to Natchez Bayou, la., with 
skirmish (September 1) near Gentilly’s Plantation. 

BKPORXS. 

N(i. 1.—Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U. S. Aimy, fommandmg Distiut of La 
Fourche. 

No. 2.—Capt. Aaron McFeely, Sixteenth Indiana Iniantiy. 

Xo. 1. 

BeporU of BrUj. Gen, Robert A. Cameron^ iV. Armijo eonun an fling 

Bifitrictg}/ La Fa'll robe, 

TiiiRODFAirx, l:i^epiember 18G4, 

(EeceivecI 12.10 p. m.) 

A scouting party of two commissioned ofQcers and thirty-live en¬ 
listed men left here on the 30th. Colonel Davis telegraphs me from 
Xapoleonville that six of them came in, reporting the rest (*a])tured last 
evening near Gentilly’s plantation, near Bay Xatchez, which is behw 
and this side of Lake Xatchez. He says he sent a force after the rebels 
at 2 p. m. (he must mean 2 a. m.), who are driving the rebels. 

B. A. CAMEEOX, 
Brigadier-General of VolmiteerH, 

Maj. George B. Drake, 

Asnisiant Adjiitant- General, 


TniBODiuirx, September ISGi, 

(Ue(*eived 8 p. m.) 

Fifteen of the party of the Sixteenth Indiana surprised at (Tcutilly’s 
plantation are x'eported safe. 


Major Christensen, 

A ss isfa nf Adjut a n t- Gen era 1. 


R, A, CAMEEOX, 

Br igu d ier- Gen era L 


Thibobeaitx, September .5, 186L 

(Received 12 m.) 

Captain Steele, of the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, pursued the party of 
guerrillas who siuprised the Sixteenth Indiana vscouts, driving them 
across Lake Natchez Bay. He returned to-day, reporting that he had 
wounded 2 rebels and suffered no loss. 

R. A. CAMERON, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers^ 

INIaj. G. B. Drake. 


No. 2. 

Reports of Capt, Aaron MeFeely^ Si^rteenth Indiana Infantry, 

Hdqrs. Co. G, 10th Indiana Vol. Mounted Infantry, 

Near Thibodeaux^ September 77, lH6t, 
Sir: I have the honor to make the following report: 

On the 31st of August, 1804, 1 was fnrnivshed with a detail of thirty' 
five men and one lieutenant, and wavS ordered to report at post head- 
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quarters to Colonel Goelzer. This I did about 1 o’clock the saiue day. 
I there received my orders. I proceeded to Napoleonville, reaching 
that place after dark. I stopped during the night in the court-house. 
I inquired of Colonel Davis, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, as to the where¬ 
abouts of the enemy, if there were any in the direction of Lakes 
lilatchez or Verret. He told me there were none in that direction this 
side of the lake. Kext morning, September 1,1864, I started in the 
direction of Lake Verret; proceeded six miles to Paincourtville. 
Here 1 inquired of Captain Steele, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, about 
roads and bayous. I also asked him if he knew of any armed 
enemies. He said that there was none in the direction Ave were going. 
After getting all the information 1 could I proceeded to Grand Bayou; 
crossed on a bridge. Here I stopped for the men to feed their horses. 

I was then on Doctor Ford’s plantation. Staid there half an hour, then 
proceeded on. We had gone about a mile when we came to Bayou Corn, 
which we crossed in a small ferry-boat. This took considerable time, 
as only three horses could be crossed at once. After crossing Bayou 
Corn I started in the direction of Lake Verret, which Avas nearly due 
west. Traveled eight miles OA^er very muddy roads, crossing two other 
bayous on small bridges, the names of Avhich I did not learn. Pro¬ 
ceeded to within five miles of Lake Verret. At this point I came to 
a large bayou or bay, Avhich was over a hundred yards wide. I inquired 
of two women, whom I supposed kept the feiry, if they could tell me 
the name of the bayou, but I could not understand them, both being 
French. It was here 1 turned to come back. I su})posed it to be five 
miles from the large bayou to the Gentilly plantation, and knowing 
that it was getting late in the day I thought it best to come back that 
far, which 1 did. It aa as near dark when I reached this plantation. 
Before dismounting my men I stationed my pickets, then had the 
remaining part of my men to dismount and feed their horses and cook 
supper. 

The manner in Avhich the pickets were stationed was as follows: I 
placed five men at a bridge AA’hich crossed one of the bayous above- 
mentioned. (I also ordered the bridge taken up in the center.) I 
placed four men on this side of our camp on the road leading irom the 
bridge. On the east side AA^as a large swamp; there was no danger 
from that direction. I also idaced four men on a plantation road that 
runs through the farm cn the AA^est side and in the direction of Lake 
Natchez. The men had some of them laid down, and I and the lieuten¬ 
ant had just lain doAra beside a fence, Avhen we Avere startled by the 
bursting of a gun-cap. We both sprang to our feet and called to our 
men, but in an instant the enemy were in our midst. I ordered my men 
to fire upon them, but there was but one shot fired. The enemy came 
ftom the direction of Lake Natchez and across the plantation on the 
west side of the road. My opinion is that tliose who escaped Vent 
through the swamps on the east side of the road and crossed the bayous 
and made their way to Paincourtville to our lines, the same as I did 
myself. There was not any of my men killed that I am aware of. The 
number captured was 1 commissioned officer and 15 enlisted men, 29, 
horses, apd 26 guns and accouterments. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AARON McFEELT, 
Captain Company (?, Siccteenth Indiana, 

Oapt. B. B. Campbell, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Hdqrs. Sixteenth Indiana Mounted Infantry, 

If ear Thibodeaux^ La.^ September 22^ 186d, 

CAPTAIN: In compliance with orders, dated New Orleans, August 
19,1864, 1 have the honor to transmit you a report of an expedition of 
which I was in command to destroy all water craft found north of the 
Opelousas railroad and west of Bayou La Fourche, also to find out the 
strength of the enemy if any were reported. 

Immediately on receipt of the order I reported at post headquarters. 
District of La Fourclie, with one lieutenant and thirty-five enlisted men, 
and received instructions to proceed to Napoleonville and obtain from 
the military authorities at that place the best manner to proceed as 
regards roads, &c. Arriving there at dark on the evening of the 30th 
of August, I there learned from Colonel Davis, commanding, that no 
enemy had been seen or heard of this side of Lakes Verret or Natchez, 
twenty miles distant. I was also informed that the roads leading to 
those lakes were impassable, or very nearly so, on account of the late 
rains. I inquired if any water craft were to be found in any of the dif 
ferent bayous, but was told there were only a few pirogues that the in¬ 
habitants were using to convey the necessaries of life to their families. 
At Napoleonville I stopped until about 7 o’clock on the morning of the 
31st instant [ultimo], then proceeded to Paincourtville, a distance of 
SIX miles, arriving there at 8.30 o’clock; from thence in a westerly 
direction to Doctor Ford’s plantation, the distam^e being five miles. 
At that place I allowed the men to feed their animals. This plantation 
lies on Grand Bayou, whi(*h stream 1 rossed before rea(*hing the plan¬ 
tation. From here 1 went across to Bayou Corn, about a mile distant. 
This bayou I crossed on a kind of flat-boat that was used as a ferry; 
it was some time before this could be accomplished as f <*ould only 
cross four animals over at a time, and by the time we were all across it 
was 12 o’clock. From here I moved forward aboui five miles, crossing 
two small bayous, and at 2.30 o’clock arrived at Gentilly’s plantation. 
At this place there is a blind wagon road leading through the planta¬ 
tion, but could not find out where it terminated. I hei*c made inquiries 
concerning the whereabouts of the enemy, but was told that there were 
none in that vicinity as they had not been heard of for more than two 
weeks. 

Keeping on in the same direction, viz, westeily, I arrived at Nat¬ 
chez Bayou at sundown, a distance of six miles. The roads here were 
very bad and muddy. Being informed that there were no roads lead¬ 
ing to Lake Natchez from the road I was then on, and knowing I could 
only go about four miles farther on it to Lake v erret, 1 concluded to 
retra(‘e my steps to the junction of the road so that I could get on the 
road leading to Lake Natchez. 

Coming back to Gentilly’s plantation, it being then about 7.30 in the 
evening, I concluded to camp here for the night as both men and horses 
were very much fatigued by the march, but before going into camp 1 
had a picket detailed and posted immediately. The following diagram 
will show the exact position of the camp and also the roads and pickets: 

On examination I found the blind wagon road led lo the northward 
through the plantations supposed to connect with the main road lead¬ 
ing to Lake Natchez. On this road I placed a picket-post of five men 
about 400 or 500 yards from camp on the west; on the main road, 
toward Lake Verret, I placed a picket-post of five men, on a bridge 
that crossed a small bayou. Supposing this to be the most dangerous 
point, I gave directions to pull up the plank on the bridge, which was 





734 


LOUISIANA AND THE TEANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


[Chap. Lin. 


accordingly done. On tlie east on the main road which I had been 
moving on during the day, I placed a picket-post of four men. Know¬ 
ing the pickets to be posted, I gave orders for the men to feed their 
animals and get supper lor themselves. After partaking of vsupper I 
lay down to rest. The men, however, were not done supper, it being 
then 8.30 5 about an hour after going into camp. Having lain there for 
a lew moments, I was startled by the explosion of a gun-cap. I im¬ 
mediately jumped up to find out the cause, and ordered the men under 
arms and to be ready should occasion require it, but before the order 
could be obeyed it was discovered that a pSLvty of the enemy had come 
upon us, wading and cutting oft* the picket-post of four men posted on 
the blind wagon road leading through the plantation, the enemy coming 
in from two directions, viz, northwest and northeast. They were on 
foot. As to their number it is impossible for me to tell—^the next day, 
however, in going through a swamp, I saw about 100 of them, all 
mounted. They patrolled the road from the plantation to Bayou 
Corn from the time we were attacked until 10 o’clock next day, as I 
tried several times to get across Bayou Corn during that time, but 
failed, and did not get across until a party of the Twelfth Illinois Cav¬ 
alry appeared, when the enemy left. I would state here that the attack 
was so sudden and unexpected—^having been told by every one that no 
enemy was in the neighborhood, especially by the authorities at Na- 
poleonville—that some of the men did not have time to move out of 
their place before they found themselves x)risoners. Being outnum¬ 
bered and surprised, we saw the only chance of escaping was to leave 
everything and get away as fast as possible the best way we could. 
The following is tlm list of men, horses, 4&c., lost and captured: One 
lieutenant, 15 enlisted men, 28 guns and accouterments, 20 horses and 
equipments. 

Hoping the foregoing report may i)rove satisfactory, I am, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AAEON MoFEELY, 

CajDtain^ Commanding Company ff, Sixteenth Indiana, 

Capt. Feederic Speed, Assistant Adjutant-General, 


AUGUST 31, 1864.—^Affair at Steelville, Mo. 

Reports of Brig, Gen. John McNeil^ U, 8. Army, commanding District 

of Rolla. 

Eolla, Mo., August 31,1861. 

E. G, Evans, deputy provost-marshal at Cuba, reports the robbing* 
of Steelville this morning at daylight by Lennox’s gang. A Baptist 
pieacher named Butler was mortally wounded and the town plundered. 

JOHN MoNEIL, 
Brigadier- General, 

Capt. F. Eno, Assistajit Adjutant-General. 


Eolla, Mo., September 2^ 1864. 

On the morning of day before yesterday as the gang of bushwhackers 
left Steelville they met five militia coming in to join their companies 
and killed every one of them. 

JOHN McNElL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Capt. Frank Eno, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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SEPTEMBER 1, 1864.—^Attack on Tipton, Mo. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Da rid W. Wear^ Forty-fifth Missouri Infantry. 

Sebalia, September 1864. 

Forty-two rebels entered Tipton at 6 o’clock this morning; killed 2 
men; went in direction of BooiiTille. Reports to me from reliable 
source place the number at 150 men. They say they Avill attack Boon- 
ville in the morning. 

D. W. WEAR, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Commanding. 

General Pleasonton, 

Warrensbnrg. 


SEPTEMBER 1, 1864.—Skirmish near Beatty’s Mill, Ark. 

Report of Col. Abraham H. Ryrni^ Third Arkansas Cavalry ( Union). 

Lewisburg, Ark., September 1864, 

(Received 7.30 p. m.) 

Oai)tain Eamillon and sixty-five men returned from scout to Yell 
(’ounty. On the 1st instant, near Beatty’s Mill, he met 160 bush¬ 
whackers under Oonly. Charging iimnediately, he imt them to flight, 
killing 2, wounding several, releasing the assistant surgeon and 1 pri¬ 
vate of the Second Arkansas Infantry, whom the enemy had i>risoners. 
He also captured a lot of Spanish brown, which the bushwhackers 
were using to disguise themselves as Indians. No boats yet. River 
falling. 

A. H. RYAN, 
Colonel. Goynmanding. 

C^apt. C. H. Dyer, 

Assistant Adjutant-Cvyieral. 


SEPTEMBER 1-9, 1864.—Operations in Johnson County, Mo., and skirmish 

(1st) near Lone Jack. 

^Iso. 1.—Maj. Gen. Alfred Pleabonton, U. S. Army, commanding District of Central 
Missouri. 

No. 2. —(^apt. Melville U. Foslei, Seventh Missouri Stute Militia Cavaliy. 


No. 1. 

RexH>ri of 21aj. Gen. Alfred Pleasonton^ U. S. Aryny^ comynayiding Dis¬ 
trict of Central Missouri. 

Hdqrb. District op Central Missouri, 

Warrensburg^ Mo,y September 1, 1864. 
General : Following just received: 

Holden, September 1,1864. 

Lieutenant Man has returned with scout which went out last night. Pound a 
gang of forty-five guerrillas five miles south of Lone Jack. Killed 1 and wounded 
several others hadly. Routed them completely. Lost 1 man killed. 

W. P. BAKER, 
Captain, Commanding. 
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Colonel Ford reports return of scout from vicinity of Cliapel Hill and 
Cook’vS Springs. No large force of the enemy concentratiugj but small 
recruiting bands are seen nearly every day. 

A. PLEASONTON, 

Major’GeneraL 

Major-General Koseceans. 


No;2. 

Report of Capt ^leJvUle U. Faster^ Seventh Missouri State Militia 

Cavalry. 

Holden, Mo., Septcmler IJ, 1864. 

Lieutenant : I have the honor to report scouts, marches, &c., of my 
command: 

September 1, sent Lieutenant Marr with thirty men of both compa¬ 
nies in the direction of Lone Jack; came upon squad of about fifteen 
rebels twelve miles northeast of this j)lace, at the house of Mrs. Sim¬ 
mons. Had a lively time for a few moments, killing 1 and wounding 4, 
as it is said by the people of the neighborhood. Lost 1 man killed, 
Jacob F. Eauk, Company i \ Seventh Eegimeut Cavalry Missouri State 
Militia, and 2 men of Company G, severely vonnded by horses tailing 
in charge. Lost 2 horses and 1 horse (equipment. Ecturned next day. 
Traveled fifty miles. Sei)tember 3, took thirty men of both companies 
and proceeded, in obedience to Special Oiders, No. 159, headquarters 
Distiict Central Missouri, to collect $800 fiom the rebel sympathizers 
of Stoners neighborhood as damages vsustainecl by reason of bush¬ 
whackers brnming stage, of which proceedings I have made a full report 
to C^apt. E. L. Ferguson, deputy provost-marshal. Eeturned on the 0th. 
Ti aveled sixty miles. September 7, took thirty men of both companies; 
went to Walnut Creek to lu’oteet Union families while moving out. 
Traveled tlurty miles. September 9, sent Sergeant Leiter and twenty 
men of both companies to escort Lieut. A. W. Christian, assistant inspec¬ 
tor, to Pleasant Hill. Returned next day. Traveled thirty-four miles. 
Besides this there has been a daily patrol to Pleasant Hill. I would 
also report that I have turned over to the proper ofiitTrs six horses 
taken from bushwhackers, and that I have delivered one horse so taken 
to Barton S. Bradley, Company C, who lost ahorse in action. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

MEL. U. FOSTER, 

OaptaiCommandiny. 

Lieut. J. N. Pennook, 

Adjutant Seventh Reyt, Cav.^ M. S. JI., Warrensbury^ Mo. 


SEPTEMBEE 2, 1864.—Skirmish at the Tannery, near Little Eock, Ark, 

R^ort of Capt. Thomas J. Mitchell^ Third Missouri Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. Third Cavalry Missouri Volunteers, 

Camp near Little Rock^ Ark.^ Septonher 1864. 

Lieutenant : I have the honor to report that early this afternoon a 
squad of rebels, numbering probably seventy-fi^’'e men, attacked our 
force at the tannery, but were repulsed with some loss. Several horses 
were killed and a prisoner captured. The prisoner reports that he 
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belongs to a Colonel Logan’s regiment, composed of about 150 or 200 
men, wbo started from Ueiiton this morning. Ho also vstates that two 
brigades.of (*avaliy, under Cabell and Steen, were encamped on the 
south side of the Saline, whilst Colonel Logaif s force was on this side. 
He also states that he Inmrd that an infantry force was on tln^ mar<*h 
from Camden toward Priiu'eton. 1 also report that my whole mounted 
force are on duty att(T th(\^^e rebels, and that it is im])ossible to dll the 
d<‘tail for twenty-five mounted men called for this afternoon. The pris¬ 
oner also reports several men wounded of his command, and that they 
got out of the valley faster than they got in. 
l!^oue of* our men were injured, but several horses (*ax)tured. 

1 am, lieutenant, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. J. MITCHELL, 
Captain^ Commanding Megiment, 


SEFTEMBEE 2, 1864.—Skirmish near Mount Vernon, Mo. 

Report of Cot. John iA AUen^ /Seventh Rrovmonnt Regimentj Enrolled 

Missouri Militia. 

IlDCiRs. Seventh Provisional Eboiment, E. M. M., 

Mount Vernon^ ifo., tSeptemher df, 186i. 

Colonel: 1 have this morning received information that there was 
about 400 rebels that made the attempt to take Mount Vernon on last 
Friday. Captain Htotts, who was at Cave Spring with twenty-five men 
of his own command and a j^ortion of Captain Stemmens’ company, dis¬ 
covered the rebels in force; dispatched a messenger to me immediately. 
1 sent Captain MorriwS with sixty men to re-enforce Captain Stotts. 
The rebels went round Stotts’ camp and made direct for Mount Ver¬ 
non. Captain INIorris met them in force five miles west of Mount Ver¬ 
non, when an engagement ensued, tlierebels having some five or six to 
one; Cax^taiu Morris had to fallback; disx)atched to me immediately. 
1 (iollected all the militia that was available and went to his I'elief; met 
him coming in. We then went back to the place he left the rebels, but 
on arriving there I was informed by citizens that the rebels had gone 
southwest. 1 started in that direction and soon discovered about fifty 
men on the prairie^ in line. I formed line and ordered a charge, which 
* was obeyed jiromptly, but after running about three miles 1 got close 
enough to dis<‘over that 1 was (*hasing Captain Stotts. Ey this time 
it was getting dark. It rained and was very dark. Early next 
morning I started 200 men under Captain MorrivS, all the available cav¬ 
alry for<*<‘ that 1 ('ould raise. They went in five miles of (Jarthage on 
the south side ot* Sjiring Eiver, then turned north, crossed the river, 
came ux) White Oak Creek without making any discovery, but the 
(*aptain got. reliable information that there was 100 rebels and he 
thought it prudent to return to Mount Vernon, for I had but few men 
left. The eax^tain learned that they were about (^arthage. I have also 
received information from Arkansas that the rebel Colonel Brooks was 
in War Eagle, in Arkansas, with from 500 to 700 men and intended to 
join Major Pierc<\y below this and take this place. 1 will give you my 
situation here. F have something over 300 men very iioorly armed, 
good men and will fight. Now if 1 can get a force &om Springfield 
47 E E—VOL XLI, PT I 
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sufficient to amiiliilate tlieiu it will ])reveiit Brooks from Joinin^^ them. 
There is plenty of rebel forage in Jasper County that ought to be used 
by the Federals if possible to do so. 

My informant as to Brooks is MajorMoore; h<‘ has just retiirued from 
a scout near Eerryvillej in Carroll County, Ark., and brings me the in¬ 
formation. He has it from diffierent sources. 1 intend to hold this 
country if possible. The time is close at hand when I will stand in 
need of help, but if 1 can get it in tinxe I think I can make it ])ay. 1 

will refer you to Captain Kelso, Captain Allen, Lieut(mant Bowers as 
to the real situation of this country and also the importance, &c. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHNT 1). ALLEN, 

Colon c/, Co nt /// ((It (I inff. 

Col. J. D. Brutsche, 

Acting Asmtant Adjutanf-GeneraU Springjield^ Mo. 


SEPTEMBER 2, 1864.—Skirmish near ftnitman, Ark. 

Report of GoL Abraham li. Rgan^ Third Arhanms Cavalry {Union). 

Lewisburg, i^vplmher 7, —; p. m. 

Detachment of forty men with ammunition for Shelby (*rossed at 
Dardanelle on Monday last. On the 2(1 instant Captain Napier and 
Lieutenant Carr had a skirmish with Colonel Witt, eight miles from 
Quitman, killed 7, and captured Captain Livingston and 4 men of 
Witt’s command. 

A. n. BYAN, 
Colonel^ Commanding. 

Capt. 0. 11. Dyer, 

AstS* is fa nf A djn fa nt-( ran era I. 


SEPTEMBER 2-4, 1864.—Expedition from Sedaha, Mo., to Scott’s Pord, on 

the Blackwater. 

Report of Lieut. William Argo, Seventh Missouri State Milifia (Rivalry. 

SedALIA, ]\lo., September 1, 18(>L 
Sir : I have tln^ honor to make the following irport, to wit: 

On the evening of thcs 2d we receivTd a dispatch IVom Lieutenant 
Houston, Company L, Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, that he. 
had found where the rebels w'ere en(*ami)ed near Buffalo rraii*i<‘, in 
CooixT County, Mo. Their reported str<mgth he v(‘pr('sent<Ml 156. 
Captain Vansickler, in (*oinman<l of ])ost, got up a scout of forty-live 
men, Captain Allison and myself making forty-sevcm, asi(l(‘ IVom Luui- 
tenant St(^phons, who was xmt in command’of the s(*ont w itli s(*<*ret 
instrmiions from Captain "/ansi<*kler that in <*ase we got into a fight I 
shouM assume command. We started from Sedalia lat(* in the (W'tming 
on Friday, and met Lienteiiant Houston (joming ba<*k, who stat(‘d ther <5 
were some 200 of the rebels, and that w'e <‘oul(l not safely atta(*k tlunn; 
whereupon I told him that 1 w'ould go and see where they w^ere for tlu‘ 
information of the general commanding. We traveled until about 12 
o’clock ) got in the neighborhood of where they were represented to b(‘, 
but found no sign or indication of their being there. 1 them striu'k 
down the La Mine, near the mouth of Clear Creek, wlien stru(ik the 
trail at Pond Bottom, on the La Mine. Lieutenant Stei)heiis wanted to 
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return, and I had the utmost difficulty iii persuading him to pursue. I 
found that the two squads had concentrated near here after doing their 
plundering and murdering, having captured between 30 and 40 horses, 
a large number of arms, merchandise, &c., killing some 8 or 10 citizens, 
ainongvst wlioin arc the names of Captain Davis, formerly of Fouith 
Cavalry Missouri State Militia, one soldier discharged at Tipton, a 
•butcher in the same place, at or near Pilot Grove a man by the name 
of Zellers, an old gentleman by the name of Fuller, another by the 
name of Peel, several other Germans whose names I was unable to ob¬ 
tain. We followed them on until they crossed the Blackwater at H(*ott\s 
Ford, where we ascertained that they had been at MarshalPs Ford, 
three or four miles below, the evening before. We went down until we 
ascertained they were most likely to he there still, but 1 was unable to 
obtain the consent of Lieutenant Stei)hens to ])ursue any farther. 
They were feeding at Marshall’s, and I think might very well have )>eeu 
surprised and probably most of the property captun^d by using proper 
precaution. The command was under Todd. I think Jackson was not 
along, as there was a robbery committed on Thursday night by liis band 
near Longwood, which accounts for him not being there, he being with 
that bantl. My present impression is that both bands ha\^e their head¬ 
quarters near the mouth of Blackwater. 

I have the honor to remain, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. AKGO, 

Lieutenant and Provost-MarshaL 

Captain Steger. 


SEPTEMBER 2-10, 1864—Scouts on the Little Blue River, in Jackson 

County, Mo. * 

Report of (^apt, Isaac F. Fveus, t^econd Colorado Cavalrij, 

Hickman Mills, Mo., fi(ptember 10^ 1861. 

{Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of scouts made 
from this station during the ten days ending {September 10, 1864: 

On the 2d instant, at 8 ]). m., Lieutenant Ducey with twenty men of 
Company ^Second ('olorado Cavalry, left this station, mounted, to 
scout toward head of Little Blue. Returned on east sid(^ Remained 
on the Bine during the iiigiit and next day (3d). Returned night of 3d 
without discovering any signs of bushwhackers. On the 5th instant 
took tweiity-hve men of Company A, Second Colorado Cavalry, to make 
a foot S(‘out on Little Blue, northeavst from station. Followed down 
Little Blue to near Camp Waggoner^ from thence crossed over Big Blue 
dxiving the night. Returned on the night of the 6th without discover¬ 
ing any signs of busliwhaekers. On the morning of the 8th instant I 
left station witli twenty-tive horsemen and proceeded to make a scout 
on Little Blue. Wheii five miles northeast of station, at the house ot 
John Moore in the Little Blue timber, Idiscovered abnshwhack(‘r camp 
wffiich had just been abandoned not more than half an hour. I Judged 
from their trail there were thirty or forty of them. 1 followed the trail 
down the Blue and found plenty of fresh tracks on every path we crossed. 
1 saw a party of ten or twelve in an orchard near the railroad, to whom 
I gave chase. They succeeded in getting oxit of sight on account of a 
momentary confusion occasioned by several of my horses being thrown 
by a piece of telegraph wire which was fastened between two tree^s and 
concealed by weeds. I watched some houses on the Blue until about 
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11 X). m., wlien I started for station, when, on reaching’ Independence 
road, I learned from the citizens that bushwhackers had just been at 
several houses in the vicinity, demanded and took the uniforms, with 
overcoats and l)lankets, from the militia, or citizen ^»uard, which had 
been issued to them by the U. S. (Toveriiment. I returned to camx) at 
1 X). 111 ., and immediately sent out forty footmen to watch the roads 
leading’ to Little Blue. Started out early next niornin^>’ with twenty- 
fi\e mounted men, and about noon found where a large party had been 
ill camp half a mile from Eock Ford on Pleasant Hill load. They had 
evidently left on our apiiroacli. I think there w(‘re not less than a 
hundred in the party. They moved down tlie Blii(\ The foot scouts 
are still out in that direction. My horses are much worn from constant 
riding. Eeijorts are coming in by citizens of small parti(\s seen in vari¬ 
ous directions. They have not as yet taken anything but militia cloth¬ 
ing from citizens. 

I am, general, resiiectfully, your obedient servant, 

ISAAC F. EVElSrS, 

Capf. Co, Ay ISeco}t(l Colo. Car., Comdfj. IStat)0)iy Hickman Mills. 

Brig. Gen. E. B. Brown, 

Commanding District of Ontral Missouri. 


SEPTEMBER 3, 1864.—Skirmishes near Rocheport, Mo. 

Report of Brig. (Jen. Clinton B. Fisk, aS'. Armpy tonnuandiug Dis¬ 
trict of North Missouri. 


Glasgow, Mo., Beptemher 4y mi. 

We are constantly fighting the bushwhackers. Twelve of the Third 
Cavalry Missouri State Militia were surxirivsed and killed near Eochei)ort 
yesterday. Major Leonard killed 6 of Anderson’s gang, taking from 
their dead bodies 30 revolvers and caiitiuing 7 horses. Another ]>arty 
killed 4 of the same gang and cax)tured 25 horses. Boone and HoAvard 
are swarming with guerrillas. Every conceivable bushwhacker, from 
Bill Anderson down to Guitar, can be found in this region. 

CLINTON B. EIISK, 

* Brigad ier- General. 

Lieutenant Clarke, 

Aide-de-Campy Samt Joseph. 


*1 


SEPTEUBEB 4, 1864.—Affair near Bonaldsonville, La. 

Report of Brig. Gen.. Robert . 1 , Cameron, r. H. Army, commanding 
District of La Fonrche. 

TniBODBAXTx, September /, Ifiitll. 

(IlocoivccI (i.lO p. lu.) 

About tweuty-live rebels attacked tbe conriers cominj? Iroin-rUique- 
mine to Doualdsouville this morning about nine miles above l)ou 
aldsouville. About 200 ai-e reported there. Colonel Davis has sent 
out a party on a reconnaissauee. 

R. A. CAMERON, 

Brigadier-Gengral of Volunteers, Commanding District. 
Maj. George B. Drake, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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SEPTEMBER 4,1864.—^Attack on steamers Celeste and Commercial, at Greg¬ 
ory’s Landing, on the White River, Ark. 

Bepori of Brig, Gen, Christopher V, Andrews^ commanding Second Divis¬ 
ion^ Seventh Army Corps, 

Hdqrs. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

DevalVs Bluffs September 6, 1864 — 1,80 p, on. 

Captain : The Celeste and CommeKaal have returned with Graves’ 
own force. The other boats expected soon. On the afternoon of the 
4th the boats were tired into at Gregory’s Landing, Colonel Graves 
and 8 men were wounded, 1 killed, 1 "since died. Graves is rather 
seA^erely wounded in tlie leg. The next day tliey went into Augusta, 
No enemy there, and has not been for a month. Dobbin was reported 
east of Cache River; Shel])y in neighborhood of Jaeksonport, 

Very respectfully, 

(’. C. ANDREWS, 
Brigadier-Geoieo'al^ Oonmandmg, 

Capt. C. H. Dyer, 

Assistant Adjutant-General,, Little Bock, 


SEPTEMBER 6, 1864.—^Affair near Brunswick, Mo. 

0 

Beiwoi of Col, William E, Moherly^ Thirty-fifth Infantry Unrolled Mis¬ 
souri Militia. 

rrD<iRS. Thirty-Fifth Regt. Enrolled Mo. Militia, 

Brunswick, Mo.,, September 7,1864, 
General: I liaA^e to report that on the Oth instant Sergt. Henrj’' 
Shrader and a small squad of men, partly armed and partly unarmed, 
were captured by a band of bushwhackers under the following circum- 
stan(*es: Sergeant Shrader was sent out with a squad to get clean 
clothes and notify absent men to come into camp, and while out on 
that business was belated and overtaken by a storm. A baud of bush¬ 
whackers learning his locality and situation succeeded in surrounding 
him an<l capturing him and his squad. They were stripped and dis¬ 
armed, 4 guns being taken from them. I cannot attach any blame to 
Sergeant Shrader, as I consider his capture one of those unavoidable 
and unfortunate a(*cidents to which all men are liable in war times, and 
especially when imiiuHliate danger is not apprehended. Sergeant 
Shrader is an unconditional Union man, a veteran soldier, and a good 
officer. 

Respc^ctfiilly, your obedient S(uvant. 

WM. E. MOBERLY, 
Colonel, Conmanding Beghnent, 

General 0. B. Fisk, 

Comonaoiding District of North Missonri, Saioit Joseph., Mo, 
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SEPTEMBER 6,1864—Skirmish at the Palmetto Ranch, near Brazos Santi¬ 
ago, Tex. 

JRepori of Col, Henry M, Hay,, Nhiety-flrst Illinois Infaniry, 

Headquarters TJ. S. Forces, 
Brazos i^antlago,, Tex,^ /September :J864. 

Major: I have the honor to transmit herewitli tlie following report 
of a slight engagement which took place at Palmetto ranch on the Rio 
Grande River, about sixteen miles from these headquarters: 

Learning from my scouts that the rebels had collected a large num¬ 
ber of cattle, which they intended to sell to the French troops at Bag¬ 
dad, and that said cattle were in a bend in the river just abo^^e the 
White ran(‘h, I determined, after mature deliberation, to try and caj)- 
ture them, and at the same time drive back the rebels from tln'ii* ])osi- 
tion, as they had been annoying us in various ways very much during 
the past few days. Accordingly, on the morning of the (Jth I ordered 
a squadron of the First Texas Cavalry and one piece of artillery (12- 
poiinder howitzer) to pro(‘eed up the country and accomplish the object 
above-named. Maj. E. J. Koyes commanded the expedition; Capt. 
P. G. Temple, the cavalry; Lieut. A. Hils, First Missouri Artillery, the 
artillery. After crossing the Boca Chica Pass skirmishers were thrown 
out to the right and left, and as they advanced the rebels slowly re- 
tiied, until, reaching the Palmetto ran(*h, a stand was made, and brisk 
liring ensued. The main body arrived soon after, and a fair prospect 
oi* a hea\y engagement was apparent, as the rebels were having re-en¬ 
forcements from above; but our artillery opened a very effective fire 
vifcli shell, which had the effect to disperse the enemy, and the last 
seen of him ho was tlying in confusion in the di)'ection of Brownsville. 
Word being sent me by the major commanding of his position, I ad- 
vaiu'ed three miles with a detachment of the Mnety-tirst Illinois Inlan- 
try Volunteers to re-enibree him in case of ne(*essity. It was not 
needed, however, and the whole force returned to campon the morning 
of the 7th. The expedition was successful in its results, for a lot of 
cattle were captured and brought in, and the rebels for(*ed to leave this 
setdion of the country. 

Hoping this report will prove satisfactory, I remain, very res])e(‘t- 
fully, your obedient servant, 

H. M. HAY, 

Colonel,, Commanding Forces, 

Maj. George B. Drake, 

Assistant Adj^itant-General,, Department of the Gulf. 


SEPTEMBER 6-7, 1864.—Scout from Little Rock to Benton, Ark. 

Beport of Col, John F Ritter^ First Missouri Cavalry,, commanding 

brigade, 

Hdqrs. Third Brig., First Div., Seventh Army Gorps, 

Little Bock, Ark,, September 7, J86L 
Sir: I have the honor to report that, pursuant to Special tktlers, No. 
91, paragraph 7, dated head<iuarters First Division, Seventh Army 
Corps, Little Rock, Ark., September 5, 1864, I proceeded with the 
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available ijortion of my command, about ooi) men, to Benton, Ark., and 
readied tliere at 1.30 p.in. on tbe 6tb instant. A small force of the 
enemy was found in the town, and driven across the Saline, skirmishing 
on the banks. Colonel Logan’s Eleventli Arkansas Eegiment, C. S. 
Army, about 400 strong, was report(‘d to be in camp three miles on the 
ojiposite side of the Saline, no other force in the vidnity. A })risoner 
of this regiment who was captured this side of Benton reported that 
the main Ibrce of the enemy had retired to Arkadeiphia. The citizens of 
tlie i)lace reported that Generals Price and Fagan, with about 4,000 cav- 
ahy and artillery, had left there last Thursdayand taken the Hot Springs 
road; some reported, however, that this force was marching toward 
White Itiver. IMy force remained in and about Benton nearly two hours. 
I ca me back in the diret'tion of Little Eock about four miles (Mr. Thomp¬ 
son’s), not being able to get forage for my animals at any nearer place, 
where 1 (mcamiied for the night. This morning I marched and reached 
this x>lace at 11.30 a. m. without being disturbed by or meeting any of 
the enemy. One man of the Fourth Arkansas (^avalry was wounded, 
also 2 horses wounded and 1 killed. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

JNO. F. EITTEE, 

(loJoneJ First Mlsfionri Varalry^ (Commanding Brigade, 
Capt. A. Blooki, 

Asst, Adjt, Gen,^ First Fimsion, Neventh Army Corps, 


SEPTEMBER 6-7, 1864.—Expedition from Morganza to Bayou Sara, La. 

Itinerary of the J^rovisional Brigade^ U, R Colored Troops,, Col. Alonzo 
f), Bdgerton^ t^ixty-seventh (\ aV. Colored Infantry,, commanding,^ 

Tins brigade has, during the month of September, worked every 
alternate day on the fortifications at this post, Morganza, La. 

t^eptember (>.—Two hundred men of the Sixty-seventh Eegiment and 
200 men of the Sixty-second Eegiment, commanded by Lieut. Col. A. 
O. Millington and Major Hudson, res])ectively, accomijanied an expedi¬ 
tion b(*yond Bayou Sara, and returned on the afternoon of the 7th^ 
were in no engagement. 


SEPTEMBER 6-8, 1864.—Operations in the vicinity of Lewisbnrg, Ark., 
with skirmishes at Norristown (6th) and near Glass Village (8th). 

Reports of Col, Abraham H, Ryan,, Third Arhansas Cavalry [Umon), 

Lewisburg, Heptemher 7, IS&i — 12.20 p, m, 
Dockery’s brigade was on the north side of the river, at Russellville, 
and Dover yesterday. Yesterday morning a scout of sixty meu, under 
Lieutenants Mason and Gates, dashed into Norris [Norristown 1 and 
found Gordon’s regiment, of Cabell’s brigade, on picjket. They drove 
them from the town with no loss, and ea])tured 13 horses. At Darda- 
nelle they saw a force of the enemy with mule teams, &c. 


From monthly return. 
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From a woman who had ])een in Dardanelle they learned that Price 
was there, and iii coininand. The rebels state that they intend (‘aidnring 
this place, to help Shelby ont of his scrape, and then go to Alissouri. 
The Cliippewa left this morning, learaig her cargo here. I am ])ress- 
ing everything, and will try and save it. I vill get everything away 
by 3 o’clock, with the exception of the cavalry. J Arill send the train 
to the Cadron with the Second Arkansas Infantry, and dismounted 
men of the Third. An infantry force is reported as going to cross at 
Ited Folk, below the Cadron. Have I anything to fear fioiu Shelby‘S 
I have scouts well out to keep the enemy busy as ])ossihl(*. I vill hold 
the line of the Cadron till I hear from you. Duplicate this to (leneral 
Steele. 

A. II. liYAN, 
Colonel^ Commanding, 

Brig. Gen. E. A. ('Ann. 


IjEAViSBURa, f^epUmher rS, 7<S6I—7 p, m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fuller, with scout of b‘)0 men, met Oalx^ll in (cav¬ 
alry and infantry force twenty miles from her(‘, on Springiield and I )over 
road, en route for this place. Fnlhu* vas snrrouinhMl, hut cut liis way 
out; Lieutenants Wishard, Carr, Greem^, and 30 men missing. Have 
sent word to Colonel Stephenson to start the train for Little Pock im 
mediately. Have sent (‘ourier after the other scouting [)arties. I have 
ever^Vdhing in readiness to advance or retreat soon as scouts get in. 

A. IT. ItYAN, 

( kdonel^ (himmanding. 

Brig. Gen. E. A. ('AiiU. 


LEWisnuHCr, Sepiemher cV, jSdI—S.dO p. m. 
Lieutenants Carr, Wishard, and Greene have come in, Greene slightly 
wounded. 1 do not think our loss will exceed 15 killed, wounded, anil 
missing. There are three brigades of the enemy—Dockery’s, Cabell’s, 
and, I think, Fagan’s. 1 presume the eiumiy will mov(‘ to Springtield 
and try and cut us off* from the (’adron. Our horses are pretty well 
used up; am giving them a few hours. It* ther<^ are any horses to spare 
in Little Bock, 1 trust we (‘an gvt some, as we muul tlu^m badly. 

A. IL BY AN, 
Colon(d, (hm manding. 

Brig. Gim. E. A. Caue. 


SEPTEMBER 6~12,1864.—Scouts in Boone and Howard Counties, Mo., with 
skirmishes (7th and 8th) in Boone County. 

JReport of Brig. Gen, Joseph B, JMmglasSj Enrolled Missouri Militia, 

Hdqrs. Btouth Mil. Dist., Enrolled Mo. Militia, 

il/cwo, l:^eptember 12^ JSOi. 

General: I have the honor to leportthat I hdt this place on the 
Gth instant with 200 men of the First Iowa (Rivalry, and divided them 
into three squads; ^marched in the direction of Boone County; camjied 
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the first night fifteen miles in the edge of Boone County, l^ext morn- 
ing divided iny men again. Soon came ui)on a small rebel camp of 
about twenty- fiVe men; routed them, they running in every direction. 
Camped that night at Columbia. Started out next morning early^ 
traveled noiTh some ten miles in two columns, thoroughly scouring the 
lirush between iny two columns, and right and left. Found Captain 
Todd with fifty men; had a skirmish with him, wounding some 4 or 5 
of his men, killed 1 horse, captured 1, and some 14 guns (completely 
breaking up his command for the time being). I then turned west, 
w'ent into Howard County. Camped for the night on the Moniteau 
Creek; sent that night to Fayette for Major Leonard to meet me that 
night; but he did not arrive until the next morning. On his arrival 
I learned for the first time that you had ordered troops to Glasgow, 
and not knowing the intention of the move, I determined to move the 
First Towa Cavalry back in thePerche Hills. Ordered Major Leonard, 
after scouring the country around Rocheport (whi(‘h was (lone in con 
junction AYitli the Iowa Cavalry), to move north and east of Fayette, 
thence west, and open communication with troops from Glasgow. 1 
wrote you of my intended move, but learned on my arrival at head¬ 
quarters last night (from Major Evans) that you had not received my 
letter, 1 was in the saddle constantly for six days, and the only 
regret that I have is that my scout was not more suc(*essfal in killing 
these bands in place of routing them. FTothing will dispiiit these 
marauders so much as surprising and cutting them to pieces. This 
must be done, and I am again ready to take the field for that purpose. 
1 was exceedingly anxious to find Bill Anderson, and let some small 
bodies i)ass almost unnoticed, with a view of finding him. lie was in 
the neighborhood of Bocheport, but the most of his men were divided 
out with other <*ommands. The number of men in bodies of from 
twenty to eighty in Boone County number about 200. Other small 
bodies would swell the number to, say, 300 men. This does not include 
IJoltzcilaw, Avho, 1 learn, was in Howard County, or Frank Davis’ baud, 
and divers other bands in the surrounding counties. 

i have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. DOUGLASS, 

General, 

Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fibk, 

Samt Joseph, 3To, 


SEPTEMBER 7, 1864.—Affair at Centralia, Mo. 

Report of Brig, Qen, VlinUm B, Msk^ U. S, Army, commanding District 

of North Missoicri, v 

Saint Joseph, Mo., Septemhcr 7, 180i, 
The guerrillas stopped a freight train on North Missouri Eailroad, 
near Centraba Station, early this morning, and stole lour car-loads of 
horses therefrom. They are said to have captured 2 officers aud 4 or 
5 enlisted men. General Douglass has troo])S after them. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 

Brigadier- General, 

Col. O, D. Greene, 

Assistant Adjntant-GeneraL 
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A i> D n K i> A 

Saint Charles, September 7, 1801. 

(Received 11.15 a. in.) 

non. Isaac H. STPRaEON, 

Fresident: 

One liundred busliwliaekers took four ears of horses iroin our frei^'ht 
train, No. 4, at Oentralia, this morning. Delayed train nearly three 
hours. No other damage done that 1 have heard of. The train luisjust 
arrived at Mexico. 

Respectfully, 

D. ir. FTTDTI. 

Just received. We still have no guard at PeiTuque bridge. I do 
not know what can be done to exterminate these devils. I hope a levy 
of 15,000 will be made on the sympathizers near C^eiitralia to pay for 
these horses and at once collected. In an hour or sooner if you wish. 

Respectfully, 

ISAAC H. STURGEON, 

Fresident, 


SEPTEMBER 7-11, 1864—Expeditions to Grand Lake, Grand River, Lake 
Eansse Pointe, Bayou Pigeon, and Lake Natchez, La., with affair (8th) at 
Labadieville. 


RTGP^OJR'^rS. 

No. 1.—Blig. Oen. Robert A. Cameron, IT S. Army, (‘ommanding Di8tri(‘t of La 
. Pourfhe. 

No. 2.—Maj. John H. Olybourn, Twelfth Illinois Cnvalr>. 

No. H,—Capt. William J. Steele, Twelfth Illinois CiiA^aliy. 

No. 4.—Cnpt. Dnilley C. Wyman, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry. 

No. 5.—Acting Vol. Lieut. Ezra Leonard, IT. S. Navy. 

No. 1. 

Eeporta of Brig. Oen. Robert A. Cameron^ U. S. Army, eommanding 
Dhtrlet of Lh Fonrehe, 

Headquarters La Fourche District, 

Thibodeaiu'j La., September 11, 1801. 

Capt. Frederic Speed, 

Asst. Adjt. Qen., Defenses of New Orleans: 

Captain: Inclosed I send you copies of various reports which I have 
received, which will show the general something of what 1 am doing 
to keep advised of the movements of the enemy. The two men spoken 
of in Lieutenant Leonard’s report aT*e two spies 1 sent out some time 
since into the rebel camps. They have not yet returned, but I have no 
fear that they are taken. 1 do not believe* that thi*re are any torpedoes 
in Bayou Long or Belle River, from the fact that it would be very didicult 
to get them there, much more so than the poiiit<sour boats go over every 
day, and because the man who reported it is inclined to make much 
capital out of a little and is not wholly reliable. But this is only my 
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opinion, and as I am not responsible for the boats or the lives of the 
men, I do not feel inclined to uri>e our friends of the navy over what 
they may consider dangerous ground. 

1 am, veiy respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. A. OAMEEON, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteer,Commanding District. 

[Indorsement 1 

Defenses of NTew Orleans, 

Heptember 13^ 1864. 

Approved and forwarded to department headquaiters for information. 

The horses captuied on Bayou Pigeon are those of our horses (*ap- 
tured by the enemy from Gentilly’s plantation a few days previous. 
The destruction of boats, &c., now going on in the lakes and bayous is 
in inirsuance of iiistiuctions from these headquarters, and will be con* 
timed until all means of navigation are taken from the enemy. As to 
the torpedoCvS said to exist on Belle Eiver (Lower Grand), that is a point 
which vili soon be cleared up. As soon as the operations I have 
now under way are comi)leted, Belle Eiver and the whole peninsula of 
rebels and copperheads behind Lake Yerret will receive marked atten¬ 
tion. 

T. W. SHEEMAN, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Thibodeaux, fiepfember 9,1864. 

(Eeeeived 9.10 a. m.) 

A party of some forty rebels entered the village oi‘ Labadieville, 
nine miles trom here, last night about 10 o’clock. Our patrol found 
them and brought in word immediately. Dispat(*hed Major Con¬ 
over, of the Sixteenth Indiana Mounted Infantry, with about sixty 
men, all I could rai^e without waiting* to relieve the pickets. A dis- 
])atclifroiu him at 4 o’clock this morning says that the rebels murdered 
Mr. Gueiiin, who was the most active, energetic, and valuable Union 
friend we had in the whole district. They robbed the place of a large 
amount of goods, all they could carry away, and left. Major Conover 
is now in pin suit. The dismounting of the Eighteenth New York Cav¬ 
alry necessitates me to ask for cavalry. I cannot protect the points, 
clear tlie country, or punish these rascals without. 

E. A. CAMEEON, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 

M^. George B. Drake, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Thibodeaux, September .9, 1864. 

(Eeeeived 7.30 p. m.) 

Major Conover has returned, bringing back 8 horses and 2 guns, 
left by the enemy. He pursued them through the woods belly deep 
to his horses until they reacdied a little bayou, name not know, 
where th(\y took tlieir skid’s and went into Lake Verret. They are the 
same ]jaity which suiprised the scouts of the Sixteenth Indiana the 
other night, and are camped on Little Bayou Pigeon. While the guerril- 
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las, who are a portion of the Eighteenth Louisiana Infantry and move 
about in canoes, were absent from their camp yesterday on this expedi¬ 
tion, one of our gun-boats entered Bayou Pigeon, recaptured 21 horses, 
10 saddles, and C muskets, and destroyed a large number of small 
boats, and took 1 prisoner. 

E. A. CAMEEON, 
Brtgadler-Oeneral of Volunteers, 

Maj. G. B. Drake, 

Assistant AdjuUmt’Oenernl, 


No. 2. 


Reports of Maj, John H, Clyhourn^ Twelfth TUInois Cavalry, 

Napoleontille, La., /^(eptemher .v, IStIL 
I have sent out Captain Steele with one battalion of the Twelfth 
Illinois Cavaky to scour the country about Grand Biver, Bayou Nat¬ 
chez, Bayou Pigeon, and Grand Lake, to destroy all boats that may 
in any way aid the enemy as lranspoi‘tation across these strc^ams. I 
will keep you informed of any engagements that may take i)lace. 
Eespectfiilly, 

JOHN H. (J.YBOUEN, 

Major, Commanding Post, 

Capt. B. B. Campbell, 

Assistant Adjutant General, 


Napoleonvtlle, La., September n, ISGf, 
Captain Steele has returned from his exiiedition to Grand Lake. He 
captured 4 prisoners, 5 horses, and destroyed some 40 boats oii the dif¬ 
ferent lakes and bayous. 

JOHN H. CLYBOUEN, 

Major, Commanding Post, 

Capt. B. B. Campbell, 

Assistant Adjutant General, 


No. 3. 

Report of Capt, William J, Steele,, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, 

' Napoleonville, La., September If 1SG4. 

General: I have the honor to report the following as the result of 
the party sent out scouting from this place on the 7th instant in 
accordance with orders: 

I left Napoleonville on the morning of the 7th instant with 150 men 
and six officers, marched by way of Paincourtville to Grand Bayou, 
crossed the bayou, and camped for the night on Madam Le Bar’s i>lanla- 
tion; started daylight next morning; moved up bayou to saw-mill with 
intention of crossing swamp to upper side of Lake Natchez, thus sav¬ 
ing distance of twenty-hve miles, but found it imiiossible, the mud 
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being so stift tkat liorses could scarcely move. [ thou went the only 
passable road up Grand Bayou, and struck the Mississippi at Mr. 
Bec^ard’s plantation, about eight miles this side of Bayou Goula; took 
nooning at Ih^card’s, and reached Plaquemino just at dark; drew for¬ 
age and rations and started at daybreak 0th instant; laarched along 
Bayou Plaquemine to Mr. Boan’s plantation on Bayou Sorrel, destroy¬ 
ing some twenty flat-boats, capable of crossing from four to forty 
horses, and some forty or fifty pirogues, skiffs, and small boats. I also 
destroyed a boat load of smugglers’ goods, consisting of one barrel of 
rasi)s, one keg of files, and a quantity of stationery; could find no 
owner for it. Gax)turod 7 horses ready saddled; they belonged to 
bushwhackers, who upon our approach saw no way of escaping, left 
their horses and hid in the woods, where it was impossible to find 
tiiem on account of the underbrush. On Bonn’s plantation I captured 
4 prisoners without arms and 2 horses with equipments. They belonged, 
to the same party that attacked the Sixteenth Indiana, and were with 
the pai*ty that liad the captured horses, when the gun-boat suddenly 
came upon them at Micheltre’s plantation, at the mouth of Bayou 
Pigeon, and recaptured the horses and equii)ments. The men all took 
the woods and escaped, except the few that I came across and cap¬ 
tured, There is no force of the enemy this side of Bayou Plaquemine, 
Bayou Sorrel, Bayou Pigeon, or Grand Bayou, more than a few bush¬ 
whackers, which a force of twenty-five men could any time master. 
There is now no way of crossing the above-named bayous, except by 
building new rafts or swimming, which may beTione at several points. 
Learned that a party that captured the Sixteenth Indiana had crossed 
into the State with their prisoners; also that there were two regiments 
of the enemy in the neighborhood of Franklin and the Teche, the First 
and Fourth Louisiana Infantry. Thinking it useless to proceed far¬ 
ther I returned, arriving in Plaquemine the same night; left Plaque¬ 
mine on the morning of the lOth; camped seven miles from Donaldson- 
ville, and arrived at Napoleonville about noon of the 11th instant, hav¬ 
ing marched a distance of 175 miles, meeting with no opposition what¬ 
ever. 

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. STEELF, 

Oaptauh Company fJ, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry. 

Brigadier-General ( )ameron. 

Commanding District of La Fonrche. 


No. I. 

Heporf of Capt> Dudley (I Wyman, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry. 

Bkasuear City, Hiptember U, 186L 
Sir: r have Ihe honor io report the following as the result of the 
exj)edition which left h(Te Wednesday evening: 

I took my command on board the gun-boat 41 at sqndown and pro- 
<*eedcd to Grand Lake, where the command was transferred to 49. 
We remained at anchor until daylight, when we weighed anchor and 
pro(jei*ded to LMg(^.on Bayou. Our entrance was effected easily, con¬ 
sidering the snags and the narrowness of the channel. Our progress 
was slow, as the boat was unwieldy and the bayou narrow and far from 
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being STraif>’lit. We proceeded with eautioiij and after several liours’ 
labor arrived at the mouth ot Grand Eiver. On rounding abend in the 
bayou a boat with four men in it was discovered crossing the bayou; 
one of the men was swimming* a horse. I instantly ordered my men on 
tlie lookout to fire, and ])assed the word to the cai)tain of the boat to 
man the guns. At the fii*st shot from the bow guns thci men in the 
boat jumped overboard, swam to the shore, and took to the woods. Our 
boat landed as soon as possible, and my force being small it was 
deemed prudent not to pursue. On landing, ])ickets were stationed and 
a detail sent to take on boaid the horses left by the rebels. They 
weie mostly U. S. horses, supposed to liave been captured by them 
at Napoleonville. We succeeded in bringing them on board, twenty in 
all, with equipments for ten. W^e captui‘ed one man, J. 1>. Jlrogdon, 
Fourth Louisiana Cavalry, from whom we learned that the party who 
escaped consisted of a sergeant and fifteen men, and wer(‘. on their way 
to join their regiment at Franklin. I also took on board two hogs¬ 
heads of sugar and three barrels of molasses; also eight guns. We 
afterward proceeded up to Mr. Mh'heltre’s plantation, wherc^ 1 found 
a man, named S. J. Fount, having the ai)pearance of a siunggler, ainj 
as he could giv(‘ no account of himself J had him arrested and tak<m 
on board. Finding the snags numerous and th(^ depth ol* the watei* 
insufficient for the boat, we succeeded with some trouble in turning and 
started immedialely for Grand Lake. Our ])rogress was slow for rea¬ 
sons given, and after several hours’ hard work, breaking through what 
seemed to be forests, wo reached the mouth of the bayou at 7 o’clock 
minus some of our upper works. In attempting to run out in the dark¬ 
ness the boat got aground, and after fruitless efforts to get ofi* we w(*re 
forced to remain all night. In the morning the 41 was seen coming out 
of the Atchafalaya. and we signaled to her. She assist(‘d us out of the 
bayou and we steamed toward Brashear. Near the entranee of Grand 
Lake we met the 43, and in company with her we went to Brashear. 
After landing I marched the command to quarters, 

I have the honor to be, yours, &c., 

BIJDLEY G. WYMAN, 

Caj^taiK Gompani/ f/. Eleventh Wiaconhin Infantry, 
Colonel Haeris. 


No. T). 

Reports of Actg. Voh Lieut, Ezra Leonard^ U, E, Nary, 

Brashear City, Eepivmbrr ;, iHdi , 
Sir: a gun-boat is now exploring Lake Fatisse Foiute and Grand 
Lake. The boat which leaves to-night goes through Bayou Pigeon as 
far as Grand Eiver. I uudorstaiid that torpedoes have been placed in 
Grand Eiver and Bayou Long, and do not think it prudent to send a 
gun-boat through either to reach Lake Natchez. 1 will send for those 
two men on Friday. 

Very respectfully, ♦ 

B. LEONAED, 

Lieutenant^ Commanding Nmal Forces. 
Brigadier-General Cameron. 
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Brashear City, La., JSeptejnher (S, 186J. 

Sir: The gun-beat Oarrabasset destroyed in Lake Faiis^e Poiiite 
yesterday a large flat-boat, sixty feet long and substantially built, with 
iron knees, &c., and a lot of skiffs. The gua-boat fired into the enemy’s 
pickets and killed 4 horses. 

The Oarrabasset is now in Bayou Pigeon with vsixty soldiers on 
board. 


Very respectfully, 


Brig. (ren. 11. A. Cameron, 

Commanding Dinfricf. 


BZEA LEONAED, 

L ieiiien an t, Com m an ding. 


U. S. Carrabasset, 
Benrick Bag^ Heptemluo' />, 1S61. 

Sir: The gun-boat I sent into Bayou Chene for those two s(*outs has 
returned without them. They were to be there at 1) a. in. 1 ordered 
the boat to remain until noon and blow the whistle oi’ten. Th(‘y were 
furnished with a pirogue. The boat fi*om Bayou Pigeon reports that of 
the seventy-seven rebels in the attack on Nra])ole()nville, fifteen crossed 
over to Franklin with the prisoners; the remainder returned to the La 
Fourche District. The boat reached there Just as a party was crossing 
thirty horvses, of which number vShe captured 21. The enemy have a 
camp on Lake Katchez where there is only two feet and a half of water 
at present. Captain Washburne will be here again in a day or two and 
then T shall be glad to go through Bayou Long and Belle Eiver, but 1 
cannot take the responsibility of sending a boat as I got iny information 
about the torp(^does from (’aiitain W. himself. Comi)any (t, Eleventh 
Wis(*onsin Veteran Volunteers, (^apt. Dudley C. Wyman, accompanied 
the boat to Bayou Pigeon and rendered efficient service. 

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant, 

EZEA LBONAED, 

Acig. Vol. Lient.^ U. 8. Narip Comdg. Naval Faroe pro tempore. 

Brig. (bm. E. A, Cameron, 

Commanding District. 


P. S.—The provost-marshal will send the prisoner. 
Eespectfully, 


E. L. 


SEPTEMBER 8, 1864.—Skirmishes near Homersville and Gayoso, Mo. 

RRIPORT'S. 

No. 1,—Liout. Col. Hiram M. Hiller, Second Missouri fcJiate Militia Cavalry. 

No. 2.—Capt. James W. Edwards, Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 1. 

Reports of Lieut. Col. Hiram M. Hiller^ Second ^lissouri State Militia 

Cavalry. 

Cape Girardeau, Mo., September 12^ ISOL 
Have just heard from the forces I sent out under Captains Mc- 
Clanahan and Edwards. They came upon the forces of Colonel Clark 
and Major Parrott in Dunklin County, and drove them out of the State: 
killed 7 of them, captured 3 prisoners, and a number of horses and 
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arms. Lieutenant Miller, (joinpuny 1), Se<*oii(l Misvsouri State Militia,* 
severely wounded in the neek. ¥0 other (*asualties on our side. A 
x:)art of my for(‘es are still out. Will forward you the official rei)ort as 
soon as they return. 

El. M. HILLEIL 
lAeufvnant Colonel^ (Jornmandbuj. 

General EwinL. 


(Ape (riuARDEAU, IMo., i^eptcmber /A 1861. 

Oaptain McCJlanahan, whom I sent in command of the forces into 
Dunklin County, reports that he found Major Parrott with 200 men 
encamped near'the Arkansas line, four miles below HornersA^ilh^, and 
attacked him last Thurwsday evening;; he killed 13 of the rebels and 
captured 5, and took 20 horses and a number of arms. The lu^xt day 
Ca]>tain Edwards <*ame upon a part of the same rebel forc(», and killed 
7 and captured 2 , as previously reported. ¥0 loss on our side. 

II. M. EIJLLEli, 
Lieutenant- ColoneL 

General Ewino. 


¥0. 2. 

Report of (kqjt, Jameti IP. LJdicards^ JSeeond Mis,soH}i /8t((te Cav¬ 

alry. 

¥ew JVIadrid, ^epiember i;?, I86i. 

1 left you on Thursday, the 8 th instant, and pi'oceeded toward Gayoso. 
Ban into a squad of guerrillas soon after I crossed the swamp and killed 
3 and wounded 15 the rest scattered in the cane and swamp. We were 
lired into by a squad of about fortv under Colonel Clark from across 
Pemiscot Bayou. We returned the fire, killing' 4, wounding 1 , and took 
2 prisoners. Lieutenant Miller was shot through the neck here, which 
was our only loss. 1 should have crossed the bayou and followed them 
if they had not scattered and Lieutenant Miller had not bei^n so badly 
wounded. They scattered in every direction going toward Little Bun 
Swam}). We captured 5 horses and a few stand of arms. IIad 3 horses 
shot. Saw nothing of any guerrillas Friday and we arrived here Sat¬ 
urday evening completely tired out. 1 think (^olonel Clark has about 
played out and will not be able to do us any more damage very soon. 
Eespectfully, 

J. W. EDWAJMIS, 

' Captainj dr. 

Oaptain MoOlanahan, 

Oonmandinf/ JExpediUoUy Cape Cirardeau^ Mo. 


SEPTEMBER 9,1864.—Attack on Steamer J. D. Perry, at Clarendon, Ark. 

Report of Brig, Cen. Christopher C. Andreics^ fontinandhnj /Second Dlvis- 
ion^ Beveuth Army Corps, 

IlBQRs. Second Division, Beventh Akmy (3oups, 
DevalPs Bluff, Septeviber />, JSOJ—7 
General: Steamer J. I). Perry, with some of General MowuCs com. 
mand, Avas to day ftred into by about 100 mea just below'Clarendon, 
from Clarendon side. I hope you will not forget my need of troops 
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here. I have only part of a cavalry regiment (eight companies of 
Eleventh Missouri) and eight of the Twelfth Michigan. Am worried 
every hour for lack of means to do the work. The transportation and 
officers’ baggageof the Twelfth Michigan have already gone to Browns¬ 
ville. 

Very respectfully, 

0. C. ANDEEWS, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 

Maj. Gen. F. Steele, 

Little Boole, 


SEPTEMBER 9, 1864.—Affair on the Warrensburg road, near Warrens- 

bnrg, Mo. 

Bej^ort of Lieut, Col, Ba:::cl F, Lazear^ Firnt Nissouri t<tate Militia 

Cavalry, 

HEAD(iITARTERS SECOND SUB-DlSTRICT, 

In the Fieldj kleptemher J3,1864, 

Captain: I have the honor to report for the information of the gen¬ 
eral commanding that since my report of the lOth Lieutenant Teel 
returned from his foot scout near Dover, and reports no guerrillas in 
that vicinity after Major Mullins went eavst. Lieutenant Augustine 
reports that on the 9th he came upon a party of four on the Warrens- 
biu'g-road Just as they had comideted robbing the Warrensburg mail. 
In the chase after them he captured one of their horses and thinks one 
of the party was wounded. The main body are now in the w^estern 
part of La Fayette County. Captain JMeredith is also in that direction 
with 100 men. On the 15th X will move east to Eepublican Church, 
where my command will concentrate to receive rations. 1 have noth¬ 
ing later from Saline than my last report. 

Yeiy respe('tfiilly, your obedient servant, 

B. F. LAZKAE, 

Lieut, Col. First Gav, Mo. 8tate Militia^ Commanding, 
Capt. J. 11. STEaER, 

Assistant Adjutant-General,, Warremhttrg^ Mo. 


SEPTEMBER 9-11, 1864.—Expedition from Pine Bluff toward MonticeUo, 
Ark., with skirmishes near MonticeUo (10th) and at Brewer’s Lane (11th). 

No. 1.—Bri^. ({(‘ 11 . Powoll (Taytoii, IJ. 8. Army. 

No. Tliomafi W. Scu(I(l(‘r, Fifth Kansas Cavalry. 

No. 3,—Capt. John W, Lewh, Asbibtaiit Adjutant-General, C. S. Army, 

No. 1, 

Reports of Brig, Gen, Powell Clayton,, U, J8, Army. 

Pine Blttpf, Ark., September If 1861—6,45 p. m. 
Colonel Fvskiue, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, with 300 men, left 
here on the morning of the 9th at daylight, drove in the pickets at 
MonticeUo early the next morning, captured 3 prisoners, ascertained 
48 R R—VOL XLl, PT 1 
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positively that there are now three brigades of iafiiniry at Muiitieello, 
namely, "Parsons’, Hawthorn’s, and Dockery’s, numbering between 
3,000 and 4,000 men, and one battery of artillery—two HJ-poiinders and 
four 6-j)ounders. Prisoners captured said 7,000 cavalry and 7,000 infan¬ 
try, under Generals Walker and Prince Polignac, were on their way to 
Monticello from Louisiana, and that the cavalry was already on P>ayou 
Bartholomew, twenty-three miles from Monticello; ascertained positively 
that there are no troops at Princeton, except about lOOcavalry. Oliurch- 
hill’s division of infantry left Princeton on the morning of the 9tli for 
Camden 2,500 strong, mostly conscrix)ts and poorly armed. All infor¬ 
mation gathered from deserters say that Price has from 8,000 to 15,000 
men poorly mounted and not very well armed, with sixteen pieces of 
artillery. He was also reported to have a large amount of arms and 
ammunition for arming and equipping recruits. All goes to show that 
he has gone on his way to Missouri. Was attacked to-day about twenty 
miles out on the Warren road by Lane’s brigade, numbering about 
1,000 men. After a severe fight of about an hour’s duration succeeded 
in cutting the way through; supposed to have killed 20 or 30 rebels 
and took 8 prisoners. Loss to ourselves about 20 men. A rebel lieufr'n- 
ant, who was severely wounded and captured, said that we were attacked 
by Lane’s brigade just from Louisiana, that they were encamped twenty 
miles fi:om Monficello, where we drove in their x)ickets, and were sent 
for to intercept us. This confirmed re])orts of ])ris()ners previously 
(*aptured that there were troops on the way from Louisiana to Monti- 
ceUo. 

POWELL ('IjAYTON, 
Brigadier- Genera /, Go m m a ndIng. 

Lieut. Col. W. D. Green, 

Assistmt Adjutant-General. 


Pine Bluff, Hepienjhvr Ihun. 

Ko news from the enemy to-day. In the skirmish yesterday, s(‘ven- 
teen miles from here, we lost 2 men killed, 5 wounded, and 2 olfa'civs 
and 11 men missing. 

POWELL (CLAYTON, 
Brigadier-Genera /, Commanding, 

Captain Dyer, 

Assiatant Adjutant-General. 


Ho. 2. 

Report of Maj. Thomau W. KSaudder^ Fifth Kannan Garalnj, 

Headqitauteks Euci'h Kansas Cavalry, 

Heptember /2, i8‘6/. 

Colonel : 1 have the honor to submit the follow ing report of the part 
taken by my command (First Indiana and Fifth Kansas Cavalry) in 
the late expedition toward Mouti(‘<dlo: 

I reported at headquarters Be])tember 9 at 1 a. in. wdth sixty men of 
the Fifth Kansas and one gun from the First Indiana. Owdng* to some 
mistake in the detail the First Indiana did not report until we were 
some seven miles out on the lower road. Captain Kyler then came u]) 
with thirty men. I.marched during the day in the center, camped with 
the rest at the cross-roads, about fourteen miles from Monticello. That 
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night detailed Lieutenant Wood with fifteen men, who reported to you 
at 3 a. m. for .special iservi(*e. Lieutenant Templeton with other details, 
I beli(we, assumed command, although Lieutenant Wood was the rank¬ 
ing ofii(*er. The result of their T'eeonnaissanee has been already reported 
to you by Lieutenants Wood and Templeton. September 10, marched 
in advance in the direction of Mount Elba; camped at night near the 
Mount Elba and Pine Blulf road. September 11, detailed eight men to 
report to you for a scout in direction of the crossing of Saline Eiver. 
Marched at sunrise in the i*ear. The men who went to the (uossing i e- 
joined me near Cheney’s Store, on the Pine Blult* road, near McGhee’s 
plantation. Detached by your order Lieutenant Jenkius and Company 
G, Fifth Kansas, to report to you tor scout toward the fords of the Sa¬ 
line Kiver above Mount Elba. About eighteen miles from Pine Bind 
heard sharp firing in front. Moved up, and found the advanc'e had 
already driven the enemy. Fell back to my x)osition in the rear. Had 
marcdied but a short distance when firing commenced upon the right 
flank a little aheml of me. The enemy w^ere again repulsed. The <*ol- 
umn moved on a little way, when we were attacked almost simultane¬ 
ously in flank and rear. The men were for a time thrown in confusion. 
I finally suc(*eeded in rallying them; held the enemy in check for a 
time. Captain Kyler, First Indiana, acting as extreme rear guard, was 
cut ofl' from the main body, but by shari) fighting, and making a short 
detour to the left, rejoined me. Here we had a severe contest for our 
howitzer; the artillerymen abandoned it, with the exception of the 
sergeant in command; the firing was heavy and continuous. At this 
juncture Lieutenant Jenkims, who had heard the firing and pushed with 
all speed toward us, came up the road in the enemy’s rear, and gallantly 
(‘barging them, (‘ut his way through, with the loss of 1 man severely 
wounded. I finally succeeded, gallantly assisted by Lieutenant Quinn, 
Thirteenth Illinois, in getting the gun away and bringing it safely to 
town. From this point until the Warren cross-roads were reached, 
a distance of four miles, 1 was hotly engaged in repelling siu'cessive 
charges of the enemy upon our rear. Beached the cross-roads and 
found you, colonel, in line of battle, greatly to my relief. By your 
order formed upon the right. After awaiting the appearan(*e of the 
enemy for .some time, with the remainder 1 inarched toward toi^m. As 
to the nature of the fighting, the number of the enemy, &<*., it is 
unnecessary for me to speak, you, colonel, having a better knowledge 
of that than any other person. From the nature of the attack (three 
sides at once), the men at first were terribly confused, but after it had 
finally developed itself they did nobly. 

In conclusion, I cannot speak too highly of the valuable aid rendered 
in(‘ by Lieutenant Quinn, Thirteenth Illinois; Lieutenant Bonde, 
Seventh Missouri; Captain Kyler, First Indiana, and Lieutenants Jen¬ 
kins, Wood, and Stevenson, Fifth Kansas Cavalry. The sergeant com¬ 
manding the howitzer, for his beha.vior in standing bravely by his gun 
when nearly all the men deserted him, if otherwise capable, 1 heartily 
recommend through you to the Governor of his State for promotion. 

I have to reiiort the following list of casualties: Fifth Kansas— 
Killed, 1; wounded, 4; missing, 1; total, 6. First Indiana—Wounded 
and left, 4; missing, 1; total, 5; ^’and total, 11. 

I am, colonel, very respectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

T. W. SOUDBEB, 

Major Fifth Kanmn Cavalry^ Commanding. 

Oolomd Erskine, 

Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry^ Commanding Late FJoi^edition. 
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Report of Capt, John Leirh^ AHHhtani Adjxitant-General^ G. S, Army, 

Headquarters Histric'I’ oe Arkansas, 

Camden^ Heplemher JS, 18(>L 

General: I a,m iustru(*tcd by Major-CSreaeral Magriidei* to bitbrni 
you tliat reliable iuforuiation bas beeu received that 8,000 Federal 
troops have gone up White River to re-eiiforee General Steele. A party 
of 500 of the enemy advanced toward Moiiticello; were forced by ns 
to retire, taking the direction of l^ine Blull'; were pursued by (\>lonel 
(Jrumx), commanding a regiment of Texas cavalry of Major-General 
Wharton’s command and driven to Avithin six miles of Pine Blutt*, 
resulting in the killing of 0 of the enemy and wounding 12. Three 
were wounded and none killed on our side."^ 

1 am, general, A^ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

3. W. LEWIS, 

Captain and AHnistant AdjutantGtneraJ, 

Maj. Gen. Sterling J^rioe, 

Commanding,, d-c. 


SEPTEMBER 9-12,1864.—Expedition from Fort Pike, La., to the Pearl River. 

Report of Lieut, Col, Alfred (L Hall,, Seventy-fourth l\ S. Colored 

Troops. 


Headquarters, 

Fort Pike, La.,, September AV, IHdt. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the results of the ex])edition up Pearl 
Eiver, made in conformity to orders from the commanding general: 

I left Port Pike at 0 a. m. September 10,1801, on the steann^r 3. J). 
Swain wjth a force of 200 men. 1 proceeded up West Pearl River to 
a point called Deer Island Landing, where 1 landed my men at 11.15 
a. m. and marched along the road leading from the landing into the 
country. At 12.10 a. in. I reached a hous(‘ formerly occupied by John 
Porter^ the house is now deserted. At 12.45 1 reached the house of 
WidoAV Joyner. I found no one there but women and children. 1 was 
informed by Mrs. J(^yner that three horsemen had passed her house 
that morning at about 10 o’clock ruling toward the landing, armed with 
shotguns and pistols, ])robably a scpiad of the lellows we v ere after, 
en route to warn their friends of our aj)proaeh, having seen the smoke 
of the steamer as she came up the river. 1 was unable to gain any 
other information of the jayhawkers at this xdace. The Avpmen staled 
that those that had passed the house that morning wen^ tlu^. first they 
had seen for months. I resumed march at 1.25 p. m., sending one-half 
of my force, under Lieutenants GaUagher and Morrison, back half amile 
oA^er the road I had just come, to take a branch road to go to the house of 
a man named Sadler,while I with the remainder of the men kept on with 
the intention of visiting the place of a man named Snyder. I reached th(i 
house of Mrs. Mitchellj no one to be seen but women and cbildren. I 
could get no information there; they say they knoAv nothing of the rebel 


Some inolovant matter omitted. 
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cavalry. Left Mrs. AlitelielTs at 1.35 i). ni. There were two roads fi’oia 
here, and throug-li iui>stake of the guide J took the wrong road. The 
guide discoveri^d his mistake after marching about one mile and took 
the shortest way actress the country to gain the right road. After 
marching several iniles T found myself on the right road about one-fourth 
ol‘ a mile from Mitchell’s. The load 1 sliould have taken runs nearly 
at right angles witli the one J took. The other party gave the signal 
that they had readied Sadler’s and 1 concluded to join them instead of 
going to Snyder’s; i arrived at Sadler’s at 2.15 p. in. I was unable to 
learn anything delinite of the cavalry. A party of them had been 
there three days liefore and searched the house for rebel deserters. 
There was no one at home at the time but two women, one an invalid. 
They could not tell the number of men in the party. I obtained horses 
at Sadler’s and accompanied by my adjutant proi'eeded to tlie house of 
Snyder, about two miles Iroin Sadler’s! 

From information gamed there and elsewhere I concluded that if I 
should run up East Pearl or Pearl Eiver ])roi)er 1 should be able to 
hnd the party of cavalry or hear of them in the vi('inity of (Tainesville. 
1 re-embarked and started for East Peai 1 at 5.30 ]>. m. I ran up as far as 
Pearlington, and laid off* at that place till 5.30 a. in. the 12th; proceeded 
toabln§* about two miles and a half above Pearlington. I landed and 
sent a party under Lieutenant Sternes 1o Homer’s IJridge, about three 
miles from the landing. He returned at 8 a. m., reporting no signs of 
the enemy. I landed again near ^Ta])oleon, inarched througii the 
town, scouting the country back of it. ,1 found nothing of the cavalry 
at this place, and no news of them. The coiintiy here is nearly deserted. 
1 was informed here that the news of onr coming was far ahead of us, 
as they could see our steamer for a number of miles down the river. I 
proceeded Iroiu this i)oint to (lainesville, fifteen miles above Pearliiig- 
ton, and here learned that five of the rebel cavalry had been there the 
day ])reNious. At Gainesville one man, William Marseu, was brought 
ill by the guard. He claims to be a ])aroled prisoner; but I have 
good evidence that he is connected with them, and has been employed 
in driving (*attle for the commissary department, rebel army. There 
are jirobably a number of rebel cavalry at Honey Island, about nine 
iniles from Gainesville; but with our steamer it was useless to attempt 
tbeir ca])ture, oui* approach being known to them hours before, and 
unless they choose to fight us they could easily avoid us. I woiild 
respectfully suggest that in any future ex])edition the trooi)s be landed 
at some point near the fort on the rebel side and inarcbed through the 
(Hunitry, mounting if needs be. Although unsuccessful in overtaking 
any rebel force, the inhabitants expressed the desire that our troops 
come often. 

J have the honor to be, sir, very lusjiectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALFliED CL HALL, 
lAeiitiinant-Cohmd^ Vommandincj Pont, 


Capt. F. Speed. 

AHHt, A(ljf» Gen,^ J)efen(ieH of New Orleum, 


iPirHt indoraonipiii.] 

Defenses of Hew Orleans, 
September 

Ri^spectfiilly forwarded to de]iartment headquarters. 

This expedition was authorised on receiving a telegram from Colonel 
Hall, of which inclosed is a copy. Instead of going <lirect to Pearl 
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Eiver IslaiKl, as be suggested iu bis telegram, be appears to have 
gone up VVeNt Pearl Eiver and landed iiis for(*e on tbe main or tbe 
west sitb^ No wonder that be was unsue(‘esstnl, if tbe enemy was, as 
be stated, on Pearl Eiver Island. It is not easy to see bow a small 
body of jaybawkers would have remained on Peail Eiver Island on 
seeing our steamer moving about all day on tbe Lower West Pearl 
Eiver. Of tbe management of tbe expedition, as I understand it, 1 
disapprove. 

T. W. SHEEMAN, 
Brif/a/Vier-Oeneral^ CommanMng. 


[Seroiul mdorsenient. | 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

Ifeio Orleans, September 16,1861, 

Eespectfully forwarded to tbe Adjutant-General of tbe Army, 
tbrougb headquarters Military Division of tbe West Mississippi, for 
information. 

N. P. BANKS, 

31a jor-Gen era /, (Umm an ding. 


[Inolosme ] 


F. Speed, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Fort Pike, September 10, 1801, 


Sir: Fifteen miles from here, at Pearl Eiver Island, are Jay¬ 
bawkers. They killed 1 citizen, a Guiou man, outright. They ean be 
gotten at in two ways—one by vsteamer tbrougb East Peail River, 
another by Bayou Macomb. 

Respectfully, 

ALFRED G. HALL, 
Lientenant-Golonel, Vonmanding. 


SEPTEMBER 9-12, 1864,—Scout from lewisburg to Norristown and Rus¬ 
sellville, Ark., with skirmishes. 

Report of Gol, Abraham JS, Ryan, Third Arhansas (Utealry {rnion). 

Headquarters Third Arkansas Cavalry, 

September 1^, 1861, 

Captain Clear, Company D, Third Arkansas Cavalry, returned this 
p. m. He left Lewisburg on the morning of tbe iltU instant; be 
went to Norristown and Eussellville, charging into both ])laces, kill¬ 
ing 2 3‘ebels near Eussellville; he reports Price’s force to be at least 
15,000 men and 18 pieces of artillery, all tbe men mounted, with tbe 
exception of 200, who act as train guards. Price lett Dover Watui'day 
a. m. going toward Burrowsville for the avow<id purpose of going to 
Missouri. Captain Clear started on scout with thirty-eight men, re¬ 
turning with fifteen. Tbe remainder are in tbe brush and will remain 
till relieved. Tbe horses gave out before reaching tbe Cadron. Hiding 
their horse equipments, tbe party came tbrougb on foot, swimming tbe 
Cadron eight miles above tbe ferry-crossing. C^aptaiii (Mear and five 
of bis men came down on tbe Chippewa ft*om tbe Palarm, the other ten 
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coming tlirougli by land. By letter leeeiv^ed lids p. m. from Lewisburg, 
I learn that Gordon’s regiment left there Saturday a. m., stating that 
they were to join Shelby, who was to cut the communications of and 
starve the forces out of Little Eoek. 

EespectfuUy, 

A. If. EYAN, 

(hdonel^ etc. 

rapt. 0. H. Dyer, 

AHHhiant AiVjutfOif histrid of Little Tioel\ 


SEPTEMBER. 9“14, 1864.—Scout from Helena to Alligator Bayou, Ark. 

Bepori of Lieut. Alexander F. Biee^ Sixtieth [\ N. Colored Troops. 

Headquarters Battery D, 
Helena., ArA*., Ideptemher 15^ 1S64. 

Lieutenant; I have tlie honor to transmit the following re])ort of a 
live days’ scout under my command, composed of tweiily men of the 
Sixtieth U. S. Colored Infantry; 

Staited from here on the 9th; marched to Thomas’ Station, live miles 
fiom the month Saint Brancis Eiver; camped until the next evening. 
Sent out squads fre([iiently during the day; captured 1 man, William 
Bailess, and 2 horses. ^Vent from there to Mrs. Eodgex'S, some fifteen 
jniles. Broke camp at 8 o’clock next morning and went to Alligator 
Bayou. Captured 1 man and horse on the way. Camped until next 
evening; captured 2 men while there, also a horse. The command then 
parted. A portion, mounted, crossed over to Thomas’ Station. The 
lost (*ame down the river in vskiti’s. Camped until the morning of the 
14th. Ca])tured while there 5 mules and 2 horses, also 1 prisoner and 1 
carbine. The names of the ])risoiiers are as follows: William Bailess, 
and Peter Nance, (’aptain Briscoe’s company, Dobbin’s regiment; 
James Copeliu and Hrbiii Day, (’aptaiii Coates’ company, Dobbin’s 
regiment; Joseph A. E(^hles, adjutant, Sixth Texas Cava.lry. 

A. F. iflCE, 

flecond Lieut. Vo. -S/, U. ff. (Udored TnfU/., (Umdy. Heout. 

Lieuf. F. E. Snow, 

Aetiny Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SEPTEMBER 10, 1864.—Skirmish near Roanoke, Mo. 

RKIPOEtTS. 

No. 1.—Gon. (Uintoii B. Eiwk, IT. S. Aiiny, ooininamling Districi of North Mis- 
tsoiii i. 

No. 2.—Maj. Austin A. King, jr., Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavaliy. 

No. 1. 

Beport of Brig. Gen. Clinton B. MsJe, U. S. Army^ commanding District 

of North Missouri. 

Saint Joseph, Septe^nher 1 ^ 1864 . 
The detachment sent out from Glasgow yesterday under Major 
King, Sixth Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, attacked Holtzclaw’s 
band, numbering sixty, just east of Roanoke, in Howard (’ounty, and 
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gave liim a running figld of five miles. Sis of tlie villains va4*e killed, 
several of tlieir liorses and alarge number of slioiguns and ivvolvers 
were captured. In the cbase li of our men were wounded, 1 severely. 
The PMrst Jowa are stiiaing ui> the ]>usli\\iineLers in Doone. 

('LlNTTOl!^ B. FISK, 

JJr kja (Her- Genera L 

(Job O. D. Gueene, 

Asst, Adjf. Gen. and (^hief of iSt((Jf\ A'n/af Lovin. 


No. l>. 

Bcpori of Mitj. Analln A. Jilnff^^ jr,^ HirfJi uMiswnri Hlale MlVdki (Uiralrij. 

Fayette, l^eptemher i/, Asy;/. 

I came upon IToltzclaw’s command yesterday (‘ast ot‘ boanoke, 
in Howard Goiinty. They numbered about sixty men. They did 
not stand long against my advance under (command of (’aptain 
Turner, who charged them as soon as he came U])on them. A running 
fight of live miles ensue<l, in whiidi ve killed 0 and wounded severed 
men, captuied (> liorses, and at least a do’^en shotguns, with a loss of 
2 of my men wounded, 1 severely. 1 will move again to-morrow, my 
horses lieing now badly ]‘un down. 

AlbSTlK A. KlN(b diL, 

Major, d'c. 

General Frsic. 

A DDENDA. 

Saint Joseph, Heptemher 11, ISGi, 

Major King, 

Gomdg, liixik Car, Mo, fifafe MUif'la, in the Fkld^ (jHangow: 

I congratulate you on the good beginning of the bushwhacking (‘am- 
paign. Strike with vigor and determination. Take no prisoners. We 
have enough of that sort on hand now. I^ursue and kill. 1 have two 
of Holtzclaw’s men, just captured. They state that he cam])s, w'hen in 
Howard County, in the rear of old man Hackley’s farm, not far from 
Fayette. Make a dash in there at night and get him if' possible. Let 
a detachment secretly watch his mother’s resi(len(*(‘. lie is home al¬ 
most daily, and liis sisters agreat comforters of the bnshwhackers. 
Old man Hackley has a sou in the brusli. I shall soon send ont of tln^ 
district the bushwdiacddng families. Go ahead and givi^ ns ^a good 
report. 

CLINTON B. FISK, 

lirlgad ter- General, 


SEPTEMBER 10, 1864.—Skirmish near Pisgah, Mo. 

No, 1.—Bri^. G(*n. Egl)ert B. Brown, TJ. 8. Army, poiuniaiidin^ District of (Smtral 
' Missouri. 

No. 2.—Maj. George W. Kelly Fourth Missouri S1id(‘ Militia (Cavalry. 

No. 1. 

Report of Brig, Oen, Bghert B, Broien, V, H,Armij, eonmatiding J>is- 
Met of Central Mimntri, 

WAKUENsnuKG, Mo., isiepfcmher n, :18Gf, 
Li(mtenant Kerr, with a (hdutdimeiitol* Fourth Missouri State Militia, 
had a vskirinish with sixty guerrillas near Bisgah, Cooper County, yes- 
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terdiiy. Four guerrillas killed and several wounded. NTo loss on our 
side reported. The guerrillas were coniniaiided by Taylor, a new man 
on south side of the river. 

E. B. BEOW, 

IlrUjadier-Oeneml of ^ oJwiteevH. 

Major-General Eosecrans, 


No. 2. 

Eei>ort of Maj. George fT. Kelly, Fourth MLskoiiri Ht((te ^THHIh Cavalry. 

Boonvtlle, September 11,1864. 

Li(4itenaiit Kerr, with detachment Fourth Missouri Stale Militia, 
had a skirmish with sixty guerrillas, under Captain Taylor, some live 
]uiles northeast of Pisgah yesterday evening, killing 4 and wounding 
several; our horses being fatigued was all that Ra\Td the entire band 
from being broken. 

G. W. KELLY, 

major, dr. 

Oapt. d. H. Steoer, 

Assistaut A (Ijntaut-General. 


SEPTEMBER 11, 1864.—Skirmish at Hodge’s Plantation, La. 

Eeport of Col. Manbrouelc Daria, Twelfth Illinoia (Utralry. 

JJONAJ.DS()NViJ.LE, Htpicmber IS, 18GL 

(Ee(*eive(l 5.20 p. m.) 

[lodge’s plantation, on the other side of the river, is in Colonel 
Logan’s command. J have shown him your dispatch. He says the 
rebels attacked the plantation Sunday and were repulsed with loss of 
1 killed and 3 wounded. Some of his men guarded the place last 
night and will do so again to-night. 

H. DAVIS, 

Colonel Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, (Commanding Pont. 

Maj. (r. B. Drake, 

Amatant Adjutant-General. 


SEPTEMBER 11-16, 1864.—Operations in Monroe and Ralls Counties, Mo. 

Report of Capt. John I>. Meredith, Thirty-ninth Miaaouri Infantry, 

Camp Kittzner, September 17,1864. 

Lieutenant: In obedience to Special Orders, No. [4J, dated Hanni¬ 
bal, Mo., September 11,18G4, from Col. Ed. A. Kutzner, commanding 
Tliirty-iiintli Eegiment Infantry, Missouri Yoliinteers, I left camp at 
Hannibal about 7 p. in. of the l ith instant with twenty-five men of my 
company on the hunt for a band of guerrillas who were said to be com- 
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mitting depredations in the neighborhood of Sidney, Ralls County, 
Mo. After leaving camp, I moved my command out on the Oentreville 
road in the direction of West Ely, and after having marched eight or 
ten miles, I proceeded, in comxiliaiice with the provisions of the above- 
mentioned order, to mount my men upon the horses of disloyal owners. 
When within a mile or tw^o of West Ely I detached a sergeant, with 
four men, to enter towm by a roundabout road in an opposite direction 
from that in which I was moving, with instructions to sto]) at the house 
of one Doctor Hays, in the edge of town, and get one of his horses. 
Upon reaching the house, the sergeant sent the men into a pasture to 
catch the horse, himself remaining mounted to patrol tlie i*oad. While 
so doing tw^o men sprang from behind the cover of a fence and com¬ 
manded him to halt, at the same time co(iving their guns. Instead of 
complying the sergeant drew down his piece to lire on them, but his 
horse shying and his saddle turning, he was thrown 1o the ground, and 
as he feli the guerrillas j'umxjod the fence and ran to t he brush. About 
this time our men in the pasture diseovcred a squad of eight or ten 
men riding n]) an adjoining lane, w^ho, as the word ^'•halt'” was given, 
wheeled their horses and took to the brush. This o(‘Curr(Hl about .‘i 
a. m. of the 12th, and it ])eiiig too dark to follow them when the <‘olamn 
eame up, Icalletl a halt and w^aited for daylight, wdien 1 moved foiwaitl 
in the direetion of Sidney. Near this place we were Joined by Lieu¬ 
tenant Weldy, with tw^(mty-tive men of Com])any E, and with the whole 
force follow'ed the biisliA\ haek<*rs into Alonroe County, thoroughly S(*oiir- 
iiig the woods and l)rnsh on Indian Creek and Salt Liver to Florida, 
but without suc(*(‘ss. 

At Florida i learned ot‘ th(^ skirmish at Paris, and that an a( ta(‘k w as 
antiei])ated ou the place trom Frank Davis (a noted guerrilla) wdth 210 
men; hearing which I deemed it my duty to move forw^ard to the assist¬ 
ance of the town, which J did as raimlly as i)ossible, arriving there on 
the afternoon of 13th instant. During the night the town w^as fiiidher 
re-enforced by a detachment of tiftymeu of the First low'a Cavalry, 
under command of Lieutenant Dow^ Next morning no atta(‘k having 
been made, and still hearing of the guerrillas in considerable foi’i*!^ on 
the Middle Fork of Salt River, in the vicinity of Madison (after consul 
tation with the several ottieers), it wasthougiit best to make a strong 
scout ill search of them. At the reciuest of Captain Fowkcss, command 
ing Enrolled Missouri Militia of Monroe County, and Lieutenant Dow, 
of the First lowm. Cavalry, I assumed command of the expedition 
(which consisted of fifty men of the First Iowa Cavalry, und<w Lieuten¬ 
ant Dow, fifty men of the detailed Enrolled Missouri Militia, under ('ap- 
tain Eowkes, and the fifty men under my<‘ommand) and started on tln^ 
hunt. About noon of the llth our advance guard, part of the Tow'a 
cavalry, came upon a squad of eight or ten of the guerrillas at the 
house of a man named Garnett (a notorious rebel, who lias a son in the 
brush) and a skirmish ensued, in wdiieli 2 of the guerrillas were killed, 
^the rest escaping to the brush. As this w^as the second or third time 
’Federal troops had been fired ux)on from this house, and as it w^as well 
know^n as a rendezvous and harboring place for the guerrillas and 
horse thicwes, I ordered the house burned, as a warning to the numer¬ 
ous families in that section who are aiding, eiu'ouraging, and feeding 
bushwhackers. After moving foiward from this i)lac<^ a lew miles 1 
divided the command, and scouted down on both sides of the Middle 
Fork to vithiu seven miles of i'aris, where 1 turned tlio command over 
to Captain Fowkes (except my original command) and returned to 
Paris, reporting for orders to Maj. A. V. E. Johnston, of the Thirty. 
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Biiitli Infantiy, IMissoiiri Volniiteerri, wlio liad tliat day arrived and 
taken command of the place. i>y liis orders 1 vStarted to return to 
camp at Hannibal, seoiitino' through the Salt Jih^er Hills'between 
Santa Ee and Florida in Monroe Oonniy, to the neighborhood of New¬ 
port, Balls County, theii<*e down Salt Biver to Oineinnali, thence by 
way of Sidney to camp Kutzner, wlnu'e 1 arrived on the evening of the 
16th instant, with my command all safe and sound. 

During the whole route 1 found the country in a state of turmoil and 
terror, and that it is utterly impossible for a Union man to remain at 
home with any sense of security. 

1 have the honor to be, lieutenant, your obedient servant, 

JNO. D. MBEEDITH, 

(Japiain Company J), Thirty-ninth Missouri Regiment, 
Lieut. T. 0. Tripler, 

Adjutant Thirty-ninth Infantry^ Missouri Volunteers, 


SEPTEMBER 11-18, 1864.—Scouts in Moniteau and Morgan Counties, Mo. 

Report of Lieut, Albert Munt^el, Fifth Missouri Fitate Militia Cavalry, 

Camp at Big Piney, Mo., Fieptemher 18,1864, 
Sir : T have the honor to make the following report of a scout made 
by twelve men of this company during the last week: 

It being reported by two men of the comiiany that a squad of guer¬ 
rillas was seen three or four miles from this camp on the 11th of this 
month, I ordered hfteen men out after them. Three of them came back 
to cam]) the following 'morning. The remaining twelve returned to 
camp last night. They give the following history of the Scout: 

They got on the trail of th(*se guerrillas near the place where they 
Tvere seen and pursued them to Tuscuinbia, the guerrillas reaching this 
place at night and the scout the tbllowing morning. Captain Brown, 
commanding a company at Tuscuinbia, informed them that he killed 2 
of these guerrillas when they <*anie uj) to the river, and 4 horses. The 
gang then scatteri'd in all direcitions. The scout, learning at Tuscum- 
bia that the rebels had just killed 7 of our men near Mount Pleasant, went 
on to that i)lace. Not 6 nding the rebels there they moved on in the direi*- 
tion of Ti])ton, in Moniteau Count 5 \ When seven miles from High Point, 
between High Point and Tipton, they suddenly (*ame on a small squad 
of guerrillas, killed 2, an<l capturc^d 1 horse, which they brought into 
camp. They then scouted thoroughly through Moniteau and Morgan 
Counties, but, meeting with no further success, they returned to camp. 
They found the country in an awTul state of excitement. Union men 
dare not stay at home, and none sleeping in their houses at night except 
rebels and their sympathizers, and unless something is done soon Union 
men must leave the State or be murdered. Our troops arc chieliy kept 
in the smaller tow^ns, while the rebels are roaming at large and devas¬ 
tating the country. 

1 have the honor to remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

ALBEBT MUNTZEL, 

First Lieut,, Gomdg, Co, F, Fifth Cun, Missouri State Militia, 
Lieut. Col. Joseph A. Eppstein, 

Gomdg, Fifth Can, Mo, State Mil, Rolla, Mo, 
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SEPTEMBER 11-25, 1864.—Operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter., 
with actions at Hay Station, near Port Gibson (16th), and at Cabin Creek 
and Pryor’s Creek, Ind. Ter. (19th). 

No. 1.—MaJ. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis, U. S. Army, commandinsr Department ol* Kansas. 
No. 2.—Maj. Gen. George Sykes, U. S. Army, commanding District of South Kansas. 
No. 3.—Col. .Tames M. Williams, Se^ enty-niuth U. S. Colored Troops. 

No. —Capt. .Tames H. Bruce, Second. Indian Home Guaid. 

No. T).—Maj..Tolin A. Foreman, Third Indian Home Guard. 

No. 0.—Maj. Henry Hopkins, Second Kansas Ca'sairy. 

No. 7.—Capt. Edgar A. Barker, Second Kansas Cavalry. 

No. 8.—Col. Chailes R. Jennison, Filteenth Kansas Cavalry. 

No. 9.—Capt. Curtis .Johnson, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalr> . 

No. 10.—Maj. Gen. Samuel B. Maxey, C. S. Army, (‘ommanding Distnel of Indiati Ter¬ 
ritory. 

No. 11.—Brig. Gen. Douglas II. Cooi^er, C. S. Army, commanding liidmii J )i\ ision. 

No. 12.—Brig. Gen. Stand Watie, V. S. Army, commanding* Fiist Indian Brigade. 

No. 13.—Brig. Gen. Richard M. Gano, C. S. Ai my, commanding 1>riga<le. 

No, 14.—Congratulatory Orders. 


No. 1. 


Beport of Maj. Oeo. Hamnd TL Gurtis^ LL 8. Army, vommamVirg De¬ 
partment of Kannan. 


Fort Leaven worth, Sepiemher ^0, :lsoi. 

The farther advance of rebels toward our department is attested by 
the taking a train by 1,500 of Stand Watie^s men at Cabin Creek, 
KSixty miles this side of Fort Gibson. Two hundrt^d and two wagons, 
live ambulances, forty artillery horses, and 1,253 mules wore captured. 
General Thayer, commanding that district, rcH^ently in formed me Ids 
communication with his comnuuider (General Steele) was cut olf, which 
corroborates the report that forces had also crossed betweem Litt-le Koek 
and Fort Smith. 


Major-General Hose(^rans, 

Gommancling Jhpartment of the MinHOurL 


S. il. CURTIS, 

MuJor-OnieruL 


No. 2. 


Beport of Maj. Qen. George 8ylces, IT. 8. Army, eommandlng Disirief 

of Soidh Kansas^ 

Headquarters District of South Kansas, 

8eptember J95,1RG4. 

Sir: I forward for the information of the major-general eommanding 
reports of the recent disaster at Cabin Creek:' 

From the letters of Major Foreman and Colonel Williams it appears 
that the rebels have retired toward Arkansas, probably hastened by 
the force under the latter officer. In view of these fa(ds i do not appre- 
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hend an immediate attack on Fort Scott, and from the accounts of 
Major Boss, district inspector, just fi‘om that post, it is doubtful whether 
Price is at Cane Hill. Unless the general has given instructions about 
the train which is to leave Fort Scott on "^Vednesclay next, 1 think it 
can reach the sui)porting force from Fort Gibson without molestation, 
and had therefore better be permitted to start. Ten companies, 300 
stragglers, and a section of artillery will accompany it. I desire a 
telegraphic reply in order that L may give such instructions by to-mor¬ 
row’s mail to Colonel Jennison as may seem proper. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. SYKES, 

Major-Genera /, Go m ma nd t ng. 


Major OiiARLOT, 

Assktant Adjictant-Genemly Department Headqiuirterti, 


No. 3. 


Report of OoL James M, Williams^ Seventy-ninth U. N, Colored Troops, 

Headquarters Troops in the Field, 

Fryork Greel\ t^eptemher 20^ lS6i. 

I arrived here at 11 a. m. yesterday, and met the advance of Gano 
and Stand Watie’s command, consisting of 13,300 men with six pieces. 
The enemy had captured the train and post at Cabin Creek in the 
morning, and were returning with their booty (this information is from 
a ])risoner). My command (all infantry and artillery) was completely 
exhausted, having marched eighty-two miles in the last forty-six hours, 
carrying their knapsacks. 1 immediately formed my line and prepared 
to give -battle. Skirmishing was kept up until 4.30 p. m., when the 
enemy’s line came within range oi'my Parrott guns, and I soon drove 
them back and <*ontinued skirmishing until dusk, and bivouacked in 
line of battle on the held. This morning the enemy has disappeared, 
it is su])])osed across the Verdigris. Had my troops been fresh 1 think 
1 could have recaptured the train; as it was, 1 was unable to move 
without rest. Major Foreman will come on to Neosho to guard the 
other train, which please forward at once as we need it very much. I 
shall fall back to Flat Bock to-day, unless 1 get further information of 
the enemy. 

Very respectfully, 

J. M, WILLIAMS, 

Colonel^ Commanding 2'roops in the Field. 

Col. C. W. Blair. 


No. 1. 

Report of Capt, James II. Bruce^ Second Indian Home Guard. 

Mackey’s Lick, 0. N., tieptemher 14^ lS6i, 
Sir : This morning about 7 a. m. a large body of rebels, number not 
known, came within seven miles of this place and killed 1 nigger and 
ran one of Company F into camp. The rebels came from the west on 
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the 13th. Yesterday my scouts were over the Arkansas Eiver and dis¬ 
covered a rebel force at John Drew’s Licik. My men crossed a fresh 
trail of about forty men made on the llith near Drew’s Lick. As (^uiitk 
as T can get my Jiorses up I will try and lind out about tliis party 
above me. The same party, I think, killed an Indian on the 12th 
twenty miles above me on this river. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. II. BEUGE, 

Ca])tainj Commanding at Maclxei/\s /Salt- WorkSy 0. JY 
Ool. S. H. Wattles, 

Commanding Indian Brigade^ Fort GibsoHy C. N. 

p. s.—1 wish that tlie provost-marshal would send to this i)lace or 
put in the guard-house every one of my soldiers found in Gibson with¬ 
out proper authority. Good many sick here. 

J, HAEVEY BEUGE. 


No. 5. 


Report of Maj, John A, Forenuoiy Third Indian Home Guard, 


Gabin Greek, /September ;JOy 186L 
Sir: I have the honor to make the following report: 

The train has been captured on the 19th instant, one-half burned and 
the balance carried away. The destruction is complete. . (Jolonel Wil¬ 
liams, with his brigade, came upon them at Pryor’s Greek, and after 
an artillery duel, the en(uny retreated southw(\st. They crossed tiui 
Arkansas Eiver, strewing the road with quartermaster and commissary 
stores. On reaching this point I found Doctor Eitchie at his post, anil 
only for his remaining the wounded would have been murdered and the 
hospital sacked, all of which has been saved by his ])rompt and elhci<‘nt 
conduct. I will finish burying the dead to-morrow, and (‘Olhict such 
Government property that I find scattered, of whitdi I will report 
to-morrow. I will move on the 22d to the Neosho (Crossing. There I 
will await orders, expecting such from Port Scott, to escorting the 
next train down. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. EOEEMAN, 

Major Third Indian Home Guard, 


Gol. 0. W. Blair, 
Fort /Scotty Earn, 


No. 6. 

Reports of MaJ, Henry HopMnSy Second Kansas Cavalry, 

Fort Gibson, 0. N., September 22y 186L 
I would respectfully make and forward the following report: 

The supply train under my command having been n^paired and loaded 
at Fort Scott, Kans., I moved on the 12th of September with as much 
dispatch as the condition of the animals would permit for this place. 
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Oil leaving Fort Scott I sent orders to the commanding officei vS of sta¬ 
tions on the i\)ad between that post and this to thoroughly scout the 
country in their vicinity and notify me if the enemy be there and tlieir 
movements, and also to re'enforccme with as many troops as they could 
spare, b'eing iully convinced that the enemy intended an attack on the 
train at some point on the route between Scott and Gibson. The escort 
under my command numbered 2G0 men, composed of the following 
troops: Fifty men mounted and thirty dismounted of the Second Kansas 
Cavalry; sixty mounted and seventy dismounted men of the Fourteenth 
Kansas Cavalry, under command of Captain Stevenson, and ten mounted 
men and forty dismounted of tlie Sixth Kansas Cavalry, under command 
of Captain Ledger. The entire train numbered 300 wagons—205 Gov¬ 
ernment wagons, four Government ambulances, and ninety vsutler 
wagons, &c. On arriving at Baxter Springs, this force was increased 
to 300 men by the arrival of 100 Cherokee Indians, under command of 
one Avliite officer, First Lieutenant Waterhouse, Second Indian liegi- 
ment, and one Indian officer. Captain Ta-la-lah, Third Indian Kegiment, 
At this place I received a dis])at(*h from Col. C. W, Blah, commanding 
at Fort Scott, to the effect that General Price had crossed the Arkansas 
liiver at Dardanelle and was movingnorth. I forwarded this to (blonel 
Wattles at Fort Gibson and urgently re([nested him to forward without 
delay all the troops he could spare to re-enforce me, as I anticipated an 
attack from a heavier force than my present force could contend with 
successfully. 

Arriving at Hudson’s Crossing of the Keosho Eiver I ordered Lieu¬ 
tenant Waterhouse with his command to remain at that station, and 
moved with the rest of my command and train to Horse Creek, fifteen 
miles south. On the night of the 18th [17th |, at 12 o’clock, while camped 
at this place, fifteen miles north of Cabin Creek, I received a dispatch 
from the commanding officer at Gibson stating that the enemy were in 
force, niiinbering 1,200 or 1,500, with infantry, and moving in the di¬ 
rection of Cabin ('reck, and embodied in the dispatch was an order for 
me to move with all possible dis^iatch to Cabin (Jreek, and there await 
further orders to move the train. 1 immediately moved the train in 
double column and arrived at Cabin Creek at 0 a. in. on tbe 18th instant. 
Lieut. B.H. Whitlow, Third Indian, ivith 140 Cherokees, re-enforced me 
at this point, togeth(‘r with 170 Cherokees stationed at that point under 
command of Lieutenant Palmer, Second Indian Eegimeut. My entire 
force at this point numbered 120 mounted cavalry (white), 140 dis¬ 
mounted cavalry (white), and thirty mounted Olierokees and 330 dis¬ 
mounted; the entire force under my command numbering 010 white 
men and Indians. 

On arriving at Cabin ('r(‘ek, in the afternoon of the same day, I 
moved out fo the south of tliat point with twenty-five men of the 
Second Kansas Cavalry, under command of Caiitain Cosgrove, Second 
Kaiivsas Cavalry, ibr the purpose of ascertaining the position and force 
of the enemy. Moving south fr'om the station at Cabin Creek tbree 
miles, I found the enemy strongl;^ posted in a hollow on the prairie. 
Pickets were re-enforced and the train formed in a quarter circle, pre¬ 
paratory to an attack. At 12 o’(dock on the night of the 19th [18th] 
my j)ickets were driven in and the enemy reported advancing in forc(3. 
My lines were formed and the train was ordered to be parked in close 
order in rear of the stockade. At 1 o’clock [19thJ the enemy opened 
with artillery and small-arms and moved upon my lines with a yell. 
At that time information was received that the enemy numbered from 
000 to 800 men, and was not informed that they had any artillery until 
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it opened fire upon my lines. The (‘in‘my\s lines Min’C formed in a 
quarter circle covering’ my ri^tit and left liank, and the nearest esti¬ 
mate I could form of their niiinhers vas bot^^een :i,00() and 2,500 and 
four or six pieces of artillery. (They iiiimber(‘d not less than 2,000 at 
the very lowest estimate and four to six pieces of artillery, some of 
them rifled guns.) The enemy formed in two lines with mounted men 
in the first line and dismounted in the rear line, a few paces in roar of 
the first. Two pieces of their artillery were posted in our immediate 
front and two pieces oiiposite the right flank, making a (*ross-fire on 
my line and the train. At the first charge of the enemy the teamsters 
and wagon-masters, with but very few exceptions, stanqjeded, taking 
with them one or more mules out of each wagon, leaving their trains 
and going in the direction of Fort Scott. This rendered it impossibh'v 
to move any iiortion of the train. The enemy was held in check from 
1 a. m. by about 400 of my men until 7.30 o’clock, when they advanced 
upon my line, planting their artillery within 100 yards of our position, 
and our forces were compelled to fall ba(*k in disorder, leaving the train, 
excepting a few wagons and an ambulance that immediately moved 
back on the Fort Scott road across Cabin Creek. T encouraged the men 
to hold out until daylight, at which time I was in ho])(iS Major Fore¬ 
man, Third Indian Eegiment, with six companies of Indians and two 
howitzers would arrive and atta(*k the enemy in tlu‘ rear. In order to 
move the tr^iin across the creek to a more r<‘mote ])osition, I made 
every eftbrt to rally the teamsters and wagon-masters, and whih^. 
attempting to accomplish this tlu^ enemy swung around my right flank 
and took possession of the road in our r<‘ar, rendering all efibrts to 
move the train useless. On seeing this, 1 collected all the scatteriM 
troops possible together and moved in the direction cast ol* Cabin (h'cek, 
on Grand Fiver, where I was in hoi)es of Jniuii'g* Alajor Foreman, and 
if possibleretake a portion of the train. Ai ihiC'ghi I sent amess(‘ng(‘r 
to the commanding ofiicer at llmlson’s Crossing of the Neosho Jviver 
to immediately join me with his entire force, ami in doing so he would 
protect any parties or part of the train that might havc^ fallen back in 
that direction. Finding it impossible to join Major Fonnnaii, I s(‘nt a 
messenger to the commanding oificcu* at Gibson informing him that the 
ti‘ain had been captured, and I immediately marched for that])lacc and 
arrived there on the morning of the 21st at 7 a. m. 

I exi)ected Major Foreman to join me on the morning oi‘ the attack, 
but I find he was not within forty-five miles of my position at the time 
the enemy moved upon me. The force sent under (Jol. rl. M. Williams 
I knew nothing of until my arrival at Gibson. I sent four messeng(U‘s 
to Gibson, calling for re-enforcements, two of whom were cut off and 
captured, and consequently were not received by the (commanding oWivev 
at the post, but every effort was made on his i)art to hurry up to my 
assistance all the force he (*ould possibly spare. I was not ap])risecl 
that the enemy had more than 1,200 to 1,500 men, and did not expect 
they had any artillery, until they opened it upon my line at 10 o’cjlock 
in the morning. The night xuevious to the attack it was my under¬ 
standing that Major Foreman, with 300 Indians and two mountain 
howitzers, would camp within nine or ten miles of the post at Cabin 
Creek and move on to re-enforce me at daylight next morning. It is 
my opinion that the enemy did not get away with more than 75 or 100 
wagons, including Government wagons, sutler wagons, and ambulances. 
The remainder wen^ destroyed at Cabin Creek. Great credit is dm^ 
the commanding officer at Gibson in forwarding re-enforccunents, and 
also to all the officers and men under my command throughout theen- 
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tire engagement for tlieir bravery and gallant conduct. Lieut. CL AV. 
Smitli, adjutant Tbirteentli Kansas Infantry, rendered throughout the 
entire engagement very efficient service and prompt action. It is at 
this time impossible to forward the number of killed, wounded, and 
imsoners, but will forward as soon as possible the result. Lieut. Ool. 
J. B. Wheeler, Thirteenth Kansas Infantry, was on the field with meat 
the opening of the engagement. Three men of the Second Kansas Cav¬ 
alry, taken prisoners two days before they attacked me, have just es¬ 
caped from them, but at diffierenttimes, and rei)ort their forces at from 
4,000 to 5,000 and six pieces of artillery, Croneral Cano commanding. 
Very respectfully, 

HEKliY HOPKINS, 

Major Second Kcotaas CavaJnj, 


Fort Gibson, 0. N., JSrptrmhrr iSdJ, 

Brig. Gen. L. Thomas, 

AdjutanPGeyieral U. S. Army^ Washingion^ 7>. C.: 

General : I have the honor to herewith transmit the iiudosed re])ort 
of the engagement at the station on Cabin Creek, a point sixty miles 
north of Fort Gibson, 0. N., on the morning of the l^Oth [lOth] of Se])- 
tember, 1864. I would also report that J lost all my official corre¬ 
spondence, copies of my returns of all Government property and com¬ 
missions, and all muster-rolls. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient seivant, 

HENKY IIOPKINH, 

Major Second KannuH Cavalry. 

Fort-Gibson, C. N., ^ejpicmbcr ^^5, iWi. 

General: 1 have the honor to make the following report: 

Llaving charge of a sup])ly train from Fort Smith, Ark., to Fort 
Scott, Kans., and on arrival at that post having loaded it, Imovedfrom 
that point for Fort Smith, Aik., via Fort Gibson, ('. N., on the morning 
of September 12, 1864. J^Iy escort at the time of heaving Fort Scott, 
Kans., numbered 260 men, composed of the following troops: Fifty 
mounted and thirty dismounted men of the Seeoild Kansas Cavalry, 
under Gapt. P. (Josgrove, Second Kansas Cavalry; ten mounted and 
forty dismounted men of the Sixth Kansas ('avalry, under command of 
Captain Ledger, Sixth Kansas (^avalry, and sixty mounted and seventy 
dismounted men of the Pourteenth Kansas Cavalry, under command of 
Captain Ste^^enson, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry. The entire train 
numbered 300 wagons, as follows: 205 Government wagons; 4 Gov¬ 
ernment amlnilances, ami 1)1 sutler wagons, &c. At Baxter Springs, 
sixty miles south of Fort Scott, Kans., 1 was re-enforced by Captain 
Ta-la-lah, Third Endian Begiment, with fifty Chei okee Indian troops from 
Fort Gibson, C. N. At this ])oint I received a dispatiffi from Col. C. W. 
Blair, commanding post at Fort Scott, Kans., that General Steele, com¬ 
manding at Little Eock, Ark., had telegraphed him to the effect that 
the rebel General Price had crossed the Arkansas Itiver at a point mid¬ 
way between Fort Smith and Little Kock with a force of 5,000, and was 
moving north. I immediately forwarded this dispatch to Col. S. H. 
Wattles, commanding at Fort GibKSon, C. N., and requested him to re¬ 
enforce me with all the troops he could spare at the earliest possible 
moment, as I anticipated an attack from a heavier force of rebels than 

49 R R—VOL XLl, X>T X 
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my present escort could successfully contend with, and at the same time 
protect a train of 300 wagons, and that from the most reliable informa¬ 
tion I could get it was their intention to make that attack at some point 
north of Fort Clibson, 0. N. J dispatched four messengers at diherent 
times, and from different points, urgently avsking for re-enforcements j 
but I am fully satisfied two of said messengers were captured by the 
enemy. 

On the night of September 18 [17], at 12 clock, while encamped at a 
point seventy miles north of Fort Oibson, 0.17., 1 received orders from 
the commanding officer there, Col. S. II. Wattles, to move with all pos¬ 
sible haste fifteen miles south to the station on Cabin Creek, and there 
await further orders from him. lie dispatched also that the rebels were 

I, 200 or 1,500 strong, with infantry, and moving, as he thought, with 
the intention of attacking the train. He also informed me that, in ad¬ 
dition to 140 Indian trooi>s he had ordered to join me, he had order(‘d MaJ. 

J. A. Foreman, Third Indian licgiment, with six comi)anies and a sec¬ 
tion of mountain howitzers, to my assistance, and would meet me at 
the station on Cabin Creek. I immediately moved the train as orderc^d, 
arriving at the station on Cabin Creek at 0 a. m. on the 10th |lSth| of 
September. At this point I was joined by Lieut. 1>. 11. Whitlow, Third 
Indian Eegiment, with 140 Cherokees and Creeks, and the force at the 
station under Lieutenant Palmer, Second Indian Eegiment, numbering 
170 Cherokees, increasing my escort at that x>iiice to 010 men, whites 
and Indians. It was impossible here to obtain information as to the 
position and force of the (uiemy. On the afternoon of the same day of 
my arrival at Cabin Cre(^k Station I moved south of the station three 
miles with twenty five Second Kansas Cavalry, under command of Capt. 
[hitrick Cosgrove, Second Kansas ('avalry, for the ])urpose of as(‘ertain- 
ing the position and force of the enemy, and found them at this distance 
from the station strongly posted in a deep hollow on the prairi<», but 
could not form an approximate idea of their vstrength. JVly ])ieket s Avere 
doubled and the train formed in a quarter circle on a good ])oiut near 
the stockades, preparatory to an attack. 

At 12 o’clo(*k on the night of the I9th [18th j ol* September my pi(*kets 
were driven in, and the enemy reported advancing in force. My lim^s 
were immediately formed, and the train ordered to be parked iii (ilos<^. 
order in rear of the stockade. At 1 o^clock in the morning 119th| the 
enemy opened Avith artillery and wsmall-arms, and moved ui)on my lines 
AAdth a yell. At this time it was reported that the enemy weiH^ 000 or <S00 
strong, and they were in close inoximity before tluur lines (*ould be seen, 
and I AA'as not intormed that they had any artillery until it Avas opened 
npon my lines. The enemy^s lines Arere ibrmed in a <j(uarter cir(*le, cover¬ 
ing my right aiul left fiank, and the nearest estimate I could form oi‘ their 
numbers was betAveen 2,000 and 2,500 men, Avith from four to sixi)ieces 
of ai'tillery, sojiie of them rilled guns. Tlie enemy formc<l in two liiuvs, 
with piounted men in the first and dismounted men in the second, a 
few paces in rear of the first line. Two pieces of their artillery weiv 
posted ill oiu’ immediate front and two pieces opposite my right Hank, 
making a cross-fire on my lines and the train. At th(^ first fire of the 
enemy the teamsters and wagon-masters, with but very few exceptions, 
stampeded, taking Avith them one or more mules out of each wagon, 
leaving their teams, and going in the direction ofH^'ort l8cott, Kans. 
This rendered it impossible to move any part of the train. The enemy 
was held in check with about 400 of my men from 1 o^clockto 7.30 a. m., 
when they advanced upon my lines, planting their artillery Avitlun 100 
yai*Us of my position I and our forces were compelled to fall back in 
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disorder, leaving* the train, with the exception of a few wagons and an 
ambulance that moved back on the Eort Scott road. I encouraged my 
men to hold out until daylight, at which time I was in hopes Major 
Foreman with six companies and two howitzers would arrive and 
attack the enemy m the rear. In order to move the train across the 
creek to a more remote position, I made every effort to rally the team¬ 
sters and wagon-masters, and while attempting to accomplish this the 
enemy swung around my right dank and took possession of the road in 
my rear, rendering all efforts to move the train useless. 

On seeing this I collected all the troops it was possible together and 
moved in a direction easr of Cabin Creek, on Grand Eiver, where 1 was 
in hopes of joining Major Foreman, and, if possible, retake the train or 
a portion of it. At daylight I sent orders to the commanding officer at 
the crossing of the Heosho Eiver (thirty miles north of my position, on 
the Fort Scott and Fort Gibson military road) to immediately join me 
with his entire force, and in doing so he would give protection to any 
portion of the train or command that may have fallen back in that 
direction. Finding it impossible to join Major Foreman, X sent a mes¬ 
senger to the commanding officer at Fort Gibson informing him that 
the train had been captured, and I immediately marched for that place, 
arriving on the morning of the 21st September, at 7 a. m. I expected 
Major Foreman with his force to join me on the morning of the attack 
at daylight, but, I tind, he was not within forty-five miles of my 
position at the time the enemy moved upon me. I was not apprised 
that the enemy’s force exceeded 1,200 oi* 1,500 men until they attacked 
me. The enemy desti’oyed most of the train, and did not take from the 
field to exceed 80 or 100 wagons. Lieut. Col. J. B. Wheeler, Thirteenth 
Kansas Infantry, was on the field at the oijcning of the engagement. 
Prisoners escaping repoit the force of the enemy at the time of the 
engagement 5,000 strong, Avith six pieces of artillery. Generals Gano 
an<l Watic conuminding. I lost in killed, wounded, and missing not 
to exceed 55 men. 

Great credit is due to the commanding officer at Gibson in forward¬ 
ing re-eulbrcemeiits, and also to all officers and soldiers under my com¬ 
mand throughout the entire engagement for their bravery and gallant 
conduct. 

Lieut. G. W. Smith, adjutant Thirteenth Kansas Yolunteers, ren¬ 
dered during the entire march from Fort Scott and the engagement 
very efficient service and iirompt action. 

£ am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

IIENEY HOPKINS, 

Major iSocoud Kayims Oamlry, 

Brig. Gen. L. Thomas, 

Adjutant-General U. N, Army. 


No. 7. 

Keport of Capt. JMgar A. Barker^ J^econd Kansas Cavalry. 

Fort Gibson, 0. N., t^eptemher 20^ 186i. 

General : I have the honor to report that on the evening of the 18th 
[16th] instant, while guarding a hay loarty on the prairie, fifteen miles 
west of Fort Gibson, C. N., with detachments of Second Kansas Cavalry 
and First Kansas Colored Infantry,^ amounting in the aggregate to 125 
effective men, I received information from my scouts of an advance 
made by the enemy, at that time reported 200 strong, in the directiou 
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of my cami). I immediately formed my men on a raviuo in tlie rear of 
my camp, iu the inost advantageous ]>osition, to repel an attack or pro¬ 
tect the hay, and, taking a squad of mounted men with me (the rest of 
the cavalry being dismounted), ])roceeded to reconnoitei* for tlie enemy, 
and find out their number and designs. I met them about two miles 
from my camp, 1,000 or 1,500 vStrong, with six pieces of artillery. 1 
immediately fell back, skirmishing with their advance, which made 
several unsuccessful attempts to cut me off from my camp; after 
reaching which I dismounted my men and phumd them in the ravine 
with the others, which was no sooner accomplished than the main body 
of the enemy ai)peared and attacked me Irom five difierent x)oints, their 
infantry line moving up to within 200 yards, while their cavalry made 
thr(^e distinct charges, but were each time handsomely rci)idsed by the 
colored infantry and dismounted cavalry. After fighting them lor half 
an hour, and finding myself completely overwhelmed and surrounded, 
and my position every moment becoming more and more untenable, I 
determined to charge them with my mounted men, and order the in¬ 
fantry and dismounted cavalry to make the best of their way to tlie 
Grand Eiver timber, about a mile distant. Mounting my men and 
selecting the Aveakest ]mint in their 4in(‘s, 1 made at them with a msh 
they could not withstand, and succeeded in cutting my way through, 
vith a loss of all but tiiteen men. The Avhoh^ force of the enemy then 
charged into my cam]), capturing all of the Avhite soldiers remaining 
there, and killing all the colored soldiers they (*ould liud. Only four 
out of thirty-scAam of them succeeded in making their es<iape. The 
enemy captured and destroyed all of my cam]) and garrison C(|uipage, 
company books, and papers of every descri])tion i)<*rtaining to my <*()m 
Xiany. Also a quantity of ordnance and ordnance stores, and 25 head 
of public horses, for whi(*h t Avas responsible. Also 12 U. H. mul(‘S and 
2 ()-mule Avagons and harness, which Avere in my x>o«!»cssion. About 
1,000 tons of hay Avere burned, together Avith all the mowing machincss, 
wagons, &c., belonging to the hay contractors. My Avhole loss is 40 
killed; wounded, missing, and ])risoners, 00. T am very much ind(d)ted 
to Lieuts. P. W. Straw and John G. Miller, Second Kansas Gavalry, 
and Lieutenant Sutherland, First Kansas Colored Infantry, as Avell as 
the Avliole command, for the alacrity and Avillingncss with Avhich they 
obeyed and executed my orders. 

The rebels Avere commanded by Brig. Gen. ll. M. (Jano, and (‘onsisted 
of Be Morse’s, Gurley’s, Hardeman’s, and Martin’s Texas n^giinents, 
HoAA^ell’s Texas battery (Avhich Avas not used in tln^. engagement), and 
500 Cherokee and Creek Indians, under Brig. Gen. Stand Watie. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. A. BARK EE, 

(Uq)tai7i, Hecond Juotsati Camdnj^ Gomdg^ C Vimqxmy, 
Adjutanx-Genekal U. S. Army, 

J>. Y/. 


2 ^ 0 . 8 . 

Report of Gol. GharJes E, Jenniaon^ Fifteenth Kansas Gavalry. 

Hdqrs. First Sub-Distriot, South Kansas, 
l7i the Fields Fort Scott, Southern Kansas, September 22, i604. 
Sir; I have the honor to transmit herewith the first reliable detailed 
account of the recent disaster to our larms ou Cabin Creek; soutliAvcst 
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of this post, resulting in the cai)ture of a large supply train and the 
total rout and destruction of the escort: 

From all sources, hut more particularly the statement by C^aptain Cos¬ 
grove, of the Second Kansas Yolunteer Oavahy, 1 am enabled to gain 
the following partl(*nlars of the affair: On the night of the 18th [17thJ 
instant Major Hopkins, Se(*ond Kansas Cavalry, in command of detach 
inents of the Second, Sixth, and Fourteenth, a total of about 300 men, 
es(*orting train to Forts Gibson and Smith, received a disijatch from 
Colonel Wattles to make all x)ossible ex]redition to Cabin Creek and 
i‘emain there until re-enfoived, as a large rebel force was marching on 
his command- Major Jlo])kins with his command rea(*hed Cabin Creek 
about 12 o’clock on the 19th [18th] from Horse Cieek, at which i)oint 
the dispatch from Colonel Wattles was received. Immediately there¬ 
after a second comniuni(*ation was received from Colonel Watties noti¬ 
fying Major IIo])kins that he would be re-enforced by Major Foreman 
with six coinx)anies of (*avalry and two howitzers. About 4 p. m. the 
commanding officer at Cabin Creek notified Majo]* Hopkins that his 
scouts had seen a rebel Ibrce, apx^arently about 100 strong, when the 
maiior in x)erson with a detachment of twenty men started to ascertain 
the (correctness of the report. One liian was seen on the prairie, a 
lieutenant of an Indian regiment, who was followed to the xneket-lines 
of a large body of troops i)osted in the timber. This force being too 
strong to attack the detachment fell hack on the main command with 
the train. The wagons were immediately corralled and Major no])kins 
began his x)rex>arations for defense. 

At 11.30 o’clock the pickets were driven in and reported that the 
i*<d)els were advancing. The major then formed the escort in line of 
battle and directed (Captain Cosgrove, Avith twenty-two men,tore-en- 
foire the ])i(*k(d-])ost which had rexmited the advance, accomx)anyiiig 
the detachment himself. Captain Cosgrove reports that he rode some 
little distance ahead of the (*ominaiid and almost to the ivbd lines be¬ 
fore being aware of his ])roximity tluTeto. He tlienivtired and informed 
the major that the rebels WQve forming in line of battle. Captain Cos¬ 
grove was then directed to ])lace his (letachment in ]>ositiou on a vsmull 
mound near ])y, and observe their movements wKile skirmishing with 
them as long as x)ossible. The rebels continued to advance until the line 
arrived within speaking distance, when a conversation substantially as 
follows [o('(*urredj between (Hii)tain Cosgrove and the commanding 
<)ffi(*er of the rebels, the latter asking Ca]>tain Cosgrove .what his men 
w(‘re. The ca])taiu answered, Federals,” and asked a vsiinilar ques¬ 
tion, which w'as answen^d, ^‘Reb(4s, hy God!” 

Oonfedcn'ate. Wlio is your commander'?” 

Oaptaiu Gosgrove. ^^A Fed. Who is yours?” 

Oonlederate. ‘‘A mixture. Will you protc^ct a flag of triune?” 

(Va])tain Cosgrove. “I will tell you in a short time.” 

Oaptaiu Cosgrove then informed Major Hox>kinsof the interview and 
was (lire(4ed to rec(^ive the flag. Upon being informed of the decisiou 
the rebel commander retimied no answ'^cr, but his line advanced, flank-« 
ing Captain Cosgrove’s detachment on either flank. NTot receiving an 
answer, Oa])tain Cosgrove directed his xhekets to fire on the advancing 
line. The lire w^'as rehmied and the rebels charged with a yell, though 
no shot w^as fired until the order was given by the rebel commandex'. 
The mules of the train were soon stampeded by the fire of the rebel 
artillery, which opened on our line at 150 yards’ distaucc, the fire being 
continued until our troox>s retreated in disorder. Caxitain Cosgrove 
states that he does not knoxv where Major Iloifldiis Avas at the time 
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but thinks lie was cutoff from the command. The Indians then re¬ 
tired to the stockade, upon which the rebels opened with the artillery, 
soon compelling the evacuation of the stockade. Tlie captain reports 
that while retreating they could plainly see the hay burning at Cabin 
Creek; there was about i0,000*tous of it. It is the general impression 
of ])arties who have returned that the rebel force was a portion oi* 
Stand Watie’s command, and that the noted rebel was present in per¬ 
son. The attacking foiH'C is supposed to have numbered betw(Mm 2,000 
and P>,000, all welf armed and divseiplined, and making very effective 
use of their artillery. The most stremuous efforts were made by the 
rebels to get the train off, but as yet no positive intelligence has been 
L‘e(*eived of their success or failure. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. n. JEmiSON-, 

Colonelj Comdff. JF'inf Kansas. 

Oa])t. (tKOUOE H. IIAWPTON, 

Assistaiil Adjniant-Oeneralj DIsiriH J^outh /u(ns<(s. 


No. 0. 


Reports of Capt. Curtis Johnson^ Fifteenth Juoisas (Uivalrij. 


Uixius. Oo. E, Eiftkentti ItnuT. Kans. Vol. Oav., 

(hage Catholic Mission^ Kans.j September 0^6f. 


Sth: I have the honor to forward the following details of the late 
raid, as far as can be leariuHl from those arriving at this post: 

The entire train, with all the animals ex(*ept a few ridden away by 
=itragglers, has been captur(‘d and all the es(*()rt killed, as they took no 
prisoners. The main body of the enemy was composed of Cherokee 
Indians, and after capturing part of the train, in whi(*h w(^re sutleiV 
wagons, they procured liquor, and after becoming intoxicated slaugh¬ 
tered indiscriminately. The latCwSt news received is up to a short time 
xfter daylight yesterday morning, when the rebids nmde their third 
md final cliarge. They are known positively to have two regiments 
)f infantry, four pieces of artillery, and the number of (*avalry unknown, 
nit must be considerable. Sliortly after daylight this morning I dis- 
latched a scout southward under Lieutenant ISmith, and at the same 
ime a wagon with rations for those coming up on foot, and tlu^ wounded, 
)f which I learn there are a number. Captain Jjedger, Conqiany L, 
Sixth Kansas, with twelve men <*harg(Hl the rebel liattery as a dernier 
'•Gssorf, and fell within fifteen feet of the muzzle of one of their i)ie<*cs, 
)oth horse and rider being eonqiletely riddled with balls. 1 shall d(^- 
mn all soldiers who have arms until the danger is ])assed, and shall 
leep out pickets and scouts until I find the location of the (memy. It 
s reported that Major Forimian was within eight miles of ihe train at 
he time of the capture with six companies from Fort CHbsou ‘and hav- 
ng two pieces of artillery. I shall await the result of his (Lxpiidition 
«dtb anxiety and will inform you at once of any news received. Sliouhl 
aiything occur between this and sundown, 1 will forward partiiuihirs 
►er special messenger. Limitenant Wallingford, Company A, FiftiHmtb 
Cansas Volunteer Cavalry, has arrived at this post. 

I remain, sir, very respc^ctfully, your obedient servant,* 

CIJKTI8 JOnNHON, 


Captain^ Conmandiny Company. 

Lieut. W. H. Moriits, 

Acting Post Adjniani, JfvmboldL 
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IIdqrs. Company E, Fifteenth Kansas Vol. Cavalry, 

Osage Gatliolic Mission^ Kans,^ )Septe7nher 20^ 1864. 

Sir ; I have the honor to forward the following additional particnlars 
of the late raid: 

Both officers and men have been constantly arriving here during the 
day. All soldiers with arms I detain. There are now nearly eighty of 
the latter here. It is my intention, as Soon as Lieutenant Smith returns, 
if he reports favorably, to take my company and go to Cabin Creek 
with transportation after the wounded, leaving my camp in charge of 
some one of the commissioned officers now here, and detain all strag¬ 
glers that may arrive, which, in addition to those already here, will 
I'cnder my camp secure while my company is in the face of the enemy. 

The latest news received is up to 9 o’clock yesterday morning, when 
finding themselves completely surrounded and exposed to a withering 
fire, those yet on the field cut their way thinugh and escaped. Lieu; 
tenant Clark, Fourteenth Kansas (now here), cut his way through witll 
six men, losing one, and bringing five safely into camp. Captain Ledgei', 
Sixth Kansas, who was reported killed, arrived here a short time since. 
All who witnessed it, speak in terms of the highest praise of his daring 
charge at the head of twelve men upon the rebel battery. 

The following is a list of the officers now at this post: Capt. 11. P. 
Ledger, Company L, Sixth Kansas; Capt. Thomas Stevenson, Com¬ 
pany II, Fourteenth Kansas; Capt. J. W. Duff*, Company M, Sixth 
Kansas; Lieut. W. H. Kendall, Company B, Second Indian; Lieut. 
Benj. n. Whitlow, Company H, TMrd Indian; Lieut. A. F. Bicking, 
Comi)any A, First Indian; Lieut. W. B. Clark, Company E, Four¬ 
teenth Kansas; Lieut. W. P. Phillips, Company B, Second Kansas; 
Lieut. E. W. Lucas, Company G, Sixth Kansas; Lieut. Levi F. Stewart, 
Company I, Sixth Kansas; Lieut. J. Brooks, Company M, Sixth Kansas. 

Several of the above-named officers will proceed to Fort Scott to¬ 
morrow. 

Lieutenant Jennings, Company D, Fourteenth Kansas, is supposed 
to have been captured, and is reported by officers now here as being iii 
a state of beastly intoxication when lavSt seen on the field. 

In conclusion I have the honor to request that you will inform the 
commanding officer that any re-enforcements for this post will be most 
thankfully received. 

CIJBTIS JOnKSOK, 
Gapfafn^ Go^mnanding Company. 

Lieut. W. IT. Morris, 

Acting Post Adjnia^if^ Htmholdf,'Kans. 


Hbqrs. Company E, Fifteenth Kansas Yol. Cavaery, 

Osage GathoUc Missmi, Kans., Septe^nber 25^ 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to forward the following details in relation to 
the late raid: 

On Tuesday, 20th instant, 2 a. m.,messenger arrived from Cabin Creek, 
rei)ortiug train captured. By 8 o’clock Tuesday stragglers began to 
arrive, confirming first report. Officers who had arrived earnestly 
requested me to send subsistence and transportation forward for the 
relief of the wounded. I dispatched Lieutenant Smith with a detach¬ 
ment and a wagon with rations. During Tuesday p. m. they continued 
to arrive in large numbers, and were i)Ositive that scores on the road 
would be overtaken and moi'dered if not assisted. Wednesday morning 
I placed Lieutenant Brooks, of the Sixth Kansas, in command of all 
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SI i‘n at tliis post, and at tlie earnest solicitation of all offlcci^s pres¬ 
ent started for tlie scene of disaster witli my company, a detachment 
of the Thii’d Wisconsin, and some Osage braves, who had volunteered 
as scouts and guides, taking two wagons with rations and forage. 
Scores were met on Wednesday. Wednesday night encamped on the 
Keosho, six miles above mouth of La Bette. At 2 a. in. Thursday messen¬ 
ger arrived with order to return. By 3.30 a. m. was on the i*oad to Mis¬ 
sion. Main body with teams arrived in camp at 11 a. in. bringing in 
over twenty sufferers. 1 have succeeded in saving, besides the lives of 
those nearly famished, several thousand dollars’ worth of Govcrnnunit 
property. I got five mules yesterday brought in by Osages, whom I 
jiromised coffee and vsugar for all property lirought in. Two men fi'om 
Companies 0 and G, Second Kansas, (‘ame in yesterday from tlie 
Arkansas Kiver. They Avere taken prisomn's at Flat Uo(*k, brougiit by 
the rebels within four miles of the battle-field at Cabin thvek, and taken 
south after the (‘apture of the train and made their escajie at th(‘ 
crossing of the Arkansas. They report as follows: 

The rebel force was composed of the Seventh, Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth, 
and Thirty-first Eegiments Texas Cavalry, two Creek and one Seminole 
regiment, and a six-gun battery. They attacked tlu^ iorce at Flat lvO(*k 
on Friday, having iircviomsly murdered the two (*om])anies of negroes 
wstatinned below. James M. Carlton, Comiiany C, Second Kansas, one 
of the escaped iirisoners mentioned above, re])orts Cor])!. Robert Hamp¬ 
ton, Privates James TI. JDavis, James Ledgewood, Bailey Duval, and 
Marion Thomjison missing and su])])osed killed^ ScTgIs. John Q. 
Farmer, (f. Gugler, and James M. Kance, Oorpl. Andrew W. Davis, 
Privates Peter Smith, William Stubblefield, Prank Thomas, Ezra Ben 
son, Jacob Milliman, David Beigert, John Van Dorn, Thomas riick(\y, 
Amos Taylor, and John M. Taylor prisoners; Private William Pinegcn* 
wounded and iirisonerj all of C()m])any i\ Se(*ond Kansas. Ih'ivate 
Louis Hammer, Company G, Second Kansas, tln^ other esca))ed ]>ris- 
oiier, reports Sergeant McDougal and Private Smith kilhal; Siwgt. 
John Tuxvson and Private A. Frank Corbin wounded and privsoners; 
First Lieutenant Straw, Second Lieutenant Miller, Sergts. A. tJackson 
Hanna, and John Bousfield, Cor])ls. Frank White, (dark, and William 
T. Ainsworth, Privates Fuller, Riner Yelkin, John Harmon, James 
Mahoney, Dean, Henry Whiteday, Goodwin, Jhirker, and Edward B. 
Test prisoners. The rebels took over tlu^ Arkansas about 150 [irison- 
ers, 100 being soldiers, the remainder citizcms and teamsters. They 
left Perryville, Ark., on Tiu^sday, — instant, Avith four days’ rations. 
A portion of the Ibn^e Avas from Boggy D(^])ot, Ark. They had fiv(^ 
negro soldiers jirisoners, the remainder they killed, some thirty in num¬ 
ber. Of the citizens taken prisoners Mr. Twist, Mr. Martin (hay (*on- 
tractor), and Mr. Bea(*h and tamily (the lattiT released and set at lil)- 
erty), are mentioned. The rebels arrived at the Arkansas crossing on 
Tuesday evening, when they were met by (i-eneral Cooper with another 
force to assist them over with the fruits of their expedition and <*over 
their retreat to Perryville, They effected the crossing about 10 o’clock 
Tuesday night. The above named es(*ai)<Hl ])risoners report tin* ridiels 
highly elated at their su<*cess. A teamster from below lias jnst eome 
in, having been Avithont food sinee last Hunday, a we(dc to-day. He 
has been lying in the timber mostly, being afraid to venture out. 

1 remain, eoloiiel, very resp(H*tfully, your olxHlient siuvant, 

cuims JOHNSON, 
Gapiahi, GommmuUng CompuHy. 

Lieut. Col. GEonuE H. Hoyt, 

Flfteenih KcnmiH Vohmteer Cavalry, 
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Xo. 10. 

Eeportti of MaJ. Gen. Hamvel B. Maxeif., G. Armi/, eomnuinding Dis¬ 
trict of Indian Territory. 

nEAE(,)TrARTERS DISTRICT OP INDIAN TERRITORY, 

Fort TowHon^ G. X., ISeptember :/6, ISGl. 

(xENERAL: 1 lierewitli iiK*lovse a letter^ received last nigiit froiiiCTeii- 
eral Dooper containing sonic important intbrniation as well as the out¬ 
line of tlic nioA^t^ Clano and Watic arc now on, as sIioami by <*opy of 
(Tcneral Gano’s letter forwarded yesterday. 1 r("spectfully <*all your 
attention to tlu^ outline of campaign for this district as draAvn by me 
eJune 27 last. L liave long* thought that movements of this kind were 
most valuabh^ for this district. I (*all your attention to General Cooper’s 
suggestion that the whole of the Indian division go on this move Avith 
Watie to Kansas. Several days ago I directed General Cooper to 
increase Watie’s for(*(‘, if lie <*ould spare the men from the rest of the 
division. As this is a ])ropositioii Watie made, 1 have not thought it 
advisable to send the Avliole Indian force, RvS In^ might legard himself 
overslaughed on his own proposition, but expressed the o])inioTi to 
General Coojier that the troojis organized for the new Creek brigade 
might be S])arecl ibr this enterprise. Wo it is, these moA^ements in niy 
opinion will be more A^aluable (and moves similar) in this distiict than 
any that could be made by this command elsewhere. I would be glad 
to know as early as x)ra(*tioable the part we will have to play. 

YeiT resiieetiully, general, your obedient servant, 

S. B. MAXEY, 
Major-General^ (Commanding. 

Brig*. Gen. W. li. Bogg-s, 

Chief of ^Staff., i^hrerejmrt., La. 

It Avill be obseiwed that the move of Gano and W^atie is a dash that 
will not interfere AGth the main moA^e of Watie to Kansas. 

W. P>. M. 


Headquarters District op Indian Territory', 

Fort Toipson^ G. N., Bejptemher 186^. 

General: I lun^e the honor to inclose official disiiatcli of Brig. Gen. 
Stand Watie, dated 21st instant, giving re])ort of the fig'ht at Cabin 
(’reek on the 19th; also General Cooper’s letter of trailvsmittal, dated 
(himx) Pike, 2oth, and exiracd of letter from Maj. L. II. OliA'er, depot 
('ommivssary at Perryville, to Capt. M. L, Boll, assistant adjutant-gen¬ 
eral here, of sanu^ date. Cabin Creek, Aviere the fight took pla(*e, is on 
the Fort Gibson and Fort Scott road, fifty miles from the former jdace. 
Watie AA^as, as his dispatch shows, on Bird Creek on the 21st, two days 
after tlu^. light. This is about the same distan(*e west-northwest fi'om 
Gibson. He is CAndently giving* a Avide berth to Gibson, <*rossing the 
Arkansas (‘onsiderably abo\’'e that point. As he Avas not pursued on 
the 21vst, as I infer from his disiiatch, 1 he only danger was in a force 
striking his left flank as he came out. The steps taken to meet that 
(whi(*h I do not think likely) Avill, I think, be suflieient. This exiiedi- 
tiou was a gallant und(‘rtaking, hambsomely performed, and the troops 

' See Cooper’s report of SojHomher W, P* 781. 
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engaged debeive tlie tliaiiks of tlieir country. Sliould Major Olivei be 
right in liis vStateineut that the wagons were laden with sutlers’ stores 
and clothing, it will be most fortunate not only in supplying to a degree 
the ragged command but will I hope disaffect those for whom I presume 
they were designed—the Pin Indians. 

Yery respectlullv, general, your oluHlient servant, 

S. P>. MAXEY, 

Major-Gv}ivniI. 

Brig. (len. W. P. Bonas, 


Chief of Him report^ Tm, 


Full ])arti(*ulars will l)e forwarded as soon as r(M*(M*ved. 

S. B. Al. 


[TikIosuip.] 


Office Fommtssahy of Subsistence, 
PerryviUe^ C, A., Heptemher 26 ^ 

Capt. M. L. Beel, 

Assistmi t Adjilt a nt- G en eral : 

Captain: *■ ^ I'will give you‘synopsis of latest news just 

received. Ouiley, Gano, and Watie captured, on the 19th at Oa])iu 
Greek, C. X., over 250 wagons, 120 prisoners. Our loss slight. Only 
130 wagons were saved; balance burned. They were loaded Avitii 
clothes and sutler’s stores. ^ * * 

L. n. OLIYEE, 

Major and Commissary of Huhsistenee, 


Headqitabteus District of Indian Tekrttory, 

Fort TowsoUj 0. A., Heptemher 50, ISOi. 

General: I have the honor to forward herewith olfidal copies of 
dispatches received this morning, as follows: Letter oi* Brig. Gen. D. 
H. Cooper, inclosing dispatches, SepteinbtT 27; dispatch from Brig. 
Gen. B. M. Gano, September 23 instant; dispat(‘h from Brig. Gen. 
Stand Watie, same date; memoranda of information ot* munny’s move¬ 
ments furnished by Ca})t. J, X. Ilildebrand, September 2(). 1 hav(^ the 
satisfaction of saying tliat these dispatches exhibit the full and com¬ 
plete success of the enterprise, of which you have been j)reviously ad¬ 
vised. There has not been a more daring or su(*cessful raid accoi‘ding 
to size during the whole war, and the officers and men engaged are 
entitled to the thanks of the country. Cabin (h'<^ek, wh< re the main 
light took place, is lifty miles north of Fort Gibson. 

On the 23d they had crossed and got twenty miles south of Arkansas 
Biver alid sixty miles west of Fort Gibson, from which })()int they (‘ould 
reach General Cooper’s camj) at Fishertown in one or two days.' Fish- 
ertown is four or five miles north of Xorth Fork Town, on the Fort Gib- 
sou road. There is an excellent road ffiom Xorth Fork Town to Perry- 
ville, distance about forty miles. 

I shall issue a complimentary general order, and respectfully request 
that the same be done by department headquarters, believing the gal¬ 
lant officers and men who have won this signal success fully deserve it, 
and its effect will be inspiring on all concerned. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

a. B.'MAXEY, 

Major-General. 

Brig. Gen. W. E. Bog-g-s, 

CMef of Sta^fy dr., Hhreveport, La, 
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Fishertown, 0. H., 

Wear Worth Fork Totvn^ tie])tember ^ 6 “, ISGi, 
Brig. Gen. T>. H. Cooper, ^ 

Oo7nmandili0y ifce.; 

General : On the 21st of September I started for Gibson, and arrived 
in the vicinity of that place on the morning of the 24th, and obtained the 
following information, viz: That General Watiehad attacked a Federal 
train on Cabin Creek, stampeded the* Federals, and captured the whole 
train, killing a considerable number of mules, burned a large number 
of wagons, and leit with the remainder of the train. Was pursued by 
theFederals and whipped them back. Was followed a second time, 
and by a larger force, under command of Colonel [Major] Foreman, which 
retuimed to Gibson without meeting any success, and reported that the 
enemy (rebels) had got off with eighty wagons loaded with sutler’s 
goods and (*oinmissary stores, including $8,000 worth of blanks [blank¬ 
ets]^ After giving up the idea of recapturing the train about 100 
Indians were sent to Mackey’s Salt-Works to make salt, and Colonel 
[Major] Foreman with his command was sent to Kansas to fit out an¬ 
other train. I also learned that General Watie destroyed all their hay 
on the west side of Grand Eiver which had been put up and salted down. 
There is a small lot of hay near Gibson, east. The force at Gibson 
consists of three Indian regiments and two companies of negroes, esti¬ 
mated at about 1,500 men, and three pieces of artillery (all that my 
informant knew anything about). On the 23d instant the Thirteenth 
Kansas Infantry and one negro regiment of infantry were encami:)ed 
at Di(*k Thompson’s, near Gibson. On the 24th they broke camj) and 
left, going in the direction of Fort Smith, and encainpecl for the night 
on Grecmleaf Praiiie sixteen miles from Gibson. The Federals, number 
not knoVn, have been leaving Fort Smith for sonxe time and going in 
the direction of Sjuingfield, Mo. There is at this time a very small 
force at Fort Smith. 1 further learned that John or Johnson Thomp¬ 
son, of General Watie’s command, got drunk and went to sleep, and 
when he awoke, seeing a body of men and supposingthey were Watie’s 
men went to them, and linding they were Federals surrendered. Was 
carried to Gibson and kept ilntil he was sober, and then marched out 
and i)ublicly shot. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. K. IIILDEBEAKD. 


Headquarters District op Indian Territory,’ 

Fort Towson^ G. W, October i, ISGi, 
General: A private letter received by me this morning from Gen¬ 
eral Gano, dated Camp Bragg, September 29, shows that the expedi¬ 
tion under Gano and Watie has got out safely. Camp Bragg is two 
miles south of Johnston’s Depot on the Canadian, on south side of Cana¬ 
dian and near and to the left of the road leading from Perryville to Fort 
Gibson (the emigrant road). This is all right I a]>prehend no fur¬ 
ther fears as to the safety of the captured property. General Gano says, 
I brought in 120 wagons and 740 mules. He further says clothing was 
issued to 2,000 men—1,200 of his brigade and 800 of Watie’s. This is 
a perfect godsend, as the command was literally ragged. The official 
reports will be forwarded as early as received. I rejoice at this great 
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success. Gano says lie started out witli 111 prisoners and readied 
Camp Bragg with 104. Seven attempted to escape in a dark bottom 
one night, and 3 were killed and 4 escaped. Geneial G. will leave the 
command according to orders heretofore issued by you, and come by 
these headquarters, whence I suppose he will proceed to Shreveiiort. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

S. B. MAXEY, 

Major- General, 

Brig. Gen, W. B. Boaos, 

(^hief of IStajf^ Trans-MlHHisHippi Hbremport^ La, 


trEAB<ilTAnTEUS DISTRICT OF INDIAN TERRITORY, 

Fort Towson, C. -V., October 7, IhOL 

General; I have the honor to forward the oliidal report of Brig. 
Gen. E. M. Gano of recent operations north of the Arkansas Eiver: 

The campaign in this Territory since niy return last spring from 
Arkansas has been eminently successful. A steam-boat laden with valu¬ 
able stores has been captured, the boat destroyed, and most of the sup¬ 
plies saved. Several imiiortant mails have Iieen taken. One entire 
regiment almost demolished and its camp destroyed. Many prisoners, 
horses, mules, and cattle, as w^ell as some wagons, have at different 
times been c*a])tured; some tine jhstols and guns taken; a vast amount 
of hay destroyed, and the (‘am]>aign has mnv culminated in wiiat I 
i*egard one of the most brilliant and skillfully managed cavalry raids 
of the war. The moral etfect has been very gri^at. 

The troo])S (Indian and Avhite) are in tine spirits, it is believed that 
had the nature of movements in ArkaiivsasjustiliiMl remaining for a few 
Aveeks longer other important results might leave followed. It is a source 
of pride and gratification to me tliat 1 am able to report this condition 
of things. It is hoped that the efforts noNv bein g made by the ])eople of 
Northern Texas, added to what the Clothing Bureau may do, and the 
captured clothing, will x>royide the command against the iindemencies 
of winter. Should it be in the power of the department to conqiletely 
arm tlie (iommand, it would render much more efficient servi(*e. 

I take pleasure in s])ecial]y <*ommending tln^ (*ommanding offi(*er of 
this enterprise. Brig. Gen. E. M. Gano, to the notice of the general 
commanding the department. It seems to be the universal desire of 
the brigade that he should l>e (*ontinued in <‘ommand. 

1 also call your attention to the noble course of General Watie. Gen¬ 
eral Gano had been recognized a brigadier-general and acted as sn(*h 
before the date of General Watio’s commission. General W., how¬ 
ever, governed bypatriotrsm, a feeling of delicacy, and, as he t*onsidered, 
justi<ie, raised no issue, but acted in i)erfect harmony and concert tor 
the common good. 

1 am glad also to notice the cordial and hearty co-o])eration of the 
Indians and whites (officers and men) in this moveinent. If. will be 
observed that all are reported as having done their duty. The results 
lu'ove it. I also inclose General Oooperis letter of transmittal. 

I call your attention to the^report of scout of Captain Fields,^ First 
Cherokee Eegiment, near Van Buren, and ol* Lieut. Col. elack McOur- 
tain,* Choctaw battalion, near Fort Smith, forwarded on Wednesday. 
If troops could be sent against Port Smith now it might result in the 


'' Not found. 
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evacuation of tliat place and Fort Gibson. I sup])ose, however, this 
will not be done until it is determined that the enemy do not design 
moving on Washington and Fulton. The same result would be brought 
about by the reca])ture of Pine Eluft' and Little Koek. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respecttully, your obedient 
servant, 

S. E. MAXEY, 

Major-General^ Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. W. Iv. Boggs, 

Chief of Staffs Trans-Minshsip^i Dqytj jShrcee^wrt, La. 


Xo. 11. 

Reports of Brio. Gen. Boa alas If. Cooper. C. S. Annu, comoianding 

Indian Division, 

Headquarters Indian Division, 

In the Fields September 14^ 1864. 

Captain: i have just received information that a considerable por¬ 
tion of the Federal forces has moved from Fort Smith, twenty-two 
miles toward Gibson, to camp between Big and Little Sallisaw, on the 
Whisky road. Generals Watie and Gano have been ordered across 
tlie river; will cross above Gibson to-morrow night, sweep around by 
William Alburty’s, twenty miles above Gibson at Grand Kiver, destroy 
a large hay camp there, take in mules, &c., herded; perhaps run into 
a train now ex])ected troin Fort S(*ott; return by Mackey’s iSalt-Works 
and the <*amp on Hallisaw and back, recrossing Arkansas at the mouth 
oL* Canadian or Webber’s Falls. If Gibson is weak enough they may 
look in there. The above is the programme, and 1 have faith that we 
sliall have a good reportbei'oi'c long from the jiorth side. 1 have ordered 
the Second Indian Brigade, except the Choctaw battalion, across to 
this road, leaving McCurtain to watch the road to Fort Smith, south¬ 
east of this. I think the FederaLs have heard of Price and are pi*epar- 
ing to bolt. What detains Duff*’s regiment and battery t 1 am afraid 
they will be too slow on the trigger and the Federals escaiie. I have 
not* force enough to take them in, if, as General Dick Taylor would say. 

They get bunched up.” But we will try to make them drop some of 
them plunder. 

Eespcctfiiily, 

D. H. COOPER, 
Brigad ier-General, 

Oapt. T. M. 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

X. B.—Xow is the time, if there is any force oPconsequeuce southeast 
of Fort Smith, to push the Federals; they will leave in a hurry. Gen¬ 
eral Price might give Fayetteville a side wipe,” any way, as he passes 
up. Where is Cabell; where Brooks? There are nearly 800 Arkansas 
Federals (Harrison’s regiment) at Fayetteville. 

D. H. 0. 

P. S.—The preparations for the expedition into Kansas will not be 
interrupted by the raid, but are going on. The project of a raid into 
Kansas up Xeosho in conjunction with a movement into Missouri is as 
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old avS tlio war, and orders lor it have been issiK^d from liere to turn 
whenever our army had a prospect of going- into Missouri; but it onglit 
to be done with a larger force than Stand Watie can start. Ills might 
do for a tlanldng* party out west, but the whoh^ Indian Division ought 
to move up Grand Itiver and hTeosho wliile General Price goes into 
Missouri; each column would supimrt and create a diversion in favor 
of the order. General Maxey has piobably forgotten, but I gave him 
the outline of such a movement in conversation soon after he assrrmed 
command of the district. 

I). Jl. C. 


nEADQUAUTEUS O. 8. FORCES, INDIAN TERRITOrrY, 

I)i the Fields Sejdemher 18()L 

Captain: I have the honor to report that the expedition fr-om this 
command, under Generals Watie and Gano, north of Arkansas Iviver is 
on its retrum, having destroyed several Federal camps and a large 
quantity of hay between Gibson and Cabin Creek on the Texas and 
Missouri road, and captured a train of between 100 and tlOO wagons, 
with many* prisoners. The above is from an old Uchee warrior, whom 
I know to be reliable, who arrived yesterday at headquarters of Fk*st 
Creek Eegiment, bringing arms, &c., captured by himself from a Federal 
officer. Generals Watie and Gano are returning slowly, the command 
being much worn and tired. I moved up this morning with Walker’s 
brigade and Duif’s command to old Camj) Pike, on Canadian, and also 
send parties toward Conchanty to meet the train in case it should 
return by the route west of this. 

EespectfuUy, 

D. TL OOOPEE, 
Brigadier-General^ CoDmanding. 


Capt. T. M. Scott, 

Assistant Adjitiant-General. 


E. B.—Official report will be forwarded as soon as receix-ed. 

I). 11. C. 


IlEADQTTARTERS C. S. FORCES, INDIAN TlilRRlTORY, 

Cani2> FihOf September ^^5, ISdt. 

Captain: I herewith liave the honoi* to forward Brigadier-General 
Watie’s i-eport* of operations of detachment oi* First Indian and Gano’s 
brigades, commanded by Brig. Gen. Stand Watie, north of Arkansas 
Eiver. I shall move in the dii-ectiou of Gibson this morning, in order 
to render any assistance that may be re(iuired in bringing off tlic train. 
EespectfuUy, 

DOUGLAS 11. OOOPEE, 

Brigadier- Gen era I, Commanding. 

Capt. T. M. Scott, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Of Septojii])or 31, p. 783, 
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llEADQUARTERS 0. S, FORCES, INDIAN TERRITORY, 

Fishertotvn, (7. iV"., Septernher 27^ 186 i. 

Captain: I have the honor to inclose for the information of General 
Maxey communications just received fi?om Generals Watie*' and Gano,t 
reporting' result of the raid north of Arkansas, which is as brilliant as 
any one of the war. 

Eespectfully, 

13. n. COOPEE, 
Brigadier ~ General. 

Oapt. T. M. Scott, 

Asnlstant Adjutant-General. 

P. S.—^My scouts having yesterday reported that the Federals had 
abandoned the imrsuit of General Watie, I shall halt here until he 
arrives, on whicli I think will bo to-morrow or next day at latest. I 
have sent Col. D. NT. McIntosh, with 400 Creeks, to scout between the 
Cre(^k Council Ground and Gibson and (*over the train, and also give 
me in fori nation if the enemy attempt to move out as General Watie gets 
near them. 

Eespectfully, 

D. n. C, 


IlEADC^iUARTERS C, S. FORCES, INDIAN TERRITORY, 

In the Field, October 1,186L 

Captain; I have the honor to forward official report by General 
Ganot of the operations north of the Arkansas Eiver of detachment 
from this command, consisting of First Indian Brigade and brigade of 
Texas Cavalry, Brig. Gen. Stand Watie having, as I learn from General 
Gano, waved rank in his favor; also, please find copy of General Orders, 
No. 2(), from these headquarters, which you will oblige me by publish¬ 
ing, with comments or additional order, as the major-general conunand- 
ing District of Indian Territory may desire to make. Prisoners cap¬ 
tured are sent in charge of Col. James Dufi*, commanding Texas Cavalry 
brigade. 

Eespccitfully, 

1). If. COOPEE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Capt. T. M. IScoTT, 

AsHiHtant Adjutant-General, District of Indian Territory. 


No. 12. 

Bcporis of Brig. Gen. J8tand Watie, C. i8. Army, commanding First In- ' 

dian Brigade. 

Bird Creek, September 21,1864. 

General : ^ On the morning of the 19th we attacked the enemy^s i)ost 
at Cabin Oi‘eek. After a fight of six hours drove the enemy away. 
The train was there, which Avas captured—over 250 Avagons. We have 
noAV over 100 Avagons with us. Will cross Arkansa-s at Tulsa Toato 


' Of September 23, pp. 784; 788. 
t Dated >Soptcmbcr 29, p.''78y^ 
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and fall into your load made 1861, the route I took last Avinter. Dis¬ 
patches can he sent to me on that route. Enemy in force was on Pryor's 
Creek on the evening of the same day of the fight. We have 11:50 pris¬ 
oners along. 

Our loss is very slight —2 men killed and few wounded. 

The enemy may attemi)t to cut us off. Perhaps it would he w^ell to 
open communication with us on the route. We are short of aimmiui- 
tion. The blow will he severely felt hy the enemy. His losvs in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners is over 200. 

Your friend, 


Brig. Gen. D. H. Coopeu, 

Commanding/ Division. 


STAKI) WATIK, 
Brigadlor-General. 


Camp Between Aukansas and Deep Fouk, 

Beptemher IHGI. 


General : My note of the 21st, dated at Bird Creek, near Milton’s, 
was sent on that morning. Tlie messenger returned the same evening, 
having taken an alarm. He may still be delayed, i send another. 
We liave traveled finely so far with 129 captured wagons. On the ICth 
we dashed into a cami) of the enemy near Mr. Alhiuty’s, disp(TS(*d 
them; over 100 killed, 85 prisoners cai)tnred. We Imrned a large 
amount of hay. On the morning of the 17th [19th] met the train'at 
Cabin Creek. After a fight of six hours the enemy gave way. The 
entire train of 250 wagons was captured. The loss on the part of the 
enemy in killed was considerable. Great many mules were killed, 
others stampeded, wagons broken, which were burned together with 
wagons for the post. Here also a large amount of hay was burne<l. 

Our loss is slight—only 2 from this brigade killed, few wounded, 
none very serious. The loss of the Texans is also small. 

In my note of the 21st I stated the route Avould be the road made by 
you in 1861, but I have taken the left leading to Shields’, on the Deep 
Fork, and if the way is (dear we should fall in at the Creek Council 
Ground, from thence to ISTorth Fork Town. 

Your friend, 


STAND WATIE, 
Brigadier ‘ General. 


Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper, 

Commanding DivisioUy Indian Territory. 


Headquarters First Indian Brig-ade, 

Camp Braggj October 5 , 1864. 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following for the informa¬ 
tion of the general commanding as my report ot the operations of the 
tiuops of this brigade in the recent raid in the enemy’s rear and west 
of Grand Eivei*. Previous to setting out on this expedition I had in¬ 
formed the general commanding that from the active service in which 
my brigade had been engaged since 31st of July before Fort Smith that 
my horses were not in condition to do much service. He then informed 
me that I could get additional fresh troops from the Texas brigade^ 
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Oil tlie 12tli ultimo Brigadier-Oeiieval Craiio called oii me at Camp 
Oorser, when the ex])editioii was determined upon, and the general 
commanding so informed. 

On the 13th I joined G-eneral G-ano at Gamp Pike, and the same even¬ 
ing arranged the plan of tlie expedition. By an arrangement with 
General Gano each one of us was to command his own troops, but act 
together and harmoniously. This we concluded to he the ])etter plan, 
as the two brigades did not belong to the same <livision and were tem¬ 
porarily thrown together. I have had no cause to i-egret this arrange¬ 
ment, the conduct of General Gano on all occasiouvS being such as might 
be expected of so galhint an ofticer. 

On the 14th we marched to Prairie Springs, General Gano^s forces 
amounting to some 1,200 and Howell’s battery of six guns. My com¬ 
mand consisted of 200 First Cherokee Pegiment, Lient. Col. ^5". 
Vann commanding; 150 Second Cherokee Eogiment, Maj. John Vann 
commanding; 125 First Creek, Lieut. Col. Samuel Chekote command¬ 
ing;. 200 Second Creek, Col. T. Barnett, and 130 Seminoles, under Col. 
John Jumper, the whole force amounting to about 2,000. 

On the 15th, my brigade composing the advance, I dispatched Major 
Vann with regiment on the right lank, with instructions to throw 
scouts out as far as the river on the extreme right, which he did, but 
failed to find any of the enemy’s parties on the south side of the river. 
He crossed the Arkansas Biver at the Creek Agency. On the north 
bank of the river discovered one Federal Creek, who being fired upon 
escaped, leaving his horse and eqnipmentvS in oiir possession. The re¬ 
mainder of the expedition crossed the river six miles above the agency, ' 
The river being deeii we were delayed a short time, crossing artillery 
ammunition on oni* horses. Encamped first at Gamp Pleasant, on 
Blue, four miles below Chosky. 

On the IGth instant crossed the Verdigris Biver at Sand Town. 
About noon discovered a party of tlie enemy at work putting up hay 
on the road to Fort Scott, twelve or fifteen miles above Fort Gibson. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Vann, First Cherokee Begiment, and Captain 
Strayhorn, eoirimanding Thirtieth Texas Begiment, were dispatched to 
the right, with instructions to gain the enemy’s rear and to intercept 
his escape to the timber on Grand Biver. This movement was ex¬ 
ecuted promptly and with entire success. They gained the desired 
position and opened a vigorous fire on the enemy, who were encamped 
on a small creek on the prairie. They were driven into the creek and 
protected themselves Aom our fire by the banks. General Gano movc^l 
his (‘oinmand directly to tlic front, and my brigade took the left, and in 
a short'time the enemy were completely sniTounded. Owing to the 
distance and tlie rapidity of movement of my cjommand the line be¬ 
came somewhat broken, when a party of about sixty-five of the enemy’s 
cavalry attempted to break through, but only four suc(*eediug in mak¬ 
ing tbeir escaiie; the rest were either killed or captured. The engage 
ment lasted hut a short while owing to the great superiority of our 
numbers, and the complete suriirise of the enemy. 

Lieutenant Porter, Second Creek Begiment, captured 7 of Second 
Kansas all armed with six-shooters. The whole number of prisoners 
was 85, about as many killed, and but few escaped. The enemy were 
two companies of the Second Kansas and one company of negro troo})s. 
Here we burned large quantities of hay—^not less than 3,000 tons—^in 
ricks and upon the ground; also a number of wagons and several mow¬ 
ing machines. 

50 R R — YOIj xlx, pt I 



786 


LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


[Chap. LIH. 


Having received information from tlic prisoners tliafc tlie train Avliieli 
was cxx)ected from Port Scott —iha capture ot whi(*li was the princi[)al 
object of tlio expedition—^was looked for daily^ 1 sent Major Vann, 
Second (Jlierokee Regiment, up the Fort Scott road four miles, with in- 
sh'LK'tions to send forward a small party to ascertain wliether or not 
the train was in our vicinity. He accordingly took charge of tlie party 
hiinsell*, and after going hut a short distance was iired into by the 
emnny’s picket and narrowly escaped being killed. Thinking tlie train 
advancing, upon receiving this intelligence, 1 sent Lieiiteiiaid-Oolonei 
Vann with his regiment to his assistance.« This enemy, liowever, jmoved 
only a small re-enfoi cement going to the train and moved northward 
during the night. Everything lemained quiet until morning. 

Early in the morning General Gano sent a ])arty to burn the hay at 
the Hickey place, but they found it strongly protected by additional 
troops Ixom Fort Gibson. Re-enforcements were sent and a brisk skir¬ 
mish ensued, but they were unable to accomplish this object, and as 
time, which was now all-important to us, vould be requir(*d, our troo])s 
were withdrawn and i^ejoined tlie command, winch had been steadily 
moving northward. Encamped on Wolf Greek on the 17th. 

General Gano on the 18th proceeded with 400 Texas troops and two 
])ieces of Howell’s battery toward ('abin Creek, where we had learned 
the enemy had a garrison of 300 of the Second Tiidian Regiment 
(Cherokee Home Guards). About 3 o’cloi'k 1 retnlved a note from 
General Gano stating that the train was at Cabin Creek, and re<iuesl- 
ing me to move forward the whole command to that iioiiit as rapidly as 
.l)os.^ible. 1 joined him after midnight. ^Viter (ionsultatioii we agreed 
to move on the enemy at once, who was aware of our approach, but en¬ 
tirely ignorant of our numbers. General Gano formed Ids line of bat¬ 
tle <m the right; my brigade formed on tln^ left iii the following order: 
First and Second Cherokee Reginumts, Sennnoles, Second and First 
(Jrcek Regiments on the extreme left. HowelPs battery took position 
ill tlie center. The enemy had decidedly the advantage in ])osition. 
Our men were formed on an elevated prairie that descended to the 
enemy's position on the creek. The moon, whkii shone very brightly, 
was in our rear. They thus had tlie double advantage of tiring u]) hill 
with the moon and skylight. The enemy were strongly x>osted from 
the nature of the ])lace under cover of the timber and bluff of the 
creek. They also had the r(^sidcn(*e of Joseph L. Martin on the road 
strongly fortilied with heavy timbers set upright in the ground, that 
rendered them complete protection against small-arms. On the right 
of this they had placed long ricks of hay running parallel with each 
other and with the creek. The gveater part of the train extended from 
the hay ricks up the creek on their right. 

About 3 o’clock on the morning of the 19th the firing commenced by 
the enemy’s skirmishers on their right. Soon the engagement became 
general along tlie line from right to left. During the night it was diM- 
<*ult to ascertain the enemy’s exa<ft position and strength, excepting 
from his fire. His line seemed to extend the length of ours. For a 
considerable length of time the tiring was heavy and incessant. Our 
forces steadilyadvaiiced, driving the enemy to his cover. During the 
night our left drove the enemy from his position, leaving in our posses¬ 
sion a part of his train, around which.a guard was Immediately thrown 
and most of the wagons moved to our rear. 

Just at daybreak we supposed, from the noise in the enemy’s earn]), 
that he was crossing his train over the creek and moving it in the 
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direction of Kort Scott. E ac(*ordiii^ly sent Ejicntcnant-CoJoncl Vann 
with the two Cherokee n^o'inients across tlie (Tcek on the left to gain 
the enemy’s rear and intercei)t the trains. lie gained the position, but 
no wagons were crossing, lie captured 18 piisoners. 

After daylight we discovered the enemy’s true position and moved a 
se<dion of Howell’s battery on the lelt, siippoi-ted by tln^ First and 
Se(*ond Greeks, and opened a vigorous (ire from this advantageous 
imsition on his cncami)ment and tbrti(l(*ations. Tlie Seminole and 
Twenty-ninth Texas Eegunents, moving on the left of the battery, 
drove the enemy from his cover and through the encampment. Soon 
the confusion became great in his ranks and a general stampede ensued, 
leaving in our posscvssion his train, stockade, hay, cani)> and garrison 
e(iuipage. Many of his dead and wounded vere also left on tln^ field. 

Among our kilhMl were Lieutenant Patterson, adj'utant Seminole 
Pegiment. Uefell at his post gallantly doiiig his duty. His loss is 
great and irre]>arable to his command. Of the Texas brigade 7 Avere 
killed on tlu^ field. A comxdete list of the killed and wounded <»f this 
brigade will be furnished. Among the w^oiinded are IMajor Vann, 
severely thi*ough the neck; Captain Tayhu*, dangerously through the 
thigh, and Caihaiu Shannon, slightly in the breast—all of the Second 
Cherokee liegiment; and Lieut, llichard Carter, Company First 
Ch(n‘okee Eegiment, slightly. 

The enemy’s ibrees consisted (from the best infonnatiou received 
from prisoners and others at their hospital of the garrison befoi‘e men- 
tioiuHl) of 800 Indian Home Guards, 280 escort fi’om Fort S(*ott, loO 
re-enforcements from Fort Gibson, 250 teamstei‘s, armed for the occasion, 
and many Pins, wdio came in on hearing of our approach. His luim- 
bers were, therefore, belw^een 900 and 1,000, 

Lieut. Col. C. hr. Vann, Maj. John Vann, eommauding First and 
Second Cherokee Eegiments; Colonel Barnett, Sei'ond Creek Pegi- 
ment; Col. John Jnmi)er, Seminole Pegiment, and Lieut. Col. Samuel 
(’hekote. First Creek Pegiment, deserve the highest commendation for 
their gallant conduct during the Avholc engagement, which lasted from 
o to 9 a. in. The greater part of this time they AV(n'e under constant 
fire. 

MaJ. J. A. Scales, assistant adjutant-general; Lient. Sahulin AVatie, 
aide-de-camp, and Sergt, Maj'.Patock Patton,First Cherokee Pegiment, 
merited particular notice for the iirompt and eliieient aid rendered in 
keeping their troo])S in order, and for their brave and soldierly bearing 
on air occasions. 

The conduct of the officers and men generally wtis fine, and all, with¬ 
out distinction, are entitled to great credit. 

The train was composed of 250 wagons, besides post Avagons loaded 
with Government quartermaster’s, commissary, and sutler’s supplies. 
Many i)f the Avagons were so broken by the stampede of the teams 
Avhen the artillery opened on tlie camp that it wms inqiossible to bring 
them ofi*. We crossed Arkansas Acith IJOw^agons; all the rest were 
burned; also ten ricks of hay, each containing 500 tons. MoAdng 
machines and everything in camp Avas destroyed. After getting out 
all the wagons i) 0 ssible under the circumstances we moved southward 
in good order. Near Pryor’s Creek we met enemy’s re-enforcements 
going to the train. We drove them back several miles. The train 
moved during the night northwest and crossed Pryor’s Creek higher 
up; crossed Verdigris next evening at Claremore’s Mounds. Nothing 
of interest transpired during the rest of the march. 
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Tlie greatest unanimity and good feeling existed between tlie officers 
and men of the two brigades. The fortitude and endurance displayed 
in the long and constant march for several consecutive days and nights 
speak for them the higliest praise. 

The actual loss in dollars to the enemy will exceed $1,500,000. Tlie 
damage is inestimable and irreparable from the lateness of the season. 
The expedition retimied after an absence of sixteen days. 

Eesi)cctfully, your obedient servant, 

STAND WATIE, 

Brig ad ier- Genera L 

Oapt. T. B. IIeiston, 

A6*6* I Stan t Adj u ta nt~ Gen era L 


No. 13. 


Bejgorfs of Brig. Gen. Richard M. Gano^ C. S. Army, commanding 

brigade. 


Gamp South op Arkansas Eivbu Twenty Miles, 

About JSixty Miles from Gibson, /September 28, 1861. 

GeneeAL : I have not vT?itten you before because I could not get a 
courier. We engaged the enemy on the ICth, 17th, 19th, and 20th in¬ 
stant j were successful every time. Killed, wounded, and cai)tured 
about 323 of the enemy. Lost 23 killed and wounded in all; 7 killed. 
We captured the entire train (247 wagons and about 700 mules). We 
ai'o bringing out 130 wagons, 165 prisoners, mules, and stores. I will 
make out a full official report as soon as I reach camp. We burned all 
the train not brought out. Our men behaved gallantly. The enemy 
had strong i)osition at Cabin Greek and held out six hours. God has 
blessed us. 

Your obedient servant, 

11. M. GANG. 


Brig, Gnu, D. H. Goopee. 


Gamp Beag-ci, September 29,1861. 

GenbeAl: 1 loft camp on the morning of the 14th with 1,200 men 
from my brigade and Howell’s battery. Was accompanied by General 
Watie with a detachment of 800 men from his brigade to make an ex¬ 
pedition north of the Arkansas Eiver. We proceeded to Prairie Springs 
and encamped on the night of the 14th. 

About noon on the 15th iuvstant we arrived at tlie Arkansas Eiver 
and found it swollen so as to make it a difficult passage. It required 
six hours to cross the river; hard work. All the artillery ammunition 
had to be packed over by hand, and many of our bravo boys were 
jdunged beneath the waves in consequence of quicksands. We en¬ 
camped in the river bottom, two miles above Eedbank’s Ford and 
thirteen miles northwest from Fort Gibson. 

On the 16th we proceeded on our way, crossing the Verdigris at Sand 
Town Ford, about eight miles from the hay camp at Plat Eock. From 
this point I sent Gurley’s regiment, accompanied and piloted by a de- 
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taeliineiit from General Watie’s command, around to tlie rear of tlie 
enemy’s camp, while we proceeded slowly toward the camp. General 
Watie and staff with my staff* accompanied me to the top of a mountain 
while the command was halted below, and from our elevated position 
we could view their camps, and with spy glasses could see them at work 
making hay, little dreaming that the rebels were watching them. From 
thence we moved to within one mile of their camp uni)erceived, and I 
sent Lieutenant-Colonel ^"elch to the right with a column (‘omposed of 
the Twenty-ninth and Thirty-ffrst Texas Cavalry (De Morse’s and 
Hardeman’s), w Idle General Watie condutited the Indian column to the 
leit, while 1 carriedforward the center, with Howell’s battery supported 
by IMartin’s regiment, tlie Gano Guards, under Ga])tain Welch, and 
Head’s and Glass’ deti|<chment of companies. I could distinctly see 
(’aptain Stiayhorn formed in the enemy’s rear. The clouds looked 
somber and the V-sha])e procession grand as we moved forward in the 
work of death. Then (‘ommen(*ed a running tight with the enemy’s 
(^avalry, while with the center I moved down and engaged their in¬ 
fantry. 1 sent Major Staclqxde with a ca])tured Fedcaul lieutenant 
under Hag of truce to demand siUTCuder, but they tired upon my ffag 
and then commenced the work of death in earnest. The sun witnessed 
our complete su<*cess, and its last lingering rays rested uixm a held of 
blood, tieventy-three Federals, mostly negroes, lay dead upon the 
iield. 

We captured <S5 prisoners and left 5 badly wounded. We captured 
and destroyed their canq^s and stores with large quantities of hay. 
Our loss was 3 wounded. 

We slept upon the battle-ground and found next morning the enemy 
at sunrise on the 17th advancing from north and south. I sent Harde¬ 
man’s battalion, under Major Looscan, southward to meet the force 
from Fort Gibson while we proceeded northward and drove off* the 
cavalry without a light. Major Looscan engaged the enemy, killing 1 
and lost none. We now proceeded with the whole force northward 
toward Fort Scott to meet the expected train. We proceeded almost 
to ilock Greek, and hearing nothiiig of the "train we feared lest they 
might have taken the road east of Grand Eivei\ We encamped on 
Wolf Greek midway between the roads; scouted both and learned that 
the train had not passed. 

On the morning of the 18th I proceeded with 400 men and two pieces 
of artillery toward Cabin Creek, leaving General Watie in command of 
the camp. I found the enemy at Cabin Creek \vith a train of 255 wagons 
ajd an immense herd of mules grazing on the prairie. We were as yet 
undiscovered, and I dispatched a courier to General Watie to bring up 
the balance of our force and the other four guns, which he did without 
delay. The enemy found us before dark, but my force.was secreted 
and their efforts to ascertain our strength were ineft'ectual. 

General Watie aiTived about 12 o’clock, and I immediately moved the 
whole column forward, Lieutenant-Colonel Welch’s command in front 
with the Gano Guards and Head’s company as ffankers. When within 
half a mile of the enemy I formed in line of battle. Colonel Welch on 
the right, second Major Mayrant, third Howell’s battery, supported by 
the Gano Guards, Head’s and Glass’ companies; fourth Major Looscan 
and Captain Strayhorn, commanding Gurley’s regiment, on the left. 
General Watie’s command wasformed on the left of my brigade. Having 
ascertained that the enemy were about moving their train, I advanced 
the entire line to within 500 yards of the enemy’s position. An officer 
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came out in tlie darkness to hold converse, and having informed us 
that they were Federals and learned that we were rebels, he called on 
God to damn us, and invited us forward. I asked him if he would 
receive a dag from us. He said he would answer in five minutes. I 
waited fifteen, and hearing some wagons moving I advanced my line 
about 3 a. m., and when within 300 yards or less of their fortifications 
they opened fire. We replied with small-arms and artillery. Tlie 
teamsters, demoralized, fled and left their teams to tangle up in the 
timber and break off vagon tongues. Some teafiis ran over the cliffs 
and the wagons crushed the teams to death. Not being able to see the 
foififications, and having accomi)lished my design of stopping the train, 
1 moved my command back under the brow of the hill and awaited day¬ 
break. There was a rest for near one hour, when the wagons began to 
stir again. I moved forward and gave them several more volleys and 
retired again. 

Soon day broke and the dawn revealed to us what appeared to us to 
be immense earth-works, but afterward proved to be immense hay ricks, 
ten in number, and just in the rear of said ricks a strong fortification 
constructed of logs set up in the earth. To the left the timber along the 
bluff of Cabin Creek was filled with wagons and mules, and from behind 
all these the enemy sent missiles of death. I changed the i)osition of the 
artillery so as to (*ommayl the hay ricks and wagons, and got General 
Watietosend Colonel A aim with the two Cherokee regiments across 
to capture all wagons that might have left before day. I dismounted 
Colonel Jumper’s command to assist in supporting the battery, and 
afterward ordered Gurley’s regiment to that i)ost and Jumper in the 
timber to flank the enemy’s right. lie doubled back their right and 
drove them full 150 yards, when they came to a stand. Now appeared 
a crisis, and 1 charged them with Gurley’s regiment, leading them in 
])erson, and would have carried the position but for a gully some 
twenty-five yards in the rear filled with armed men who had not yet 
jiarticipated. They were not visible until within twenty-five or thirty 
yards of them. We were compelled to fall back, but not one man of 
the gallant Thirtieth started from that murderous fire until I ordered 
them to do so. 1 then ordered Captain Strayhorn, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Welch, and Majior Mayrant to take the timber and drive the right, the 
Creeks and Seminoles having exhausted their ammunition, while How¬ 
ell,’Looscan, and Captain Welch x)oured their fire into the original 
ixont, now the enemy’s flank. Crash after crash of shell swept Yankees, 
negroes, Pins, and mules away from the land of the living, while every 
regiment and company poured in volley after volley, and the braf e 
Indians, having replenished with ammunition, came again to tlie work, 
and all with a loud shout rushed ou to victory, driving the enemy 
beyond their, fortifications, from where they fled in wild confusion to 
the densely timbered bottoms. 

At 9 o’clock (vsix hours after the first volley was fired) the field was 
ours, with more than $1,000,000 worth of Federal property in our hands. 
We burned all the broken wagons and killed all the crippled mules. 
We brought off* 130 wagons and 710 mules. We clothed 2,000 men of 
the expedition so as to make them comfortable for the present and have 
some commissaries on hand. 

The killed of^the enemy at Cabin Creek numbered about 23; the 
wounded not known; captured 2C. The jaded condition of our already 
weak horses prevented us from cai>turing as many as we might have 
done. Our loss was G killed, 15 wounded—3 mortally. 
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As we moved bfie]?: with our train we met a re-enforeement from Forts 
Smith and Gibson going up to‘ protect the train, consisting of infantry, 
artillery, and cavalry. We drove them back three miles and a half, 
held tliem in cheek all night, and created the impression that we had 
parked the train for the night by running* an empty wmgon over a rocky 
place for two hours, while our train was being moved with all possible 
dispatch toward Arkansas iiiver. The day found us separating rap¬ 
idly, we following oui‘ train, wliile they w’cre retreating tow^ardFoit 
(Hbson. We expected to light at Arkansas liiver, and liurried forward 
with all dispatch day and night. For thi'ce days and nights our boys 
were without sleep, except such as they could "snatch in the saddle or 
at w^atering places. They dug down banks, cut out trees, rolled wagons 
and artillery up hills and banks by hand, kept cheerful, and never 
w^earied in the good cause, and came into camp rejoicing on the 28th 
instant. 


We Avere out fourteen days, marched over 400 miles, killed 97, 
w^ounded many, captured 111 prisoners, bui‘ned 0,000 tons of hay and 
all the reapers or mowei^s—destroyed altogether from the Federals 
$1,500,000 of property, bringing safely into our lines nearly one-third 
of tliis amount (estimated in greenbacks). 

Our total loss w^as 6 killed, 48 wounded—3 mortally. 

The officers and men behaA^ed gallantly. General Watie was by my 
side at Cabin Greek, cool and braA^-e as ever. Lieutenant-Colonel Welch, 
commanding Twenty-ninth; Major Mayrant, commanding IMartin’s regi¬ 
ment; Major Looscan, commanding Thirty-first; Captain Strayhorn, 
(‘ommanding Thirtieth; Captain Welch, commanding Gano Guards; 
Colonel Yann and Major Yann, commanding Oherokees; Colonel 
Jumper, of the Seminoles and Creeks, deseive great praise. Besides 
(*aptains and lieutenants, many were noticed by me of whom I cannot 
now speak, for space and time will not allow. 

Captain Howell and lieutenants of the battery deserve special men¬ 
tion for gallantry and efficiency. Captains Mcholson and Matthews, 
Lieutenants Wall and Gano, Adams and Smoot, Majors Stackpole, 
Eakins, Captain Pulliam and Doctor Sears, of my staff, all were there 
and did tlieir part w^ell. Also Major Scales and Lieutenant Watie, of 
General Watie’s staff, did nobly, I Avish I could name all. The men 
all did Avell and laid up for themselves imperishable honors. They 
fought as the brave jiatriot fights. Our cause is dear to their hearts, 
and to say they were in the Cabin Greek fight of the 19th is honor. 

While all did tlieir duty, let us give God the praise and thank him 
.tliat the victory is onrs. 


Your obedient servant, &c., 


E. M. GANG, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


General I). IL Cooper, 


Division. 


Dallas, October 5, 1804 , 

General: I notice in lookingover my reiioris that I omitted the 
name of Colonel Chekote. You Avill please have his name inserted just 
after that of Colonel Jumper. No regimental commander Avas more 
zealous than Colonel G. Cheerful in the discharge of duty and gal¬ 
lant on the field, 1 regret the omission, ])ut my report was liurriedly 
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gotten up, as you are aware, and there may have been others who 
deserve special mention; but where all did so well it is useless to name 
them. To say they were there is enough. 

Your obedient servant, «S:c., 


Major-Creneral Maxf.y, 

Co mm an dU h} District, 


li, M, GrANO^ 

Bri<jadicr-General,^ Commandiiuf. 


P. S.—I have just reached home. Will remain iive or six days, and 
then proceed via Uoaksville to Shreveport. 


li, M. a. 


Befurn of easiialtios in (iano^n hnifiade in the engagement at Cahin Creel'^ Ind, Ter,. 

deplemher IP, 1804. 

f{N>nipilt*(l froin nominal lists of casualties.'! 
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20111 Texas Cavalry . 
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Marlin’s Texa.s cavalry. 
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Uardianaii’s lialtaliou. 
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#*/iTupariy - -- _ _ 

Wclcli’s ooinpaiiy (‘avalrv... 
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Howell fc> battery.-... 
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Total. 
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45 








T. W. Dan^jluMty 3n»<l Lituit. Leslie C. l)e Morso wounded. 

6Lieut. (Jr. W. (Jliitwood mortally wounded. Lieut. W. AV. Carks wounded. 


ITo. 14. 

Congratulatory Orders, 

General Orders, ] Headquarters Indian Division, 

ISTo. 20. ] Camp Bragg^ ISeptember 30, 1864. 

1, The thanks of this command are hereby tendered to the gallant 
ofticers*and men of Gano’s and Watie’s brigades and HowelPs b^attery 
for the signal successes they have gained oA^er the enemy within his 
lines and in rear of his fortifications north of the Ai‘kansas River by 
destroying his forage camps and capturing a magnificent train of 255 
loaded wagons and other property (valued at $1,500,000 in United States 
currency), a large proportion of Avhich they secured and brought out, 
marching over 300 miles in fourteen days, engaging the enemy victo- 
rii^usly tour times, with small loss on our side in numbers. We mourn 
the death of the honored few, among them the promising young soldier, 
Adjt. D. R- Patterson, of the Seminole Regiment, whose career of use¬ 
fulness was suddenly terminated at Cabin Creek Avhile at the side of 
the gallant chieftain, John Jumper, charging the enemy’s right. The 
enemy lost 97 killed, many wounded, and 111 prisoners. 
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Tlie brilliancy and completeness of this expedition lias not been 
excelled in the history of the war. *Firm, brave, and confident, the 
officers had but to order and the men cheerfally executed. The whole 
having been conducted with perfect harmony between the war-worn 
veteran Stand Watie, the chivalrous Gaiio, and their respective com¬ 
mands, ending with the universal expression that they may again 
participate in like enterprises, the commanding general hopes that they 
and the rest of the command may soon have an opportunity to gather 
fresh laurels on other fields. 

II. In the departure of General Gano he takes the best wishes of the 
commanding general, and it is a matter of pride to record in general 
orders the gallant bearing, energy, and promptness which has character¬ 
ized that officer in the execution of every order and instruction from 
his brilliant dash at Diamond Grove to the splendid achievement at 
Cabin Creek. While the (drcumstances attending require his imme¬ 
diate transfer, the commanding general hopes that it may be of short 
duration. 

By command of Brig. Gen. D. II. Cooi)er: 

T. B. HEISTOISr, 

Captain and AnHisiani Adjutant-Gmerah 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. District oe Indian Territory, 

Ko. Gl. . 3 Fort TowsoUj C. W., Octoher 7, 1864, 

I. The major-general commanding announces mth iiride and pleasure 
the series of brilliant victories on the 16th, 17 th, 19th, and 20th ultimo 
north of the Arkansas River, by the troops under the leadership of the 
gallant and chivalrous Gano and the noble old hero, Stand Watie, ac¬ 
companied by HowelPs battery. 

Of this expedition General G-ano in his offical report says: 

For tlireo clays and nights our hoys were without sleep, except such as they could 
snatch in the saddle or at watering places. They dug down banks, cut out trees, 
rolled wagons and artillery up hiU and banks by hand, kept cheerful, and never 
wearied in the good cause, and came into camp all rejoicing on the 28th. We were 
out fourteen days, and marched over 400 miles, killed 97, wounded many, captured 
111 prisoners, huriied 6,000 tons of hay and all the reapers and mowers—destroyed 
altogether from the Federals $1,500,000 worth of property; bringing safely into our 
lines nearly one third of this amount (estimated in greenbacks). Officers and men 
behaved gallantly. 

Of General Watie, he says: Geueral Watie was by my side, cool 
and brave as ever.” Of the whole command he says: ^^The men all 
did their duty and laid up for themselves imperishable honors.” 

Throughout the expedition I am rejoiced to say perfect harmony and 
good will prevailed between the white and Indian troops, all striving 
for the common good of our beloved country. For gallantry, energy, 
enterprise, dash, and judgment, and completeness of success this raid 
has not been surpassed duiing the war. The major-general command¬ 
ing deems this a fit occasion to say that not the least of the glorious 
results of this splendid achievement is the increased good will of the 
Indian and white troops toward each other, and the increased cheer¬ 
fulness and confidence of all in their prowess and ability to whip any¬ 
thing like equal numbers. Throughout the year the morale 6f the com¬ 
mand has been steadily on the increase. For the troops of the Indian 
Territory this has been a year of triUiant success. Your Arkansas 
campaign is part of the recorded history of the comitry. 
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Since your return almost every part of tlie command lias been en¬ 
gaged. A steam-boat laden vdtb valuable stores bas been captured; a 
regiment bas been almost demoHsbed in sight of the guns of Fort 
Smitb, tbe survivors captured, and tbe camp destroyed; many guns 
and pistols bave been taken; mail after mail bas been captured; bay 
camps almost -vvitbout number bave been destroyed and tbe bay burned; 
borses, mules, and cattle bave been vvested fi'om tbe enemy and driven 
into our lines; vast amounts of sutler’s stores bave been captiired; 
wagons bave been burned in gunshot of Fort Smith; tbe enemy bas 
been virtually lo(*ked up in bis forts, and your successes bave culmi¬ 
nated in this most gloriotis victory, over which tbe telegraph informs us 
tbe enemy is now wailing. 

In our rejoicings let us not forget our gallant comrades in arms who 
bave offered up their lives upon their country’s altar of freedom—price 
less sacrifices to their country’s redemption. If there be widows and 
orphans of these gallant men seek them out and deliver this i)oor 
tribute to their worth, and let us remember tbe sufferings of our 
wounded and offer them tbe tears of sjnnpatby. 

Soldiers! there is a cruel enemy still cursing your country; there is 
still work to do. You bave proven what you can do. Eemember that 
strict and cheerful obedience to orders, strict discipline, and thorough 
drill will render you still more efficient as soldiers of tbe holy cause. 
Youi‘ commanding general bas every confidence in your ability and 
• wiUingneswS to take and perform any part you may yet have in tbe ensu¬ 
ing campaign. 

II. It is ordered that this order be read at tbe bead of every regi¬ 
ment and battidion and comiiany of artiUery and at every post in this 
district. 

III. A copy will be forwarded of this order and tbe commendatory 

order of Brig. Gen. 1). II. Oooper to tbe headquarters Trans-Missis- 
sippi l)ei)artmeut. ^ 

B. B. MAXEY, 
jlirpor- General^ Gommmidhuj, 


Geneuax. Oudeus, } * nnQUS. Teans-Mtssissippt Dept., 

No. 81. I - Shreveport, La., October 12,1864, 

Tlie general commanding announces to tlie army tbe complete suc¬ 
cess of one of tbe most brilliant raids of tbe war. The expedition under 
Brigadier-Generals Gano and Stand Watie, penetrating far within tbe 
enemy’s fines, bas captured bis forage camp and train, destroyed 5,000 
tons of bay, and binugbt out 130 captured wagons loaded with stores, 
after destroying as many more, which were disabled in tbe action. 
These, with 135 prisoners and more than 200 of tbe enemy killed and 
Avounded, attest tbe success of tbe expedition. Tbe celerity of the 
movement, the dash of tbe attack, and their entire success entitle- tbe 
commands engaged to tbe thanks of the country. 

By command of General E, Kirby Smith; 

S. S. ANDEESON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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SEPTEMBER 11-30,1864.—Expedition from Fort Rice,. Dak. Ter., to relieve 
Captain Fisk^s emigrant train. 

JReport of Col. Daniel J, D?77, Thirtieth Wiseojisin Infantry. 

Headquarters Expedition for relief of 
Captain Fisk’s Emigrant Train for Idaho, 

Fori Riee^ Dale. Ter.^ October 4, 1SG4. 

Captain : I have the honor to report for the information of the gen¬ 
eral (‘omniaiiding that in piirsuanee to instructions from headquarters 
Northwestern Indian Expedition, dated September 10, 1804, I left this 
post on the morning of tlie 11th of September with a. command of 850 
men, viz, 550 infantry, 300 cavalry, and one section of artillery, and 
followed the trail of the Northwestern Indian Expedition for five days. 
I then bore to the left, going a very little south of west, on the trail of 
the einigrjint'5. seeing but two *or three small parties of Indians until 
the toiiTli out from this post, when we reached the corral of the 
emigrant train, after marching a distance of ISO miles. They had forti¬ 
fied themselves, and were in a condition to resist any attack made by 
tlie Indians. The emigrants stated that the Indians had left some days 
previous to my arrival at the corral, evidently satisfied that they could 
not talvc it, and that no Indians had been seen since they first left. I 
think there is no doubt but that the Indians moved forward into 
the Bad Lands (whi<‘h were quite close by), thinking perhaps the 
train would commence to move when they disappeared, when they 
undoubtedly could have captured the whole train, as they could not 
have doubled the train up short enough to have protected it with the 
force they had. Ca]>tain Fisk told me he had been trying to get the 
emigrants for some days to break the corral and move forward, but he 
could not get them to do it. The emigrants told me they never intended 
to move one mile forward without a strong escort. They appeared to 
be fully aware of the danger of going forward into the Bad Lands. I 
think Captain Fisk deserves censure at least for trying to urge the 
emigrants forward under the circumstances, and knowing as much as 
he should of the Indian character. I informed Captain Fisk and the 
emigrants that I had (iome to relieve thtm and escort such as wished 
to go ba<ik to Fort Bice to that iioint. Captain Fisk requested me to 
send twT) com])auies of cavalry to escort him and the train for thi'ee or 
four days, which lie claimed would put him beyond danger, when, as he 
stated, lie could go through Vithout an escort. I of course refused to 
grant any such request, knowing the folly and madness of such a move 
as that. 

I informed the emigrants that my command would march at 9 o’clock 
the next morning for Fort Rice on its return and that any who wished 
the iirotection of the command could have it by being ready at 
that time. Captain Fisk made another and a last effort to get the 
emi^ants to go forward with him without an escort, calling on them 
to divide and show by that their decision in the case; at the sametim^ 
faulting them for what he called backing out. They divided and about 
twenty decided to go on wuth Fisk, the restate go back with me, saying 
' they would never go forward without a heavy escort. Fisk declared 
his determination to go on with the twenty men and even less, but 
after sleejiing on the matter and finding in the morning that a number 
of the twenty men had changed their minds a.nd were going back with 
my command, ho concluded to return with them. 1 lel‘t the corral at 
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9 o’clock on tlio 21st oi‘ Se])tember witk the -whole Irain, arriving at 
this post on the afternoon of the 30th without meeting with any Indians 
and seeing but one or two small parties. I crossed a number of trails 
of small x)arties and one of a large party apparently going south toward 
the Black Hills. I also saw fresh tracks and evidences of small parties 
on the Cannon Ball Kiver on my return, but saw but one small party 
of six or seven Indians on the river. The losses in the command were 
1 man, 15 horses, and a few oxen. The man obtained liquor from some 
of the emigrants and becaine intoxicated the morning we left the cor¬ 
ral and sup])osed to have laid down and [beeii| left behind. He 
belonged to the Eighth Minnesota Volunteers. 

On the sixth morning out fr‘oin this ])ost at your 50 camp, a small 
I)arty of Indians eliarged through* the picket-liim just at the break of 
day, and stampeded about thirty horses, and succ'oeded in getting 
away with fifteen. We were compelled to leave about fifteen or six¬ 
teen oxen, they becoming completely worn out. As before stated I 
arrived at this place on the afternoon of the 30th and the following 
day ordered the troo])S of the command to their several destinations as 
directed by you, vi^.: Tlie detachment of the Second Minnesota Cavalry 
to Minnesota, via Fort Wadsworth, escorting such of the emigi‘ants as 
went that way: and the d(dachments of Brackett’s battalion, Sixth Iowa, 
and section ol* artillery, to Fort Eandall and Sioux City, escorting a 
Government train of wagons and those of the emigrant’s train going 
that way, which was the larger majority of the emigrants, bnt few went 
across to Minnesota. The (letachments of the Eighth Minnesota Vol¬ 
unteers and Seventh Iowa Cavalry 1 ordered to report to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Pattee, who took boats and left the evening of the 1st instant 
for Sioux City. 

1 am, oai)tain, very respectfullv, your (d)edient servant, 

HANL. J. DILL, 

Colonel Thirtieth Wisconsin Infantry^ Commanding JExj^edition, 

Capt. John H. Pell, 

Assistan 1 Adjutant- OeneraL 


A- 

SEPTEMBEE 12,1864.—Skirmish at Caledonia, Mo. 

Eejyort of Maj, James Wilson^ Third Misso^ivi Htate Militia Cavalry. 

Pilot Knob, Mo., September 13^ 1864. 
General: A squad of forty or fifty guerrillas attacked fourteen 
men commanded by Sergeant Warfield, Company A, Third Cavalry 
Missouri State Militia, at Caledonia yesterday, at 12 o’clock, and were 
repulsed, with 1 man killed and several wounded. The sergeant had 2 
men severely wotuided. Last night at 12 o’clock they plundered the 
stores at Iron Mountain and destroyed the papers and machine in tele- 
graijh office. All the mounted men 1 have are in pursuit of them. 

• JAMES WILSOH, 

Majorj Commanding. 


Brigadier-General Ewino. 
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SEPTEMBER 12-15, 1864.—Scout from Eayetteville to Huntsville, Ark., 
with skirmish (14th) at Rodgers’ Crossing of the White River. 

R.KI?OIiTS. 

No. 1.—Col. M. La Kuo Hairifaon, First Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 

No. 2.—Capt. Jolin I. Worthington, Fiist Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 

No. 1. 

Report of CoL IT. La Rue Harr Ison, Fb\st Arkansan Caralry ( Union), 

llEADQUAETERS ElBST ARKANSAS CAVALRY, 

Fayetteville^ Arl\j j^e 2 )tember 18j J864, 
General : Last Monday, 12th, learning that a party of rebels under 
Captain Cooper were intending to attack yom* upward-bound train, I 
ordered Capt. J. 1. Worthington to escort it as far as Little Sugar 
Ch'eek, and thence after leaving the train to sweep up White Itiver 
toward Kichland and Huntsville. I inclose a copy of the report of his 
expedition. He attacked Cooper^s band, over eighty strong, near 
Jennings’ Ferry, on White Eiver, and completely routed him. In the 
diherent skirmishes he killed 0 men. He captured Lieutenant Rogers, 
who left Price at Washington (or Camp Magruder) on the 2d instant, 
carrying a large rebel mail to Mssouri. He learned that the rebels 
were on the way to attack your train about seven miles south of Cross 
Timbers, but had been misinformed as to the time of its leaviiig this 
place, and were about twelve hours too late. Worthington burned a 
rebel tannery, and a largo amount of leather in vats and some saddles* 
were destroyed. Our loss, 1 man slightly wounded. Rogers was 
formerly from Gadfly; says he thinks Price is aheady north of the 
Arkansas. All letters captmed and iniormation received go to show 
that a column of 12,000 rebel cavalry is moving or is about to move 
north into Missouri (probably by way of Batesville); that Price is in 
command of that cavalry, and that Magruder is left to command Ar¬ 
kansas, and that the rebels expect to winter on the Arkansas River. 
The rebel Colonels Brooks and Stirman crossed the Arkansas about 
the 10th with 300 men; camped one night on White River, south of 
ihis place; crossed over to Cane Hill, having been joined by Tuck 
Smith’s, Brown’s, and other roving'bands, which, will augment their 
nunibers to nearly 600. As near as I can learn, their intention is to 
attack your next train and use it to transport their plunder south. 
They expect to move out some rebel families, and take all the roving 
guerrillas to the main army. This I gather b’om scouts, who heard 
Brooks and Stirman express such intentions. I desire you to give 
Major Galloway a strong escort for his horses, and think it will bo nec¬ 
essary to guard well the trains fium Cassville to South Sugar, as the 
enemy have learned niy i^tyle of escorting trains to that place and will 
]uake the next attack north of it. Send me word a few days in advance 
of each train and 1 will send a force to co-operate. 

I remain, general, your most obedient servant, 

M. LA RUE HARRISON, 

Colonel^ Gommemding. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Sanborn, 

Commanding District of Southwest Missouri, 
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No. 2. 

Report of Capt, John J. Wortlungton^ First Aj^'kansos Varalrij [Union). 

Camp Company II, First Arkansas Cavalry Vols, 

Fayetteville^ Ark,^ l^eptember 16\ JISOI. 

Lieutenant: I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders 
from regimental head<iuarters, I proceeded with ninety-nine inouiitiHl 
men of the First Arkansas Cavahy to escort the train going north on 
the 12tli instant. On the loth I left the train encamped at the Calla¬ 
han Springs and went with seventy-five men to BentonviUe, wliere we 
attacked and disbanded a s(inad of Brown’s and Jefierson’s men, kill¬ 
ing 3. We returned and encamped with the train that night. On the 
14th we left the train on Sugar Creek and marched to the Bodgers Cross¬ 
ing of White Eiver. Here we encountered the combined forces of Car- 
roU, Etler, and Ealy, who were marching to attack the train near Keets- 
ville. We charged and dispersed them, killing 5 men, and wounded a 
larger number, oaptnving Lieutenant Eogers, Eighth Missouri Infantry, 
Company L, and a Contederate mail. We then marched to the Sha’ k 
place on War Eagle Creek andfromthere to Fayetteville. On the entire 
scout of four days we killed 8 men and wounded some 10 or 12, eai3tured 
35 guns, and killed 11 horses. I was ably assisted by Lieutenants Jer- 
nigan and McGuire, of the First Arkansas Cavalry, and Lieutenant 
Eubanks, First Infantry. In the charge they were in the ftont and led 
I the] way with a gallantry that is seldom equaled and never excelled. 
The conduct of the non-commissioned officers and men could not be 
•surpassed. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN I. WOItTHINGTON, 

Captain Company JT, mrst Arkansas Cavalry^ Comdg, IScont. 

Lieut. James Allison, 

Acting Adjutant^ 1st Arkansas Cav. Vols,<f Fayetteville^ Ark, 


SEPTEMBER 13, 1864.—Skirmish near Searcy, Ark. 

Report of Brig, Gen. Christopher 0. Andrews,, U. S. Army^ command¬ 
ing Second Division^ Seventh Army Corps, 

Devall’s Bluef, September 14,1864—0 p. m. 
Sergeant Black and three privates, Ninth Iowa [Cavalry], of the 
party that left the steam-boat with dispatches for General West, got in 
to-day. Each of them was wounded three ipiles this side of Searcy, 
where they were attacked by superior numbers. Six out of the party 
were killed 516 others taken prisoners. 

0. 0. ANDREWS, 

Brigadier- General. 


Capt. 0. H. Dyer. 
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Report of Brig, (ien, Bghert B. Brown,, U. aV. Annij^ commanding 
District of Central Missouri, 

Waurensburg, y^eptcmher IJ^ 

GrENERAL: Major IvtOly i‘e])orts from Tipton ])an(ls of ^niorrillas 
vsoiitli of tlic railroad, moving' toward the Osage Hills and River; his 
troops 111 pursuit, number not stated. A baud of thirty-live had a 
light at Longwood this moriiiug with Citizen Guards; result not 
knowui. Major Mullins had a skirmish near Dover on the 10th instant; 
(*aptui‘cd 2 horses and 3 equipments. Do not know that any of the 
guerrillas Avere killed. 

E. B. BBOWN^, 
Brigadier‘General of Volunteers, 

Major-General Roseokans, 

Haint Louis, 


SEPTEMBER 13-17, 1864.—Expedition from Morganza to Eausse River, 
La., with skirmishes near Bayou Maringonin (13th), near Rosedale (15th), 
and near Bayou Maringonin (16th). 

Report of Lieut. Col. Asa L. Gurney^ Beeond JVew Yorl* Veteran Gamlry, 

Hdqrs. Second Few York State Vet. Cavalry Vols., 

Morganza^ La.,, September i;, ISOI. 
Captain: I have the honor to make the following report of a raid 
from which I have just returned: 

Pursuant to Special Orders, Fo. 97, Cavalry Forces, Fineteenth Army 
Corps,left cami> with 125 men of my regiment at 8 p. ra. of the 13th 
instant, and moved out on the Fordoche road, searching all the houses 
in which rebels were suspected of being secreted. At Mr. Downing^s I 
encountered a party of fifteen rebels, and captured 1 man and 9 horses, 
with nearly all their arms and equipments. Arrived on Bayou Marin- 
gouin just before daylight. Captain Ratliff was sleeping with his wife 
in the house of Major Barrow. A gun fired just before I reached the 
house gave him the alarm, and he escaped by jumping fi*om his bed¬ 
room window- His horse, pistols, &c., were captured. Colonel Sparks 
and Cai)tain Barrow received the alarm by the firing of the same gun 
and escaped to the swamp. I halted until evening at the house of 
Colonel Sparks, when I moved down Bayou Maringonin to the place of 
Mr, Bogan, and halted the command for the night. On the morning of 
the 15tli I moved across to Bayou Grossetete and encountered about 
sixty of the enemy near Rosedale. After a slight skirmish they fled to 
the woods to escape a charge made by a squadron of my command- 
Four miles below Rosedale I found a house containing a large quantity 
of dry goods, medicines, &c. The house was occupied by a Mr. Castle, 
who ran to the swamp upon our approach. Mrs. Castle had gone to 
Few Orleans. I loaded the goods into a cart and brought them to camp. 
Camped for the night at Mrs. Mathews^, at the junction of Bayous Grosse¬ 
tete and Maringouin, At daylight on the morning of the 16th forded 
Bayou Thomas; followed a bridle-path for about five miles, when I came 
upon the camp of Major Pryne and captured, after a brief skirmish^ 
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Captain Gentle.^, 2 men, and a number of horses, arms, and equipments; 
would have captured the whole commaifd, which consisted of Major 
Pryne, Captains Gentles and Williams, and about thirty men present, 
had not a single shot been fired when we weie about a half mile from 
the camp, where we met a messenger going out. Camped for the night 
on Fausse Eiver, and came into camp about 8 a. m. the 17th instant. 

The following is a list of captures: Three or four thousand dollars’ 
worth of dry goods, 25 horses, 10 mules, 15 pistols, 5 carbines, 8 shot¬ 
guns, 4 prisoners of war, including 1 captain. 

Mrs. Eatlift’has been stopiung at Major Barrow’s about a week, and 
Captain Eatliff has staid with her nearly every night. She came out 
on Fausse Eiver and waited nearly a whole day to see me; she stated 
her business to be looking for a mule, but I think her object was to see 
when I returned to camp and get what other information she could. 

A. L. GUENEY, 
Lieiitenani-Colonel^ Commanding. 


Capt. B. Wilson, 

AHHistant Adjutant-General^ U. S, Forces. 


SEPTEMBER 14, 1864.—Skirmish at Bullitt’s Bayou, La. 

Bej)ort of Capt. Thomas M. FlUott, Sixty-third U. S. Colored Troops, 

Hdqrs. Detach. Sixty-third U. S. Colored Inpty., 

BuUiifs Bayou, September 15,1801. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report: 

Yesterday, the 14th instant, about 8 a. m., a squad of rebels, number¬ 
ing about fifteen, attacked our picket on the river-bank by slipping up 
through the brush. They killed 2 outright. They being mounted wctc 
soon out of reach of us. I followed them about one mile and a half 
with two companies, but finding it was useless I returned. They were 
commanded by Jo. Cause. There is nothing this side of tlie Tensas, I 
think, but this squad, commanded by the villain Jo. Cause. 

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, yours, &ii., 

T. M. ELLIOTT, 
Captain, Commanding. 

Lieut. S. ivr. Guest, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SEPTEMBER 14-21,1864.—Scout in Texas County, Mo., with skirmish (18th) 

at Thomasville, Mo. 

l^KJPOR'TS. 

No. 1.—Capt. Clement C. Laurant, Assihtant Adjutant-General, U. S. Army. 

No. % —Capt. Ferdinand Charveaux, Fifth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 1. 

Report of Capt. Clement G. Laurant, Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8. 

Amny. 

Eolla, Mo., September 20,1864. 

Capt. F. Charveaux, with a detachment of forty-five men from the 
Fifth Missouri State Militia Cavahy, attacked Colonel Coleman’s band 



Chap. LIII.J 


801 


SCOUT IN TEXAS COUNTY, MO. 

of rebels, from 160 to 200 strong, at Thoinasvillc last Sunday morn¬ 
ing. Twenty rebels were killed, 12 wounded, 9 captured; 28 liorses 
and mules were also taken. Our loss 1 liorse wounded. 

c. o. lauea:nt, 

Assist a nt Adj iiia n t- Genera L 

Oapt. J. F. Bennett, 

Assistant Adjntant-General. 


2 . 

Be])ort of Capt Ferdinand Charveanx^ Fifth Missonri State Militia 

Oaralry. 

Boll A, Mo., Septemher All. 1664. 

Colonel: Pursuant to Special Orders, 154, from lieadquaites 
Post of Eolla, I left this post September 14 ^^itll Lieutenant Storz and 
forty-two enlisted men from Companies K and L, Fifth (^avalry Mis¬ 
souri State Militia; proceeded twenty-live miles on a cross-road toward 
Houston to James Clift’s; 1 then rested and camped till next moridng, 
September 15. 1 then started in the direction of Houston, arriving 
there in the evening; remained over night at the place of A. Jadwin’s, 
near Houston. Next morning, September 16,1 received information 
that several gangs of bushwhackers'were in the country. I then started 
in a southwest direction with the expe(*tation of meeting some. After 
traveling about vsix or seven miles I rei'eived information that about 
thirteen bushwhackers had passed through that ('ountry the night pre¬ 
vious. I went to the house of Eichmond, who is bushwhacking with 
his son. I ordered the things taken out of the houses and had the 
houses set on hre. 1 then pro(*eeded five miles farther to the house of 
Absly, who is out with the bushwhackers, which I had burned in the 
manner of Eichmond’s. L went about three miles farther and receh ed 
information that there was a gang of about fifty bushwhackers in the 
direction of Spring Valley; I tracked them about six miles, and lost 
their track through the woods and the hills. 1 stopped over night at 
Thomas ICinnan’s and started early next morning, Sei)tember 17, to 
Spring Valley, where I received information that some rebels had been 
at Thomasville two or three days previous. 1 immediately proceeded 
iw direct (‘ourse for Thomusville, taking by-roads. I stopped over 
night at the house of William H. Goldsbeiry’s. Next morning, Sep¬ 
tember 18, started toward Thomuvsville. .Viter traveling about thi*ee 
miles J met a man who informed nie that Colonel ('oleman was to be 
at Thomasville with his command of about 300 imai tlie night prerious. 
I kept on my route, ■!,. -t' : ’!. _ n -peed; sixmiles this side of Thomas¬ 
ville, at the house 'II wa^ informed that Coleman had 
camped at Thomasville the night previous. Wlum I ai rived within one 
mile of Colemaifs camp tlie advance guard cai)tured a prisoner, who 
vstated that Coleman had 300 men, but that there were only from 160 to 
200 in camp. 1 used the prisoner as guide, and as soon as coming in vsight 
of the camp, which was in a field, I gave the order to charge, which was 
prom])tly executed by my nnm, who were eager for the sport. After a 
half houi’s skirmish the enemy were comifietely routed, killing 20 men 
and 1 captain (Taylor), captured 10 prisoners, 24 head of horses and 
5 mules, nine saddles, and about 30 stand of small-arms, which I was 
obliged to have broken up except three guns that I brought in, as I 
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had not transportation or means to bring them here. No loss on onr 
side except one horse slightly wounded. I then marched back to Golds- 
berry’s and fed and went to S. Shopp’s, where I stopped all night. 
Next morning, September 19, started in direction of Eolla. One pris¬ 
oner in tiying to escape was killed by one of my men. Stopped over 
night at William Thorntoii\s, twelve miles this side of Houston. The 
next day, September 20,1 came asfar as Jackson’s Mill on Little Piney, 
and arrived at Eolla to-day at 11 a. m., traveling on an average forty- 
five miles a day. The horses seemed very much fatigued. 

I am, ^’ory respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEED. CHAEYEAUX, 

Captain Co. L, Fifth Cavalry Missouri State Militia. 

Lieut. Col. J. A. Eppstein, 

Commanding Post. 


SEPTEMBER 15-19, 1864.—Operations in Randolph, Howard, and Boone 
Counties, Mo., with skirmish (16th) at Columbia. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Joseph B. Ponglassy commanding Fighth District^ 
Enrolled Missonri Militia. 

Columbia, Mo., September 16^ 1864. 

General. : I left Sturgeon yesterday morning with a detachment 
First Iowa Veteran Cavalry and a detachment Third Missouri State 
Militia; went into Eandolph County. South of Huntsville struck the 
head of Perehe Creek; followed down the creek. Late in the evening 
I found the trail of a body of rebels; followed them until night. 
Camped for the night, after traveling about thirty miles. Started 
early this morning; found that I was on the trail of Perkins, Pitney, 
PoAvell, and Bill Stevens, with seventy men. Ean on their pickets 
about eight miles north of Columbia, killing 1 and running the others 
three miles. The men scattered in every direction. I have two com¬ 
panies Forty-ninth Infantry in the brush, and learn that they had a 
skirmish with the rebels to-day, but did not learn the result. My im¬ 
pression is that the rebels are trying to cross the river. I will leave 
here early to-morrow morning, and intend to use every exertion in my 
power to exterminate these men. Will report from tune to time, as I 
can find time to write and a post-ofiice to send my letter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. DOUGLASS, 

Brigadier- General. 

Brig. Gen. 0. B. Fisk. 


JIdqrs. Eiguitti Mil. Dist., Enrolled Missouri Mil., 

Mexico^ September ^<9, 1864. 

General : I arrived at Mexico last evening, having been out six 
days with 11(> men First Iowa Cavalry and about sixty-five Third 
Missouri State Militia. From Sturgeon we traveled on an average about 
thirty miles per day, over the roughest portions of Eandolph, Howard, 
and Boone, thoroughly scouring the brush on the Perehe Creek, from 
its headin Eandolph County to its mouth in Boone County. We killed 
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2 rebels, captured 2 boys in citizens dress, and not knovdng at the time 
that they were bushwhackers held them as prisoners, but I now have 
the proof against them that they are bushwhackers. What muvst be 
done with them? The largest band found was sixty-six, but on being 
pursued they scattered and broke up into smaller bands. I found no 
evidence on the Missouri Eiver of a concentration to cross over south, 
but found the rebels all over the country in small bands, fleeing and 
secreting themselves to save their lives from the storm that they seem 
to sec coming. I think that many persons are deserting them and 
going to the Northern States for safety, and if we could have a first-rate 
detective on the railroads many of them might be caught. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. DOUGLASS, 

Brigadier-Oenerah 

Brig. Gen. G. B. Fisk, 

^aini Joseph^ Mo, 


SEPTEMBEE 16-25, 1864.—Operations in the vicinity of Morganza, La,, 
with skirmishes at Williamsport (16th), at the Atchafalaya River (17th), 
and at Bayou Alabama and Morgan’s Ferry (20th), 

REJPOR-Ty. 

No, 1.—Brig. Oeu. Michael K. Lawler, IT. S. Army, commandiug U. S. forces at Mor-s 
gauza, Jja. 

No. —Col. Joshua J. Guppey, Twenty-third Wisconsin Inlautry, eouimanding I^hird 
Brigade, Second Division, Nineteenth Army Corps. 

No. 3.—Capt. Janies E. Willis, Eighty-seventh Illinois Infantry. 

No, 4.—Lieut. Col. Asa L. Gnrney, Second N(‘\v York Veteran Cavaliy. 

No. 5.—Col. Henry N. Frisbie, Ninety-second U. S. Colored Troops, coiuiuauding 
First Brigade of Colored Troops. 

No. 6.—Col. Alexander W, Terrell, Terrell’s Texas (^a\alry. 


No. 1. 


Beporfs of Brig, Qoi, Michml K, Lawler^ U, Army, commanding U, IS* 

forces at Morgan;:>a^ La, 

HEADQUARTER!:^ U. S. FOROEf^, 
Morganza^ La,, ISeptcmler 16,18GL 

A company of my men, temporarily detailed on the gun-boat Ozark, 
captured last night 5 prisoners, 4 horses, and some contrabands. A 
force of seventy-five men, sent yesterday evening to Williamsport, were 
attacked by a regiment of rebel cavalry and lost in killed and captured 
39 men, I have dispatched Col. E. J. Davis with a lieavy force of cav¬ 
alry, supported by infantry, to intercept them if possible before they 
cross the Atchafalaya, 

M. K. LAWLER, 
Brigadier- General, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Christensen, 

Asst, Adjt, Gen,, Military Division of West Mississippi, 
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Morg-anza, La., /September 20^ ibOL 
Captain : Last night I sent Colonel Spieely with 2,000 men to Atcha- 
falaya. This evening he crossed and occupies the position where the 
rebels had their battery, near Morgan’s Ferry. I am sending out 1,000 
additional men and will hold the point and place batteries in position 
on this side to cover the crossing. 

M. K. LAWLEE, 
Brigadier-Generalj Commandhuj. 

Captain Twining, 

Aide-de-Camp^ uieteenth Army Corps, Xerc Orleans. 


Morganza, La., /September 21^ ISOL 
Lieutenant-Colonel Giumey, Second ITew York Cavalry, with 225 men 
made a raid into the lower part of this parish and captured yesterday, 
after a short skirmish, the (*amp of Captain Eatlilf, 1 piece of artillery, 
a number of sinall-ai*ms, 3 prisoners, 15 horses, a ('hest of medicine, 
and a large quantity of ammunition, clothing, and a rebel mail. The 
piece of artillery was spiked, tilled with shell, and sunk in the middle 
of a bayou, in fifty feet of water. The road was impassable for artillery 
or wagons, and hence the gun was destroyed. What ammunition could 
not be brought off was thrown into the bayou. The (*amp, which con¬ 
sisted of houses, barns, negro quarters, and a saw-mill, was burned, 

M. K. LAWLEE, 
Brlyadier-General^ Commanding, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Cihiistensen, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MoiiGANZA, La., /September 21^ 1864. 

It is not the intention to send troops any farther than to Morgan’s 
Ferry, about thirteen miles. I have one ])rigade and two batteries 
there, and can withdraw at any time inside of five hours. The occupa¬ 
tion of that point enables us to keep thoroughly posted in reference to 
the movements of the enemy, and also to collect beef and forage, the 
former of which we are much in need. I have just heard from Colonel 
Spieely. He reports that the enemy are returning to Alexandria on 
account of the scarcity of subsistence. 

M. K. LAWLEE, 
Brigadier- General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Christensen, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Neic Orleans. 


Headquarters U. S. Forces, 
Morgmiza., La.j 8ei)temb€r 22., 1861. 
In addition to the articles reported to you as caiitured in the camp 
of Captain Eatliff‘, I have to report 74,000 musket water-proof percus 
siou caps, 22 ounces quinine, 5 poundvS opium, and other medicines, 
estimated in value by our surgeon at $384. 

M. K. LAWLEE, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Christensen, 

Assistant Adjutant-General., New Orleans. 



Chap. Lfll ] OPERATIONS IN THE VICINITY OF M(jRGANZA, LA. 805 

No. 2. 


Report of Col, Jonlnia J, Qnppey, Ticenty-ililrd WlncoiLshi Infantry^ 
commandiuy Third Jhvyad(\ i^econd DiviHioiu JS^ineiemth Army '(U>rpH, 

Hlqrs. 3d Brkl, 2d Dit., 1*)th Ar3IY ('orps, 

j\lor()(inz(i,, Hq)tem]je7^ 1S6I, 

Sir: Piirsnaiit to orders from General Lawler, I marelied from this 
pla(‘e ill snp])ort of Colonel Davis on tlie Kith instant, with the One 
hundred and sixty-first New York. Ijientenant-(\)lonel Kinsey com* 
maiiding; the Twenty-third Wisconsin, Lieutenant-(Viloiiel Hill com¬ 
manding, and tlu3 Seventy-fifth and Ninety second V, S. Colored Infan¬ 
try; the last two named regiments reporting to me under their brigade 
commander, Colonel Frisbie. I marched nineteen miles during the 
night, two miles farther than was necessary, owing to ^vant of exact 
information on the part of the guide, but after (‘orrectmg my position,. 
I went into camp at the head of Bayou Letsworth, on the ground where 
our men had been captured that morning. Colonel Davis was proceed¬ 
ing down this bayou toward Simsport, and our camp was within three 
miles of the rear of his column at the time of our halt, but I had not 
established direct eoinmunication with him. In the morning we fol¬ 
lowed his force seven miles toward Simsiiort, when we met a messen¬ 
ger from Colonel Davis informing me that the rebels had got across the 
river and that the cavalry was on its leturn. I halted till Colonel 
Davis came up, and Ills information confirming what I had been told, 
viz, that it was twenty- five miles to Morgan’s Feiay by any ])racticable 
route from where we were, and the object of my joining Colonel Spicely 
having ceased to exist by the escape of the lebels to the north side of 
the Alchafalaya, 1 de(‘ided to return to Morganza. Colonel Davis gave 
me 200 cavalry and preceded me with the rest of his force on the return. 
I inarched back about ibiirteen miles and went into camp at o.30 p. m., 
having made forty miles in less than twenty tour hours. This morn¬ 
ing I came to camp here, marching about ten miles. My command sui- 
ered no loss while out, but many of my men are very foot-sore. 

I regret to state that this morning, while Colonel Frisbie was with 
the rear guard and I was at the head of the column, many men of the 
Ninety-second Colored Infantry broke from their ranks and commenced 
stealing poultry, <&e. As vsoon as advised of their actions I put them in 
order in snch a manner that they made no further attempts at pillag¬ 
ing. The Seventy-fifth Colored Infantry is an excellently behaved 
regiment and I could not but admire their good behavior while the 
Ninety-second were straggling about houses and yards this morning. 
The lieutenant-colonel of the Seventy-fifth seems to be an excellent 
disciplinarian. I have no fault to find with the Ninety-second, except 
the acts of pillage above named, and Colonel Frisbie assures me that 
the guilty ones shall be properly dealt with. 

I have witli reluctance mentioned this matter, that no imputation 
may re^st on my own character as an officer. 

Bespectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. J. GUPPEY, 

Volojud^ (Umimanding IjxpedHion, 

Capt. B. Wilson, 

Asnhtant Adjutan t- GeneraL 
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Report of Capt James R. Willis^ Rigldij-serenfli Illinois Infanfry, 

Morganza, La., l^epteniber 1804, 

Sir : 1 would re«pectfally submit tlie followiug rei)ort of the scout 
from Eighty-seveiitli Illinois Mounted Infantry and First Louisiana 
Cavalry, on tbelStk and ICtli instant, of wliicli I was commander; 

Tlie scout was composed of Captain Sberidan, with fifty men from tlie 
Eighty-seveutii Illinois, and Lieutenant Sbafier, with twenty-five men 
frointhe First Louisiana. VYe moved out on the up-river road at 3 
]). m. and encamped near Pringle’s about dark. We moved u]) the 
river next morning, IGth instant, about sunrise. At Williamsport a 
])icket was found, but dispersed when fired on by our advance. Here 
Captain Sheridan was left with forty men. I went up the river with 
Lieutenant Shaffer and thirty-five men; finding no enemy we returned. 
On arriving at the point where Captain Sheridan was stationed, we were 
fired on by a rebel iiicket. We soon found one of our men dead and 
another severely wounded. Supiiosing Sheridan had been driven 
toward Morganza, we pushed down the river exiiecting to cut through 
the rebs and join Sheridan, but after passing below the rebs we learned 
tliat but one of Sheridan’s men had passed; that the remainder had 
been captured was evident, so we pushed on toward (lamp as fast as 
possible. Of the party with Sheridan, 1 was killed, 2 wounded; one 
of the wounded died in three hoiu'S and the other was brought in by a 
scout and one escaped. In the hands of the enemy, 1 captain and 31 
men from Eighty-seventh Illinois, and 5 men hum First Louisiana 
Cavalry, 

Lespe(*tfullv, youi* obedient servant, 

JAMES E. WILLIS, 

(Japtain. 

Captain Wilson, 

Asslsfani . 1 djafan ^ (ieiteral. 


ISTo. 4. 

Reports of Lieut, VoL Asa L, (hirnei/^ t4ecou<l Kefc Tori' Veterayi Car- 

(dry. 

Headquarters (Cavalry Forces, 
Fausse Rlver^ La.y ISeptemher 1864, 
Captain : Left camp with 225 of my command at 9 p. m. the 10th and 
arrived at Bayou Alabama at 7.30 next a. m. after the hardest march 
I ever had. (3rossed the bayou, captui*ed the camp of Captain l^atlifi: 
after a short skirmish, and returned to this camp, where 1 arrived at 1 
p. m. to-day, having fed my men and horses but once in the time, as the 
march was through woods and swami)s. Captured at the camp of 
Captain Eatliff, 1 piece of artillery, 3 carbines, 6 pistols, 4 sabers, 3 
prisoners of war, 15 horses, 4 saddles, large chest of medicines, large 
quantity of clothing and ammunition, and a large mail. Spiked the 
l)iece of artillery, filled it with shell, &c., and sunk it in the middle of 
the bayou after dismounting it. Water about fifty feet deep. Had no 
means of bringing it away and the roads were impassable for artillery. 
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What amiuTiuitioii could not 1)<‘ hronglit away was tlirown in the bayou 
or ])uriied with the building. Burned the ay hole caiupj Avhich consisted 
of houses, barns, negro quarters, and a saw-mill. Too much cannot be 
said in the praise of Lieutenant WcvStinghouse and Sergeant Cadwell, of 
my regiment, who swam a(*ross tliebayou in tioiitof the enemy’s sharp¬ 
shooters and brought a<u‘oss the rtat-]>oat by whi(*h 1 crossed my men. 

Inclosed I send yon a few of the letters captured; will send more and 
report more iiarticularly as soon as I can get time. The citizen prisoner, 
Howard, was arrested, as JMrs. Frank Har<ling, of Bayou Grossetete, 
accused him of coming with Captain Pryne and arresting her husband 
and sending him across the Atchafalaya for during the war on account 
of his Union sentiments and because he took the oath of allegiance. 

1 am, cax)tain, very resxiectfully, your obedient serA^ant, 

A. L. GUENTEY, 

LI e iifen ant-Colonel, Co m m and big. 

Captain B. Wilson, 

Assbitmit Adjutant-Cenerah 


IlBQRS. f^BGOND VETERAN CAVALRY, NTeAV ToRK YoLS., 

Jlorgauca, La.^ Js'eptember 186L 
Captain : Pursuant to orders I left camp with a detachment of my 
regiment at 7 a. m. the 10th instant, Avith five days’ rations, camp 
equipage, &c., and halted at 10 m. at Poydras’ College, on Fausse 
EiA^er, Avhere I established a camx) and sent orders to the detachment 
of cavahy at Grossetete Bayou to report to me by direction of General 
Lawler. At 9 j). m. the 20th instant left my cami) with 225 men (leav¬ 
ing fifty men to guard camp) and moA^ed out to Bayou Mariiigouin, AAlierc 
I searched CA^ery house. At the liouse of Wiley Barrow I left the 
bayou and went straight back into the swamx>, and after x>assingoA"ei‘ a 
very mnddy road throngli an almost imxienetrable swanq), arrived at 
Bayou Alabama at 7.30 a. m., liaAdng been fiA'e hours going over eight 
miles of road. Halted my command one-third of a mile fi‘om the bayou 
and dismounted my men to fight on foot. Went forward my sell to 
ascertain the position of the enemy; found an island in my &ont from 
which some of the enemy were bathing. Yldth of the bayou to the 
island about fifty yards. On the opposite bank a camp fire, one xhece 
of artillery in x^osition, a hnt surrounded by camxA kettles, &e., and 
three or four men in the water. A flat-boat lay at the oxiposite bank 
dii‘ectly under the piece of artillery. Posted sharpshooters behind 
trees, stumi^s, &c., to kee]) the artillery silent and cover a crossing. 
Brought ui> my men, while Lieut. Albert Westinghouse, Company B, 
and Sergeant Cad well, Company B, both of my regiment, swam the 
bayou and brought across the flat-boat, by which 1 was able to cross 
thirty men at a time. The enemy disaxApeared in the woods upon see¬ 
ing us. Sixty men across and I commenced moving at a double-quick 
into the woods; came upon the camp of Captain Eatliff after one mile 
and a half march and captured it with but a slight skirmish. The 
, camxA consisted of wooden buildings,houses, barns, negi*o quarters, and 
a saw-mill, all of which I burned, except a few quarters occupied by 
old negroes. Captured at this camp 1 piece of artillery, a few carbines, 
sabers, and pistols, a large amount of ammunition, intsiluding artillery, 
carbine, and pistol powder, iiercussion caps, &c., five dozen pairs pants, 
eight dozen shirts, large sux)i)ly of commissary stores, camp equipage, 
&c., also 15 horses, 3 prisoners of war, and a large mail. I was unable 
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to brin^' away but a very small quantity of tbe (aiptured stores on 
aeeoiiiit of the bad roads. Many places luy men Jiad to dismount and 
lead their houses, having many bayous to ford and never finding a 
bridge. I spiked the piece of artillery and sunk it in the middle ol the 
bayou, first dismounting it; water about fifty feet deep and very soft 
bottom. Destroyed everything of value not brought away. Found at 
the camp Mrs. Eatliff, the captain’s wife. Eeturned by another road, 
striking the State road at Eobert 1. Barrow’s, five miles above Livonia; 
halted at sundown at John Lombard’s, where we fed and rested for the 
first time since the day before. My men were very much fatigued, the 
work performed by them being of the most laborious character. Ee- 
sumed tlie march at 7 a. m. the next day and arrived at my camp on 
Fausse Eiver at 1 p. m. Broke camp on Fausse Eiver at 7 a. m. 22d 
instant, and arrived at this camp at 12 m. I was informed by Mrs. 
Frank Harding that her husband was arrested by Confederate authority 
and confined for during the war for taking the oath of allegiance to 
the United States and for fiiendliness to our soldiers. 

The order was issued for his arrest upon an application signed by Mr. 
Pullman, of Grossetete Bayou, Mr. Mathews, at junction of Fordoche 
and Grossetete Bayous; Mr.Ciberth, of Fausse Eiver; Eev.Mr. Smiley, 
Grossetete; Eobert 1. Barrow, State road above Grossetete. Mr. How¬ 
ard, whom I arrested, conducted C’aptain Pryne and men to arrest 
Frank Harding and assistedin the arrest. I would respectfully recom¬ 
mend that the parties (*ausing the arrest of Mr. Harding be arrested 
and confined until Mr. Harding is released and returned to his family, 
which is very large and poor. 

The following were the troops under my command on this expedition: 
Second Veteran Oavaliy, jNew York Volunteers, 234men; First Texas 
Cavalry Volunteers, 75 men; total, 309. 

Very respectrally, vour obedient servant, 

A. L. GUEKEY, 

Li € nten an /- Colonel^ Goynm a n ding. 

(’apt. B. Wilson, 

AsHiHUmf A'djuimif-Genemi, TJ. Forces. 


17o. 5. 

Report of (U)l. Henry V. Frlsbie^ Ninety-second T7. S. Colored Troops, 
commanding First Brigade of Colored Troops. 

Hdors. First Brigade, U. S. Colored Troops, 

Morganza, La., Hepteniber 24,18Gi. 

Lieutenant : I have the honor to report the safe retmm of my com¬ 
mand. Colonel Guppey, of the Twenty-third Wisconsin Infantry, hav¬ 
ing other troops, directed the march, wliich continued all night. Soon 
after daylight we reached the point of our destination, which was Mor¬ 
gan’s Ford, on the Atchafalaya Eiver, where we found quite a force 
under command of Colonel Spicely, Twenty-foui‘th Indiana Infantry, 
and wlio treated us courteously and gentlemanly throughout the time 
I was under his command. For two days we worked at fatigue, build¬ 
ing lunettes for the iiiTillery and cutting roads in the woods, so they 
could be approached under cover. Some officers, apparently acting by 
authority, seemed hardly able to find enough for the colored troops to 
do. Lieutenant-Colonel Pearsall, of the Ninety-ninth U. S. Colored 
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Infantry (eiip,'iiioers), wlio was in charge of the works, became disgusted 
and returned to Morgaii^a. Some beef procui*ed ]:>y a detail from my 
command from over the river, by permission of Ooloiiel Spicely, for the 
])enefit of the troops, who were sufrering some from scurvy, was, in my 
tem])orary absence, taken by a cavalry office]*, who represented it to be 
by my order. I am sorry to say tliere are persons wearing the uniform of 
a IT. S. officer who will not scruple to tell a falsehood to gain some petty 
advantage and use his uniform to deceive a poor nigger,’’ and after¬ 
ward tell his smartness (shame) to his fellows, and then with the air of 
a down look around for applause. The evening before we left some 
buildings on the other side of the river were burned. There seemed to 
be a general disposition to accuse the colored troops of doing it, and 
Colonel Spicely seemed to believe the report, and would probably have 
officially so reported it if I had not positively assured him to the con¬ 
trary, fr‘om indisputable evidence in my possession; Imt they could not 
a(*(*use them of burning the buildings the night before they came, the 
ruins of which were still smoldering, and which was just as wanton 
an act as the other. Some white soldiers on the road were catching 
fowls, and no eftbil was made to stop them. When some officers sent 
in some of their men to get water a white guard was sent immediately 
to arrest them to prevent, as was alleged, their plundering, yet no stop 
was put to the operation of the others. On the return but few men 
were unable to march and keep up, and not a dozen had to be carried, 
and in this respect they far exceeded the white troops. In fact, they 
mar<*h as well as any white troops with which they have come in con¬ 
tact, Sonic sixteen recruits wore obtained, and about 150 contrabands. 
A patient and systematic efrbrt would probably bring to light many 
recruits, but great paiiis^are taken to hide this class of persons on the 
approach of our forces, tlhc^ migration of so many women and cluldi'en 
is not encouraged, as they are an incumbrance to the army, aud it is 
not beneficial to themselves. If some officers vith a few mounted 
men are permitted to accompany tlie cavalry many more recruits could 
be obtained; but as it is, when they go they have no interest, and in 
tact discourage the coming of these persons. The policy of breaking 
up brigades and then mixing white and black regiments to form a new 
one tor raiding purposes temporarily is exceedingly injudicious and 
productive of much evil and disorganization, and but little good can 
come of it. No white troops lifted an ax or a spade while out on that 
trip to work, yet the colored troops mar(‘hed as far, did as much guard 
duty, aud would probably have fought as hard as the other trooiis, as 
they carried as much ammunition and were as well armed, and while 
the rest lay in the shade we were hard at work. 

The constant violation of orders ixom the Wai‘ Department by so 
many commanders falling temporarily in command of colored troops 
has been the subject of remark and complaint so long that it seems 
useless to complain again or to mention it, for I liave almost ceased to 
expect justice from any one, for if they will not obey and respect the 
published orders of the Secretary of War, neither will they those of 
General Canby, for he has republished this order that pi'ohibits colored 
troops being required to do an excess of work or fatigue duty over and 
above those with wliom they are associated. The work is no objection 
to either officers or men, but the manner and the cii'cumstances under 
which it is required. The slui* and stigma of inferiority is what dis¬ 
pleases so many offilcers and makes it so difficult to keep our best offi- 
(*ers, for they will not command troops that the Government allows 
inferiority to become attached to, for they say if, the Government 
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wants ])()ssevs or oversoeis lei tlieni so be employed from 11 iom‘ ^\llo 
want the i)osition; but while iliey bear commissions they want only 
their fair share of fall^ue, but will do any amount of fighting*. The 
people along the road of this raid and the one previous seemed terror- 
stricken at the sight of black troops, and in future, if every raid is an¬ 
swered by bla(*k tioops, you wall soon not hear of one this side of the 
Atehafalaya JiiA^er, yet they behaved in a soldierly manner and were at 
all times under stri(*t discipline. The distance between this place and 
the Atehafalaya Kiver is so near on a straight line that a couple of 
regiments could probably in a week make a good road between two 
points. The value of holding the line of that river is so manifest to 
one who will look at the subject that probably only very great interests 
elsevhere have so far prevented, but wdth this road the same force that 
holds the JMississippi (‘ould also hold that and give cpiiet and secmity 
from Turnbull Island to Bayou LaEourche, and yet be as available in 
three hours as if at Morganza. An intren(*hed camp on the west side 
of that river to cover the operations of the (*avalry up and down the 
rivei* and toward 0])elousas, flanked by batteries on the east bank, 
would make the position impregnable, and no raid need be apprehended 
from the certainty of its destrin^tion if attemi)ted. The force at Mor- 
ganza would answer the puipose, and when they are with(li*awn, con¬ 
centrate the troops between here and the Brashear City Ilailroad, and 
its occupation would include within oui* lines a very ri(*h country fr*om 
which considerable supi)lies for the enemy are now^ being drawn, and 
the abundance of timber would enable us qui(‘kly and chea])ly to con¬ 
st ru(‘t a telegraph and keep the wagon road in good order. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

II. EEISBIE, 

Colonel Ninely-seeond U. K Colored lufaniry^ Commanding, 

Lieut. O. A. Eioe, 

Aeting Assd,Hia)U Adjuiayii-Ceneral, 


ls"o, 0. 

Report of Col, Alexander W, Terrell,, TerrelVa Texas Cavalry, 

Hdqks. Terrell^s BEiaADE, Bagby^s Division, 

Rvergreeu, Sejdemher 27,, 1864, 

Major: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 20th 
instant at 3 a. m. a Federal force from Morganza moved against my 
position at Morgan’s Ferry. My advance pi(*kets, who were stationed 
at a secret post, gave information that one battery of four guns with an 
advance of cava&y passed the secret post at 2.30 a. m., and that other 
artillery was approaching with a large body of cavalry. Information 
which had been received fr’om Iversons trusted and relied on by me on 
the 18th compelled the conviction in my mind that a comparatively 
large force would move from Morganza, with the design to cross and 
drive me from the line of the Atehafalaya. 

On the 17th I had fought a force of Federals, estimated at 4,000 
strong, with six pieces of cannon (Mms’ battery), and succeeded in 
driving it back with considerable loss. Owing to this fact I was the 
better satisfied that the threatened attack on the 20th would be with a 
heavier force and more mettle than that with which the action was fought 
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Oil tlie ITtli. One day's iigliliug with, a careful and critical examination 
of the situation had comiiiced me that if a systematic effort was made 
by the enemy he could take the battery and most of its sharpshooter 
support. For that reason 1 had ordered the battery to change its x>osi- 
tion to a point higher up the Bayou Atchafalaya until works of ])rotec 
tion could be constructed to avoid its being subjected to an enfilading 
fire from the northeast and southwest. 

On the morning of the 20th the enemy approached very leisurely, 
halting out of range, and commenced the construction of an impromiitu 
bridge across Muscle Shoal Bayou, as also the opening of a road leading 
to the river below the mouth of the Muscle Shoal Bayou. Before day¬ 
light the enemy had iiassed two pieces of cannon along the north base 
of Oowhead Bayou Byke, and moved them muffled to a ])oiiit through 
the woods, from which part of the levee on the west side of the river 
could be enfiladed. The work on the bridge and in opening the road 
to the south of my position continued. The design of tine enemy was 
made apparent at an early hour. It was to outfiank me on the right, 
cross the river where there was no levee on the west side, and take me 
in the rear, or else move by the railroad grade and cut off my retreat 
through the swamp. 

Under date of the 18th of September I received written instructions 
from the brigadier-general commanding cavalry south of Bed Eiver to 
‘^risk nothing in the way of being captured, and that if an attempt is made 
to cross in above or below to fall back at once.” My acffion was con¬ 
trolled in a great measure by these instructions. On the first alarm I 
had ordered my trains and sick to the rear. As the force of the enemy 
developed itself the artillery was ordered to move in retreat, and when 
preparations were made to cross by cutting the road down the river 
below me, the regiments were ordered back, except three companies in 
charge of Lieutenant Walton, assistant adjutant-general, who was left 
to watch the motions of the enemy, retard their (*rossing, and skirmish 
with them through the swamp. At 3 p.m.the enemy su(*ceeded in throw¬ 
ing across the river two miles below Morgan’s Ferry a body of 300 or 
400 infantry, or dismounted cavalry, which moved thence up the river 
in rear and flank of the position from ivhich I fought on the 17th. As 
they advanced the pickets thrown out by Lieutenant Walton retired 
and rejoined their respective companies. The Thirty-fifth Cavalry 
retired by tlie Faulkner’s Ferry road, destroying the pontoon bridge 
thrown across Bayou Eouge. Moved to Eutledge’s, and there awaited 
to form a junction with the Thirty-fourth Eeglment, which retreated by 
way of the Atcliafalaya and Washington road. The First Texas Cav¬ 
alry was ordered to fall ba(*k from Sims]3ort, leaving small pickets on 
the river toward BvergTcen, vskiiinishing with the enemy if an advance 
were made, and to await at Evergreen for a junction with the other 
regiments of the brigade. No stand was made in the sw^amp with the 
two regiments because of the ability of the enemy to take me in flank 
or rear, or cut off* my line of retreat if the railroad grade were traveled 
by them with that intent, between which and the Atchafalaya and Wash¬ 
ington road no communication by cavalry could be kept up. As soon 
as 1 was safe from (*apture I occupied the fii'st available and defensible 
position and placed my regiments in line, the one in rear of the other 
one-half mile. In this position I remained until relieved by Brigadier- 
General Bebray, one regiment of whose brigade was thrown in advance. 

From the best information I can obtain the Federal force consisted 
of 3,000 or 4,000 men and twelve pieces of cannon, the larger portion 
of which did not cross the bayou. My own force which could be used 
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in figlit after^Hardthe line of the liver did not e\:(*(‘ed 100 men and 
four pieces of (‘aiinon with the men of the battery. What force of tlie 
enemy crossed tlie rivta* J am unable to determine. 

Deserters who were sent forward to brigade headcpiarters yesterday 
were among those wiio crossed in boats brought from Morganza, swiin- 
ming their liorses. 

I am aware of the fact that my retreat from Morgan’s Ferry is ceu- 
sui’ed by the citizens living near that point, not one of whom came to 
my relief on the 17th, when from daylight until dark I remained at tlie 
battery with less than a hundred nnm ligliting several thousand. 

1 have forgotten to mention that the ammunition for the battery was 
nearly exhausted in the engagement on the 17th, and no su])p]yluid 
been received on the 20th, though a courier liad been started to send it 
by express. 

I have tlie honor, maior, to remain vour obedient servant, 

A. W. TEREELL, 
C(>h»ul, (UmmancUng Brigaile, 

Maj. Kobeut iAl. Franklin, 

^L,s*,s *hiunf AiljHtu h t-(ieneraL 


SEPTEMBER 18, 1864.—Skirmish near Lexington, Mo. 

k.k;i>orxs. 

No. 1.—Brig. Gon. Eglx^vi U. Brown. U. S. Army, ('oniimnKlmi* Distrut oi* (^ontral 
Missouri. 

No. 2. —Liout. IVniiaiu K(‘8siug(‘r, Fust Missouri Stal(‘ Militia (^avalr\. 

Xo. 1. 


Neporl of (len, Eghcrt lirown^ /V. Aroii/, comnuindlng 

J)istrivt of Cenind Mis-soio'l, 


WARUENSBrua, ]\ro., Hej[)te7nber JO, IHGi. 

I learn by telegrapli from Lexington tliat 150 giuu’rillas attaeked a 
camp of thirty militia in liay (’ounty, seven miles from Lexington, yes¬ 
terday evening. The militia were badly ent up. Tlie guerrillas started 
in the direction of Hardin, down tlie Alissouri River. This is jirobably 
the band that crossed below Dover. 


E. B. BROWN, 

Brl gad i er- Oen civ/ L 


Major-General Roseorans, 

Commanding Department of the 


No. 2. 

JReport of TAent. William Kenninger, First Afissonri t^tate 1L7/7/// Cav- 

airy, 

Lexing-ton, iSepteynher 10, 1861, 

Yesterday evening 150 guerrillas attackinl the (*amp of thirty militia 
in Ray County, seven miles from here. The militia retreated and 
were severely cut up; i)articxilars not yet ascertained. The guerrillas 
started in the direction of Hardin, down the Missouri River. 

WAI. KESBINGER, 

Lieictenant, Commanding, 

Cajitaiu Htegi-er, 

]yarrenshurg. 
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SEPTEMBER 18-OCTOBEE. 5, 1864.—Scout ou the Cimarron River in 
Northeastern New Mexico. 

Bcport of Gapt, ^ichohis /S’. Davls^ First California Infantry, 

• Fort Union, Men., Octoher 7, 1861 
Colonel: I have the honor to‘repoj‘t that I left the crossing of the 
Arkansas on Septemb<T 18, and alTi^'ed at Lower Springs of Cimarron 
on the 20th, Major Updegraff arriving there the same day. Found water 
at Battle-Ground, but none from there to Lower Springs, a distance of 
forty miles, except a little at Sand Creek, found by digging. Believing 
that there would not be suftieient water on the Cimarron for all the 
animals under my (‘seort to cam]) together (over 2,000), I left on the 
21st with one-half of my command, escorting the mule trains, leaving 
Lieutenant Edmiston with the other half to escort the beef-cattle and 
ox trains, with instructions to start the following day and join me at the 
Babbit Ear, where I would await him. I arrived there ou the 2Sth and 
was joined by Lieutenant Edmiston ou the 30th, who reported ha\Tng 
left the ox trains at Cold Spring, near Captain Bergmanifs camp, the 
cattle requiring rest. Tht* owners of the beef-cattle wisliing to graze 
their cattle at Eabbit Ear, and believing it safe from Indians, I left 
October 1, arriving at Fort Union October 5, without loss of men or 
material, having been absent sixty-three days and marched 912 miles. 
I have not seen an Indian during this march, except one boy who came 
into camp on the night of September 16, rei)resenting that he was a 
Ute who had been taken prisoner by tlie Comanclies, and fr’om whom 
he had escaped four days before arrival in my camp. This Indian I 
have brought in and now hold subject to your orders. It is my opinion 
that the depredations have been committed by ICiowas and Comanches; 
that the stock stolen has been taken to the south on the Canadian and 
its tributaries, and that trains can travel safely with small escort if 
proi)er xirecautions are taken in camping. My thanks arc due to Lieu¬ 
tenant Edmiston for efficient aid rendered. 

I am. colonel, very respectfullv, vour obedient servant, 

NICHOLAS S. DAYIS, 
Oaptain^ First Infantry California Volunteers. 

Colonel Selden, 

Commanding Fort Union. 


SEPTEMBER 20-25, 1864.—Scout in La Payette County, Mo., with skir¬ 
mish (23dj on the Arrow Rock Road. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Thomas T. Crittenden^ i^eveuth 2Iissouri Htate 

Militia Cavalry. 

Camp neak Seualia, Mo., t^iptemher ^8,1804. 
Colonel : In compliance with Special Orders, No, —, from headquar¬ 
ters District of Central Missouri, I reported to the general commanding 
said district on the afternoon of the 20th instant, at the depot of the 
Pacific Railroad, at Warrensburg, Mo., with eighty (commissioned and 
non-commissioned ofiic(TS and privates of the Seventh Cavalry Missouii 
State Militia; theiice proceeded by rail, uiidcT the general, to Tipton, 
Mo., where I remained with my command until the morning of the 32d 
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instant, wlien I received Special Orders (Field), Ko. 2, to proceed vith 
tlie detachment of the vSeventh Cavaliy ilissouri State Militia, by the 
way of Dug Ford, on the La Mine, and into the eastern portion of La 
Fayette County, Mo., thoroughly scouting tlie country in search of any 
bands of guerrillas which may be infesting the country. I moved from 
Tipton in obedience to said orders; traveled northv^cst in the direction 
of the Dug Ford, on the La Mine Eiver, until I reached the camp of 
Captain Yansickler, Company L, Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia. 
Held a consultation with him; learned that forty rebels, under some 
unknown leader, had i)assed twelve hours p' ‘ i rtluv::* that time at Dug 
Ford. I deemed it best to phu'O a guard in ambush of Captain Van- 
sickler’s company of the Fourth Cavalry Missouri State Militia; then to 
assume a more westwardly direction; cross the La Mine six miles above 
the Dug Ford, at the Willow Ford; mo^^e out upon the Buffalo Prairie, 
at the same time vigilantly guarding this latter ford, thereby sincerely 
desiring to make this chief passway between Saline and Cooper Coun¬ 
ties somewhat memorable in the minds of lawless desperadoes. This 
move was quietly made after night, no living resident being cognizant 
at the time that Federals had bivouacked in that section of the country. 
This concluded the first day’s march from Tipton, being thirty miles. 

At daylight next morning I moved five miles in the direction of 
Arrow Eock, ascertaining no movements of any gangs demanding 
attention. I proceeded west on the north side of Bla(*kwater fifteen 
miles, and as we were moving along the Arrow Eock and Brownsville 
road we came upon five guerrillas, the leader being Bill Jackson (it is 
supiDosed from facts learned of citizens), upon whom my advanced 
guard 0 ])ened fire immediately. With the raindity of thought the 
trained guerrillas dashed recklessly through the scrubby oaks down 
and up the most precipitous hills, rendered more ragged by the accumu¬ 
lated quantity of unsettled stone upon their sides. My command pur¬ 
sued with the same Jfcaiiess horsemanship, making the woods ring with 
the clear repoi’t of their guns. One guerrilla was killed. I lost none 
fi’om my command. I sxippose tliis vsmall gang was a detacliinent from 
the main body, which I afterward learned was so handvsomely defeated 
by a command of the First Cavalry Missouri State Militia, under Major 
Mullins. I leaimed from the citizens that after this defeat, whicli was 
entirely unexpected, they scattei’ed over the country, many without 
hats and coatKS, and at times two ou one horse, in tlie most alarmed 
condition. I then moved with my command near Buck Snort, iu Saline 
County, and en(*amped during the night, having traveled twenty-five 
miles. I moved my command early next jnorniiig nine miles ba<‘k over 
the road traveled the previous day to the intersection of the old Boon- 
ville and Marshall I’oad with the Arrow Eo(‘k and Marshall road; 
marched in an eastwardly dire(‘tiou, crossed the Black water at Hunt’s 
Ford, and most thoroughly scouted the country through the Blackwater 
Hills (the dark, dense, untrodden haunts of dishonest and lawless men), 
fully expecting to surprise small squads of the band defeal ^d by Major 
Mullins the day ijrevious. Fi'equent trails of tlie gangs could be seen, 
but they had fled toward the MiSvSouri Eiver. Distance traveled on this 
day was twenty-five miles. Being out of rations, having been ordered 
to retium to Warrensbui'g on the 25th instant, and having learned ff‘om 
the citizens that Major Mullins’ command had moved to Sedalia hur¬ 
riedly, I supposed some unexpected movement of the enemy was taking 
place; hence I moved ou to Warrenslnu’g. 1 am fully under the belief 
that there are not more than fifty guerrillas, if concentrated, on Black- 
water, numbers are greatly exaggerated by themselves for obvious 
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purposes. I readied Warreushurg Sunday ni,ulit; distance, forty miles. 
I captiu'ed an elegant gray mare, property of the buslimen; turned her 
over to Oapt. Joel K. Shaw, assistant quartermaster, Wa: ren-" mi rc‘. Mo. 

Permit me to say, colonel, that the officers and men behaved inth 
gi*eat propriety during the s(*out. I did not have a complaint made to 
me during my absence. I take special and particular pleasure in direct¬ 
ing your attention to the excellency of Thompson Allison as a guide and 
scout. He excels any man T ever saw acting in that capacity. His 
example, his conduct, his vigilance, and his bravery are very com¬ 
mendable. I take pi'ide in recommending him to those in authoitty. 
William Chester is a worthy man, of whom too much cannot be said as 
a Government guide and dete(*tive—^brave, actii^e, and ever ready. 

I remain, sir, your ol)edient servant, 

T. T. OPJTTEIiTDEX, 

Lieutenant-Colon el Seventh Cavalry 2Iisiiouri State Militia, 
Col. John F. Philips, 

Seventh Cavalry MiHHOuri State 21iUUa, 


SEPTEMBER 21, 1864.—Affair near Council Grove, Kans. 

Report of Lieut. Asa B, Bancroft., Seventeenth Kansas Infantry. 

Headquarters Post, 

Council Grove, September 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to report tln^ following (lif6.cnlty with some of 
the Kaw Indians: 

On the 31st instant one of my men (Thomas Roberts), a teamster, 
was hunting his mules in the timber, near the camp, when tw’o Indians 
assaulted him with their knives and swore they would kill him if he 
did not give them whisky. He told them that he had none, and struck 
one of them with his whip, knocking him down. They oiu'e got him 
down and came near killing him, but he finally succeeded in getting 
away from them, and came to camp and reported th(^ matter to me. 
In order to be certain of procuring the offenders 1 sent two or tluee 
squads of men into the brush with orders to bring into <‘amp every 
Indian they found. They retiii-ned with eight, none of them the ones 
who attacked Roberts, and were all of them released the following 
morning. They, however, caught one of the offenders, and after they 
had taken him Roberts came up and the Indian drew his knife and 
again stai'ted for Roberts, swearing he would kill him. Roberts had a 
musket and stu(*k the bayonet into him, from which wound 1 tliink he 
will die. I have done tlie best I could in the way of medical attendance 
for the wounded Indian. These Indians are generally peaceable except 
when drunk, which was the case with these two, as well as some others 
that were taken. My men did some shooting, but they report that it 
was done to make them stop, and that they all fired in the air; and as 
I have heard of no others wounded, I conclude that to be the fact. If 
there is any blame attached to any one I think it must rest on (uti- 
zens who sell wliisky to the Indians, and the agent informs me that 
there are without doubt numbers in this place who do it. I am using 
exertion to find out who furnished them whiskjL 
I am, lieutenant, your obedient vservant, 

A. R. EAHCROFT, 

First JAeut. Co. C\ 17 th Kansas Vol. Infty, Commanding Lost. 

Lieut. J. E. Tappan, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.., Fort Riley, Kans. 
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SEPTEMBER 22 ^ 1864.—Skixmish at Cartkage, Mo. 

Report of Maj, Milton Biirck^ Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 

i^’EOSHO, Septemher li^OL 

General : I have the honor to iiilbrin you that Carthage was burned 
by the guerrillas yesterday, and the troops sent theie to hold Carthage 
had a light with the guerrillas at Carthage and drove them; particu¬ 
lars not known. J received luy information from women [who] came 
from near Carthage. I have information there is some 7o or 100 gucn*- 
rillas in the neighborhood of Baxter Springs. I liave no additional 
news from the south. I will send out a spy south to-day or to-morrow. 
I will keep a close watch south, and I do not think a large force can 
get near me without my being apprised of their approach. 

General, I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

MILTON BUECII, 
Major^ Cotiti/fft,.g jPo6‘^, 

Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, 

Commanding District of Southwest Missouri, 


SEPTEMBER 22, 1864.—Skirmish near Longwood, Mo. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Egbert B, Brown^ U, S, Army^ commanding IHs^ 
triet of Central Missouri. 

SelaliA, September J8U1, 

Major Mullins, First Missouri State Militia [Cavalry], had a sknmish 
with Bill Jackson and Tom Woodson’s band, numbering about 123, on 
Thui’sday evening, about six miles north of Longwood. They killed a 
number of the enemy (they report 10), with several Avounde<l; (‘aptured 
several horses, arms, provisions, and clothing. The rebels had pack- 
animals loaded with (Nothing, and in some cases country-made hard 
bread. They reported that they had fifteen days’ subsistence. No 
enemy reported ni Cooper County. 

E. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier- General, 

Maj. O. D. Greene, 

Saint Louis, 


SEPTEMBER 22-28, 1864,—Scout from Helena to Alligator Bayou, Ark. 

Report of Lieut, Alexander F, Rice,, Sixtieth U, S, Colored Troops, 

Hdqrs. Battery J), Fortifications Helena, 

Helena^ Ar7r., September J8()L 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit my report of a scout of vsix days’ 
duration, commencing on the 22d and ending on the 28th of Septem¬ 
ber, 1864: 

The iiiidersigiied, in command of twenty-one men from Sixtieth IJ. 
S. Colored Infantry, left Helena 5 p. in. 22d September, and marched 
to Ramsey’s Ferry, on the Saint Francis River; crossed the river and 
marched up the river one mile and camiied at Staton’s at 2 a. m. 
Sejitember 33; moved again at 6 o’clock up the river, arrived and 
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camped in the canebrake, within one mile of Alligator Bayou at 8 p. 
m.,' captured one horse, found tied in the brush, belonging to John 
Maleyj picketed the roads 5 sent six men to watch some houses for 
deserters from the Fourth Arkansas Cavalry. They cai)tured one 
deserter by the name of Benjamin Davis, belonging" to Company I, 
Fourth Arkansas Cavalry. They also secured the same night Stephen 
Oatman, who gave himself ui) voluntarily; 7 a. m. 24th marched one 
mile to the mouth of Alligator Bayou, picketed the roads, and camped 
until daylight. On the morning of the 25th marched to Ball’s Point; 
pressed in horses enough to mount ten men. Finding there was no 
]‘el)cl force in the vicinity, I sent a sergeant and ten men in charge of 
the prisoners, with a guide, tlirough the canebrakes to Hamlin’s Land¬ 
ing, with orders to keep themselves secreted, with a picket to watch 
the road, and for them to remain there until I arrived. E, taking ten men 
mounted, with Hardin a/idtwo citizens, pro(*eeded to Burnt Cane Bend 
and Cut-Off, on Saint Francis IMver, also to tlie head of Fifteen Mile 
Bayou and Mud Lake. Captured in the rounds 4 prisoners, 3 horses, 

I mule, and 1 revolver; camped at Palmer’s plantation midnight; 
moved on the morning of the 26th to Coancil Bend, arriving there at 

II a. m. At 3 o’clock the same day I took five men and proceeded to 
Alligator Bayou to collect some cattle; anived there at 8 a. m.; left 
Hardin with the men and prisoners at Council Bend, with instructions 
for him to take five men on the morning of the 27th and proceed up 
the river some five miles to collect some cattle. He, hearing of some 
rebels when he got there, started in pursuit, came upon their party, 
numbering six, and he reports that he killed 2 of them; the rest 
escaped. He captimed three double-barreled guns and broke them 
because he could not bring them away. This near Fifteen Mile Bayou. 
He came back in the evening, capturing on his return 2 prisoners, 1 a 
deserter from Battery E, Second U. S. Colored Artillery (light); the 
other claimed to be a citizen, but had a fmlough on his person, which 
he claims to have written himself, for the imrpose of keeping him from 
being conscripted in the rebel army. On the morning of the 27th I 
started at daylight to collect some cattle, and i)roceeded with them to 
Council Bend, bringing some belonging to a man by the name of Cook, 
that was out with me on the scout, arriving at Council Bend at 12 
o’clock. The boat having arrived we proceeded to put the cattle on 
board. The second squad that were after cattle succeeded in getting 
about sixty head within one mile and a half of the boat, then had to 
leave them on account of its being too dark to see to diive them. That 
night left Hardin and eight men on shore mounted, taking the prison¬ 
ers and balance of the men on the boat, and anchored out in the river 
until morning. In the morning lauded and took six men and went in 
search of the cattle, but could not find them, they having strayed off 
in the canebrake; then went on board the boat, started for Helena, and 
arrived here at five o’clock last evening. Two of our iirisoners, named 
Benjamin Davis and John West, escaped September 26. Davis 
escaped in the morning at daylight, through neglect of duty of the 
guard, he going asleep. West escaped in the evening, through the 
window of the house where the prisoners were kept. We captured and 
brought in, all told, 5 horses, 1 mule, 14 head of cattle, and 1 revolver. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. F. BICE, 

Lieutenant^ Commanding Scout, 

Lieut. William Chandler, 

Actg, Asst, Adjt, Gen,j List, of Eastern Ar'kansas^ Selena, 

52 R R—VOL XLI, PT I 
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SEPTEMBEE 25, 1864.—Skirmisk at Walnut Creek, Kans. 

Ee])ort of Maj. Gen. James G. Bliint, U. S. Armi/^ commanding BUtrici 

of Upper ArMnsas. 

Headqpaeterb District op Upper Arkansas, 

Jn the Fields Fort Larnedj Kans.^ Se^Jtember ^9,1864. 

Major : For tlie information of tlie major-general commanding the 
department, I have the honor to rex)ort that I left this post on the 22d 
instant, at 4 a. m., with about 400 men and two mountain howitzers, 
provided with ten days’ rations of hard bread and half that amount of 
bacon. It was my intention to have gone south of the Arkansas upon 
Crooked Creek and the Cimarron; but on arriving at the crossing of 
the river, sixty miles west of this post, on the evening of the 23d, I 
learned that a force irom the Department of FTew Mexico was at the 
Cimarron Spiings, and that a large party of Indians were camped on 
the Smoky Hill. At 4 o’clock on the morning of the 24th I left camp 
on the Santa Fe road, and marched liorth, reaching a point that night 
within eight or ten miles of Pav nee Fork. At 3 a. m. of the 25th I 
continued my march directly nortli, and at the first dawn of day reaclied 
the Pawnee, where the command vas halted and a party sent up the 
creek in seai'cli of a crossing. They had i^roceeded about half a mile 
w^hen they returned and reported the discovery of an Indian lodg(^ and 
some ponies. I immediately sent out a small party of men to recon- 
noiter, and soon heard a brisk firing. By this time it had become sut- 
hciently light to discover that they were pursuing the Indians u]) the 
creek, and I sent Major Anthony with Comj)anies M and L, of the First 
Colorado Cavalry, to re-enforce them. Alter waiting over an hour, and 
hearing nothing from Maijor Anthony, I started up the (*reek with the 
remainder of the command, and alter proceeding about one mile I dis¬ 
covered the small force under Major Anthony surrounded on all sides 
by the Indians, and gallantly hghtiug their way back. As soon as the 
Indians discovered tliat I was coming uj) with the remainder of the 
force they ceased fighting and commenced to retreat. 

Major Anthony had follo\ved the hrtet party of Indians up the creek 
about six miles (the Indians all tlie time increasing in force), when he 
found himself overwhelmed by numbers. He then attempted to send 
messengers back to me and commenced to fall back. The messengers 
were cut off by the Indians and did not reach me. My loss is 1 killed, 
1 missing (supposed to be killed), and 7 wounded. We found 9 dead 
Indians. More are supposed to have been killed, as many were seen 
to fall from them horses, but were immediately carried off* the ground. 
1 pursued them on their retreat two days, until my stock becoming 
exhausted and subsistence consumed (no buff*alo in that region), I was 
compelled to abandon the chase. From the head of Pawnee the Indians 
crossed to Smoky Hill, and th(u*e were many evidences of their having 
retreated in great haste. Their main camp was about ten miles up the 
Pawnee from where we first attacked their picket, and numbered not 
less than 4,000,1,500 of whom at least were warriors, Cheyennes and 
Arapahoes. There is little doubt but this party of Indians were mov¬ 
ing down for a raid upon the Santa Fc road or the frontier settlements. 
If so, their designs for the present are defeated. It was clearly demon¬ 
strated in the fight on the 25th instant that the Indian warriors ride 
fieeter horses than ours, andihat their war parties cannot be pursiied 
wdtli suc<'ess. 

JAS. a. BLUFTT, 

Major-General. 

Mm* (1 ^AhiA.uL.oT. Asst. Adit. Gen., Department of Kansas. 
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SEPTEMBEE 25-OCTOBEE 13,1864.—Expedition from Little Eock to Port 
Smith, Ark., with skirmishes at Clarksville (September 28), at White Oak 
Creek (September 29), and at Clarksville (October 9). 

Report of Maj, Thomas Derry^ Third Wisconsi}i Cavalry. 

Little Eock, Aek., October 1N)L 
Sir: I have the honor to report that, in compliancei^vitli Special 
Orders, ^o. 2, paragraphvS II and JY, head<[uarters Cavalry Division, 
Seventh Army OorpvS, I marched from Little Eock, September 25, with 
the following detachments under my command, to wit: Tliii'd IVis- 
eonsin Cavalry, 141 men, 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, and 1 surgeon, with 
ambulance and medi<*al supplies; Third Arkansas Cavalry, 1 captain 
and 50 men; FiLst Lowa Cavaliy, 1 lieutenant and (>3 men; Third 
Missouri Cavalry, 1 <*aptain and 04 men; Thii*d TJ. S. Cavahy, 1 lieu¬ 
tenant and 50 men, with 0 men h*oni the Fourth Arkansas Cav¬ 
alry; in all, 7 officers, 377 men, 1 surgeon, 2 ambulances, and 2 wagons, 
but no surgeon with suiiplies from Second Brigade, as ordered. Hav¬ 
ing crossed the Cadron with much difficulty, the lerrj^-boats being 
destroyed, the command obtained the ffi\st forage since starting, forty 
miles distant, at Colonel Howard’s, on September 20. Proceeding thence 
through Lewislmrg I ascertained that the various iiarties of the enemy, 
scattered along the route, had been informed of the numbers of the 
command and the object of the march. Encamped on Illinois Bayou, 
where we found plenty of wood and water but scarcely any forage. 
On the 27th we camped six miles this side of Piney, where I learned 
that the commands of Colonels Hill, Stii*man, and Brooks were at 
various points along the route with headquarters at Clarksville, at 
which place they intended to oppose me. The next day, 28th, soon 
after crossing the river, which I was obliged to do by making a long 
circuit, the ferries being all destroyed, the advance, under Captain Her¬ 
ring, Third Arkansas Cavalry, began to fall in with ])arties of the 
enemy and ])ursued them with much spirit. A])proaching Clarks\ille 
about 3 p. m., Captain H. fell upon their iiickets, who, after some 
resistance, fell back upon the main force in the town. The advance 
followed on raihdly, de]>loyed through town, the enemy taking refuge 
behind fences and houses, the main column closely sujjporting them. 
The enemy lied in every direction, leaving 7 dead. Independent com¬ 
panies and rebel conscripting officers are veiy numerous and active in 
this vicinity, having Clarksville tor a rendezvous. So Jong had they 
been advised of our coming that the citizens had letters written for us 
to carry to Fort Smith and Little Eock. We were not expected so soon 
by a day; our rapid marching took them by surprise, so their resist¬ 
ance was not so vigorous as it might otherwise have been. Camped 
three miles beyond Clarksville. We had scarcely halted when we 
were bushwhacked on all sides. Sknmishers being sent out drove 
them oft* until dark. Attempts were being made all night, under cover 
of a severe storm, upon the pickets, buttheii* alertness frustrated every 
attempt, though at daylight 1 man from the Thii'd Wisconsin Cavalry 
was killed on his post. On the 29th skirmishing began with the march 
upon the ffiont, both flanks, and rear. Having thrown out skirmishers 
on flanks these attacks were checked. Still firing w^as continuous with¬ 
out doing us much damage, the enemy suffering somewhat in wounded. 
Camped on White Oak Creek, While the sergeants were posting their 
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vedettes tlie enemy o])p<)sed tliem in a lively inanuer and during tlie 
whole night the command lay upon arms, being ignorant of how large 
a force surrounded them, for from every side was constant firing, 
during which 1 private of the Third Arkansas Cavalry was killed upon 
his post. During the i>ast three days forage had been x)lentiful. On 
the evening of tlie 30th we reachecLYan Buren, finding no feed for 
horses, and with our ambulances and wagons loaded with sick. The 
next day I reported to General Thayei* at Fort Smith and delivered 
him my disjilitches. He was inucli pleased that the general command¬ 
ing had sent a force sutficiently large to break through the enemy’s 
lines, since he had not heard a word from department headquarters 
since the arrival of the last boat. He represented that the enemy were 
upon every side and were cutting ofi* his forage and mail parties, and 
had either captured or driven back every party he had started for 
Little Eock. 

We remained several days at Van Buren in order to receive dis¬ 
patches, mails, and to shoe horses, it being necessary to shoe about 150 
here, besides a number each night after reaeliing camp while on the 
march. We left on the 5th, acting as a portion of escort to forage train 
at tlie request of General Thayer, by which we were delayed two days. 
On the 8th we proceeded on our way toward Little Koek. Soon after 
separating from the train and passing througli the Mulberry Mountains, 
the advance, under Captain Herring, bi^gaii skirmishing. This night 
camped within ten miles of Clarksville. Just as we wei‘e halting tor 
the night a rebel captain and squad were driven fi*oiii a house. Next 
day the country people reported that the captain was wounded and 
died. We found on the 9th a small force at Clarksville, who fired a 
good many shots without indicting damage, the advance pursuing them 
across the bridge. On the 10th we had continual skirmishing and a 
march of thirty-five miles to Illinois Bayou. Nothing occairred after 
tills worthy of notice. It is reported that a command is at Dover num¬ 
bering from 300 to 800 men. It is not likely that they are more than 
300. We reached Little Bock on the 13th, having marcJied the distance, 
not calculating the circuits made at the fords, 180 miles, iii six days, 
being nineteen days upon the round trip. From reports of the difier- 
ent detachment commanders I learn that we killed some 20 of the 
enemy and captiued 4 prisoners, one an orderly sergeant in Stirmau’s 
battalion. I lost 2 killed, 2 missing, 1 died at Van Buren, and 31 left 
sick. I brought back sixty-three non-veterans of the Third Wisconsin 
Cavalry. 

In conclusion I would respectfully represent that no detachment, 
except the Third Wisconsin Cavalry, was supplied with shoeing tools 
or shoes and nails. Tliis neglect gxeatly imiiairs the efficiency of cav¬ 
alry; besides this, men just from hospital and weak Avith recent sick¬ 
ness are not fit for such long, hard marches, neither is it x)roper to send 
men mounted upon poor and sore-backed horses, since men arc thereby 
doubly endangered. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS DEEEY, 

Major, Commanding Detachment. 

Brig. Gen. J. K. West, 

Gomdg. Cai\ Div.j Seventh Army Corjosj Little Arh, 
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SEPTEMBER 26-30, 1864,—^Expedition from Mapoleonville to Grand River 

and Bayou Pigeon, La. 

rk;p»op£ts. 


Xo. 1.—Maj, Jolm TT. Clybouru, T^^elfth Illinois Cavalry. 

Xo. 2.—Maj. Jpsse S. Miller, Eleventh 'Wisconsin Infniiti'}. 

No. 3.—Capt. Dudley C. "Wyman, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry, 

No. 1. 

Beport of Maj, John H, CJJyhouni,, TiceJfth TUlnoifi Cavalry. 

ITEAD(irARTEEf« ILLINOIS OaVALEV, 

N(i2)oleoniuUe, Heptemher SO, 1861 . 

General: In pursuance to orders roi^eived from your lieadquarters, 
dated Thibodeaux, September 24,1864, I have the lion or to for ward the 
official report of my expedition to Grand Eiver and Bayou Pigeon: 

Monday, 2Gth instant, my (‘ommand, consisting of six companies 
Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, lel't this place at G a. in.,- arrived at Bonald- 
sonville, where two companies joined my command, and remained until 
1 p. m,, when the march for Bayou Goiila was taken up, at which place 
the (‘ommand halted and camped for the night. About 1 o’clock the 
l)ickets were fired into by a party of jayhawkers of Captain Williams’ 
command, e^’idently not knowing of our presence in that vicinity. A 
few shots were exchanged, when tlie enemy turned and ran. The pickets 
were then strengthened in case of any further attack. 

Tuesday, {September 27, the command left Bayou Goula at 4 a.m.for 
Plaqnemine, at which pla(*e the command arrived at 8 o’clock; then pro¬ 
ceeded to Indian Village and arrived at 12 m. At 1.30 p. ni, marched 
for Midieltre’s Perry. .Vtter leaving Indian Village three miles, a small 
boat was captured containing one sack of cofiee, some men’s and 
women’s shoes, also one trunk containing dry goods, which were sent 
back to Indian Village, where one company were left to guard the ferry 
at that place. The command then resumed their march. About 3 p. 
m. the advanced guard was fired into by two men. They charged them, 
but they took to the high weeds.which infest that region and made 
their escape. We captured their horses and arms. Companies A and 
K, under command of Lieutenant PivSher, made a forced march in order 
to form junction with gun-boat on Grand River and Bayou Pigeon, at 
which place he arrived at4p. ni.; the rest of the command followed. 
The whole command encamped for the night at Miclieltre’s planta¬ 
tion. It was reported that the enemy were in small force on the other 
side of the bayou, consequently on Wednesday, September 28, one 
company was sent on that side of the bayou. The crossing being bad, 
the horses had to swim the bayou, causing some little delay. After the 
company under Lieutenant Pratt’s command were ready, the balance 
of my command proceeded to Indian Village, Lieutenant Pratt meeting 
no enemy and not being able to proceed any farther on the other side 
of the bayou on account of tlie horrible condition of the roads—they 
being blocked up and impassable—recrossed and joined me before 1 
arrived at Indian Village. Flat-boats, vscows, small boats, &c., were 
l)lenty. I destroyed them, but it is evidently of no use; the last expe¬ 
dition did the same and I found them just as plenty as before. The 
country around Indian Village is well adapted to contraband and smug- 
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purposes. It is my o])inioii tlial one s([uaclr()u of eavalry slionld be 
stationed at Pla<iueinino, wh(u-(‘ tliey could easily operate on tlie bayou in 
that vicinity, and thereby break ii]) tlieir nests, detect and arrest all 
persons aiding in that trade, and also detain and foreA^er disband the 
parties operating* on Bayou La Fourcbe. The command camped for 
the night at Indian Village. 

Thursday, September lib, the command broke camp and proceeded 
to Plaquemine, where Chaplain OA^errocker, with a party, had proceeded 
for forage and rations, and when the command arrived the men and 
horses Avere piwided with proAusions and forage and resumed tlieir 
march for Ih^you Goula. When aa'C arriA^ed there it was reported that 
Oaiitain Williams had been at Bayou Goula on the 20th, and had gone 
to his camp at Myers^ Mill, in the rear of Bayou Goula, where Captain 
Howk, with tAvo companies, was sent. They proceeded about one 
mile outside of the town, halted, and (^amped. On the morning of 
Friday, September 30, left his camp at Bayou Goula at 3 a. m., with 
intention of capturing Williams’ band of jayhawkers, said to be en¬ 
camped at the mill. The (*aptain proceeded to the mill, and found on 
his approach that the rebels had been camped there at a house about 
twenty minutes prcAious to his arrival, but no clue could be found as 
to Avhere they had gone. Captain Howk, while marching through 
Bayou Goula with his command, did allow his command to break open 
houses and coimnit depredations, contrary to my orders, and the citi¬ 
zens of the i)lace informed mo that he allowed his men to take money 
and clothing from their persons. On his arrhml at Donaldsonville I 
placed him in arrest, and will [haA^e] charges preferred agaimst him, that 
he may be brought before a court-martial for trial for disobedience of 
ordeiAS. This is the only instance, to my knowledge, Avhere any depre¬ 
dations were committed. All the officers of my command were notihed 
by me that they would be held vstrictly responsible for the conduct of 
their men and for any depredations that might be committed. The 
command left Bayou Goula on Friday morning, September 30, for 
Donaldsonville and hTapoleonAdUe, La. On arriving at the Cut-Off, on 
the Donaldsonville road, it was ascertained that fifteen miles <*oiild he 
saA-ed; so four companies were dispatched on that road, the others 
taking the riAm* road to DonaldsonAdlle, where they arrh^ed at 4 p, in. 
30th. The command arrived at 7 p. ni. at Napoleoimlle, La. 

. JOHN H. CLYBOUEN, 

]\Iajo7% (hmmanding Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, 

Brig. Gen. E. A. Camekon, 

Commanding District of La Fonrcdie, 


No. 2. 

Report of Maj. Jesse Miller^ Dlevenih Wisconsin Infantry, 

Hdqus. Eleventh Wisconsin Vet. Vol. Infantry, 

Bras hear City, September 30^ 1864, 

Captain: I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of the ex¬ 
pedition to Grand En^er Junction, of September 27, 28,1804, and of 
Avhich I was in command: 

I embarked on the U. S. gun-boat Carrabasset with 125 men of 
EleA’^euth Infantry, Wisconsin Veteran Volunteers, at 5.30 p. m. Sep- 
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tembor 20, when we (lro])i>e(l down to inoorin.i>'s and made fa.st to 
ber anchor. At precisely 12oVlo(*kniidni^>’ht wel(^ft moorin^>s; arrived 
ott‘ Pigeon Bayou at 5 a.m. 27tli and aiu'hored, it ])eing' so dark we were 
unable to cross tlie bar at the mouth of bayou. At daylight weighed 
anchor and crossed the bar into Bayou Pigeon ten minutes before 12 
noon. The country between the mouth of Bayou Pigeon and the junc¬ 
tion of Grand Kiver is one continuous wilderness. Until within one 
mile of the junction there is not a house or sign of any habitation, 
although on either side of the bayou the land is dVy and might be culti¬ 
vated. It is covered with a heavy growth ot* live oak and thick cluvSter- 
iiig groviih of underwood. There are numerous i)aths running through 
it in all directions, none of which show vsigns of recent travel. I landed 
Xiartiesof men under competent officers at siweral diffierent ])oints along 
the bayou and exi-)lored some distance back on either side, but could 
discover no trace of the enemy. Pigeon Bayou is very narrow and 
crooked, with large trees hanging over on eitluu side, rendering it very 
difficult of navigation with as large craft as tlie gun-boat, although it 
has great depth, ranging from ten to twenty ieet. Kot finding the 
cavalry at the junction when I arrived, I sent tAvo armed boats up 
Grand Eiver about three-fourths of a mile, where I learned a large barge 
of cotton was hidden in a wsmall cove, with instriudions to run the barge 
down to the gun-boat if found. I tlien landed and went to the house 
of Mr. Mi<dieltre, dire(‘tly opposite the mouth of Grand Eiver. Here 
I found two men who W(n*(^ in charge of tlie cotton and whom I aiTested. 
I also found a large quantity of ('Otton stored in the sugar-house on 
Micheltre’s plantation, whicli I seized. The party sent in boats up 
Grand Eiver found the barge loaded with cotton hidden in a small 
cove about three-fourths of a mile irom the mouth, the underwood and 
large trees nearly hiding it from view, '^o one being found at the 
barge they immediately took possession of it and brought it safely to 
the junction. I then sent a detachment under Captain Park down the 
south side of Grand Ewer as far as the plantation of Charles Palfrey, 
occupied by one Mr. Brown, distant four miles. He had learned that 
a Confederate captain and four (Confederate soldiers passed dovm in the 
direction of Lake ISTatchez on the morning of the 2Gth. In themeantime 
I had the gun-boat turned around, backed down opposite the sugar- 
house, and all the available men 1 liad, after placing a picket on each 
side of the river, set to loading the cotton stored in the sugar-house 
onto the gun-boat. At 6 p. m. the advance guard of the cavalry arrwed, 
the main body at 7.30. I had an interview with Major Clybourn, com¬ 
manding the cavalry; remained at this place all night. Started the 
barge down Bayou IMgeon at daylight with one company of men under 
command of Captain Park. Cavalry started at 9 a. m. and at 10 a. m. 
I vstarted down the bayou with the gun-boat, x')assed the barge and 
crossed the bar, came alongside at 4 o’clock, Avhen we took her in tow 
and arrived at; Brashear City at 11.30 xn m. S(q>teniber 28, with 3])ris- 
oners, 220 bales of cotton, and 1 large barge. We destroyed two large 
flat-boats and several skifPs. 

Very resx')ectfully, 

J. S. MILLEE, 

Major Elerenili Whcombi Veiera)i Volunteers, 

Capt. B. B. Campbell, . ^ 

Assistant Adjutant-Oenerah 
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Report of Capt. Dudley 0. Wyman^ Blevenih Wheonsin Infantry, 

Brashear City, October 1, 

Sir: In pursuance of orders I went on board Gun-boat 43, with niy 
command, at 4 o’clock on the evening' of the 26th of September. My 
command consisted of a detachment of the left wing of the Eleventh 
AVisconsin, in all seventy-five men. We lay at anchor in tlie bay until 
3 o’clock on the morning of the 27th, when we steamed up to Flat Lake. 
From Flat Lake we entered Bayou Long and ])roceeded without inci¬ 
dent to its junction with Belle iWer. We found no difficulty in navi¬ 
gating Belle Eiver, and reached Bayou Gotvell4 in safety. Entering 
Bayou Gotvell6 great difficulty was experienced from the short bends 
and narrowness of the bayou. I vsucceeded in penetrating to within 
three miles of Lake Natchez, where the bayou, becoming very narrow, 
I lay to and proceeded with eight men, in a small boat, to the lake. I 
found the bayou narrow, the bends short, and the bayou overhung 
with trees; so much so that navigation was impossible for a boat over 
100 feet long. As it was past 12 o’clock, and knowing I could not form 
a junction, as ordered, I concluded to return. Eeturning several miles, 
we lay over all night and started for Brashear on the morning of the 
28th, where we arrived at 8.30 a. m., when I dismissed my command. 
Bayou Long and Belle Eiver are large, wide streams, navigable for gmu- 
boats. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. 0. WYlVrAN, 

Ca 2 )tai)i Company (?, Eleventh Wisconsin. 


SEPTEMBER 29-K'OVEMBER 30, 1864.—Operations against Indians in 
Nebraska and Colorado. 

stjm:malR.y titri rriistctrae. r-wrusttr. 

Sept. 29,1804.—Affair near Plum Creek, Nekr. 

Oct. 7, 1864.—Skirmish on Elk Creek, Nehr. 

12, 1864.—Attack on Overland Stage at Freeman^s Ranch, near Plum Creek, 

Nehr. 

13, 1864.—Skirmish near Mullahla’s Station, Nehr. 

20, 1864.—Attack on settlements in the Platte Valley, near Alkali Station, Nehr, 

21, 1864.—Skirmish at Alkali Station, Nehr. 

22, 1864,—Skiimish near Midway Station, Nehr. 

28, 1864.—Skiimish near Midway Station, Nehr. 

Nov. 6, 1864.—Skirmish at Sand Hills Stage Station, Nehr. 

19, 1861.—Skiimish near Plum Creek Station, Nehr. 

25, 1864.—Affair near Plum Creek Station, Nehr. 

26, 1864.—Affair near Plum Creek Station, Nehr. 

Skirmish at Spring Creek, Nehr. 

No. 1.—Col. Robert R. Livingston, First Nebraska Cavalry, eommanding Eastern 
Sub-District of Nebraska. 

No. 2.—Capt. Thomas J. Majors, Firsi Nebraska Cavalry. 
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o. 3.—Capt. William W. Ivoiy, Fust N(‘ljraska Cava]r^\. 

o. *1.—Capt. Jolin E. Port(‘i, Fiist Nebraska Militi.i Intaiitr;^. 

o. 5.—Capt. Tlioinas B. Stevenson, First Nebiaska Militia Infantry. 

0 . 6.—Capt. Lee P. Gillette, First Nelnaska Cavalry. 

o. 7.—Lieut. Charles Thompson, First Nebraska Cavalry, Acting Assistant Quar¬ 
termaster. 


No. 1. 

leports of CJoL Robert R. Livmgston^ First Nebraska Cavalry, command¬ 
ing Fastern Hub-District of Nebraska, 

IIeadquartees Eastern Sub-District of Nebraska, 

Fort Kearny^ Xehr, Te}\^ For ember 1, 1864, 

Sir : I have the honor respectfully to submit the following report 
f military operations in this sub-district since I assumed command on 
he 29th September last, in obedience to Special Field Orders, No. 2, 
ated at Fort Kearny, Nebr. Ter., September 29,18G4: 

On the 26th day of September I arrived at this post with the com- 
land, which moved from here with me on the 2Sth August, 1864, under 
rders of Maj. Gen. S, E. Curtis, after marching 800 miles in search of 
Lostile Indians along the waters of the Eepiiblicaii and Solomon Fivers. 
)n the 29th September, 1864,1 was ordered to assume command of the 
Eastern Sub-District of Nebraska, comiirisiug a territory of 400 miles 
f country from the Missouii Eiver to and including Julesbui‘g, Colo. 
?er., through which the several roads from Leavenworth, Atchison, 
iTebraska City, Plattsmouth, and Omaha, converging at and a little 
ast of tliis post, continue west, forming the Great Overland Mail Eoute 
0 Salt Lake, Colorado, Idaho, Nevada, and California. The troops 
►laced at my disposal (insisted of one battalion Seventh Iowa Cavalry 
/■olunteers, one battalion Nebraska Veteran Cavalry, the veteran 
►ortion of my own regiment, and four companies of Nebraska militia, 
ogether with thirteen pieces of artillery, giving an aggregate of 971 
lien and thirteen pieces of artilleiy. After consulting with Brig. Gen. 
I, B. Mitchell, commanding District of Nebraska, it was decided to sta- 
iou these troops as follows: 

At Columbus, on Loup Fork of Platte Eiver, distant eighty-seven miles 
7 est of Omaha City, Nebr. Ter., Company E, Seventh Iowa Cavalry 
7olunteeis, Capt. J. B. David commanding, numbering eighty-nine 
Lien present. 

At Junction City, on north side of Platte Eiver and in the valley of 
he same, distant forty-tv o miles east of this post, Capt. Isaac Wiles’ 
ompany. First Eegiment Nebraska Miktia (four-mouths’ men), number- 
iig forty-six men present. 

At Little Blue Station, on Little Blue Eiver and on the road from 
Atchison and Leavenworth, distant eighty miles southeast from this 
►ostj Capt. A. fJ, White’s company, Nebraska militia, numbering fifty- 
due men present. 

At Pawnee Eanch, on same road and distant fifty-four miles south- 
ast from this post, Capt. T. B. Stevenson’s company, Nebraska 
Liilitia, numbering fifty-five men present. 

At Fort Kearny (headquarters Eastern Sub-District of Nebraska), 
Listant 200 miles from Missouri Eiver in due west course and on the 
outh side of Platte Eiver, Capt. Lee P. Gillette, Company A, First 
Nebraska Cavalry Veteran Volunteers, and four companies First Eegi- 
iient Nebraska Cavalry Veteran Volunteers, numbering 112 men pres¬ 
ent and four pieces artillery. 
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At Plum Creek, Ter., tliirty-iivc miles west of tLis post, Capt. 
T. J. Majors, Company (', First NTebraska Cavalry Yeterau Volunteers, 
and three companies First lte,£>imeut Nebraska Cavalry Veteran Vol¬ 
unteers, iiumberin,£> 105 men xrresent and one piece artillery. 

At Mullahla’s Station, distant fifteen miles west from Plum Creek, 
Capt. H. H. Pibble's company (I), Fii‘st Eegiment Cavalry, Nebraska 
A'eteran Voluiiteeis, numbering twenty-three men present. 

At Midway Station, distant fifteen miles west from Mullahla’s Sta¬ 
tion, Capt. John E. Porter’s company, Nebraska militia, numbering 
forty-nine men i)resent. 

At C-illman’s Station, distant fifteen miles west from IMidway Sta¬ 
tion, Capt. Charles F. Porter’s company (A), Battalion Nebraska 
Veteran Cavalry, numbering* forty men present. 

At Foit Cottonwood, Nebr. Ter., distant fifteen miles from Gillman’s 
Station, Col. S. AV. SummervS, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, commanding, one 
company Seventh Iowa Cavalry Volunteers, one company Battalion 
Nebraska Veteran Cavalry, and six pieces artillery, numbering 100 
men present. 

At O’Fallon’s Blufi's, Nebr. Ter., distant thirty-five miles west from 
Cottonwood, Capt. John Wilcox’s company. Seventh Iowa Cavalry, num¬ 
bering seventy-nine men present. 

At Alkali Station, Nebr. Ter., distant thirty-five miles west from 
O’Fallon’s Blufis, Capt. E. P>. • s ili\ % company, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, 

numbering seventy-thiee men present. 

At Beauvais Sttkion, distant twenty-five miles west from Alkali Sta¬ 
tion, Second Lieut. Merrill S. Tuttle, Company A, Battalion Nebraska 
Cavalry, numbering twenty-five men present. 

At Julesbiirg, Colo. Ter., distant twenty-fi^T miles west from Beau¬ 
vais Station, Capt. N. J. O’Biien’s company, Seventh Iowa Cavalry 
Volunteers, and two pieces artillery, numbering sixty-seven men 
present. 

The posts of Fort Kearny and Fort Cottonwood being the only mil¬ 
itary i)osts heretofore existing on this long line of commuui(*atiou 
between the Missouri Eiver and the States and Territories vest of it 
previous to this time, the sui>plies at these povsts having been to a 
great extent exhausted by the ti'oops composing the ex])editiou which 
started fi:om hereunder command ofMaj. Gen. S. E. Curtis on the iiSth 
August, a large i)roportion of which were troops from Kansas, and the 
season of the year being far advanced at the time I assumed <*ommand, 

I found myself in a great measure thrown on my own resources in sup¬ 
plying these numerous posts with quarters, defenses, hay, and fuel. The * 
pubhc transiDortation being altogether inadequate to the wants of the 
command, fuel and logs for building purposes having to be hauled in 
some instances seventy-five miles,! imstructed my i)ost commandants to 
press the empty teams of freighters returning from the west to assist 
them in erecting defenses, hauling fuel, building logs, and hay, andhlso 
directed them to press mowing machines into public servi(‘e, and with¬ 
out delay put up such amount of hay as would be required for winter 
consumption. 

I would state for the information of the general commanding that the 
instructions authorizing the i)ie>sing of teams and mowing machines 
were such as would prevent any damage to citizen owners, having 
directed commandants to exercise sound discretion and ])revent as much 
as possible any injury to citizens of the United States, and in every 
instance where owners of teams or mowing ma(*hines made it manifest 
that they would be sufferers by being detained on public work, their 
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teaiuw aiul Bia(‘ldnesere promptly reloasod. The necessity of adopt¬ 
ing* tills courses as urgent and imperative, andliad it not been pursued 
the command and public animals ^^aild have sufteied severely. Con¬ 
tracts to citizens would not be let on account ot the imminent peril they 
had to risk of being murdered by hostile Indians unless guarded by 
our troops, who, having so much other duty to perforin, could not be 
spared for such purpose. At the close ot* the last month, being thirty- 
three days since the organization of this line of xiosts was commenced, 
the work of erecting defenses, quarters for men and olticers, stabling 
for public animals, and providing posts with hay and fuel, resulted as 
follows: 

At Columbus there has been built a good stable, capacity 100 horses; 
quarters for men are nearly complete and will be commodious, capacity 
for 100 men; stockade work has been thrown up across the approaches 
and the post made defensible, though this work is not yet completed. 
Hay has been seiaired for winter supply, and fuel being cdose at hand 
no suttering can jiossibly arise fiom a deficient supply. 

At Junction City stabling foi sixty-four hoises, and (piarters for 
sixty-four men, has been erected; stockade work has been thrown 
around quarters, and stabling suificieiit to render the post defensible 
against Indians. Hay for four months’ supply for sixty-four horses has 
been secured, and fuel abundant close to the post on Grand Island in 
Platte Eiver, insuring a full supply. 

At Little Blue Station a deserted ranch has been occn])ied, additions 
made to it, and the troops at that post are comfortably quai'tered. 
Their horses are also sheltered, though the stable is not good. Abun¬ 
dance of fuel is close to station, aud hay enough for tlie number of 
horses at the post. 

At Pawnee Itanch a result similar to that at Little Blue Station has 
been obtained, with exception of hay, whicli is iswsued in half rations. 

The trooi)S of this station will have fulfilled their term of service on 
the 10th of December iiext, and atone time mutinied, forty of their num¬ 
ber actually marching toward Arkansas City in defiance of the cap¬ 
tain’s authority. These men have by the influence of Col. O. P. Mason, 
commanding Second Brigade, Nebraska Militia, been induced to return 
to duty, but their absence caused serious delay in the progress of the 
works, essential to the safety and comfort of the men and animals at 
that post. 

At Fort Kearny quarters and stabling for four companies ah*eady 
existed, and the men liave been busily engaged in constructing a rec- 
-tangular redoubt 2i)2 feet by 221 feet, with one demi-luiie at each salient 
flanking the dit(*hes. This work, though not yet complete, is connected 
with ritte-pits, and covers the eastern and southern flanks of the post. 
Another redoubt will be erected at the northwest angle of the post cov¬ 
ering the northern and western flanks, coniieetcMl by rifle-pits with the 
interior works. This being a depot of supplies for posts east of it and 
west as far as Midway Station, and no citizens being hiied by the 
quartermaster’s department, the men have been actively engaged trans¬ 
porting supplies, cutting fnel fifteen miles distant and hauling the 
same; hay and Ihel sufficient for wintering the command has been 
secured. 

At Plum Creek quarters for the men have been erected capable of 
accommodating 160 men. A rectangular redoubt 332 feet square with 
bastions at the salients flanking the ditches has been commenced, and 
though not yet completed will be a perfect defense when it is. A 
deserted stable has been occupied for the use of the horses at this post. 
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Sufficient liay for wintcijiip' tLe public animals has not been secm^ed, 
nor has a suhiciency of fuel ibr the winter been obtained, but both are 
insufficient quantity within a short distan(*e to prevent ai)prehensions 
of a deficiency before spring. 

At MuUahla’s Station a deserted ranch and stable have been occu¬ 
pied, afiording ample quarters for men and stabling for horses. Hay 
and fuel are being put up at this station, and there w'ill be no defi¬ 
ciency of supplies befoi‘e spring. NTothing has been done here toward 
fortifying this post, the sod buildings and stables aftbrding sufficient 
defense for the force occupying them. 

At Midway Station a deserted ranch and stable liave been occupied. 
Hay only in sufficient quantity for immediate consumption has been 
obtained at this post, and no supply of fuel is on hand. There is fuel 
sufficiently near, however, to prevent sufiering, but hay will be short, 
if a mounted force is maintained here, as there is not enough put up 
within a reasonable distance to supidy the post. Ho defenses have 
been erected here, the sod buildings being deemed sufficiently secure 
against any Indian atta('k. 

At Gillman’s Station a deserted ranch and stable have been occu¬ 
pied, affording ample accommodations for the garrison. There is an 
abundant supply of hay at this post belonging to the proprietor of the 
ranch, Mr. Gillman, wdiich can be secui*ed for public use. Fuel has not 
been put up for winter supply, though it can be obtained readily fifteen 
miles from the post. Ho defenses have been erected at this post, the 
sod buildings, stables and stockade corrals belonging to the ranch 
being considered sufficiently secure. 

At Cottonwood commodious buildings are arranged in rectangular 
form about parade ground, giving accommodations for men and 
stabling in rear of quarters for 178 horses, the whole inclosed by a 
stockade five feet high along eastern, western, and northern fronts, the 
southern face having a stockade nine feet high. Additional buildings 
are about completed for 100 moi’e men. A good hospital,"quartermas¬ 
ter, and commissary buildings have been erected at this i)ost, of cedar 
logs—^the principal ones of hewed logs—the company quarters of round 
logs. 

At O’Fallon’s Bluffs a deserted ranch has been occupied,* another 
similar ranch has been purchased and transported to the post and 
erected adjoining to one occupi(Hl, affording limited accommodation!:' to 
garrison. A good stable and stockade corral have also been occupied 
and the wStockade extended so as to form together with the buildings 
and stables an efficient defense against Indian attacks. Ho hay has 
been imt up here, but the post commander feels confident he can secure 
a sufficiency to supply him during the winter. Wood has to be hauled 
thirty-five miles and is now supplied only in (quantities sufficient to 
supply the demand. 

At Alkali a small sod house and stable were occupied and large ad¬ 
ditions built by the commanding officer. Quarters for 100 men and 
stabling for 110 horses have been erected of \sod, the timber for roofing, 
&c., having been hauled seventy miles. An irregiilar line of parapets 
has been thrown up connecting and inclosing buildings and 300 tons 
hay cut and stacked. But litth^. fuel has been obtained in excess of the 
daily consumption, owing to the great distance which it has to be 
hauled and the scarcity of transportation. 

At Beauvais Station no buildings nor stables have been erected, 
the proprietor, Mr. Beauvais, an Indian trader, having permitted the 
occupation of a building and stable sufficient to accommodate the gar- 
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risoB. Ilay and fuel liavo been contracted foi* at this post and a full 
supply ^nll bo obtained. ]!:^o defensiyo \Yoi‘ks Acere necessary here, the 
stockade around the stable and corrals, to^i>ether with the sod and lo^ 
building’s at the station, aftbrding’ ample protection to the garrison. 

At Julesburg, Colo. Tei‘., the stage station of Overland Mail Com¬ 
pany was temporarily fortified vdth rifle-pits—no other quarters than 
holes dug in the earth, with slidter-teiits for roofing; tlic gables, walled 
with sod, were erected. Ko stabling had been erected and the horses 
were allowed to vstand tied in a corral surrounded by a common pole 
fence. 

On the liGth October last this garrison was moved about one-quarter 
mile west of the stage station and a commodious ranch occupied giv¬ 
ing ample accommodations. A large unfinished stable without roof 
has been finislied for men’s (pmrters, and a commodious stable is in 
process of constiTi<*tion. The sod iu(*losure around the ranch is an 
excellent defense, and when the stables are finished this post vill be 
one of the best defensive stations on the line. An abundant supply of 
hay has been secured here, but the fuel is not supplied in sufficient 
quantity, the men having fre(iuently to gather biifialo chips for cooking 
their meals. The nearest fuel to this post is seventy-five miles dis¬ 
tant. 

In addition to the work enumerated in the foregoing details of each 
post, guards have been furnished the Overland Mail Company stages 
daily each way from Little Blue Station, Nebr. Ter., to eXulesburg, Colo. 
Ter., each guard being relicwed at the next post. At one time last 
month so audacious had the Indians become in their raids that a 
mounted escort of one sergeant and ten men had to be furnished to the 
stage from Plum Creek to Cottonwood, ea(*]i post relieving the escort. 
All the hay cut by the troojis of this command was cut by them under 
arms, and the details ordered to procure wood were not uiifrequently 
driven out of the canons where alone it can be procui'ed by superior 
forces of Indians, and no wagons used by the tiuops of this sub-district 
were permitted to go any distance Aom their posts without a strong 
guard to iirotect them. Add to this duty the daily and nightly patrols 
along the overland route and the constant reconnaissances made by 
detachments from each post, often extending their oiierations 60 to 100 
miles on either side of the Platte Valley, and the amount of service 
performed, with a view of protecting the overland mail route, and the 
many thousands of wagons laden with supplies for the Territories west 
of the Missouri, which have lately passed over it in perfect secuiity, 
and some idea of the activity of this command can be arrived at. The 
following is a resume of oi)erations against hostile Indians as far as 
reported to these headquarters: September 29, a train of emigrants 
rerurning fi'om the West while camped two miles west of Plum Creek 
was attacked about 8 j). m.; 1 white man killed and 2 wounded. 
Capt. T. J. Weatherwax, Company G, First Pegiment-Cavalry INe- 
braska Veteran Volunteers, with forty men, immediately pursued the 
Indians; trail led across Platte liiver; Indians scattered, and trail was 
abandoned. 

October 2, Capt. T. B. Stevenson, NTebraska militia, with thirty men 
of his company, started in pursuit of hostile Indians reported on the 
Blue, west of his post; traveled toward head of stream; found trail 
leading southwest; followed until satisfied Indians could not be over¬ 
taken, and retui'iied. 0(jtober 4, Capt. Thomas J. Majors, Company 0, 
First Eegimeut Nebraska Cavalry Veteran Volunteers, Avith fifty men, 
scouted the country along Plum Creek, thence south to Turkey Creek 
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(called Mild Creek on map), and along it clobe to its outlet into Ee- 
publi(*an. On liis return crossed Platte Eiver and scouted the coun¬ 
try adjacent to Buffalo Creek; saw numerous signs of Indians, but 
did not encounter any; whole distance traveled 145 miles. October 6, 
Capt. T. B. Stevenson, hTebraska militia, again moved in southerly 
direction up Elk Creek, with twenty-live men, expecting to join First 
Lieutenant Bremer, of his company, irom Little Blue Station, with a 
similar number of men. First Lieutenant Bremer was ambushed by 
Indians, himself killed, and 1 of his men wounded. On tlie approach of 
Captain Stevenson’s force the Indians fled, scattering in vSucli a manner 
as to render pursuit impracticable. October 12, Overland Mail Compa¬ 
ny’s westward-bo Lind coach attacked by twenty-five Indians secreted in 
a deserted ranch eight miles west Plum Creek at 9-p, m.; one stage 
horse killed instantly by first volley; coach stopped; guard ajid pas¬ 
sengers,using coach as protection, opened a rapid lire upon the Indians 
through the windows and doors of theraiuE. After dCvspcTate light, 
lasting two hours, 2 Indians killed; rest fled. One of the guaid se¬ 
verely wounded in head, and 1 passenger slightly, flesh wound through 
leg. Commanding officer at Plum Creek immediately sent out a detach¬ 
ment of forty men under Capt. W. W. Ivory, Company H, First Eegi- 
ment Cavalry IsTebraska Ycteraii Volunteers ; Capt. 11. II. Eibble, com¬ 
manding at Mullahla’s, also sending out fifteen men to join Captain 
Ivory on Plum Creek. Captain Eibblc’s detachment met sixty Indian 
warriors; 2 of our men killed instantly; seven succeeded in reaching 
Plum Creek; the other six being cut off by forty warriors, dismounted 
and fought their way ba(*k to Mullahla’s Station, sheltering them¬ 
selves behind tlieir horses. Indians lost 3 killed, 1 of them a chief 
who spoke broken English, and several others wounded; our loss, 2 
killed, 2 wounded, 2 horses killed and 10 disabled by wounds. 

October 18, Captain White, Nebraska militia, commanding Little Blue 
Station, reports scout to south and seeing Indians, who could not be 
approached near water shed between Little Bine and Eepublican Eivers. 
October 20,200 Indians crossed PlatteEiver, niovingnorth, fifteen miles 
west of Alkali Station; killed 1 emigrant and ran off‘50 head of oxen, 
* Capt. E. B. Muiphy i)ursued them to Ash Hollow, llis horses being 
in poor condition and satisfied he could not overtake them he i‘eturned 
to Alkali 21st, at 9 a. in., and resumed work on his quarters and defenses. 

October 20, Capt. N. J. O’Brien, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, commanding 
post Jiilesbnrg, Colo. Ter., reported pursuit of same band of Indians 
with forty men and one piece of artillery, with a si milar result. October 
21, same band of Iiidiajis having been re-enforced followed Capt. E. B. 
Miiiphy back to Alkali and attacked his post. They were repulsed but 
not pursued on account of exhausted condition of horses at the post. 
October 21, Captain Stevenson reports having gone out vith twenty 
men and scouted the country south of Little Blue Eiver. Saw many 
signs of Iiidians but could not overtake any. October 22, forty Indians 
attacked detachment of troops cutting wood near Midway Station. 
Detachment retreated toward station, were re-enforced an<l pursued In¬ 
dians twenty miles, but could not overtake them. October 28, Capt. 
JohnE.Porter, Nebraska militia, commanding Midway Station,reported 
that a party of haymakers at work for Overland Mail Company U'ear 
his post were attacked and driven in by a party of Indians. JMouuted 
twenty-five men and started in pursuit^ overtook them, killed 2 and 
captured 3, rest sin^ceeded in escaping. The party proved to be Paw¬ 
nees, who have heretofore b<"en considered Mendly toward the whites. 
On the 22d of October last, the wind being from the north and favorable, 
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I c'aused the praiiie soiilli of Plat to Piver Valley to b<^ simultaneously 
fired from point twenty miles west of Julesbiirg continuously to a 
point teii miles east of this post, burning tbe grass in a continuous line 
of 200 miles as far south as the Pepubhcan Piver. In some places the 
fire went out owing to the grass being too thin to burn readily. But 
sin(*e then detachments have been sentout and the work has progressed 
favorably; every canon and all the valleys of streams along this line 
have been thoroughly burned, thus depriving hostile Indians of forage 
for their animals in their hiding-places and driving all the game beyond 
the Eepublican Eiver. Prom a point ten miles east of this post to Little 
Blue Station I have burned only the creek valleys and (‘anons, compell¬ 
ing the Indians to graze their stock on the high prairie if they remain 
in that part of the country, andleaving the game in that section undis¬ 
turbed for the use of the Pawnees, who received twehe sacks of flom' 
from this ijost on the 20th October last and starte<l for the hunting 
grounds between Little Blue and Eepublican Eivers about 200 strong. 

This liiinting excursion of tlie Pawnees Avill prove of service to us, 
ao it will scour that portion of the country left niiburned, and where 
the hostile Cheyennes engaged our troups in July and October last. 
These Pawnees have ])romised to warn tlie i)osts of Little Blue and 
Pawnee Eanch in event of theii* finding hostile Indians. The firing 
of tlie prairie has been commen(*ed on the north side of Platte Valley 
from IMullahla’s Station to a point twenty-five miles west of Julesbiirg, 
Colo. Ter., extending north in some instancies 150 miles. Universal 
consternation has spread among tlie Indians, to whom this mode of 
warfare is ai)parently new, and their presence along the roa<l through 
this sub-district need not be apprehended during the winter. Offi<‘ers 
fr‘om Fort Laramie tell me that already the efiect of this grand burn¬ 
ing of the prairie is manifest among the Indians, and that they are 
anxious to make peace, hut whether their propositions are indiu'CKl by 
fear of starvation, the game being driven oft* by fires, or only to check 
the process of burning until they can renew hostilities in tlu^ spring, 

I am not prepared to say, and would simply suggest a continuance' of 
the work as a iniuishment for past misdeeds and a earning to them of 
what may occui* in tlie future should they persist in tlieir unfriendly con- * 
duct. One thing is certain, this burning of the prairie has ])rodiiced 
a marked eft'ect on the Indian iribes along the road, and tliey begin to 
dread theAvhite man’s i)ower. It will be borne in mind that the Platte 
Valley ])roper—^thatis, the country lying each side of tlie river up to 
the blufts on either side—^Inis been i)rote(‘ted iVom fire by express 
orders, and carefully preserved for the use of the immense aunuiiit of 
stock used in trans])orting merchandise over tlie road to the States and 
Territories west of Missouri Eiver, and no snft'ering can possibly oc(uir 
to the numberless teams traveling to and from the west. 

I inclose diagrams* of the buildings and dei'enses of all the posts 
under my command—the black lines indicating the finished portions 
of the work, and the i*ed lines the unfinished A\ork in process of com¬ 
pletion. I regret to say that the horses of this command are not in a 
fit condition for active field duty, arriving as nearly all of them did 
from a long and arduous expedition of 800 miles, diuing which they 
were on short rations most of the time, and being immediately ordered 
to occupy posts Avhich required constant activity and watchfrilness on 
the part of commanders to keep oft* hostile Indians by whom the coun¬ 
try was to a great extent overrun. The horses have been compelled 
to do a vast amount of duty, and are thin and somewhat exhausted. 


“Not Ibiind, 
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SlriTi.aT*iit regTilatioiis are being’ enforced, liowever, by Avliieli tlie care 
of horses will be bettered, and I confidently expect them to recaiperate 
sufficiently before long to fit them for active duty in hunting down the 
murderous Indians who committed so many acts of atrocity along this 
road in the summer. It affords me much gratification to state that 
although numerous attemijts have been made by the Indians to inter¬ 
rupt communication between this post and tiie western Territories 
since I assumed command, all their assaults have been repulsed with 
loss to them. They have been steadily i)ursued whenever a trail could 
be found, and the country adjacent to the road for sixty miles made too 
hot for them. ISTo interruption whatever, either of the TJ. S. mail or the 
immense amount of transportation i>assing over the road, has occurred 
thus far under my command. 

Before clovsing this report I woidd respectfully call your attention to 
the patent truth, the hostility of the Indian tribes is general throughout 
the West. Those tribes who are on reservations, such as the Poncas, 
Omahas, Pawnees, and Otoes are restless, and already one band of tlie 
Pawnees has shown a spirit of resistance to our authority in the late 
afiair near Midway Station on the 28th ultimo. Prom all the information 
thatl can gather it appears to be the determination of the Indians gen¬ 
erally to prevent the future encroachment of the whites upon their 
hunting gTounds, and I confidently look for a renewal of hostilities on 
a much larger scale in the spring, for the reason that the war this past 
summer has been a success for the Indians, turning into their hands large 
amounts of valuable property caiffured fi*om trains and many superior 
horses and arms taken from the murdered teamsters, while compara¬ 
tively no punishment for these crimes has been administered to them 
by our forces. I firmly believe that unless a terrible example is made 
of them—for instaiu'C, the total anidhilation of some of their winter 
encampments, by which they will be brought to feel the power of the 
Government and its ability to avenge the terrible butcheries committed 
by them during the past summer—they will from theii* past successes 
be eiicom'aged to a more vigorous and audacious warfare as soon as 
the grass is gTcen next spring. I discard the opinion which has been 
•so freely advanced by many that this Indian war has been instigated 
and aided by whites. Its origin is in the natural antipathy between 
the Indian and Anglo-Saxon races. The rapid strides of civilization 
toward and over the Eocky Mountains foreshadow to the Indians a 
futime so abhorrent to all his natural instincts that he cannot help tuiming 
upon the white man and attempt in his savage way to check this an¬ 
nually increasing current of white emigration toward his once quiet 
and bountifully supplied hunting grounds. 

I cannot conclude without expressing my admiration of the soldierly 
behavior of the four companies of Nebraska militia under my com¬ 
mand. They have endui’ed privations and done duty without murmur¬ 
ing, only one company. Captain Stevenson’s, having manifested any dis¬ 
orderly conduct and that was promptly remedied by Col. O. P. Mason, 
Nebraska militia. Their services entitle them to the thanks ()1‘ their fel¬ 
low-citizens, and the Territory may justly feel proud of such gallant 
men. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

E. E. LIVINGSTON, 

Colonel First Begt Nebraska Cav, Veteran Vols.^ 

Commanding Eastern 8^(b-D^strict of Nebraska. 

Brig. Gen. Louenzo Thomas, 

Adjxitant-General^ War Eepartment^ Washington^ 1). 0. 
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Hbqrs. Eastern Sub-District of ^Tebraska, 

Fort Kearny^ Xehr. Ter., December 1, 1HG4. 

Sir: I liave tlie lioiior to respectfully submit the following report of 
military operations in this sub-district for the month of November 
last: 

In my last report I exhibite<l the amount of labor performed by our 
troops at the various posts in this sub-district^ and during the last 
month additions of various character have been made to buildings for 
the comfort of tlie men and officers, and the posts, with few exceptions, 
are now as comfortably provided for as the exigencies of the service Avill 
})ermit. For details of the progress made at the different i)osts I have 
the honor to invite your attention to the accompanying report of Lieut. 
Charles Thompson, acting assistant (quartermaster, and acting commis¬ 
sary of subsistence of this vsub-distri(*t. 

The following is a resume of scouts and skirmishes had in the last 
month: 

November 7,1804, Oapt. E. D. Muriihy, Company A, Seventh Iowa 
Cavaliy, commanding post of Alkali Station, reported that Indians 
attacked Sand Hills Stage Station at 10 p. m. Cth instant. Their object 
seemed to be to run off stock. Were repulsed by six men of his com¬ 
pany there as stage guard. No damage done. 

November 11, 1804, Capt. A.G, White, Nebraska militia, command¬ 
ing post Little Blue Station, reported scout southwest of his post, fff- 
teen miles on Elk Creek. Found one Indian pony running loose. Saw 
no Indian signs. 

November 10, 1804, ('apt. William W. Ivory, Company H, First 
Nebraska Cavalry Veteran Volunteers, with forty men, moved from 
post rium Cre(‘k southwest up Plum Creek, on south side, ten miles, 
thence north to Freeman’s ranch, and camped. On 17th crossed to 
islands in Platte lliver, scoured them thoroughly, returned to bluffs 
south of Freeman’s, and seai*ched the canons for thi*ee miles; about 11 
a. m. struck fresh trail of about twelve Indian ponies going soutli. 
Being out of rations, and horses worn out, retiuued to post at Plum 
Creek. 

November 10,1804, ('aqff. Thomas J. Majors, commanding post Plum 
Creek, reported that 100 Indians attacked ti*ain three miles Avestof that 
post. With the mounted patrol of tifteeii men immediately went to the 
rescue of train. Found Indians in line of battle, wlio immediately 
charged his force; were repulsed. Capt. Thomas J. Weatlierwax, 
Company G, First Nebraska Cavalry, with re-enforcements, came in 
sight, wffien Captain Alajors, with his force of fifteen men, charged the 
Indians, and di'ovethem ten miles southwest, wdien darkness came on, 
and he was couipelled to relinquish the x)ursuit. Our loss, none. 
Indiai\s, killed, 5. Ox train lost; 20 head of oxen killed and wounded. 

November 20, 1804, Capt. S. M. Curran, Company E, First Nebraska 
Cavalry Veteran Volunteers, with forty men, moved from xiost Plum 
Creek to scene of iirevious day’s affair, thence southwest to bluffs, and 
struck trail of the retreating Indians, which he followed to Plum Creek, 
thence up on south side five miles. Here found many articles thrown 
away by the Indians; moved up the creek to the bend, twenty-five 
miles from post Plum Creek. Here Indian trail spread out on the 
prairie, and was lost. Turned course north to Platte Kiver; scoured 
bluffs and caHons east to post of Mullahla’s; remained there over night. 
On 21st was joined by Cax)tain Kibble, Comxiany I, First Nebraska 
Cavalry, commanding post Mullahla, with eighteen men, and moved up 
53 B R—VOL XLI, PT 1 
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Platte Kiver to old Indian liaunts. Found no tresli indications of In¬ 
dians Raving* been there of late. Eetiirned in afternoon to Plum Creek 
Station. 

November 2(1, Capt. T. J. Majors, coininanding post Plum Creek, 
reported that the westward-bound coach was attacked hve miles east 
of that post, about 8 p. m. 2oth, and 3 passengers, one woman and two 
men, wounded. On receiving this information immediately sent Capt. 

M. Curran, Company E, Fii-vSt Nebraska Cavalry, with his scpiadrou 
to place of attack; found no Indians; found telegraph wire down and cut 
in thi'ee places, apparently cut by hatchets. By information gathered 
from passengers and driver the attack was made by a small force. 

November 26, Indians attacked train five miles east of post 
Plum Creek at 4 p. m. Captain Majors, (ommanrling post Plum 
Creek, with sixty men, immediately i)i*oceeded to the train. When 
within two miles of the train discovered Indians fleeing south. Fol¬ 
lowed at full speed and came np with them fifteen miles south, on head 
w^aters Spring Creek. Only half his horses were able to keep up, and 
when Indians made a stand in a deep canon had only thirty-five men 
up—had been close to and firing into enemy’s rear for the last mile. 
Indians from canon opened up brisk fire at distance of 250 yards. Men 
dismounted and fought them. Orderi^d mount and attempted to gain 
position on fiank or rear; from small numbers was unable to divide 
force, and every move to flank them was foOed by concentrating move 
of their whole force, numbering from 75 to 100. Darkness coming on, 
was compelled to retire. One man. Private McGinnis, Company E, 
First Nebraska Cavalry, slight wound. One horse killed and 2 
wounded. Indians, 3 killed and a number wounded. 

November 26, Lieut. J. P. Murphy, Company F, First Nebraska Cav¬ 
alry, with eighteen men, inarched to 8aud Hills Stage Station, oast of 
this post, at which ifiace one man had been murdered the evening pr(‘- 
vious, and from there escorted overland stage coach to Elm Creek Stage 
Station. Coach pro(*eeded from there on and he moved with his force on 
to Pawnee Eanch and Liberty larm. On the 28th returned to Muddy 
Stage Station. Ou 29tli marched south and west, and came up Dry 
Creek, scouring the country and setting lire to the grass along all the 
streams. Eeturning to Fort Kearny saw no signs of Indians that 
Avere fresh. 

November 26, Capt. Lee P. Gillette, First Nebraska Cavahy, com¬ 
manding j)ost Fort Kearny, reported that in obedience to orders from 
headquarters Eastern Sub-District of Nebraska he moved with fifty 
men of his command from Fort Kearny at 11 p. m. 26th, in a westerly 
dfrection seventeen miles; thence south to blufis seven miles; thence 
southwest over the prairie to liead of canons ou Spring Creek; thence 
east from Spring Creek. On the 28th scouted in southwest dfrection 
nine miles back to Spring Creek, ten miles from its mouth. Near 
this creek found trails made by Indians and unshod ponies. Trail 
led both up and down the stream. Followed trail going south. At 
mouth found several old lodges. Crossed Spring Oi‘eek and moved up 
the Eepublican. On 29th moved west five miles and formed junction 
Avith Captain Majors from Plum Creek Station; marched down Eepub¬ 
lican to mouth of Spring Creek and folloAved up that stream to its 
source, scouring the canons leadingvdth it; thence northeast course to 
Platte Eiver. On 1st December returned to Fort Kearny. Distance 
traA^eled 150 miles. 

November 26, Col. S. W. Summers, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, com¬ 
manding post Fort Cottonwood, reported that in obedience to instruc- 
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tioiis trom headquarters sub-district, Captain Cremer witli iifty men 
moved at 12 p. iii. 2()tli for Ban Smith’s Station. At daylight was 
joined by ten men from that station and forty men from CTilman’s, and 
with that force moved south to the ICepublican Eiver; crossed that 
stream and marched east to and up Beaver Creek. On the 30th turned 
direction of inarch north to Platte Eiver, crossing the Eepublicau 
Eiver due south ol* povst Plum Creek. From post Plum Creek returned 
to Fort Cottonwood. Eeports no Indian signs on Beaver Creek. 
Thirty miles west of a line south of Plum Creek crossed a fresh trail 
going south of about forty Indians without lodge poles. On the 
Eepublicau crossed another large trail of at h^ast 150 with lodge poles. 
This party hacl camped there two days previous; had erected their 
lodges and evidently had been there some days. Eeports no buffalo 
in country scouted over. 

November 27, Capt. Thomas J. Majors, First Nebraska Cavalry 
Veteran Volunteers, commanding x>ost Plum Creek, reported that in 
obedience to orders from headquarters sub-district he moved at day¬ 
light from post Plum Creek with fifty men and one 12-pounder howitzer 
south to scene of affair of the day before; thence southwest eighteen 
miles, where he struck the Curtis trail and camped. On the 28th con¬ 
tinued march to the Eepublicau Eiver, On the 29th moved down the 
river, where he met Cai)tain Gillette Avith force from Fort Kearny. 
Learning from him that ti’esh trails had been seen, leading north and 
none south, moved on down the river to Spring Creek, then up that 
stream twelve miles, where fouud seven Indian lodges recently occupied 
and capable of containing 150 Indians. On the morning of the 30th 
found that the Indians had separated or spread out so as to leave no 
trail that could be followed. From that point marched to head of 
Spring Creek, where the command separated, Captain Gillette moving 
toward Fort Kearny and his command back to post Plum Creek; dis¬ 
tance traveled, 100 miles, 

I beg pjarticularly to call yoiu* attention to the gallantry of the troops 
at Plum Greek Station and the efficiency and promptness of the com¬ 
manding officer, Oapt. Thomas J. Majors. This officer, occupied as he 
has been to his utmost capacity in building fortifications, quarters, cut¬ 
ting hay and fiiel, escorting stages, &e., has also been very active in 
hunting down the hostile Indians who have so frequently attempted 
raids on the road within his jurisdiction. His daring and self-i>osses- 
vsioii in action are worthy of all ])raise, and by his jAromptness in flying 
to meet the enemy he lias saved a number of trains and rescued a large 
number of travelers fr'om being brutally murdered by the ruthless 
vagabonds of Indians who ])erpetrate their deviltries alike on women 
and children, as Avell as men, 

I have the honor again to call yotir attention to the fact that the 
defensive character of this Indian war on oim part is not calculated to 
terminate the atrocities so fr*equently coiniuitted by hostile Indians, 
scattered as the troops are along a line of 300 miles, with greater or less 
intervals betw^een posts. These intervals, over which trains must 
necessarily pass, are subject to inroads by raiding parties of Indians^ 
and it is on these that all the skirmishes of the last month have 
occurred. The number of troops at the x^osts not being large enough 
to i}ermit any one of them to send out a sufficient force to penetrate 
into the Indian haunts south of the Eepublicau Eiver with safety, their 
scouting parties are necessarily confined in their operations to search¬ 
ing for and engaging small war parties of Indians, who always fall back 
on the approach of oui‘ troops and escape south. You will observe a reg- 
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ularity in tlie time of attacks adopted by tlie Indians. They invari¬ 
ably strike the overland road at a late hoiu‘ of the day, by Avhich means, 
when ]>ursiied by our forces, ni^>ht interferes to stopthepin-smtandthe 
majority of them thus escape. I feel convinced tliat nothing short of 
an expedition against the encainx>iuents of the hostile Sioux and Chey¬ 
ennes south of the Republican River, which will strike and destroy 
some large band, will terminate this barbarous warfare. Our position 
along the overland road and the vast amount of goods passing over it 
offers temx)tations to the young warriors of tliese hostile tribes which 
they will continue to embrace. In the past month they have not been 
successful, our troops promptly meeting and driving "them, but such 
l)etty warfare is x)recisely of that character which stimulates the Indian 
brave, and unless a severe xmnishment is administered to themintbeir 
own encampment I look for continued raids of the (‘haracter described 
in reports of scouts and engagements heretofore forwarded to your head¬ 
quarters. The overland road is not safe for trains containing less than 
fifty or sixty well armed men. On tlie 19th of November last you wiU 
see that the Indians did not hesitate to attack a train numbering over 
forty armed men, and had it not been for the timely arrival of Captain 
Majors that train would undoubtedly have perished. Thus far my 
efforts to keep (qien the great routes have proved successful; no interrup¬ 
tion has taken place, although frequent raids have been made on it. To 
insure the safety of trains and the mail and iiassengors on the Over¬ 
land Mail Company’s stages, I issued instructions to xiost commanders 
directing them to hold small trains traveling over the road at them 
posts until a sufficient number of them were gathered to insure their 
safety on the road before permitting them to pro(*eed on their way. 
Tlie stage conqiany was directed to time their departures east fi*om 
Cottonwood and west ffom Fort Kearny so as to insure the passage of 
the coaches over tlie dangerous parts of the road in daylight. Mounted 
guards have been furnished the stage company between this point and 
Cottonwood, but this service is very injurious to our horses; 132 men 
are required for this duty every day. Dismounted guards continue to 
be furnished at the post west of Fort Cottonwood and east of Fort 
Kearny. The accompanying letters of instructions relating to this 
matter are forwarded for your information. 

In my oiunion all that is necessary to obtain xieace with the Chey¬ 
ennes and Sioux is to crush some of their large winter encampments 
out of existence, when feeling the power of our arms, they will submit; 
nothing short of this can accomplish lasting peace or give security to 
the great overland route. I would recommend thar a temporary depot 
of subsistence stores and grain be established at a convenient camping- 
ground on the Republican in the month of April next, or earlier if 
deemed advisable, and that a body of mounted troops not less than 
300 strong be used as scouting x)<n*ties ffoni that point until some large 
winter encauq^ment ol* hostile Indians is found, when the whole for(*e 
could he assembled and marched with all celerity consistent with safety 
to horses, to attack and destroy the encampment found. I do not con¬ 
sider it best to march a large body of troops over these desolate plains, 
encumbered with wagons, and trusting to chance to find the enemy. 
Such bodies of troops will always be seen first by the wily Indians, and 
timely preparation to move their encampment be made by them. It is 
utterly impossible to move a large body of men over the prairies with¬ 
out exposing them, and for this reason such bodies arc nearly always 
unsuccessful in meeting the enemy unless our numbers induce him to 
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i)elieve lie can vanquish us, when he will offin* battle, but this is so sel- 
[lom the ease that I deem the plan of making’ a depot and finding an 
mcampmeut through reconnaissances infinitely more certain of success. 
The best season in whi(*li to attack Indians is in the early spring 
inonths; April and early ^jart of May when the young grass purges 
and enfeebles their stock, disabling them ii’oni running any great dis¬ 
tance and iuwsuring their being easily run dovm by our graiii fed stock. 

I would also suggest the proxniety of establishing a post on the 
Republican Eiver, immediately south of Plum Oreek, at some favorable 
point on the north side of that stream, connecting it by a telegraph 
line Avith Plum Oreek Station early next spring. By this means raid¬ 
ing x>arties of Indians could be met by the troops of both garrisons and 
cfiectually checked. The timber on the Eepublican would enable the 
erection of log houses for quarters and stables and the erection of a 
mbstantial sto(*kade aimind the garrison. Your attention is called to 
Ihe fact that nearly all the deiiredations by Indians have been confined 
to the neighborhood of Plum Oreek, and that the great Indian route 
between the Platte EiA^iT and the country south is OA^er the prairie 
lying between the Eepublican and the Platte Eivers, immediately 
south of Plum Creek. 

The supplies for such a post could be hauled very readily, as the 
country between these i)oints is excellent for road piirxioses. In addi¬ 
tion to the adA'antages of siudi a post in deterring marauding expedi¬ 
tions of Indians, it Avonld be tbund of great seiwice to our iiosts along 
the OA'erland road in furnishing a supply of fuel, Avhich is abundant on 
the Eepubli('an and its tributaries, Avhile it is exceedingly scarce on 
the road. The adA^aiitages of a post on the Eeimblican Eiver are so 
self-CAudent that I Avill not point them out further. 

E have the honor to be, captain, A^ery respectfully, your most obedient 
serA^ant, 

E. E. LIVIEGSTOK, 

GoL 1st Jtegt, N^ehr, C<ii\ Vet, Vols,, Gomdg, East,Si(IhJ> 1st, of Nehr, 

Oapt. John Pratt, 

Asst, Adjt, 6Va., Dist, of Nehraslidy Omaha, Nehr, Ter, 

[IlK lOMll 0 No 1 ] 

Headquarters Eastern Sxtb-Histrict of IjEebraska, 

Fort Kearny, Kehr, Ter,, Noremher 27, 1804, 

William Eeynolds, Esq., 

General Hnpt, 0, lAne, Fort Kearny, Kehr. Ter,: 

Sir: In vieAvof the frequent ambuscades by liostile Indians between 
this post and Port OottoiiAvood, and the fact that nearly all these hos¬ 
tile demonstrations occur after darkness, I deem it essential to the 
safety of the IT. S. maihs and the lives of the passengers in your 
(‘caches that you make it incumbent on your division agent to run the 
coaches between this post and Fort Cottonwood by daylight. I re¬ 
spectfully suggest the hour of 4 a. m. as a seasonable hour for the de¬ 
parture of the coach from this point for the west, and 3 a.m. for the 
departure of the coach going east horn Oottonwoo(i. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LIVINGSTOlSr, 

Col, First Nebr, Car, Vet, Voh,, Comclg,. Fast, JSub-Dist, of Nebr, 
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PlEAlX^VAKTERS EASTERN BuB EiSTRIOT OF NEBRASKA, 

Fort Kearny, Xehr, Ter., Kovemher 

Comjviandino Officer I^ost, 

Fort Kearny., Flum Greelx., 

Fan HmltFs Kaneh, Glllman^Sy Fort Cottonwood: 

Sir : The colonel commanding directs that you do not peimit any small 
trains to pass your post unless there are enough men with it to defend it 
against Indian attacks. As soon as another train arrives and in your 
judgment the combined trains are strong enough to resist Indian at¬ 
tacks, permit them tox)i*oceed. 

By command of Col. R. R. Livingston: 

F. A. MCDONALD, 

Firnt Lieui.^ Flrfit Kehr. Cav. Tet. Fo7.<?., Actg, Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


No. 2. 


Reports of Capt. Thomas J. Fiy'st Kehrasha Cavalry, 

Headquarters Post, 

Flam Greeh., October 13^ iSGJ—9 p. m. 

Lieutenant: I am just in receipt of news from Captain Ribble— 
fifteen men sent by liim, agreeable to my order (all he could mount), to 
make a junction with Captain Ivory on PlumCieek, south of Mullahla’s 
Ranch. After having made a scout out as far as ordered and not meet¬ 
ing with Ivory, they started back and came up within sight of the 
ranch. On the bluffs opposite they were attacked by about sixty or 
more Indians, overpowered, and compelled to retreat. The Indians 
were between them and the ranch, conseqinmtly they had to fall back 
south. Two were killed (Jackson and Kelley) and 7 still missing, under 
Bangs. The only hope I have for their safety is that they may fall in 
with Oax^tain Ivory, who is somewdiere on Plum Creek, with about 
thirty men. I sent him out about 4 o’clock this morning. Two of his 
horses giving out ten or twelve miles up the creek, he sent them back, 
and they on their return (*ame within sight of one Indian, who immedi¬ 
ately fled southward. Their horses being in no condition to imrsue, 
they came in and rei)orted, whereux)on I at once sent Captain OuiTan 
out to, if possible, find, attack, and kill all Indians found, supposing 
bum this information that Captain Ivory had ))assed by them and they 
werelui'king in his rear. I just hear that Oaiitain Curran has arrived 
at Mullahla’s Ranch without seeing anything of the enemy or Captain 
Ivory. I at once sent him orders to i>rocure rations from Ribble and 
immediately follow; if possible make a junction with Captain Ivory. 
All the mounted force 1 have aa.‘e now out under Captains Curran and 
Ivory. I hope for the best results, believing that if either Curran or 
Ivory sees them they will make sad havoc among them. I regret 
exceedingly that 1 am not personally in command, but have fuU confi¬ 
dence in those that are. I hox')e the necessity of the case will not 
demand my calling for more force, but if trouble still continues it will 
be imxiossible for me with my limited force to guard as much road as I 
am called upon to do, and beside this build quarters for my men, which 
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are very mncli needed, as winter is fast approacWng. As soon as I am 
in possession of all tlie facts relative to the scouting parties I will at 
once communicate it to you. 

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, <S:c., 

THOMAS J. MAJOES, 
Captain^ GommanHing Post. 

Lieutenant McDonald, 

A. A. A. (?., Past. Sal). Dist. of Nehr.^ Fort Kearny^ Nehr. 

You can telegraph this to Livingston if von think necessary. 

MAJOES. 


Headquarters Post, 

Plum Creel'^ Nebr. Ter.^ Pecemher 1H04. 

Lieutenant: In compliance with requirements of Circular Nfo. 9, 
headcpiarters Eastern Sub-District of i^ebraska, November 24,1S64,1 
have the honor to report as follows: 

From the 1st to Kith of Ii^^ovember the work of building quarters 
was vigorously continued. Seven rooms have been erected for ofifieers’ 
quarters, one for sutler and two for quartermaster’s and commissary 
vstores. But a few more days’ work is required for their completion. 
About sixty feet of embankment has been constructed of sod-wall four 
and a half feet in height and three feet in thickness. The amount of 
fuel used up to the 20th of the month was cut on an island in the 
Platte and hauled a distaiu'e of from one to three miles. On the 16th 
Indians were reported to have been seen on the road between this post 
and Mullahla’s Station. Captain Ivory was accordingly sent to scout 
the country with twenty-five men. Marched ten miles up Plum Creek, 
then across the blulfs to French’s ranch. There being no shelter there, 
went on to Freeman’s ranch and camped. Shortly after arriving 
at the ranch Private Eosecrans, Company D, First ISTebraska Cav¬ 
alry, was severely wounded by a shot from an enemy outside. The 
night was too dark to find any trace of the enemy. 

On the following morning, liirovember 17, the party crossed to an 
island in the Platte. Found no Indian trace, and then inar<‘hed south 
into the bluffs, where the trail of a small i)arty of Indians was found 
leading southward. The horses were too much exhausted, and supply 
of rations too limited, to profitably pursue, therefore the party returned 
to camp on the 17th, having marched about fifty miles. The land 
traveled over was very broken, except when in the Platte Valley. 
Timber in small bodies and plenty of excellent p'ass was found on 
Plum Creek. INothing more was seen of the Indians until the 19th, 
wlien 100 of them attacked a train four miles west at about 5 p. m. I 
was soon apprised of the fact, and with twelve mounted patrol, 
accompanied by Captain Curran and Lieutenant Gillespie, galloped 
ior the scene of attack. At sight of my api)roach the Indians desisted 
from their attack on the train and drew up in line of battle across the 
road and awaited my approach. When I had arrived within about 
1,000 yards the Indians charged us with furious yells. I ordered my 
men to dismount, and by steady firing repulsed their attack, but not 
until they had extended their line so as nearly to surround us. Cap¬ 
tain Weatherwax, whom I had ordered to follow as soon as he could 
mount, was by this time rapidly approaching with twenty-five men. 
When he was within supporting distance I ordered my men to mount and 
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charge, ^liich was done with a will. The Indians retreated at fall 
speed for seven miles into the bluffs, when it became so dark that it 
was inadvisable to pursue them farther. Five of the Indians were 
killed. Could not ascertain the number wounded, as they were in 
every instance assisted off the field by their comrades. Our loss 1 
horse. 

At daybreak next morning, lilovember 20,1 sent Captain Curran 
with forty mounted men to pursue the Indians. He moved to scene of 
a(*tion evening previous, and followed Indian trail up Plum Creek, 
finding many articles of value abandoned by the enemy, showing that 
their retreat had been precipitate. Twenty-five miles from Plum 
Creek Station found one of the enemy’s horses with leg broken by 
musket-ball. Trail then became so much divided that it could not be 
followed. Captain Curran then marched northward to Mullahla’s 
Station and camped. 

On the following morning, November 21, he moved southward into 
the bluffs, searching careffilly tor indications of Indians. Failed to 
find any. Eeturued to camp evening of 21st. Weather was very cold 
and several of his men returned with feet and ears frozen. Captain 
Curran found timber in small quantities on Plum Creek for a distance 
of twenty miles from this post; after that there was neither timber nor 
water to be found on the creek. Grass was abundant, but dead. Land 
very broken between Phun Creek and Platte Itiver. 

On the 2oth instant, at 9 p. m., the coa(‘h from Kearny was attacked 
four miles east of this post, wounding 3 jiassengers. Captain (hirran 
was at once sent out with thirty mounted men. The night was in¬ 
tensely dark and no sign of the Indians could be found. A small train 
was met in a dangerous vsituation and escorted to the post. 

On the 2Gth, at 4 ]). ni., a train of five wagons with twenty men was 
attacked five miles east of this post by about seventy-five Indians. 
The men being hut poorly armed were soon overpowered and left their 
wagons, reti-eating toward this post. Two of them were killed and C 
wounded. I was soon notified of the attack by a patrol that had seen 
the occurrence from an island in the river, where wood-choppers were 
at woi'k, and mounting thirty men as hastily as possible,! pursued the 
Indians sixteen miles to Spring Creek, where they were re-enforced, 
and sheltering themselves in the deep ravines or canons could not be 
dislodged. A sliariT fight here ensued, the Indians being dismounted 
as well as ourselves. Eesult not decisive. Enemy’s loss, 3 killed; 
number wounded, unknown. Our loss, 1 private, McGinnis, Company 
E, First Nebraska Oavalrj", slightly wounded, 1 horse killed, and 2 
wounded. In their retceat the Indians were so closely pressed that 
they abandoned one horse, a number of spears, and the two scalps they 
had taken from the murdered men. The latter were brought to this 
powst for burial. The wounded were skillfully cared for by Assistant 
Burgeon Larsh, and are now in a fair way for recovery. 

At daylight on the following morning, November 27, I moved south 
with fifty mounted men and one 12-pounder mountain howitzer. Pro¬ 
ceeded to the scene of the engagement the evening previous, hoping to 
find the Indians still in that vicinity. Failing to do so, I moved south¬ 
west about eighteen miles until 1 struck the Curtis trail, where I 
encamped for the night. ' 

The next morning, 28th, I continued the march southward, crossing 
several small streams which were so much swollen that I was somewhat 
delayed in crossing my howitzer, so that it was night-fall before I reached 
the Eepublican, where I encamped. 
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On the IblloAviiig morning’, NTovember 21)^ moved dov'ii the river a 
short distance and met Captain (xillette’s party from Fort Kearny. 
Learning* from him that fresh trails had been seen leading* northrrard 
and none to the south, 1 deemed it advisable to follow the trails spoken 
of, which [ did, moving down the river to the mouth of Spring Creek, 
then up that stream about twelve miles, Avhere I found seven Indian 
lodges recently occupied and capable of containing about 150 Indians. 
Camped at this point for the night. 

NText morning, 30th, I found upon close examination that the Indians 
had separated or spread out so as to leave no trail that could be fol¬ 
lowed, and think they must have gone eastward, for had they gone 
west J should have been almost certain to have seen their trail"as I 
moved soutli. From this point 1 marched to the liead of Spring Creek, 
where Captain Gillette, with his command, moved in the direction of 
Fort Kearny, and I with mine to this post, arriving here about 6 p. m.j 
distance traveled, about 100 miles. The country passed over was very 
broken in the vicinity of Spring Creek, and in* many idaces near the 
Eepublican. Timber was found in small quantities on both of the 
above-mentioned streams. 

On the 27th I encamped on the open prairie, near a small lake, with¬ 
out any timber at all. Grass w^as plenty, but dead, and of but little 
value as forage. JJismounted guards were furnished the overland 
stage until the 20th, since wdien a mounted escort of ten men has been 
provided between this post and Mullahla’s Stalioji. The accompany¬ 
ing* diagranns*- indicate the routes pursued by scouting parties herein 
mentioned. 

1 remain, lieutenant, very respectfully, &c., 

THOS. J. MAJOES, 
Captain^ Commanding Post, 


Ko. 3. 

Report of Capt, William IF. Ivory, Fh^st NehrasM Cavalry, 

Plum ('reek Station, Nebr., 

October 17,1804, 

Lieutenant; i respectfully report that in ohedience to orders 
received from Capt. Thomas J. Majors, I left here on the morning* of 
the 13th instant to scout the (*ouutry on Plum Creek, and opposite to 
Freeman’s ranch, the scene of the attack on the stage on the evening of 
the 12th, 1 scoured the country around and on Plum Creek some 
fifteen miles. 1 then struck across the hills and examined the canons 
for a breadth of seven miles down to Freeman’s and French’s ranches, 
and to within two miles of Captain Kibble’s station (Mullahla’s). I then 
crossed to one of the islands opposite Freeman’s ranch, made a thorough 
examination of the gi*ound for three miles, found traces of the Indian 
moccasin tracks, &c. It being dark and my horses nearly given out, I 
camped. In the morning, 14th, I sent a squad of nine men and corporal 
across the Platte to scout the country on the north side and join me 
in the evening at this place. 1 then started for camp, the twenty-four 
hours’ rations ordered out with fmej being exhausted. At the road 
near Fi*eemaii’s I got information that a party of Captain Kibble’s men, 
who were out looking for tlie same Indians I was after, had been attacked 


' Omitted as unimportant. 
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by a band of Olieyemies, supposed to be forty warriors, under the com¬ 
mand of one of tlieii* bi^;* chiefs, White Antelope. They killed and 
scalped 2 of Kibble’s men, wounded 2, and captured and killed 7 or 8 of 
his horses. After some light the small party, only eight men, had to 
retreat to their station at Mullahla’s, six miles ft’orn where the men 
were killed. This occurred the same day I went out, the 13th, but late 
in the evening and nearly on the same ground my men had gone over. 

On hearing this re]>ort I started for f'aptain Kibble’s station, and 
sent word to my men to all join me theic. After being joined by Cap¬ 
tain Curran’s command, some tifteen men, by order received from (’ap- 
tain Majors, we marched for the scene of the attack the day previous. 
Found the dead bodies of Ril)ble’s company some six miles south of his 
station. We scouted the country for two to three miles, il being nearly 
dark when we got out. We returned to Miillahla’s ranch and camped. 
Captain Majors joined the command befoie ve had got out that even¬ 
ing. The next moi‘ning, the 15th, we started in the direction of Plum 
Creek over the ground partly scouted the day before, traveled some 
fifteen miles south, then ten miles southeast to a lake, finding no trace 
of the Indians. We then niarcbed for camp at tliis post, where we 
arrived about 1) o’clock at night. L would respectfully give it as my 
opinion, whic^h I hopi^ the (*a])tain commanding will forward to district 
headquarters, that if I had [had] reasonably good horses on this scout, 
I would more than likely have come on the Indians in their rear about 
the time of their attack on Sergeant Bangs’party, as I would, if the 
horses had been able to stand it, have inarched some miles farther 
out. As it was I was under the necessity of marching most of the 
time at a walk, to enable me to scout the country between this and the 
point opposite Freeman’s ranch, on Plum Creek, and from there to the 
Platte, as 1 understand from verbal instructions by the cai)tain com- 
luaiiding. I started out with twenty-seven horses, every one that was 
fit to travel, out of forty-five horses. Two of them gav(^ out the first 
five miles and four were unfit to travel out of a walk, that I sent back; 
and out of the whole number of horses that I had the first evening, 
when I got to the Platte not five of them could liave galloped five 
miles. I am almost certain with the men 1 had out if they were prop¬ 
erly mounted I could have found the Indians and whipped them, as I 
would have crossed the Platte with my men the first evening out, and 
as it proved after, we would more than likely have come up to them on 
the north side, for the Indians crossed the road and river that night 
some five miles below this post. 

Very rcs])ectfnlly, 

WM. W. lYOEY, ^ 

VapiaUi Hquadron 11^ First Nehr, Car, Vet, Yols, 
Lieut. Louts J. Boyek, 

Actim/ Post Adjutant, 


No. 4. 

Beport of Oapt, John B. Porter^ First NehrasTca Militia Infantry, 

Midway, October ^<9, 1864. 

Deae. Sie: We had a fight to-day with the Indians; killed 2 and 
took 3 prisoners. About noon there were twenty-five or thirty Indians 
came down on the oppovsite side of the river and run our hay-makers 
over. I ordered my men to saddle, and we crossed the river. We run 
them fifteen miles; when we got within shooting distance shot 1 there 
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and got liim. Eaii about two milesj wbeii 2 more gave up and we 
took tbeni prisoners; tbeii kept uii a running’ fii*e to the bluSs on the 
other side of Buffalo Creek. When near the bluffs we killed another 
and took 1 more prisoner. We lost 1 good horse, saddle, bridle, and 
equipments. The boys behaved aiobly. I think several carried lead 
off with them, as there were a good many shots fired at them. All my 
men arrived in camp 10 ]). m.; none killed or wounded. All of them 
have some Indian trophy, and feel as though they had not served their 
sixty days for nothing. 

Eespeotfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHJ^ E. POETEE, 

(hiptain^ Commandlag Midway^ Xeh)\ Ter, 
Col. E. E. Livingston, 

Commanding Eastern t^uh-District,, Xehrasl'a Territory, 


No. A 

Report of Capt. Thomas B, Hterenson,, First Xehrash'a Mllltla Infantry. 

l^AW^NEE Eanch, October 7, 1804—10 p. m. 
Colonel : Just retmmed ffom a disastrous scout to find your General 
Order, No. awaiting me. Yesterday late in the evening I discovered 
Indians on the prairie to the number of about fifty, between the head¬ 
waters of Liberty and Elk Creeks. I had but foui* men with me. They 
scattered in a twinkle on seeing us toward Elk Creek. The darkness 
favored them. I sent immediately to my first lieutenant, E. J. Bremer, 
commanding Little Blue Station, to sjiare me all the men possible, 
1 to meet them midway between this post and his. We met at 
daylight this morning and moved up the east side of Liberty Creek; 
theiKic to the head of Elk Creek and down some distance without suc¬ 
cess- I was pi‘epared to stop out all night, the lieutenant was not. 
He had gone about a mile and then stopped to graze, believing there 
was not an Indian on Elk (heek, for he had been on the lower part the 
day before. As I am informed, he crossed the creek with three men 
to what vseemed a trail; was shot dead by Indians in ambush; one of 
the men is wounded (I think not serious) with an arrow. The wounded 
man fired on the Indians several times and felled one. The men fell 
back out of the thicket, Indians being (*oncealed and believed to be 
numerous, though no one saw more than five at one time. A mes¬ 
senger of those on the other side of the creek came to me. 1 advanced 
in liaste, but all was over. My lieutenant, a good soldier and worthy 
man, dead by a gunshot; the ground strewn with arrows; a miserable 
redskin carried off* dead or wounded. I explored the thicket; got some 
moccasins, Indian purses, lariats, and a gun cover in dens they had in 
the thicket, but the Indians evaded and escaped me. I have not men 
enough to hold two stations, guard the stage line, and go thirty or 
forty miles to seek a fight. I now propose to have fifteen mounted men 
move down each side of this creek of Indian murderers, and twenty or 
thirty infantry scour the bed of the creek at the same time, and where 
necessary burn out the thicket. Will be up to the fort soon. 

Your obedient servant, 

THOS. B. STEVENSON, 

’ Captain Company A, First Regiment Xebrasha Militia, 
Col. E. E. Livingston, 

Commanding Eastern Huh-District of XehrasJca, 
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isTo. a, 

Beport of Capt. Lee P. OUleite^ First Xehrasl'a Cavalry. 

LIeadc^uarters Post, 

Fort Kearny^ Xehr, Ter.^ Beeemher 16. 1864. 

Lieutenant: I have the hoiioi* to report, in obedience to Circular 
No. 9, liead(iuarters Eastern Sub-District of Nebraska, the following 
military [operations] at this iiost: 

On November 20,1864, Lieut. John P. Murphy, with eighteen enlisted 
men of Company F, First Nebraska Cavalry Veteran Volunteers, 
marched to Pawnee Eanch, on the Little Blue Biver. On morning of 
the 28th of November he marched from that post in a westerly direc¬ 
tion, scouting the countiy adjacent to tlie headwaters of the Little 
Blue, and returned to this x>ost on the 30th of November. Deports 
that he saw no Indians nor any signs indicating that they had been on 
that stream recently. The country passed over from Pawnee Kanch 
to Fort Kearny is considerably broken, and is intersxiersed with nu¬ 
merous small streams. Grass and timber (along the streams) is in suf- 
hcient quantities to supi)ly troops marching through the country. On 
the same date, November 20, one commissioned othcer and forty-live 
enlisted men of the garrison left post, under (*ommand ol Ca])t. L. P. 
Gillette, on scout to Depublican lii\er, with si\ days^ rations for men 
and six days’rations tor animals. Man-hed 11.30 ]>. m. of that day. 
Moved up Platte Diver to Seventeen-Mile Point and went into camp. 
Marched at daylight the following morning in a southerly direction 
across Platte Diver Bottom and over the Sand Hills; thence vsouth- 
west twenty-five miles to the canons on the head of the creek next 
east of Spring (bTek, and went into cam]>. The country traveled over 
after leaving the Sand Hills that skirt the Platte Diver Bottom is high 
rolling x)rairie, and produces no timber and but very little grass. 

Next morning, November 28, marched west nine miles and struck 
Spring Creek ten miles from its mouth; thence down tliat stream to 
DepuUican Diver and up the D(‘publican DiA^er seven miles and camped 
lor the night. 

Next morning, 29th, marched five miles west, forming junction with 
troops under command of Captain Majors. Deturned direct to the 
mouth of Spring Creek; marched up tiliat stream eleven miles, and 
<*amped. Country passed over on last two days’ marclx A"ery much 
broken. Streams difficult to cross on account of steep banks and 
muddy bottom. Grass plentiful and on the streams wood in sufficient 
quantity to supply troops marching through the country. 

On the morning of 30th mar(*hed north ten miles to the source of 
Si)ring Creek; then<‘e northeast twenty miles to Seventeen-Mile Point, 
on Platte Diver. 

The troops at post during the month of November have been doing 
ordinary patrol, escort, fatigue, and guard duty. A part of tlie com- 
xnand have been building fortifi-cations, and during the month have 
put up 800 square yards of sod and earth embankment. The extreme 
cold weather and the number of men required for wood-cutting has 
interfered with the work on the fort. I most respectfully request that 
work on the fort be suspended until spring, and that the engineer in 
charge be discharged. The wood detail (consisting of one commis¬ 
sioned officer and twenty-five enlisted men) are cutting wood on Grand 
Island, eighteen miles east of Fort Kearny, and have put up 200 cords 
of wood, of which seventy-five cords have been delivered at post. The 
Platte Diver is at this season of the year difficult to cross. Wagon- 
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masters liave found it impossible to take more than half loads oyer. 
Mr. Wheatley, wood contractor, has delivered fi*oin fifty to seventy- 
five cords of wood only on his conti’act to supply the post with 200 
cords. I respectfully ask that he be proceeded against for non-fulfill¬ 
ment of contract. 

I have the honor to bo, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

LEE P. GILLETTE, 

Captain^ Fint Cav.^ Febw Yet. Yols.^ Commanding Post 
Lieut. E. A. McDonald, 

Actg, Asst, Adjt Gen,, Eastern j^uh-List riot of Fehraslca, 


No. 7. 

Report of Lieut Charles Thompson,^ First Pfebrasha Caralrij, Acting 
Assistant Quartermaster. 

Eastern Sub-District oe Nebraska Territory, 

Fori Kearny^ December 2^ 18b4, 

Lieutenant : In obedience to Special Orders, No. 22, dated headquar¬ 
ters Eastern Sub-District of Nebraska, November 13, 1804, I have the 
honor to submit the following reiiort: 

On receiving the order I proceeded immediately to tlie post at Plum 
Creek and examined at that place the quartermaster and commissary 
departments. Supplies for this post^iro forwarded from Fort Kearny, 
estimates for six months^ supplies having been made and forwarded. 
The quarters for the trooi)s are completed, but are not occupied on 
account of not being able to procmre any stoves for heating and cook¬ 
ing purposes. The quarters are ])uilt without fireplaces. Eequisitions 
have been made on Oapt. S. II. Moer, district quartermaster, and on 
my arrival at Plum Creek I wrote him, urging him to prociu'o them at 
once, as the troojis were in a suttering condition for want of them. 

This post has a sufficient supply of liay se(*ured for winter use. Fuel 
for the wants of this post can be procured five miles from the post, and 
is cut by the troojis detailed for that jiuipovse. There are three six-mule 
teams at this post, which are used for hauling wood, stores, and for post 
duty. Fresh beef is sui>plied by contractors, and is of fair quality. 

Post of Mullahla’s I found in a destitute condition in regard to sup¬ 
plies of fuel and hay. Fuel can be procured twelve miles fi'om the post 
on Plum Creek, no stream to cross. Lieut, hi. A, Hance, First Nebraska 
Cavalry, and acting assistant quartermaster, informed me that if he 
could get a supply of axes he could get a detail of men to cut the wood, 
and as there is no team at this post, proposed to x>ress a Lniin to 
haul it in when he should have a sufficient amount x)ut up. The axes 
have been forwarded to him. There is on hand at this post about 
twenty-two tons of hay, but will requhe seventy five tons more. I 
hired a Mr. Smith with his mowing machine to i)ut up the amount 
re(iu 2 red, but after having ]been at W(P‘k a short time, the ground being 
frozen so hard, the machine broke and rendered it almost useless, and 
Mr. Smith was compelled to abandon the idea of cutting any more hay 
this season. There is no hay near this post that can be purchased. I 
would respectfully call the attention of the commanding officer to this 
fact for his guidance in stationing mounted froops at this post. Sup¬ 
plies for this post are procured from Fort Kearny, and estimates of 
stores have been made. 
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Post at Dan Sniitli’s {Station: The quarters lor the troops at this post 
are completed and are in a comfortable condition. Stores are procured 
fi’om Fort Cottonwood; estimates for six months’ supplies have been 
made and forwarded. There are twenty-ei^ht tons of hay put up at this 
post, and it will be sufficient for the command now stationed there, pro¬ 
vided it is issued in accordance with orders from sub-district head¬ 
quarters. A sufficient amount of fuel is secured at this post for win 
ter*s use, and more can be procurc^d six miles Ironi the station. NTo 
team at this post. Ilauling' has been done by teams pressed for the 
purpose. 

Post at (xillman’s Station: Stores arc procured from Fort Cotton¬ 
wood ; estimates have been nia<le for six months’ supplies and forwarded. 
Quarters for the troops have been erected and are completed and in 
comfortable condition. Stabling tor the horses are recemiig repairs 
and will soon be coin])leted. A lull sui)ply of hay is secured for this 
post for the present command dimng the winter. Fuel can be pro- 
cmTd by the troops for the use of this i)ost, liaving two six-mule teams 
for hauling puiposes and (*an be obtained seven miles from the station. 
Fresh beef is supplied by contra(*t under the direction of the commis¬ 
sary of subsistence at Fort Cottonwood, and is of good quality. 

Fort Cottonwood: This post is the depot of suiiplies for the following- 
named posts: Dan Smith’s Station, Gillman’s Station, Fort Morrow, 
O’Fallon’s Bluffis, Alkali Station, Beauvais Station, and Julesbiug, and 
has ample store room for supplies for twelve months. The quartermas¬ 
ter buildings are excellent and in good condition. At present they are 
greatly in need of quartermaster stores and clothing. Captain King, 
commissary of subsistence and acting assistant quartermaster, having 
made his estimates and forwarded them some time ago, has been 
informed that they are being filled and stores ai^e now on the way. The 
supply of grain at this post is vsufficient for this and the posts mentioned 
for two months and contract made for a further sui^ply, not completed. 
The supply of hay already seemred is sufficient for winter’s use and is of 
good quality, Captain King having complied with instruction from dis- 
rtict quartermaster’s office instructing liim to xmrehase all the hay in the 
vicinity of Fort Cottonwood. Arrangements are made to keep up the 
supply of fuel for the winter, having it cut by the troops and liauled by 
public and private transiiortation (of the latter four teams are hired). 
Sufficient fuel can be collected from three to seven miles ffiomthis post. 
There are five Government teams at this post for hauling wood and other 
post purposes. The stabling is only sufficient for the cavalry horses 
now stationed here, leaving the quartermaster’s animals exx)osed to the 
, weather. A sufficient niiinbor of logs, however, have been purchased 
to build a quartermaster stable—is in (*ourse of erection and will soon 
be completed. Fresh beef is furnished this post by contract, is sup¬ 
plied when requii'cd, and is of good quality. Twenty-six wagon loads 
of subsistence stores are on the way ti*om and lett Omaha on the 15tli 
ultimo. Fort Cottonwood is destitute of blacksmith’s, wagon-maker’s, 
and saddler’s shops, not having been furnished with the necessary 
tools. Estimates have been made for them and as soon as received 
sUopkS will be commenced, which are indispensable to this and depend¬ 
ent posts. 

Fort Morrow: Troops at this station receive their supxffies Irom Fort 
Cottonwood, the same as troops stationed at that place. Fuel can be 
procured at a short distance. 

Fort O’Fallon’s Bluffs is supplied ffoin Fort Cottonwood. Quarters 
for troops and stabling are well arranged and in good condition. Full 
supply of hay secured; 300 tons put up by contract awai'ded by dis- 
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triet qiiaiTermaster. Supply oriiiel arran^iiecl is cut by troops detailed 
and liaiiled by traiisportatiou hired; distance, thirty miles. One six- 
mule team for post service, &c., at this post. Tools for blacksmith and 
saddler slio]) complete and in good working order. Fresh beef sup- 
jdied by contractor, Mr. John Morrow. 

Post at Alkali receives supplies from Fort Cottonwood. Quarters 
for troops completed and in comfortable condition. Ofiioer^^^ quarters 
and quartermaster building will soon be com])leted. Onethbti$a^d feet 
of lumber are required at this post to comidete stables, quarters, &c., 
none being on hand at Fort Kearny. 1 gave the necessary order for 
it to be purcliased and forwarded. Supply of hay for winters use 
secured, having been purchased by contract. This post is destitute of 
fuel, hamng to haul it sixty miles. The commanding olhcer informed 
me that fuel could not be procured at present less than a cord. I 
directed his quartermaster to procime a quantity at as low figures as 
possible and to watch for trains retui-ning from the west empty, andhy 
that means procure a supply for winter at reasonable rates. Four 
Government teams on hand for liauling supplies, &:c.; fresh beef sup¬ 
plied by Mr. Fales durhig the month of NTovember. William Morrow 
having been awarded the contract to fiumish all posts west of Fort 
Cottonwood, he will in future furnish fresh beef to this post. 

Beauvais Station supplied from Fort Cottonwood. Sufficient supi)]y 
of haj; put up by Mr. Beauvais and gave necessary instructions for its 
purchase at $45 per ton. Fuel cannot he procured nearer than sixty 
miles. Mr. Beauvais having some five cords on hand, I gave instruc¬ 
tions for it to be piu*ehased at $45 per cord. Troops are stationed at 
the ranch of Mr. Beauvais and no Government buildings have been put 
up. 

Julesbiu'g; This post receives sup])lies from Fort Cottonwood, but an 
estimate was made direct on department ([uartermaster, which is now 
being filled and stores are on the way. The men’s quarters at this post 
are not completed, one of the buildings not being covered; the poles 
have to be hauled a distance of seventy-fire and eighty miles. Captain 
O’Brien, Seventh Iowa Cavalry, is using every exertion to complete his 
quarters and stables and make them comfortable as soon as possible. 
Com is supplied by contract and is x)romi)tly forwarded. A sufficient 
supply of hay is secured. Fuel cut by enlisted men and hauled by hired 
teams. Commanding officer can keep up a sux)ply in this way. One 
post team on hand at th(^ Fresh beef supplied by contractor, Mr, 

Morrow. 

Post at Pawnee Bauch is sux>plied fr‘om Port Kearny; quarters and 
stables are comfortable and in good condition. Supply of hay secured. 
A sufficient supply of fuel is secured for this post, the commanding officer 
having promised the men that they should be paid for cutting the wood. 
They are anxious to know the x)i*R*b they will be allowed per cord, as 
their time of service expires on the 13th instant. Fuel is x^rocured three 
miles from the statioii. Government transportation at this post. 
Three private teams hired and paid by Oapt. S. H. Moer, assistant 
quartermaster, Omaha, Nebr. Ter. Fresh beef furnished by Contractor 
Beckwith and is of fair quality. 

Little Blue Station receives supxfiies fr’om Fort Kearny. Twenty-five 
tons of hay at this vStation and fifty-eight horses to be supplied. The 
amount is nut sufficient to feed through the winter and I would suggest 
that when the troops at Pawnee Bauch leave, a x^ortion of the troops at 
Little Blue Station be ordered to that station. Supply of fuel can be 
procured within one mile of the post. Two i)rivate teams hired for xiost 
purposes. Quarters and stables completed and in good condition. 



848 


LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


[Chap.LHI 


Junction Station receives supplies from Fort Kearny. Quarters and 
stables in good condition. Present supply of liay secured and should 
any more be required, can be purchased in the vicinity. Ko Govern¬ 
ment teams at the post; private transportation hired. 

Post at Columbus receives supplies direct fi:oin Omaha; has a full 
supply of quartermaster and commissary stores. Hay and fuel secaired. 
Quarters and stables erected and almost completed. Two government 
teams at the station. 

Fort Kearny is the depot of supplies of the following posts: Mul- 
lahla’s Station, Plum Creek, Pawnee Eanch, Little Blue Station, and 
Junction Station. The supply of stores at Fort Kearny is small, being 
entirely out of articles most needed. Estimates for stores have been 
made and forwarded for six months’ supplies, but stores not yet received. 
A supi)ly of hay has been obtained to last through the winter, and will 
allow of an issue of ten pounds to the ration. The contractors failed 
to till the contract for the regular winter supply, and the above v as 
procured by impressment and ]}rivate i)urchase, A supply of fuel for 
two months for this post seemed and arranged, but requires hauling. 
Private transportation will have to be hired for the purpose. A wood 
party of eulivsted men are at present out cutting wood, distance trom 
the fort sixteen miles. The post quartermaster haKS instructions to 
purchase wood, but as yet has not been able to obtain any. Laborers 
ai‘e scarce, and it is a difficult matter to get responsible persons to take 
contracts at this season unless at exorbitant rates. There are four 
six-mule teams at this post, used for hauling wood and other x)ost pur¬ 
poses. Any transportation required outside the garrison, forwarding 
stores, &c., has to be hired from private sources. There is quite a 
number of old wagons at this post that can be repaired. The post 
quartermaster has been directed to procure material, &c., and make 
the necessary repairs as soon as possible. Hay and fuel for the supply 
of Foil; Kearny is contracted for by Capt. S. H. Moer, assistant quar¬ 
termaster, District of Nebraska, at Omaha, Kebr. Ter. Contract for 250 
tons of hay (and afterward increased 250 tons) was made with James 
S. Wheatley. Only 200 tons on this contract was delivered, and that 
was consumed as fast as received, leaving the post at Fort Kearny in 
the month of October without a ration of hay on hand. The conse¬ 
quence is that hay has to be taken from people who have put it up for 
the purpose of furnishing freighters during the winter and spring, and 
more than double the amount i)aid i)er ton for the hay that it could 
have been procured for in the summer, besides being of great incon¬ 
venience to the parties who are compelled to fimnish it. Contracts for 
200 cords of wood, and afterward increased 500 cords, made with James 
S. Wheatley by Cai)t. S. H. Moer, assistant quartermaster. Only fifty 
cords on this contract have been delivered, leaving the garrison desti¬ 
tute of fuel, consequently it has to be procured at high rates, besides 
keeping a permanent party of enlisted men cutting wood. In regard 
to the non-fulfillment of contracts, 1 would respectfhlly call attention to 
the opinion given by the Solicitor of the War I)ex>artment, and promul¬ 
gated in General Orders, Ko. 20, Quartermaster-General’s OflS.ee, May 12, 
1864. Non-performance of contracts has left this i)ost in a most critical 
condition. 

On examining the unserviceable and condemned animals at this post I 
found that eighty cavalry horses and seven mules had been submitted 
to the district inspector as unserviceable, and by him condemned and 
recommended to be sold; report forwarded to dei^artmcut commander 
for approval but not yet returned. The above horses, eighty in num» 
ber, Avith the exception of some four or five, have all been recently re* 
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ceived from the district quartermaster at Oinalia, Kebr. Ter., and sent 
from tliat i)lace as serviceable cavalry liGrs(S, being* recently purchased 
and never used in the service. On the arrival of a large lot of the 
above, company commanders having been notified that the animals were 
ready for issue as per their requisitions, refused to take them on the 
gTOund that they were not fit tor cavalry horses and were unservice¬ 
able. A board of survey was immediately convened and the above 
number thrown out and pronounced as uuservic^eable. These horses 
have never seen any service, only traveling from Omaha to Tort Kearny, 
a distance of 215 miles, making slow mar(*hes. The animals were so 
poor that a number actually died on the road. Animals of such a class 
should not be piu*chased, as it is a great detriment to the interests of 
the Government and the public service in consuming forage, which is 
scarce and costly, and when wanted for the purpose they were pur¬ 
chased for are found totally unfit for use. Commanding officers at Fort 
Kearny and other posts in this sub-district are continually complaining 
of not receiving promptly quartermaster and commissary stores on esti¬ 
mates that have been forwarded in due season. 

The posts at Forts Kearny and Cottonwood during the ])ast three 
months have been very badly supplied, causing the troops to suffer more 
or less for the want of necessary clothing. In some cases for the want of 
boots men have been compelled to purchase moccasins, and other articles 
of clothing that have been worn out (on account of the large portion of 
fatigue duty to be performed in erecting and establishing new stations 
on the route) cannot be replaced for want of stores. The supply of com¬ 
missary stores could not be kept up, and the troops in some instances 
could not procure the full rations, and this, when some of the men were 
workinghard building quarters, procuringfiiel, &c., and exposed to severe 
weather. On ac(»ount of stores not having been forwarded promptly on 
estimates, and the store-houses being empty, quartermasters have been 
compelled to take stores from trains destined to posts west of here. 

At Forts Kearny and Cottonwood, the store-rooms are good and suf¬ 
ficient for at least nine months’ supplies for the respective and depend¬ 
ent posts, and I would resx')ectfully a^sk, why stores estimated for have 
not been forwarded. Fresh beef is furnished Fort Kearny by Mr. 
Boyd, contractor; is of good quality and delivered when required. 
Estimate of commissary and quartermaster stores, and of clothing, 
camp and garrison equipage tor six months please find inclosed,* 
which please approve and forward to the proper officers. Estimates 
for six months’ supplies have been made out and transmitted previ¬ 
ously, and the amount forwarded on the estimate should be deducted 
from the accompanying. In my estimate of the 9th of October I asked 
for thirty-six mule teams. I would again respectfully urge that they 
be forwarded as soon as practicable, as they would be of vital import¬ 
ance and the gi’eatest relief to the various posts of this sub-distiict in 
forwarding suiqfiies, procuring fuel, &c. 

Trusting that the stores asked for on the accomi)anying estimates 
will be forwarded promptly, 

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient vservant, 

OHAELEB THOMPSON, 

Lieutj First Nehr. Cav, Tei, Vols,^ and A, A, Q, Jf., A. C, JS. 

Lieut. F. A. McDonald, 

First Nehr, Gav, Vet. Vols.j Actg. Asst Adjt Gen.^ 

Eastern Suh-Dist of Nehr. Ter.^ Fort Kearny, 

Omitted, as uaimportant. 

54 R R—YOL XLI, PT I 
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SEPTEMBER 30, 1864,—Skirmisli at Waynesville, Mo. 

Keports of Lieut. Thomas B, Wright.^ Company B^ Fifth Missouri titate 

Militia Cavalry. 

Waynesville, September 30^ 1864. 

Sir: I attacked twenty guerrillas to-day in Waynesville; killed 1, 
vSaid by citizens to be Bill Anderson, and wounded 2 others, who made 
theii‘ escai>e; killed 2 horses and captured a third. Also (‘aptured a 
revolver and some clothing dropped by the rebels in them* flight. Our 
loss, 2 horses wounded. They burned stabling of one company and set 
lire to the magazine in the fort, but it did not burn. Ko other damage 
done to property. They robbed the county clerk of $100 and secured 
a small amount of clothing from the citizens. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. B, WEIGHT, 

First Lieut. Co. B, Fifth Begt. Cav.^ Missoiiri State Militia. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Eppstein, 

Bolla^ Mo. 


October 1,1864. 

Sir: Since waiting I have learned that this band were under com¬ 
mand of a man named Burkhart, formerly of Texas County, Mo., who 
represented that he belonged to Shelby’s command, but several of his 
men were recognized here and are known to be bushwhackers. 1 do 
not think they have any connection with the army invading the State. 
I learned to-day that they had collected and gone in southern direction. 

T. B, WRIGHT. 

Lieutenaut-Oolonel Eppstein, 

Bolluj Mo. 


SEPTEMBER —, 1864.—Capture of the Steamer Ike Davis. 

Report of Maj. Cen. John G. Walker, C. S. Army. 

Hdqrs, Hist, op Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 

Anderson, October 1, 1864. 

General : 1 have the honor to inform you that Capt. W. F. Brown, 
of the Marine Department, and Lieut. Marcus J. Beebee, of the 0. S. 
Navy, and eight others (volunteers for the enterprise), a few days ago 
captured the U. S. steamer Ike Davis, a packet between mouth of Rio 
Grande and New Orleans, and ran lier into Matagorda Bay, where she 
now lies. These gentlemen entered themselves as passengers for New 
Orleans, and when twelve miles from Brazos rose upon the crew, drove 
them below, and took possession of the vessel—a steamer of 400 tons 
and said to be very fast. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. WALKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaus, 

Chief of Staff. 
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OCTOBER 1-4, 1864.—Scout from Helena to Alligator Bayou, Ark. 

Beport of Lieut, Alexander F, Rice, Hixtieth U, Colored Troopn. 

PIeadqpaeters Battery D, 

Helena^ Ark,, October 5,186L 

Sir: 1 liave the honor of aubinitthi^- the following rej)ort of a scout, 
beginning on the 1st clay of and ending on the 4th day of October, 1804^ 
which resulted as follows: 

I took Hardin and Gentry with a skiff and i)roceeded up the river 
(on the mail-boat Diligence) as far as Doctor Peters’, at the foot of 
Council Beiid. Got in the skiff* at 11 p. m. the same night and landed 
on tlie Arkansas shore. Procec^ded to Doctor Peters’ house, captmed 
a man there by the name of W. D. Freeman. At daylight, the 2d, 
crossed oven* to tlie Mississippi shore and (*aptur(‘d William (J. Tanna- 
hill (with a revolver). Said Tannahill Avas regularly detailed to feny 
Confederate soldiers by order of General Price. Came back to the 
Arkansas shore and proceeded to Alligator Bayou, on the Saint Francis 
Eiver, and ])roceeded up the river five miles, and came back to Alli¬ 
gator ; staid all night. At daylight, the 3d of October, we startled back 
to Doctor Peters’; arrived there at 12 m. I took a bond of $1,000 for 
the a])pearance of W. D. Freeman at Helena within ten days, with 
Doctor Peters as security. At 1 o’clock started down the river for 
Helena; came twenty miles, staid all night; started at 0 a. m. the 4th; 
came down ten miles to Berry’s, in Walnut Bend, and caiffured B. A. 
Berry and H. A. Waddell. Berry had been a prisoner, but esc^iped 
by jumi)ing off a boat. Waddell is a ])rivate of the First Tennessee 
Infantry. Arrived at Helena at 5 p. m. the 4th October, 1864. 

A. F. EICE, 

Lieutenant, Commanding i^cout, 

Capt. T. C. MeatyARD, Asfiiutant Adjiitant-Generai 


OCTOBER 1-31, 1864—Operations in Arkansas. 

SUMMARY oic 3?RiisrciRA.L Kvmisr'rs.* 

Ocl. 3, 1861.—Skiritiisli near Mount Elba, Ark. 

Ull, 1864.—RecoiinaLsbauro from Little Rock toward Monticello aud to 
Mount Elba, Ark. 

13-lS, 1864,—Exi>edition from Pine Bluff to Arkaiibab Post, Ark. 

19-23, 1861,—RecounaiSbaneo from Little Rock to Princeton, Ark., \vith 
.skirmish (23d) at Hurricane Creek. 

24-27, 1864.—Scout from Pino Bluff*toward Mount Elba, Aik. 

25, 1864.—Skirmish near the Half-way House, hetweou Little Rock and 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 

26-28, 1864.—Exi)oditioii from Little Rock to Irving’s ]>laiitatiou, Ark. 
26-Nov. 2, 1864.—Exxieditioii from Browuhville to Cotton Plant, Ark. 

REIUORXS. 

No. 1,—Maj. (ion. Frederick Steele, U. S. Army, commanding department of Arkan¬ 
sas. 

No. 2.—Itinerary of the First Brigade,.Cavalry Division, Seventh Army (’orps. Col. 

Albert Erskine, Tliirtoeuth IllinoisCavahy, commanding. 

No. 3.—Col. John F. Ritter, First Missouri Cavalry, commanding Second Brigade. 

Sec also attack on steamer Resolute, October 11, p. 884; expedition from Devall’s 
Bluff, October 16-17, p, 889; aud attack on Union transport, near Saint Charles, Octo¬ 
ber 22, p. 890. 
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No. 4-.—Maj. Frederick Dcblondorti', Tiiirteeiith Illinois Otn ali^ . 

No. 5.—Oai)t. Adol]>li Be( band, Tbirteeiitli Illinois Ca\ airy. 

No. 6.—Capt. Gurusoy W. Davis, Tbirteentb Illinois Cavali.\. 

No. 7.—Capt. Joseph G. Tilford, Third U. S. Cavalry . 

No. S.—Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Ca\alr;s, cominanding Third 
Brigade. 

No. 0.—Maj. Geoige T. Siielling, Tenth Illinois L\i\ airy. 

No. 10.—Lieut. George J. Canipl)ell, Third U. S. Cavali} . 

No. 11.—Brig. Gen. Powell Clayton, U. S. Army, commanding ])ost of Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Xo. 1. 

Keports of Maj, Gen, Fredericlc /Steele^ N. Anny^ commanding iJepari- 

ment of Arltansas. 

JiEAlXiUARTEBS UEPAETMENT OF ARKANSAS, 

lAtile Bocl', uirJx\j October ISbi. 
General: Major-General Reynolds arrived here to-day and will 
leave here tliis evening for the mouth of White River, lie promises to 
dispatch you all the news obtained hero in regard to the movements of 
the enemy, &e. I sent 500 cavalry to drive iii the enemy’s pickets on 
the Saline and penetrate their line, which I alluded to in my last dis¬ 
patch. This command went to Prim^eton, drove out a small force of 
the enemy, and found no rebel iiroporty there, except some Eu held 
rides, which they destroyed. There was a considerable (*avalry force 
encamped near Princeton, which by a dank movement got in front ot 
our troops on their return, and attacked them about twenty-one miles 
from here. Our troops charged them, driving them off the field, kill¬ 
ing 27, and capturing 1 lieutenant and IG men. Our loss, 1 killed and 
8 wounded. Dockery’s brigade is iiicketing along tbo Saline. There 
is one brigade, about 1,000, at Moiiticello. Accounts are condicting in 
regard to the force at Camden. Magruder is i)rohably there with a 
small infantry force and considerable artillery. His infantry is en¬ 
camped on Prairie D’Ane. Your estimate of his force agrees with mine. 
He thinks I am about to move against him with 30,000. Rebel citizens 
are moving south in anticiiiatiou of our advance. The (^avalry that I 
sent to Port Smith retni*ned, with dates from Thayer 10th instant. 
He is constantly threatened by a force estimated at 8,000 under Gen¬ 
eral Gano. He had about forty days’ rations, had received none by 
way of Port Scott, and depends upon this depot for his next supplies. 
It is my opinion that Price will return south by way of the Indian coun¬ 
try, and will attack Port Smith. lintendtoget in hand alltheibrcepos- 
sible to move against Price on his return. I have si)ies in his camp 
^ who will notiiy me. General Herron has assumed to give me orders to 
dismount three cavalry regiments, and to reduce my cavalry pickets. 
In my opinion this does not come within the scope of his instructions, 
and I shall not comply with his directions without orders from you on 
the subject. He has also directed me to issue orders correcting abuses, 
which do not exist that I can learn. The data upon which he grounds 
his opinion seem to have been derived from hearsay evidence of my ene¬ 
mies. He has made no inspections, and has confined himself to his 
quarters nearly all the time since his arrival here. 

Very res])ectfully, general, yoiu* obedient servant^ 

Major-General, 

Maj. Gen. E‘. R. S. Oanby, 

Oommanding Military Division of West Mississippi, 
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Little iioOK, (Moher 18(>L 

General: A train of thirty-five wa^^ons from Price’s army crossed 
at Dardanelle on the 20th, On the 23d about fifty men from the Third 
Arkansas Cavalry, and some loyal men, atta(*ked the rebel escort, 
killed 15, ■\voiinded others, and drove the rest into the mountains, cap- 
tiiiiug 35 wagons, 200 horses, and $11,000 in inoney. Seven hundred 
ot* our troops from Port Smith came up Just as the affair was over. 
We are watching Price’s movements eloseli\ I have both infantry and 
cavalry en route for Port Smith now. General Thayer has orders to 
draw in his outposts and all public property to Port Smith before Price 
can reach them, in case he should come that way. 1 think he is so 
liard pushed by Posecrans, that he will go west oV Port Smith. Our 
cavalry from Pine Bluff' had a sharp skirmish with Logan on the Little 
Eock road day before yesterday with success. Ko ofticdal reports 
received. I will scmd you a summary of operations for the month. 
Several escaped prisoners from Tyler, Tex., have just come in. They 
were assisted off by deserters who have not yet got in. It is reported 
that rebel cavalry is moving trom Eed Eiver country toward Camden. 
A cavalry scouting party just returned from north side of White Eiver. 
They had a skirmish, killed 3, caijtured 15 imisoners and 73 head of 
horses and mules. 


Maj. Gen. E. E. S. Oanby. 


F. STEELE, 
3Iajor-GeneraL 


1 ^ 0 . 2 . 

Itinerary of the FivRt Brigadt^ Cavalry Division^ Seventh Army Cor;ps, 
CoL Albert Brnlcine^ Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry^ commanding.^ 

October 7 .—A reconnaissance in force toward Monticello and Mount 
Elba was ordered. The expedition was under Colonel Eitter, of the 
Second Brigade, and comprised about 700 men of that brigade and 300 
of the First Brigade, under Colonel Erskine. The column marched to 
within fifteen miles of Monticello, and hearing that there was no enemy 
there, it was ordered toward Mount Elba, where the rear guard of the 
enemy was encountered and driven across the Saline Eiver. The expe¬ 
dition returned October 10. 

October 13 .—Colonel Erskine, with 250 men of the First Brigade, 
marched towai'd Arkansas Post, which place was reached on the 15th. 

October 18 .—The expedition returned to Pine Bluff', having encoun¬ 
tered but one small band of the enemy, from which were captured 1 pris¬ 
oner and 0 horses. The expedition brought into Pine Bluff' 400 head of 
cattle, 30 horses, and 125 sheep. 

October 24 .—Captain Bechand, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, with thirty 
men, was ordered on scout toward Mount Elba 5 went nine miles beyond 
thatplacej ascertained that the enemy was picketing the line of the 
Saline Eiver. Eeturning he encounted thirty of the enemy twelve 
miles from Pine Bluff'; charged and drove them into the woods, captur¬ 
ing 10 stand of arms and 6 mules. 

October ^5.—-Captain Davis, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, with fifty 
men, was ordered out to repair telegraph on the Little Eock road; dis¬ 
covered an ambush of fifty of the enemy near Eock Springs; charged 
and drove them, having 2 men badly wounded. The brigade furnishes 
daily 205 men and 0 officers for picket, and every other day fifty men 
for foraging. 


” Prom monthly return. 
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No. 3. 

lieport of Col. John F. Ritter^ First Mlsbovri Cavalry^ commanding 

Second Brigade, 

Hdqps. 2d Brid., Cay. Diy., Seventh Army Corps, 

Little Bock, ArJc,, October 13, 1861. 

Sir: I have the honor to i‘e])oit that, pumiant to Special Orders, 
No. 8, dated headquarters Cavalry Division, Seventh Army Corps, Lit¬ 
tle Eock, xVrk., October 3, 18(>4, and letter ti'oni district headquaiters 
of the same date, I proceeded to Pine Blult* with available portion of 
this brigade (777 aggregate), arriving there on the 6th instant, Ee- 
ceived a re-enforcement of 250 men at Pine Bluff and marched on the 
7th in the direction of Monticello, with orders to ascertain the where¬ 
abouts, strength, &c., of the enemy. Encamped within tifteen miles of 
Monticello that night, my x)atrols going* within eight or nine miles 
of the town without encountering anything. My scouts brought me 
information that the enemy had xiositively evacuated Monticello, and 
that two brigades of ca\ airy had left that vicinity a few days before 
and marched to Mount Pliba. Marched to Mount Elba on the Sth 
instant and found a xh(*ket of about fifty men there, which was quickly 
driven across the Saline Eiver. This is the only force of the enemy 
seen on the whole inar(*h. The inhabitants of the country rex^orted 
that the enemy had all withdrawn to (^amden, some said, for the want 
of subsistence. I found it very difficult to forage luy animals, and from 
information I received, it would liave been almost impossible to do so» 
in fhe vicinity of Monticello. The rex>orted strength of the enemy is 
from 14,000 to 15,000, about 3,000 of this force being cavalry. *Ee- 
turned to Pine Bluff* on the 9th and there received orders to ])roceed 
to Little Eock. Arrived at Little Eock on the 11th instant. Total dis 
tance marched, about 200 miles. A good sux)ply of forage on the northi 
side of the Arkansas, about midway between Little Eock and Pine' 
Bluff, in some cases a good distance from the river, but it could be 
easily obtained before the rainy season sets in. Also, it was reportedi 
to me that 900 bushels could be obtained at Doctor Watkins’, on the 
south side (middle road), about sixteen miles from Little Eock. The 
following is the list of casualties, viz: Missing and vsupposed to have 
deserted—James McNamara, Thii*d IT. S. Cavalry; James Maxwell, 
Third U. S. Cavalry; John Cosbell, John F. Crosby, First Cavahy 
Missouri Volunteers. One man, name unknown, wounded, First Cav¬ 
alry Missouri Volunteers. Number of horses abandoned, 7; number 
of horses taken up, 3. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

, JOHN F. ETTTEE, 

Colonel First Missouri Cavalry, Commanding Brigade, 

Lieut. W. A. Martin, 

Actg, Asst. Adjt, Con., Car. JDirlsion, Seventh Army Corps, 

ADJOF^NJOA. 

Itinerary of the Second Brigade, Cavalry Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

Col.'John F. Bitter, First Missouri Cavalry, commanding.^ 

During the month of October this brigade has been constantly en¬ 
gaged in s(‘outing, escort, picket, and ou^ost duty. 

October J ,—The available portion of the brigade (about 800 men) 
was ordered upon an imx>ortant reconnaissance, under command of CoL 

From monthly return. 
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J. F. Hitter. Mareliiiig via Pine Bluff, Ark., the eoininaiid vras ang- 
mented to about 1,000 men by forces from that place, and proceeded to 
the vicinity of Monticello, whence, learning that the enemy had aban¬ 
doned that place, it proceeded to Mount Elba, on the Saline Eiver, the 
limit of the reconnaissance, where a large force of the enemy had crossed 
over, going south, two days before. The command returned by the way 
of Pine Bluff to Little Eock, where it arrived on October 11, having 
traveled about 200 miles. Ko (*asualties resulting ffom engagements 
with the enemy occurred during the expedition. 

October 19, —Maj. G. S. Avery, Third Missouri Cavalry, in charge of 
about 360 men ffom this brigade and about 100 men from the Fourth 
Brigade, Cavalry Division, made a reconnaissance to Princeton, Ark. 
On the return, and when within twenty miles of Little Eock, the com¬ 
mand was attacked by 500 of the enemy in ambush. After a sharp 
engagement the enemy were routed, leaving 27 dead on the field and 
carrying off a number wounded. Our casualties were as follows: Sec¬ 
ond Brigade, — killed, 1 wounded mortally, and 9 slightly and severely, 
including 1 commissioned officer; Fourth Brigade, 1 killed, 1 wounded. 
The scout returned on the fifth day. 

October —Captain Tilford, Third U. S. Cavalry, with about 375 
men of this brigade, was ordered on a scout; ti^aveled about sixty 
miles and returned on the second day. During the month this brigade 
has furnished a number of escorts for trains and military telegraph, 
and numerous other details for special service, &c. 


No. 4. 

JReport of Maj, Fredoric'k BeliJendorff, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, 

Pine Bluff, Ark., October 9, ifiGl, 

Colonel : In obedience to orders received from you to keep a journal 
during the scouting expedition which left Pine Bluff' on the morning of 
the 7th day of October, under command of Col. J. F. Eitter, I hereby 
have the.honor to submit to you the following report: 

The troops selected for the purpose consisted of detachments from 
the First and Second Brigades of the Cavahy Dhision and were parts 
of the following regiments: Thirteenth Illinois .Cavahy, First Indiana 
Cavalry, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, Seventh Missouri Cavalry, Fhst and 
Third Missouri Cavahy, Third Eegular Cavalry, Third and Fourth 
Arkansas Cavalry Yolunteers, U. S. Army. The command moved out 
of Pine Bluff on the morning of the 7th of October, toward sunrise, on 
the so-called lower Monticello road, Colonel Eitter’s brigade in advance. 
This road is emphatically a bottom road for twelve miles, and winds 
through heavy timber throughout, except -where corn-fields and here 
and there an old cotton-field relieve the monotony of the woods. For 
the first three miles trom the town of Pine Bluff* a shallow bayou skirts 
the road on the left. For the next nine miles the bayou runs on the 
right side of the road affording water at all seasons. Six miles from 
town Mr. Clay has some corn in the field on the left side of the road, a 
good deal of it gathered. Seven and three-quarters miles from town 
Mr. Currie has a big corn-field. He gathered most of his corn already; 
estimates it at from 800 to 1,000 bushels. Half of it belongs to the 
negroes who work on the place. Ten miles from town Mr. McCahey 
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lias some corn in field on tlie left; could not estimate it; not mucli. 
Ten and a half miles from town Mrs. Atkins lias some corn. Twelve 
miles Irom town Widow Busby’s place is on the left of the road; 
pretends to have planted but ten acres of corn. The bayou crosses 
here the road to the left. Broken bridge across bayou there; ford in 
summer and fall easy. There is a good camping-ground at and near 
Mrs. Busby’s place. Two miles and a half down the bayou and about 
one mile to the left of the lower Monticello road J, B. Eodgers has a 
farm and some corn; not much; could give no estimate. Beyond the 
bayou and bridge the ground rises and the road leaves the bottom 
grounds. Here begins a tract of rolling country, with open oak woods 
oil both sides of the road. Soil sandy. Settlements few and far between. 
Fourteen miles from town low, swampy iilace, difficult of crossing during 
rainy weather. Eight below a creek crosses the road with sufficient 
water during dry season. Fifteen miles from town good grazing ground 
is found for more than a mile on both sides of the road. Seventeen 
miles from town a swampy creek bottom breaks the road with thick 
underbrush on both sides of the road; very favorable spot for an 
ambush. Open oak woods with good grazing ground are found beyond 
this. Nineteen miles from town, old held and orchard, with tolerable 
good spring on the right-hand side of road and good grazing ground. 
One-half of a mile beyond a swampy depression of the ground occurs; 
creek crosses the road, with heavy brush and timbers on both sides. 
Open oak woods and good grazing beyond. Twenty-one miles from 
town poor wood farm on left of road. A big old field on the right; 
good place to camp. Opposite the field road leads oft to the left and 
south. Twenty-two miles from town farm of Mrs. Wilson, with some 
corn in field on the right. Adjoining this is Mr. Lesel’s farm, fifteen 
acres of corn, situate on northern edge of Drew County, boundary line 
of Jeffierson County above farm. Twenty-three miles and a half from 
town large corn-field on left, farm-house of Mr. Eeynolds on right. 
Eoad leading off to the left on south side of corn-field. * Open woods 
beyond. Twenty-five miles and a half ft'orn town small wood farm; 
twenty acres of corn on left. One mile below, road leading off* to the 
right on top of hill; old field below. Calvin Jones, twenty-seven miles 
ftom town; corn-field on top of hill on right-hand side of road; twenty- 
one miles and a half to Monticello from this place. Approaching 
Branchville, a poor deserted place, a good road traverses the Monti¬ 
cello road diagonally; one family only residing there; also one good 
giist-mill at Branchville worked by horse power. Eight below Braiich- 
ville, road to Corners\dlle leads to the right; distance to Cornersville 
five miles. Three miles beyond Branchvifie and about thirty-one miles 
below Pine Bluff the county road crosses the Monticello road at right 
angles; Cornersville four miles to the right; heavy timbers, with 
plenty of brush all over. Thirty-two miles below Pine Bluff Mr. Old¬ 
ham’s farm; road to Warren branches off from the Monticello road to 
the right and south. Very little corn left at this place. Wells shallow 
and easily dried up. Water for stock to right and left of the farm-house 
in hollows and ravines in the woods, scarce at that, t^^ixteen miles dis¬ 
tance to Monticello. 

The (command went into camp at Mr. Oldham’s place, where we learned 
that the rebel troops had all left Monticello, bound for Camden and 
finally the Eed Eiver country. 

Saturday, October 8, 1864, reveille at 3 a. m.; general at 4 a. m.; 
boots and saddles 4.30 a. m.; to horse 5.30 a. m.; forward C a. m., Col¬ 
onel Erskiiie’s brigade leading. The command moved forward toward 
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Mount Elba on the county road, passed Coriiersville at 8 a. in. Lane’s 
brigade of rebel cavalry reported to Lave pavssed over this road on 
Tuesday, October 4. Eoad cut by wagons and traveled much. One- 
half mile west of Oornersville ten acres of corn in field on the right of 
the road. Three miles west of Oornersville a bayou crosses the road. 
Bridge across bayou partly devStroyed; may be re])aired, if necessary, 
in less than two hours. Very ])ad bottom b(‘yoiid the bayou, road 
almost impassable; thick brush and heavy timber on both sides; fre¬ 
quent signs of recent encampments; road reported as the base line of 
rebel chain. Guard of pickets from Mount Elba to Branchville. One- 
half mile west of bayou the ground rises again. One mile below bayou, 
road comes in Irom the right just before you come to Eobert Harper’s 
farm. No corn there but fine vsituation for a (‘amp on left of road in 
old field (high ground). At Eobert Harper’s place the Warren and 
Pine Bluft road crosvses the Oornersville and IMount Elba road. Dis¬ 
tance from Eobert Harper’s to Warren, fifteen miles. One mile west 
of Eobert Harper’s place a small creek crosses the road. About one mile 
beyond comes Jim Harper’s place, nine miles to Mount Elba. Forty 
acres of corn at Jim Harper’s. At this place a rebel outpost of eight 
or ten men is discovered by some of Lieutenant Grove’s men. The 
advance gives (*hase, but the road gets worse again; perfect swampy 
bottom; (luick pursuit impossible. One-half mile west of Jim Harper’s 
John M. Hamilton’s farm, with fifteen acres of corn and good water 
near, affords a fine camping-ground. Extensive pasture on the left of 
the road right behind Hamilton’s farm-house. Eoad coming in ff’om 
the right just below Hamilton’s. Widow McKinley, seven miles to 
Mount Elba. Three hundred of Harrison’s brigade of rebel cavalry 
reported to have passed this place on Thursday, October 6. One hun¬ 
dred bushels of ('orn on Davis’ farm, one-iburth of a mile below McKin¬ 
ley’s. One mile below, Davis’ Creek, with iilenty of good water, crosses 
the road, with deeply cut-in banks; bad crossing; swampy bottom on 
both sides of creek; heavy timber and thick underbrush on both sides 
of road. Widow Wudlow’s, four miles to Mount Elba. Eight below. 
Main’s ftum, with good water and some corn; also cattle. Small creeK 
passes the road one-half mile below Main’s farm. At Mr. Main’s farm 
a road leads off* to the right and north, intersecting the Warren and 
Pine Bluff* road. One mile and one-fburth below Main’s a county road 
(‘rosses the Mount Elba road at right angles, leading south to the ford 
of the Sahne Eiver, two miles below Mount Elba, and leading north¬ 
ward into the Mount Elba and Pine Bluff* road. Mr. Viut’s farm, two 
miles to Mount Elba. The road to Pine Bluff* leads oif to the right and 
north opposite'the gate of Mr. Tint’s house. Mr. Tint reports that 
since Monday, October 3,* 2,000 mounted troops, all in all, passed by to 
Mount Elba. The last of them, on Thursday, October C, were 300 of 
Harrison’s men (rebel (*avalry). Eebel vedettes encountered by the 
advance just below Mr. Tint’s; chase to the Saline by the advance. 
One-fourth of a mile below Mr. Tint’s large old field on the right of 
road splendid camping-ground and good grazing. One-half mile below 
Tint’s farm road Irom Pine Bluff* intersects the Oornersville and Mount 
Elba road. Short skirmish between our advance, under command of 
Captain Bechand, of the Thirteenth Illinois, and some fifty or sixty 
reMs, supposed to be the rear guard of the rebel cavalry. Captain 
Bechand drove them across the Saline River in gallant style. Mount 
Elba consists of one old farm-house and a few dilapidated negro huts. 
The command returns to Pine Bluff* at 2.15 p. m., on the Mount Elba 
and Pine Bluff road. Heavy timber and impassable thickets hning 
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both sides of road and sluittin.s;* out the sim almost. lte^>ular bush- 
whacker’s country. Ground rising; soil poor and sandy. Five miles 
north of Mount Elba country chur(‘h i^ainted white on left of road; four 
miles across to Ghowming’s Ferry, on Saline Eiver; favorite haunt of 
bushwhackers. The command goes into camp toward sunset at a 
deserted farm on right of road, six miles Irom Mount Elba. 

Sunday. October 9, 1804, reveille at 3 a.in.; general4.30 a.m.: boots 
and saddles 5 a. in.; forward 0 a. in. We pass bridge over Big Creek 
at 6.30 a.m.; bad and dangerous bottom; dense foish and tangled 
woods line both side ot the road. A perfect paradise for an ambus¬ 
cade; bridge may beheld by a few men against a crow^l; now^ayto 
cross except by bridge and a narrow bridle-path wdtli ford across creek. 
One-fourth of a mile northeast of Big Creek bridge, a big old field 
extends on both sides of the road, affording room to (*ainp for a small 
army; also, fine positions for artillery. 

First white frost of the season on morning of October 9. Eight be¬ 
yond old field a road turns off' to the right; 300 yards farther north 
another road crosses the Mount Elba and Pine Bluff* road from south¬ 
west to northeast. Big field of Brewer’s farm, nineteen miles toTine 
Bluff, forming a square cut out of dense woods; affords fine and ample 
eamping-ground and a fine position, with some water in the hollow in¬ 
dentation in middle of field. A good field of corn, tw^o miles above 
Brewer’s; place of encounter with the advance of Lane’s rebel brigade 
of cavalry and scouting expedition under Colonel Erskine on Sunday, 
October 11,1864. This is the only place wiiere corn might yet be found 
on the Pine Bluff and Mount Elba road. Tracks of rebel forage wagons 
all around and on cross-road. Frequent £i*esh marks of rebel camps 
and feed places. The Warren road joins the IMount Elba and Pine 
Bluff* road tw’elve miles from town, intersecting from the right as you 
march north. 

Eumor on the road of a rebel courier bringing the news of Price’s 
defeat in Missouri; Fagan killed by Marmaduke in a duel. The rebel 
force recently concentrated at Monticello is stated to have been assem¬ 
bled there for the sole purpose of imeventing troops in General Steele’s 
department from following Price from Missoiui. General report says 
that they all went back to Eed Eiver. Forage around Monticello and 
on the other side of the Saline Eiver as far as the Washita. The troops 
under command of Colonel Eitter returned to Pine Bluff by 2 p. m. 
October 9, 1864. 

Magnificent weather favored this expedition. 

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEEDEEICK BEHLENDOEFF, 

Major Thirteenth Begiment IlVmois Vol Cavalry. 

Col. A. Erskine, 

Commanding First Cavedry Brigade. 


Ko. 5. 

B^ort of Gapt. Adolph Beehand^ Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry. 

TTdqrs* Company B, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, * 

Pine Blnff, Arl\^ Oetoher 27^ 1804. 

I have the honor to report that I left this post on the evening of the 
24th in (‘ommand of twenty-six men and proceeded toward Mount Elba. 
Camped that night fifteen miles from here, between the Warren and 
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upper jMonticello road. Left camp at daylight; inarelied witliiu one 
mile and a half of Mount Elba. From there I inar(‘lied by 'way of the 
Cornersville road within three miles and a half of Vance’s Ferry. 
Camped that night two miles noith of Cornersville. Left camp at day¬ 
light; marched toward the upper Monticello road, which I struck about 
twenty miles south of here. ^larched within eleven miles of this post, 
where I met the enemy, from twenty live to thirty strong, marching 
toward Monticello. They broke upon getting sight of my command 
toward a creek bottom between the Warren and uiiper Monticello road, 
about one-half mile distant from the latter road. I charged them at 
once and found them in line of battle in the creek bottom facing the 
road they had come, but which I avoided, my guide, William Milton, 
knowing another crossing. This movement brought me upon their rear 
and also confused them, so much so that after our lirst hre they broke 
without firing a gun, abandoning mules and saddles, shotguns, muskets, 
and a great many blankets. On account of the many vines and thick 
underbrush in the creek bottom I was unable to make any i)risoners. I 
was also unable to learn to what command they belonged. The follow¬ 
ing information I obtained: Part of Pansons’brigade at Warren picket¬ 
ing up and down the Saline; lines are closed; citizens are not allowed 
to pass. All these pickets are stationed on the south side of the Saline 
with patrols and vedettes on the north side. As to their strength at 
these diherent ferries I learned as follows: At Mount Elba, 150; at 
Vance’s Bluff, 50; and at Pedden’s Ferry, 150 men. I have also learned 
that a force, between 300 and 400 men, had crossed at Mount Elba on 
the 22d of this month to join Logan’s command on the north side of the 
Saline Piver and had marched up the Saline. 

I have the honor to be, very resx)ectfixlly, your obedient servant, 

. A. BEOHAKD, 

Gai)tain Gomi)anii P, Thirteenth HJinois Gavalry. 

Lieut. S. Monte Ca^vibern, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General 


No. G. 

Seport of Gapt, Giirnsey ir. Daris^ Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, 

Pine Blpff, Ark., October 20^ 186i. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the morning of October 25 
I took command of a detail of fifty men of the Thirteenth Illinois Cav¬ 
alry Volunteers as escort to telegraph rei)airer on the line of the Little 
Pock road. We proceeded quietly on our way, discovering no sign of 
an enemy until within one mile and a half of what is termed the Half¬ 
way House. Here our fiankers on the left of the road discovered two 
mounted and armed men, whom they fired at and put to tiight. After 
carefully examining the woods thereabouts, we xiroceeded half a. mile 
farther on the road to a point 'where a road from the Arkansas Eiver 
crosses. Here we found the wire down, and that a force of cavalry, 
supposed to be the enemy, had passed in the direction of the river; 
also that a smaller force, suxiixosed to be a part of the same, had gone 
in the direction of Little Po(‘k. We made a halt, and I drew my men 
ux) in line, whic^ I had hardly accomx)lished, when our advance guard 
and flankers commenced firing on the enemy, whom they found in am- 
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biivsli ill a ravine or liollow tliat crosscss the lino of the road sonn^ IIOO 
yards in advance of where iny main Ibrce foimed in line. After hriiig 
a volley into my advance guard, the enemy, about twenty-five or thirty 
in number, formed a hne apparently for the purpose of making a charge, 
whi(*h purpose A\e forestalled by sending a platoon around on their 
right and left, and cliarging down on them with my main force, put¬ 
ting them to precipitate flight. We chased them at full speed to tlie 
Half-vay Iloiise, over a mile from where we first discovered them, 
firing on them at every opportunity.. They were wstill running so far 
as we could see them. They being* better mounted than my men 1 
thought it useless to folloAv farther. And not having sufficient material 
to repair the line (over a mile of which we found down) I concluded to 
return to camp, where Ave arrwed at 8.30 p. m. same evening AAuthout 
further encounter. 

.Our (‘asualties are 1 man mortally and 1 severely wounded. That 
of the enemy 1 do not knoAV, if any. Our mortally wounded man I Avas 
obliged to lea at at a house some three miles from the Halfway House 
this way, he being unable to sit on his horse longer. The men under 

my command behaA^ed well and are deserving of jiraise; also of-, 

telegraph repairer, I must say that he is a man Avell fitted for the dan¬ 
gerous occupation which he follows, and I can but congratulate the 
superintendents of the line in their good fortiire in procuring the serv¬ 
ices of a man so well calculated to perform his duties at any and all 
times regardless of consequences. 

I have the honor to be, veay respe(‘tfully, your obedient servant, 

a. W. DAVIS, 

TMrteenih Illinois Cavalry^ Gomig, JEseort 

Lieut. S. Monte Oambern, 

Actij, Asst Adjt Gen.^ Post Pine Bluffs Arh 


No. 7. 

Bej>ori of Capt Joseph G. Tilford^ Third U, S, Cmmlry, 

Little Eock, Ark., October 28^ 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor lo vState that, in obedience to orders (verbal) 
received from Second Brigade, (Javafry Division, Seventh Army Corps, 
I left this city about 12 m. of the 26th instant, with 10 officers and 
something near 400 men, and proceeded down the river to the steamer 
Annie Jacobs. I reached this point about one hour by sun, and finding 
the steamer safe, and being told by negroes in the neighborhood that 1 
Avould find a small party of rebels most likely at the plantation of a Mr. 
living, about five miles farther doAvn, I pushed on and encamped there, 
but tbund no rebels. The negroes told me that the day before in the 
afternoon their former young master, Mr. Jeff. Irving, had been there 
with some twenty or thirty i*ebels, and told them his father wanted 
all the young negroes to come South. The negi’oes ran off. They alsc 
told me that Irving told them that Colonel Logan had 1,200 rebels on the 
riATi* road. The negroes seemed to think there were not more than 30C 
or 400 of them. They understood they had robbed a tan-yard, and car¬ 
ried off some stock. From all I could learn this seems to have beer 
their object. The only party that came near the boat was the small 
one that visited Irving^s plantation, and their object seems to have beer 



Chu* LIU.] 


OPERATIONS IN ARKANSAS. 


861 


to run oti the negroes, \Ahi(*]i they did, but not in the direction they 
expected. Early on the morning of the 27th I returned to the boat, 
went aboard, found everything wate with about forty infantrymen, and 
the captain not seeming* to fear an attack, I concluded the object of 
the expedition had been accomplished, and retiumed to th<* city, which 
I reached about sunset on the 28th. In regard to forage, I would state 
that I fed at the living* plantation, but arriving there in the night, and 
leaving very early in the morning, 1 did not see the amount of corn. 
I fed also at Pennington's and Peikins’ plantations, near where the 
boat is. I found abundance for my command, but can’t say how much is 
left. 1 had to leave one man sick (First Missouri) at Johnson’s, about 
twelve miles from the city. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. TILFOPD, 

Cai^taUi^ Third U, N. Cavalry^ Commanding Expedition. 

[Lieut. W. A. Martin,] 

Avtg. AfiHt. Adjt Gen., (^avalry J)ir., JSerentJi Army Corpus. 


1 ^ 0 . 8 . 


Report of Col. ^Vashington F. Geiger, Eighth ^Linhouri Cavalry^ com¬ 
manding Third Brigade. 


Hbqrs. TniRB Brig., Oav. Biv., Seventh Army Corps, 

Brotnisville^ ArA*., Xovemher 3^ 1864. 

Sir : In compliance to orders received from district headquarters, I 
have the honor to report that in reading the telegram which ordered me 
to send the scout of 500 men to Lewisburg I read it Little Bock, by mis¬ 
take, and not knowing what length of time they should have to remain to 
av ait the arrival of Major-General Herron, I did not know what num¬ 
ber of rations to furnish. I sent rations to the 1st of November, which 
wer(‘ all I had on hand. I supposed that they could draw rations at 
Little Bo(*k. I sent no transportation because I was not ordered to do 
so. In relation to the scout sent east of White Biver, I made the detail 
and gave the officer in charge the instructions which I received. Dur¬ 
ing the review of my brigade, October 25, 1804, Generals Steele and 
West asked me if I had made the detail for the scout east of White 
Kiver. I told them I had not. They replied that they wished Major 
Snelling, of the Tenth Illinois Volunteer Cavalry, to go in command, 
and asked me to send for him that they might "give him instructions. 
I did so. He had an interview with them. I detailed the number of 
men required, 200 j placed Major Snelling in'command. He left this 
camp at 8 a. m. October 26, 1804; arrived back on the 2d instant. 
Herewith I have the honor to forward the report of Major Snelling. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. F. GEIGEK, 


Commandmg Brigade. 

Oapt. C. II. Dyer, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of lAttle Rochj Arl\ 


ADDENDA. 


Itinerary of the Third Brigade.^ Cavalry Birision, Seventh Army Corps., 
Col. Washington E. Geiger^ Eighth Missouri Cavalry., commanding.'^ 

Oetoher 5 .—The brigade marched out of Austin, Ark., at 9 a. ni., to 
Brownsville, Ark., a distance of fifteen miles, and went into camp. 


Pioni uiontlily return. 
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October 25, —A detaclinieut liimiberiiig 200 men, under command of 
Major Snelling, TciitL Illiiiois Cavalry, v^ent out on scout in tlie vicin¬ 
ity of Cotton Plant, Ark. 

October .2.9.—A detachment left in command of Lieut. Col. John P. 
Knight, NTinth Iowa Cavaky, consisting of 500 men, as escort to offi¬ 
cers to Fort Smith, Ark. 


Ko. 0 . 

It€j)ort of j\laj, Oeorge 1\ BnelUng^ Tenth Illinois Caredry. 

Headquarters Tenth Illinois Cavalry, 

Broivnsinlle^ Arh.^ November S, 1861, 
Sir: 1 have the honor to report that on the evening of the 25tli of 
October I was sent for to come to your headquarters, that General 
West wanted to s(^e me. 1 reiiorted to General West, being informed 
by him that I was to take command of a scout that was ordered from 
our brigade (200 cavalry), witli ten days’rations 5 that 1 would proceed 
to White Kiver; there I would meet a boat sent by General Andrews 
to cross me over the river; then I would proceed to IVladison, on Saint 
Francis Kiver if I thought prudent to go that far, as the scout was not 
deemed a military s(*out, but rather a political scout; that Doctor 
Fiyrear would accompany me as a guide and that there would be an 
election held in Madison to see if there were any. Union men in that 
locality or not, and that I would return by the way of Cotton Plant if 
I thought it prudent to do so; that there would be no force in that 
country to oiqiose me but some small bushwhacking i)arties, and [to] 
rout them, bring in all the horses and mules and cattle that I could 
tind, I started at 8 o’clock on the morning of the 2 ()th from Browns¬ 
ville. Arrived at the Bluffs at 4 p. m. Reported to General Andrews, 
stating to him my orders from General West. He then ordered me to 
cross White Kiver at daylight the next morning, that he would give 
me seventy-five men of the Mnth Kansas and that 1 would proceed 
direct to Cotton Plant, moving out some twelve miles that day; the 
next morning move early to Cotton Plant, allowing no news to get 
ahead of me if possible; remain in Cotton Plant one day, scouring &ie 
country in that locality, bringing in all the stock there vms in that 
part of the country and all negi‘o men I could get, and retxuii on the 
1st day of November to Devall’s Bluff. And on the morning of the 27th 
I moved at daylight, crossed my command, 200 of the Tenth Illinois 
Cavalry, seventy-live of the NTinth Kansas, with hve days’ rations; 
moved out sixteen miles and camped on the farm of one Sir. Temple¬ 
ton, twelve miles from Cotton Plant. The next morning moved at 4 a. 
m.; crossed Cache Kiver, the Kinth Kansas in the advance, wdtli a lieu¬ 
tenant with twenty-five men as advance guard. IVIoved on to Cotton 
Plant, taking all male citizens prisoners, sending them to the rear. 
After arriving at Cotton Plant, finding no force in the place, having 
completely surprised the citizens, I sent Captain Flesher with seventy- 
five men out north of Cotton Plant; I, taking fifty men, went out south 
of Cotton Plant, scouring the country of all horses and mules, burning 
two houses, taking 3 deserters from om* army, Ifrom the Twelfth Mich¬ 
igan, 2 from the Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, taking a number of arms 
from the citizens. One of the houses burned by me was the homse of 
^ noted bushwhacker by the name of Simpson, keeping a gang of blood- 
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liouuds for ciiasiug conscripts out of the swamps. After taking five 
guns from the house and a lot of ammunition^ I ordered the house set 
on fire. The other house was one of Eayboriie’s men’s houses, who 
shot at my men from the house, then mnning, pursued by my men, who 
killed him near the house. Myself returning back to Cotton Plant 
that night. Captain Flesher, of the Mnth Kansas, returned about 9 
p.m., bringing in 4 Confederate soldiers, a lot oi‘stock, mules, and horses; 
reported to have killed 1 bushwhacker, burned 1 house. Cami)ed in 
the town all night. The next morning I sent out scouts in all directions 
with orders to bring in all the stock they could find. The difierent 
scouting parties retiumed back to the Plant that night; camped. 
Started the morning of the 31st of October, 1864, with 11 prisoners, 50 
head of horses, 23 head of mules, 2 wagons; moved back eighteen 
miles; camped on Horn Lake, Marched at 4 a. m. on the morning of 1st 
of November. Arrived at the rivei on the oi)posite side of the Bluffs 
at 1 p‘. m.; crossed ray command over; reported to General Andrews; 
turned the prisoners over to the provost-marshal; camped for the 
night. Marched at 4 a. m. on the 2d. Arrived at Brownsville at 2 p. 
m. without any further trouble, having been out seven days. Casual¬ 
ties are as follows: Killed 3 bushwhackers, broke up 150 small-arms, 
shotguns and rifles, bringing in 73 head of horses and mules, 11 pris¬ 
oners. 

I am, sir, your humble servant, 

. GEO. T. SNELLING, 

Major Tenth Illinois Camlrij. 

Col. WAsniNGTON F. Geiger, 

Commanding Third Brigade^ Cavalry Division. 

[ludoiseuieut.] 

Headquarters Histrict of Little Kook, 

November 186i. 

The within reports^ are respectfully forwarded for the information 
of the major-general commanding. 

My orders were explicit in both cases, copying the language from 
department headquarters. I was not aware that the commanding gen¬ 
eral had given any special instructions to Major SneUing, and neitiier 
General West nor General Andrews had any authority fr'om me to alter 
his instructions, which required him to go to Madison by way of Clar¬ 
endon and return by way of Cotton Plant. 

EespectfuUy submitted, 

B. A. CAEE, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


No. 10. 

Report of Lieut. George J. Campbell^ Third U. 8. Cavalry. 

Lieutenant; Pursuant to Special Orders, No. 20, headquarters 
Cavalry Division, October IS, 1864, the command composed of the fol¬ 
lowing detachments started from the camp of the Third Missouri Cav¬ 
alry Volunteers, October 19,1864, at 9 a. m.: First Missouri Cavahy, 
159 men and 3 officers; Third Missouri Cavalry, 42 men and 2 officers; 
First Iowa Cavalry, 40 men and no officers; Ninth Kansas Cavalry, 100 


GeigeFs, p, 861 , and Sjiclliug’fc.; next, ante. 
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meu and 2 officers; Fourth Arkansas Cavalry, 50 men and 1 officer; 
Third U. S. Cavalry, G8 men and 3 officers; total 459 men and 11 
officers. Assistant Sui'geou Madison, Third Arkansas Cavalry, with 
foui* ambulances and attendants, accompanied the expedition. Jhe 
command proceeded toward Benton, finding no opposition. Stopped 
to water at Collegeville for twenty minutes; distance from Benton said 
to be nine miles. On arriving at about two miles from Benton, sent 
the advance, composed of sixty-eight men of the Third U, S. Cavalry, 
in command of Capt. E. W, Tarlton and Lieut. William (1. Hoffinan, 
forward to charge into the town, with orders to arrest all parties found 
there. Captain Tarlton charged in, capturing 2 men and 3 horses of 
the Eleventh Arkansas (J. L. Logan’s brigade), then proceeded to 
picket the roads leading out of town; searched for men and arms but 
found none; found no forage. The command then advanced toward 
Fagan’s Ford on the Saline, where they encamped for the night. On 
arriving in camp foraging parties were immediately sent out across the 
river and found some corn, enough for one feed for the command; heard 
that Crawford was at Pratt’s Ford wdth about fifty men. Distance 
marched, twenty-seven miles. 

October 20, 1864, left camp at 5 a. m. No forage this morning. 
Eoads very bad; numerous cross-roads. Marched toward Tulip and 
encamped iu the woods at a branch said to be sixteen miles from Tulip; 
found a small quantity of forage. Distance marched, about twenty- 
three miles by our route. 

October 21,1864, marched at 4 a. m.; roads rough and apparently 
not much traveled, owing to making a detour to get to the east of 
Tulip, in order not to allow the enemy to hear of our approach. When 
about twelve miles from Princeton the advance, consisting of a detail 
from the First Missouri, in charge of Sergeant Stewart, and 100 men 
from the Ninth Kansas, the whole command iu charge of Lieutenants 
Dow and Haughawout, Ninth Kansas, found the enemy’s pickets, about 
sixty or seventy strong, posted in the roads. The pickets fired on the 
advance and then fell back toward Tulip and Princeton. Major Avery 
then sent part of the command through Tulip; and advanced on a road 
to the east of Tulip, driving the mounted infantry picket ahead of 
them. The squadron then went through Tulip; joined the main body 
at the intersection of the Tulip and Princeton roads. The command 
then x)roceeded to advance. Just then word arrived from the rear of 
the column that one of the ambulances liad broken down. Major 
Avery ordered that if it could not be repafred without delay to the 
column to burn it, which was done. On arriving at about two miles 
from Princeton, organized a command to charge into town, take and 
hold it. Lienteiiants Dow and Haughawout, Ninth Kansas, with their 
command, charged, supported by Captain Mills, Lieutenants Green and 
Adams, with their command, 159 men, First Missouri Cavalry. Lieu¬ 
tenant Haughawout, who was in the extreme front, found about seventy 
men (cavalry) drawn up in line of battle, but they broke out of town 
for their camp on the Camden road. We then proceeded to establish 
pickets on all the’roads leading out of town and proceeded to 
search for arms and C. S. stores; found a building containing 
between fifteen and twenty stand of arms, which were immediately 
destroyed by the command. The major then sent forward the First 
Missouri to find the enemy’s camp. Captain Mills proceeded out on 
the Camden road for about two miles, and found the enemy strongly 
posted in the edge of the woods, with a bayou between fifty and sixty 
feet wide along their front. He reconnoitered their position and found 
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it too strong? to warrant an attack, and in accordance witli orders fell 
back and joined the command. Captured during the day 14 jiriwoners: 
12 men Eleventh Arkairsas Mounted Infantry, 1 from Second Texas, 
and 1 man from the Monroe regiment, CabeU’s brigade, with their arms. 
P’ounrl one man from the First Iowa Cavahy, who had been captured 
by the enemy on the 1st of May and detained as a nurse in the hospital ,* 
was brought in. Pound also another in hospital suffering from a com¬ 
pound fracture of the thigh, who, Doctor Com])ton, the C. S. surgeon 
and the surgeon of our command, both say Avill not recover (name George 
^Sidney, regiment Twenty-ninth Iowa Infantry) who was left in charge 
of Doctor Compton, the.C. S. surgeon, who they say has been very 
kind to them. The command then marched back toward Jenkins’ Ferry 
on the Saline; halted three miles irom Princeton, fed and watered the 
horses; started again and marched to Jenkins’ Ferry, which was croSvSed 
and a camp established. Heard that the enemy was on the Saline 
Fiver 300 strong, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel McMurter, 
Second Texas. No forage to-night. Distance marched, about forty- 
nine miles. 

October 22 , 1804, marched at 5 a. m. No forage. At 11.30 obtained 
corn and fed; marched again and encamiied in an opening about twenty- 
six miles from Little Itock and eight miles from Hurricane Creek. 
To-day the march Avas made very slowlj^, Avith numerous rests, owing 
to the scA'crity of the iireceding march and scarcity of forage. Distance 
mar(*lied, about twenty-two miles. 

October 23, marcJied at 5 a. ni.j heard at a house that an immense 
body of men had passed during the night, moving toAvard Hurricane 
Creek; moved cautiously forAA^ard, having all on the alert, owing to the 
density of the timber on either side. At 8.30 a. m. crossed Hurricane 
and moA^ed forward toAvard the Benton road. Eebels tired into the 
adA^ance, and immediately the light became general. The position held 
by the rebels Avas a scmi-cmcle, covering our front and rear. Major 
Avery proceeded to put the command in position, Avhich brought them, 
on our front, but their line Avas so great that they coA^ered both flanks. 
The Texans tluui charged across a small opening iifour front, demand¬ 
ing a surrender. Just then Major Avery’s horse was shot fi-om under 
him, the ball iiassing through his pants and saddle into the opposite 
saddle-skirt. Lieutenants llaiigliaAAmut, Ninth Kansas, and Clayton, 
Third Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, Avere both wounded at the same 
charge. .Sergeant [Young], Ninth Kansas Cavalry, Avas shot through 
the head,' killing him instantly. EAmry company in the command, and 
individual, Avas soon hotly engaged, and though the rebels charged 
furiouvsly scA^eral times, in every instance our meu diwe them back into 
the bush. Our men also charged them, but they broke and ran in 
every direction, though their officers Avere seen trying to form them, 
but found it impossible, as our men pressed them back every time. 
They then fell off toward our right aud rear, after which we could find 
no trace of them. Casualties, United States: One killed (sergeant, 
Ninth Kansas); wounded—First Iowa, 1 (private, mortally, since died); 
First Missouri, 2 (privates, seA’erely)^ Third Missouri, 2 (privates, 
severely) 5 Fourth Arkansas, 2 (privates, severely); ThirdUiiited States, 
2 (1 very severely in head); commissioned oifleers, Lieutenant Clayton, 
Third Missouri, seA^erely; Lieutenant HanghaAvout, Ninth Kansas, 
seA'ercly. Kebel loss, as far as known, 27 killed, 1 captured. 

Very respectfully submitted. 

G. J. CAMPBELL, 

Second Lieut^ Third L\ S. Gav,, Actg, Engr. for the Command, 

55 B B—VOL XLI, PT I 
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The above report is correct in every particular and is therefore ap¬ 
proved. I am happy to recommend to the consideration of all whom it 
may concern the names of all the officers who accompanied me on the 
expedition. Were I to mention the name of one and not the other, I 
would do an injustice. I will, however, mention the name of Lieuten¬ 
ant Ilaughawout, of the Mnth Kansas Cavalry Volunteers, who after 
receiving a severe wound in the right leg just below the knee still con¬ 
tinued to fight as though nothing had occui’red, and after the battle 
was over he rode his horse to Little Kock before having his wound 
dressed. The men behaved with the greatest coolness and bravery. 
Ko one was seen going to the rear except from just cause. In addition 
to the above report I will state that I received no information relative 
to the movements of any large bodies of the enemy. 1 learned from 
prisoners that Magruder was at Camden fortifying. I also learned that 
there is one regiment of infantry and three })ieoes oi* artillery and some 
cavalry at Washington and pickets at Arkadelphia. The enemy have 
three iiieces of artillery at their cam]) two miles from Princeton. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

(lEO. S. AVEPY, 

Major Third Mo, Vol. Car,,, Commanding Rvpedition* 
Lieut. W. A. Martin, 

Aetg, Asst, Adjt, Orn,^ Car, ^Serenth Army Corps, 


Ko. 11, 

Report of Brig, Con, BofceU Clayton, U, N. Army,, commanding post of 

Bine Bluff. 

l^iNE Bluff, Ark., October /, —9 p, m. 

General: Lieutenant Grovc^, sent yesterday inorning to scout in the 
vicinity of Mount Elba, has just come in. 1 le caiitured 1 lieutenant and 
8 men belonging to Major’s (Texas) brigade, stationed at Mount Elba 
and Chowning’s Perry, lie reiiorts the following: Major’s brigade had 
orders to cross the Saliiu* to-day, but failed to do so on account of the 
rain. A portion of the command at Monticello crossed to Warren yes¬ 
terday. Bis information coincides with that sent you to-day. 1 think 
there can be no doubt but that the(Miemyare for some reason changing 
their base. If we had the cavalry re-enforcements here now I think 
w^e might strike them a timely blow.' In case the Saline should rise 
and hinder their crossing w(‘ may do so as it is. I exi)e(*t a man in 
fi‘om the Saline to-morrow, from wiiom we can obtain further informa¬ 
tion. It may be that more can be a(‘coinplished by striking first for 
Mount Elba and then Monticello than by going direct for Monticello. 
I will telegi*aph you more uiion this subje(*t to-moiTow. 

' POWELL CLAYTON, 
Brigadier- Genera Z, Commanding. 


Major-General Steele. 



CHAP.Lni.] EXPEDITION FKOM FORT CRAIG, N. MEX. 867 

OCTOBER 1-NOVEMBER 27, 1864.—Expedition from Fort Craig, N. Mex., 

to Fort Goodwin, Ariz. Ter, 

Reiwrt of CoL (hear J/. Brown, First California Cavalry, 

HEAD(iITAllTERS FOET CRAIG, X. MeX., 

December 7, 1S64., 

Captain: 1 have the honor to report that in obeclienoe to special 
instructions from departinent heachiuarters, dated Santa Fe, N. Mex., 
Sei)teinber —, 1864,1 left this post on the 1st day of October for the 
Sierra Blanca Mountain and Ai)ache country, vitli the following offi¬ 
cers, troops, and employes: Capt. William Ayers, First New Mexico 
Infantry, and twenty men; Capt. W. H. Lent, First New Mexico In¬ 
fantry, and thirty men; Lieut. L. F. Samburn, Company H, First Cali- • 
fornia Cavalry, and fifty men, five ])ackers and herders, two guides, 
and one interineter, all imovided vrith thirty-one days’ short rations 
and forty-two pack-mules, and seven herdeVs and packer s liorses. 
The guides, Felipi)e Gonzales and Antonio Santillanes, having full con¬ 
fidence that Indians miglit be found iularge numbers on the south side 
of the Sierra Blanca, I determined to proceed by the way of the Little 
Colorado, which takes its rise on the north side of that mountain, and 
crossing it, surprise them if possible. Marching by way of Bear S])ring, 
twenty-two miles; La Carriso, fifteen miles; La Monica, sixteen miles; 
Sierra de Luero, thirty miles; La Cienega, thirty miles; Ojo del Gallo, 
twenty miles; Itio Juan Apache, three miles; "Ojo del Nogal, twenty 
miles; Eio Seco, twelve miles, I arrived at the Little Colorado, distance 
from Fort Craig 1()8 miles, on the morning of October 12 about 10 
a. m., having sent my s])ies ahead the night before with instructions to 
make a thorough reconnaissan(*e during the night, and if signs were 
discovered to send back and notify me, otherwise to remain in the 
vicinity until my command arrived. No signs whatever were discov¬ 
ered of any Indians having lived in this section for a long time. Rained 
all the forenoon. Found this to be a clear, bold, running stream, taking 
its rise in the Sierra Blanca, about twenty miles distant, running to 
the northwest, through a lieautiM bottom, 20,000 acres of which can 
be most easily irrigated; grass of luxuriant growth and very nutritious. 
This bottom will at no divstaiit day (as soon as the Apaches are ex¬ 
terminated) be thickly settled by a farming and stock-gi‘owing popu¬ 
lation, as it possesses every indu(*ement to that class of vsettlers. 
Leaving cam]) at 3 p. in. I proceeded six miles higher up the river into 
the canon, in order that my camp might be more secluded. Eaiii dur¬ 
ing the night. 

October 13, during the forenoon had the missing shoes of horses and 
mules replaced; also three days’ rations cooked, and marched at 3 
p. in. for the base of the Sierra Blanca. The avseent from the bottom 
of the canon to the top of the mesa was abnost im])racticable and was 
only accom})lished after a gTeat deal of hard labor and the fall of one 
or two pack-mules, without, however, any serious injury. From this 
point I pnxieeded in advance with twenty-five mounted men, quietly 
and cautiously, and about 9 ]>. m. camped in a deep rocky canon, well 
hidden from oliseiwation. About 11 p. m. remainder of command came 
lip; distan(H^ traveled, fifteen miles. 

October 14, before breaking up cam]) found that one of the horses 
belonging to Oai)tain Ayers’ mounted men had broken his leg during 
the night by getting in among the rocks. Gauvsing it to be killed 1 pro¬ 
ceeded on cautiously, reaching the spring called Aqua de Juan Pauila, 
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about one mile and a half distant, and after watering' stock and tilling 
canteens, commenced the ascent of the Sierra Blanca, throwing vspies 
and skirmishers considerably in advaiu*e. The ascent, although very 
steep, was fortunately not rocky, and the mountain side being covered 
with tall sugar-ihne timber, an enemy cotild not observe the approach. 
Arriving at tiie summit, a magnificent spectacle presented itself to 
view, as iiivstead of a rocky apex or ridge the toi) proved to be a level 
mesa, extending far to the south, (^ast, and west, (*overed with nutritious 
grasses and sugar pine, fir, and poplar trees, the former two of 
dimensions truly grand. Traveling about four miles, passed a rapid 
running rivulet, one of the tributaries of the Little Colorado. vSeven 
miles farthiu* arrived at the Bio Tascoso, a small mountain brook, tak 
ingils rise on this mesa, anda'unning down the south side into the Bio 
de la Cruz. Campi^d for the night here; whole distance traveled, fif¬ 
teen miles. Very cold, with heavy frost during the night. 

October 15, leaving the Tascoso at sunrise, proceeded over the mesa 
and same character of country to another mountain stream called the 
Bio Bioso, about nine miles distant, and (*am])ed to await the clearing 
111 ) ol‘ the weather. Bain had been tailing all the morning and the trail 
was very heavy. The shoes of the infantry were Avorn out, and many 
had their feet tied up in rags. At 1 p. in. the rain continuing to fall, 
I saddled up and continued to inarcdi, sending sxiies and guides five or 
six miles in advance. About 4 p. in. commenced the descent from the 
Sierra Blanca, and about 5 ]). m. arrived at a clear running mountain 
brook, a tributary of tlu‘ Bio do Labor, which having no name I called 
Bio Mohado. The country here is beautiful, and very much like some 
parts of Yuba Comity, Cal. 

Sunday, October !(>, had two days’ rations cooked, and at 1 p. in. 
started for the Bio de Labor, distant sixteen miles, having sent out at 
an early hour spies and guides with instriudious to be exceedingly can* 
tioiis and afibrd me timely information if any signs were discovered. 
About dark aiTivod at the river, where I tbuiid one of the guides, who 
reported no fresh signs as yet, although the sides with one guide had 
ill obedience to my instructions proceeded to examine farther. The 
remains of a coru-iield cultivated during the summer were found here; 
also an old rancheria, inhabited probably dming the spring or early 
siiiimier. About 8 p. m. spies returned; reported no signs ahead* 

Monday, October 17, broke eami> at daylight, and leaving the pack- 
train with forty men under Captain Lent, 1 proceeded quietly and cau¬ 
tiously along the trail, Avhich passes doAvn the Bio de Labor. In a short 
time sines reported signs ahead about three days old. Climbing to the 
top of a high hill near the trail I examined the bottom thoroughly, as 
far as I could see, Avith an ex(»ellent glass, but could discover no signs 
whatever, neither smoke, cattle, or huts. Proceeding cautiously Avith 
twenty-five men from Com])any First California Cavalry, and spies 
two or three miles in advance, I traveled about eight miles farther, 
Avheu the spies retiumed to me vdth a sqiiaAV, captured by them ou the 
trail. She Avas advancing along the same trail they Avere following, 
and concealing themselves until vshe ai)])roa(*hed, they took her prisoner. 
This capture alitogether prevented the attack on the rancheria, being 
deferred until daylight next morning, as her non-return at night would 
alarm the Indians and put them on their guard. Directing Captain 
Ayers to take his detachment of tAventy men and throA\dng them out as 
skirmishers to proceed cautiously doAvn the creek to the left, so as to 
RA^oid being seen, if possible, and vsending Lieutenant Sainburn A\fith a 
detachment of the cavalry (dismounted) up a ravine to the right, Avith 
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similar iiistni(*tioiis, I yet had some hopes of surprising them, although 
a 1)1 oad and level tract of laud about two miles in widtli intervened 
between my position at that time and tht* opposite hills, where i 
expected to iiiid tlie raiH*lieiia. Pro(‘eediug in person with fifteen men 
also to the right, bur to the left of Lieutenant Samburn, I jiassed this 
open plain as cautiously as possible, and about 3 p. lu. met Lieutenant 
Samburn retui-ning, v ho reported no sign of rancluTia in that direction. 
Changing my course so as to intercept Captain Ayers, I met that officer 
about 4.30 p. m. and found that he had captmed thr(‘(^ other s(iuaws 
while they were picking berries and grass seed near the creek, and laid 
also found the rancheria and one small two-year-old c'olt. 

There were evidently no Indians at the raiu-heria at the time, they 
having gone ofi early in the moining, the men in seanTi of game, the 
women in search of grass seed. Through the medium of the inter¬ 
preter I learned that theie weie only five men, tlve wom(m, and three 
children at the rancheria. They had no food laid u}) for winter, and 
subsisted entirely on the grass seeds and what little game the men 
killed. Tlie colt captured was to have been killed the next day. But 
for the extreme timidity (using no harsher term) of the guides I could 
undoubtedly have captured the wliole party, as tliey had no noti(*e 
whatever of my approach. 1 divscovered subsequently that the guide 
took the spies but a short distance ahead of the command the night 
before, representing to them that it was extremely dangerous to go any 
farther. Had he been possessed ot but a moderate share of physical 
courage, I could have easily discovered this rancheria during the night, 
and captured every soul at daylight in the morning. This was the 
more to be regretted by me, as I knew that the escaped Indians would 
at once give notice to the neighboring rancherias before I could possibly 
discover them. The guide knew of but one trail, which of course was 
the old trail traveled years before by traders. Trails ran in many direc¬ 
tions, but as I very soon discovei ed, it was a futile effort to endeavor to 
find Indians by the lirst well-beaten trail that presented itself. Camp¬ 
ing about one mile from tbe rancheria, and posting a few men in am- 
busli around it alter dark to capture or kill any Indian that might 
venture to return during the night, I used every effort to induce the 
cai)tives to lead me to a ».< 'ng rancheria, if any there wei'e, 

threateiiing to hang one oi rlirm. 'I'i'ry finally consented to show me 
in tlie morning, declaring their inability to find it during the night. 
The night was dark, the country over which I had to pass very rough, 
and knowing how easy it was to lose a trail that was scarcely percep¬ 
tible in places during the daytime, 1 was, much Jigainst my wishes, 
compelled to wait for daylight. The stream running through this bot¬ 
tom is clear and perniaireiit, and to a white settler tbe situation would 
be most desirable, as the bottom is as well adapted to farming as the 
upland is to gTazing, which is truly excellent. This stream (Rio de La 
bor) runs into the Prieto about fifteen miles below this point. A very 
prominent and isolated mountain to the north side of this creek and near 
tbe rancheria, conical in sbape,Icalle(hSagar Loaf Mountain 5 distance 
traveled this day from last camp about ten miles. 

Tuesday, October 18, leaving camp at daylight, having previously, 
and while it was yet dark, detailed one non-commissioned officer and 
ten men to relieve the men posted around the rancheria during the 
night, and instructing them to remain in concealment two or three 
hours after my departure, I crossed the creek and commenced the ascent 
of the mountain, which was rugged and rough in the extreme, over an 
Indian trail which could be plainly seen in daylight, but could not have 
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been seen by night. It eoiuineiiced niiiiing before arriving at the sum¬ 
mit, and before proceeding many miles the traveling became very heavy. 
Pressing on, however, witli the squaw as guide, I came in siglit (about 
five miles distant) oi‘ a creek called by them the Uio .Vncho. Leaving 
the train under Captain Ayers to come on leisurely, I ordered Captain 
Lent with fifteen men of his company to proceed cautiously down a 
ravine to theright and approach the supposed locality from the ox>posire 
side. Lieutenant Saniburn mth ten of his men dismounted I sent in 
the opposite direction witli similar instructions. Allowing sufficient 
time for these officers to mak(^ the necessary detour, 1 proceeded in the 
direidion indicated by the s(xuaw, and after several hours spent in 
eftbrts to approach the rancheria undis(‘(n'ered, Cajitain Lent finally 
came npoii it, but found it deserted, and on examination it was evident 
that the Indians had left during the i)receding night. There were 
thirteen huts here of a more permanent character than those usually 
seen. There were horse and mule tracks going two and three together 
in every direction, but the falling rain neady obliterating them ren¬ 
dered it impossible to pursue, beside the country hereabout was so 
completely covered with rocks ami granite boAvlders that it would be 
difficult to follow a trail at any time. One of the men found an old ritle 
here covered up in the straw. Had the guide been familiar with the 
country, on what maybe termed the side trails, I should have been able 
to discover this ranclieria in time to kill or capture every Indian, as it 
was so located as to be easy of approach, lief nrniiig u]) the creek (Eio 
Ancho) where 1 had directed the train to be halted and an])acked, I 
camped for the night, rain continuing to fall. The nearest point of the 
Prieto was distant about fourteen miles. The river takes its rise iu the 
Sierra Blauca about twenty-five miles east of this point, and miming 
nearly south a short distanee unites with another branch coming out 
of a spur of the Sierra Blanca. The first of these forks is called by the 
Indians the Prieto J lelgado. After forming the junction the river turns 
first to the west, then to the northwest, and forms the mam fork of the 
{Salinas lliver, and not the South Fork of the San (Jarlos. as has been 
erroneously stated. It is a clear, bold, raind running stream, three 
times the size of the Sail Carlos^ and although it only averages about 
three feet in depth at this time, there are indications that the volume 
of water flowing through it at times is very great. 

At 6 p m. I ordered Oaiitain Ayers with tw(mty-five men to proceed 
to the Prieto Delgado, and rcacliing it bidbre day, to send out his 
sjiies iu every direction and eudeavor, if ])ossible, before daylight to 
find the ranclieria which the captives iiromised to sliow in that locality. 
Although the trail was very muddy, rocky, and the night very dark, 
and after being lost for several hours, he finally succeeded in reaching 
the river, but could neither hear nor see any signs of Indians. Wait¬ 
ing until day he proceeded cautiously to examine the country, but 
found no recent signs of Indians or rancherias. It was not only im- 
possibl<‘/ for him to cross the river, but he could not even approach it 
very near. From this point (the junction) to its junction with the 
Salinas 1 am informed that there are but two iTossings, both of which 
I saw, and one of them was almost impracticfiblc. The river through¬ 
out its whole length flows through the deexiest and most rocky canon I 
ever saw. . The sides of the caiiou are nearly perpendicular, and in 
some places nearly 1,000 feet high. NTo Indian can live on this river. 
All that are iu this section of country must of necessity live away irom 
the river in the ravines and near springs. 
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Wednesday, October 19, broke camp at daylight and marched in a 
westerly direction, intending to strike the river at the nearest point 
from which Lieutenant Samburn had been order<Hl to commence his 
scout the preceding night down the river, and to A\hich Captain Ayers 
had been ordered to return by way of the river. Supposing it to be 
like most rivers, and that access to it or down it was not impractica¬ 
ble, I had hoped to surprise them while on the move from one point to 
another, and that if any escai)ed from Captain Ayers they would be 
intercex)ted by Lieutenant Samburn or myself. On apinoaching within 
two or three miles of the river 1 found it to be almost impassable—the 
worst I ever saw. Tln^ infantry could ])roceed much more rapidly than 
cavalry, and I ordered all llie latter dismounted, to proceed on foot. 
At last I reached Ihe ri\ er, or, more pro[)erly speaking, the river canon, 
the river itself being at leuht 500 feet beneath the blufL* on whicli 1 
stood. At once Ivas satislled of the impossibility of my orders to 
Captain Ayers and Lieutenant Hambiiru being executed. No trooi)s 
could travel along the river, eitlnn- up or dovn; nor could 1 discover 
any traces of Lieutenant ^Samburn. lie had evidently gone far beyond 
the point at whii'h 1 had desired him to strike the river. As he only 
had rations for twenty-four hours and Captain Ayers for forty-eight 
hours, I (‘ould not proc(^ed and leave them to follow my trail. 1 there¬ 
fore determined to return to my camp of the day before and await their 
arrival, at the same time sending out vscouts over the mountains to 
notify these ofticers of my movements. Eeturiiing, therefore, and 
throwing out scouts in different directions, I soon had the satisfaction 
of seeing Lieutenant JSamburu api>roach, and about half an hour after¬ 
ward Captain Ayers came in and re|)orted that no sign whatever had 
been discovered by him, and that, although he had traveled about eight¬ 
een miles ill sight of the river, he had been unable to water his horses, 
there being no practicable descent. Lieutenant Sambuim had no 
horses with him, and descended to the river far below the point 
intended, the guide having lost himself during the night, so that at 
daylight he did not know where he was, whether above or below the 
])omt to which he was ordered. Neither did he discover any sign of 
Indians. Eain nearly all night. 

Thursday, October 20, resting nien and animals; at 1 p. m. started 
for the crossing of the Prieto. Traveled without trail, but in the sup¬ 
posed direction, the guide having mis(*alciilated the distance, and after 
traveling until 5 p. m. over the roughest mountains in the whole coun¬ 
try, I le:S the guide looking for a practicable descent, and changing my 
course to the north at right angles to the river, I soon came to an open 
mesa covered with good grass, a small creek of water, and an old 
raneheria. Camped for the night, and ordered five days’ rations to be 
cooked. No rain to-night, but heavy frost and very cold. 

Friday, October 21, marched at 0 a. m., having pre^dously sent out 
guides to look for the trail or any trail, as the traveling of the day 
before, if repeated, would break down all the animals. Found the 
trail about a mile and a half distant, and following it up about eight 
miles commenced the descent to the river. The sight here was truly 
grand, but not at all pleasing to the commander of a detachment having 
^ horses and mules. After a toilsome effort of one hour the command 
reached the river. Leaving Captain Ayers and Lieutenant Samburn 
with fifty men to camp for the night and follow the next day, I pro¬ 
ceeded with Captain Lent and the remainder of the detachment (cav¬ 
alry and infantry) with five days’ cooked rations to the Water Holes, 
fifteen miles distant, where I arrived about sunset. Spies returned 
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aud reported si^’ius, having diseovored the trail of three Indians haviag 
a hurro with them. They had been gathering the prickly pear fruit, 
and were proceeding leisurely in a northwesterly direction. 

Saturday, October 22, sent out spies to the eavst, Avest, and south, 
with instructions to follow up any fresh trail that might be found, and 
to exercise every precaution to avoid being discovered, I also sent out 
spies to followup the trail discovered the evening before. About sun¬ 
set the various scouts returned without having discovered anything. 
The trail to the northwest was followed about eight miles, and led in 
the direction of two streams called the Little Livers or Killitos, where 
the guides represented I AA’^ould be very likely to find Indians. Captain 
Ayers having arrived with the balance of the command, I determined 
to proceed at an early hour in the morning, and approaching as near 
as practicable to hud out exact location of rancheria and suiTouud it 
during the next night. 

Sunday, October 23, commenced raining very hard about 12 m. 
Everything wet and mud deex). Marching at 4.30 a. m. Lain pouring 
down. After daylight found trail of Indians and burro obliterated. 
Traveling excessively heavy and shoes of infantry dropping to pieces. 
Cavalrymen all compelled to Avalk. After going about ten guiles found 
whereindians had rested and eaten tanitos.’’ No trail, however, could 
be followed from this point. Proceeding cautiously toward the deep 
canon, where I expected to hnd the rancheria, I discovered that no 
Indians had lived here for several months. They had made their mes¬ 
cal and probably had x>assed most of the vsummer here, but no recent 
traces were to be found. 

This creek, and also another about four miles distant to the north, 
both of which uniting about ten miles to the southwest formed the East 
Fork of the San Carlos, are evidently favorite summer resorts for the 
Indians as the mescal and prickly pear fruit seems to be quite abiindaut 
liere. Proceeding to this latter fork and sending seoutiiig parties in 
every direction to look for signs, I eami)edinthecarioii to await the result. 
No discovery made, and rain continuing to fall, i)nssed a disagreeable 
night. Ilaving but five days’short rations left, and the distance to 
Port Goodwin by the trail requiring at least that time to travel it, the 
men being nearly all barefooted, and the horses and mules nearly worn 
out, from the effects of exposure in the cold i*ains and lieavy frost, I 
determined to commence the march early in the morning, or as soon as 
the weather would permit, for that post, by way of the San (»arlos, 
Camp Eigg, and the Gila Eiver. I came to this comdusiou Avitli extreme 
reluctance, as I had no doubt of the exivSten(*e of a rancheria within 
twenty or twenty-five miles, although I could not as yet tell in what 
direction; but as I felt satisfied that the Indians by this time must be 
aware of the prevsence of trooxis in the country, and as the heavy and 
comstant rains had obliterated all trails, so that to find them Avoiild be 
a matter of mere chance, I was forced to the conclusion to march at 
once for Fort Goodwin, and the men who had been walking barefooted 
day and night over the rocks and tlirough mud, and living on one tor¬ 
tilla per day, bailee! the order with delight, although 1 must do them 
the justice to say that they have borne the unusual hardships cheer¬ 
fully and without a muimur, joining in the laugh of their comrades, 
excited by the ludicrous appearance of their feet tied up in rags, ami 
yet the certainty of a fight would have induc(Hl them to go unhesitat¬ 
ingly without eating as long as nature would permit. 

Monday, October 24, mud three iiudies dee]); blankets, clothing, and 
everything very wet and heavy; waited for it to (dear up somewhat 
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About 11 a. uu comiiieu(*e<l raiuhio- and pouml down for an hour, 
when I struck camp and started for the iSau Carlos, divStant eighteen 
miles. Making a wide detour to the north, I crossed one of the many 
deep (‘afions wdiic'h intersect this mesa, when, changing iny course to 
the soutliAvest, i traveled over the mesa (level and covered \vitlL grass) 
for about tw^elve miles, wdieii 1 commenced descent into the San Carlos 
Valley over what a])pear(*d to have been the great Indian thoroughfare 
])etw^een the upper and lower country for ages. The descent occupied 
two hours, and must have been at least 2,000 feet in the perx)eudi(‘uiar. 
lleached the South Fork of the San Carlos after dark and camped for 
the night. Very little grass here; distance traveled, eighteen miles. 

Tuesda3% October 25, at daylight proceeded six miles farther to the 
San Carlos, and cain])ed to give the animals good grazing, which they 
failed to get last night for the second time only on the trip. Leaving 
here at 1 p. m. 1 tra\'eled down the San Carlos, x)assing Camx) Itigg, 
and arrived at the Gila abont 5 p. in.; distaiu'e traveled, hfteen miles. 
Tw^o old and very poor mules gave out to-day and 1 wuis compelled to 
kill tliein. 

Wednesday, October 26, leaving the detachment under command of 
Captain Ayers, and taking an escort 1 proceeded to Fort Goodwin, 
w'here I arrived at 2 y. m., and met with the very welcome hosxiitalities 
of Major Smith, the commanding oMcer, and Major Gorman, of my 
own regiment, and Simgeon Whitney, post surgeon. 

Thursday, October 27, about 12 m. mj^ command arrived, when I im¬ 
mediately (‘ommenced refitting the exi>editi()n for the return to Fort 
Craig by v ay of Hegrita, San Francisco, and Azul Eivers. 

Friday, October 28, oi'dered otf Cai>tain Ayers vith the command at 
2 ]). m, with instnictions to proceed up the Gila until good grazing 
could bo found and camp for the night. On leaving one mule was re- 
Xiorted missing and could not be found after the most diligent search. 
Jt was either wdth the post herd and not recognizable or had been 
stolen. 1 left here in hosx>ital two men from Cax>taiii Lent’s comxiany 
and two from the cavalry. 

October 29, 1864, leaving Fort Goodwin at an early hour and x>ro- 
ceediiig to my ('amp, i moved ten miles higher ux) the Gila and camx3ed 
for the night. Sumlay, October 30, a x>rivate of Captain Lent’s com¬ 
pany being taken vi^ry sick during the night, I sent him back to Fort 
Goodwill for medical ‘treatment. Tiaveling up the river about eight¬ 
een miles, 1 camped <ni a beautiful b<dtom covered with fine gi'ass. 
Three men belonging to Coinxmny H, First California Cavalry, failed to 
come into camp. At a late hour one returned and stated that he had 
taken the road to Fort Cummings by mistake and gone some distance 
out of the way. 

Monday, 0(‘tober 31, the grass being good and camp well sheltered, 
I determined to remain here" all day and rest my wearied animals, avS 
they certainly re(piired it, the move espinually as a long and hard joui*- 
ney was before them. The men missing yest(u*day failing to come ui3, 
I sent out x>arties in search, but no Irac'cs being found I concluded 
their absence Avas intentional and began to suspect they had deserted. 

Tixpsday, November 1, dedermining to remain one more day and give 
my stock the benefit of the excellent grass, also to search for the miss¬ 
ing men, sent iiarties out in difierent directioms, bat at sunset no traces 
had been found. It Avas quite e\i(lent they had followed the road to 
Fort Cummings, and their trail could not be distingnislied from others 
traveling in the same direction on the day they Avere first missed. 
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Wednesday, ^November 2, called about 3 a. in. by tbe officer of tlie 
day, wlio reported three men missing who had been relieved from guard 
at 2 a. m., and as tlieir saddles and blankets could not be found it was 
evident they had deserted. The night was very dark and immediate 
pursuit was out of tlie question. At •] sent out scouts to look 

Jbr the trail, and about 7.30 a. in. found they had gone toward the Fort 
Cummings road. Immediately ordered Lieutenant Samburn, one non¬ 
commissioned olhcer, and ten men to take the trail and pursue until he 
came up with them, but as they had stolen three of my best mules I 
had but little hopes of their caiiture. Awaited here all day to be pres¬ 
ent if Lieutenant Samburu should meet Avith unexpected success and 
return. 

Thursday, iJl'ovember 3, Lieutenant Samburn not returning, broke up 
camp at daylight and proceeded up the river to the mouth of the I>on- 
ita, crossing' the Gila several times on the way and entering the Gila 
Oahon. Camped for the night; distance traveled, about twelve miles. 

Friday, November 4, crossed the river at an early hour (fording very 
cold for the dismounted men) and ascending the mountain marched 
along an exceedingly rough trail, ovex high hills and deep ravines, 
which told heavily on the sto(*k, and for the first time on the scout was 
compelled to destroy a cavalry horse, which had failed entirely. It 
was a very Aveak and inferior horse, and I had expected to lose him in 
the earlier part of the expedition. Two old (piartermaster horses used 
by the pac'kers and herders also gaAT out, but were finally got into 
(*amp. The distance traveled was only tAvelve miles, yet it was of such 
a character as to be very fatiguing to men and animals. Camped at 
some Avater-holes about six miles distant from the Gila. Grazing 
good. * 

Saturday, November 5, marched at daylight and traveled about six 
miles in a northerly direction over a much better trail than that of 
yesterday, reaching the Eio Gila about two miles above the San Fran¬ 
cisco. The guide not seeming to be certain as to the trail from this 
point, but rather urging that I should traA^el higher up the canon and 
over the hill to the east side of the rh^er before making for the San 
Francisco, I pitched my camp and sent out spies and guides to the 
north, east, and west to search for a trail. In about two hours found 
a good trail leading to the north and nearly parallel with the San 
Francisco. 

Sunday, November C, marched at an early hour, and on reaching the 
top of the mountain, beheld the Eiver San Francisco, from its mouth to 
the mouth of the canon, miles away, although it may be properly called 
a canon the whole distance. Traveling over a ridge running parallel 
to the river, I at last descended and struck the river and crossed to 
the west side, but was soon compelled to cross and recross many times 
again before I reached camp, at a point which I denominated Aztec 
Fort, in consequence of the fortifications erected on the top of a bold 
and abrupt bluff commanding the entrance to the canon, this being 
the second one 1 had encountered on the march, the other was on the 
Eio Ancho, to the north of the Prieto. Considerable skill and knoAAd- 
edge of the science of attack and defense was evinced in their con¬ 
struction. Centuries may have elapsed since they Avere constru^ed, 
and unless thrown down by human hands they will stand for centuries 
to come. In crossing the river to-day an old, poor, and broken-down 
male mired down, and not being able to get him out, ordered him to be 
killed. Distance traveled, eighteen miles. 
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Monday, November 7, commeueed raiiiin^af before morning* and rained 
all day. Elver rising*, and impossible to move. 

Tuesday, Xovem])er S, rain <‘ontiiiued to tall. SiuTOunding hills 
and moantains covered with snow. Very cold and animals suderiiig 
much. 

Wednesday, November 9, rain having ceased, commenced the march 
up the river bottom, fording* twice. Found it so SAvollen and rapid I 
was compelled to strike out over the mountains and endeavor it pos¬ 
sible to make some progress by traveling [)araUel to the river. After 
a laborious and fatiguing march of only twelv(^ miles was compelled to 
strike the river again, and camped for the night in a small well-sheltered 
flat covered with good grass. 

Thursday, November 10, as the river was yet too higli to ford with 
safety and traveling over the mountains entirely out of the question, 
I w as comiielled to lie here all day. Found at this spot remains ot' 
an old camp and indications of considerable work done in gold dig¬ 
ging*. Someot my men, having recei\ed permission, sunk or rather 
opened up, one or two old holes and got a very good i)rospect of tine 
(liiality gold. I am of oxnnion that the pla(*er is very limited, however, 
and do not think it would jiay. One of my guides (Feliij])e Gonzales) 
informed me that Captain JShirlaud, with his comi)any of the First Cal¬ 
ifornia Cavalry, was here at one time, he (Gonzales) being vith him as 
guide. 

Friday, November 11, the river having fallen considerably, broke up 
camp at an early hour, and traveling ten miles higher u]) the river to 
a w'ell-sheltered and excellent spot for grazing, determined to leave the 
pack-train and cavalry horses with a part of the command, and taking 
cooked rations for sevei’al days to ])roceed on foot to the Sierra Blanca 
by way of the Eio Negrita and Azul. In one or both of these localities 
1 expected to find Indians if there were any in this section of country. 

Saturday, November 12, sent Captain Ayers with twenty-four men 
and live days^ (*ooked rations to the Negrita with instructions to scout 
along the river to its source, and endeavor if possible to And Indians, 
ne was also ordered to return at the expiration of that time to the 
camp, which would on that day be moved to the jun(*tion of the Azul 
and >San Francisco. Leaving Captain Lent in command of the camp, 
I proceeded with twenty-flve dismounted cavaliy (taking seven days’ 
cooked rations) to the mouth of the Azul, about seven miles distant, 
and following up that stream, cami)ed for the night, about fifteen 
miles from its jum^tion with the Sun Francisco. The whole canon is 
very deep and narrow and the river has to be crossed almost constantly. 
Weather and wa+er very cold, and shoes beginning to wear out. Found 
here indications of an old Indian camp, of a party probably tw^enty or 
thirty strong, having with them a goodly number of animals. It was 
too old, however, and too much rain had fallen upon the trail to permit 
of its being followed. 

Sunday, November 13, leaving camp before daylight I proceeded cau¬ 
tiously up the stream, crossing and recrovssing, expecting to find Indians 
or fresh signs certainly during the day. About 11 a. m. passed remains 
of an old rancheria, habited probably a year since. About 2 p. m. 
came upon the remains of another, apparently of the same age, also an 
old corral and some little fencing in a flat in the opening of the canon. 
Eesting here about an hour, followed on up the river, which had nar- 
ro'wed down very much, the water in many places rushing through anar< 
row gorge in the vsolid granite walls, cut by its action for ages. About 4 
o’clock turned up the mountain to the light of the river, following an 
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old Indian trail, and arriving at tlie suiuniit found layself upon the 
southeastern extremity of the Sierra Jllanca. Snow on all sides and 
weather very cold. My course now was very nearly east, and arriving 
at a clear running stream in the mesa about four miles Irom the ri\eis 
camped for the night. I had almost forgotten to add that the remains 
of an old camii, either trooi)s or citizens, was observable on the river a 
few hundred yards above the iioint at which I turned oh*. Very cold 
night; suowon all sides and water in canteens frozen. Distance traveled 
this day about eighteen miles. 

Monday, hTovember 14, marching as soon as it was light enough to 
see the trail, I traveled on over the mesa, which was rolling and liilly, 
intersected by many deep canons. About 12 m. overtook the spies aiid 
guides, who were awaiting me. The guide stated that if any Indians 
were in this se(*tion of country at all they would be ibund about four 
miles distant at a place called Itancheria Yieja, and as the approach 
appeared to be somewhat open, 1 sent forward the spies and guide 
with iiivstructions to meet me at a designated point, ami awaited until 
toward night before marching. At 4 p. m. moved on. 1 proi^eeded 
about four miles and met two of the spies awaiting with the informa¬ 
tion that no signs were discovered, and that the guide with the other 
spies had gone on to the San Francisco, distant about six miles. I 
therefore pro(*eeded on and arrived at the river about 8.30 p. m. and 
camped for tlie night. 

Tuesday, November 15, at daylight vsent spies up and down the river; 
also to the mountains east of the river about three miles distant. No 
signs were discovered except an old rancheria of eleven huts, occu])ied 
apparently during the summer. After the return of the spi(\s, about 
11 a. in., 1 passed on down the river, looking for signs and following 
ux) an old trail scarcely visible. I came upon another old ranclieria 
of ten or twelve huts, inhabited xwobably during the last winter. The 
land on and near the river here is very fine, and covered with excel¬ 
lent x>asture. No finer farming or stock ranch could be desired. Bot¬ 
tom land can be easily irrigated and the numerous beaver dams here 
already overflow quite a number of acres, ('rossing to the east side of 
the river, and striking for the range of mountains to the east, already 
alluded to, and whi(*h is approached by an elevated mesa, covered with 
liasture for countless herds, 1 x)assed in tlie direction of a deep gorge, 
which looked like a favorable locality for Indians. Arriving hero and 
descending into the cafion, which was very deep, I found traces of 
Indians about one mouth old. It being now very late, I camped for 
the night. Distance traveled about ten miles. 

Wednesday, November Ifl, passing down this canon I found a trail 
of Indians made immediately after a rain, which might be two weeks 
and might be two months old. Followed it up and turning into a side 
canon on the left, found quite a number of horse and mule tracks inter¬ 
mingled with moccasin tracks. This side canon was filled up with trees, 
stumps, and dense chapnrralj and gave me infinite toil to force my 
way through. At last came upon a temporary i*ancheria, which ax)- 
peared to have hoeu inhabited but a few days, and solely for the xmr- 
pose of concealment. It was not visible fifty yards distant. I ascended 
the canon as high as x'x^ssible and then proceeded to the top of the 
mountain, or mesa, which it proved to be, followed up to the mountain 
itself, but found no further signs. Snow began to fall and the cold 
was intense, and when I turned to retrace my steps 1 found it necessary 
to be expeditious to avoid miujh sufiering. Descending to the cafiou 
where the trail was first struck, 1 proceeded as raxiidly as possible (rain 
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falling in the meantime, although it vsSlh snowing above). After a 
toilsome and laborious inarch arrived at a point on the San Francisco 
Iliver known as tlie Travesilla and camped for the night. Distance 
traveled, lifteen miles. Having but two dayvS^ rations left, and being 
satislied that there were no Indians in this section of country, I deter¬ 
mined to march in the morning for El Tenaje, the point at which I had 
directed Captain Ayei-s to meet me. 

Thursday, November 17, marched at an early hour for tlie Tenaje, 
six miles vest of Fort West, and traveling over the ]>est trail I had 
seen in the country, arrived about 3 p. m.; distance* traA^eled, twenty- 
three miles. 

Friday, November 10, waked up to lind the ground and my blankets 
covered with snow. Eations Aery short, but fortunately one of the 
men had kilh*d tAvo antelo])es the cA'ening befoie. ('ontinuedto snow 
until about 2 ]). m., Avhen I moAX^d tA\o miles farther down the creek to 
])rocure a better vsupply of fuel. About o p. m. Captain Ayers came up 
Avith the rest of the command. Men and animals AX‘ry luuch fatigued 
from the long day’s march thioiigh the suoav. Learned that he Avas 
unable to leaA^e his cam]) that morning until 1) a. m., in consequence of 
the hea\"y snow-storm. Captain Ayers re]>orted that one of the pack¬ 
er’s horses, a large but weak animal, liad in (‘limbing up the inoiiiitaiii 
fallen backAvard and been killed. SeA’eral others had been left back 
on the road unable to proceed farther. 

Saturday, NoA^ember 20, aAA'aiting the arrival of the horses left on 
the road yesterday, I did not break u]) camp until 2 i). m., when I 
proceeded to Fort West, distant six miles, and occupying the quarters 
not yet destroyed by the tire, Avhich had burned down a large iiortiou 
of tliem, I i)assed the most comfortable night since leuAung Fort Good- 
Avin. Fort West is beautifully located, and the country round about 
admirably adapted for farming and vsbwk raising, the feicilities for irri¬ 
gation b(‘ing excellent. It is truly cause for sad reflection to see so 
many thousand acres of fine land scattered tliroughoiit this x)ortion of 
Arizona uninhabited, luicultiATited, unused, in consecpieuce of the dep¬ 
redations of a few thieAung, roAung, murdering Apaches, who are too 
Aveak to attack or tight but strong enough to st(‘al and assassinate. 

Sunday, NoA^einber 21, liaAdng missing horse and mule shoes replaced 
during the forenoon, left Fort West at 12 m., and traA^eling about 
tAvelve miles oA^er a line wagon road, camped at Santa Lucia for the 
night. ’ Water and grass plenty, but wood scarce. 

Monday, November 22, marching at 6 a. m. OA^er the excellent wagon 
road for the greater part of the distance, arrived at San Vincente 
about 3 ]). m. Very cold, but fortunately plenty of fuel. 

Tuesday, November 23, marching at sunrise I took an escort and x>ro- 
ceeded by Avay of Pino Alto, whi(*h T found to be a miserable little place, 
a few persons only remaining here, for what purpose a casual obseiwer 
(ianiiot tell. 1 was much disappointed, as I had expected to And con¬ 
siderable of a mining toAvn. No mining whateA^er appears to be done 
here at present. Eeniaining here but a short time, I timned back 
toward the copper mine, aud, shortly oA^ertaking my command, I pro¬ 
ceeded to that point, where I arrived after sunset, haAiiig traveled 
about twenty-one miles. It was reported shortly after camping that 
two men belonging to the cavalry detachment had fallen behind, their 
horses becoming tired, and that probably they Avould not come in until 
morning. 

WeduevSday, November 24, directing Captain Ayers to send back for 
the men missing yesterday, who were supposed to be not more than 
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two miles from the cam]), and to march ]eism*ely for Fort McEae, via 
Mule Spring, La (Jieuega, and Eio do los Animas, I proceeded in 
advance and arrived at that ])ost about 9 p. m. of the iJdth ultimo, and 
eagerly partook of the generous hospitalities ot Major Willis, the post 
commander. 

Saturday, November 27, arrived at Fort Craig and terminated the 
exi)edition, which has been barren of any other result than the deter¬ 
mination of the non-habitation of the Sieira Blanca country by the 
Indians at this season of tlie year. 1 do not think there were ever over 
100 Indians altogether throughout the section of the country lying 
between the Sierra Blanca on the north, the San Cailos on the west, 
and the Gila and San Francisco on the south and east. No tracks or 
trails of Indians or animals throughout the vhole section, except 
between the Prieta and Sierra BJan<*a, wheie not exceeding 100 at the 
most might probably be found. It is entirely too cold for a winter resi¬ 
dence, and were it not, hunger would drive them to the Bio Grande or 
Sonora. 

The officers and enlisted men of my command aie entitled to much 
credit for their cheerfulness under hardships and eagerness to find a foe. 
The enlisted men vied with each other in creditable efforts to attract 
the attention of their offieei‘S, although traveling by day and by night, 
early and late, in rain and snow storms, and through the mud and mire, 
most of the time Avith cold food, at times Avith none at all, yet they were 
ever i eady to olxy all orders with cheerfulness and alacrity. Company 
II, of my own regiment, under Lieutenant Samburn, although but a few 
months in the department, proATd themselves to be ex(*ellent soldiers, 
and may be relied upon in any emergency. The condu(*t of Orderly- 
Sergeant Chambers, of that company, is i)aiticulai*ly deserving of com 
mendation. Captain Ayers’ detaehineut were mostly veterans, and 
maintained the reputation already aeciuiied. Captain Lent’s company 
have been but leeently mustered into the sevvi(*e, but behaA^ed them¬ 
selves well. On my arrival at this post I found Lieutenant Samburn 
already arrived, and his repoit, forwarded t<) de])artment headquarters, 
speaks for itself. Tlie prisoners taken 1 will forward to Los Pinos at 
the earliest pra(*ticuble moment. 

I haA^e the honor to be, very respeetfiilly, your obedient servant, 

OSCAE M. BEOWN, 

Colond Firaf Cavalry^ Vallforuia VoluntecrH, Cunumhin: 

Oa])t. Benjamin C. CiTTLEK, 

Abst, Adjt Gcn,^ l)ei)i. of Few jl/cj*/co, ASVndx Fi\ N, Mca, 


OGTOBEE 2-8, 1864.—Expeditions to the Amite River, New River, and 

Bayou Manchac, La. 

Report of Lieut, CoL Thomas Logan^ One hundred and eighteenth Illi¬ 
nois Infantry [mounted), 

Head(^uarteks IISth Iliunois Mounted Infantuy, 

Hermitage Planiation, La,^ October <S’, Wfj4, 
Captain: In <*omp]ianee with orders I liaA^e the honor to report that 
during the past week I have made two expeditions to Amite EiA^er and 
Bayou Manehac, two others to New Eiv<T only. The eoast has been 
patrolled for ten miles above this place and six miles beloAv daily In 
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addition to the ordinary picket duty, I have had stationed at Soiitlwood 
plantation twenty-five men tbiirni^>hts and three days in the past week, 
and notwithstanding- my continual eifbitvS to ^ive the plantation pro¬ 
tection, the Confederates or jayliawkers made a raid on the ])lace, cap¬ 
turing 2 horses, 2 mules, about ^:5l,000 worth of goods and supplies, 
yesterday morning. There are twenty-five men there now, and for the 
])reseiit I shall endeavor to keep a guard on the plantation. I cap- 
tuied 3 ])risouers during the neek and sent them to JSTew Orleans as 
oidei’ed. 1 inclose receipt for tliem. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TII08. LOGAX, 

JAeuf, Col., Comdg, Regf. and Fo}'ces ojgiwAtt DonaJdsonvUIe, 
Oapt. T. W. IluusT, 

A. A. A, G.j Firnf Brig.^ Cavalry Baton Bouge^ La, 


OCTOBER 3-6, 1864.—Expedition from Morganza to Bayou Sara, La., and 

skirmishes. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Michael K. Lawler^ V. 8. Army.^ 

Headquarters U. S. Forces, 

Morganza^ La.^ October 6^ 1864. 

Mator : I have the honor to report for the information of the general 
conimauding that on the 3d of October, in accordance with the request 
of Maior-General Dana, commanding District of Vicksbiu-g, I dispatched 
Col. J, J. Guppey, Twenty-third Wisconsin Volunteers, in charge of an 
expedition to Bayou Sara, with instructions to demonstrate toward 
WoodviUe and Clinton in favor of a force which was to be started on 
the same day by General Dana fr'om Fort Adams to WoodviUe. Colonel 
Guppey’s command consisted of three regiments of his own brigade at 
this place, 500 cavalry under Colonel Hajmes, and two sections of artil¬ 
lery. Establishing his headquarters at Saint Francisville, the colonel 
pushed out strong parties toward WoodviUe and Clinton, meeting the 
enemy in some force on both roads, but they fell back rapidly before 
our advance and could not be brought to fight. On the 4th a farther 
advance was made with like result. On the 5th, having complied with 
his instrn(*tions, the colonel withdrew his command to Bayou Sara, em- 
baiked and returned to this place in good condition, bringing with him 
() privsoners. Nothing was vseeu or heard of the force which was to have 
been sent from Fort Adams, and I have since been informed by Major- 
General Dana tliat the troops to compose the expedition did not anive 
at Natchez, being delayed by an engagement with the enemy in the 
vicinity ol'Port Gibson.” He expected that they would arrive at and 
depart from Fort Adams about one day later than that appointed. I 
have not judged it expedient under the circumstances to I'eturn Colonel 
Guppey or any portion of his command to Saint Francisyille. Major 
Cameron with 150 men of the Second New York Cavalry went down 
the river to West Baton Rouge on the 3d instant as an escort to tele- 
gi‘aph repairers. He returned the evening of the 5th with 8 ])risoners, 
three of them soldiers and five suspicious characters supposed to be 
smugglers. 


^ See alfeo Vol. XXXIX, V<ivt I, p. 828, 
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Colonel Dye holds Simsport with his coiiimand; has crossed the 
Atehafalaya witli a ])ortion of his force and has taken np the enemy’s 
camp on the opposite side and driven them without loss to himself 
beyond Yellow Bayou. He does not estimate their force in that vicin¬ 
ity alto|[>*ether at more than 200, and thinks they have but a small 
force between this and Alexandria. Both sides of the river are also m 
our possession at Morgan’s Ferry. Tlie troops at that imint are under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Baldwin, Eighty-third Ohio Vol 
unteers. This detaeliinent and that at Simsport have ten days’ 
l ations and will be continued in their occupation of these places for tlie 
present unless I am otherwise ordered Iry the inajor-general (‘oinmand- 
ing. They can be brought into camp at any time inside of twenty-four 
hours. 

I aim sir, very respecttully, your obedient servant, 

M. JK. LAWLER, 
Brkjadier-GeneMl 

Maj. 8. C. Farrington, 

Acig. Adjt Gen,^ KhieteentJi Corps^ JS'cw Orleans, La, 


OCTOBER 5-9,1864.—Expedition from Baton Rouge to Clinton, Greensburg, 
Osyka, and Camp Moore, La. 

No. 1.—ltin(*raiy of llie Depurlmcut of tbe Gulf, Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Ilurlbut, U. 
S. Army, commanding. 

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Albert L. Leo, IT. S. Aimj, commanding Cavalry Division 

No. 1. 

Itinerary of the Department of the Gulf Moj, Gen, titephen A, Hurlbut^ 
U, S, Army, commanding,^ 

October 5, —Brigadier-General Lee, with a command of 1,000 cav¬ 
alry, started from this place, visiting Clinton, Greenburg, Osyka, and 
Camp Moore, during which time he captured the fdlowing: 1 lieuten¬ 
ant-colonel, 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, and 4-7 enlisted men. At Camp 
Moore the garrison wavS driven out and the flag captured; also 200 
horses and mules. The caini) was desolated, and 4,000 pounds of bacon, 
12 barrels whisky, 100 dozen boots and shoes, a large amount of Con¬ 
federate clothing and gray cloth, 2,000 pounds salt, and 2,000 sides of 
leather destroyed. 

The command returned on the 0th instant. The command lost dur-^ 
ing the scout 1 man missing. The Cavalry Division report during tbe 
month the following captures of prisoners: 1 lieutenant-colonel, 2 cap¬ 
tains, 4 lieuteiTants, and 49 enlisted men, besides the capture of men 
engaged in contraband trade with the enemy, together with a consid¬ 
erable amount of contraband goods, which captures have been promptly 
reported to the provost-marshal-general Department of the Gulf. 

First Lieut. John O. Massey, Eleventh New York Cavalry, was (‘ap- 
tured by the enemy October 23 while on scout within the enemy’s 
lines, he having straggled from the command. 


^ See also Vol. XXXIX, Part I, p. 828. 
t From montbly return. 
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ISTo. 2. 

BeporU of Brig. Gen. Albert L. Lce^ U. 

Di vision. 


/V. Arnig^ commanding Cavalry 


Baton Eouge, La., October 9, 1864. 

(Eeeeived 1.20 p. in.) 

General: I am just returned; captured a lieutenant-colonel, cap- 
tain, 2 lieutenants, and 43 enlisted men. At Greensburg burned a 
tannery and 2,000 sides of Confederate leatber; at Osyka desti‘oyed 
4,000 pounds of bacon, 12 barrels of irbisky, 100 dozen boots and shoes, 
and large quantity of corn and meal; also caiitured the telegraph 
operator and many important dispatches; destroyed Camp Moore and 
large amount of clothing and gray cloth; captured 200 head of horses 
and mules. Our stock is in good condition. Endless niggers have 
followed us in. 

Yours, resiiectfully, 

A. L. LEE, 
Brigadier-General. 

Brigadier-General Davidson, 

Chief of Cavalry. 


IlEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, 

Baton Roxige^ La.j October If 1864. 

General: In obedience to orders I marched out on the Greenville 
"‘-nxd at 0 x). m. 5th instant, with 1,000 cavalry and three pieces 
!■ j. The command was formed as follows: Col. John G. Fonda, 

One hundred and cighteentli Illinois Mounted Infantry, commanded 
the available force of the Eleventh New York and Fourth Wisconsin 
Cavalry; Lieut. Col. B. F. Marsh, jr., Second Illinois Cavalry, his regi¬ 
ment; Maj. B. Montgomery, Sixth* Missouri ('avalry, a detachment of 
that regiment; Maj. N. F. Craigue, Fourth Wisconsin Cavalry, a 
X)icked force of 100 men taken from the whole command, and ^iniformed 
to deceive the enemy; Second Lieut. E. L. Hackett, First Wisconsin 
Battery, one gnin of liis battery and two mountain howitzers detached 
from Sixth Missouri Cavalry. Marching rapidly, Avith only the rests 
absolutely needed, my main force Avas at the Cheney pla(‘e, on the west 
side of the Amite Eiver, live miles beyond Williams’ Bridge, thirty-six 
miles from Baton Bouge, and ten miles from Clinton, La., by daybreak. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Marsh, placed in command of his regiment and 
Major CraigTic’s scouts, i)ushed rapidly forward to Cbntoii, and entered 
that town Avithout opi)osition at 7 a. m. The Eleventh New York Cav¬ 
alry, Maj. S. F. Eemington commanding, followed to a point two miles 
from Clinton to support Colonel Marsh. The scouts under Major Craigue 
had the advance in entering Clinton. The management there Avas so 
clever that only tAvo or three of the enemy in the town escaiied. Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Pinkney, Eighth Louisiana Battalion [Artillery], for¬ 
merly an officer in the IT. 8. Navy, and nineteen enhsted men of various 
commands, Avere captured. During daylight, 6th instant, the command 
rested. At 6 p. m. Major Montgomery, with 100 ihcked men, left camp, 
crossed the Amite Eiver at Williams’ Bridge, and reaching Greensburg, 
twenty miles distant, rested tAvo hours, and then pushed on to Osyka, 
Miss., a station on the New Orleans and Jackson railroad, twenty miles 
farther, reaching there early in the morning. He did not deem it adAds- 
able to go farther, as there appeared to be nothing to gain without 
56 R R—VOL XLI, PT I 
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reaching Suminitj twenty iniles beyond, and a force of tlie enemy, esti¬ 
mated at 1,200, and constantly increasing, was at that place. He 
returned to Greensburg, joining me there at night. He (*aptured 10 
prisoners, destroyed 4,000 pounds bacon, 12 barrels whisky, 100 dozen 
boots and shoes, and a large quantity of corn and meal. He also cap¬ 
tured the telegraph operator and imi)ortan t dispatches. Tln^ movemen t 
was a complete sur])rise. In the morning of the 7th, instructing Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Marsh to withdraw from Clinton and follow me with his 
command, I marched with the force in camp at Cheney’s, whi(‘h the 
Eleventh New York had joined from near (hinton, across Williams’ 
Bridge to Greensburg. Colonel JMarsh halted seven miles out. 

From Greensburg 1 sent out various scouting parties. Colonel Fonda 
with 100 men dashed into Camp Moore, ten miles distant, from which 
the conscripts were fleeing, but captured only 2 men, darkness and 
dense woods enabling the forty or fifty there to olinhi our force. Col¬ 
onel Fonda, however, destroyed everything ot* value about the camp, 
captured a rebel garrison flag, and a large amount of clothing and gi‘ay 
cloth. A herd of cattle, estimated at 500 head, (*ollected for rebel use, 
was found and the cattle dispersed. One party destroyed an extensive 
tannery, 2,000 sides of leather, many hides, and a large supply of other 
material. Lieutenant Cummins, acting assistant quartermaster, Second 
Brigade, reports the destruction thorough. A captain, 2 lieutenants, 
and a few enlisted men were taken in and near the town. The next 
day, 8th, detaching Major Craigue’s scouts at Williams’ Bridge, with 
instructions to scout below oii the other side of the Amite and then 
return to camp by another road, I moved toward Baton Eouge, arriv¬ 
ing, after an easy inarch, on the afternoon of the 0th. At Williams’ 
Bridge I found Colonel Bassford, Fomteonth New York Cavalry, who 
had left Baton Rouge to re-enforce me with 200 men. The total of 
prisoners captured during the expedition was 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 
captain, 2 lieutenants, and 47 enlisted men. Over 200 head of horses 
and mules were captured. Our loss was but 1 man missing. Two of 
the enemy are knovm to have been killed ami 5 wounded. Major 
Craigiie returned to cami) Sunday night, 9th. He destroyed 200 sacks 
of salt of 10 pounds weight each. A citizen followed his party, firing 
into it from the bushes, and killed 1 man and wounded 1 lieutenant and 
1 man of his command. The guerrilla could not ho taken. The (*ouii- 
try through which we passed was generally a ])ine wood with sparse 
idautatioiis. About every plantation raises a small cotton and con¬ 
siderable corn crop. The roads were not excellent, but may be termed 
good and sufficient for inilitary imrpqses; they have not been repaired 
evidently for a long time; even after rains they can be used. The 
Coinite River has good fords, hard bottom, ])assablo foi* all transporta¬ 
tion, except soon after heavy rains. The Amite River has good bridges 
and is at places fordable; banks are usually high. The country suffi¬ 
ciently abounds in cattle and hogs for the subsistence of any moving 
force. In brief, it may be termed a poor country, but 5,000 cavalry 
could subsist themselves without grave difficulty in moving through it. 

I send herewith the garrison flag of Camp Moore captured by the 
detachment under Colonel Fonda. My thanks are du(‘ Colonel Fonda, 
Lieutenant Colonel Marsh, and Majors Montgomery, Craiguo, and Rem¬ 
ington for efficiency and gallantry. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. L. LEE, 

Brigadier- General, 

Brig. Gen. J. W. Davidson, 

Chief of Cavalry^ MiVitarij Division of West Mmissippi, 
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SKIRMISH NEAR VALLEY STATION, COLO. TER. 
ADDUNDA . 

Oeeioe Chile of Cavalry, Mil. Div. of West Miss., 

JVnc Orleans^ October lo, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. A. L. Lee, 

Commanding Camdry Dirhitm^ Baton Bongo: 

General: Your re])ort of tli<‘ oixTations at Greensimvg, Osyka, and 
Camp Moore, bavS been re<*eived, as also the rebel garrison flag cap¬ 
tured at the latter place. 1 am directed by General Canby, command¬ 
ing this military divivsion, to thank you and the brave officers and 
vsoldievs under your command, in his name, for the handsome manner 
in which your movement was executed, and the successful rcvsults ob¬ 
tained. Tills enterprise, contemporaneous with those from Vicksburg 
and Bayou Sara, destroyed many supidies destined for the rebel troops 
ordered to cross the Mississippi, and seriously injured their movement. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

J, W. DAVIDSOF, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Cavalry. 


OCTOBER 9, 1864.—Scout in Saint Francois County, Mo., with skirmishes. 

Eoi)ort of Brig, Gen. 3Iadi8on Millerj Enrolled M'monri Militia. 

Headquarters Third Sub-District, 

In Field, October 9, 1864 — 9.50 a. m. 

Colonel: A scout under Major Montgomery retiumed last evening 
to De Soto from a scout in Baiiit Francois County, broke up a rebd 

camp of 300 under the guerrilla chiefs Dick Berryman and Sam-, 

and killing 21, capturing 1. Can you send me a map of my district? 
I want one very much. 

MADISOIsr MILLED, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Col. J. V. Du Bois, 

Chief of Htaff. 


OCTOBER 10, 1864.—Skirmish near Valley Station, Colo. Ter. 

Reimrt of Col. John 21. Ckivington, First Colorado Cavalry. 

Headquarters District of Colorado, 

Denver, October 10, 1864. 

Captain Nichols, Third Colorado Volunteer Cavalry, surprised and 
killed 10 Indians, Oheyenues; captured 11 ponies and 1 mule this morn¬ 
ing near Valley Station. We will clean them out of country between 

Platte and Arkansas directly. . 

J. M. ('HIYINCTON, 
Colonel, Commaiiding District 

Maj. Cen. S. 11. Curtis, 

Dej^artment of Kansas, Fort Leammorth. 



884 


LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


[Chap. LHI. 


OCTOBER 10-12, 1864.—Scout in Pemiscot County, Mo. 

Report of Capt. Jnmc^H W. Rcbcards, Heeoml Missouri State jUilitia 

Cavalry. 


New Madrid, Mo., Octohr 12, it^GL 
Colonel; I scuta scout of forty men iimlcv Ca])tain Vincent and 
Lieutenant Davis down in Pemiscot County Monday morning*. They 
returned this evening*, liaving' scouted all ovei* the (*ounty. They ran 
onto Bulge Powell and six men about four miles below CaiTithcrsville, 
killed 2 of them and wounded Bulge, but he made his escape. The 
others wen^ last heard of leading Bulge’s horse. Tie is (*ertainly 
wounded, and ])crhaps killed, as he was seen to reel and was dis¬ 
mounted, but as only the advance got a chance at tliein he escaped. 
Bulge shot George B. Boss through tbe leg below the knee, but it is not 
serious. Tliey captured 4 horses and 1 mule belonging to Bulge, 
also his company roll-book containing fifty-five nanuss. Lieutenant 
Davis says lie had three good shots at him and is sure he hit him. 
They could hear of no other force in that part of the country. Another 
scout sent u]) the river under Orderly Sergeant Keese(*k(n- have just 
returned. They captured 5 barrels of salt at the foot of Wolf Island, 
buried in the sand, and was su])posed to be there for the purpovse of 
being vsmuggled into Kentucky. This time they did not find anybody 
that deserved killing, and found the country clear of guerrillas for the 
first time. 


Colonel Hiller. 

Commanding SuhMistrivt, 


J. W. EDWABDS, 
Captain, Commanding. 


Cape Girardeau, 


OCTOBER 11, 1864.—^Attack on the steamer Resolute, on the White River, 

near Clarendon, Ark. 

Reyort of Brig. Gen. Christopher C. Andretvs, U. S. Army, commanding 
Second Division, Seventh Army Corps. 

OOTOBER 12,1804—12.30 p. m. 

Captain: The steamer Resolute, towing two barges, was fired into 
li‘om east bank of White River, twelve miles ahovo Clarendon, at 8 
o’clock last night. Four men wounded; 1 mortally. 

0. (). ANDREWS, 
Brigadier’ Genera /, Com man ding. 

Capt. C. H. Dyer, Little Roch 


OCTOBER 13-20, 1864.—Operations against Indians near Port Belknap, 
Tex., with skirmish (13th) on Elm Creek, Tex. 

KEIPORTIS. 

No. 1.—Col. Janies Bonrland, Border Regiment Texas Cavalry. 

No. 2.—Lieut. N. Carbou, Border Regiment Texas Cavalry. 

No. 1. 

Reports of Col. James Bonrland, Border Regiment Texas Cavalry. 

Headquarters Border Reghment, 

Gainesville, Tex., October 20, ISGi. 

Colonel : Inclosed please find a letter from Lieutenant Carson, 
reporting the Jate Indian raid on the Brazos, sixteen miles above Port 
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Belknap. I leavii from one of the men who was in the light that the 
Indians struck the settlement six miles below tliei]* camps and killed 
several families. The Indians attacked five men in a house, but left 
when they heard the firing ol* the guns of Lieutenant Carson’s men, 
who were then attacking the main body. He also states they discov¬ 
ered a white man in their front. The Indians left in a northwest direc¬ 
tion. The courier states that about 200 or 300 men followed their trail, 
though the Indians were one clay ahead of the foremovst party and I 
am fearful they are too far behind to overtake them as the Indians are 
well mounted. They will no doubt strike at some other point. 

I am, (^olouel, most respectfullv, your obedient servant, 

J.OIES BOUELAND, 
Colonel^ Commanding Bonder Begiment 

Col. Georce II. Sweet, 

C h m m and in g Xo rth M uh-J) inir i Bo n li a m , Tex. 


Headquarters Border PtEoiMENT, 

Gainesville^ Tex., Octohcr IShf. 

Colonel: Since I wi'ote yon there has been no further news from 
Fort Belknap in regard to the Indian invasion on that portion ot‘ our 
frontier. Lieutenant Brown having gotten his information from a citi- 
izen in relation to the number and (lejn’cclations being committed by 
the Indians, J am disposed to believe he has ])een wrongfully informed, 
or T would have gotten otlnu* news before this. If an}i:hing should 
tin*n up indicative of a heavy raid, I will notify you immediately. 

[ am, with respe(d, your most obedient servant, 

JAS. BOURLAKD, 
Colonel, Commanding Begiment. 

Col. G. H. Sweet, 

Commanding Xoy'tli HidhDisfrict, Bonham, Tex, 


m. >. 

Beport of Lievt, X, Carson, Border Begiment Texas Cavalry, 

Fort Belknap, October 10, If^OB 

Colonel: Tbe Indians came into tlie settlements on Elm on the 
13th. I was camped thirteen miles west of Belknap. Fields and J. 
Jones charged two Indians and cut them oil* from their horses, and 
judging from their maneuvers there were more Indians near. J. Jones 
came two miles to camp to get assistance. I took fourteen men and 
started in pursuit, leaving six men in camp. When 1 reachcnl a high 
point I discov(u*ed the two, and ran them some one mile and a half 
into Elm Flats, where I discovered a large body ol* some 300, formed 
in a semi(*ir(de and most con<*ealed within fifty yards of mo. 

While I w’as forming my nnm in line the Indians w’^ere advancing 
and firing on me. i ordered my men to fall back some 100 yards to 
gain a better position, in slow^ order, to save the men that were on w^eak 
Horses, lighting them from one ])osition to another until 5 of iny brave 
men were killed. I rei^eived two flesh wounds. We killed some 7 or 8 
Indians from the saddles and sign, and seeing a number fall. The 
retreat w^as (‘onliuued some one-quarter of a mile to McCoy’s house, 
where twu women were taken Ixliind the men, and I gathered my men 



886 


LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


[Chap. LIIL 


and liorses that wre a^^oainp and crossed over to Fort Murray, one 
mile and a ball*. The Indians followed in hot pursuit, came up to 
McCoy^s house, destroyed and carried oft everything* that was in 
it, then advanced on the camp, which was half a mile from the 
house. They took all the tents, blankets, and clothing that were left 
in camp, breaking ux) and destroying all the vessels belonging to the 
company, the boys saving but little of their clothing, and the most of 
them are How entirely destitute, having nothing left them, except what 
is on their backs. The names of the men killed are: J. Jones, Private 
Henry Snodgnass, Eobert Neathrey, J. G. Walker, and Erastus Blue. 
These men fell fighting bravely, disiniting, inch by in(‘h, until shot from 
their horses, and yielded only with their lives. Samuel Brisoii’s [horse] 
was shot hom Tinder him and lost. Henry McGuire’s horse was 
wounded. J. Wallis’, George Wimberley’s, and my horse were slightly 
wounded. J. Buckingham was thrown from his horse, but made his 
escape to Fort Murray. Fields was shot through his ])antaloons with 
arrow across the thigh, grazing the skin. My men were cool, and acted 
with unexampled bravery. As far as I have been able to gain infor¬ 
mation, there has been 11 citizens killed, 7 women and children carried 
oft*, eleven houses robbed. It is estimated that there were 350 or 400 
on the raid. Mr. Pealer, a citizen of Fort Alurray, got on the top of his 
house with his spy-glass, counted 250 x)assing over the flats and by oiu' 
camp, while another party passed north of the fort with a herd of 
horses. The Indians captured 2 of my mules. They were some one- 
half mile from camp and had no time to get them. 

Yours, respectfully, 

NT. CAIISOI^, 

Second Lieut.^ Commanding Company I>, Border Begiment. 
Colonel Bourland. 


OGTOBEE 13-21, 1864.—Scout ia the Sacramento Mountains, MT. Mex. 

Report of Capt Francis McCahe^ First New Mexico Cavalry.^ 

(jAMP NEAR TuLAROSA, NT. MeX., 

Octoher 186L 

Captain: I have the honor to report that I left this camp on the 
13th instant on a scout in the Sacramento Mountains. My command 
consiwsted of detachments of Company B, Fifth Regular Infantry,- Com¬ 
pany A, Firvst RTew Mexico Cavalry, and Company L, First New Mex¬ 
ico Cavalry, seventy-four men in all, twenty-one of the latter being 
mounted. Asst. Surg. L. W. Hayes, Fifth Infantry (Jalifornia Volun¬ 
teers, accompanied the command, and First Lieiit. Franklin Cook, 
Fifth TJ. S. Infanti*y, being unwell, remained at this cainij. Having 
only re(^eived ten days’ rations from Fort Stanton instead of a month’s 
supply, which 1 required, I was unable to visit the Guadalupe Moun¬ 
tains as I had intended, but I determined to enter the Sacramento 
Mountains again and examine th(‘ country in tli»e vicinity of the differ¬ 
ent canons or passes leading therefrom. Of the canons by which these 
mountains are accessible from the dcvsei't 1 chose the Hefiora de la 
Luz, because its ascent is less steep and difficult than the others, and 
on account of the fine pasture on the lainks of the stream flowing 

also reforener^ to tliia scout, p. 210, 
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through it, and which bears the same name. Indeed, my horses and 
pack animals, being much worn by the hardships of a campaign of sev¬ 
enty days, could not endure the fatigue of climbing the almost inacces¬ 
sible passes of Oahons Perro and Alamo, and if they did, they w’ould 
be untit to travel after reaching the top of the mountain. After two 
days’ steady marching I reached the suininit, and xiassing on encanix^ed 
a few miles in the interior at a fine stream of water dowing through a 
beautiful glen and surrounded on all sides by sloping hills covered 
with magnificent trees. I left camp next day, pursuing one of the 
paths or trails by which the Apaches traversed these mountains in 
past years, and passing through a country similar to that described in 
my last report. Ko Indian sign was discovered, and on the fifth day 
snow commenced falling, which continued without intermission until 
the morning of the 7th. when it assumed the character of a severe 
storm. A very hard frost set in at the same time and the snow com¬ 
pletely obliterated the old trails. One of my men had both feet frozen, 
but by timely attention and snow friction he escai)ed the consequences 
usually resulting from such a ease. The same day I x)rei)ared to de¬ 
scend the mountain in a direction north of Alamo Canon, and succeeded 
with great didiculty in reaching a plateau several hundred feet below 
where I encam])ed, enjoying the pleasing contrast of an open and 
sunny sky. Leaving this encampment I marched still downward and 
encamx)ed near the opening of Canon Luz on the 20th, and I reached 
this camx) on the 21st. During the continuance of the scout I daily 
detached a i^arty of dismounted cavahy after the mai‘ch was over, with 
instructions to examine the country for several miles around, so that I 
am safe in my conclusion that the Apaches have left the Sacramento 
Mountains and fled for shelter and concealment to the dark and intri¬ 
cate canons of the Giiadalux)e Eange, where they will probably remain 
until necessity compels them to attempt another raid. I think their 
next irrui)ti()n will be through one of the x>asses fronting the Fort 
Stanton and Franklin road, and in such an event a full company of 
cavalry stationed at this place and watching their movements would 
be able to mount i^romxjtly and cut them oft before they could be able 
to re-enter the mountains. In my judgment they can be caught and 
punished in this manner more effectually than in any other. During 
my marches through the Sacramento Eange I counted hundreds of 
lodges i)erched on its pleasant hills and groux)ed amongst its lovely 
valleys, the former occui^auts having been removed to the reservation 
at Bosque Eedondo. Piles of whitened skulls and bones of slaugh¬ 
tered horses, sheep, and oxen, still mark the vicinity of these old en- 
camx)ments, forci])ly recalling the predatory habits of this tribe, and 
suggestive of the wisdom of the policy which resulted in their removal 
from the land forever. On reaching this camp I for the first time 
received the orders of the general commanding department recalling 
me to my prox)er post for the present. I leave this place to-day en 
route for Fort Sumner, N. Mex. 

During my operations against the Apaches since August G the con¬ 
duct of the troops under my command has been deserving of the high¬ 
est praise, and the liardships they cheerfully and patiently endured 
were of no ordinary character. 

Very i‘esx)ectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEANOIS McOABB, 

(Japtain^ First Xew Mexico Cavalry^ Commanding. 

Cai>t. Benjamin 0. Cutler, 

Asst. Adjt, Oen., Hdqrs. Ihpi. of A. Mex., Santa Fe^ A. Mex. 
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OCTOBER 14, 1864.—Attack on Danville, Mo. 


Report of Mr. S. A, Thompson. 


Warrenton, Mo., October ^7^ 1864. 

I beg' leave to report that on the 14th a band of bushwhackers came 
to Danville, Montgomery County, and burned the business part of the 
town. They killed 5 citizens and wounded 1. The post-ofiSce at Dan¬ 
ville was burned and all pertaining thereto. They kill all men tliey get 
hold of who have been in the U. S. Army. I have been in the U. IS. 
Army, and am now postmaster at Danville, and am trying to re estab¬ 
lish said post-office, but cannot do so without military protection, and 
as i)ostmaster I respectfully but earnestly ask that a company of sol¬ 
diers be sent there to Danville, so that 1 can return and attend to my 
official duties without being brutally murdered. 

Respectfully, &c., 

S. A. THOMPSON, 
Postmaster^ Danville^ Mo. 


Maj. Gen. W. S. Rosecranis, 

Commanding Missouri. 


References: General 0. B. Fisk, Col. T. ('. Fletcher, Col, D. P. Dyer. 


OCTOBER 14, 1864.—Skirmish at the Boca Chica Pass, Tex. 

Report of Col. Henry M. Day., Kinety-frst llUnots Infantry. 

Headquarters U. S. Forces, 

Brazos Santiago., Tex.., October ^1, ISGi. 

Major: I have the honor to submit the following report of affairs 
in my command: 

On the 14th instant the enemy presented themselves at ray front 
about one mile from the fortifi<*ations at Boca Chica Pass, fifty iii num¬ 
ber. After sending them a few shots with one of my 20-pounders they 
fled in confusion. Four of their men were disinounted. The extent of 
damage done to them I am unable to state. With the above exception, 
all has been quiet. A Mexican officer who arrived hei*e Irom Browns¬ 
ville the 18th instant informed me that the Confederates as yet have 
received no re-enforcements or artillery; that their forces were dimin¬ 
ishing by small squads deserting and returning to their homes. He 
reiiresents them as being very much demoralized. The fortifications 
in charge of the engineer dexiartment are progressing as raindly as 
could be expected. 1 have complied with directions received from your 
headquarters, dated September 30, as to rendering the engineer officer 
in charge of the works all the assistance in my power. A severe norther, 
which has xii^Bvailed for several days past, "has retarded the progress 
of the works to some extent, and also is the reason of the delay of the 
steamer Patroon, she not having been able to lie alongside of the 
wharf to discharge her cargo. The water a portion of the time was two 
feet high at this post and vicinity. The sanitary condition and health 
of the troops under my command has improved since my last report. 1 
am informed that General Ortega, of the Mexicatn Republic Army, is in 
the vicinity of Oamargo with a large command. It is supposed his in¬ 
tention is to move on Matamoras. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. M. DAY, 

Colonel., Commanding U. S. Forces. 

Maj. George B. Drake, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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OCTOBER 16-17, 1864.—Expedition from Devall’s Bluff toward Clarendon, 

Ark. 

Report of Gapt. Albert B. Kauffman^ Eleventh Missouri Cavalry. 

Camp I^lkventh ('avalry, Missouri Volunteers, 

DeralTs Bluff, ArJc„ October 17, 1861. 

Sir : I have tLe lioiior to submit tlietbllo\vinf>‘ report of a scout east 
of Clareiuloii, Ark.: 

Ill pursmiiice of instructions from headquarters Second Division, Sev¬ 
enth Army Corps, I left this post with titty men ot the Eleventh Cavalry 
Missouri Volunteers, and f()rty-ei,a:ht men and two otii('ers of the Twelfth 
Michi^'an Infantry on steamer Celeste at 1 a. m., on the 16tli instant, run¬ 
ning down to the mouth of Cache River, thence u]> Ca<*he one mile and a 
half, where we landed on the east side of the river and disembarked, 
leaving twelve men of the infantry as guard for the boat. A little way 
above our landing 1 found leadingfrom the river the trail of the guerrillas 
who tired on tlie boat on White River, the same trail I mentioneil as 
having followed to the Cache in my iirevious scout west of the Cache. 
Without unnecessary delay we took up our line of march. Following 
the trail brought us to the military road above Clarendon near Squires’ 
farm. Proceeding to Mr. Squires’ J pressed him as guide and was by hiui 
informed that the guerrillas who tired on the boat belong to Captain 
Swan’s company of Indtqieudent Rangers; that they hail principally 
from about Big Creek and Phillips C'ouuty, and that’ eight of his men 
had been to his house on the 12th, and boasted they had fired on a 
boat. Prom Scpiires’ wo proceeded on the Helena road about six miles, 
thence south to Sutton’s about four miles, thence toward Clarendon 
about five miles, thence north some three miles to Squires’ farm, and from 
thence back to the boat about two miles. I (listributed the orders of 
tlie commanding general holding the citizens responsible for the firing 
on boats in their neighborhood along the route. The information I 
could gather through the country, Swan has belonging to his command 
about 100 men composed principally of deserters from the rebel and 
Federal armies; are well armed and mostly mounted on Government 
stock stolen from Helena. At a house where one of his men fie<l from 
on our approach, we found two carbines (one a Sharps, the other a 
Union, both in good order), also a Government horse and saddle. 
Swan lives on Big Creek about four miles from the bay, which is his 
favorite haunt. In ins Iat(^ scouts in the neighborhood of Clarendon 
he had between fifty and sixty men. An intelligent negro told me he 
counted forty-eight men that passed their }>lace moving east on the 
Helena road. Big Creek is thirty miles fi‘oni Clarendon. I returned 
back to the boat the same day (the 16th) and encamped. The next 
morning, the lltli, I put the infantry on the boat and ordered the boat 
around to the second right-hand bend on White River above Clarendon. 
With the cavalry I forded the Cache River Just above our camp and 
pro('eeded across to White River, distance about one mile and a half and 
awaited the arrival of the boat. Embarked with the cavalry and re¬ 
turned to this post. About twelve miles east of Clarendon picked up 
Private Joseph Brunell, Company G, Seventy-seventh Ohio Infantry, 
who reports himself as captured by Sw^au’s men near the mouth of 
White River, also a citizen, J. H. Fleming, deck hand on steamer Ty¬ 
coon, who reports himself with Brunell. From Mr. Squires I learn 
that there exists a road IVom Clarendon to Devall’s Bluti* on the east 
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side of White Kiver, fording Cache Eiver at the second right-hand 
bend, about five miles from the mouth, and that the Cache is fordable 
at several points along betwixt the mouth and the Bluff. 

I am, sir, A^ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. B. KAUFFMAN^, 

Captain^ JBlerenth Caindry Miasovri Vohniteers, 
ASSISTANT Adjutant-General, 

in^econd JDivisioHj /Seventh Army Corjm. 


OCTOBEE 19, 1864—Skirmish near Montevallo, Mo. 

Report of Lieut, Marshall M. Wile, Third Wiscon,sm Cavalry, 

Headquarters, 

Fort McKean^ Kans,, October 20^ 1S64, 
Captain: Scout under command of Captains Ury and Coffinan just 
returned. The guerrillas are occupying the country in about Monte- 
vallo and Horse Creek, under the command of Thrailkill, from the 
north, with a force concentrated of about 150. There are nine families 
living on the little Clear Creek, each one having from 50 to t^50 bushels 
of corn, Avhere the rebels live. The guerrillas had a fight yesterday 
near Montevallo with the Stochler militia, in which one lebel was killed 
and several wounded; some 8 or 10 colts captured, all of which that are 
able to be used the militia have. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. M. EHLE, 

Second Lieutenant,, Commanding. 

Caiff. D. S. Yittum, 

Commanding Post. 


OCTOBEE 22,1864—Attack on Union transport, on the White Eiver, near 

Saint Charles, Ark. 

Report of Col, Orlando C. RisdoUj Fifty-third U, 8. Colored Troops. 

IlDQRS. Second Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, 

Month of White River, Arh.^ October IHGt, 
Major: Thi'ough headquarters Colored Brigade General Dennis 
received a dispatch to-day as follows: 

Saint Charles, Ark., Octoler 20, 1804, 

Colonel: I Lave the honor to report that I arrivtHl at this place with my com¬ 
mand at 7 p. m, October 22. I was tired upon by the enemy from the south hank 
of the river. My loss is 17 wounded and .3 kiilod, including 1 officer mortally. 
The seveiely wounded 1 forward to you by steamer Marmora. Please send Iheln 
tbrwar<l to Vujksburg or sec that they are properly cared tor. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. C. RISDON, 

(*olonel FifUf-ihird U, S, Colored Infantry, 

Col. Hiram Scofield, 

Commandiny Colored Brigade, 
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This is the regiment that left this post for Saint Charles on the morn¬ 
ing of October 22. General Dennis directs me to say the wounded 
ofticer and men will be sent to Vicksburg on to-morrow morning on 
steamer Havana. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEW. DOELAN, 

Lieutenant and Aeting Asslatant Adjutant^General, 
]\Iai. S. 0. Farrington, 

Acting Asaintant Adjutant-General, Nineteenth Army Corps, 


OCTOBER 22-24, 1864.—^Expedition from Brashear City to Belle River, La. 

RE1IPOK.TS. 

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Robert A. Ciimeron, U. S. Army, (‘ommanding District of La 
Foil rc he. 

No. 2 —Cant. Luther T. Park, Eleventh AVisconbiu Infantry. 

No. 1. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Rohert A, Cameron,) IT, Army^ commanding 
District of La Foiirelie, 

District of La Fourche, 

Thibodeaux^ La,,^ October ^7, 1804. 

Captain: Inclosed you will find three reports, being one from the 
comma uding officer of each detacdied expedition sent out in ])ursuit of 
Whittaker’s gang of guerrillas, who made the late raid ou Bayou La 
Fourche. Captain Wyman’s report is very meager in regard "to the 
enemy, but my scout, Decker, whom I sent with that branch of the 
expedition, tells me tlnit the party consisted of 120 men under the com¬ 
mand of Ca])taiu King, the senior officer, and Captain Whittaker, the 
guerrilla; that they came fr*oui the camp of the Fourth Louisiana Cav¬ 
alry on the Teche in twelve boats up to Grand Eiver, down Grand 
River to Bay Natchez, where they landed, and fr‘om that })lace made 
their raid. They mounted themselves on stolen horses and mules, and 
returning, crossed their animals at Bay Natchez. They then divided, 
a party going up Grand River with the animals toward the park; the 
remaining part went up Grand River, down Little Bayou Pigeon, and 
up the Cross Bayou into Mutphy’s Lake, thus avoiding one gnu-boat 
coming up. Dad the gun-boat not gotten aground at the bar we should 
probably have cut off and captured some sixty of them. Mr. Brown, 
whom I ordered arrested, believing him, from various stories I have 
heard, to have assisted these raiders, complains that Captain Wyman 
robbed him of his wat(‘h and over f/>0 in gohl and silver. 1 shall con¬ 
sequently detain him here for the lueseiit, until I can investigate the 
charge. I am satisiied that the best, if not the only certain way of 
preventing these raids will be to have a battalion of cavalry stationed 
at Plaquemine, and a telegraph line run from that place to Donaldsou- 
ville. 1 do not see then how they could escape us. 

The next hard work I shall do will be to find out where they hide 
these boats and destroy them. 

Very resi)ectfrilly, your obedient servant, 

R. A. CAMERON, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers^ Commanding District. 

Capt. Frederic Speed, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Defenses of Nem Orleans. 
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NTo. ^2. 

Report of Capt. Luther T. Parhj Eleventh ^Yiscon8l}l Infantry, 

Camp Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry, 

Branhear City, La., Ootoher ISGl, 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, iu obedience to orders received, 
I embarked on board of the gun-boat Nyaiiza, eomiiianded by Acting 
YoL Lieut. C\ A. Boutelle, on the 22d of October, a1 (> p.m., with thirty- 
five men of the Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry and fifteen men of the 
Ninety-third IT. S. Infantry (colored), with three days’ rations and 
eighty rounds of ammunition. At 0.30 p. m. we dropped out into the 
bay and cast anchor. Laid there until o a. in, of the 23d. We then 
started u]) Berwick Bay, from thence into Flat Lake, from Flat Lake 
into Bayou Long, from Bayou Long into Belie Eiver, arriving at the 
head of Belle River at 10.20 a. in. of 23d instant. I laid there from 
that time until 10 a. m. of the 24th. I then moved ui) Bayou Go to 
Hell about three miles, discovering nothing. 1 turned around and 
came back to the head of Belle River. I stopped all communication 
with the country about me, picking up all citizens and negroes that 
came in sight of the boat, trying to gam some knowledge of the enemy. 
While lying at this point I heard that there had been a party in the 
vicinity of Pier Pau Ferry, and were about three miles east of said 
ferry; that they camped there on the night of the 21st instant, and 
that on the morning of the 23d they were near the mouth of Grand 
River; that they had made a raid on some plantations iiearLaFourche, 
carrying off 20 horses and 30 mules, and that they started down 
Pigeon Bayou iu tiat-boats. This party was under the command of 
Whitmore. While lying off the head of Belle River 1 came upon a 
squad of live men and one Avoiuaii with a launch of about 3,300 pounds 
burden. They immediately ran their boat ashore and ran into rhe 
woods. 1 sent a squad of men in pursuit. Two oi‘ the men were cap¬ 
tured. Their names were Dearborn and Le Geef. Dearborn lias the 
reputation of having been engaged in the contraband trade; that he 
jhas] been engaged in the trade for the lavSt year; that he passed down 
Go to Hell Bayou on the 12th, or thereabouts, with the same boat that 
he now had with him; that he had two sacks of coffee, two barrels, and 
one large merchandise chest iu the boat, and that lie took the goods to 
Force Point on Techc Bayou. At 12 m. on the 24th instant I started 
for Brashear City, where I arrived at 6 p. m. of the same day. While 
on this expedition I destroyed 1 launch and 20 boats of different sizes. 
The prisoners I have turned over to Capt. H, J. Lewis, provost-mar¬ 
shal at this place. 

LGTHER T. PARK, 

Captain, Eleventh Regiment Wiaconnin Mounted Infantry. 

Capt. Frederic Speed. 

(Copy to Col. C. L. Harris, commanding Post Brashear.) 


OCTOBER 25, 1864.—Attack on Clinton, Mo. 

Report of Lieut. Col. I^amuel H. Melclier, Sixth 2[moiiri State Militia 

Cavalry. 

Sedalia, Mo., October 27^ 1864 — 12.20 p. on. 
Captain: I returned fioin a scout yesterday in Benton, Henry, and 
Johnson Counties. There were many jiarties of rebels on Muddy, 
Clear Fork, Fiefbaux, and Honey Greeks. Ghased several ])artiesaiid 
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exchanged sliots, but could ^et no light. There are several huiulred 
southwest of Clinton. I think most in the region 1 s(*outed have gone 
there, as the last wseen of them they were moving very fast that way. 
Tuesday 250 attacked Clinton. Seventy militia (dtizens and negioes 
defended the place successfully, taking 1 prisoner and severely wound¬ 
ing hve otliers. Kone of the Union men Inirt. I got together about 
100 militia, who were in the brusli. They now hold Clinton and Cal¬ 
houn. They are entirely without orders and wish to be at work. If 
Price is going that way they could be concentrated at Foi*t Scott. 
I could raise about 1,000 pretty well armed to be there by Sunday, if 
that would be of any use. There are 2,500 militia now at Fort Scott. 
We have heard nothing directly from the army for three days and do 
not know what to do here. 

Mrs. Phelps is just in from Springlield,and says there are about 1,000 
eltecdive cavalry there anxious to join their cominands. Two thousand 
mounted men (‘an be sent from Springfield to Fort Scott iu forty-eight 
hours after the order is received. * 

S. 11. MELCHER, 
lAeutvnunt-ColoneJ and Aide-de-Camp, 
Capt. Frank Eno, As^iistanf Adjutant-General, 


OCTOBER 26-27, 1864.—Scout from Vidalia to the York Plantation, La. 

Report of Maj, George 1), Rei/noldH^ U, Colored Heavy Artillery, 

Hhqrh. Third Batt., Sixth U. S. Colored Heavy Arty., 

Yidalia,^ La,, Octoher 27,, 1801, 

Lieutenant : 1 have the honor to report that iu obedience to Sp(*cial 
Orders, No. 14, Oi‘t()ber 20, I took 100 men of my command, and, leav¬ 
ing this post at 9 ]). in., inarched to Ohoteaii Plantation, five miles out, 
arriving tliere at 11.30 ohdock I (*amped all night. At daylight this 
morning 1 sent the cavalry which accom})aiiied me, six men, three miles 
farther on, to the York pliintation, to collect iiiibrniatioii as to the pro¬ 
ceedings of the rebels who were on that place on the 20th instant. The 
rebels, 100 strong, under Captain Lee, came on the York place at 12 
okdock, took all the sto(*k, killed 1 refugee, wounded 3 negroes. They 
then went to the Sycamore place, where they wounded 1 negro, took 
several yoke of cattle, and a good deal of negro clothing, and destroyed 
a large quantity of Ibod. They then left, taking all the stock, two 
wagons, and otlier ]>lunder, going on the Trinity road to Oioss Bayou. 
Having obeyed the instructions given me, I retiumed to this place at 
9.30 a. in. this day. 

GEO. I). REYNOLDS, 

Major /Sixth U, iS. Colored Heavy jirty,,, Comdg, Third Butt 
Lieut. S. M. (tUEST, Bo^t Adjutant^ Vidalia, 


OCTOBER 29, 1864.—Skirmish near Warrenton, Mo. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Thomas Ewing^ jr,^ U. iS, Army^ commanding Dis¬ 
trict of Louis, 

Saint Louis, Octoher 20^ 1864, 

At dark guerrillas, reported 900 strong, threw off the track a 
freight train going north, five miles beyon(l Warrenton, and at last 
accounts were lighting wjtli escort; the escort w^s but thirty men. 
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The traiuj I am (xnite (*ei*laiii, had no Government stoics aboard. Tlie 
messenger who brought the nevs to Warrenton says Ihe passenger 
train ft’om the noi th was then due, and the guerrillas allov ed one of the 
train men to go a short distance up to hag that train to kee]) it from 
being destroyed, and expecting to rob it. T am confident Goloiiel 
Holmes, with 400 or 500 of his command, were on that train coming 
here. If so, the guerrillas will be roughly handled. Major Montgom- 
eiy, vdth 200 of Sixtli Missouri, was sent liy me to dap au gris, in 
Lincoln County, four days ago, and is to-night at Wentzville, where 
he has just telegraphed me he leaves at once tor Wari'cnton. I am 
also sending up some colored troops I have had at Peiruquo bridge. 
Telegraph line down beyond Warrenton. 

THOMAS EWING, Jn., 

Brigadier- General, 

Col. J. V. ])u Bois. 


OOTOBEE 29-ErOVEMBEE 8, 1864.—Expedition to Gnincy, Mo., with skir¬ 
mishes (November 1 and 2) near ftnincy. 

Kejwrt of Cajpf, Jacob Cassairt^ Eighlh Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 

Lebanon, Mo., Uovemher Jo , 1861 . 

Sm: I have the honor to make the following report: 

In comi^liance with orders re(*eived from district headquarters, myself 
and Lieutenant Paxton, with thirty men of Company I, Eighth Missouri 
StateMilitia Cavalry, started on a scout to Quincy, Hickory County, Mo., 
and vicinity, on the 29th ultimo. Wo reached there on the 30th. On 
the morning of the 31st, being informed of a ion^e of relnds at Warsaw, 
I immediately moved in that direction as far as Pomme de Terre bridge. 
I there ascertained that they had passed through, shaping their course 
southward. I then returned and camped near Quin(*y. On the morn¬ 
ing of the 1st instant 1 was iiiforiued by a i)arty of my men who had 
been out reconnoitering that xhe rebels were in the prairie some two 
miles distant from us. I immediately started after them with thirty- 
five men, being joined by five Union citizens of the neighborhood. I 
came upon their trail in the open woods. After a double-cpiick march 
of about ten miles I came np with them formed in line of battle ready 
toAOceiveus. We judged from appearance that they were about 100 
strong. They occupied open ground near the prairie. I then ordered 
a charge, which was executed in good order; not a man swerved from 
his duty. A few shots from us broke their line of battle and they fled 
ill great confusion. We pursued them about four miles, killing 0 and 
wounding 3 others, who made their escape after we had passed them. 
Among the killed was one Captain Vansiekle, of Texas. We also eap- 
tuied a negro boy and released Judges Owen and Jackman, a Mr. 
Brown, and two other Union men of Benton County, who were all pris¬ 
oners in their hands. None of my men were hurt. I returned the 
same evening to the prairie and took up camp for the night. 

On the morning of the 2d instant I again received information that 
the rebels, about 300 strong, were xiassing along the skirts of the 
woods. I immediately started in pursuit of them with a force of forty 
five men, having been joined by five of my own men and ten Union 
citizens of the neighborhood, determined, if i)Ossible, to overtake them. 



Chap. LHI] SKIRMISH NEAR WAYNESVILLE, MO. 895 

I soon struck tlieir trail and re(‘eived reliable information that they were 
600 vstroiig. We came in sight of them about 2 ]). m., where the road 
makes a very short turn. We cut across, striking their line of inarch 
near tlie rear, cutting oil' about 100 men from the rear ot their column. 
Our men raised the yell and fell in upon them, Lieutenant Paxton, in 
the advance, who, after emptying his revolvers, struck down two of them 
with his saber. We pushed them so rapidly that they had no time for 
rallying their broken column. Their colonel in attempting to rally 
them was killed. lie proved to be Colonel Groomes, of Shelby’s com¬ 
mand. The enemy in their liight abandoned quite a number of led 
horses, which the citizens gathered up after the fight. All of the killed, 
aiim.int'iiu to twenty-five in number, fell into our hands, most of the 
wounded making their escape by crn^hng* i^to the brush. Several of 
our men had their clothes })ierced vii li h.iIL, but none of them were 
wounded. Eight closed farther pursuit. Our horses being very much 
fatigued, we returned to the prairie again and encamped for the night. 
Gold and hungry we did the best we could for the night. 

On the next morning we received information of anotlnu’ large body 
of rebels coming in the same direction, evidently on the trail of tlie 
others. On examination I found that we were nearly out of ammuni¬ 
tion. Bolivar being the nearest iiost, we set out about noon for that 
place. We icached there about 9 p. m. of the same day. On the morn¬ 
ing following I dispatched to Springfield stating my condition. I 
remained at Bolivar until the morning of the 5th. Having received no 
re-enforcements I determined to return to Quincy. On reaching that 
vidnity it became evident that the last-mentioned force of rebels had 
piobably changed their course. The force that we had fought on the 
2d instant were scattered all over the country, evidently not knowing 
which way to run. Eine of them surrendered to Colonel Halbert, a 
leading man of Hickory County,- one even stooped so low as to sui*- 
reuder to a free negro. 

On the morning of the 6th I received orders to loroeeed to Lebanon 
as soon as possible, on account of which I was unable to learn the 
amount of horses, arms, <&c., wliicli had been gathered up by the citi¬ 
zens through the country. I arrived at this post on the 8th instant. 

JACOB CASSAIPT, 

Captain Company Ij Eighth Missouri {State Militia Cavalry, 

•Maj. John Cosgrove, 

Commanding Post, Lehanon, Mo, 


NOVEMBEE 1, 1864.—Skirmish on the Big Piney, near Waynesville, Mo. 

% 

Report of Lieut, D. IF. Cantrell^ Thirty fourth Enrolled Missouri Militia, 

November 1,1864. 

Sir: In compliance with orders I performed the duty. Near* tlie 
mouth of Big Piney, at old man Black’s, I found four bushwhackers 
and attacked them and wounded 2 and took one prisoner. Started and 
the prisoner tried^to escape, and the guard halted twice and then fired 
a,ud killed him. I took 2 horses, 

D. W. CAETEELL, 

Second Lieut, Company G, 3dth Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
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NOVEMBER 1, 1864.—Skirmisli near Lebanon, Mo. 

Eejyort of Ca]}t, D. A, W. Morelionsr^ Frodislonal Companij Enrolled 

Missouri Militia. 

Lebanon, [Eovemher] 1861. 

General: On tlio evening* Lst jmst train to Dallas County for 
forage, train was attacked by a band of rebels, part of a force 000 
strong. Major Cosgrove left with 100 men at 3 o’clock this morning in 
tlie direction of Springfield. Heard from liim by i)assenger stage. 
Rebels passed between wliere tlie two stages stopped last night. Major 
is in pursuit; rebel foice 000 strong. Captain Turner, (3ompaiiy*G, 
Sixtli Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, has arrived here from 
Clinton. Reports camped last nigbt at Lewisburg. Rebels camped 
night before 000 strong. 

]), A. W. MOREHOUSE, 

Va]}t. Froeisional Co.^ Enrolled Missouri Militia^ Gomdg. Fost, 
General Sanborn. 


NOVEMBER 1, 1864.—Affair at Greenton, Mo. 

Eoj)ort of (]a})t. William N. Korville, commanding Fost. 

Post Lexing-ton, Mo., 

Norember 5, 1861, 

Captain: I have the honor to report that Maj. Samuel Henry, Asst. 
Surg.'John P. Porter, and Lieut. Uarles Ashley, j-egini(‘nlal quarter¬ 
master, all of the Eighty-ninth Indiana Regiment Infantry, were taken 
Xirisoiiers on the 1st at Greenton, La Payette County, Mo., by three 
guerrillas, rapidly iakeu to the buslies, where their bodices were found 
yesterday. They were all shot through the head. Their bodies Avere 
brought to this post by a citizen wlio relates as follows: While the 
Eighty-ninth Regiment was marching through Greemton tliese three 
officers rode up to a house and called for dinner. The lady told them 
that shehad nothing cooked, but that if they could wait she would soon 
have something (jookecl. They consented to wait; their command 
marched on. They had gotten their dinner, left the house for their horses 
hitched at the gate, where, upon going into the house, they had also 
left their arms. Before they had reached their horses, throe men in Fed¬ 
eral uniform came dasliing u]) and ordered them to surrender. The offi¬ 
cers at first regarded it as a joke, but upon cocked revolvers being 
presented they surrendered almost Avithin sight of the regiment and 
were taken to the woods. I have buried them to-day. When brought 
here they had neither overcoats nor vests on; Major Henry’s saber hung 
in a tree near his body. 

I am, sir, resx)ectfully, 

W. N. NORVILLB, 
Gaptainy Gommanding Fost. 
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NOVEMBEE 1-30, 1864.—Operations in Central Arkansas. 

STIMIMaARY OIP THE T^RHSTCIT^^Xj E3YE;:srTS. 

Nov. 2- Sy 1864.—Expedition from Little Rock to Benton, Ark. 

17-18,1864.—Expedition from Little Rock to Fagan’s Ford, Saline River. 
26-Dec. 2,1864.—Expedition from Lewisburg to Straban’s Landing, Ark. 
28-Deo. 8,1861.—Expedition from BroAvnsville to Fairviev’, Ark. 

K'KF^ORTS. 

No. 1.—Itinerary of the Ca\ airy Division, Seventh Ann,\ Corjis, Brig. Gen. Joseph 
R. West, r. S. Armj, c oiunianding. 

No. 2.—Col. John F. Ritter, Fiist Missouri Cavalry, commanding Second Brigade. 
No. 3.—Maj. Georgr' S. Avery. Third Missouri Cavalry. 

No. 4.—Itinerary of the Third Brigade, Cavalry Division, Seventh Army Corps, Col. 

Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, commanding. 

No. 5.—Maj. Josepli S. McC^artnej-, Tenth Illinois Ca%alry. 

No. 6.—Maj, George L. Childress, Eighth Missouri Cavalry. 

No. 1. 

liinemrij of the (kiralnf Division^ Seventh Army Corjys^ Brig. Gen. 
Joseph Ti\ West., U. S, Army., commanding.* 

November 8 .—Dotacliiiiieuts of the Second, Thii*d, and FomAh Bri¬ 
gades, comprising an aggregate of 3,000 men, were marched under the 
diiision commander to Norristown, a point on the Arkansas Eiver 
about midway between Little Eock and Fort Smith, with the object of 
covering a supply train theu eii route to the latter x>oint, aud for the 
further purpose of intercepting the retreat of the rebel army under 
General Pri<'e trom Missouii. The safety of the train was secured, aud 
advices being rec(‘ived from General West on November 10 that Price 
had crossed the Arkansas above Fort Smith, the (*ommaiid returned by 
detachments to tbe several brigade camx>s. 

November 21. —Tlic First Brigade, stationed at Pine Bind*, Ark., Col¬ 
onel Erskine commanding, with 200 men marched down the south side 
of the Arkansas Ei^Tr to meet and iirotect a fleet on the way up. 

November 23. —Met the advance boat at Aikansas Post, and returued, 
having seen no force of the enemy. Captured 2 rebel officers and 8 
men, who were lioine on furlough from Forrest’s command. No other 
expeditions of importance have been made during the month. 


No. 2. 

Report of Col. John F. Ritter., First Missouri Qavalry., commanding 

Second Brigade. 

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Oav. Div., Seventh Army Corps, 

Little EoclCy Arl\, November 5, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that pursuant to orders I proceeded 
with 369 men and officers of this brigade and a detachment of the 
Third Wisconsin Cavalry of 110 men and officers, at 6 p. m. on the 2d 
instant, on the Jenkins’ Ferry road, and reached Doctor Morton’s place 
(about thirty-five miles) at about 7 a. m. next morning. No enemy 
at that place, and had not been in that vicinity since a week before. 

-J6------—- - ---- 

* From monthly return, 

57 R R— ^VOL XLl, PT I 
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A rebel couiinaiider, Colonel Logan, bad been in that vicinity and 
stripped the country of forage, and then returned to Princeton. I pro¬ 
ceeded by shortest route to Benton (fifteen miles), and found sufacient 
corn for one feed. Two piisoners were captui^ed near this place. Their 
information is that there is a large force near Princeton and also a con¬ 
siderable command near Eoekport. Eeturning, the command reached 
Little Pock at about 10 p. m. of the 3d instant. Total distance 
marched about seventy-four miles. Oai>tured 2 prisoners and 3 horses 
and equipments. 

I am, very respecttully, &c., 

JNO. P. PITTEK, 

Colonel Firsi jMhsoun Garalrij, Comdg, Brigade, 

First Lieut. W. A. AEaetin, 

Actg, Aast Adjt, Gen,^ Cai\ Seventh Army Corps, 

[Fust iiuloiseuieiit ] 


Hdqbs. ('avalry Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

Little EocJc^ ArZr., November 3, 1864, 
Kespectfully forwai‘ded to district headquarters for the information 
of the general commanding. 

J. P. WEST, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


[Second indomement ] 


Headquarters District op Little Pock, 

November 7, 1864, 

Pespectfully forwarded to headquarters of tlie dei)artment. 

This scout was sent out in consequence of information received from 
the provost-marshal-geuerars scouts, whi(*h was to the efiectthat Logan 
with 700 or 800 men was at Doctor Morton^s gathering corn. It turns 
out that the news was nearly a week old when reported to the com¬ 
manding general, and I respectfully suggest that rho scout who fur¬ 
nished it be severely jmnished for bringing false information, in order 
to prevent others from being the means of sending our cavalry on 
expeditions in future. 

Pespectfully submitted. 

E. A. OAPP, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 

[Third mdoraement) 

Headquabters Department of Arkansas, 

Little Bock, Ark., November 7,1864. 

Eespectfully referred to Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler, provost-mar¬ 
shal-general, for report with reference to indorsement of Brigadier- 
General Carr. 

By order of Maj. Gen. P. Steele: 

W. D. GEEBN, 
Assistant Adjutmt-General. 


[Fourth ludoist^ment ] 

Office of Provost-Marshal-General, 

Little Boeli^ Arl\^ November 7, 1864, 
Pespectfully referred to Gapt. L. B. INash, assistant provost-marshal- 
general, for a full report in case. 

J. L. OHANDLEP, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Brovost-Marshal-General, 
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[iFittli nidorstment j 

Ofpice of Assistant Provost-Marshal-General, 

Little Rocky Ark,y November 8y 186L 
Tlie information received at tliis oMce relative to a rebel force being 
at or in the vicinity of Doctor Morton’s gathering corn, was given by 
the captains of two independent companies of scouts, and fi’om a number 
of men belonging to those companies, and not from any regularly em¬ 
ployed scout of this office. Knowing that for some weeks last past 
Logan’s force had been marauding in and taking corn from that vsec- 
tion, together with the information from the sources alluded to, I 
could not do less than report the same. There is no scout employed 
at this office to be punished, but about ten men belonging to independ¬ 
ent companies (some of them living in the vicinity of Doctor Morton’s) 
that are responsible and to blame for the report. 

Very respectfully, 

L. B. NASH, 

Oapt. and Aant. Mar, Qen.j in charge of Secret Service, 

[Sixth indoibement.] 


Office of Provost-Marshal-General, 

Little Rocky Ark,y November 8y 1864, 
Kespectfully retuimed and attention called to the indorsement of 
Captain Nash. 


J. L. CHANDLER, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General, 


No. 3. 

Report of Maj, George S, Averyy Third Missouri Cavalry, 

Camp Third Cavalry Missouri Volunteers, 

Near Little Rocky Ark,, November iS, 1864, 
Lieutenant: L have the honor to report that, in obedience to Spe¬ 
cial Orders, No. —, headquarters District of Little Rock, Ai*k., Novem¬ 
ber 1804 (a copy of which I was permitted to read, but not retain), 
and instructions both written and verbal, I assumed (*ommand of a 
cavaby scout composed of the following named detachments, viz, Third 
U. 8. Cavahy, 3 officers, 84 men; First Missouri Volunteer Cavaliy, 3 
officers, 200 men; First Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, 3 officers, 110 men; 
Third Missoiui Volunteer Cavaliy, 4 officers, 96 men; total, 13 officers, 
490 men, and on the morning of November 17, 1804, proceeded en 
route for Fagan’s Ford on the Saline River, two miles west of Benton, 
distance twenty-seven miles. On arriving at the ford I discovered that 
we could cross, but did not deem it prudent, as the river was rapidly 
rising and the probability was that it would be very high as it was stiU 
raining. We camped on the north bank of the river and sent to Ben¬ 
ton for forage, where we found plenty for the command. No receipts 
were given for forage from the fact that we could hud no person that 
had any. We discovered no enemy during the day, except two men 
who were apparently on picket one-half mile west of Benton, and about 
ten men who were on the south bank of the Saline River and fired on 
the advance on its arrival, doing no injuiy. We learned from a family 
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who were moviug and had just crossed the river, that there were about 
100 of the enemy not more than a mile from the ford, but were in read¬ 
iness to move; supposed to be Crawford’s command. Morniug, ISTovem- 
ber 18,18C4, found the river very much swollen; water at least ten feet 
deep in the channel, still rising and running ve^ry rapidly. Deeming it 
imprudent to attemi)t a crossing under such circumstances we immedi¬ 
ately countermarched. On arriving at tlic Twelve-Mile House, we 
found the stream at least six feet deep in the channel (swimming), cur¬ 
rent not swift. We readily effected a crossing without loss or injury, 
except that one man of the First Iowa Cavalry lost his carbine in con¬ 
sequence of his horse falling in the stream. Arrived at Little Eock at 
4 p. m. We conversed with all the citizens that we could ffnd, and they 
all report that there are at Princeton two regiments of infantry (about 
700 men) and Logan’s cavalry. At Arkadelphia there are two brigades 
of infantry; could not learn their strength. Also report a few State 
troops at Eockport. It is rumored among them that 8,000 cavalry from 
Magruder’s command have recently been sent to re-enforce Price, whom 
they rei)ort to be south of the Arkansas Eiver, with his command totally 
cut to pieces. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. S. AYEEY, 

Major Third Missouri Cavalry^ Commanding Uxjgedition> 
Lieutenant Hamilton, 

Actg. Asst Adjt Gen,^ Second Brig,^ Cavalry Division, 


No. 4. 

Itinerary of the Third Brigade^ Cavalry Division^ Seventh Army 
Corps^ Coh Washington F, Geiger^ Eighth Missouri Cavalry, com¬ 
manding,^ 

November 4, —The effective force of the brigade present (1,464), under 
command of Colonel Geiger, in accordance witli instructions from dis¬ 
trict headquarters, left cam[) at this place [Brownsville, Ai'k.] and 
marched via Springfield to Lewisburg, Ark., and from thence to Dar- 
danelle, on the Arkansas Eiver; distance, 130 miles. After scouting 
the country for twenty miles, (*aptiiring several straggling Confeder¬ 
ate soldiers, returned via Lewisburg and Little Eock to Brownsville, 
Ark., having marched near 300 miles since leaving camp. 


No. 5. 

Report of Maj. Joseph S, McCartney, Tenth Illinois Cavalry, 

Hdqrs. Tenth Illinois Volunteer Cavalry, 

Brownsville, ArK, December 9,1864. 
Colonel : I have the honor to make the following report of the scout 
under my command: 

In obedience to written instructions from Brig. Gen. E. A. Carr, com¬ 
manding Distri(*t of Little Eock, and dated November 24, 1864, I took 
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twelve coiiniussioiied officers and 500 enlisted men of my command and 
started on the morning* of the 28th instant on a scout thi‘ough the coun¬ 
try northwest of Searcy, between Little lied and White Eivers. 1 
arrived at Cook’s Mills, on the Bayou Des Arc, on the old Batesville 
road, at noon on the 29th. From that place I sent a scout to Searcy 
and West Point; on the 30th I crossed [Little] Red River at Hilcher’s 
Ferry and moved with the command up [LittleJ Red River to the mouth 
of Big Creek. Learning thaC the country was full of returned soldiers 
(Confederate) I sent out four scouts that night to scout the country in 
all directions. On the morning of the 31st 1 moved the command to 
Richards’ Mills and awaited the return of the scouts sent out the night 
previous. They all retuimed that evening, bringing in a few prisoners, 
but all claiming to be deserters. All of the scouts I’eport forage very 
scarce, and no beef-cattle at all. I then moved up to Greenbrier 
Townshix), Independence County, and sent scouts up the country oppo¬ 
site Batesville, none of them hearing of any organized party of rebels. 
I found forage too scarce to remain in that vicinity, and moved out to 
Fairview, where I received dispatches ffiom General E. A. Carr telling 
me to return if I could not subsist my command. I found 1 could not 
do so and returned. I brought in 14 Confederate soldiers, prisoners, 
including 2 lieutenants and 3 surgeons. I receipted for and brought 
in 34 head of beef-cattle, 17 mules, and 45 horses. I would further 
report that the citizens sent out as guides are, as a general thing, not 
to be depended on. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. S. McCARTlSTEY, 

Major Tenth Illinois Camlry^ Commanding JScont 
Col. W. F. Geiger, 

Commanding Third Brigade^ Cavalry Division, 


No. 6. 

B^ort of Maj, George L, Childress, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, 

Headquarters U. S. Forces, 
Strahaods Landing, Arlz,, December 2,1664. 

Sir : I have the honor to reilort that, in compliance to orders, I 
moved on the 21st of November, 1864, with 500 men of Third Brigade 
ffiom Brownsville to Lewisburg, to report for temporary duty to Colonel 
Ryan, commanding post, Lewisburg, Ark. I arrived at Lewisburg 
and reported on the 24th. Was ordered on the 26th to scour country 
about Dover and on Big Piney, which I did in two days effectually, 
finding no enemy of consequence, nothing but a few guerrillas. On 
28th November, while on march back to Lewisburg, received order 
from Colonel Ryan to march to and guai*d the stores on board wrecked 
steamer Doane. Arrived at the wreck at this point on the 28th, found 
two steam-boats, Chippewa and Hine, also here in good condition; 
water so low they could not proceed. Three boats have infantry guard 
of 108 men, which, with my original force, makes a force of 680 men. 
Our fleet has just been increased by steamer Alamo. She was attacked 
at Bardanelle by some 250 men, said to be Colonel Newton’s, Cooper’s 
brigade; no harm done. I escorted her up by crossing at this point 
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100 cavalry aud 75 iiil'antry to the oi)i)osite bank. The enemy did not 
show himself to escort. Scouts report enemy to have gone toward 
Danville. Eelative to stage of water, the river men state that the 
prospect for a rise is bad. We have plenty of forage and rations, but 
no clothing or protection from weather. I would very urgently, with 
all due respect, ask to have the cavalry relieved. 

UEO. L. CPIILDEESS, 

Major Eighth Miamuri Camlry Volunteers^ Comdg, 
Lieutenant Martin, 

Actg» Asst, Adjt. Gen,^ Car. Dlv.j t^eventh Army Corps. 


[First iikIoi scineiii 1 

Hdqrs. Cavalry Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

Little Boclc^ December 8,1864, 
Eesiiectfully forwarded to district headquarters. 

If this command is not likely to be recalled soon, permission is 
respectfully asked to have provision made for them increased comfort. 

J. E. WEST, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 

[Second mdorsi luent ] 

Hbadqxtab'I'eks District op Little Rock, 

Decetnher 7 [.9], 18G4, 

Respectfully forwarded to deiiarfiueiif headquarters for iustiTictions. 

B. A. OARE, 

Brigadter-Oeneml, Vonmcmding. 


[Thud intloiseiucnt ] 

Headquarters Department of Arkansas, 

, Little Boeh, Arl\^ December 9^ 1864. 

EespectfuUy referred to Brigadier-General Carr. 

These men should remain where they are to guard the boats. Such 
articles as may be necessary should be sent to make their stay com¬ 
fortable. 

By order of Maj. Gen. E. Steele: 

JOHlff F. LACEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Fourth indorsement J 

Headquarters District of Little Book, 

Little EocJi., ArJc.^f December 10., 186L 
EespectfriUy returned to Brig. Gen. J, E. West, commanding Cavalry 
Division, for his information. 

General West is authorized to take such action as he may deem 
proper in regard to sending artitdes of comfort to Major Childress’ com¬ 
mand. 

By order of Brig. Gen. E. A. Carr: 

S. E. GEAVB8, 

Captain^ Twelfth Michigan Infantry^ Aetg. Asst. Adjt, Gen. 
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NOVEMBEE 1-30, 1864.—Transfer of the Eirst and Third Divisions, Six¬ 
teenth Army Corps, from Missouri to Tennessee. 

Itinerary of the First T>iTisio7i, Brig. Gen. John ]\IcA 7 'thu}\ U. KArmy^ 

eommauding.^ 

Kovemher 3. —Brig. Gen. J. McArthur assumed command of the First 
Division, Sixteenth Army Ooips, in coiuidiaiice with Special Orders, 
No. 219, Dei)artnient and Army of the Tennessee, dated September 27, 
1864. The division had been in pursuit of Geiieial Price, who had 
been driven from an in\ asion of Missouri. The troops had just arrived 
at Sedalia, Mo., on the date above given when the general assumed 
command. 

Nove^nher 4. —The march was resumed toward Saint Louis, Mo. The 
division arrived at Jefferson City, Mo., on the 6tli, where we halted one 
day for the purpose of transferring- the sick and disabled to the boats,^ 
to be transported to Saint Louis; also for the purpose of drawing sup¬ 
plies. During the march fi-om Sedalia to Jefferson City the weather 
was very stormy and cold. 

Nove^nher 8. —At 12 ni. the head of the column crossed the Osage 
Eiver, the men wading it. As soon as the troops had crossed a halt 
was made, in order that those regiments might cast their votes whose 
States gave them the jirivilege of voting in the field. The division was 
delayed one day at Westxdialia, in consequence of high water. 

November 15. —We arrived at Saint Louis, meeting no other obstacles 
except the crossing of the Gasconade, acrosvs which ve constnuded a 
temporary bridge by means of small flat-boats and planks. At Saint 
Louis we were ordered into quarters at Benton Barracks, for the pur¬ 
pose of refitting for winter campaigning. 

November 23, —We embarked on trausjiorts on the Mississippi Eiver, 
and were ordered by Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith to Cairo, to coal and await 
orders. 

November 25. —Arrived at Cairo in the evening. The steamer W. L. 
Ewing, carrying the headquarters of the brigade, was sunk on the 
way. No loss was sustained further than the wagons and harness 
stowed in the hold below. The E. Graham and Julia came to the 
assistance of the EAving and relieved her of her crew and load. On 
the arrival of Major-General Smith we were ordered to the mouth of 
the Cumberland. On arriving at the Cumberland our fleet started in 
order up the river. 

November 30. —We landed at Nashville and went into camp two miles 
west of the city, with information that General Hood was advancing 
on the city, driving a part of our forces before him. 

Itinerary of the First Brigade.^ First Division, Col. WlUia/m L. McMih 
levij Ninety-fifth Ohio Infantry, comma^iding,^ 

November 1. —^Eeturniug from an expedition against General Price, 
the command left Warrensburg, Mo., en route to Jefferson City. 

November 6. —Eeached Jefferson City. 

November 8. —Started on the inarch toward Saint Louis. 

November 15. —Arrived at Saint Louis, and was stationed at Benton 
Barracks until the 23d, when it embarked on ti‘aiisports for Nashville. 

Nove^nber 30. —^Eeached Nashville. 
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Itinerary of the Third Briyade^ First Division^ CoL ISylrvster 6, Bill, 
Thirty-fifth Iowa Infantry^ commandinyj 

Novemher 1, —Mar(*lied at 7.30 a. m. from Oliapel Hill, Mo., to Davis’ 
Creek, tweaty miles. 

Novemher —Marched tTventy-three miles to Eoletta. 

November 3, —Marc'lied tAventy two miles to Sedalia. 

Novemher 4 .—Marched twenty miles. 

Novemher o.—Marched sixteen miles. 

Novemher 6, —Marched seventeen miles. 

Novemher 7 ,—Marched twelve miles to JefteLson City. 

November s.—Marched twenty-live miles to Westphalia; forded the 
Osage Eiver. 

November 9 .—Detained by a snow-storm. 

Novemher 40 .—^IVIarched sixteen miles to Lima. 

Novemher 11 .— Marched fifteen miles; crossed Ihe Gasconade Eir'er 
on a temporary bridge. 

Novemher 12. —Marched twenty-four miles and encamped on Spring- 
field road. 

November 13. —Marched twenty-eight miles via Union. 

Novemher 14 .— ^Alarched twent>"-five miles to Manchester. 

Novemher 15. —Marched twenty-two miles to Saint Louis and moved 
into Benton Barracks. 

Novemher 23. —Embarked on boat. 

Novemher 30. —Landed and disembarked at IiTashville, Tenn.; moA^ed 
into camj) two miles west of tlie city, where we are awaiting the ari'ival 
of Hood’s rebel army, now moving toward tliis place. 

Itinerary of the Third Division^ Coi. David Moore., Twenty first Mis¬ 
souri Infantry^ commandinij.^ 

Division moved from Pleasant Hill, scouring the country around, en 
route for Saint Louis. 

Novemher 7 .—Eeached Fayette; remained in camp two days and took 
up line of inarch, passing through C^olumbia and Saint Charles. 

Novemher 13. —Beached Saint Louis. irer(^ we remained in camp 
until the 24th, preparing for a field campaign; embarked on transports. 
November 27. —Eeached Cairo. 

Novemher SO .—Arrived at the city of Kavshville late in the evening. 

Itinerary of the First Brigade., Third Division., Col. Thomas J. Kin¬ 
ney^ One hundred and nineteenth Illhiois Infantry., commanding.* 

The brigade marched from Pleasant Hill, Mo., on O(*tober 31, by way 
of Lexington, Waverly, Glasgow, Payette, Columbia, Danville, War- 
renton, and Saint Charles, to Saint Louis, Mo. 

Novemher Arrived at Saint Louis, remaining until the 25th, when 
the brigade embarked on. transports and moved via (hiiro. Ill., to l^ash- 
ville, Tenn,, arriving about 1 a. in, on December 1, where the brigade 
now is. 

Itinerary of the Second Brigade., Third Division, Col. James I. Oil- 
bertj Twenty-seventh lotva Infantry, commanding.* 

Novemher 1 .—Moved from Snibar, Mo., at 6 a. m., sending out a 
scouting party upon either flank in advance. During the day three 
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small s<iuadvs of ^^imnillas \\ eio dir^covered and a few shots ex(*haiii>ed. 
They were piir^sued and 1 horse and 2 mules captured. Encauii)ed on 
Snihar, foiu* miles from Wellington; seven teen miles. 

Kovemher 2. —Marched at 0 a. m.; passed through Lexington; 
encamped on Tabo Creek; twenty-two miles. 

November J.—^IMarched through snow-storm to Waverly; tilteen miles. 

November i, —Marched on Glasgow load to Cow Creek; twenty-two 
miles. 

November J.—Marched to Glasgow and ferried the river in the night; 
twenty miles. 

November 6 ,—Lay in camp. 

November 7.—Marched at 8 a. m. to Fayette; twelve miles. 

November 8 and 9 ,—Lay in camp. 

November 10 .— Marched at 8 a. in. on road toward Warrenton and 
encamped at Eoclieport, on Missouri River; fourteen miles. 

November 11. —Marched at 8 a. in. on Warreiitoii road to Columbia; 
fifteen miles. 

November 12. —^Marched at 8 a. m, on Warrenton road to Doctor Mar- 
teen’s; eighteen miles. 

November 13. —Marched at 8 a. m. on Warrenton road, passing 
through Williamsburg, and encami)ed two miles east of town; foui'teen 
miles. 

November 11 .—Marched at 8 a. m., passing* through Danville to High 
Hill, and encamiied; sixteen miles. 

November 13 .—Marched at 8 a.m. to Warrenton and one mile beyond 
and encamped; sixteen miles. 

November 16. —Marched at 8 a. m. on Saint Charles road and en<*ami)ed 
at Barley’s; uiaeteen miles. 

November 17. —Marched at8 a. m. to Saint Charles; crossed the Mis¬ 
souri River and encamped on south side; twenty miles. 

November 18. —Marched to Saint Louis and encamped in Camp Gam¬ 
ble, where we lay until the 24th. 

November 21. —^Embarked on transports and moved to Cairo, Ill.; 
distance 200 miles. 

November 2S‘.—Reached Cairo; moved to Smithlaud and thence up 
the (vumberlaud River toward l^ashville, wliii^h place we shall prob¬ 
ably reach this evening [hToveinber 30J. 

Itinerary of the Third Brigade., Third Division., Ool. Ddward JS. Wolfe., 
Fifty second Indiana Infantry., commanding.* 

November 1. —Marching toward Lexington, Mo. 

November 2. —Reached Lexington. 

November 3 .—Passed through Dover; reached Waverly. 

Nov&inber 5 .—Reached Missouri River at Glasgow. 

Nov&inher 6 .—Grossed and went into camp. 

November 7 .—Reached Fayette; remained encamped two days, two 
regiments going on scouting* expedition in the meantime. 

November 10. —Reached Rocheport. 

Nove^nber 11. —Reached Columbia. 

November 15. —Reached Warrenton. 

November 17. —Reached Saint Charles. 

November 18. —Arrived at Saint Louis, Mo., where we remained 
encamped until the 24th, preparing for a field campaign. 

November 24. —Embarked on steamers. 
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Wovemher 27. —Eeacliocl Cairo. 

November 2H. —Eeached mouth of Cumberland Eiver. 

November 30 .—Arrived at Kashville, Tenn. 

Distance marched during the month, 265 miles. 

It horary of the Bivhton commanded by Col. Jonathan B. Moore^ Thirty- 
third Wiseonnin Infantry.^ commandingJ 

November 1 .—At Warrensburg, Mo. 

November 7, —Left Warrensburg by rail at 11 a. m. and arrived at 
Saint Louis on the 11th at 8 p. m. 

November 12. —Went into Benton Bairacks. 

November 23. —Left Benton Barracks; command embarked on tians- 
ports Isabella and Prairie Eose; fleet wsailed same day. 

November 30. —Arrived at hTashville, Tenn., and went into camp. 


NOYEMBEE 2, 1864.—Affair at Hazeffs Farm, near Devall’s Bluff, Ark. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Christopher C. Andreics^ commanding l3econd 
Division^ J^eventh Amny Corps. 

Hdqrs. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

BeralVs Bluffs Arh.^ November o’, 1861 — 10.,}() a. m. 

Captain Olaflin, Company D, Twelfth Michigan, stationed seven miles 
out on the railroad, reports that 8 of his men, witli thei r arms and accou¬ 
terments, were captured yesterday about three miles from his camp by 
fourteen bushwhackers, under Capt. Patrick H. Wheat, taken about 
three mUes, robbed, then paroled. Captain Chiflin had sent out eleven 
men for bricks at the Hazen farm, but in returning the party sepa¬ 
rated. The eight were together when attacked, but immediately sepa¬ 
rated and ran. I have ordered them to be sent here in arrest. Ca])- 
tain Wheat stated that he had been near tlie line of sentinels here at 
the Bluff and knew where all were posted; that there was another 
squad of his men in the neighborhood and that McCray was at Searcy. 

C. C. ANDEEWS, 

Brigad ier- General. 

Capt. C. H. Dyer, 

Little Bock. 


ITOVEMBEE 5-6, 1864.—Operations in Mississippi County, Mo., with skir- 
mishes at Charleston (5th) and near Sikeston (6th). 

RHHPOJRTS. 

No. 1.—Lient. Col. Hiram M. Hiller, Second Missouri Slate Militia (Cavalry. 

No. 2.—Lieut. Elon Gr. Rathbuii, Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

No. 1. 

Reports of lAeut. Col. Hiram M. Hiller^ Second Mlssoari State Militia 

Cavalry. 

Cape Girardeah, Mo., November d, 186i. 
General : I have received no official dispatch concerning the affair 
at Charleston. The telegraph operator informs me that while Captain 
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Diehl was at breakfast yesterday iiioriiiiig some twenty guerrillas made 
a dash into town, and wounded Captain D. seriously, one man slightly, 
and captured 8 men. They then left without doing further damage. 
Prom what I can learn, most of DiehPs horsemen were on a scout. The 
eight prisoners were taken out of town some seven milevS, robbed of 
everything of any value, and then sent back. They report the guerrilla 
force to be some sixty strong, under Colonel Birthright, a new man. 
I sent thirty men under Lieutenant Eathbun to Charleston at’once. 
They arrived there at 3 p. m., and started with what force Diehl could 
furnish on the trail of the rebels last evening. I will advise you as 
soon as I hear from them. 

H. M. HILLEE, 

Lieut encmt’Colonel, 

General Ewing. 


Gape Girardeau, Mo., November d, 186L 
General : Lieutenant Eathbun just informed me by telegraph from 
Charleston that Captain Edwards overtook the rebels near Sikeston 
this morning, and killed 15 and captured 5 of them. Lieutenant Eath¬ 
bun came upon a small squad of them, and killed 5 more, making a 
total of 20 killed and 5 captured out of the sixty who made the raid 
into Mississippi County yesterday, under command of Colonel Birth¬ 
right. The balance are reported scattered and endeavoring to get out 
of the State. 

H. M. HILLEE, 
Lieutenant-Golonelj Commanding, 

General Ewing. 


No. 2. 

Report of Lieut, Lion G, Rathhun^ Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 

Charleston, Mo., Lfovember d, 1804. 
Colonel: Captain Edwards overtook the rebels four miles from 
Sikeston and killed 15 and took 5 prisoners. I came up with a small 
squad of the rebels and killed 5. The rebels are scattered in small 
bands of five or six, and apparently trying to get out of the State. 
The Em'olled Missouri Militia acted splendidly. 

E. G. EATHBUN, 

First Lieutenant^-Commanding Expedition. 

Col. H. M. Hiller, 

Commandiyig^ Cape Girardeau^ Mo. 


NOVEMBEE 6~9, 1864—Expedition from Eolla to Licking, Texas County, 
Mo., with skirmish (9th) near Licking. 

Report of Capt. Ephraim L. Wehb^ Forty fourth Missouri Infantry. 

Headquarters, 

Rolla,, l/o., November 10^ 1864. 

Sir : Special Orders, No. 205, from these headquarters, dated Novem¬ 
ber 5,1864, ordering Capt. E. L. Webb, Company B, Forty-fourth Mis- 
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souri Infantry Volunteers, to proe(‘ed to Licking’, TexavS County, and 
enable the loyal citizens there to liold an election on the 8th instant, 
was complied with; election held. On the 9tli started back to Eolla. 
About nine miles ixoin Licking, close to the residence of a gentleman 
by the name of Keed, my company was attacked by about 400 guer¬ 
rillas. 1 immediately placed my men in line of battle and fouglit them 
about an hour; repulsed them, killing* ?> and wounding 7; killed several 
horses. Fought them over the ground of attack and marched my men 
to this place without the loss of a man. I lost 2 horses, which was all 
the loss 1 sustained. My men fought bravcOy and stood up to the 
work. 1 found the loyal (dtizeiis of Texas County in a destitute (*ou- 
dition. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. L. WEBB, 

Captain Company J57, Forty-fourth Missouri Infty, Vols, 
Col. A. SiG-EL, 

Commanding Post, Bollay Mo. 


NOVEMBER 6-14,1864.—Operations in Colorado Territory. 

Report of Brig. Gen. P. Edward Connor^ U. 8. Army^ oommay^ding District 

of Utah. 

DenyePv, Colo. Tee., Kovemher 21^ IHbl. 

General: I have the honor to report that lu pursuance of the 
determination, of which you were apprised by telegraph, 1 left Camp 
Douglas on the 5th instant and arrived liere on the night of the 14th. 
The winter season has set in unusually early and with great severity 
on both sides of the Rocky Mountain range, and heavy storms and deep 
snows have prevailed dui'ing almost the entire current month. The 
roads in many places between Port Bridger and this point are blocked 
and impassable for loaded trains, and destitute of forage. In view of 
these facts, and the additional one that [if] iny cavalry could get 
through at all, the horses would be useless for acitive service after 
arrival in this vicinity, while the men would necessarily suffer much 
ftom the intense cold, 1 have deemed it prudent to halt at Fort Bridger, 
Wyo. Ter., the two companies of cavalry which left Camp Douglas on 
the 6th instant. Since my arrival hei‘e I tiud the Indian country inter¬ 
sected and cut u]) by several military districts, the commanders of 
which appear to be of opinion that they can spare no troops lor a win¬ 
ter campaign against the Indians. Possessing no authority to move 
any of these troops, which, in my judgment, could be spared for such 
purpose, and it being impossible to transport hither my own men, I 
am unable to even attempt an expedition against the savages, who, I 
am credibly informed, are now in winter quarters on the Republican 
Fork and the Arkansas River. Any expedition against the Indians 
which would not probably result in their signal chastisement, would be 
productive of harm rather than good, and until suitable arrangements 
to that end shall have been made, I do not deem it wise or prudent 
either to undertake or advise a campaign against them. I hope to be 
able to transport my two companies of cavalry hither early in the 
spring, before the savages break their winter encampments, whence 
they will not depart until the grass on the plains will furnish forage 
for their ponies, and the early immigration tempt them to renewed 
plunder and outrage. 
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treasure jfrom the western to the eastern borders of the continent must 
be as apparent to the department as it can be to me. In time of pro¬ 
found peace it would furnish the people a most wholesome check against 
exorbitant rates of freight and insurance by sea, but in case of war 
with any maritime power it would be not merely invaluable but essen¬ 
tial to the entire country. 

r have the honor to remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

P. EDW. (JOKKOE, 

Brigadier’General^ U. /S^ Army^ Comdg, Dist, of TJtalu 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Chief of Staffs U. Army^ Washington^ J). G, 


NOVEMBER 5-16, 1864.—Expedition from Springfield, Mo., to Fort Smith, 
Ark., with skirmishes (6th) near Cincinnati, Ark. 

Report of Maj, Janies A, Melton^ Second Arkansas Caralry (Union), 

Bpeingfibld, Mo., Worember 17^ 1804. 

General: In pursuance of SiDecial Orders, hTo. 2, dated head¬ 
quarters Cavalry Division, Cassville, Mo., November 5, I left Cassville, 
Mo., on the 5th instant with 210 men of the Second Arkansas Cavalry, 
and was joined by Major Burch, of the Eighth Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry, with 160 men. I camped on the night of the 5th instant in 
seven miles of Bentonville, Ark. The 6th I passed through Cincin¬ 
nati on the inner line and camped six miles from that place. During 
the day I had several skirmishes with Alaj. Buck Brown’s men, who 
were (Bsbanded and in small squads, killing 7 and W’-ounding 1, taking 
1 prisoner. 7th, marched forty-five miles and encamped near Fort 
Smith. 8th, arrived at Fort Smith, and for the scarcity of forage was 
compelled to recross the river and ^'aze on the (*aiie. 0th, marched to 
Dripping Springs and camped. 10th, came to Willhite’s, twenty miles 
from Fayetteville, and found enough forage to feed once, being the first 
corn we found since the morning of the 6th. 11th, went to Fayetteville 
and camped. 12th, marched twenty miles and camped; had plenty of 
forage. From there I marched slow, feeding when forage could be 
obtained, and arrived at Springfield on the lOtli. During the scout I 
had two horses wounded, but abandoned none on the march. In the 
vicinity of Bentonville as much as one battalion of cavalry might be 
subsisted for two months. My horses at this time are in very good 
condition. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. MELTON, 

Major Second Arkansas Cavalry, 

[General John B. Sanborn.] 


NOVEMBER 5-23, 1864—Expedition from Lewisbnrg to Fort Smith, Ark., 

with skirmishes. 

Report of Col, Abraham JEC, Ryan^ Third ArTcansas Cavalry (Union), 

Lewisburg, Wovember ^5, 1864 — 3,15 p, m. 
Captain : Captain Hamilton, who left here on the 5th instant with 
200 men, has just returned from scout and escort to supply train to 
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Fort Smitli. He had several skirmishes with the enemy, killing 11 
and capturing 1 lieutenant and 14 men, principally of Cabell’s command. 
On his return cai)tured two trains belonging to citizens going South, 
The supply train expects to reach here to-morrow. Captain Hamilton 
was ordered to Dover and if necessary to proceed with the train as far 
as Clarksville. At that place Colonel Johnson, First Arkansas In¬ 
fantry, vith two regiments of infantry, met the train and assumed 
command, ordering Captain Hamilton ^vith his command to proceed 
with the train to Fort Smith. The captain represented to Colonel 
Johnson the necessity for his return to this place, but without avail. 
The colonel insisted on his going through. 

Eespectfullv, 

A. H. EYAN, 

Colonel. 

Capt. C. H. Dylb, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NOVEMBEE 6-7, 1864.—Scout in Callaway County, Mo. 

Report of Maj. Douglas Dale^ Fourth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. Detach. Fourth Cav. Mo. State Militia, 

Fulton^ Mo.j Noeemler 8,1864. 

General : On the night of the 5th instant Dorsey, with 200 men, 
camped ten miles southwest of this place. At 12 midnight he took up 
the line of march for some point on the Missouri Eiver. I received 
information that ho was in camp at the place above mentioned at noon 
of the 6th. I immediatelj" went in pursuit Avith sixty-hve of my com¬ 
mand. I struck the trail late in the evening at a point ten miles west 
of south of this place, and found that he was bearing east. T followed 
the trail through by-roads and plantations until near midnight, when 
I lost his trail and came to a halt. I learned that there were two Union 
familiOvS within a mile of me. I sent a sergeant to one jilace for in¬ 
formation of the Avhereabouts of the enemy. I also sent for and pro- 
cui‘ed a Union man for a guide. I learned that the enemy were crossing 
the river two miles and a half below Cote Sans Dessein, at the farm of 
one Swan Ferguson. I delayed no time after receiving information, but 
moved at once. At about 1 o’clock I arrived at the farm of Ferguson. 
Not seeing any camp-fii'es of the enemy, I sent two men, dismounted, 
to reconnoiter for his camii. In about one hoxu' his camp was found, 
or rather his point of crossing, Avith a few men and horses still remain¬ 
ing on this side. I dismounted all of my men, leaving ten men to guard 
the horses. I went into the brush with my men and moved cautiously, 
and surrounded the point at which the enemy were crossing the river, 
and arrmng at their fires found that I was too late. The last load had 
crossed intervening the time that the camp was discovered and the 
report could reach me and I could move to the place of the crossing. 
It was pitch darkness, thick brush and heavy timber to pass through. 
My information up to this time had been that the enemy were crossing 
in skiffs. I remained on the ground till daylight, and ascertained that 
Dorsey had captured a steam-boaf at dusk, but I did not learn the name 
of the steam-boat. 

On my return to this place a detachment of one sergeant and five 
men of my command pmsued tAvo of Dorsey’s men from the river a 



912 


LOUISIANA AND THE TEANS-MISSTSSIPPI. 


[Chap LIII. 


distance of fifteen miles, following tlieni by their tracks, overhauled 
them, killed 1, mortally wounded the other, and slightly wounded 
a thu‘d, who had fallen in company with the two. A short time 
before my men came upon them, captured their arms and equipments, 
consisting of blankets, saddle-bags, and a regular outfit for the brush 
confederacy. One pair of the saddle-bags had a new pair of Federal 
cavalry pants in them. Conscripts arc coming in slowly. I think this 
country is quiet for the present, but I cannot tell liow long it will 
remain so. It is with much difficulty that we can obtain information 
from citizens as to where an enemy is in this country. 

General, I am. with much respect, your obedient servant, 

D. GALE, 

Major Fourth Gav,^ Missouri ^tate Comdg, at Fulton^ Mo, 
[Brig. Gen. E. B. Beown.] 


NOVEMBEE 6-16, 1864.—Affairs at Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter. 

Reports of Maj, Scott J, Anthony,, First Colorado Cavalry, 

Headquarters Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., 

Nor^emher 6^ 186L 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I arrived at this post and as¬ 
sumed command November 2, in obedience to Special Orders, Ko, 4, 
headquarters District, October 17,1864. Maj. E. W. Wynkoop, First 
Cavalry of Colorado, was in command of ihe post,* 113 lodges oi* Ara¬ 
pahoe Indians, under their chiefs Little Raven, Left-hand, Nervah, 
Storms, and Knock-knee, and numbering in men, women, and children 
652 persons, were encamped in a body about two miles from the post, 
and were daily visiting the post and receiving supiilies fiom the com¬ 
missary department, the supplies being issued by Lieul. C. M. Cos- 
sitt, acting commissary of subsistence, under orders from Maj. E. W. 
Wynkoop, commanding post. I immediately gave instructions to arrest 
all Indians coming within the post until 1 (*ould learn something more 
about them. Went down and met their bead chiefs half-way between 
the post and their camp, and demanded oi* them by what authority 
and for what purpose they were encamped here. They replied that 
they had always been on peaceable terms with the whites, had never 
desired any other than peace, and could not bo induced to fight. That 
other tribes were at war, and therefore they had come into the vicinity 
of a post in order to show that they desired peace, and to be where the 
traveling public would not be frightened by them, or the Indians be 
harmed hj travelers or soldiers on the road. I informed them that I 
could not permit any body of armed men to camp in the vicinity of the 
post, nor Indians to visit the post except as prisoners of war. They 
replied that they had but very few arms and but few horses, but were 
here to accept any terms that I proposed. I then told them that I 
should demand their arms and all stock they had in their povssession 
which had ever belonged to white men. 

They at once accepted these terms. I then proceeded with a com¬ 
pany of cavalry to the vicinity of their camp, leaving my men secreted, 
and crossed to their camp; received their arms from them and sent out 
men to look through their herd for United States or citizens’ stock, and 
to take all stock except Indian ponies. Found ten mules and four 
horses, which have been tuimed over to the acting assistant <iuarter- 
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master. Their arms are iu very poor condition and but few, with little 
ammunition. Their horses far below the average grade of Indians’ 
horses. In fact, these that are here could make but a feeble fight if 
they desii*ed war. 1 have permitted them to remain encamped near 
the post unarmed as prisoners until your wishes can be heard in the 
matter. In the interval, if 1 can learn that any of their warriors have 
been engaged in any depredations that have been committed, will 
arrest them and place all such in close confinement. I am of the opin¬ 
ion that the waniors of the Arapahoes who have been engaged in war 
are all now on the Smoky Hill or with the Sioux Indians, and have all 
the serviceable arms and horses belonging to the tribe, while these here 
are too iDOor to fight, even though they desired war. Mne Cheyenne 
Indians sent in to-day wishing to see me. They state that GOO cf that 
tribe are now thii*ty-tive miles north of here (*oming toward the post, 
and 2,000 about seventy-five miles away waiting for better weather to 
enable them to come in. I shall not i)erinit them to come in, even as 
prisoners, for the reason that if I do shall have to subsist them upon 
a prisoner’s ration. I shall, however, demand them arms, all stolen 
stock, and the perpetrators of all depredations; am of the opinion that 
they will not accept this proposition, but that they will i‘eturn to the 
Smoky Hill. They pretend that they want peace, and I think they do 
now, as they cannot fight during the winter, except where a small 
band of them can find an unprotected train or frontier settlement. I 
do not think it is policy to make peace with them now until all })erpe- 
trators of depredations are siuTendered up, to be dealt with as we may 
propose. The force eflective for the fi(dd at the post is only about 100 
and one company (K, New Mexico Volunteers) vsent here by order ot 
General Carlton, commanding department of New Mexico; were sent 
with orders to remain sixty days, and then report back to Fort Union. 
Their sixty days will ex])ire on the 10th November instant. Shall I 
keep them here for a longer period or permit them to return? TheElio- 
was and Comanches, who have all the stock stolen upon the Arkan¬ 
sas routes, are reported south of the Arkansas River and toward the 
Red River. The Cheyennes are between here and the Smoky Hill. Part 
of the Arapahoes ai‘e near this post, the remainder north of the Platte. 
With the bands divided iu this vay one thousand cavalry could now 
overtake them and punish some of them se^^erely, I think; but with the 
force here it can only be made available to protect the post. I shall 
not permit the Cheyennes to <*amp here, but will permit the Arapahoes 
now hereto remain in them present camp as prisoners until your action 
is had in the matter. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SCOTT J. ANTHONY, 

Major First Cavalry of Colorado^ Commanding Post 

AoTiNa Assistant Adjutant-General, 

District of TJ]^jyer Arlcansas^ Fort Eiley^ Kans. 

[Indortiement J 

Headquarters District of Upper Arkansas, 

Fort Riley, November 22,1864. 

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the general command¬ 
ing, respectfully asking for instruction in regard to the Arapahoe In¬ 
dians, kept and fed as prisoners at Fort Lyon. 

Major Anthony has been instructed to carry out General Field Orders, 
No. 2, July 31,18C4, fully until further iustructions from department 
58 R R—VOL XLI, pt I 
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headquarters. I would also state that 1 have learned, uuohiciallyj that 
on Saturday, the 12th instant, 2 white men were killed and 5 wagons 
destroyed near Fort Lamed by a party of Indians numbering about 
thirty. Have wi'itten to commanding officer at Fort Lamed in refer¬ 
ence to it, and iiivstructed him to report all cases of Indian depreda¬ 
tions that may come to his knowledge. 

B. S. HENNIISIG, 

Major Third Wiseonshi Cavalry^ Commanding District. 


Headquarters, 

Fori Lyon., Colo. Ter.^ November 16) 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that since my last report on the 7th [Cthl 
hivstant the Cheyenne Indians, numbering about 200, under their head 
chief. Black Kettle, have sent into the post a request to meet me for a 
council. I met them and had a talk. They profess friendship for the 
whites, and say they never desired war, and do not now. They were 
very desii*ous of visiting the post and coming in with their whole band. 
1 would not permit this, but told them they might camp on Sound 
Creek, twenty-five miles northeast of the post, until the pleasure of 
the commanding officer of the district could be learned. They appear 
to want peace, and want some one authorized to make a permanent 
settlement of all troubles with them to meet them and agree upon 
terms. I told them that I was not authorized as yet to say that any 
permanent peace could be established, but that no war would be waged 
against them until your pleasure was heard. I am satisfied that all 
of the Arapahoes and Cheyennes who have visited this post desire peace, 
yet many of theix* men of these bands are now on the Smoky Hill and 
Platte, having in their possession a large amount of stolen stock. I 
have been trying to let the Indians that I have talked witli think that 
I have no desire for trouble with them, but that I could not agree upon 
a iiermanent peace until I was authorized by you, thus keeping mat¬ 
ters quiet for the present, a<nd until troops enough ai’c sent out to 
enforce any demand wo may choose to make. It would be easy for us 
here to fight the few Indian warriors that have (‘ome into the post, but 
as soon as we assume a hostile attitude the travel upon the road will 
be cut off, and the settlements above and upon the different streams 
will be completely broken up, as we are not strong enough to follow 
them and fight them upon their own ground. Some of the Cheyenne 
and Arapahoe Indians can be made useful to us. Some have already 
given us valuable inlbrmation, and one Cheyenne (One Eye) havS en¬ 
gaged to visit the Sioux camp and inform us of their movements and 
intentions. The Arapahoe Indians that I found here upon my arrival 
are perfectly harmless wliile here, but T do not consider it policy for 
them to remain here. Shall talk with them again, and I think will 
send them between this and the Sioux camp, where they can kill game 
to subsist upon. JTeither of these tribes are satisfied with me for not 
permitting them to visit the post, and cannot understand why I will 
not make peace with them. My intention, however, is to let matters 
remain dormant until troops can be sent out to take the field against 
all the tribes. Will write more particulars by next mail. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SCOTT J. ANTHONY, 

Major First Cavalry of Colorado^ Commanding Post. 

Lieut. A. Helliwell, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Oen.j District of Uj^jper Arkansas. 
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Headquarter^^ District of Upper Arkansas, 

Fort Eilei/j Kans.^ December 7, 1864.» 

Eespectfiilly forwarded to Maj. C. S. Chariot, assistant adjiitant- 
geiioral, Departaiciit of Kansas, for the information of tlie general (*oin- 
manding, ^^ith a copy of letter of instructions from these headrxuarters 
to Major Anthony in regard to the Cheyennes mentioned herein. 

It is presumed that Major Anthony has re(*eived these instructions 
by this time, and Avill act upon them. 

B. S. HEKNIKG, 

Major Third Wisconsin Gamlry^ Commanding District, 


[Im If sure ] 

Headqitaetees Disteigt gp Uppeb Ap.kansas, 

Fort BUey, Ffovember 5,1S61. 

Maj. Scott J. Anthony, 

Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter.: 

Majoe: 

X* » * * -ie # * 

Field Orders, Ko. 2, dated July 31, iwS still in for(*e, and the general 
expects that it will be carried out faithfully. 

* * X » 3 C * * 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. 8. HENNING, 

Major Third Wisconsin Cavalry^ Commanding District, 


NOVEMBER 9-15,. 1864.—Scout from Devall’s Bluff to Searcy and Clinton, 

Ark. 

Dejwrt of Maj, Harris 8(, CreenOj Fourth Arl'ansas Cax'alry {Union), 

Headquarters Fourth Arkansas Cavalry, 
Cavalry Dej^ot^ DevalVs November 15^ :186L 

Captain: In pursuance of instructions from headquarters Second 
Division, Seventh Army Corps, DevalPs Bluff, Ark., November 8,18G4, 
I marched with the scout under my command, consisting of 130 men of 
the Fourth Arkansas Cavalry, on the morning of the 9th instant, in the 
dire(*tion of Batesville, Ark. I x>roceeded without interruption to near 
Hickory Plains the first day. On the morning of llie 10th instant I 
marched with my command in the direction of »Sear<\v, Ark., and went 
into camp five miles north of Searcy the same evening. During the 
day’s march I captured 1 prisoner, who had deserted Price’s army at 
Pineville, Mo. From him and from citizens who had conversed with 
several deserters from Price’s command and returned home, I learned 
that Price \vith his main force had marched in the direction of Fort 
Smith, Ark., with a view to cross the Arkansas River either at Fort 
Smith or at a point west of that place. On the 11th instant I marched 
to Fairview, a place twenty miles south of Batesville. At this place I 
gained additional information in regard to the movements of Price’s 
ai*my, corroborating the statements of others, that Price intended to 
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cross tlie Arkansas liiver west of Fort Smith. I (*aptured 3 more de¬ 
serters from Price’s army at Fairview, wlio (daimed to belong to Cole¬ 
man’s regiment. From these men 1 learned that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Crabtree, commanding Coleman’s regiment, was marching in the direc¬ 
tion of Searcy, and that he intended to make Searcy his headquarters. 
I also learned Irom prisoners I had <*aptiired that Colonel AlcCray was 
marching down White River, and was going to Jacksonport with two 
regiments, Colomd CiandalPs and Baber’s, and the citizens informed 
me that small ]>arties of from fifteen to fifty had been passing through 
on the Clinton and Jacksoni)ort road for a week past; they all reported 
that they were ordered to Jacksonport for the purpose of collecting 
vsupplies for McCray’s brigade. All the iirisoners I obtained seemed to 
understand perfectly \\ell that McCiay would make headquarters at 
Jacksonport or Bates\dlle. J went into camp a few miles north of Fair- 
view the evening of the 11th instant, and sent a detachment of fifteen 
men under charge of alieiitenaut in the direction of Clinton with orders 
to proceed as far as they could safely, and return to camp by daylight 
next morning, and obtain all the intormation possible in regard to the 
wliereabouts of McCray, or any other force moving in the direction oi 
Batesville or Jacksonport. This ])arty proceeded some six or mght 
miles in the direction of Clinton, and by passing themselves ofi‘ as Con¬ 
federates succeeded in capturing several prisoners and obtaining con¬ 
siderable information in regard to the movements of the rebel forces 
that left Price’s army and came in this direction. 

From all the information I was able to obtain the condition of afiairs 
in NTortherii Arkansas at the present time is as follows: 

There has already retiumed to Batesville, »raeksonport, and Searcy 
three regiments, all under Colonel McCray. Those regiments are Cole¬ 
man’s, Crandall’s, and Baber’s. Coleman’s regiment, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Crabtree, when all together, numbers about 300 
men; Crandall’s and Baber’s some 250 each, but of these two-thirds 
of the men have deserted, and say they will never go out again. They 
have thrown away their arms and are nearly all at tlieir homes. They 
arc aU greatly demoralized and discouraged; those 1 saw all agree in 
the statement that Price’s army was badly wliij)]>ed at every ])oiiit, and 
all greatly demoralized, and large numbers are deserting. From some 
I learned that either Shelby or Fagan intended to dro]) down in this 
part of the State with their commands. Although this seemed very 
uncertain, one thing appeared quite evident: If a scout oi* 400 or 500 
cavahy could go up through that country at the present time or very 
soon, McCray could be taken in and most of his men picked up, vdth 
the proper exertion, but if they are allowed to remain undisturbed long 
enough, they may reorganize and give us considerable trouble during 
the coming winter. About Jacksonport there has been a very good 
crop of corn raised. On the morning of the 12th instant I moved back 
with my command in the direction of Searcy, intending to hunt np 
Crabtree and give him fight. I found Little Red River had raised con¬ 
siderable since I had crossed up and was still rising, and it was with 
much difficulty that I crossed my command, being compelled to swim 
some of my horses. I camped near Searcy and on the morning of the 
13th instant I sent a detacbmeiit ui) the Searcy Valley to ascertain the 
* whereabouts of the rebel forces. The deta(*hmeut returned during the 
afternoon and reported that the regiment under Crabtree had scattered 
ill every direction and would not give me a fight. We captured a Cap¬ 
tain Bolton, of Coleman’s regiment, and two of his men. I would 
have proceeded farther vrtth my command had it not been for the fact 
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that my horses had no shoes on their hind feet Tvhen I left, and some of 
them no shoes at all, and they became very lame traveling on rocky 
roads, and if I had gone farther I would have been compelled to aban¬ 
don many of the horses of my command,- and, furthermore, my com¬ 
mand was too small to operate to advantage. Consequently I deemed 
it best to return, which I did, by slow marching, arriving at Devall’s 
Bluff the evening of the 15th instant, having been absent seven days 
and captured 1 captain and 9 men of the rebel army, and 15 head of 
horses and mules. I lost no men and but 1 horse on the trip. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. S. GBEENO, 

Major Fourth Arhanms Cavalry^ Commanding t^cout, 

Oapt. GEonaE Monroe, 

Adjt, Gen,j t^econd Seventh Army Corps. 


[Indorsement ] 

Headquarters District of Little Eock, 

Fovemher 19., 186 i. 

The within report is respectfully forwarded for the information of 
the major general commanding the department. 

This report indicates that there are thi‘ee or more i‘ebel regiments 
with 1,000 men or more in the \dcinity of elacksonport and scat¬ 
tered through the country I recommend that 1 be authorized to send 
about 1,500 men of Geiger’s brigade of cavalry, in two detachments, 
500 to operate north and west of Searcy for ten days, and 1,000 to 
operate east of White Eiver as follows: To remain in the vicinity of 
Augusta, Cotton Plant, and Jackwsonport about two weeks, then to 
move leisurely toward ileleiia, scouring the country, and from Helena 
to go into the Indian Bay neighborhood, and after scouring that country 
thoroughly, to return. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

E. A. CAEE, 

Brigadier-General., Commanding. 


NOVEMBER 11-21, 1864.—Scout from Spriugfeld, Mo., to Huntsville and 
Yellville, Ark., with skirmishes. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Hugh Cameron, Second Arkansas Caxml'^y {Union). 

Springfield, Mo., Novemhex^ 22, 1864, 
General: T have the honor to report that in obedience to Special 
Orders, No. 2, dated headquarters Cavalry Brigade, in the field, Cass- 
ville, Mo., November 11, 1804, 1 left Cassville, Mo., November 11, 
1864, about noon, with 100 men of the Second Arkansas Cavalry, and 
reached Berryville. Ark., on the 12th. Here my advance encountered 
Major Lauderdale; fired upon and wounded him, killing his horse. 
Lieutenant Gipson, commanding the advance, ordered Cori)l. Eobert 
J. Foster, Company A, Second Arkansas Cavalry, to take charge of 
said Major Lauderdale and convey him to the commanding officer. This 
order Corporal Foster did not execute; but leaving the prisoner at Mrs. 
Hollman’s house without guard, permitted him to escape. Major Lau¬ 
derdale was at Berryville for the purpose of coUecting stragglers and 
hastening them forward to their respective commands. 
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On the inorning ot* the 13th I sent forward my transportation in 
charge of sixty men, commanded by Captain Eoberts, direct to Oaiie- 
toii, Ark., and moved in person with the remainder of my command up 
Osage Oieek in pursuit of Lieutenant-Colonel FuUbright and Major 
Harrell, who J was informed were encamped on Dry Fork. These 
officers had left just in time to be out of my reach, ha\diig gone in the 
direction of Kingston and Hunts\dlle to join the forces under Colonel 
Hunter and Major Brovni. I took hve of these stragglers prisoners, 
left 2 severely wounded, <»aptured (> hoi-ses and horse equiimients and 2 
mules. 

On the 14th, at 3 a. m., I moved with the main body of my command 
in the direction of Jasper, Searcy County, Ark., sending a detachment 
of twenty-live men under command of Lieutenant Smith up Crooked 
Creek with orders to approach as near Yellville as possible to learn 
what he could of the presence, strength, and position of any rebel force, 
and report to me at Lebanon, Searcy County, on the 17th, if not pre¬ 
vented by superior force. He proceeded as far as Clipper’s Mills. 
Finding the rebels too numerous to go farther, he retm’ned, bringing 
with him six prisoners and the same number of horses and horse equip¬ 
ments. My advance lii*ed upon Lieut. John Hearing, of Cissell’s com¬ 
pany, near Hudson’s Mills, but did not succeed in taking him. 

On the morning of the 15th X returned dii*ectly to Crooked Creek 
and marched up said creek as far as Clear Creek. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hich(ds, commanding Jackman’s regiment, was met by my scouts on 
the edge of Eolling Prairie, and closely imrsued for two or three miles, 
but effected an escape. His camp is reported to be on Marshall Praiiie. 
One prisoner was taken. 

On the ICth at about 8 o’clock I moved on Yellvillo with 100 men. 
Encountered a small force of Bchnable’s regiment, killed 2, took 9 prison¬ 
ers, and captured 7 horses and equii)ments. Lieutenant Hastings, 
Schnable’s regiment, was among the killed. At 8 p. m. I moved in the 
direction of Talbot’s Ferry, intending to cross White Eiver before the 
rebels would have time to concentrate. Having completed about one- 
half of my intended night march, my rear was fired upon by a party 
of bushwhackers, which occasioned some delay. One U. B, horse was 
crippled. The injmy done to the bushwhackers is unknown. I effected 
the crossing of the river by daylight of the morning of the 17th with¬ 
out loss or accident and continued the march as far as Colonel Oayces’, 
captui'ing 7 prisoners, among them Major Mooney, of Bchuable’s regi¬ 
ment, and 5 horses and ecpiipments. 

On the 18th 1 marched to Little Horth Fork. Thi’ee prisoners escaped 
from the guard, Captain Bowlin, Company L, and Lieutenant Hankins, 
Company D, ha\ing charge of said prisoners and guard. 

On the 19th I moved to Beaver Creek and on the 20th to Swan Creek, 
where 1 prisoner was permitted to escape, Captain Mill saps, Company 
E, and Lieutenant Smith, Company L, having charge of said prisoner. 

On the 21st, at about 3 p, m., I reached Springfield with my entire 
command, having lost only two 11. S. horses and having com])leted 
a march of about 400 miles in about ten days. I brought in 22 x>vis- 
oners, 19 horses, 5 mules, 7 revolvers, 4 McClellan saddles, about $000 
of Confederate scrip and $3.45 TJ, B, money; also several citizens’ 
saddles, a large variety of arms, including several fine shotguns, with 
an assortment of blankets and clothing marked TJ. S. About ten 
bushels of salt was captured on the trip. From pretty reliable sources 
I learned that three brigades ].)arted from Price’s army at Pineville, 
Mo., and moved in the direction of Batesville, Ark,—Freeman’s, Shel- 
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by’fi, and McCray^. These commands are scattered from Marshall 
Prairie to Batesville, the object being to consume the forage and 
abandon the country north of the Arkansas Eiver. Colonel Hunter 
and Majors Brown and Harrell, with about 2,000 men, are supposed 
to be in and about Kingston and Huntsville. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Nichols, with about 000 of Jackman’s regiment, on Marshall Prairie; 
Colonel Schnable, with about 500 of his own regiment, at and about 
Yellville, and General Pains, with the Missouri State Guard, on Cowan 
Barrens. Pains’ strength not known. I found sufficient forage to 
subsist my animals, but it is not plentiful. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

HUGH CAMEPON, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Second ArMnsas Cavalryj Commanding Scout 
Brigadier-General Sanborn, 

Comdg, District of Soutlnoesi Missoitri^ Springfield^ Mo, 


NOVEMBER 12, 1864.—Skirmish near CentreviUe, Mo. 


Report of Col. Albert Slgel^ Fifth Missouri State Militia Cavalry^ com¬ 
manding District of Rolla, 


PoiiLA, November 12^ 18Gi—6 p. m. 
Lieutenant Storz, Company K, Fifth Missoiui State Militia, had a 
light with a gang of bushwhackers twelve miles northwest of Centre- 
ville. He killed 3 and wounded 3 and eaptxn*ed 11 horses and 2 rides; 
he lost 1 horse and had 1 man wounded in the kne(^ 


Maj. Prank S. Bond, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


A. SIGEL, 

Colonel., Commanding District, 


NOVEMBER 13, 1864.—Skirmish with Indians at Ash Creek, near Port 

Lamed, Rans. 

Report of Capt. Theodore Conhey^ Third Wisco7isin Cavalry, 

Headquarters, 

Fort Zarah, Kans,, November 15,1864, 
Sir: I have the honor to communicate for your information that on 
the night of the 13th iiustaiit, just after dark, an attack was made-by a 
party of Indians, supi)osed to be about thirty in number, upon a train 
of five wagons loaded with corn for Fort Lamed while in camp at Ash 
Creek, twelve miles this side of that i^ost. One man belonging to the 
train is believed to be mortally wounded; the others, four in number, 
made their escape with the loss of their stock. This information was 
communicated to me by Captain Jacobs, in command ofthe post at Fort 
Lamed, on the afternoon of the 14th, and I immediately dispatched a 
scouting party up Walnut Creek in the direction it was said the Indians 
had taken. This scout ])roceeded thirty miles or moi‘e up the creek, 
but saw no signs of Indians. The opinion prevails among men experi¬ 
enced in Indian character and habits that this party was composed 
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priiicii)ally of Pawiieet?, from the fact that their plundering excursions 
aie always made on foot, and as they were all dismounted and neglected 
to scalp "the wounded man, who lay directly in their path, It would seem 
to coulli'm the opinion entertained tliat they were Pawnees and their 
ohjecd plunder. 

Very res])eetfiillv, your obedient servant, 

* ■ THEO. OOKKEY, 

Captain^ Third Wisconsid Cavalry^ Commanding Post. 

Lieut. J. E. Tappan, 

Acting Assistant Adjuta^ii-GeneraL 

1 ^n^lor^pnleTlt ] 

Headquarters District ofJD’pper Arkansas, 

Port Riley^ Kans.^ Xoremher 26^ 1864. 

Eespectfally forwarded to department headquarters for the informa¬ 
tion of the general commanding. 

The supposition of Captain Conkey in regard to Indians being Paw¬ 
nees may not be correct, as since then Captain Booth and Lieutenant 
Helliwell were attacked in same vi<*inity by mounted Indians, as ])er 
report previously forwarded. 

B. S. HElTNfilG, 

Major Third Wisconsin (ktralry, Commanding District. 


IT0VE2OEE 13-16, 1864.—Scout in Pemiscot County, Mo., with skir¬ 
mish. 

Report of Capt. James TP. EdunirdSy Second Missouri H*afe Militia Cav- 

airy. 


Headquarters Post, 

Pew iLrnr7r/V7, i¥o., November 16^ 1864. 

Colonel : Information ha\ing been received that a force of guerrillas, 
amounting to about 150, were rendezvousing near Cowskiii, Pemiscot 
County, I concluded to ascertain the facts and took forty of the Becoud 
Cavalry and thii*ty of the Enrolled Missouri IMilitia and marched on 
Sunday morning hist, scoiu*ed the whole country between here and tliat 
point, and could not hnd nor hear of any force outside^ of o(*casional 
stragglers. Bun on two guerrilla ofdcers, f^ixjtaiii Kelly, who suc(‘eeds 
Bulge Powell, and one of his lieutenants, named Walker. Killed the 
latter and probably wounded the captain. Tiny had just crossed from 
the Tennesvsee shore and had stolen a couple of horses. Also captured 
2 prisoners, one a member of Bill Forrest’s command, who says lie was 
deserting, which we have ('ause for believing. He says Forrest is ])il- 
laging on the borders of Tennessee, and occasionally'crossing to this 
side tor the same purpose. The Enrolled Missouri Militia under Cap¬ 
tains Howard and Kock behaved handsomely, and I think will do to 
rely upon in any emergency. They were picked men. Found Captain 
Hays’ company of citizens in arms and ready for light. His force is 
small, and are somewhat uneasy, being so lar from assistance. 

J. W. EDWARDS, 
Captain., Commanding. 

Lieut. Col. H. M. Hiller, 

Comdg. Heeond 8uh District., Cape Girardeau.^ Mo. 
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KOVEMBEE 16-18, 1864.—Scout from Devall’s Bluff to West Point, Ark., 

with skirmishes. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Christopher C. Andrews^ U. Army^ commanding 
Second Division.^ Seventh Army Corps. 

Hdqr?{. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

DevalVs Bluff., ArA\, Kovemher 18^ 1864—10 a. on. 

Colonel : Tlio scout of 150 infantry under Captain Dreher, Third 
Minnesota, and sixty cavalry under Captain Flesher, Mnth Kansas, 
which started for West Point on the Ella Wednesday morning, has re¬ 
turned. One liundied of the infantry landed below Kegi*o Hill and 
marched to West Point in the night, where it captured Lieutenant 
Oliphaiit, a notorious fellow, and ten other rebels, and then returned, 
having marched thirty miles in the rain on heavy roads. The cavalry 
landed two miles up Little Red and scouted ten miles out between that 
river and the White, capturing 6 prisoners, 10 horses, also destroying 
some saddles. Ko accident happened to any of our men. McCray is 
reported near Jacksonport with about 500 men. 1 am anxious to send 
a scout up of infantry and cavahy there on a boat. Generals Carr and 
West are still here. 

C. 0. ANDREWS, 

Brigadier- General. 

Lieut. Col. W. D. Green, 

Little Rock. 


STOVEMBEE 16-23,1864.—Expedition from Brookfield to Brunswick, Keytes- 
ville, and Salisbury, Mo. 

Report of Gapt. JEH J. Cnmdall^ Sixty-secooid Regiment JEoirolled Mis¬ 
souri Militia. 

Hdqrs. P>att., 62 d Reg-t. Enrolled Mo. Militia, 

Brookfield., Mo.., N'oveonber 26., 1864. 

General : J liave the honor to report that in obedience to your orders 
I made a scout to the Missouri River, leaving Rrookfield on Wednes¬ 
day morning, November IG, arrndng at Brunswick on the evening of the 
same day. 1 remained at Brunswick two days, November 17 and 
18, and left on tlie morning of the 19th for Glasgow, via Keytesville. 
On the 17th, while in Brunswick, I was called upon by several ladies, 
who desired ixu'inits to move their furniture and other effects to Saint 
Louis by l)oat. 1 said to all of them tiiat I knew of no reason why they 
should not be allow(xl to do so; that I was not authorized to interfere 
with them and should not. These ladies and their husbands, so far as 
1 could learn, were all universally disloyal. On the night of the 17th 1 
was visited by se\'eral persons who were known to be loyal and advised 
not to allow these goods to be moved, as they thought them contraband, 
bnt as I <*ould not learn that any of these individuals had gone with Price 
in his late raid, although tliey were known to have remained at Bruns- 
wi(*k, and did associate and mingle freely with rebel officers and men, 
and also with Captain Ryder and his men, and did remain there duiing* 
the entire (‘ommand of the rebel forces unmolested and then on the 
approach of Pedeiul troops did flee to Saint Lonis for i)rotection, yet 
1 did not feel I had authority to interfere, aud did not. On the morn- 
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ing of tlie IStli I was informed that a citizen guard had been watching 
the warehouse in which the goods had been stored, and that men (citi- 
■sens, not soldiers) had been prowling about the building all night in a 
threatening manner, for the purpose as was thought to damage or de- 
sti'oy these goods. 

On the evening of the 18th an arrangement was made for Lieutenant 
Eryaii, of Company E, Sixty-second Kegiment Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
to guard the place with some of his men, which was done until the whole 
command was ordered into line, on account of firing being heard near 
the seminary. This occuiTed about 1 o’clock in the night; I had given 
orders before dark to have a provost guard patrol the town, and close 
all places of business before 10 o’clock and take to the guard-house all 
stragglers or soldiers who might be out after that time. This order 
was complied with, and I retired with Lieut. John S. Baker, of Com¬ 
pany A, at 10 o’clock in the quarters occupied by his company. I was 
called by the lieutenant about 1 o’clock in the night, as shooting was 
reported as having been heard in the town. I immediately ordered all 
the men into line, and went in person to the warehouse where Lieuten¬ 
ant Bryan was Warding, thinking he was having trouble with those 
who had been prowling about in that locahty the night previous. I 
learned there rhat the shooting had been in the vicinity of the semi¬ 
nary, and I found Lieutenant Bryan and men in readiness to march 
with his guard to the seminary where the balance of his company were 
quartered; I also ordered two companies to march to the vicinity of the 
seminary on double-quick, and placed one company in position for 
defense if needed. I went with the companies to the seminary, and 
ordered one company to scour the timber and brush in that locality. 
While executing this order the alarm of fire was given, and the re])ort 
came to me that the stable in which our horses were quarterc^l was 
on fire; I then ordered Company A to march to the vicinity of the fire, 
and went with them. I found on arriving in that portion of the town 
that the warehouse in which these goods had been stored to await the 
arrival of the down boat, which was momentarily expected, was on 
fire. I did, with my men, all in my power to save property, and but 
little damage was done outside of the warehouse. I was much annoyecl 
by the occurrence of the fii‘e, as I well knew that however innocent the 
soldiers might be, that we would get all the credit for it. I talked with 
some of the XJiiioii men who reside there and they expressed themselves 
satisfied that troops had not had anything to do with it, and that it was 
the work of outraged Union men, who hadbeen mistreated by the owners 
of the property and their friends—^the bushwhackers and rebel soldiers. 
i^Tone deprecated this more than myself, yet I could not help it. I find 
in Brunswick, and in fact in and throughout the country, that the 
poorer and most ignorant portion of the rebel community have gone 
into the bush as bushwhackers, and into Price’s army, while the rich, 
influential ones (not gone into the rebel army), but who had no fears of 
bushwhackers, but did fear the Federal troops, have gone to Saint 
Louis, Iowa, and Illinois, for protection, where they will do all in their 
power to misrepresent (the only hope of this distracted country) the 
loyal soldiers, and they will also hold themselves in readiness to apolo¬ 
gize for rebel soldiers and bushwhackers at all times, hoping that mat¬ 
ters wiU get quieted again, so that they can return before the leaves of 
the forest again make their appearance, to assist to inaugnirate the 
bushwhackers once more in their hellish work of devastation and 
slaughter, feeling that in one more season they wdll be able to blot out 
the last lingering hope of this State (the loyal people). 
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This is the class of people who are now doing more to destroy our 
bleeding* country than all the rebels in the army of the so-(‘alled South¬ 
ern Confederacy. They are the people who can remain at home when 
rebel soldiers and bushwhackers make their appearance, murdering 
and slaughtering the loyal people. This is the class who can remain 
to point out the loyal men, who were the victims of such men as the 
notorious Bill Anderson, and Eyder, and others of the same class. This 
is the class who were known to walk arm in arm with rebel officers and 
officers coinmaiiding com])anies of known bushwhackers in the pul[)lic 
streets. This is also the class that flee when the Federal soldiers make 
their appearance, accompanied by the outraged and mistreated Union 
men who have been comiDelled to leave theii‘ homes, families, and prop¬ 
erty to save their own lives, and now to return to find their homes and 
property destroyed and devastated, and in some instances theii* fami¬ 
lies outraged, knowing as they do that those men must be infuriated 
and that they will retaliate, and that their only safety is in getting as 
near headquarters as they possibly can, where they can use their oily 
tongues and by misrepresentation try and save their nefarious and 
infernal necks ffiom the halter, which they so justly merit. This is the 
class who do not fear rebel troops or bushwhackers, but they do fear 
the loyal soldiers that are now battling to maintain oui‘ Government, 
which," I am ashamed to say, still protects these traitorous villains. 

I lelt Brunswick on Saturday with portions of my command, leaving 
one coinpfiny at Bninswick to guard that post. I arrived at Keytes- 
ville the same evening and remained until Sunday morning, the 20tli. 
1 then started for Glasgow. Soon after leaving Keytesville I heard of 
the Inushwhacker Jackson and his gang, and immediately changed my 
(*ourse toward Be(*klehamer’s Mill, and there crossed Chariton Eiver. 
1 moved to the vicinity of Salisbury City anltl lost track of them. 1 
then divided my command into three parties, sending Captain Eoush 
commanding one, and Lieutenant Bobbins the other, and the third J 
commanded myself. I ordered Captain Eoush to scour the country 
from Salisbury City to Switzler’s Mill, and Lieutenant Bobbins to move 
north and west, and I made a scout to the middle fork of Chariton, 
giving that locality a thorough search. Captain Eoush ran into and 
routed Jackson about three miles from Salisbury City, wounding 2 of 
his men, (*apturing 3 horses, and a fancy (*ap worn by J*ackson, beauti- 
iully de(‘orated with plumes and feathers. One of our men was seri¬ 
ously wounded, and we lost 1 horse and 1 gun. They are still running 
through the country, and can keep u]) their system of bushwhacking so 
long as the country is full of traitorous men and women, who keep them 
posted in every move made by our forces. This country is now full of 
proxxTty liable to confiscation, and there is a class of blood-sucking 
speculators now here, who are by iill kinds of sly dodges trying to get 
that property out of the country. Some are doing it in order to defraud 
the Governmentj others in order to assist the rebels who have left it; 
and there is another class who do it to make themselves rich. Hun¬ 
dreds oi* thousands of dollars^ worth of this species of xuoperty, con¬ 
sisting i)rinci])ally of stock, could now be realized for the Government 
if attended to immediately. This stock is being driven off and shipped 
daily. A portion of my command is still at Brunswick and a portion 
at Ke;yd:esville and the balance here. I have ordered the whole here. 
I arrived at these headquarters from my scout on the evening of the 
23d. I re(*eived from headquarters, St. Louis, last night a telegram in 
regard to one E. C\ Haigler, who was killed last week in Chariton 
County. 1 have the honor to report that this was not done by any of 
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my command. I mil get tlie Tvhole particulars and report to head¬ 
quarters as soon as possible. On receipt of telegram was the first inti¬ 
mation I had of his being shot. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. J. CEANDALL, 
Captain^ Commartdmg, 

General Clinton B. Fisk, 

Commanding District of Korihern Missouri^ Maeon^ Mo, 


NOVEMBEE 16-25, 1864.—^Expedition from Cape Girardeau to Patterson, 
Wayne County, Mo., with skirmishes at Beeves’ Mill (19th), and at 
BuckskuU, Bandolph County, Ark. (20th). 

Report of Lieut, Col. George C. Tliilenius^ Fiftg^sixth Regiment Enrolled 

Missouri Militia. 

Hdqks. Fifty-sixth Eegt., Enrolled Mo. Militia, 

Cape Girardeau^ Nor ember 1864. 

Colonel: In obedience to orders received from you on the i6th 
instant, I have the honor to report to you as follows: 

I left camp on the 16th instant at 10.30 a. m. with 160 men of the 
Fifty-sixth Eegiment Enrolled Missouri State Militia and forty men of 
the Second Missouri State Militia [Cavalry], under command of Lieuten¬ 
ants Eathbun and Toney, to Jackson, wherel was joined by thirty-four 
men of C'apt. A. Tacke’s company six months’ volunteers, Enrolled Mis¬ 
souri Militia, making a total of 240 men, all mounted, with instiuctioms 
to pi*oceed to Patterson, Wayne County, and rout a rebel force reported 
to be there, open communications with IMlot Knob, and co-operaIc with 
forces sent from there. After leaving Jackson we marched a distance of 
twelve miles on the so-called old telegraph road, and camped at 
Eunder’s farm, in Cape Girardeau County. The next morning, the 17th 
instant, we started at daybreak, passing through DaUas, Bollinger 
Coimty, at 2.30 p. m., and struck camp at A. M. Sides’ farm, half a 
mile on the other side of Castor Eiver, in Wayne County, Mo., mak¬ 
ing a march of thirty miles that day. The weather for the last two 
days had been very irnpleasant, it raining without intermission, and 
the roads in consequence very bad, retarded our prog3*ess considerably. 
On the 18th we arrived at Patterson, Wayne County, at 2 p. in. From 
Lieutenant Sutton, commanding post, 1 received information that a 
force of 120 men, under command of Captain McClanahan, from Pilot 
Knob, had pasvsed tlirongh Patterson about thi’ee hours previous to join 
us near Greenville, and ascertaining further that a rebel force of about 
200 men under Timothy Eeves was encami)ed on Cherokee Bayou, 
Eandolph Count>", Ark., we left that place immediately, taking the 
State road toward Doniphan, and (*amped that night at Edward Dee’s 
farm, on Otter Creek, Wayne County, having marched a distance of 
thii’ty-two miles. Lieutenant Kelley, with a squad of the Third Missouri 
State Militia, who had been sent out by Captain McClanahan to 
Greenville, informed me that Captain McClanahan’s command was in 
camp six miles ahead of us and awaiting our arrival. We met next 
morning, the 19th instant, and started without delay, (crossing Black 
Eiver and marching twenty-four miles that day over the many i)ine 
hills of Eipley County, and struck camp at William Arnold’s’ farm, 
on Little Black Eiver, in Eipley County. A small scout of Cap¬ 
tain McClanahan’s command killed a notorious bushwhacker, Ely 
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Garbcrt, at Eeevcs’ about four miles distant from oiir campiiig- 
gToiind, and destroyed the mill which had been used as a place of 
resort by them and was fiiruishing supi)lies eontinually. We arrived 
at Doiiijdian, the county seat of Eipley, on Curj'ciit Eiver, at 10 a, m. 
on the 20th instant; took a rest of about hi'teen minutes and then pro¬ 
ceeded forwai’dinto Arkansas, crossing the line at about 12 noon. 

Allow me, colonel, to say that this is perha])s the first instan(*e the 
Enrolled JMissoiiri Militia of this district going out of the State, not a 
single man refusing, but marching on cheerfully, and eagerly hoi)ing 
to g(‘t a (‘bailee to shoot and kill some of the bushwhacking chivalry. 
Having arrived within six miles of Buckskull, a squad of about six 
guerrillas were obserA-'ed to approadi our advance of the Second Mis¬ 
souri State Militia, who fired instantly, killing 2 of them and capturing 
their horses and arms. The balance scattered into the brush and made 
their escape. On the body ol* one, named French, a pass was found 
showing that he belonged to Eev(\s’ gang. Having passed over this 
small encouuttn*, a (diarge was ordered on Buckskull, led by Captain 
M(‘(Manahan, but no rebel force was found there. After a march of 
twenty-eight miles that day we went into (*amp at William Patterson’s 
farm, at the head of Cherokee Bayou, Eandol])h County, Ark. Ascer¬ 
taining that no rebel force could be found in the vicinity, and consult¬ 
ing with the olhcers in regard to further movements, it was considered 
and determined to return, our rations having also been consumed and 
no i)ros])eot of obtaining necessary supplies. Our command was, in 
conse(pience, divided next morning, the 21st, Captain IVlcClanahan 
taking charge of the men brought with him fL‘om Pilot Knob, to whi(*h, 
by his request, the forty men from the Second Missomi State Militia 
from Cai)c Girardeau were added, with whom he was to return via 
Pocahontas and Powhatan to Pilot Knob, i started with the balance 


of my (iommand the same morning, crossed the Little Black Eiver, and 
marched through a portion of Cherokee Bayou, finding the roads 
almost imi)a ssable, more especially through the swamps. The iirevioiis 
two days had been very cold, and the water frozen with ice one inch 
thi(jk, cutting the horses’ legs so badly that I was (jompelled to abandon 
s<‘veral of them. We camped that night on a deserted farm, and 
marched the next day to Poplar Blufi*, Butler County, Mo., capturing 
on the march a rebel soldier oi* Cabell’s brigade, who had been wounded 
at the battle of Pilot Knob and was on his way home; crossed Black 
Eiver at Po])lar Bluff and camjx^d on the farm ol‘ the rebel Major Jen¬ 
nings. Having obtained some <‘orn meal and salt at Poplar Bluff*, we 
broke up canq) on the morning of the 23d and marched toward Bloom¬ 
field, (Tosvsing Saint Francis Eiver at the old Indian Ford, and camped 
at J. Ilarty’s farm, eight miles distant from Bloomfield. The 24th we 
marched to Bloomfield, purchased a supply of corn meal, and from there 
marched to the larm of Fred. Ballinger, m^ar Lakeville, to camp. • 

On the next day we arrived in (‘ami) at Cape Gu*ardeau at 3 p. m., 
having marcihed and scouted through the country a distance of about 
300 miles in t(‘U days. In conclusion 1 must cheeifiilly acknowledge that 
great credit is due to of(i(*ers, as well as men, for the faithful and cheer¬ 
ful execution of each order, as well as for their untiring perseverance 
of every hardsliip on the mar(*h. 


All <^f which is res])e(‘tfrilly submitted. 
1 am, (jolonel, yours, respe(itfully, 


(L C. TllILEKIUS, 


Lieut. (U)L o()th liegi. Enrolled Mo. Militia^ Gomdg. Scout. 


Lieut. Col. H. M. Hiller, 

Commanding Second Sub-District. 
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KOVEMBEE 17-19, 1864.—Expedition from Brashear City to Bayou Port¬ 
age, la., with skirmish (18th) at Lake Fausse Pointe, La. 

RE3T>ORTS. 

No. 1.—Brig. Cren. Robert A. Cameron, U. S. Army, commanding District of La 
Fonrcbe. 

No. 2.—Maj. Jesse S. MiUer, Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry. 

Ko. 1. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Robert A. Cameron,, U. JS. Army, commanding 
District of La Foiirclie, 

Thibodeaux, JSToveinber 19^ 1864., 

(Eeceiyed 11 a. m.; 

Major: The party I sent out to destroy the guerrillas and raid 
boats had a glorious success. They landed yesterday morning ujuhn* 
command of Major Miller 200 strong at Eayou Portage, at the head of 
Ijake Fausse Pointe. They found Mm*phy’s, Whittaker’s, and King’s 
(‘ompanies watching the boats. They attacked them, whipped them, 
desiioyed the boats, their baggage, and tlieh* barracks, and returned. 
They learned that Lieutenant Shafer, with part of the ]3oats, was on a 
1 aiding expedition, and that Houma was theii' vsupposed destination. 
I have ordered the company of cavalry from Terre Bonne to proceed 
to Houma immediately, and will have another company sent oft* from 
this place immediately. 

E. A. CAMBEOK, 

Brigadier-Generalj Commanding District, 
Maj. George B. Drake, 

Assistan t Adj nta n t- General, 

ADDENDA 

Headquarters Defenses of Kew Orleans, 

Neie Orleans, November 10, 1861, 

Brigadier-General Cameron, 

Thibodeaux: 

General Sherman congratulates you on the success of the boat exiie- 
dition, and would be glad to have more specific information than is 
contained in your telegram of this a. m. 

FEEDBEIO SPEED, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Ho. 2. 

Report of Maj, Jesse Miller, Meventh Wisconsin Infantry, 

Hdqrs. Eleventh Infantry, Wisconsin Yet. Yols., 

Brashear City, La,, November 19,1801, 
Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
expedition to Bayou Portage under my command: 

I left Brashear City at 11 o’clock on the night of Hovember 17 witli 
200 men—150 of the Eleventli Infantry Wisconsin A^etiuun Yolunteers, 
andfiffcy of theHinety-third JJ. S. Infantry (colored)—on board the gun¬ 
boat Hijanza Ho. 41 and steam traiusport Cornie, arrived at the mouth 
of Bayou Portage at C a, m. Hoveniber 18, and ])roceeded up the bayou 
a short distance. The Cornie, a few rods in advance, was fired upon 
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from an ambu^li by about sixty men, killing 1 man of tbe Mnety-thircl 
U. S. Infantiy (colored). 1 immediately landed tbe force on tbe gun¬ 
boat and attempted to get in rear of tbe force that fired on the Oornie, 
but they retreated up tbe bayou. I then deployed one company as 
skirmisbers and advanced up tbe bayou, tbe Cornie keeping abreast of 
me UvS far up as she could go. I then bad all tbe men on board landed 
except twenty-five colored men and a caiitain, leaving them as guards 
for tbe boat. I continued on up tbe bayou, my skirmish line keeping up 
a iiretty sharp fire with tbe enemy. I sent one company of about thirty 
men around to tbe left for tbe pui'pose of getting into their rear, but 
they fell in with a company of cavalry which prevented this. After 
driving tlie enemy about two miles and a half we overhauled one of 
the large fiats loaded with baggage and tied u]) on the opposite side 
of tbe bayou, and succeeded in gettingit acToss, although under pretty 
severe fire from the op])osite side. 1 ordered the baggage set on fire 
and tlie boat destroyed. I also captimed 1 prisomn* here, from whom 
I learned that tbe other fiats vere some half hour tbe start oi* us. I 
concluded that it would bo useless to follow them farther, as they could 
row tliem as fast or faster than we could drive tbe force that was now 
opposing us. 1 therefore fell back to the boats and re-embarked, hav¬ 
ing been on shore four liours. The enemy followed us back and ex¬ 
changed a few shots with tlie rear before my men were all on board. 
It IS imiiossible for me to say liow many of the enemy were killed or 
wounded, but 1 am quite positive that 2 were killed. Tbe casualties 
on our side was 1 man killed and 1 slightly wounded. We destroyed 
1 large flat loaded with baggage and several small boats, and barracks 
for about 300 men, with a considerable amount of camp and garrison 
equipage, and some cornmeal and sugar. It is impossible for me to 
say how strong the enemy were, but I should judge them to be not less 
than 200 or 250 men, and under command of Captains Murphy, King, 
and Whittaker. 

I have tbe honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. MILLEE, 

Major Eleventh Infantry^ Wiscomhi Veteran Volunteern, 

('a])t. B. B. Campbell, 

Assistant Adjntant-deneraly District of La Fourche, 


NOVEMBER 19-27, 1864.—Expedition from Terre Bonne to Bayou Grand 
Caillou, La., with affair (23d) at Bayou Grand Caillou. 

REIPORTS. 

No. 1.—Brig. Geu RoIkm t A. Oaiuoron, U. S. Ariu.N, couiinaiidiug District of L.iFoui (‘be. 
No. 2.—Lieut. Kngeii<‘ S. Thrall, Sixtieth Indiaua Infantry, 

No. 3.—vSergt. John vSiinius, Company E, Sixieenth Indiana Infantry. 

No. 1. 

Report of Brig. Oen. Robert A. Gameron^ U. Army^ commanding Dis¬ 
trict of La Fourche. 

District oe La Fourche, 

, Thibodeaux^ La.^ November 30^ 1864. 

Captain: 1 am sorry to te obliged to report to you the capture of 
Captains Moore and Btevenson and Lieutenant Jordan, with 1 sergeant 
and 0 men of tbe Sixteenth Indiana Mounted Infantry, at the mouth of 
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Bayou Grand Cailloii, ou the night of the 23d instant. Captain Moore, 
as you are aware, had been for some time ferreting out the smuggling 
going on at the mouth of this bayou, assisted by a man whom I had 
employed by the name of Todd. They returned from an expedition of 
that kind and reported to me that their identity had been discovered and 
that they had failed and barely escaped with their lives. Indeed 1 do not 
believe they would have allowed them to escape had it not been for the 
shrewdness and ingenuity of Mr. Todd. They reported that tliere was 
one Whitfield there who they were satisfied Vas some kind of a Con¬ 
federate agent. My impression ixom their report and other information 
was that he was a rebel recruiting officer picking up such persons as 
were Mghtened off by our enrollment. I inclose Captain Moore/s report 
made to nie, marked A, Mr. Todd’s report, marked B,* for the general’s 
information. While I was digesting in my mind what steps further to 
pursue with this troublesome section of the country 1 received informa¬ 
tion from Mr. Decker, a scout whom you will remember the general 
sent to me and who is invaluable here, that Lieutenant Shafer had left 
the rebel cam]) with a party in boats via Bayou Salle and it was believed 
that he intended to make a raid upon the merchants of Tlouma by way 
of Grand Caillou. I immediately dispatched the comx)any of cavalry 
stationed at Terre Bonne to Iloiiina and sent Captain Moore with his 
company from this place to follows I ordered him w'hen he had arrived at 
Houma to take command of both conijianies and make a reconnaissance 
down the bayou; to destroythe smuggling crafts and to arrest any 
rebel recruiting officers or agents found then^ I inclose a (*o])y ot the 
order given him mm’ked C.^ After he had been gone a few days I 
heard by rumor that Captain Moore, his officers and men, had seized a 
quantity of Louisiana rum and were on a driiiikeu spree, committing 
various depredations, and that one of his men had attempted to rape a 
mulatto girl and had shot and killed her for resisting. T immediately 
sent a messenger with an order to Captain Moore to return; a <*Qpy is 
inclosed marked D.t The messenger found the officers gone, but the 
senior sergeant opened the order and returned with the command. The 
sergeant reported that Captain Moore had taken all the officers wilh 
him, a sergeant and six men, in an open boat and had been absent iVoiii 
his command for four days, when he (the sergeant) started to return. 
His report is inclosed, marked E. 

Yesterday evening I received from Lieutenant Thrall, commanding 
the guard at Houma, the inclosed report, marked P, which gives the 
final solution to this unfortunate affair. It appears that Captain 
Moore "with the balance of his officers abandoned their command in a 
state of intoxication on the evening of the 23d and was led by Ray¬ 
mond Luke to the camxi of a rebel officer and his recruiting party and 
fell an easy prey. How Captain Moore could destroy Raymond Luke’s 
smhggling boat as he did and then take him the same night for a guide 
can only be explained by his intoxication. But it appears tliat ho 
allowed Luke to cover him with his blandishments and protestations 
of friendshii) and lead him and his party into the very arms of this 
insignifi(*ant but vigilant party of rebels; and ic further appears from 
letters written by Captain Moore to his company, which Luke brought 
back with him, that Luke made him believe that it was all right and 
the affair only accidental. I believe that this Luke knew that this 
Captain JeffervSon, who must belong to hither the Twenty-sixth or 
Twenty-eighth Louisiana, stationed at Alexandria, was there recruiting, 

“ Omitted^ it being subhtaiitially the same as Moore’s report. 

t Not found. 
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and til at it wavS a plan laid by Luke witli Jeftersou to tliese odicervS 
drunk, decoy, and capture them. 1 have no further proof against this 
Luke than the circumstances of the ease and his notorious character. 
But having- seen him, analyzed, and read liim, I would, if I were 
allowed to use my own judgment alone, send him to Bort Jeherson for 
the balance of the war without trial. I have the murderer Hilton in 
custody and he will be tried for murder. 

Very resiiectfully, your obedient vservant, 

B. A. OAMEEOI^, 

Brigadier-General of Yolunteers^ Commanding Districts 
Oapt. Feedeeic Speed, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Defenses of Xew Orleans, 

1 ludostno ] 

IIdqrs. Co. I), Sixteenth Indiana IMounted Infty., 

Thibodeaux^ La,^ Norember 10^ 1864, 
SiE: In compliance willi Special Orders, ISTo. lOO, dated headquarters 
J>isti*ict of La Fourche, Tliibodcaux, La., (Ictober 5,1864, detaching me 
on special duty, acting on private instructions from headquarters Dis¬ 
trict of La Fourche, 1 have the honor herewith to submit the :§)llowliig 
re])ort: 

Beceiving iny instructions to go to Bayou (Irand Oailloii to detect 
smugghTS, having mad(‘ the necessary jireparations [ started on the 
night of the Gth of October, traveling some twenty-five miles south of 
Houma. I found a man by the name of Hancock, who lives on Bayou 
Oraiid Caillou. I stopped at his house to get dinner and have my 
horse fed. 1 told him that I was a relugeo and wanted to get out of 
tlie Yankee lines. I asked him if there was any way by which a man 
(*ould g(‘t through and (woss the bay. Ho told me that there was a 
boat going across (»V(U‘y few days, and if 1 would wait a few days that 
I (‘onld g(d a<*ross. 1 told him that 1 was afraid that tlu^ Yankees 
would get me. Tie said there was no danger for they never <*amo that 
far down (ho bayou, and if they did eomc ho would hide me away. 
Finding that he was all right, I made mysidf known as (leorge W. 
Waldon, of N(iw Orleans, and was a traveling agent foi* tho Southern 
Aid S()<*iety, and that 1 had on haml a large lot of clothing for the (Jon- 
fe(lerat<‘ soldiers, and 1 wisluid to get them across by this route if there 
was any nutans by which 1 could do so. Hancock told me that Mr. 
Uaymond Luko and Joseph Wasser liad boats and were in tho busi¬ 
ness, but I (*onld not g<‘t to s(‘<^ them, as lAik(^ was at Houma and Wasser 
was across the bay; but if J would wait until morning I would see 
Luk<‘, as was looking for him home. 1 remained ther(‘ until next 
(lay and Mr. Luke did not return. His ])rother, Battiee Luko, came 
a(*ross tho ))ayou; he told me that he and his brother and some of the 
iHMghbors would give im^ all the assistance I wanted if I could get my 
goods to Houma. Batti<*e Luke also told me tliat his brother, Eay- 
mond Luke, had taken goods a<*ross into the Oonfederacy and had 
ma.de $1^,000 oh* one boat load, and that he could aiford to pay $400 
or $500 for a permit to run his boat in (Irand Caillou. He also said 
that his brother, Eaymond Luke, had a permit from tlie rebel general 
commanding on the west side of the bay to bring his goods into the 
rebel lines and return back with His boat, 

Aft(M‘ lia-ving learned all this, and making the necessary arrauge- 
ments for sln])])ing, 1 returned to (iamp, and about the 15th of October 
I wcJitbaek again. 1 found Mr. IIaiu*(>ck at home. Ho told me that 
50 n B—VOL XLI, PT i 
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the boat had left for the other side of the bay the day before. He also 
tjpld me that Mr. Eaymond Luke was in Houma yet; that he made 
Houma his headquarters to keep down suspicion, for the damned Yan¬ 
kee S]>ies eie watching him very close. I told Hancock that I had my 
goods at Terre Bonne Station; he appeared very well pleased,and told 
me that his son-in-law, Joseph Wasser, would take them across the 
bay for me if I could get them to some point on Bayou Grand Oaillou, 
where they could be shipped by water. He also told me that Mr. 
Blanchard was a good rebel and would do everything in his power to 
assist me in getting my goods across. I then went to see Mr. Blanch¬ 
ard; he told me that he had been in the business, but was not at the 
present time. I then told him that as he was not in the business I hoped 
he would not expose me, to which he replied, no, but that he would 
give me all the assistance in his power. I left him with that under¬ 
standing and returned to Hancock’s, who told me that Mr. Blancliard’s 
boat had previous to that run the blockade. I then renewed with Mr. 
Hancock my previous contract and arrangements in regard to shipping 
goods across the bay. I was to get my goods to an old warehouse in 
Grand Caillou, where the boats were to come in to receive them. AVith 
this understanding I left him and returjied to camp again. About tlie 
25th of October I went to see Mr. Hancock again. This time I was in 
company of Mr. Todd, whom I introduced as my paifncr (having spoken 
of him in the presence ot Mr. Hancock before), and being at Morganza 
Bend in the same business. According to promise I had not come to 
time by two or three days. Mr. Hancock wanted to know why I was 
delayed. I told him that niy partner, Mr. Todd, whom I introduced as 
AYilliains, had got into trouble at Morganza Bend, and I had to go and 
assist in getting him out. He then wanted to know if I had succeed(Ml 
in getting my goods to Houma. I told him that as we had lost a great 
many goods, I was afraid to bring them down until things bo(*am<^ a 
little quiet; so I thought that I and my partner would come down ajid 
see how things were going on on the bayou. He told me that every¬ 
thing was quiet, and that if we had oui‘ goods there, we could take them 
across, for there was a boat going across next day. Air. AYasser was 
present and I had a talk with him. He told me that he would take the 
goods at any time that I could be able to get them to the bayou. Mr. 
Hancock also told me that Air. Eaymond Luke was at Houma yet; we 
then made arrangements Avith Air. Hancock and Air. AYasser lor them 
to take the goods, and Air. AMlliams was to go Avith them. There Avas 
also a young man there by the name of AATiitheld that said he was an 
escaped juisoner ironi AIcav Orleans. Air. Hancock Avas keeping this 
man about his house until there Avas a boat going across, so that he 
could get through the lines. After making all the necessary arrange¬ 
ments for shipping goods Avith Mr. AYasser avc returned to camp. 

On the 8th of November Air. AAllliams and myself Avent to Mr. Han¬ 
cock’s house again. On arriving at his house wo found him at his din¬ 
ner; as soon as we stepped in the house we saAv that thei’c was some¬ 
thing wrong. On inquiry we learned that he had suspected who avc 
Avere. He told us there had been a telegram sent from Houma the night 
betore that there AA^ere some Yankee sines coming down Bayou Grand 
Caillou, and for them to be on the lookout. AYe then inquired of him 
where Air, AA'asser and Air. AYhitfield were. He hrst told me they had 
gone across, but after talking for some time we found out to the (*on- 
trary; that they were only about a mile down the bayou at Jos(‘i)h 
AA’^asser’s house. AA^e got into a boat and took a boy for a pilot. AYhen 
we came in sight of the house we saw a small schooner. The boy s})oke 
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up and said slie was the blockade runner. We also saw Mr. Wasser 
and Mr. Wliitheld leave the house and take to the woods, Mr. Whitfield 
climbing a tree and with his glass was looking up the bayou. On land¬ 
ing in front of the house we went ashore, inquired for Mr. Wasser, and 
a strange man told us that he was in the woods chopping near by. We 
asked him to go for Mr. Wasser, which he did. Mr. Wasser came, look¬ 
ing somewhat surprised and alarmed. We inquired of him for Mr. 
Whitfield. He said that Mr. Whitfield was in the woods near by. We 
asked him to go and tell him that we wished to see him. Whitfield 
came, looking somewhat excited, with his glass in his hand. We asked 
him if he had been across yet; h^ replied no, and said that he had been 
waiting for the last three days for the wind to go down so that he could 
go across. We then asked him when he was going across; he looked 
somewhat excited and said he did not know. We asked him if he could 
get a cart and horse to bring a trunk of goods from Houma, as we had suc¬ 
ceeded in getting them that far. He told us he thought not, as there 
was no horse and cart to be had. We then continued the conversation, 
talking over our former arrangements. He told us we had better wait 
until he went acTOSS and got us a permit to ship. After talking for 
some little time we saw three or four sti'ange men coming in from 
around the house. Mr. Whitfield then proposed that we should stay 
all night, as it was getting late, and in the morning we would make 
some arrangement about getting our goods from Houma. I and my 
partner did not like the way things were going, so we thought we had 
better get away. We got into the boat and went up the bayou to Haii- 
(»ock’s. While going up the bayou we looked on the other side and saw 
Battice Luke on horseback watching us. We landed our boat in front 
of Hanco(*k’s house, went ashore, and talked the matter over to our¬ 
selves. We saw that wo were betrayed and had better do the best we 
(joiild, so we told Hancock we were going up the bayou to Mr. Cornell’s 
to see Ja(*kson and try to get him to scud to Houma and get our trunk. 
Arriving at Mr. Cornell’s and taking supper, we told Jackson, the over¬ 
seer, that we were going up to Mr. Blanchard’s to see him. Going up 
the Iniyou some two miles we thought they would be likely to follow us, 
so we took our horses back in the woods some distan(*>e from the road, 
then crept up in the grass (dose to the roadside. We had not been 
there long until three men rode by; they went a short distance above 
us and stirrounded a house, but not finding us there they crossed the 
bridge and went up the bayou, and in about two hours they returned, 
going ba(*k down the bayou. We remained there until morning md 
tlien went up the bayou to Ernest Lambert’s, and of him we borrowed 
a revolvin’; then w(mt back to Hancock’s again, and on arriving there 
we found no person at the house. We returned to camp again. This 
is a full statement of the facts connected with the detection. 

In order that you may more fully understand the country and local¬ 
ity in which these smugglers live, I make the following statement: 
Mr. Hancock lives on Bayou Grand Caillou below Belton’s plantation; 
the locality of his house is such that it is impossible to get there either 
on foot or on hiuseback except by one road leading down the bayou, 
Mr. Wasser lives about one mile below Mr. Hancock’s on the bayou, 
and it is impossible to get there except by water. Mr. Eaymond Luke 
and brother, Battice Luke, live one mile below Wasser’s, on the oppo- 
vsite side of the bayou, and it is impossible to get to these houses only 
by one road leading down the bayou. My opinion is, in order to arrest 
this band of thieves and smugglers it will be necessary to blockade 
the mouth of Bayou (?rand f^aillou so as to prevent them from going 
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across into the Southern lines, and also a squad of cavalrymen be sent 
down Bayou Grand Caillou as far as Hancock’s, there dismounting and 
going by water down the bayou to Wasser’s and Luke’s. 1 would also 
say they can run their boats out in little bayous and inlets that lead 
back into the sea marsh, so that it would be impossible for them to be 
found, only by those who hid them. This is a true statement of the 
facts as I know them to be. 

Your most obedient servant, 

COLmiBUS AIOOKE, 

Captain Company D, Sixteenth Indiana 3Iounted Infantry, 
Capt. B. B. Campbell, Assistant AcljntanlGeneral 


]S[o. U. 

Report of Lievt, Engene H, Thrall Sixtieth Indiana Infantry. 

Hoxjma, Nomnher ^9, 1804. 

General: The boat in which (^aptains Moore and Stevenson, Lieu¬ 
tenant Jordan and seven men of Sixteenth Indiana Volunteers pro¬ 
ceeded down Grand Oaillou has been brought back by Mr. Eaymond 
Luke, whom Captain Moore took with him for a pilot. Luke reports 
that the party (of Captains Moore and Stevenson, Lieutenant Jordan 
and the rest) were captured on the night of the 23d instant by one Cai)- 
tain Jefferson, of the rebel army, and ten men, who sent the prisoners 
across the bay toward Franklin, and then allowed him (Luke) to return 
home with the boat. Luke also reports the officers and men intoxi¬ 
cated and noisy at the time of then capture. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EUGENE S. THKALL, 

First Lietit., Comdg. Company Sixtieth Indiana Vols. 

[Brig. Gen. E. A, Cameron, 

Commanding District of La Fourche.] 


No. 3. 

Report of Sergt. John Simms., Company Sixteenth Indiana Infantry. 

Thibodeaux, La., November IHOi. 

Sir: In compliance with instructions from the general commanding 
the district, I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
doings of the scouting party under the command of Captain Moore, so 
far as the same has come to my knowledge: 

On Saturday morning, November 19, Company B, Lieutenant Jordan 
in command, marched from Terre Bonne, and arrived at Houma about 
3 p. m. of the same day. Here Captain Stevenson assumed command 
of the company. About dark of the same day Company D, Six¬ 
teenth Indiana, Captain Moore, arrived and we bivouacked for the 
night. On Sunday morning, the 20th, the detachment marched to 
Bayou Grand Caillou, as I understood the name, and down the bayou 
to a Government plantation occupied by a Mr. Lambert. At this point 
the wagons were left with a guard and the march resumed to a point 
about two miles farther. Here Captain Moore vsont Ca])tain Stevenson 
with his company across the bayou. The maich was continued with a 
company on each side of the bayou. Company E maivhed about three 
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iiiile.s taitliei*, wiieii Captain Mooie, with a lew men ot* Company D, 
joined Captain Stevenson’s company and hoth comiianies returned to 
Mr. Lanlbelt^s place, wlieie the wa|*ons had been lelt. Captain Ste¬ 
venson dining* this inarch arrested five men, two of whom Captain Moore 
released ^ hen he joined Company E, and some boats were destroyed. 

On Monday morning Capt. C. Moore, Capt. J. Stevenson, Lieut. W. 
H. Jordan, a sergeant and six privates took two days’ rations and pro- 
(‘ceded down tlie bayou. Captain Moore informed me that I would 
have command of Company B, and that Sergt. Joseph Yandell, Com¬ 
pany D, would command Company D during their absence, and that in 
(*ase the i atioiis should fail that we wmuld have to forage for subsistence, 
and that the men should be allowed to hunt, three or foiu* at a time. 
Nothing was said of the object of the expedition or the length of time 
they would be gone. I protested against their all going and leaving 
the detachment without a commissioned officer, and asked that one 
should be left, but this was refused. About noon of the 21st a Mr. 
Patton Pelton (I believe was his name), who resided on a plantation 
about five miles from oui* camp, came to our quarters and reported that 
a soldier had shot and killed a little girl and had hred at a negro man 
on his plantation. I immediately took two men of my company and 
proceeded to the phme, where I found a mulatto girl, about twelve or 
thu'teen years old, lying dead in a field. She had evidently been killed 
by a pistol-ball, which had entered the forehead and i)assed entirely 
through the head. I learned fr*om the negro man, who was near, that 
the girl had been shot by a drunken soldier, who had first fired at one 
of the men and then had shot and killed the girl. One of the men had 
witnessed the killing. After getting all the information I t^ould from 
them I ])roceeded to the planter’s house, half a mile farther on. Between 
tbe house and where the dead girl lay I met three men of Company D, 
Privates Hilton, Davis, and another I did not know. They were run¬ 
ning their borses at full speed. Ililton was very much intoxicated. I 
made an effort to stop them, hut none stopped but Davis. I ques¬ 
tioned him about tbe killing of the girl; he answered that he knew 
nothing about it. Not getting any further information I returned to 
(*ami). I immediately informed Sergeant Yandell of the particulars 
and stated to him that I was satisfied that Hilton was the guilty party 
and suggested that he be arrested. Yandell declined to arrest him, but 
said he would keep an eye on him and not let him escape. And so mat¬ 
ters remained until Saturday, the 20th, during which time nothing had 
been heard fr'om the absent party. On this day the adjutant of the 
Thirty-third Illinois came to our <inarters, and having learned of the 
killing of the litth^ girl, took two men of Company E and arrested Hil¬ 
ton. The same evening an orderly arrived with a communication 
addressed to Captain Moore, and there being no commissioned officer 
present, I opened the same and found it to be an order from the com¬ 
manding general foi* the detachment to return to their stations immedi¬ 
ately, which was accordingly done, Company E stopping at Terre Bonne 
and Company D returning to Thibodeaux. Sergeant Yandell took 
charge of the prisoner, stating that the adjutant of the Thirty-third 
Illinois liad ordered him to deliver Hilton to district headquarters. Of 
his subsequent escape 1 know nothing. 

Besi)ectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

JOHN SIMMS, 

Ifint Sergeant Company A’, Commanding Company. 

Capt. B. B. Campbell, 

Assistant Adjntant-Oeneral. 
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HOVEMBEE 20, 1864.—Skirmish with Indians near Port Zarah, Kans. 

Report of 3Iaj. Benjamin IS, Henning, Third Wisconsin Garniry. 

Headquarters District op Upper Arkansas, 

Fort BiJey, Kans,, Kovemher 25,1864. 

Major: For the information of the general commanding I have the 
honor to inform you that on Sunday, the 20th instant, Oapt. Henry 
Booth, district inspector, and Lieut. A. Helliwell, acting ordnance offi¬ 
cer, were attacked by Indians about live miles west of Fort Zarah and 
both severely wounded. Captain Booth was shot in the back, the 
arrow striking the shoulder blade and bending, and through the arm 
below the elbow. Lieutenant Helliwell was liit four times, twice in 
the head, once in the right arm, and once in the back. The wounds 
were severe, but not considered dangerous. The circumstances of the 
attack are these: The officers are on an inspecting tour, and having 
finished inspecting at Fort Zarah were furnished with an escort to pro¬ 
ceed to Fort Lamed. As the officers expected to travel faster tlian the 
escort, they permitted the escort to precede them about two hours. 
About five miles fi-om Fort Zarah, and before they had overtaken the 
escort, twenty-five or thirty Indians appeared and attacked them. 
The officers immediately turned for Fort Zarah and had a running 
fight with the Indians for a distance of nearly two miles and succeeded 
in escaping without further injury. They think they killed some of 
the Indians, but it is impossible to teU for certain. A force from Fort 
Zarah immediately started in pursuit and had not returned at last 
date. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. S. 

Major Third Wisconsin Cavalry, Commanding District. 

Maj. 0. S. Oharlot, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of Kansas, Fort Leavenworth. 


NOVEMBEE 21-30, 1864.—Operations in the vicinity of Fulton, Mo., with 
skirmish- (28th) near Fulton. 

Eeport of Maj. Douglas Dale, Fourth Missouri Rtate 3Tilitia ('avalry. 

Hdqrs. Detaoh. Fourth Oav. Mo. State Militia, 

Fulton, il/o., December 1, liHOf. 

Captain: Inclosed I forward tri-monthy report for ten days ending 
FTovember 30. On last Saturday six guerrillas entered the northwest 
part of this county, traveling south on a line some ten miles west of 
this place. On their route they robbed several citizens and hanged 
two negro men near Millersburg. Sunday I sent detachments in 
different directions to try and find their whereabouts. Monday even¬ 
ing about sunset one of my detachments came upon them thirteen 
miles south of this place. A running fight ensued in wnich the out¬ 
laws scattered to the brush, and night coming on the pursuit could not 
be continued until morning. On Tuesday morning another one of my 
detachments came upon them, and in like manner they were scattered 
to the brush and had one horse killed. They were overtaken again 
about noon, and as before were scattered. My men continued to follow 
them all that day and the next, but lost the trail and abandoned 
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farther pm*siut. That part ot* th(‘ (*ouiity is very rough and the hills 
are covered with thick cedar brush. Wednesday afternoon I sent a 
detachment north of Millersbnrg to watch the load, thinking the gnier- 
rillas would go out in that direction. At midnight Wednesday night 
1 received inibrmation that they wore going in the direction of Millers- 
burg. 1 sent another detachment to a point fifteen miles northwest of 
this place to find the trail and pursue them as long as there was hope 
of mustering them out.’’ My men were on tlie trail at 10 a. m. to-day, 
being the last I have heard from them. J liave sixteen contraband 
horses, or rathew horses taken from that class of iirisoners claiming to 
be conscripts, the question of contraband not being decided. The 
prisoners Ironi vhom these horses were taken have been sent to Saint 
Louis by the provost-marshal at this place. What shall 1 do with these 
horses'^ If to turned over to a quartermaster (*an I take them to 
Jefferson Oity, it being tlie lu^arest point? T await yoiu orders in 
regard to them. 

Captain, 1 am, with much rc^speet, your obedient servant, 

1>. LALE, 

Major Fottt'ili Car,^ Mo, Htatr MUii'ut,, (\)oidij, at Fidton, Mo, 
Oapt. George A. ITolloway, 

Asst, Adjt, Gen,^ J)lsfriet of Forth M(wonj 2Io, 


NOVEMBEE 22-24, 1864.—Scout from Devall’s Bluff to Augusta, Ark. 

Report of BrUj. Oen, (Jhrlstopher C. Andrews^ U, S, Army, eomtnand- 
nig Heeond JYirislon, Berenth (\)rps, 

llixius. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

J)er((lPs Arh,^ November 1861 — p, in. 

(Aptain: (hi])taiu Goodspeed (Sixty-first Illinois), commanding 
S(‘ont to Augusta, has just retxmied with six prisoners, including three 
lieutenants. lie reached Augusta at 4 yesterday morning, but as the 
boat got too near town before landing, a rebel ])i(*ket of fifteen made 
tlndr es<*ape. He reiiorts txvo battalions under McDaiihd and Txu'ker, 
of about 800 m<m total, a few miles above Augusta on the levee. Me- 
(h‘ay and Dobbin are cast of Chiehe liiver, jn’obably near Cotton Plant. 
Dobbin’s men are getting together; cavalry ■\\(mt 1o salt-works, west 
of Wliite Eiver. Ko a(*cident or loss to xis. 

C. C. AJ'JDKEWS, 

Brigadier- Geuei at. 

Cai>t. (ML Dver, 

Assisi<(lit Adjutaat-Genera 1. 


BfOVEMBEE 23, 1864.—Skirmishes at Morganza, La. 

Reports of Brig. (hn. Daniel IJllmannj U. B, Army. 

Mor(UNZA, La., November 'H, 1864. 

(deceived 10.20 a. m.) 

The enemy’s (‘avalry are hovxwing around all my lines. General 
Lawler drew in what few cavalry pi<*kets there were and yCvsterday 
before sundown the enemy attempted to cut off my up-river outpost, 
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killing tlie otiicer in <*oinuuin(l and v^evnral men. Last niglit iliey 
attacked my left, killing some and driving oif tlie cattle. It is repre¬ 
sented tliat a force, large or small, is crossing the Atcliafalaya. It will 
not he possible to prevent the caidnring of ontimsts without cavalry. 
Oolonel Chrysler, Second New York Cavalry, is here to take away the 
thirty or more cavalry left and all the inehective men. I earnestly 
ask that Colonel Chrysler, with his regiment, now at Baton Eouge, be 
ordered back, as they are all familiar with every bridle-path in this sec¬ 
tion. 

It is desirable that i should have an answer this morning before 
Colonel Chrysler leaves. 

DANIEL CLLMAISIN, 
i>r Ujadier- Hen era Z, Com ma k dlluj. 

Lieut. Col. (I T. Chutstensen, 

AHnIsUoit A dj Hi a ni-General, 


Headqttarteus TJ, S. Eoeoes, 
Moryanza^ La,, November ISGi, 

SiE: I have the honor to re])ort that 1 assumed command of the TJ,* 
S. forces stationed at this phu'O on the afternoon of the 23d instant. 
As(*ertainmg on investigation that for two days all the cavahy ])i(*k(*1s 
had been drawn in, and that the infantry picket-line was weak and in 
an inefficient condition, 1 immediately direided my attention to r(‘gn- 
lating and strengdliening it. Before this could he satisfactorily doms 
information was brought to me at 5 p. m. that a deta(‘hment of tin* 
enemy’s horse, estimated at fifty or sixty, had attadced and endeavored 
to cut oft* the oiitimst on the up-river road. They charged b(d\Ne(‘n tin* 
outpost and the pi(*ket-line, and sii(*ceeded in scattering the fornn*!*. 
The (casualties are as follows: Kilhd, 1 commissioned officer and 2 
enlisted men; wounded, 3 enlisted men; missing, 14 enlish^d mmi. 
Second Lieut. A. D. Tallade, Company 1, Eighty fourth IT. S. (Jol- 
ored Infantry, commanding out})Ost, was seriously wounded in tin* right 
breast, and died in a few hours. This excellent young ohicer nud his 
fate gallantly and was ]>rutally robbed by the rebels of his wat(di, 
money, and clothes even to his shirt. I have the satisfaction of r("port- 
iiig tliat the reserve of the grand guard, under Sc(‘ond Lieut, d, IF. 
Wisner, Company K, Eighty-fouith IT. S. (^olored Infantry, behav(*d 
with much steadiness, and by theii* promj)tn(^ss in sup])orting tin* out¬ 
post, drove off the enemy, it is believed, with some loss, killing s(*veral. 
During the night the enemy showed himself rei)eate(lly at various [)oints 
along the line, and at about 10 p. m. made an unsuc(*essfiil atl(*mi)t, 
near the outpost on tlie down-river road, to drive* oft* the cattle of tln^, 
command; two of the herdsmen were wounded, one of whom has siin*e 
died. Having no eft’ective cavalry 1 was unable to pursue the eneiiiy. 
I have information from several sour(*es, corroborating eaeffi other, that 
the Confederates have, within two days, b(*en (uossingthe Atchaialaya 
at several points. Lyon^s Ferry, Morganls Ferry, and ^Simspoi’t are 
named. They seem to have had excellent means of in formation resp(‘<d- 
ing this command, as I have satisfactory eviden(*e that parties twenty- 
six miles ironi these lines had a knoAvleclge two days b(*fort* it was (‘om- 
municated to me that Brigadier-General Lawler was oixhued elsewlnu'e, 
and that all the cavalry was ordered away. I am informed that the cel¬ 
ebrated Confederate scout, McAnnelly, was seen yesterday six miles from 
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tljo i)i<*kets and tluit lie had iweiitly been witliiii tlie lines of this <*om- 
inand. 1 leave res])eotlully to represent that Avithoiit a sufticient 
force of cavalry i shall not be able to prevent my infantry outposts and 
])i(*kets from being constantly attacked, nor shall I have the power to 
keep the telegraph line in order. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

DANTIKL ULLMANI^^, 
Brigadier-General of Yolunteem^ Oommanding, 
Lieut. Ool. George B. Drake, 

Aast, Afljt, Oen,^ Hdqrs, JJept. of ihe Gulf New Orleans. 


NOVEMBER 23-I)ECEMBER 10, 1864.—Expedition from Port Wingate 
against Indians in New Mexico, with skirmish (December 1) on the Red 
River. 

Report of Maj. Ethan 11^ Eaton^ First New Mexico Gamlry. 

Headquarters, 

Fort M'ingaie^ N. Mex.^ December 14^ ISOL 
Captain : 1 have the honor to report that in complian(*e with instruc¬ 
tions from general commanding department, dated Socorro, K. Mex., 
November 15, 1864, I started on the 23d of same month in the direction 
iiuli(Tited in said instructions to cross the trail of sheep stolen from 
near Lemitar, N. Mex., on the 8th. 

On the 24th at about noon passed Agua Eria, and on the 2Cth, after¬ 
noon, rea(*hed Itito Queinado. No water between the two i)la(*es. Lett 
Kito (Juemado on the 27th. Traveled southeast toward the south end 
of tlie {Sierra del Datil and northeast end ol* Sierra del Mangas to the 
lu*a<l of the JJio del Mangas, between the two ranges. In the afternoon 
at the head of Rio del Mangas found trail I was in search of. When 
the sh(‘e]) had pasvsed there must have been trom eight to ten inches of 
snow on tlu‘ ground, and when I found the trail there was none. This 
made it almost impossible to follow it, as it could only be seen at long 
intervals, and then very dim. The fear of losing the trail or being dis- 
(‘overed by the Indians in time for them to escape com])elled me to 
tra\’el oii foot with the guide and trailers from the time 1 first found the 
trail until th(^ Indians were overtaken, not mounting my horse for over 
four days. The men were also on foot. 

On th(^ 28th, after passing the hlangas Mountains, I found at about 
noon wh<‘re th(> Indians had U*ft their families while on their expedition 
to the riv<T. Tliore were ten lodges, now deserted. These were of 
eight A])a(*hes with their families, three Navajos with families, and 
live Navajos that had left their fannlies near or with Manuelito’s ban<l, 
near the Mocpiine villages, in all about fifty-live persons. Sixteen (eight 
A])aches and eight Navajos) stole the sheep. Before leaving the 
lodges the Apacdies separated, taking probably about one-balt‘ of the 
st()(‘k, and the Navajos also separated in four or five difiereiit parties, 
ea(*Ii with their proportion of stock. This information was received 
from the Navajo squaw taken. With the party Lfollowed there were 
two others for the first day, as where they slept the night after leaving 
the lodges there appeared to bo three lots, but I could not tell when or 
in what direction they left the trail that I happened to follow. I fol¬ 
lowed tlu^. trail with great difficulty until the 30th about noon, after 
wlii<*h time it was <tomparativcly i>lain. 

On the 29th at about 4 p. ni. found water in holes, not having had 
any since 27th at about noon. The Indians had up to the 30th appai^- 
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eutly selected tlie Morwst ground tliey could possibly find, olfen hirniu^ 
back and going up some mesa almost per];)endicular and very rocky. 
This was probably done to bide tbeir trail. 

On the 1st December at about 3.30 p. m., and ninth day from tliis post, 
overtook the Indians camped in a narrow at the head of a canon run¬ 
ning to Eed Eiver, about six miles from it and twenty from its head, 
thick pinon and cedar timber and rocky gulches on each side of the 
valley, selected with the habitual cunning of the Indian, with tlie view 
to an easy escape in case of attack. I immediately attacked them, but 
could not get nearer than about 400 or 500 yards to them before they 
saw us. Fired upon them as they jumped in the timber, but eould not 
see that any of them were hit. They had no time to take anything 
with them. Tliey had about 175 head of sheep, one horse and one 
bm*ro. These wore taken, together with all their camp equipage, &c. 
I directed the detachment to secure the sheep and deploy through the 
timber in search of the In<lians, which they did, taking 1 squaw and 
1 boy prisoners. In the meantime I started in pursuit, the guide and 
one man coming after me mounted, but owing to the thick timber and 
gulches could overtake but one buck Indian. He was killed. [ 
remained at their camp that night, collected and burned all the Indians 
had left, and started on my return on the morning of 2d instant. 
According to my calculation I had traveled 213 miles when the Indians 
were oVertakeii, and on foot. I still expected to find more Indians, and 
did not return direct to this post, but traveled two days north of east to 
near the Salt Lake, and back two days north of west to Ojo del Venado, 
not finding any sign of Indians that I eould follow. Eatioiis getting 
scarce and animals nearly used up (having already been coiniielled to 
kill two), I directed iny march for Zuni, where I arrived on the Gth 
instant. The squaw says that the other Navajos iirobably went direct 
to where their families were, near Moqume. They I think belonged to 
Manuelito’s band and are of those thathave not yet surrendered. There 
wei^e no Moqiiis with them. There are also some N'avajos near the head 
of Eed Eiver, m and about the Sierra del Escudilla, that join Avitli the 
Apaches in stealing. It was my belief that this robbing had been com¬ 
mitted by Manuelito’s band, and from the length of time that iiad 
elapsed between the robbery and my starting after them I expected to 
find the thieves with him. His band is from 300 to 500 strong, and J 
took men enough (thirty-five) to give him a wholesome lesson, but I 
did not find him. Where I came upon the trail of the sheexi was not 
over three or four days’ travel (75 to 100 miles), perhaps less, fr*om 
Liuiitar, and the people of that place could have retaken the sto(*k 
easily if they had followed the Indians. And if 1 had received uoti(*c 
five or six days after the robbing, instead of fifteen, I would x)robably 
have found all the stock together and retaken it; at least the trail would 
have been easily followed before the snow melted and the Indians could 
not easily have escaped. I returned to this post on the 10th instant, 
having been absent eighteen days; was at two different times two days 
and once three days without water for the animals, and on this acicomit 
they suffered greatly. Some of the sheep tired out and were killed on 
the road. I brouglit'in 158 sheep, 1 horse, 1 burro, and 2 prisoiuu‘S, 

The detachment I had with me deserve the greatest credit for tlie 
good will and jierseverance with which they did their duty, and under 
very unfavorable circumstances, considering the age and dimness of 
the trail. They passed several nights without fire, suffering severely 
from the cold. 
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1 triiveleclj according to my calculation, 395 miles almost in a circle, 
not having struck my outward trail until within twenty miles of this 
]>ost. Many of the men were with their feet on the ground before the 
Indians were overtaken. Eawhide wastbuiid at the Indian camp, with 
which they patched their shoes. 

r am, captain, very respe<*tfully, your obedient servant, 

E. W. EATOl^, 

Major First Gavalrif Xew Mexico Vols.^ Commanding Post, 
Oapt. Benjamin 0. Cutlee, 

Assistant Adjutant-GeneraDepartment of New Me.iieo. 


NOVEMBEE 25, 1864.—Affair at Eaccourci, near Williamsport, La. 

Report of Brig. Gen, Daniel JJJhnann^ F, R, Army, 

TlEADic^UAETEES U. S. FORCES, 
Morganza,, La,, Noremher .27,1861, 
SiB: I have the honor to report that on tlie 25th instant a Lieuten¬ 
ant Thatelier, U. S. Kavy, commanding the Gazelle gun-boat, ito. 50, 
while on shore with two men at Eaccourci, near Williamsport, was 
murdered by guerrillas and horribly mutilated. Lieut. Oommaiider 
John J. Cornwell, U. S. ITavy, commanding Second and Third Divis¬ 
ions Mississippi Squadron, states to me this aftcuaioon that he gave 
notice some time since to the inhabitants below Eed Eiver, along Old 
River, and the Mississippi, that if any of his ohicers or men were mur¬ 
dered he would take summary vengeance upon them and their property. 
He intends to retaliate some time next week and earnestly requests 
]ne to send a force to co-operate with him. 

1 have the honor to reciuest instructions both as to whether I shall 
co-operate with Captain Ooimwell and also as to the extent to which 
retaliation shall be carried. I am informed that there is in that direc¬ 
tion a large number of horses, mules, and cattle, and also much forage. 

I have the honor to be, resi)eetlully, yoxm obedient servant, 

DANIEL ULLMANN, 
Brigadier^Gcneral of Volunteers,, Commanding, 
Lieut, ('ol. George B. Drake, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


ITOVEMBEE 25, 1864.—Engagement with Indians at Adobe Fort, on the 
Cana^an Eiver, N. Mex. 

Reports of (Ud, Christopher Carson, First New Mexico Cavalry. 

IlDQRS. Kiowa and Comanche Expedition, 

Camp Oil Rita Blanco, 100 miles east of Fort Bascom, 

December d, 1864. 

Captain: I have the honor to submit for the information of the gen¬ 
eral commanding the department the following reiiort of my operations 
against the Kiowa and Comanche Indians: 

I arrived at Fort Bascom, N. Mex., on the lOtli ultimo, with seventy- 
live Dte and Apache Indians. At this place I found all the com])anies 
eomposingthe expedition in readiness to move atanymoment. IleftFort 
Bascom on the 12th ultimo with the following force, yiz, Captain Fritz^s 



940 


LOUISIANA AND THE TR.yvfS-MISSISSirPI. 


[<'HAr, LUL 


company (13, Pivst Cavaliy, Calilbruia Voliuiteeris), 00 men; OaiJtaiu 
Witham’s couipany (M, Fiist Cavalry, Oalitbrnia Voluiiteery), 30 men; 
Lieutenant Heatli, vntli a cletaelmieut of Company K, First Cavalry, Cal¬ 
ifornia Volniiteerb, 38 men; Captain Dens’ coini)auy (M, First Cavalry, 
Mexico Volunteers), Lieutenant Bishop and 69 men; Captain Ber- 
ney’s company (D, First Cavalry, ^N'ew Mexico Volunteers), 39 men; 
Lieutenant Edmiston, with 58 men of Company A, First Veteran In¬ 
fantry, California V olunteers, and Lieutenant Pettis, with 27 men of Com¬ 
pany K, First Infantry, California Volunteers, and two mountain howit¬ 
zers. The infantry force was commanded by Lieut. Col. F. P. Abreu, 
First Infantry, New Mexico Volunteers, and the cavalry by Maj. Will¬ 
iam McCleave, First Cavalry California Volunteers. This force was ac¬ 
companied by seventy-five Ute and Apache Indians, in charge of Lieut. 
Charles Haberkorn, First Cavalry, New Mexico Volunteers, whom I took 
with me for that purpose. Lieut. J. C. Edgar accompanied me as acting- 
assistant adjutant-general of the expedition. Lieut. B. Taylor, Fiftli 
U, S. Infantry, as acting assistant quartermaster, and acting com¬ 
missary of subsistence, and Asst. Sm-g. George S. Coiirtright, U. S. 
Volunteers, as surgeon to my command. Total, 14 officers, and 321 
enlisted men, and 75 Indians. This force was subsisted to include 
December 31,1864. I deemed it i)roper to take wagons as transporta¬ 
tion as far as a point known as the Adobe Fort, about 200 miles east 
of Fort Bascom, on the Canadian Eiver, at wlucb point I intended to 
form a depot and operate with pack-mules. I considered that the rrum- 
ber of pack-saddles at my disposal (100) was insufficient to transport 
the necessary supply of subsistence to take me to the place where I 
expected to find an Indian encampment. Traveled by easy stages on 
. a practicable wagon road along the north bank of the Canadian Eiver, 
having to lay over on two occasions for one day on account oi* snow¬ 
storms. On the 24th ultimo, while encamped on a creek known as tbe 
Arroya de la Mula, about thirty miles west of the Adobe Fort, I dis¬ 
patched two Indian spies with instructions to proceed a short distance 
down the Canadian, and return the same evening if they saw any fresh 
signs of Indians. They returned about one hour after sundown and gave 
me information from which I concluded that there was a camp of hostile 
Kiowa and Comanche Indians in my vicinity. I immediately gave ordei-s 
to have all the wagons loaded and left in charge of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ahreu with the infantry and dismounted cavahy force, and I moved 
forward with my entire mounted force and Lieutenant Pettis’ liowitzers. 
I marched about fifteen miles that night and again encami)ed and sent 
my spies ahead. They returned about two lioiirs before daybreak, 
when I immediately took the saddle and continued my marcli down the 
river. 

About one hour after daybreak on the morning of tlie 25th ultimo I 
discovered a party of Indians on the opposite bank of the river, who 
were calling to me to come over. I ordered Major McCleave with Oa])- 
tain Deus’ company to cross over and pursue them, and I continued my 
march along the river. Soon after I discovered an Indian encampment 
about five miles in advance. I immediately directed Captain Fritz to 
advance with his company, and act in conjunction with Major McClea ve, 
who was on the opposite bank of the river with Captain Deuws’ company. 
On hearing the report of fire-arms in front, I concluded that a fight had 
commenced, and I directed Lieutenant Heath, with his detachment, to 
advance, and I followed as fast as possible with the artillery and Ca])- 
tains Witham’s and Berney’s companies. The Indians abandoned their 
camp of about 150 lodges, but hotly contested the ground between there 
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and tlie Adobe Fort, a distance of about four miles. At tbis point they 
took a position and made a stand. They made several severe charges 
on Major MoCleave’s conunand before my arrival with the artil¬ 
lery and the other companies, but were gallantly repulsed. On my 
arrival on the ground I ordered the artillery to take a position, and the 
engagement ceased for a short time. Finding it impossible, on account 
of the broken-down condition of my cavalry horses, to capture any of 
the stock which the Indians had in their possession, I gave orders to 
unsaddle, and the men to have breakfast, it being my intention to 
return and destroy the Indian village through wliich I had passed. On 
looking through my glass I discovered a large force of Iiidians advanc¬ 
ing from another village about three miles east of the Adobe Fort. In 
this village there were at least 350 lodges. I immediately ordered the 
command to saddle and the companies to take a position. In a short 
time I found myself surrounded by at least 1,000 Indian w^arriorvS, 
monnted on first-class horses. They repeatedly charged my command 
from different points, but WTre invariably re]mlsed with great loss. 
The two mountain howitzers, under Lientenant Pettis, did good servi(‘e, 
and finally drove the enemy out of range. The Indians still remained 
ill my vicinity, and 1 conjectured that it was their object to keep mein 
my position at the Adobe Fort, if possible, until night, that they miglit 
have an opportunity to cany off their lodges and pro\usions from their 
village, also some stock that they had left behind them in their retreat. 
I therefore determined to return to the village and destroy it. I now 
gave orders for Captain Fritz to protect my right fiank with his com¬ 
pany, dismounted and deployed as skirmishers; Captain Withaui’s 
and a part of Captain Deus’ company on the left tlank, and Cai)tain 
Pernoy’s and Lientenant Heath’s detachment, and a part of Captain 
Hens’ company in the same manner to protect the rear. In this manner 
J eommenced my march on the village. The Indians, seeing my object, 
again advanced, Avith the evident intention of saving their village ami 
])roperty, if xiossible. How commenced the most severe fighting of the 
day. The Indians charged so repeatedly and with such despeiation 
that for some time I had serious doubts for the safety of my rear, but 
the coolness with which they were reciuved by Captain Berney’s com¬ 
mand, and the steady and constant fire poured into them, caused them 
to retire upon every occasion with great slaughter. 

The Indians now finding it iinimssible to impede my march by their 
repeated charges, set fire to the valley in my rear, which was composed 
of long grass and weeds, and the Avind being favorable it burned with 
great fury and caused my fear to close np at double-quick. T imme¬ 
diately saw their objiT^t and had the valley fired in my front to facili¬ 
tate my march. 1 then retired to a x>ioce of eleA^ated ground on my 
light fiank upon which the grass Avas short, and njion Avhich I knew I 
Avas out of danger from the fire. Here the Indians again advanced 
under (*over of the firi^ and smoke which raged wdth great fury, but 
luy artillery being in position they were again impulsed with great 
slaughter. ^ The fighting was constantly kept np in roar until I arrived 
Avithin about 500 yards oi‘the Indian Aullage, Avhen the Indians made a 
(‘harge tbrAvard for the purpose of rescuing a part of their property. 
However, a tew wshclls from my howitzers, which were immediately imt 
in position, drove them yelling from the ground, and the entire village 
and stores Avere in my i>ossession. I then proceeded to destroy the 
village and stores, amounting to about 150 lodg(‘Sof the best manufac¬ 
ture, a large amount oi* dried meat, berries, buffalo robes, poAA^der, (*ook- 
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mg uteusilfc^j also a buggy and spring wagon, the property of 
Sierrito or Little Mountain, the Kiowa chief of the Indians which I 
engaged. The inlncipal number were Kiowas with a small number 
of Ooinanches, Apaches, and Arapahoes, all of which were armed 
with rides, and I must say that they acted with more daring and brav¬ 
ery than I have ever before witnessed. The engagement (‘commenced 
about <S.30 a. m. and lasted I may say without intermission until sun¬ 
set, during which time I had 2 soldiers killed and 10 wounded, and 1 
Indian killed and o wounded, and a large number of horses wounded 
(see inclosed list). It is impovssible for me to form a correct estimate 
of the enemy’s loss, but ti*om the number which I saw fall from their 
horses during tlie engagement, I cannot call it less than 60 in killed 
and wounded. I Hatter myself that I have taught these Indians a 
severe lesson, and hereafter they will be more cautious about how they 
engage a force of civilized troops. The officers and men engaged acted 
with the utmost coolness duiiiig the fight and my entire command 
showed a promptitude in carrying out my orders on all occasions. 

I take pleasure in bringing to your notice the names of the following 
officers, whose conduct during the fight deser\'es the highest praise: 
They are Major MeCTeave, Captain Fritz, and Lieut. S. Heath, First 
Cavalry, California Volunteers 5 Captains Deus andBerney, First Cav¬ 
alry, Kew ^lexico Volunteers. Lieutenant Pettis’ howitzers were well 
served and did remarkably good service. Lieut. J. C. Edgar, First Cav¬ 
alry Kew Mexico Volunteers, acting assistant adjutant-general of the 
expedition, was remai'kable for his coolness and bravery during the en¬ 
gagement. I am indebted to Assistant Surgeon Coiirl right. U. S. Vol¬ 
unteers, for his prompt attention to the wounded of my command. The 
Ute and Apache Indians acted bravely during the day. 

The Indians seeing their village in fiames fled to the hills and gave 
me no further annoyance. I regret very much that the poor condition ol‘ 
my horses did not permit me to follow them and secure the large amount 
of stock which they iiad in their possession, also another lai'ge village 
which 1 could observe through my glass farther down the river. The 
company commanders now reported to me that their ammunition was 
nearly expended. I deemed it prudent to return and join my wagons, 
which I directed to follow me slowly. xVbout 8.30 j). in, I came on Colonel 
Abreu’s command encamped with the entire train on a creek about ten 
miles west of the Adobe Fort. Here I also encamped for the night. In 
the morning I moved my entire command about 500 yai-ds for the pur¬ 
pose of procuring bett(‘r grass for my animals. I now decided that owing 
to the broken-down condition of my cavalry horses and transportation 
and the Indians having fled in all directions with their stock, that it 
was impossible for me to chastise them further at present. Therefore, 
on the morning of the 27th ultimo, I broke camp and commenced my 
return trip. I have traveled by easy marches in order that I may take 
all my animals to the fort if possible, and I have arrived at this point 
without any incident worthy of note. I shall continue to travel slowly 
to Fort Bascom, where I expect to arrive about the 10th instant, and 
I will await there for further instructions from the general command- 
ing. 

1 am, captain, very rcspectJiilly, your obedient servant, 

C. CAKSOl^, 

Colonel Fi)%st Cavalry,! Mexico Yohmteerfi,, Comdg, 

Capt. Benjamin C. Cutler, 

Asst Adjt, G-en,j Dept of New Mexico^ Santa Fe^ N, 3Lex, 
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Headquaetees Kiowa and Comanche Expedition, 

Oamp near Fort Bascom, N‘. Mex,^ December 16,1864. 

Geneeal : 1 arrived at this place with my command on the 10th 
instant. I brought in almost all of my stock, but in a very broken- 
down and unserviceable condition, so much so that it cannot possibly 
take the held in less tlian six weeks. If it is your intention that this 
command again take the held, as I think it should do, I would respect¬ 
fully suggest to you ]iot to send it for at least six weeks, and that 
during that time it be fni'iiished with forage for all the oavahy horses 
and quartermaster’s mules, as they cannot be recruited to do good 
service on grass alone. And that while in camp at this place, or at 
the time of starting, iny present command b(‘ re-enforced by 700 
mounted men, or all of the mounted men that you can possibly spare, 
and enough inlantry to make ixp the 700 men. Also two C-ixmnder 
and two 12-i)oiiuder rifled giiiis. This will make my command about 
1,000 strong, and no smaller command should go after these Indians 
with the expectation of (*hastizing them in a proper manner. I would 
further suggest that this command be furnished with tiunsportation 
for four months’ subsistence from the time they reach the Adobe Fort, 
at which i)oint I think the depot should be established. In this man¬ 
ner I think the Indians could be brought to our terms, but in no other, 
Kow is the time, in my oinnion, to keep after them. They must live 
on or near the (Janadian Eiver during the vinter with their families 
and stock, and I think that if a command be sent there as I suggest, 
that by next summer the Indians can be brought to any terms. There 
are immense quantities of buft'alo in two days’ travel of the point at 
which I had the fight, and I think the Endians (*an be found there in 
large numbers. On the day of the fight my men found in the lodges a 
number of wonum and children’s dresses, bonnets, shoes, 4&c.; some 
of these I saw mys(df. 1 have since been told by Mexican traders that 
i lie Indians have in their imssession five whit(‘ women and two children. 
If we can take some of their women and children I may be able to buy 
the white women and children from them. I would here suggest that 
no more of these traders be allowed to go among these Indians. On 
thci day of the fight 1 destroyed a large amount of powder, lead, caps, 
and I have no doubt that this and the very balls witli which my 
num were killed and wounded were sold by thes(^ Mexicans not ten 
days Ixdbre. We saw the tracks of three wagons going down the 
river, and you may be sure they belonged to the ti-aders. I>ut I blame 
tlu‘ Mexicans not half vso much as I do Mr. Steck, superintendent of 
Indian affairs, who gave them the pass to go and trade, he knowing per- 
iectly well at the time that we were at war with the Indians, and that 
th(^ Mexicans would take what they could sell best, which was ])owder, 
lead, and caps, and Mr. Steck should have known better than to give 
passes to these m(m to trade, when every one knows that ammunition 
is all tlu^. Indians want at this time. I will move camp the day alter 
to-morrow tw(dve miles up th<‘ river, as the grass is much better there 
than ati this plac(‘, and Avherc I will wait for further orders from you. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 

C. OAESOK, 

Colonel Fh'Hi Cavalry, New Mexico Volunteers, Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. Jaivies El. Cakleton, 

Comdg, Department of New Mexico, Santa Fe, N. Mew. 
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Headquarters Department of New Mexico, 

Las CrnceSj AT. Mex.j Lecemlyer 16, ISfjl. 

OoL Christopher Carson, 

Commanding Expedition against the Kioica and 

Comanche Indians, Fort Bascom, AT. Mex.: 

Colonel: I had the pleasure to receive your very interesting and 
satisfactory re})ort oi‘ your battle with the Kiowas on the 25th ultimo, 
and have sent a copy of it to the War Department. I beg to express 
to you and the gallant officers and soldiers whom you commanded on 
that occasion, as well as to our good auxiliaries, the Utes and Apaches, 
my thanks for the handsome manner in which you all met so formidable 
an enemy and defeated him. Please to publish an order to this effect. 
This brilliant affair addvS another green leaf to the laurel wreath which 
you have so nobly won in the service of your country. 

That you may long be spared to be of still further serAuce is the 
sincere wish of 

Your obedient servant and friend, 

JAMES H. CAHLETON, 

Brigadier- Genera I, Comm an ding. 


NOVEMBER 27-30, 1864.—Scout from Little Rock to Benton, Ark. 

Report of Capt, William Hawley^ Third TT, Cavalry, 

Camp Third U. S. Cavalry, 

Little Rocl\ Arlx.^ December J, JHOi, 
Sir: I have the honor to re])ort that in accordance with instructions 
received 1 proceeded with my command, consisting of detachments of 
the Third CT. S, Cavalry and the Third IMissouri Cavalry, out the Jen¬ 
kins Ferry road. At a point eight miles from Little Hock the advance 
guard was tired upon by a party of l)Uvshwhackers, which wn»s immedi¬ 
ately returned and every effort made to ca])ture them, but without 
success. Among them was a citizen whom T arrested and sent under 
guard to brigd/de headquarters. The command tlum continued its 
march down the Jenkins Ferry road for a distaiun^ of twenty-eight 
miles, when it encami)ed for the night. Finding no forage at this point 
and ascertaining that none was to be obtained on that road, I deemed 
it imprudent on account of the state of the horses to ])ro(*eed farther 
on that road. On the morning following, taking a small <iross-road 
leading to the rear of Benton, the march was resumed, and u^acliiiig 
Benton about 7 a. m. the command charged the town, but found no om^ 
except a few citizens, who stated tliat most all the Confederate troo])S 
had gone to Red River. Unable to obtain any forage at this place, or 
in the neighborhood, 1 was compelled to return to Little Rock, reaching 
here about 0 p. m. 30th ultimo. In concluding, I would respectfully 
state that the country through which I traveled Avas d(*stitute of b<H‘l- 
cattle and forage. The casualties of the command were the loss oi* 4 
horses, three of which belonged to the Third Missouri Cavalry, two 
having died in camp from causes unknown, one abandoned, also one 
from the Third U. S. Cavalry abandoned as unable to travel. 

I am, sir, very res])ectfu]ly, your obedhmt servant, 

WM. HAWLEY, 

Captain, Third U. h!. Cavalry, Commanding Hcont, 
Lieut. W. T, Hamilton, Acting Assistant AdjvtanCCeneraL 
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NOVEMBEE 29, 1864.—Skinnisli at Doyal’s Plantation, La. 

RBHPOIi'rS. 


No. 1.—Rrig. Geiu Rol>ert 4. Gainoron, IT. S. Arm>, ooinmaiKUn^ Difetrict of La 
Fourclie. 

No. 2.—Asst. Surg. George A. Monroe. Third Rhode Island (*a\alr;y. 

No. 1. 

Rej)ort of Brig, Gen, Robert A, Cameron,^ U, B, Armij^ eommanfling Dis¬ 
trict of La Four die, 

Thibodeaux, La., November 3 (\ isfii , 

(lleceivod 3 p. m.) 

The company of cavalry vTu(*h was at Donaldsoiiville was thrown 
a(‘ross the river yesterday. Major Beebe reports half oi* the one ordered 
from Napdeonville there about to (*ross on the steamer Iberville. Be¬ 
fore the (‘ompany crossed yesterday the small sqnad already there were 
attacked. A lieutenant and 13 men of our party, together with an 
assistant surgeon, were captured, the latter wouncled. We inflicted a 
loss of 1 killed and 3 wounded upon the lebels. 

B. A. (^AMEEON. 

Brigadier-General of yohinteers,^ Gommanding, 

Oapt. B. "Bpeei), 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


[Indomonioiit.] 

Defenses of New Orleans, 

For ember 30^ 1S64. 

Eospectfully forwarded to General Tlurlbut for information. 

Having no <‘avalry on this side of the river J ordered two companies 
from (Jeneral Cameron’s command. It appears they did not cross quite 
soon (mough. I have ordered the whole country between the Missis¬ 
sippi and Amite immediately scoured. 

T. W. SHEEMAN, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 


No. 3. 

lieporl of I3urg, George A, Monroe^ Third Rhode Island Cavalry, 

Donaldson viLLE, La., December 13^ 1864, 
{Sir: In <*ompliance with your orders of the lOtb instant I have the 
lionor to forward the following report and a eoi)y of my parole: 

On the morning of the 39th ultimo Second Lieutenant Tefft, with 
tliirteen men and myself, left camp on the east side of the Mississippi 
for New Eiver in pursuit of a small party of jayhawkers, roiiorted to 
have pillaged a neighboring iflantation the night x>Tovious; got no 
tidings of them, but the citizens rei)orted the rebel sohliers in consid¬ 
erable fonte. Lieutenant Tefft deeming it imprudent to x>roceed larther 
returned by the New Eiver road as far as Doyal’s plantation j halted 
00 R R—VOL XLI, PT 1 
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to feed i\f 2 ]>. in. After feeding, Lieuteuaut Tetl’t and Ids lueii, ^^itl) 
their arms, went to the lioiises to eat. In about lifteen minutes two 
suspicious men passed. The lieuteuaut ordered a sergeant to follow 
and arrest them. In their absence half a dozen rebels were reported 
close at hand. Lieutenant Teift ordered his men into line, but before 
the order could be executed, there not being time to inoiuit, about 
tAventy of the rebels were upon us. After hghtiug about fift(‘en min¬ 
utes wo were ovei'powered and compelled to surrender. One man 
besides nfyself Avas wounded on our side; 1 horse killed, and 3 men 
Avounded (1 mortally) on the rebel side. They then disarmed our men, 
ordered us to mount, and rode in the direction of NTew Eiver. Shortly 
alter the sergeant and men, A\uth the parties whom they had arrested, 
came in sight and Avere captured by the rebel lieutenant and four men. 
The lieutenant linding that from the scATrity of my Avound 1 was 
unable to proceed, stopped at Hew^ lliA^er and paroled uu^ 

I knoAA" nothing further, as the rebel party with their piisoiiers left 
immediately, and I did not learn their destination. 

I am, sir, \{ivy respectful!v, A^our obedient serA^ant, • 

GEOllGE (his X mark) A. IIOXEOE, 
Asnisiant ISurgcon^ Third Rhode Mnud Camlry. 

Witness to signature: 

OiiAKLES W. Turner, 

First Lieutenants Third Rhode Island Caralry, 

Oapt. FEEDEltK' yPEED, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Defenses of Few Orleans, 


[luiloMiie ] 


I do hereby solemnly swear before Alnnghty God that I Avill not bear 
arms against the Confederate States of Ameri(*a until duly exchanged, 
nor aid or assist the TJ. B, Army. 

" I)R. GEOEGE A. MONEOE, 

Third Rhode Island Cavalry, 

Paroling olhcer: 

Lieut. A. Bennen, C. S. Army, 

Commanding iScout, 


f IiKlorb< inoiit ] 


Deeenses op ISIeav Orleans, 

Deecmher //>, tS6L 

Ees])ectfully forwarded. 

The most particular instructioms havi^ been repeatedly given on th<‘ 
subject of the performance of picket and outi)ost duty. Doctor Monroe 
is very tender in his descri])tion of this attair. I have made cai'elhl 
inquiry into the matter, and am assured that Lieutenant T<dft, attcn* 
having felt himself compelled to return in conse(iu(‘nce of a force re 
})orted in his front too large to cope Avith, made a halt at DoyaTs plan¬ 
tation, a ])oint most 0 ])<m to attack of any iji tluit region, allowed all 
liii^ men and horses to feed at the same time, set jio picket s on any ol* i In* 
roads converging to that point, and phuTd hims<‘lf th<u‘(‘ in the ])()\\er 
of the enemy in violation of common sense, his duties as an ofli<*er, and 
particularly all instructions, Avhicli have be(m fre<pieiit on tin* subject. 
1 recommend that this otticer be at once dismissed thc! stwvice. it is 
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to i‘e([uire sometliiiig more than the slow and uncertain process 
of a court-martial to restore to the regiments (of which this is one) 
demoralized by the Eed Eiver canii>aign that military industry and 
virtue without which success is not only imt*ertain. but even seciuity. 

T. W. 8HBEMAN, 
Briffadier-Gencnilj Gommayiding, 


NOVEMBER 29, 1864.—Attack on the steamer Alamo, on the Arkansas 
River, near Bardanelle, Ark, 

Beporf of /Second Lkni. John T, N. Fr//, Fortieth Iowa Infuninj, 

llix^RS. Detachment Fortieth Iowa Vols., 

On Board Steamer Alamo, Strai/horn\s Landing^ Arh,, 

Xorember 30, 1361. 

Sir : I luivc the honor to submit the following report of an engage¬ 
ment with the enemy on the 20tli instant between a detail of thirty 
men of the Fortieth Iowa Volunteers as guards on steamer Alamo to 
Fort Smith, under my command, ami a dtdachment of rel)el ('avalry 
conuuanded by (Job Eobert V. Newton: 

About 2 p. m, yestei’day, when about two miles and a half above 
Dardanelle, the emmiy appeared in considerable force on an elevated 
position on the south side of the Arkansas Eiv(T, dismounted, and 
when within about loO yards cominem*ed firing. They followed us 
about six miles, keejiing u]) an incessant tire. My men, ])rotected by 
breast-works made of oat sacks, returned the tire with (‘oolness and 
deliberation. The captain of the boat informing me that we Avere a]>- 
proaching a bar that (‘ould not be crossed without dihiculty, I ordered 
the boat to be landed on the opposite shore. Just as Ave were about to 
land some one of th(‘ rebels, suj)x><>^cd to be iTii officer, came Avithiu 
sjieaking distance and demanded surrender. To tins demand a nega¬ 
tive reply Avas given. After landing occasional shots Avere exclianged 
, for about an hoxxr, and then the firing ceased. The (Uiemy encamped 
* last night op])osite the boat, but AvithdreAV early this morning. After 
their dei)arture 1 Ausited the opposite vshore and UvSeertained from citi¬ 
zens thatAve had been figliting Colonel NeAA’toifs caA^alry regiment, 
about 250 or 500 strong, and that they lost 2 men killed and lAvounded; 
also, had 2 horses killed; i saAV the graves of the killed. The boat 
Avas literally riddled Avith bullets. No less than eighty-seven balls 
vstru(*k the boat on a line Avith the pilot-house. The detachment under 
my command is composed of details from all the companies except A. 
My only trouble Avas to keep the men from exposing themselves to the 
fire of the enenny. Nothing but the ])rotectiona11:brd(‘d by thcoat sacks 
saved my litile <*ommaiid, one and all of whom, as Avell as the officers of 
the boat, <l(^serv'<* great ])raise for their coiiduct on this o<*<*asion. No 
serious casualty oc(*urred to any of th<^ men of my command. Private 
(diaries S. Powers, C/ompaiiy I, narroAvly escaped, a ball passing 
through his hair; Private Tliomas Jeflers, Company D, Avas hit in the 
side by a spent ball that glanced from a vstanchion. 

Very respect fully, your obedient seiwant, 

JOHN T. 8. FEY, 

Second Lieut. Comjgany C, Commanding JOetaelment 

Lieut. L, A. I>tjn(^an, 

Adjutml Fortieth I own. 
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NOVEMBEE 29, 1864.—Engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. Ter. 

JREIT»OR.TS.* 

No. 1.—Col. John M, Chivingtou, First Colorado Cavalry, commanding expedition. 
No. 2.—Maj. Scott J, Anthony, First Colorado Cavalry. 

No. 3.—Lient. Jud^on J. Kennedy, Fiist Colorado Cavalry. 

No. 4.—Lient. Clark Dnnn, First Colorado Cavalry. 

No. 5.—Col. Ceorge L. Shonp, Third C^olorado Cavalry. 

No. e.—Lieut. Col. Leavitt L. Bowen, Third Colorado Cavalry. 

No. 7.—Maj. HalSayr, Third Colorado Cavalry. 

No. 8.—Capt. Theodore G. Cree, Third Colorado Cavalry. 

No. 9.—-Maj. Edward W. Wynkoop, First Colorado Cavalry, of an investigation of 
Indian affairs in the vicinity of Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter, 

No. 1. 

Reports of Col. John 1/. Ghivington. First Colorado Cmalry. commandirq 

exfiUition. ’ ^ 

Headquarters District of Colorado, 

In the Fields Cheyenne County^ South Bend of Big Sandy^ 

November 29^ 1864. 

In the last ten days my command has marched 300 miles, 100 of which 
the vsnow was two feet deep. After a march of forty miles last night I, 
at daylight this morning, attacked Cheyenne village of 130 lodges, from 
900 to 1,000 warriors strong j killed Chiefs Black Kettle, Wliite Antelope, 
Knock Knee, and Little Kobe [Little Eaven], and between 400 and 500 
other Indians, and captured as many ponies and mules. Our loss [wavs) 
9 killed, 38 wounded. All did nobly. Think I will catch some more of 
them eighty miles, on Smoky Hill. Found wliite man’s scalp, not more 
than three days’ old, in one of lodges, 

3. M. CHIYINGTON, 

Gol.j Gomdg. First l)ist of Colo, and First Indian Fxpedition. 

Maj. Gen. S. E. Curtis, 

Fort Leavenworth^ Bexxirtyyient of Kansas. 


Headquarters District of Colorado, 

Denverj Colo. Ter., December 76', 1861. 

General : I have the honor to transmit the following report of oper¬ 
ations of the Indian expedition under my command, of which brief 
notice was given you by my telegram of November 29, 1804: 

Having ascertained that the hostile Indians had proceeded south 
from the Platte and were almost within striking distance of Fort Lyon, 
I ordered Col. George L. Shoup, Third Eegiment Colorado Volunteer 
Cavaliy, 100-days’ service, to proceed with the mounted men of ins 
regiment in that direction. On November 20 1 left T)env<T, and at 
Booneville, Colo. Ter., on the 24th of November, joined and took <*om- 
mand in person of the expedition, which had been increased by battal¬ 
ion First Cavalry of Colorado, consisting of detaehmeiits of Com])ani(^s 
C, E, and H. I proceeded with the utmost caution down the Arkansas 
Elver, and on t he morning of the 28th ultimo arrived at Fort Lyon, to 
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the surprise of the garrison of that j)ost. On the same evening 1 
resumed my march, being joined by Maj. Scott J. Anthony, First Cav¬ 
alry of Colorado, with 125 men of said x'egiment, consisting of detach¬ 
ments of Companies D, O, and K, with two howitzers. The command 
then proceeded in a northeasterly direction, traveling all night, and 
at daylight of 29th [November striking Sand Creek, about forty miles 
from Fort Lyon. Here was discovered an Indian village of 130 lodges, 
(‘oinprised of Black Kettle’s band of Cheyennes and eight lodges of 
Arapahoes with Left Hand. My line of battle was formed with 
Lieutenant Wilson’s battalion. First Eegiment, numbering about — 
men, on the right; Colonel Shoup’s (Third) regiment, numbering 
about 450 men, in the (*enter, and Major Anthony’s battalion, number¬ 
ing 125 men, First Regiment, on the left. The attack was immediately 
made upon the Indian camp by Lieutenant Wilson, who dashed for¬ 
ward, cutting the enemy oh* from their herd, and driving them out of 
their camp, which was subsequently destroyed. The Indians, number¬ 
ing trom 900 to 1,000, though taken by surprise, speedily rallied and 
formed a line of battle across the creek, about three-fourths of a mile 
above the village, stubbornly contesting every inch of ground. The 
commands of Colonel Shoup and Major Anthony pressed rapidly for¬ 
ward and attacked the enemy sharply, and the engagement became 
general, we constantly driving the Indians, who fell back from one posi¬ 
tion to another for five miles, and finally abandoned resistance and diwS- 
persed in all directions, and were pursued by my troops until night-falL 
It may perhaps be uiuie(*essaiy for me to state that I captured no pris¬ 
oners. Between 500 and 600 Indians were left dead upon the ground ^ 
about 550 j)onies, mules, and horses were captured, and all their lodges 
were destroyed, the contents of which have served to supply the com¬ 
mand with an abundance of trophies, conqn'ising the paraphernalia of 
Indian warfare and life. My loss was 8 killed on the field and 40 
wounded, of which two have since died. Of the conduct of the Third 
Regiment, 100-days’ service, I have to say that they well sustained the 
re])utation of our Colorado troops for bravery and effectiveness, were 
well commanded by their gallant young colonel, George L. Shoup, ably 
assisted by Lieut. Col. L. L. Bowen, Maj. Hal Sayr, and Capt. Theo¬ 
dore G. Cree, commanding First, Second, and Third Battalions of that 
regiment. Of the conduct of the two battalions of the First Regiment 
1 have but to remark that they sustained their reputation as second 
to none, and were ably handled by their commanders. Major Anthony, 
Lieutenant Wilson, and Lieut. Clark I)unn, upon whom the command 
devolved after the disabling of Lieutenant Wilson ficom wounds received. 
Night coming on the pursuit of the flying Indians was of necessity 
abandoned and my command encamped within sight of the field. 

On the 1st instant, having sent the wounded and dead to Fort Lyon, 
the first to be cared for, the last to be buried upon our own soil, I re¬ 
sumed the pursuit in direction of Camp Wynkoop, on the Arkansas 
River, marchhig all night of 3d and 4th instant, in hopes of overtaking 
a large encampment of Arapahoes and Cheyennes under Little Robe 
I Little Raven], but the enemy had been apprised of my advance, and on 
the morning of the 5th instant, at 3 o’clock, pre(*ipitately broke camp and 
fled. My stock was exhausted. For 100 miles the snpw had been two 
feet deep, and for the previous fifteen days (excepting on November 29 
and 30) the mai*ches had been forced and incessant. Cinder these cir- 
(Mimstau(;es, and tlie fact of the time qf the Third Regiment being^ 
nearly out, I determined foi‘ the present to relinquish the pursuit. Of 
the effect of the puuisbment sustained by the Indians you will be the 
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judge. Their chiefs, Black Kettle*, White Antelope, One Eye, and 
Knock Knee ^\’ere among the killed, and their bands almost annihilated. 
1 ^'as shown tlie scalp of a ^Yhite man found in one of the lodges, which 
could not have been taken more than two or three days pre\ious. 
Eor full particulars and reports of the several commanders, I respect¬ 
fully refer you to the Ibro'A'Mg copies herewith inclosed: Col. George 
L. Slump, Third llegiment, December 0, 1804; Col. George L. Shoup, 
Third Kegiment, December 7, 1864; Lieut. Col. L. L. BoAven, Third 
liegiiuent, November .10,1864; Maj. Hal Bayr, Third Eegiment, De¬ 
cember 0, 1804; Capt. Theodore G. Cree, Third Eegiment, Decem- 
l)er 6, 1864; Maj. Scott J. Anthony, First Eegiment, December 1, 1804; 
Lieut. Clark Dunn, First Eegiment, November 30, 1864; Lieut. J, J. 
Kennedy, First Eegiment, N(wember 30,1864. 

If all companies of the First Cavalry of Colorado, and the Elev¬ 
enth Ohio Yolunteer CavaEy, stationed at posts and camps near here, 
AYere ordered to report to me, I could organize a campaign Avhich, in my 
judgment, would eltectually rid the country between the Platte and 
Arkansas Ewers of these red rebels, i ayouEI i‘espeetfully re(piest k) 
be informed, if another camxAaigii should be authorized ii*om here, 
AYhether I could employ 100 or 200 friendly I^tes (Indians), furnishing 
them subsistence, arms, and ammunition for the campaign. 

I cannot conclude this report without saying that tlie conduct of 
Capt. Silas S. Soule, Company D, First Cavalry oi‘ (Vdorado, Avas at 
least ill-adAused, he saving that he thanked God that he had killed no 
Indians, and like expressions, proAing him mor(^ in sympatliy Avith those 
Indians than Avith tlie whiles. The evidence is most conclusiA^e that 
these Indians are the Avorst that liaA^e infested the routes on the IMatte 
and Arkansas Ewers during the last si)ring and summer. Amongst 
the stock captured Avere the horses and mules taken by them from Lieu¬ 
tenant Chase, First CaA^alry of Colorado, last September; several 
scalps of AA-liite men and*Avomeii Avere found in their lodges; also vari¬ 
ous articles of clothing belonging to white persons. On every hand 
the evidence Avas clear that no lick an as struck amiss. 

I am, Avith niueh resxiect, your obedient servant, 

J. M. CHIYINGTON, 

Colonel First Car. of Colorado., Comdg. J)lst of Colorado. 
Maj. Gen. S. E. Curtis, 

Commanding JJeijartment of Kansas^ Fort Learenworth. 

* ADJ)MNJ>A, 


Headquarters District or Colorado, 

In the Field, /South Bend of Big /Sandy, Colo. Ter., 

November 29, :186i. 


Messrs. Beyers and Dailey, 

Editors News, Ttenver, Colo. Ter.: 

Sirs : 1 haA-e not the time to gn-e you a detailed history of our engage¬ 
ment of to-day, or to mention tliOvse offic-ersand men who distinguished 
theinseKes in one of the most bloody battles ever f([^ught on thes(‘ 
])lains. You Avill find inclosed the report of niy surgeon-in-(*hiel‘,AYhicli 
Avill bring to many anxious kiends tlie sad late of IoammI ones, ayIio are 
and haA’’e been risking CAW^^ihing to aA’'enge tlie liorrid deeds of lliose 
savages we haAT so sei^erely handled. We mad(* a fovood mmvli of forty 
miles and suiprised at break of day one of the most ]>OAAMu*ful AM‘Ilages 
of the Cheyunne Nation, ca])ture(l over 500 animals, killing tlie c<4e- 
brated chiefs, One Eye, White Auteloiie, Knock Knee, Black Kettle, and 
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Little ivol)e 1 Little Lavoii], and aLoiit oOG of* their people, destroying' all 
their lod^>es and e(pii])a^*e, making almost an entire annihilation of the 
entire tribe. 1 shall leave here as soon as 1 can see our Avoiinded safely 
on tlhe \vay to the hospital at Fort Lyon for the villages of the Sioux, 
V hi(*h‘ar<^ r(^l)orted a])out eighty miles from here on the Smoky Hill, and 
reported ♦>,000 vstrong, so look out for more hghtiug. 1 will state, for the 
eonsidei ation of gentlemen who are oi)pos<‘d to fighting these red seoun- 
drels, that I vas shown by chief surgeon the sealp ot* a white man taken 
1 ‘rom the lodge of one of the chiefs, vhieh could not have been more 
than Iavo or lliree days taken, and 1 could mention many more things 
to show how thcvse Indians that have been drawing Government rations 
at Fort Lyon are and have been acting. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

el. M. CniVWGTOK, 

Go/., Comdij, Disi, of Colorado and First Indian Fxpediiion. 


No. ± 

Beports of Maj. Scott J, Anthony^ First Colorado Cavalry, 

IlDciRS. Battalion First Cavalry of Colorado, 

In the Fields Fccemher f J8GI 

Sir; I have the honor to report that f left Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., 
with detachment from Com]i)anies J), G, and K, First Cavalry of Colo¬ 
rado, numbering 11^5 men, and twD howitzers. Joined Colonel Chiving- 
ton’s brigade one mile below^ Fort Lyon at S p. m. November 28, pvo- 
(‘eeded with his command on Indian expedition, in a northeasterly 
dir<‘ction, striking Sand Creek at dayliglit of the 20th November forty 
miles from Fort Lyon, when w'e came upon a herd oC Indian horsesj 
wuis sent forward w'ith my battalion to capture the stock. After ]>ro- 
ceeding about one mih^ came in sight of an Indian camp some two 
miles farther; immediately vSent w'ord to C(doiiel cojumanding that an 
Indian camp w^as in sight, and proceeded mth my command in the 
direction of* tin* camj), which I reached just before sunrivse. Found 
Lieutenant Wilson w’ith a detachment of the First Cavalry of Colorado 
upon th(‘ right and south of the camj), and Lieutenant J)unn with a 
detachment of First Cavalry of Colorado, posted upon the west bank of 
Sand Creek, and opposite the cam}), both commanders keeping up a 
brisk lire u])on the cam}); u])on my nearing the camp upon the west 
side was attacked by a small force of Indians ])osted behind the bank 
oi* the creek, who commenced tiring upon me with arrow^s. My (mm- 
mand immediately opened lire u})on the Indians, who had collected 
upon the o}>p()site\sideof cami). Colonel Chivington comingup at this 
time, witli Colonel Sliou])’s regiment, Third Colorado Cavalry, and two 
howu*tzers, charged through the camp, driving the Indians C()m})letely 
out of their camp and intt) the creek to the northward, w^here they took 
up positions under the bank and in holes, ov rille-pits, dug in the sand. 
Tin* lighting now became general. The Indians fought desi)erately, 
api>arently resolved to die upon that ground, butto injure us as much as 
possible l)<d*or<‘ being kilhMl. We fought them for about six hours along 
the ciH^ek for five miles. The loss to my command was 1 killed and 8 
w'ounded. The loss to the entire command, 10 killed and 40 w^ounded. 
Ijieutenant Baldwdn, (‘commanding the se(*tion of howitzers attached to 
my battalion, had a (iiu^ private horse shot from under him. Seven 
In'irses w^ere killed from my (‘ommand. Tlie loss to the Indians w^as 



952 


LOUISIANA AND THE TRANB-MIfcDfcJISlSIPPI. 


[Chap. LHL 


about 500 killed, some 000 ponies, 130 lodges, witli a large (piantity of 
buffalo robes, and tlieir entire camp equixiage. The camp proved to be 
of Cheyenne and Arapahoe IndiaiivS, and numbered about 1,100 j)er- 
sons, under tlie leadership of Black Kettle (head chief of the Cheyenne 
tribe). Black Kettle and three other chiefs were killed. All the com¬ 
mand fought well, and obsei ved all orders given them. We camped upon 
the ground occupied by the Indians the day before, destroyed the entire 
camp of the Indians, and then xnished rapidly in a southerly direction, 
in imrsuit of Little Kaveii’s camp of Arapahoes, reported to be on 
Arkansas Eiver. 

I am, sir, with much respect, vour obedient servant, 

SCOTT J. ANTHONY, 

Major First Cavalry of Colorado^ Gommandiny Battalion, 


Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., December 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I left this post (in company 
with Colonel Cliivington’s brigade) November 28 at 8 p. m., with 128 
men of the First Cavalry of Colorado and two mountain howitzers. 
Alter a march of forty miles we found a camp of Cheyenne and Arap¬ 
ahoe Indians and attacked them at daylight on the 29th. We captured 
from 500 to GOO head of stock, all their lodges and camp, and killed 
between 400 and 500 Indians. Our loss is 10 killed and 3 commissioned 
officers and 37 men wounded. The fight was very severe and lasted six 
hours. The dead Indians ai‘e strewn over about six miles. This has 
certainly been the most bloody and harddbught Indian battle that 
has ever occurred on these plains. I have this day returned to Fort 
Lyon with the dead and wounded, and shall immediately rejoin (hd- 
onel Chivington’s brigade, which is now moving toward the Arapahoe 
.cam]), on the Arkansas. The direction proposed to be taken afterward 
is to find the remainder of the Cheyennes, on Smoky Hill, and a band 
of Siotix reported to be in that neighborhood. The command will prob¬ 
ably, fifteen days Irom this, be near Fort Lamed, Kans., when 1 may 
be able to make more detailed reiiort. 

In the meantime 1 have the honor to remain, most respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 

SCOTT J. ANTHONY, 

Major First Cavalry of Colorado, 

Lieut. A. Helliwell, 

Acting Assista7it Adjutant-Getteral, 

I came to this post in considerable of a hurry. Told the adjutant to 
make the above report. Would have written more in detail, but for 
want of time. Am ordered to rejoin Colonel Chivington^s brigade at 
once. Shall fight the balance of the Araiiahoes before morning, I 
think. Colonel C. has a portion of the Third Kegiment Colorado Cav¬ 
alry with him. This regiment is 100-dayvS’ men. Their time expires in 
twenty days. We shall be greatly in need of troops when his command 
leaves. Our acting assistant surgeon has a large number of sick and 
wounded on his hands; too much for one good surgeon io attend to. 
Our present surgeon is incompetent to take (*harge of this hos])ital 
Avhen no wounded are here, and has been so rei)orted by the district 
medical director. Do try and send us a surgeon as soon as circum¬ 
stances will admit. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SCOTT J. ANTHONY, 

Major First Cav, of Colo,^ Gomdg, Detach, First Cav. of Colo. 
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Headquarters Eort Lyon, Colo. Ter., 

JJecemher :15^ 1864, 

Sir : I have the honor to report, in addition to my last report, that I 
rejoined Colonel Ghivington^s eonunand sixty-hve miles below this post 
on the morning of the 1st instaiit, having left this post at 11 p. in. the 
day previous; found him encamped on the bank of the river, where we 
remained until next day at 2 o’clock, when we learned through pas¬ 
sengers on the Lamed coach that a band of Indians was only fiiteen 
miles below us. The command immediately broke ('am]>. moved down 
seventeen miles and encam])ed at a point where the Indians had been 
encamiied the previous night. Ecmained in camp until 11 p. m., when 
scouts brought in reports of Indians fifteen miles below. Broke camp 
at 2 a. 111. of the 3d instant and at daybreak came uiion their old cam}), 
which they had evidently left but a few hours previous, as was evi¬ 
denced by their scattered lodge poles and cooking utensils, which were 
strewn along their trail for several miles. The Indians could not have 
been more than five miles in advan(*e ot* us and were striking toward 
the head of Pawnee Fork, when ve i\ere ordered to return to the 
Arkansas Eiver, where we lay encamiied two days until our transporta¬ 
tion came down, and were then ordered to retmii to Fort Lyon, where 
my command arrived on the 11th instant. Colonel Ohivingtou passed 
the 10th instant en route for Denver, Colo. Ter., leamig Colonel Shoup 
in command. Colonel Shoup with his command passed on the 12th 
instant en route to Denver, leaving his sick and wounded in the hos- 
l)ital at this ])ost. I am now of the same opinion that I waswlieu 
reporting on the 25th November. I then thought that it would not 
be policy to fight these Indians who were suing for x)eace until there 
was a force sufiiident to penetrate into their stronghold on the Smoky 
Hill and follow them up until they were comidetely humbled. I was 
attempting to keep those in this vicanity quiet until more trooi)s conld 
arrive, althongh I would not x)ermit them to (*ome within the post. Had 
lived upon several who had attempted it and had given strict instruc¬ 
tions to tlie guard to permit no Indians to enter the post. 

I am of the opinion now that the road and the settlements above us 
are in worse (*onditioii than before the arrival of Colonel Chivington’s 
command. There was a force sufiicient at the ])Ostto have totally anni¬ 
hilated the l)and that we attacked on the 29th at Sand ('reek, but as I did 
not consider it i)oli(*y for the present had delayed. I now regret ex<^eed- 
ingly that Colouid Chivington’s command could not have x>ursued the 
Indians farther. We were not to exceed from two to three days’ inarch 
from the main hostile Indian camp, and, 1 think, with a force sufiicient 
to have whii)ped them. The command must have had seventy wagons 
for 700 men. The weather fine for this season of the yearj the proper 
time of year for an Indian campaign, and the moon in the right stage 
for for(*ed night marches ac'ross the plains, and the Indians entirely 
without th<^ knowledge of the increased force. I sincerely regret that 
so good an opportunity was lost totbllow the Indians u})., The Indians 
after they once commenced resisting us at JSaud (ireek fought with 
desperation. They evidently ex^iected to be killed, and were resolved 
to <lo ns all the injury possible before losing their lives. Some of them 
dug holes or rifie-pits in the sand where they would secrete themselves 
and fire uixm us until they were killed, I saw at one time three 
Indians ciliarge not less than 150 men. They came within forty yards, 
firing their revolvers and arrows until they were shot down. One 
S(iuaw was attmnpting to esc^ape with her two children when she was 
shot down, but before she died drew her kniie and cut the thi*oats of 
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lier cliildreii. Tlie Indians did not scalp ouv killed, but our men must 
have scalped 1(H) of theirs. One prisoner (half breed), son of dohn S. 
Smith, liidian inter])reter, was taken and afterward killed in camp. 
One other prisoner, OharlCvS Bent (sem of Col. AYilliam Bent), was taken, 
and sent to this i)ost, whore he is now (*onliiied. Tln^ massacre was a 
terrible one and su(*h a one as each of the hostile tribes on the plains 
ri(‘hly deserve. I think one such visitation to ea(‘h hostile tribe would 
forever put an end to Indian war on the plains, and T regret ex(‘eedingly 
that this ])unishm(‘nt could not have fallen ni)on some other band. 

The estimate is Amriously made at from 200 to dOO Indians killed, IdO 
lodges destroyed, with all their cooking* utensils, and about GdO ponies 
captured, and about 200 buffalo robes. Of the ponies 407 were turned 
in to the acting assistant quartermaster at this post and afterward 
taken by Colonel Shoux) to Denver. About 225 were run ott* from the 
herd toward New Alexieo by someiiarties with the command, sixty w(n*e 
found seventy miles the river and returned to Colonel yhoup^s com¬ 
mand. The buffalo robes were mostly used for our wounded on the 
field. None of them are, however, in the hospital now. I su]>x>ose 
they were all taken to Denver. 1 shall look with some anxiety lor 
more troox)S to arrive, imepared to visit the main (*amp of the Sioux 
and Cheyennes. Until that time shall continue to furnish escorts and 
to xu'otect the trains traveling over the roads until further orders. 1 
now have five xwties out on scouts or escorts. Indian signs liave been 
seen within twenty-five miles of the i)ost ibr the last two days. Indians 
evidently traveling north toward the Smoky Hill or trying to ascertain 
whether or not it will be prudent for them to molest the road for the 
present. They are evidently trying to as(‘ertain the strength of this 
garrison. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with mneh respect, your obedient servant, 

SCOTT J. ANTHONY, 

Major First Cavalrij of Colorado, Commandimj Post, 

Lieut. J. E. Tappan, 

Actg, Asst. Adjt. Coo, JJist. Upper Ar/o, Fort Riley^ Fans, 


No. 3. 

Report of Lieut, Jmlson J. Kennedy, First Colorado Cavalry, 

llDQUS. Company O, Fibst Oolouado Cavali^y, 

- Camp Houfh Bend of Big Bandy, November 30, IstJt, 
Colonel: 1 have the honor to make the following rei)ort of Com- 
13 any C, First Cavalry of Colorado, on an expedition against the Chey¬ 
enne Indians: 

In ])ursuance of Si^ecial Orders from heaidquarters Distri(*t ol’ Colo¬ 
rado, No. 132, of November 13, LSdl, I left Camp Wheeler, (\)lo. Ter., 
on the 20th of November, 1804, with forty-two men of Company C, 
First Cavalry of Colorado, en route for Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., a <lis- 
tance of 240 miles, at which place I arrived on the 2Sth of Noveml)er, 
1804. 11(‘tt Fort Ijyon at 8 p. m. the same day v\ if h thirfy-five in<m of 
Company C, under cominaud of First Lieiil. LuUkm* Wilson, (iom- 
maiiding battalion First Cavalry of Colorado. ^Iad(^ a mar<‘h of 
forty miles to south bend of Big’Sandy, Colo. Ter., af which phu'C 1 
arrived a little after daybreak on the morning of the 291 h, \\h(n‘e we 



Ohap. LIII.] EN(iAOKMENT ON hAND ('REEK, COLO. TER. 955 

caiHC ii2)on a ]ai\i>c villageot'liostileClu\yeiin(‘ Indians, Jiiimberiiig from 
900 to 1,000, w immediately attacked, after ttIucIi a general 

engagement ensued, vliicli lasted until 3 p. m., and in vdiicli the In¬ 
dians vei e def(‘ated and nearly annihilated, after which wei'eturned to 
the Indian village, which we helped to destroy, and then went into 
camp. I had 1 private (Oliver JMervSon) mortally wounded (who has 
since died), 2 ])rivates (August Mettge and John ih Calhoun) severely 
wounded; JSergt. M. 11. Liimell, Saddler Elias South, and Privates 
0. J. Ihilloii, and William Boyh^s, slightly wounded. And I would 
most respe(*tiiilly acknowledge to the colonel commanding the services 
rendered by my platoon <‘ominandei s, Sergts. John V. Turner and M. H. 
Liiinell; also recoiiuncnd them for their bravery through the entire 
engagement. 

I am, sir, very res])ectlully, your obedient servant, . 

J. J. KENNEDY, 

Second Lieut.^ First (Uivalry of Volorado^ Comdg. Compauy C. 

[Col. J. M. CniVlNCTON-l 


No. 4. 

Report of TAenf. OlarL IHiouiy First Colorado CamJry. 

IlD(^Tl^. OOMUANY E, EiRST CAVALRY OF COLORADO, 

Camp South Bend of BUj Sandy^ Goto. Ter., November 30,1861» 

Colonel; T have the honor to make the Ibllowing report of Com¬ 
pany E, First (^avalry of Colorado, on an exp<Hlition against Indians: 

On the 25th instant I hd*t Camp Fillmore, with my company, pur¬ 
suant to Special Orders No. 3, headquarters District of Colorado, dated 
in th(‘ li(Jd, Nov(‘mb(T 23, 1<S04. I joined the column, then in the held, 
the sanu‘ evening at Spring Bottom, thirty miles distant. 1 continued 
the jnarch next day under command of Lieutenant Wilson, command¬ 
ing battalion of First Cavalry of Colorado. We reached Fort Lyon, 
seventy miles farther down the Arkansas, on the 28tli instant, about 
noon. About 7 o\*lock the same eveming I started from that place with 
eighteen men of jny company, taking threc^ days’ cookc^l rations on our 
Iiors(‘S, and traveled in a northeasterly course till daylight next morn¬ 
ing, traveling forty miles. At daylight we came in sight of a largo 
village of hostile Indians ((3ic;v vui'C" and Arapahoes), numbering 900 
or 1,000, neai*ly two miles ns. We immediately xmoceeded to 

the atta<*k by moving down a small ravine andjnaking a charge on the 
village^ from’tlK^. north sidc^, taking the Indians (*ompletely by suiqulse. 
They rallied immediately, and the engagement became general and 
last(ul till aftevnoon, when they were utterly routed and half their nuin- 
b(‘r left dead on the field. We continued the pimsuit till 3 !>. m., when, 
our horses being mucih fatigued and our ammunition nearly exhausted, 
we r<durn<^d to the village, which we hel]>ed to destroy, and then went 
into camp for the night. I lost no men killed, and but 2 wounded. 
Hergeaut JackvSon ha(l his hip broken, and Private Mull was shotthrough 
the I(‘g. 

1 am, sir, very respect fully, your obedic/ut servant, 

CLABK DUNN, 

First Lieut., First Gav. of Goto., Gommand/lny Company B, 

(h)l. J. M. CIIIVIN(JT()N, 

First Camlry of Colorado. 
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No. 5. 

JReim't of CoL George L. Hhoup^ Third (Udorado Cavalry. 

irEAD(2DAIlTERS THIRD C'OLORADO ('AVALRY, 

In the Fields December 7, ^567. 

Dear Sir : I liave the honor to report the pai t taken hy niy re^^iment, 
Tliird Colorado Oavaliy, in the engagement with the Indians on Sand 
Oieek, forty miles noi*th of Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., FTovember 29, ISG-A: 

I brought my regiment into aetion at sunrise. The iirst order given 
was to Capt. John AleCannon, Company I, to cut oft* the Indians from 
their ponies on tlie south side of the village. This order was obeyed 
with great celerity and su(*cess. Captain McCannon captured about 
200 ponies at the lirst dash, but being closely pressed by hundreds of 
Indians sent the ponies to the rear and opened a terrible and vitliei*- 
ingfire on the Indians, completely cheeking them, killing many and 
causing them to letreat up Sand Creek. Capt. O. TT. T. Baxter, with 
his company (G), was sent to re enforce Captain AlcCannon. Tlie two 
companies then fought the Indians up the south side of the creek for 
about two miles. At this imint many of t]ie Indians took lefuge in the 
banks of the creek, wluuv they had ])r(‘paVed rifle-pits, (hiptain Mc¬ 
Cannon, with 1ns company, remained at this xflace until late in the 
afternoon and was the last to leave the held of battle. His brave (*oiu- 
l)any killed 20 Indians in one ])it and must have killed 50 or more dur¬ 
ing the engagmuent. Company G, led by (hiptain Baxter and Lieuten¬ 
ant Temi)ieton, pursued the demorahzed and flyiug savages to the 
south and west, killing ui)ward of 20 Indians. Lieut. W. E. (Srinnell, 
with a detachment of twenty-one men of Com]>any K, fought during 
})art of the engagement on tiie southwest side of tlu^ battle-field. This 
brave little detachment deserve honorable mention ibr their gallant 
conduct on the field. They lost one-fifth of tlndr men in killed and 
wounded. At the o])ening of the engagement I led about 400 of my 
men up the north side of the creek and engaged the main body of Ihe 
Indians, who w(‘re retreating to the west. I dismounted my num and 
tbught them for some time on foot. At this x)oint Cax>tain Talbot, of 
Company M, fell severely wounded while bravely leading his men in 
a charge on a body of Indians who had taken refiige under tln^ banks 
on the north side of the creek. Here a terrible hand-to-hand encoun¬ 
ter ensued between the Indians and Caxrtain Talbofs men and others 
who had rushed forwaid to their aid, the Indians Dying to se(*ure the 
scalp of Captain Talbot. 1 think the hardest fighting ol* the day o(*- 
ciured at this point, some of our men fighting with (dubbed muskets, 
the First and Third Cohnado Begiments fighting sid(^ by side, each 
trying to excel in bravery and eacli ambitious to kill at least one In¬ 
dian. Many valuable lives of officers and men w(U"e saved by the 
bravery of others just as the fatal knife was raised tox^erform its work 
of death. 

Early in the engagement Captain Mchols, with his eomimny (D), 
pursued a band of Indians that were trying to es(*ape to the northeast. 
He overtook and punished them severely, killing 25 or 30 and (*a[)<uring 
some ponies. Other companies of my regiment fought with zeal and 
bravery, but after 10 a, m. the battle became so general and covein^d 
so wide a field that it became necessary to divide my (*ommand into 
small detachments, sending them in all directions to ])ursue the flying 
Indians. I am told by my officers and men that some of their comrades 
engaged the Indians in close combat. I am satisfied li'om my own obser 
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vation that tlie historian will search in vain for braver deeds than were 
committed on that held of battle. My loss is 9 men killed, 1 missing, 
supposed to be killed, and 44 wounded. Capt. Presley Talbot and Lieut. 
C. H* Hawley are the only officers wounded of my regiment, Captain 
Talbot in left side and Lieutenant Hawley m shoulder. 

Tncdosed herewith you will find copy of the reports of my battalion 
commanders to me. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

1 am, sir, with great respect, your obedicmt servant, 

GEO. L. SHOUP, 
Colonel Third Colorado Cavalry. 

Col. J. M. (3HIV1NGTON, 

Commanding District of Colorado. 


“No. G. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Leavitt L. Bowen, Third (Colorado Cavalry. 

Sand Creek, Xovemher 30^ 1864. 

Sir: 1 have the honor to inclose to you the reports of the company 
commanders of the First Battalion, commanded by myself, in the action 
of yesterday. I fully indorse all contained in those reports. All be¬ 
haved well, each vying with the other as to who could do the enemy 
the most injury. This, 1 think, can truly be said of the whole regi¬ 
ment. 1 was in povsition during the action to see most of the regiment, 
and did not see one coward. Permit me to congratulate you upon the 
signal punishment meted out to the savages on yesterday, ‘^who so 
ruthlessly have muixlered our women and children,’’ in the language of 
the colonel commanding, although I regret the loss of so many brave 
men. The Third Eegiment (‘annot any longer be called in Denver the 
bloodless Third. From the most reliable information from a(*tual count 
and positions occupied I have no doubt that at least 150 Indians were 
killed by my battalion. 1 cannot speak in terms of too high praise of 
the conduct of all the officers and men under my command. The war 
flag of this band of Cheyennes is in my possession, iiresented by Stephen 
D. Decatur, commissary sergeant, Oomi)any 0, who acted as my battal¬ 
ion adjutant. 

Very respectfully, 

LEAVITT L. BOAVEK, 

Lieut. Col. Third Colorado Cavalry^ Comdg. First Battalion. 

Col. George Ij. Snoup, 

Commanding Third Regiment Colorado Cavalry. 


No. 7. 

Report of Maj, Hal f8ayr, Third Colorado Cavalry. 

Oamp, December 6,1864. 

Sir: I have llu^ honor to vsubmit the following rei>ort of the part 
taken by my battalion in the action of November 29, on Sand (3reek: 

Battalion consisted of Company B, Capt. H. M. Orahood, First Lieut. 
Charles H. Hawley, Second Lieut, Hai‘ry Richmond, and G4 men^ Com- 
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pany I, Capt. Jolni 3I(*Caim(>n, First Lieut. TLomas J. LaAu.s and 53 
men 5 Company G, Capt. O. H. P. Baxter, Second Lieut. A. J. Temple¬ 
ton, and 40 men; Company K,Lieut. W. E. Griimell, and 21 men, mak¬ 
ing a total of 178 men. Com)>any I was sent at tlie beginning of the 
action to the west of tbe Held, where they remained during the day; 
much of the time sustaining a heavy lire from the enemy, who were 
secreted under a high bank on south side of Sand Creek. This com¬ 
pany did good service iii imeveiiting the escai>e of the Indians to tlie 
west. Companies B, G, and K moved across tlie (Teek and went into 
the action on the north side of the creek and west of the Indian town, 
where they remained for several hours, doing good service while under 
a heavy iii‘e from the enemy who were concealed lu rifle-pits in the bed 
of the "creek. The action "became general and lasted Irom 0.30 a. m. 
until 1 p. m., when the companies divided into small squads and went 
in pursuit of the Indians, who Avere noAV flying in every direction across 
the ])raines, and were pursued until dark. Both officers and men con¬ 
ducted themselves bravely. The number of Indians killed* by the bat¬ 
talion, as estimated by company commanders, is about 175 to 200. 

Casualties: Company B, Lieutenant Hawley wounded in shoulder; 
Private ^lanion wounded in thigh. Company I, 3 killed, 3 wounded. 
Company G, none killed or vounded. Company K, 2 killed and 2 
wounded; making a total of 5 killed and 7 wounded. 

Hoping the above u ill meet > our apimoval, I am, colonel, very res])ect- 


fiiUy, &c., 


HAL SAYK, 


J/qyor, Voyndg, t^econd Third Colorado Cavalry, 


Col. George L. Shoup, 

Commanding Third (Colorado Cavalry, 


No. <S. 

Bei)ort of Capt, Theodore G, Crve, Third Colorado Cavalry, 

Camp Skedaddle, December 6*, iSGl. 

Sir: I have the honor to re])<)rt to you the part taken by the Third 
Battalion in the light of the 29th November. They first formed on the 
left of the regiment in the rear of the village; then moved upon the 
right bank of the creek near one-hali* mile; then dismounted and 
fought the redskins about one hour, where the boys behaved like vet¬ 
erans. After finding that we had done all the good that we (*ould do 
there, I moved Companies D and E (Comi)any F having gone with 
Colonel Bowen’s battalion) and moved to the right across the hill (or 
the purpose of killing Indians that were making their esi-ape io the 
right of the command, in wdiicdi movement we suc(*e(‘ded in hilling 
many. I then made a detail hum Conqiany D of fifteen men and smit 
them to capture twenty ])Ouies, which I could see some four miles to 
the right of the village, but before they had reached the iionics some 
twenty Indians attacked them, when a fierce fight ensued, in which 
Private AIcFarland was killed in a hand-to-hand engagement. But 
like true soldiers the boys stood their ground, killing 5 Indians and 
wounding several others. The Indians finding it rather warm to be 
healthy, they left. The boys ])ursued them some eight or tow miles, and 
finding that they could [not] overtake them [returned|, bringing with 
them the ponies they were sent for. I then luturned with them to the 
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village to take care of tlie killed and wounded companion's. Company 
E lost 1 killed and 1 VNOunded; Company E, 1 wounded^ Company D, 
2 killed and 1 wounded. 

As for tlie bravery divSj)laycd by anyone in particular, I Lave no dis¬ 
tinction to make. All I can say tor offieeivS and men is that they all 
bcliaved well and won lor tlnmiselves a name that will be remembered 
for ages to (‘ome. The number of Indians killed by my battalion is GO, 
I am, colonel, yours, truly, 

T. G. CKEE, 

V(q)tai)ij Commanding Third Bati.^ Third Colorado Car. 


Col. George L. Shoup. 


No. 9. 

Report of Maj. IJdward Ik'. Wynhoop^ First Colorado Cavalry^ of an 
investigation of Indian afairs in the vicinity of Fort Lyon. Colo, 
Ter. 


Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter,, January 15^ 1865. 

Sir : In pursuan<*e of Special Orders, No. 43, headquarters District of 
IT])per Arkansas, directing me to assume command of Fort Lyon, as 
well as to investigat(‘ and immediately report in regard to late Indian 
proceedings in this vicinity, I have the honor to state that 1 arrived 
at this post on the evening of the 14th of January, 1865, assumed com¬ 
mand on the morning of tlie 15th of January, 1*865, and the result of 
my investigation is as follows, viz: 

As ex])lanatory, 1 ])(‘g res])ectfully to state that while formerly in 
command of* this post, on the 4th day of Septembex', 1864, and 
aftiT certain liostilities on the i)art of the Cheyenne and Arat)ahoe 
Indians, induced, as 1 have had ample proof, by the overt acts 
ol* wliite men, three Indians (Cluyennes) were broxiglit as prisonei\s 
to me, who had beim found coming toward the ])()st, and Avho had 
in their ])ossession a letter written, as I ascex'tained afterward, by a 
half-breed in tln^ C'lnyenno (*amp as coming ftorn Black Kettle and 
other prominent (‘hiefs of the Cheyenne and Ara])ah<)e Nations, the pui'- 
])()rt of vhieh was that they desired peace, had never desired to be at 
war with the whit(^s, Ac., as well as stating that they had in their pos¬ 
session some white prisoners, women and children, whom they were 
willing to deliver up provided that peace was granted them. Knowing 
that it was not in my power to insure and offer them the peace for 
which they sued, but at the same time anxious, if possible, to accom- 
plivsli the rescue otthe white ]>risoners in their possession, I linally con¬ 
cluded to risk ail expcHliliou with tln^ command 1 could raise (num¬ 
bering 1137 men) to their rendezvous, 'where, I w^as informed, they wvre 
(‘ongri^galcMl to tlu^ number of 2,000, and endeavor by some means t»o 
procure the albresaid wiiite prisoners, and to be governed in my course 
in ac(*omplishing the same eut ix^ely by circunKstances, Having formerly 
mad(‘ lengthy reiiorts in rc^gard to the details of my expedition, X have 
but to say tiiat I suc(‘eeded—^iirocured four white captives from the 
hands of tlusse Indians—simply giving them in return a pledge that 1 
w’^onld endeavor to procixre for tliem the peace for which they so anx¬ 
iously sued, heeling that under the proclamation issued by John Evans, 
Gov<u*nor of Colorado and sniierintendimt of Indian affairs (a cojiy of 
which becoxiics a portion of this report), even if not by virtue of my 
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position as a U. S. officer, highest in authority in the country, included 
within the bounds prescribed as the country of the Arapahoe and 
Cheyenne Nations, that I could offer them protection until wsuch time as 
some measures might be taken by those higher in authority than 
myself in regard to them. I took with me seven of the principal 
chiefs, including Black Kettle, to Denver City, for the purpose of 
allowing them an interview with the Governor of Colorado, by that 
means making a mistake, of which I have since become painfully aware— 
that of proceeding with chiefs to the Governor of Colorado Territory, 
instead of to the headquarters of my district to my commanding officer. 

In the consultation with Governor Evans the matter was referred 
entirely to the military authorities. Col. J. M. Chivington, at that time 
commander of the District of Colorado, was present at the council held 
with these Indian chiefs, and told them that the whole matter was 
referred to myself, who would act toward them according to the best 
of my judgment until such time as I could receive instructions tfom 
the proper authorities. Eeturning to Fort Lyon I allowed the Indians 
to bring their villages to the vicinity of the post, including their squaws 
and papooses, and in such a position that I could at any moment with 
the garrison I had have annihilated them had they given any evidence 
of hostility of any kind in any quarter. 1 then immediately dispatched 
my adjutant, Lieut, ^y. W. Denison, with a full statement to tlie com¬ 
manding general of the department asking for instructions, but in the 
meanwhile various false rumors having reached district headquarters 
in regal’d to my course I w'as relieved from the command of Fort Lyon 
and ordered to report at headquarters. Maj. Scott J. Anthony, First 
Cavalry of Colorado, who had been ordered to assume command of Fort 
Lyon previous to my departure, held a consultation with the chiefs in 
my iiresence and told them that, though acting under stri(*t orders, 
under the cucumstances he could not materially differ fr‘om the course 
which I had adopted, and allowed them to remain in the vicinity of the 
post with their families, assniing them perfe('t safety until su(*h time 
as positive orders should be received fr’om headquarters in regard to 
them. I left the post on the 25th day of November for the purpose of 
reporting at district headquarters. On the second day after leaving 
Fort Lyon, while on the plains, I was approached by three Indians, one 
of whom stated to me that he had been sent by Black Kettle to warn 
me that about 200 Sioux warriors had iiroceeded down the road be¬ 
tween where I was and Foi’t Lamed to make war, and desired that I 
should be careful—-another evidence of these Indians^ good faith. All 
of his statement proved afterwai’d to be correct. Having an escort 
of twenty-eight men, I proceeded on my way, but did not happen to 
fall in with them. From evidence of officers at this post I understand 
that on the 27th day of November, 18G4, Col. J. M. Chivington, with the 
Third Eegiment of Colorado Cavalry (100-days’ men) and a battalion 
of the First Colorado Cavaliy, arrived at Fort Lyon, ordered a portion 
of the garrison to join him under the command of Maj. Scott J. Ani hony, 
and against the remonstrance of the officers of the post, wlio stated to 
him the efrcumstances of which he was well aware, attacked the camp 
of friendly Indians, the major portion of which were composed of women 
and children. 

The affidavits which become a portion of this report will show more 
particularly than I can state the frill particulars of that massa(‘r<^ 
Every one of whom I have spoken to, either officer or soldier, agree in 
the relation that the most fearful atrocities were committed that ever 
was heard of. Women and childi’eu w^ere killed and scalped, children 
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shot at tlieir motlieris’ breasts, and all the bodies mutilated in tlie most 
horrible mauuer, ISTumorous eye-witnesses have described scenes to 
me comiiii^ under the eye of Colonel Chivingtoii of the most disg.ustin^;- 
and horrible character. The dead bodies of females profaned in su(*h 
a maimer that the recital is sickening, Col. J. M. Chivingtou all tin* 
iime inciting his troops to these diabcdical outrages. Previous to th<* 
slaughter commencing he addressed his command, arousing in them by 
his language all their worst passions, urging them on to the work oi‘ 
committing all these atrocities. Knowing himself all the circumstances 
ot* these Indians, resting on the asvsurances of jn’otection from the Gov¬ 
ernment given thein by myself and Maj. Scott J. Anthony, he kept his 
command in entire ignorance of the vsame, and when it Avas suggested 
that such might be tlie case, he denied it i)Ositivcly, stating that they 
were still continuing th(‘ir deiu*edations, and laid there, threatening the 
fort. I beg h^ave to draw the attention of the colonel commanding to the 
fact established by the inclosed ailidavits that two-thirds or more of that 
Indian village were women and children, and he is aware Avhether or not 
the Indians go to war taking with them their women and children. I 
desire also to state that ('ol. J. M. Chivingtou is not my superioroihcer, 
but is a citizcm mustered out of the IT. S. service, and also that at the 
time this inhuman monster committed this unjirecedented atrocity he 
was a citizen by reason of his term of service havingex^ured, he having 
lost his regulation (*oinmand some months xu'CaIous. 

Colonel Chivingtou rc])ortsodicially that between 500 and 000 Indians 
were left dead upon the held. 1 have hceninlbrmed by Captain Ilootli, 
district inspector, that he visited the field and counted but sixty-nine 
bodies, and by others wlio were iireseut that but a few, if any, over that 
number W(‘rc killed, and that two-tliirds of them \\cre women andchil- 
(Irim. I b(‘g leave to further statefor tlu^ informal ion of tlie colonel corn- 
manding that I lunui talked to every officer in Fort Lyon, and many 
enlisted men, and tliat they unanimously agree that all the statements 
J have made in thisre]»ort are correct. 

In conclusion allow me to say that from the time I held the consulta¬ 
tion Avith the Indian chiefs on tin* headwaters of Smoky Hill up to 
the date of the massacre by Colonel Chivington, not on<‘ single depre¬ 
dation had b(‘eu committed by the Cheyenne and Ainpahoe Indians. 
The settlers of tlie Arkansas Valley had returned to their ranches from 
Avhich they had fled, liad taken in tlieir cro]>s and had be(ui resting in 
p(‘rfe(*t security mKl(*r assurances from myself that they would be in 
no danger for the present, by that means saving the country trom Avhat 
must inevitably become almost a tamine, Avere they to lose their crojis. 
Th(‘ lines of <*oiumunication to the States Avere <)])encd and travel across 
the plains remUwed ]>erfe(‘tly safe through the Cheyenne and Ara])ahoe 
country, Siiu'e this lavst horrible murder by Colonel OliiAnngton, the 
<*ouutry iwesents a scene of dcvsolation; all communication is cut off 
with the Statics except by sending large bodies of troops, and already 
()V(W 100 Avhites liave fallcm as victims to the fearful ATmgeance of these 
b(‘trayed Indians. All this country is ruined; there can be no such 
thing as })oace in the future, but by the total aiinihilatioii of all the 
Indians on the ])lains. I have the most reliable^ information to the 
effect that th(» Clieyennes and Arapalnx^s have allied themselves with 
the Kiowas, Comanches, and Sioux, and an^ <*<)ngregated to the num¬ 
ber of 5,000 or 0,000 on the Smoky llill. Let me also draw the atten¬ 
tion of the colonel commanding 1o the fact stated by aftidaAut that 
John S. Smith, U. S. interpreter, a soldier, and citizen, wore xireseiit, in 
63 R E—yoL XLl^ PT r 
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the Indian camp by permission of the commanding officer of this pohtj 
another evidence to the fact of these same Indians being regarded ae 
friendly, also that Colonel Chmngton states in his official report that 
he fought from 900 to 1,000 Indians, and left from 500 to 600 dead 
upon the held—^the sworn evidence being that there was but 500 souls 
in the village, two-thirds of them being women and children, and that 
there were but tfom 60 to 70 killed, the major portion of which were 
women and children. It will take many more troops to give security 
to travelers and settlervs in this country, and to make any kind of suc- 
cessfril warfare against these Indians. 1 am at work placing Foit 
Lyon in a state of defense, having all, both citizens and soldiers, located 
here, employed upon the works, and expect soon to have them com¬ 
pleted, and of such a nature that a comparatively small garrison can 
hold the fort against any attack by Indians. Hoping that my report 
may receive the particular attention of the colonel commanding, I 
respectfully submit the same. 

Your obedient ser\'aDt, 

E. W. WYNTXOOP, 

Major^ Comdg. First Colorado Yet, Car, and Fort Lyon, 
Lieut. J. E. Tappan, 

Actg, Asst, Adjt, Gen,, District of Upper Arltansas, 


[Fust mdorsMntnt J 

HEADQUARTEEtS DISTRICT OF XJPPEB ARKANSAS, 

Fort 'Riley,, February ii, 1865, 

Eespectfully forwaided to department headquaiters for the informa¬ 
tion of the general commanding. 

JAS. n. FOLD, 

Colonel Second Colorado Cavalry,, Commanding, 


[Sfccoud indoisemeut ] 


Headquaeters Department op the Missouri, 

Habit Louin, Fehntary 1S05. 

Eespectfully foi-srarded to the Adjutant-General of the army, through 
headquarters Division of the Missouri. 


G. M. DODGE, 
21ajor-0en era I, Commauding. 


[Third mdoraemeiit ] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Saint Louis, March 

The Avithin papers and affidavits relating to the Ohivington massacie 
are forwai’ded for the information of the War Department. 

JOHN POPE, 

Major-Genera], Commanding. 


[Fourth indoiaemeut ) 


Headquarters Army, 

March 6,1865. 

Eespectfully foiTrarded to Adjutant-General’s Office. 

J. 0. KELTON, 

A ssistan t .1 fa a f- Generg 1, 
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Adjutant-General’h Office, 

March 8, 1865. 

EespectfciUy submitted to tbe Secretary of War. 

W. A. NICHOLS, 

.4 ssif<fant Adjutant-General. 

[Sixth indorsmient ] 

War Department, 

2larGh 11, 1865. 

Beferred to the Jnd^e-Advocate-General to report what action can 
be taken to brin^'Colonel Chivingtoii to punishment and justice. 

By order of the Secretary of Wai‘: 

C. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secret ary of War. 

[Incloame No 1 ] 

Colorado Super intendency, 
Denver, Colo. Ter., June 16, 1864. 

Maj. S. G. Colley, 

Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter.: 

Sir : You mil iniinediately make necessary arrangements for the feed¬ 
ing and support of all the friendly Indians of the Cheyenne and Arapa¬ 
hoe Indians at Fort Lyon, and dire(‘t the friendly Oomanches and 
KioAvas, if any, to remain at Fort Lamed. You mil make a requisition 
on the military commander of the post for subsistence for the friendly 
Indians of his neighborhood. If no agent there to attend to this depu¬ 
tize some one to do it. These friendly bands must be collected at places 
of rendezvousaud all intercourse betw^een them and tribes orindhiduals 
engaged in warfare with us pi‘ohibited. This arrangement will tend to 
withdraw from the conflict all who are not thoroughly identified with 
the hostile movement, and by affording a safe refuge, will gradually 
collect those who may become tired of war and desire peace. The war 
is opened in earnest, and upon your effcbrts to keep (piiet the friendly 
as nucleus for peace will depend its duration to some extent at least. 
You can send word to all these tribes to (‘onie as directed above, but do 
not allow the families of those at war to be introduced into the friendly 
cam]). T have established a camp for our northern Ixiendly bands on 
Cache la Poudre, and as soon as my ])lan is ap])roved by the military, 
1 will issue a i)roclamatiou to the Indians. Please spare no efibrt to 
<*aiTy out this instruction, and keex) me advised by every mail of the 
situation. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. EVANS, 

Governor and Ex Officio of Indian Affairs. 

[Inclosuifk No. 2 ] 

Executive Depaetment, 
'Denver.) Colo. Ter., June 29,1864. 

Maj. S. G. (Jolley, 

JJ. 8. Indian Ajent, Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter.; 

DeAE Sie: I iiicloso a circular to tbe ludiaua ol“ tbe plains. You 
will by every means you can get the contents to all of these Indians, as 
piauy that are now hostile may i'ow to the frjcftdly and wbea 
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they all do the war will he ended. Use the utmost economy in provid¬ 
ing for those who come in, as the Secretary of the Interior confines me 
to the amount of oui* appropriations, and they may be exhausted be¬ 
fore the summer is out. You will arrange to carry out the plan of the 
circular at Lyon and Lamed. You will use your utmost vigilance to 
ascertain how many of your Indians are hostile, where they are, and 
V hat plans they propose, and report to me by eveiy mail at least. For 
this purpose you will enlist the active aid of Mr. John S. Smith and his 
son, and of such other parties as you may judge can be of essential 
service. Mr. C. A. Cook reports to me that Mr. Bent has given you 
important information in regard to the plans and strength of the hos¬ 
tile combinations on the plains. Please be careful and report to me 
in detail all of the reliable information you can get promxitly, as above 
directed. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. EVANS, 

. Governor of Colorado. 


[Stib tndosure ] 

Colorado Supebintendency Indian Affairs, 

Denver, June 27,1864. 

To THE Friendly Indians of the Plains: 

Agents, interpreters, and traders avUI inform the friendly Indians ol 
the plains that some members of their tribes have gone to Avar with 
the white people. They steal stock and run it oif, hoping to escape 
detection and punishment. In some instances they have attiicked and 
killed soldiers and murdered peaceable citizens. For this the Great 
Father is angry, and will certainly hunt them out and punish them, 
but he does not want to injure those who remain friendly to the whites. 
He desires to protect and take care of them. For this purpose I direct 
that all friendly Indians keep away from those who are at war, and go 
to places of safety. Friendly Arapahoes and Cheyennes belonging on 
the Ai-kansas EiA'cr will go to Major Colley, U. B. Indian agent at Foi t 
Lyon, who AA’ill gh’e them proAusions, and shoAv them a place of safety. 
Friendly Kiowas and Comauches will go to Fort Lamed, Avhere tiny 
will be cared for in the same AA’^ay. Friendly Sioux Avill go to tiu'ir 
agent at Fort Lai'aniie for directions. Friendly Arapahoes and Chey¬ 
ennes of the Upper Platte will go to Camp Collins on the Cache la 
Poudi'e, where they will be assigned a place of safety and provisions 
will be given them. 

The object of this is to prevent friendly Indians from being killed 
through nfistake. None but those Avho intend to be friendly Avith the 
Avhites must come to these places. The families of those Avho have 
gone to war AAuth the whites must be kept aAvay from among the 
friendly Indians. The Avar on hostile Indians Avill be continued until 
they are all effectually subdued. 

JOHN EVANS, 

Governor of Colorado ami Superintendent of Indian Affaire. 


[Intlosmo Ko J ] 

Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., January 15 , 1865 . 
Personally appeared before me John S. Smith, U. S. Indian inter¬ 
preter, who, after being duly SAV'orn, says: That on the 4th day of 
September, 18G4, he Avas appointed Indian iuteiproter for the post of 
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Fort Lyon, and has continued to serve in that capacity up to the 
present date. That on the 4th day of Sei)tember, 1864, by order of 
Maj. E. W. Wynkoop, coniinanding post of Fort Lyon, he was called 
upon to hold a conversation with three Oheyenne Indians, viz, One 
Eye and two others, who had been brought into the povst that day,* 
that the result of the interview was as follows: One Eye, Oheyenne, 
stated that the principal chiefs and sub-chiefs of the (Jheyenne and 
Arapahoe Nations had held a consultation, and agreed to a man of 
the chiefs and sub-chiefs to come or send some one who was well ac¬ 
quainted with the parties at the post, and tinally agreed to send in 
himself, One Eye, with a paper written by George Bent, half-breed, to 
the effect that they (the Cheyennes and Arapahoes) had and did agree 
to turn over to Maj. E. W. Wynkoop, or any other military authority, 
all the white prisoners they had in their possession, as they were all 
anxious to make ])eace with the wliites and never desired to be at war. 
Maj. E. W. Wynkoop then asked One Eye, he having lived among 
whites and known to have always been friendly disposed toward them, 
whether he thought the Indians were sincere, and whether they would 
deliver the white luisoners into his (Major Wynkoop’s) hands. His 
reply was, that at the risk of his life he would guarantee their sincerity. 
Major Wynkoop then told him that he would detain him as a prisoner 
for the time, and if he concluded to proceed to tlie Indian camp he 
would take him along and hold him as a hostage for their (the Indians) 
good faith. One Eye also stated that the Oheyenne and Arai)ahoe 
Nations Avere congregated to the number of 2,()()() on the headwaters 
of the Smoky Hill, including some forty lodges of Sioux; that they had 
rendezvoused there and brought in their war parties for the purpose of 
hearing what would be the result of their message by whi(*h they had 
sued for peace, and would remain until they heard something detinite. 
Major Wynkoop t(dd One Eye that he would pro(*eed to the Indian 
camp ami take him with him. One Eye replied that he w^as perfectly 
willing to be detained a prisoner as well as to remain a hostage for the 
good faith of the Indians, but desired the major to start as soon as 
]K)ssibl(* for fear the Indians might se]>arate. 

On the 0th day of September I was ordered to proceed with Major 
Wynkoop and his command in the direction of the Indian encampment. 
After a four days’ march we (:ame in sight of the Indians, and one of the 
thre(^ I mlians before mentioned was sent to acquaint the chiefs witli what 
was the object of the expedition, with the statement that Major Wyn- 
k() 0 ]> desircHl to hold a consultation with the chiefs. On the 10th day 
of S(q)teiu1)ei*, 18<>4, the (*onsultation was held between Major Wynkoop 
and his oilicers, and tlic principal (*hiefs of the Oheyenne and Arapa¬ 
hoe Nations. Major Wynkoo}) stated through me to the chiefs that he 
had rmived their message; that acting on that he had come to talk 
with them;.asked them wliether they all agreed to and indorsed the 
contents of the hdter, which he had in his x>ossession, and which had 
been brought in by One Eye. Beceiving an answer in the affirmative, 
he then told the (diicfs that he had not the authority to conclude terms 
of ))eace with them, but that he desired to make a ])roposition to them 
to the effect tliat if they would give him evidence of their good faith 
by d<ilivering into his'nands the white prisoners they had in their 
]>ossession he would endeavor to procure for them pea<*e, which would 
be subje(d to conditions; that he would take with him what principal 
chiefs they might select, and conduct them in safety to the Governor ol 
Colorado, and whatever might he the result of their interview with 
him, return them in safety to their tribe. Black Kettle, the head chief 
of tlie Oheyenne Nation, replied as follows: 
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That the Cheyenne and Arapahoe Katious had always endeavored to 
observe the terms of their treaty with the United States Government; 
that some years previously, when the white emigration first commenced 
(‘omingto what is now the Territory of Colorado, the country which 
ill possession of the Cheyenne and Arapahoe NTations, they could have 
successfully made Avar against them (the Avhites). They did not desire 
to do so—had invariably treated them with kindness, and had never, 
to their knowledge, committed any destruction wiiatever; that until 
the last feAA^ months they had gotten along in perfect peace and hai*- 
mony with their white brethren, but while a hunting ])arty of tlieir 
young men AA^ere proceeding north in the neighborhood of the South 
Platte Eiver, hiiAung found some loose stock belonging to Avhite men, 
which they AA^ere taking to a ranch to deliA^ei them up, they AA^ere sud¬ 
denly confronted by a party of U. S. soldiers, and ordered to deliA^er 
up theii* arms. A dilficulty immediately ensued, Avhich resulted in the 
killing and Avounding several on both sides. A short time aiter this 
occurrence took place a village of paxjooses, s(xuaAVS, and old men, 
located on AA^hat is knoAvii as the Oedai Canon, a short distaiu^e north of 
the South Platte Eiver, who AA^ere perfectly unaware of any difiicuilty 
having occurred betAveen any xiortion of their tribe (Cheyenne) and the 
whites, AA^ere attacked by a large party of soldiers, and some of them 
killed, and their ponies driA^en ofi*. After this, Avhile a body of U. S. 
troops were xnoceediiig fi'om the Smoky Hill to the Arkansas Eiver, 
they reached the neigliborhood of Scan Bear’s band of the C'heyenne 
Nation; S<\an Bear, second chief of the Cheyenne, ai)proached tlie col¬ 
umn of troops alone, hisAvarriors remaining ofi' some distance, he not 
dreaming that there Avas any hostility betAveen his nation and the 
Avhites. He aaw immediately shot doAvn. Fire opened u])on his band, 
tlie result of Avhich Avas a fight between the tAv^o x)arties. Presuming 
li‘om all these circumstances that Avar was inevitable, the young men 
of the Cheyenne Nation (*ommenced to retaliate by coinmiting various 
de])redations, all the time of Avhich he (Black Kettle) and other princi¬ 
pal chiefs of the Cheyenne Nation was opx>osed to and endeavored 
by all means in their poAver to restore pacific relations betAveen that 
tribe and their white brethren, but at A^arious times, Avhen endeavoring 
to ai)X)roach the military post for the purpovse of accjoinplishing the 
same, \\m*e fired upon and driA^en ofi’. In the meantime, Avhile th<‘ir 
brethren and allies, the Arai)ahoes, Avert^ on i)erfe(*tly friendly terms 
with the Avhites, and Left HamUs band of that nation Avere (*am])ed in 
close \icinity to Fort Lamed, Left Hand, one of the x)riiicii)al ehiefs 
of the Arapahoe Nation, learning that it was the intention of the Kio- 
Avas on a certain day to driA^e ofi* the stock from Fort Lamed, i)roeeed<‘d 
to the commandingofii(‘er of tliatjmst and informed him of the faet. 

No attention AA^as paid to the information he gave, and on the day 
indicated the Kiowas ran ofi* the stock. Left Hand again a])])roa(*hed 
the post with a portion of his Avarriors for the ])ur])ose of ott'ering his 
services to the commanding ofii<*er there, to pursue and cndeaA^or to 
regain the sto(*k from the KioAva Indians, Avlien he Avas fired upon ami 
obliged hastily to leave. The young men of the Arapahoe Nation sup¬ 
posing it Avas the intentiou of the Avhites to make Avar upon them, as 
well as the C^heyennes, also commenced retaliating as Avell as they Av'ere 
able and against tlie desire of jnost of their i>rincii)a] chiefs, who, as 
well as Black Kettle and other chiefs of the Cheyenne, were bitterly 
opposed to hostility with the whites. He then said that he had lately 
heard of a proclamation issued by the Governor of C^dorado, inviting 
allfj’iendly-disposedindiansto eoine into the difi'erent military posts and 
that they would be prote(‘ted by the Government. Undeu these eircune 
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stanccvs, although he thought the whites had been the aggressors and 
forced the trouble upon the Indians, and anxious for the welfare of his 
people, be had made this last effort to communicate again with the 
military authority, and he was glad he succeeded. He then arose, 
shook hands with Major W^nikoop and his officers, stating that he was 
still as he always had been, a friend to the whites, and as far as he was 
concerned he was willing to deliver up the white prisoners or anything 
that was required of him to procure peace, knowing it to be for the good 
oi* his people, but that there were other chiefs who still thought that 
they were badly treated by the white brethren ’’ who were willing to 
make i^eace, but who felt unwilling to deliver up the prisoners simply 
on the x)romise of Major Wynkoop that he would endeavor to procure 
them peace. They desired that the delivering up the white prisoners 
should be an assurance of peace. He also went on to state that even if 
]M ajor Wynkoop’s proposition was not accepted there by the chiefs assem¬ 
bled, and although they had sufficient force to entirely overpower Major 
Wynkoop’s small command, that from the fact that he had (*ome in good 
faith to hold this ('onsultatiuu, that he should return unmolested to Fort 
Lyon. The expressions of other chiefs were to the elfect that they 
insisted upon peace as the condition of their delivering up the white 
l)risoners. 

Major Wynkoop finally replied tliat he repeated what he had said be¬ 
fore, that it was not in his power to insure them i)eace, and that all he 
had to say in closing was, that they might think about his proposition; 
that he would march to a certain lo(*ality, distant twelve miles, and 
1 h(‘rc await the result of their consultation for two days; advising them 
at the same time to accede to liis proposition as the best means of pro¬ 
curing that i)eace for which they were anxious. The white prisoners 
w<u*e brought in and turned over to Major Wynkoop before the time 
had expired set by him, and Black Kettle, White Antelope, and Bull 
l>ear, of the Cheyenne Kation, as well as Nevah Kattanee, Borcee, and 
Heap Buffalo, of tlu^ ArapqhoeKation—all these chiefs delivered them¬ 
selves ov(‘r to IMajor Wynkoop. We then proceeded to Fort Lyon, and 
fi’om there to Denver, (3olo. Ter., at which place Governor Evans held 
a (‘onsultation with these chiefs, the result of which was as follows: He 
told them he had nothing to do with them; that they would return with 
Major AVynkoop, wlio would reconduct them in safety, and they would 
have to await the actions of military authorities. Colonel Chivington, 
then in command of the district, also told them that they would re¬ 
main at the disi)osal of Major Wynkoo]) until higher authority had 
acted in their <‘ase. The Indians appeared to be perfectly satisfied, 
])resuming tluir Ihey would eventually be all right as soon as these 
authorities could be heard from, and expressed themselves so. Black 
Kettle embraced the Governor and Major Wynkoo]), and shook hands 
with all the other officials present, perfectly contented, deeming that 
the matter was settled. On our return [to] Fort Lyon I was told by 
Major Wynkoop to say to the chiefs that they could bring their differ¬ 
ent bands, including their families, to the vicinity of the post until he 
Jiad heard irom the Big Chief; that he preferred to have them under 
his eye and away from other quarters, where they were likely to get 
into difficulties v'ith the whites. The chiefs replied that they were 
willing to do anything Major Wynkoop might choose to dictate, as they 
had perfect confidence in him. Accordingly the chiefs went after their 
families and villages, and brought them in; they appeared satisfied 
that they were in periect security and safety after their villages were 
located, and Major Wynkoop had sent an officer to headquarters for 
instructions. He (Major Wjmkoop) was relieved from command of the 
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post by Maj. Scott J. Antliony, and I was ordered to interpret for him 
(Majoi Anthony) in a consultation he desired to hold with these In¬ 
dians. 

The consultation that then took place between Maior Antiiony and 
tlies(* Jiidiaiis was as follows: 

Major Anthony told him that he had been sent here to rflieve Major 
W,>nkoop, and tlnit he would from that time be in command of this 
post; that he had come here under orders from the commander of all 
Uie troo})s in this country, and that he had orders to have nothing 
to do with Indians whatever, for they heard at headciuarters that the 
Indians had lately been committing depredations, &c., in tlie very 
mnghborhood of this post, but that sin.ce his arrival he had learned that 
these reports were all false; that he would wifte to headtpiarters him- 
‘-elf and correct the rumors in regard to them, and that he would have 
no objection to their lemaining in the vicinity of Sand (hwk, wdiere 
1 hey ^Yere then located, until such a time as word might be received 
from the commander of the department; that he himself w'ould forward 
a complete statement of all that he had seen or heard in regai’d to 
them, and that he was in hopes that he would have some good news for 
the Indians upon receiving an answer, but that he was sorry that his 
orders were such as to render it impossible for him to make them any 
issues wliatevei*. The Indians then -replied that it would be impossi¬ 
ble for them to remain any great length of time, as they were short of 
])rovisions. Major Anthony then told them that they could let their 
villages remain where they were, and could send their young men out 
to hunt buffaloes, as he understood that the buffaloes had lately <*ome 
close in. The ludiaiis apiieared to be a little dissatisfied with the 
change in the commanders of the post, fearing that it boded them no 
good, but ha\ing received assurances of safety from Major Anthony, 
they still had no fears of their families being disturbed, * On the 2(jth 
of November I received jievmission from Maj. Scott J. Anthony, com¬ 
manding post, to proceed to the Indian village on Sand Greek for the 
XRU'pose of trading with the Indians, and started, accompanied by a 
soldier named David H. Louderba(*k, and a citizen, li.Watson Clarke.' I 
reached the village and commenced to trade with them. On the morn¬ 
ing of the 20th of November the village was attacked by Col. J. M. 
Chivington, with a command of from 000 to 1,000 men. The Indian 
village numbered about 100 lodges, counting all together 500 souls, 
two-thirds of which were women and children. From my observation 
I do not think there were over sixty Indians that made any defense. 
I rode over the field after the slaughter was ovw, and (*oimted from 
sixty to seventy dead bodies, a large majority of which were women 
and children, all of whose bodies had been mutilated in the most hor¬ 
rible manner. When the tioops first approached, 1 endeavored to join 
them, but was repeatedly fired upon, also the soldier and the (‘itiz<m 
with me. When the troops began ai)proaching I saw^ Jilack Kettle, the 
head chief, hoist the American flag over his lodge, as well as a wiiito 
flag, fearing there might be some mistake as to who they were. After 
the fight Colonel Chivington returned with his oommaiul in the direci- 
tion of Port Lyon, aud then proceeded down the Arkansas River. 

JOHN S. SMITH, 

U, /S\ I'iiterpreter. 

Sworn and subscribed to at Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., this 27th day of 
January, 1865. 

W. P. MINTON, 

ISecond Lieut,^ First New Mexico YoJvnteers^ Post Adjutants 
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Fobt 1aon, Colo. Ter.^ January 27, 

Personally appeared belore me Samuel G. Colley, wlio, being duly 
i^worn, on oath deposes and says: 

Tliat he is now and has been for the i)ast three years U. S. agent for 
1 he Arapahoes and Clie> enne Indians. That in the month of June last 
he received instrnetions from Hon. John Evans, Governor and ex officio 
superijitendent Indian affairs for Coloiado Territory, directing liim to 
send out persons into the Indian country to distribute printed pro(*- 
laniaHons (which he was furnislied with) inviting all friendly Indians 
to come into the different iffaces designated in said i>roclamation, and 
tliey would be protected and fed. That he caused the terms of said proe-* 
hnmitiou to be widely disseminated among the different tribes of 
Indians under his charge, and that in aeeordanoc therewith a large 
number of Ai'apahoes and Clie;^ ennes came into this post, and pimisions 
were issued to them by Maj. E. W, Wynkoo}) commanding and jiiyself. 
That on the 4th day* of September last two Cheyenne Indians (One 
Eye and Mainmiekj caim* into this post with information that the 
Arapahoes and Cheyennes had several white prisoners among them 
that they had imrchased and were desirous of giving theninj) and mak¬ 
ing peace with tlie whites. That on the (>th day of September following 
Maj. E. W. ^Vynkooi) left this post with a detachment of troops to 
rescue said prisoners, and that [after] an absence of several days he 
returned, bringing with him tour white prisoners, which he receiv(*d 
from the Arapahoe and Cheyenne Indians. He was accom]>anied on 
his return by a number of the most influential men of both tribes who 
were unanimously opposed to war with the Avhites, and desired peace at 
almost any terms that the whites might di(*tate. That immediately 
upon the arriv^al of Major Wynkoo]) at this post large numbers of 
Arapahoes and Cheyennes came in and camped near the post. Major 
Wynkoop selected several of the most i)roininent chiefs ol‘ both nations, 
and proceeded lo Denver to council v ith Buperintendent Evans. After 
his return he held freciuent (*ouncils with tlu^ Indians, and at all of 
them distinctly stated that he was not empowered to treat with them, 
but that he had dis])at(*hed a messenger to the headquarters of tlie 
department, stating th<*ir wishes in the matter, and that as soon as he 
received advices from there he would inform them of the decision of 
(General Curtis respecting them. That until tliat tiim^, if they plac(‘d 
themselves under his protection, they should not be molested. That the 
Indians remained quietly near the post until the arrival of Major 
Anthony, who relieved Major Wynkoop. 

Major Anthony held a eonueil with the Indians and informed them 
that he was instrueted not to allow any Indians in or near the i>ost, 
but that he had found matters here much lietter than he had expected, 
and advised them to go out and cam]) on Band Creek until he could 
hear from General Curtis. He wished them to keep him fully advised 
of all the movements of the Bionx, whi<'h they promptly did. He also 
])romised them that as soon as he heard from General Curtis he would 
advise them of his deeisiou. From the time that Major Wynkoo]) left 
this post to go Dili to res(*ne the white ])visonevs until the arrival of 
(h)lonel Ohivington here, which took jilace on the 28th of November 
last, no depr(‘dations of any kind had been eoiumitt(Hl by the Indians 
within 200 miles of this ])Ost. That upon Colonel Ohivingtoif s arrival 
here with a large body of troops, he was informed where these Indians 
wer<‘ encam]>ed, and was fully advised under what cii^mmstances they 
had come into this post, and why they were then on Baud Creek; that 
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he was remonstrated with both by officers and civilians at this post; 
against making war upon those Indians; that he was informed and 
fully advised that thei'e was a large number of friendly Indians there, 
together with several white men who were-there at the request of him¬ 
self (Colley), and by permission of Major Anthony; that notwithstanding 
his knowledge of the facts as above set forth, he is informed that Col¬ 
onel Chivington did, on the morning of the 29th of KoA^ember last, sur- 
l^rise and attack said camp ot* friendly Indians and massacre a large 
number of them (mostly women and children), and did allow the troops 
under his command to mangle and mutilate them in the most horrible 
manner. 

S. G. COLLEY, 

[T. N. Indian Ageni, 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 2Sth day of January, 1805, 
at Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter. 

W. 1*. MINTON, 

Second Lieut.^ Flmt Infantry Xew Mexico Voh.^ lost Adjutant. 


[IiipJosm** Xo n.J 

Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., January lb\ 1865. 

Personally appeared before me Lieut. JamcwS D. Cannon, First New 
Mexico Yolunteer Infantry, who, after being duly sworn, says : 

That on the 28th day " of November, 18G4, I was ordered by Maj. 
Scott J. Anthony to accompany him on an Indian expedition as his 
battalion adjutant. The object of that expedition was to be a thor¬ 
ough campaign against hostile Indians, as I was led to uudervstand. I 
referred to the fact of there being a friendly (‘amp of Indians in the 
immediate neighborhood, and remonstrated against simply attacking 
that camp, as 1 was aware that they were resting there in fan(‘iefl 
security under promises held out to them of safety foom Map E. W. 
Wynkoop, former commander of the post at Fort Lyon, as well as by 
Maj. {8. J. Anthony, then in command. Our battalion was atta(ihed to 
the command of Col. J. M. Chivington, and lelt Foit Lyon on the night 
of the 28th of November, 1804. About daybreak on the inoniing of 
the 29th of November we came in sight of the (*amp oi* tlie friendly 
Indians aforementioned, and was ordered by Colonel Chiviiigioii to 
attack the same, which was accordingly done. The command ol* Col¬ 
onel Chivington was comiiosed of about 1,000 nuiii. The villag<‘ of the 
Indians consisted of from 100 to 130 lodges, and, as iar as I am able to 
judge, of from 500 to GOO souls, the majority of whi(‘h W(‘i*e woimmand 
children. In going over the battle-gimind next day I did not see a 
body of man, woman, or child but was scalped, and in many instances 
tlieir bodies were mutilated in the most horrible nuumer —men, 
women, and childrens privates cut out, &e. I li(‘ard one man say that 
he had cut a woman’s private parts out, and had Ihem for exhibition on 
a stick. I heard another man say that he had cut the tingers olf of 
an Indian to get the rings on the hand. According to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, these atrocities that were committed wer(‘ with 
the knowledge of J. M. Chivington, and 1 do not know of him taking 
any measures to prevent them. J heard of one instance of a (*hild a 
few months’ old being thrown in the feed-box of a wagon, and after 
being carried some distance left on the ground to perish. I also hearcl 
of numberless instances in which men had cut out the private parts of 
females and stretched them over the saddle bows, and wore then) over 
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their hats while riding in the ranks. All these matters were a subject 
of general conversation, and could not help being known by OoL J. M, 
Ohivington. 

JAMES D. CANl^rOI^, 

First Lienfoicoit^ First Infantry^ Netv Mexico Yolnnteers. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 27tli day of January, 1865, 
at Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter. 


W. P. MINTOK, 

Second Lieiit.^ First Few Mexico YoJiinteers^ Post Adjutant. 


[Inclosnro No 6.] 

Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., Jamiary 27^ 1805. 

Personally appeared before me Second Lieut. W. P. IMinton, First . 
Regiment Kew Mexico Infantry Volunteers, and Lieut. C. M. Cossitt, 
First Cavahy of Colorado, who, after being duly sworn, say: 

That on the 28th day of November, 1804, Col. J. M. Chivington, with 
the Third Regiment of Colorado Cavalry (100-days’ men) and a bat¬ 
talion of the First Cavalry of (Colorado, arrived at this post, and on 
the 29th of [November attacked a village of friendly Indians in this 
vicinity, and according to rei)resentations made by others in our pres¬ 
ence, murdered their women and children and committed the most 
horrible outrages upon the dead bodies of the same,* that the aforesaid 
Indians were recognized as friendly by all ]parties at this post, under 
the following circumstances, viz: That Maj. E. W. Wynkoop, formerly 
commander of the post, had given them assurances of safety until such 
time as he could hear from the commanding general of the department, 
in (‘onseqneuceof theii* having sued for peace and given every evidence 
of their sincerity by delivering up the white i)risoners they had in their 
poss(^ssiou; by congregating their families together and lea\dngthem 
at the mercy of the garrison of Fort Lyon, who could have massacred 
them at any moment they felt so disposedj that upon Major Wynkoop 
being relieved from the command ol* Fort Lyon, and Maj. IScott J. 
Anthony assuming command of the same, it was still the understand¬ 
ing between Major Anthony and the Indians that they could rest in 
the security guaranteed thein by Major Wynkoop. Also that Col. J. 
M. Chivington on his arrival at the post of Fort Lyon was aware of the 
circumstances in regard to these Indians, from the fact that difierent 
ollicers remonstrated with him, and stated to him how these Indians 
were looked upon by the entire garrison; that notwithstanding these 
remonstrances, and in the fa(‘eof all these facts he committed the mas¬ 
sacre aforementioned. 

W. P. MINTON^, 

Second Lieut.. First Infantry., Few Mexico Volunteers. 

C. M. COBSITT, 

First lAeutenant^ First Cavalry of Colorado. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 27th day of January, 1865. 

W. W. DENISON, 

Second Lieutenant^ First Colo. Vet. Cav.j Acty, Regtl. Adjt. 


tliu'losure No. T.J 


Fort Lvon, Colo. Ter., January 16,1865, 
Personally appeared befor<' me Capt. 11. .\. Hill, First NeM" Mexico 
Volunteer Infantry, who, after being (Inly sworn, says: 

That as an officer in the service of the United States he was on duty 
at Fort Lyon, Oolo. Ter., at tin* time there was an understanding 
between the chiefs of the Arapahoe and Cheyenne Hations and Maj. E. 
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W. Wynkoop witli regard to their resting in safety with their villages 
in the vicinity of Fort Lyon, nntil such time as orders in regard to 
them could bereceived from the commanding general of the department; 
that after Major Wynkoop being relieved from the command of Fort 
Lyon, Colo. Ter., the same understanding existed between Maj. Scott 
J. Anthony and the aforesaid Indians. That to the best of his knowl¬ 
edge and belief the village of Indians massacred by Col J, M. Chiving- 
ton on the 20th day of November, 1804, were the same friendly Indians 
heretofore referred to. 

K. A. HILL, 

Captain^ Fimi Infantry^ Feiv 3Ie.vico Yohniteers, 

Sworn and subscribed to betbre me this 27th day of January, 1865. 

W. P. MINTON, 

Hecond Lieut.^ First Infantry., Xew Mexico Yols,., Post Adjutant, 

[Inolosure Xo. 8 ] 

Port Lyon, Colo. Ter., JVoomry ^7, 1865 , 

Personally appeared before me Private David H. Louderba(*k, First 
Cavalry of Colorado, and R. W. Clarke, citizen, who, after being duly 
sworn, say: 

That they ai'companied elohn S. Smith, IT. S. Indian interpreter, on the 
26th day of November, 1864, by permission of Maj. Scott J. Anthony, 
commanding post of Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter., to the village of the friendly 
Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indians on Sand Creek, close to Fort Lyon, 
Colo. Ter., he (John S. Smith) having received permisvsion to trade with 
the aforesaid friendly Indians; that on the morning of the 20th day of 
November, 1864, the said Indian village was attacked while deponents 
were in the same by Col. J. M. Chivington with a ('onimand of about 
1,000 men; that aet'ording to their best knowjedge and belief the 
entire Indian village was composed of not more than 500 souls, two- 
thirds of which were women and children; that the dead bodies of 
women and children were afterward mutilated in the most horrible 
manner; that it was the Understanding of tlm deponents, and the gen¬ 
eral understanding of the garrison of Fort Lyon, that this village were 
friendly Indians; that they had l)een allowed to j‘emain in the locality 
they were then in by permission of JMajor Wynkoop, former (*ommauder 
of the post, and by Major Anthony, then in command, as well as from 
thefact that permission had been given John B. Bmith and the deponents 
to visit the said camp for Ihe jmrpose of trading. 

R, W, CLARKE. 

DAVID II. LOUDERUACK. 

Sworn and subs(*ribed to before me this 27th day of January, 1(865. 

W.* P. MINTON, 

f^econd Lieutenant, Xcn? Mexico Yolunfecrs, Post Adjutant, 


NOVEMBER 29-DECEMBER 3, 1864.—Scout from Warrensburg to the 

Greenton Valley, Mo. 

Iteport of (^apt. Marline V, Eenslcc,, Company L., Herenth Missouri t<tate 

Militia Car^alry, 

Hbqrs. Co. L, Seventh Cat. Mo. State Militia, 

December .V, lH6i, 

Sir: Iu obedience to your order I left the town ol' Warrensbuig, 
Mo., on the evening of November 29, 1864, at 6 o’clock, in (*ommand of 
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a detacliment of twenty-five men of the Seventh Cavalry Missouri State 
Militia, and Lieutenant Barkley and twenty ineu of the First Cavalry 
Missouri State Militia. I moved direct to Columbus, then to HalPs 
Mills, and encamped for the night. Next morning left camj) at day¬ 
light,- went direct to Big Grove, near the head of Greenton Valley, 
thoroughly scouting the grove through. Found no signs of guerrillas. 
Ileard of five being in there a day or two before. From there I moved 
down Greenton Valley to Greenton; from there to Wellington and 
encamped for the night. Soon after arriving at W(dlington we got on 
a chase after six bushwhackers, who went up the river; followed them 
three miles, then returned to Wellington, and met Captain Jackson, 
of the First Cavalry Missouri State Militia, and thirty men of his com¬ 
mand from Pleasant Hill, who reported to me for orders. 

The next morning, December 1, bS()4, I divided my command into 
three squadrons. 1 sent Ca])taiii Jackson and thii-ty men, with iu- 
struetions to thoroughly scout the brush and timber up the Suibar, 
and to meet me at night at a school-house three miles west of the Sni- 
bar bridge on the road leading Ifom Wellington to Lone Jack. I also 
sent Lieutenant Barkley and twenty men immediately u]) Missouri 
Eiver, with orders to meet mo at Fire Creek bridge, twelve miles from 
Wellington, on the Independence road. 1 went up the Independence 
I'oad to the bridge with the remainder of my (*ommand; crossed a trail 
of six guerrillas near the bridge. After meeting Lieutenant Barkley I 
divided our forces or command again and thoroughly scouted the Fire 
Creek settlement through. Saw but little sign and could hear of but 
six being in there for some time. We got two contraband hoivses and 
one mule in that settlement on the edge of Jackson County. We 
(*rossed over to the Snibar; went down until we met Captain Jaekson 
and ('ommand at the above designated sehool-house, and encamped for 
the night. Next morning crossed 1o the south side of the Snibar and 
divided the command again into three divisions. Captain Jackson 
moved up Haw Creek south in the direction of Chapel Hill with his 
scpiadron. I sent Lieutenant Barkley and twenty men east to the edge 
of the brush in Greenton Valley, then to go south. Myself and the 
remainder of the command moved down the Snibar until wo came to 
Grc(Miton Valley. There we got on anothef (*hase after four buvsh- 
whackers; followed themuj) the valley and into the Big Grove and left 
them deep in the brush near Mrs. Welsh^s, who is lamous for harbor¬ 
ing such villains. I left her a written notice to leave that settlement 
and county Avithin ten days. I then went on, tlioroughly scouting the 
country through to Chapel Hill, and there met the other scouts. They 
had seen five guerrillas in their travels to this place. I sent Captain 
Jackson and his s<iuadron on south, with instructions to thoroughly 
scout the countiy between Basiii Knob and Pleasant Hill, and return 
to Pleasant Hill; and next day I moved, with the remainder of the 
command, to Oilit’s Knob and encamped for the night. Heard of some 
six or seven bushwhackers being in that section of country nearly every 
day for some time puvst. 

Tliis morning, De(*emb(n’ 3,1804, I moved from OfiiPs Knob to HalFs 
Mills; from TlalFs Mills direct to Warrensbiirg, Mo. Arrived at 
p. m., bringing in with me and turned over to Captain Ferguson, provost- 
marshal at Warrensburg, Mo., three contraband horses and one mule. 

I am, major, your obedieut servant, 

M. 0. HENSLEE, 

Cajyt Company i/, iSemufh Oaii. Mo, State 2IiLj Gomdg, Scout 

Maj. Thomas W. PIouts, 

Commanding Seventh Cavalry Missouri State Militia, 
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DECEMBER 1, 1864,—Skirmisli near Cypress Creek, Perry County, Ark. 

Report of CoL Ahraliam R. Ryan^ Third Arkansas Cavalry. 

Lewii=^burg, December 1861—10 a. m. 

Captain : Capt. Marvin M. dates, Company C, Third Arkansas Cav¬ 
alry, was killed yesterday skirmishing’ with the enemy near Cypress 
Creek, Perry County, nine miles from this place. ('aptain Gates with two 
men was in the advan(*c and came upon five of the enemy, who left the 
road and took the bushes. Gates charged and fell. None of the enemy 
escaped. One of them was identified as the noted guerrilla Woods, 
formerly a resident of this place. Captain Gates was a valuable and 
efficient officer and formerly a member of the First Missouri Cavalry. 

A. H. RYAN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Capt. 0. H. Dyer, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


DECEMBER 1-3, 1864.—Operations in the vicinity of Waynesville, Mo. 
with skirmish (2d) on the Big Piney. 

Report of Maj. John B. Kaiser, Fiftji 3Iissouri /State Ililitm Cavalry. 

Headquarters Post Waynesville, 

Waynesville, 3Io., December 3, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that a scout sent out from this post 
on the 1st instant, and which returned to-day, succeeded in killing 3 
bushwhackers, by name of Lewis Williams, I. S. Williams, and Levi 
Clark, all formerly members of Company 0, iB'orty-eighth Infantry Mis¬ 
souri Volunteers, and who deserted about the time of the raid. They 
were found about thirty miles southeast from this place on Big Piney, 
secreted in a cave. I inclose p’ass found on the person of I. S, Williams, 
which goes to show that they belonged to CampbelPs comi)any oC 
guerrillas, who have been ranging in that country for some time jiast. 
I also sent a scout of six men on the same day in a northeast direction 
who returned yesterday and who succeeded in killing a bad character 
by the name of Charles Withers. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. KAISER, 

3lajor, Commanding. 

Capt. C. G. Laurant, 

Assistant Adjictant-Genergl, Rolla, 3Io. 


DECEMBER 1-5, 1864.—Expedition from Helena, Ark., to Friar’s Point, 

Miss. 

Report of Capt. George A. Willis, Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. Company I, Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry, 

Helena, Arh, December 5, 1864. 

Lieutenant: T have the honor to report that in obedience to in- 
Btn^ctiops received from General Buford, I left Helena ou the iiv 
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stant ^vitli a detail of ten men and pioeeeded to Fort Einney, T\liere I 
was joiued by Lieutenant Phelps with twelve men. We crossed fo 
Friar’s Point about sundown and remained there until 6 a. m. on the 
2d, when ve marched on the Sheriff Eidge road io Shufordsville and 
there captured Private William Allen, Thirty-third Mississippi Eegi- 
meut; examined the post-offi(*e; found no letters. We then went to 
Doctor Killetren’s, county clerk. It was reported that he had been 
absent two or three days. John (daik was not at home; J could not 
learn that he had collected any taxes and (*oiild tind no funds in the 
house. At Mr. Clark’s I ordered Lieutenant Phelps to take ten men 
and cross the bayou to Bobo’s and vith the balance of the command I 
went to Eugene Garth’s. Mrs. Garth said that he had gone to Gre¬ 
nada to report and would retiu'ii that night; told her to have him re¬ 
port at Friar’s Point. (’ould not lind the papers reported concealed. 
1 then went to Hoiison’s; found Doctor KasHiet; he was sick; did not 
take him. Jose])h Hopson died about four v eeks ago. Eeturned to 
Bobo’s. Lieutenant Phel])S rejmited that Bobo and Tom Glenn had 
escaiied. He captured (hiptain Gibson, assistant provost-marshal-gen¬ 
eral, in the canc back of Bobo’s house. We camped for the night at 
Fowler’s. Eeturned to Friar’s Point in the morning. Major Wayne, L 
learned, was on the Tallahatchie Eiver. The following ai*e the names 
of persons whom I ordered to report to Colonel Fitch, at Friar’s Point: 
0. L. George, John S. Camack, P. C. Dickerson, L. P. Dickenson, E. J. 

Eastham,- Schonfoi’d, Dr. J. A. Peace, - Hamilton. We 

took from Frank Irwin’s place a large bay horse which was tied out in 
the timber. I could hud no maps of the county or State. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. A. WILLIS, 

Captabi ComiHftiii /, Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry. 

Lieut. Louis Souther, 

Adjutant 


DECEMBER 1-31, 1864.—Operations in Central Arkansas. 

STJMMAAKY OW TKEl mVTKNXg?. 

Dec. 1, 1861.—Expedition down the Arkaubab Ri\er to Pino Bluh. 

6,1861. —Expedition from Brownsville to Des Aio, with skirmish near Pes 
Arc. 

7-13,1864.—Expedition irom Brownsville to Ai'kaiibas Post. 

16,1864.—Skirmish no.ir Dudley Lake. 

27-28,1864,—Scout from Pine Bluff to Simpsoffs Plautatiou. 

IiR3P>OR.TS, DffiTC. 

No. 1. —Itinerary of the (^avalry Divibioii, Seventh Army C^orjjs, Bug. Gen. Joseph 
R. West, U. S. Army, commanding. 

No. 2.—Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry, commaudmg Third 
Brigade. 

No. 3.—Capt. Gurnsey W. Davis, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry. 

No. 4.—Maj. Gilbert J. Hudson, Third Michigan Cavalry. 

No, r>,— Capt, Jaxiies G. Butler, Third Michigan Cavalry. 
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No. 1. 

Itinerary of the Cavalry Division^ /Seventh Army Corps^ Brig, Gen, 
Joseph B. Vrest^ U. S. Army, commanding,* 

PIU8T BEIG-ADE, COL, ALBERT ERSKINE, THIRTEENTH ILLINOIS 
CAVALRY, COmiANDINO. 

December 1, —Colonel Ert^kiue, with sev<»iity-iive lueii of the brigade, 
embarked as escort on board fleet going down the Arkansas Eivev. 
Went on the boats to Prairie Landing, on White^ Kiver, and disem¬ 
barked; inarched across the country to Pine Bluff, Ark., capturing 8 
rebel soldiers, 1(1 horses, and 10 stand ot arms*. No other expedition 
of importance made by the brigade during the month. 

SECOND BRIOADE, BRIO. HEN. CYRILS BUSSEY COMMANDING. 

The troops of this brigade have been performing escort, ])i(ikot, and 
outpOvSt duty during this month. At diHerent times detachments 
have been sent out on expeditions of sx)e<*ial service of imixntance to 
the army and Government. The escort duty alone has been very con¬ 
siderable. The outposts south of the Arkansas River, iinduding the 
city of Little Eock and the army proper, are picketed exclusively by 
this brigade. 


THIRD BRIGADE, COL. WASHINGTON P. GEIGER, EIGHTH MISSOURI 
CAVALRY, COMMANDING. 

The brigade lias not moved during the past month. 

December D, —A detachment under Major McCartney, Tenth Illinois 
Cavalry, returned to camp from a scout in the country northwest of 
Searcy, between Little Eock, Ark., and White Elver. 

December 28, —A detachment of 500 men, under Major Childress, 
Eighth Missouri Cavahy, which has been doing duty on the xirkansas 
Eiver above Dardanelle, Ark., since the 21st instant, returned to cami). 

FOURTH BRIGADE, COL. JOHN K. 3VIIZNER, THIRD MICHIGAN CAVALRY, 

COmiANDING. 

The Ninth Kansas Cavalry has been doing duty at Dovall’s Bluff, 
picketing and scouting. The Third Michigan Cavalry has occupied 
Brownsville Station, on the railroad, iirotecting the road -and pn]>li<‘ 
property. Scouts from this regiment have marched south and east 
toward Arkansas Post, killing and capturing small parties of the 
enemy. Pom* hundred head of cattle were obtained by our scout. The 
Third Arkansas Cavalry is stationed at Lewisburg, actively engaged 
watching, and sometimes having small affairs with the enemy with 
creditable results. The Third Wisconsin CJavalry is stationed at Liitle 
Eock, and lias jiickcted its approaches on the north side of tho Ai'kansas 
Eiver. 


From mouthly returns. 
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No. 2. 

Report of CoL Washington F. Geiger^ Fighfh Misnonri Cavalry, com¬ 
manding Third Brigade, 

Bkown^ville, JJecemher /, 1864 — 7,40 a, m. 
Sir: a detachment of the ISTiuth Xowa Volunteer Cavalry, fifty men, 
under command of Lieutenant Harmon, whom 1 had went out for beef- 
cattle, had a skirmish on yesterday morning with a detachment ot 
Adams’ command, six miles west of Des An*. We had 2 men 
wounded and 5 horses killed; .> of the,enemy were killed. A detach¬ 
ment of the Eighth [Missouri] Volunteer (^avalry, under command of 
Captain Langston, Las Just returned from Peach Orchard Gap. They 
killed 1 bushwhacker and captured Capt. Jefi*. Allison and 5 horses. I 
would like to cross White River, as soon as l^rajor Childress returns, 
and try and clean out McCiay and Dobbin. 

Respectfully, 

W. F. GEIGER, 
Colonel,^ Commanding, 

Capt. C. H. Dyer, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. A 

Report of Capt. Giirnsey W. Davis^ Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry, 

Pine Bluer, Ark., December 1861, 
Str: I have to report my scout of 100 men in search of beef-cattle 
r(‘tui‘ned at 5 o’clock this evening, bringing in 78 head of cattle, 51 hea<l 
of whi(*li were re(*eiptedfor as follows, to wit: John Simpson ((*olored), 
17 h<*ad, estimated weights,000 pounds, |120; Catherine O’Neil, 4 head, 
estimated weight 000 x^ounds, $30; John O’Neil, 0 head, estimated weight 
1,800 pounds, $72; John Harvey, 4 head, estimated weight 1,000, $10; 
flohn Patterson, 5 head, estimated weight 1,250, $50; Henry l\)m])kins 
(colored), 7 head, evstimated weight 1,400, $50; William Moore, 8 head, 
(estimated Aveight 1,700, $08. I x>revented as far as x>ossible the driv¬ 
ing of milch cows and Avork oxen. We met AAuth no em^my to spc^ak ol‘ 
except a fOAv bushAvhaek^rs, three of whom we encountered on onr way 
down and to Avhom my adA^ance guard gaA'c chase. I ascertai]ied tlieir 
names to be Kit Flyn, James Bloom, and John T. Brent. I learn they, 
with others of the same profession, make a kind of headtjuartersat the 
house of another man living on the river, by the name of Brent, a i‘(d- 
ative of one of the ])arty. Upon such information I arrested Brent, 
also another snspi(*ions looking man found at his house, and sent them 
to Pine Blufi* by the fieet. Brent denied luwiiig seen Flyn and x)urly 
since his (Flyu’s) former ca]>ture, and in less than five minutes after 
my advan<*e giiai'd discovered them in ambush armed and apparently 
aAvaiting an opportunity to fire and then run, as they usually do. They 
tied as before stated. 1 also x)icked ui) om^ Confederate vsoldier and sent 
in with them. I proceeded down the lower river road as far as Henry 
Siini)son’s i)lautation, some tw^enty miles, Avhere I (*amped for the night. 
Started on our return at daylight this morning, driA'ing (iattle as we 
found them. As my mlvance came in sight of McDaniel’s, just below 
J'&ichland, they discovered a woman run out from the house the back way 
iiud waA^ her bonnet, and upon such signal some men were seen running 

62 B B—TOL XLI, PT I 
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ffom an old gin-house in the field. I rode up to the house and questioned 
the lady. She professed to know nothing of any men being concealed 
there or about her premises. I passed on to the head of the column and 
had but just reached it when my rear guard w'ere fired upon hy five 
men they discovered in the same direction of those seen by tbc 
advance and doubtless the same to whom the signal was made. The 
rear guard returned a few shots and the party lied back into the brush. 
Eortimately no one was injured of my men. I could learn of but one 
company (under a Captain Willis) of about forty men having been in 
that region of country lately. 1 think all reports of a large force tic- 
titious. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. W. DAVIS, 

Captain^ Thirteenth Illinois Gavalrif. 

Lieut. S. Monte Cambben, 

Acting Assistant AdjutaniGeneraL 


No. 4. 

Beport of Maj, Gilbert J, Hudson,^ Third Miehigayi Cavalry. 

Camp Thikd Michig-an ('avaley, 
Brownsville, Arh., December 14, IHGi. 

Lieutenant: I have the honor to represent that, in pursuance of 
instructions received from your headquarters, I left camp on the morn¬ 
ing of the 7th instant with Companies A, L, M, H, and K, and proceeded 
to a point four miles northeast of Jones’ Island, where I remained dur¬ 
ing the night. From thence on the following day I proceeded by way 
of the upper Arkansas Post road to George’s farm, twelve miles from 
Arkansas Post. Here I found that a sort of bayou or slough, extend¬ 
ing east and from Bayou Metoe, was impassablt^ andoii the 9th instant 
I proceeded to a point on the lower Arkansas Post road, fiiteon miles 
distant from my destination, and encamped. On the following duy, 
10th instant, I proceeded to Arkansas Post with my command and 
remained in that vicinity diuing the 11th instant, sending parties along 
the river above and below, and scouting the country thoroughly in all 
directions. I ascertained that a Confederate force,'800 sti’ong,*niosny 
recruits fr'om Missouri, under command of a Major Majors, had crossed 
White Eiver at Crockett’s Bluft*, during the week previous, and had 
succeeded in reaching the opposite side of tlie Arkansas Pi via* wiHiout 
opposition near the mouth of Bayou Metoe on the 0th instant. I h^arned 
nothing of fimther interest in relation to the enemy, except that it was 
rumored that there were 700 or 800 recruits and conscripts for Price’s 
army, of whom the 300 above referred to were said to he a j)art, in tin* 
northern portion of the State, awaiting a iavorable opportunity to r(*a(di 
the south side of the Arkansas Eiver. I (*aptured J prisoners as fol 
lows: Private James A. Henderson, Third Missouri Infantry (Hood’s 
army),- Private William Gregory (recruit from Missouri to'report to 
Shelby); Private A. P. Crowder, First Arkansas Cavalry (Price’s army) ; 
Private G. W. Thompson, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Price’s army); 
Dr. J. C. Miller. The latter claims not to belong to the service, but 
was taken under suspicious circumstances. The former claims to be 
a deserter from Hood’s ainiy. I also collected 400 head ot* <*attl<s and 
reached camp on the night of the 13th instant without loss or accident. 
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I exxierienced the greatest difficulty in procuring forage for my stock, 
and was forced at times to depend upon the dry grass of the prairie 
for sustenance for them. 

G, J. HUDSOK, 

Major Third Michigan Cavalry^ Commanding Detachment 

First Lieut. Jackson Elmer, 

Adjutajit Third Michigan Cavalry. 


No. 5. 

Deport of Capt. James G. Butler^ Third Michigan Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. Company F, Third Michigan Cavalry, 

Brownsville, Ark., Becemher 19^ 1864. 

Sir : Pursuant to instructions from regimental headq uarters I started 
south on the evening of the 15th instant with a detachment of seventy- 
five men from Companies F, E, and G, crossed Bayou Metoe at Eagle’s 
Ford without difficulty, and camped at Smith’s Mill, sixteen miles dis¬ 
tant*. In tliis neighborhood are from 3,000 to 5,000 bushels corn, princi¬ 
pally in the field. On the 16th detached my command on three differ¬ 
ent roads leading south, concentrating before reaching Flyn’s farm, 
near Dudley Lake, where I encountered a party of the enemy. Mortally 
wounded 1 and captured 3, together with the horses, arms, and equip¬ 
ments of the entire party. Camped on the premises, and on the 17th 
sent a patrol of ten men toward Dudley Lake, leaving Lieuten^int Cal¬ 
lender and twenty men with the prisoners and led horses to await its 
return and then move back to (Smith’s Mill. With F and E, forty-five 
men, I ])roceeded to Sommers’ farm, five miles west, where I came upon 
another party; took 1 prisoner, with a rebel mail going south; also 4 
horses, arms, and cqiiixnnents, including those of a relxd lieutenant, 
who escaped to the swanq). Eeturned by a (urcuitous route an(l 
camped with the balance of my command at Smith’s Mill. On the 18th 
sent ten men five miles west on Little Eock road, who joined me before 
T*eaching the bayou, over which I had to swim the horses and raft my 
wagon, it having risen some four feet in consequence^ of heavy rains. 
Keturned to camp without a casualty. Distance traveled, eighty miles. 
I destroyed large quantities of forage at x)oints known as the haimts oi‘ 
guerrillas, about forty miles distant and ina(*(*essil>le to wagons ff*om 
our line. The country is a low flat bottom land, heavily timbered, and 
i‘requently covered with water for miles in extent, with an occasiona 
farm affording an abundance of forage. 

Prisoners. 

Howell B. Watlon, private. Company G, First Arkansas Cavalry, 
dangerously wounded through the body; paroled ami h^fl. 

C. S. Ray and Ira Wanders, privatCvS, Company G, First ^Vrkansas 
Cavalry; delivered to provost-marshal. 

F. H. Flyn, private, Comx)any F, Carlton’s regiment; delivered to 
provost-marshal. 

William 0. Edwards, assigned to Messenger’s battalion; delivered 
to provost-marshal. 

I am, lieutenant, very resx)ectfally, your obedient servant, 

JAMES G. BUTLEE, 

Capfaithj Third Michigan Cavalry^ Commanding Scout, 

Lieut. Jackson Elmer, 

Adjutant Third Michiaan Cavalry. 
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DECEMBEE 1-31, 1864.—Operations against Indians in Nebraska, with 
skirmisk (8th.) near Plnm Creek. 

Itinerary of the Eastern Suh-Eistriet of Eehraska, OoL Robert R. Living¬ 
ston^ First Nebraska Cavalry^ eommanding.* 

All was quiet on the road until the evening of the 8th, when a small 
party of Cheyennes attacked a train with eighteen men six miles east 
of post (Plum Creek, NTehr.), but were repulsed with a loss of 3 In¬ 
dians; 1 man wounded, and has since died; the Indians withdrew to 
the bluffs. Captain CuiTan, with twenty-five men, was sent to the 
scene of action, and brought the train and wounded men to the post. 

December 9. —Captain Ivory, with twenty men, was sent to scout in 
the \dcinity of Lone Tree; found trail of Indians leading south. 

December 11, —Six selected men, well armed and mounted, accom¬ 
panied by a guide, were sent in search of Indian encampments. They 
traveled south about 100 miles; unable to find Indians; returned to 
post on the 14th instant. 

December 13. —Captain Majors, with thirty mounted men of this com 
mand and fifty from Port Kearny, moved southward across the Eepub- 
lican Eiver to Beaver Creek; followed up that stream to point where 
Curtis^ trail crosses; finding no Indians, returned to this station; absent 
five days; marched 165 nnles. Daily escorts furnished overland mail 
coaches. 


DECEMBEE 3, 1864.—Skirmish in Perry County, Ark. 

Report of Col. Abraham H, Ryan^ Third Arkansas Cavalry. 

LEWiSBUua, December i, 1861 — 5,80 p, ni. 

Captain : Lieut. Eobert W. Wishard has returned from scout through 
Perry County; killed 1 lieutenant and 4 men of the enemy. Lost 1 man 
killed (Private McGhee, Company C, Third Arkansas Cavalry) and 
1 wounded badly, of Company G, Third Arkansas Cavalry. The lieu¬ 
tenant killed belonged to Conly^s company. Have his commission 
bearing signature of H. Planagin as Governor and O. H. Oates, Sec¬ 
retary of State. Lieutenant reports many rebel families as moving 
south. He pursued Franz and Conly’s companies twenty five miles. 
Last heard of them they were going south fast as possible. 

Eespectfully, 

A. H. EYAN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Capt. C. H. Dyer, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


DECEMBEE 3, 1864.—Skirmish near New Madrid, Mo. 

Report of GoL John B. Rogers^ Second Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 

Cape Girardeau, Mo., December 0^ 1861. 
General: On last Saturday a small band of guerrillas passed up 
between New Madrid and Charleston. Captain Edwards pursued them 

JTrom monthly return. 
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and killed and captured 2 more, with their arms and horses. There 
were about hfteen of them; the balance escaped into the swamps badly 
scattered. 


Major-G-eneral Pleasonton, 

Commanding, 


J. B. EOGERS, 
Colonel^ Commanding, 


BEGEMBEE. 4,1864.—Skirmish on the New Texas road, near Morganza, La.^ 

Beport of Brig, Gen, Daniel IJllmann, U, W. Anng, commanding U, B. 

Forces at Morganza. 

Headquarters U. 8. Porces, 
Morganza^ La,^ December 5, 1864, 

Colonel: 1 have the honor to rei>ort that on the 4th instant, at 
about 1 p. 111 ., my pickets near the new Texas road were tired upon by 
a small party of the enemy wearing the uniform of the United States- 
Joseph Crumb, private, Company G, First Louisiana Cavalry, was 
dangerously wounded. The enemy is seen every day at some i>oint 
near my lines. I am sirftering great inconvenience because of not 
having effective cavahy. The few horses my cavalry detachments have 
are broken down. A prisoner escajied from Tyler, Tex., came in last 
evening. He ijiforins me that he judges that there are about 500 
mounted men at Morgan’s Ferry, where he crossed the Atchafalaya, 
and that lie met squads of fifteen or more on his road in. Six rebel 
deserters who came in on Friday state that there is a detachment of 
some 200 at or near the Jumdion of lied Eiver and the Atchafalaya. A 
s(*oat informs me that he learned that 1,000 ('rossed the Atchafalaya at 
Simsport last week. It is probable that some of these parties consisted 
of the same men. 

I have tlie honor lo be, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL ULLMANN, 
Brigadier-General of VoliinteerH^ Commanding, 
Lieut, ('ol. CrEORaK J>. Drake, 

Assintant Adjutant-General^ Dept, of the Gulf New Orleans. 


DECEMBER 4, 1864.—Skirmish with Indians on Cow Creek, near Fort 

Zarah, Kans. 

Report of Capt. Theodore Conheij^ Third Wisconsin (Utvalry. 

Fort Zarah, December 6', 1864, 

Lieutenant : L have the honor to report that on the evening of the 
4th instant, .just after dark, four men of the Seventh Iowa Cavalry, 
forming an escort to a six-mule team and wagon loaded with ammu¬ 
nition for this post, were attacked by Indians while in camp on Cow 
Creek, fifteen miles east of this post, and the driver killed and one of 
the escort wounded in the arm. They had camped within thirty feet of 
the bank of the creek which at that jfiace is twenty or thirty feet high, 
and while eating their suiiper the Indians crept up along the bed of the 
(Teek, withiii fifty fi^et of them, and fired under cover of the bank. 
From one of the party who was picked up by the stage which came 
along about four hours later, 1 gather this, that-upon being fired into 
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tlie men aist)ersed, first firing several shots in return; that the teamster 
fled across the creek, the Indians in pursuit, where his body was found 
pierced v ith arrows and 100 yards or more from the wagon. Three of 
the escort made their escape and returned to Eort Ellsworth on foot, 
reaching that post at 3 o’clock in the morning. Tlie fourth man com¬ 
posing the escort hid himself near by and remained concealed until the 
stage and escort came along, when he was picked up and brought to 
this post at 1 o’clock in the morning. I immediately dispatched a force 
of twenty-five mounted men to the place designated and there await 
the coming of daylight. As soon as it became sufficiently light, the 
country was iiatrolled for se^'eral miles around in search of the three 
missing men belonging to the eseort, who were supposed at that time to 
leave been killed. An overcoat was found half a mile from the camp, 
which was the only trace of them to be dis(‘overed. At daylight I sent 
out another party of ten men and a team to bring in whatever might 
be found by the party first sent out, which returned in the afternoon 
with the wagon and about halt* of the ammunition in good condition, 
and considerable in a damaged vState. One horse came in with the 
stage belonging to the escort slightly wounded with arrows, and one 
was found dead upon the ground near the camp. The other two were 
probably captured by the Indians, and also the mules. The harness 
was cut up and portions abslra(*ted. Last night Lieutenant Hutchings 
with sixteen men arrived at this post with the intelligenee that the 
three uiissing men from the eseort had arrivt^d safely at Fort Ellsworth. 

I would respectfully beg leave to suggest that llie escort furnisheil 
at Fort Ellsworth, for the safe transportation of valuable ordnance 
stores, over a route known to 1)6 swarming with hostile Indians, was 
entirely inadequate. The loss of the stoj*es may lead io serious results 
and disasters, Avhile a neglect of ])ro])ei* care to preAvnt their falling into 
the hands of an unrelenting savage foe becomes a crime. 

Very respectl*ully, your obedient serv^ant, 

THEO. OONKEY, 

(ktptain, Third lF/,vcow,s‘/a CamJry, Commanding Post. 

Lieut. J. E. Tapp AN, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-(reneral. 

fFiisf nidoigomeiit J 

Headquarters District op Upper Arkansas, 

Fort Pileg^ Kans., December 10^ 

Eespectfully forwarded to Maj. 0. S. Oliarlot, assistant adjutant- 
general, Department of Kansas,' t()r the information ot* tin* general 
commanding, and particular attention is called to the i*e])ort of Oa])tain 
Conkey, which says: 

The loss of anfunxiiiitiOti may tend to serious results and disasters, while 'a ne;*lect 
of proper care to pie vent their falling inlo the hands of an unrelenting savage foe 
becomes a crime. 

B. S. HENNlNd, 

Major Third Wheonain Cav. Yoh., Vommimding Dintrict, 

[Second iiidojsement J 

Headquarters Department op Kansas, 

Fort Leavenworth^ December 15^ 1804. 

Eespectt'ully foi^warded to headquarters, Wavshiugtoii, D. 0., for in¬ 
formation. 

The apparent inadequacy of tlie escort furnished by the (‘ommander 
at Fort Ellsworth Avill be properly iuA^estigated, but may be mainly 
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attributed to a waut of trooi3s, whicli I am trying to correct by forward¬ 
ing more force from those I have been using against Price’s invasion. 

S. E. CUETIS, 
2IaJor-<xe)teral^ Commanding. 


DECEMBER 7, 1864,—^Affair at the Moselle Bridge, near Eranklin, Mo, 

Beport of Maj, Charles H. Gregory., jSeventJi Kansas Cavalry. 

Headquarters Post op Prankxin, 

FranMln^ Afo., December 9^ 1864. 

Lieutenant : 1 would respectfully report that an attempt was made 
on tlie night of the 7th instant to burn the Moselle Bridge on the 
Southwest Branch Pacitic Eailroad. When discovered by the guard 
from Company E, Seventh Kansas Cavalry, the incendiary was sitting 
on the bridge trying to kindle a fire with a brand which he had with 
him. He was fired on by the guard, six balls passing through him, 
causing instant death. The man was dressed in rebel uniform and 
could not be recognized by citizens in the vk4nity. 

Your obedient servant, 

V. H. GEEGOEY, 

Major Serenth Kansas Veteran Cavalry., Commanding Post. 
Lieut, J. 0. Braden, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


DECEMBER 7-8, 1864.—Expedition from Devall’s Bluff to Augusta, Ark. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Christopher C. Andrews.^ U. 18. Army^ commanding 
i8econd Division^ Seventh Army Corps. 

Hdqrs. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

JJevalVs Bluffy Arh, December 8, 1864—9 p. m. 

Captain: Captain Swan, Third Minnesota, who left here yesterday 
morning for Augusta with 100 men on the Mattie, has returned, having 
met with no accident or loss. Ko organized force near Augusta, which 
idacie he left at 9 o’clock this morning, having surrounded it before day¬ 
light. The force under McDowell, of about 000 men, which was twelve 
miles above Augusta two weeks ago, has divided to go south. A part 
went northwest. The rest crossed Cache Eiver. Dobbin with a very 
few men is east of Cache, and expects to organize on the 15th instant. 
He has promised the citizens that he will not molest a boat which may 
be sent up to Augusta to take their cotton. Such are the statements 
made to Captain Bwan by all classes at Augusta. The people say they 
are in great need of salt and expect suffering, It was reported at Des 
Aj'c that Eayborne had a skirmish with Federal troops day before yes¬ 
terday on Brownsville and Des Arc road. 

C. C. A17DEEWS, 

Brigadier- General, 

Capt. S. E. Graves, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Qeneraly Little RocTc. 
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DECEMBER 8, 1864.—Affair at Tuscnmbia, Mo. 

Report of Lieut. VoJ. Theodore A, Switsiler^ Sixth Mis,sourt (Uimlry, com- 
mandinfj Fi)st Sub District. 

Decembi^u U), 18(i4. 

Captain: I have the honor to report that on the Stli iiistnnt, h a. ni., 
a xiarty of rebeL>, some hfty in nnniber, captuipd Tuseumbia, and dis- 
armed and ])aroled some twenty-ftve of Captain Brown’s company, 
Enrolled Missouri Alilitia, stationed there. The rebs were (commanded by 
Ca])t. W. C. Clark, Missouri Cavalry, 0. S. Army, The ofHcers and men 
di'essed in full Federal uniform, had xiapers ami saddles marked H(^eon<l 
Colorado Cavalry, and passed themselves as belonging to that regiment, 
went on south, and nothing further from them. Sin(*e I assunuMl com¬ 
mand I learn that this party crossed the Missouri Fiver near Iloeln^- 
poit and the railroad between Tipton and Syracuse, 

T. A. HWVLVAAUl, 

Lieutenant-Colonel.^ Commanding First Hnb-MUitary District. 

Capt. J. H. Stegee. 

Assistant Adjatant-GeneraU Warrcnshurg, Mo. 


DECEMBER 10-23, 1864.—Expedition against Indians in Central Arizona, 
with sldrmish (15th) on Hassayampa Creek. 

RTGPORTS. 

No. 1.—Capt. Allen L. Anderson, Fifth U. S. Infantry. 

No. 2.—Capt. John Thompson, First New Mexico Cavalry. 

‘^O. 1 . 

Report of Capt. Allen L. Anderson., Fifth U. S. Infantry. 

Headquarteks District of i^ORXHERN Arizona, 

Fort Whipple., Ariz. Ter.., December ^<9, IHGL 
Captain: I have the honor to report that on the 10th instant I 
started from this post on an Indian scout with Capt. J. Thompson and 
twenty-two enlisted men of Comijany K, First Cavalry, INew Mexico Vol¬ 
unteers. Messrs. Cooler, Weaver, James, Smith, and Eiee, and a Utah 
Indian, named Dick, volunteered their services as guides and aiTom- 
panied the command. The command was rationed for fifteen days. 
The middle trail to the. Hassayampa was followed. Tliis leads over the 
tops of the mountains in a southwest direction from Prescott. Tlie 
ascent is quite steep. We crossed the summit about seven miles from 
Prescott and encamped at a s})rmg about half a mile farther on. Found 
an abundance of wood, water, and grass. Weather clear and (^ohl. 
December 11, descended the mountain in a southwest dire(*tioii thrc^e 
miles, and entered a ravine leading to the south. Traveled down the 
ravine three miles, and then turned southeast over a I'olling country 
tor two miles, when we entered a Canada which draiiivS into the Hassay- 
ampa. Descending it four miles, we entered the valley of the Hassay- 
ami)a Creek, which we ascended half a mile and encamped near the 
Tanks. There is no running water in the bed of the (*reek at this point. 
Wood scarce. Water standing in the tanks. Grass on the mesas 
abundant ^and good. Half a mile above camp the stream isvsues from 
a deep canon, inclosed by the highest peaks of the mountains. In a 
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direct line from the Tanks to Prescott the mountains aie barely passa¬ 
ble by a difficult mule trail. The ran|?e of hills west of the valley are 
low. On the east a high range (continuation of the A\^alker Mountains) 
stretches from the canon at the Tanks, gradually receding from 
the stream as it runs south. December 12, descended the valley 
ten miles to Walnut Grove (Mr. Weavers). The valley widens as it 
descends, and cottonwood and walnut trees abound in this part. The 
water rises a mile and a half above Mr. Weav-er’s. It has a volume of 
about thirty inches. The hills on the eastern side are low, those to the 
west rise into low mountains. Half a mile below Weaver’s the stream 
enters a shallow canon. Just below this point McLeod <S: Co. are 
working placer diggings, which yield about $1,200 a week. Indian 
tracks were observed on the way down, and on reaching Mr. Weaver’s 
we were informed that the day before, the Indians having threatened 
to take Mr. Weaver’s corn, the settlers in the neighborhood atta(‘ked 
them, killing J and wounding several. Wood, water, and grass abun¬ 
dant. Weather mild and clear. 

December IJ, the trail leaves the river, passing over the hills to the 
east and enters the valley again two miles below. We descended the 
river six miles and camped. The valley is of the same cliaraider as 
above at Weaver’s. About a mile below camp the stream enters the 
Lower or Big Canon. Eain began to fall in the evening and continued 
all night. December 14, rained steadily all day. Trail left the creek 
a mile below camp and crossed a hilly <*ountry for nine miles; course 
southeast. Here we found Indian trails. Here we turned up a ravine 
draining into the Hassayampa. The ravine is narrow,’ shallow, and 
rocky, inclosed by low hills of the same character. We ascended this 
ravine two miles, and half a mile to the lett in a shle ravine found 
water. The rain was very cold, and several of the party were suffering 
iVom rheumatism. Spies were sent out in several (Hreetions to look for 
smokes. Two of the parties were successful, and it was determined to 
attack the two rancherias simultaneously. One village lay about ten 
miles to the northeast and the other three and a half to the west. Our 
position was so well hidden by the surrounding hills and our fli‘es were 
kindled so late that little fear was entertainerl of their discovering us. 
We were on the western side of a high ridge of granite hills, running 
parallel to the Walker Mountains, and about five miles from them. It 
rained incessantly, and as all the clothing and blankets were satimated, 
no one slept. December 15, Captain Thompson with twelve enlisted 
men and two citizens (Mr. Cooler and the Indian, J)i(ik) lei‘t camp at 
3.30 a. m. I left camp an hour later with eleven men and Messrs. 
Weaver, Eice, and Smith. A corimral and thi*ee men were left in camp. 
Both ]>arties were on foot. Just at daylight we heard the ffriug of 
Captain Thompson’s party. About, twenty minutes later we attacked 
the rancheria we had been looking for. There wei‘e seven Indians in 
the rancheria. Three were killed; a woman and 2 children were cap¬ 
tured, and one Indian escaped on all fours into tlie labyrinth ot* rocks, 
leaving a bloody trail behind him. These Indians had no animals nor 
ffre-arms. They are Tonto Apaches. Everything in the camp was 
buimed. Shortly after we reached our camp (10 a. m.) Captain Thomp¬ 
son and party returned. There were lifteen Indians in the rancheria 
lie attacked; eleven were killed, and the remaining four left such 
quantities of blood on their trails as to show comdusively that they 
were severely Avounded. Cajitain Thompson’s report is forwarded 
herewith. The command remained in camp during the day. Eain fell 
at intervals during the day and night. 
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December IG, returned to tlie main ravine. Course for six miles oyer 
a billy country to the divide between tbe TT.i^^ny.irnri^T and A^ua Fria. 
This is near tbe southwestern point of tin- \\ ali.n- i.'.n<>e. In front of 
us was a depression separating tbe Walker Mountains from a low range 
five miles to the wsoutb. Between tbe latter range and tbe G-ila there 
is a low fiat country. Dimng a clear interval tbe Mazatzal and tbe 
Pinal Mountains were visible through tbe gaj)s as well as tbe range 
between tbe Agua Fria and the Eio Yeide. A deep canon lay to our 
left which bore a little to the south. We crossed it, traveling over a 
rough hilly country in an easterly direction. Oaniped at an old Indian 
camp. ISTumerous quartz ledges %vere seen near tbe trail. Many of 
them could be traced all tbe way up the side of the uionntain. This 
region gives every indication of being rich in minerals. It lias never 
been explored. Several showers fell during tbi^ day. Distance from 
last eamp about fourteen miles. December 17, traveled in tbe same 
general course for eighteen miles. Two miles from cam]) entered a 
large canon running south of east. Tbe main lauge from which it 
issues where we entered it forms for three miles its northern wall, for 
which distance its course is east. We uooued in the cafion. After 
traveling down it three miles we then climbed the left-hand side of the 
canon, following the easteily (M>urse. Our road lay o\^er rough foot 
hills of the mountains till u ithiii four miles of our evening’s <*am|), when 
the country opened out. We (‘ainped in a shallow (*afion with running 
water, plenty of wood and grass. Saw’some Indian tra(*ks three or 
four days old. FTo fires were allowed to be lit until nighi, as our route 
during the day gave us every chance oi*reaching (*am]) without being 
discovered by the Indians. Bent out spies to look ibr smokes and 
signs but they were not successfal. It raiu(Hl, vsleded, or snowed 
almost without intermission during the day, and sleeted or snowed all 
night. Distance traveled, eighteen miles. Decembin* 18, descimded 
the canon east for three miles, then turned north for three miles ov(‘v a 
spur* of the moiiDtains and descended into the bed of the Agua. Fria. 
There is no water at this point. A mile farther uj) the valley we 
nooned. The valley is from 100 to 200 yards wide, bounded l)y sand¬ 
stone hills or mesas, some of the cliffs of wliich present strangely (airved 
and contorted strata that tbrmsone of the >straugest laiids(*ape features 
1 have seen. It rained all the afternoon. Marched six miles farther u]) 
the stream (north) and camped. Total distaii(*e twelve* miles. Pound 
standing water, plenty of wood and grass. Tried to sleep in Avet 
blankets for the fifth night. 

December 19, the sky was clear at sunrise, but rain began to fall at 
about *8 o’clock and did not cease till 1 p. m, Mardied north for about 
six miles and nooned at an old camp apparently made by soldiers. A 
mile above camp left the Agua Fria by a mistake of one of' the guides 
and ascended Black Canon. This is said to be the shortest route to 
Woolsey’s, but I was anxious to ascend the Agua Fria all the w^ay, in 
hopes of finding some Indian raucherias there was reason to believe 
were in that neighborhood. As our animals were too tired and rations 
too short to allow us to correct the error, it was determined to return 
to the fort as rapidly as possible. Ten miles from <‘amp we left the 
canon, ascending the north bank, and three miles tarther on caniped 
in the hills with a little standing water, a scardty of wood, but an 
abundance of good grama. The night was dear and cold. Dc(*(miber 
20, tlu’ee miles ffoiii camp descended into Black Canon again at the 
Mexican town. We were in ho|)es of finding Indians tliere, but were 
disapiiointed. The Mexicans are accused of trading with them. Nooned 
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at Doctor Willing’s camp, two miles above the nllage and near the east 
bank of the canon. Camped without water in an open valley five miles 
northwest of the doctor’s ranch. Fine grass and but little wood. Decem¬ 
ber 21^ oui* course was northwest to-day over a rolling country as far as 
DripxDing Spring, five miles. Here is a steep ascent of some 300 feet. 
Beyond this to Big Bug the trail is over a hilly but not very rough 
country. Camped in a ravine about four miles east of the Big Bug. 
Water in holes ; wood and grass plenty. Ground covered with snow. 
December 22, route northwest. Crossed the Big Bug Canada four miles 
finm camx). The trail is a tolerably good one ti*om here to Woolsey’s. 
Traveled through three or lour inches of snow. eatJier severely cold. 
De(*ember 23, returned to the fort by waj^ of the direct trail. The men 
of our little command bore the hardships to which they w^ere subjected 
with commendable i)aLience, and showed praiseworthy alacrity in the 
])erforman<'e of their duty. Captain Thompson and his men deserve 
praise for the dis<*ipline thus evinced. 1 desire to (*ail the attention of 
the dei)artment commander to the valuable services of the citizens who 
accompanied us. Expeditions at this season of the year ai‘e destructive 
to stock and trying to the men, but 1 am satisfied that a winter cam¬ 
paign is the surest means of I'educing Indians to subjection. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. L. ANDEKSON, 

Fifth U, JS, Infantry. 

Assistant Adjutant-Geneual, 

Hdqrs, Deyartment of New Mexleo^ fSanta Fe^ N, Mex. 


Ko. 2. 

Report of Capt. John Thompson^ First New Mexico Curalry. 

Camp Tonto, Ariz. Ter., Decemher 17, IHGl. 

('APTAIN : I have the honor to report briefly as foll<>^vs: 

I u obedience to your order of the 15th instant I left camp at 1 a. m. with 
ten enlisted men of my company (K), First Cavalry, ISTew Mexico Volun¬ 
teers, Mr. Cooler and theUtelndian (Dick) as Indian guides, and marched 
over the mountains a distance of about ten miles. At daylight in the 
monuiig 1 came in sight of the Indian camp and marched cautiously with 
my men and the two guides until I came within 300 yai‘ds of their camp. 

I then ordered the men to take ofi* their boots in order to create but as 
little noise as possible and make a rush for the camp. Every man 
responded cheerfully, each trying to excel the other to see which would 
kill the first Indian. The Indians were not alarmed until the very 
moment the attack commenced, when they showed fight, but it was of 
very short duration, whereas they were shot down as fast as powder 
and lead would admit, and every man went into the engagement with 
a determination. The camp was composed of fifteen Apache warriors, 

II of whom were kiUed. The other four got away, but were badly 
wounded. They were trailed by their blood for some distance, but suc¬ 
ceeded in getting off. After the engagement was over I destroyed their 
camp. Mr. Cooler and the XJte boy Dick (Indian guides), deserve much 
<*redit for the faithful *manner in which they performed their duty and 
participated in the fight at the time of the engagement, and T would 
respectfully recommend them both as being faithful Indian guides and 
brave men. During the fight Private Brandon, of my company, got 
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slightly ■wounded in the knee with an arrow, which was the only cas¬ 
ualty sustained on otu? side. After the work of destruction was com 
pleted, I returned to camp from whence I started, where I arrived at 
11 a. m. Total distance marched, twenty miles. 

T am, sii, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. THOMPSON, 

Ccqyt,, First Cav., A. Mex. Voh.^ Commanding Comjgany K, 

Capt. A. L. Anderson, 

Fifth r. Infantry^ Commanding Fxyedltion. 


DECEMBEE 13, 1864.—Aftair near Devall’s Bluff, Ark. 

Report of Brig, Gen, Christopher G. Andrews^ commanding Second 
Division^ Seventh Army Corps. 

Hdqbs. Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, 

BevalVs Blvff, Arh., December 14^ 4HCi4. 
Captain : An independent picket, which I had placed three miles 
east of here, captured 2 enlisted men of Dobbifrs command last even¬ 
ing. They report that Taylor’s company, of Dobbin’s command, is to 
rendezvous at Coffee Creek, twenty miles from Clarendon, to-morrow. 

0. 0. ANDKEWS, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 

Capt. S. E. Graves, 

Acting Asfiistant Adjutant-General^ Little RocTc. 


BECEHBEE 13-14,1864.—Expedition from Morganza to and beyond Mor¬ 
gan’s Ferry, La. 

Report of Col, John H. Kelly,, One hundred and fourteenth Ohio Infantry. 

Headquarters LT. S. Expeditionary Forces, 

Morganza^ La,,, December 75, 1S6i, 

General: 1 have the honor to very respectfiilly submit tlie follow¬ 
ing report, viz : 

In obedieiK'e to instructions from headquarters IT. S. forces, dated 
Morganza, La., December 12,1864,1 took command of the expedition 
composed of the Thirty-fourth Iowa Eegiment, One hundred and four¬ 
teenth Ohio Eegiment, one section of the Second Massachusetts Bat¬ 
tery, and a detachment of the Second New Yorji Veteran Cavalry, tor 
the pxirpose of escorting and supporting Major Conover, Sixteenth 
Indiana Mounted Infantry, and Ms command in crossing the Atcha- 
falaya Eiver. The expedition moved from Morganza, La., December 
l;i, 1864, at 8 a. m. and advanced to Morgan’s Ferry bridge. At Cat- 
tlett’s, a distance of nine miles, the column was halted for dinner and to 
await the arrival of Major Conover and his (‘onimand, which arrived 
about 12 m., bringing with them four pontoon-boats for the ])iupose of 
crossing the river. Major Conover and Major Bell took a party and 
went forward from this point to the river to reconnoiter and select the 
point tor crossing, 1 detached Lieutenant-Colonel Dungaiii, Thfrty- 



Chap. Lm.] EXPEDITION FROM DEVALL’s BLUFF, AEK. 989 

fourtli Iowa, witli them for the pui'pose of selectinga suitable position for 
the artillery and the disposition of the troops to cover the crossing 
after Major Conover had selected the crossing. It was arranged that 
the expedition would move forward within one mile of the river and 
halt until the place of crossing was selected and reported to me. JMajor 
Conover returned about sunset and rei)orted that a ci'ossing had been 
selected and that there were no rebel pickets near tlie point selected. 
About 7 p. m. I moved the exi)edition up to the river, stationed the 
artillery and disposed the forces, launched the boats and commenced 
crossing the command over at 8 p. m. The command tobecrossed over 
consisted of men, their horses, saddles, cai bines, and equipments. 
The means of crossing were the four boats before mentioned, each of 
which took foui* men, their saddles, bridles, equiinnents, Ac., swimming 
their foiu* horses alongside the boat. The entire command was crossed 
over and in readiness to move, and moved oft* at Hi midnight. Major 
Conover and 1 agreed upon a signal by vhich I could i‘ec()gnize him or 
any of his command in case they were compel h^d to return to the river. I 
then had the boats all taken out of the river and put out of vi<‘W from 
the oi)posite vside of the river to prevent the enemy from dis(M>vering 
by what means the foi*ce liad crossed over. 1 tlien gav^e ord(*rs to the 
officeis in charge of the artillery to re])ort to me anything that might 
(K'cur on the opposite side of the river. At t> a. in. Major Conover and 
his command returned and repoited that he had move(l with his com¬ 
mand about six miles down the river, en(*oiintered an impassable bayou, 
had a man drowned in attempting to cross over it, and that he desired 
me to recross his (*onimand. At a. m. the boats were again launched 
and the crossing commenced. By 11 a. m. the command was over, the 
boats reloaded on the wagons, and the entire expedition in readiness to 
move. In crossing and recrossing Major Conover’s command no acci¬ 
dent or misfortune of any kind occurred. We met no force on our way 
out, neilher did we encounter any at the crossing. Major Conover eap- 
lured on(‘ prisoner whom 1 forwarded to the provost-marshal U. S. 
forces. The ofli(*ers in command of the regiments, detachments, and 
artillery render(‘d efticient aid and services. The oflicers and trooxis of 
the entire expedition rendered aid ])romptly when called uxion, and 
(‘ondiieted themselves in an officer-like and soldierly manner. The ex- 
X)edition arrived at Morganza December 11, (3 p. m. 

Eespe(*tfnlly submitted. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN H. KELLY, 

Colonel lldtli Ohio YoL In/fn*', Commanding Ujcpeditio7i, 

Brig. Gen. D. Ullmann, 

Coimnanding TJ. Forces. 


BEGEMBEE 13-15, 1864.—Expedition up the White Eiver from BevalTs 

Bluff, Ark. 

Report of Col. Sans Mattson^ Third Minnesota Infantry^ oomma^idlng 
First Brigade^ Second Division^ Seventh Ariny Corps. 

Hdqrs. First Brio., Second Div., Seventh Army Corps, 

DevalVs Blnff, Beceonher 15,1864. 

Captain : 1 have the honor to report that in pursuance of order from 
the brigadier-general commanding division, X ])roeeeded on the 13th 
instant on board the steamers Sir William Wallace and Kate Hart 
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with 400 infantry and 150 cavalry np White Eiver. I disembarked 
seventy-five cavahy^ Captain Flesher, at Peach Orchard Blnfi*, at 8 
oV*Io(‘k that evening. Also ninety-five infantry, Capt. O. P. Dreher, at 
NegTo Hill, and ninety-five infantry. Lieutenant Armstrong, at mouth 
of Eed Eiver, the vsame evening. I landed with the remainder at the • 
point eight miles below Augusta at 1.30 o’clock the same night. I 
then proceeded in person with seventy-five cavalry, Captain Goss, and 
seventy-five infantry, Captain Taylor, to Gray’s Ferry, on the Cache, 
ten miles east of Augusta where I got possession of the ferry and 
crossed the cavalry before daylight. I stationed the infantry (Captain 
Taylor) at the ferry, and vrith the cavalry scoured the country east of 
Cache. I got as far as Widow Thomas’ place before the people or 
soldiers in the country had any notice of our approach, but from that 
place notice was spread, and immediately after all the Confederate 
soldiers scattered in that neighborhood, under Colonels McCray, Dob¬ 
bin, Jackman, and Freeman, took to the woods and bottoms, w^here I 
could not reach them. Captain Flesher, whom I expected to have met 
at or near the Widow Thomas’, was unable to cross the Cache at all; 
theretbre the programme as agreed upon at my previous interview with 
the general, and which would otherwise have been good and successful, 
was materially interfered with. 

The certain intbrmation gathered is that Colonels McCray and Dob¬ 
bin are reorganizing their respective commands, and were to have ren¬ 
dezvoused on the 16th at a place six or eight miles east of Gray’s 
Ferry; that the neighboring countiy is overrun by small bands of rebel 
soldiers and jayhawkers making their way to the proposed rendezvous; 
that the couii-bLy abounds in corn and cattle, all of which is being 
gathered by those forces; that the citizens are heartily tired of thes(^ 
rebel marauders and anxious to have the countiy held by the F. S. 
forces. I also learn that the forces about to be organized there will 
probably number 500 men, mostly unarmed and short ot ammunition, 
and that the purpose of McCray is to move south, by way of Cotton 
Plant, ill a short time. Failing to form a junction with Captain Flesher, 
and finding that I could act by simprise no longer, I returned to Au 
gusta in the afternoon of the 14th instant, where I joined Oa])taiu 
Flesher, who had captured a number of rebel soldiers in the (‘ountry 
called The Point. Lieutenant-Colonel Foster, who had remained in the 
vicinity of Augusta with the remainder of the infantry, captured a lot 
of contraband goods on their way from Meinx^his to the west side of 
White Eiver. 1 am ('f)minced that an exteiisi\T contraband trade is 
carried on at Mem])his with that ])art of the (‘ouiitiy at enormous 
])rofits (such as a bale of cotton tor a barrel of salt) to the pai'tics at 
Memphis engaged in it. The articles cai)tured were 10 bai‘rels salt, 1 
barrel pork, one-half barrel molasvses, which I learned had been 
smuggled throughfi^om Memphis by a party there named B. F.Leamico 
to one E. G. Donnelly, of White County, Ark. 

On my retiuu I left Augusta at 4 o’clock this morning, took on the 
tro()])s at Eed Eiver and Eegro Hill, who had captured some prisoners 
at or near West Point and at the vsalt-works. I learned that Ca])tam 
Eayborne is in the country about White Eivei, below Eed Eiver, and 
that the salt-works are being run per order of rebel General Sludby for 
the Confederate cause. This I did not learn till after I had returned 
below these works, or I shonld have destroyed them. We were fired 
into by a party of perhaps a dozen men (probably Eayborne’s) six miles 
below Eed Eiver to-day, but no damage was done. No a(*cidcnt oc¬ 
curred during the trip. The ofiBcers and men all beliaved with the 
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titmost promptitude and good order, and I deem it a great pleasure to 
testify especially to the energy, vigilance, and good and orderly be¬ 
havior of the command of Captain Goss, Miith Kansas Cavalry, which I 
had the best opportunity to observe, being constantly near them. We 
captured during the trip^ 5 Confederate officers, 24 Confederate soldiers, 
3 bad disloyal citizens, 28 horses of rebel soldiers. We also destroyed 
a number of small arms found in the hands of rebel soldiers, and which 
we could not conveniently carry. Finding that the ferry on the Cache 
was used more by the citizens for their convenience than by the rebel 
soldiers, and also that it might hereafter prove of value to our own 
forces, I did not destroy it. The citizens of Augusta, especially the 
known loyalists, are suffering much at the hands of jayhawkers. 

I am, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

H. MATTSOK, 

Colonel Third Mhineaota Vol. Infty.^ Comdff, Brigade, 
Capt. George Monroe, 

Adjt, Gen,^ Second Dimnion^ Seventh Army Cor})8, 


BECEMBEE 14, 1864—Skirmish in the Cypress Swamp, near Cape Girar¬ 
deau, Mo. 

Report of CoL John, B, Uogern^ Second Mimonri State Militia Cavalry, 

Headquarters Sujb-District, 

Cape Girardean^ il/o., Becemher 15,, IHOi. 
General: Captain Tanner, commanding at Commerce, killed 3 
gueirillas and took their arms in Cyiiress Swamp yesterday. One 
escaped. Ko prisoners. 

J. B. KOGEEB, 
Colonel^ Commanding, 

General Ewing, 

Commanding. 


BECEMBEE 14, 1864~JANlJAEy 5, 1865. —Operations in the vicinity of 
Hermitage Plantation, near Morganza, La. 

Report of Capf. TT. Irving Allen, Thirfy-frsl Massaehnsetts Infantry. 

HLD(iRS. TllXRTy-EIKST MASS. V"OL. MOUNTED INETV., 

Hermitage Plantation, La., January 7, i<%o. 

Sir: i have the honor to submit the following report of the oper¬ 
ations of this cojnmand sin(*e my re])ort of December 14: 

Information has been brought to me that a small party of rebel sol¬ 
diers was (*amping during the daytime in the canebrake behind the 
plantations on ('ollege Point and by night committing depredations 
along the (*oast. They had even gone so tar as to take Doctor Trudeau, 
a highly respectable citizen, ffiom his bed at night and with a rope 
about his neck try to extort from him money and valuables. On the 
night of December 14 I sent a scouting party from the company at 


'^Nominal hbt omitted. 
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Manning’s plantation to find this camp. They found it just deserted, 
and captured hut 2 prisoners. This expedition at least discovered and 
broke up then* hiding-place, and for some time they did not appear 
again on the coast. Soon after this I learned that at an obscure set¬ 
tlement on Black Bayou, between New and Amite Eivers, a number of 
men from Doyal’s and Gonzales’ companies had a rendezvous where 
they lay in safety while we were scouting the ordinary roads and 
whence they came at other times to make conscriptions and plunder 
about the lower end of New Eiver. This place is known as Seals Point, 
and I had much difficulty in finding a guide to it, as it was away from 
all the commonly used roads and no Federal scout had ever been there. 
On the night of December 17 I had a party of tliirty men organized 
under three guides and sent them under Oapt. L. 0. Howell to explore 
the terra incognita. They marched all night, crossing New Eiver at 
Baptiste Laimdry’s bridge and Black Bayou, about four miles beyond, 
over roads almost impassable, and reached the place just before day¬ 
light. Taking immediate possession of every house, they found (*on- 
cealed in various places live soldiers and brought them in the next day. 
The same night I sent another party to scout the upper end of the New 
Eiver country between the Dutch Stores and Hampton’s Ferry, on 
Bayou Mancha<‘. They brought in 2 prisoners on the next day. Both 
of these men were noted characters, being Confederate soldiers who had 
joined a jayhawking gang under the lead of one John King. Their 
robberies had for some time made the common roads in that region a 
terror even to peaceable travelers. It is only within the last few days 
that this gang has been heard from siu(*e. Both the scouting parties 
on this night were instructed by what different roads to go and return, 
and in this way almost the whole of the country on this side of Amite 
Eiver was scoui*ed in a night. 

On the night of the 18th I received information that a body of 150 
men, under Doyal, would start that morning from Livingston Parisli, 
cross Amite Eiver at some of the lower ferries, and come in to swec]) th(‘ 
New Eiver settlements and upper coast plantations. I determined to 
meet them, if possible, in time to defeat their object, and accordingly 
took the available sti*ength of the command to the lower end of Now 
Eiver. Calculating that they must first aj)pear on the lower end of IS ew 
Eiver I posted my main force near the Baptist church, i)i(heted all tlu' 
bridges, and sent small reconnoitering parties toward Amite Eivei*. 
These -captured 2 prisoners, and brought word that no force had ,\'et 
appeared on Amite Eiver. Determining to watch for them still long<n’ 

I sent one company to each of the ferries where they might be ex]) 0 ct(Ml, 
viz, at the French settlement at Scivique’s, McGill’s, and Hampton’s 
Ferries. During the night a small party appeared at Sciviciue’s Ferry, 
reconnoitered the crossing, and went away. 1 believe the information 
on which I acted was })remature, but that our movement ])rev<inted 
them from crossing later, as such a for(*e did appear two days after on 
the Amite, near the French settlement, and aftei‘ remaining a day or 
two went away, apparently fearing to cross. Since that time no im¬ 
portant scouts have been made. One effect of our work, 1 think, has 
since been seen in the number of rebel soldiers who have (*ome into 
our Hues voluntarily and applied to take the oath of allegiam^e. Since • 
Decejnber 22 eleven men of this description have been sent by me to 
the provost-marshal at Donaldsonville to take the oath under the Pres¬ 
ident’s amnesty proclamation. They are citizens ol‘ the Now Eivin* 
country, and came from the various commands with Scott. On the 
night ot January 2 a small scout Iront our lower oom})any captured 1 
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prisouer near Whitehall saTV-niill. He had been inside our lines for 
several days trying to procure a horse, clothes, and supplies. On tlio 
night of January 4 another party from the same conix)aBylay concealed 
by one of the fords on Bayou Ooinvay, and captured 4 prisoners Trliile 
crossing the bayou. These men were also (-oming in to i)rociue them¬ 
selves clothing and supx)Iies for another camx)aign. I am inclined to 
treat such men as spies. They (‘ome into our cami)S with borrowed oaths 
of allegiance in their possession, ins])ect oui* numbers and i)osition, con¬ 
verse freely with our soldiers, and go out i^ossessed of such inforination 
as we can only obtain from spies. On the night of January 5 a vsmall 
scouting x>urty near the Hutch Stores cax>tured a load of provisions 
being taken to cross Amite Eiver, and without any military x^ermits. I 
ascertained from whom the provisions were x)urchased, ai'rested the 
man, and shall send him with charges to the xu’ovost-inarshal-geuerars 
department. The number of xxrisoiiers ca]>tured by tliis command uj) to 
this date is 21, 20 of whom have beem sent to Kew Orleans, and 1 sick 
man x^aroled for twenty days. Ko horses or men liave yet been lost on 
any of the scouts. 

I am, sir, very resx)ectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. ALLEN, 

Captdhiy Commanding, 

Capt. Erederio Speed, 


Aiislstant Adjutant-CeneruJ^ Defenses of New Orleans 


BECEMBEE 16-19, 1864.—^Expedition from Morganza to the Atchafalaya 

Eiver, La. 

No. I.—(N)l. Homy N. Frisbio, Niuo(y-S(*cou(l If. S. (^)l()r(Ml IiilMutry, <*oiiimajuliiig 
(‘\p(5<lUioii. 

N(». 2.—Mnj. Fnincib A. Si\<y-seveiilU Iiidunia Iiihiiitiy, 

No. 2.—J. Twoiity-lojirtli Indian,i Ijiinnlr\. 

No. 1.—William II. l*os(‘y, Twoiiiy-fouvtli ludiami Inraiitry. 

No. 5.—Lieut. Tliomas Ledwiek, Second New York A^eteran (^avalry. 

No. 1. 

lt€X)ort of Col. Henry V. Frishie^ Xinety-seeond IL H. Colored, Infantry^ 

eo m m a n d iny expedif io n . 

IIEAIX^ITARTERS NiNETY-SEOOND LT. S. INFANTRY, 

Moryan;:aj La., December IN, irSYM, 

Lieutenant : 1 have ihe honor to announce iny safe arrival with my 
<5ommand, and submit tlie following re])ort: 

The xdiin as laid down in your x)aragraph III of instnudions to Colonel 
Spicely was strictly comidied with. In the ])art therein assigned to me 
which was executed without a(icident, I xiassed the house of Doctor fSmith, 
near whose residcnceActingMasterThatcherwasmui'dered,but nothing 
was disturbed, and no halt was made longer than to catch several horses 
and mules that were near the jilaee. Near here we also x)assed the 
mnv house of Mr. Parr, who was driven irom near our picket-line. One 
reason why no investigation was made of the iircmises of Ho(*tor Smith 
wasfromamisunderstandiugof theiiistrnetions, as I siqiposed the gun¬ 
boats were to do the heavy work, and another was that I discovered a 
63 R R—VOL XLl, PT I 
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number of horsemen moving rapidly on the main road, which had the 
ai)pearan('e of having had quite a number of large wagons just i)assed 
over it. Who or what they were I could nor learn. The horsemen were 
found to belong to the organized band of guerrilla scouts operating on 
this side of the Atchafalaya River. At Bayou Latenache I was .joined 
by Colonel Spicely and command, who directed me to proceed with my 
command out Bayou Letsworth and exercise my dis(*retiou, wl)ii(*h I did, 
moving rapidly and soon came in sight of horsemen, who proved to be¬ 
long to Collins’ band, but he, with some of his num, 1 learned from un¬ 
doubted authority, had gone the day before a(‘ross the Atchafalaya 
River, bound for Alexandria. These men (‘ontinued in sight most of the 
afternoon and tv ice fired at the advance guaid. We camped at the 
plantation of J. B. (layle, whose sou is a member of Collins’ band, and 
who was on picket at the door, and who fired at the advance guard and 
then tied into the swamp on the bayou. A large number of hogs and 
chickens were here gathered for the puri)ose of giving our boys a big 
Christmas, vSO they were appropriated as contraband of war. I then, 
at daylight the next morning, moved through the swam]) to the mouth 
of Bed Eiver and here sent Lieutenant Whitney, my acting (|uartcr- 
master, to inform the gmi-boats who we were, so they would not fire upon 
us, and then moved the command along Old River opposite to Turnbull 
Island. T saw him go dowm the river-bank, and have not seen or heard 
from him since. Sergeant Barrow, of Company B, Second New York 
Yeteran Cavalry, accompanied him. I afterward learned a pm*ty of 
eighteen mounted men had just passed down that road just ])revioiis to 
my coming upon it, so I have good reason to believe they were captured 
on their return. 

On arriving at the mouth of the Atchafalaya I discovonnl a large 
mounted pi(‘ket of the Twenty-third Texas Cavalry on the o])posit(^ 
side, and when I commenced to fire uxmn them they iai)idly vith(Ir<nv 
and formed in line beyond range, and on showing a disposition to cross 
over they disx)hiyed an infantry force of several hundied men and 
wagons moving behind the woods from Simsi)ort, might have been 
artillery, although 1 hadfi'om ])retty reliable information that they ha v(^ 
none this side of Evergreen, whicli is situated at the.jiuHdion of Ba.you 
Rouge and Bayou de Glaise, which I am inclined to think is iiaimMl on 
my map as Moreauville. Particular ])ains were taken to invovstigale 
the xuemises of a Mr. Barbre and fix his status, and he Avas found to 
be a noted rebel. Several boats lay n])on the ox)posite side of* the Atch¬ 
afalaya and one on tliis side, xnobably used for crossing. In returning 
we (*aiiie through the swamx) to the iesiden(*e of M]‘. Winston, an out- 
laA^^, Avliose Avife noAV keeps a rendezvous for guerrillas, and af‘t(T giving 
her some A’aluable instructions she inquired if that Avas to be the new 
Avay to revstore the Union, and was told that a i)erseveran(‘e iu lun* evil 
courses Avould leave her homeless. She acquiesced in the arrangennent. 
and said, forewarned Avas forearmed. Miss Car])entcr is teaehing her 
ehiidreu. We eamx^ed again at Mr. Gayle’s. During the night J re¬ 
ceded information ti’om Mr. Robie, Avho lives near there, that 1 might 
cxx)ect an attack on my return, and from an (wident movement in con¬ 
siderable force of the enemy around my cami> during the night I be¬ 
lieved it to be true, so I started two hours before day, but none w™ 
made, although some horsemen were seen. A small force oi* the enemy 
Avas in sight all the Avay down Old River, and their ])ursuit did not 
cease until we reacdied the Missisvsipx)i. I saA\^ a log Avagou whi<*h would 
be valuable at your saw-mill. I did not bring it I’or the AA^ant of trans¬ 
portation, I believe the large number of able-bodied colored men seen 
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Oil former occasions liave been sent to Bayou Lateiiaebe and have their 
habitations moved to the woods in the rear of tbe plantations. I ob¬ 
tained such information avS leads me to believe colored regiments are 
being organized at Alexandria. 1 desiio to express my approval of 
the spirit and courage of my trooiis, and whenever there was any indi¬ 
cation of meeting the enemy their conduct pleased me. They will fight 
and sell their lives dearly, and their Avorth I believe is in proportion to 
the courage, discipline, and efiiciency of the officers. 

I am, very respectfully, yoim obedient servant, 

H. N. FBISBIE, 

Colonel of N'inety-second Infantry^ Commanding UxjjeditiotL 
Lieut. O. A. ItiOE, 

Acting As^iatant Adjutant-GencraL 


No. 2. 

Uejyort of Maj, Francis A. JSears^ thirty-seventh Indiana Infantry, 

Udqrs. Sixty-seventh Eeht. Ind. Infty: Vols., 

Morgan^a^ La.^ December 19, 1864. 

Sir: Agreeable to instructions trom Colonel Spicely, commanding 
brigade, I have the honor to submit the following report of the Sixty- 
soN^euth Indiana Infantry Volunteers in the late expedition up Old 
Itiver: 

On the morning of the 16th instant I took my regiment on board the 
steamer Starlight at 4 a. m.; proceeding up the Mississippi liiver to 
Ilog Point, La., I put one company on shore to cover the landing of 
troops from the steamer Ada May. I then i>roceeded with my regiment 
to the mouth of Old Biver; Avent uj) the same to a point near Port 
Williams, at which ifiace I debarked. Wo marched doAvu on the right 
bank of said river about six miles, where Ave camped for the night. 
My command here foraged oft the country, collecting such things as 
Avere needed by the trooiis. On the morning of the 17th instant I sent 
a detail of one commisvsioned officer and thirty men to Easkasee Island; 
said detail collected 15 head of beef-cattle, 7 horses, and 30 head of 
sheep. About 2 o’clock of the 17th my regiment, excepting the afore¬ 
said detail, which returned on the steamer Starlight, marcdied back 
to this point, reaching here about 0 p. m. of the 17th instant. The 
siir]>lus stock captured on the expedition Avas turned over to the i)ost 
quartermaster, all of Avhich is respectfully submitted. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. A. SEALS, 

Major, Commanding Sixty-seventh Indiana Volunteers. 

Lieut. OsoAu A. Lioe, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-GencraL 


No. 3. 

M(^ort of Gap. Benjamin J. Simmers, Twenty-fourth Indiana Infantry. 

Hhqrs. Twenty-fourth Indiana Volunteer Infty., 

Morganza, La., December 19,1864. 

Oai>tain : I have the honor to hcrcAvith transmit to you my report of 
the part taken by the Twenty-fourth Indiana Volunteer Infantry on the 
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late expedition from this point. It moved on the morning of the 15th 
instant in connection with the Sixty-seventh Indiana Yoluntocr Infantry 
on board transport steamer Starlight, and arrived at Williamsport on 
Old Eiver at 2 p. m.^ disembarked and moved down Old Eiver five 
miles, and went into camp for the night. On the morning of the 16tb 
1 sent out a detail of thirty men, in charge of a captain, for the purpose 
of collecting forage. The foraging party returned at 1 p. m. At 4 p. 
m. I received orders from Colonel Spicely, commanding the expedition, 
to proceed to Morganza. Arrived at Morganza at 9 p. m. The con¬ 
duct of the officers and men of my command was soldierly throughout 
the entire expedition. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

B. J.'SUMMEES, 

Comd(j, Twenty-fourth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, 
Gapt. J. (1. Dunlap, 

Aeig, Asst, Adjt, Gen,^ Third Briy,^ Reserve Cor])s, 


. No. 4. 

Report of Lieut. WlUiam If, Posey^ Twenty fourth Indiana Infantry, 

Office E. Q. M. Twenty-fourth Inb. Infty. Volk., 

Morganza^ Aa., December 19y isoJ, 

Sir : I have the honor to rei)ort the following disposition made of the 
])roi)erty captured by the U. S. forces on Old Eiver, De(*cmbcr 10,18(>4, 
and placed in my charge. I turned in to Oapt. I). A. Ward, a<*ting 
assistant quartermaster, 0 horses and 6 mules, and to (Jai)tain Whit 
tlesey, commissary of subsistence, 27 head of beef-cattle and 1) l)arrels 
of molasses. 

I am, sir, respe(*tfully, your obedient servant, 

W. 11. POkSEY, 

First Lieut, and R, Q. M, Twenty fourth Ind, Vol, Infantry. 

Capt. J. G. Dunlap, 

Aetg. Asst, Adjt, Gen., Third Brig,^ Reserve Corps. 


No. 5. 

Report of Lieut. Thomas Ledwiek., Heeond New York Veteran Cavalry. 

Camp Second New York Veteuan Cavalry, 

Morganza., La.^ December 20., IhOL 

Colonel: In compliance with your orders on tlie morning of the 
17th instant, I proceeded down the Old Eiver road, taking all tlu^ 
horses and mules that in my opinion was serviceable. Near the line of 
march captured 19 horses and 7 mules. Turned them in to D, A. Ward, 
post quartermaster. Arrived in camp 5 o^clock same day. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' THOMAS LEDWJCK, 

Lieut.., Gomdg, Detach, Beco^id New York Vet. Cavalry. 
Colonel Spicely. 
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DECEMBER 18,1864.—Sldrmish on Little River, in Mew Madrid County, Mo. 

Report of Col, John B, lioijerH^ Second Missoiiyl State Militia Cavalry. 

Gape Girardeau, JDecemler ^0,1864, 
General : A band of guerrillas niadetlien* a])pearance near Bi^iiton on 
the 18th instant stealing horses. ('a])tain Tanner, of Conimerec, Enrolled 
Missouri Militia, A\ith twenty men, pursued to Little lliver, thirtydive 
miles, and killed 1, and re<‘aptured 13 of the stolen horses. The balance 
scattered and escaped. 

J. L. liOGERy, 

( lolonel. Gommanding, 

Geueial Ewing, 

(U)m manding. 


DECEMBER 20,1864-JANUARY 4,1865.—Expeditions from Cape Girardeau 
and Dallas, Mo., to Cherokee Bay, Ark., and the Saint Erancis River, with 
skirmishes. 

Report of Col, John 7L Rogers^ Second Missouri State Militia (Utralry. 

Hixius. Se<uni) Sub-District, Saint Louls District, 

Gape Girardeau^ jlfo., January 7, 1866, 
General: I have the honoi* to re])ort that on the 130th ultimo 1 
ordeied Maj. Josephus Robbins, Second Gavahy Missouri State Militia, 
with a detachment of thirty men of the Second Cavalry Missouri State 
IMilitia, and Lieutenant J^dnne, with a detachment of Battery 0, Second 
IMissouri Artillery, to move from this post to Bloomlield with fifteen 
days’ small rations, with iustiuctions to search for the enemy in the 
direction of Cherokee Bay, Ark., where he was r(‘])orted in force. The 
(*\])edition arrived at Bloondhdd on the evening of the 22d, when they 
as(*ertained that by reason oi* late heavy 1 ‘ains the Saint Eraiuds River 
was impassable, and they were compelled to remain at Bloomlield some 
two or three days. Information having been received Irom tlie com¬ 
manding othcer* of the Saint Louis District that a (piantity of arms 
wer(‘ secreted on Horse Island near the Arkansas line, I ordered Major 
R()])bins to proceed there at once with his command and fifty men from 
th(^ ])()st of Bloomlield, being detachments of Second Cavalry Misvsouri 
State Militia, and sixth months’ volunteers. Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
making the whole strength of the command 100 men. The expedition 
m<‘t with blit little resistance, and having thoroughly searched Horse 
Island and s(*oured the country thereabout, finding neither arms nor 
ammunition, returned to Bloomfield, having killed 1 (‘ax>tain, L lieuten¬ 
ant, and 0 men, capturing 1 luisoner and 20 horses, with no cavsualty 
on our side. In the meantime, agreeable to my orders, Captain Coch¬ 
ran, commanding company six months’ volunteers, Enrolled Missouri 
Militia, marched from Dallas with fifty men of his company to Poplar 
Blufi', with instructions to report to Major Robbins at that pla(‘e. 
Captain Ooclirau on his arrival at the bluff communicated with Major 
Robbins at Indian Pord on the Saint Francis River. Finding Moijor 
Robbins unable to cross his command, I ordered Captain Cochran to 
return to Dallas at his leisure, thoroughly scouting the country as he 
went. He then mar(*hed to the Ash Mills, finding six guerrillas, killing 
4.of the number, 2 escaping. He captured their horses and arms. He 
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took prisoner one conscript, \rlio, attempting to escape, was sliot by the 
guard. He also routed other bands of guerrillas, killing 2 and cap¬ 
turing their horses; thence returned to Dallas, having killed in all 7 
guerrillas, cai)tured 12 horses, 2 Enfield rifles and 8 common i ifies. The 
whole expedition thus resulting in the killing of 15 guerrillas, capturing 
1, and 32 horses, several stand of arms, and iouting several bands ot 
ro])beis. 

1 have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

J. IL UOGERt:^, 

^ ColonvU Vommundbuj, 

Erig. Gen. Thomas Ewinu, Jr., 

Commandhuj ^ahit Lonin Disfrlcty LouIh^ Mo. 


DECEMBEE 21, 1864-JANXJAEY 5, 1866.—Expedition from Memphis, 
Tenn., to destroy the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad, with engagements at 
Verona, Miss. (25th), and at Egypt, Miss. (28th). * 

No. 1.—Mnj.Cileii. Etl'^ard R, {rs, CanL^, U. S. Arin,>, poiinnandnig Military Division 
of Wtst Mississippi. 

No. 2.—Maj. Gen. Napoleon J. T. Dana, IT. S. Arnn, eomniandiii^; Department oi 
Mississippi. 

No. li.—Maj. (U‘U. (^adwalluder 0. Waslibnin, IT. S. Aiiii>, eonmiandiiig Disfri< t of 
Vi(lvsl)nii». 

No. 4.—hrig. Geii. Benjaniiii IT. (hieison, I\ S. Annj, comniaiidiiig Oavalr\ Division, 
Department of Mississippi. 


NTo. 1. 

Meport of Maj. Gen. Udicard B. S. Canhjj^ TJ. R Anny^ commanding 
MlUfarij Division of West Mlsslsslp 2 )l. 

ITdqrs. Military Division of West AIississippi, 

I{ew Orleans^ La.^ Jannanj ^s, 7 (Sy;/7. 
General: General Grierson aiTivod vith his command to a pla<*e 
within a few miles from Vicksburg on the evening of the 4th. The 
expedition has been perfectly successful. The following are the par¬ 
ticulars received: About 100 miles of the Mobile and Oliio liailroad 
have been destroyed, together with nine locomotives, Eight hun¬ 
dred prisoners captured, with nearly horses emough to mount Ihem all. 

E. E. S. OANEY, 

Major-Qe^ieral^ Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. 11. W. Halleck, 

Chief of Htajf of the Aryyiy^ Washington., 1). 0. 


m. 2 . 

Eeporis of Maj. Gen. JSfapoleon J. T. Dana, U. aV. Army, coyymayidlyig 
^ Departmeyyt of Mississqypi- 

^ Memphis, Tenn., Jamiary d, if^on. 
General : I have information from the exiiedition sent by me against 
the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad as late as Deeember 27. On that day it 
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was ibur miles below Okoloiia, liaving destroyed the road fiom Booii- 
ville to that point. The camp of Forrest’s dismounted men at Yerona 
was surprised on Christmas night and dispersed. Six commissioned 
officers and 20 men were captured. Three hundred army wagons, 4,000 
new carbines, two trains of 32 cars, and very large amounts of ammu¬ 
nition, commissary and quartermaster stores destroyed. Twenty-nine 
bridges, large (piantities.of trestle-work, and many miles of tra<*k 
thoroughly destroyed. Kot a man lost up to that time, and the expedi¬ 
tion ])rogressing* in line sinrits. The enemy reported concentrating in 
their front. 

N. J. T. BAKA, 

31 ajar-(}mera /, (Umm<indIng. 

Maj. Ccn. Tl. W. riALLEOK, 

(lilef of 


IIeadqxtarters DePARTjVIENT of the Mtssisistppt, 

3Iem][)hlii^ Temn,^ January 18G5, 

1 liave the gratifying opportunity of reporting the result of another 
V(a*y sn<*cessful expedition to the major-general commanding. 

Th(^ (*avalry expedition sent by mo from this ])oint against the Mobile 
and Ohio I'ailroad has reached Vicksburg in safety and in good condi¬ 
tion, with a])out550 iirisoners, 1,000 negi*oes, and<s6o Iioims and mules. 
General (Jrierson lias just arrived here and his for('e will follow as fast 
as transiiortation can be xmocured. When his brigad(^ (*ommanders 
arrive and I receive his report 1 will forward it to you. Meanwhile 1 
give you the following outline of the work done: 

The <‘X])editi()ii left here on the 2lst December in wi‘otched weather, 
about 3,300 strong, and moved directly east, threatening Oorintlu 
l)(‘ta<*hnienis w^ere sent out which cut the telegraidi from Grand Juik*- 
lion to Corinlh, and also <*ut it and destroyed four bridges between 
Ilooneville and Guntowm on the Mobile and Ohio road. The main 
(*olumn then movcMl rapidly on Tupelo, and on Christmas night sur¬ 
prised, (‘aptured, and dispersed Forrest’s dismounted camp at Yerona. 
Here they (*a])tured G otli(‘ers and 20 men, destroyed two trains of six- 
t(‘en <‘ars, (‘a(*h loaded wdth new wagons, pontoons, suiiplies, &(*., for 
Hood; burned 300 army wagons, most of wdiich had been captured 
from ^tui’gis; destroyed 4,000 new English carbines, which were tor 
Forrest’s (*ommand, and large amounts of ordnance stores and ammu¬ 
nition, with (piartermaster stores, and commissary stores for Uood’s 
army. From Verona the command moved vSouth along the line of the 
road, d(‘stroying it thoroughly to a point between Egypt and Prairie 
Stations. 

At Okolona telegrams were taken from the wires from Lieutenant- 
Gen(U‘al Taylor and JVlajor-General Gardner, ordering Egypt to be held 
at all hazards, and premising re-enforcements fr'om Mobile and other 
])oints. On the morning of the 28th the enemy was attacked at Egypt, 
(fr^neral Grierson reports them about 1,200 strong with infantry, cav¬ 
alry, and four guns on platform cars. Two trains, loaded with infan¬ 
try, under Crardner, w^eve in sight when the attack was made, A force 
was throwm betw^een them and the garrison, and Gardner had the mor¬ 
tification to see his friends disiiersed after a fight of two hours and the 
stockade carried by assault, and its defenders, to the number of about 
GOO, (‘ax>turecl. The rebel Brigadier Gholsou was among the killed. 
Another train of 14 ears was destroyed here. The command was now 



1000 


LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. 


iChap LIIl. 


encumbered with ao many prisoners and animals that, T\dtli the hostile 
force in Irout, itAvas iiseless to think longer of going to Cahawba* 
Accordingly the column tiumed west and southwest, through Houston 
and Bellefontaine, to the Mississippi Central Eailroad, striking it at 
Winona. A detachment was sent to Bankston, which destroyed the 
large and valuable factories which worked 500 hands to supply the 
rebel army with cloth, clothing, and shoes; large quantities of ivool, 
cloth, and leather v erc^ destroyed. A detachment was sent to Grenada, 
which destroyed the new machine shops and all public property in the 
place. A brigade was sent south from Grenada, under Colonel Osband, 
which destroyed the road and telegraph for thirtydive miles, and then 
met a brigade of the enemy iiiiderWirt Adams, at Franklin, charged 
and drove them from the tiekl, leaving 25 of their dead on the ground. 
The troops arrived at Vicksburg on the 5th of rJ an nary. About forty 
miles on each road is destroyed, including a large number of bridges, 
telegraph depots, switches, turn-tables, and Avater-tanks, 4 serviceable 
locomotives, and 10 which were undergoing repairs, about 100 ears, a 
pile-driver and engine, 700 fat hogs, very large amounts of corn and 
w’'heat, and 1,000 stand of new aims at Egypt, in addition to the 4,000 
destroyed at Verona. I believe this exi)edition, in its damaging results 
to the enemy, is second in importance to none during the war. So soon 
as the cavalry is suffidently recruited, I wnll execute the orders I have 
received from you relative to Madison and Carroll Parishes, La. I shall 
immediately dispatch AYinslow’s command to Louisville according to 
former orders, hut as Hood and Forrest are both reported at Corinth, 
and will be com])elled to do tl ’rcf for relief, it really appears to 
me that force is required here i... s-m • ..i i north of the Tennessee, 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, 

N. J. T. 1)AKA, 

Major- (rCHf rah 

Lieut, ('ol. C'. T. Christensen, 

• Asfit Adjt. Gohy Militari/ J>iriiiion of bcA/ MississipjjL 


No. 3. 

Report of Maj. Oni, CadwaUader C. WashJmrn U. H. Army^ aomwand- 
in(j District of Vlcl'shara, 

IIeab<^ttarters District op VicKSBXTRa, 

Vlchshiiry^ Mlss,^ January 5, 1865, 

General : The cavalry ex])edition under Brigadier-General Grierson 
sent, out from Memphis about the 20th ultimo arrived herein good 
order to-day. Tlie expedition has been a complete success. Th(\y 
struck the Alobile and Ohio railroad, ])etw^cen Boonville and Guntowil, 
and passed down the line of the road, destroying it as they went, as 
far south as Egypt Station. At this last place they captui‘ed over 500 
prisoners, and mortally wounded Brigadier-General Gholson. They 
(*ai>tured and destroyed 300 army w'agouvs, 4,000 new carbines, an im¬ 
mense amount of ammunition, two trains of cars, and a large amount 
of commissary and quartermaster’s stores. Leaving the Mobile and 
Ohio road at Egypt, the command swept acx'oss the State, striking the 
Mississippi Central Eailroad below Grenada, and destroying it for about 
tliirty miles. At Grenada a number of locomotives and a large num¬ 
ber of cars; at Bankston cloth and shoe factories, employing over 500 
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liandir^, were destroyed. Tlie whole affair has ])een most successful, and 
reflects great credit on Brigadier-G-eneral Grierson for the skill and 
dash with which it was executed. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

G. G. WASHBUHlsr, 

Major- General, 

Maj. Gen. E. E. S. Canby, 

(\nitin(tn*liitif Military Dirision of MiHsissipjn, 


NTo. 4. 

Brig, Gen, Benjamin H, Grierson^ TJ, 8. Army^ commanding Cavalry 
Biviaion^ Department of MiasiHuliypL 

Hdqrs. G/Av. lliv., Department op the Mississippi, 

Memphin^ Tenn,^ tfamiary . 9 , 1865, 

Sir: 1 have just returned from an important and highly vsuecessful 
expedition against the lines of the enemy^s (jonimunic^ations and liis 
stores in Mississippi. The task was accomplished by a command 
which was inferior, both in organization and numbers, consisting, in a 
great part, of detachments of regiments which were heretofore under 
my command, but the greater portion of which were recently transferred 
to Middle Tennessee. I beg leave to state that a few months sin<*e 1 
was in command of a division of fifteen r(‘gimeiits of cavalry, whi(*h 1 had 
succeeded after much labor in organizing and eqnii)ping in a manner 
vsecond to no body of cavalry in the IJ. {S. service, as will be seen by refer- 
en(*e to the reports of the inspector-general, District of West Tennessee. 
One by one these regiments have been taken from my command and 
transferred to other officers in Middle Tennessee, Arkansas, and IVlis- 
souri, until but a mere shadow of my former splendid command remains. 
With this r have attemi)ted and succeeded in a hazardous exj)edilion 
at a period when roads and vstreams were considered almost iinjiassable. 

I further take the liberty of expressing my belief tluit the emergemu'es 
ill Middle Tennessee, Arkansas, and Missouri have (‘eased, and as 
Irom the most rcdiable and re(ient r(‘ports the army of General Hood 
has falhui back and concentrated near Gorinth, I believe Miuniiliis, 
or some other ])oint on the Mississijipi Eiver, to be favorable for the 
(ioncentration of cavalry in order to operate successfully against tlie 
(Miemy’s lines of comiuunmation in the West, the river Ixung a mu(*.h 
more (efficient, agent than railroads for the transportation of forage and 
otlnu suiiplies ne<*eSvSary for the simcessful ma'Mgi-im-ni i»f (*avalry. 

1 rcsiiec.tfully and earnestly recpiest that 1 be allowed to selee.t from 
my old (‘oinmand ten or twelve regiments of (javalry, to be organized 
into a division and concentrated at Memphis, or any other point the 
Department may think best, with a view of o])erating in battle against 
the enemy, or in raids against liis railroads, dejiots, and arsenals. The 
regiments whicdi I would select arc as follows: Sixth, Seventh, and 
Kiiith Illinois 5 Second, Third, and Fourth Iowa; Tenth Missouri, 
Seventh Kansas,* Third Micdiigan, and any others which might be 
assigned to me. With most of these regiments I have been identified 
as commander for the past eighteen months. With them, iiroperly 
organized and equipped, 1 would be willing to undertake the dCvStruc- 
tion of every railroad and arsenal and depot of siiiiplies in possession . 
of the enemy. 
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Trusting that my puvst and fntuie rec*ord may justify the Department 
in considering favorably this request, 1 am, sir, most respectfully, your 
obedient servant. 

B. IT. GETEESOF, 

Br Itja dier-0 en era L 

Adji tint (Veneral it. S. Army, 

Washingtonj />. (\ 


DECEMBEK 23-24, 1864.—Expedition from Baton Eouge to Clinton, La. 

Report of Maj.John II. Ghjlnnirn^ Twelfth Illinois Oavalry. 

TTeadquarters Detachment Cavalry Division, 

Baton Range., Decemher ^5, 1801. 

General: I have the honor to submit the following report ot my 
expedition across the Amite River: 

Deft Baton Rouge, La., on the 23d instant at 2 p. m. with two eom- 
mivssioned officers and 100 men; inarched out on Olay Gert road to 
Harrell’s Ford on Amite River, sixteen miles from Baton Rouge; found 
the river too high to foid or swim. Commenced crossing my commaml 
on a dugoiit found on this river. Could only cross two horses at a 
time, and Avhen about one-half of my command were ferried across, the 
bottom Avas aeddentally knoehed out by one of the horses. I then 
marched my command u]) both sides of the Amite River and formed a 
junction at Benton Fold six miles from Harrell’s Ford. We found the 
river too high to ford and it wms impossible for nu^ to swim the balam-e 
of my command across. 1 then sent back the part of the command 
tliat was on this side of the river to Baton Rouge. I then marched tlu^ 
balance on the other side the Amite to Burlington Ferry, sixteen miles 
from Benton Ford and six miles from Williams’ Bridge; met a i)art of 
the rebel Col. Bob Hunter’s command between lUmton Ford and I>ur- 
lingtou Ferry; captured 4 i)iisoners; arrived at Bnilington Ferry at 4 
p. m. on the 24th instant. Found a large ferry-boat that could cross 
ten horses at a time. Crossed my command and marched to Bogan’s 
Ford on the Comite River, nine miles from Burlington Ferry. Ran 
across a gang of jayha\vkers, under command of Cajd. Bob Hooper, 
between Bogan’s Ford and Burlington Ferry, charged them and cap¬ 
tured 4 of them; arrived at Bogan’s Ford at 3 ]>. m. 24th instant, swmm 
my command across the Comite River, and marched to Baton Rouge. 
Learning from a negro that the rebel Lieutenant Brannan and Lieu¬ 
tenant Brown \vere at the house of Mr. Granville iherce, on Greenville 
Springs road, I charged up with a party of ten men and surrounded 
tlie place, capturing Lieutenant Brannan’s orderly and the lieutenant’s 
horse and equipments, also Lieutenant Brown’s horse and equii)ments, 
but could find nothing of the rebel officers. I am certain tiny .w(n‘(^ 
hid away in the house. Lieutenant Brannan is chief of all the r(4)el 
scouts in this district. Marched a distance of seventy miles, ca})tur(^d 
12 prisoners and killed 1 bushwhacker, captured 12 horses and 2 mulcts 
without the loss of a man. Sergt. George Rork, Eleventh New York 
Cavalry, Avas shot ])y a jayhawker through the hand. Sergeant Rork 
killed the JayhaAvker after he had shot him through the hand. Lieut. 
Philip Dougherty, of Earl’s command, deserves great praise foi* the 
service he rendered. His conduct was very brave and gallant. I did 
not learn of any large force being this^side of Clinton, La. It was re- 



CHAP.Lin.l SKIRMISH AT SYCAMORE SPRINGS, ARIZ. TER. 


1003 


ported tliat tlie rebel Colonel Scott had returned to (dinton Trith liis 
command. Arrived back at Baton Bonge at G p. m. 24th instant. 

1 have the honor to be, general, ^^eiy respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JOHN H. OLYBOUEN, 

Major, Commanding, 

Brigadier-General Benton, 

Comdg, District of Baton Bonge and Port Hudson, 


DECEMBER 24-25, 1864.—Scout from Pine Bluff to Richland, Ark., with 
skirmish (24th) near Richland. 

JReport of Lieut, Thomas Fitevenson, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, 

Pine Bluff, Ark., December J864. 

Sir: 1 have the honor to report that T took (^ominand of the escort 
to beef contractor as per youi* order, and started from post commissary 
at T) a. m. 24th. The escort <‘onsisted of nineteen men from Fifth Kan¬ 
sas Cavalry and twenty men from Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry. Pro 
ceeded by the i*iver road to the bayou at Doctor Waters^ idantation 
and found it too deep to ford. Constinicting a temporary floating 
bridge, <*rosse<l the bayou and drove the enemy's pickets from Eich- 
land. At the distaiu*e of nearly one mile below Eichland we saw a 
(*olumn of ih(^ enemy (about 100 men) moving down the river. On see¬ 
ing us they hailed. 1 returned and recrossed the bayou with theinten- 
lion oi* getting what cattle we could on this side. Halting a few 
minutes at Doctor Waters’ to feed, drove a few head of cattle from 
the vicinity of Doctor Waters’. Near Mrs. Atkins’ the advanc<‘ 
guard Avas fired on by a i>arty of the enemy posted in a gin-house and 
Ixdiind some fallen timber. We returned the fire and soon drove the 
emnny across a narroAv field to the timber beyond, capturing 1 prisoner 
Ixdonging to the Twenty-first Texas Cavalry. Fearing they would 
throw a force above the bridge at Mrs. Atkins’ to cut us off from town, 
I moved up above the bridge. The enemy did not pursue us farther, 
r reached camp at G p. m. Our loss was 1 man killed, JMvate Thomas 
King, Company B, Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry. 

TUGS BTEVENSON, 

Second Lieut,, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, Comdg, Fseort, 

• Lieut. B. Monte Cambern, 

Aeiing Assistant Adjutant-General, 


DECEMBER 26,1864-JANirARY 1, 1865.—Expedition against Indians in 
Central Arizona, with skirmish (January 1) at Sycamore Springs, Ariz. 
Ter. 

Report of Lieut. Samuel Jj, Barr, Fifth If, 8, Infantry, ^ 

IlEADiiXTARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTHERN ARIZONA, 

Fort Whipple, Aris, Ter., Jamiary f 1865. 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Department of New Mexico, Santa Fe,!!, Mex.: 

Captain: 1 have the honor to inclose herewith the report of First 
Lieut. Bamuel L. Barr, Fifth TJ. S. Infantry, of a scout after Indians. 
1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. L. ANDEESON, 

Captain, Fifth U. 8. Infantry, Commanding Post. 
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Eeport of scout a^>'aiiiHt Ai)ac*lie Indians, Company F, Fiftli U. S. 
Infantry, and detacLnient of First FTew Mexico Cavalry Yolunteers, 
commanded Ly First Lieut. Samuel L. Barr, Fifth U. 8. Infantry, from 
Fort Wliip])le, Ariz. Ter., i)ursuant to Special Orders, ISTo. 08, Becom- 
])er 

De<‘eml)er liO, 11 o’clock, left Fort Whip])le, Ariz. Ter.; cam]>ed at 
Bed Jvo<*k; divStauce, six miles. Wood, Avatev, and ^rass in abundance. 
Fine day. Loads muddy; 1.30 o’clock. 

December 37, 7.30 o’clock, traveled t^velve miles on Woolsey’s road. 
Oam]>ed in a dry <Teek. Wood scar(*e. Phmty of snow on the banks. 
Grass ^>ood. Fine day. Weather moderate. Load very muddy; 12 
o’clock. 

December 38, 7 o’(dock, left the road at Woolsey’s ranch; took an 
old Indian trail directly ea^st of the raiudi and (‘onsiderably to the 
ri 4 >*ht of Chaves Cut-Off, Crossed the mountains; followed the trail 
on until we stru<*k the Fria. Here ve <‘ami)e(l by some cotton¬ 

woods; distance, thirteen miles. Wood, water, and ^;Tass in abun¬ 
dance; 13 o’clock. Ho signs of Indians. 

December 30, 7 o’clock, continued on the trail along*the same stream. 
(^ain])ed near a very high bluff on the right of the trail. This peak, as 
near as I can Judge, is from 150 to 300 feet high; quite easy to ascend 
from either the west or north sides. Upon the highest i^oint of this 
peak I found where there had been many years ago (]uite a large forti¬ 
fication. Evidently quite a number liave inhabited this i)lac<\ Tlie 
walls are built of rock, and some of them are in still good order; others 
have been torn down, i)erhaps by Indians. From tln^ to]) of this you 
can see for hundreds of miles around. 1 named this Azt(‘<i IN^ak. I)is- 
tance, twelve miles. Wood, water, and gravss in abnndanc(^ ISIo signs. 
Weather still fine; 13 o’clock. 

December 3>0, C).45 o’clock, left the Agua Fria to our right, (iontin- 
ued upon trail until it be(‘ame so dim that wt* were unable to k(‘(q) it. 
any longer. Travehnl considerably south of <‘ast over rolling prairie. 
Sent out a few men in advance to look out for signs; 8 o’dock re])orted 
Indian signs some two days old. Followed them <Iown a dry (‘rcudv for 
about three miles, where they then struck off to the left and in the 
direction of the San Francisco Liver. Having no one along that was 
at all acquainted with tlie country, I concludcMl it was best (as onr 
mules were very tired and thirsty) to goon a few miles farther down 
this creek to find water; 10 o’clock we first struck the cattle tracks, 
together with two mule tracks. Followed upon their trail until we 
struck a jdace under a high bluff of rocks, where liny have made a 
cami) and roasted a mule. The creek runs about fifty yards from the 
])oint of these rocks and to the west. They left nolhiiig of the mule 
but the hoofs. Tludr trail then took a straiglit course toward the head 
of Ash Creek. The country from there being so o])en I <*,onchided I 
would keep down in this creek until 1 found water. Six mihss from 
the point of rocks I struck a large grove of eotton woods and camped. 
Wood, water, and grass in abundance. In many plac(‘S tln^ grass was 
very green; the buds on the trees were also swelling. Distan(‘(‘, fifteen 
miles; 13 o’clock. Weather uncomfortably warm, 

De(*mber31,3 ]>. m., traveled in a northeast direction. (Crossed 
dowui ill quite a large canon, through which a stream had once flowed, 
<*alled by the guide as Willow Creek. Followfed iq) this for about three 
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iiiiles, then took across in a southeast direction until we came to a fine 
stream of water, distance four miles, and at this water we found where 
the Indians had crossed the cattle. 0 o’clock, stopped for lunch. 11 
o’clock, packed up. Directly soutli of east from this water, down in a 
very deep ravine, we found five wigwams. At this place they liad 
killed the other mule and butchered a steer. Plenty of water in this 
ravine. We kei)t iiiiou their trail, which took across the stream and 
went along under the edge of a hill for about one mile up the stream, 
then turned sharp to the right and took up over the liill and traveled 
due south until we struck another small stream. We traveled u]) 
this stream for about four miles until we (*ame to where they had 
crossed. The traciks w'ere about three days old. Camped at this 
stream. Wood, water, and gTass in abundance. 4 o’clock, distance, 
twenty-one miles*, weather warm. 

January 1, 7.;30 o’clock: 10 o’clock halted at some sxmings wiiich I 
called Sycamore Springs, twelve miles from last camp. Wood, water, 
and grass in abundance. 12 o’<‘lock, surprised an Indian camp; killed 
4 and recaptured 2 steers, but 1 of the Indians es(*aiped. We would 
liave gotten more had not iny guide been mistaken in the smoke. When 
he first saw it he Avas under the imx)ressioii tlnit the smoke came froju 
the top of the hill and that the Indians had seen him and were signal-' 
ing. Thinking ev(Tything was lost, and that perhaps he might get a 
shot at the Indian making the smoke, he made a rush to the plaee 
Avhere he thought the smoke waseoming from, and in doing so, a s(iuaw 
Avho was on the hills saAV him and gave the alarm in their camp. They 
made a disspeunte efibrt to g(^t aAvay, but w<* were too close ni)on tliein. 
When we cam(‘/ upon them they were evidently making great prex)a ra¬ 
tions for a largo feast. Tiny had just butchered a line steer and had 
just started a m(\seal x>it, Avhicli caused somu(‘h smoke. After destroy¬ 
ing everything they had, took ot1‘ directly east from there toward a 
large canon. Camx)ed 2 o’clock; wood, water, and grass in abundance. 
The next day we marched six miles, direction north, to fcSycamore Creek; 
<*ani])ed; Ibuiid wood, water, and grass. A few miles ux) this creek we 
(bund (in a (iafion some 200 fc(‘t d<^ep and about 100 fe(*t from to]> to 
top) a large'/ (*ave some thirty or forty feet deex). At this x)la(*e they 
had killed threM'/ stee'rs. Tlu' third tiny killed, Horn all appearan(*es, 
tlu'/ night ])efore. Something frightem'd them and they h'ft almost all 
of it behijul. No doubl but that the Indian that escape'd the day be¬ 
fore gave them tlie alarm. This x>lace has evidently bei'ii a great haunt 
for the Indians. I am under the impi'ession that if about in two months 
from this time, a ])arty is vseut out iu that (lm*ctiou they may bo able 
to find th(*m baek there. Through tlie whole coiintiy that I ])assed 
over on this vseont 1 have never S('en anything to e(|iial it as far as graz¬ 
ing is eoiK'erned. Well watered, and I’ll venture to say almost all 
the year round. The country is so much cut u]), and being so many 
hiding-i)laces that it Avill take at least four companies (divided uj) in 
X>arties of twenty men ea(*li) to subdue lhes(‘ Indians. It could be ar¬ 
ranged iu siKih a manner that* the Indians would have no rest, and iu 
six months I will v('nture to say that they would sue for x)eaec. These 
are merely suggestions. As it is almost impossible to scout in this sec¬ 
tion of country at x^i‘esent without pro])er guides, I would resx)ectfully 
recommend for your consideration MessTs. Cooler, Eice, and Often. 
Tlu'se a]*c reliable, energetic men and take ai>i)arent great interest iu 
assisting in all their x><>wer to drive these thieving Indians from a 
country like tliis, which is so imiuenscly rich iu almost every mineral. 
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I would also suggest, in order to facilitate matters more, tliat the pack- 
covers be i^ainted a dark brown color. They would attract less atten¬ 
tion and could be seen from a much less distance than the white. 

SAML. L. BARK, 

First Lieutenant^ Fifth U. S. Infantry^ Commanding 8eout. 


DECEMBER 30, 1864.—Skirmish near Caruthersville, Mo. 

Report of Goh John B. Rogers^ Second Missotiri 8tate Militia Cavalry, 

Gape Giraudeau, Mo., Becemher 1864. 
General : A party of guerrillas made their appearance some fifteen 
miles below Caruthersville. They were pursued by a detachment from 
that place, and 1, named Potter, was killed, 2 horses cai)tured. More 
would have been killed, but the noise made by horses on frozen ground 
gave them notice, and they fled. 

J. B. ROGERS, 
Colonel^ Commanding. 

General EwiNO. 



ALTERI^ATE PESIGN AT lONS 


OP 

OEG-ANIZATIONS MEl^TIONED IE THIS YOLHME." 


Adair’s (William P.) Indians, Indian Troops, Confederate, 2d lietjmtnt, Cli&t'O- 
lee. 

Adams’ Company. (Olllcial dcbii»nation not ot record.) See Captain Jdams. 
Adams^ (C. Powell) Cavalry. He(‘ Edwin -1. 0. IlateWs Cavalrij, post. 

Adams’ (R. H.) Cavalry. See Mibsouri Troops, Confederate, 12th licffnnent (iShanls^). 
Adamson’s (CharlcH) Cavalry. 8oo IVUeonsin Trooxis, M Itcfjimcnt. 

Allen’s (John D.) Infantry. See Missouri Troox)s, Vidon^ 7th lltgimtut, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Allen’s (W. Irving) Infantry. ^vui'MassaGliusetls Troops, Slst Pegiment. 

Anderson’s (William L.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Anthony’s (Scott J.) Cavalry. Sec Colorado Troo 2 >s, 1st Itegiment. 

A.yers‘ (William) Infantry. See Xew Mexico Trooj)s, ht Pcginient. 

BabePs (Milton D.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, loth liegiment. 
Bailey’s (John C.) Cavalry. Arkansas Troox)s, Union, 3djieginient. 

Baldwin’s (Horace W.) Cavalry.t See Colorado Troops, 1st liegimait. 

BaUew’s (William B.) Cavalry. See AHbsonri Troops, Union, 7tk Itegiment, State 
Militia. 

Bancroft’s (Asa R.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 17th Pigiment. 

Bancroft’s (Edwin) Artillery. See Union Troops, Colored, .2d lUgimeni, Battery E. 
Barker’s (Edgar A.) Cavalry. Sec Kansas Troox)s, 2d Htgimenf. 

Barkley’s (Frank) Cavalry. S6e Missouri Troops, Union, Ist Jtegiment, 7<laie Militia. 
Barnett’s (Timothy) Indians. Soo Indian Troox^s, Confederate, Jd lieginunt, Creek. 
Bechand’s (Adolph) Cavalry. See Illinois Troox)s, IStli Itegiment. 

Beckman’s (Edward) Infantry, Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

BehlendorjETs (Frederick) Cavalry. S<‘c Illinois Troops, loth Itegiment. 

Bell’s (James M.) Indians, Soq Indian Troox)s, Confederate, 1st Itegiment, Cherokee. 
Benecke’s (Lonis) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, oJth Itegiment, Provisional 
Enrolled MUilia. 

Benton’s (Thomas O.) Artillery, Lonisiana Troops, Confederate. 

Bemey’s (Josi'idi) Cavalry. See New Merieo Troox)s, 1st Itegiment. 

Beveridge’s (John L.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troox)s, 17th Begimenf. 

Bishop’s (All)ert W.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Black’s (Thomas Gr.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troox)s, Union, dd Itegiment. 
Blackwell’s (Y. II.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 5ih Regiment (Gor- 
don^s). 

BlaiPs (William D.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State 
MiUHa. 

Blocher’s (William D.) Artillery. S(‘o Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Bolin’s Gruerrillas. (Oflieial d(*Hignation not of record.) See- Bolin. 

* Ilef(‘rcnc(‘s, iiidoss otljorwisc inthcaierl, are to index following, 
t Temi)oranly coninamdiug. 
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Boone’s (R. M.) Artillery. See Louisiana Troo^ys, Confederate, 

Booth’s (Henry) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops^ 11th Legimenf. 

Booth’s (William) Cavalry. See Kansas Trooxis, lltli llcgiment. 

Border Cavalry (Bonrland’s). See Texas Troox)s, Confederate. 

Bourbon County Militia. See Kansas Troox)s, 

Bourland’s (James) Cavalry. See-Border Cavalry, ante. 

Boutell’s (Lewis H.) Infantry. Sec Missouri Traojis, Union, 4Sth itegiment. 

Bowen’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See- Bowen. 

Bowen’s (Leavitt L.) Cavalry. See Colorado Trooxys, 3d Reginient. 

Brackett’s (Alfred B.) Cavalry. See Minnesota T)‘oox>s. 

Briscoe’s Company. (Official designation not of record.) Sec- Briscoe. 

Brown’s (Buck) Command. (Official designation not of record.) See Buclc Brown. 
Brown’s (Henry B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Trooxis, Union, oth Reginient, State 
Militia, 

Brown’s (Najmleon B.) Infantry. See Missouri Trooxys, Union, Sod Reginient, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Brown’s (Sayles) Infantry, See Missouri Ty'ooxys, Union, Isl Battalion, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Bruce’s (James H.) Indians. See Indian Trooxys, Union, Jd Regiment, Home Guards. 
Brumfield’s (William) Infantry. See Missom'i Ti'ooxys, Union, Sod Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Bucksath’s (Henry) Infantry. See Missoiui Trooxys, Union, 33th Regiment, Provis- 
monal Enrolled Militia. 

Bmrbridge’s (John Q.) Cavalry. See Missouri Trooxys, Coyifederaie, 4th Regimoit. 
Burch’s (Milton) Cavalry. See Missouri Trooxys, Uyiion, Sth Regiment, State Militia, 
Burnet’s (James) Sharpshooters. See Texas Trooxys, Confederate, Ist Battalion. 
Butler’s (James G.) Cavalry. See Michigan Trooxys, 3d Regiment. 

Bywater’s (R.H.) Infantry. Missouri Trooxys, Union, 82(1 Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Calkins’(Elias A.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Ty'oox>s, 3(1 Regiment. 

Cameron’s (Duncan) Cavalry. See Kew Yoi'lc T)'oox>s, 2(1 Regiment (Uetei'an). 
Cameron’s (Hugh) Cavalry. See Ai'lcansas Trooxys, Union, 2(1 Regiment. 

Camp’s (George A.) Infantry. See Minnesota Trooxys, Sth Reghnent. 

Campbell’s (William J.) Infantry. See Iowa Trooxys, lith Reginient. 

Cantrell’s (D. W.) Infantry. See Missoui'i Ti'ooxys, Union, 34th Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Carlton’s (Charles H.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Trooxis, Confederate. 

Carmichael’s (Eagleton) Cavalry. See Illinois Troojys, loth Regiment. 

Carpenter’s (Robert) Cavalry. See Wisconsin l>oox)s, 3d Regunent. 

Carroll County Militia, Infantry, Missouri Troops, Uyiion, G5lh Regiment, En¬ 
rolled Militia. 

CarroU’s (Joseph A.) Cavalry. See Texaf Troops, Confederate, 20th Regiment. 
Carson’s (N.) Cavalry. See Border Cavalry {BourlatuVs), ante. 

Cassairt’s (Jacob) Cavalry. See xMissouri Ti'ooxys, Union, Sth Regiment, State Militia. 
Catherwood’s (Edwin C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Ti'oops, Union, J3th Regiment: 
also 67/i Regiment State Militia. 

Chapin’s (Charles H.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Colored, 3(1 Regiment. 

Chapman’s (Augustus H.) Infantry. See Illinois Trooxis, 54th Regiment. 

Chappel’s (Harmon T.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Colored, 2d Regiment, Battery E. 
Charveaux’s (Ferdinand) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Sth Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Chekote’s (Samuel) Indians. See Indian Ti'ooxys, Confederate, 1st Regiment,, Creek. 
Chicago Artillery. Illinois Troops, Ist Regimeyit, BaiUry B. 

Chitwood’s (Richard G.) Cavalry, See Missouri Troops, Union, Sth Regiment, SAatc 
Militia, 
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Chrysler’s (Morgan H.) Cavalry. Soe JS^ew To?'!: Troo})Sj Regiment ( Veteran). 
Claflin’s (Nelson II.) Infantry, Michigan Troops, IMh Regiment. 

Clarkes (Joliu M.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, RM Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Clark's (William 13.) Cavalry. Heo Kansas Troopts, IJth Regiment. 

Cloudl's (William F.) Cavalry. Hee Kansas Troops, 2(1 Regiment. 

Clowney's (John) Infantry. Bco If'i scon sin Troops, JOth Regiment. 

Clybourn’s (John II.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, IJth Regiment. 

Coates' Company. (Otlicial designation not of record). Sco- Uoalis. 

Cochran's (John E.) Infantry. Hoe Missouri Troops, Union, Enrolled Miliiui. 
Coffee’s (John T.) Cavalry. Sec Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Colbert’s (J.) Indians. Sco Indian Troops, Confederate, JsL Regiment, Chichandiv. 
Coleman’s (AV. 0.) Infantry. Sco Jrl'ansas Troops, Confederate, Kith Regiment. 
Colley’s (PaltiMi) Infantry. Sco Missouri Troops, Union, Jlst Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Collins' Band. (Oflicial designation not of record.) See- Collins. 

Collins’ (Ei<;hard A.) Artillery. Se(‘ Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Colton's (Gustavus A.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, r>th Rcffiinent, Militia. 

Conly's (John A.) Regiment. (Oflicial designation not of record.) See John A.Conly^ 
Connor’s (Jacob D.) Artillery. S<‘e Richard J. Collins’ Jr tiller g, ante. 

Cook’s (A. V.) Cavalry. Sec Arkansas Troox>s, Confederate. 

Cornay's (Floriau 0.) Artillery. S(»e Raint Marges Cannoneers,post. 

Cosgrove’s (Patrick) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Code’s (Jacob 13.) Infantry. See Missouri T'roops, Union, Slst Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Cox’s (Samuel P.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, oJd Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Crabtree’s (J. W.) Infantry, Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 4Gth Regiment. 
Craigue’s (Nelson F.) Cavalry. See IViseonsin Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Cram’s (De Witt C.) Cavalry. See loica Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Cramers (Joseph A.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, Jst Regiment. 

Ci'andall’s (Eli J.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Uniou, 62(1 Reginumt, Enrolled 
Mila i a. 

Crandall’s (Lee) Infantry. See Arkansas Troop>s, Confederate, 47th Regiment. 
Crawford’s Company. (Oflicial designation not of record.) See Captain Crawford. 
Crawford’s (John D.) Infantry. Sco Missouri Troops, Union, 40th Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Crawford’s (William A.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Cree’s (Theodore G.) Cavalry. Sec Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Crescent Infantry. Sect Louisiana Troops, (Confederate. 

Crittenden’s (Thomas T.) Cavalry. Sec Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Curran’s (Sterrit M.) Cavalry. Sue Xehraska Troops, 7st Regitnent. 

Curtis' (Orren A.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troopis, l/ifh Regiment, 

Curtis' (Samuel S.) Cavalry. See (Colorado Troops, 2d R(>giment. 

Dale’s (Douglas) Cavalry, ^qq Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State Militia. 

Daruelle’s Guerrillas. (Oflicial dcsign.ation not of record.) Sec- JJarnelle. 

David's (James B.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 7ih Reginumt. 

Davies' (J. F.) Cavalry. Sqq Missouri Troops, Confodci'ate. 

Daviess County Militia. S <‘0 Missouri Troops, Union, 33d Regiment, Enrolled Militia. 
Davis’ (Berryman K.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, i3d Regiment. 

Davis' (Gurnsey W.) Cavalry. Sco Illinois Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Davis’ (James H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, SIst Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Davis’ (Nicholas S.) Infantry. See California Troops, 1st Regiment. 

(i4: ll Er—YOL XLI, PT I 
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Deagle’s (George) Infantry. See Missouri Troojis, Union, G5t% Regimenl, JSnroUtd 
Militia. 

Dee’s (Edward W.) Cavalry. See Iowa Trooj)s, dtli Begiment. 

De Morsels (Cliarles; Cavalry. See Texas Trooj)h, Co))fiderate, f30fh Rcgmcnt. 
Desha^s (John) Infantiy. Sgo Missouri Troo 2 )s^ Zh\on,4lh liujimcnI, Provisional Ku- 
rolled Militia. 

Deus’ (Charles) Cavalry. See JS^ew Mexico Troops, let Regiment. 

Dill’s (Daniel J.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, OOtli Regiment. 

Dinger’s (Franz) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, -17ili Reginunt. 

Dobbin’s (Archibald S.) Cavalry, Arl'ansas Troops, Confederate. 

Dodd’s Scouts. (Oiheial designation not of record.) See Capiain Dodd. 

Dodge’s (James H.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 9111 Raiierif. 

Downs’ (O. J.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, SOtli Regiment. 

Doyal’s (H. R.) Cavalry. (Ofticial designation not of record.) See ZZ, Zi*. Dogal. 
Drake’s (Samuel A.) Infantry, See Kansas Troops, 17th Regiment, 

Draper’s (Daniel M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 9th Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Drum’s (Clark) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Dnnn’s (Julius) Infantry. See Missouri Troojys, Union, dOili Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Dyer’s (David P.) Infantry. See JZi.ssomH Troops, Union, dBlli Regiment. 

Eayre’s (George S.) Artillery. Sec William D. McLahds Jr tiller}/, 2 )osi, 

Bdmiston’s (Robert) Infantry. See California Troops, Isi Regiment. 

Edwards’ (James W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 9dRegiment, Stale Militia. 
Edy’s (G. W.) Militia. (Official designation not of record.) Sec G. W. Mg. 
Eitzen’s (Charles D.) Infantry. See Troops, Union, o-ith Regiment, Enrolled 

Militia. 

Elliott’s (Benjamin) Cavalry, See Misso^iri Trooxm, Confederate, 1st Rigimenl. 
Elliott’s (Thomas M.) Infantry, See Union Troops, Colored, G3d lUgmeni. 
Ellsworth’s (Allen) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 7fh Regiment. 

Elmer’s (Edward P,) Cavalry. Sec Colorado Troops, Jd Regiment. 

Eppstein’s (Joseph A.) Cavalry. See«JZi 660 Mrfc Troops, Union, dih Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Erwin’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 13th Ilegimcnf 
(ShanW). 

Evans’ (William J.) Infantry. See JUtnois Troops, llSth Regiment. 

Evens’ (Isaac F.) Cavalry. Sec Colorado Troojys. Qd Reginunt. 

Eves’ (George P.) 3Cnfantry. See Bourho^i Count}/ Militia, ante. 

Penn’s (William P.) Infantry. See Missouri Troox^s, Union, 1st Rtgimenf, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Folsom’s (Simpson N.) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, Jd Regiment, Choe- 
taw, 

Forbes’ (William) Infantry. See Missou7'i Troox)s, Union, 43d Regiment. 

Ford’s (Barney) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Ford’s (JamesH.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Foreman’s (John A.) Indians. See Indian Troopts, Union, 3(1 Regiment, Home Cuards. 

Foss’ Regiment. (Official designation not of record.) See- Foss. 

Poster's (Melville U.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Uiion, 7th Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Fowkes’ (William E.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 70th Regiment, En¬ 
rolled Militia. 

Franc’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Franc. 
Freeman’s (Thomas R.) Cavalry. See Missouri T^'oops, Confederate. 

Frink’s (Edwin B.) Infantry. See California Troops, Sth Regiment. 

Pristoe’s (Edward T.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Con federate. 
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Fritz’s (Emil) Cavalry. Sco California Troops, IsL Iic{/imant. 

Pry’s (Jolin T. S.) Infantry. Soo Iowa Troops, iOlh Rc(jimenU 

Fuchs’ (E. William) Artillery, Missouri Troox)h, Vnion, livgimuii, Batiery C, 
Puller’s (Irving W.) Cavalry. Hqq JrJcansas Troojys, Lfnlon, Sd Reyimiut. 

Gale’s (Daniel Q.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Sith Regimeni, Unrolled 
Militia. 

Galligan’s (John) Cavalry. Sco Iowa Troops, Gtli Regiment. 

Gandolfo’s (John B.) Infantry. See Wew Fork Troops. 17Sth Regiment. 

Gano Guards, Cavali-y. See irUlhm G. JVekJds Cavalry, 2 >ost. 

Garth’s (Samuel A.) Cavaliy. See Missouri Troop>s, Union, Dili Regiment, State Militia. 
Gasconade County Militia, Infantry. See Missouri Troox)s, Union, 34th Reginunt, 
Enrolled Militia. 

Gibson’s (William E.) Artillery. See Texas Troops, ConfcdcraU. 

Gillette’s (Lee P.) Cavalry. Sco Kihraska Troops, 1st lUgiment. 

Glass’ Cavalry. (Official designation not ot‘ r<‘cord.) See- (Hass. 

Gonzales’(Joseph) Cavalry. See Confidcrate Troops, Rtgulars, lith Rtgimenf. 
Gordon’s (Anderson) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, ith Regiment. 
Gordon’s (B. Frank) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederal<, 5th Regiment, 
Gordon’s (William) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 14th Regiment, Militia. 
Gorham’s (Samuel A.) Cavalry. See California Troops, 1st Regiment, 

Goss’ (Benjamin F.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Goss’(Henry F.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, S7th Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Gould's (Nicholas 0.) Cavalry. So<i Texas Troops, Confederate, J3d Regiment. 

Gove’s (Greenville L.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Gravely’s (Joseph J.) Cavalry. See Missouri "Troops, Union, Sth Rtgunent, Btate 
Mililia. 

Green’s (William I.) Cavalry. Soa Arkansas Troox)s, Union, 4th Reginunt. 

Greene’s (Colton) Cavalry. Sec Missouri Troops, (Umfedirate, od Regiment, 
Greene’s (Henry A.) Infantry. Sco California Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Greene’s (William II.) Cavalry. Seo Colorado Troo}}s, 3d Regiment. 

Greeno’s (Harris S.) Cavalry, Arkansas Troops, Union, ith Regiment. 

Gi'egg’s (W. H.) Band. (Oldcial designation not of record.) Seo JV. II. Chegg. 
Gripaes’ (Johnl Infantry. Seo Missouri Troops, Union, 51si Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia, 

Grover’s (George S.) Volunteers. (Official designation not of record.) S(‘e (ieorge 
B. Grover. 

Gunter’s (Thomas M.) Cavalry. Soe Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Gurley’s (Edward J.) Cavalry. See Te.ias Troops, (Confederate, 30th Regiment. 
Gurney’s (Asa 1j.) Cavalry. Seo Xew York Troops, 2d Regiment ( Veteran). 
Hackett’s (Ephraim L.) Artillery. See Ulseonsin Troops, 1st Battery. 

Haden’s (Porter) Cavalry. Seo (California Troops, Isl Regiment. 

Hamilton’s (David) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 3d Reginunt. 

Haney’s (J. 11.) Engineers. Seo Confederate Troops, Regulars, Ist Battalion. 
Hardeman’s (William P.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 3hi Regiment. 
Harding’s ((dieslor, jr.) Infantry. Seo Missouri Troops, Union, 43d Regiment. 
H%rdy’s (David L.) Cavalry. See Colorado lYoops, Jst Regiment. 

Harmon’s (Henry W.) Cavalry. Sco Iowa Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Harrell’s (John M.) Cavalry, Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Harris’ (David M.) Artillery. Seo Richard J. Collins^ Arixllci'y, ante. 

Harris’ (S. S.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops. Confederate. 

Harrison’s (M. La Rue) Cavalry. Seo Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment 
Harrover’s (Benjamin F.) Infantry. Seo California Troops, oih Regiment. 

Hatch’s (Edwin A. C.) Cavalry. See Minnesota Troojis. 

Temporarily commauding. 
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Hawley^s (William) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, M Regiment. 

Haynes’ (D. C.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, ofh Regiment, Partisan. 
Head’s (J. W.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confcchrufc. 

Headlee’s (Samuel W.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Cth Regiment, Provis¬ 
ional Mnrolled Militia. 

Heatli’s (Sullivau) Cavalry. See California Troops, Ist Regiment. 

Hebard’s (William) Cavaliy. See Illinois Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Henslee’s (Marline C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, t<iate 
Militia. 

Hildebrand’s (Henry) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 10th Regiment, En¬ 
rolled Militia. 

Hill’s (Adam W.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troojys, 13th Regiment. 

Hill’s (Edgar P.) Infantry. See TFisconsin Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Hill’s (JoliuF.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, llh Region nt. 

Hiller’s (lliram M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troojis, Union, M Regiment, State Mili¬ 
tia. 

Hilliard’s (Hiram) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Hogan’s (A, C.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 10th Regiment, Militia. 

Hogane’s (James T.) Engineers. (Ofllcial designation not of roeord.) St‘(i James T. 
Hoganc. 

Hopkins’ (Homy) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Horn’s (Elisha) Cavalry. Sae Missouri Troojis, Union, 7th Regiment, /State Militia. 
House’s (Albert E.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, Gth Regiment. 

Houston’s (George M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Howell’s (Sylvanas) Artillery. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

Howk’s (Richard A.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Howland’s (George AV". ) Cavalry. See Union Troopi, Regulars, 3d Regiment. 
Hoyt’s (George H.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 13fh Regiment. 

Hubble’s (John B.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Hudson’s (Gilbert J.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Hudson’s (Joseph K.) Infantry. See Usiion Troops, Colored, 62d Regiment. 
Hudson’s (Richard) Infantry. See California Troops, 3th Regiment. 

Hughes’ (Eli) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Unio'i, Gth Regiment, State Militia. 
Hughey’s (W. M.) Artillery. Sec Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Humphreys’ (JohnT.) Artillery. See Roswell TV. Lee’s JrtiUerij, post. 

HrmtePs (DeAVittO.) Cavalry. See Missouri Trooxys, Confederate. 

Hunter’s (Samuel A.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 9th Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Hutchins’ G-uerrillas. (Official designation not of record.) S(‘e- Ifntehins. 

Hutchinson’s (John F.) Cavalry. See California Traojis, 1st Regiment. 

Hynson’s (H. C.) Artillery. See Texas Troojys, Confederate. 

Ing’s(Jolm) Cavalry. See Ti^ooim, Union, 3d Regiment. 

Ivory’s (AAT'illiam AA’".) Cavalry. See Xehrasla Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Jackman’s (Sidney D.) Cavaliy. See Missouri Trooxys, Confederate. 

Jackson’s (Andrew) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Jeffers’ (AVilliam L.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment. , 
Jennison’s (Charles R.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Johnson’s (Alexander S.) Infantry. See Kansas Trooxys, 13th Regiment, Militia. 
Johnson’s (Benjamin S.) Cavalry. See Missouri Ti^oops, Confederate, 3d Regiment 
(Greene’s). 

Johnson Coimty Militia; Infantry. See Kansas Troops, IStli Regiment. 

Johnson’s (Curtis) Cavalry. See Kansas Trooxys, 13th Regiment. 

Johnson’s (Rector) Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See Rector 
Johnson., 
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Johnston’s (Albert V. E.) Infantry. See Mmouri Troops, Union, 39th Begiment. 
Jones’ (Benjamin S.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troojis, 3d Begiment. 

Jones’ (John) Artillery. See Minnesota Troops, 3d Battery. 

Jones’ (Simon) Infantry. See Union Troojjs, Colored, 93d Begiment. 

Journal’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See- Journal. 

Julian’s (Stephen H.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Begiment, Battery I. 
Jumper’s (John) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion, Seminole. 
Kaiser’s (John B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3fli Begiment, State Mi¬ 
litia. 

Kauffman’s (Albert B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troojos, Union, lltli Begiment. 
Kelly’s (George W.) Cavalry. See J/iasowri Troops, Union, 4tli Begiment, State Mi¬ 
litia. 

Kelso’s (John R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Sih Begiment, State Militia. 
Kemper’s (William B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops. Union, 9lh Begiment, State 
Militia. 

Kennedy’s (Judson J.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Begiment. 

Kerber’s (Charles) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Begiment. 

Kerr’s (John T.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Begiment, State Militia. 
Ketner’s (James) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, IGth Begiment. 

King’s Company. (Official designation not of record.) See- King. 

King’s (Austin A., jr.) Cavalry. See Missouri Trooj)8, Union, Gilt Begiment, State 
Militia. 

Kingsbury’s (Ezra W.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, M Begiment. 

Kinsey’s (William B.) Infantry. See New Torh Troops, IGlst Begiment. 

Kitchen's (Solomon G.) Cavalry. See Missomi Troojys, Confederate, 7th Begiment, 
Knapp’s (Ehonezer) Cavalry. See Illinois Ti'ooj}s, 17th Begiment. 

Blnispel’s (Charles P.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4tli Begiment. 
Knowles’ (Daniel C.) Artillery. See Kansas Troops, 2d Battery. 

Kutznei*’s (Edward A.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 30th Begiment. 
Laing’s (John M.) Cavalry. See Kansas Trooxys, loth Begiment. 

Langhorne’s (Maurice M.) Cavalry. See Missouri. Troox)8, Confederate, 13th Begi¬ 
ment (ShaiM). 

Langston’s (William W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troojw, Union, 8th Begiment. 
Latimer’s (Mulford M.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 3d Begiment. 

Lawther’s (Rol)ert R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Trooxys, Confederate, 10th Begiment. 
Lazear’s (Bazel F.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troox)s, Union., IsiBegiment, State Militia. 
Ledger's (Henry P.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, Gth Begiment. 

Ledwick’s (Thomas) Cavalry. See Now York Trooxm, 3d Begiment ( Veteran). 

Lee’s (Roswell W.) Artillery. vSco Texas Troops, Confedirale. 

Lembke’s (James F.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Colored, 3d Begiment, Battery E. 
Lennox’s (Thomas) Gang. (Official d(\sigiiatiou not of record.) See Thomas Lennox. 
Lent’s (William U.) Infantry. S<‘e New Mexico Troops, 1st Begiment. 

Leonard’s (Ihicvos) Cavalry. See Missouri Troogys, Union, Dth Begiment, Slate Militia. 
Lindsay’s (Robert L.) Infantry. Sec Missouri Trooxys, Union, GOth Begiment. 
Logan’s (John L.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, llih Begiment. 
Logan’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 118th Begiment. 

Looscan’s (Michael) Cavalry. S(‘o Texas Trooxys, Coiyfederate, 31st Begiment. 
Lowe’s (Sandy) Infantry. See Kansas Troox)s, 31st Begbnent, Militia. 

Lusk’s (William 11.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, lOih Begiment. 

Lyles’ (Oliver P.) Infantry. Soc Arkansas Trooxys, Confederate, 33d Begiment. 

Lyon County Militia, Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 11th Begiment. 

McAdoo’s (Foster J.) Cavalry. See Missoiu'i Ty'ooxys, Uyxion, Sth Begbyient. 
McCabe’s (Francis) Cavalry. See New Mexico Trooxys, 1st Begiment. 

McCain’s (William D.) Infantry. See A'ansas Troops, 4th Begbyient, Militia. 
McCartney’s (Joseph S.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 10th Begiment. 
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McCurtain’s (JacksoD) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate^ Ut Battalion^ Choc¬ 
taw. 

McDermott’s (John) Cavalry. See loioa Troops, let Begiment. 

McFarland’s (Peter) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 7th Begiment, Militia. 
McFeely’s (Aaron) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 16th Begiment. 

McFerran’s (James) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Begiment, State Mili¬ 
tia. 

McGrhee’s (James) Cavalry, Arkansas Troops, Confedei'ate. 

McKinsey’s (James) Militia. (Official designation not of record.) See James Mc- 
Kinsey. 

McLain^s (William D.) Artillery. See Colorado Troops. 

McLaren^s (Robert N.) Cavalry. See Minnesota Troops, ^d Begiment. 

McMahan’s (JohnP.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Begiment, Provis¬ 
ional Enrolled Militia. 

McVeigh’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See- McVeigh. 

Majors’ (Thomas J.) Cavalry. See Nehraska Troops, Ist Begiment. 

Malone’s (Francis M.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 7tli Begiment. 

Marcy’s (John B.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Uniotij 13th Begiment^ Enrolled 
Militia. 

Marsh’s (Benjamin F., jr.) Cavalry. See lUmois Tt'oops, 2d Begiment. 

Martin’s (John) Infantry. See California Troops, 1st Begiment. 

Martin’s (Lecnidas M.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 5th Begiment, Par¬ 
tisan. 

Matlack’s (Lucius C.) Cavalry. See Illinois Trooxys, 17th Begiment. 

Matthews’ (Henry M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Begiment, JStale 
Militia. 

Mattocks’ (Eli) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 52d Begiment. 

Mayo’s (Charles F.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4Cth Beginunl, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Mayo’s (John E.) Cavalry. Bee Missouri Troops, Union, loth Begiment. 

MefTord’s (David) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 6th Begiment. 

Melton’s (James A.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Begiment. 
Meredith’s (John D.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 39th Beginunl. 
Merriam’s (Jonathan) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 117th Begiment. 

Merrill’s Horse, Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Begiment. 

Miller’s (Jesse S.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Tioops, 11th Begiment. 

Millington’s (Augustus O.) Infantry. Se(‘ Union Troops, Colored, 67th Begiment. 
Miner’s (Nelson) Cavalry. See Balota Troops, Isi Battalion. 

Mitchell’s (A. J.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, llili Regiment, Militia. 

Mitchell’s (Greenville M.) Infanti'y. See Illinois Troops, 54ih Begimnit. 

Mitchell’s (Thomas J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Begiment. 
Mitchell’s (William B.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7lli Regiment, Provis¬ 
ional Enrolled Militia. 

Moberly’s (William E.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 35th Regiment, Pro¬ 
visional Enrolled Militia. 

Monroe’s (James C.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Trans- 
Mississippi Department. 

Montgomery’s (Ba(*on) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Begiment. 
Montgomery’s (James) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, Gth Regiment, Militia. 
Montgomery’s (Samuel) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Oth Regiment. 
Montgomery’s (William C. F.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, 
Battery H. 

Moonlight’s (Thomas) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 11th Begiment. 

Moore’s (Columbus) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, JOth Begiment. 

Morehead’s (Jacob) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, Oth Begiment. 
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Moreland’s (Abraliam B.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 6ili Begiment. 

Morgan’s (Thomas J.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, Regiment, 
Morris’ (Edward) Cavalry.^ See/Z7i«ois Troops, 17tl\ Regiment. 

Moses’ (Thomas, jr.) Cavalry* See Colorado Troops, Od Regiment. 

Mullins’ (Alexander W.) Cavalry* See Missouri Ti'oojys, Vnion, Ist Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Muntzel’s (Albert) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Vnion, Sth Regiment, State Militia. 
Murphy’s Company. (Official designation not of record.) See CaxAain Murphy. 
Murphy’s (Edward B.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Murphy’s (John P.) Cavalry. See Xehraska Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Neill’s (Henry) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Vnion, 1st Regiment, Stale Militia. 
Nettles’ (T. D.) Artilleiy. See Valverde Artillery, post. 

Newton’s (Robert C.) Cavalry, See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 5t1i Regiment. 
Nichols’ (C. II.) Cavalry. See Sidney IJ. Jaclmanh Cavalry, ante. 

Niederweiser’s (Tony) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Vnion, 6tli Regiment, En¬ 
rolled Militia. 

Nims’ (OrmandP.) Artillery, Massachusetts Troops, Jd (/>) Battery. 

Noland’s Company. (Official designation not of record.) See- Xoland. 

O’Brien’s (Nicholas J.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, '}tli Regiment. 

Onken’s (Francis) Infantry. S<‘e Missouri Troops, Union, J4tk Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Owen’s (Berry) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Vnion, o5th Regiment, Provisioral 
Enrolled Militia. 

Park’s '(Luther T.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Parke’s (Joseph) Cavalry. See Missouri Troox)s, Vnion, 4th Regiment, State Militia* 
Parker’s (William B.) Infantry. Missouri Troops^ Vnion, 7th Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Pattee’s (John) Cavalry. See Iowa Troox^s, Regiment. 

Pease’s (Pliineas') Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 4Dtk Regiment. 

Permock’s (William) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 10th Regiment, MUiiuu 
Perkins’ (Caleb) Cavalry. Se(i Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Pettis’ (George II.) Infantry. S(*e California Troox>s, Ist Regimenl, 

Phelps’ (JohnE.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troox)s, Union, Od Regiment* 

Philips’ (John P.) Cavalxy. See Missotu'i TrooxJe, Union, 7ih Reginunf, State Militia* 
Pickler’s (J.P.) Cavalry, Missouri Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion, Indian 
Brigade* 

Picon’s (O. E.) Artillery. S(‘o U.M. Boone’s Artillery, ante* 

Pierce’s (Abial R.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 4ih Regiment. 

Plumb’s (William) Cavaliy. Hao Missouri Troox)s, Vnion, Olh Regiment, Stale MlHlin. 
Poe’s (Benjamin P.) Infantry, Missouri Troox)s, Union, S9th Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Pollock’s (Samnol M.) Cavalry. Heo Iowa Troox)S, (Uh Regiment. 

Pond’s (James B.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troox)s, dd Regiment. 

Pope’s (Naihaniel) Artillery. (Improvised Baitery.) Hon Xaihuniel Pope. 
Porter’s (diaries P.) Cavalry, ^dd Nebraska Trooys, Isf Baifulion. 

Porter’s (John R.) Infantry. S<‘e Nebraska Troox)s, Int Regiment, Militia. 

Poser’s (Rudolph) Infantry. See Troox)s, l^nion, Silli Regiment. Unrolled 

Militia. 

Powell’s (James L.) Cavalry, kiod Arkansas Troops, Union, fJd Regiment. 

Prairie Artillery. (Inix>voviscd Battery.) See Nathaniel Pox)e. 

Preston’s (William J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, (Confederate, 4ih Regiment 
{Burhridge’s). 

Preuitt’s (Valentino) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Vnion, Ist Regiment, 
Pritchard’s (Jesse L.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, dil Regiment. 

Queen’s (Oscar B.) Cavalry. Se<‘ Missouri Troops, Vnion, 7ih Regiment, State Militia. 

* 'remporanly foniiihuulin^. 
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Quigg's (Matthew) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 18th Begimcnt, MiUlia. 

Quinby’s (Ira) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, Ist Meglment. 

Rabb’s (John 'W'.) Artillery. See Indiana Troojjs, 2d Battery, 

Rains' Regiment. (Official designation not of record.) Soe Colonel Bains. 
Ramsey’s (Eli) Infantry. See Cnion Troops, Colored, 00th Begiment. 

Rankin’s (Louis J.) Infantry. See JJissonri Troops, Union, 80th Begiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Ratcliff’s Company. (Official designation not of record.) See Cajdain Bat cliff. 
Rathbnn's (Elon G.) Cavalry, Missouri Troops, Union, 2(1 Ueginient, State Militia. 
Ray County Militia, Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, C) 1st Begiment, Proris-- 
ional Enrolled Militia. 

Ray’s (William) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Begiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Reed’s (Moses) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, SGth Begiment. 

Remington’s (S. Pierre) Cavalry. Sec IVeje Yorh Troops, 11th Begiment. 

Reves’ (Timothy) Cavalry. See 2IissoHri Tnoop.^, Confederate, 15th Bvgimeni. 
Reynolds’ (George D.) Heavy Artillery. See Union Troox)s, Colored, Gth Begiment. 
Ribble’s (Henry II.) Cavalry. See Xebrasha Troops, 1st Begiment. 

Rice’s (Alexander F.) Infanti*y. See Union Troops, Colored, GOih Begiment. 

Rice’s (Ebeiiezer A.) Cavalry. See Minnesota Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Rinne’s (William) Artillery. See Missouri Troo 2 ) 8 , Union, 2d Begiment, Battery C. 
Risdon’s (Orlando C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 53d Begiment. 
Ritchey’s (James M.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Begiment, Provis¬ 
ional Enrolled Militia. 

Robbins’ (Josephus) Cavalry, Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Begiment, State Mi¬ 
litia. 

Regan's (James W.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 30ih Bipiment. 
Rogers’ (Andrew W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 81st Begiment. 

Rogers’ (Henry C.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, Sth Begiment. 

Rose’s (Robert H.) Cavalry. Bee ^Ibmesota Troops, 3d Begiment. 

Rusk’s (David y.) Cavalry. Bee Missouri Troops, Confederate, Isi Battalion, Indian 
Brigade, 

Ryan’s (Abraham H.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 3d Begiment. 

Saint Louis National Guard, Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Begiment, 
Enrolled Militia. 

Saint Mary’s Cannoneers, Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Confed(rate. 

Sallee’s (James H.) Infantry. Bee Missouri Troops, Union, Gth Begiment, Provisional 
Enrolled MUiiia. 

Sambum’s (Lewis F.) Cavalry. Bee California Troops, 1st Begiment. 

Sanborn’s (G(*orge L.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Begiment. 

Sayx’s (Hal) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 3il Begiment. 

Schnable’s (John A.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, (^onfcd<rate. 

Scudder’s (Thomas AV.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Searcy’s (James J.) Cavalry. See Missouri lYoops, (\>nfederaie. 

Sears’ (Francis A.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, G7lh Beijiment. 

Sedgwick’s (John) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, Ist Begiment. 

Shaffer’s (Alfred) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Shanks’ (David) Cavalry. Bee Missouri Troops, Confederate, T2ih Beginumt. 
Shattuck’s (Warren G.) Cavalry. Bee Missouri Troops, Union, 3d B(>gimeni, Stale 
Militia. 

Sheridan’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 87th Regiment. 

Shirland’s (Edmond D.) Cavalry. See California Troops, Ist Bigiment. 

Shoup’s (George L.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 3(1 Uegiment. 

Sigel Artillery. (Offieial clcpJ gnat ion not of record. Battery attached to cavalry 
regiment, p. dS.) 
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Simms’ (Jolin) Infantry. See Indiana Trooxys, IGtli Jleijimeni. 

Simonson’s (Samuel E. W.) Cavalry. Baa Indiana Troox>Sj 7th Heghneni; also Mis¬ 
souri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, 

Simonton’s (Morgan) Artillery. See MissouH Trooim, Union, Sd Regiment, Batienj H. 
Simpson’s (Suiitli H.) Infantry. See New Mexico Troops, Ui Regiment. 

Slayback’s (Alonzo W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Trooxis, Confederate. 

Slemons’ (W. E.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, Id Regiment. 
Smiley’s (Philip) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, Ratterg II. 
Smith’s (J. Nelson) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Smith’s (Moses W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 14th Regiment. 
Smith’s (N. n.) Engineers. Sao Confederate Troops, Regulars, Ist Battalion. 

Smith’s (Tuck) Guerrillas. (Official designation not of record.) S(‘e Tuclc Smith, 
Smith’s (William J. A.) Infantry. Baa Missouri Trooxm, Union, S'ith Regiment, En¬ 
rolled Militia. 

Snelling’s (George T.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Snoddy’s (James D.) Infantry. Sec Kansas Troops, Gih Regiment, Militia. 
Stafford’s (Edward) Infantry. Haa Missouri Trooxm, Union, 3d Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Stallard’s (D. R.) Cavalry. Missouri Trooxys, Confederate, Gih Regiment {Gor¬ 

dons). 

Stanley’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Missouri Trooxm, Union, Soih Regiment, Provisional 
Enrolled Militia. 

Stauber’s (Tha<ldeiis J.) Infantry. See Missouri Trooxm, Union, 42dRegiment. 
Steele’s (WilUani J.) Cavahy. See Illinois Trooxys, 13th Regiment. 

Stephens’ (John W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Trooxys, Union, llih Regiment. 
Stevenson’s (Thomas) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, I4ih Regiment. 

Stevenson’s (Tliomns B.) Infantry, See Kehrashn Troops, 1st Regiment, Militia. 

Steward’s Guerrillas. (Official designaiion not of record.) See- 4)leward. 

Stewart’s (Levi E.) Cavalry. S(‘e Kansas Trooxys, 0th Regiment. 

Stirman’s (Ras) Cavalry. S<‘e Arkansas Trooxys, Confederate. 

Sfcrayhorn’s (S. H.) Cavalry. Sec Texas Troops, Confederate, 00th Regiment. 

Stufft's ((’hristian) Scouts. See Kelyrasla Trooxys. 

SulUns’ (John) Infantry. Se<' Missouri Trooxys, Union, 04th Regiment, Enrolled Militia. 
Summers’ (Benjamin J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 3ith Regiment. 

Slitter’s (John J.) Artillery. See 3Iissoim Trooxys, Union, 3d Regiment, Battery B. 
Swan’s (JohnR.) Cavalry. Baa Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Switzlex'’s (Th<‘odoi*<‘A.) Infantry. Baa Missouri Troops, Union, 4Gth Regiment. 
Tacke’s (Adolpli) Infantry. Baa Missouri Ty'oops, Union, Enrolled Militia. 

Taiiton’s (Elisha \V.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, Od Regiment. 

Taylor’s Cavalry. (OlUcial designation not of record.) S<‘e- Taylor. 

Taylor’s (ICzra) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, Isi Regiment, Battery B. 

Teale’s (,Iannis E.) Cavalry. S(‘e Illinois Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Thomas’ (Minoi* T.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 3th Regiment. 

Thompson’s (.John) Cavalry. See Kew Mexico Troops, Ist Regiment. 

Thurber’s (Oharlcvs U.) Artillery, S<‘e Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, Battery L. 
Tibbits’ (Henry J.) Cavalry. Se<‘ Colorado Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Todd’s (( hiorg4‘ W.) Guerrillas. (Oilicial designation iiot of ve‘('ord.) See George W. 
Todd. 

Tracy’s (Frank M.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment, Militia. 

Treat’s (].<. S.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, JJth Regiment, Militia. 

Tiipp’s (William) Cavalry. See Dakota Troops, 1st Battalion. 

Turner’s (Samn(‘l) Infantry. See Missouri QVoops, Union, Gth Regiment, Provisional 
Eni'olled Militia. 

Tuttle’s (Merrill S.) Cavalry. See Nebraska Troojis, 1st Bailalion. 
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Vahlkamp’s (Fred.) Infantry, Mibsonri Trooxys, Vnioiij od llefjimenl^ Enrolled 

Militia. 

Valverde Artillery. See Terns Troops^ Confederate. 

Vann’s (C. N.) Indians. See Indian TroojySj Confedei'atej 1st Jiegimentj Cherokee. 
Vann’s (John) Indians. See Indian Trooxys, Confederate, 2d Itegim&nt, Cherokee. 
Vansickler’s (Abram B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troojys, Union, 4th Megment, State 
Militia. 

Wagoner’s (Seymour W.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Walker’s (Samuel) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, lOih Begiment. 

Warmoth’s (Isaac S.) Infantry. See Missomd Ty'oops, Union, Sod Begiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Webb’s (Ephraim L.) Infantry. See ATiASOHia Troops, Union, 44th Begiment. 
Welch’s (Otis G.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 29th Begiment. 

Welch’s (William G.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Coyifederate. 

Wellman’s (Chauucey R.) Cavalry. See California Troops, Ist Begiment, 

Wells’ (Henry A.) Infantry. See Unioyi Trooxys, Colored, 5Gth Begimeyd. 

Wells’ (John W.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

West’s (Henry C.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Whipple’s (John C.) Artillery. See Minnesota Trooxys, od Batlerg. 

White’s (Alvin G.) Infantry. Xehraska Ty^oopys, Ist Begiment, Miliiia. 
Whitlock’s (James H.) Infantry. See California Troops, Sth Begiment. 

Whitmer’s (David P.) Infantry. See Missoiiy'i Trooj>«, Union, Gist Begiment, Pro¬ 
visional Enrolled Militia. 

Whittaker’s Company. (Official designation not of record.) See Capytain Whittaker. 
Whybark’s (Levi E.) Cavalry. See Missoni'i Troopys, Union, 5th Begiment, State 
Militia. 

Wilcox’s (John) Cavalry. S(‘e Iowa Trooxys, 7th Begiment. 

Wiles’ (Isaac) Infantry. See Xeh'asha Troops, Ist Begimeyd, Militia. 

Willcox’s (Lyman G.) Cavalry. See Michigan Trooxys, od Begiynenf. 

Williams’ Jayhawkers. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Will¬ 
iams. 

Williams’ (D. A.) Cavalry. See Mlssonri Ty'oops, Cojyfederatc. 

Williams’ (T. J.) Artillery. See S. S. Harris^ Artllleryj, ante. 

Williams’ (Valconlon J.) Cavalry. See Iowa Trooxys, Gth Beghyienf. 

Willis’ (George A.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 15th Begyynent. 

Wilson’s Guerrillas. (Offudal designation not of record.) Bee Tap/of« Wilsoyi. 
Wilson’s (David H.) Cavalry. See Illinois Tt'ooxys, 10th Begiynenf. 

Wilson’s (James) Cavalry, Missouri Troops, Union, Od Begiynenf, Slate Militia. 
Wilson’s (John) Cavalry. Se{‘ Kansas Troops. 

Wilson’s (Lnther) Cavalry. S<‘C Coloi'ado Ty'oopis, 1st Begiynenf. 

Witham’s (Gilbert T.) Cavalry. See California Troops, 1st Begiyncnl. 
Witherspoon’s (J. L.) Cavalry. Set* Arkansas Troojis, ("o)ifederate, lOdh Battalion. 
Witt’s (A. E.) Cavalry. See Ay'knnsas Trooxys, Confedey'ate. 

Wood’s (Isaac E.) Cavalry. See Missoiul Troops, Union, 4th Begiynenf, State Militia. 
“Wood’s (Robert C.) Cavalry. Sec Missouri Trooxys, Confederate, llfh Balialion, 
Woodson’s (Tom) Band. (Official designal ion not of record.) B(‘(* Toyn Woodson. 
Woodworth’s (G. M.) Infantry. S(‘e Kansas Trooxys, 12th Begiment, Militia. 
Worthington’s (John I.) Cavalry. S(‘o Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Begiment. 
Wright’s (John C.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Trooxys, Confederate. 

Wright’s (Thomas B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Trooxys, Union, ftlh Begiment, Btale 
Militia. 

Wyman’s (Dudley C.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Trooxys, llih Begiment. 

Wynkoop’s (Edward W.) Cavalzy. Seo Colorado Trooxys, Ist Begiment. 

Yeager’s (Dick) Band. (Official designation not of record.) See Diek Yeagerr. 
Zesch’s (Gnstaviis) Artilleiy. Setj Kansas Troops. 

Zimmerman’s (J. V.) Artillery. See William JJ. Blochfyr^s AriiUcrij, ante. 
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Page. 

Abreu, Francisco P. Mentioned. 940,942 

Absly,-. Mentioned. 801 

Acker, John. Mentioned. 373 

Acord, John. Mentioned. 61 

Adair, WiUiam P. Alentioned. 32, 33,36,266, 268,269 

Adams, Captain. Mentioned. 12,14 

Adams, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 791 

Adams, Mrs. Mentioned. 14 

Adams, Charles W. Mentioned. 26,27,651,977 

Adams, C. Powell. 

Mention(‘d. 38 

Kejiorti of exxiedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25- 

Oct. 8,1864. 173 

Adams, John A. Mentioned . 242 

Adams, John C. Mentioned. 685,691 

Adams, John Q. Mentioned. 126,127 

Adams, Joseph. Mentioned. 20 

Adams, Josiah D. Mentioned. 521,552,595 

Adams, R. H. Mentioned. 288,6G0-G62 

Adams, William. Mentioned. 864 

Adams, Wirt. Mentioned.105,301,1000 

Adamson, Charles. Re]>ort of scout in l^lielp.s and Maries Counties, Mo., July 

30-Aug.l. 1864. 186 

Adamson, Frederick C. Mentioned. 213 

Addison, P. Mentioned. 445 

Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A. Cornispouilence with 

Canhy, Edward R.S. 217 

Hopkins, 1 lenry. 769 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A. Correspondence with 

Smith, E. Kirhy.88,117,122 

War Department, C. S. 122 

Adobe Port, N. Mex. Engagement with Indians at, Nov. 25, 1864, on the 
Canadian River. 

Communication from James H. Carle ton. 944 

Jteimrts of Christoidier Carson. 939,943 

Ainsworth, Richard M. Mentioned. 521,552,595 

Ainsworth, William T. Menlionod. 776 

Aitken, James. Mentioned. 521,600 

Akard, James J. Mentioned. 267 
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Akin; George S. Mentioned. 520,552-054, 611 


Alabama Bayou. See Bayou Alabama. 

Alamo, Steamer. 

Attack on, Nov. 29, 1864, on tke Arkansas River, near Dardanelle, Ark. 

Report of Jolin T. S. Fry. 947 

Mentioned. 901 

Albany, Mo. Skirniifili at, Oct. 26,1864. Se(‘ Price’s Missouri Bxpeditiou, Jug. 
i^9-Dec. iSG4. Beports of Fisk, j). 423,* Cox, p. 442. 

Allcott, ])r. Mentioned. 86 

Allen, Cai)tain. Mentioned. 738 

Allen, Daniel P. Mentioned. 303 

Allen, John D. 

Mentioned..*. 194 

Reports of 

Baxter Springs, Kans. Scout to, with skirmish, Aug. 1,1864. 188 

Mount Vernon, Mo. Skirmish near, Sejit. 2,1864. 737 

Southwest Missouri. Operations in, July 18-23, 1861, with skirmishes 

near Maysville, Ark. (20th), and near Carthage, Mo. (21st). 76 

Allen, William. Mentioned. 975 

Allen, William B. Mentioned. 188 

Allen, William H. Mentioned. 177 

Allen, W. Irving. Report of oiierations in the vicinity of Hermitage Planta¬ 
tion, near Morganza, La., Dec. 14, 1864-Jan. 5, 1865. 991 

Allen, Mo. Skirmish at, July 23,1864. See Bandolph Comity, Mo, Operations 
in, July 23-24, 1834, etc. 

Alligator Bayou, Ark. Scouts from Helena to. 

Sept. 9-14,1864. Rex>ort of Alexander F. Rice. 759 

Sept. 22-28,1864. Report of Alexander F. Rice. 816 

Oct. 1-4,1864. Report of Alexander F. Rice. 851 

Allison, James. Mentioned. 798 

Allison, Jeff. Mentioned. 977 

Allison, Thompson. Mentioned. 815 

Allison, William A. Mentioned. 738 

Almstedt, Henry. Mentioned. 471 

Alone, Steamer. Mentioned. 147 

Alvord, Nelson. Mentioned. 439 

Amite Hiver, La. 

Skirmish on, near Benton’s F<‘rry, .July 25, 1861. Baton Rouge, La. 
Operations in the rieinily of, July 3-J3, ISiti, etc. 

Skirmish on, Dec. 12,1861. 9 

Amite River, New River, and Bayou Manchac, La. Kxp(‘ditions to, 0<‘t. 

2-8,1861. Report of Thomas Logan. 878 

Anderson, Captain. Mentioiie<l. 299 

Anderson, Allen L. 

Correspomlcnco with James H. Carleton. 1003 

Report of expedition againsi Indians in Central Arizona, Doc. 10-23,1861, 

with skirmish (15th) on Hassayaini)a Cre(h. 984 

Anderson, Holman. Mentioinul. 20 

Anderson, Jim, Mentioned. 230,231,2.33 

Anderson, John C. Mentioned. 219 

Anderson, JohnT. Mentioned. 67 

Anderson, Martin. Mentioned. 477,478, 520, .592,593,595 

Anderson, S. S. Mentioned. 643 

For corr<‘spoudeu<*e as A. A. G., see B. Kirby Hmilh, 
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Anderson, W. Mentioned. 125, 231,249,250, 252,253,259,300, 

309,317,415, 117,418,422-424,13243J, 139-U3, 632, 718, 740,715,850,923 

Anderson, William L. Mentioned. 641 

Andre, Aleads. Mentioned. 38 

Andrews, Cliristoplier C. 

CoiTcspondeiu'e Avitli 

Avery, (xoorge 8. 866 

Carr, Engono A. 283 

Geiger, Washington F . 283, 285 

Mitchell, Greenville M. 283 

Mentioned. 235,285, 298,299,862,863, 889 

Keports of 

Ashley^s and Jones’ >Stations, near Devall’s lllnO* Ark. Action at, Aug. 

31,1864 . 281,282,284 

Augusta, Ark, 

Expedition from Dovall’s Blutf to, Dec. 7-8,1861. 983 

Scout from Dovall’s Bluff to, Nov. 22-24,1861 . 985 

Celeste and Commercial, Steamers. Attack on, at Gregory’s Landing, 

on the White Eiver, Ark., Sept. 4,1861. 741 

Central Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 9-15,1861, with skirmishes.... 236 

DovalFs Bluff, Ark. Affairs near. 

Nov. 2,1864, at Hazeu’s Farm. 906 

Dec. 13,1864 . 988 

J. D. Perry, Steamer. Attack on, Sept. 9,186 i, at Clarendon, Ark. 752 

Ecsoluto, St(‘amor. Attack on, Oct. 11,1861, on the White Eiver, lUiar 

Clarendon, Ark. 884 

Soarey, Ark. Skirmish near, Seiit. 13,1861 . 798 

Searcy and West Point, Ark. Scout to, July 26-28,1864.. 174 

West Point, Ark. Scout from Dovall’s Bluff' to, Nov. 16-18, 1861, with 

skirmishes. 921 

Andrews, George L. Eeport of attack on steamer Wliito Cloud, ou the Mis¬ 
sissippi Eiv<‘r, near Port Hudson, La., Aug. 29,1864 . 301 

Aunabury, Captain. Mentioned. 406 

Annie Jacobs, Steamer. Mentioned. 264,860 

Anthony, Jeff. Mentioned. 561 

Anthony, Scott J. 

Correspondence with Benjamin S. Henning.:. 915 

. Mentioned. 818,913, 915,949,950,960,961,968-972 

Reports of 

Fort Lyon, Colo. Tor. Affairs at, Nov. G-16,1864. 912,914 

Sand Creek, Colo. Ter. Engagement with Indians on, Nov. 29,1861. 951-953 
Arcadia and Ironton, Mo. Skirmishes at, Sept. 27,1861. See Price's Mis- 
sotiri ExpeclUionj Aufi. 39-Dec. 1804. lieimU of 

Ewing, Thomas,.jr. Lawther, Bohort R. Price, Sterling. 

Arcadia Valley, Shut-in Gap, and Ironton, Mo. Skirmishes in, Sept. 26, 

1861. Qao Price’s Missouri Ex 2 >€diHon, Auy. 2D-Dec. 3,186S. lie- 
ports of 

Campbell, ‘Williara J. Montgomery, William C. F. Shelby, Joseph 0. 

Ewing, Til Oman, j r. Price, Sterling. 

Argo, William. 

Mentioned. 353 

Eoportfl of 

Eocheport, Mo. Skirmish near, Aug. 28,1861. 300 

ScotFs Ford, on the Blackwater. Expedition from Sodalia-, Mo., to, 

Sept. 2-4,1864 . 738 
































1022 


INDEX. 


Page. 

AHy. onaj Central. See Central Arizona. 

Arizona^ Southeastern. See Southeastern Arizona. 


Arkansas. Operations in. 

July 1-31,1864. 

Congratulatory Orders. Sauuud B. Maxey. 30 

Itinerary. John M. Thajw. 24 

Reports of 

Buford, Napoleon B. 16,17 

Carmichael, Eagleton. 20 

Chappol, Harmon T. 22 

Clarkson, Thaddeus S. 14 

Cooper, Douglas II. 31 

Maxey, Samuel B. 29, 30 

Morehead, Jaeol). 25 

Reed, Moses. 19 

Ryan, Abraham II. 13,34 

Shelby, Joseph O.26-28 

Steele, Frederick... 11 

Stewart, Levi F. 25 

Stuart, James. 15 

Thayer, John M. 23 

Wilson, David H. 15 

Oct. 1-31,1864. 

Communications from 

Avery, George S. 866 

Carr, Eugene A. 863 

Itineraries. 

Erskino, Albert. 853 

* G(‘iger, Washington F. 861 

Ritter, John F. 851 

Reports of 

Bechand, Adolph. 858 

Behlendorff, Frederick. 855 

Campbell, George J. 863 

Clayton, Powell. 866 

Davis, Gumaey W. 859 

Geiger, Washington F. 861 

Ritt(‘r, John F. 851 

Snelliiig, George T. 862 

Steele, Frederick. 852,853 

Tilford, Joseph G. 860 

Arkansas. Central. See Central Arkansas. 

Arkansas, Department of. (Union.) 


Orders, General, scries 1864— Buford: No. 47, 18, 

Orders, Special, series 1864— Carr: No, 58, 225, 

Arkansas, Eastern. See Eastern Arkansas. 

Arkansas, Northeastern. See Xortheasfern Arkansas. 

Arkansas, Northwestern. See Northwestern Arkansas. 

Arkansas Hiver, Ark. 

Attack on steamer Alamo on. See Alamo^ Steamer. Attack on, Nov. ^0, 
lS64j etc. 

Capture of steamer Miller on. See Miller, Steamer. Capture of, Aug. 77, 

1864, ete. 

Scout on, near Pine Bluff, Ark., Aug. 27-28,1864, with skirmishes. 1^‘port 

of Powell Clayton........... 206 
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Arkansas Troops. M(*nti<)iuMl. (Confederate.) 

Artillery, Light— Batteries: Blocher’s, 641; Hughey’s,641,612; West’s, 

100 . 

Cavalry— Battalions: 13th, 611; Anderson’s, 627, 611; Ford’s, 642,609; 
Gnntei’s, 611; Harrell’s, 611; Stirman’s, 820. Companies: Cook’s, 12; 
Swan’s, 889. Regiments: 1st Trans-Mississippi Department, 641,865; 
2d {Morgan^s), 611; 2d (67mo?is’), 611; 4th ((7orf/oa’.s), 641, 743, 759; 5th 
(A7}jr/o7/’6), 901,917; 7th (/////’s), 611; Carlton’s, 611; Crawford’s, 611; 
Dobbin’s, 611; McGhee’s, 611,667; Witt’s, 611,738; Wright’s, 611. 
Infantry—/?e^// 77 e/ 7 fe; 11th, 737,713,861,865; 23d (i7/Ze6’), 627, 641; 30th 
(A’oi76t«’6),627,611; 45th, 641,916; 46th, 627,642, 675, 677, 800, 801, 916; 
47th, 611, 916. 

Ai'kansas Troops. MeutLon<‘d. (Union.) 

(Javalry— Regiments: 1st, 24, 75,77, 261-263, 266-270, 397-400, 529, 781,797, 
798; 2d, 76, 77,261,273,274, 311,385-387,389-391, 393-395, 100-107,110-412, 
411, 601, 602, 910, 917-919; 3d, 11,11,236,729,735, 738, 713,741,758, 759, 819, 
820, 853,855,974, 976, 980; 4th, 12,743,817,819,855,861,805, 915-917. 
Infantry— Regiments: 2d, 735, 711; 4th, 24. 


Armbrust, Bernhard. Mentioned. 332 

Armizo,-. Mentioned. 212 

Armstrong, Liouleuaiit. M<‘nlioiied. 990 

Armstrong, R. M. Mentioned. 694 

Ai-my Corps, 16th. TiN'insfcr of Ist and 3d Divisions of, from Mihsouri to 

TennohbO(‘, Nov. 1-30, 1804. Itinerary of John McArthur. 903 

Arnold, Captain. . M(‘nt ioned....... 406 

Arrow Rock, Mo. 

Attack on, July 20,1861. Boo Western Missouri. Oinraiions in, July 
ISIU. Rqwrls of i>rM 0 «,p. 51; SuesSj p. 56. 

Skirinibhes at, Aug. 7, 1864. Beo Saline County, Mo. Scout in, Any. 6-i?, 

ISGl, etc. 


Arrow Rock Road, Mo. Bkii*mish on, Sept. 23, 1864. See La Fayette County, 


Mo. Scout in. Sept. 20-25, 1SG4, etc. 

Arroyas, Juan. Mentioned .46,47 

Ashcraft, Granville. Mentioned. 74 

Ash Creek, Kans. Skirinisli ^vitli Indians at, Noa'. 13,1864, near Fort Lamed. 

Coinmunieatioii froinBeiijaniiii S. Henning. 920 

E<‘port of Theodore Conk<‘y. 919 

Ashley, Harles. Mentioned. 896 

Ashley’s and Jones’ Stations, near Devall’s Bluff, Ark. Aetion at, Aug. 

24, 1864. 

Commimieations from 

Andrews, Chrisio])her C....... 283,285 

Miteliell, Greenville M. 283 

Itinerary. Wabhingion F. Geiger. 286 

Reports of 

Andrews, Christopher C. 281,282,284 

Geiger, W asliingtou F. 285 

Moyers, Gilbert...- 286 

Shelby, Joseph O. 286 

Steele, Frederick. 280 

See also repoi'f of Jackman, p. 671. 


Atchafalaya, La. Skirmishes at. 

July 21,1864. 

001,5,1864... 
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Atchafalaya River, La. 

Expedition from ]VIor<^nnza to, Dt‘c. 10 - 1 P, ISOl. Eoportw of 

Frisbie, Henry N. 993 

Ledwiok, Thomas. 990 

Posey, Williiim H. 990 

Sears, Francis A. 995 

Summ(‘rs, Benjamin J. 995 

Skirmish at, Soi)l. 17, 1864. See Morffanza, Ltu Opvrationti bt ihe vicinily 
of, Ncpi. lS6i, etc. 

Skirmish on, Aug. 25,1804. See Moryau^H Ferry, La. Hlirmhh at, Any. 2L), 
lA6i, etc. 

Atkins, IMrs. Mentioned. 856 

Augusta, Ark. 

Exi»edition from DovaH’s Bluff to. Dee. 7-8, 1804. Keport of PhriflfoxdnT 

C. Andrews. 983 

Expedition from Little Rock and DovalFs Bluif to. Se(‘ JAcarcy, Fairriviv, 
and Augusta, Ark. Expeditions from Little Eock and DcmlVs Bluff 
to, Aug. 27-Scpt. 6, ISGi. 

Scout from Devall’s Bluff to, Nov^ 22-21,1804. Rexmrt of Phrisiiopher C\ 

Andrews... 935 

Skirmish near, Aug. 10,1864. See Lit He Bed Jlirer, Ark. Expedition from 
Little Bock to, Aug. 0-16, JSOi, etc. 

Augustine, Joseph. Mentioned. 753 

Auld, Martin C. Mentioned. 331, 

Austin, Horatio N. Mentioned. 101 

Austin, John F. Mentioned. 379 

Averell, William W. Mentioned. v,)ti 

Avery, George S. 

Correspondence with Christopher C. Andrews. 806 

Mentioned. 855,801, 805 

Report of ox^erations in Central Arkansas, Nov. 1-30,1861. 899 

Ayers, William. Mentioned. 807-873,875,877 

Ayres, James B. Mentioned. 01 

Baber, Milton D. Mentioned. 041 

Bacon, George A. Mentioned. 191 

Bacon, James M. Mentioned. Ill 

Bagby, Arthur P. Mentioned. 104,118 

Bailess, William. Mentioned. 759 

Bailey, John C. Rex)ort of scout from Ozark, Mo., to Duhmxm^ Chnssiiig and 

Sugar Loaf Prairie, Aug. 23-26,1861 . 273 

Bailey, Joseph. Mentioned. 88 

Bailey, Thomas L. Mentioned. 181 

Baker, James. Mentioned. 251-253 

Baker, James H. Mentioned. 456,457,462 

Baker, Johns. Mentioned. 922 

Baker, Nathaniel B. Mentioned. 305 

Baker, Reuben. Mentioned. 373 

. Baker, William P. 

Correspondence with Alfred Pleasonton. 7:-{5 

Mentioned. 200 242 

Baldwin, Horace W. 

Mentioned. 231,237,051 

Report of skirmish near Sand Creek, Colo. Tor., Aur. 11,18&1. 230 

Baldwin, William H, Mentioned. 33 Q 
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Ball; Jackson. Mentioned. 273 

BalleW; William B. Report of scout in Johnson County, Mo., Julj' 26-31. 

1864 . 175 

Ballou, Cornelius J. Mentioi^ecl. 955 

Bancroft, Asa R.* Report of affair near Council Grove, Kans., Sei)t. 21,1861. 815 

Bancroft, Edwin. Mentioned. 302 

Bangs, James H. Mentioned.,. 842 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 

Correspondence witli 

Benton, Will iam P. 73 

8h(‘rman, Thomas W. 180,219, 260,747, 757 

Mentioned. 113-116,192 

Barbre,-. Mentioned. 994 

Barker, Bdgar A. Report of operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter., 

Sei)t. 11-25,1864, with actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson 

(16th), and at Cabin Creek and PryoFs Creek (19th). 771 

Barker, Henry L. Mentioned. 481,581,584 

Barkley, Frank. 

Mentioned. 88, 353,358,973 

Rejiort of operations in La Fayette and Johnson Counties, Mo., July 20-31, 

1864 . 88 

Barnes, James D. Mentioned. 67 

Barnett, Timothy. Mentioned. .* . 33,35,785,787 

Barr, Andrew J. Mentioned. 254 

Barr, Samuel L. 

Mentioned. 1003,1004 

. Report of expedition against Indians in Central Arizona, Dec. 26,1864-Jan, 

1,1865, with skinnish (Jan. 1) at Sycamore Springs. 1004 

Barrow, Captain. Mentioned. 799 

Barrow, Robert I. Mentioned. 808 

Barry, William F. Mentioned. 691 

Barry County, Mo. Skirmishes in. 

Oct. 8,1864 . 7 

Oct. 18,1864. 7 

Oct. 29,1864. See U^yshate's Farm, Barry County, Mo. Skirmish at, cfc. 

Barton, Ara. Mentioned. 162 

Bassford, Abraham. Mentioned. 882 

Baton Rouge, La. 

Aftair near, at Highland Stockade, July 29, 1864. 

Communication from Thomas W. Shernifiii.... 180 

Report of William P. Benton. 179 

Expedition from, to Davison's Ford, near Clinton. See Davisoyi's Ford, 
near Clinton, La. Expedition from Baton Bouye to, July 17-lS, ^ 

18Gd. 

Expedition to Clinton from. See Clinton, La, Expedition from Baton 
Bouye to, Dec. 23-24,1S6L 

Expedition to Clinton, Greensburg, Osyka, and Camp Moore from. Sec 
Clinton, Greensburg, Osyka, and, Camp Moore, La. Expedition 
from Baton liouge to, Oct. 5-0, 1S64. 

Operations in the vicinity of, July 3-25,1864, with skirmish near Bentou^s 
Ferry, ou the Amite River (25th). 

Itinerary. Thomas Logan. 41 

Report of Franklin Moore.. - -. 42 

Baxter, Lieutenant. Mentioned... 198 

C5 R R—VOL XLl, PT T 

































1026 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Baxter, Oliver H. P. Mentioned... 956,958 

Baxter Springs, Kans. Scout to, with skirmish, Aug. 1, 186i. Report of 

John D. Allen... 188 


Bayou Alabama, La. Skirmish at, Sept. 20,1864. See Moryanza^ La. Oper- 
aiions in the vicinity of, Sept. 16-3r>, 1S64, etc. 

Bayou des Arc, Ark. Action at, July 14, 1864. See Arkansa'i. Operations 
in, July 1-31,1864. lieports of 

ShelLy, Josepk 0. Steele, B’redenck Wilsou, David H. 

Bayou Grand Caillou, La. 

Affair at, Nov. 23,1864. See Bayou Grand Caillou, La. Bxjiedition from 
Terre Bonne to, Uov. 19-J7,1864, etc. 

Expedition from Terre Bonne to, Nov. 19-27,1864, with affair (23d) at Bayou 


Grand Caillou. 

Communication from Columbus Moore..,. 929 

Reports of 

Cameron, Robert A. 927 

Simms, John. 932 

Thrall, Eugene S. 932 

Bayou Liddell, La. Skirmish at, Oct. 15,1864 . 7 


Bayou Macon, La. Expedition from Goodrich’s Landing to, Aug. 28-31, 
1864. See Bayou Tensas, La. Skirmish near, Aug. SO, 1804, etc. 
Bayou Manchac, La. Expedition to. See Ajmite River, Xew River, and 
Bayou Manchac, La. Expeditions to, Oct. 9-8, 1864. 

Bayou Maringouin, La. Skirmishes near, Sept. 13, Sei>t. 16,1864. See Fausse 
River, La. Expedition from Morganza to, Sejyt. 13-17, 1864, etc. 
Bayou Pigeon, La. 

Expedition from Napolconville to. See Grand River and Bayou Pigeon, IjU. 

Expedition from Xapoleonville to. Sept. 30-30, 1804. 

Expedition to. See Grand Lake, Grand River, etc. Exjyeditmis to, Stpf. )-ll, 


1864, etc. 

Bayou Portage, La. Expedition from Brashear City to, Nov. 17-19,1864, 
with skiniiisli (18th) at Lake Faus&e Pointo. 

Communication from Thomas W. Sherman. 926 

Reports of 

Cameron, Robert A. 926 

Miller, Jesse S. 926 

Bayou Sara, La. Expeditions from Morganza to. 

Sept. 6-7,1864. Itinerary of Alonzo J. Edgertoii. 743 

Oct. 3-6,1864, and skirmishes. Report of Michael K. Lawl(‘r. 879 

Bayou Tensas, La. 

Skirmish at, July 30,1864. 2 

Skirmish near, Aug. 26,1864, aud expedition from Goodrich's Landing to 
Bayou Macon, Aug. 28-31,1864. 

Itinerary. A. Watson Webber. 205 

Reports of 

Chapin, Charles H. 295 

Webber, A. Watson. 294 

Beach, -. Mentioned. 776 

Beach, Melancthon S. Mentioned . .520 

Beam, Leroy J. Mentioned. 521,598-601 

Beard, W. D. Mentioned. 671 , 678 

Bear Ribs. (Indian.) Mentioned... 156 

Beatty’s Mill, Ark. Skirmish near, Sept. 1,1864. Report of Abraham H. 

Ryan. 735 
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Beaty, William. Mentioned.... 444, 4 

Beauvais, -—. Mentioned.... 828,8 

Bechand, Adolph. 

Mentioned ......... 853, 8 { 

Report of ox)erations in Arkansas, Oct. 1-31, 1864. 8 J 

Beckman, Edward. Mentioned...... 4( 

Beckwith,--. Mentioned... 8 s 

Bedinger, Henry O. Mentioned. 61 

Beebe, Hinkley P. Mentioned..._ 94 

Beebee, Marcus J. Mentioned..... 8 ? 

Beel,-. Mentioned .. 73 

Behlendorff, Frederick. 

Mentioned... 184,18 

Report of operations m Arkansas, Oct. 1-31,1861. 85 

Beigert, David. Mentioned. 77 

Belknap, Fort. See Fort Belknap. 

Bell, —-. (Confederate.) Mentioned. 24 

Bell,-. (Union.) Mentioned... 45 

Bell, Major. IVtciitioned. 98J 

Bell, Clara, Steamer. Mentioned..... 81 

Bell, James M. Mentioned..... 33,33, 3i 

Bell, M. L. Mentioned. 77' 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Samuel B. Maxey. 

Belle River, La. Expedition from Brashear City to, Oct. 22-24,1864. Re¬ 
ports of 

Cameron, Robert A. 89J 

Park, Ltithor T. 891 

Belton, Joseph F. Mentioned... 27 

Benecke, Louis. Mentioned. 177,178 

Benjamin, Judah P. For correspondence, etc., see State Department^ C. S, 

Bennen, A. Mentioned..... 946 

Bennett,-. Mentioned. 71 

Bennett, Clarence E. Correspondence with James H. Carleton. 248 

Bennett, George W. C. Mentioned... 688 , 698 

Bennett, Joseph P. Mentioned... 316 

Bennran [?], Colonel. Mentioned. 347 

Benson, Ezra. Mentioned. 776 

Bent, Charles. Mentioned. 954 

Bent, George. Mentioned... 964, 965 

Bent, William. Mentioned. 954 

Bent, William W. Mentioned... 964 

Benteen, Prederick W. Mentioned. 313,314, 

319,328,330,337,338,341,342,344,351,352,372, 373,390, .391,395,396,410, 
495,496,500-503,511,514-516,518, 519, 528, 529,534,541, 545,556, 557,566 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Ang. 29-Dec. 2,1861 . 330 

Benton, Steamer. Mentioned. 431-436,467,530-532 

Benton, Ark, 


Affair at, July 25, 1864. See Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31 j 1864. 


Bejmrt of Steele, p. 11. 

Scouts from Little Rock to. 

Sept. 6-7, 1864. Report of John F. Ritter... 742 

Nov. 27-30,1861. Report of William Hawley. 944 

Skirmish at, Aug. 18,1864. Report of Miles Kelioo. 265 


Skirmish near, July 6, 1864. See Arkansas. Operations in, July ISl^ 1864* 
Beport of Steele^ p. 11, 
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Benton County, Ark. 

Expedition in. See Washington and Benton Counties, Ar]c. Exjgedxtion in, 

Aug, n-27,1864, etc. 

Skirmish in, Oct. 20,1864. SeeP?-ice’s Missouri Expedition, Aug, iSO^Eeo, 2, 

1864. Beport of Harrison, p. 399. 

Benton Road, Ark. Skirmish on, July 19, 1864. See Little Bock, Ark. Skir¬ 
mish near, 07i the Benton Boad, Juhj 19,1864, 

Benton’s Perry, La. Skirmish near, on the Amite Eiver, July 25, 1864, See 
Baton Bouge, La. Opet'ations in the ricinity of, July 3-25,1864, etc. 


Benton, William P. 

Correspondence with Nathaniel P. Banks. 73 

Mentioned. 115,116 

Reports of 

Baton Rouge, La. Affair near, at Highland Stockade, Jnly 29, 1864.. 179 

Plaqueinine, La. Skirmish at, Aug, 6,1864. 218,219 

Berger, William. Mentioned... 365,366,370 

Bernard, John M, Mentioned. 590 

Berney, Joseph. Mentioned. 940,941 

Berry, B. A. Mentioned. ' 851 

Berry, Reuben T. Mentioned. 365,670 

Berryman, Dick. Mentioned. 456,883 

Berthoud, JSdward L. Mentioned. 346 

Berwick^ La. Reconnaissance to Pattersonville from. See Faitersonvitle, La. 

Beconnaissanoe from Berxvick to, Aug, 2, 1804. 

Beveridge John L. 

Mentioned. 342,271,375,376,383,385-387, 389,390,392,394,402,451 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. 378,379 

Beyers, -, Correspondence with John M. Chivington... 950 

Bicking, Alfred P. Mentioned. 775 

Biehle, Charles. Mentioned. 375 

Big Blue, Mo. Engagement at the, Oct. 23, 1864. See Brice's Missouri Expe¬ 
dition, Aug. 29-L>ec. 2, 1864. Beports of 

Benteen, Frederick "W. Hunt, Robert H. Montgomery, TVilliam C. F. 

Blunt, James G. Jennison, Charles R. Moonlight, Thoiiiaa. 

Brown, Egbert B. Johnson, Benjamin 8. Pheli)8, John E. 

Chariot, Chapman S. Jones, Benjamin S. Pleasonton, Alfr(‘d. 

Clark, John B., jr. Kelly, George W. Price, Sterling. 

Curtis, Samuel R. Lawther, I.obert R. Rosecrans, 'William S. 

Davies, J. F. Lazear, Bazel F. Thompson, M. Jofl*. 

Gravely, Joseph J. MitclieU, William B. Winslow, Edward F. 


See also Grant to JDeitzler, p. 616. 


Big Blue (Byram’s Pord, etc.). Mo. Action at the, Oct. 22,1864. See Brice's 
Missouri Expedition, Aug. 20-l)eo. 2, 1864. Beports of 


Blair, Charles W. 
Blunt, James G. 
Brown, Egbert B. 
Chailot, Chapman 8. 
Clark, John B., jr. 
Curtis, Samuel R. 
Davies, J. F. 

Davis, Samuel B. 
Deitzler, George W. 


Eppstein, Joseph A. 
Fishback, William H. M. 
Hunt, Roljert H. 

Jeunison, Charles B 
Jones, Benjamin S. 

Lane, James H. 
McFerran, James. 
McKenny, Thomas I. 


Montgomery, William C. K. 
Moonlight, Thomas. 
Pleasonton, Alfred. 

Price, Sterling. 

Roberts, Cyrus M. 
Rosecrans, William £ 
Sanborn, John B. 
Thompson, M. Jeff. 


Big Creek, Ark. Skirmish at. Sec Wallace's Ferry, Big Creek, Ark, Action 
at, July 26, 1864. 


















INDEX. 


1029 

Page. 


Big Creek, Mo. 

Scout ou. See Crisp^s Mill, on Big Creelc, Mo. Scout to, Aug. 25-30, 18G4, 
etc. 

Skirmisli on, July 28, 1864. See Blackwater Biver, Mo. Slcirynisk on, July 


27, 1SG4, etc. 

Big Head. (Indian.) Mentioned. 150 

Big Piney, Mo. 

Scouts from, July 5-6, 1864. Report ot Henry B. Brown. 42 

Skirmislies on. 


Nov. 1, 1864, etc. See Waynesville, Mo. Skmnislt near. 

Dec. 2, 1864. See WayneaviUe, Mo. Operations in the vicinity of, Dec. 
1-3, 1SG4, etc. 

Big River, Mo. Skirmisli on. See TyJei'^s Mills, Big River, Mo. Skirmish at. 


Oct. 7, 1864. 

Bill, J. M. Mentioned. 648 

Bingham, George. Mentioned. 436 

Birr, Captain. Mentioned.-. 13 

Birthright, Colonel. Mentioned. 907 

Bisbee, William H. Mentioned. 521,584,588 

Bishop, Albert W. 

Mentioned. 266,267 

Reports of 

Southwest Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 

15-24,1864, with skirmishes at Carrollton, Ark. (15th), on Rich¬ 
land Creek, Ark, (16th), and at Mud Town, Ark. (24th). 261 

Washington and Benton Counties, Ark. Expedition in, Aug. 21-27, 

1864, with skirmishes. 268 

Bishop, Peter. Mentioned. 940 

Bissett, James. Mentioned. 416 

Bivins, John W. Mentioned. 263 

Black Catfish. (Indian.) Mentioned. 150 

Black Kettle. (Indian.) Mentioned.hl4,948-950,952,959,960,965-968 

Black, Mercelon E. Mentioned. 798 

Black, Thomas G. Report of skirmish ou the Benton Road, near Little 

, Rock, Ark., July 19, 1864.87 

Blackburn, Joseph C. S. Correspondence with E. Kirby Smith. 89 


Blackwater River, Mo. 

Expedition to Scott’s Ford, on. See Scott's Ford, on the Blackioater. Expe¬ 
dition from Sedalia, Mo., to, Sept. 2-4, 1864. 

Skirmish on, July 27, 1864, and on Big Creek (28fch). Reports of 


Foster, Melville U.170,177 

Ploasonton, Alfred. 176 

Blackwell, Y. H. Mentioned. 288,659-662,605 

Blair, Charles W. 

Correspondence with Samuel R. Curtis. 596 

Mentioned. 466,474,478,479, 

482, 485-488,490,494,496,497,499-501,519, 521,524,525,536,539,545,552, 
556, 561, 562, 564,572,573,575,576,578,580,581,585,607, 615,619,767,769 

Reports of Pri(*e’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 596,601 

Blair, William D. Mentioned. 232,353,358,363 

Blakeney, Thomas J. 

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Fergusson. 86 

Report of expedition to the Pinal Mountains, Ariz. Ter., July 18-Aug, 7, 

1864 . 81 
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Blanchard,-. Mentioned. 930,931 

Blanchard,-. (Wagou-master.) Mentioned. 213 

Blansel, Captain. Mentioned. 236 

Blocki, Anton. Mentioned. 743 

Bloom, James. Mentioned. 977 

Bloomfield, Mo. Skirmish near, July 14,1864. Report of John T. Burris- 71 

Blue, Burwel S. Mentioned. 325 

Blue, Erastus. Mentioned. 886 

Blimt, James G. 

Correspondence with Samuel R. Curtis. 476,505,527 

Mentioned. 312,314, 

319,337,338, 341, 350,374,384,389,390,392, 405,408,411,413,464,465,470- 
476, 478-481,483,485,487-492,495,496,500-503,505,507-510,512,513,516, 
518, 519, 521,524-529,533, .535-538,540, 541,547,551,554,555,557,558,562, 
564, 565,567-569,571,572,578,579,586, .588,590-592, 594-599, 601, 603, 606, 
607, 610, 611,614-616,618-621,624,633,634,638,646, 647,657,690,694,699 
Reports of 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. 571 

Smoky Hill Crossing, Kans. Skirmish near, with Indians, Aug. 16, 


1864 . 263 

Walnut Creek, Kans. Skirmish at, Sept. 25, 1864 . 818 

Boca Chica Pass, Tex. Skirmish at, Oct. 14, 1864. Rex>ort of Henry M. 

Day. 888 

Bodkin, William A. Mentioned. 325 

Boggs, William R. For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see E. Kirhy Smith, 

Boles, Thomas. Mentioned. 235,236 

Bolin, -. Mentioned. 44, 79 

Bolton, Captain. Mentioned. 916 

Bond, Frank S. Mentioned. 316 

Bonde, A. Edgar. Mentioned. 755 

Bonner, -. Mentioned. 296 

Bonneville, Benjamin L. E. ittentioned. 439 

Boone County, Mo. 

Operations in, etc. See Ilandolphj Howard^ and Boone Counties^ Mo. Oper¬ 
ations in, Se2)t. 13-19, 1SG4, etc. 

Skirmishes in, Sei)t. 7-8, 1804. See Boone and Howard Counties, Mo. 

Scouts in, Sept. G-12, 1864, etc. 


Boone and Howard Counties, Mo. Scouts in. Sept. 6-12, 1864, with skir¬ 
mishes (7th and 8fch) in Boone County. Report of Joseph B. 

Douglass. 744 

Boonville, Mo. 

Skirmish at, Oct. 9, 1864. See Pricers Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 

1864. Deports of 


Fisk, Clinton B. Plumb, William. Rosocrans, William S 

Montgomery, William C.F. Price, Sterling. 

Skirmishes near, Oct. 11-12, 1864. See Pricers Missouri Expedition, Aug. 
29-Dee. 2, 1864. Deports of 


Clark, Jolm B., jr. 
Davies, J. F. 
Eppsteiu, Joseph A. 
Gravely, Joseph J. 


Greene, Colton. 
Jackman, Sidney D. 
McFerran, James. 
Phelps, John £. 


Booth, Henry. 

Corresx>ondence with William H. Struthers 
Mentioned.. 


Philips, Jolm P. 
Price, Sterling. 
Sanborn, Jolm B. 
Shelby, Joseph (), 


. 234 

2a5,920,934,901 
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Booths Henry—Continued. 

Eeports of 

Mulberry Creek, Kans. Scout from Salina to, Aug. 8~11, 1864. 233,234 

Smoky Hill Fork, Kans. Scout on, Aug. 1-5, 1864. 189 

Booth, William. 

Mentioned. 189,264 

Report of scout on the Republican River, Kans., Aug. 19-24, 1864 . 265 

Borcee. (Indian.) Mentioned. 967 

Bord,-. Mentioned. 258,259 

Border, Army of the. (Union.) For Orders, see Kansas^ Department of, 

Botchfuhr, Hugo C. C. Mentioned. 400 

Bourland, James. Reports of operations against Indians near Fort Belknap, 

Tex., Oct. 13-20, 1864, with skirmish (13th) on Elm Creek_^4,885 

Boutell, Lewis H. Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 

1864. 370 

Boutelle, Charles A. Mentioned. 892 

Bowen,-. Mentioned. 78-80 

Bowen, Leavitt L. 

Mentioned. 949,950,957,958 

Report of engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. Ter., Nov. 29, 

1864 . 957 

Bowers, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 738 

Bowie, George W. Mentioned.-. 125 

Bowlin, William. Mentioned. 918 

Bowman, Charles W. Mentioned. 353 

Bowman, Thomas. Mentioned. 328 

Bowsfield, John. Mentioned. 776 

Boyd,-. Mentioned. 849 

Boyd, Edward D. Mentioned.*. 521 

Boyd, JosiahP. Mentioned. 410 

Boyer, Louis J. Mentioned. 842 

Boyles, William. Mentioned. 955 

Brackett, Alhred B. 

Mentioned. 142,143,146,148,165 

Reports of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25- 

Oct.8, 1864 .161 

Brackman, Albert. Mentioned. 178 

Braden, James C. Mentioned. 983 

Braden, John. Mentioned..•. 451 

Bradford^ Captain. Mentioned. 274 

Bradley, Barton S. Mentioned. 736 

Bragg, Braxton. 

Correspondence with 

Butler, Thomas. 103,104,106,108,117,118 

Da V is, J efierson. 106,108 

Lee, Stephen D. 90 

Smith, E. Kirby.95,119 

Stevens, William. 103 

Taylor, Richard. 109,118,120,121 

War Department, C.S. 121 

Mentioned. 89,91,106,107,109, 111, 116,118,119,121,123 

Bram, John C. Mentioned. 88 

Brandon, Richard. Mentioned. 987 

Brannan, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 1002 
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Brashear City, La. 

Expedition to Bayou Portage from. See Bayou Portage, La, Expedition 
from Brashear City lOj Xov. 17-19,1SG4, eto. 

Expedition to Belle River from. See Belle Kiver, La, Expedition from 


Brashear City to, Oct, 18G4, 

Brassfield,'Granville M. Mentioned. 66 

Brawner, Thomas E, Mentioned. 178,425 

Brazos Santiago, Tex. 

Operations in the vicinity of, Aug. 4-15,1864, with skirmish (9th) at Point 

Isabel. Report of Hem*y M. Day. 211 

Skirmish at the Palmetto Ranch, near. Sept. 6,1864. Report of Henry M. 

Day. 742 

Breckinridge, Marcus P. Mentioned. 505 

Bremer, P. J. Mentioned. 830,843 

Brent, J. L. Mentioned. 92, 96,100,101,104 

Brent, John T. Mentioned. 977 

Brewer, O. H. P. Mentioned. 36 

Brewer's Lane, Ark. Skirmish at. Sept. 11, 1864, See Moniicello, Ark. 
Expedition from Pine Bluff toward, Sept, 9-11, 1864, etc, 

Bricham, John. Mentioned. 36 

Bright Star, Steamer. Mentioned. 463 

Brinker, Isaac. Mentioned. 676 

Briscoe,-. Mentioned. 271 

Brisse,-. Mentioned... 173 

Bristol, Henry B. 

Mentioned... 201,202 

Reports of scouts from Port Sumner, N. Mex., Ang. 3-Nov. 4, 1864, with 

skirmish (Aug. 26) at Sacramento Mountains .. 201 

Brogdon, J. B. Mentioned. 750 

Brookfield, Mo. Expedition to Brunswick, Kcytcsville, and Salisbury from. 

See Briinsivich, Keytesville, and Salishury, Mo. Expedition from 
l^'ooTcfield to, Nov, 16-23,1864, 

Brooks, James. Mentioned. 775 

Brooks, Joseph. Mentioned. 20 

Brooks, WiUiam H. Mentioned. 399,400,638,643,647,737, 738,781,797,819 

Brooks, William S. Mentioned... 12,13,16-19,21,22 

Brown,-. Mentioned. 823,891,894 

Brown, C|iptain. Mentioned. 277 

Brown, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 1002 

Brown, Major. Mentioned. 240,676 

Brown, B. Gratz. Mentioned. 310,316 

Brown, Buck. Mentioned. 13,24,75,194,269,270,398-400,797, 798.910,918,919 

Brown, Edward. Mentioned ........... 184 

Brown, Egbert B. 

Correspondence with 

Curtis, Samuel R. 466 

Pleasonton, Alfred. 348-350 

Rosecrans, William S. 56, .350,36.“> 

Itinerary. Price's Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864. 357 

Mentioned. 219, 


256, 257,308,310-312,316,318,328-330,836,337,340, 341,344,348,350,357, 
359, 360, 370, 372, 376, 383, 394,395,418-420,466,467,524,606,738,753,813 
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Brown, Egbert B.—Continued. 

Eeports of 

Lexington, Mo. Skirinisli near, Sept. 18, 1864 . 812 

Lougwoodi Mo. 

Skirmish at. Sept. 13,1864. 799 

Skirmish near. Sept. 22, 1864 . 816 

Pisgali, Mo. Skirmish near, Sept. 10, 1864 . 760 

Price’s Missouri Exj)edition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864... 34 i, 346 

Wellington, Mo. Operations in the vicinity of, July 9-13,1864, -with 

skirmishes at Warder’s Church (10th), and at Columbus (12th). 65 

Western Missouri. OiJerations in, July 6-30, 1864. 49-51 

Brown, George M. Mentioned. 437 

Brown, Henry B. 

Mentioned. 763 

Eeports of scouts from Big Piney, Mo., July 5-6, 1864 . 42 

Brown, Henry C. Mentioned .. 20,22 

Brown, Hezekiah N. Mentioned. 410 

Bfown, John D. Mentioned. 328 

Brown, Joseph R. Mentioned. 38,553 

Brown, Napoleon B. Mentioned. 60 

Brown, Oscar M. Eeport of expedition from Fort Craig, N. Mex., to Fort 

Goodwin, Ariz. Ter., Oct. 1-Nov. 27, 1864 . 867 

Brown, Samuel. Mentioned. 60 

Brown, W. F. Mentioned. 850 

Brown, William. Mentioned.*. 544 

Brown, William S. Mentioned.*... 60,61 

Brown, W. S. Mentioned. 885 

Brownsville, Ark. 

Skirmish at, Sept. 4, 1864.*.-..*_ 5 

Skirmishes near. 

July 13, 1864. Eeports of Oliver Wood. 68 

July 30,1864, at Hay Station No. 3. Eeport of John W. Stephens_ 183 

Brownsville, Tex. Eeoc<*ux>atiou of, by the Confederate forces, July 30, 

1864. Eeport of James H. Fry. 185 

Bruce, James H. Eeport of operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter., 

Sept, 11-25,1864, with actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson 

(16th), and at Cabin Creek and Pryor’s Creek (19th). 765 

Brumfield, William. Mentioned. 60 

Brunell, Joseph. Mentioned . 889 

Brunswick, Mo. 

Affair near, Sept. G, 1864. Eeport of William E. Moberly. 741 

Skirmish at, Oct. 11, 1864. Sec Prices Missouri Exjyeditionj Aug, 29-l)ec,Sj 
1SG4. Reporls of Harding, p. 435; Chirtis, p. 530. 

Brunswick, Keytesville, and Salisbury, Mo. Ex])(‘dition from Brookfield 

to, Nov. 16-23,1864. Eejiort of Eli J. Crandall. 921 

Brutsche, John D. Mentioned. 396 

Bryan, Guy M. For correspondence as A. A. G., sec E, Eirhy Smith. 

Bryan, Richard E. Mentioned. 922 

Bryan, William. Mentioned. 353 

Bryant, George. Mentioned. 213 

Bryson, James H. Mentioned. 353,358,363 

Buckingham, J. Mentioned. 886 
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P.ic:e 

Buck Island, in the Mississippi River. Expedition from Helena, Ark., to, 

July 13--16,1864. Reports of 


Buford, Napoleon B. 69 

Schoenemann, Eudolpli. 70 

Buckmaster, Henry. Mentioned. 522, ,552 

Buckner, Simon B. 

Correspondence with 

Smith, E. Kuhy. 110,113,118,120 

Taylor, Richard. 111,118,119 

Mentioned.. 92,93,102 

Bucksath, Henry. Mentioned. 425 


BuckskuU, Randolph County, Ark. Skirmish at, Nov. 20,1861. See Patter- 
8071 , Wayne County, Mo, Expedition front Cape (Pirardeau iOj Xor. 
lSG4y etc, 

Buffalo Creek, Mo. Skirmish on, Aug. 7, 1864. See Southwest Missoim. 


Operations in, Aug, 1-28, 1864, etc, 

Buffalo Creek, in Ripley County, Mo. Scout from Patterson to, July 8-12, 

1864. Report of Warren C. Shat tuck. '65 

Buford, Napoleon B. 

Correspondence with 

Canhy, Edward R. S... 69,190 

Hitchcock, Ethan A. 69 

Mentioned.-..... 974 

Reports of 

Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31,1864. 16,17 

Buck Island, in the Mississippi River. Expedition from Helena, Ark., 

to, July 13-16,1864. 69 

Eastern Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 1-5,1864, with skirmish (1st) 

at Lamb’s Plantation, near Helena. 190 

Bull Bear. (Indian.) Mentioned. 967 

Bull, John P. 

Mentioned. 640 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. 648 

Bull Bayou, Ark. Skirmish at, Aug. 7,1864. See Little Ped Hirer, Jrl. Ex¬ 
pedition from Little Pock to, A ug, 6-10,1864, etc. 

Bullitt’s Bayou, La. Skirmish at. Sept. 14,1864. Report of Thomas M. 

Elliott.*. 800 

Bturbridge, John Q. 

Mentioned...... 431,630, 6 41, 643, 679,680 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. 693 

Burch, James R. Mentioned ... -___ *.*... 649 

Burch, Milton. 

Mentioned. 193,198,910 

Reports of 

Carthage, Mo. Skirmish at. Sept. 22, 1864 . 816 

Southwest Missouri. Operations in, Aug. 1-28, 1864, with skirmishes 
at Diamond Grove Prairie (1st), at Rutledge (4th), near Enter¬ 
prise and on Buffalo Creek (7th). 194,196 

Burgess, Jefferson. Mentioned. 216 

Burkhart,-. Mentioned. 850 

Bumes, James T. Mentioned. 410 

Burnet, James. Mentioned. 32 

Burnett, James H. Mentioned. 41,78 

Burns, James W. Mentioned. 410 
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Bums, Nathan H. Mentioned. 77 

Bums, Simon P. Mentioned. 195 

Burr, Montgomery S. Mentioned. 691 

Burris, John T. 

Mentioned. 77,521,579 

Reports of 

Bloomfield, Mo. Skirmish near, July 14, 1864. 71 

Caruthersville, Mo. Expedition from New Madrid to, July 5-10,1864, 

with skirmishes. 43,44 

Southeast Missouri and Northeastern Arkansas. Operations in, July 
18-Aug. 6, 1864, with skirmishes at Scatterville, Ark. (July 28), 

at Osceola, Ark. (Aug. 2), and at Elk Chute, Mo. (Aug. 4).78,79 

Burris, Milton. Mentioned. 359 

Burton, Lewis S. Mentioned. 39 

Buskirk, Taylor. Mentioned. 195 

Bussey, Cyrus. Mentioned. 976 

Butler, James G-. Report of operations in Central Arkansas, Dec. 1-31,1864. 979 

Butler, Reuben. Mentioned. 1 . 734 

Butler, Thomas. 

Correspondence with Braxton Bragg. 103,104,106,108,117,118 

Mentioned. 109 

For corres]}ondence as A. B. C., see Braxion Bragg. 

Butterfield, George W. Mentioned. 171 

Cabell, William L. Mentioned . 196,265,313,319,333,335,338, 341,352,358,389,403, 
404,448,496,501,527,534,570,624,625,627,629,630,635-637,639-641,643- 
647, 659,679,680,698,704,708,709,711,715,719,729,737,744,781,865,911 
Cabin Creek, Ind. Ter. Action at, Sept. 19,1864. See CheroJeee Nation, Ind. 

Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-^5,1864, etc. 

Cadwell, Luman L. Mentioned. 807 

Calais, Prank W. Mentioned. 295 

Caledonia, Mo. Skirmishes at. 

Sept. 12,1864. Report of James Wilson. 796 

Sept. 28,1861. See Price's Missouri Expedition, Aug, 29-Dec. $, 1804, Iteports 

of 

Campbell, William J. Ewiug, Thomas,jr. Jackman, Sidney B. 

Calhoun. John B. Mentioned. 955 

California, Mo. Skirmish at, Oct. 9, 1864. See Pricers Missouri Expedition, 

Aug. 29-Dec, 2, 1804. Reports of 

Clark, John B.jjr. Lawther, Robert K. Philips, John F. 

Davies, J.F. McFerran, James. Plumb, William. 

Eppstein, Joseph A. Montgomery,William C. F. Sanborn, John B 

Greene, Colton. Phelx)s, J ohn E ThDmx)son, M. Jeff. 

California Troops. Mentioned. 

Cavalry—/?ep//ne/ 7 ts: 1st, 45,81,82,85,126,201, 202, 867, 868, 870, 873, 875, 
878,940,941. 

Infantry— Regiments: 1st, 45, 46, 212,213,247,248, 813,940 ; 5th, 45, 46,81, 
82,85,126. 

Calkins, Elias A. Mentioned. 223,225 

Callaway Coimty, Mo. Scout in, Nov. 6-7,1864. Report of Douglas Dale.. 911 

Callender, Sidney R. Mentioned. 979 

Calvert, Patrick J. Mentioned. 42 

Camack, John S. Mentioned. 976 

Cambern, S. Monte. Mentioned. 184 
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I^age. 

Camden Point, Mo. Action at, July 13,1864. See Wesiei'n Missouri. Oper¬ 
ations hij July 6-30f 1804, Reports of 
Curtis, Samuel R. Ford, James H. Holloway, Geoi'ge A. 

Elmer, Edward P. 

Camden Point and Union Mills, Mo. Skirmislios near, July 22,1864. See 
Westei'n Missouri. Ojw'aiious in, July G-30, 18G4. Beport of Cox, 

p.60. 

Cameron, Duncan. Mentioned... 879 

Cameron, Hugh. 

Mentioned...*.*. ^96 

Reports of 

Huntsville and Yellville, Ark. Scout from Springfield, Mo., to, Nov. 

11-21,1864, with skirmishes. 917 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 406 

Cameron, James D. Statement of, relating to the conduct of troops under 
command of John M. Chivington, at engagement with Indians on 

Sand Creek, Colo. Ter., Nov. 29,1864. 970 

Cameron, Robert A. 

Correspondence with 

Fiske, William O. 214,215 

Moore, Columbus. 929 

Sherman, Thomas W. 181, 746, 926 

Mentioned. 180,181,214,218,932,945 

Reports of 

Bayou Grand Caillou, La. Expedition from Terre Bonne to, Nov. 19- 

27,1864, with affair (23d) at Bayou Grand Caillou. 92V 

Bayou Portage, La. Expedition from Brashear City to, Nov. 17-19, 

1864, with skirmish (18th) at Lake Fausse Pointe. 926 

Belle River, La. Expedition from Brashear City to, Oct. 22-24, 1864.. 891 

Donaldsonville, La. Affair near. Sept. 4,1864 . 740 

Doyal’s Plantation, La. 

Affair at, Aug. 5, 1864 . 214,215 

Skirmish at, Nov. 29,1864 . 945 

Grand Lake, Grand River, Lake Fausse Pointe, Bayou Pigeon, and 
Lake Natchez, La. Expeditions to, Sept. 7-11,1864, with affair 

(8th) at Lahadieville. 747 

Napoleonville, La. Skirmishes near, July 29,1864. 180 

Natchez Bayou, La. Expedition to, Aug. 30-Sept. 2, 1864, with skir¬ 
mish (Sept. 1) near Geutilly’s Plantation. 7.30 

Pattersonville. La. Reconnaissance from Berwick to, Aug. 2,1864.... 198 

Camp, George A. 

Mentioned. 14.3,166,170-172 

Report of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25- 

Oct. 8,1864. 172 

Camp Moore, La. Expedition from Baton Rouge to. See Clinton, Creens- 
lurg, Osylca, and Camp Moore, La. Expedition from Batou Rouge 
to, Oct, 5-9,1864. 

Campbell,-. Mentioned. 255 

Campbell, Colonel. Mentioned. 301 

Campbell, Benjamin B. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Boheri J. (Uime- 
ran, 

Campbell, George J. Report of operations in'Arkansas, Oct. 1-31,1861. 863 

Campbell, John, Mrs. Mentioned. 233 


■4 
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Campbell, William J. 

Mentioned... 446,447,451,452 

Report of Pricers Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864... 325 

Canadian Hiver, N. Mez. Engagement mth Indians on. See Adobe Fori, 

N, Mex. Fngag€7nent ivith Indians ai, Xov. $Oj 1864, etc, 

Canby, Edward R. S. 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A. 217 

Buford, Napoleon B... 69,190 

Mentioned. 69,87,89,99,116,122,192,199,277,307,315,638,809,883,999 

Report of expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to destroy the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad, Dec. 21,1864-Jan. 5,1865, with engagements at Verona, 

Miss. (25th), and at Egypt, Miss. (28th). 998 

Cane Hill, Ark. Skirmish at, Nov. 6,1864. See Price’s Mmomd Expediiimiy 
Aug. ,29-Dec. 'J, 1S64. Reports of 


Hunt, Robert H. 


Shelby, Joseph 0. 


Curtis, Samuel R. 

Harrison, La Rue. 

Canihan, --. Mentioned... 295 

Cannon, James D. Mentioned. 970 

Cantrell, D. W. Report of skirmish on the BigPiney, near AVayiiesville, Mo., 

Nov. 1,1864 . 895 

Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

Expeditions.to Cherokee Bay, Ark., and Saint Francis River, from. See 
Cherokee Dag, Ark., and Saint Francis Rivei\ Expeditions from 
Cape Girardeau and Dallas, Mo,, to„ Dec. W, 186d-Jan. 4,1865. 
Expedition to Patterson, Wayne County, from. See Patterson, Wayne 
County, Mo. Expedition from Cape Girardeau to, Nov. 16-^5, 

1864, etc. 

Skirmish near, Dec. 14, 1864, in the Cypress Swamp. Report of John B. 

Rogers. 991 

Carleton, James H. 

Correspondence with 

Anderson, Allen L. 1003 

Bennett, Clarence E. 248 

Carson, Christopher. 944 

Mentioned..1. 125,201,205,887,913,943 

Carlton, Charles H. Mentioned. 641 

Carlton, James M. Mentioned.,. 776 

Carman, Robert. Mentioned... 416,425,429 

Carmichael, Eagleton. 

Mentioned... 12,13,16-20,23,27,271,302,649 

Reports of 

Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31,1864. 20 

Mount Vernon, Ark. Scout from Helena to, Aug. 22-25,1864. 270 

Carney, Thomas. Mentioned. 464, 

465,467-471,478,491,492,504,523,524,526,573,574,614,617,755 
For correspondence, etc., see Kansas, Governor of. 

Carpenter, Miss. Mentioned. 994 

Carpenter, George W. Mentioned ...-. 532 

Carpenter, Robert. Mentioned. 521,581,590 

Carpenter, Seymour D. Mentioned. 452 
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Carr, Eugene A. 

Correspondence witli 

Andrews, Christopher C... 283 

Steele, Frederick...... 863,898,902,917 

West, Joseph R... 902 

Mentioned..... 221,223,898,900,901,921 

Report of operations in Central Arkansas, Aug. 9-15,1864, with skirmishes. 235 

Carr, G-eorge P. Mentioned.... -.. 738,744 

Carrabasset, U. S. S. Mentioned..... 199,751 

Carrington, P. R. Mentioned..... 657 

Carroll,-. Mentioned...... 798 

Carroll, Joseph A. Mentioned......... 32 

Carroll County, Mo. Operations in. See Ea\j and Carroll Counties, Mo, 
Operations in, Aug, 13-16,1S64, etc. 

Carrollton, Ark. Skirmish at, Aug. 15,1864. See Southwest Missouri and Xorth- 
westei'n Arkansas. Operations in, Aiig. 15-34,1864, etc. 

Carrollton, Mo. Surrender of, Oct. 17,1864. See Pricers Missouri Eax^cdition, 

Aug, 39-J)eo, 3, 1864. Eeports of Fish, p. 423; Deagle, p. 443, 

Carson, Christopher, 

Correspondence with James H. Carleton...... 944 

Mentioned..... 202,203,205,213 

Reports of engagement with Indians at Adobe Fort, on the t^anadian 

River, N. Mex., Nov. 25,1864 . 939,943 

Carson, N. 

Mentioned... 881,885 

Report of operations against Indians near Fort Belknap, Tex,, Oct. 13-20, 

1864, with skirmish (13th) on Elm Creek... 885 

Carter, Henry J. Mentioned.*..... 108 

Carter, John. Mentioned. 61 

Carter, Richard. Mentioned. 787 

Carthage, Mo. 

Skirmish at, Sept. 22,1864. Report of Milton Burch. 816 

Skirmish near, July 21, 1864. See Southwest Missouri, Ox)erationsin,Juhi 
18-33, 1864, etc. 

Caruthersville, Mo. 

Expedition from New Madrid to, July 5-10, 1864, with skirmishes. Re- 

ports of John T. Burris... i3,14 

Skirmish near, Dec. 30, 1864. Report of John B. Rogers. 1006 

Case, Theodore S. Mentioned. 376 

Cass, William. Mentioned. 32 

Cass County, Mo. Scout in. See Jackson and Cass Counties, Mo. Scouts in, 

Aug. 35-39, 1864, etc. 

Cassairt, Jacob. 

Mentioned. 397 

Report of expedition to Quincy, Mo., Oct.29-Nov. 8,1864, with skirmishes 

(Nov. 1 and 2) near Quincy.... -.. 801 

Cassville, Mo. Expedition to Fayetteville, Ark., from. See FageiteviUe, 

Ark, Expedition from Cassville, Mo., to, Jug, 33-38, t86i,etc. 

Casteel, T. C. Mentioned. 190 

Castle,-. Mentioned... 799 

Castle, Mrs. Mentioned. 799 

Castle, B. S., jr. Mentioned. 434 

Casualties in Action, Confederate Troops and Union Troops. Casualties, 
Meturns of. 
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Catherwood, Edwin C. 

Mentioned... 310,311,313, 342,371,381,388,403,460,539 

Reports of 

Pricers Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Pec. 2, 1864 ....... 385 

Randolph County, Mo. Operations in, July 23-24, 1864, with skir¬ 
mishes at Allen (23d), and at Huntsville (24th) .... 124 

Ray and Carroll Counties, Mo. Operations in, Aug, 12-16, 1861, vitli 

skirmish (12th) at Fredericksburg. 250 

Cause, Jo. Mentioned. 800 

Cave, E. W. Mentioned. 186 

Celeste, Steamer. Mentioned..... 228,299, 741,889 

Celeste and Conamercial, Steamers. Attack on, at Gregory’s Landing, on 
the White River, Ark., Sept. 4,1861. Report of Christoi>her C. 

Andrews. 741 

Central Arkansas. Operations in. 

Aug. 9-15, 1864, with skirmishes. Reports of 

Andrews, Christopher C. 236 

Carr, Eugene A. 235 

Ryan, Abraham H. 236 

Nov. 1-30,1864. 

Communications from 

Carr, Eugene A...... 898,902 

Nash, Lucius B. 899 

Steele, Frederick. 902 

West, Joseph R. 902 

Itineraries. 

Geiger, Washington F. 900 

AVest, Joseph R. 897 

Reports of 

Avery, George S. 899 

Childress, George L. 901 

McCartney, Joseph S. 900 

Ritter, Johu F. 897 

Dec. 1-31, 1864. 

Itinerary. Joseph R. West. 976 

Reports of 

Butler, James G. 979 

Davis, Gurnsey W . 977 

Geiger, Washington F. 977 

Hudson, Gilbert J. 978 

Centralia, Mo. 

Affairs at. 

Sept. 7, 1864. 

Communications from 

Fitch, D. H. 746 

Sturgeon, Isaac H. 746 

Report of Clinton B. Fisk. 745 

Sept. 27, 1861. See Pnee^s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 39-Dec. 3, 1864. 
Reports of Fisk, p. 417; Kutzner, p, 442. 

Skirmish near, Sept. 28,1864. See PrMs Missouri Expedition, Aug. 39-Dec. 

2,1864. Report of Draper, p. 440. 

Centreville, Mo. Skirmish near, Nov. 12, 1864. Report of Albert Sigel. 919 

Chacon, Rafael. Mentioned. 201,204,206,208,209 

Chambers, James W. Mentioned..... 355,878 
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Chandler, John L, 

Correspondence with Lucius B. Nash. 899 

Mentioned.-. 898 

Chandler, William. Mentioned..... 817 

Chapel Hill, Mo. 

Expedition from Warrensburg to, July 29-Aug. 2, 1861, with skirmish 

(July 30) near Chapel Hill, Report of Elisha Horn. 182 

Skirmish near, July 30,1861. See C/mpcZ HiU, Mo, Expedition from War- 
rensliirg to, Jnhj 20Siig, A 18G4, etc, 

Chapin, Charles H. 

Mentioned...*.- - -. 291 

Report of skirmisli near Bayou Tensas, Aug. 26,1861, and expedition from 

Goodrich’s Landing to Bayou Macon, La., Aug. 28-31,1861. 295 

Chapman, Augustus H. Mentioned. 284,286 

Chappel, Harmon T. 

Mentioned. 20 

Report of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31,1864 . 22 

Chariton County, Mo. Scout in, July 27-30,1864, with skirmishes (30th) on 
the Chariton Road, near Keytesville, and at Union Church. Re¬ 
ports of 

Fisk, Clinton B. 177 

Stanley, J oseph. 178 


Chariton Road, Mo. Skirmish on, .July 30, 1864. See Chariion Conntg^Mo, 

Scout ?Ji, July 27-30, 1864, etc. 

Charleston, Mo. Skirmibh at, Nov. 5,1864. See Mi88i88q)pi Counig, Mo, Oper¬ 
ations hi, Kov. 6-6,1864, etc. 

Chariot, Mo. Battle of. See Marmiton, Engagement at the, or hattJc of Char¬ 
iot, Mo., Oct. 25, 1864. 

Chariot, Chapman S. 

Mentioned.... 372,478,483,491,496,500,501,509,520,526,541,557,560,579,915,982 


Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1861 . 523 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Samuel E. Curtis. 

Charveaux, Ferdinand. 

Mentioned. 384,800 

Report of scout in Texas County, Mo., Sept. 14-21, ISiJl, with skirmish 

(18th) at Thomasville. 801 

Chase, George H. Mentioned. 73,71,950 

Chastain, Mills P. Mentioned. 353 

Chavez, Jesus. Mentioned. 207 

Chekote, Samuel. Mentioned... 785, 787,791 

Cherokee Bay, Ark., and Saint Francis River. Expeditious from Cape 
Girardeau and Dallas, Mo., to, Dec. 20,1861-Jaii. 4,1865, R<‘i)ort 

of John B. Rogers. 997 

Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in, S<‘i)t. 11-25,1864, witli actions at 
Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin Creek and 
Pryor’s Creek (19th). 

Casualties. Returns of. Confederate troox)S. 792 

Communications from 

Hildebrand, J. N. 770 

Hopkins, Henry. 769 

Oliver, Lindsey H. 778 

Congratulatory Orders. 

Cooper, Douglas H. 792 

Maxey, Samuel B. 793 

Smith, E. Kirby. 794 
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Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25, 1861, etc,—Cont'd. 
Reports of 

Barker, Edgar A. 771 

Bruce, James H. 765 

Cooper, Douglas H. 781-783 

Curtis, Samuel R. 764 

Foreman, John A.^. 766 

Gano, Richard M. 788,791 

Hopkins, Henry. 766,769 

Jeiini&on, Charles R. 772 

Jolinson, Curtis. 774,775 

Maxoy, Sauiucl I>. 777-780 

Sykes, George. 761 

IVatie, Stand. 783, 784 

Williams, James JVE. 766 

Chester, William. Mentioned. 815 

Chester, William E. Mentioned. 292 

Chestnut,-. Mentioned. 253 

Chihuahua, Mexico, Governor of. Mentioned. 128 

Childress, George L. 

Mentioned. 902,976,977 

Report of operations in Central Arkansas, Nov. 1-30,1864 . 901 

Chiles,-. Mentioned. 291, 432 

Chipley, S. F. For ooiTespondence, see JE, Jxirln/ Smith. 

Chippewa, Steamer. Mentioned. 711,758,901 

Chippewa Falls, Steamer. Mi'iitioned. 147 

Chitwood, G. W. Mentioii<‘d. 792 

Chitwood^ Joshua. Mentioned. 343 

Chitwood, Richard G. Mentioned. 412 

Chivington, John M. 

Correspoudenet* with 

Beyers,..*.*. 950 

Dailey,.. 950 

Mentioned. 951-953, 955,960-963,967-972 

Reports of 

Sand Creek, Colo. Ter. Engag<‘ment n itU Indians on, Nov. 29,1861 .. 948 

Valley Station, Colo. Ter. Skmnisli near, 0<'t. 10,1861 . 883 

Choteau, »Stoamer. Mentioned. 301 

Christensen, Christian T. Mtntioned. 282 

Christian,-. Mentioned. 630, 644 

Christian, Allen W. IVlentioned.. 353, 358,736 

Christian, Robert H. Mimiioned. 638, 647,669 

Christian, William L. Mentioned. 177 

Christopher, James. Mentioned. 12 

Chrysler, Morgan H. Mentioned. 179,936 

Churchill, Thomas J. Mentioned. 115,754 

Ciberth,-. Mentioned. 808 

Cimarron River, N. Mex. Scout on. Sec Northeaatein^ Xeiv Mexico. Scout 
in, Sept. IS-Oci, 5, 1804, etc. * 

Cincinnati, Ark. Skirmishes near, Nov. 6,1864. See Fort Smith, Ark. Expe¬ 
dition from Springfield, Mo., to, Nov. 0-10, 1864, etc. 

Claflin, Nelson H. Mentioned. 906 

Clapp, William H. Mentioned.A. 218 

60 R R—VOL XLI, PT I 
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Clara Bell, Steamer. 

Attack ou, July 24,1864. See TThUe IHver, Arl. Operatioits on, July 10-m, 

1864, etc. 

Mentioued. 

Clarendon, Ark. 

Attack on steamer J. D. Perry at. SeeJ. i>. Verry, Sieamir, AftacJcon, Sept 
J8G4, etc. 

Attack oil steamer liesolute near. See liesolute, Steamer. Attack on, Oct. 

11,1864, etc. 

Expedition from DevalVs Bluff toward, Oct. 16-17,1864. Report of Albert 


B. Kauffman. 889 

Clark, Charles S. Mentioned. 297 

Clark, Enoch. Mentioned. 776 

Clark, George J. Mentioned. 521,579,596,598,600 

Clark, H. B. Mentioned. 79,751,752 

Clark, John. Mentioned. 975 

Clark, John B., jr. 

Correspondence with Clinton B. Fisk. 685 

Mentioned. 329,334,430,431,437,438,621,627,628,630,632-635,637,640,641, 

645, 646, 648,656,657,666,673-675, 687-691, 693,695,696, 698,704, 715, 728 

Reports of Price’s Missouri Exjiedition, Aug. 29-Dec, 2,1864. 678,686 

Clark, John M. 

Mentioned. 58 

Report of operations in Western Missouri, July 6-30, 1864 . 59 

Clark, Levi. Mentioned. 974 

Clark, Samuel J. Mentioned. 20 

Clark, William B. Mentioned. 521, 579,596,599,775 

Clark, William P. Mentioned. 261,263 

Clarke, R. Watson. 

Mentioned. 968,972 

Statement of, relating to the conduct of troops under command of John 
M. Chivington, at engagement with Indians ou Sand Creek, 

Colo. Ter., Nov. 29, 1864 . 972 

Clarke, William T. Mentioned. 421,423 

Clarkson, Thaddeus S. Report of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31, 

1864 . 14 

Clarksville, Ark. Skirmishes at, Sept. 28 and Oct. 9, 1864. See Fort Smith, 

Ark. Expedition from Little Each to, Sept. 23-Oct. 13, 1864, etc. 

Clay,- —. Mentioned. 855 

Clay County, Mo. Skirmish in, July 4, 1864. 1 

Clayton, Elias W. Mentioned . 865 

Clayton, Powell. 

Mentioned. 235,264,280 

Reports of 

Arkansas. Operations in, Oct. 1-31,1864. 866 

Arkansas River. Scout on, near Pine Bluff, Ark., Aug. 27-28, 1864, 

with skirmishes. 296 

Monticello, Ark. Expedition from Pine Bluff toward, Sept. 9-11, 

1864, with skirmishes near Monticello (10th) and at BreweFs 

Lane (11th). 753,754 

Pine Bluff, Ark. Reconnaissance from, July 13, 1864 . 68 

Clear Pork, near Warrensburg, Mo. Skirmish on the, July 16, 1864, See 


Weet&i'n Missouri. Operatiom in, July 1864, Feport of 
Frown, p. 50, 































INDEX. 


1043 


Page. 


Clear, James F. Mentioned. 758 

Clevenger, Lewis B. Mentioned. 409 


Clinton, Ark. Scout jOrom Devall’s Bluff to. See Searcy and Clinton, Ark, 
Scout from DevalVa Bluff to, Nov, 9-15, 1S64, 

Clinton, La. 

Expeditions to. 

Aug. 23-29,1864, witli skimiislies (25tli) at Olive Branch and the Coniite 
River. 


Itinerary. Albert L. Lee. 276 

Reports of 

Dennis, Elias S. 275 

Dornblasor, Benjamin. 276 

Evans, William J. 278 

Herron, Francis J. 274 

Montgomer;^', Bacon. 277 

Dec. 23-24, 1864. Report of John H. Clybourn. 1002 

Expedition from Baton Rouge to Davison^s Ford, near. See Davidoyi’a 
Ford, near Clinton, La, Expedition from Baton Bouge to, July Il¬ 
ls, 1864, 

Skirmish at, Nov. 15, 1864. 8 

Clinton, Greensburg, Osyka, and Camp Moore, La. Expedition from 
Baton Rouge to, Oct. 5-9, 1864. 

Communication from John W. Davidson. 883 

Itineraly of Stephen A. Hurlbut. 880 

Reports of Albert L. Lee. 881 

Clinton, Mo. Attack on, Oct. 25, 1864. Report of Samuel H. Melcher. 892 

Cloud, William P. 

Mentioned. 30,484,491,496,498-501,520,526,545,579, 604,605 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. 558 

Clowney, John. Mentioned. 39 

Clybourn, John H. 

Mentioned. 823 

Reports of 

Clinton, La. Expedition from Baton Rouge to, Dec. 23-24, 1864 . 1002 

Grand Lake, Grand River, Lake Fausse Pointe, Bayou Pigeon, and 
Lake Natchez, La* Expeditions to, Sept. 7-11, 1864, with affair 

(8th) at Labadieville. 748 

Grand River and Bayou Pigeon, La. Expedition from Napoleonville 

to, Sept. 26-30, 1864 . 821 

Coarser, John W. Mentioned. 36 

Coates,-. Mentioned.*. 271 

Coates, Kersey. 

Correspondence with Samuel R. Curtis. 550 

Mentioned. 485,522,565 

Cobine, James D. Mentioned. 323 

Cochrsui, J. P. Mentioned. 670 

Cochran, John R. Mentioned. 997 

Coffee, John T, Mentioned. 27,455,642,671,673 

CofimEin, Henry T. Mentioned. 890 

Cogan, William. Mentioned. 323 

Cohrs, Gustav. Mentioned. 464 

Cole County, Mo. Skirmish in, Oct. 6,1864.;. 7 
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Cole, Nelson. Mentioned. 338,342,346,348,503,539,555 


For correspondence, see Jlfred Pleasonton. 

Coleman, W. O. Mentioned. 28,192,431,627,642, 675,677,800,801 

Colley,Patten. Mentioned..,,.. 249-253 

Colley, Samuel G. 

Correspondence with Governor of Colorado Territory. 963 

Mentioned. 964,969,970 

Statement of, relating to the conduct of troops under command of John M. 

Chivington, at; engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. 

Ter., Nov. 29, 1864.-... 969 

Collier, William. Mentioned. 360,362 

Collins,-. Mentioned.-. 994 

Collins, Captain. Mentioned. 295 

Collins, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 237 

Collins, Albert. Mentioned. 302 

Collins, George. Mentioned. 669 

Collins, Richard A. Mentioned. 642,656,658,659,661,664,676 

Colorado Territory. 

Operations in, Nov. 5-14,1864. Report of P. Edward Connor. 908 

Support of friendly Indians in. Communications from 

Colley, Samuel G. 969 

Colorado Territory, Governor of. 963 

Smith, John S. 964 

Colorado Territory, Governor of. 

Correspondence with Samuel G. Colley. 963 

Proclamation to the friendly Indians of the Plains. 964 

Colorado Troops. Mentioned. 


Artillery, Light— Batter/es: McLain’s, 476,480, 482, 485, 486, 488-490,508, 
509,517,524,526,528,529,533,538, 543, 544, 568, 572, 574,575,577,585-587, 
589,596-699,607,608,610,615, 619. 

Cavalry—/?e^//we/7fe: Xst, 73,74,212,231, 232,237-240, 248,249,264,818, 948- 
956, 960,971; 2d, 49,50,52-55,62,63,187,188,232, 233,258,259,289-291,404, 
465,476,477, 483, 487-490,493, 494,509, 524-526, 528,529,533,534, 537,542, 
545,556, 573-576,580,581, 585-587, 590, 606-614,739, 740; 3d, 948,949,951, 
952,956-960,971. 


Colorado and Nebraska. Operations against Indihns in. See Indianh in N(- 
hrasJca and Colorado, Opei'aUms agaimi^ ISept. 29-Xoi\ JO, 1864. 

Colton, Gustavus A. Mentioned. 482,487,519,576,578,697,600,618,619,621 

Columbia, Mo. Skirmishes at. 

Aug. 16,1864. Report of Joseph B. Douglass. 263 

Sept. 16,1864. See Pandolph, Howard, and Boone Conn I'm, Mo. Operations 
in, 8epi. 15-19, 1864, etc. 

Columbus, Mo. Skirmish at, July 12,1864. See Wellington, Mo, Operations 
in the vicinity of, July 9-1 J, 1864, etc. 

Combs, James L. Mentioned... 200,242,272,353,368 

Comite River, La. Skirmish at, Aug. 25, 1864. See Clinton, La, Expedition 
to, Aug, $S-S9, 1864. 

Commercial, Steamer. 

Attack on. See Celeste and Commercial, Steamers. Attack on, Sejyl. 4,1861, etc. 


Mentioned. 741 

Compton,-. Mentioned.i. $65 

Concordia, La. Skirmish at, July 22, 1864... 2 

Concordia Bayou, La. Skirmish at, Aug. 5,1864 -. - . 3 
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Confederate Troops. 

Casualties. Returns of. 

Clierokeo Natiou, Ind. Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25, 1864, with 
actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin 

Creek and Pryor's Creek (19th). 792 

Price's Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 .. 670,686,692,697,699,700 


Mentioned. 

Cavalry— Regiments: 14th, 992. 

Engineers— Battalions: 1st, 97. 

For Volunteers, see respective States. 

Organization, strength, etc., of Army of Missouri. 641, 642 

Conkey, Theodore. 

Mentioned. 920,982 

Reports of 

Ash Creek, Kaus. Skirmish with Indians at, Nov. 13, 1861, near Fort 

Lamed. 919 

Fort Zarah, Kans. Skirmish with Indians near, Dec. 4, 1861, on Cow 

Creek. 981 

• Conklin, Alvah R. Mentioned. 365 

Conly, John A. Mentioned. 13,14, 736,980 

Connecticut Troops. Mentioned. 

Cavalry— Regiments: 1st, 40. 

Connor, Jacob D. Mentioned. 642 

Connor, P. Edward. Report of operations in Colorado Territory, Nov. 5-14, 

1864 .'. 908 

Conover, Robert. Mentioned. 747,988, 989 

Conyers,-. Mentioned.78-80 

Cook,-. Mentioned. 817 

Cook, C. A. Mentioned. 964 

Cook, Franklin. Mentioned. 20^1,208-211,886 

Cook, Henry N, Mentioned. 373, 374 

Cooler,-. Mentioned. 984,985,987,1005 

Cooper, Douglas H. 

Congratulatory Orders. Operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter., 

Sept. 11-25, 1861, with actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson 

(16th), and at Cabin Creek and Pryor's Creek (19th). 792 

Correspondence with J. N. Hildebrand. 779 

M<‘utioned. 24,29,30,595,625,776-778,780,782,784,793, 794 

Reports of 

Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31, 1864. 31 

Cherokee Nation, Ind, Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25,1864, with ac¬ 
tions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin 

Creek and Pryor's Creek (19th). 781-783 

Cooper, Eli M. Mentioned. 590 

Cooper, J. F. Mentioned. 797 

Cooper, Samuel. Mentioned. 1^7 

For oorresi)ondence, etc., sea Adjutant and Inspector GeneraVs Office, C, S, A. 

Copeliu, James. Mentioned._•. 759 

Corbin, A. Frank. Mentioned. 776 

Cornell, —Mentioned . 931 

Comie, Steamer. Mentioned. 926,927 

Cornwell, John J. Mentioned. 939 

Cosbell, John. Mentioned. 854 

Cosgrove, John. Mentioned. 896 
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520,558,500,767,769,770,773 


Cosgrove, Patrick. Mentioned 
Cossitt, Channcy M. 

Mentioned... 912, 971 

Statement of, relating to the conduct of troops under command of John 
M. Chivington, at engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, 

Colo. Ter., Nov. 29, 1864. 971 

Cotton. Capture and disposition of. Communication from William P. 

Benton. 73 

Cotton, John. Mentioned. 62 

Cotton, John A. Mentioned. 434,439 

Cottonwood, Fort. See Fort Cottonwood. 

Council Grove, Kans. Affair near, Sept. 21,1864. Report of Asa R. Bancroft. 815 

Courtright, George S. Mentioned.. 949,942 

Cowan, William H. Mentioned. 521,595 

Cowarden, -. Mentioned..... 271 

Cow Creek, Kans. Skirmishes on. 

Nov. 28, 1864. 8 

Dec. 4, 1864. See Fort Zarali, Kans. SMrmish with Indians near, etc. 

Cowen, Colonel. Mentioned. 78,79 . 

Cox, Samuel P. 

Mentioned.-... 54,309,317,423,434 

Reports of 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-I)ee. 2,1864. 442 

Western Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30, 1861. 60 

Coy, Henry J. Mentioned. 187 

Cozad, Jacob A. Mentioned. 67 

Crabtree, Benjamin P. Mentioned. 689 

Crabtree, J. W, Mentioned. 916 

.Craig, James. 

Mentioned. 316, 317 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-I)ec. 2,1861. 434 

Craig, Port. See Fort CraUj. 

Craigie, David J. Mentioned..... 247 

Craigue, Nelson P. Mentioned...219,881,882 

Cram, De Witt C. Mentio^^ed. 157 

Cramer, Joseph A. 

Mentioned. 237-240 

Report of skirmish near Sand Creek, Colo. Ter., Aiig. 11,1861. 238 

Crandall, Eli J. Report of expedition irom Brooklield to Brunswick, Keytes- 

ville, and Salisbury, Mo., Nov. 16-23,1864... . 921 

Crandall, Lee. Mentioned. 624, 641 

Crane, Addison B. Mentioned .... 13, 16-19 

Cravens, Jerry C. Mentioned ...... 441,44 5,662 

Crawford, Captain. Mentioned.. 12 

Crawford, Harrison. Mentioned. 325 

Crawford, John D. Mentioned. 364 

Crawford, Samuel J. Mentioned.... 484, 

490,496,497,501,520,526,528,545,558,579,598, GOl-601 

Crawford, William A. Mentioned. 68,265,641, (il7,729,864,9(K) 

Crawford, William H. Mentioned... 60,61 

Crawford County, Ark. Skirmishes in. 

Aug. 11,1864 . 3 

Oct. 19,1864. 7 

Crebs, John M. Mentioned.. 236,237 
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Cree, Theodore Gr. 

Mentioned. 949, 950 

Report of engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. Ter., Nov. 29, 

1864 . 958 

Cremer, Harrison W. Mentioned. 835 

Crisp, John T. Mentioned. 666 

Crisp’s Mill, on Big Creek, Mo. Scout to, Aug. 25-30, 1864, with skirmish 

near Rose Hill. Report of Oscur B. Queen. 292 

Crites, John. Mentioned. 521,590 

Crittenden, Thomas T. 

Mentioned. 350, 353-356,359,364 

Report of scout in La Fayette County, Mo., Sept. 20-25, 1864, with skir¬ 
mish (23d) on the Arrow Rock Road. 813 

Crook, George. Mentioned. 192 

Crooked Foot. (Indian.) Mentioned. 84 

Crooks, William. Correspondence with Frederick Steele. 271 

Crosby, JohnP. Mentioned. 854 

Crosby, J. Schuyler. For correspondence as A. A. A. (x., see Nathaniel P. 

Baulks. 

Cross Bayou, La. Skirmish at, July 4, 1864. 1 

Crowder, A. P. Mentioned. 978 

Crumb, Joseph. Mentioned. 981 

Crump, R. P. Mentioned. 756 

Cuba, Mo. Adair at, Seyt. 29,1864. See Price's Mmon>ri ExpediUony Aug, S9- 
Dec, By 1864, Reports of 

jSeveridge, John L. Clark, John B., jr. Price, Sterling. 

Cummins, William B. Mentioned. 882 

Cundiff, WiUiam H. H. 

Mentioned. 343,371 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Deo. 2,1864 . 377 

Cunningham, George W. Mentioned. 426,427 

Curran, Sterrit M. Mentioned. 833,834,838-840,842,980 

Currie,-. Mentioned. 855 

Curtis, Orren A. Mentioned. 582 

Curtis, Samuel R. 

Correspondence with 

Blair, Charles W. 596 

Blunt, James Gr. 476,505,527 

Brown, Egbert B. 466 

Coates, Kersey. 550 

Drake, Samuel A. 493 

Fishback, William H. M. 618 

Fisk, Clinton B. 467 

Grant, M.S. 479 

Grant, U.S.511,512 

Halleck, Henry W. 470,474,492,493,504,510-512,514,515,550 

Harrison, M. La Rue. 398 

Henning, Benjamin S. 913,915,920,982 

Kansas, Governor of. 468 

Pleasonton, Alfred. 339,505,506,510,527 

Rosecrans, William S. 467,473,475,476,479,492,504,511,514 

Sanborn, John B. 516 

Smith, Andrew J. 505 

War Department, U. S. 519,982 
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Cuitis, Samuel R.—Coutinnecl. 

Mentioned. 53, 235,244,245, 312-314, 319, 333,335, 337, 338, 340-313, 

351. 353, 361, 373, 374,389,390,396,400,434, 468.474,475,477,480-484,487- 
491, 494, 495,498, 500,501,513,517,518,523-530, 532-538, 540-549, 551-553, 
555-558, 560-561, 568-571,573-575,578,582, 585, 586, 588-590, 592-594,597, 
599, 604, 606, 607, 610,614-617,620-622, 634, 764,818, 825, 826,915, 934, 969 


Reports of 

Clierolceo Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25,1864, with ae- 
lions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin 


Creek and Pryor’s Creek (19th). 764 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dcc. 2,1864 .. . 464 

IVestern Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30,1864. 49 

Stalf. Auuouncemeiit of. 471 

Curtis, Samuel S. 

Mentioned. 431, 134,436,467,484,485,490,491,496,501,503, 505, 520 

Reports of Price’s Missouri Exx^edition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864.'530,532 

Curtiss, Hira W. Mentioned. 932 

Cutler, Benjamin C. Mentioned. 190 

Cypress Creek, Perry County, Ark. Skirmish near, Dec. 1,1861. Report 

of Abraham H. Ryan. 974 

Cypress Swamp, Mo. Skirmish in. See Cape Girardeau, Mo. Skimiuh 
near, Dec. H, 1864, etc. 

Dailey,-. Corresiioudence with John M. Chivington. 950 


Dakota Territory. Exi)edition agtiinst Sioux ludians in. See Sioux Imlkim 
in Dakota Territorif. Expedition against, July JS-^Oct. 8,1804 
Dakota Troops. Mentioned. 

Cavalry—^afta//o/ 7 $; 1 st, 135,142-144,146,157,162-164,172. 

Dale, Columbus. Mentioned. 300, 353,358,363 

Dale, Douglas. Reports of 

Callaway County, Mo. Scout in, Nov. 6-7,1864.. 911 

Pulton, Mo. Operations in the vicinity of, Nov. 21-30, 1861, with skir¬ 
mish (28th) near Fulton... 934 

Western Missouri. Ox)erati<mb in, July 6-30,1864...... 55 

Dallas, Mo. Expeditions to Cherokee Bay, Ark., and Saint Frances RivcT 
from. See Cherolee Bay, Jrk., and Saint Francis Hirer. Expcdi- 
tionsfrom Cape (rirardeau ami Dallas, Mo., to, Dee. 20., 1804-^Jan. 


4,1805. 

Dana, Charles A. For corresx)ondence tis Assistant Secretary, see liar Ge^ 
partment, U. S. 

Dana, Napoleon J. T. 

Mentioned... 2fM, 879 

Rei)ort 8 of exi^edition from Memphis, Teim., to destroy the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad, Dec. 21,1864-Jau. 5,1865, with engagements at Vt^rona, 

Miss, (25th), and at Egypt, Miss. (28th). 998, 099 

Daniels, John. Mentioned...... 125 

Danville, Mo. Attack on, Oct. 14,1861. Report of S. A. Thompson. 888 

Dardanelle, Ark. 

Attack on steamer Alamo near. Bee Alamo, Steamer. Mack on, Kow 20, 

1864, etc, 

Skhmish near, Aug. 30,1864. Report of Irvuig W. Fuller. 729 

Darnelle, -. Mentioned... 78,79 

Darrow, Daniel. Mentioned......^ _ 99 X 

Darst, Abraham. Mentioned.....* *. 994 

Daugherty, Thomas W. Mentioned...... 792 
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David, James B. Mentioned. 825 

David, Milton H. Mentioned. 20 

Davidson, P. B. Mentioned. 347, 360,699 

Davidson, John W. Correspondence wiili Albert L. Lee. 883 

Davidson, Fort. See Fort Davidson. 

Davies, J. F. 

Mentioned... 641,683 

Repoit of Pricers Missouri Kxiiedition, Aug. 29-"I)ee. 2,1864. 695 

Davies, Thomas A. Mentioned. 470,471,522 

Davis,-. Mentioned. 188 

Davis,-. (Guerrilla.) Mentioned. 415 

Davis, Captain. Mentioned. 739 

Davis, Andrew W. Mentioned. 776 

Davis, Benjamin. Mentioned. 817 

Davis, Berryman K. Mentioned. 130,137,439,530 

Davis, Bdmund J. 

Mentioned. 803,805 

Report of expedition ft’om Morganza to Smis]>ort, La., .July 5-7,1861. 43 

D^vis, Prank. Mentioned. 745,762 

Davis, Franklin C. Mentioned. 217 

Davis, Gumsey W. 

Mentioned. 853 

Reports of 

Arkansas. Operations in, Oct. 1-31,1861 .-. 859 

Central Arkansas. Operations in, Dec. 1-31,1861. 977 

Davis, Hasbrouck. 

Mentioned.'. 180,181,730-732,740 

Reports of 

ITodge^s Plantation, La. Skirmish at, Sept. 11,1864... 761 

Lake Natchez, La. Expedition from Paiiicourt\illc to, Ang. 15-21, 

1864, with skirmish on Grand River. 260 

Napoleonvillo, La. Skirmishes near, July 29,1864. 181,182 

Davis, Ike, Steamer. Mentioned. 850 

Davis, James H* Mentioned..... 776 

Davis, Jefferson. 

Correspondence with 

Jiragg, Braxton........106,108 

Smith, E. Kirby .. 92,102,113,122-124 

Smith, S. A..... 113 

State Dej)artment, C. S... 121 

War Department, C. B...:.93,122 

Mentioned. 89,90,101,106,108, 111, 112,117,120-122,727 

Davis, Levi, Mentioned. 933 

Davis, Nelson H. j 

Mentioned.......1. 45 

R(‘port of expedition to Southwestern New Mexico, July 23-®<it. 10,1861. 125 

Davis, Nicholas S. Reports of I 

Fort Union, N. Mox, Scont li’om, Ang. 4-Sept 15,1864 .. .B. . 212 

Ndctheastern New Mexico. Scout in, Sept, 18-Oot. 5, 1864, ol the Cimar¬ 
ron River...*.....A... 813 

Davis, Robert. Mentioned. ....... .1... 884 

Davis, Samuel B. 

Mentioned.......JH- 484,520,579 

Reports of Price's Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,186^1...«^^. 551,554 
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Davis^ S. Lee. Mentioned. 398 

Davis^ Thomas J. Mentioned. 958 

Davis^ Werter R. Mentioned. 

Davison’s Ford, near Clinton, La. Expedition from Baton JKouge to, July 

17-18,1864. Report of John G. Fonda. 72 

Day, Henry M. Reports of 

Boca Chica Pass, Tex. Bkirmisli at, Oct. 14,1864 . 888 

Brazos Santiago, Tex. 

Operations in tlie vicinity of, Aug. 4-15, 1864, with skimiisli (9tli) at 

Point Isabel. 211 

Skirmish at the Palmetto Rauch, near. Sept. 6,1864. 742 

Day, TJrbin. Mentioned. 759 

Dayton, Ferdinand V. 

Mentioned. 338,342 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. 343 

Deagle, George. 

Mentioned. 423 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 . 443 

Dean,-. Mentioned. 173,174 

Dean, Marcellus D. Mentioned. 776 

Dearborn,-. Mentioned. 892 

Dealing, John. Mentioned. 918 

De Bolt, Rezin A. Report of affair at Lindley, Grundy County, Mo., July 15, 

1864 . 71 

Debray, Xavier B. Mentioned. 110,811 

Decktur, Stephen D. Mentioned. 957 

Decker, Henry. Mentioned. 891,928 

Dee, Edward W. Mentioned. 328,330 

DeMese, John M. Mentioned. 24 

Deitzler, George W, 

Correspondence with 

Fishhack, -VVilliam H. M. 620 

Grant, M.S. 616 

Mentioned. 469,471-474,478-483,485-487,489, 

491,492,519,524-526,536, 537,555, 562, 564,565,571, 575,597,607,618-621 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 . 614 

Delgadito. (Indian.) Mentioned. 205 

Dement, James. Mentioned. 34 

De Morse, Leslie C. Mentioned. 792 

Denison, Ward W. Mentioned. 240,960 

Dennis, Elias S. 

Correspondence with Joseph J. Reynolds. 890 

Mentioned. 275,890,891 

Report of expedition to Clinton, La., Aug. 23-29, 1804, uith skirmishes 

(25th) at Olive Branch and the Comite Riv(*r. 275 

Dennis, John S. Mentioned. 78 

Denny, Alexander P. Report of skirmish near J hintsville. Mo., Aiig. 7, 

1864 . 230,416 

Derry, Thomas. Report of expedition from Little Rock to Fort Smith, Ark., 

Sept. 25-Oct. 13, 1864, with skirmishes at Clarksville^ (Sept. 28), 

at White Oak Creek (Sept. 29), and at Chirksville (Oct. 9). 819 

Desha, John. Mentioned. 60 

Dette, John F. W. Mentioned. 975 

Deus, Charles. Mentioned. 940-942 
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DevalPs Bluff, Ark. 

Action near. See Ashley^8 and Jones^ Stations, Aric, Action al, near DevalVs 


Bluff, Aug, 24,1864, 

Affairs near. 

Nov. 2,1864, atHazen’s Farm. Report of Christopher C, Andrews_ 906 

Dec. 13, 1864. Report of Christopher C. Andrews. 988 

Expeditions from. 


To Angnsta. See Augusta, Aric, Expedition from BemlVs Bluff to, 
Dec, 7-8, 1864, 

To Searcy, Pairview, and Angnsta. See Searcy, Fairriew, and Augusta, 
Ark. Expeditions from Little Rock and iJevulVs Bluff to, Aug, ^7- 
Sept, 6, 1864. 

Toward Clarendon. See Clarendon, Ark, Expedition from DevalVs 
Bluff' toward, Oct. 16-17, 1864. 

Up White River. See VTldie River, Ark. Expeditioti from DevalVa 
Bluff up, Dec. 16-15, 1864. 

Scouts from. 

To Angnsta. See Augusta, Ark, Scout from DevalVs Bluff to, Nov. 22- 
24, 1864, 

To Searcy and Clinton. See Searcy and Clinton, Ark. Scout Jrom De¬ 
valVs Bluff to, Nov, 9-15,1864. 

To West Point. See West Roini, Ark. Scout froyn DevalVs Bluff to. 


Nov. 16-18, 1864, etc. 

Diamond Grove, Mo. Skirmish at, Ang. 21, 1864 . 4 

Diamond Grove Prairie, Mo. Skirmish at, Aug. 1,1864. See Southwest Mis¬ 
souri, Opey^ations in, Jug. 1-28, 1864, etc. 

Dick. (Indian.) Mentioned. 984,985,987 

Dickerson, L. P. Mentioned. 975 

Dickerson, P. C. Mentioned. 975 

Dickey, B. A. Mentioned. 288 

Diehl, Edwin P. Mentioned.*._ 907 

Diligence, Steamer. Mentioned. 851 

Dill, DanielJ. 

Mentioned. 151,153,154 

Report of expedition from Fort Rice, Dak. Ter., Sept. 11-30, 1864, to re¬ 
lievo Captain Fisk^s emigrant train. 795 

Dismukes, T. C. Mentioned. 36 

Dixon, liorenzo A. Mentioned. 590 

Doane, Steamer. Mentioned. 901 

Dobbin, Archibald S. Mentioned. 13, 

16,17,19,21, 27, 190, 221, 222, 240, 241, 288, 298, 299, 301, 302, 624, 627, 
639-641, 047, 649-651, 660, 703, 708-710, 723, 741, 935, 977, 983, 990 

Dockery, Thomas P. Mentioned. 743,744,754,852 

Dodd, Captain. Mentioned. 235 

Dodge, Judge. Mentioned. 61 

Dodge, Grenville M. Mentioned. 962 

Dodge, James H. Mentioned. 520,524,544 

Donaldsonville, La. Affairs near. 

July 31,1864, at Orange Grove. Report of S. Pierre Remington. 187 

Sept. 4, 1864. Report of Robert A. Cameron. 740 

Doniphan, Mo. Affair at, Sept. 19, 1864. See Briefs Missouri Expedition, 

Aug, 29-Deo. 2, 1864. R^orts of Shelby, p. 652; Jackman, p. 671. 
Donnelly, E. G. Mentioned. 990 


Dorian, Lewis. For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Elias S, Dennis, 
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Dornblaser, Benjamin. 

Mentioned. 276 

Report of expedition to Clinton, La., Aug. 23-29, 1864, mtli Hkirmishos 

(25tli) at Olive Branch and the Coniite River. 276 

Dorsey, Caleb. Mentioned.-. 457,911 

Dougherty, Philip. Mentioned. 1002 

Douglas, Henry T. 

Correspondence with E. Kirby Smith. 91,96,98 

Mentioned .. 92, 97-99, lOl, 106,107 

Douglass,-. Mentioned. ‘155 

Douglass, Joseph B. 

Mentioned. 345,415-417, 423, 440, 745 

Reports of 

Boone and Howard Counties, Mo. Scouts in, Sept. 6-12,1861, with 

skirmishes (7th and 8 th) in Boone County. 744 

Columbia, Mo. Skirmish at, Aug. 16,1864... 263 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1861 . 432,433 

Raudoliih, Howard, and Boone Counties, Mo. Operations in, S(‘pt. 15- 

19, 1864, with skirmish (16th) at Columlna. 802 

Dove, Steamer. Mentioned. 21,70,270,299,302 

Dover, Mo. 

Skirmish at, Oct. 20,1864. See Price's J^issouri Expedition, Any. fJ, 

1864. lieporU of Phelps,, p. 402; Pliml), i). 408. 

Skirmish near, Sept. 10,1864 ... 5 

Dow, Charles W, W. Mentioned. 762 

Dow, Isaac W. Mentioned. 864 

Downing^ William. Mentioned... 58 

Downs, O. J, Mentioned..... 32 

Doyal, H. R. Mentioned.*.. * * *. 12,217,992 

Doyal’s Plantation, La. 

Affair at, Aug. 5,1864. 

Communications from 

Canby, Edward R. S. 217 

Fisko, William O...214,215 

Kewhall, William H. 214 

Scott, John S.*.-. 216 

Reports of 

Cameron, Ro])ert A. 214,215 

Hamlin, Cyrus. 215 

Remington, S. Pierre. 216,217 

Sherman, Thomas W ... 214 

Skirmish at, Nov, 29,1864. 

Communications from Thomas W. Sherman. 945,946 

Reports of 

Cameron, Robert A. 945 

Monroe, George A. 945 

Doyle, Thomas. Mentioned. 353 

Drake,-. Mentioned. 612 

Drake, Greorge B. Mentioned. 180 

Drake, Samuel A. 

Correspondence with Samuel R. Curtis. 493 

Mentioned... 493 ^ 522 

Draper, Daniel M. 

Mentioned. 41,53,54, !)9,371,370,410-<H7,432 

Eeports of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1«04 . 440 
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Drayton, Thomas F. Mentioned. 701, 702, 705, 710, 714,718, 720,721,726 

For correspondence, see Price Court of Inquirif. 

Dreher, Otto F. Mentioned.... 921,990 

Drew, William Y. Mentioned. 489,594 

Dripping Spring, Mo. Skirmish at, Aug. 15, 1864. Keport of 'William 

Hehard. 259 

Drum, Luther. Mentioned. 271 

Du Bois, John V. Mentioned.. 316,547-549 

For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see William S. Boseevans. 

Dubuque Crossing and Sugar Loaf Prairie, Mo. Scout from Ozark to, Aug. 

23-26,1864. Report of John C. Bailey. 273 

Ducey, Patrick A. Mentioned. 232,739 

DujBF, James. Mentioned... 782,783 

Duff, John W. Mentioned. 775 

Dufifield, George. Mentioned. 327,328 

Dulican, Lawson A. Mentioned.. 947 

Dungan, Warren S. Mentioned. 988 

Dunlap, James G. Mentioned. 996 

Dunlavy, James. Mentioned. 333,335,498,603,604 

Dunn, Clark. 

Mentioned. 949-951 

Rei:>ortof engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. Ter., Kov. 29, 


1864. 955 

Dunn, John V. Mentioned. 230 

Durrett,-. Mentioned... 271 

Dusold, Andrew. Mentioned. 431,437 

Duval, Bailey. Mentioned. 776 

Dwight, James P. Report of expedition from Little Rock to Little Red 
River, Ark., with skirmishes at Hickory Plains and Bull Bayou 
(7th), at Hatch’s Ferry (9th), near Augusta (10th, and near 

Searcy (13th) .. 224 

Dye, William McB. Mentioned. 880 

Dyer, Clarence H. For corres])ondence as A. A. G., see Eugene A. Carr, 

Dyer, David P. Mentioned.-. 346,888 

Eads, James D. Mentioned.: 613 

Bakins, John R. Mentioned. 791 

Early, Jacob. Mentioned. 23 

Early, Jubal A. Mentioned. 192 

Eastern Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 1-5, 1864, wdth skirmish (Istl at 
Lamb’s Plantation, near Helena. 

Comimmication from Napoleon B. Buford. 190 

Reports of 

Buford, Napoleon B. 190 

Shelby, Joseph O... 191 

Ea’stham, B. J. Mentioned. 975 

Baton, Ethan W. Report of expedition from Fort 'Wingate against Indians 
in New M(ixico, Nov. 23-Dec. 10, 1864, with skinni'sh (Doc. 1) on 

Red River. 937 

Eayre, George S. Mentioned. 488,520,586 

Echles, Joseph A. Mentioned. 759 

, Edgar, James C. Mentioned. 940 

Edgerton, Alonzo J. Itinerary of expedition from Morganza to Bayou Sara, 

La.’, Sept. 6-7, 1864. 743 

Edmiston, Robert. Mentioned. 813,940,942 
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EdwardS; Sergeant. Mentioned. 37 

Edwards, James L. Mentioned. 363 

Edwards, James W. 

Mentioned. 44, 78,80,751,752,907,980 

Reports of 

HomersYille and Gayoso, Mo. Skirmishes near, Sept. 8, 1864. 752 

Pemiscot County, Mo. Scouts in. 

Oct. 10-12, 1864 . 884 

Nov. 13-16, 1864, with skirmish. 920 

Edwards, John N. Mentioned. 678 

Edwards, William C. Mentioned. 979 

Edy, Or, W. Mentioned. 261 

Egelston, John Q. Mentioned. 438 

Egypt, Miss. Engagement at, Dec. 28, 1864. See Mobile and Ohio Railroad. 

Exjoedifion from, Memj)hi8j Tenn,, to destroy, Dec, 21, 1864-Jem, 5, 

1865, etc, 

Ehle, Marshall M. 

Mentioned. 503,535,539,561 

Report of skirmish near Montevallo, Mo., Oct. 19,1864 . 890 

Eitssen, Charles D. 

Mentioned. 365-368 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. 368 

Eldridge, Israel H. Mentioned. 434,436,437,439 

Elgee, Charles Le D. Mentioned. 92,96,104 

Elk Chute, Mo. Skirmish at, Aug. 4,1864. See Southeast Missouri and North- 
eastei'n Arlcansas, Operations in, July IS-dug, 6,1864, etc, 

Ella, Steamer. Mentioned. 921 

Elliott, Benjamin. Mentioned. 638,642,652-655,657,659-662,663,666,668,669 

Elliott, Joseph F. Mentioned. 662 

Elliott, Thomas M. Report of skirmish at Bullitt’s Bayou, La., Sept. 14, 

1864 . 800 

Ellis, George M. Mentioned..•. 590 

Ellis, John. Mentioned. 690 

Ellis, Powhatan, jr. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Stephen D, Lee, 

Ellison, David. Mentioned. 144 

Ellithorpe,-. Mentioned. 547 

Ellsworth, Allen. Mentioned. 189,190 

Elm Creek, Tex:. Skirmish on, Oct. 13, 1864. See Fort Belknap, Tex, Oper¬ 
ations against Indiana near, Oct. 13-20,1864, etc. 

Elmer, Edward P. 

Mentioned. 521,580,606 

Report of operations in Western Missouri, July 6-30,1864 . 62 

Elmer, Jackson. Mentioned. 979 

Emerson, John W. Mentioned. 452 

Emily, Steamer. Mentioned.. 63 

Emmons, Benjamin P. Mentioned. 289 

Emory, William H. Mentioned. 115^ 116 

Eno, Frank. Mentioned. 472^ 485 

For correspondence as A. A. G:, see William S, Bosecrans, 

Enterprise, Mo. 

Skirmish at, Aug. 7, 1864. 3 

Skirmish near, Aug. 7, 1864. See Southwest Misssouri, Operations in, Aug, 
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Eppstein, Joseph A. 

Mentioned. 371,375,376,387,388 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864. 381 

Erickson, James F. Mentioned. 551-553 

Erskine, Albert. 

Itinerary of operations in Arkansas, Oct. 1-31,1864. 853 

Mentioned. 753, 853,855,856, 858,897, 976 

Erwin, WilUam H. Mentioned. 80,192,229,288,649,661,662,666,668,669, 671 

Estes,-. Mentioned. 67 

Etter,-. Mentioned. 798 

Eubanks, Felix: Gr. Mentioned. 798 

Evans, Elis G. Mentioned. 734 

Evans, Prank D. Mentioned. 745 

Evans, Jacob. Mentioned. 360,362 

Evans, John. Mentioned. 959,960,965-967,969 

For correspondence, etc., see Colorado Territory, (rovernor of. 

Evans, William J. Report of expedition to Clinton, La., Aug. 23-29,1861, 

with skirmishes (25th) at Olive Branch and the Comite River., 278 
Evens, Isaac F. 

Mentioned. 606 

Report of scouts on the Little Blue River, in Jackson County, Mo., Sept. 

2-10,1864 . 739 

Eves, George F. Mentioned. 521,’600 

Ewing, Captain. Mentioned. 66 

Ewing, Henry. Mentioned. 701 

Ewing, Jarrard. Mentioned. 20 

Ewing, Thomas, jr. 

Itinerary. Operations in Soutlieavst Missouri and Northeastern Arkansas, 

July 18-Aug. 6, 1864, with skirmishes at Scatterville, Ark. (July 
28), at Osceola, Ark. (Aug. 2), and at Elk Chute, Mo. (Aug. 4).. 77 

Mentioned. 308, 309,316, 

318, 326,375, 378, 394, 401, 452,457-459, 461,463, 466, 467, 644, 645,653, 698 
Reports of 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-D6C. 2,1864 . 445 

Warronton, Mo. Skirmish near, Oct. 29,1864. 893 

Ewing, W. L., Steamer. Mentioned. 903 

Fagan, James F. Mentioned. 68, 

309, 313, 319, 371, 387, 396, 400, 448, 483, 515, 526, 541, 544, 688, 610, 
613, 622-632, 634-639, 641-647, 655, 656, 658, 659, 661, 674-676, 678, 679, 
681, 683, 684, 698, 700, 701, 703-709, 711-715, 719, 729, 743, 744, 858, 91,6 
Fairview, Ark. Expedition from Little Rook and DevalPs Bluff to. See 
^Searcy, Fairview, and Avgusta, Ark. Expeditions from Little 
Mock and DevalVs Bluff to, Aug, S7-Sept. 6, 1864. 

Pales,-. Mentioned... 847 

Fanny Ogden, Steamer. Mentioned. 51,53,56,255 

Farmer,-. Mentioned. 292 

Farmer, John Q. Mentioned. 776 

Farmington, Mo. Skirmishes at. 

Sept. 24,1864..*.. 303 

Sept. 25,1864 . 303 

Farrington, Seth C. For correspondence as A. A. A. G-., see Joseph J. Mey- 
91 olds. 

Fausse River, La. Expedition from Morganza to, Sept. 13-17,1864, with ‘skir¬ 
mishes near Bayou Mariugouiu (13th), near Rosedale ^15th), and 
near Bayou Maringoliin (16th). Report of Asa L, Gurney. 799 
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Payette, Mo. 

Attack on, Sept. 24,1864. See Pricers Missouri Expediiiou, Au(j. 20-Dec. 2 
1864. Deports of FislCj p. 415; Draper, p. 440. 


Skirmish at, Nov. 18,1864 . 8 

Skirmishes near. 

July 1,1864. Eeports of 

Fisk, Clinton B. 10 

Leonard, Reeveis. 10 

Aug. 3,1864. Report of Reeves Leonard. 200 


Payette Road, near Huntsville, Mo. Skirmish on th(‘, July 16,1864. See 
Western Missouri. Operations in, July O-JO, 1861. 

Fayetteville, Ark. 

Expedition from Cassville, Mo., to, Aug. 23-28, 1864, and skirmish (24th) 


at Grerald Mountaiii, Ark. Reiiort of Janies L. Powell. 273 

Operations about, Oct. 25-Nov. 4,1864. See Prieds Missouri Expedition, 

Aug. 29-Dee. 2, 1864. Deports of 

Cm tis Samuel R. Harrison, M. La Rue. Moonlight, Thomas. 

Scout to Huntsville from. See Huntsville, Arlc. Scout from Fayetteville to, 

Sept. 12-15, 1864, etc. 

Skirmishes at. 

Aug. 27,1864 . 4 

Aug. 28,1864 . 4 

Pechto, Captain. Mentioned. 436 

Penn, William P. Mentioned. 462 

Ferguson, Richard L. Mentioned. 56,338,342,736,973 

Ferguson, W. H. Mentioned. 378 

Pergusson, Benjamin P. 

Correspondence with Thomas J. Blakeney. 86 

Mentioned. 85,86 

Pence, Samuel T. Mentioned. 522 

Pencil, W. H. Mentioned. 662 

Peasler, John. Mentioned. 151,452 

Pickett, Levi S. Report of reconnaissance from Berwick to Pattersoiivilb*, 

La., Aug, 2,1864 . 199 

Fields,-. Mentioned. 885,886 

Fields, D. O. Mentioned. 780 

Fields, James. Mentioned. 44 

Fillmore, John S. Mentioned. 264 

Fischer, Waldemar. Mentioned. 316 

Pishhack, WiUiam H. M. 

Corresi)ondence with 

Curtis, Samuel R. 618 

Deitzler, George W. 620 

Mentioned. 469,483,489,519, .537,571,572,597, 619,622 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dcc. 2, 1864.... 618 

Fisher, Christian. Mentioned. 230 

Fisher, Joseph E. Mentioned. 821 

Fisher, Philip B. Mentioned. 378,370 

Fisher, Robert. Mentioned. 74 

Fisk, Clinton B. 

Correspondence with 

Clark, John B., jr. 685 

Curtis, Samtiel R. 467 

King, Austin A., jr. 760 
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Fisk, Clinton B.-^-Continned. 

Correspondence wiili 

Mobevly, William E. 426 

0\N en, Berry. 428 

Kosecrans, William S. 420 

Mentioned.. 54, 60,130,309-311,316,318, 345, 318, 376,395,438,466, 467, 682,687, 888 
Reports of 

Ceiitralia, Mo, Affair at, Sept. 7,1864. 745 

Chariton County, Mo. Scout in, July 27-30,1864, with skirmishes 
(30th) on the Chariton Road, near Keytesville, and at Union 

Cliurcii. 177 

Fayette, Mo. Skirmish near, July 1,1864. 10 

Platte County, Mo. Skirmish in, July 3,1864 . 41 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-T)ec. 2, 1864 . 415, 417,418,420 

Ray and C^i'i^oll Counties, Mo. Operations in, Aug. 12-16,1864, with 

skirmish (12th) at Fredericksburg. 249,250 

Richmond, Mo. Skirmish near, July 8,1864. 64 

Roanoke, Mo. Skirmish near, Sejit. 10,1864. 759 

Rocheport, Mo. Skirmish near, Sept. 3,1864. 740 

Shelbina, Mo. Attack on, July 26,1864 . 174 

Western Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30,1864 . 56 

Fisk, Francis H. Mentioned. 34 

Fisk, James L. Mentioned. 132,151-154,169,795 

Fiske, William O. 

Correspondence with Robert A. Cameron. 214,215 

Mentioned. 215 

Fitch, Asa B. Mentioned. 329 

Fitch, JD. H. CoiTcspoinleneo with Isaac H. Sturgeon. 746 

Fitch, Horace. Mentioned. 975 

Fitch, John R. Mentioned. 520,536,562-565 

Fix, L. Ferdinand. Mentioned. 464 

Flanagan, Thomas. Report of o])erations against Indians in Nebraska Ter¬ 
ritory, Aug. 11-0ct. 28, 1861, with skirmish (Se])t. 20) near Fort 

Cottonwood. 244 

Flanagin, Harris. Mentioned. 980 

Fleming, J. H. Mentioned. 889 

Plenner, J. B. Mentioned. 670 

Flesher, Henry. Mentioned. 862,863,931,990 

Fletcher, John W. Mentioned. 4.51 

Fletcher, Thomas C. Mention<‘d. 378, 149,451,452,888 

Flores,-. Mentioned. 205,209 

Plyn, P. H. Mtmtioiied. 979 

Plyn, Kit. Mentioned. 977 

Folsom, Simpson N. M<‘ntioned. 24,29,31-33,36 

Fonda, John G. 

Mentioned . 73,277,881,882 

Re]»ort of expedition from Baton Rouge to Davison’s Ford, near Clinton, 

La., July 17-18,1864 . 72 

Foote, Henry E. Mentioned. 228 

Foote, Henry S., jr. Mentioned. Ill 

Forbes’, Benjamin H. Mentioned. 239 

Ford, Barney. Mentioned. 642 
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Page. 

Fort Pike, La. Expedit'iou to Pearl River from. See Pearl River, La. Ex~ 
peditionfrom Fort Pike to, Sejyt, 9-12,1864, 

Fort Rice, Dak. Ter. Expedition from, Sept. 11-30, 1864, to relieve Captain 

Fisk^s emigrant train. Rej^ort of Daniel J. Dill. 795 

Fort Smitii, Ark. 

Actions near. 

July 27,1864. See J/us,surd PraiHe, near F'ort Smith, Ark. Action at, 

July 27,1864. 

July 81,1864. See Arkansas. Ojycratlons in, July 1-Sl, 1SH4. Report of 
Steele, p. 11. 


Affair near, Sept. 23,1864. 6 

Expedition from Lewibbiirg to, Nov. 5-23, 1864, with skirmishes. Report 

of Abraham H. Ryan. 910 

Expedition from Little Rook to. Sept. 25-Oct. 13,1864, with skirmishes at 
Clarksville (Sei)t. 28), at White Oak Creek (Sept. 29), and at 

Clarksville (Oct. 9). Report of Thomas Derry. 819 

Expedition from Springfield, Mo., to, Nov. 5-16,1864, with skirmishes (6th) 

near Cincinnati, Ark. Report of James A. Molton. 910 

Skirmish at, Sept. 1,1864 . 5 

' Skirmishes near. 

Sept. 11,1864 . 5 

Oct. 14,1864. 7 

Dec. 24,1864 . 9 

Fort Sumner, N. Mex. Scouts from, Aug. 3-Nov. 4,1864, with skirmish (Aug. 

26) at Sacraiponto Mountains. Reports of 

Bristol, Henry B. 201 

Fritz, Emil. 201 

Gorham, Samuel A. 202 

McCabe, Francis. 202,205 

Fort Union, N. Mex. Scout from, Aug. 4-Sept. 15,1864. Report of Nicholas 

S. Davis. 212 


Fort Union Road, Colo. Ter. Scout on. See Foi’t Clarland, Colo, Ter. Scout 
near, on the Fort Union road, Aug, 12-16,186i. 

Port Wingate, W. Mex. Expedition aguiiisf Indians from. See Indians in 
LTeio Mexico. Exjicdition from Fort Wingate against, ^or. 23-Dec. 


10,1864, etc. 

Fort Zarah, Kans. Skirmishes with Indians near. 

Nov. 20,1864 Report of Bonjaniiu S. Henning. 934 

Dee. 4,1864, on Cow Creek. 

Commuiiieations from 

(^irfis, Samuel R. 982 

Henning, Ih'iijamiu S. 982 

Report of Theodore Coiikey. 981 

Fortune, William D, Meiifioiied. 253 

Foss,-. Mentioned. 21 

Foster, Major. Mentioned. 573 

Foster, Everett W. Mentioned. 990 

Foster, John R. Mentioned. 412 

Poster, Melville U. 

Mentioned. 292 

Reports of 

Blaokwater River, Mo. Skirmish on, July 27,1864, and on Big Creek 

(28th). 176,177 

Holden, Mo. Operations near, Aug, 2-8,1864, with skirmish (8th) on 

Norris Creek.-. 200 
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Poster, Melville U.—Continuerl. 

Reports of 

Johnson County, Mo. Operaiions in. 

Aug. 11-19, 1864, with skirmish (i2th) near Holden. 242 

Sept. 1-9,1864, and skirmish (1st) near Lone Jack. 736 

La Fayette County, Mo. Operations in, Aug. 22-30, 1864. 271 

Poster, Robert J. Mentioned. 917 

Pount, S. J. Mentioned. 750 

Powkes, William E. Mentioned. 423,433,762 

Pox, Benjamin F. Mentioned. 202 

Franc, Captain. Mentioned. 729 

Francis, Evan. Mentioned. 78-80 

Franklin, James W. Mentioned. 662 

Franklin, Robert M. Mentioned. 812 

Franklin, Mo, 

Affair near, Dec. 7, 1864, at the Moselle Bridge. Report of Charles H. 

Gregory. 983 

Skirmish at, Oct. 1, 1864. See Pricers Missouri J^x 2 )cdition, Aug.^O-Deo.Sf 
186i, Peports of 

Mattocks, Eli. Peast^, Phmeas, Kosecraiis, William S. 

Merriam, Jonatliau. 

Franklin Creek, Miss. Skirmish on. Dee. 22,1861. 9 

Franz,-. Mentioned. 980 

Fredericksburg, Mo. 


Skirmish at, Aug. 12,1864. See Ratj and ParroU Counties, Mo, Operations 
in, Aug. 12-16,1864, etc. 

Skirmish near, July 14,1864. See TTesteni Missouri. Operaiions in, July 6- 
30,1864. Bex>ort of P'ord, X). 53. 

Fredericksburg, Ray County, Mo. Action near, July 17,1864. See Wesiern 
Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30,1864. Report of Port, p. 53. 


Preebum, Archibald B . Mentioued. 393 

Freeman,-. Mentioned. 217 

Freeman, Sylvanus D. Mentioned. 144 

Freeman, Thomas R. JMeutioiied . 75,240, 

301,515,624,627,639, 640,6(2,617,679, 681,683-686, 703, 722, 725,918, 990 

Freeman, W. D. Mentioned. 851 

Fremont, John C. Mentioned. 344,548 

French,-. Mentioned. 925 

Friar’s Point, Miss. Expedition from Helena, Ark., to, Dec. 1-5, 1864. Re¬ 
port of George A. Willis. 974 

Prink, Edwin B. Mentioned.... 46-47,86 

Frisbie, Henry N. 

Mentioned... 805 

Reports of 

Atchafalaya River, La. Expedilion from Morganza to, D(‘ 0 . 16-19, 

1864. 993 

Morganza, La. Operations in tlu‘vicinity of, Sept. KJ-lT), 1861, with 
skirmibhos at Williamsimrt (16th), at the Atchafalaya River 

(17th), and at Bayou Alabama and Morgan’s Ferry (20th). 808 

Pristoe, Edward T. Mentioned. 642 

Fxitz, Emil. 

Mentioned. 201,930-942 

Report of scouts from Fort Sumner, N. Mex., Aug. 3-Nov.4,1864, with skir¬ 
mish (Aug. 26) at Sacramento Mountains. 201 
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Page 

Frost, Charles H. Mentioned. 87 

Fry, James H. Report of reocenpatiou of Brownsville, Tex., by the Confed¬ 
erate forces, July 30,1864. 185 

Fry, John T. S. Report of attack on the steamer Alamo, Nov. 29, 1864, on 

the Arkansas River, near Dardanelle, Ark. 947 

Pryrear, A. B. Mentioned. 862 

Fuchs, F. William. Mentioned. 421 

Fulkerson, Mrs. Mentioned. 293 

Fullbright, Daniel. MentioinMl. 677, 918 

Fuller,-. Mentioned. 739 

Fuller, Ii-viug W. 

Mentioned. 235, 744 

Report of skirmish near Dardanelle, Ark., Aug. 30, 1864 . 729 

Fuller, Jay. Mentioned. 776 

Puller, Ferry. Mentioned. 606 

Pulton, Mo. 

Operations in the vicinity of, Nov. 21-30, 1804, with skirmish (28th) near 

Pulton. Report of Douglas Dale. 934 

Scout from. July 25-26, 1864. R(*port of Charles D. Ludwig. 130 

Skirniivsh near, Nov. 28, 1864. See Fulton^ Mo. Ojitnitiomt in the vicinity 
of, Nov, Ql-oO, ISGi, etc. 

Gale, Daniel Q. Menlioncd. 316,463, 464 

Gallagher, Michael. Mention(*d. 756 

Gallegos, Andres. Monti<»ned. 204 

Galligan, John. Mentioned. 157,159 

Galloway, Charles. Mentiom*d. 13,24,262,263,797 

Gamble, Hamilton R. Mentioned. 57 

Gandolfo, John B. Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 

1864 . 326 

Gano, JohnA. Mentioned. 791 

Gano, Richard M. 

MeniioiKMl.13, 23,24,29-36,398,466,595, 765,769,771, 772, 777-787, 792-794,852 

Report of operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter., Sei>t. 11-25, 1864, 
with tictions at Hay Station, near Fort (Hbson (16th), and at 

Cahill Creek and Pryor’s Creek (19th).:. 788,791 

Garbert, Ely. Mentioned. 925 

Garcia, Julio. IMentioned. 127,128 

Gardner, Franklin. Mentioned. 999 

Garland, Fort. See Fort Garland. 

Garnett,-. Mentioned. 762 

Garrett, John A. Mentioned. 297 

Garrison, Jonathan. Mentioned. 36 

Garth, Eugene. Mentioned. 975 

Garth, Eugene, Mrs. Mentioned. 975 

Garth, Samuel A. Mentioned. 324 

Gaskell, Peter Fenn. Mentioned.'. 218 

Gates, Marvin M. Mentioned. 743,974 

Gayle, J. R. Mentioned. 994 

Gayoso, Mo. Skirmish near. See Eornersville and Gayoso, Mo. jSkirmiskes 
near, Sept. 8, 7804. 

Gazelle, U. S. S. Mentioned. 939 

Geiger, Washington P. 

Correspondence with Christopher C. Andi-ews. 283,285 
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3*ago. 

Geiger, Washington F.—Continued. 

Itineraries. 

Ai'kansas. Operations in, Oct. 1--31, 1864. 861 

Ashley’s and Jones’ Stations, Ark. Action at, near OevaU’s Bluff, 

Aug. 24,1864. 286 

Central Arkansas. Operations in, Nov. 1-30, 1864. 900 

Little lied River, Ark. Expedition from Little Rock to, Aug. 6-16, 

1864, with skirmishes at Hickory Plains and Bull Bayou (7th), at 
Hatch’s Ferry (9th),near Augusta (10th), and near Searcy (13th). 229 

Mentioned. 221,223,225-228,281-28 L, 297,861,897,900,901, 917,970 

Reports of 

Arkansas. Operations in, Oct. 1-31, 1864. 861 

Ashley’s and Jones’ Stations, Aik. Action at, near Devall’s Bluff, 

Aug. 24, 1864. 285 

Central Arkansas. Operations in, Dec. 1-31, 1864. 977 

Gentilly’s Plantation, La. Skirmish near, Sex)t. 1, 1864. See Xaiche:! Bayou, 

La, Expedition to, Aug, 30-Sept, 3, 1864, etc. 

Gentles, Captain. Mentioned. 800 

Gentry, -. Mentioned. 851 

George, C. L. Mentioned. 975 

George, Solomon A. M. Mentioned. 194,267 

Gerald Mountain, Ark. Skirmish at, Aug. 21, 1864. See FayefteviUe, Jrk, 
Expedition from CasaviUe, Mo., to, Aug, 3J-38,1864, etc. 

Gholson, Samuel J. Mentioned. 999,1000 

Gibson, Port See Fort Gihson. 

Gibson, Caiitain. Mentioned. 975 

Gibson, William H. Mentioned. 184 

Gideon, John A. Mentioned. 387 

Gilbert, Henry W. JMeiitioned. 203-208 

Gilbert, James I. Mentioned. 322,904 

Gill, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 662 

Gill, Edward. Mentioned. 477,520,543 

Gill, John W. Mentioned. 12-14 

Gill, N. Y. Mentioned. 271 

Gillespie, John. Mentioned.. 839 

Gillette, Lee P. 

Mentioned. 825,834,835,841,844 

Report of operations against Indians in Nebraska and Colorado, Soi>t. 29- 

Nov. 30,1864 . 844 

Gilley, Gabriel D. Mentioned. 289 

Gillman,-. Mentioned. 828 

Gipson, James. Mentioned. 917 

Glasgow, Mo. 

Action at, Oct. 15,1861. Set‘ PricesMisaonri Expedition, Ang. lU-Dee. 3, 1864, 
Reports of 

Clark, Jolm B., jr. Greene, Colton. Lawthcr, Robert li. 

Curtis, Samuel 8. Harding, Chester,jr. iiosecraUH, William S. 

Davies, J. P. Holloway, George A. Sludby, Joseph 0. 

Fisk, Clinton B. Jackman, Sidney D. 

Skirmishes near. 

Oct. 14,1864. See Price'’a Miaaouri Expedition, Aug. 30-Dec. 3, 1864, 
Reports of 

Curtis, Samuel It. Douglass, Joaei)h B, Lawtliev, Tloboi*t R. 

Curtis, Samuel S. Fisk, Clinton B. Roacorans, Williiiiu S. 

Oct. 26,1864. ;^04 
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Glass,-. Mentioned. 789 

Glass Village, Ark. Skirmisli near, 8ept.8,1861. Lewhhitrtjj Arl:. Oper¬ 
ations in the vicinity oj) Sept. 0-8^7804^ etc. 

Glaze, Henry S. Mentioned. 422,423,438,685 

Glenn, Tom. Mentioned. 975 

Gober, Daniel. 

Corrospondenee witli Stephen D. Lee.89,117 

Mentioned. 218 

Goble, William P. Meuti()U(‘d. 521, .595 

Goelzer, Augustus. Mentioned. 7^ 

Goff, Charles. Mentioned. 295 

Goiizales, Pelippe. Mentioned. 867,875 

Gooch,-. Mentioned. 432 

Goode, John R. Mentioned. 193,195,196 

Goode, Robert P. H. Mentioned. 64 

Goodrich's Landing, La. Exp(‘ditii)n to bayou Maeon from, Aug. 28-31,1864. 

See liayon Tcnsa^i, La. Skirmish near, lay. I8o4j etc. 

Goodspeed, Henry S. Mention<‘d. 935 

Goodwin, BUjah. Mentioned. 776 

Goodwin, Fort. See Fort Ooodu'in. 

Gordon, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 441 

Gordon, Anderson. Mentioned. 641 

Gordon, B. Prank. Mentioned. 26- 

28, 191, 288, (>3l, (535,642, 619-655,657-660, 666-668, 675 

Gordon, Cy. Mentioned. 250,291 

Gordon, George H. 

Itinerary. Operations on’the White Ili%"cr, Ark., July 19-25, 1864,-and 

attack (24th) on the steamer Clara Bell. 87 

Mentioned. 87,88 

Gordon, George P. Mentitjued. 661,662 

Gordon, William. Mentioned. 265 

Gorham, Samuel A. 

Mentioned. 201 

liex^ort of scouts from Fort Sunnier, N. Mex., Aug. 3 -Noy. 4,1864, with skir¬ 
mish (Aug. 26) at Saerameuto Mountains. 202 

Gorman, James. Mentioned.-.’.-. 873 

Goss, Benjamin P. Mentioned. 990,991 

Goss, Emmett. Mentioned. 589 

Goss, Henry P. Report of oiieratious in We.stern Missouri, July 6-30, 1864.. 63 

Gkiuld, Francis S. Mentioned.•.. 608 

Gove, Grenville L. Meni ion<‘d. 244,472,477,483, 520,543,544 

Grace, John R. Mentioned. 298 

Graham, Captain. Mentioned. 71 

Graham [?], Oeueral. Mentioned. 496,545 

Graham, Surgeon. Mentioned. 551 

Graham, Joseph E. Mentioned. 23 

Graham, Robert. Mentioned.. -. 522 

Graham, R., St(‘amer. Mentioned. 44,903 

Grand Caillou Bayou. See Bayou Grand CaUloiL 
Grand River, La. 

Expedition to. See Grand Lake, Grand Itirer, vie, Expeditions to, Sept, 

7-77, 78G4, etc. 

Skirmish on. See Lake Nalches, La, Expedition from FaincourtviUe to, Aug, 

15-^1,1SG4, etc. 
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Grand Lake, Grand River, Lake Pausse Pointe, Bayou Pigeon, and Lake 
Natchez, La. Expeditious to, Sept. 7-11,1864, wiili iifiair ( 8 fli) 
at Labadieville. 

Communications from 

Cameron, Rol^crt A. 746 

Sherman, Thomas AV .. 747 

Reports of 

Cameron. Roberl A. 747 

Clybourn, John XT. 748 

* Leonard, Ezra. 7.70,751 

Steele, AVilliamJ. 748 

Wyman, Dudley 0. 749 

Grand River and Bayou Pigeon, La. Expedition from Napoleonviile to, 

Sept. 26-30,1864. Reports of 

CTyhoiirn, John H. 821 

Miller, Jesse S. 822 

Wyman, Dudley C. 824 

Grant, M. S. 

Correspondence with 

Curtis, Samuel R. 479 

Deitzler, George W. 616 

Mentioned. 469,479-481,526, 615, 616 

Grant, Samuel I. ^Centioned.^- 324 

Grant, XT. S. 

Correspondence with Samuel R. Curtis. 511,512 

Mentioned. 113,116,192,304,314,510-513,515,528,550 

Gravely, Joseph J. 

Mentioned. 193,386, 387,389-392, 395,404-409,414,493, 495,545 

Reports of 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 411,414 

Southwest Missouri. Operations in, Aug. 1-28,1864, with slcirmislieH a t 
Diamond Grove Prairie (1st), at Rutledge (4th), iioav Enterprise 

and at Buffalo Creek (7th). 198 

Graves, Amherst P. Mentioned. 181 

Graves, George. Mentioned. 393 

Graves, Jonathan W. Mentioned. 438,682,688 

Graves, Samuel E. For coiTespoiidenee as A. A. A, (h, see JCuijene J. (Utrr. 

Graves, William H. 

Mentioned. 741 

Report of expeditions from Little Rock and DevalPs Hlutf fo Searcy, Fair- 

view, and Augusta, Ark., Aug. 27-Sept. 6,1864 . 298 

Gray, Isaac. Mentioned. 231,237 

Gray, John B. Mentioned. 316 

Gray, Robert. Mentioned. 182 

Green, Benjamin P. Mentioned. 864 

Green, J. S. Mentioned. 26 

Green, Louis P. Mentioned. 591 

Green,^Thomas. Mentioned. 113,114 

Green, Thomas Jeff. Mentioned.:. 23 

Green, William D. Mentioned. 17 

Green, William I. Mentioned. 12 

Greene, Charles M. Mentioned. 744 

Greene, Colton. 

Meutioiiecl. 431,437, WS, 030. 634,641,679-683, 685,693,69,3,728 

Report of Price’s Missoiiri Exiiedition, Aiig. 29-Dec'. 3,1864 . 687 
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Greeue, Henry A. 

Mentioned. 248 

lieport of atfaiv in tlie San Andrea Mountains, K. Mex., Ang. 12,1864. 241 

Greene, Oliver D. Mentioii(*d. 56 

For correspondence as A. A. G., ace fTilliam S, Jiimoraus, 

Greene, William H. Mentioned. 521,580,586, 611, 613 

Greenleaf, Alanson C. Mentioned. 521,600 

Greeno, Harris S. Tteport of a(‘Out from Devall’s Bluff to Searcy and Clin¬ 
ton, Ark., Nov. 9-15,1864. 915 

Greensburg, La. Expedition from Baton Konge to. Sec Clinton, (iveenshnrg, 

Osyl'a, and Camp Moore, La. Expedition from Baton Bongo to. 

Oct. 0-9, 1S04. 

Greenton, Mo. Aftair at, Nov. 1,1864. Report of William N. Norville. 896 

Greenton Valley, Mo. S(‘ont from Warrensbiirg to, Nov. 39-Dec. 3, 1864. 

Report of Murline 0. Heiislee. 972 

Greer, James E. Mentioned. 477,592 

Greer, Samuel W. Mentioned. 522 

Gregg, Nathan P. Mentioned. 478,593 

Giregg* H. Mentioned. 50 

Gregory,-. Mentioned. 208,209 

Gregory, Charles H. Report of affair at the Moselle Bridge, near Franklin, 

Mo., Doc, 7,1864. 983 

Gregorys Landing, Ark. Attack on steamers Celeste and Commercial at. 

See Celeste and Commercial, Steamers. Jttacl: on, Sept. 4,1SG4, etc. 

Gregory, William. Mentioned. 978 

Grice, John S. Mentioned. 364 

Grierson, Benjamin H. 

Mentioned. 998-1001 

Report of oxi>edilion from Memphis, Tenn., to destroy tlie Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad, Deo. 21,1864-Jan. 5,1865, v^ith engagements at Verona, 

Miss. (25th), anti at Egypt, Miss. (28th). 1001 

Grigg, J. M. Mentioned. 27l 

Grimes, John. 

Mont ioned. 253,254, 317,434 

Report of operations in Ray and Carroll Counties, Mo., Ang. 12-16,1864, 

with skirmish (12th) at Fredericksburg. 251,252 

Grinnell, William E. Mentionecl. 956,958 

Groomer, David. Mentioned. 293 


Groomes [?], Colonel. Mentioned. 895 

Grove, William F. Mentioned. 866 

Grover, George S. Mentioned. 478 

Grundy County, Mo. Affair at Lindley, in. See Lindleij, Mo. Jffair at, in 
Grundy County, July 15,18G4. 

Guble, William. Mentioned. 302 

Guerrin, Gabriel C. Mentioned. 747 

Guest, Samuel M. Mentioned. 800 

Gugler, G. Mentioned. 776 

Guirado, Juan P. Mentioned. 228 

Guitar [?],-. Mentioned. 740 

Gunboat No. 14. Mentioned. 301 

Gunboat No. 30. Mentioned. 298 

Gunboat No. 41. See Nijansa, U. S. S. 

Gunboat No, 43. Mention(‘d. 750 

Gunboat No. 49. Mentioned. 749 


Gunboat No, 43. 
Gunboat No. 49. 
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Page. 

Quiiboat ISTo. 50. Sec CrdZfillCf U, S. S. 

Gunboat No. 54. Mentioned. 301 

Gunboat No. 58. Sec Suntress, U. aS*. S. 

Gunter, Samuel H. Mentioned. 30,35 

Gunter, Thomas M. Mentioned. 041 

Gunter’s Mills, Mo. Scout to, on Indeiiendeiice Eoad, Aug. 1-3,18G1. Report 

of Ezra W. Kings!miy. 1B8 

Gunter’s Prairie, Ind. Ter. Skirniibli on, Aug. 24,1864. 

Cominnuication from Stand AVutie. 279 

Report of Samuel 15. Ma\cy. ^79 

Guppey, Joshua J. 

Mentioned. 808,879 

Report ot ojxuations in the vicinity of Morganza, La., Sept. lG'-25, 18G1, 
uitli^skirmishes at Williamsiiort (ICtli), at the Atehafala.Na 
' Riv(‘r (17111), and at Bayou Alabama and Morgan’s Ferry (20th).. 805 

Gurley, Edwaid J. Mentioned. 778 

Gurney, Asa L. 

Mentioned. 237,289,804 

Reports of 

h)ansRe River, La. Exi>edition from Morganza to. Sept. 13-17, 1864, 
with sldrinisliea near Bayou Maringouiu (13th), near Rosedale 

(15th), and near Bayou Mariugouin (16th). 799 

Morganza, La. Operations in the vicinity of, Sept. 16-25, 1864, with 
skii'mislies at Williamsport (16th), at the Atehafalaya River 
(17tb), and at Bayou Alabama and Morgan’s Ferry (20th) .... 80(), 807 

Guthrie,-. Mentioned. 78,79 

Haberkorn, Charles. Mentioned. 940 

Hackett, Ephraim Ii. Mentioned. 881 

Hackley,-. Mentioned. 760 

Haden, Porter. Mentioned. 15, 47 

H. A. Homeyer, Steamer. Mentioned. 241,270 

Haigler, R. C. Mentioned. 923 

Haines, Thomas Jefferson. Meutioned. 31G 

Halbert, Joel B. Mentioned. 895 

Hale, Steamer. Mentioned. 2U 

Hall, Alfred G. 

Correspondence with Thomas W. Shenufin. 758 

Mentioned. 757 

Report of expedition from Fort Pike, La., to the Pearl River, S('pi. 0-12, 

1864 . 75G 

Hall, Elbert F. Mentioiu'd. 459 

Hall, George H. Mt‘ntion(*d. 56,258 

Hall, James H. Mentioned. 259 

Hall, Joseph C. W. Mentioned. 330,500 

Hall, Richard. Mentioned. 195 

Hall, Willard P. Mentioned. 345,381,462 

Halleck, Henry W. 

Correspoiidenoe with 

Curtis, Samuel R. 470,474,492,493,501,510-512,514,515,550 

Pope, John. 155 

Meiitione<l. 37 , 155 ,307,528,520,540 

For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see I/. /S'. Grant; also }} ar DvparU 
malt, C. aV. 

Halsey, Lieutenant. Meutioned. 201 
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Pacja 

Hamilton, Mentioned. 975 

Hamilton Belle, Steamer. Mentioned. 21,302 

Hamilton, David. Mentioned. 11,14,735,910,911 

Hamilton, Blisha B. Mentioned. 278,279 

Hamilton, Walter B. Mentioned. 353, 358,363 

Hamilton, William T. Mentioned. 900 

Hamlin, Cyrus. 

Mentioned.214,217 

Reports of affair at Doyal’s Plantation, La., Aug. 5,1864 . 215 

Hammer, Louis. Mentioned. 776 

Hampton, G-eorge S. Mentioned. 521,579,596 

Hampton, Robert. Mentioned. 776 

Hance, Morgan A. Mentioned. 845 

Hancock, -. Mentioned. 929,930,932 

Hancock, William. Mentioned. 130 

Haney, J. H. Mentioned. 97 

Hankins, Roland. Mentioned. 918 

Hanna, A. Jackson. Mentioned. 776 

Hardee, William J. 

Correspondence witli War Department, C. S. 123 

Mentioned. 707 

•Hardin,-. Mentioned.817,851 

Hardin, George H. Mentioned. 238 

Harding, Amos J. Repoit of Pricers Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 

1864 . :. 432 

Harding, Chester, jr. 

Mentioned. 421,422,430,431,407,471,530-532,681,682,686 

Report at* Price’s Missouri Expedition, Ang. 29-Dec. 2,1864. 434 

Harding, Frank, Mentioned. 808 

Harding, Prank, Mrs. Mentioned. 807,808 

Hardy, David L. Mentioned. 212 

Harman, James R. Mentioned. 364 

Harmon, Henry W. Mentioned- ' . 977 

Harmon, John. Mentioned. 195,776 

Harrall, Thomas. Mentioned. 325 

Harrell, John M. Mentioned. 641,918,919 

Harrington, Henry. Mentioned. 441 

Harrington, Stephen R. Report of capture of the steamer Miller on the Ai- 

kausas River, near Pine Bluff, Ark., Aug. 17, 1864. 264 

Harris, Charles L. Mentioned. 892 

Harris, David M. Mentioned. 664 

Harris, John L. Mentioned. 453 

Harris, S. S. Mentioned. 641 

Harrison, Ezra B. Mentioned. 397,399 

Harrison, Isaac P. Mentioned. 106,118,119,294, 623, 625, 626,642,728,857 

Harrison, M. La Rue. 

Correspondence with 8aniuel R. Curtis. 398 

Mentioned. 514-519,529,541,546,566 

Reports of 

Huntsville, Ark. Scout from Fayetteville to, Sept. 12-15, 1864, with 

skirmish (14th) at Rodgers’ Crossing of the White River. 797 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 397,398 

Washington and Benton Counties, Ark. Expedition in, Aug. 21-27, 

1864, with skirmishes. 266,267 
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Page. 

Harrison, Mo. Skirmisli at. See Leaalurg, or Harrison, Mo, ^llrmhhes at, 


Sept, ^9-Oct. 1,1864. 

Harrover, Benjamin F. Mentioned. 81-83,85 

Hart,-. Mentioned. 434 

Hart, Jefferson G. Mentioned. 353 

Hart, Joe. Mentioned. 434 

Hart, Kate, Steamer. Mentioned. 281,298,989 

Hart, Simeon. 

Correspondenee with 8t. .Toliii R. Liddell. 99 

Mentioned. 103 

Hartville, Mo. Skirmish at, Aug. 11, 18(11. Reports of John B. Sauhom.. 240,241 

Harvey, John. Mentioned. 3G0,3C2,977 

Harvey, Philip. Mentioned. 484,520,551-553 

Hassayampa Creek, Ariz. Skirmish on, Dec. 15, 1864. See Central ^irhona. 

Expedition against Indians in, Bee. 10-41, ISGi, etc. 

Hastings, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 918 

Hatch, Edwin A. C. Mentioned. 37 

Hatches Perry, Ark. Skirmish at, Aug. 9, 1864. See lAtfle Bed Hirer, Jrk. 

Expedition from Little Boel to. Jug. O-IO, 1804, (te. 

Hattie May, Steamer. Mentioned. 421 

Haughawout, William J. Mentioned. 864-860 

Hawkins, T. H. Mentioned. 195 

Hawley, Charles H. Mentioned. 957,958 

Hawley, William. Report of scout from Little Ro<‘k to Benton, Ark., Nov. 

27-30, 1864. 944 

Hawthorn, Alexander T. M<mtioued. 754 

Haycock, William. Mentioned. 194 

Hayes, Lewis W. Mentioned.!.. 209,211,880 

Haynes, D. C. Mentioned. 32 

Haynes, John L. Mentioned. 879 

Haynie, E. D. Mentioned. 670 

Hays, Captain. Mentioned. 920 


Hay Station No. 3, Ark. Skirmish at, July 30, 1864. See iirown^^rille, Ail. 
Slcirmisli near, Juhj 80,1801, etc. 

Hay Station, Ind. Ter. Action at, Sept. 16, 1861. S(‘e Cherohe .\ation, Jnd. 

T(r. Operations in. Sept. 11-2A, 1804, etc. 

Hazen’sParm, Ark. Affair at, near Devall’s Bhitf. S(‘e Bt rails Illnff, Arl. 

Aj)air near, Nor. X?, 1864, ete. 

Headlee, Samuel W. Mentioned. 301 

Heap Buffalo. (ludian.) Mentioned. 967 

Heath, Herman H. Mentioned... 522, 532 

Heath, Sullivan. Mentioned. 910-942 

Hebard, William. Report of skirmish at Diipping Si)iiiig, Mo., Aug. 15,1861. 259 

Hedges, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 80 

Heiston, Thornton B. Mentioned. 788 

Helena, Ark. 

Expedition from, to Buck Iftland, in the Mississippi River. See Buck 
Ihland, in the Mississippi Biver. Expedition from Helena, Ark., to, 

July 13-16, 1804. 

Expedition to Friar's Point, Miss., from. See FriaCs Point, Miss. Expedition 
from Helena, Ark., to. Bee. 1-5,1864. 

Expedition to Kent’s Landing from. See KenCs Landing, Arl. Expedition 
' from Helena to, Jng. 11-13, 1864. 

Expedition up White River from. See White Biver, Arl. Expedition from 
Helena up, Aug. t?9-Sepf. S, 1864, etc. 
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Helena, Ark.—Continued. 

ftcont to Alligator Bayou from. See Alligator Bayou, Arl\ ^^cout from 
Helena to, Sept. 0-14, 1864. 

Scout to Alligator Bayou from. See Alligator Bayou, Arl. Scout from 
Helena to, Sept. 22-28, 1864. 

Scout to Alligator Bayou from. See Alligator Bayou. Ark. Scout from 
Helena, to, Oct. 1-4, ISOi. 

Scout t() Mount Veriioii from. See Haunt J'ernon, Ark. Scout from Helena 
to, Aug. 22-25, 1864. 

Skirmisli near, Aug. 1, 1861. See EasUrn Arlansns. Operations in, Aug. 1- 
o, 1861, etc. 

Helliwell, Albert. Mentioned. 264, 920, 934 

Henderson, Janies A. IVEentioned. 978 

Henning, Benjamin S. 

Correspondence with 

Anthony, Scott J. 915 

(hirtis, Sanuu‘1 It. 913, 915, 920,982 

Report of skinnish with Indians near Fort Zarah, Kams., Nov. 20, 1861... 934 

Henniou, Martin. Mentioned. 610 

Henry, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 76 

Henry, Charles A. Mentioned. 316 

Henry, Isaac N. 

Mentioned. 61 

Report of operations in Ray and Carroll Counties, Mo., Aug. 12-16, 1864, 

with skirmish (I2th) at Fredericksburg. 252 

Henry, Samuel. Mentioned. 896 

Henslee, Murline C. 

Mentioned. 65-67 

Report of scout from Wainmsburg to the Greenton Valley, I^lo., Nov. 29- 

Dec. 3,1861. 972 

Herman, H. M. Mentuuu'd. 61 

Hermann, Mo. Skirmish at, Oct. 3,186i. See Pricers MissouriExp)ediiion, Aug. 
20-I)ee. 1, 1864. Ixcporlh of 

Brown, Egbert I?. Lavs t her, Robert R. Price, Sterling. 

(’lark, John B., jr. Montgonierj, Sanmel. KoHccranH, "William S. 

Curtis, Samiiel R. Oiiken Fraiu is. Sulims John. 

Eifzim, ChailcH J). 


See also Brown to Ourtis, p. 466. 

Hermitage Elantation, La. Operations in tlie^ ieinity of. See Morganaa, La. 
Operations near, Dec. ti, lS64-Jan. 5,1865, etc. 

Herring, Bright W. Mentioned. 131,235,819,820 

Herron, Francis J, Report of expedition to Clinton, La., Ang. 23-29, 1864, 

with skirmishes (25th; at Olive Branch and the Comite River.. 274 

Hewit, Monroe. Mentioned. 195 

Hickey, Thomas. M<‘ntioiied. 776 

Hickory Plains, Ark. Skirmisli at, Aug. 7, 1861. S<‘c JAttle Bed Hirer, Ark. 
Ex 2 )ediiion from Little Bock to, Aug. 6-16, 1864, ete, 

Hickox, PrEinklin W. Mentioned. 344-346,419 

Hicks, David G*. Mentioned. 681,694 

Hicks, Henry A. Mentioned. 520 

3[ien,-. Mentioned. 260 

Highland Stockade, La. Affair at. See Baton Bouge, La. Affair near, at 
> Highland Stockade, July 29, 1864. 

Hildebrand, Henry. Mentioned. 462 
























1070 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Hildebrand, J. N. 

Correspondence with Douglas H. Cooper. 770 

Mentioned. 778 

Hilderbrand, Sam. Mentioned. 456 

Hill, Adam W. 

Mentioned. 184 

Report of skirmish lU'ar Pine Blulf, Ark., July 30, 1864. 185 

Hill, Edgar P. Mentioned. 805 

Hill, John F. Mentioned. 641,810 

Hill, Reuben A. 

Mentioned. 071 

Statement of, ridatiiig to the conduct of troops under coirimand of John 
M. Chivington, at engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. 

Ter., Nov. 20, 1864 . 071 

Hill, Sylvester G. Mentioned. 321, 004 

Hill, William H. Mentioned. 370 

HiU, Wright J. Mentioned. 360, 362 

Hiller, Hiram M. 

Mentioned. 79 

Reports of 

Hornersrillo and Gayoso, Mo. Skirmishes near, S(‘})t. 8,1861. 751, 752 

Mississippi County, Mo. Oxierations in, Nov. 5-1), 1861, with skir¬ 
mishes at Charleston (.5th) and near Sikeston (6tli). 906,007 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864 . 453, 154 

Hiller, John M. Mentioned. 80 

Hillerich, Adam. Mentioned.375,383 

Hilliard, Hiram. Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Doc. 2, 

1864 . 441 

Hills, Charles S. Mentioned. 316,119,4.50,152 

Hils, Andrew. Mentioned. 742 

Hilton,-. Mentioned. 920 

Hilton, Wiliam H. Mentioned. 933 

Hine, Steamer. Mentioned. 001 

Hinkle, Anthony. Mentioned. 235 

Hinton, Richard J. Mentioned. 479,496,498,502,521,515,570, 601-604 

Hisey, William P. Mentioned..... 176,177 

Hitchcock, Ethan A. 

Correspondence with Napoleon B. Buford. 69 

Mentioned.:. 69 

Hodge, Colonel. Meutioned. 406 

Hodge, Ambrose. Mentioned. 320 

Hodges, Henry C. Mentioned. 522,532 

Hodges, Thomas N. Meutioned. 78 

Hodge's Plantation, La. Skirmish at. Sept. 11, 1864. R(‘port of llashrouck 

Davis.*.. 761 

Hodsdon, Charles C. Mentioned. 217 

Hoelcke, William. Mentioned. 316,517, .548 

Hoffbauer, Hugo. Mentioned. 326 

ECoSman, William G. Mentioned. 864 

Hogan, A. C. Mentioned. 480,482,487,519,576,570,581,507,598,600,615 

Hogane, James T. Mentioned. 641 

Holden, Mo. 

Operations near, Ang. 2-8,1864, with skirmish (8th) on Norris Creek. Re¬ 
port of Melville U. Foster.L. 200 

Skirmish near, Aug. 12, 1864. See Johnson Covnty, Mo* Ojieraiions i??, 

Aug* 11^X0^ 1SG4, etc. 
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Page. 

Holibaugh, George W. Mentioned. 20 

Holliday, S. K. Mentioned. 622 

Holloway, George A. 

Mentioned. i22. 43 i, 438,439 

Reports of 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Au^. 29-Dec. 2,1864. 430 

Western Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30, 1864 . 59 

Holmes, James. Menlioned. 591 

Holmes, Samuel A. Mentioned. 894 

Holmes, Theophilus H. Mentioned. 113 

Holt, George M. Mentioned. 12 

Holt, Joseph. Mentioned. 963 

For covrebpoudence, etc., see Judge-Advocaie-GcneraVs Office, U. 1^. Jt. 

Holtzclaw, Clifton D. M(‘utioned. 10, 

177-179,250,263,299, 300,415,418, 424, 745,759,760 

Homeyer, H. A., Steamer. Mentioned. 241,270 

Hood, John B. Mentioned. 30,123,192,903,978,999-1001 

Hooper, James C, Mentioned. 660-662,670 

Hooper, Robert. Mentioned. 1002 

Hopkins, Dewitt C. Mentioned. 397,399 

Hopkins, Henry. 

Corresijondeuce with Adjutant-Generars Office, U. 8. A. 769 

Mentioned.. 520,558,559,773 

Reports of 

Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in, Se])t. 11-25, 1864, with 
actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16tli), and at Cabin 

Creek and I^ryor’s Cr(‘ek (10th). 766,769 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. 559 

Hopson, Joseph. Mentioned. 975 

Horn, Elisha. Report of expedition from Wammsburg to Chapel Hill, Mo., 

July 29-Ang. 2, 1864, with skirmish (Jnly 30) near Chapel Hill. 182 
Hornersville and Gayoso, Mo. Skirmishes near, Sept. 8, 1864. Reports of 

Edwards, James W. 752 

Hiller. Hiram M. 751, 752 

Horton, Hathaniel D. Mentioned. 521,596 

House, Albert E. Mentioned. 146,457 

Houston, George M. 

Mentioned. 371,380 

Report of Price’s Missonri Expedition, Ang. 29-l)ec. 2, 1864 . 380 

Houston, Robert G. Mentioned. 738 

Houts, George W. Mentioned. 357,362 

Houts, Thomas W. Mi?iitionod. 66,67,973 

Hovey, James B. M<‘ntioned. 622 

Howard,-. Mcuitioned.. 807,808 

Howard, James H. Mentioned. 920 

Howard, John H. M<mtioned. 410 

Howard, Samuel. Mentioned. 360,362 

Howard, XT. J. Mentioned. 271 

Howard County, Mo. 

Operations in. See La Fayette, Mine, and Howard (Untnties, Mo. Opei^a- 
tions in, Aug. 1804, etc. 

Operations in, etc. See liandolph, Howard, and Boone (bounties. Mo. Op- 
ei'ations in, Bept. 18-19, 1804, etc. 

Scout in. See Boone and Howard Vountiee, Ho. Scoutf> in, AVep/. 0-12,1864, 
etc. 
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Pap:e. 

Howell, Luther C. MenfioiHMl. 092 

Howell, Sylvanus. IMoiitioned.-. Ol-J, 3,), OO, 790, 701 

Howk, Richard A. Mentioned. 1^1? 1^-, -00, 822 

Howland, E. J. Mentioned. 34 

Howland, George W. Mentioned. 224 

Hoyt, George H. 

Correspondence ^^itll C^liarles K. Jennison. 588 

Mentioned. 177, 

483,486,489,490,508,509,519, 525,528,514, 578,581-583, 586-588, 590,598 

Hubbard,-. TMentioned. 61 

Hubbard, E.S. Mentioned. 169,522 

Hubbard, Josiah M. 

Mentioned. 526, 562-565 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Ani*. 29-D<‘c. 2, 1861. 565 

Hubbard, Lucius F. Mentioned. 320 

Hubbard, Walter D. Mentioned. 77 

Hubble, John B. Mentioned. 53>7 

Hudson, Gilbert J. Report of operations in Central Aikansas, Dec*. 1-31, 

1864 . 978 

Hudson, John G. Report of exx)edition up White Riv(‘rfioin Helena, Aik., 
with aflair (Sept. 3} at IvendaPs (h’ist-Mill, Au^. 20-Sopt. 3, 

1864 .*. 302 

Hudson, Joseph K. Mentioned. 713 

Hudson, Richaid. Mentioned. 12()-128 

Hughes, EH. Mentioned. 261-263,260-270 

Hughey, W, M. Mentioned. 641 

Human, WiUiam C. Mentioned. 412 

Humphreys, James F. Mentioned.T. 302 

Humphreys, John T. Mentioned. 33,34,36 

Hunt, Franklin E. Mentioned. 171,522 

Hunt, Marshall. Mentioned. 218 

Hunt, Robert H. 

Mentioned. 2J5, 332, 476, 178, 482, 483, 491, 

493-496,500-502,505, 520,526,529,542, 556, 557, 575,592,593,601, 602,609 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug, 29-Dec, 2,1861. 642 

Hunter, David. Mentioned. 192 

Hunter, De Witt C. Mentioned. 287, 

288,642,650,661, 062, (»71, 672, 674, 675, 677, 918,910 

Hunter, Malcolm. Mentioned. 103-196 

Hunter, Robeit. Mentioned. 1002 

Hunter, Samuel A- Mentioned. 430,436, 137 

Huntersville, Ark. xSkinnish near, July 8,1861. Ariattson. Operahoufi 

irij Juhj 1864, llcport of Stnari, p. 15; * 

Huntoon, Joel. Mentioned. 514,593,501 

Huntress, U. S. S. Mentioned. 44,78 

Huntsville, Ark. Scout from Fayetleville 4o, Sepl. 12-15,1861, with skir¬ 
mish (14th) at Rodgers’ Crossing of the Wliitci River. R<‘]>ortB 
of 

Harrison, M. La Rue. 797 

Worthington,,John I. 798 

Huntsville and Yellville, Ark. Scout fiom Spr!iig6(*I(l, Mo., lo, Nov. 11-21, 

1864, with skirmishes. Report of Hugh (’ameron. 017 
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Page. 


Huntsville, Mo, 

Ailair at, Sopt. 25,1861. Soo P)iei\ MihHouri Expedition, Jug, 39-1 )lc. 2, 
3SG4, Report of l^hk, p. 115. 

Attack on, July 15,1861. 8ee Jl thteni MUboitri, Operations in, Jiihj 6-30, 
1304. 


Skirniish at, July 24,1861. Sec Randolph County, Mo, Operations in, July 
M-JJ, ISGi, cfi. 

Skiniiisli(‘s n(*ar. 

Jul;^ 10,1864. 8co Fnyitiv Road, near Jiinitbville, Mo. Skirmish on the. 


July U>, 1st it. 

Aug. 7,1861. Keport of Alc\antler F. Denny. 230 

Hmlbut, Stephen A. 

Coricspondciu Avitli Thoina,s W. {^lierman. 045,916 


of expedition Iroiii Baton Kouge to Dlinton, Greenshnrg, Os,\ka, 


and Camp Moore, La., Oct. 5~9, 1864. 880 

IVIentionod. 945 

Hurst, Thomas W. Mentioned. 278 

Hutchens, William D. Mentioned. 20,21 

Hutchings, Ephraim M. Mentioned. 982 

Hutcliins,-. Mentioned. 51 

Hutchinson, -. Mentioned. 242 

Hutchinson, John F. Mentioned. 126,127 

Hutchinson, William S. Mentioned.• 291 

Hyde,-. Mentioned. 73 

Hyde, Absalom. Mentioned. 525 

Hynes, Dennis J. 

Mentioned. 422,426,428,434,437-439 

Keport of I’riee’s Missouri Esi)edition, Aug. 29-I)ec. 2, 1864. 424 

Hynson, H. C. Mentioned. 641 

Ike Davis, Wteam(‘r. Cajituro of. Sept. —, 1864. Eeport of John G. Walker. 850 
Dlinois Troops. IMeiitioned. 

Artillery, Light—/?e^//77e/7ts: 1st (Batteries), B, 18. 

Cavalry—/?ey//ue/7fs: 2d, 12, 881; 6th,7th, 9th, 1001; 10th, 12, 15, 16,26, 

28, 68, 226,227, 297,862,900, 901; 12th, 181,182, 260, 734, 748,749,821, 822; 

13th, 183-185, 855,858-860, 077,978,1003; 15th, 12, 16-23,70,270,271,302, 

971,975; 17th, 125,250, 259,260,263,291,292, 312,344, 348, 365,371,375,376, 
378-380,385, 115,418, 132,436, 441,451. 

Infantry— Regiments: 11th, 46th, 276 ; 49th, 323, 324; 54th, 235, 236, 
281-284, 286, 287, 298, 642, 650; 61st, 221, 298; 62d, 221; 76th,'276; 

81st, 324; 87th, 806; 91st, 211,742; 95th, 299; 117th, 324; 118th, 41, 

42, 278,'279, 878, 879; 132d, 134th, 310, 318; 136th, 318; 138th, 310; 
139th, 318; 140th, 142d, 310,318. 

Impey, Joseph. Mentioned. 21 

Independence, Mo. 

Action at, Oet. 22,1861. Sec rrhe's Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 3,1864. 

Reports of 


Blnnt, James O. 
Hiowu, Egbert r>. 
Burbridge, John Q. 
Catherwood, Edwin C 
Clark, John B ,jr. 
Curtis, 8ainnel R. 
Deitzler, George W. 
Greene, Colton. 

68 E E—VOL 


Houalon, George M. 
Jenuisoo, Charles R. 
Jones, Benjamin S. 
McForran, J amea. 
McMahan, John F. 
McNeil, John. 
Mitchell, WiUiam B. 

, PT I 


Phelps, John E. 
Pleasonton, Alfred. 
Plumb, William. 
Sanborn, John B. 
Shelby, Joseph O. 
Smith, J. Nelson. 
Winslow, Edward F, 
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Independence, Mo.—Coiitiimed. 

Scout into La Fayetti* County from. See La Fayette County, Mo. Scout from 
Indejtendence into, Any. 7-^, 1804. 

Skirniislies near, Aug. 1,1864. Reports of 


Ford, James H. 

PJcasonton, Alfred. j[g 7 


Independence Road, Mo. Scout on. See GnnteFs Mills, Mo. Scout to, on 
IndependenceBoad, Aug, l—S, 1864, 

Indian Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Clierokee-/?e 5 r// 77 e/ 7 te: 1st, 33,785-787,790; 2 d, 241,785-787,790. 
Chickasaw— Regiments: 1 st, 32, 36. 

Choctaw—^affcf//o/ 7 S: 1 st, 31-34, 781. Regiments: 1 st, 32, 33 ; 2 d, 29,32,33. 
Creek—y?e 5 r//ne/ 7 fs: 1st, 33,785-787, 790; 2 d, 33, 35, 785-787, 790. 

Seminole— 5 afta//o/? 5 ; 1 st, 33,785-787,790. 

Indian Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

Infantry—/?e 5 r//ne/ 7 fs: 2 d Home Gruards, 24, 765, 766, 786; 3 d Home 
Guards, 766,768,770. 

Indiana Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery,Light— Batteries: 2 d, 24,34,221. 

CsbYQ]xy--Regiments: 1st, 221,754, 755,855; 7th, 332,335,344. 

Infantry—/?e 5 r//we/ 7 ts; 16th, 180,730-734, 747, 749, 927,928, 932, 933 ; 24th, 
995,996 ; 47th, 276; 52d, 323,325; 67th, 995,996; 89th, 896. 

Indians. See also Cherokee Xatioti. 

Indians, Sioux. See Sioux Indians. 

Indians. Skirmish with, near Smoky Hill Crossing, Kans. See Smoky Hill 
Crossing, Kans. Skirmish near, with Indians, Aug. 16, 1804. 

Indians in Colorado. 

Engagement with. See also Sand Creek, Colo. Ter. Engagement with In¬ 
dians on, Nov. 29,1804. 

Operations against. See Indians in Nebraska and Colorado. Operations 
against, Sept. 29-Nov, SO, 1864. 

Indians in Central Arizona. Expeditions against. 

Dec. 10-23,1864, with skirmisli (15tb) on Hassayanipa Ch’oek. Keports of 


Anderson, Allen L. 9^4 

Thompson, John. 9^7 

Dec. 26, 1864-Jan. 1, 1865, with skirmish (Jaii. 1 ) at Sycamore S])rings. 

Report of Samuel L. Barr. 1004 

Indians in District of Minnesota. Operations against, July 1-Oct. 1, 1864. 

Report of Henry II. Sibley. 37 

Indians in Nebraska Territory. OiJerations against. 

Aug. 11-Oct. 28, 1864, with skirmish (Sept. 20) near Fort Cottonwood, 
Reports of 

Flanagan, Thomas. 244 

Mitchell, Robert B. 243 

Dec. 1-31, 1864, with skirmish ( 8 th) near Pluiu Creek. Itinerary. 

Ro])ert R. Livingston. 939 

Indians in Nebraska and Colorado. Operations against, Sept. 29-Nov. 30, 

1864, Reports of 


Gillette, Lee P. 

Ivory, William W.... 
Livingston, Robert R 
Majors, Thomas J .... 

Porter, John R. 

Stevenson, Thomas B. 
Thompson, Charles,.. 


.. 844 

.. 841 

825,833 
838,839 
842 
. 843 

. 845 
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Indians in New Meadco. Expedition from Fort Wingate against, Nov. 23- 
Dec. 10,1864, with skirmish (Dec. 1 ) on Fed Fiver. Report of 
Ethaii W. Eaton. 

Indians near Port Belknap, Tex. Operations against. See Fort Belknap, 

Tex. Operations against Indians near, Oct 13-20,1864, etc. * 

Indian Village, La. Skirmish at, Aug. 6,1864.. 3 

rng,John. Mentioned.'. 12 

Insley, Merritt H. 

Mentioned . ------- ... 505,642 

Eeport of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 560 

Eowa Troops. Mentioned. 

Cavalry-flsfl'/'nenfe: 1st, 174,200,221,250,316,354,385,387,41.5,418,432,433 
744, 745, 760, 762,802, 819, 863, 865,899 ; 2 d, 1001; 33 , 328,330,332-335* 
344,514,549,1001; 4th, 328. 330-336,344, .390, 413,514,1001; 6th, 13.5, 142 
144, 146, 150, 151, 156-160, 162, 164, 172, 796 ; 7th, 135, 142, 146, 152, 154* 

167,160,162,189, 233,234, 243, 245, 246, 263, 264, 796, 825, 826, 981; 9th 
327,228,282, 283,385, 297,798, 977. 

Infantry—lat, 18; 14th, 318, 325, 326, 445-447, 450; 19th 18 
311; 34th, 988 ; 40th, 297,947. ’ ’ 

ronton. Mo. Skirmishes at. 

Sejt.26, 1864. See Arcadin Valle!), flhut-in Cra 2 i,and Tronlon, Mo. Shir- 
mxslies in, Sept. 26,1864. 

S 6 pt. 27, 1864. See Arcadia and fronton, Mo. Skirmishes at, Sejyt. 27,1864, 

rving, Jeff. Mentioned.'. 

aabella, Steamer. Mentioned.'..'”."*422 906 

sbell, Isaac H. Mentioned. 521’595 

Bland City, Steamer. Mentioned. ’147 

tinerazies. Sc© 

Arlansas. Operations in, Juhf 1-31,1864. 

Arlmsas* Operations in, Oct. 1-31,1864. 

Army Corps, 16th. Transfer of let and 3d Divisions of, from Missouri to Ten~ 
nessee, Nov. 1-80,1864. 

Aslileifs andJones^ Stations, Ark, Action at, near Derail's Bluff, Aug. 24,1864. 

Baton Bouge, La. Operations in the vicinity of, July 3-25,1864, etc. 

Bayou Sara, La. Expedition from Morganza to, Sept. 6-7,1864. 

Bayon Tensas, La, Skirmish near, Aug. 26, 1864, etc. 

Central Arkansas. Operations in, Nov. 1-30,1864. 

Central Arkansas. Operations in, Dec. 1-31,1864. 

Chilton, La. Expedition to, Aug. 23-29,1864, etc. 

Clinton, Oreenshurg, Osijka, and Camp Moore, La. Expedition from Baton 
Bouge to, Ocl. 5-0, 1864. 

Indians in Nebraska. Operations against, Dec. 1-31, 1864, <tc. J 
Little Bed Bircr, Ark. Expedition from Little Bock to, Aug. 6-16, m64, etc. 

Pria's Missouri Expedition, Aug. ^O-Dec. 2 , 1864. m 

Southeast Missouri and Northeastern Arkansas. Operations in, 18-Auq 
6, 1864, etc. m 

SoiitJuvest Missouri. Operations in, July 18-23,1864, etc. I 

Soiiilmest Missouri. Operations in. Jug. 1-28,1864, etc. B 

While Biver, Ark. Operations on the, July 19-25, 1864, etc. I 

ory, William W. ■ ^ ^ 

Mentioned...g 3 g^ ggg^ QgQ 

Report of operations against Indians in Nebraska and C^<^^Hsept 29- 
No v. 30,1864. \ * 


841 
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INDEX. 


Pago. 

Jackman, Judge. Mentioned. 894 

Jackman, Sidney D. 

Mentioned. 12,28,192,221,222,226, 280,287,288,431,437, 

439, 627, 632, 634-636,642,643,651,656-661, 667, 681,682,689,696,703, OOC 
Report of Price's Missouri Expedition, Ang. 29-Dec. 2,1861. 671 


Jackson, Captain. Mentioned.... 

Jackson, Andrew. Mentioned. 

Jackson, Bill. Mentioned. 

Jackson, Henry. Mentioned. 

Jackson, Lewis C. Mentioned. 

Jackson, William C. Mentioned. 

Jackson, Mo. ftkirinish at, 8opt. 24,1861. See 
Av(j. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. Beporfft of 


. 178,179 

. 973 

739,814,816,923 

. 20 

. 838 


... 955 

Price’s Missouri Kqu'difiou, 


Hiller, Hirsuu M. 


rri< o, Sterling. 


'r.K kc, Aditlph 


Jackson County, Mo. 

Operations oil the Texas Prairie in, Aug. 25-30,1864. Report of Haz(‘I F. 


Lazear. 293 

Scouts on the Little Blue River in, Sept. 2-10,1861. Report of Lsaac/F. 

Evens. 739 


Skirmish in, July 6,1864. See Liifle Blue, Jael'son CounUj, l/e. Skirmish 
rear ihe, Jnhj 6 , 1864. 

Jackson and Cass Counties, Mo. Scouts in, Aug. 25-29, 1861, with skir- 


iiiish (26th) near Pleasant Hill. Reports of 

Ford, James II. 289 

Tihbits, Henry J. 290 

Jacobs, Annie, Steamer. Mentioned. 261,860 

Jacobs, Edward A. Mentioned. 919 

Jadwin, A. Mentioned.-. 801 

James,-. Mentioned. 984 

Jaycox,-. Mentioned. 83,86 

J. D, Perry, Steamer. Attack on, Sept. 0,1861, at Clarendon, Ark. Report of 

Christopher C. Andrews. 752 

J, D. Swain, Steamer. Mentioned. 756 

Jeannie Roberts, Steamer. Mentioned. 463 

Jeffers, Thomas. Mentioned. 917 

Jeffers, William L. Mentioned. 131, 


453, 454,499,500,559, 028. 611, 679, 683, 685, 695, 698 


Jefferson,-. Mentjon<‘d. 798 

Jefferson, Captain. Mentioned. 028,029 

Jefferson City, Mo. 


Skirmish at, Oct. 7,1861. Price's Missouri pjpedHiou, Jug. 29-Dce. J, 
1864. Pejjorfs of 


Beveridge, John L. 
Clark, John 
Curtis, Samuel H. 
Davies, J. P. 
Eppstoin, Joseph a.. 
Fisk, Clinton B. 


Jackman, Sidney 1>. 
MePerran, 

McNeil, John. 
Mitchell, Wilhain B 
Phelps, John E. 
rhiln)«,Jolm P. 


Plmub, William. 
Price, vSt<‘rl mg. 
ItoHiasrans, William 8. 
Shelby, Josepli O. 
Tlioinpson, M. J elf. 


See also itinerary of P*ro(vn, p. 357. 

Skirmisli near, 0<*t. 8,1864. Sioo Price’s Missouid Expedition^ Ang. 29-Dev. 
2j 1864. Reports of 

Beveridge, John L. Fisk, Clinton B. Uow^crans, William S. 

Boutell, Lewis II. Phelps, John E. Sanborn, Jolni B. 

Eppstein, Joaeph A, Price, bterling. Shelby, Joseph 0. 
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Page. 

Jenkins, Edwin W. Mentioned. 755 

Jenkins, E. T. Mentioned. 79 

Jenkins, Jerome B. Mentioned. 277 

Jenkins, Robert. Mentioned. 23 

Jennings, Samuel Ii. Mentioned. 775 

Jennison, Charles R. 

Correspondence with' 

Hoyt, George H. 588 

Pond, James B. 59 O 

Mentioned. 59,475-477,479-483,486- 

491,507,508,519,524-52G, 529,533,53G-538, 544, 553, 565,566,568,572,573, 
575,577, 578,580-589,591,593,596-599, 608, 609, 616, 619,621, 633, 646,765 
Keports of 

Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25,1864, with actions 
at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16tb), and at Cabin Creek and 
Pryor’s Creek (19th). 772 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Ang. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 581 

Jernigan, Lawson D. Mentioned. 798 

Johns, Captain. Mentioned. 61 

Johnson, Alexander S. Mentioned. 483,489,537,593 

Johnson, Benjamin S. 

Mentioned. 684,689,690 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Ang. 29-Dee. 2,1864. 693 

Johnson, Calaway. Mentioned. 195 

Johnson, Curtis. 

Mentioned. 477,489,543,582,586 

Kei)orts of operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter., Sept. 11-25,1864, 
with actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin 

Creek and Pryor’s Creek (19tb). 774,775 

Johnson, James M. Mentioned.1. 911 

Johnson, J. H. Meiitiuuod. 36 

Johnson, Rector. Mentioned. 194,652,666-668,670,672 

Johnson, Thomas W. 

Mentioned. 451 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1861 . 453 

Johnson, William. Mentioned. 84,36 

Johnson Cormty, Mo. 

Operations in. 

July 20-31, 1864. See La Fayette and Johnson Counties^ Mo, Opera- 
f Hons in. 

Aug. 11-19, 1864, wiili skirmish (12th) near Holden. Report of Mel¬ 
ville U. Foster. 242 

Sept. 1'9, 1864, and skirmish (1st) near Lone Jack. 

Cominumeation from William P. Baker. 735 

Re])orts of 

P\>Hter, Melville U. 736 

Pleasontou, Allred. j . 735 

Scout in, July 26-31, 1861. Rei>ort of William B. Ballew. 175 

Johnston, Albert V.B. Mentioned. 309,417,440,442,443,762 

Johnston, R. D. Mentioned...-. 58 

Jones, Captain. Mentioned. 61 

Jones, Mrs. Mentioned.*.. 283 

Jones, Archibald M. Mentioned. 688,689 
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INDEX. 


Page. 

Jones, Benjamin S. 

Mentioned. 331,332 

Eeport of Price's Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. 334 

Jones, Calvin. Mentioned. 856 

Jones, C. (3r. Mentioned. 662 

Jones, J. Mentioned. 885,886 

Jones, John. Mentioned. 38,142,165,170 

Jones, Simon. Mentioned. 198,199 

Jones' Station, Ark. Action at. See AshJey^s and Jonea* Siatiouit, Ark, 

Action at, near VekHiWs Bluff, Aug, 24, 18G4. 

Jordan, Frank H. Mentioned. 211 

Jordan, William H. Mentioned. 927,932,933 

Josling, Benjamin P. Mentioned. 561 

Journal,-. Mentioned. 182 

Joyner, Mrs. Mentioned. 756 

Judge-Advocate-Oeneral s OfBce, U. S. A. Correspondence with War 

' Department, U, S. 963 

Judson, William R. Mentioned.24, 34 

Julia, Steamer. Mentioned. 903 

Julian, Stephen H. Mentioned. 462,463 

Jump, John W. Mentioned. 689 

Jumper, John. Mentioned. 785,787,790-792 

Kaiser, John B. 

Mentioned. 382,384 

Report of operations in the vicinity of Wa/nesville, Mo., Dec. 1-3, 1864, 

with skirmish (2d) on the Big Piuey. 974 

Kale, John. Mentioned. 230 

Kansas, Department of. (Union.) 

Orders, Circular, series 1864: Oct. 9,469. 

Orders, General, series 1864: No. 53, 468j No. 54,470; No. 55, 471; 

No. 56, 474; No. 57, 504. 


Orders, General Field, series 1864—Ci/rt/s: Oct. 23,492; Oct. 26, 622; 


Nov. 8, 517. Bfunt: No 2, 619; No. 6, 579. 

Kansas, Governor of. 

Correspondence with Samuel R. Curtis.^. 468 

Proclamation of.. 468 

Kansas. Militia of, called out, and martial law de<‘l{ircd in. 470 

Kansas State Militia. 

Orders, General, series 1864—Z?e/Yz/er: Oct. 9, 469. 

Kansas Troops. Mentioned. 


Artillery, Liglit—: 2d, 482,572,596,597,619 ; 3d, 24; Zeach's Mi¬ 
litia, 532. 


Cavalry— Companies: Wilson’s Scouts, 596,599. Regiments: 2d, 496,498- 
500,558-560,604,605,767,769-773,776,785 ; 5th, 69, 221, 572, 591,592^594 
619,754,755,855.1003 ; 6th, 13,23-26, 29, 31, 767, 769, 773; 7th, 310, 
371,372,388, 983, 1001; 9th, 14,24, 862-863, 976, 991; 11th, 189,233-235, 
245,265,266,4G5,472,476,477,482,"483,489, 524, 537, 543, 572, 574,575,591- 
594,607,619; 14th, 572,579,581,591,596,599,767,769,773; 15th, 465^ 476, 
477,483,483,487-490,608,509,524-526,528,537, 644, 666,667, 572, 577,581- 
583,586,589,596,598,609,616,619,620,774-776; 16th, 465,476,477,480,482, 
483,487,488,509,534-526,528,537,544,572-675, 589, 591. 592, 596, 598, 607- 
610,612,616,619. 
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Page. 


Kansas Troops. Mentioned—Continued. 

Infantry—; Bourbon County Militia, 482,596-599. ftegiments : 
1st, 619; Xst {Colored), in, m] 1st Militia, 543, 614; 2d Militia, 611; 
3d Militia, 614; 4th MiUtia, 481,482,584,597,600,607,614 ; 5th MiUtia, 
482,487, 572, 576,578,596, 598, 615,617-619,621; 6th Militia, 482, 487, 572, 
576,578,597-599,615,617,619-021; 7th Militia, 532; 9th Militia, 532,533; 
10th MiUtia, 482, 487, 572, 576,578,597, 615-619, 621; 11th MiUtia, 579, 
594; 12th MiUtia, 480, 488, 489, 536, 571, 579, 581,594, 607-609, 611, 615; 
13th MiUtia, 483, 537, 593, 614,779; 14th Militia, 189, 266, 614; 15th 
MiUtia, 189; 17th MUitia, 465,815; 18th MiUtia, 571; 19th Militia, 480, 
482,487,490,576, 579,581, 597-599,607,615; 20th MiUtia, 537,014; 21st 


MiUtia, 483, 566, 567,614, 616. 

Karberg, Peter. Mentioned. 296 

Karge, Joseph. Mentioned. 327,328 

Kate Hart, Steamer. Mentioned. 284,298, 989 

Kauffman, Albert B. 

Mentioned. 226 

lieport of expedition from Devull’s Bliitf toward CLirendoii, Ark., Oet. 

16-17, 1864. 889 

Keesecker, Charles. Mentioned. 884 

Kehoe, Miles. Eeport of skirmish at Benton, Ark., Aug. 18, 1864. 265 

Keimead,-. Mentioned. 551 

Kellar, Isaac W. Mentioned. 410 

Kellermann, P. Repoi't of attaek on AVebster, 'Washington County, Mo., 

July 19, 1864. 87 

Kelley, Samuel J. Mentioned. 838 

Kelley, Samuel R. 

Mentioned. 924 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 457 

Kelling, Henry. Mentioned. 44 

Kellman, G-eorge D. O. Mentioned. 326 

Kelly, Captain. Mentioned. 920 

Kelly, George W. 

Mentioned. 200,254,256,350,353,354,799 

Reports of 

}j{i Fayette, Saline, and Howard Counties, Mo. Operations in, Aug. 

13-22, 1861, with skirmLshes. 257 

Pisgah, Mo. Skirmish near, Sept. 10,18t)4. 761 

Prieo’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1861 . 363 

Kelly, John H. Report of expedition from Morganza to and beyond Morgan s 

Ferry, Da., Dec. 13-14, 1864 . 988 

Kelso, John R. Mentioned. 196,198,738 

Kelton, John C. Mentioned. 962 

Kempinsky, Abraham. Mcjitioued. 130 

Kendall, William H. Mentioned. 775 

Kendal’s Giist-Mill, Ark. Affair at, Sept. 3,1864. See Wldte Pdver, Ark, 
JUxpedition from Helena up, Aug, 29-i^ept. 3, 1864, ete, 

Kennedy, Captain. Mentioned. 530 

Kennedy, Judson J. 

Mentioned. 950 

Report of engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. Ter., Nov. 29, 

1864 . 954 

Kenney, Patrick S. Mentioned. 353 

Kent’s Landing, Ark. Expedition from Helena to, Aug, 11-13,1864. Report 

of Eli Ramsey. 241 
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Kenyon, Allan C. Montioned. 2ol 

Kerber, Charles. Eex)Oi*t of scout on tlio Foil Uiii<»n lotid, n(‘ar Foil (dirland, 

Colo. Ter., Auj>\ 12-10, 1801 ..‘. 218 

Kerr, George W. Meurionod. 085,080, 091 

Kerr, John T. Mentioned. 301, TOO, 701 

Kessinger, William. Eei)ort of sLirinisli near Leviiii^tou, Mo., Sept. 18,1801. 812 

Ketner, Janies. MentioiuMl. 508,509,510, 520, 528, 511,553, 558, 578, 010-012 

Keytesville, Mo. 

Expedition fi'om Brookludd to. See Brunswialj Keyienvillv, and Snlf'yhury, 

Mo. Expedition fnm Hroolfield io^ Nov. 16-23, IShi. 

Skirmish near, July 30,1801. See Chariton County, Mo. l^vout in, July 
37-30, ishi, i h\ 

Surrender of, Sept. 20, 1861. See PricCe Missouri Expedition, ^iiiy. J9-D(c. 

3,1SG4. Ttiporlsof Fihk, j). 415; Hynes, p. 424. See aIho MohvrJy 
to Fisl', j). 426; Oiven to Fhic, p. 428; slaUment of Fleyir, p. 428. 


Killed and Wounded. See Confi derate Troojys uml (liion Troops. Casual fits. 
Feiurns of 

KiUetren, Dr. Mentioned. 975 

Kimball, Captain. Mentioned. 400 

King,-. Mentioned... 384 

King, Captain. (Lonisiana.) Mentioned. 891,926,927 

King, Captain. (Missonii.) Mentioned. 671 

King, Austin A., jr. • 

Correspondence ^vitll Clinton B. Fisk. 760 

Mentioned. 416,417,423,410,59 

Report of skirmish near Roanoke, Mo., Sept. 10,1861. 760 

King, George R. Mentioned. 269,398 

King, John, Mentioned. 196 

Bling, John. (Guerrilla.) Mentioned. 992 

King, John N. Mentioned. 816 

King, Patrick B. Mentioned. 729 

Kingsbury, Ezra W. 

Mentioned. 490, 195, 521,533,531,515,580, 611 

Reports of ♦ 

GunteFs Mills, Mo. Scout to, on ludepeudenee Road, An^. 1-3,1861.. 188 

La Fayette, Saline, and Howard (Wnties, Mo. ()])er:dic)ns in, A-u^:*. 

13-22,1864, with skirmishes. 258 

Kinney, Thomas J. Mentioned. 321,904 

Kinsey, William B. M(*utioned. 805 

Kirby, William A. Mentioned. 457 

Kirkham, Oscar. Mentioned. 437 

Kitchen, Solomon G. IVhmtioiicd. 431,453,627,631,611,696 

Battredge, William T. 

Mentioned. 393 

R<^port of Pricers Missouri Expedition, Auft-. 29-De(‘. 2,1861 . 397 

Knapp, Ebenezer. 

Mentioned. 970 

Report of operations in Randoljdi Comity, Mo., July 23-21, 1861, with 

skirmishes at Allen (23d;, and at Ihinisvillo (24110. 

Knapp, John. Mentioned.-. 

Knight, John P. Mentioned. ^ 9 ^ 

Knispel, Charles P. Mentioned. .328,333 

Knock Knee. (Indian.) Mentioned.. 912 918 950 

Knowles, Daniel C. Mentioned. ^ 590 
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f»age. 

Kock, P. Mentioned. 920 

Koenig, Henry. Mentioned. 366 

Koontze, Dewitt C. Mentioned. 10 

Kretzinger, William O. Mentioned. 20 

Kuhn, William B. Mentioned. 276 

Kutzner, Bdward A. 

Mentioned. 761 

Eeports of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. 442,443 

Kyler, Orrison J. Mentioned. 754,755 

Labadieville, La. Adair at, Sept, 8, 1864. See Oruud Lithe, Orand River, 
etc. RxpedUions to, R€j)f. 7-11,1SG4, etc. 

Lacey, John P. For correspondence as A. A. D., see Frederiih Steele. 

La Payette County, Mo. 

Opera I ions in, Aug. 22-30, 1861. Eeport of Melrille U. Foster . 271 

Sci>ut from Independence into, Aug. 7-8, 1864. Report of Thomas Moses, 

jv. 232 

Scout in, Sept. 20-25, 1861, Avitli skiriiiisli (23d) on the Arrow Rock Road. 

Report of Thomas T, Crittenden. 813 

La Payette and Johnson Counties, Mo. Operations in, July 20-31, 1864, 

with skirmishes. Repoi*t of Frank Barkley. 88 

La Payette, Saline, and Howard Counties/ Mo. Operations in, Aug. 13- 
22, 1864, with skirmishes. Reports of 

Kelly, George W. 257 

Kingshury, Ezra W. 258 

Lazear, Bazel F. 256 

Pleasouton, Alfred. 254,255 

Laiboldt, Bernard. Mentioned. 316 

Laing, John M. Mentioned. 477,483, 484, 566,567,583,616 

Lake Pausse Pointe, La. 

Exi>edition to. Hce Grmd Lale, Grand River, etc. Expeditions to, Sept. 7- 
11,1864, etc. 

Skirmish at, Nov. 18, 1864. See Bayou Portage, La. Expedition from 
Brashear City to, Nov. 17-19, 1864, etc. 

Lake Natchez, La. 

Expedition from PainconrtYille to, Ang. 15-21, 1861, with skirmish on 
Grand River. 

Comimniication from Thomas W. Sherman. 260 

Re])ort of Hashronck Davis. 260 

Expedition to. See Grand Lulce, Grand River, etc. Expeditions to, Sept. 7- 
11, 1864, etc. 

Lake Springs, Mo. Skirmish near, Oct. 1, 1864 . 303 

Lamb’s Plant^ation, Ark. Skirmish at, near Helena, Aug. 1, 1864. See East¬ 
ern Arkansas. Operations in, Ang. 1-5, 1864, etc. 

Lambert, Ernest. Mentioned. 931,932 

Lambert, John. Mentioned. 86 

Land, John. Mentioned. 65 

Lane, James H. 

Mentioned.-. 471, 

473,475,478, 484,491, 495,496,501-503, 520, 525,626,528,548,579,633,646 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug, 29-Dec. 2, 1864. 567 

Lane, Walter P. Mentioned. 754,857,858 

LEmghorne, Maurice M. Mentioned. 288,660-662 

Langston, William W. Mentioned. 977 

Lankford, Elias. Mentioned.*. 409 
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INliKX. 


Page^ 

Lamed; Port. See Fort Lamed, 

Larsh, Napoleon B. Mentioned. 840 

Latimer; Mulford M. Mentioned. 1^22,227 

Lauderdale; Major. Mentioned. 917 

Laurant, Clement G. 

Mentioned. 873,374 

Eeport of scout in Texas County, Mo., Sept. 14-21, 1864, with skirmish 

(18tli) at Thoinasville. 800 

Lawler, Michael K. 

Mentioned. 805,807, 935,93G 

Reports of 

Bayou Sara, La. Expedition fiom Morganza to, Oct. 3-0, 1804, and 

skirmishes. 879 

Morgan’s Ferry, La. Skirmish at, Aug. 25, 1864, and on the At(‘hafa- 

laya River. 289 

Morganza, La, 

Operations in the vicinity of, Sept. lG-25, 1864, with skirmishes at 
Williamsport (16th), at the Atchafalaya River (17th), and at 

Bayou Alabama and Moi*gan’s Ferry (20th). 803,804 

Scouts from, Aug. 10-12,,1864, with skirmishes. 23G 

Skiimish near, on the Morgan’s Ferry Road, July 28, 1804. 179 

Lawrence, R. J. Mentioned. 229 

Lawther, Robert R. 

Mentioned. 437,634,641,679,682 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dee. 2,1864. 698 

Laynesport, Ark. Price’s command reaches, Dec. 2,1864 . 304 

Lazear, BazelF. 

Mentioned. 524-266,350-353 

Reiiorts of 

Jackson County, Mo. Operations on the Texas Prairie in, Aug. 25-30, 

1864 . 293 

La Fayette, Saline, and Howard Counties, Mo. Operations in, Aug. 

13-22,1864, with skirmishes. 256 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864. 360 

Saline County, Mo. Scout in, Aug. 6-9,1864, with skirmishes (7th) at 

Aitow Rock. 219 

Warrensburg, Mo, Atfair near, on tlie Warrensburg road, S(‘pt. 9, 

1864 . 753 

Lea, Thomas H. Mentioned. 662,670 

Leabo, Daniel. Men ioned. 60 

Leamice, B. P. Mentioned. 990 

Learning, Rush G. Mentioned. 338,3^42 

Learnard, Oscar B. Mentioned. 525 

For correspondence as Chief of Staif, see Geortje )V, Delizlev, 


Leasburg, or Harrison, Mo. Skirmishes at. Sept. 29-Oct. 1,18()4. See Price ’h 
M issouri Expedition, Aug, 29-l)ec,1804, Feporis of 

Burhridge, John Q. Greene, Colton. UosocrauH, William S 

Campbell, William J. Montgomery, AVilliam C. F, Shelby, Joseph O. 

Ewing, Thomas, jr. 

Lebanon, Mo. Skirmish near, Nov. 1,1864. Report of D. A. W. Morehouse. 896 

Ledergerber, Predeiick T. Mentioned. 310 

Ledger, Henry P. Mentioned. 767,769,774,775 

Ledgewood, James. Mentioned. 776 
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Ledwick, Thomas. Eeport of expedition from Morganza to the Atchafalaya 


River, La., Dec. 16-19,1861. 996 

Lee,-. Mentioned. 294 

Lee, Captain. Mentioned. 893 

Lee, Albert L. 

Correspondence with John W. Davidson. 883 

Itinerary. Expedition to Clinton, La., Aug. 23-29,1864, with skirmishes 

(25th) at Olive Branch and the Comite River. 276 

Mentioned. 87,274-276,279, 880 

Reports of expedition from Baton Rouge to Clinton, Greensburg, Osyka, 

and Camp Moore, La., Oct. 5-9,1864.*. 881 

Lee, James P. Mentioned. 459 

Lee, Robert E. Mentioned. 30 

Lee, Stephen D. 

Correspondence with 

Bragg, Braxton. 90 

Gober, Daniel. 89,117 

Liddell, St. John R. 90 

Polignac, Camille J. 90 

Sco t, John S. 89 

Smith, E. Kirby. 89-91 

Taylor, Richard. 90 

Walker, John G. 89,90 

Mentioned. 89, 93,99,101,102,104,116 

Lee, William P, Mentioned. 459 

Leeds, P. B. Mentioned. 701 

Leeper, William T. Mentioned. 452,652 

Left-Hand. (Indian.) Mentioned. 912,949,966 

Le Geef,-. Mentioned. 892 

Leiter, John B. Mentioned. 736 

Lembke, James P. Mentioned. 13,16-19,22,23 

Lemons, Captain. Mentioned. 678 

Lennox, Thomas. Mentioned.^. 734 

Lent, WiUiam H. Mentioned. 867,868,870,871,873,875 

Leonard, Ezra. 

Mentioned. 199,746 

Report of cxi^editions to Grand Lake, Grand River, Lake Fausse Pointe, 

Bayou Pigeon, and Lake Natchez, La., Sept. 7-11. 1864, with 

affair (8th) at Labadieville. 750,751 

Leonard, Reeves. 

Mentioned. 10,263, 300,383,416,417,482,440,740,745 

Reports of skirmishes near Fayette, Mo. 

July 1,1864 . 10 

Aug. 3,1864. 200 

Levy, William M. 

Correspondence with State Department, C. S. 120 

Mentioned. 92,96,104,106 

Lewis, Charles J. Mentioned. 670 

Lewis, Hiram J. Mentioned. 892 

Lewis, John W. Report of expedition from Pine Bluff toward Monticello,* 

Ark., Sept. 9-11,1864, with skirmishes near Monticello (10th) and 

at Brewer’s Lane (11th). 756 

Lewisburg, Ark. 


Expedition to Fort Smith from. See Fort Smitfi, Ark. Expedition from Leio- 
ishnrg tOj Nov. 1864^ etc. 
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Pago. 

Lewisburg, Ark.—Continued. 

Operations in tlie vicinity of, Sept. 6-8,1864, with skirmishes at Norristown 
( 6 th) and near Glass Village ( 8 th). Eejiorts of Abraham II. 


Ryan . 743,714 

Scout to Norristown and Russellville from. See2^or?'istoiv}i and JftussellriUe, 

Jrl'. Scout from Lewishurg to, Sept. 9-12, 1SG4, etc. 

Skirmish at, Dec. 6,1861. 

Skirmish near, Dec. 5,1864. 9 

Le:sington, Mo. 


Action at, Oct. 19, 1861. See Priced Misi^ouri ’Expedition, Aug. 229-Dec. 
1864. PeporU of 


Bereridge, Joliii L 
Blunt, James G. 
Chariot, Cliapman S. 
Curtis, Samuel R. 
Eppstein, Joseph A. 
Ford, James H. 


Jenuison, Charles II. 

Lane, James H. 

McKenny, Thomas 1. 
McNeil, John. 

Montgomery, ITilliaiu C. F. 
Moonlight, Thomas. 


riudps, Jolm K. 

Price, Sterling. 
Kos,eei*an8, William S. 
Sanborn, John B. 
Shelby, Joseph 0. 
Thompson, M. Jetl‘. 


Skirmishes near. 

Sept. 18,1864. Reports of 

Brown, Egbert B. 

Kessinger, William. 

Oct. 17, 1864, See Price's Alissouri Expedition, Aug. 29-DeQ. 22, 1864. 
Beports of 


Curtis, Samuel R. Montgomery, William C. F. Shelby, Joseph 0. 

Lane, James H. Rosecrans, William S. 


812 

812 


Liberty, Mo. Skirmish near, July 23,1864. Bee treslerfi ^P^ssouri. Operations 
in, July 6-80,1864. Peport of E'o’rd, p. 54. 

Licking, Texas County, Mo. 

Expedition from Rolla to, Nov. 5~9,1864, with skirmish (0th) near Licking. 

Report of Ephraim L. Wehh. 907 

Skirmish near, Nov. 9, 1864. See LicJdng, Texas County, Mo. Expedition 
from Rolla to, Koi\ 5-9,1864, etc. 

Liddell, Bayou. See Bayou Liddell. 

LiddeU, St. John R. 

Correspondence with 

Hart, Simeon. 99 

Lee, Stephen D. 90 

Manrj^, Dabney H. 99 

Mentioned. 103-105,114 

Lightfoot, Captain. Mentioned. 12 

Lincoln, Abraham. Mentioned. 116 , 149 , 15 1 

Lincoln, Port. See Fort Lincoln. 

Lindley, Mo. Affair at, in Grundy County, July 15, 1861. Rei>ort ol‘ Reziu 

A, De Bolt. 71 

Lindsay, James. Mentioned. 452 

Lindsay, John. Mentioned. 394 

Lindsay, Robert L. Mentioned. 4 51 ,452 

Lineback, William T. Mentioned. 79 

Linuell, Marshall H. Mentioned. 955 

Litherland, Eben C. Mentioned.... 284 

Little, Joseph H. Mentioned. 353 

Little Black River, Mo. • Skirmish on. See PoudeEs Mill, little Black River, 

Mo. Skirmish at, Sept. $0,1804. 
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Little Blue, Mo. 

Action at the, Oct. 21,1864. See Frieda Missouri Expedition, Aug* ^0-Dec* 

2, 1864. Reports of 

Blunt, James G. Hunt, Hobert H. Montgomery, William C. F. 

Cliarlot, Chapman S. Jackman, Sidney D. Moonlight, Thomas. 

Clark, John B., jr. Jennison, Charles E. Pleasonton, Alfred. 

Curtis, Samuel E. Lane, J ames H. Price, Sterling. 

Davies, J. P. Lawther, Eobert E. Eosecrans, William S. 

. Ford, James H. McKenny, Thomas I. Shelby, Joseph O. 

Greene, Colton. Meeker, Edward I. Thompson, M. Jetf. 

Scouts on. See Jaclcson County, Mo. JScouts in, Sept. 3-10, 1864, etc. 

Little Blue, Jackson County, Western Missouri. Skirmish near the, July 
6 , 1864. See JVesUrn Missouri. Operations in, July 6-SO, 1864. 
Reports of Brown, p. 49; Ford, p. 52. 

Little Missouri River. Action on the, Aug. 8-9, 1864. See Sioux Indians in 
Dakota Territory. Expedition against, July 35-Oct. 8, 1864, All 
reports pertaining thereto. 

Little Mountain. (Indian.) Mentioned. 942 

Little Osage River, or Mine Creek, Kans. Engagement on, Oct. 25, 1864. 

See Frice^s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 39-Dec. 3, 1861. Reports of 

Bentoen, Frederick W. Gravely, Joseph J. Mitchell, William B. 

Beveridge, John L. Greene, Colton. Montgomery, William C- F. 

Blair, Charles W. Hopkins, Henry. Phelps, John E. 

Blunt, James G. Hunt, Eohert H. Philips, John F. 

Burbridge, John Q. Jackman, Sidney D. Pierce, Abial E. 

Oatherwood, Edwin C. Jones, Benjamin S. Pleasonton, Alfred. 

Clark, John B., jr. Kelly, George W. Plumb, William. 

Cloud, William F. Lane, J ames H. Price, Sterling. 

Curtis, Samuel E. Lazear, Bazol F. Eosecrans, William S. 

Curtis, Samuel S. Lawther, Eobert E. Sanborn, John B. 

Davies, J. F. MoKeuny,Thomas!. Shelby, Joseph 0. 

Fishback, William H.M. MoMalian, John F. Weed, Theodore J. 

Little Raven. (Indian.) Mentioned. 912,948,949,951,952 

Little Red River, Ark. Expedition from Little Rock to, Aug. 6-16,1864, with 
skirmishes at Hickory Plains and Bull Bayou (7th), at Hatch’s 
Perry (9th), near Augusta (10th), and near Searcy (13th). 

Communication from Eugene A. Carr. 225 

Itinerary. Washington F. Geiger. 229 


Reports of 

Dwight, James P. 224 

Shelby, Joseph O. 229 

Stc(dc, Frederick. 221 

West, Joseph R. 221-223 


Little River, New Madrid County, Mo. Skirmish on, Dec. 18,1864. Report 

of John B. Rogers. 997 

Little Rock, Ark. 

Expedition to Fort Smith from. Soo Fort j87}iifh, Ark. Expedition from 
Little Rook to. Sept. 35-Oct. 13, 1864, etc. 

Exx>edition to Little Red River from. See Little Red River, Ark. Expedi¬ 
tion from Little Rock to, Aug. 6-16, 1864, etc. 

Scouts to Benton from. Soo Benton, Ark. Scout from Little Rock to, Sept. 

6-7,1864. See also Benton, Ark. Scout from Little Rock to. Noi\ 

37-30, 1864. 

Scout to Searcy, Fairview, and Augusta, from. See Searcy, Fairview, and 
Augusta, Ark. Expeditions from Little Rook and DevalVs Bluff to, 

Aug. 37’-Sept. 6,1864. 
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Little Rock, Ark.—Continued. 

Skirmishes near. 

July 10,1864. See Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31, 1864. Report of 
Steele, p. 11. 

July 19,1864, ou the Benton road. Report of Thomas G. Black. 87 

Sept. 2,1864, at the Tannery. Report of Thomas J. Mitchell. 736 

Livingston, Captain. Mentioned. 738 

Livingston, Robert R. 

Correspondence with William Reynolds. ?^37 

Itinerary of ox>eration 8 against Indians in Nebraska, Doc. 1-31,1864, with 

skirmish ( 8 th) near Plum Creek. 980 

Mentioned. 244,246,838 

Reports of operations against Indians in Nebraska and Colorado, Sept. 29- 

Nov. 30,1864 . «25,833 

Livingston, Thomas R. Mentioned. 67 

Logan, John L. Mentioned.... ... 737,853,859,860,864,898-900 

Logan, Thomas. 

Itinerary. Operations in the vicinity of Baton Rouge, La., July 3-25,1861, 

with skirmish near Benton’s Ferry, on the Amite River (25th).. 41 

Mentioned. 278,761 

Report of expeditions to the Amite River, New River, and Bayou Manchac, 

La., Oct. 2-8,1864. 878 

Lone Jack, Mo. Skirmish near, Sept. 1,1864. See Johnson County, Mo. Oper¬ 
ations in. Sept. 1-9,1864, etc. 

Lonergan, Patrick F. Mentioned. 452 

Longwood, Mo. 

Skirmish at, Sept. 13,1864. Report of Egbert B. Brown. 799 

Skirmish near. Sept. 22,1864. Report of Egbert B, Brown. 816 

Looscan, hlichael. Mentioned. 32,790,791 

Lorring, Joshua. Mentioned. 355 

Losses in Action. See Confederate Troops and Union Troops. Casualties. Re¬ 
turns of. 

Louderback, David H. 

Mentioned. 068, 072 

Statement of, relating to the conduct of troops under command of John IVL 
Chivington, at engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. 

Ter., Nov. 29,1864 . 972 

Louisiana Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Artillery, Light— 5 uffer/e 5 : Benton’s, 100; Boone’s, 100,181,182; Saint 
Mary’s Cannoneers, 100. 

Cavalry— Regiments: 4th, 182. 

Infantry—/?eflr/me/?fs; Ist, 4th, 749; 18th, 748; 26th, 28th, 928; Crescent, 

100 . 

Louisiana Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

CsLvnlTy—Regiments: 1st, 277,289,806; 2d, 277. 

Infantry— Regiments: 1 st, 214. 

Loveall,-. Mentioned. 0(59 

Lowe, Sandy. Mentioned. 483, 519,566,567,616 

Lowry, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 203 

Lowry, Mrs. Mentioned. 293 

Lucas, Bbenezer W, Mentioned. 775 

Lucas, George W. Mentioned.. 1 . £2 

Luckett, Philip N. Mentioned. 701,702,705,710,714, 718,720,721,726 

Ludwig, Charles D. Report of scout from Fulton, Mo., July 25-26,1861 _ 130 

Luke, Battice. Mentioned. 929-931 
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Luke, Raymond. Mentioned. 928.929^931,982 

Lusby, Robert. Mentioned. 211 

Lusk, William H. Mentioned. $32,333 

Lusta, M. Mentioned. 173 

Lyles, Oliver P. Mentioned. 627,641 

Lyon, Port. See Fort Lyon, 

McAdoo, Poster J. Mentioned. 227,228 

McAffee, Josiah B. Mentioned . 471 

McAnnelly, L. H. Mentioned. 936 

McArthur, John. 

Itinerary. Transfer of let and 3d DivisioiiH, 16tli Army Corps, from Mis¬ 
souri to Tennessee, Nov. 1-30,1864 . 903 

Mentioned. 903 

McCabe, Prancis. 

Mentioned. 201 

Reports of 

Fort Sumner, N. Mex. Scouts from, Aug. 3-Nov. 4,1864, with skirmish 

(Aug. 26) at Sacramento Mountains. 202,205 

Sacramento Mountains, N. Mex. Scout in, Oct. 13-21,1864. 886 

McCahey,-. Mentioned. 855 

McCain, William D. Mentioned. 481,482,519,597 

McCaleb, Jesse. Mentioned. 694 

McCannon, John. Mentioned. 956,958 

McCartney, Joseph S. 

Mentioned. 976 

Report of operations in Central Arkansas, Nov. 1-30, 1864 . 900 

McClanahan, Perry D, Mentioned. 751,752,924,925 

MoCleave, William. Mentibned. 46,125,940-942 

McCloskey, James. Mentioned.92,96 

McClure, T. J. Mentioned. 670 

McComas, Captain. Mentioned. 274 

McComas, S. C. Mentioned. 302 

McCormick, James R. Mentioned. 452 

McCoy, A. C. Mentioned. 288,635,651,655,657,662 

McCoy, James A. Mentioned. 200 

McCray, Thomas H. Mentioned .. 27,28,75,191,192,221-224, 226,227,288,301,624, 
627,636,639-641,643,647,648,650,651,703, 906,916,919, 921, 935,977,990 

McCullough, B. P. Mentioned. 62 

McCullough, G-eorge W. Mentioned. 62 

Me Curtaiu, Jackson. Mentioned. 31-34,780,781 

McDaniel, Washington. Mentioned. 28,288,650,655,662,663,671,935 

McDermott, John. Mentioned. 316,354 

McDonald, Prancis A. Mentioned. 838 

McDonald, Orlando G. Mentioned. 61 

McDougal, John. Mentioned. 776 

McDowell [?],-. Mentioned. 983 

McDo’wjell, W. S. Mentioned. 478 

MePaden^ James W. Mentioned. 433,441 

MoParland, Robert. Mentioned. 958 

MePeely, Aaron. Reports of exi)6dition to Natchez Bayou, La., Aug, 30- 

Sept. 2,1864, with skirmish (Sexit. 1) near Gentilly’s Plantation. 730,732 
MePerran, James. 

Mentioned. 51,55,337,354-356,362 

Report of Pricers Missouri Expedition, Ang. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 358 
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Page. 

McG-ee, George A. Moniioned. 400 

McGhee, James. Montioiu'd. 580^ 011 

McGhee, William. Mentioned. 080 

McGill, Colonel. Mentioned. 71 

McGinnis, Addison R. Men tioiied..*. 801,810 

McGuire, John W. Mentioned. (588, 080 

McGuire, Philip. MentioncMl. 708 

McGuire, Samuel W. Mentioned. 202 

Mcllhaney, James. Menlioned. 070 

Mcllwrath, William. Mentioned. 72 

McIntosh, D. R. Mentioned. 783 

McKelvey, P. Beekman. Mentioned. 02,06 

McKenny, Thomas I. 

Mentioned. 372,178,170, 482, 480, 101, 103-100, 

498, 501-503,505-507,509,510, 520,525, 526,528, 535,550, 570,587, 001,006 

Report of Price’s Missouri Exx)edition, Ang. 29-Dec. 2,1861. 536 

Mackey, T. J. 

Mentioned. 702,700, 708, 710, 714, 716 

Testimony of. Price Court of Iu<piiry. 702-707,700-718 

McKinley, Mrs. Mentioned. 857 

McB^inney, J. Mentioned. 501 

McBonsey, James. Mentioned. 230 

Mackle, Joseph. Mentioned. 521,588,500 

Macklind, Thomas H. Mentioned. 316 

McKown, Isaac. Mentioned. 251 

McLain, WilUam D. Mentioned. 489,508,520,521,578,586,611 

McLaren, Robert R. 

Mentioned. 38,112,113,166 

Report of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota 'ferritory, duly 25- 

Oet. 8, 1864. 172 

McLarty, Samuel. Mentioned. 170 

Maclay, Robert P. Mentioned. 112 

Maclean, Lauchlan A. Mentioned. 309,612,712,713 


McLeod 8c Co. Mentioned. 

McMahan, John F. 

Mentioned. 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Ang. 29-D(‘c. 2, 18(>L 

McMillan, William F. Mentioned. 

McMillen, William L. Mentioned. 

McMurter [?], -. Mentioned. 


985 


387,405, lU 

. 407 

. 590 

. 903 

. 865 


McNair, Evander. Mentioned. 701, 702, 705, 710, 711, 718, 720, 721, 726 

McNamara, James. IMentioued. 851 

McNeil, John. 

Mentioned. 308,311-314,316,318, 

336-338, 310-342, 344, 345,349,371,372, 374, 377, 374), 381-384, 389,394-39(i, 
405,419, 420,450, 451,460,467, 489, 490, 195, 496, 4<)9-511, 511,516,519, 527, 
528,533-535, 538-541,546,557, 565,569,576,577, (405, 621,621, 63iM;33, 616 
Reports of 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug.29~l)ec. 2, 1861. 371,373,375 

Steelvillo, Mo. Affair at, Aug. 31,1861. 734, 

McNutt, John. Mentioned. 522 

McVeigh, -. Mentioned. 78-80 

Macon, Bayous See liation Macon, 

Madigan, John, Mentioned. 329 
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Page. 

Madison, John W. Mentioned. 864 

MagoflSn, Major. Mentioned. 237 

Magoffin, Beriah H. Mentioned. 237 

Magmder, John B. Mentioned_*. 113 , 

114, 280,398, 399,639, 644, 648, 756, 797, 832,866, 900 

Mahoney, James. Mentioned. 776 

Mainmick. (Indian.) Mentioned. 069 

Major, James P. Mentioned. 104,106,118,866 

Major, L. M. Mentioned. 670 

Majors, Major. Mentioned. 978 

Majors, Thomas J. 

Mentioned. 826,829,833-836, 841,842,844,941, 012 

Reports of operations against Indians in Nebraska and Colorado, 8ept. 29- 

No v. 30,1864 . 838,839 

Maley, John. Mentioned. 817 

Malone, Francis M. Mentioned. 371 

Manchac Bayou. See Bayou Manchac. 

Manion, Thomas M. Mentioned. 958 

Manlove,-. Mentioned. 522 

Mann, Ambrose D. Mentioned. 300 

Mann, James. Mentioned. 82-84 

Manning, Elbridge G. Mentioned. 373,374 

Maps and Sketches. See SJcefches, 

Marais des Cygnes, Kans. Engagement at the, Oct. 25,1864. See Price^B 
MiBBOuri Expedition, Any, 29-Dec, 2, 3864, Deport b of 
Blair, Charles IV. Hunt, Robert H. Phelps, John E. 

Chariot, Chapman S. Helly* George W. Philips. John P. 

Cloud, ■\Villiam F. Lazear, Bazel F. Plcasonton. Alfred 

Curtis, Samuel R. MoKenny, Thomas I. Plumb, William. 

Curtis, Samuel S. McMahan, John F. Rosecrans William S. 

Eppstom, Joseph A. Mitchell, William B. Sanborn, John B. 

Fihbback, WilliamH. 1^1. Montgomery, William C. F. Weed, Theodore J. 

Gravely, Joseph J. 

Marchbank, William. Mentioned. 678 

Marchbanks, Captain. Mentioned. 188 

Marcy, JohnB. Mentioned. 462 

Maries County, Mo. Scout in. Phelps and ^Jaries Counties, Mo, Beout 
in, July 30-Aug, 1,1804, 

Maringouin, Bayou. See Bayou Marintjomn. 

Marmaduke, John S. Mentioned.75.116,240,241,280, 301,309,313,319, 

333,335, 337, 338, 341,352,354,358,396, 401, 431, 448,449, 455,496,498,500, 
501,526,527,534,539,557,570,603,604,623-637,639,641-646,653,657-659, 
666,678,680-685,687-692,698,700, 703-705, 707-711,714,719,725,728,858 
Marmiton, or battle of Chariot, Mo. Engagement at the, Oct. 25, 1864. See 
Pricers MisBouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec, 2, 1864, Deports of 
Benteen, Frederick W. Hopkims, Henry. eil, J olm. 

Blunt, James G. Houston, George M Pleasonton, Alfred 

Chariot, Chapman S. Hunt, Robert H. Price, Sterling. 

Curtis, Samuel R. Lane, James H. Rosecrans, William S. 

Curtis, Samuel S. McKenny, Thomas I. Shelby, Joseph 0. v 

See also Curtis to Malleck, p. 504. 

Marmora, Steamer. Mentioned. 890 

Marr,-. Mentioned. 456 

Mart, Eaniel V. Mentioned. 177,242,271,735,786 

Marr, James. Mentioned....... 456 

J)9 R R—VOL XLI, PT I 





























iuyu 


iJWJL/Xi-CV, 


Page. 

... . 757 

XKLarsen, wnnam. . . 

. 881,882 

Marsh, Bergamin F., jr. Mentioned . 

. 347 

Marsh, Calvin W*. Mentioned ... 

. 144 

Marsh, Cannela J. . . 

. 33,35,36 

Marston, B. W^. Mentioned. 

. 776 

Martin, -- . (Contractor, j . . 

. 397 

Martin, - • (ocont.; Mentioneu . . 

. 195 

martin, ri. .. 

.. -r -ivjr AT — .. loU 

martin, j . ivx. ..-. 

. 45-47 


. 184 

martin, joxiu iyioiiuiviLow... 

martin, jonu vv. xvxcuuiuxicivi... 

. 61 

Martin, William A. For correspondence as A. A. A. G., 
Andrews. 

see Christopher C. 

. . 260 

Mason, Alexander H. Mentioned . 

Mason, Daniel W. Mentioned . 

. 92,06, too, 101,1(H 

. 12,743 

. 300 

XKXaiaCJU, If eliUCO XW.. ... 

Massachusetts Troops. Mentioned. 


Artillery, Light— Batteries: 2d (J5), 810,988. 

Infantry— Regiments: 31st, 991-993. 

Massard Prairie, near Port Smith, Ark. Action at, July 27, 1861. See 
Arkansas. Operations in, July 7-57, 1864. Beports of 


Cooper, Douglas H. Morebead, Jacob. Steele, Frederick. 

Maxey, Samuel B. Thayer, John M. 

Massey, John O. Mentioned. ^^80 

Mathews, -. Mentioned. 808 

Matlack, Iiucius C. Mentioned. 879 

Matthews, Henry M. Mentioned. 371,372,376,415,416,432,433 

Matthews, Oliver. 

Correspondence with William H. Newhall. 214 

Mentioned. 218 

For corresijondeuce as A. A. G., see Thomas IT. Sherman. 

Matthews, W. G. Mentioned. 791 

Mattocks, Eli. Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-i)ot*. 2,1864. 325 

Mattson, Hans. Report of expedition up the White River from Devairs 

Bluff, Ark., Dec. 13-15,1864 . 989 

Maupin, Amos W. Mentioned. 451,452 

Maupin, James. Mentioned. 263 

Maury, Dabney H. 

Correspondence with St. John R. Liddell. 99 

Mentioned. 103, 104,106 

Maxey, Samuel B. 

Congratulatory Orders. 

Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31, 1864. 30 

Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in the, Sept. 11-25, 1864, with 
actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin 

Creek and Pryor’s Creek (19th). 793 

Correspondence with 

Oliver, Lindsey H. 778 

Watie, Stand. 279 

Mentioned. 24,30*114,270,625,647,782,783,793 
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Maxey, Samuel B.—Continued. 

Beports of 

Arkansas. Operations in, July 1~31,1864 . 29,30 

Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-25,1864, with 
actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16th), and at Cabin 

Creek and Pryor’s Creek (19th). 777-780 

Gunter’s Prairie, Ind. Ter. Skirmish on, Aug. 24,1864 . 279 

Maxwell, James. Mentioned. 854 

May, A. H. Mentioned. 92,96,104 

May, Hattie, Steamer. Mentioned. 421 

Mayeld, Hiram. Mentioned. 195 

Maynard, Henry H. Mentioned. 343,393 

Maynard, Joseph S. Mentioned. 232 

Mayo, John E. Mentioned. 230,430,435-437,439, 530 

Mayrant, W. N. Mentioned. 789-791 

Maysville, Ark. Skirmish near, July 20,1864. Seti SoutJi west Missouri. Oper¬ 
ations lUy July JS-3S, ISfti, etc. 

Meager, Robert M. Mentioned. 381 

Mears, James R. Mentioned. 272 

Meatyard, Thomas C. Mentioned. 19 

Medicine Bull. (Indian.) Mentioned. 150 

Meeker, Edwin I. * 

Mentioned. 484,491,520,526,565 

Reports of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-I)ec. 2,1864. 561,563 

Meem, John G., jr. For correspondence as A. D. C., see E. Kirly Smith. 

Mefford, David. Mentioned. 13,23-25,29,32 

Melcher, Samuel H. 

Mentioned. 338,342 

Report of attack on Clinton, Mo., Oct. 25,1864 . 892 

Melton, James A. 

Mentioned. 396,514 

R<‘port of expedition from Springiield, Mo., to Fort Smith, Ark., Nov. 5-16, 

1864, with skirmishes (6th) near Cincinnati, Ark. 910 

Memphis, Teun. Expedition from, to destroy Mobile and Ohio Railroad. See 
Mobile and Ohio Eaibu)ad. Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to de¬ 
stroy, Bee. 21, tS64-Jan. J, 1865, etc. 

Mentzer, John M. Mentioned. 471 

Meredith, John D. Report of o]»eration8 in Monroe and Ralls Counties, Mo., 

Sept. 11-16, 1864. 761 

Meredith, WiUiam. Mmii.ioned. 254,256,362,753 

Merriam, Jonathan. Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 

1864 . 324 

Merrick, John. Mentioned. 406 

Merrill, Lewis. Mentioned. 310 

Mettge, August. Mentioned. 955 

Meyers, George F. Mentioned. 462-464 

Michigan Troops. Mentioned. 

Ai-tillcry, Heavy—y?e5r//77e/7fs: 1st,* 88. 

Cavalry—/?e^//77e/7#s : 3d, 213,222,223,226,227,976,978,979,1001. 

Infantry— Begiments: 12th, 284,298,753,862,889,906. 

Mickey, F*B. Mentioned. 271 

Miles, Isaac J. Mentioned. 268 

Milhoan, Thomas E. Mentioned. 521,579 


* Also called 6th Michigan. 
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Military Complications. See Sioux Indians in Dahota 'territory, JSxpedition 
againstj July 25-Oct. 8j 1864. Beyoris of Pope, p. 131; Sully, p. 151. 

Milks, Henry B. Mentioned. 452 

Miller, Alfred. Mentioned. 752 

Miller, Benton. Mentioned. 257 

Miller, G-eorge W. Mentioned. 543 

Miller, J. C. Mentioned. ^^78 

Miller, Jesse S. 

Mentioned. 926 

Reports of 

Bayou Portage, La. Expedition from Brashear City to, Nov. 17-19, 

1864, with skirmish (18th) at Lake Fausse Pointe. 926 

Grand River and Bayou Pigeon, La. Expedition from Napolconville 

to, Sept. 26-30,1864 . 822 

Miller, John O. Mentioned. 772,776 

Miller, Madison. 

Mentioned. 310, 318,462, 464 

Report of scout in Saint Francois County, Mo., Oct. 9,1864, with skir¬ 
mishes. 883 

Miller, Stephen. Mentioned..*. 38 

Miller, Steamer. Capture of, Aug. 17,1864, on the Arkansas River, near Pine 

Bluff, Ark. Report of Stephen R. Harrington. 264 

MillePs Station, Mo. Affair at, Oct. 3,1864. See PrMs Missoun Expedition, 

Aug. ^9-Bee. 1864. Beports of Pnce, p. 680; Clarlc, p. 680. 

Milliman, Jacob. Mentioned. 776 

Millington, Augustus O. Mentioned. 743 

Mills, Alexander D. Mentioned. 864 

Mills, Seth. Mentioned. 671 

Millsaps, Jessee. Mentioned. 918 

Milton, William. Mentioned. 859 

Minden, Henning von. Mentioned. 144 

Mine Creek, Kans. Engagement on. See TAille Osage lUver, or Mine Creek, 

Kans. Engagement on, Oci. 3.?, 1864. 

Miner, Nelson. 

Mentioned. 142,172 

Report of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25- 

Oct.8,1864.162 

Miner, Stephen H. Mentioned. 17.*! 

Mineral Point, Mo. Skirmish at. Sept. 27,1864. 303 

Minhart, J. Henry. Mentioned. 31 


Minnesota, District of. Operations against Indians in. See Indians in Dis¬ 
trict of Minnesota. Operations against, July l-Oof. i, 1864. 

Minnesota Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light—Rafrer/es; 3d, 37,38,40,142,143,145,146,157,165-167,170- 
172. 

Cavalry—Bracketts. 135,142-144,146,148,152,154,157,161,162, 

796; Hatch’s,37,38,40, 173,174. Regiments: 2 d, 38-40,185,142-144,146, 

154,165-168,170-173,796. 

Infantry—^ey/yne/yfe: 3d, 221 ; 6 th, 37-40, 70, 191; 7 th, 37; 8 th, 37 - 39 , ia 5 , 

142,143,154,157,160,162,165-172,796 ; 9th, 10th, 37. 

Minton, William P. 

Mentioned. 97 I 

Statement of, relating to the conduct of troops under the coinmaiul of 
John M. Chivington, at engagement with Indians on Sand 
Creek, Colo. Ter., Nov. 29,1864 


971 
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ease. 

Iissemer, Cyrus Jr. Mentioned.*... *.... 353 ,364 

lississippi Coxinty, Mo. Operations in, Nov. 5~6, 1864, with skirmishes at 
Charleston (5th) and near Sikeston (6th). Reports of 

Hiller, Hiram M. 906,907 

Rathhnn, Eloii G..... 907 

lississippi River. 

Attaek on steamer White Cloud on. See White Cloud, Sieumer. Attack oUf 
Aug, 39,1894, etc. 

Attempt to transfer Confederate troops to the east bank of the, July 22- 
Aug. 22,1864. ' Communications from 


Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs Office, C. S. A. “ 117 

Bragg, Braxton. 90,108,109,118,119,121 

Buckner, Simon B. 113,120 

Butler, Thomas. 103,104,106,108,117 

Davis, Jetterson. 102,106,108,122,124 

Douglas, Henry T.96,98 

Lee, Stcidien D. 89-91 

Levy, William M. 120 

Maury, Dabney H. 99 

Smith, E. Kirby. 88,90-96,99,100,103-106,108-110,113,117,118,122 

State Department, C, S. 121 

Stevens, William. 103 

Taylor, Richard. 92,94,97,100,107,108,110, 111, 118-121 

Walker, John G. 106 

War Department, C. S. 123 


Expedition to Buck Island in, from Helena, Ark. See Buck Island, in the 
Mibsibbippi nicer, Exx)edition from Helena, Ark., to, July 13-26, 

1804, 

Missouri, Army of. (C(»nfederate.) 

Orders, Special, .series 1864: No. 21, 663; Oct. 14, 664. 

Organization, strength, etc., Aug. 29, 1864 . 641,642 

Thompson, M. Jeff., assigm'd to temporary command of Shelby^s Brigade.. 663 

(Missouri, Department of the. (Union.) 

Orders, General, series 1864: No. 189, 452; Nos. 216, 220, 317. 
rlissouri Expedition, Price’s. See PrMe Hiseoari Expedition, A uy. 39^I)ec. 

3, 1804, 

ifissouri, Southeast. See Southeast Missouri, 

Missouri, Southwest. See Southwest Missouri. 
tlissouri, Western. See Western Missouri. 
iliasourl Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Artillery, Light—5atter/es: Collins’, 638,642,650,656,661,664,666,667,670, 

673,676; Harris’, 641,689-691. ^ 

Cavalry—8atfa//o/7S; 1st {Indian Brigade), 13,24,75,193,197; 14th ( Wood^s), 

627,634,641,642, 679,680,683,686,691,694; Davies’, 641,683, 689,695-697 ; 
Schnable’s, 642,671-675,677,918,919*; Slayback’s, 449, 642,659,664,665, 
667,670; Williams’, 642, 655, 667, 668, 677. Regiments: 1st {Elliott's), 

642,655,665,667, 668,670 ; 2d, 78,79; 3d {Greenes), 641,678-684, 686-693; 

4th {Burhridge^s), 641,643,678, 680,682-684,686, 689,691-695 ; 5th, 21; 5th 
( Gordon’s), 635,641,642,649,658,663,665-667,670,682,683,686 ; 7th {Kitch- 
m’s), 44,627,634,641,678,683,686,689,690,692,695-697 ; 8th {Jejf&rei), 454, 

628,641,678,680,683,686,689,692,695,698; 10th {Lawthei^s), 430, 437,634, 

641, 678-683, 686, 689, 690, 692, 698,699; 11th {Smith’s), 642, 654, 663,667, 

670; 12th (Shanks’), 642, 654, 661, 664, 667, 668, 670; 15th (lie^^es’) 641; 
Coffee’s, 642,671,673,700; Freeman’s, 642,699; Pristoe’s, 642,699; Hun¬ 
ter’s, 642, 671,675,677; Jackman’s, 221,223,642,657,671,672,674,675,677, 

919; Perkins’, 642,700 ; 863X0^8,642,700. 
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Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

Artillery, Light— Regiments: 2d (Batteries), B, 375, 376, 382, 395, 401, 419, 
421; C, 415,418,421,997; H, 318, 325,372, 375, 376, 385, 390-392, 414,446, 
447,450,458-461; 1,462; L, 313,319,385-387,390,391,419. 

Cavalry—flofta//ofls: IstBnrolled Militia, 464. Regiments: 1st, 43,44,79, 
855, 863-865, 899; 1st State MiUtia, 88, 219, 220, 2.jr)-2.')7, 293, 294, 337, 
344,^346, 347, 350-355, 358-863, 385, 753, 814 , 973 ; 2a, 310, 3I(, .305, 371, 
372,"380,381; 2d State MiUtia, 44,71,79,318,446,453,4.")4,437,751, 752,881, 
007,920,924,925,997 ; 3d, 12,87,22.5,736.737, 819,855,863,865,899, 911; 3d 
State MUiUa, 05,75, 79,250, 272, 318, 348,371, 372,376,385, 115, 118, 132, 
433,441,446,450,454,455, 1,57,4.58,628,044,710,796,802,921; 4th, 327, 328, 
330,332,335,344 ; 4tli State MUitia, .53,232,2.54,255,2.57,258,300,344,346, 
347,350, 351,354-356,359, 361,303-365,38.5,760, 761,814,911, 912,931,935; 
5 th State MiUtia, 42,43.74,75,344,371,372,375,376,381-385,703,800-802, 
850,974 ; 6th, 79,2.50,277, 278, 455-457, 881, 894 ; 6th State Militia, 250, 
251, 266, 268, 209, 344, 365, 370, 385, 386, 390-393, 395, 401-403, 408, 409, 
411-414,493, 760; 7th, 855 ; 7th State MiUtia, 66,67, 175-177, 182, 183, 
200,242,271,272,292, 293,344,346,347, 350, 351, 3.54-357, 3.59,301,362,301, 
365, 385, 736, 813-815, 972, 973 ; 8th, 222,224, 227, 228, 282-28.5, 297,977; 
8th State Militia, 193-198, 344, 385,386,390, 391,393, .39.5,401, 402,408, 
411-414, 460, 493, 894,895, 910; 9th State MiUtia, 10,41, 51, .57, 200, 230, 
250, 312, .324, 318, 371,376,383, 385, 102, 415,416,418,430, 432,433,136,440, 
441; 10th, 331,332,334-336,344,514,1001; 11th, 183,226-228,235,236,282- 
285,753, 862,889; 12th, 628,044; 13th, 310,313,336,340,314,371,379,385, 
. 389,403,430,430,439. 

Infantry'— Battalions: 1st Provisional Unrolled MiUtia, 98 4. Companies : 
Cochran’s EnroUed MiUtia, 997; Tacke’s BnroUed MiUtia, 451,921. 
Regiments: 1st EnroUed MUitia, 310, 318, 462; 1st State MUitia, 11, 
318,446 ; 2a EnroUed MUitia, 310, 318, 462; 3d EnroUed MUitia, 310, 

318.462 ; 4th EnroUed MiUtia, 318; 4th Provisional EnroUed MUitia, 
60,251,430; 5th EnroUed MUitia,310; 6th EnroUed MiUtia, 310, 162; 
6th Provisional EnroUed MiUtia, 75,198, .301.344,38.5-387,393, 391, 101, 
402,407,408, 412, 414 ; 7th Enrolled MUitia, 310,318,402 ; 7th Provis¬ 
ional EnroUed IVIiUtia, 70, 77,188,193,196, 385, 386, 391, 391, 101, 109- 
411,414,737,738; lOth Enrolled Militia, 310,318,462; 11th EnroUed Mi¬ 
Utia, 310, 318,462,463; 13th EnroUed MiUtia, 310,318,462; 28th En¬ 
rolled MiUtia, 365; 30th, 276 ; 33a Enrolled MUitia, 60,423, 134,442; 
34th EnroUed MUitia, 365-370,376,895 ; 35th, 191; 35th Provisional 
EnroUed MUitia, 177-179,42.5-429,741; 39th, 309,418,420,442, 113, 761- 
763 ; 40th EnroUed MiUti#, 345 ; 42a,426,441; 43d, 312,418, 122, 130, 
434-439,530,532,682,686 ; 44th, 907, 908 ; 45th,3i0, 370, 121; 46th, 191; 
46th EnroUed MUitia. 230, 433 ; 47th, 318, 410, 417, 4.50; 49th, 346, 
418^ 420, 422, 802 ; 50th, 446; 51st I^rovisional EnroUed MUitia, O-l, 
249-2.53,423,434,442 ; 52d EnroUed MUitia, 310; 54th EnroUed MUitia, 

316.463 ; 56th BnroUed MUitia, 924,925 ; 62a BnroUed MiUtia, 921- 
924 ; 63d BnroUed MiUtia, 449,450; 65th EnroUed MUitia, 2.52,143- 
445 ; 70th EnroUed MiUtia, 433,762; 80th BnroUed MUitia, 318,162; 
81st Provisional BnroUed MiUtia, 57,59; 82d Enrolled MUitia, .57- 
60; 85th EnroUed MiUtia, 318,462 ; 87th Provisional BnroUed Mili¬ 
tia, 63,64 ; 89th EnroUed MiUtia, 62. 


MitcheU, A. J. Mentioned. 579, .591,622 

Mitchell, Barney. Mentioned. .558, .560 


* Some of the Enrolled and Provisional Enrolled regiments ser\ ed us cavalry. 
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Mitchell^ G-reenville M. 

Correspondence with Christopher C. Andrews. 283 

Mentioned. 281-285,287,650 

Mitchell, Lafayette J. Mentioned. 407 

Mitchell, Napoleon. Mentioned. 36 

Mitchell, Robert B. 

Mentioned. 244-246,825 

Report of operations against Indians in Nebraska Teriitory, Aug. 11-Oct. 

28,1864, ^ith skirmish (Sept. 20) near Foii; Cottonw ood. 243 

Mitchell, Thomas J. Report of bkirmish at the Tannery, near Little Rock, 

Ark., Sept. 2,1864 . 736 

Mitchell, Wanen. Mentioned. 360,362 

Mitchell, William B. 

Mentioned. 412,414 

Report of Pricers Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 409 

Mix, Charles H. Mentioned... 173 

Mix, Thomas E. Mentioned. 278 

Mizner, John K. Mentioned. 855,897,976 

Moberly, William E. 

Correspondence with Clinton B. Fisk. 426 

Mentioned. 178,424-426,428 

Report of affair near Brunswick, Mo., Sei>t.6,1864 . 741 

Mobile and Ohio Railroad. Expedition from Memi)hi8, Tenn., to destroy, 

Dec. 21, 1864-Jan. 5, 1865, with engagements at Verona, Miss. 
(25th), and at Egypt, Miss. (28th). Reports of 

Canby, Edward R. S. 998 

Dana, Napoleon J. T. 998,999 

Grierson, Benjamin H. 1001 

Washburn, Cadwallader C. 1000 

Mobley, W. A. Mentioned. 622 

Moer, Samuel BE. Mentioned. 845, 847,848 

Moniteau and Morgan Counties, Mo. Scouts in. Sept. 11-18, 1864. Report 

of Albert Muntzel. 763 

Monroe, George A. 

Mentioned. 946 

Report of skirmish at DoyaFs Plantation, La., Nov. 29,1864 . 945 

Monroe, James C. Mentioned. 641 

Monroe and Ralls Counties, Mo. Operations in, Sept. 11-16, 1864. Report 

of John D. Meredith. 761 

Montevallo, Mo. Skirmish near, Oct. 19,1864. Report of Marshall M. Ehle. 890 

Montgomery, Alexander C. Mentioned. 410 

Montgomery, Bacon. 

Mentioned. 279,881-883 

Report *of expedition to Clinton, La., Aug. 23-29,1864^ with skirmishes 

(25th) at Olive Branch an<J. the Comite River. 277 

Montgomery, James. Mentioned. 482,519,538,572, 578,597-600,621,622 

Montgomery, Richardson H. Mentioned. 87 

Montgomery, Samuel. 

Mentioned. 894 

Reports of Pri(*e’8 Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 455,456 

Montgomery, William C. P. 

Mentioned... 872,375,390,391,451,452 

Report of Pricers Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 458 
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Monticello, Ark. 

Expedition from Pine Blnif toward, Sept. 9~11,1864, with skirmiishes near 
Monticello (10th) and at Brewer’s Lane (11th). Reports of 

Clayton, Powell. 7515,754 

Lewns, J ohn W. 75( > 

Sendder, Thomas W. 751 

Skirmish near, Sept. 10,1864. See Monticello^ Jrl\ Expedition from Pine 
Bluff toward, Sej)!. 9-11,1894, etc. 

Mooney, Major. Mentioned. 918 

Moonlight, Thomas. 

Mentioned. 476-478, 480,481,483,488, 489, 

491, 498, 505,507-509,519,522,524-526,528,529,536,538, 543, 544, 565, 568, 
569,572-577, 579-581,583-585, 591-595, 597,600, 604, 607, 608, 616,619, 621 

» Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dee. 2,1864. 591 

Moore, Calvin S. Mentioned. 408 

Moore, Columbus. 

Correspondence with Robert A. Cameron. 929 

Mentioned. 927,928,932,933 

Moore, David. .Mentioned. 321, 904 

Moore, Franklin. 

Mentioned. 41 

Report of operations in the vicinity of Baton feonge, La., July 3-25,1864, 

with skirmish near Benton’s Ferry, on the Amite River (25th).. 42 

Moore, James B. Meutionjed. 256,293,362 

Moore, James M. Mentioned. 738 

Moore, John R. Mentioned. 438,439 

Moore, Jonathan B. Mentioned. 324,906 

Moore, William. Mentioned. 977 

Moore, W. M. Mentioned. 196 

Moorman, William M. Mentioned. 651 

Moreau Creek, Mo. Skirmish at, Oct. 7,1861. Bee Price 'h Missouri Expedi-- 
tion, Aug, ^9-Deo, J, 1804. Reports of. 

Curtis, Samuel li. McNeil, John. Plumb, William. 

Pisk. ClintonB. Mitchell,'William B. i^i'iie, Sieiliui*. 

Gravely, Joseph J, Pheli>8, John E. Eohci imiih, William S. 

See also Fisl; to Curtis, p. 467. 


Morehead, Jacob. Report of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31,1864. 25 

Morehouse, D. A. W. Report of skirmish near Lebanon, Mo., Nov. 1, 1864 .. 896 

Moreland, Abraham B. Mentioned. 150 

Morgan, Thomas J. Mentioned. 641 


Morgan, Tom, Steamer. Mentioned. 525, 538,551,552 

Morgan County, Mo. Seout in. Sec Moniteau and Morgan ('onntiesy Mo. 

Scouts in, 8ept. 11-18, 1804. 

Morgan’s Ferry, Ala. Skirmish at, Sept. 20,1864. See Morganza, La, Oper- 
ations in the vicinity of, Sept. lO-^H, 1804, etc. 

Morgan’s Ferry, La. 

• Expedition from Morganza to and beyond, Dee. 13-14,1864. Report of 


J ohn H. Kelly.1. 988 

Skirmish at, Aug. 25, 1864, and on the Atchafalaya River. R<‘])ort of 

Michael K. Lawler... 289 

Morgan’s Ferry Road, La. Skirmish on. S<‘e Morganza, La, Skirmish 
near, on the Morgan^s Perry Road, July S8, 1804, 
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Morganza, La. 

Expedition to and beyond Morgan's Ferry from. See Morgan^8 Ferry, La. 

Expedition from Morganza to andheyond, Dec. lS-14,1864. 
Expedition to Atchafalaya River from. See Atchafalaya Fiver, La. Ex¬ 
pedition from Morganza to, Dec. 16-19, 1864. 

Expedition to Bayou Sara from. See Bayou Sara, La. Expedition from 
Morganza to. Sept. 6-7,1864. 


Expedition to Bayou Sara from. See Bayou Sara, La. Expedition from 
Morganza to, Oct. 3-6] 1864, etc. 

Expedition to Fausse River from. See Fausse River, La. Expedition from 
Morganza to. Sept. 13-17, 1864, etc. 

Expedition to Simsport from. See Simsport, La. Expedition from Morganza 
to, July 5-7, 1864. 

Operations in the vicinity of, Sept. 16-25,1864, with skirmishes at Williams¬ 


port (16th), at the Atchafalaya River (17th), and at Bayou Ala¬ 
bama and Morgan's Ferry (20th). Reports of 

Frisbie, Henry N. 808 

Guppey, Joshua J. 805 

Gurney, Asa L. 806,807 

Lawler, Michael K. 803,804 

Terrell, Alexander W.. 810 

Willis, James E. 806 

Operations near, Dec. 14,1864-Jan. 5, 1865, in the vicinity of Hermitage 

Plantation. Report of W. Irving Allen . 991 

Scouts from, Aug. 10-12, 1864, with skirmishes. Report of Michael K. 

Lawler. 236 

Skirmishes at, Nov. 28, 1864. Reports of Daniel Ullmann. 935,536 

Skirmishes near. 

July 28, 1864, on the Morgan's Ferry Road. Report of Michael K. 

Lawler. 179 

Oct. 16,1864 . 7 

Dec. 4,1864, on the new Texas Road. Report of Daniel Ullmann. 981 

Morris, Edmund J. Mentioned. 737 

Morris, Edward. Report of scout in Platte County, Mo., Aug. 25-30,1864.. 291 

Morris, Miles. Mentioned. 521,600 

Morris, William H. Mentioned.*.. 774 

Morrison, Daniel E. Mentioned. 756 

Morrow, John. Mentioned. 847 

Morrow, William. Mentioned. 847 

Morton, John T. Mentioned. 618 

Moselle Bridge, Mo. Affair at. See FranMin, Mo. Affair near, Dec. 7, 1864, 
etc. 

Moses, Thomas, jr. 

Mentioned. 53,522,611 


Report of scout from Independence into La Fayette County, Mo., Aug. 


7-8,1864 . 232 

Mound City and Fort Lincoln, Kans. Skirmishes at, Got. 25, 1864. See 
Pricers Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. Report of Moon¬ 
light, p.594. 

Mount Vernon, Ark. Scout Ixom Helena to, Aug. 22-25, 1864. Report of 

Eagleton Carmichael. 270 

Mount Vernon, Mo. Skirmish near, Sept. 2, 1864. Report of John D. Allen 737 

Mouton, Alfred. Mentioned. 115 

Mower, Joseph A.. Mentioned.-. 310-312, 316,327,334,466,475,752 
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Page. 

Moyers. Gilbert. Report of action at Ashley's and Jones' Stations, near De- 

vall's Blulf, Ark., Aug. 24,1864 . 286 

Mud Town, Ark. Skirmish at, Aug. 24, 1864. See JSouthicest Missouri and 
Northwestern Arkansas, Operations in, Aug. 15S4^ 1864, etc. 

Mulberry Creek, Kans. Scout from Salina to, Aug. 8-11,1864. 

Communication from William H. Strutliers .. . 234 

Reports of Henry Booth. 233,234 

Mull, Henry. Mentioned. 955 

Mulligan, James A. Mentioned. 192 

Mullins, Alexander W. 

Mentioned. 294,353,358-360,753,799,814,816 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. 362 

Mullins, John D. Mentioned. 347,353,358,360 

Mullins, Martin. Mentioned. 201 

Munday, Warren W. Mentioned. 398 

Muntzel, Albert. 

Mentioned. 42 

Report of scouts in Moniteau and Morgan Counties, Mo., Sept. 11-18,1864. 763 

Murphy, Captain. Mentioned. 926,927 

Murphy, Dr. Mentioned. 258 

Murphy, David. Mentioned. 447,452 

Murphy, DubartE. Mentioned. 372,393 

Murphy, Edward B. Mentioned. 245,830,833 

Murphy, George W. Mentioned. 408, 409 

Murphy, John. Mentioned. 581-583 

Murphy, John P. Mentioned. 831,844 

Musser, Richard H. Mentioned. 702 

Myers, William. Mentioned. 316 

Nance, James M. Mentioned. 776 

Nance, Peter. Mentioned. 759 

Napier, Archibald D. Mentioned.*. 13,738 

Napoleonville, La. 

Expedition to Grand River and Bayou Pigeon from. See (irund Hirer and 
Bayou Figeon^ La. Expedition from Napoleonvitte to, Bept. iJ6-30, 

1864. 

Skirmishes near, July 29, 1864. 

Communications from 

Cameron, Robert A. 181 

Sherman, Thomas W. 180 

Reports of 

Cameron, Robert A. 180 

Davis, Hasbrouck. 181, 182 

Nasfliet, Dr. Mentioned. 975 

Nash, Andrew J. Mentioned. 324 

Nash, John H. Mentioned. 58,59 

I^ash, Lucius B. 

Correspondence with John L. Chandler. 899 

Mentioned. 898,899 

Natchez Bayou, La. Expedition to, Aug. 30-Sept. 2,1864, with skirmish (S(‘pt. 

1 ) near Gentilly's Plantation. 

Reports of 

Cameron, Robert A. 790 

McFcely, Aaron... 730 ,732 

Sketches. 733 

Natchez, Lake. See Lake Natchez. 
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Neale, Benjamin M. Mentioned..... 662,670 

Neathrey, Robert. Mentioned. ^86 


Nebraska Territory. Operations against Indians in. See Indians in Nehraslca 
Territory, Operations against, Jug. 11-Oct. 28, 1864, etc. Also 
Indians in Kebraska. Operations against, Dec. 1-31, 1864. In¬ 
dians in Nebraska and Colorado. Operations against. Sept. 29-Nov. 
30, 1864. 

Nebraska Troops. Mentioned. 

Cavalry— Battalions: 1st,82G. Companies: Stnfft^sScouts, 157, 162-164. 
Regime nts : 1st, 227,245,246,283,825,826,834,838-842,844,845. 


Infantry— Regiments : Ist Militia, 825,826,829,832,842-844. 

Neely, McGinley M. Mentioned. 562,563,564,565 

Neely, Mortimer. Mentioned. 162 

Neff, John. Mentioned. 74 

Neill, Henry. Mentioned. 88,353,359 

Neosho, Mo. Skirmish at, Nov. 10, 1864 . 8 

Nervah. (Indian.) Mentioned.*. 912 

Neutling, William. Mentioned. 259, 

Nevada, Steamer. Mentioned. 299 

Nevah Nattanee. (Indian.) Mentioned. 967 

Newhall, William H. Correspondence with Oliver Matthews. 214 

New Jersey Troops. Mentioned. 

Cavalry— Regiments : 2d, 327,328. 

New Madrid, Mo. 


Expedition to Caruthersville from. See Caruthei'sville, Mo. Expedition from 


New Madrid to, July 5-10,1864, etc. 

Skirmish near, Dec. 3,1864. Report of John B. Rogers. 980 

Newman, William H. Mentioned. 235 

New Mexico, Indians in. See Indians in New Mexico. 


New Meisico, Northeastern. See Northeastern New Mexico. 

New Mexico Troops. Mentioned 

Cavalry— Regiments : 1st, 202-211,886,940,941,984-988,1004. 

Infantry—: 1st, 81,85,867,868,870,873,878,913. 

New River, La. Exiiedition to. See Amite Hirer, New Hirer, and Bayou Man- 
• chao, La. Expedition to, Oct. 2-8, 1864. 

Newsom,-. Mentioned. 131,235 

New Texas Road, La. Skirmish on. See Morganza, La. Skirmish near, 

Dec. 4, 1864, etc. 

Newton, G.W. Mentioned. 677 

Newton, Robert C. Mentioned. 901,947 

Newtoma,Mo. Engagemcmt at. Get. 28,1864. See Triceps Missouri Expedi¬ 
tion, Aug. 29-Deo. 2,1864. Heports of 


Bhint, James G. 

Cliarlot. Chapman S. 
Curtis, Samuel K. 

Davies, J. F. 

Ford, James H. 

(Jravely, Joseph J. 

Hunt, Robert H. 

See also Curtis to Halleck 


Jackman, Sidney D. 
Jeunison, Charles R. 
Lawther, Robert R. 
McKenny, Thomas I. 
McMahan, John F. 
Mitchell, IVilliara R. 
Montgomery, William C P. 

p. 510; Hoyt toJenmson,\ 


Moonlight, Thomas. 
Phelps, John E. 

Price, Sterling, 
Rosecrans, William S. 
Sanborn, John R. 
Shelby, Joseph O. 
Thompson, M. Jelf. 

588; Bond to Jennison, 


p. 590. 

New York Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light— Batteries: 26th, 276. 

Cavaliy— Regiments: 2 d (rete?’^7<), 276,799,800, 806-808, 879, 936,988,996; 

11th, 187,214-218,277,881,882; 14th, 179,180; 18th, 747. 

Infantry— Regiments: ISlst, 805; 178th, 326,327. 
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Page. 

Nicholetts, Gilbert. Mentioned. 217 

NichoUs, John. Mentioned. 125 

Nichols, Major. Mentioned. 240 

Nichols, C. H. Mentioned. 431,642,656,657,660, 661,671, 672,674-677,918,919 

Nichols, David H. Mentioned. 883,956 

Nichols, William A. Mentioned. 963 

Nicholson, Alfred J. Mentioned. 159 

Nicholson, E. P. Mentioned. 791 

Nicodemns, William J. L. Mentioned. 563 

Niederweiser, Tony. Mentioned. 462 

Nijanza, U. S. S. Mentioned... 749,750,926 

Nitchey, F. H. Mentioned. 346 

Nixon, James. Mentioned. 62 

Noble, Henry T. Mentioned. 303 

Noblett, G. W. Mentioned. 60 

Noland,-. Mentioned.59 

Noland, George W. Mentioned. 292 

Norman, W. P. Mentioned. 643 

Norris, John. Mentioned.215-217 

Norris, John H. Mentioned. 184,185 

Norris Creek, Mo. Skirmish on, Ang. 8 , 1864. See Holden^ Mo, Oper- 
atiom near, Aitg.SS, 1864, etc, 

Norristown, Ark. Skirmish at. Sept. 6 , 1864. See Letoiahurg, ArU, Oper- 
aiions in the vicinity of, Sept, 6-8, 1864, etc. 

Norristown and Russellville, Ark. Scout from Lewisburg to, Sepfc. 9-12, 

1864, with skirmishes. Repdrt of Abraham H. Ryan. 758 

Northeastern Arkansas. Operations in. See Southeast Missouri and North¬ 
eastern Arkansas. Operations in, July IS-Aug, 6, 1804, etc. 
Northeastern New Mexico. Scout in. Sept. 18-Oct. 5,1864, on the C’imarrou 

River. Report of Nicholas S. Davis. 813 

Northrup, George W. Mentioned. 161 

Northwestern Arkansas. Operations in. Sue Southwest Missouri and North¬ 
western Arkansas. Operations in. Jug. 13-24, 186i, cte. 

Norton, Orloff. Mentioned. 589 

Norville, William N. Report of affair at Greentoii, Mo., Nov. 1, 1861. 896 

Noyes, Edward J. Mentioned.^ 712 

Oates, O. H. Mentioned. 980 

Oatman, Stephen. Mentioned. 817 

O'Brien, Nicholas J. Mentioned. 243,830,847 

O’Crane, Day. Mentioned. 381 

Often,-. Mentioned. 1005 

Ogden, Fanny, Steamer. Mentioned. 51,53,56, 255 

Ohio Troops. Mentioned, 

Artillery, Light—^atter/es: 5th, 223,297. 

Cavalry—^e^// 77 e/?ts: 11th, 245, 950. 

InfanijTy—Regiments: 22d, 225,228; 114th, 988; 120th, 276. 

Dlin, Hollin C. Mentioned. 170 

Oliphant, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 921 

Dlive Branch, La. Skirmishes at. 

Aug. 5,1864 . 3 

Aug. 25, 1864. See Clinton, La. JSxjyedition to, Aug. 20-29, 1864, etc, 

>liver, Lindsey H. 

Correspondence with Samuel B. Maxey. 778 

Mentioned... 777 ^ 778 
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Page. 

Onam, Captain. Mentioned. 406 

One Eye. (Indian.) Mentioned.914,950,965,969 

O’Neil, Catherine. Mentioned. 977 

O^Neil, John. Mentioned. 977 

Onken, Francis. 

Mentioned. 365,367-369 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . .366 

Orahood, Harper M. Mentioned. 957 

Orange Grove, La. Affair at. See Donaldsonville^ La. Affair near^ at Orange 
Grove, July 31, 1864. 

Organization, Strength, etc. Confederate troops. 641,642 

Ortega, Jesus Ghnzales. Mentioned. 888 

Ortega, Jose de Jesus. Mentioned. 208 

Osage, Mo. Skirmish at, Nov. 26,1864 . 8 

Osage Mission, Kans. Skirmish at, Sept. 26,1864. 6 

Osage River, Mo. Skirmishes on the, Oct. 5-6,1864. See Price’s Missouri Ex- 
pedition, Aug. 29--Dec. 2, 1864. Reports of 

J 6 rown, Ej^berf B, MuIIjiih, Alexander ‘W’. Price, Sterling. 

Clark, John B., jr. Onken, Francis. Bosecrans, "William S. 

Fisk, Clmton B. Poser, Eudolph. Shelby, Joseph 0. 

Jackman, Sidney B. 

See also iimet'ary of Brown, p. 367. 

Osband, Embury D. Mentioned. 1000 

Osceola, Ark. Skirmish at, Aug. 2,1864. See Southeast Missouri and north¬ 
eastern Arkansas. Operations in, July 18~Aug. 6, 1864, etc. 

Osyka, La. Expedition from Baton Rouge to. See Clinton, Ghreenshurg, Osyka, 
and Camp Moore, La. Expedition from Baton Rouge to, Oct. 5-9, 

1864. 

Outs,-. Mentioned. 64 

Overrocker, Charles E. Mentioned. 822 

Owen, Judge. Mentioned. 894 

Owen, Berry. 

Correspondence with Clinton B. Fisk. 428 

Mentioned. 178,424,425,429 

Owings, Richard. Mentioned. 360 

Ozark, Mo. Scout to Dubuque Crossing and Sugar Loaf Prairie from. See 
Dnhuque Crossing and Sugar Loaf Prairie, Mo, Scout from Ozark 
to, Aug. S3-36, 1864. 

Ozark, U. S. S. Mentioned. 803 

Pace, Captain. Mentioned. 301 

Pace, Lewis C. Mentioned.-. 434 

Page, John D. Mentioned. 64 

Paincourtville, La. Expedition to Lake Natchez from See Lake Natchez, 

La. Expedition from Paincourtville to, Aug, 15-21,1864, etc. 

Paine, Halbert E. Mentioned. 308 

Palmer,-. Mentioned. 272,292 

Palmer, Henry E. Mentioned. 691 

Palmer, John C. Mentioned... 767,770 

Palmetto Ranch, Tex. Skirmish at. *See Brazos Santiago, Tex. Skirmish 
near, Sept. 6,1864, etc. 

Pape, Erich. Mentioned.‘. 455,644 

Paris, Mo. Surrender of, Oct. 15, 1864. See PrMs Missouri Expedition, Aug. 
29-Dec. 2, 1864. Reports of 

Donglasfl, Joseph B. Roseorans, William S. Shelby, Joseph 0. 

Fisk, Clinton B. 
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Paffe. 


Park, Luther T. 

Mentioned. 823 

Eeport of expedition from Brashear City to Belle Rivei', La., Oct. 22-24, 

1864 . 892 


Parke, Joseph. 

Mentioned.-.-. 61, 255,257,299, 300 

Report of skirmish near Roclieport, Mo., Ang. 28,1864. 800 

Parker,-. Mentioned. 84,86 

Parker, Charles. Montioned. 204,205,208 

Parker, James. Mentioned. 776 

Parker, William B. Mentioned. 462 

Parks, Captain. Mentioned. 522 

Parks, W.W. Mentioned. 792 

Parkville, Mo. Attack on, July 7,1864. See Western Missouri. Operations iw, 

July 6-30f 1864. Eeport of Fisk, p. 56. 

ParneU, T. V. Mentioned. 195 

Parr,-. Mentioned. 993 

Parrott, James. Mentioned... 453,680, 751,752 

Parsons, James. Mentioned. 63,187,232 

Parsons, Mosby M. Mentioned. . 754 

Parsons, WHUam H. Mentioned. 106, 111, 118,859 

Patroon, Steamer. Mentioned. 888 

Pattee, John. 

Mentioned. 142,145,146,796 

Report of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, Julj^ 25- 

Oot. 8, 1864. 160 

Patten, Alden. Mentioned. 22 

Patterson, D. R. Mentioned. 787, 792 

Patterson, George. Mentioned. 508,509,577,578,58.3,588,591 

Patterson, John. Mentioned. 977 

Patterson, Mo. 


Affair at. Sept. 22,1864. See Price's Missouri Expedition, Ang. JO-Dec.J, 
1864. Eeport of Price, p. 628. 

Scout from, to Buffalo Creek, in Riiiley County. See Buffalo Creek, in 
Eipley County, Mo. Scout from Patterson to, July 8-1^, 1864. 
Patterson, Wayne County, Mo. Expedition from Cape Girardeau to, Nov, 
16-25,1864, with skirmishes at Reeves’Mill (19th), and at Buck- 
skull, Randolph County, Ark. (20th). Report of (ieorge C. 


Thilenius. 924 

Pattersonville, La. Recounaissanco from Berwick to, Aug. 2,1864. Reports 
of 

Cameron, Robert A. 198 

Fickett, Levi S.*. 199 

Patton, Patrick. Mentioned. 787 

Paxton, Ethan. Mentioned. 894,895 

Peace, J. A. Mentioned. 975 

Peak, George. Mentioned. 230 

Pealer,-. Mentioned. 886 

Pearl River, La. Expedition from Fort Pike to. Sept. 9-12, 1864. 

Communications from 

Hall, Alfred G. 758 

Sherman, Thomas W. 757 

Report of Alfred G. Hall. 756 

Pearsall, Uii B. Mentioned.... . 808 
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Page. 

Pearson, Albert. Mentioned. 269 

Pease, Phineas. Eeport of Price's Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 

1864 . 323 

Peck, Amos. Mentioned. 499,558 

Peery^ William P. Mentioned. 418,444 

Pell, John H. Mentioned. 144,156 

Pelton, Patton. Mentioned. 933 

Pemiscot County, Mo. Scouts in. 

Oct. 10-12, 1864. Report of James W. Edwards.i. 884 , 

Nov. 13-16, 1864, with skirmish. Report of James IV. Edwards. 920 

Peniok, William R. Mentioned. 59 

Penney, Thomas H. Mentioned. 521,579 

Pennock, Joseph N. Mentioned. 177 

Pennock, William. Mentioned. 519,578,618,619,621 

Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned. 

Cavalry —Regiments : 19th, 328. 

Perkins, Caleb. Mentioned . 250,415-418,424,433, 642,802 

Perry, J. D., Steamer. Mentioned. 7b2 

Perry County, Ark. Skirmish in, Dec. 3, 1864. Report of Abraham H. 

Ryan. 980 

Peters, Dr. Mentioned. 851 

Petit Jean, Ark. Skirmish near, July 10, 1864. See Arkansas. Operations 
in, July i-31,1864. Reports of Steele, p. 11; Ryan, p. 13. 

Pettis, George H. Mentioned. 940,941 

Pettit, George P. Mentioned. 170,171 

Pfaender, William. Mentioned. 38 

Fhaxis, Pranklin. Mentioned. 177,242,271 

Phelps, Mrs. Mentioned. 893 

Phelps, John. Mentioned. 976 

Phelps, John E. 

Mentioned..... — 389,391,394,39 d,397,409,414 

Report of Price's Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dcc. 2,1864 . 400 

Phelps and Maries Counties, Mo. Scout in, July 30-Aug. 1,1864. Report 

of Charles Adamson. 186 

Philips, John P. 

Mentioned. 311,313,314,319, 332,337,338,341,342,345, 

359, 362, 385-387,389-392,402,411,419, 494-496,500,501,511,528,534,556 

Reports of 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Ang. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 350,354 

Wellington, Mo. Operations in the vicinity of, July 9-13,1864, with 

skirmishes at Warder's Church (10th), and at Columbus (12th). 66 

Phillips, James. Mentioned. 196 

Phillips, William P. Mentioned. 775 

Pickier, J. F. Mentioned. 13,24,30,75,193,194,197,240 

Picon, O. E. Mentioned. 1^^ 

Pierce, Abial R. 

Mentioned. ^^9 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2 ,1864 . 336 

Pierce, D. C. Mentioned. ^96 

Pierce, Guy C. Mentioned. ^74 

Pierce, Leonard, jr. Mentioned.211,212 

Pierce, hlilton. Mentioned.-. 

Pierce, WiUiam H. Mentioned. 520 

Piercey, Andrew J. Mentioned. 193,197,737 










































1104 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Pierson, Oliver. Mentioned. 955 

Pigeon Bayou. See Bayou Pigeon. 

Pike, Edward C. 

Mentioned. 310, 311,316, 313, 463 

Report of Pricers Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 161 

Pike, Port. See Fort Pike. 

Pinal Mountains, Ariz. Ter. Exjiedition to, July 18-Aug. 7,1864. 

Communication from Benjaiuin F. Fergusson. 86 

Report of Thomas J. Blakeney. 81 

Pine Bluff, Ark. 


Capture of the steamer Miller near. See Miller^ Steamer. (Uqyiure oJ\ Aug. 

17.1864, etc. 

Expedition towardMonticello from. See Monticelto, Ark. Expedition from 
Fine Bluff toivard, Sept. 9-11,1864, etc. 

Reconnaissance from, July 13, 1864. Report of Powcdl Clayton. 68 

Scout near. See Arkansas Bieer. ^Seout on, near Pine Bhiff, Ark., Aug.J7- 

58.1864, etc. 

Scout to Richland from. See Pichland, Ark. Scout from Pine Bluff to, Dte. 

S4-S5, 1864, etc. 

Skirmishes near. 

July 22,1864. See Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-81,1864, Meport of 


Steele, p. 11. 

July 30,1864. Reports of 

Hill, Adam W. 185 

Teale, James E. 183 

Aug. 18,1864 . 1 

Pineger, William. Mentioned. 776 

Pinkney, William E. Mentioned. 881 

Piper, Marshall. Mentioned. 220 

Fisgah, Mo. Skirmish near. Sept. 10,1864. Reports o<‘ 

Brown, Egbert B.-. 760 

Kelly, George W. 761 

Pitney,-. Mentioned. 802 

Pitzman, Julius. Mentioned. 164 

Plaquemine, La. Skirmish at, Aug. 6,1864. 

Communication from Thomas W. Sherman. 219 

Reports of William P. Benton. 218, 210 

Platte City, Mo. Affair at, July 10,1864. See Western Missouri. Operations 
in, July 6-30, 1864. Report of Clark, p. 59. 

Platte County, Mo. 

Scout in, Aug. 25-30,1864. Report of Edward Morris. 201 

Skirmish in, July 3, 1864. Report of Clinton B. Fisk. 11 

Plattenberg, J. S. Mentioned. 653,662 

Plattsburg, Mo. Attack on, July 21,1864. See Western Missouri. OpmAions 
in, July 6-30, 1864. Report of Poe, p. 62, 


Pleasant Hill, Mo. Skirmish near, Aug. 26, 1864. See Jaekson and Cass 
Counties, Mo. Scouts in, Aug. 35-39,1864., etc. 

Pleasonton, Alfred. 

Correspondence with 


Baker, William P ..., 

Brown, Egbert B_ 

Curtis, Samuel R. 

Rosecrans, William S, 
Sanborn, John B_ 


.. 735 

.. 348^350 

339,505,506,510,527 


342 


513 
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’leasonton, Alfred—Contmued. 

Mentioned. 311-315,319,330,328,334,336,343,344,346-357, 

360,361,371-373,376,377,385,389,390-392,394,395,405, 407,420-422,457, 
461,481-487,489-506,508-513,519,526-628,533-535,538-540, 544,545,547, 
519-551, .554-559,569, 570, 576,577,579,580,387, 599,603-606,609,617,621 


Reports of 

Blackwiiter Rivoi', Mo. Skirmish on, July 27,1864, and on Big Creek 

(28th). 176 

Inde])endence, Mo. Skirmislies near, Aug. 1,1864 . 187 

Johnson County, Mo. Operations in, Sept. 1-9,1864, and skirmish (1st) 

near Lone Jack. 735 

La P^ayctte, Saline, and Howard Counties, Mo. Operations in, Aug. 13- 

22,1864, Avith skirinishes. 254,255 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 336,340 

Rocheport, Mo. Skiiinish near, Aug. 28,1864. 299 

^leyer, Anthony. 

Meutione<l. 424,425, 427-429 

Statein(‘iit of. I’rice’s Missouri Plxpedition, Aug. 29-Dcc. 2,1864. 428 

=»liimb, Preston B. Mentioned. 478,483,544,593,595 

Plumb, William. 

Mentioned. 390,402,414 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 408 

Plum Creek, Nebr. Skirmish near, Doc. 8,1864. Indians in Nebraska, 

Operations against^ Dec. 7-Ji, I864j etc. 

Poe, Benjamin F. 

Correspondcuee Avith John Thrailkill. 62 

Mentioned. 61 

Report of operations in Western Missouri, July 6-30,1864 . 62 

Point Isabel, Tex. Skirmish at, Aug. 9,1864. See Brazos Sayitiago, Tex, 
Opefi'aHons in the vicinity ofj Any. 4-15,1864, etc, 

Polignac, Camille J. 

Correspondence Avitb Stephen D. Lee. 90 

Mentioned. 90, 93, 94,96,113,120,754 

Polk, Charles K. Mentioned. 683,689-691 

Polk, Trusten. Mentioned. 318 

Polk County, Mo. Skirmishes in. 

Aug. 28,1864. Report of John B. Sanborn. 301 

vSept. 28,1864. 6 

Pollock, Colonel. Mentioned. 458 

Pollock, Samuel M. 

Mentioned. 142,146,157-162,165-167,170 

Rei)ort8 of (‘xpedition against Sioux ludians in Dakota Territory, July 25- 

Oet.8,1864. 156,158 

PoUok, Irving J. Mentioned. 520,552,553, 611 

Pomeroy, Samuel C. 

Mentioned.1. 473,484,485,491,520 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-D6C. 2,1864. 570 


Pohd, James B. 

Correspondenco with Charles R. Jennison .. 590 

Mentioned. 477,509,521,528,578,582,583,590 

Ponder’s Mill, Little Black River, Mo. Skirmish at, Sept. 20, 1864. See 
Privies Mhsonri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. Beport of 
Wilson, i>. 454. 

Poole,-. Mentioned.. 254-257,427,568 


70 R K—yOL XLl, PT X 
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Pope, John. 

Correspondence with 

Hallcck, Henry W . 

Wisconsin, Crovemor of. 

Mentioned. 15 

Keportsof expedition au;ainst Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25- 

Ocl.8, 1S64.1. 13] 

Pope, Nathaniel. 

Mentioned. U2, U3,116,118,157,158,10: 

Eeports of expedition against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, .July 25- 

Oct. 8,1864.L... 

Portage Bayou. See Bayou Portage. 

Porter, Benjamin F. Mentioned. 

Porter, David D. Mentioned. 

Porter, Frank G. Mentioned. 422,434,43] 

Porter, John P. Mentioned. 

Porter, John R. 

Mentioned..... 

Koport of operations against Indians in Nebraska and CVilorado, Sept. 29- 

No v. 30, 1864. 

Porter, John S. Mentioned. 

Port Hudson, La. Attack on wsteamer White Cloud near. See White Cloudy 


Stea/nier. Attach on, Aug. 29, 1S64, etc. 

Poser, Rudolph. 

Mentioned. 361 

Reports of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864. 36i 


Posey, William H. Report of expedition from Morganza to th< Atehafalaya 

River, La., Dec. 16-19, 1864. 

Potter,-, Mentioned. 

Powell,-. Mentioned. 

Powell, Bulge. Mentioned. 88 ‘ 

Powell, Bush. Mentioned. 

Powell, James L. 

Mentioned. 

Reports of 

Fayetteville, Ark. Expedition from CaRsville, Mo., to, Aug. 23-28, 

1864, and skirmish (24th) at Gerald Mountain, Ark. 

Southwest Missouri. Operations in, July 18-23, 1864, with skirmishes 

near Maysville, Ark. (20th), and near Carthage, Mo. (21st)_ 

Powell, William L. Mentioned. 

Power, William P. Mentioned. 

Powers, Charles S. Mentioned. 

Powers, Pinkney L. Mentioned. 

Prairie Rose, Steamer. Mentioned. 

Pratt, Bdson N. Mentioned. 

Pratt, Henry P. Mentioned. 

Pratt, J. H. Mentioned. 

Pratt, John. Mentioned. 

Pratt, Theodore W. Mentioned.. Xjj 

President, C. S. See Jefferson Davis. 

President, 17. S. Sec Ahraham Lincoln. 

Preston, William J. Mentioned. 

Preuitt, Valentine. Mentioned. 44 r 

Price,-, Mentioned... 
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Paga 


Price Court of Inquiry. 

ComumnicaUons from 

Misboiiri, Governor of. 718 

Price, (Sterling. 727 

(Correspondence with 

Reynolds, Thomas C. 718 

Smith, E. Kirby. 726 

Taylor, C. M. 720,721 

Detail for. 701 

Orders convening. 701 

Proceedings of. 701-728 

Testimony of 

Hackoy, T. J. 703-707,709-718 

Shaler, James R. 719-724 

Tailor, T. T. 724-726 

Price, Heber. MenUoned. 662 

Price, Sterling. 

Assumes command of the expeditionary forces at Princeton, Ark., Aua;.29, 

1864 . 303,978,983 

Correspond(‘nee with E. Kirby Smith. 728 

Expeditionary column of, enters Missouri, Sept. 19, 1864 . 303 

Expeditionary column of, reaches Laynesport, Ark., Dec. 3,1864. 301 

Itinerary. Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Doe. 2,1864 . 642 

Mentioned. 64, 


89, 105,113-116,122,192,231,280, 282, 287, 307-309,311-318,320,321,329, 
333, 334, 336,339-343,345,348,352,354,357, 358,362,371-377,381-383,385, 
393,394,306,308-400, 402,403,411,416-424,433,435,442,445-449,451,452, 
454,455,461,464-468,470-475,478-480,484,489,491-404,502,504-519,523- 
532, 536,540,547-551,557,560,562,563,567-569,572-574,576-580,588,591, 
593, 594,596,609,610,612,614-617,620,641,642,648,650-653,655,657,660- 
662, 665, 678, 676-679,681,685,701-705, 707,709-728,743,744, 754, 758,765, 
767, 769,781,782,797,851-853,858,893,897, 900, 903, 915,916,918,921,922 

Reports of Price’s Missoiiri Expedition, Aug. 29-Doe. 2,1864. 622-625 

Price, Thomas H. Mentioned. 95 

Price’s Missouri Bapedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864. 

Casualti<*8. Returns of. 

Coiifedcnite Troops. 670,686, 692,697,699,700 

Union Troops. 344,393,439,443 

Commnnioations from 

Brown, Egbert B. 466 

Curtis, Samuel R.. 339,466,474,476,479,505,506,511,512,514,515,527,550,622 

Deitzlor, George W. 620 

Fisk, Clinton B. 467 

Grant, U.S. 511 

Harrison, M. La Rue. 398 

Mo body, AVilliam E. 426 

Ploasontoii, Alfred. 342,348,350,506,510 

Price, Sterling. 664 

Rosecrans, William S. 452,467,473,475,476,479 

Sanborn, John B. 613,516 

Smith, E. Kirby. 728 

Itinoiaries. 

Brown, Egbert B.-. 357 

Price, Sterling. 642 

Smith, Andrew J. 320 
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Pricers Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864—Contmued 
Kansas Militia called out and martial law declared. 

Curtis to Carney, urging call. 468 

Curtis to Halleck, giving notice of declaration of martial law in Kan¬ 
sas . 470 

Issue by Deitzlcr of order of call. 469 

Orders, General, No. 54. Curtis. 470 

Proclamation of Governor of Kansas. 468 

Reports of 

Ben teen, Frederick W. 330 

Beveridge, John L. 378,379 

Blair, Charles W. 596,601 

Blunt, James G. 571 

Boutell, Lewis H. 370 

Brown, Egbert B. 344 ^ 346 

Bull, John P. 648 

Bur bridge, John Q. 693 

Cameron, Hugh. 406 

Campbell, William J. 325 

Catherwood, Ed^viu C. 335 

Chariot, Chapman 8 . 523 

Clark, John B.,jr. 678,68fi 

Cloud, William F. 558 

Cox, Samuel P. 412 

Craig, James. 434 

Cundiff, William H. H.’' 377 

Ourtis, Samuel R. 464 

Curtis, Samuel S. 53 O 533 

Davies, J.F. 695 


Davis, Samuel B. 

Dayton, Ferdinand V.. . 

Deagle, George. 

Deitzler, George W. 

Douglass, Joseph B. 

Draper, Daniel M. 

Eitzen, Charles D. 

Eppstein, Joseph A 

Ewing, Thomas, jr. 

Fishback, William H. M 

Fisk, Clinton B. 

Ford, James H. 

. Gandolfo, John B. 

Gravely, Joseph J. 

Greene, Colton. 

Harding, Amos J. 

Harding, Chester, jr_ 

Harrison, M. La Rue_ 

Hiller, Hiram M. 

Hilliard, Hiram. 

Holloway, George A..., 

Hopkins, Henry.. 

Houston, George M.. 

Hubbard, Josiah M.. 

Hunt, Robert H. 


. 343 

. 413 

. B14 

. 432,433 

. 410 

. 368 

. 381 

. 445 

. 618 

415,417,418,420 

. 606 

. 326 

.411,414 

. 687 

. 432 

. 431 

. 397,398 

. 453,454 

. 441 

. 430 

. 559 

. 380 

. m 

542 
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Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864—Continued, ^ 

Eeports of 

Hynes, Dennis J. 424 

Insley, Merritt H. 5g0 

Jacknian, Sidney I). 671 

Jennison, Oliarlos K. 581 

Johnson, Benjamin S. 693 

Johnson, Thomas \V. 453 

Jones, Benjamin S . 334 

Kelley, Samuel R. 457 

Kelly, George W. 363 

Kittredgo, William T. 397 

Kutzner, Edwar<l A. 442,443 

Lane, .lames H. 567 

Lawther, Robert R . 698 

Lazear, Bazel F. 360 

MeFerran, J ames. 358 

McKenny, Thomas 1. 536 

McMahan, John F. 407 

McNeil, John.•.. 371,373,375 

Mattocks, Eli. 325 

Meeker, Edward 1. 561,563 

Merriam, Jonathan. 324 

Mitchell, William B. 409 

Montgomery, Samuel. 455,456 

Montgomery, William C. F. 458 

Moonlight, Thomas. 591 

Mullins, Alexander W. 362 

Onken, Francis. 366 

Pease, Phineas. 323 

Phelps, John E. 400 

Philips, John F. 350,354 

Pierce, Ahial 11 . 336 

Pike, Edward C. 461 

Pleasontou, Alfred. 336,340 

Plumb, William. 408 

Pomeroy, Samuel C. 570 

Poser, Rudolph.-. 365,366 

Price, Sicuding. 622-625 

Queen, Oscar B. 364 

Roberts, Cyrus M. 566 

Robinson, George T... 546 

Rogers, Amlrew W. 324 

Rosecrans, William S. 307 

Sanborn, John B. 385,393 

Shelhy, Joseph 0 .349,652 

Smith, J. Nelson.. 311,612 

Stauber, Thaddeus J. 441 

Sullins, John. ^39 

Tacke, Adolph. 464 

Thompson, M. Joft’. 363,670 

Tyler, Charles H. '<'30 

Weed, Theodore J.^ 355 

Wilson, James. 454.455 

Winslow, Edward F. 327,329 
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Page, 

Price's Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1864—Continued, 


Roll of Honor. (Union). 519 

Sketches. *708 

Statement of Anthony Pleyer. 428 

Pritchard, Jesse L. Mentioned. 53,520,600,010,011 

Pruitt,-. Mentioned. 42 

Pruitt, W. P. Mentioned. 271 

Pryne, Major. Mentioned. 799,800,807,808 

Pryor's Creek, Ind. Ter. Action at. Sept. 19,1864. See CherokeeXatloiij Jnd. 

Ter. Operations in, Sept. 11-^5,1864, etc. 

Pulliam, J. Drury. Mentioned. 678 

Pulliam, John R. Mentioned. 791 

Pullman,-. Mentioned. 808 

Puryear, Samuel Y. Mentioned. 689 

Qualey, John P, Mentioned. 85 

QuantriU, William C. Mentioned. 233,254,257,415,431,440,032,718 

Queen, Oscar B. 

Mentioned. 50,272,356,670 

Reports of 

Crisp’s Mill, on JBig Creek, Mo. Scout to, Aug, 25-30,1864, with skir¬ 
mish near Rose Hill. 292 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 364 

Quin, Hugh. Mentioned. 12 

Quinby, Ira. 


Report of skirmish near 8and Creek, Colo. Ter., Aug. 11,1801. 240 

Quincy, Mo. 

Expedition to, Oct. 29-Nov. 8, 1804, with skirinishes (N<)v. 1-2) near 

Quincy. Report of Jacob Cassairt... 894 

Skirmishes at, Nov. 1-2,1804. See Quincy, Mo. Mxpeilition to, Oct. JO-Xor. 

S, 1864, etc. 

Quinn,-. Mentioned.;. 173 

Quinn, Edward W. Mentioned. 755 

Quinn, John G. Mentioned. 393 

Quitman, Ark. Skirmish near, Sept. 2,1864. Report of Abraham If. Ryan. 738 
Raccotirci, La. Affair at, Nov. 25, 1864, near Williamsport. Report of 

Daniel Ullmann. JI39 

Rafety, James L. Mentioned. 171,479 

Rains, Captain. Mentioned. 412 

Rains, Colonel. Mentioned. 451 

Rains, James S. Mentioned. 142,919 

Ralls County, Mo. Operations in. Monroe and RaUt^ (JounUes,Mo. Oper¬ 
ations in. Sept. 11-16^ 1804. » 

Ralph, Thomas. Mentioned. 78 

Raly,-. Mentioned. 798 

Ramsey, Eli. 

Mentioned. 20,302 

Report of expedition from Helena to Kent’s Landing, Ark., Aug. 11-13, 

1864 . 2U 

Ramsey, Prank. Mentioned. 190 

Ramsey, James. Mentioned. 195 

Randolph Coimty, Mo. Operations in, July 23-24, 1864, with skirmishes at 
Allen (23d), and at Huntsville (24tli). Reports of 

Catherwood, Edwin C. 124 

ICnapp, Ebenezer. 12$ 
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Ranaolph, Howard, and Boone Counties, Mo. Operations in, Sept. 15-iy, 

1864, witlx skirmish (16th) at Columbia. Reports of Joseph b! 

Douglass. gQ 2 

Rankin, Louis J. Mentioned. 452 

Ransom, Judge. Mentioned. 45(5 

Ratcliff, Captain, Mentioned. 260 

Rathbun, Elon G. 

Mentioned. 9 Q 7 ^ 924 

Report of o])erations in Mississippi County, Mo., Nov. 5-6,1864, with skir¬ 
mishes at Charleston (5th) and near Sikeston ( 6 th). 907 

Rathbim, George S. Mentioned. 614 

Ratliff, William B. Mentioned. 799 ^ 800,804,806,807 

Ratliff, William B., Mrs. Mentioned. 800,808 

Rauk, Jacob F. Mentioned. 736 

Ray, C. S. Mentioned. 979 

Ray, W. P. Mentioned. 195 

Ray County, Mo. Action in. Fredenclcabunj, Hay County, Mo. Action 
near, July 17, IS04. 

Ray and Carroll Counties, Mo. Operations in, Aug. 12-16,1861, with skir¬ 
mish ( 12 th) at Fredericksburg. Reports of 

Cathorwood, Edwin C. 250 

Fisk, Clinton B. 249,250 

Grimes, John. 251,252 

Henry, Isaac N. *... 252 

Ray borne,-. Mentioned. 175,863 

Raymond, William P. Mentioned. 217 

Raynolds, George, Mentioned. 230 

Real, Martin T. Mentioned. 251 

Rebatein, Matthew. Mentioned. 521,600-602 

Rector’s Farm, Ark. Bkirmish at, Dec, 19,1864. 9 

Redd, O. P. Mentioned. 653 

Red River, N. Mex. ISkirmish on, De.c. 1, 1861. See Indians in Kew Mexico, 
Expedition from Fort Wingate^ N. Mex., against, Hov. ^J-Dec. 10, 

180 f, etc. 

Reed, Alonzo S. Mentioned. 239 

Reed, Moses. 

Mentioned. 21 

Report of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31,18r>4. 19 

Rees, William H. Mentioned. 425 

Reeves, John. Mentioned. 292 

Reeves' Mill, Mo. Skirmish at, Nov. 19,1864. See Patter^fon, IVayne County, 

Mo. Expedition from Cape Girardeau to, Nov. 10-^5, 1SG4, etc. 

Regan, Dr. Mentioned. 238 

Reiff, A. V. Mentioned. 641,647 

Remington, S, Pierre. 

Correspomlenee with John S. Scott. 216 

Mentioned. 214,215,881,882 

Reports of 


Doyal's Plantation, La. Affair at, Aug. 5,1864 . 216,217 

Remount Camp, Ark. Skirmish near, Aug. 5,1864. Report of Lyman G. 

Willcox... 213 

Republiceua River, Hans. Scout on, Aug. 19-24, 1864. Report of William 

Booth. 265 
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Resolute, Steamer. Attack on, Oct. 11,1864. on the White River, uear (Uarcu- 

don, Ark. Report of Christopher C. Andrews. 884 

Reves, Timothy. Mentioned. 641,924 

Reynolds, Cory don. Mentioned. 

Reynolds, George D. Report of scout from Vidalia to the York Plantation, 

La., Oct. 26-27,1864. 893 

Reynolds, James H. Mentioned. 12 

Reynolds, Joseph J. 

Correspondence with Elias S. Dennis. 890 

Mentioned. 275,289,511,519,528,852,879,880 

Reynolds, Thomas C. 

Correspondence with Price Court of Inquiry. 718 

Mentioned. 318,375,714,718,719 

Reynolds, William. Correspondence with Robert R. Livingston. 837 

R. Graham, Steamer. Mentioned. 44,903 

Ribble, Henry H. Mentioned. 830,833,838,841,842 

Rice,-. Mentioned. 984,985, 1005 

Rice, Alexander P. 

Reports of scouts from Helena to Alligator Bayou, Ark. 

Sept. 9-14,1864..... 759 

Sept. 22-28,1864 . 816 

Oct. 1-4,1864 . 851 

Mentioned. 172 

Rice, Oscar A. Mentioned. 810 

Rice, William P, Mentioned. 279 

Rice, Port. See Fort Bice, 

Richards, J. Mentioned. 5t>l 

Richardson, Dr. Mentioned. 294 

Richland, Ark. 

Scout from Pine Bluff to, Deo. 24-25,1864, with skirmish (24 th) near iii<‘h- 

land. Report of Thomas Stevenson. 1003 

Skirmish at, Sept. 6,1864 . 5 

Skirmish near, Dec. 24,1864. See Eichland, Ark, Scout from Bine Bluff to, 

Dec. 24-25, 1864, etc. 

Richland Creek, Ark. Skirmish at, Aug. 16, 1864. See Southoenf Mimoitri 
and Norfhivestern Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 15-i4, 1864, etc. 

Richmond, Harry. Mentioned. 957 

Richmond, Mo. Skirmish near, July 8,1864. Report of Clinton B. Fisk_ 64 

Riohwoods, Mo. Skirmish at, Oct. 4,1864. See Brice's Afis^onri /(Jjcpediiion, 

Aug. 29-Dec. i, ISGi. Beiiort of Afontgomerg, ]>. 455. 

Ricketts,-. Mentioned. 968 

Ridge, J. Mentioned. 070 

Ridgely, Mo. Capture of, Oct. 16,1864. See Price's Missouri Expedition, Jug. 
29-Dec. 2,1864. Report of JEarding, p. 432. 

Riely, John W. Mentioned. 122 

Rigg, EdwinA. Meutionod. 195 

Riggs, Riley B. Mentioned. 262,263,267,386,409,414 

Ringer, Cord. Mentioned. 74 

Rinne, William, Mentioned. 997 

Ripley County, Mo. Scout from Patterson to Bullalo Creek in. St‘e Buffalo 
Creek, in Ripley, Mo. Scout fronts Baiterson to, July 8-12, 1864. 

Risdon, Orlando C. Report of attack on Union transport, on the White 

River, near Saint Charles, Ark., Oct. 22,1864 . 890 

Ritchey, James M. Mentioned. 194 
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Ritchie, Andrew J. Mentioned..... 

Ritchie, John. Alenl ioned. 340,484,506,507,520,526,558 

Rittei, John F. 

Itinerary of operatiouw in Arkansas, Oct, 1-31,1864 . 854 

Meul ioned. 853-855,858,860,897 

R(‘ports of 

Arkansas. Operations in, Oct. 1-31,1864 . 854 

I^entou, Ark. S<*oiit from Little Koek to, Sept. 6-7,1864 . 742 

Central Arkansas. Operations in, Nov. 1-30,1864 . 897 

Roanoke, Mo. Skirmish near, Sept. 10,1864. Reports of 

Fisk, Clinton B. 759,760 

Kiu^jf, Austin A., jr. 760 

Robbins, Josephus. Mentioned. 997 

Robbins, Samuel M. IMontioued. 238 

Robbins, William. Mentioned. 923 

Roberts, Cyrus M. 

Mentioned. 479,483,484,491,520,526,562-565 

Report of Price’s Missonii Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864. 566 

Roberts, Dennis W. Mentioned. 918 

Roberts, James M. Mentioned. 433 

Roberts, Jeannie, Steamer. Mentioned. 463 

Roberts, Ii. F. M(‘utioned.t. 198 

Roberts, Saimiel E. Mentioned. 76,188 

Roberts, Thomas. Mcmt ion(‘<l.-.r. 815 

Roberts, William Y. M(‘ntion(‘d. 484,491,496,520 

Robertson, Frank S, Mentioned. 693 

•Rohiej -. Mentioned. 994 

Robinson, Captain. Mentioned. 186 

Robinson, Abram W. Mcmtioned. 278 

Robinson, F. L. Mentioned. 483,567 

Robinson, George T, 

M*‘ntion(ul.1.‘i'73,478,482,484,520,550,597 

Report (d‘ Pric(‘’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dee. 2,1864 . 546 

Robinson, W. C. Mentioned. 225 

Robinson, W’illiam. Mentioned. 

Rocheport, Mo. Skirmishes near. 

Aiig.20,lK(il. ^ 

Aug. 28,1864. Ke])orts of 

Argo, William. 

Parke, .losepii. 

Pleasonton, Alfred. 

Sejit. 3,1861. Repoit of Clinton H. Fisk. 

S(‘pt. 23, 1861. S(‘e Prlve^H Mhmuri JCxpeditioHj Jay. 1S04. lie- 

IHivh of 

Doii^dasH, Jos(‘pli li Pisk, Olmton B. * Stauber, TUaddoas J. 

I)pap<s', bamol M. 

Kodgers, Hiram C. Mentioned. ^ 

Rodgers, J. B. ..^ 

Rodgers' Crossing, Ark. Skirmihli at, Sept. U, 1864. See EimUviJU, Ark. 

Scout from FaycUvriUc to. Sept 1864j etc. 

Roe, Roberts. Mentioned. 

Rogan, JamesW. Mentioned.....7*%'* 

Rogers, Andrew W. Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. -9-Dec. 

2^1804 . 
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Pag^. 

Hogers, Henry C. 

Mentioned. 

Report of expedition against Sionx Indians in Dakota Territor,\, tiuly 25- 

Oct.8,1864. 170 

Rogers, John B. Reports of 

Cape Girardeau, Mo. Skirmisb near, Dec. 14,1864, in the Cypress KSwanip. 091 

Caruthersville, Mo. Skirmish near, Dec. BO, 18()4. 1006 

Cherokee Bay, Ark., and Saint Francis River. Expeditions from Cape 

Girardeau and Dallas, Mo., to, Dec. 20,1864-Jan. 1,1805. 997 

Little River, New Madrid County, Mo. Skirmish on, Dec. 18, 1864. 997 

New Madrid, Mo. ‘ Skirmish near, Dec. 3,1864. 980 

Rogers, J. W. Mentioned. 707,798 

Rohrer, Philip. Mentioned. 75 

Roll of Honor. (Union.; Pricers Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-De(*. 2, 1801.. 519 

RoUa, Mo. 

Expedition to Licking, Texas County, from. See lAcJcinifj Texas Coitnh/, 

Mo, JSxpedition from Holla to, Nov. 5-9, J8(J4, etc. 

Skirmishes at. 

Aug.d, 1864 . 3 

Nov. 1,186i. 7 

Rolston, William P. Mentioned. 251 

Rood,-. Mentioned. i!532 

Rork, George. Mentioned. 1002 

Rose, Robert H. Mentioned. 30,167,170 

Rosecrans, George W. Mentioned. 839 

Rosecrans, William S. 

Correspondence with 

Brown, Egbert B. 56,350,305 

Curtis, Samuel R. 467,473,475,470,470,492,504,511,514 

Fisk, Clinton B. 420 

Pleasonton, Alfred. IU2 

Mentioned. 53,193, 254,255,272,317,318, 

329,337-330,342,361,365,374,377, 404, 418-423,427, 131, 115, 110, 150-152. 
404-467, 170,472-476,479,484,485, 487,491, 492,494, 501-500,510-516, 519, 
523,524,528,529,540,546-550, 573, 574,578,580, 015, 017, 024, 090, 696, 853 

Report of Price's Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864. 307 

Rosedale, La. Skirmish near, Sept. 15,1864. See Taussa li'nur, La. 

tionfrom Morejansa to, Sept. 15-17,18(ti, efe. 

Rose Hill, Mo. Skirmish near. See Cnsp^s Mill, on BUj ('reel, Uo. Seont to, 

Aug. 85-30, 1804, etc. 

Rosenbrook, John D. Mentioned... 278 

Ross, Edmimd G. Mentioned. 477, 178, 520,543,593, 595,765 

Ross, George R. Mentioned. 881 

Roush, Morris G. Mentioned. 923 

Royston, William H. Mentioned. 360 

Ruark, Ossias. Mentioned. 193 ,195 

Riibey, Charles W. Mentioned. {{93 

Rudd, Captain, Mentioned. 406 

Ruley, Robert P. Mentioned. 364 

Rush, James L. Mentioned. 405 

Rusk, Captain. Mentioned. 76 

Rusk, David V. Mentioned. 

Russell^ Roderick D. Mentioned. 455,456 
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Page. 

Russellville, Ark. Scout from Lewisburg to. See Norrisioivn and Enseell- 
viUe^ Ark, Scout from Leiviahurg tOj Sept. 9 - 12 , 1864, etc. 

Russellville, Mo. Skirmish at, Oct. 9,1864. See Pnc^e Missouri Eocpedition, 

Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864, Reports of 

Clark, Joliu B., jr. Greene, Colton. Phelps, John E. 

Gravely, Joseph J. Montgomery, "William C. P. 

Rutherford,-. Mentioned. 293 

Rutledge, Mo. Skirmish at, Aug. 4, 1804. See Soutlnvest Missouri. Oper¬ 
ations in, Aug, 1-28, 1864, etc. 

Ryan, Abraham H. 

Mentioned.\. 235,901 

Reports of 

Arkansas. Operations in, July 1-31, 1864. 13,14 

Beatty^s Mill, Ark. Skirmish near, Sept. 1, 1864. 735 

Central Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 9-15, 1864, with skinuishes .. 236 

Cypress Creek, Perry Comity, Ark. Skirmish near, Dee. 1,1864. . 974 

Port Smith, Ark. Expedition from Lewisburg to, Nov. 5-23, 1864, 

with skirmishes. 910 

Lewisburg, Ark. Operations in the vicinity of. Sept. 6-8, 1864, with 

skirmishes at Norristown (6th) and near Glass Village (8th).. 743,744 
Norristown and Russellville, Ark. Scout from Lewisburg to. Sept. 9- 

12, 1864, with skirmishes. 758 

Perry County, Ark. Skirmish in, Dec. 3,1864 . 989 

Quitman, Ark. Skirmish near, Sept. 2,1864. 738 

Yell County, Ark. Scout in, with skirmishes, July 23-Aug. 11,1864.. 131 

Ryder, Captain. Mentioned. 530,921,923 

Ryland, Judge. Mentioned. 66 

Sacramento Mountains, N. Mex. 

Skirmish at, Aug. 26,1864. See Fort Sumner, JV. Mex. Scouts from, Aug. 3- 
Nov. 4, 1864, etc. 

Scout in, Oct. 13-21,1864. Report of Francis McCabe. 886 

Saint Charles, Ark. Attack on Union transport near. See White River, Ark. 
Attack on Union transport on, Oct. 22,1804, etc. 

Saint Charles, La. Skirmish at, Oct. 5, 1864 . 7 

Saint Francis River. Expeditious from Cape Girardeau and Dallas, Mo., to. 

See Cherokee Bay, Ark., and Saint Francis River. Expeditions from 
(Utpe Girardeau and Dallas, Mo., to, Dec. 20 , 1864-Jan. 4, I 860 . 

Saint Francois County, Mo. Scout in, Oct. 9,1864, with skirmishes. Re¬ 
port of Madison Miller. 883 

SeUe, JohnB. For coriesi)oudence as Military Secretary, see Braxton Bragg. 

Salina, Kans. Scout to Mulberry Creek from. See Mulberry Creek, Fans. 

Seoul from Salina to, Aug.8-11,180L 
Saline County, Mo. 

Operations in. Sec La Fayette, Saline, and JSoward Comities, Mo. Oper¬ 
ations in Aug. 13-22, 1864, etc. 

Scout in, Aug. 6-9,1864, with skirmishes (7th) at Arrow Rock. Report of 

Bazel F. Lazear. 219 

Salisbury, Mo. Expedition from Brooklield to. See Brunswick, Keytesville, 
and Salisbury, Mo. Expedition from Brookfield to, Nov. 16-23, 

1864. 

Sallee, James H. Mentioned. 394 

Salomon, Edward. Mentioned. 139 

For correspondence, etc., see Wisconsin, Governor of. 
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Vaga 

Samburn, Lewis F. Mentioned. S()7-871,874,878 


San Andres Mountains, N. Mex. Affair in the, Aug. 12, 1864. 

Comniuuicatioii from Clarence El. Bennett. 248 

Report of Henry A. Greene. 247 

Sanborn, George L. Report of acout on the South Platte River, Colo.Tiu-., 

July 17-28, 1864. 73 

Sanborn, John B. 

Correspondence with 

Curtis, Samuel R. f>16 

Pleasonton, Alfred. 513 

Itineraries of operations in Southwest Missouri. 

July 18-23,1864, wnth skirmishes near Maysville, Ark. (20th;, and near 

Carthage, Mo. (21st). 76 

Aug. 1-28, 1864, with skirmishes at Diamond Grove Prairie (1st), at 
Rutledge (4th), near Enterprise and at Buffalo Creek (7th). 193 


Menti oiled.124,196,308,309,311-314,316, 

318,319, 329,331,336-342,344,345,349,351,354, 357-359, 3(4,370, 375,376, 
382,393,407,408,411-413,419,420,451,460,461,467, 475, 491, 493-496,500- 
502, 505-516, 519, 528, 534,538,539, 541,546,556,559,565, 573,577, 615,624 


Reports of 

Hartville, Mo. Skirmish at, Aug. 11,1864 . 240,241 

Polk County, Mo. Skirmish in, Aug. 28, 1864 . 301 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864. 385,393 

Southwest Missouri. Operations in. 


July 18-23,1864, with skirmishes near Maysvill(‘, Ark, (20th), ami 


near Carthage, Mo. (21st). 75 

Aug. 1-28, 1864, with skirmishes at Diamond Gfovo Prairie (Ist), 
at Rutledge (4th), near Enterprise and at Buffalo Creek (7th).. 193 

Southwest Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas. Operatiotis in, Aug. 

15-24, 1864, with skirmishes at Carrollton, Ark. (loth), ou 

Riqjiland Creek, Ark. (16th), and at Mud Town, Ark. (24iih)- 201 

Sanchez,-. Mentioned.-. 204,206,208 

Sand Creek, Colo. Ter. 

Engagement with Indians ou, Nov. 29,1864. 

Communications from 

Chiviugton, John M. 950 

Evans, John. $)63 

Conduct of troops under command of John M. Chivinglou in. Stal(‘- 
ments of 

Cameron, James D. 970 

Clarke, R.W. 972 

Colley, Samuel G. 9()9 

Cossitt, Chauncy M. 971 

Hill, Reuben A. 971 

Louderback, David H. 97 :i 

Minton, William P. 971 

Smith, Johns. 964 

Reports of 

Anthony, Scott J. 951-953 

Bo wen, Leavitt L. 957 

Chivington, John M.. 94 g 

Croe, Theodore G. 958 

Dunn, Clark. 955 

Kennedy, Judson J. 954 

Sayr, Hal. 957 
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Page. 

Sand Creek, Colo. Ter.—roiitinuecl. 

Engageineut with Indians on, Nov. 29, 1864. 

Reports of 

8 honp, George L. 956 

Wynhoop, Edward AV. 959 

Skirmish near, Aug. 11, 1864. Reports of 

Baldwin, Horaro W. 239 

Cramer, Joseph A. 238 

Qniuby, Ira. 240 

Wynkoop, Edward W. 237 

Sanders, Ira. Mentione<^. 979 

Sanderson, John P. Mentioned. 130 

Sandoval, Manuel. Mentioned. 208 

Santillanes, Antonio. Mentioned. 867 

Sapp, Willis M. Mentioned. 353,364 

Sara, Bayou. Bee Bayou Sava. 

Satanta. (Indian.) Mentioned. 231,232 

Sayr, Hal. 

Mentioned.,. 949,950 

Report of engagement with Indians on Sand Creek, Colo. Ter., Nov. 29, 

1864 . 957 

Scaggs, J. W. Mentioned. 195 

Scaggs, L. H. Mention<‘d. 195 

Scales, J. A. Meniioned. 787,791 

Scan Bear. (Indian.) Meniioned. 966 

Scatterville, Ark. Skirmish at, July 28, 1861. See Southeast Missouri and 
Kortheasteru Arkansas. Operations in^ July IS-Auy. 6, li^64,etc. 

Schenck, Egbert T. S. M<mtioned. 451 

Schenck, Peter V. Mentioned.. — 316 

Schnable, John A. Mentioned. 642,655,661,662,671-678,919 

Sohoenemann, Rudolph. R<^i)ort of expedition from Helena, Ark., to Back 

Island, in the Mississipjd River, July 13-16, 1864 . 70 

Schonford, -. Mentioned. 975 

Schooley, Isaac M. Mentioned. 265 

Scofield, Hiram. Mentioned. ^90 

Scott,--• Mentioned. 

Scott, G- W. Mentioned. ^ 


Scott, John S. 

CorrespondemMh with 

L<‘e, Ste]>hen IV. ^ 

Remington, S. Pierre. 216 

.. 214-218,274,275,277,992,1003 

Scott, Thomas M. Mentioned.. 

Scott’s Ford, on the Blackwater, Mo. Expedition from Sedalia to, Bept. 

2-4, 1864. Report of William Argo.- 138 

Scudder, Thomas W. Report of expedition from Pine Bluff toward Monti- 
collo, Ark., Sept. 9-11,1864, with skirmishes near Montxcello 

(10th) and at Brewer’s l^ane (11th)... 

Scull, Gideon. Mentioned. 


Searcy, Ark. 

Skirmish at, Sept. 6,1864 


Skirmishes near. 

Aug. 13,1864. See lAttle Med Jtivery Ark. Expedition from lAttleBock 
to^ Aug. O-JGy etc. 

Sept. 13, 1864. Report of Christopher C, Andrews. 
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Searcy and Clinton, Ark. Scout from Devall’s Bluff to, Nov. {>^15, ISIB. 

Communication from Eugene A. Carr. 

Report of Harris S. Greeno. 

Searcy and West Point, Ark. Scout to, July 26-28, 1864. Report of Cliris- 

topher C. Andrews. 

Searcy County, Ark. Skirmish in, July 4,1864. See Opn'aiwufi 

in, July 1-31, 1864. Reports of Sieeh, p. 11; (larLsou, p. 11. 

Searcy, Pairview, and Augusta, Ark. Ex])odition8 fr(>in Little Rock and 
Devall's Blnlf to, Aug. 27-Soi)t. 6, 1864. Reports of 

Graves, William H. 

West, Joseph R. 

Seeurcy, James J. Mentioned. 

Sears, Francis A. Report of expedition from Morganza to tins Atchafalayji 

River, La., Deo. 16-19, 1864 . 

Sears, J. H. Mentioned. 

Sears, John J. Mentioned. 496,520,526,627 

Sedalia, Mo. 

Affair at, Oct. 15, 1864. See JVur’s Missouri Kxpeditiou, Any. lU-Dev. 2, 

1864. Reports of 

Blunt, Janies G. Price, Sterling. PoHCiTaiKs, WilUaiu S. 

Curtis, Samuel K. Queen, Oscar B. ThompHoii, M. Jell', 

Philips, John P. 

Expedition from, to Scott’s Ford, on the Bhu*kwat<T. S<‘(‘ Svott's Ford, on 
the RJachcatcr. Expedition from 8edalUt, Mo., to. Sept, j-f, iS6i. 
Seddon, James A. For correspondence, etc., see fFar Deportment, (\ S. 


Sedgwick, John. Mentioned. 247 

Seelye, Edgar. Mentioned. 522,522 

Selden, Henry R. Mentioned. 812 

Sells, Lewis. Mentioned. 452 

Sewals, Colonel. Mentioned. 291 

Seymour, J. Fenton. Mentioned. 521, <>U 

Shafer, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 926,928 

Shaffer, Alfred. Mentioned. 806 

Shaler, Alexander. Mentioned. 989 

Shaler, James R. 

Mentioned..... 719, 721, 721, 725 

Testimony of. Price Court of Inquiry. 719-724 

Shanklin, John H. Mentioned. 418,445 

Shanks, David. Mentioned.. 287, 288,627,620, 681, 642, 045, 650, ti51, 655. 662, 670-672 

Shannon, Andrew J. Mentioned.. 521, 579 

Shaimon, William H. Mentioned. 787 

Shannon County, Mo. Scout in, July 18-21,1864. Report of' Levi E. Why- 

hark. 74 

Sharp, George R. Mcntione<l. 248 

Shattuck, Warren C. Report of scout Iroin Patficrson t.o Buffalo (‘re<*k, 

Ripley County, Mo., July 8-12,1864. 65 

Shaw,-. Mentioned.. 295 

Shaw, Captain. Mentioned. (552 

Shaw, Major. Mentioned. (577 

Shaw, Joel K. Mentioned. ^15 

Shaw, Joseph. Mentioned. 278 

Shaw, Joseph A. Mentioned. 289 

Shaw, Richard G. Mentioned. 215 

Shelbina, Mo, Attack on, July 26,1864. Report of Clinton B. Fisk. 174 


917 

915 

174 


298 

296 

642 

995 

791 
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Shelby, Joseph O. 

Meniionod.12,14~17,19,23,69,75,76, 

81, 175, 221-224,226,227,240,241,273,280-283,286,297-299,301,307,308, 
312, 313, 318, 364,376,382,383,387,393,396,397,403,431,435,437,438,444, 
445,448,449, 181,483,486,500,509,526,528,544,556, 573,575,584,,585, 607, 
613, 623-639, 642-648, 663, 666,667,670-684,690,691,696,697,700,703-705, 
709-711, 715, 717-710,723, 728, 729, 738, 741, 744, 759,850, 916,918,978,990 


KeporlH of 

ArkaiisuH. ()]>eriiUons in, July 1-31,1864 . 26-28 

Anliloy’N and Jones’ kStalions. Ark. Action at, near DevalFs Bluff, Aug. 

24,1861 . 286 

Kast(‘rn Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 1-5,1864, with skirmish (Ist) at 

Lam])\s riaiitatiou, near Helena. 191 

Little Red River, Ark. Expedition from Little Rock to, Aug. 6-16, 

1861, with skiriuishos at Hickory Plains and Bull Bayou (7th), 
at Hatch's Ferry (9th), near Augusta (10th), and near Searcy 

(I3th). 229 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-J')ce. 2,1864 . 649,652 

Shelly, Erwin Y. Mentioned. 161,162 

Shepherd, Martin. Meut ioned. 688,690 

Shepherd, SamueL Mentioned. 325 

Shepherd, William W. Mentioned. 211 

Sheridan, Philip H. Mentioned. 478 

Sheridan, Thomas. ioned. 806 

Sherman, John T. MiuitioiuMl. 295 

Sherman, Thomas W. 

(k)iT<‘sp<)n<lence with 

Banks, Nathaniel P. 180,319,260,747,757 

(^ameron, Robert A. 181,746,926 

Hall, Alfred 0. 758 

Hurlhut, Stephen A. 946,946 

McutioiU‘d .. 756,926 

Rep<>rt of affair at Doyal’s Plantation, La., Aug. 5, 1864 . 214 

Shermaui, William T. M<‘utioue(l. 113,116,136,192,307,314,662 

Sherry, Byron. Mentioiuul. i^66,469,487,532,616 

Shindler, L. Mentioned. 662 

Shirland, Edmond D. Meiit ioned. 675 

Shoat, James H. Mentioned. '653 

Short, Thomas M. Mentioned. 271 


Shoup, George L. ^ ^ 

Mentioned. 948-950,953,954,958,959 

Report of engagement with Indians on Sand (’reek, Colo. Tor., Nov. 29, 

1864 .-. 

Shrader, Henry. Mentioned.-. 

Shull, Captain. Mentioned.-. ^96 

Shumaker, Oai)tain. Mentioned... 6^6 

Shut-in Gap, Mo. Skirmish in. See Arcadia Valley, Gajf, and 2ron>- 

ton, Mo. Akirmishcfi in, Sepi. S(), 1804. 


Sibley, Henry H. 

. . . * . ; * 

Report of operations against Indians in the District of Minnesota, July 1- 

Oct. .. 

Sidney, Gteorge. Mentioned.%. 

Sienito. (Indian.) Mentioned... 
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Page, 

Sigel, Albert. 

Mentioned. 186,375 

Eeport of skirmiBli near Centreville, Mo., Nov. 12,1864. 919 

Sikeston, Mo. Skirmishes near. 

Sept. 22,1864. See Price's Missouri Bxpediiion, Aug. J9-Pec. S, i. Report 
of Hiller, p. 453. 

Nov. 6,1864. See Mississippi County, Mo. Operations in. Nor. o-fl, 1S(U, < to. 

Silkey, William. Mentioned. 145 

Simmonds, George F. Mentioned... 431,434,435,430 

Simms,-. Mentioned. 456 

Simms, John. Report of expedition from Terre Bonne to Bayou Grand Cail- 
Ion, La., Nov. 19-27, 1864, with affair (23d) at Bayou Grand 

Caniou. 932 

Simonson, Samuel E. W. Mentioned. 327,332,333 

Simonton, Morgan. Mentioned. 117,458-450 

Simpson,-. Mentioned. 862 

Simpson, Benjamin F. Mentioned. 521,538,579 

Simpson, James. Mentioned. 691 

Simpson, John. Mentioned. 977 

• Simpson, Peter. Mentioned. 58 

Simpson, Smith H. Mentioned. 81,82,85 

Simsport, La. Expedition from Morganza to, July .5-7, 1864. R<*poti of 

Edmund J. Davis. 43 

Singleton, H. M. Mentioned. 61 

Sioux; City, Steamer. Mentioned. 121 

Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory. Expedition against, Jtily 2.5-( )ct. 8, 1861. 
Renorts of 

Adams, C. Powell. 173 

Brackett, Alfred B. 161 

Camp, Geoi:ge A. 172 

McLaren, Robert N. 172 

Miner, Nelson. 162 

Pattee, John. 160 

Pollock, Samuel M. 156,158 

Pope, John... 131,133 

Pope, Nathaniel. 161 

. Rogers, Henry C. 170 

Stufft, Christian. 163 

SuUy, Alfred. 111,1 U, 118,150-152,155 

Thomas, Minor T. 16.5,167, 168 

Sir William Wallace, Steamer. Mentioned. 989 

Sitton, Captain. Mentioned. 406 

Sketches. 

Natchez Bayou, La. Expedition to, Aug. 30-Sept. 2,1864, with Hkirmisli 

(Sept. 1) near Gentilly’s Plantation. 733 

Pilot Knob, Mo., and its approaches. Sept. 27, 1864. 708 

Skidmore, James B. Mentioned. 200 

Slack, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 237 

Slayback, Alonzo W.. Mentioned. 449,6^12,6.59-662,66‘l-()68, (>70 

Siemens, W. F. Mentioned. 35.5, .54.5, 624, 627, 637, 639-641,6U>, 617,719 

Slidell, John. Mentioned. 309 

Slinkman, William. Mentioned... 

Slouaker, Jacob A. Mentioned. 520,544,545 

Smiley,-, Mentioned.,.......808 
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Smiley, PhiUp. Moiitioiipa. 392,414,460,461 

Smith,-. (Axizoun.) Mentioned. 984 985 

Smith,-. (Misaonri.) Mentioned.^ 39 ^ 

Smith,-. (Nebraska,) Mentioned. 345 

Smith, Colonel. Mentioned. 

Smith, Alvis. Mentioned. 9 jg 

Smith, Andrew J. 

Corrospondenee with Samuel R. Curtis. 5 O 5 

Itinerary. Priei^’s Missouri Expedition, Auf?. 20-Dec. 2,1864 . 320 

Mentioned. 114,116,307-315,318,320-322,330,340,381,388,389,422, 

115, U7, 148, 162,163,166,505,549,550,573, 623, 624, 628,633,646,653,903 

Smith, Benton. Mentioned. 525 

Smith, De Witt C. Mentioned. 151 

Smith, E. Kirby. 

Congratulatory Orders. 0])eratiouR in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. Ter., 

Sei)t. 11-25, 1864, with actions at Ifay Station, near Fort Gibson 

(16th), and at (‘ahin Creek and PryoFs Creek (19th). 794 

Correa}Km<lenee with 

Adjutant and lnspo<‘tor (xcueraPs Oftice, C. S. A. 88,117,122 

Hlaekhurn, Joseph S. 89 

Bragg, Braxton. 95,119 

Hu(*kiier, Simon B. 110,113,118,120 

Davis, ,J(drerson. 92.102,113,122-124 

J)<»uglas, Ihmry T.91,96,98 

St<‘plien I).89-91 

Price CV>urt of Inquiry. 726 

Price, Sterling. 728 

Taylor, Richard. 90,92-94,97,99,100,103,105,107-111,117 

\Valk(‘r, John . 91,94-96,100,104,106 

War Doi>artmeni, C. S. 123 

Mentioned. 27,89-91,95,96,98,99, 

105, lot), UO, 111 , 113,117,118,120-123,625, 626,701, 702, 726,727, 729,794 

Smith, Q-eorge W. Mentioned. 455,769,771 

Smith, James A. Mentioned. 442,443 

Smith, J. Nelson- 

Memtioned. 54,63,474,475,477,520,526,543,606-608,611 

Keports of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug, 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 611,612 

Smith, John P. Mentioned. 774,775 

Smith, John S. 

Mention(‘d. 964,961,964,972 

fStatenumt of, relating to the conduct of ti'oops under the command of 
,b>hn M. Chivington, at engagement with Indians ou Sand Creek, 

Colo. Ter., Nov. 29,1864 . 964 

Smith, John T. M<mtion(‘d. 582,589 

Smith, John W, Mentioned... 776 

Smith, Joseph. 

Mentioned. 85,873 

Reimrt of scout in Southeastern Arizona, July 6-24,1864-^-. 45 

Smith, Moses W, Mentioned... 642,655,660-663,666-670 

Smith, N. H. Mentioned. 97 

Smith, Peter. Mentioned. 776 

Smith, S, A. Correspondence with Jefferson Davis. 113 

For otht‘r correspondence, see M, Kirby Umith. 

71 R R—VOL XU, FT I 
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Smith, Thomas C. H. Mentioned... 140 

Smith, Tuck. Mentioned.-.262,267,707 

Smith, William. Mentioned. 521,600 

Smith, William J. A. Mentioned. 462 

Smith, Port. See Fort Smith. 

Smithville, Mo. Burning of, Oct. 17,1864 . 304 

Smizer, William, Mentioned... 23 

Smoky T=rin Crossing, Kans. Skirmish near, with Indians, Aug. 16,1864. 
Eeports of 

Blunt, Janies Gr. 263 

Van Antwerp, Jacob. 264 

Smoky gm Pork, Kans. Scout on, Aug. 1-5, 1861. Eoport. of Ihuiry 

Booth. 180 

Smoot, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 701 

Snapp, Lafayette D. Mentioned. 601 

Snelling, George T. 

Mentioned. 226,861-863 

Report of operations in Aikansas, Oct 1-31,1864 . 862 

Snoddy, James D. Mentioned. 572,597,610,620 

Snodgrass, Henry. Mentioned. 886 

Snow, Florentine B. Mentioned. 271 

Snyder^ John H. Mentioned. 202 

Sonora, Mexico, Governor of. Mentioned. 128 

Soule, Silas S. Mentioned. 231,238,050 

South, Blias. Mentioned. 955 

Southeast Missouri and Northeastern Arkansas. Operations in, July 18- 
Aug. 6,1864, with skirmishes at Scattervillo, Ai'k. (July 28), at 
Osceola, Ark. (Aug. 2), and at Elk Chute, Mo. (Aug. 4). 

Itinerary. Thomas Ewing, jr. 77 

Reports of John T. Burris. 78,79 

Southeastern Arizona. Scout in, July 6-24,1864. Report of Joseph Smith. 45 

Souther, Louis. Mentioned. 975 

South Platte River, Colo. Ter. Scout on, July 17-28,1864. Report of George 

L. Sanborn. 73 

Southwestern New Mexico. Expedition to, July 23-Oct. 10, 1864. Report 

of Nelson H, Davis. 125 

Southwest Missouri. Operations in. 

July 18-23, 1864, with skirmishes near Maysville, Ark. (20th), htuX in^ar 
Carthage, Mo. (21st). 

Itinerary. John B. Sanboni. 76 

Reports of 

Allen, John D. 76 

Powell, James L. 77 

Sanborn, John B. 75 


Aug. 1-28, 1864, with skirmishes at Diamond Grove rrairi<^ (l«t), at Rut¬ 
ledge (4th), near Enterprise and on Buffalo Croek*(7th). 


Itinerary. John B. Sanborn. 103 

Reports of 

Burch, Milton... 104,106 

Gravely, Joseph J. 108 

Sanborn, John B. 19S 




































INDEX: 


1123 


Pajie. 

Southwest Missouri and Northwestern Arkansas. Operations in, Aug. 

15->24:, 1864, wiili skiriiiishes at Carrollton, Ark. (15tli), on Rich¬ 
land Creek, Ark. (16th), and at Mud Town, Ark. (24th). Re¬ 
ports of 

Bishop, Albert W . 261 

Sanborn, John B. 261 

Sparks, Colonel. Mentioned. 799 

Sparks, George. Mentioned. 360 

Speed, Frederic. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Thomas ir. Slimmian. 

Spioely, William T. Mentioned. 801,805,808, 809,993-996 

Spiva, Jonas B. Mentioned. 12 

Springfield, Mo. 

Exi)odition to Fort Smith, Ark., from. See Fort Smithy Ark. Fxjoedition 
from Springficldy Mo,y to, Xor. 5-16, ISHi, He. 

Scout to Huntsville and Yellville, Ark., from. See Hiinlsmlle and Ytlh 
viUe, Ark. Scant from Springfdd, Mo., to, Nov. 11-21, 1864, etc. 

Squires,-. Mentioned. 889 

Stackpole, B. M. Mentioned. 789,791 

Stafford, Edward. Mentioned. 462 

Stafford, William L. Mentioned. 378 

Stall, Henry V. Mentioned. 409 

Stallard, D. R. Mentioned. 641, 682 

Stanley, Alexander. Mentioned. 445 

Stanley, John L. Mentioned. 323 

Stanley, Joseph. 

Mentioned. 426,427 

Reports of scout in Chariton County, Mo., July 27-30, 1864, with skirmishes 
(30th) on the Chariton Road, near Keytesville, and at Union 

(Jhureh. 178 

Stanton, Edwin M. Mentioned. 40,41,137,519,809,963 

Stark, William H. Mentioned. 532 

Starlight, Steamer. Mentioned. 995,996 

State Department, C. S, OoiTespondence with 

Davis, Jefferson. 121 

Levy, William M. 120 

State Line, Mo. Action at, Oct. 22, 1864. See Priced Missouri Fx})€dition, 

Aug. 29-Dec. 2, 1S64. Reports of 

Blunt, James (i, Jackinaii, Sidney I). Shelby, Joseph 0. 

Curtis, Samuel R. Jonm«on, Charles R. Thompson, M. Jeff 

Bunt, Rohort. H. Moonlight, Thomas. 


See also Curtis to Fosccrans, p. 492; Curtis to Halteek, pp. 492,493. 


Stauber, Thaddeus J. 

Mentioned.415,441 

Report of Pricers Missouri Expc<lition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864. 441 

Steck, Michael. Mentioned. 943 

Steele, Frederick:. 

Corr(‘8pondence with 

Carr, Eugene A. 863,898,902,917 

Crooks, William. 271 

Mentioned. 17,68, 


69, 89, 96, 114-116, 122, 123, 190, 192, 227, 240,281,282, 285,314,327,396, 
398,466,511, 518,519, 523,528, 644,650,744, 756,764,769,858,861,863,898 
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Steele, Frederick—Continued. 

Reports of 

Arkansas. Operations in. 

July 1-31, 1864. 11 

Oct. 1-31, 1864. 852, 853 

Ashley’s and Jones’ Stations, Ark. Action at, near Devall’s BluiV, 

Aug. 24, 1864 . 28C 

Little Red River, Ark. Expedition from Little R<)<*k to, Aug. 6-16, 

1864, ’with skirmishes at Hickory I’lains and Hull Bayou (7th), 
at Hatch’s Ferry (9tli), near Augusta (10th), and near Scaicy 

(13th). 221 

Steele, William J. 

Mentioned. 730, 731,718 

Report of expeditious to Grand Lake, Grand River, Lake Fausse Pointe, 
Bayou Pigeon, and Lake Natchez, La., Sept. 7-11, 1861, with 

aflair (8th) at Lahadieville. 718 

Steelville, Mo. Affair at, Aug. 31,1864. Reports of John McNeil. 731 

Steen [?],-. Mentioned. 737 

Steger, James H. Menti«)ned. 315 

Stein, George W. Mentioned. 42 

Steinmetz, S- W. Mentioned. 431,437 

Stephens, John W. 

Mentioned. 285 

Report of skirmish at Hay Station No. 3, near Brownsville, Ark., July 30, 

1864. 183 

Stephens, Robert J. D. Mentioned. 738,733 

Stephens, William H, Mentioned. 83 

Stephenson, Marshall L. Mentioned. 714 

Sternes, Henry S. Mentioned. 75'? 

Stevens, Bill. Mentioned. 802 

Stevens, William. Correspondence with Braxton Bragg. 103 

Stevenson, James. Mentioned. 027,032,033 

Stevenson, Thomas. (Captain.) Mentioned. 767,760,775 

Stevenson, Thomas. (Lieutenant.) 

Mentioned. 755 

Report of scout from Pino Bluff to Ricdiland, Ark., Dec. 21-25, 1861, with 

skirmish (24th) near Richland. 1003 

Stevenson, Thomas B. 

Mentioned. 820,830,832 

Report of operations against Indians in Nebraska and Colorado, Sept. 20- 

Nov. 30, 1864. 843 

Steward,-. Mentioned. 51 

Stewart, Sergeant. Mentioned. 864 

Stewart, Levi F. 

Mentioned. 77 ^ 

Report of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31,1861. 25 

Stirman, Ras. Mentioned. 613,707,815 

Stockwell, A. Jerome. Mentioned. 82,83,85,8(; 

Stoddard, John C. Mentioned. 13,16-15 

Stone, B. W. Mentioned. 288 

Stoner,-. Mentioned.:... 271 

Storms. (Indian.) Mentioned. Pli; 

Storz, Lewis. Mentioned.*801,915 

Stotts, Green C. Mentioned. 7JJT 

Straw, Philander W. Mentioned ..,. ^.. -.. r - .. 772,776 
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T*a.§e 

Strayhorn, S. M. Mentioned. 789-791 

Street, Jolm. Mentioned. ^ 

Street, Joseph. Mentioned. 

Strengrth of Troops. See Organizailon, Streugth, etc. 

Struthers, William H. Correspondence with Henry Booth. 234 

Stuart, James. 

Mentioned. ..— —............ 222 223 225—2*^8 

Keport of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31,1864. 15 

Stubblefield, William. Mentioned. 

Stufft, Christian. Report of expediHon against Sioux Indians in Dakota 

Terrii ory, J uly 25-Oct. 8,1861. 103 

Sturgeon, Isaac H. Correspondouce with D. II. Fitch. 743 

Sturgis, Samuel D. Mentioned. 999 

Suess, Henry. 

Mentioned. 53,56,255,338,342,413,527 

Report of operations in Western Missouri, July 6-30,1864. 5 ^ 

Sugar Loaf Prairie, Mo. Scout from ()zark to. See Dubuque ('rof,slu(/ and Sugar 
Loaf Prame^ Mo. Scout from Ozarl' to, Jug. SS-20,1SG4. 

Sullins, John. 

Mentioned. 395 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 2y-Dee. 2,1864. 369 

Sully, Alfred. 

MentioiKMl. 37-39,131-138,140,156,157,165,166,168,169,172,795 

Reports of (‘X))cditioii against Sioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25- 

< )<*t. 8,1864. 141,144* 148,150-152,165 

Summers, Benjamin J. Report of e.xpedition from Movganza to the Atcha- 

* falaya River, La., Dee. 16-19,1864 . 995 

Summers, Robeit. M<Mition<‘d. 453 

Summers, Samuel W, M<mtionod. 344,826,834 

Sumner, Port. Se(‘ Port Sumner. 

Surget, Eustace. Mentioned. 92,96,104 

Surridge, James. M(‘nti<m(‘d. 638 

Sutherland, David M. M<‘ntioned. 772 

Sutherland, Thomas B. Meat ioued. 76,188,410 

Sutter, John J. M(Mition<‘(l. 375,376,395 

Sutton, James T, Mentioned. 924 

Swain, J. D., Steamer. Mentioned. 756 

Swan, John R. Mention(‘d. 302,889 

Swan, Joseph H. Mcmtioned. 983 

Sweet, George H. Mentioned. 885 

Switzler, Theodore A. 

Mcntiouod... 346,421 

Report of aOair at TusiMimhia, Mo., Dec. 8,1864 . 984 

Sycamore Springs, Ariz. Skirmishat, Jan. 1,1865. Hca CentralJrizona. Ex- 
pedition againnt fndUtns Dee. 30, ISOi-Jan. 1,1805, etc. 

Sykes, George. 

Mentioned. 524,572 

R<^port of operations in the Cherokee Nation,Ind.Ter., Sept. 11-25,1864, 
with a<dionH at Hay Station,near Fort Gihson (16th), and at 

(hihiu (Jreek and Pryor’s Creek (19th). 704 

Taber, Ira I. Mentioned.521,593,595 

Taoke, Adolph. 

Mentioned. 924 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864.: 464 
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Vdfce. 

Tackett,-* Mentioned. 

Tahkahokuty Mountain, Dak. Ter. Action at tlH‘, July 28, 1864. See 
tSioHX hidlans In Dakota Tm'itori/. ExpedWon against, July ^5- 
Oct. S, 1S64. All reports pertaining thereto, 

Ta-la-lah. (Indian.) Mentioned. 767,769 

Talbot, Presley. Mentioned. 956,957 

Taunahill, William C. Mentioned. 851 

Tanner, Samuel. Mentioned. 991,997 

Taos, Mo. Hcoiit to, July 19,1864. JJ estern Missouri. Operations in, July 

B-30,1864. Deport of Goss^ p. 63. 

Tappan, JohnEI. Mentioned. 815 

Tarlton, Elisha W. Mentioned. 864 

Taylor,-. Mentioned. 988 

Taylor, Caxitain. Mentioned. 188,801 

Taylor, Amos. Mentioned. 776 

Taylor, Benjamin, jr. Mentioned. 940 

Taylor, Benjamin Ii. Mentioned. 12 

Taylor, C. M. 

Correspondence with Price Court of Inquiry. 730,721 

Mentioned. 721 

Taylor, Pletch. Mentioned. 233,250,251,253,255,258,259,761 

Taylor, Isaac. Mentioned. 990 

Taylor, John M. Mentioned. 776 

Taylor, Joseph S. Mentioned. 373,874 

Taylor, Richard. 

Correspondence with 

Bragg, Braxton. 109, fl8,120,121 

Buckner, Simon B.Ill, 118,119 

Lee, Stephen D... 90 

Smith, E. Kirby. 90,92-94,97,99,100,103,105,107-111,117 

W alker, J ohn G. 110 

Mentioned. 88-96,99,100,102-106,108,110,113-123,781,999 

Staff. Announcement of. 96 

Taylor, T. T. 

Mentioned. 724,726 

Testimony of. Price Court of Inquiry. 724-726 

Taylor, William M, Mentioned. 787 

Teale, James E. 

Mentioned. 185 

Report of skirmish near Pine Blutf, Ark., July 30, 1864 . 183 

Teel, James E. Mentioned. 753 

Tefift, Jonathan E. Mentioned. 269 

Teflffc, William A. Mentioned. 945,946 

Temple, Charles H. Mentioned. 1S4 

Temple, Philip G. Mentioned. 742 

Templeton, Andrew J. Mentioned. 956,958 

Templeton, William W. Mentioned. 755 

Tensas, Bayou. See Bayou Tensas. 

Terre Bonne, La. Expedition to Bayou Grand Caillou from. So(‘ Bayoa 
Grand Caillou, La. Expedition from Terre Bonne to, Nor. 

1SG4, etc. 

Terrell, Alexander W. Report of operaiions in the vicinity of Morgnn^^a, 

La., Sept. 16-25, 1864, with skinuishes at Willianmport (lC>th), 
at the Atchafalaya River (17tb),aiid at Bayou Alabama and 
Morgan's Ferry (20th) 


810 









































INDEX. 


1127 


Pa^e. 

Test, Edward B. Mentioned. 

Texas County, Mo. Scout in, Sept. 11-21, 1864,'vvith slsirniish (18th) at 
Tlionnusville. Reports ot* 

Char\rcaux, Rerdinand..... gOl 

Laurant, Clement G... ^qq 

Texas Prairie, Mo. Oi>orations on. See Jackson Count}/, Mo, Operations on 
the Texas Frairie hi, Aug, ^5-o0,18G4, 

Texas Troops. IVtoutionod. (Confederate). 

Artillery, Light^Batteries : G-ibson’s, 100; Howell's, 32,33,35,772,785-789, 
792,793; Hynson’s,U)41,089,696; Lee's, 33,34,36; Valverde, 100. 

Cavalry—^atta//o/7S: Wells', 29-33, 35. Companies: Head's, 32, 789,792; 
Welch's, 32, 789,792. Regiments: 1st,289,811; 2d,865; 5th Partisan, 
32,772,789,792; 7th, 776; 19th, 302 ; 21st, 1003 ; 23d, 43, 994 ; 29th, 32, 

772, 776, 787, 789,792; 30th, 32, 772, 776,788-790, 792 ; 31st, 32,772,776, 
789,792; 34th, 289,811; 35th, 811; Border (7?0MWawd's), 884-886. 

Infantry— Battalions: 1st Sharpshooters, 32,33. 

Texas Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

Cavalry— Regiments: 1st, 212,742,808. 

Thacher, Linn K. Mentioned. 12 

Thagan, Thomas. Mentioned.. „ 248,249 

Thatcher, Charles. Mentioned. 939,993 

Thayer, John M. 

Itinerary. Operations in Arkansas, July 1-31,1864. 24 

Mentioned. 114,267,314,396,464,466,513,514,764,820,853 

Rei)ort of operations in Arkausius, July 1-31,1864 . 23 

Thayer, John S. Mentioned. 82 

Theis, Adam. Mentioned. 443 

Thiel, August. Mentioned. 329,333 

Thilenius, Gteorge C. Report of expedition from Cape (iirardeauto Patter¬ 
son, Wayne County, ^lo., Nov. 16-25, 1864, with skirmishes at 
Reeves' Mill (19th), and at Buckskull, Randolph County, Ark. 

(20th). 924 

Thomas, Allen, Mentioned. 93,94,96,100,110,123 

Thomas, Prank. Mentioned. 776 

Thomas, George H. Mentioned. 315 

Thomas, James S. Mentioned. 316 

Thomas, Lorenzo. Mentioned. 217,439,758,962 

Ror <‘orresi)ondence, etc., see AdjutanUGeneruVs Office, U, S. A. 

Thomas, Minor T. 

Mentioned.-. 38,39,135,142,146,158,167-171 

Reports of expedition against Bioux Indians in Dakota Territory, July 25- 

Oet.8,1864. 165,167,168, 

Thomas, Thomas. Mentioned. 23 

Thomas, Wyatt C, Mentioned. 451 

Thomasville, Mo. Bkirmisli at, Bept. 18,1864. Bee Texas Count}/, Mo, Scout 
in, Sept 7S04, etc, 

Thompson, Captain. Mentioned.-. 274,676 

Thompson, Cal. Mentioned.*. 36 

Thompson, Charles. 

Mentioned. 833 

Report of operations against Indians in Nebraska and Colorado, Bept. 29- 

Nov.30,1864 . 8^ 

Thompson, George H. Mentioned. 338,342 

* Formerly Pratt’s l»attci*y. 
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Page. 

Thompson, G. W. Mentioned. *^78 

Thompson, John. 

Mentioned... 

Report of expedition against Indians in Central Arizona, D(^c. 18G1, 

with skirmish (15th) on Hassayampa Creek. 987 

Thompson, John L. Mentioned. *180 

Thompson, Johnson. Mentioned. 779 

Thompson, Joseph. Mentioned. 497,499 

Thompson, Marion. Mentioned. 770 

Thompson, M. Jeff. 

Assignment to command. CG3 

Mentioned. 350,357, 

359,364,383, 402,632,633,635,642,644-646,648,655-664,670,077,701,715 

Reports of Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29-Dec. 2,1864 . 063, 670 

Thompson, S. A. Report of attack on Danville, Mo., Oct. 14,1864 . 888 

Thompson, Smith. Mentioned. 451 

Thompson, William A. Mentioned. 48 

Thoms, Robert S. Mentioned. 316 

Thomson, Clifford. Mentioned. 338,342 

For eorrosxxmdenoe as A. A. A. G,, see Alfred Fleasonion. 

Thornton, John C. Calhoun. Mentioned. 51,53-59,177,233,255,290,427,431 

Thorp, W.N. Mentioned. 670 

Thrailkill, John. 

Corrospondenee with Benjamin F. Poe. 62 

Mentioned. 58,233,251,255,258,415,417,418,424,425,427,429,432,434,890 

Thrall, Eugene S. 

Mentioned. 928 

Report of expedition from Terre Bonne to Bayou Grand Caillou, La., Nov. 

19-27, 1864, with affair (23d) at Bayou Grand Caillou. 932 

Thurber, Charles H. Mentioned.*. 349,385,387,390, 391 

Thurman, David W. Mentioned. 323 

Thurston, Charles. Mentioned. 452 

Tibbetts, H. B., & Co. Mentioned. 291,295 

Tibbetts, Nathaniel. Mentioned. 171 

Tibbits, Henry J. Report of scouts in Jackson and Cass Counti(*K, Mo., Aug. 

25-29,1864, with skirmish (26tli) near Pleasant Hill. 290 

Tidswell, Thomas J. Mentioned. 423 

Tiffin, Clayton. Mentioned. 251-253 

Tilford, Joseph G. 

Mentioned. 855 

Report of operations in Arkansas, Oct. 1-31, 1864 . 860 

Tiok-homma (Red Fine). (Indian.) Mentiono<l. 32 

Tipton, Mo. Attack on, Sept. 1,1864. Report of David W. Wear. 735 

Tisdale, William A. E. Mentioned. 302 

Tobin, W. ,G. Mentioned. 186 

Todd, Dr. Mentioned. 4;18 

Todd, George W. Mentioned. 50-53, 

56,88,188,233,251-257,290,415, 118,429,432,739,745 

Todd, Thomas. Mentioned. 406,432 

Todd, W. H. Mentioned. 928,930 

Tom Morgan, Steamer. Mentioned. 525,538,551,552 

Tompkins, Henry. Mentioned. 977 

Toney, Harvey H. Mentioned. 924 

Toney, John C. Mentioned. 662 
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Page. 

Totten, James, Mentioned ...50,52 

Tracy, J. H. Mentioned. 240,241 

Trader, John W. Mentioned. 343,353 

Trans-Mississippi Department. (Couiederiite.) 

Orders, Geu(‘ral, series 1864— D. H. Cooper: No. 26, 792. Maxey : No. 53, 

30; No. 61,793. £. Kirby Smith : No. 81, 794. 

Orders, Special, series 1864— Drayton: No. 23,195. £. Kirby Smith: Nos. 

58, 81, 701; No. 104, 726; No. 193, 96. 

Treadway, Lieutenant. Meiitioned. 12 

Treat, L. S. JVlentioued... 519,536,579,611 

Tripler, Thomas C. Mentioned. 443 

Triplett, Charles T. Mentioned. 360 

Triplett, James C. Mention<‘d. 360,362 

Tripp, William. Mentioned. 142 

Trotter, Joel. ^Ntentioncd. 445 

Trudeau, Dr. Mentioned. 991 

Truman, Sergeant. Mentioned. 353 

Tucker,-. Mentioned. 935 

Tucker, James. Mentioned. 61 

Tucker, James L. Mentioned. 670 

Tucks, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 589 

Turley, James M. Mentioned.51,388 

Turner, Alexander B. Mentioin^d. 406 

Turner, B. D. M<‘utioned. 699 

Turner, Charles W. Meniioiied. 946 

Turner, John B. M<‘ntioned. 32 

Turner, John C. Mentioned. 955 

i Turner, Samuel, ((^iptain.) Mentioned. 896 

I Tunier, Samuel. (Lieutenant.) Meniioned. 393 

Turner, Samuel E. Mentioned.. 760 

Turney, John W. Mentioned.61,62 

Tuscumbia, Mo. AOair at, Dee. 8,186i. Keport ot* Tlieodore A. Sv itzler_ 984 

Tuttle, Merrill S. M<‘utioued. 826 

Tuxson, John. Mentioned. 776 

Twining, Edward H. Mentioned. 804 

Twiss, Edward. M<‘niioned. 552,553 

Twist,-. Mentioned. 776 

Two Bears. (Indian.) Mentioned. 150 

Two Pace. (Indian.) Mentioned. 243 

Tycoon, Steamer. Mentioned. 889 

Tyler, Charles H. 

Mentioned. 526, 624, 036, 640,642,647,648,705,719,722 

Report of Price’s Missouri Expedit ion, Aug. 29-De<*. 2,1864 . 700 

Tyler, George. Mentioned. 360,362 

Tyler’s Mills, Big River, Mo. )Skirinish at, Oei. 7,1864. See Price’s Missouri 
PjjcpediHon^ Ann. Seti report of Monigomerij, 

p.456. 

XTllmann, Daniel. 

Mentioned. 179 

Reports of 

Morganza, La. 

Skirmishes at, Nov. 23,1864. 935,936 

Skirmish near, Dee. 4,1861, ou the New Texas Road. 981 

Racctmrei, La. Aliair at, Nov. 25,1864, near Williamsport... 939 
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Page. 

Union, Mo. Skirmisli at, Oct. 1,1864. Seo PHce'n Mlsaonn Expedition, Amj. 
:i9’-Dec. 1804, IleporU of 


Burbridge, John Q. 
Clark, John B., Jr. 
Daviea, J. T. 


(lr6on<3, Ooltoji. 
Juckiaan, Sidnoy B. 


Ijiiwtlior, Robert R. 
Price, Sterling. 


Union Church, Mo. Skirmish at, July 30, 1864. See ('haeiton County, Mo. 

Scout in, July 37-30,1804, etc. 

Union, Port. See Union. 

Union Mills, Mo. Skirmish near, Camden Point and Union Mills, Mo, 
SUnnishes near, July 33,1804. 

Union Troops. 

Casualties. Keturus of. Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug. 29“I)ec. 2, 

1864 . 344,393,439,443 

Mentioned. 

Colored, 

Artillery, Heavy— Regiments .* 6th, 893. 

Artillery, Light-^^e^r/me/tts : 26. {Batteries), 0,211,242; E, 12,13, 

16-18,20,22,23,302,817. 

Cavalry— Regiments: 3d, 295,296. 

Infantry—/?e5r//we/7fs.* 18th, 44; 53d, 890,891; 56th, 12,18,16-18, 
20,22,302 ; 60th, 12,13, 16-18,20, 22, 241, 242, 302, 759, 81 (J, 817; 

62d, 439,743 ; 63d, 800; 67th, 743; 75th, 805; 81st, 211; 92d, 

805; 93d, 198,199,892,926,927. 

Regulars. 

Cavalry—/?e^//we/7fs; 1st, 247; 3d, 224, 227, 228, 819,855, Htil, 865, 

899, 944; 4th, 276. 

Infantry— /?e5'/me/7ts ; 5th, 886,1004. 

Volunteers. 

Infantry— Regiments : 1st, 40,152,155, 

For Volunteers, see respective States. 

Updegraff, Joseph. Mentioned. S13 

Updegraff, W. W. Mentioned. 022 

Upshaw’s Farm, Barry County, Mo. Skirmish at, Oct. 29,1861. See PrieCs 
Missouri Expedition, Aug. 39-Dec. 2, 1804. Biports of 
Cameron, Hugh. Montgomery, Samiid. Sanborn, John JJ. 


Ury, J. C. Mentioned. 


890 

964 

6 

462 

936 

Usher, John P. Mentioned. 


Vaohe Grass, Ark. Skirmish at, Sept. 26,1864. 

Vahlkamp, Frederick. Mentioned. 


Vallade, Anthony D. Mentioned. 


Valley Station, Colo. Ter. Skirmish near, Oct. 10,1864. 
Chivinffton. _ 

Ro])oi*t of John M. 

Van Antwerp, Jacob. Report of skirmish with Indians near Smoky Hill 

Crossing, Kans., Aug, 16,1864. 

Van Buren, Ark. Skirmishes at. 

264 

July 7,1864. 


1*1 

Aug. 12,1864... 


XX 

Vance, Lieutenant. Mentioned. 


o 

4.33 

Vance, Duncan M. Mentioned. 

52(' 55‘ 

*xOO 

i 611 

Van Duyn, Augustus C. Mentioned... 

. 5bR 

a, UJtX 

554 

Van Horn, John. Mentioned. 


77fi 

Vann, C. N. Mentioned. 

7<i7 7(W 

1 7U1 

Vann, John. Mentioned. 


f, IVL 

T 7Q1 

Vansant, Daniel. Mentioned. 


r, 

253 
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^auaickle^ Caiptaiii. Meiitionod.* *.. 

7ansickler, Abram B. MiMitiouod. 353, 358,363,364,738,8U 

/anValkenburg, Dudley. Mentioned. 521 600 

iTau Valkenburgh, Gr. S. M(‘Titioned. 526 

/aughau, Johu* Moutiouod. 39 g 

7aughan, Richard C. Mentioned. 345 

7eale, George W. Mentioned. 529 

7era Cruz, Mo. Skirmish nt, Nov. 3,1864. 7 

7erona, Miss. En^mgemeiit iit, Dec. 25,1861. See Mobile and Ohio liailroad. 

ExpeciHion from Memphiff,^ Tenu., to destroy, Dee. 1864-Jan. 5 
/<W/7, etc. 

(Tersailles, Mo. Adair at, ,I uly 13,1864. See Jf^eatern Missouri. Operations in 
July Ci-SOy 18ii4. lUport of Jirown^ p. 50. 

(Tidal'a, Da. 

Scout to York I'hiutatioii from. See York Plantaiion, La. Scout from Vi- 
dulia tOy Oct. JS04. 

Skirmish near, July 22,1864 . 2 

Vincent, Frederick R. Meutiou<*d. 44,78,884 

W^iut,-. Mentioned. $57 

7ittum, David S. Meidioiied. 596 

7‘ivien, Harvey J. Mentioned . 662 

WTachsman, Albert. Mentioned... 354 

Waddell, Alfred. Mentioned. 685,689 

Waddell, H. A. Mentioned. 851 

Wagoner, Seymour W. Mentioned. 49,50,52 

Wagstaflf, W, R. Ahmtiom^d. 619 

Waite, Jasper H. Meuiioinal. 423 

Waldon, George W. Mentioned. 929 

Walgamott, George "W. Mentioned. 497,602 

Walker, -. Mentioned... 920 

Walker, J. G. M<mtioued. 886 

Walker, John G. 

Correspondence with 

Lee, Stejdien 1). 89,90 

Smith, K. Kirby... 91,94-96,100,104,106 

Taylor, Richard.*. 110 

Mentioned,. 90,91,93-96,99-101,103,105,107-110,112,113,115,116,120,121,181,754 

R(^i>ort of oaptuia^ of the stcMimer Ike Davis, Sept. —, 1864 . 850 

Walker, Samuel. Mentioned. 478. 

480,487,519,524,544,558,578,592,593,607,608,610,611,615 

Walker, Tandy. Mentioned. 30,782 

Wall, Lieutenant. M<‘ntioned. 791 

Wallace’s Perry, Big Creek, Ark. Action at, July 26,1864. See Jrkansas. 
Operations itiy July l-Sl, W04. Deports of 
Huford, Napolooii li. Uhappel, Hannon T. Steele, Prederick. 

Oannichtwd, Kagleton. lieed, Moses. 

Wallace, Sir William, Steamer. Mentioned. 989 

Wallingford, David W. Mentioned. 774 

Walnut Creek, Kans. Skirmish at. Sept. 25, 1864, Report of James G-. 

Blunt. 

Waltej, Frederick. Mentioned.,.^62 

Walters, Alfred. Mt^ntioxn^l.338,342 

Walton Lieutenant. Mentioned. 311 

Wammack-. Mentioned. 34 

Wangelir Hugo. Mentioned.310,316 
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Vtiiio. 

Ward, Delos A. Meutionod. 996 

Ward; Lyman M. Mentioned.29S, 299 

Ward; Richard G*. Mentioned. 521,579 

Ward; SamuelJ. Mentioned. 69X 

Ward, William. Mentioned. 20 

War Department, C. S. CorrcRpondenoe with 

Adjutant and Inspector GeneraVs Office. C. S. A. 122 

Bi’agg, Braxton. 121 

DayiR, Jefferson. 93,122 

Hardee, William J.^. 123 

Smith, E. Kirby. 123 

War Department, D. S. Correspoiideuee with 

Cuidiis, Samuel R. 519,9S2 

Judge-Advocate-Geiierars Office, U. S. A. 963 

Warder’s Church, Mo. Skirmish at, July 10, 1864. See IVellington^ Mo. 
Operations in the vicinity oJ\ July 9-lSj 1864, etc. 

Warfield, John C. A. Mentioned. 796 

Warrensburg, Mo, 

Affair near, on the Warrensbiirg road. Sept. 9,1864. Keiiort ol‘ Bazel F, 

Lazear. 753 


Expedition from, to Chapel Hill. See Chapel Hill, Mo. hJxpedition from 
Warrenshirg to, July i^O-Aug. ^,1864, etc. 

Scout to Greenton Valley from. See (Jreenton Valley, Mo. 8eont from 
Warrenslurg to, Xow 20-l)ee. J, 1864. 

Skirmish near. See Clear Fork, near Warrenshnrg, Mo. Slirmish on the, 

July 16,1864. 

Warrensburg Road, Mo. Affair on. See Warrenshurg, Mo. Affair near, 

Sept. 9, 1864, etc. 

Warrenton, Mo. Skirmish near, Oct. 29,1861. Report ol' Tliomas Ewing, jr. 893 

Warrlner, Chester P. Mentioned. 563 

Washburn, -. Mentioned. 295 

Washburn, Cadwallader C. 

Mentioned. 307,327 

Report of expedition from Memphis, Term., to destroy tin* Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad, Dec. 21, 1864-Jan. 5,1865, wilh cngagxmicnts at Verona, 

Miss. (25th), and at Egypt, Miss. (28th)... 1(K)0 

W ashburne, Samuel B. Mentioned. 751 

Washington and Benton Counties, Ark. Expedition in, Aug. 21-27, I 8 <M, 
with skirmishes. Reports of 

Bishop, Albert W. 268 

Harrison, M. La Rue. 266,267 

Washington, Mo. Occupation of, Oct. 2,1864. See iViceV MiHsonri FxpedV 
tioii, Jug. Q9-Dec. 1864, Meporis of 

Burbridge, John Q. Grceiio, Colton. Sterling. 

Clar]£, John JB., jr. 


Washington County, Mo. Attack on Webster in. Sec IVehsler, Waithingion 
County, Mo. Attach on, July 19, 1804. 


Wasser, Joseph. Mentioned. 929-932 

‘Waterhouse, Andrew J. Memtioued. 7 G 7 

Waterloo, La. Skirmish near, Oct. 20 , 1864 . 7 

Watie, Saladin. Mentioned. ,*{(; 7^7 

Watie, Stand. 

CorrespoHdence with Samuel B. Maxey. 279 

Mentioned. 04 ^ ;j 2 ,ISIi, 


197,19S, 209,279, 472,625,048,738, 704, 705,771,772,774,777-783,788-794 
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Wellman, Chauncey R. Mentioned. 81,82 

Wells, Henry A. Mentioned. 302 

Wells, JolittW. Mentioned... 31,32 

Welsh, Mrs. Mentioned. 973 

West, Charles S. Mentioned. 727 

West, Edward. Mentioned. HiK) 

West, Isaiah B. Mentioned. 459 

West, John. Mentioned. 817 

West, Joseph R. 

Correspondence with Eugene A. Carr. 902 

Itineraries. Operations in Central Arkansas. 

Nov. 1-30, 1864. 807 

Dec. 1-31, 1864. 976 


Reports of 


Little Red River, Ark. Expedition from Little Rock to, 6-16, 

1864, with skirmishes at Hickory Plains and Bull Hayon (7th), 
at Hatches Ferry (9th), near Augusta (10th), and lu^ar Searcy 
(13th).-■. 221-223 


Searcy, Fairview, and Augusta, Ark. Expeditions from Little Rock 

and DevalVs Bluif to, Aiig. 27-Sept. 6, 1864. 

Western Missouri. Operations in, July 6-30, 1864. 

Communications from 

Brown, Egbert B. 

Poe, Benjamin F... 

Thrailkill, John. 

Reports of 

Brown, Egbert B. 

Clark, John M. 

Cox, Samuel P. 

Curtis, Samuel R... 

Dale, Douglas. 

Elmer, Edward P... 

Fisk, Clinton B. 

Ford, James H. 

Goss, Henry F. 

Holloway, George A. 

Poe, Benjamin F. 

Suees, Henry. 

Westinghouse, Albert. Mentioned.1. 

West Point, Ark. 

Scout from DevalBs Bluif to, Nov. 16-18, 1864, with skirmisbes. Report of 

Christopher C. Andrews... 

Scout to. See Searcy and West Point, Ark, Scout to, July MVA/. 

Westport, Mo. Engagement at, Oct. 23, 1864. See PrUr^H Alinsouri JSxpcdi- 
tion, Aug, ^9-Dec. 3,1864. Pejyortfi of 


206 


56 

62 

62 


49-51 

59 

(JO 

49 

55 
(>2 
5() 

52-54 

(i3 

59 

62 

56 
807 


921 


Blair, Charles VT. 
Blunt, James G. 
Chariot, Chapman S. 
Clark, John B., jr. 
Cloud, William F. 
Curtis, Samuel R. 
Curtis, vSanmid S. 
Davis, Samuel B. 
Deitzler, George W, 
Eppstein, Joseph A. 


Fishback, William H. M, 
Ford, James H. 

Hunt, Robert H. 
Jackman, Siilneyl). 
Jonnison, Charles R. 
Lano, James H. 

Mo Kenny, Thomas 1. 
McNeil, John. 

Meeker, Edward I. 
Moonlight, Thomas. 


Pliilii>s, John F. 
Pleasonton, Alfred. 
Pomeroy, Samuel C. 
Price, Sterling. 
liobiuHon, George T, 
Ko8<‘craws, William S. 
Shelby, JoM<‘ph <). 
Thompson, M. Jeff. 
Wood, Theodore J. 






































Pajje. 

West Wind, Steamer. Mentioned. 421,430,431,434,436,467,530 

Wetmore, James H. MentioncMl. ^24 

Wharton, John A. Mentioned. 43,91,103, 111, 113,118,119,756 

Wheat, Patrick H. Mentioned... 0 ^ 

Wheat, S. B. Mentioned. g22 

Wheatley, James S. Mentioned. 845,848 

Wheeler, John B. Mentioned. 520^ 769^ 771 

White, .Mvin G. Mentioned.^ ggg 

White, Prank. Mentioned. 

White, J. W. Mentioned. g.yQ 

White Antelope. (Indian.) Mentioned. 842,948,950 967 

White Cloud, Steamer. Attack on, Au«*. 29, 1861, on the MiKsissippi River, ^ 

near Port Hudwon, La. Report of (teor^e L. Andrews. 301 

Whiteday, Henry. M<*niioned. 7^6 

White Lodge. (Indian.) Mentioned. 3 ^ 

White Oak Creek, Ark. 

Skirmish at, Sept. 29, 1861. See P'ort Smith, Ark. Krpediiiou from Little 
lioi'k to, Sept. io^Oci. tl, ete. 

Skirmish on, Au«if, 11,1864. 3 

White River, Ark. 

Attaek on st(‘ainerH (’(d(‘ 8 t<‘ and Commeveial. S(‘e Celeste <nid Commercial, 
Steamers. Attack on, Sept, f, 1S(>4, etc. 

Attaek on steamer Resolut<‘ on. See Jtesolate, Steamer. Attack on, Oct. 11, 
mti, vie. 

Attack on Union transport on, Oet. 22, 1861, near Saint Charles. 

Communication IVoni Elias S. Dennis. 390 

Report of Orlando (\ Risdoii. 890 

Expedition from I )evairs HluU‘ up, I lee. 13-15,1864. Report of Hans Matt¬ 


son . 989 

Kxi)edition from Helena up, An.ij;. 29-Scpi.3,1861, with affair (Sept. 3) at 

Kemlars Orisl-Mill. Report of John (i. Hudson. 302 

Operations on, July 19-25, 186*1, and attaek (24t}i) on ihe steamer Clara 

Ihdl. Itinerary. Oeorjjje 11. Cordon. 87 

Skirmish at Kod#i;ers’ (h'ossin#jjof, Sejd.. 14,1864. Sec Havtsville, Ark. Scout 
from /f'ai/eitenlle to, Sept. 14-1.1,1^04, etc. 

Whitfield, —. Mentiomul.. 928,930,931 

Whiting, William. Mentioned. 848 

Whitlock, James H. Mentioned.125-127 

Whitlow, Benjamin H. Mentione<l. 767,770,775 

Whltmer, David P. Mentioned. 64 

Whitmore [?],-. Mentioned. 892 

Whitney, Charles W, Mentioned. 994 

Whitney, Edward J. Mentioned. 873 

Whitney, Lucius, Mcmtioin^d..373,374 

Whittaker, Ca])tain. M<mtioned. 891,926,927 

Whittemore, James B. Mentioned.46-48 

Whittlesey, John B. Mentioned. 996 

Whybark, Levi E. Report of s<*out in Shannon Coimty, Mo., July 18-21, 

1864 . 74 

Wightm^, James M. Mentioned. 296 

Wilooac, John. Mentioned. 245 

Wiley, A. Mention<‘d.521,600 

Wiley, William. Mention<ul. 356 

Wilhite, Jeff. Mentioned,. -.^ — 65-67 
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INDEX. 


Willans, John. Mentioned. 022,532 

Willcox, Lyman G-. Report of bkirniibli near Ronionnt Camp, Ark., Au^^. 5, 

1364. 213 

Willetts, Charles. Mentioned. 521,598,600 

Williams,-. (Louisiana, j Mentioned. 930 

Williams,-. (Missouri.) Mentioned. 370 

Williams,-. (Private.) Mentioned. 522 

Williams, Captain. Mentioned. 800,821,822 

Williams, Charles A. Mentioned. 174,175 

Williams, Charles E. Mentioned. 302 

WiUiams, B. A. Mentioned. 287, 

288,444,445, 634, 642,649,650,654, 655, 658, 6(i0, 662, 661, 667-669, 671,677 

Williams, Frederick A. Mentioned. 12,14 

Williams, Henry H. Mentioned. 450,452 

Williams, LS. Mentioned. - . 974 

Williams, James M. 

Mentioned .. 761,766,768 

Report of operations in the Cherokee Nation, Ind. T(‘i., Sept. 11-25, 1861, 
with actions at Hay Station, near Fort Gibson (16tli), and at 

Cabin Creek and Pryor’s Creek (19tb). 765 

Williams, John F, Mentioned. 10 

Williams, Lewis. Mentioned. 974 

WilUams, T. J. Mentioned. 683,689 

Williamsport, La. 

Affair near. See Bacoourci, La. Affair at, Xor. tSM, etc. 

Skirmish at, Sept. 16,1861. Morf/ansa, La. OpvrationH in the vicinity 
of, Sepf.l0'-^25, ISiH, etc. 

Willis, Captain. Mentioned. 078 

Willis, Edward B. Mentioned. 878 

Willis, George A. Report of expedition from Helena, Ark., to Friar’s Point, 

Miss., Dec. 1-5,1864. 974 

WlUis, James B, Report of operations in the vicinity of Morganza, La., 

Sept. 16-25,1864, with skirmishes at Williamsport (IGih), at tb<^ 
Atchafalaya River (17th), and at Bayou Alabama and jMor^jjaipH 

Ferry (20th). 806 

Wills, Dr, Mentioned. 197 

Wilson, Captain. Mentioned .. 261 

Wilson, Benjamin H. Mentioned. 361 

Wilson, Blnford. Mentioned. 275 

Wilson, David H. 

Mentioned. 68 

Reports of operations in Arkansas, July 1-31,1864. 15 

Wilson, James. 

Mentioned. 79,326,446,447,451,452,458 

Reports of 

Caledonia, Mo. Skirmish at, Sept, 12,1861. 796 

Price’s Missouri Expedition, Aug..29-Doc. 2,1864. 151,455 

Webster, Mo. Affair at, Aug. 23,1864. 272 

Wilson, Luther. Mentioned. 949,951,954,956 

Wilson, Rowland. Mentioned. 678 

Wingate, Fort. See FoiH Wimjaic. 

Winslow, Edward F. 

Mentioned. 311, :M2, 315,319,830- 

333,338,349-342, 346, .347, 349-351, 339, 360,, 363, 388, 389,411, 460, 1000' 

Reports of Price’s Missouri Expedition, A.ug. 29-Doc. 2,, IfMH-. . 327,32% 
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9’mston, Mrs. Mentioned. 

Vinston^ John H. Mentioned. 

Vinters, Ezekiel L. Mentioned. 

Visconsin. Exocntion of the conscription law in. Communication from 

John Pope .. 

Viscdnsin, Governor of. Correspondence with John Pope. 

Visconsin Troops. JMentioiu'd. 

Artillery, Li^*lit—5atfer/es : 1st, 881; 9th, 482, 485, 486, 516, 524, 537,538 
5d6, sail, 597. ’ 


Page. 

994 

57 

72 

140 

140 


Cavalry—5e^//77e/7ts : 2d, 186; 3d, 223,225, 226, 465, 477, 489, 525, 528, 572, 
581-583,580, 590,596,619,776,819,820,897,976; 4th, 219,278,881. 

Infantry—5e^//nents: 11th, 749-751,822-824,892,926, 927 ; 23d, 805; 29th, 

276; 30th, 39,135,136,149,153,154,170. 

Vise, William. Mentioned... 52 i^ 611 

Vishard, Robert W. Mentiom‘d. 744,980 

Visuef, John H. Mentioin^d. 936 

Vilham, Gilbert T. M<‘ntioued. 949,941 

Vithers, Captaii , Mentioned. 406 

Vithers, Charles. Mentioned. 974 

Vitherspoon, J. L. Mimtioned. 641 

Vitt, A. R. Mentioned. 641,738 

V. Ii. Ewing, Steamer. Mentioned... 903 

Volfe, Edward H. Mention(‘(l. 310,322,905 

Volff, Christian E. Mentioiu'd. 310,318,462-464 

-. Me tion<‘<l. 457 

Vood, Carroll. JN. mtiom^d. 635,662 

Vood, Isaac E. Iijeniioned... 254,257 

Vood, James. Mev tinned. 633,657,664,667 

Vood, James C. (C'»rporal.) Mentioned. 360 

Vood, James C. (Lieufrmant.) Mentioned. 755 

Vood, James R. M(aitinned. 217 

Vood, Joseph H. M<‘n(i()n(‘<l. 144 

Vood, Oliver. jTfex)oits of skirmish near JirowiiHville, Ark., July 13,1864 _ 68 

Vood, Robert C. Ment.iom'd. 627,630,611,645,647,679,680,698 

Vood, Samuel N. M<‘ntioned. 469 

Voodring,-. Mentioned. 267 

VoodrufF, David P. Mentioned. 56 

Voodruff, Jacob. Montion(‘d. 60 

Voods, Joseph J. Mentioned. 3^0 

Voods, Kemp. Mentionod. 434 

Voods, Van. Mentioned. 974 

Voodson, Tom. Mentioned. 816 

Voodward, Samuel E. Mentioned. 329 

Voodworth, G. M. Mentioned. 489,581,594 

Voolsey, King S. Mentioned.85,86 

Voolsey, William P, Mentioned.-. 690,693 

Vorbridge,-* Mentioned. SOI 

Vorthington, John I. » 

Mentioned.-. 13,24,262,263,797 

Report of scotit from Payetteville to Huntsville, Ark., Sept. 12-15, 1864, 

with Bkii;mish (14th) at Rodgers' Crossing of the White River.. 798 

Vrlght, Amos P. Mentioned.-... 451,452 

Vright, Daniel W. Mentioned. 63 

John C. Mentionod. 641 

72 B B—VOL XLI, 1>T I 
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Pa^ 

Wright, John R. Mentioned. MO, 

Wright, Thomas B. Reports of skirmish at Waynesville, Mo., Scpi. 80,1801. ^ 

Wright County, Mo, Skirmish in, July 22,1864. 

Wyckoflf, John. Mentioned. r>i),: 

Wyman, Dudley C. 

Mentioned. 751, 

Reports of 

Grand Lake, Grand River, Lake Fausso Pointo, ’^‘gc'on, and 

Lake Natchez, La. Expeditions to, Sept. 7- dtli ahair 

( 8 th) at Lahadieville. ^ 

Grand River and Bayou Pigeon, La. Expedition oleonville 

to, Sept. 26-30,1864 . . ^ 

Wynkoop, Edward W. 

Mentioned. 912,905,9(>7-t 

Reports of 

Fort Lyon, Colo. Ter. Affair near, Aug. 7,1864. . 2 

Sand Creek, Colo. Ter. 

Engagement with Indians on, Nov. 29,1861, an gat ion of 

Indian affairs in the vicinity of Fort Lyon, C . 9 

Skiimibh near, Aug. 11,1864. . 2 

Yakee, Martin. Mentioned. 2 

Yandell, George C. Mentioned. . 0 

Yandell, Joseph. Mentioned. 9 

Tates, George W. Mentioned. ... 328,312,5 

Tates, T. W. Mentioned. 3 

Teager, Dick. Mentioned. 177,200,233,2 

Teaton, Reuben P. Mentioned. 2 

Telkin,Riner. Mentioned. 7 

Tell County, Ark. 

Scout in, with skirmishes, July 25-Aug. 11,1861:. Repo » ihaiu 11. 

Ryan. i 

Skirmish in, Aug. 22,1864 . . 

Tellville, Ark, Scout from Springfield, Mo., to. See JTunf YellHUv, 

Ark, JSco lit from Sjpringfieild, Mo.j to, Ahr. v, 

Toder, Charles W. Mentioned. 4 

Tontz, Major. Mentioned. ...... 002,0 

Tork Plantation, La. Scout from Vidalia to, Oct. 26-27 eport of 

George D. Reynolds. M 

Toung, Calvary M. Mentioned. .33;), 3 

Toung, Charles A. Mentioned. M 

Toung, James H. Mentioned. 521,561,59*1,5 

Toung, Jeremiah P. Mentioned. 329,331,3 

Toung, Merritt L. Mentioned. 347 ^ 3 (^ g 

Toung, Thomas A. Ment i oned. 

Toung, William. Mentioned. 4^9 4 

Earah, Port. See }^"ort Zarah, 

Zellers,-, Mentioned..... 7 

Zephyr, Steamer. Mentioned. 4 

Zimmerman, J.V. Mentioned. 9 

Zubiran, Juan M. Mentioned. .i. ^ 

Zuloago, Josd Maria. Meutioued. ..1/.] ^ ^* 3 ^ 

Zuna, —. Mentioned. . 





























































